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CONFI DENTI AL 

Thi s document  cont ai ns no di sgui ses. Al l  names, dat es, event s, 
and pl aces ar e accur at e t o t he best  knowl edge of  t he i nvest i gat or . 
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2. Br i ef  di scussi on wi t h Mr . Obayashi , case wor ker , who 
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3. I ndi vi dual  Recor d For ms, WRA- 26, f or  both Mr . and Mr s. 
Nakani shi . Thi s dat a was made avai l abl e t hr ough t he 
cooper at i on of  Mi ss Dor othy Montgomery of  Soci al  wel f ar e 
and Mi ss Hannah Uyeno of  Housi ng Depar t ment . 

Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement  St udy 
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THE NAKANI SHI  FAKI I .Y 

1» I nt r oduct i on 

The Nakani shi  f ami l y consi st s of  Mr . Sai raatsu Nakani shi  (44) , hi s wi f e 

Hasano (38) , and t hei r  t hr ee chi l dr en�Bob (17) , I da (15) and J un ( 9) . The 

f ami l y i s f r om Sacr ament o, wher e Mr . Nakani shi . oper at ed a grocer}' st or e. 

Both Kr . and Mr s. Nakani shi  ar e young I ssei '; both v ere educat ed i n J apan. 

Mr . Nakani shi  can under st and Engl i sh, but  hi s wi f e cannot . The chi l dr en ar e 

bi l i ngual ; t hey speak t o t hei r  par ent s i n J apanese and t o each ot her  i n Engl i sh. 

The f ami l y i s Chr i st i an.  ̂

The st at us of  t he Nakani shi  i n t he J apanese communi ty i n Sacramento i s 

not  c l ear . A r et ai n gr ocer  may or  may not  have hi gh st at us i n a J apanese 

communi ty, dependi ng upon hi s per sonal  t r ai t s .  ̂ I n al l  pr obabi l i t y, he enj oyed 

a much hi gher  st at us i n t he soci al  st r uct ur e t han di d t he common mi gr at or y 

l abor er  and di d not  have a posi t i on as r espect ed as a pr of essi onal  man. 

2. The I ndi vi dual s i n t he Fami l y 

Sai mat su Nakani shi  

Sai mat su "Sam"3 Nakani shi  was born on J ul y 15, 1899, i n Nakagi shi , 7/aka-

1. '7RA- 26 and CV/D f i l es . Fami l y composi t i on f r om Housi ng Depar t ment . 
2. The "l eader s" of  t he J apanese communi ty wer e of  many var i et i es . On the 

one hand, t her e v/ere t he t r ul y educat ed men, t he "el der s" who r ar el y expr essed 
t hei r  vi ews i n publ i c but  who wer e of t en consul t ed befor e an i mpor t ant  deci s i on. 
On the other  hand, t her e wer e t he yushi ka who wi shed to be t he communi ty l ea-
der s and took t he i ni t i at i ve i n the communi ty. Al most  anyone i n t he J apanese 
communi ty i n Amer i ca coul d be a yushi ka. The yushi ka usual l y had t he t r ai t s of  
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yaraa ken, J apan, wher e hi s f at her  was a f ar mer . He at t enea t he Nakagi shi  

grammar  school  i n Wakayama ken from Apr i l , 1905, t o Mar ch, 1913. Soon af t er -

war ds hi s f ami l y mi gr at ed t o Amer i ca. Sai mat su came to t he Uni t ed St at es wi t h 

hi s par ent s i n J une, 1913, when he was 14 year s of  age. 

Ki s f at her  set t l ed i n Sacramento where he oper at ed a t r uck f ar m. Young 

Sai mat su at t ended the Li ncol n Grammar  School  i n Sacr ament o f r om Sept ember , 1913, 

t o J une, 1918. He exper i enced some di f f i cul t y because he was i n hi s adol escence 

and had to at t end school  wi t h chi l dr en. He managed t o f i ni sh f i ve year s, however , 

and l ear ned enough Engl i sh t o car r y hi m onward f r om t hat  poi nt . 

Fol l owi ng t hi s he hel ped hi s f at her  on hi s f ar m. He handl ed t he mar ket i ng 

because he knew enough Engl i sh f or  t he negot i at i ons wher eas hi s f at her  di d not . 

He worked t her e unt i l  i n 1924, j ust  befor e the Or i ent al  Excl usi on Act  went  i nt o 

ef f ect , hi s par ent s ar r anged for  a mar r i age wi t h a gi r l  i n t he same ken i n J apan. 

Sai mat su mar r i ed at  t he age of  25. 

On the f ol l owi ng year , he vi s i t ed J apan br i ef l y f rom Apr i l  to J ul y , 19 25. 

I mmedi at el y af t er  hi s r et ur n t o t he Uni t ed St at es, he cont i nued to work for  hi s 

f at her . However  i n J ul y , 19 27, he deci ded t o st r i ke out  on hi s own. He st ar t ed 

an or char d i n Per ki ns, Cal i f or ni a. Ther e he r emai ned wi t h hi s wi f e and chi l dr en 

unt i l  Oct ober , 1933, when he moved to Sacramento wher e he opened a gr ocer y st or e. 

He cont i nued t o oper at e hi s gr ocer y st or e unt i l  t he t i me of  evacuat i on. 

Sai mat su i s 5' 1" t al l  and wei ghs 135 pounds. He i s di abet i c and has weak 

eyes. He can r ead, wr i t e, and speak both J apanese and Engl i sh. Hi s hobbi es 

4-ar e f i shi ng, goh, shogi , and musi c. Hi s r el i gi on i s I 'et hodi st . 

a par venue. They t r i ed t o show of f . They engaged i n "conspi cuous consumpt i on" 
to have t hi ngs to symbol i ze t hei r  "hi gher " st at us i n soci et y. The term yushi ka 
act ual l y means "Communi ty mi nded", but  t he J apanese i n Amer i ca use i t  i n a 
der ogat or y sense t o r ef er  t o t he soci al  cl i mber s. 

I t  i s sai d t hat  Nakani shi  was a yushi ka, but  t her e i s no pr oof  of  t hi s . 
3. Names such as "Sam" and "Geor ge" wer e gi ven by Caucasi an customers and 

t he J apanese pr oudl y kept  t hem. They wer e pr obabl y appl i ed i n much t he same 
manner  as when a Negr o i s r ef er r ed t o as "boy" but  t he names r emai ned wi t h t he 
per son as hi s "Amer i ca name" or  "Amer i ca namae". 
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Masano Nakani shi  

Masano Yano was born on Febr uar y 18, 1904, i n Tsukat suki  mur a, Wakayama 

ken, J apan, wher e her  f at her  was a f ar mer . She at t ended the Tsukat suki  gram-

mar  school  i n Wakayama ken f r om Apr i l , 1911 t o Mar ch, 1917. Af t er  f i ni shi ng 

grammar  school , she st ayed wi t h her  par ent s unt i l  19 24, when she went  as a 

"pi ct ur e br i de" t o marry Sai mat su Nakani shi  i n Amer i ca. She was 20 year s of  

age at  t he t i me. She was consi der ed a "good" br i de because she had had t r ai n-

i ng at  t he Tsukat suki  Sewi ng school  and at  Mr s. Tanaka's (pr i vat e) sewi ng 

school  i n Wakayama.  ̂ She had been "t r ai ned" f or  two year s. 

Af t er  her  ar r i val  i n Cal i f or ni a, she went  wi t h her  husband to work i n 

t he f i el ds . She had her  f i r s t  chi l d soon af t er  her  mar r i age, but  she cont i nued 

t o hel p her  husband. When he moved i nt o Sacr ament o to oper at e hi s gr ocer y st or e, 

she di d housework and hel ped her  husband t end t he st or e. 

Mr s. Nakani shi  i s 5*2" t al l  and wei ghs 120 pounds. She has weak eyes and 

wear s gl asses. She can r ead, v/r i t e, and speak J apanese but  has l i t t l e under stan-

di ng of  Engl i sh ot her  t han t he t er mi nol ogy common i n gr ocer y st or es. Her  hobby 

i s s t i l l  sewi ng. Her  r el i gi on i s Met hodi st .° 

3. Hi st or y of  t he Fami l y 

I t  was somet i me i n 1936 t hat  Mr . Nakani shi 's i nt er est s began t o wander  

f rom hi s f ami l y. He began t o hol d r endezvous wi t h anot her  woman, at  f i r s t  onl y 

now and t hen and gr adual l y as he became more i nf at uat ed f or  l ong per i ods of  

t i me. He woul d l eave t he gr ocer y st or e i n t he care of  hi s wi f e and chi l dr en 

4. WRA- 26 
5. Mar r i age t o t he J apanese i s more a "busi ness pr oposi t i on". Nat ur al l y 

any sk i l l  t hat  t he br i de can br i ng was a bar gai ni ng poi nt  f or  t he bai shakuni n. 
See J .F . Embr ee, Suyemur a, Uni ver si t y of  Chi cago Pr ess, Chi cago, 1939. 

6. WRA- 26 
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and vi r t ual l y "l i ve" wi t h t he "ot her  woman." At  f i r s t  hi s wi f e compl ai ned 

bi t t er l y but  her  pl eas wer e of  no avai l . F i nal l y she gave up home and con-

t i nued t o st ay wi t h hi m "f or  t he sake of  t he chi l dr en."7 

By t he t i me of  evacuat i on, when t he ol dest  chi l d was 17, t he r el at i ons 

between t he two became very st r ai ned. They t al ked t he.mat t er  over  and deci ded 

t o t ake st eps t owar d some sor t  of  agr eement . They sol d t he gr ocer y st or e j ust  

befor e t he evacuat i on and di vi ded t he pr oceeds f i f t y - f i f t y .8 On May 14, 1942, 

t he f ami l y evacuat ed t o t he Wal er ga Assembl y Cent er . 

Mr s. Nakani shi  di d not  wi sh t o spl i t  t he f ami l y. She t hought  t hat  upon 

evacuat i on her  husband woul d change« hi s ways and woul d l ook af t er  hi s f ami l y. 

She t her ef or e st ayed wi t h hi m. On J une 18, t hey wer e t r ansf er r ed t o t he Tul e 

Lake Pr oj ect . 

I n Tul e Lake, the Nakani shi  f ami l y was assi gned t o room 3015- A, i n t he 

mi ddl e of  t he Sacr ament o ar ea i n Ward I I I . I n Tul e Lake, wher e t her e wer e 

more oppor t uni t i es f or  Mr . Nakani shi  t o see t he "ot her  woman" t han i n t he 

Assembl y Cent er , t he f ami l y si t uat i on became wor se. He cont i nual l y negl ect ed 

hi s f ami l y and st ayed wi t h hi s mi st r ess al l  t he t i me, When I  r s . Nakani shi  

pr ot est ed t o hi m, he beat  her  and used abusi ve l anguage bef or e t he chi l dr en. 

One mor ni ng, ear l y i n August , he went  home at  5:00 a.m. i n t he morni ng 

and demanded t hat  hi s br eakf ast  be br ought  t o hi m. Thi s l ed t o a vi ol ent  quar-

r el , and Mr s. Nakani shi  br ought  t he mat t er  t o t he Soci al  Wel f ar e Depar t ment . 

She st at ed t hat  f or  t he sake of  t he chi l dr en she want ed t o get  a di vor ce. The 

Soci al  Wel f ar e Depar tment  was not  yet  or gani zed at  t he t i me and t he mat t er  was 

si mpl y r ef er r ed t o t he Legal  Ai d Depar tment  where Mr . Tsukamoto was consul t ed. 

No i mmedi ate act i on was t aken by ei t her  depar tment  si nce t he W.R.A. pr ocedur es 

7. Test i mony of  Mr s. Nakani shi  on August  17, 1942. The st or y i s al l  one-
si ded si nce Mr . Nakani shi  was not  cont act ed at  t he t i me. I t  i s qui t e possi bl e 
t hat  t her e ar e some di scr epanci es and t hat  t he husband's st or y mi ght  r eveal  a 
gr eat  deal . Fur t her mor e, the r ecor di ng i s done i n t er r i bl e Engl i sh. CWD f i l es . 

8. I t  seems t hat  by t hi s t i me t he f ami l y "we" at t i t ude had become more 

i ndi v i dual i zed. 



on such mat t er s was not  yet  set . The case was al l owed t o dr i f t  al ong unt i l  

December . At  t hi s t i me, when t he Soci al  Wel f ar e Depar t mer t  was r eor gani zed, 

a case wor ker  was cent  t o cal l  on t he Nakani shi s. Mr s. Nakani shi  t ol d t he 

wor ker  at  t hi s t i me t hat  her  domest i c t r oubl es had been set t l ed. I t  seems 

t hat  some i nt er medi ar i es had stepped i n and set t l ed the mat t er  f or  t hem.9 

4. Tent at i ve Concl usi ons 

Unf or t unat el y, we have her e onl y one si de of  t he st or y. No doubt  Vr, 

Nakani shi 's story woul d have t hr own much l i ght  on t he act ual  s i t i at i on. As-

sumi ng t hat  1'r s. Nakani shi *s st or y had some el ement  of  t r ut h i n i t , t he st or y 

t hat  she t el l s i s not  unbel i evabl e. The t ype of  r el at i onshi p t hat  she cl ai ms 

exi st ed bet ween her  husband and t he "ot her  woman" was not  uncommon among t he 

J apanese i n Amer i ca.10 Ther e may have been any number  of  r easons why he found 

hi s f ami l y l i f e unsat i sf yi ng and sought  pl easur e el sewher e.11 

I t  i s al so concei vabl e t hat  Mr . Nakani shi 's behavi or  became "worse- !? af t er  

hi s ar r i val  i n Tul e Lake. I n a si t uat i on wher e t he government  pr ovi des for  al l  

hi s l egal  r espons i bi l i t i es , wher e he does not  have t o wor k, he woul d have con-

si der abl e oppor t uni t i es f or  phi l ander i ng. Unl i ke Wal er ga, Tul e Lake i s a l ar ge 

cent er  wher e hi s act i v i t i es woul d not  be qui t e so not i ceabl e. 

9. Home cal l  was made by Mr . Obayashi  on December  28, 1242. Many f ami l y 
probl ems wer e set t l ed wi t hi n t he f ami l y wi t h t he ai d of  t he bai shakuni n. :rt  
was onl y t he ext r emel y di f f i cul t  cases and probl ems ar i s i ng among the Ni sei  
who wer e somewhat  emanci pat ed f r om t hei r  par ent s t hat  usual l y came t o the at-
t ent i on of  t he Soci al  Wel f ar e Depar t ment . Soci al  Wel f ar e was i n a sense a l ast  
appeal  to whi ch probl ems wer e t aken i f  t hey coul d not  be set t l ed by i nterme-
di ar i es and by mi ni st er s. 

10. See f or  exampl e Document  TL- 41. 
11. I n J apan wi ves wer e for  t he pur pose of  r ai s i ng chi l dr en and f or  

car i ng for  t he househol d. Women f or  pl easur e wer e to be sought  i n the ¿.ei sha 
houses and i n houses of  pr ost i t ut i on. Mr . Nakani shi 's def i ni t i on of  t he si -
t uat i on may ha- foe been fundament al l y J apanese. 



WRA Ï L- U9 Appendi x I : Recor d Face Sheet  

Surname 

NAKANISHI 

Ivian ' s name 
Sai mat su 

Cr oss r ef er ence F i l e 
CY.D 

Case tf Surname 

NAKANISHI Woman ' s name 
I 'asano 

Ot her  names used 
"Sam" Nakani shi  

Fami  i y 
27422 

Pr eseut  
addr ess 3015-Ai  Tul e Lake Pr oj ect  

Cl ass i f i cat i on 
I nt er nal - Domest i c 

Newel l , Cal i f or ni a . 
Ref er r ed by 
I 'r s. Nakani shi  

Pr evi ous addr esses Dat e 
517 Capi t ol  Avenue, Sacr ament o, Cal i f . ! August  17, 1942 

1. Eva c ua t  e d f  r  om 
Sacrament  o... on... May. 14.,.. .1942 

2. Rel ocat ed from 
l el er ga...Assembl y Ceji.t .̂r.. on ...J une 18, 1942 

FAMILY CQI '.'POSITIQN 

Name 
i  j Ci t i zenshi p 

Bi r t ' uto ! Bi r t hpl ace j  st at es Past  
Occur at i on 
I n pr oj ect  j  Regi st er ed 

Sai mst su 7/ I 5/99 1 J apan i  Al i en Gr ocer  * 
1 

Masano 

' � i   

2/I8 /04 j  J apan 1 Al i en 
House-

wi f e 1 ? 

Bob 

j  t  
17 year s ! U.S. i  Ci t i zen School  i-  School  1 

I da 15 year s 
! 

U.S. I  Ci t i zen 

! 
i  

School  1 School  No 

J .UR 9...y .ears... 

t 1 
U.S. ! Ci t i zen School  School  No 

1 
« 
1 
i  
t  
i  

; 1 

Legal l y r esponsi bl e and 
ot her  r el at i ves Rel at i onshi p Addr ess Number  dependent s 

1 
1 

Ot her s i n househol d Rel at i onshi p Addr ess 

Vi s i t ed J apan 
Yes 

Who 
Mr . Nakani shi  

mi en 
4/25 -  7/25 

Per i od 
t hr ee months 

Rel i gi on 
Met hodi st  



DOCUMENT TL- 36 

THE NAKANISHI FAMILY 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Thi s document  cont ai ns no di sgui ses. Al l  names, dat es, pl aces, 
and event s ar e accur at e t o the best  knowl edge of  the i nvest i gat or . No 
par t  of  t hi s document  may be used f or  any purpose what soever  wi t hout  
suf f i c i ent  di sgui se to conceal  the i dent i t y of  t he per sons i nvol ved. 

Sour ces of  I nf or mat i on: 

1. Case r ecor d on t he Nakani shi - f ami l y i n t he f i l es of  t he 
Soci al  Wel f ar e Depar tment  i n Tul e Lake. Per mi ssi on f or  
t he use of  t hi s dat a gi ven by super vi sor  Naoko Hoshi no. 
Record f ace sheet  i n Appendi x I . 

2. Br i ef  i nt er vi ew wi t h Mr s. Sada Murayama, case wor ker , 
who di d the f i el d i nvest i gat i on. 

3. TLA.- 26, I ndi vi dual  Record For ms, f or  both Mr . ana Li r s. 
Nakani shi . Thi s dat a was made avai l abl e t hr ough the 
cooper at i on of  Mi ss Dorothy Montgomery of  Soci al  Wel -
f ar e and Mi ss Hannah Uyeno of  the Housi ng Depar t ment . 

Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement  St udy 
The Evacuee Fami l y i n Tul e Lake 
Tul e Lake Pr oj ect  
Shi but ani , 4/21/43 
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THE NAKANISHI  FAMILY 

1. I nt r oduct i on 

The Nakani shi  f ami l y consi st s of  Tet suzo (40- J , hi s wi f e Sumi ko (29) , 

and t hei r  two chi l dr en�Fl or a (9) and Eugene ( 7) . Mr . Nakani shi  i s a younger  

I s s ei ; whi l e hi s wi f e was born end r ear ed i n t he Uni t ed St at es. Mr . Nakani shi  

can onl y speak Engl i sh; wher eas hi s wi f e cannot  under st and J apanese at  al l . 

The chi l dr en wer e both educat ed i n t he Uni t ed St at es and can under st and onl y 

t he Engl i sh l anguage. 

Pr i or  t o evacuat i on t he coupl e wor ked t oget her  i n nur ser i es and i n a meat  

mar ket . Accor di ng t o f r i ends of  t he f ami l y, t he Nakani shi s wer e nei t her  pro-

mi nent  nor  wer e t hey l ooked down upon ei t her  i n Los Angel es or  Sacr ament o, 

wher e t hey had made t hei r  home.l  

Both husband and wi f e ar e i n f ai r l y good heal t h, al t hough both have poor  

p 
eyes. Nei t her  pr of ess any r el i gi ous f ai t h. 

2. The I ndi vi dual s i n t he Fami l y 

Gene Tet suzo Nakani shi  

Tet suzo Nakani shi  was born on August  12, 1902, i n Hanemur a, Fochi  ken, 

J apan, wher e hi s f at her  was a f ar mer . He spent  hi s ear l y chi l dhood i n t he 

1. I nt er vi ew wi t h Mr s. Sada Murayama on Oct ober  4, 1942. Wi t hi n t he 
J apanese communi ty, t hei r  soci al  st at us mi ght  appr oxi mat e Ll oyd War ner 's 
"l ower  mi ddl e" c l ass , al t hough t hi s i s r at her  di f f i cul t  t o det er mi ne. 

2. yTRA- 26 forms and C7/D f i l es , Sept ember  l i , 1942. 
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f ami l y farm and i n 1910, at  t he age of  8, he began hi s formal  educat i on. Ke 

at t ended the Hanemura grammar  school  from Apr i l , 1910, t o Mar ch, 1916. He 

t hen went  t o t he Aki machi  hi gh school  f rom Apr i l , 1916, t o Mar ch, 1918. Af t er  

two year s of  hi gh school , he l ef t  t o hel p hi s f at her  on hi s f ar m. A f ew year s 

l at er , he mi gr at ed t o t he Uni t ed St at es. 

I t  was i n J anuar y, 1923, t hat  he ar r i ved i n Cal i f or ni a. He went  t o work 

near  Redwood Ci t y at  t he nur ser y of  a f r i end as a l abor er  at  $40 a mont h. The 

work was har d and t he wages l ow, but  he ser ved as an appr ent i ce t her e unt i l  

Oct ober , 1926, when he was made one of  t he r esponsi bl e empl oyees at  t he nur ser y. 

He r emai ned wi t h t he Ki t agawa nur ser y unt i l  Mar ch, 1936, and wor ked at  t he sal ar y 

of  $125 a mont h.  ̂ I n t he meant i me, he had t aken a wi f e. 

I n J une, 1936, t he Nakani shi s went  t o Los Angel es and st ar t ed a nur ser y 

of  t hei r  own. They wor ked f or  two year s, but  somehow coul d not  make ends meet . 

I n J une, 1938, Mr s. Nakani shi  r et ur ned to her  home i n Sacr ament o and st ar t ed a 

meat  and gr ocer y st or e. Her e t he coupl e r emai ned and car ed f or  t hei r  chi l dr en 

unt i l  t he t i me of  t he evacuat i on, 

Tet suzo i s 5' 7" t al l  and wei ghs 145 pounds. He i s r heumat i c at  t i mes 

and weaFS gl asses. He has no r el i gi ous f ai t h.4 Whi l e he can r ead, wr i t e, 

and speak J apanese, he can onl y speak Engl i sh and has no r eadi ng or  wr i t i ng 

knowl edge.  ̂

Sumi ko J ane Nakani shi  

Supi ko J ane Kawada was born on November  25, 1912, i n Sacr ament o, Cal i f or ni a, 

3. Ther e were many J apanese nur ser i es i n t he Redwood Ci t y ar ea. Thi s 
sal ar y i s a ver y hi gh one i n compar i son t o t hat  pai d t o many of  t he J apanese 
hel p by t he oper at or s. I t  i s i mpossi bl e to t el l  whet her  Nakani shi  was an ex-
cept i onal l y good wor ker  or  whet her  he exagger at ed at  t he census i nt er vi ew. 

4. WRA- 26, suppl ement ed by mat er i al  f rom CWD f i l es . 
5. WRA- 26. 
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wher e her  f at her  was a f ar mer . He had al so farmed i n J apan. Her  ear l y chi l d-

hood had been spent  on her  f at her 's f ar m, and at  t he age of  5 she began t o go 

t o school . 

From Sept ember , 1917, t o J une, 19 25, she at t ended t he 21 Dor ado grammar  

school  i n t he ci t y of  Sacr ament o. From Sept ember , 1925, t o J une, 19 26, she 

at t ended t he Davi d Lubi n j uni or  hi gh school ; and f r om Sept ember , 19 26, t o J une, 

1928, t o Sacr ament o Hi gh School . Most  of  her  cont act s i n school  wer e wi t h 

Caucasi ans, si nce at  t hat  t i me.t her e wer e so f ew Or i ent al  chi l dr en of  age t o 

at t end school . She had no oppor t uni t y to at t end a J apanese Language school ; 

consequent l y, she has very l i t t l e under st andi ng of  J apanese, 

Two year s af t er  her  gr aduat i on, i n 1930, she mar r i ed Tet suzo Nakani shi  and 

went  to Redwood Ci t y wher e he wor ked. She hel ped at  t he Ki t agawa nur ser y and 

ear ned $4® a mont h. Whi l e she was wor ki ng t her e, she gave bi r t h to her  two 

chi l dr en. I n J une, 1936, t he Nakani shi s went  t o Los Ang&i es, where they st ar t ed 

t hei r  own nur ser y. Fai l i ng i n t hi s ent er pr i se, t hey r et ur ned t o Sacr ament o. 

From J une, 1938, t o J une, 1942, Mr s. Nakani shi  oper at ed her  own meat  and gr ocer y 

st or e i n Sacr ament o. Her  husband hel ped her  now and t hen, but  i t  was l ar gel y 

her  work t hat  kept  up t he f ami l y. 

Mr s. Nakani shi  i s 5' 1" t al l  and wei ghs 120 pounds. She has no physi cal  

def ect s, al t hough she does wear  cor r ect i ve gl asses. She has never  been out si de 

t he Uni t ed St at es and can r ead, wr i t e, and speak Engl i sh onl y. Her  mai n sk i l l  

i s cut t i ng f l ower s. She has no r el i gi ous f a i t h . 5 

3« The Hi st or y of  t he Fami l y 

The Nakani shi s wer e mar r i ed i n J anuar y, 1930. Mi nor  di f f er ences began to 
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appear  soon af t er war ds, but  t her e was no maj or  br eak. The coupl e worked t oget her  

at  t he Ki t agawa nur ser y, and had two chi l dr en i n Redwood Ci t y. Thi ngs went  al ong 

f ai r l y wel l  i n Los Angel es when Mr s. Nakani shi  was hel pi ng her  husband at  hi s 

nur ser y. However , t hei r  r el at i ons went  f r om bad t o wor se when he began hel pi ng 

her  when she opened her  own meat  and gr ocer y st or e. He of t en st ayed atfay f r om 

home and mi st r eat ed her . Somehow or  anot her , however , t hey managed t o get  al ong. 

J ust  pr i or  to evacuat i on the f ami l y moved from t he ci t y of  Sacr ament o t o 

t he sur r oundi ng ar ea. I n J une 6, 1942, t hey wer e evacuat ed di r ect l y to the 

Tul e Lake Rel ocat i on Cent er  al ong wi t h t he Cour t l and and Cl ar ksbur g ar ea.7 

Once i n t he cent er , t he r el at i ons bet ween husband and wi f e went  f r om bad 

t o wor se. Mr . Nakani shi  st ayed away f rom home qui t e of t en and at  l east  once 

a week r emai ned out  al l  ni ght . He was qui t e f r ank i n hi s cr i t i ci sms of  t hei r  
Q 

nei ghbor s and of t en embar r assed her  when she met  them l at er .u 

I n August , she was asked by t he chi ef  cook of  t he mess hal l  wher e both 

she and her  husband wer e empl oyed t o st op wor ki ng because her  st r ai ned r el at i ons 

wi t h her  and hi s at t i t ude t owar d her  was di st ur bi ng some of  t he ot her  wor ker s. 

She r esi gned even t hough t hi s woul d work a har dshi p upon her  si nce she had t he 

r esponsi bi l i t y of  cl ot hi ng her  two chi l dr en. 

F i nal l y , on Sept ember  11, t he two had a sever e argument  i n whi ch al l  t he 

unpl easant ness t hat  had been accumul at i ng was br ought  to f ocus. Mr s. Nakani shi  

went  wi t h t ear s t o t he Soci al  Wel f ar e Depar t ment  and t ol d her  st or y: 

"I  want  t o have separ at e housi ng f or  mysel f  and t he chi l dr en� 
away f rom my husband. He i s j ust  l i ke a bachel or  and he wi l l  
not  assume t he f ami l y r espons i bi l i t i es . He was t hat  way on 
t he out si de t oo. He goes out  a gr eat  deal  and at  l east  once 
a week he st ays out  al l  ni ght . He i s cr i t i cal  of  our  nei ghbor s 
and of t en t el l s them what  he t hi nks di r ect l y so t hat  I  am 

6. WRA- 26, suppl ement ed by mat er i al  f rom CWD f i l es . 
7. WRA- 26, suppl ement ed by dat a pr ovi ded by Mr s. Mur ayama, Oct ober  4, 1942. 
8. CWD f i l es , Sept ember  11, 1942. Test i mony by Mr s. Nakani shi . 
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embar r assed when I  meet  them l at er  on. Our  mar r i age has r eached 
a poi nt  wher e I  am much happi er  when he i s away from home. 

�'Both r ay husband and I  wer e wor ki ng i n t he same mess hal l , but  I  
v/as asked by t he chi ef  cook to st op wor ki ng because my st r ai ned 
r el at i ons wi t h my husband was shown i n hi s at t i t ude toward me. 
Thi s was supposed t o be di st ur bi ng to t he ot her  wor ker s i n t he 
mess. I  qui t  because i t  was so di sagr eeabl e t her e." 

Unf or t unat el y, however , t he Soci al  Wel f ar e Depar t ment  was at  t hat  t i me 

under goi ng a cr i s i s of  i t s own, and i t  was unabl e t o make a t hor ough i nves-

t i gat i on or  t o t ake any act i on. The case wor ker  sympat hi zed wi t h Mr s. Naka-

ni shi  and advi sed her  to go home and t hi nk t hi ngs over  unt i l  at  l east  t he next  

day and t o r et ur n i f  she s t i l l  wi shed t o have somethi ng done. Al t hough her  

husband had t ol d her  to get  out  of  hi s house, she r et ur ned and never  went  back 

to t he Soci al  Wel f ar e Depar t ment  agai n.10 

4. Comments on t he Fami l y 

I t  i s obvi ousl y i mpossi bl e t o draw any concl usi ons f r om such a br i ef  and 

i nadequat e r ecor d. We can at  best  guess. 

The f act  t hat  Mr . Nakani shi  was an I ssei  and Mr s. Nakani shi  a Ni sei  wi t h 

very l i t t l e cont act  wi t h t he J apanese pr obabl y had much to do wi t j i  t he domest i c 

di scor d. I t  i s not  so much t he f act  t hat  t hey coul d pr obabl y not  communi cate 

t hei r  t hought s f r eel y (because of  t he di f f er ence i n l anguage), but  t he f act  

t hat  t hey pr obabl y had di f f er ent  concept i ons of  mar r i age and i ndi vi dual  r ol es 

i n mar r i age. 

Al t hough we have no dat a t o i ndi cat e t hat  t hi s i s t r ue, i t  woul d not  be 

9. Not  a ver bat i m r epor t . Adapt ed f r om r ecor d i n CWD f i l es , Sept . 11, 194c, 
10. "Thi s case came up j ust  as t he Soci al  Wel f ar e D e p a r t m e n t  was havi ng l t é 

di f f i cul t i es wi t h Mr s. Hal l e. I t  i s di f f i cul t : t o »el l  how much ef f ect  t he 
di sor gani zat i on wi t hi n the depar t ment  had upon t he f ami l i es aski ng f or  hel p 
of  some ki nd or  anot her . See "Soci al  Wel f ar e" i n St r uct ur e Repor t . 



6 

sur pr i si ng i f  Mr . Nakani shi  hel d t he J apanese concept i on of  pat r i ar chal  aut hor i t y 

and of  t he r esponsi bi l i t y of  the head of  the f ami l y f or  the suppor t  of  al l  t he 

members of  t he f ami l y. I f  Mr s. Nakani shi  hel d t he Amer i can concept i on of  more 
\ 

democr at i c cont r ol  wi t hi n t he f ami l y and t he r i ght s and per ogat i ves of  women, 

t her e woul d nat ur al l y be a ser i ous cl ash. Consi der i ng tl je f act  t hat  t her e wer e 

di f f i cul t i es f r om the ver y begi nni ng, t hi s i s what  may have happened. 

I f  our  assumpt i on i s t r ue, i t  i s easy to under st and why Mr . Nakani shi  be-

came more "l i ke a bachel or " when hi s wi f e began to suppor t  t he f ami l y af t er  he 

had f ai l ed. Accor di ng to t he J apanese def i ni t i on of  t he s i t uat i on, he was 

mer el y "spongi ng" f rom hi s wi f e; he was not  l i vi ng up t o hi s r esponsi bi l i t y. 

As he concei ved of  hi msel f  as not  l i vi ng up t o t he st at us t hat  he had set  up 

f or  hi msel f , he mi ght  have f el t  r esent f ul  t oward hi s wi f e who had been respon-

s i bl e f or  hi s di f f i cul t y or  f eel i ng of  i nf er i or i t y . 

Once t hi s f eel i ng had devel oped and cr yst al l i zed t her e was no r eason why 

i t  shoul d have changed when he ent er ed t he cent er . The si t uat i on pr obabl y be-

came more di f f i cul t  f or  Mr s. Nakani shi  because of  her  l ar ger  number  of  cont act s 

wi t h nei ghbor s who l i ved so cl ose and who had not hi ng i n par t i cul ar  t o t al k about  

ot her  t han gossi p about  pr i vat e l i ves . Because of  t hi s , Mr s. Nakani shi  may have 

become much more upset  about  somet hi ng t hat  she had pr evi ousl y grown accustomed 

t o. Mr . Nakani shi  may have become more adamant  i n hi s st and when hi s i deas wer e 

r ei nf or ced by const ant  cont act  wi t h ot her  I ssei  who t hought  as he di d. 

We have, of  cour se, no dat a to check the accur acy of  t hese guesses. I t  

i s i ndeed unf or t unat e t hat  more dat a was not  avai l abl e. 
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Surname 

NAKANI SHI  

Man's name ! Cr oss r ef er ence 
Gene Tet suzo 

F i l e 
CWD 

Case Surname 

NAKANI SHI  Woman*s name |  Ot her  names used 
Sumi ko J ane 

Fami l y 
37220 

Pr esent  
addr ess 1402- C, Tul e Lake Pr oj ect , 

Cl ass i f i cat i on 
I nt er nal - Domest i c 

Newel l , Cal i f or ni a 
Ref er r ed by 

Sel f  
Pr evi ous addr e s s e s i  Dat e 

1631 18t h St r eet , Sacramento  ̂ Cal i f or ni a J  Sept . 11, 194.2 

1. Evacuat ed from 
Rt. 8, Box 4357, Sacr ament o, Cal i f or ni a 

2. Rel ocat ed f r om 

-  ,'A 

F AMI  LY C Oi .:?CS I T I  ON 
� � -  -  � � � � 
Nam o 

Bi r t hdat e Bi r t hpl ace 
Ci t i zenshi p 

st at us 
Occur at  i on 

� � -  -  � � � � 
Nam o 

Bi r t hdat e Bi r t hpl ace 
Ci t i zenshi p 

st at us Past  I n pr oj ect  Regi st er ed 

Gene Tet suzo 8/I2/02 J apan Al i en 
Garaene: 
Gr ocer  Mess Hal l  

. . . 

Yes 

Sumi ko J ane 11/25/12 Cal i f or ni a Al i en 
Gardenes 
Gr ocer  Mess hal l  Yes 

" 
Fl or a 9 Year s Cal i f or ni a Ci t i zen School  School  No 

Eugene 7 Year s Cal i f or ni a j  Ci t i zen School  School  No 

1 

i 

i  
1 

Legal l y r esponsi bl e en-
ot her  r el at i ves. Helc- _t  i on shi p Addi ' :; s s 4� Humbo r  depon dent  s 

i  * ! � 

! 

i  

Ot her s i n househol d 
� 

Rel at i onshi p j  Addr ess 

t I  

-

Vi s i t ed J apan j  "Who Vili  on Per i od 

Rel i gi on None 



DOCUMENT TL- 37 

THE TAKAKI  FAMILY 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Thi s document  cont ai ns no di sgui ses. Al l  names, dat es, pl aces, 
and event s ar e accur at e to t he best  knowl edge of  the i nvest i gat or . 
No par t  of  t hi s document  may be used for  any purpose what soever  with-
out  suf f i c i ent  di sgui se t o conceal  t he t r ue i dent i t y of  t he per sons 
i nvol ved. 

Sour ces of  I nf or mat i on? 

1. Case r ecor d on Fumi ko Takaki  i n the f i l es of  t he Soci al  
Wel f ar e Depar tment  i n Tul e Lake. Per mi ssi on f or  t he 
use of  t hi s dat a gi ven by Mi ss Dor othy Montgomery, su-
per vi sor . Recor d f ace sheet  i ncl uded i n Appendi x I . 

2. Br i ef  di scussi on wi t h Mr s. Yasuko Akamat su, case wor ker , 
who took the i nt er vi ew. 

3. I ndi vi dual  Recor d Form, WRA- 26, f or  Mr s. Takaki . Thi s 
dat a made avai l abl e t hr ough t he cooper at i on of  Mi ss 
Montgomery of  Soci al  Wel f ar e and Mi ss Hannah Uyeno of  
t he Housi ng Depar t ment . 

Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement  Study 
Fami l y Or gani zat i on and Di sor gani zat i on 
Tul e Lake Pr oj ect  
Shi but ani , 3/22/43 
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THE TAKAKI  FAMILY 

1. I nt r oduct i on 

The Takaki  f ami l y consi st ed of  Mr . I t ar o Takaki , hi s wi f e Fumiko (29) , 

and t hei r  daught er  Masaye ( 3) . Mr . and Mr s. Takaki  have been separ at ed f or  

over  two year s and Mr s. Takaki  i s l i v i ng wi t h her  par ent s. Mr . Takaki  i s 

l i v i ng i n t he Hear t  Mount ai n Rel ocat i on Cent er  i n Wyomi ng. 

Al t hough Mr s. Takaki  i s a Ni sei  and has a r easonabl y good command of  

Engl i sh, her  husband i s an I ssei  and used J apanese al most  excl usi vel y. He 

was educat ed i n J apan, wher eas her  educat i on was i n t he Uni t ed St at es. 

The Takaki s had farmed i n Yaki ma Val l ey i n Or egon. They had done r at her  

wel l  and wer e r el at i vel y wel l - t o- do.  ̂

2. Fumi ko Takaki 's Backgr ound 

Fumiko I t o was born on J anuar y 21, 1914 i n Hood Ri ver , Or egon, where her  

f at her  was a f ar mer . She at t ended t he Oak Grove Grammar  School  i n Oak Gr ove, 

Or egon from Sept ember , 1921 t o J une, 1929. She t hen went  t o the Hood Ri ver  

Hi gh School  (j uni or  and seni or  hi gh school s) from Sept ember , 19 29 to J une, 1933. 

She t ook a gener al  cour se. She al so at t ended t he Hood Ri ver  J apanese l anguage 

school  f or  four  year s. 

Fol l owi ng her  gr aduat i on, she hel ped on her  f at her 's f ar m. Af t er  her  

1. Al l  dat a i n t hi s document  pr esent s onl y one s i de. I t  i s al l  based on 
the t est i mony of  Mr s. Takaki  on J anuar y 27, 1943. CTCD f i l es . 
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mar r i age t o I t ar o Takaki , she wor ked at  home doi ng housework and al so hel ped 

when she was needed i n t he f ar m. 

Fumi ko i s f i ve f eet  t al l  and wei ghs 105 pounds. She has no physi cal  de-

f ect s . She can r ead, wr i t e, ana speak bot h J apanese and Engl i sh. Her  one 

sk i l l  and hobby i s sewi ng. Rer  r el i gi on i s Buddhi sm. 

She has been out  of  t he Uni t ed St at es j ust  once, when she vi s i t ed J apan 

as a chi l d f rom December , 1925, to May, 19 26. ; j  

3. Hi st or y of  t he Fami l y 

The two were never  happi er  mar r i ed. Ther e wer e const ant  quar r el s because 

of  the fundament al  di f f er ences i n poi nt  of  vi ew between Mr . Takaki  and Mr s. 

Takaki . F i nal l y , ear l y i n 1941, t her e was a bi g quar r el . At  t hat  t i me, Mr . 

Takaki  t ol d hi s wi f e t o r et ur n t o her  par ent s and she di d eo.  ̂ She has been 

separ at ed from hi m ever  s i nce. She t ook back wi t h her  her  year - ol d daught er  

and t he f our  have l i ved t oget her  ever  si nce. I n t he meant i me, Mr . Takaki  

cont i nued to f ar m i n Yaki ma Val l ey. 

Or  May 14, 1942, Mr s. Takaki , her  daught er , and her  par ent s�Mr . and Mr s. 

F . I t o wer e evacuat ed to t he Pi nedal e Assembl y Cent er . Mr . Takaki  was evacuat ed 

t o t he Por t l and Assembl y Cent er , al t hough hi s wi f e di d not  know of  i t . On 

J ul y 20, 1942, t he Pi nedal e gr oup was r el ocat ed i n Tul e Lake. Mr . Takaki  was 

sent  t o Hear t  Mount ai n. 

I n Tul e Lake, t he f our  set t l ed i n room 590,4- E. I t  was soon di scover ed t hat  

t he f our  bai shakuni n f or  t he mar r i age�Mr . and Mr s. Fi yono and Mr s and Mr s. Faneko-

2. WRA- 26 
3. I n r ur al  J apan, aski ng a wi f e t o r et ur n t o her  par ent s was tantamount  

t o get t i ng a di vor ce. The onl y ot her  st ep necessar y was st r i ki ng her  name from 
t he koseki . 
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and one of  ?'r . Takaki 's cousi ns was pr esent  or  t he pr oj ect . One day, Mr s. 

Takaki  met  t he cousi n, Vr. George Takagi  of  bl ock 69, who t ol d her  of  t he 

wher eabout s of  her  husband. Thi s was t he f i r st  t i me t hat  Fumiko knew t hat  

her  husband vas at  Hear t  Mount ai n. 

I t  was not  l ong bef or e l "r . Takagi  and t he bai shakuni n began aeeki ng a 

r econci l i at i on, '"hen !'r s. Takaki  decl ar ed t hat  t hi s was i mpossi bl e, t hey 

t ol d her  t hat  t her e must  be some way t o get  t he two t oget her . Mr s. Takaki  

appar ent l y f ear ed t hat  t he f i ve wer e pl anni ng to have her  husband t r ansf er r ed 

t o Tul e Lake and appeal ed t o t he Soci al  'Vel f ar e Depar t ment  f or  hel p. 

She went  t o t he of f i ce on J anuar y 27, 1943, and st at ed t hat  she di d not  

wi sh to see her  husband agai n and made ar r angement s so t hat  she woul d know 

ahead of  t i me i f  her  husband di d make an appl i cat i on t o j oi n her .'* She st at ed 

t hat  she f ear ed t hat  i f  her  husband r et ur ned gr ave di f f i cul t i es woul d ar i se 

agai n. She st at ed t hat  she was sat i s f i ed wi t h t he pr esent  ar rangement  of  

l i v i ng wi t h her  par ent s and her  baby wi t hout  i nt er f er ence f r om her  husband. 

She was assur ed t hat  her  husband's appl i cat i on woul d be r ej ect ed i f  i t  

came. 

4. Tent at i ve Concl usi ons 

I n t hi s br i ef  case, we can see t he di f f i cul t i es t hat  ar i se when t her e i s 

a shar p di f f er ence i n val ues between t he gener at i ons. I n al l  pr obabi l i t y t hi s 

fundament al  di f f er ence di d cause the i ni t i al  di f f i cul t i es of  adj ust ment  and i t  

seems t hat  t he bai shakuni n l i kewi se had di f f er ent  i deas from Mr s. Takaki . Her  

opposi ng r econci l i at i on af t er  bei ng i n a cent er  i s qui t e under st andabl e. Econo-

mi cal l y she does not  need hi p; she can al so f i nd many new f r i ends. 

4. Appr oval  by both par t i es i s r equi r ed bef or e a t r ansf er  appl i cat i on i s 
even consi der ed. I t  woul d be di f f i cul t  f or  hi m t o t r ansf er  wi t hout  her  appr oval . 
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Surname 

TAKAKI  

Han's name 
I t  aro 

Cr oss r ef er ence F i l e Case # Surname 

TAKAKI  Woman's name 
Fumi ko 

Ot her  names used Fami l y # 
16308 

Pr esent  
addr ess 5904- E, Tul e Lake Pr oj ect , Newel l , Cal i f or ni a 

Cl ass i f i cat i on 
Dome st  i c- Trane f e r  
Ref er r ed by 

Her sel f  
Pr evi ous addr esses 

Rout e 3, Box 170, Hood Ri ver , Or egon 
Date 

J anuar y 27, 1943 
1. Evacuat ed from 

Hood Ri ver ..Or  eg on, on May 14, _ 1942 
2. Rel ocat ed from 

Pi nedal e Assembl y Cent er  on J ul y 20, 1942 

FAMILY COMPOSITION 

Name 
1 ; Ci t i zenshi p 

Bi r t hdat e |  Bi r t hpl ace j  st at us Past  " 
Occupat i on 
I n pr oj ect  j  Regi st er ed 

Fumi ko 1/21/14 
i  

Hood Ri ver  I  Ci t i zen 
Kouse-

? ? 

Mas ay e 
: ! 

3 year s j  Or egon < Ci t i zen 

_______ i  i _ 

: _ i  

! 

; 

j . 
i  1 1 
1 

: j  

Legal l y r esponsi bl e and 
ot her  r el at i ves 

1 � 
Rel at i onshi p \  Addr ess Number  dependent s 

I t ar o Takaki  husband ! Hear t  Mount ai n 0 

! 
i  

Ot her s i n househol d Rel at i onshi p j  Addr ess 

Mr . and Mr s. F . I t o 
" ! ' " ~ ' 

Par ent s ! 5904- E 0 

Vi s i t ed J apan TTho j  Vihoh . Per i od 
Fumiko I 2/25- 5/26 j  f i ve months 

Rel i gi on 
Buddhi st  



DOCUMENT TL- 38 

THE TAHARA FAMI LY 

CONFI DENTI AL 

Thi s document  cont ai ns no di sgui ses ot her  t han names. 
Al l  event s , dat es , p l ac es , and ot her  f ac t ual  dat a ar e 
accur at e t o t he bes t  knowl edge of  t he obser ver . No par t  
of  t hi s document  may be used f or  any pur pose what soever  
wi t hout  f ur t her  di s gui s es t o conceal  t he i dent i t i es of  
t he per sons i nvol ved and wi t hout  t he consent  of  t he di -
r ec t or  of  t he Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement  St udy. 

Sour ces of  I nf or mat i on: 

1. F i l es of  t he Communi t y Wel f ar e Depar t ment  i n 
t he Tul e Lake P r o j ec t , Case number  326. 

2. WRA- 26, I ndi v i dual  Recor d For ms, f or  t he 
t hr ee maj or  par t i es concer ned. 

Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement  St udy 
The Evacuee Fami l y i n Tul e Lake 
Chi cago, I l l i no i s 
Shi but ani , 7/ 28/ 43 
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THE TAHARA FAMI LY 

1. I nt r oduc t i on 

The Tahar a f ami l y c ons i s t s of  Mr s . Har u Tahar a ( 69) , her  

son Kazuo ( 40) , h i s wi f e Yoshi ko ( 35) , and t he younger  c o up l e' s 

f i v e c h i l dr en . Ther e had l ong been i n- l aw t r oubl e i n t hi s f ami l y , 

and t he d i f f i c u l t i es l ed t o much r umor  and goss i p i n Tul e L ak e. 

Mr s . Tahar a and her  daught er - i n- l aw never  di d get  al ong, and 

af t er  t he evacuat i on she r ef us ed t o l i v e wi t h her . 

Tahar a, a Hawai i an- bor n Ni s e i , and h i s wi f e wer e bot h 

educat ed i n t he Ter r i t o r y of  Hawai i . They speak Engl i s h t o each 

ot her  and t o t hei r  c h i l dr en , but  addr ess Mr s . Tahar a i n J apanese. 

Tahar a was f or mer l y a but c her  i n Sacr ament o. 

I ,I r s. Tahar a i s Buddhi s t , but  t he younger  coupl e hav e'no r el i -

gi ous pr ef er enc es . 

2. The I ndi v i dual s i n t he Fami l y 

Ha m Tahar a 

Har uko Mat suoka was bor n on Mar ch 26, 1873 i n Wakashi ma mur a, 

Kumamot o k en, J apan, wher e her  f at her  was a f ar mer . She spent  her  

ear l y days i n her  mur a, per f or mi ng t he dut i es expect ed of  a g i r l  

and hel p i ng about  t he hous e. She mar r i ed when she was a l i t t l e OTOP 

t went y and i n November , 1899, she mi gr at ed t o Hawai i  wi t h her  hus-
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band. She wor ked i n a pr i vat e home as a domest i c whi l e her  husband 

wor ked i n t he p l ant at i ons . Kazuo v/as bor n i n 1902, and i n 1904, 

her  husband deser t ed her  and l ef t  f or  t he mai nl and. She cont i nued 

t o wor k i n pr i vat e homes t o suppor t  her  son unt i l  t he t i me of  h i s 

mar r i age. She di d not  r et i r e unt i l  1939.- *-

About  1933, Ivlr. .Tahar a r et ur ned t o Hawai i  des t i t ut e, but  sinoee 

he had deser t ed her  i n t i me of  need and s i nce i t  now seemed t hat  

Kazuo v/oul d be r espons i bl e f or  suppor t i ng hi m, she sent  hi m away 

agai n. She has not  hear d f r om hi m s i n c e , 2 

Mr s. Tahar a i s f our  f eet  ni ne i nches t al l  and wei ghs 103 

pounds . She has no phys i c al  def ec t s . Havi ng had no f or mal  edu-

c at i on, she speaks J apanese, but  can nei t her  r ead nor  wr i t e. 

Her  one s k i l l  i s sewi ng; her  r el i g i o n i n Shi nshu B uddhi sm.3 

l i azuo Tahar a 

Kazuo Tahar a v/as bor n on Apr i l  5, 1002, i n Ai ea, Honol ul u, 

Ter r i t or y of  Hawai i . At  t he t i me of  h i s b i r t h , h i s f at her  was 

wor ki ng as a cont r act or  on a p l ant at i on, but  when he was t wo 

h i s f at her  di sappear ed. He at t ended t he Royal  Grammar  School  i n 

Honol ul u f r om Sept ember , 1910 t o J une, 1918, and t hen went  t o 

t he McKi nl ey Hi gh School  unt i l  J une, 1922, maj or i ng i n commer ce. 

I n t he meant i me he al so at t ended t he Honol ul u J apanese l anguage 

1. WRA- 26 f or  Mr s. Tahar a 
2. Test i mony of  Mr s. Tahar a on Febr uar y 8, 1943. Taken f r om 

t he case r ecor d i n t he Communi t y Wel f ar e Depar t ment  case 326 
2. WRA- 26 f or  Mr s . Tahar a 
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school  f r om Sept ember , 1910, t o J une, 1920. F o l l owi ng h i s gf aduat aon 

f r om hi gh s c hoo l , Kazuo at t ended t he Y . M. C . A . ni ght  school  i n 

Honol ul u f r om Sept ember , 1922, t o J une, 1924. 

He di d odd j obs her e and t her e i n Honol ul u and wi t h h i s mo the? 

managed t o ear n s ubs i s t enc e. Ear l y i n t he t h i r t i es , he mar r i ed 

Yoshi ko and had t o go t o wor k t o suppor t  her  and t hei r  c h i l dr en. 

I n December , 1937, t he young coupl e mi gr at ed t o t he Uni t ed St at es . 

Pr om December , l b>37, t o Mar ch, 1940, Kazuo wor ked i n t he Funa-

has hi  Mar ket  i n Sacr ament o as a but c her . Her e he ear ned $88. a 

mont h. He t hen went  t o wor k f o r  Kay 's Mar ket  as a but cher  and 

ear ned $150.00 a mont h. 

Kazuo i s 5 f eet  4 i nches t a l l  and wei ghs 122 pounds . He i s 

phy s i c al l y weak and cannot  do heavy l abo r . He can r ead, wr i t e, 

and speak Engl i s h , but  has onl y a speak i ng knowl edge of  J apanese. 

He has no hobbi es and no r e l i g i o n . -

Yoshi ko Tahar a 

Yoshi ko Tanaka wasfbor n on Oct ober  24, 1908, i n Puuneme, Maui , 

Ter r i t o r y of  Hawai i . She at t ended t he Puuneme Gr ammar  School  f r om 

Sept ember , 192>5, t o J une, 1922. She al so at t ended t he Honol ul u 

J apanese Language School  f r om Sept ember , 1915, t o J une, 1923. She 

was unabl e t o cont i nue her  educ at i on, however , due t o l ackoof  

f i nanc es . I t  was not  her  f or t une t o r et ur n t o school  agai n. 

A f t er  wor k i ng i n Honol ul u f or  sever al  year s , Yoshi ko mar r i ed 

Kazuo and set t l ed down. I n 1937, she mi gr at ed t o t he cont i nent  

wi t h hi m and al l  but  one of  her  c h i l dr en. 

4. WRA- 26 f or  Mr . Tahar a 
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Mr s. Tahar a i s f i v e f eet  t wo i nches t al i  and wei ghs 108 pounds . 

She wear s gl as s es , but  i s ot her wi se i n good heal t h. Her  s k i l l  i s 

cooki ng and her  hobby i s r eadi ng. She can r ead, wr i t e, and speak 

Engl i s h, but  has onl y a speaki ng knowl edge of  J apanese. Si nce her  

mar r i age, she has spent  much of  her  t i me t ak i ng car e of  her  chi l -

dr en, but  i n Sacr ament o she di d hel p Kazuo at  t he but cher  s hop.5 

5. The Hi s t or y of  t he Fami l y 

Mr s . Tahar a and her  daught er - i n- l aw coul d never  get  al ong. 

Even i n Hawai i  t hey wer e cons t ant l y quar r el i ng over  one t hi ng af t a? 

anot her . V.hen t he younger  f ami l y dec i ded t o mi gr at e t o t he con-

t i nent , I i azuo and Yoshi ko dec i ded t o separ at e f r om Mr s. Tahar a and 

l ef t  her  behi nd i n Hawai i . They al so l ef t  t hei r  o l dest  daught er  

t her e t o t ake car e of  her , but  i t  was not  l ong bef or e t he ol dest  

daught er  began pl eadi ng t hat  she be al l owed t o j o i n t he r es t  of  

t he f ami l y . Kazuo f i na l l y dec i ded t o send f or  bot h h i s daught er  

and mot her . 

A year  af t er  t he ar r i val  of  t he mot her  t he f ami l y t r oubl e star ted 

al l  over  agai n.. Kazuo t hen dec i ded t o send hi s mot her  t o a f r i end ' s 

home about  f i v e mi l es away, and he pai d f or  her  r oom and boar d. 

Mr s. Tahar a made f r equent  v i s i t s t o t he f ami l y wi t hout  caus i ng any 

t r oubl e. Sever al  di f f er ent  ver s i ons wer e gi ven of  t he sour ce of  

t he d i f f i c u l t y . 

Accor di ng t o Kazuo, he has been t r y i ng t o uni t e h i s f ami l y 

5. WRA- 26, f or  Mr s. Tahar a 
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i nt o a congeni al  gr oup f or  t he pas t  15 year s . However , he has been 

unsuc c ess f ul . Hi s mot her  c ont i nual l y makes demands upon h i s f ami l y 

t hat  t hey cannot  meet  wi t hout  exper i enc i ng cons i der abl e di scomf or t . 

He coul d see aft« no r eason why h i s whol e f ami l y had t o suf f er  on 

account  of  h i s mot her . 

Accor di ng t o Yoshi ko, her  mot her - i n- l aw i s ver y t al kat i ve 

and of t en di scussed wi t h f r i ends mat t er s whi ch wer e cons i der ed 

c onf i dent i al  t o t he f ami l y . She al so obj ec t ed t o her  J apanese 

i deas . She st at ed t hat  Mr s . Tahar a makes f r i ends ver y eas i l y 

but  because of  her  excess i ve t al k i ng t hey al l  dr i f t  away f r om her . 

Accor di ng t o Mr s . Tahar a, on t he ot her  hand, i t  was her  

daught er - i n- l aw who was t he sour ce of  t he d i f f i c u l t y . She f el t  

t hat  Yoshi ko never  l i k ed her  and had al ways ar gued wi t h her  about  

ever y t hi ng. She f e l t  t hat  she woul d s t i l l  l i k e t o l i ve wi t h her  

son !s f ami l y i n spi t e of  t he unpl easant ness of  i t  a l l . ° 

On May 18, 1942, t he f ami l y was evacuat ed t o t he Wal er ga 

Assembl y Cent er  and f or  t he f i r s t  t i me i n a year ' or  so ever yone 

had t o l i ve t oget her . I mmedi at el y d i f f i c u l t i es ar ose and Yoshi ko 

r ef used t o have t he o l d l ady l i v i ng wi t h t he f ami l y . She moved 

t o an apar t ment  wi t h her  f r i ends , Mr . and Mr s. Tanahashi . 

On J upe 18, 1942, t he gr oup was r el ocat ed t o t he Tal e Lake 

P r o j ec t . For  t he f i r s t  t wo weeks , Mr s . Tahar a cont i nued t o l i v e 

wi t h t he Tanahashi s and t hen she t r i ed t o move i n wi t h her  son. 

Once agai n, t r oubl e br oke out , and t hi s t i me t he mat t er  was 

r ef er r ed t o t he Soc i al  Wel f ar e Depar t ment . The Housi ng Depar t -

ment  f i na l l y moved her  i nt o anot her  apar t ment  at  2818- F . Mr s. 

Tahar a was di s t ur bed about  t hi s and al so t he f ac t  t hat  her  son 

had r ef used t o al l ow her  t o eval uat e under  t he same f ami l y number . 
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Mr s . Tahar a cont i nued- t o l i v e separ at el y f r om her  s on's f ami l y . 

She st opped over  f r equent l y t o v i s i t  her  gr andchi l dr en and no ser i ous 

d i f f i c u l t i es ar ose. I nasmuch as Kazuo was havi ng a d i f f i c u l t  t i me 

suppor t i ng h i s f ami l y on t he meagr e i ncome f r om h i s mess hal l  j ob, 

he coul d not  gi ve much money t o h i s mot her . She became des t i t ut e 

and on Febr uar y 8, 1943, had t o appl y f o r  r e l i e f . She was gi ven 

a Publ i c Ass i s t ance Gr ant  f or  F ebr uar y .  ̂

4. Comments 

The Tahar a f ami l y i s qui t e i nt er es t i ng i n spi t e of  t he s c ar c i t y 

of  dat a. Her e we have t he shar p c l as h 'o f  def i n i t i o ns of  t he si t ua-

t i on, whi ch ar e gener al l y r ef er r ed t o as "cul t ur e c o nf l i c t s . ! ! Al l  

par t i es i n t he s t r uggl e pr obabl y f e l t  ver y j us t i f i ed i n t hei r  s t ands , 

and t hei r  pos i t i ons ar e under s t andabl e onl y i f  we cons i der  t he mar i ner  

i n whi ch each i ndi v i dual  concei ved of  h i s or  her  r ol e and r espon-

s i b i l i t y . . 

Fr om Mr s. Tahar a*s po i nt  of  v i ew, her  son and daught er - i n- l aw 

wer e commi t t i ng act s onl y a l i t t l e shor t  of  c r i mmi nal . She pr obabl y 

f el t  much l i k e a mar t yr , t hi nk i ng t hat  she woul d agr ee t o t hei r  

demands onl y t o save t hem (her  chi l dr en) f r om di sgr ace i n t he com-

muni t y . To a woman who gai ned her  concept i ons of  her  r o l es i n 

ol d r ur al  J apan, such f i l i a l  i mpi et y was unhear d o f . - ere she had 

wor ked as a domest i c f or  so many year s t o send her  son t o school , 

6. Case Recor d i n Soc i al  Wel f ar e, J une 18, 1942. 
7. Case Recor d i n Soc i al  Wel f ar e, Febr uar y 8, 1943. 
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and he t hr ows her  out  of  h i s house j ust  f or  a woman.' She had 

s ac r i f i c ed ever yt hi ng i n t he expec t at i on t hat  he woul d car e f or  

her  i n her  ol d age (as was t he cust om i n J apan) , but  he was al l owi ng 

her  t o go on r e l i e f . No doubt  what  was r ef er r ed t o as "J apanese 

i deas " by Yoshi ko cons i s t ed of  l ec t ur es by Mr s. Tahar a expl ai ni ng 

her  pos i t i on t o her  chi l dr en and j us t i f y i ng her  s t and. 

To t wo A mer i can- bor n and Amer i can- t r ai ned peopl e, such a vi ew 

mi ght  seem obj ec t i onabl e, and c er t ai nl y t he const ant  r epeat i ng of  

Mr s. Tahar a's s t and mi ght  be enough t o i r r i t at e anyone. I n Amer i can 

soc i et y , a c hi l d i s emanci pat ed (supposedl y) when he i s 21 year s 

of  age and i s supposed t o be f r ee t o l i v e hi s own l i f e . Nat ur al l y 

t hey woul d r esent  t he i nt er f er ence of  an ol der  per son who ent er s 

t he f ami l y scene wi t h t he assumpt i on t hat  she knows ever yt hi ng. 

Wher eas Mr s. Tahar a woul d cons i der  her s el f  and. her  chi l dr en 

and gr andchi l dr en as member s of  one l ar ge f ami l y , her  chi l dr en 

woul d pr obabl y def i ne t he f ami l y mor e nar r owl y t o exc l ude i n- l aws. 

Vi/hat  i s cons i der ed c onf i dent i al  i n Amer i ca (such as mat t er  per t ai ni ng 

t o sex) ar e not  t abu i n J apan. Thus , each i ndi v i dual  may be con-

vi nced t hat  he or  she i s doi ng t he "r i ght " t hi ng i n al l  s i nc er i t y , 

but  t he di f f er enc es i n t he def i n i t i ons of  t he s i t uat i on br i ng about  

mi sunder st andi ngs and c o nf l i c t .  ̂
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Surnam.e 

TAH ARB. 

Man's name 
Kazuo 

Cross reference Fi l e 
CWD 

Case f t -
326 

Surnam.e 

TAH ARB. Woman's name 
Vo.shi ka 

Other  names used Fami l y # 2 Q 1 5 1 

Present  
address 2818- F , and 2916 - D, Tui e Lake 

Cl assi f i cat i on 
I nt er nal - Dr amest i c 

New.eX.l i .... Cal i f  ö r ni a  
Refer red by 

Bl ock Manager  
Previous addresses 

1323 6t h St r eet . Sacr ament o, Cal i f  
Date 

J une 18. 1942 
1. Evacuated fro: 

Sacr ament o., .Cal i f  or ni a...on...May . 18x 1942 
2. Rel ocated from 

j ?al er £a,. Assemb&y....Cent gr ....on . J un .̂.1.8X...19,42 � 

FAMILY COMPOSITION 

Name 
! 

Bi r thdate j  Ei r t hpl ace 
Ci t i zenshi pJ  

status j  Past  
Occurat i on 
In proj ect  Regi stered 

Kazuo 4/ 5/ 02 ! Hawai i  Ci t i zen t at chei  Me s s 

� -

Yes 

Yo shi ko 10/ 24/ 08 ! Hawai i  Ci t i zen Wi f e None No 

F i ve Chi l dr e n 
� 

u,..s, Ci t i zens None l one N.O. 

; 

j  
! 
j  » .1. 

! 
i  
1 

Legal l y responsi bl e am. 
other  r el at i ves ,'l r  t i onshi p Address 

i  
; Numi  r  dependents 

Mr s . I l ar u Tàhar a Mot her  2818- F 
! 

J 0 

1 1 i « 

Others i n househol d Rel at i onshi p Address j 

T 
Vi si t ed J apan ; Who j  Vihon , Per i od 

Rel i gi on 
B. uddhi s t  



DOCUMENT TL- 40 

THE MATSUOKA FAMILY 

CONFI DENTI AL 

Thi a document  cont ai ns no di s gui s es ot her  t han 
names. Al l  dat es and event s ar e accur at e t o t he best  
knowl edge of  t he i nves t i gat o r . No par t  of  t hi s docu-
ment  may be used f or  any pur pose what soever  wi t hout  
f ur t her  di sgui ses t o conceal  t he i dent i t y of  t he 
per sons i nvol ved and wi t hout  t he consent  of  t he 
di r ec t or  of  t he Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement  St udy. 

Sour ces of  I nf or mat i on: 

1. Case r ecor d of  t he Mat suoka f ami l y i n t he 
f i l es of  t he Communi t y wel f ar e Depar t ment  
i n Tul e Lake P r o j ec t . 

2. I nt er v i ews by Mr s . Gr ace Hashi  "uchi , Mr s . 
Ni wa, Mi ss Naoko Hoshi no, a l l  s t af f  mem-
ber s of  t he Soc i al  Wel f ar e Depar t ment . 

3 . I nt er v i ew wi t h Mi ss Hi deko Nakazawa, 
medi cal  soc i al  wor ker . 

4. WRA- 26, I ndi v i dual  Recor d Form f or  Mr . 
and Mr s . Mat suoka and Fumi ye Mat suoka. 

Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement  St udy 
Chi cago, I l l i no i s 
Shi but ani , August  27, 1943 
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DOCUMENT TL- 40 

THE MATSUOKA FAMILY 

1. Int roduct i on 

The Matsuoka fami l y consi sts of Matsutaro Matsuoka, 60; hi s 

wi f e, Seki yo, 44, and thei r 10 chi l dr en: Fumi ye, 19; Masayuki , 15; 

George, 21; Ben, 13; Toshi ko, 11; Yaeko, 9; J oe, 7; Takara, 5; Kay, 

3; and Tome, born in Tul e Lake. The fami l y or gi nal l y l i ved in 

Auburn, Washi ngton and came to Tul e Lake from Pi nSdal e. Matsutaro 

was formerl y a farmer . 

2. I ndi vi dual s in Fami l y 

1_. Matsutaro Matsuoka 

Matsutaro Matsuoka was born on December 15, 1881 in Hi ura-

mura, Hi roshi ma Ken, J apan where hi s father was a farmer . He 

attended Hiura- mura grammar school  from Apr i l , 18b« to March, 1892 

and then worked for hi s father unt i l  1900. In March, 1900 he mi-

grated to the Uni ted States and di d odd j obs on var i ous farms up 

and down the Paci f i c Coast . In October , 1918, hi s wi f e, a pi cture 

br i de, j oi ned him but he cont i nued as a farm l abor er . In 1918 he 

went to J apan for a few months but returned wi th al l  hi s chi l dr en. 

/«V 

In Octofber , 1931 he star ted a truck farm in Renton, Washing-

ton and supported hi s fami l y unt i l  November, 1941. At that t ime he 

moved to Auburn and opened another truck farm. Hi s wi fe and chi l d-

ren hel ped him and the fami l y group worked for subsi st ence. 
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Matsutar o i s £ f t . 4 i n. t al l  and wei ghs 145 pounds. He has 

no physi cal  def ect s. He can r ead, wr i t e and speak J apanese onl y. 

Hi s hobby i s r eadi ng f i ct i on i n J apanese magazi nes. Hi s r el i gi on 

i s Buddhi st .1 

2. Seki yo Matsuoka 

Seki yo Ni shi moto was born on March 8, 1897 in Kuchi mura, Hi -

roshi ma Ken, J apan. She at tended Kuchi mura grammar school  from 

Apr i l , 1904 to March, 1910. In (October, 1918 she mi grated to Ameri ca 

as a pi ct ur e br i de and marr i ed Mat sut ar o. From t he t i me of her 

ar r i val  she has cared for the chi l dr en and worked on the farm hel p-

i ng whenever she, coul d. 

Seki yo i s 4 f t . 8 i n. t al l  and wei ghs 135 pounds. She cl ai ms 

she has no physi cal  defect s except "femal e t roubl e af t er the bi r t h 

of itifr l ast baby." She can r ead, wr i t e and speak J apanese onl y. Her 

hobbi es are kni t t i ng, sewi ng and cooki ng. Her r el i gi on i s Buddhi st . 

3.  Fuml ye Matsuoka 

Fumiye Matsuoka was born on J une 20, 1922 i n Kent , Washi ngt on. 

In J ul y, 1929 she was sent to J apan by her parents and at tended 

Hiura- mura grammar school  from Apr i l , 1930 to March, 1938. She con-

t i nued to l i ve wi t h her grandmother unt i l  J une, 1938 when she re-

turned to Amer i ca. She at tended Renton grammar school  i n Washi ngton 

for two years and then began hel pi ng her mother at home. 

Fumiye i s 5 f t . t al l  and wei ghs 130 pounds. She has no phy-

si cal  def ect s. She can read and wr i t e Engl i sh and can r ead, wr i t e 

1. WRA-20. 
2. WRA- 26. 
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and speak J apanese. Her hobby i s f l ower arrangement. Her r el i gi on 

i s Buddhi st .5 

3. Fami l y In Tul e Lake 

The Matsuoka fami l y evacuated to Pi nedal e Assembl y Center on 

May 15, 1942. They were rel ocated to Tul e Lake on J ul y 24. They 

were gi ven four adj oi ni ng apartments in Ward 7, apartments 1715-

C,D,E, and F. 

The fami l y was the center of resentment on the part of the 

nei ghbors part l y because Fumiye was al ways forced to work so har d. 

Mr . Matsuoka cl ai med he was too ol d to work and stayed home most of 

the t i me. Hi s wi f e, who was pregnant , went to work as a domesti c 

whi l e Fumiye stayed home doi ng house work. Nei ghbors sai d that a 

gi r l  her age shoul d be gi ven an opportuni ty to pl ay wi t h gi r l s her 

age and cr i t i c i zed the fami l y. 

More ser i ous di f f i cul t i es broke out in the f al l  when on Octo-

ber 1 Fumiye gave bi r t h to an i l l egi t i mat e boy at the base hospi t al . 

Dr . Akamatsu, who attended her at the time of bi r t h, quest i oned her 

regardi ng the baby's father but coul d get no i nformat i on. She 

stated that she di d not know who the fat her was and added that she 

di d not know of her condi t i on unt i l  the mi dwi fe in the center ex-

amined her . She seemed to be suspi ci ous of everyone and the onl y 

person she t rusted was Kumaj i ro Takeda of 7403. On October 14 

she was di scharged from the hospi t al . 

On October 20 a soci al  worker cal l ed on Mi ss Matsuoka and 

quest i oned her regardi ng the chi l d's parentage. Her repl y was "I 

3. WRA- 26. 
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don't know who i t i s. I don't know how i t happened."2* During the 

course of the i ntervi ew Mr . Matsuoka cl ai med that he had sent Fumiye 

to J apan at the age of 7 and di d not return unt i l  she was 15. He 

stated that af t er 8 years separat i on hi s wi fe l ost al l  i nterest in 

her and had no af fect i on for her . Hi e wi fe created an unpl easant 

atmosphere naggi ng, scol di ng and threateni ng and he sai d that he was 

verv unhappy because of hi s wi f e's i l l - temper . He added that Fumiye 

was pat i ent and a hard worker and j ust pr i or to evacuat i on worked in 

an Ameri can fami l y. 

Mr . and Mrs. Mgsutaro Ni t t a, cl ose f r i ends of the fami l y, 

agreed to become Fumi ye's guardi an and star ted to make arrangements 

to have the chi l d adopted. The soci al  worker , not knowi ng what was 

meant by the term "havi ng the chi l d adopt ed", agreed anc dropped the 

i nvest i gat i on.5 

On October 26 Mr . Matsuoka appl i ed for publ i c assi stance grant 

from another soci al  worker who di d not know of the other di f f i cul -

t i es of the fami l y or of the act i vi t i es of her col l eague in the de-

partment. At t hi s t ime Matsuoka cl ai med that hi s wi fe was the onl y 

member of the l arge fami l y who was worki ng, stat i ng that Fumiye man-

aged the househol d, t her efor e, was unempl oyabl e, that another son 

had been hospi t al i zed for some time and coul d not f i nd what was 

wrong. He stated that two more chi l dren had been sent to the hos-

pi t al . Af t er Matsuoka made hi s appl i cat i on he l ef t the bui l di ng. 

4. Accordi ng to the soci al  worker Fumiye di d not seem to un-
derstand r el at i onshi p between sexual  i ntercourse concept i on and 
chi l dbi r t h and consequent l y di d not understand why she had a baby. 

5. By havi ng a "chi l d adopted" was meant to f i nd a sui t abl e 
husband for Fumiye who would adopt the chi l d. Thi s meant the 19 
year ol d gi r l  woul d probabl y marry an i ssei  or ki bei perhaps twi ce 
or three t i mes her age. gWD f i l es of October 20, 1942. 



Document TE-41 F age 5 

Mr . I ser i  spoke to the soci al  worker about the fami l y. He tol d her 

he coul d not understand why Mr s. Matsuoka was worki ng whi l e she had 

a four months ol d baby. She cl ai med that Fumiye was t reated "l i ke 

a sl ave" goi ng no pl ace for amusement and no havi ng contact wi th 

peopl e her age.  ̂

The fami l y was gi ven a grant for November because of i t s si ze 

and smal l  i ncome. Matsuoka had stated short l y before evacuat i on the 

fami l y sol d everythi ng they owned but spent al l  the money they got . 

Tke status of the fami l y dropped in the eyes of the community not 

onl y were they on r el i ef but wi th the bi r t h of an i l l egi t i mat e chi l d 

peopl e began wonder i ng what was happeni ng. Fumiye was taki ng care 

of her baby si st er as wel l  as her own baby whi l e her mother was work-

i ng al l  day. The fact that three chi l dren in a row were conf i ned in 

the hospi tal  from an ai l ment doctors were unabl e to di agnose r ai sed 

suspi ci on in the minds of nei ghbor s.? 

On November 25 Mr s. Matsuoka had to qui t work because of col d 

weather and the fol l owi ng day was gi ven an emergency operat i on at 

the base hospi tal  for appendi ci t i s. 

In the meantime i t was announced th&t Fumiye was engaged to be 

marr i ed to Mr . Umio Nomura, 40, a man who former l y worked as a saw 

mi l l  hand in Washi ngton. The coupl e appl i ed for a marr i age l i cense 

and pl anned to be marr i ed when Mr s. Matsuoka regai ned her st rength. 

Nomura agreed to accept the baby, named Kenj i . The bai shakuni n were 

6. Mr s. Hashi guchi  who took the appl i cat i on for r el i ef stated 
that Matsuoka did not mention anythi ng about Fumi ye's baby and was 
qui te surpr i sed to l earn t hi s when she checked the previ ous r ecor d. 

7. Al l  three chi l dr en were conf i ned in the hospi tal  wi thi n a 
per i od of three months. Doctors were unabl e to f i nd anythi ng wrong 
wi th them al though i t was obvi ous they were in i l l  heal t h. State-
ment of the medi cal  soci al  worker , Mi ss Nakazawa. 
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l i st ed as Mr . and Mrs. Ni t ta and Mr . and Mrs. G. Marutani , both of 

Bl ock 70. 8 

4. Comments 

Further detai l s of thi s case i s forthcomi ng from Tul e Lake. 

Mr s. Lucy Suzuki , medi cal  soci al  worker , who i ntervi ewed Fumiye on 

several  occasi ons, got two stor i es about the parentage of her chi l d. 

On one hand heavy suspi ci on of i nceat pr evai l s. Mr . Matsuoka's re-

act i on at the time of the f i r st i ntervi ew woul d seem to i ndi cate 

something of thi s nature and perhaps hi s wi f e's at t i tude coul d al so 

substant i ate t hi s suspi ci on. On the other hand the gi r l  admi tted 

that whi l e she was worki ng in a fami l y she had been attacked by one 

of the men t her e. She was not cer tai n whether the concepti on took 

pl ace from her father when she was at tacked. 

The di sposal  of young gi r l s wi th i l l egi t i mat e chi l dren i s 

very si mi l ar to the act i on di ctated by unwr i t ten codes of J apan. In 

r ur al  J apan when a gi r l  has an i l l egi t i mat e chi l d she general l y 

marr i es not the man Who i s the fat her of the chi l d but another man, 

a wi dower, a person of l ower .cl ass.st at us or someone el se consi dered 

l ess desi r abl e for a husband.9 In thi s case as wel l  as in c ases 

descr i bed in Documents TL- 47, TL- l Ob some f r i end of the fami l y was 

consul ted who in turn became a bai shakuni n and contacted some i ssei 

who wanted a wi f e. The i ssei  woul d agree to adopt the chi l d. 

8. Mrs. Mi wa's recordi ng of l ast i ntervi ew sai d Fumiye l ooked 
very happy and that the whole probl em seemed to have been sol ved. 
Mr s. Niwa concl uded everythi ng was al l  r i ght because fumi ye was 
l i vi ng l i ke a chi l d. CWD f i l es of November 5, 1942. 

9. See chapt er  on "F ami l y" i n J .M. Embr ee's "Suyemur a", 
Chi cago, Uni ver s i t y of  Chi cago P r es s , 1939. 
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Tul e Lake Pr oj ect , Newel l , Cal i f or ni a 
Shi but ani , 3/7/43 
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THE I WASAKI  FAMILY 

1. Composi t i on and Char act er i st i cs of  the Fami l y 

The I wasaki  f ami l y consi st s of  Mr . I Ci j i r o I wasaki  ( 59) , hi s wi f e Masaye 

(42) , and f our  chi l dr en��Li i nor u (23) , Yoshi o (20) , Kaname (17) , and Yaeko (15) . 

Mr . I wasaki  was r el eased from t he Sant a Fe I nt er nment  Camp to Tul e Lake on 

par ol e on J ul y 18, 1942. The r est  of  t he f ami l y came f rom Sacramento t hr ough 

"Val erga Assembl y Cent er . 

F r . I wasaki  i s a wel l - educat ed man and has a f l uent  command <&£> both Eng-

l i sh and J apanese. Hi s wi f e can r ead, wr i t e, and speak J apanese, but  has l i t t l e 

under st andi ng of  Engl i sh, The f our  chi l dr en ar e al l  bi l i ngual . 

The I wasaki  f ami l y i s wel l - t o- do and wel l  r espect ed i n Sacr ament o. They 

wer e consi der ed one of  t he weal t hi er  f ami l i es i n the ar ea. Mr . I wasaki  was 

consi der ed one of  the l eader s of  t he J apanese communi t y�as wer e most  men wi t h 

"whi t e- col l ar " j obs . 

The f ami l y i s Buddhi st .1 

2. The I ndi vi dual s i n t he Fami l y 

Si .i i r o I wasaki  

"Fr ank" E i j i r o I wasaki  was born on May 19, 1884, i n Tokyo, J apan, where hi s 

f at her  was a bui l di ng cont r act or . He at t ended t he Kanda grammar  school  i n Tokyo 

1. Dat a from I ndi vi dual  Recor d f or ms, WRA- 26, and from t he f i l es of  t he 
Soci al  Wel f ar e Depar t ment , her eaf t er  r ef er r ed to as CWD f i l es , case f /10018. 
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f rom Apr i l , 1890, t o Mar ch, 189 6. He t hen went  on to the I- .nada hi gh school  

and gr aduat ed t her e i n J anuar y, 1901. I n t he meant i me, he had been at t endi ng 

t he Sei soku Engl i sh School  i n Tokyo f r om Apr i l , 1898, t o ...ar ch, 1901. I t  was 

at  t hi s t i me t hat  he, at  the age of  17, mi gr at ed to t he Uni t ed St at es. 

He r eached San Fr anci sco i n August , 1901, and got  a j ob i n a pr i vat e home 

t her e, wor ki ng as a cook and wai t er  f or  y40. a month, pl us room and boar d. For  

f our  months i n 1902 he at t ended t he Techni cal  Hi gh School  i n San Fr anci sco and 

t hen at t ended St anf or d Uni ver si t y f r om 1902 t o 1904. Af t er  compl et i ng two year s 

at  St anf or d, he t r ansf er r ed to t he Uni ver si t y of  I ndi ana and st udi ed t her e f or  

si x months i n 1904. 

He r et ur ned to San Fr anci sco and went  to vcrk at  t he pr i vat e home where he 

had f i r s t  f ound empl oyment  as a "school - boy". He r emai ned t her e unt i l  J anuar y, 

1925, when he r et ur ned to J apan f or  a v i s i t . He r et ur ned to the Uni t ed St at es 

i n Apr i l  of  t hat  year  and st ar t ed a whol esal e f r ui t  and veget aol e company i n 

Sacr ament o. I n Kar ch, 19 27, he gave up t hi s busi ness and r ecei ved a posi t i on 

as a cour t  i nt er pr et er  i n Sacr ament o. He t hen opened a r eal  est at e of f i ce and 

ear ned hi s l i vel i hood i n t hat  manner  unt i l  he was i nt er ned as a "danger ous al i en." 

Ei j i r o i s 5' 6" t al l  and wei ghs 120 pounds. Asi de f rom t he f act  t hat  he 

has t o wear  gl asses, t her e i s not hi ng wr ong wi t h hi m physi cal l y.  ̂ He i s r at her  

pl easant  i n per sonal i t y.2 He has a f l uent  command of  bot h Engl i sh and J apanese, 

al t hough he seems t o pr ef er  J apanese. Hi s hobbi es ar e pl ayi ng ¿d"* and wat chi ng 

basebal l  games» Hi s f ai t h i s Buddhi st .~ 

2. WRA- 26. 
3. I nt er vi ew wi t h Mr s. Akamat su, t he case wor ker . 

22. a Same pl ayed by J apanese (possi bl y by Chi nese t oo) whi ch some-
what  r esembl es checker s. Shogi  i s a si mi l ar  game. The r i gi d cl ass st r uct ur e 
of  f eudal  and modern J apan ar e r ef l ect ed i n t he pl ayi ng of  t hese games. Go i s 
supposed to be t he game of  t he "upper " c l asses. Those who consi der  t hemsel ves 
t o be i n t he hi gher  cl asses i ns i st  on pl ayi ng ¡ ;o; wher eas t he ot her s do not  
seem t o care par t i cul ar l y what  t hey pl ay. 

5. WRA- 26. 



I  "as aye I wasaki  

Masaye Nakayama v/ae born on November  1, 1898, i n 'i 'suyuki  r aur a, Fukuoka ken 

J apan, wher e her  f at her  was a f ar mer . She at t ended t he Tsuyuki  grammar  school  

i n Fukuoka from Apr i l , 1906, t o Far ch, 1912, and t he Ki i yushu hi gh school , al so 

i n Fukuoka, f rom Apr i l , 1912, t o Har ch, 1915. 

One j rear  af t er  her  gr aduat i on, her  f ami l y deci ded to mi gr at e t o Amer i ca. 

Hasaye came to t he Uni t ed St at es wi t h her  par ent s i n August , 1917. Her  f at her  

opened a r est aur ant  her e. She t hen mar r i ed Ei j i r o and di d housewor k and r ear ed 

her  f our  chi l dr en i n Sacr ament o. 

1:asaye i s 4' S" t al l  and wei ghs 122 pounds. She l ooks much ol der  t han she 

i s . Physi cal l y, she i s i n good heal t h�except  for  weak i gyes. She can r ead, 

wr i t e, and speak J apanese, but  has l i t t l e under st andi ng of  Engl i sh. Her  f ai t h 

i s Buddhi st .6 

3. The Hi st or y of  t he Fami l y 

Mr . and I  r s . I wasaki  v/ere mar r i ed soon af t er  her  ar r i val  i n the Uni t ed 

St at es. At  t hat  t i me, he was wor ki ng as a cook i n a pr i vat e home. Thei r  f i r s t  

sor , Mi nor u, was born i n 1919. Af t er  1'r . I wasaki  r et ur ned f r om J apan i n 19 26, 

the f ami l y moved t o Sacr ament o. The l ast  chi l d was born t her e i n 19 27. I t  

was about  t hi s t i me t hat  I r . I wasaki  went  to work as a cour t  i nt er pr et er .7 

Al l  went  wel l  unt i l  about  1934 or  1935 when Mr . I wasaki  began havi ng 

r el at i ons wi t h anot her  woman i n Sacr ament o. I n spi t e of  hi s wi f e's pl eas, he 

cont i nued hi s r el at i ons unt i l  t he t i me when her  was i nt er ned.° A f ew months 

befor e evacuat i on, 1 r . I wasaki  was ar r est ed by t he F . 3. I . and was sent  to the 

6. WRA- 26. 
7. THl A- 26' s and t he case r ecor d, CT.YD f i l es , case ,10018. 
8. Ther e i s some suspi ci on t hat  t he "ot her  woman" mi ght  be I r s . ; i t suko 

Nomur a, who i s di scussed i n Document  TL- 110. No conf i r mat i on of  t hi s suspi ci on 
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Sant a Fe I nt er nment  Camp i n Ve\ 'i  Mexi co. 

The r est  of  t he f ami l y was evacuat ed t o the l .al er ga Assembl y Cent er  on 

Eay 16, 1942, and t r ansf er r ed, t o Tul e Lake on J une 16. The "ot her  woman", whose 

name both i  r . and Mr s. I wasaki  r ef use to di vul ge, al so r el ocat ed to t he same 

cent er  wi t h her  t hr ee chi l dr en.-

4. Devel opment al  Account  of  the Fami l y i n Tul e Lake 

The I wasaki  f ami l y ar r i ved i n Tul e Lake on J une 15, 1942. The el dest  son, 

-  i nor u, became t he bl ock manager  of  27 and t he f ami l y managed to get  al ong qui t e 

wel l . I  r . I wasaki  was r el eased from the Sant a Fe camp on J ul y 18 and ar r i ved 

on the pr oj ect  soon af t er . 

Al l  was wel l  f or  a mont h. By t he mi ddl e of  August , however , Mr s. I wasaki  

began havi ng suspi ci ons t hat  her  husband was unt r ue to her  and began naggi ng hi m. 

He deni ed t hat  he had seen t he "ot her  woman" but  she woul d not  bel i eve hi m and 

i nsi st ed upon f ol l owi ng hi m ar ound wher ever  he went . F i nal l y t hey agr eed t hat  

the best  sol ut i on to t he pr obl em woul d be to have hi m sent  to anot her  pr oj ect , 

and t hey went  t o t he Soci al  Wel f ar e Depar tment  t o ask f or  a t r ansf er . 

The f i r s t  r equest  f or  Mr . I wasaki 's t r ansf er  was made on August  27, but  

because of  t he di sor gani zed st at e of  t he Soci al  Wel f ar e Of f i ce t he r equest  was 

not  sent  to t he W.R.A. r egi onal  of f i ce unt i l  September  8. To act i on v/as t aken. 

By t he f i r s t  of  Oct ober  t he si t uat i on had become gr ave and Mr . I wasaki  was des-

per at e. Fe was r el uct ant  to giLve the name of  the woman wi t h whom he had been 

associ at ed, but  he t ol d the soci al  wor ker  t hat  the si t uat i on was becomi ng so 

acut e t hat  he f el t  hi s l i f e t o be i n danger  i f  he wer e not  t r ansf er r ed i mmedi at el y. 

9. CWD f i l es , case 10018. 
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Mr s. Hal l e, t he super vi sor  of  t he Soci al  Wel f ar e Depar t ment , f el t , however , 

t hat  t he case was "obvi ousl y" not  one on whi ch t he depar tment  woul d or di nar i l y 

r equest  f or  t r ansf er . She f el t  t hat  t her e was not hi ng i n t he pr evi ous r ecor d 

to i ndi cat e j ust  why ,cv. I wasaki  shoul d be made an except i on to t he gener al  r ul e, 

and she t her ef or e di d not  t ake any act i on ot her  t han ask Dr . J acoby, Chi ef  of  

I nt er nal  Secur i t y, to ask hi s war dens to get  f ur t her  i nformat ion.- 1- 0 

3y Oct ober  17, the si t uat i on had come t o a head. Mr . I wasaki  was desper at e 

and st at ed t hat  he woul d vi ol at e hi s par ol e so t hat  he coul d be sent  back to 

t he i nt er nment  camp i f  t hat  wer e t he onl y way i n whi ch he coul d get  out  of  t he 

pr oj ect . He st at ed t hat  t her e mi ght  be a murder  of  two or  t hr ee per sons, al t hough 

he di d not  say who woul d be murdered and who woul d do i t . I. r s. I wasaki  st at ed, 

however , t hat  t he f eel i ng i n t he f ami l y had become so i nt ense t hat  nei t her  she 

nor  her  husband coul d st and i t  any l onger . Si nce Mr s. Hal l e had l ef t  t he pro-

j ec t 11 , t he mat t er  was t aken up wi t h Mr . Fl emi ng, Chi ef  of  Communi ty Ser v i ces .12 

Mr . and Mr s. I wasaki  al so went  to the admi ni st r at i on bui l di ng to see Mr . 

Fi l mi ng and f i nal l y i t  was deci ded t hat  Mr . Shi r r el l  woul d phone San Fr anci sco. 

Unf or t unat el y, Mr . Pet r i e was not  avai l abl e i n the r egi onal  of f i ce, and t he 

mat t er  had to be put  of f  unt i l  I  onday, Oct ober  19. 

On t he way back f r om t he admi ni st r at i on bui l di ng, Mr . and Mr s. I wasaki  

st opped at  t he Soci al  Wel f ar e of f i ce ana asked t hat  when hi s per mi t  came, he 

was not  t o be cal l ed at  hi s home. He sai d t hat  he woul d cal l  at  t he of f i ce 

f or  i t . 1 3 

The t r avel  per mi t  ar r i ved by wi r e Monday af t er noon, but  1 r . I wasaki  st axed 

t hat  he woul d be unabl e to l eave t hat  ni ght , i n spi t e of  t he fact  t hat  al l  

10. CWD f i l es , case //10018, Oct ober  17, 1942. 
11. See sect i on on "Soci al  Wel f ar e" i n St r uct ur al  Repor t  on Mr s. Hal l e. 
12. CWD f i l es , case ,/ l 0018, Oct ober  17, 1942. 
13. I t  became obvi ous l at er  t hat  Mr . and I r s . I wasaki  wer e t r yi ng t o 

keep t he news f r om t hei r  chi l dr en. 
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ar r angement s had been made f or  escor t s, because he had t o be chai rman of  t he 

bl ock meet i ng. I t  was deci ded t hat  Mr . I wasaki  woul d l eave the f ol l owi ng ni ght . 

On Oct ober  20, t he dat e of  Mr . I wssak i 's depar t ur e, hi s el dest  son went  t o 

see Mr . Shi r r el l  to st op hi s f at her 's t r ansf er . He had not  known anyt hi ng of  

i t  unt i l  hi s mother  t ol d hi m t hat  t hey had made the ar r angement s .  ̂ Ther e was 

some di st ur bance and f i nal l y Mr , Fl emi ng and Mr . Shi r r el l  gave .I nor u t he whol e 

st or y, whi ch he had appar ent l y not  known. 

A si gned st at ement  was made concer ni ng t he t r a n s f e r 1  ̂ and on the morni ng 

of  Oct ober  21, 1942, ! r . I wasaki  l ef t  Tul e Lake f or  Mi ni doka Rel ocat i on Cent er .15 

5. Conf l i ct i ng Account s 

1 "r . Iv/asak i  ' s st at  emer.t : 

"I  was associ at ed wi t h a woman i n Sacramento f or  about  7 year s. Si nce 

I  came her e I  never  v i s i t  her  but  my wi f e cl ai ms I  have been vi s i t i ng her . 

My wi f e wi l l  not  bel i eve me. I  t hi nk i t  best  f or  me t o go t o anot her  cent er  and 

I  bel i eve i f  I  st ay her e t her e wi l l  be t r oubl e i n my f ami l y. Ther ef or e, I  wi sh 

t he W.R.A. t o t r ansf er  me to I  i ni doka Pr oj ect  i n I daho. I f  I  cannox be t rans-

f er r ed by the W.R.A. I  wi l l  ask Washi ngt on, D.C. , f or  my vi ol at i on of  par ol e. 

Then, I  t hi nk I  wi l l  be abl e t o t r ansf er  to some i nt er nment  camp."17 

Mr s. I wasaki 's st at ement ; 

"My husband been associ at ed a woman i n Sacr ament o l ast  8 year s. Al l  t hat  

14. She had appar ent l y t hought  her  husband was l eavi ng at  1© a.m. i nst ead 
of  10 p.m. 

15. See Appendi x I I . 
16. CWD f i l es , case ,10018, Oct ober  21, 1942. 
17. St at ement  of  Mr . I wasaki  on August  27, 1942, t aken by ,r . Kubo. 

Gr ammat i cal  er r or s may have been made by Mr . I wasaki  or  Mr . i ubo. Copi ed wi t h 
er r or s. 



t i me I  been aski ng hi m t o be back t o normal  f ami l y l i f e. 

"Thi s woman i s her e wi t h t hr ee chi l dr en. 

"Af t er  my husband came her e from Sant a Fe, New Kexi co as par ol e he ro- J .se 

me he wi l l  not  v i s i t  t hi s woman but  he do not  keep hi s pr omi se. Ther ef or e, I  

wi sh my husband to be t r ansf er  t o some ot her  r el ocat i on c ent er ."l c 

5. Summary, Anal ys i s , and Tent at i ve Concl usi ons 

The dat a avai l abl e i n t hi s case i s ent i r el y t oo scant y for  any anal ys i s . 

We have no i nf or mat i on on t he exact  nat ur e of  t he conf l i ct  si t uat i on i n t he 

f ami l y, no i nf or mat i on on t he t hr eat s or  whose l i f e was i n danger , ,/e have no 

more t han a "hunch" of  t he i dent i t y of  t he "ot her  woman." The cl andest i ne 

af f ai r  was kept  unusual l y qui et , f or  t he chi l dr en knew not hi ng of  i t . 

Al t hough t her e i s no evi dence t o suppor t  such a cont ent i on, i t  i s qui t e 

possi bl e t hat  Si j i r o I wasaki  was l eadi ng a l i f e of  f r ust r at i on. l ie had come 

t o t he Uni t ed St at es t o st udy, pr obabl y to r et ur n to J apan t o become a gr eat  

man. He had worked har d ana al t hough he was vor ki ng out  a r at her  successf ul  

busi ness car eer  i n Sacr ament o, i t  pr obabl y f el l  shor t  of  hi s or i gi nal  aspi r a-

t i ons. I 9 Thi s may possi bl y account  f or  hi s "wayward behavi or ." 

As f or  i- irs. I wasaki , t he quest i on ar i ses : why di d she make t hi ngs so di s-

agr eeabl e f or  her  husband af t er  coming t o Tul e Lake, when she coul a have done 

t he same t hi ng bef or e? She had known of  t he r el at i ons bef or e i n Sacramento ana 

yet  she had t aken no dr ast i c st eps. What  i s pecul i ar  to the si t uat i on i n Tul e 

Lake t hat  caused t hi s change i n her  behavi or ? 

18. Tr ansl at ed from J apanese by Vr . Fubo. Gr ammat i cal  er r or s pr obabl y hi s . 
19. Most  of  t he I ssei  who came t o t he Uni t ed S t a t e ^a d hopes of  r et ur ni ng 

t o J apan wi t h t hei r  Amer i can educat i on and becomi ng successes t her e. A few not abl e 
except i ons, such as Yosuke Mat suoka, former  f or ei gn mi ni st er  of  J apan, succeeded, 
but  i t  seems t hat  by and l ar ge they coul d not  make t he gr ade and set t l ed i n 
Amer i ca. Many of  t he Ki bei  now i n cent er s had si mi l ar  appi r at i ons when t hey f i r s t  
came t o Amer i ca but  coul d not  keep up wi t h t he pace i n Amer i can school s. 
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� 8 ' I w a s a k i  c o u l d n o t  h a v © been prompted by communi ty opi ni on si nce very 

f ew peopl e seemed to know of  t he r el at i onST- al t hough i t  i s qui t e possi bl e t hat  

t hi s may have been a f act or . I t  i s possi bl e t hat  she had been i nsanel y j eal ous 

of  the ot her  woman bef or e and had never  had an oppor t uni t y t o keep her  husband 

away f rom her  such as she had when she came her e. She must  have r eal i zed t hat  

i f  her  husband i s a phi l ander er , he woul d f i nd pl ent y of  women i n L i ni doka wher e 

she coul d not  wat ch. 

Ther e i s no way i n whi ch we can do any more t han guess  o n basi s of  t he 

i nadequat e i nf or mat i on avai l abl e. Wi t h I.Ir. I wasaki  gone and wi t h ...r s. I wasaki  

no l onger  i nt er est ed i n sayi ng anyt hi ng now t hat  her  ai ms had been accompl i shed 

t her e seems to be no way i n whi ch we can get  f ur t her  dat a. The chi l dr en seem 

t o know not hi ng of  the mat t er . 



TL- U9 Appendix I : Record Face Sheet 

ourncme 

IWASAKI  

Man's name 
3i j i r o 

Cross r ef er ence F i l e 
Nomura {?) CV.D 

Case -?r  
10,018 

ourncme 

IWASAKI  Woman's name 
I l asaye 

Other  names used 
"Fr ank" I wasaki  

Fami l y $ 
27687 

Pr esent  
addr ess 2707- C, Tul e Lai- ;e Pr oj  ect . ""ev/el l , Cal i f or ni a 

CI  a s vi  i  f i  cat  i  on 
Dome st i c- t r ansi 'er  
Ref er r ed by 

Sel f  
Pr evi ous addr esses 

614 Capi t ol  Avenue , Sac rament  o 
Date 

�10- 20- 42 

1. Evacuat ed from 
Sacramento j .Cal i f or ni a 

2. Rel ocat ed from F r s . : .al er ga Assembl y Cent er  on 6/15/42 
.... ...Lir., aJ .Fe. ..Ifi terxment- ..Camp on. 1/1B../A2  

FAMI  LY C OLPOS IT I  ON 

Name Bi r t hdat e 
j  Ci t i zenshi p j  _.f0ccur- at ion. 

Bi r t h l̂ aco_j  st at us f j Past  j I n pr oj ect  ; Regi st er ed 

üi j i r o 5/19/84 .. J agan Ì .,... Al i en ¿state... ¡.O 

. s, s five 11 A / 9 8 , . 

j  

JÄPAN I 
Í  

Housewi fe Same No 

, i nor u 23 year s 
! 

San : r  ai  ei s co Ci t i zen 9 • Bl ock mgr . Yes 

Yoshi o 20 year s San Franci scj o Ci t i zen ? 9 • ? 

Kaname 17 year s 
I  

San Fr anci sdo Ci t i zen School  School  No 

Yaeko 15 year s 
! 

Sacramento j  Ci t i zen School  School  Ko 

í  i I 
I 

teal  

Legal l y r esponsi bl e and 
other  r el at i ves 

j  

Rol r .t  i on shir» ! Addr ess Number  dependent s 

! 

Other s i n househol d Rel at i onshi p Addr ess 

When 
1- 26 t o 4- 26 
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Appendi x I I : Agreement  

C 
0 

P 
Y 

Oct ober  20, 1942 

To '.Thorn i t  may concer n: 

We, t he under st af fed, ar e r esponsi bl e f or  t he t r ansf er  

of  Si j i r o I wasaki  f rom Tul e Lake War  Rel ocat i on Aut hor i t y 

Pr oj ect  to I  i ni koka V.'ar  Rel ocat i on Aut hor i t y Pr oj ect  on 

Tuesday, Oct ober  20, 1942. The appl i cat i on f or  t he r equest  

f or  t r ansf er  was i ni t i at ed by us , ano t r ansf er  i s oei ng 

made wi t h our  appr oval . 

/ s / Si j i r o I wasaki  

/ s / Masaye I wasaki  

Taken f r om f i l es of  the Soci al  Wel f ar e Depar t ment , Tul e Lake 
Pr oj ect . CWD f i l es , case ¿10018. 
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Appendi x I I I : Of f i c i al  Let t er  

C O P Y 

WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY 

I n r ei l y pl ease r ef er  
t o: I S Tul e Lake Pr oj ect  

Newel l , Cal i f or ni a 

September  8, 1S42 

Memorandum t o: Mr . Ü .R. Fr yer , Regi onal  Di r ect or  

At t ent i on: Mr . Rober t  A. Pet r i e 
Execut i ve Assi st ant  

Subj  ect : Tr ansf er  of  1 r . Si j i r o I wasaki  

Mr . Si j i r o I wasaki  i s r equest i ng per mi ssi on t o be t r ansf er r ed from t hi s pr oj ect  
to t he I  i ni doka Pr oj ect  i n I daho. 

Accor di ng t o the i nf or mat i on we have r ecei ved and ver i f i ed, 1.x. I wasaki  who i s 
mar r i ed and has f our  grown chi l dr en has been keepi ng company wi t h anot her  woman 
f or  a number  of  year s pr i or  t o t he evacuat i on pr ocess. Mr . I wasaki  was f i r s t  
i nt er ned at  Sant a Fe, New ! exi co but  was r et ur ned her e J ul y 18 to j oi n hi s 
f ami l y. The di f f i cul t y however  i s t hat  t he ot her  woman al so i s her e. 

Al t hough Mr . I wasaki  skat es he has not  been t o see her , i r e. I wasaki  i s accusi ng 
hi m of  v i s i t i ng her  r egul ar l y to such an ext ent  t hat  l i f e her e i s qui t e di f f i cul t  
f or  both per sons. Both f eel  t hat  a physi cal  separ at i on i s necessar y, Mr . I wasaki  
to t he ext ent  t hat  he has expr essed an i nt ent i on of  vi ol at i ng hi s par ol e i n 
or der  to be r et ur ned t o an i nt er nment  camp shoul d hi s appl i cat i on f or  t r ansf er  
to anot her  r el ocat i on center  be deni ed. 

I n vi ew of  t hi s f act  and Mr . I wasaki 's st at ement  t hat  he has f r i enas at  Mi ni -
doka we bel i eve i t  woul d be advi sabl e t o gr ant  hi s r equest  f or  - t ransfer . 

9- 5- 42 
HSJ acobyî i y 
cc: DESK COPY 

CHRON. 

Taken from t he f i l es of  t he Soci al  Wel f ar e Depar t ment . C'.VD f i l es , case ¿¿10018. 

/ s / El mer  L . Shi r r el l  
Pr oj ect  Di r ect or  



DOCUMENT TL- 42 

THE UYEHARA FAMILY 

CONFI DENTI AL 

Thi s document  cont ai ns no di sgui ses ot her  t han 
names. Al l  dat es , pl aces and event s ar e accur at e t o 
t he best  knowl edge of  t he i nves t i gat o r . No par t  of  
t hi s document  may be used f or  any pur pose what soever  
wi t hout  f ur t her  di sgui ses t o conceal  t he i dent i t y of  
t he per sons i nvol ved and wi t hout  t he consent  of  t he 
di r ec t or  of  t he Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement  St udy. 

Sources of I nformat i on: 

1. Case record of the Uyehara fami l y i n the 
f i l es of the Community Wel fare Department 
in Tul e Lake Pr oj ect . 

2. I ntervi ew wi th Mi ss Naoko Hoshi no, Mr s. 
Loui se Hal l e, Mi ss Dorothy Montgomery, al l  
of the Soci al  Wel fare Department. 

3. I ntervi ew wi th Mr. Shi geo Yamane, bl ock 
manager of 45. 

4. I ntervi ew wi th Mrs. Tomi Shi but ani . 

5. Di scussi on wi th Dr . Harol d J . J acoby, chi ef 
I nternal  Secur i t y, and Frank Mi yamoto. 

6. WRA- 26 for Mr . and Mr s. Uyehara. 

Evacuat i on and Resett l ement Study 
Chi cago, I l l i noi s 
Shi but ani , 8/23/43 
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DOCUMENT TL- 42 

THE UYEHARA FAMI LY 

I * I nt r oduct i on 

The Uyehar a f ami l y , whi ch i s al so known as t he Yoshi no f ami l y 

cons i s t s of  Sueki  Uyehar a, 37, h i s wi f e, Ri t suko I ot a Uyehar a, 30, 

and t hei r  t wo chi l dr en, J ohn, 6, and May 7. Mr . Uyehar a was bor n and 

educat ed i n J apan but  has an abl e command of  t he Engl i sh l anguage. 

Hi n wi f e, a n i s e i , has onl y a l i mi t ed command of  t he J apanese l an-

guage. Uyehar a, pr i o r  t o evacuat i on, wor ked i n var i ous r es t aur ant s 

i n Los Angel es , San F r anc i sco and nor t her n Cal i f o r n i a. The f ami l y 

i s Buddhi s t . 

The coupl e al ways had d i f f i c u l t i es and separ at ed sever al  

t i mes bef or e evacuat i on. I n Ar boga Mr s . Uyehar a had an af f a i r  wi t h 

a so l di er  and her  husband was const ant l y accus i ng her  of  havi ng 

i l l i c i t  r el at i ons wi t h ot her  men. On t he ot her  hand, Mr s . Uyehar a 

char ged her  husband f l i r t ed wi t h ot her  women. Many f r i ends r ef er r ed 

t o Mr s . Uyehar a as a cr azy woman whi l e ot her s f el t  t hat  her  husband 

was t oo sever e. 

The f ami l y had moved f r om t i me t o t i me f r om one communi t y t o 

anot her  and as a consequence was not  deepl y i dent i f i ed i n any par t i -

cul ar  l o c al e. I t  may be sai d t hat  t he f ami l y di d not  enj oy any 

pr es t i ge i n any communi t y s i nce bot h adul t  member s had quest i onabl e 

r eput at i ons . Mr s . Uyehar a was r eput ed as bei ng I nsane whi l e Mr . 

Uyehar a was not or i ous f or  hi s gambl i ng. 
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2. I ndi vi dual s in Fami l y 

1. Sueki Uyehara 

Suyeki  Yoshi no was bor n on Febr uar y 10, 1905 i n Kuj oi - zumei  

mur a, Kumamot o k en, J apan. Hi s f at her  was a f ar mer . Suek i  gener al l y 

used t he name Uyemur a whi ch was h i s mot her 's mai den name but  was al so 

known by hi s f at her ' s name. He at t ended t he gr ammar  school  of  t he 

mura f r om Apr i l , 1912 t o Mar ch, 1918 and went  on t o j uni or  hi gh 

school  wher e he gr aduat ed i n Mar ch, 1920. He at t ended Wai f u hi gh 

school  i n Kumamot o f r om Mar ch, 1920 t o Mar ch, 1924 and maj or ed i n 

agr i cul t ur al  t r a i n i ng . 1 

I n J une, 1924 t he f ami l y mi gr at ed t o t he Uni t ed St at es and 

Suek i ' s f at her  went  t o wor k i n a copper  mi ne. Sueki  cont i nued t o 

l i ve wi t h hi s par ent s . 

I n J anuar y , 1930 Sueki  began wor ki ng par t  t i me i n t wo con-

cer ns i n Los Angel es . He wor ked par t  of  t he day i n a dr i ve- i n 

mar ket  as a c l er k and par t  of  t he day as a cook i n a J apanese r es-

t aur ant . Hi s t o t al  i ncome was $140 per  mont h. I t  was whi l e wor ki ng 

at  t hese t wo j obs t hat  he met  Ri t suko I o l a and mar r i ed her . I n 

Febr uar y , 1936 t he young coupl e mi gr at ed t o San F r anc i sco and Suek i  

began wor ki ng at  G- oto r es t aur ant  as a cook. Some di f f i c u l t i es ar ose 

however , bet ween Ri t suko and Mr s . Got o and i n Apr i l , 1937, Suekdn 

went  t o wor k i n a pr i vat e home i n San F r anc i sco as a cook. He r e-

mai ned her e unt i l  J anuar y , 1939 when he began wor k i ng as a baker  at  

t he Eagl e Home Baker y i n San F r anc i sco , r ecei v i ng $110 per  mont h. 

Ther e agai n he had d i f f i c u l t i es wi t h hi s wi f e and i n May, 1941 t hey 

1. WRA- &6. I n t he Educat i onal  syst em i n J apan al l  st u-
dent s wer e r equi r ed t o t ake same cour se t hr oughout  hi gh school . I t  
seems, t her ef o r e, t he hi gh school  Uyemur a c l ai ms t o have at t ended i s 
a vocat i onal  t r ai ni ng school  s i nce he st udi ed i n a s pec i al i zed f i e l d . 
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moved to Penryn, Cal i for ni a where Uyehara worked as a cook at Hi l l  

Top Cafe for $100 per month. Whi l e worki ng here he separated from 

hi s wi fe and the two l i ved apart for over a year . 

Sueki i s 5 f t . 5 i n. t al l  and wei ghs 140 pounds. He has no 

physi cal  defect s. He can read, wi i t e and speak both J apanese and 

Engl i sh. Hi s hobby i s outdoor sports and card games. He i s a 

Buddhi st .2 

2. Rl tsuko Uyehara 

Ri tsuko Iol a Sekimoto was born on December 27, 1912 i n Au-

burn, Cal i f or ni a. She i s al so known as I ol a Uykiaara and Ri tsuko 

Ki mura. Her father was a tree surgeon. Whi l e she was st i l l  a chi l d 

her fami l y moved to Oregon and Ri tsuko attended Hood Ri ver grammar 

school  from September, 1920 to J une, 1928. Whi l e st i l l  in grammar 

school  she had an af f ai r wi th some men. She cl ai ms to have had her 

f i r st sex exper i ence at the age of 14. One of the i nst ructors of a 

J apanese l anguage school  became i nvol ved in an i l l i c i t afai r wi th her 

and her parents became so di sturbed they sent her to hi gh school  in 

Nashvi l l e, Tennessee where she attended a pr i vate school  from Sep-

tember, 1928 to J une, 1932. Af t er she returned to the Paci f i c Coast 

she went to work as a wai t ress in Los Angel es and marr i ed Uyehara in 

1933. 

Ri tsuko i s 4 f t . 10 i n. t al l  and wei ghs 95 founds. She has 

no physi cal  defet s. Al though she l ooks much ol der than she i s, i t 

i s qui te apparent that at one time she was a very at t r act i ve woman. 

She can read, wr i te and speak Engl i sh but has onl y a poor speaki ng 

2. WRA- 26, suppl emented from data from Case Record. 
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knowl edge of J apanese in spi te of f i ve years spent at the Hood Ri ver 

J apanese l anguage school . She has no par t i cul ar hobbi es other than 

readi ng magazi nes and professes fial th in no r el i gi on.3 

Hi story of Fami l y 

The Uyeharas were marr i ed in Los Angel es in 1933.4 In 1936 

the fami l y moved to San Franci sco wi th t hei r chi l d and Uyehara began 

worki ng in var i ous r est aur ant s. Hi s wi fe accused him of havi ng 

af f ai r s wi th the pr opr i et or 's wi fe where he worked and as a conse-

quence he had to change j obs, in more than two occasi ons. Thei r 

second chi l d was born in San Franci sco and some time af t er the bi r th 

of thi s chi l d Uyehara became so di sturbed by hi s wi f e's behavi or that 

he had her confi ned in a hospi tal  for observat i on. During her stay 

in the hospi tal  Mrs. Uyehara t r i ed to have an af f ai r wi th some doctor 

and she was di scharged af ter a few months. Soon af t er the fami l y 

moved to Penryn the two separated and Ri tsuko l i ved al one wi th her 

two chi l dr en, i t i s not qui te cl ear how she managed to get enough 

money for subsi stence but she di d not see her husband for over a 

year . On May 13, 1942 when Mar ysvi l l e area was evacuated to Arboga 

Assembl y Center , the coupl e reconci l ed and deci ded to l i ve together . 

I t was not l ong before they star ted f i ght i ng agai n and Uye-

hara qui te often l ef t hi s wi fe in di sgust and went gambl i ng wi th 

h«rfl»fi  i V S d i f f i c ^ t 0 d e t e r m i n e preci sel y what Mr s. Uye-
beer l i st ed ^a J F ^t V 1 * * * * � 6 t V e r y t i m e S h e t o l d t hem-  Whi t has 
i l a i  ̂ I  VG 1 t a k e n f r o m t h e and Case Record and onl y 

consi stency i ncl uded. For more detai l ed account in 
her own words, see sect i on bel owi 

t* T h e r e a r e c o r }f l l G t i n S account of how the marr i age took 
h i i ^v J ? o n e , a c c o ^t Ri tsuko cl ai ms the marr i age was arranged by 
bai shakuni n and another she sai d that the two met and f el l  i n l ove 
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f r i ends. Ri tsuko l ef t her chi l dren at home and went about f l i r t i ng 

wi th sol di ers guardi ng the ar ea. On one occasi on the two were caught 

embraci ng each other and drast i c repercussi ons fol l owed. News of 

Mrs. Uyehar a's escapade spread rapi dl y through the camp and the 

sol di er i nvol ved was court mar t i al ed.5 

On J une 2#th the fami l y moved to Tul e Lake and troubl e began 

i mmedi atel y. 

4. Fami l y in Tul e Lake 

On J ul y 1 Mrs. Uyehara appl i ed for ai d at the Soci al  Wel fare 

Department. She ar r i ved wi th her two chi l dr en and stated that her 

husband had j ust beaten her . She stated she wi shed to make arrange-

ments for an immediate di vorce and wi shed to be moved away from her 

husband. When quest i oned, she gave the fol l owi ng stor y: 

"Before we came to Tul e Lake my husband and I went 

under the name of Yoshi no and did. not use the name Uyehara 

unt i l  we came her e. I thi nk we are known to other peopl e 

in thi s camp by both names. Uyehara i s my husband's mother 's 

name and Yoshi no i s hi s f at her 's name. My marr i age was 

arranged by my mother and some bai shakuni n when we were both 

in Los Angel es in 1933. I t wasn't a l ove marr i age and t hat 's 

why we had many cpar rel s and he has beaten me many t i mes. 

Al l  though the l ast ten years he has beaten me many t i mes. 
N 

I ran away from my husband l ots of t i mes but I usual l y went 

back af ter a whi l e. 

5. There seems to be no di sagreement as to detai l s cf the 
af f ai r . Mr . Yam an e, bl ock manager, al so substant i ated the story and 
news of the court mar t i al  came from Dr . J acoby. 
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"I  don't  know why my husband i s so hot  t emper ed. J us t  

I  l ef t  a sui t  case open i n f r ont  of  t he door  and some under -

wear  happened t o be showi ng wher e t he nei ghbor s coul d l ooke 

i n and see i t , he got  made and s t ar t ed f i ght i ng. Once bef or e 

al l  I  di d was t o move t he f unni t ur e ar ound and he beat  me. 

I  don't  know why he i s mean t o me. He's al ways f l i r t i ng wi t h 

ot her  women and i s doi ng t he same t hi ng her e i n Tul e L ak e. 

"When I  went  t o Mar ysv i l l e Cent er  wi t h hi m I  was unhappy 

and I  l os t  my head. I  met  a Caucas i an so l di er  pat r o l l i ng 

t he Assembl y Cent er  and we bot h f el l  i n l ove wi t h each ot her . 

My husband knows about  t hi s and became ver y j eal ous . I  don't  

know why he has t o be al ways pl ay i ng ar ound wi t h ot her  g i r l s . 

My par ent s ar e not  i n Tul e Lake and even i f  t hey wer e I  don't  

t hi nk I  woul d car e t o l i v e wi t h t hem because ibhey t hi nk my 

husband i s al ways r i ght . 

"My husband was bor n i n J apan and t hat ' s why he domi nat es 

t he f ami l y , but  I  am Amer i can bor n and I  don't  l i ke t hi s t ype 

of  boss i ng ar ound. He want s t o be mast er  of  ever y t hi ng. 

" I  have no c l ose f r i ends her e i n Tul e Lake and t he peopl e 

who hear d about  what  happened i n Mar ysv i l l e don't  l i k e me. I  

wi sh t o l i ve away f r om her e. I  don't  want  t o move i n Ti l t h 

anyone. I  want  t o keep my s i x year  ol d boy and my husband can 

keep t he seven year  ol d g i r l , I  t hi nk my daught er  i s mor e 

l i ke her  f at her  and I  have a bad t i me keepi ng her  i n cont r o l . 

My son t hough, r eal l y bel ongs t o me . "6 

6. Thi s st at ement  i s not  ver bat i m but  of  what  Mr s . Uyehar a 
sai d has been paf caphr ased i n many pl aces and t he cor e of  i t  was t aken 
f r om t he Case Recor d of  J ul y 1, 1942. 
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At that time Mrs, Hal l e and Dr . J acoby were the onl y two work-

i ng in the Soci al  Wel fare and Mr s. Hal l e was at a l oss at what to do. 

She suggested that Mrs. Uyehara go home and vi si t f r i ends for a few 

days and stated that in the meantime she woul d contact the husband. 

Mr , Uyehara was contacted by Mrs. Hal l e and an appointment 

was made for 10 o'cl ock the fol l owi ng morni ng. He ar r i ved at the 

of f i ce much ear l i er and departed l eavi ng word that he woul d be home 

i f wanted. Mrs. Hal l e cal l ed at hi s home but found him extremel y re-

l uctant to di scuss the quarrel  of the previ ous day. He admi tted that 

he had l ost hi s temper and assured her that the di f f i cul t i es had been 

set t l ed in a manner sat i sfactor y to both si des. Later in the day 

Mrs. Hal l e met Ri tsuko at the post of f i ce and she seemed very embar-

rassed and made no menti on of the i ntervi ew of the day befor e. Si nce 

everythi ng seemed set t l e Mrs. Hal l e cl osed the case.7 

On J ul y 13 t roubl e broke out once agai n and Mrs. Uyehara agai n 

i nsi sted on bei ng separated from her husband. che went to the Soci al  

Wel fare of f i ce and cr i ed hyst er i cal l y and refused to return under any 

ci r cumstances. She was moved to 3819- A, an i sol ated Sect i on of the 

camp and a col oni st was cal l ed in to assi st her in making adj ustments. 

On the fol l owi ng morning the col oni st , a young ni sei  woman of 22, 

spent the morning di scussi ng var i ous probl ems wi th her . Ri tsuko ex-

pl ai ned det ai l s of her l i f e and tol d her of many i nt er est s. Some of 

the statements fol l ows: 

"I don't know why I marr i ed my husband because he i s 

al ways f l i r t i ng wi th other women. When we f i r st came here 

he beat me because I opened a sui t case and underwear was 

7. CWD f i l es of J ul y 2, 1942. 
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showi ng. I guess he thought i f anyone saw my uncerweat that 

was bad. That 's how par t i cul ar he i s o£ me. But he never 

t rusts me. My fami l y was the same way. They al ways take my 

husband's si de and gang up on me. I thi nk i t ' s because I 'm 

Ameri can and he i s J apanese." 

She went on to say that she was reared on a farm in Oregon. 

Her mother got a di vorce whi l e qui te young. Li f e on the farm was not 

a happy one and she di d not know many J apanese in her ear l y chi l dhood. 

Af t er she grew to adol escence she hac some af f ai r s. She ad-

mi ts that she had her f i r st sex exper i ence when she was about 14. At 

that time she became i nvol ved wi th a J apanese l anguage school  t eacher . 

She cl ai med they l oved each other very much but he woul d not marry her 

because she was too young and because she was engaged to someone el se. 

As a r esul t of the af f ai r her parents sent her to a gi r l 's school  in 

Tennessee. She sai d l i f e in Tennessee was a happy one and she often 

dreams of goi ng back to such a wor l d.8 

She stated fur ther that af t er her return from Tennessee she 

went to work as a wai t ress and i t was there she met her husband. Con-

tray to previ ous statements she cl ai ms the two fel l  in l ove and were 

mar r i ed. Af ter thei r marr i age the coupl e went to San Franci sco where 

her husband found j obs in var i ous r est aur ant s. She cl aimed that in 

every case the wi fe of the restaurant owner f el l  madel y in l ove wi th 

her husband and she had to ask him to change They moved several  

t imes whi l e i n the Bay r egi on. She went on: 

8. The col oni st to whome Ri tsuko was t ai l i ng thi s story 
stated that her mind wandered a great deal  and sometimes she seems to 
be l i vi ng in a dream worl d of her own. She f l i t s from one subj ect to 
another and the conversat i on as a whol e had no coherence or consi st -
ency. Statements were put down as compl été as possi bl e in spi te of 
r epet i t i ons so cont radi ct i ons become more apparent . 
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"When we were in San Franci sco my husband made me go to 

a hospi t al . I don't know why I had to go but I had a very 

good t i me. One doctor w*s especi al l y ni ce and I used to l i ke 

to be in hi s arms. I l i ke Caucasi an men because they are so 

bi g and handsome. When I go to the Soci al  "el far e I l i ke to 

be i ntervi ewed by Dr . J acoby because he's so ni ce and hand-

some. I thi nk Mrs. Hal l e i s ki nd of cr azy, don't you? I j ust 

l i ke to be in someone's arms, to be squeezed, hugged and ki ss-

ed. When we were in Marysvi l l e I f el l  i n l ove wi th s sol di er . 

He was awful l y ni ce to me and I thought si nce my husband was 

f l i r t i ng around I ought to get even wi th him but i t was so 

romant i c, I don't feel  sorry at al l . I don't see why my hus-

band shoul d ki ck because he l i ved i n the bachel or quar ters and 

I had an apartment of my own. He waBn't support i ng me any way. 

I J ust want a man's arms around me.M9 

Af ter a Ion-  tal k wi th the col oni st Ri tsuko deci ded she wanted 

to send for her mother i n Pi nedal e Assembl y Center . Al though she sai d 

previ ousl y that her Mother di d not l i ke her but now she wanted her 

badl y. SinceseHfc movement in Pi nedal e had st ar t ed, part goi ng to Gi l a 

and part to Tul e Lake, tel egrams were sent immediatel y aski ng that her 

mother be sent to Tul e Lake. Nothi ng happened, however , when the 

aut hor i t i es were unabl e to f i nd her mother in the cent er . 

On J ul y 15 she moved from 3819- A to 4505- C and took both her 

her chi l dren wi th her . Af ter a few weeks nei ghbors and the bl ock 

manager began compl ai ni ng that the chi l dren ran about unpupervi sbl y 

and behaved l i ke l i t t l e pi gs. The mess hal l  cl ai med that no one 

9. Fi el d notes on J ul y 14, 1942. 
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coul d eat at the same tabl e because the chi l dr en stuck thei r di r t y 

hands i nto the servi ng pl at e and then i t became i mpossi bl e for the 

other col oni st s to serve themsel ves from the same pl at e. 10 Others 

compl ai nts were that Mrs. Uyehara al ways pi cked f i ght s wi th her 

nei ghbors for no reason at al l  and often became hyst er i cal . 

On J ul y 29 Mrs. Uyehara returned to the Soci al  Wel fare of f i ce 

and asked for funds to r epai r her chi l d's shoes. She was gi ven 

cr edi t at the shoe shop.11 

On August 1, wi thout any expl anat i on, Mrs. Uyehara brought her 

daughter to her husband's bar rack i n hi s a#bsence her there for a 

fiew days. Later she met her husband and a bi g f i ght ensued. Neigh-

bors were abl e to stop the brawl  and the two chi l dr en once agai n re-

j oi ned the mot her .12 

On August 11 Mrs. Uyehara, once agai n, appeared at the Soci al  

Wel fare Department and asked that she be sent to j oi n her mother , 

Mrs. K. Kigiura, whose address she di d not know. She stated that her 

mother former l y r esi ded at Rt . 8, B0x 238, Fresno and bel i eved her 

mother went to the Fresno Assembl y Center . She al so sai d she had a 

si st er , Mrs. Kate Ogata, former l y of Rt . 1, Box 12, Par l i er . She 

requested that a search be made for these two and that arrangements 

be made for her t r ansf er .15 

I n spi te of compl ai nts by nei ghbors Ri tsuko cont i nued her act i -

10. I n Tul e Lake al l  mess hal l s served food fami l y st yl e, l arge 
pl at t er s were pl aced i n the mi ddl e of the tabl e from whi ch everyone 
took as much as he pl eased. The act i ons of the chi l dr en di sturbed al l  
other r esi dent s. Test i mony of Mr . Shi g Yamane, bl ock manager. 

11. CWD f i l es of J ul y 29, 1942. 
12. Fi el d notes of August 14, 1942. 

13. SWD f i l es of August 11, 1942. 
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vi t i es and on September 24 Rev. Dai suke Ki tagawa became so di stur bed 

that he asked the Soci al  Wel fare Department to i nvest i gate si nce the 

mother negl ected her chi l dr en and that Mrs. Uyehara was def i ni t el y a  ̂

psychopathi c case. On September Mrs. Uyehara went to the Adminis-

t rat i on Bui l di ng to see Mrs. Hal l e where she was tol d by the inform-

at i on cl er k that she had to make an appointment for a l ater date as 

her schedul e was f ul l . She i mmedi atel y di sturbed al l  i n the room by 

weepi ng l oudl y and making such statements as: "You can't send me back 

to them, I ' d rather be shot her e," and "They al ways persecute me, you 

can't understand how t hey'r e cruel  to me or you woul dn't make me go 

back to them now." Si nce nothi ng el se coul d be done Mrs. Hal l e in-

tervi ewed the woman. Her statement at thi s time fol l ows: 

"The mess hal l  peopl e are di scr i mi nat i ng, agai nst me and 

gi vi ng me l ess to eat than they are gi vi ng my chi l dr en. I sn't 

i t l ogi cal  to gi ve more food to adul ts than chi l dr en! onl y 6 

or 7? I don't know why they al ways persecute me. The head 

wai ter says my chi l dr en's tabl e manners are bad but i t f s not 

thei r faul t because my chi l dr en don't have forks to eat wi t h, 

t hat 's why they eat wi th t hei r f i nger s. I can't hel p i t i f 

they won't gi ve us kni ves and forks and scol d me, i t ' s not my 

f aul t , even i f the chi l dr en are mi ne. I f they have bad manners 

they take af ter my husband, he has bad manners. They ar : l i ke 

my husband i n many ways. 

"I don't see why everybody jumps on me. Everybody gossi ps 

about me behi nd my back, '�'�'hey say I 'm not f i t to be a mother . 

They gi ve candy to my chi l dr en. They act i n a way that I know 

t hey'r e t ryi ng to t el l  me t hey'r e sorry for my chi l dr en. When 
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I i nvi te them i nto my house they al ways hesi t at e. I don't 

know why they have to act that way. Si nce I get j eal ous. 

Everybody i s j eal ous. °ometimes I thi nk I hate my chi l dr en. 

Other peopl e are i nt ent i onal l y cruel  to me and taki ng advan-

tage of me. I don't know, maybe t hey'r e r i ght . Si nce they 

are my chi l dr en as a mother I ought to stay wi th my chi l dr en 

but everybody makes me feel  i t ' s my duty to l eave them. I 

want to j oi n my mother i n another cent er . 

"I was al ways thi s way. When I was 14 I had some sex 

troubl e wi th a man about 40 years ol d. He was the J apanese 

school  teacher and I was hi s secretary. We kept goi ng for 

four years then al l  of a sudden he tol d me I was no l onger 

to go to hi m. Don't you thi nk that was cruel ? I thi nk any 

mother who saw her immature daughter i n a posi t i on l i ke that 

woul d hel p her . But I thi nk my mother j ust encouraged me to 

keep up my r el at i onshi p. 

"When I was 20 I was forced to marry a man I di d tint 

know or l ove. He was al ways cruel  to me and he forced me to 

have r el at i onshi p wi th a sol di er i n Arboga. That 's why I 

thi nk I was j ust i f i ed and then he refused to stay wi th me. 

I 'm l i vi ng at 5013- A now and my husband stays at 4505- C. He 

won't l i ve wi th me anymore. 

J 'I thi nk I have to apol ogi ze to my mother for what I used 

to say to her . My mother l ef t my father so that she coul d be 

wi th her l over . When my mother l ef t she took al l  her chi l dr en 

wi th her . I al ways thought mother di d the wrong thi ng but 

now I understand and I want to apol ogi ze to her . But I thi nk 

my mother was weak because she wasn't abl e to gi ve up her 
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chi l dr en.14 

"Everyone i s t ryi ng to persecute me. Even my si st er i s 

that way because when I asked her for cl othes she sent l ot s 

of thi ngs for my chi l dr en but sent an ol d red ress to me. 

nl  
She knows I can't wear red.- "x* 

Mrs. Hal l e noted that the woman was confused and upset through-

out the i ntervi ew and wept when Mrs. Hal l e sai d anythi ng Ri tsuko di d 

not l i ke and accused Mrs. Hal l e of bei ng l i ke the rest i n persecut-

i ng her . At other times she sai d that Mrs. Hal l e was the onl y person 

who understood her . She cl ai med fur t her : 

"Everyone thi ngs they are bet ter than I am especi al l y 

those who work i n the Admi ni st rat i on Bui l di ng. Do you thi nk 

they are bet t er than the evacuees? Lots of peopl e thi nk so 

but I don1t . I thi nk al l  who are i n the Admi ni st rat i on Bui l d-

i ng and my husband too thi nk they1 re hakuj i n because they 

thi nk t hey'r e bet t er than I am. ' ĥey must thi nk they are 

hakuj i n. They must because they thi nk t hey'r e bet t er t han 

me but t hey'r e not bet t er than me, are they? Are they?" 

Mrs. Uyehara was very r el uct ant to l eave and di d so onl y when 

Mrs. Hal l e stated that she was as good as anyone el se and seek em-

pl oyment and keep b u s y . 1  ̂

14. I n the case Mrs. Hal l e i nser ts the remark that Mrs. Uye-
hara seemed to be usi ng thi s excuse to arrange t ranspor tat i on to 
another center and l eave her chi l dr en and husband. CWD f i l es of 
September 4, 1942. . 

1©. On the previ ous occasi on Mrs. Uyehara cl ai med she di d 

not know the whereabouts of her si st er , cont radi ct i ng thi s state-

ment. 
16. CWD Pi l es of September 24, 1942. 
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On the same day the bl ock manager of 45 and 50 r egi st er ed com-

pl ai nt s at the Soci al  Wel fare of f i ce cl ai mi ng t hat Mr s. Uyehara was a 

bi g problem in the mess hal l  as the cooks threatened to qui t because 

of her chi l dr en's bad tabl e manners. The bl ock manager f el t that the 

peool e woul d put up with t he chi l dren eat i ng wi th t hei r f i ngers i f 

they di d not touch the food l ef t on the t abl e for everyone el se.1? 

On October 19 the Soci al  Wel fare department had more di f f i cul -

t i es si nce the emergency shoe r epai r bi l l  of 95 cents to be pai d to 

the Community Enterpr i se was never pai d. Mrs. Hal l e apparent l y gave 

author i zat i on wi thout r eal i zi ng that no ftinds were avai l abl e for such 

a r el i ef . Inasmuch as Mr . Uyehara was empl oyed and st i l l  r esponsi bl e 

i  f t  

for the fami l y it was suggested that he be made to pay f or the bil l .- 1- 0 

On November 20 Mrs. Uyehara agai n went to the Soci al  Wel fare 

Department and f i l ed an appl i cat i on to t ransfer to Gi l a Ri ver Rel oca-

t i on Center to j oi n her si st er , Mrs. Kate Ogata. She cl ai med she was 

separated from her husband and making thi s move for the sake of the 

chi l dr en. She al so cl ai med that she was dependent f i nanci al l y upon 

her si ster and Mr s. Ogata sent her money from t i me to t i me. She sai d 

that her husband was empl oyed in mess hal l  46 but never contr i buted 
]  Q 

anythi ng to the fami l y. No act i on was taken for the t ime bei ng. 57 

On December 30 Mrs. Uyehara caused some commotion in the cl oth-

i ng di vi si on in 802- D. Some mi sunderstandi ng arose si nce her husband 

was empl oyed and presumabl y recei ved cl othi ng al l owance for the whol e 

fami l y. Af t er a l ong argument arrangements were made for separate 

17. CWD f i l es of September 24, 1942. 
18. CWD f i l es of October 19, 1942. 
19. CWD f i l es f or November 20, 1942. Al so f i el d notes for 

the same day. 
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payments 

On the fol l owi ng day Mr , Yamane, bl ock manager of 45, went to 

the Soci al  Wel fare of f i ce to request publ i c assi st ance grant for Mr s. 

Uyehara. Al though no l onger a resi dent of hi s bl ock he cl ai med res-

ponsi bi l i t y for the wel fare of thi s fami l y si nce the bl ock manager of 

50 was not i nterested in her probl ems. Mr . Yamane fel t that al though 

Mrs. Uyehara recei ved some money from her si st er he had seen her 

chi l dren wi thout shoes and knows that the husband is not cont r i but i ng 

to t hei r support . 

Mr . Yamane i ndi cated that the f eel i ng in hi s bl ock was one of 

condemnation agai nst Mr . Uyehara si nce the bl ock peopl e f el t that hi s 

at t i tude and act i vi t i es were responsi bl e for hi s wi f e's present con-

di t i on. He descr i bed him as bei ng a wi l d, handsome ki bei who had 

l i t t l e t roubl e get t i ng al ong wi th l ady f r i ends. Yamane decl ared that 

Uyehara was at one time i nvol ved in a t r i nagl e whi ch had been exi st -

ing for some t i me pr i or to evacuat i on and al so at Arboga Yamane-

'stated that the other person i nvol ved was Mrs. Ot a. 

Mr . Ota i s in hi s 60's whi l e Mr s. Ota i s 37 and qui t e attract-

i ve. A few days before Chr i stmas the extra- mar i tal  r el at i onshi p go-

i ng for some time between Mr s. Ota and Uyehara became known to the 

publ i c when Uyehara became drunk and vi si t ed the Ota apartment in a 

drunken stupor . When Uyehara attempted t o make l ove to Mrs. Ota her 

husband obj ected and a brawl  fol l owed. Uyehara took a bucket of hot 

water from the stove and t r i ed to throw i t on Mr . Ota but Mrs. Ota 

i ntervened and the bucket f el l  on her . She was severel y burned and 

was in the hospi tal  for treatment for several  weeks. A warden en-

20. CWD f i l es on December 30, 1942. 
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t er ed t he apar t ment  and st opped t he f i gh t . Accor d! rg t o Yamane,Ot a 

was maki ng pr epar at i ons t o sue Uy ehar a. 21 

A f ew days l at er  a s oc i al  vor ker  cal l ed at  t he home of  Mr s . 

Uyehar a t o di scuss pr obl ems, espec i al l y f i nanc i a l  as s i s t anc e. Mr s . 

Uyehar a c l ai med at  t hi s t i me t hat  she di d not  need money s i nce her  

s i s t er  was sendi ng her  al l  she want ed. She c l ai med t hat  her  s i s t er  
f r om 

had r eal  es t at e whi ch a smal l  i ncome was der i ved, consequent l y 

I 

she coul d suppor t  her  f o r  some t i me. 

When asked about  t r ans f er r i ng t o Gi l a Ri ver  cent er , Mr s . Uye-

har a st at ed t hat  she no l onger  want ed t o go and she now pl anned t o 

go t o J apan a f t er  t he war  and bel i eved i t  her  dut y t o her  chi l dr en 

t o r emai n i n t he pr o j ec t . She sai d she had gi ven up pl ans f o r  t r ans-

f er  and al t hough she r ec ei ves money f r om her  s i s t er  t hei r  r el at i on-

shi p had changed and t hey woul d not  get  al ong t oget her  now t hat  bot h 

had changed and di d not  want  t o be t i ed down. 

The apar t ment  i n whi ch Mr s . Uyehar a and her  t wo chi l dr en wer e 

l i v i ng was v i r t ual l y bar r en. I t  had f our  c o t s , one t abl e and one 

sc r een. The wal l s had cr ayon sc r i bbl i ng as hi gh as her  o l der  c hi l d 

coul d r each. May was away at  school  at  t he t i me of  t he i nt er v i ew 

but  J ohn was hear d cont i nual l y beggi ng f or  omochi  on t he s t ove. 

When she gave i t  t o hi m he t hr ew i t  on t he f l oor  and l ef t  i t  t her e. 

Then he t ook a t abl et  whi ch hi s mot her  had J ust  pur chased f r om t he 

21. Test i mony of  Shi geo Yamane on December  31, 1942, suppl e-
ment ed by st at ement s by Mr s . Kei ko Hi sat omi  who l i ved a f ew bar r acks 
away and saw t he f i ght . Accor di ng t o Mr s . Hi sat omi , Mr s . Ot a had 
been car r y i ng on an a f f a i r  wi t h sever al  men and openl y st at ed she was 
di s s at i s f i ed wi t h her  mar r i ed l i f e . I t  i s i nt er es t i ng t o not e t he 
change t he at t ack had on Mr s . Uyehar a by t he t i l ock peopl e. They con-
demned her  husband f or  hi s c l andes t i ne a f f a i r . I n a l l  pr obabi l i t y 
Mr . Yamane was s i ncer el y i nt er es t ed i n Mr s . Uyehar a's wel f ar e but  he 
pr obabl y woul d not  have i nt er f er ed i f  t he bl ock peopl e had no pr odded 
hi m. Now t hei r  at t i t ude changed compl et el y . 
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store and tore out al l  the pages. He swore and hi t her and con-

t i nued to whi ne for a l ong t i me. Mrs. Uyehara stated that she gen-

er al l y i gnored him when he had hi s temper tant rums. 

Mr s. Uyehara f el t that J hhn shoul d not go t o school  in t hi s 

country. She pl anned to wai t , even i f for 10 yi ar s, and have the boy 

go to t good school  in J apan. She sai d t he proj ect school s were no 

good. Bl ami ng the teachers as bei ng i nadequate she sai d they l earned 

to di sobey t hei r mother af ter goi ng t o school . 

She sai d, "They must have l earned t o di sobey in school , where 

el se coul d they l earn i t ? J ohn i s very sl ow, not l i ke the other 

chi l dr en, you know." 

A few moments l at er May returned from school . Mr s. Uyehara 

sai d that May taught J ohn everythi ng she l earned in school . She sai d 

that J ohn was so i nt el l i gent he pi cked i t up i mmedi atel y. She had 

nothi ng to occupy her sel f i f J ohn went to school . Sire fel t he might 

l i ke school  but her own wel fare was important too. 

She sai d, "I say I hate him but I can't hate my own chi l d. No 

mother can ever i f he i s a probl em chi l d. Don't you thi nk no one 

knows what i s good for her chi l d than hi s mother?" 

When Mr s. Uyehara gave May one of the t abl et s she sai d, "Papa 

sai d he was goi ng t o br i ng me some crayons next t i me." The woman 

then admi tted that her husband came to stay frequent l y si nce there 

was an extra bed in t he room. She sai d, "As l ong as I l ove him he 

can come here and I ' l l  al ways l ove hi m, af t er al l  I 'm marr i ed to 

hi m." When she was asked why she l ef t hi m, Mr s. Uyehara stated she 

l ef t him before he coul d l eave her and she would di vofce him before 

he woul d di vorce her . Later she cl ai med she woul d l et him haye a 

di vorce but never i ni t i at e di vorce proceedi ngs her sel f . She cl ai med 
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she was too good for him and that her ear l y exper i ence wi th the 

J apanese l anguage school  teacher made her "sour " to al l  men. 

Mrs. Uyehara stated that a few days ago a man came to see her 

and said her husband was in J ai l , that the man who came was burned. 

She stated that she gathered from what he sai d 'there had been a 

f i ght , di dn't , know the detai l s but was curous to know now. ' 22 

On J anuary 13 Mr4. Uyehara went to the Soci al  Wefare of f i ce to 

request a t r ansf er for her sel f and fami l y to Mi ni doka. He sai d that 

he had no r el at i ves in the center and that was the reascn why hi s 

wi fe sel ected i t . He said she wanted to go somewhere she was not 

known because she was very much ashamed. When quest i oned fur t her 

Uyehara reveal ed that a pet i t i on had been ci r cul ated in Ward 5 to 

oust Uyehara from the pr oj ect . He admi tted that on December 27 he 

had caused someone to be burned in a state of i nt oxi cat i on. He sai d 

that Mr. Ota decl ared he woul d forgi ve him i f he l ef t the proj ect and 

that at that time he promised to l eave. He sai d that a week before 

Mr . Ota had quest i oned Uyehar a's negl ect to keep the promi se. Under 

these ci rcumstances Uyehara fel t obl i gatory to shown si ncer i ty &nd 

at l east try for a t r ansfer al though he admi tted Be di dn't care to 

move. He sai d that af t er thi s t roubl e he moved to hi s wi f e's apart-

ment al though he had another bed in Bl ock 45. He said he vi si t ed her 

previ ousl y and that i t was hi s si ncere i ntent i ons to l i ve together 

af t er the war . He sai d at present hi s wi fe was agreeabl e to have him 

wi th her but now and then she gets "i l l " and i t was i mpossi bl e to 

reason wi th her . Mr . Uyehara appeared very apol oget i c and accepted 

hi s wi f e's i l l ness wi t h r esi gnat i on. Appl i cat i on was made f or a 

22. GWD f i l es of J anuary 4, 1943. 
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t r ansfer and arrangements made f or hi s wi f e to si gn i t when he was 

absent as he was af r ai d she might create a scene. WJien quest i oned 

about the past he stated that he was separated from hi s wi fe for one 

year before evacuati on and the fami l y j oi ned the husband on on De-

cember 19 because of di f f i cul t i es© occurr i ng af t er the war .2  ̂

5» Comments 

Mrs. Uyehara seems to have a tremendous desi re for mutual  res-

ponse, for exampl e, she stated openl y she wants t o be l oved, cuddl ed 

and in someone's arms. Bhe has a tendency to see everythi ng roman-

t i cal l y. She cl ai med, f or exampl e, that Abol one Hi l l  reminded her 

of the beauty of Shangr i - La. She reads Love Story and True Adventure 

and movie magazi nes amost excl usi vel y and seems to bel i eve everythi ng 

she r eads. She states repeatedl y she l ongs for the type of l i f e 

"these peopl e l i ve". She al ways l ongs for the l ove she had in the 

past . 

Her mind wanders a great deal  and can't concentrate on one 

t hi ng. She says she want to pl ay gol f , basebal l , basketbal l  and 

wants t o go hi ki ng or ski i ng. She i s not consi stent and changes the 

topi c of conversat i on befor e ending a sent ence.2  ̂

She di sr egar ds soci al  standards on some occasi ons and i s not 

ent i r el y unconsci ous of t he fifiaapproval  brought about by her act i ons. 

She i s extremel y sensi t i ve and i nterprets any undesi r abl e thi ng as 

a fur ther ef for t to persecute her . I t seems that in her quest for 

mutual  response she has so far di sregarded not only soci al  sanctum 

23. CWD f i l es for J anuary 20, 1943. Few days l ater when trans-
fer appl i cat i on to be si gned Uyehara appeared and requested that 
matter be del ayed because hi s wi f e was upset . He stated he woul d 
return when hi s wi fe made up her mind but never returned to the of f i ce. 

24. Fi el d notes on J ul y 14, 1942. 
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of the community but the wel far e of her own chi l dr en. Whenever she 

ran i nto soci al  di sapproval  she t r i ed to protect her sel f by l yi ng 

and by devel opi ng a persecut i on compl ex. On the basi s of evi dence 

avai l abl e i t i s di f f i cul t to make any anal ysi s of Mr s. Uyehara1s 

personal i ty or factors l eadi ng to the st rai ned r el at i ons between her 

and her husband, Somewhere ear l y in t he hi story of the marr i age i f 

not before the seed of di f fer ence was probabl y set . 

Repercussi ons of Mrs. Uyehara f s af f ai r s was rather i nter est i ng 

The fact that the af f ai r , whi ch probabl y must have been tal ked about 

even before Chri stmas was brought to the open by the acci dental  burn 

ing of Mrs. Ota. I t changed the def i ni t i on of the si t uat i on wi th 

reference to the Uyehara fami l y in the eyes of the community al most 

ent i r el y. I t i s not sur pr i si ng there was a sudden change in Mr . 

Uyehara si nce for the f i r st t ime he found hi msel f in di sf avor of the 

communi ty. 
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Appendi x I  

Surname 

UYEHARA 

Man's name 

SueM 

Cr oss r ef er ence F i l e 

a m 

Case 7r  Surname 

UYEHARA Woman ' s name 
Ri tsuko l oi s 

Ot her  names used 
Yoshi da 

Fami l y i f  
24488 

Pr esent  
address 4505- C, Tui e Lake 

Cl ass i f i cat i on 
Servi ce 

5013- A, Tui e Lake 
Ref er r ed by 
Sel f 

Pr evi ous addr esses Dat e 
7/ 2/ 42 

1. Evacuat ed from 

2. Rel ocat ed from 
Penryg, Cal i for ni a on May 13, 1942 

Arboga Assembl y Center on J une 28, 1942 

f U I l Y COMPOSI TI ON 

Nume 

! 
Bi r t hdat e i  Bi r t hpl ace 

Ci t i zenshi p 
st at us 

OcQUF 'l t i Qi L 
P as t  i I n p r o j ec t  Regi st er ed 

Sueki 

r  ~ " r  - - - - -
1 

37 J apan al i en cook mess yes 

Ri tsuko l oi a 30 U . S . ci t i zen hswfe none no 

May 7 U . S . ci t i zen school  

i  

school  I  no 

J ohn 6 U. S . , ci t i zen school  school  ! no 

i 
! 
i  

i  
. . . . i  

! 
i  � ." r . 

Legal l y r esponsi bl e and 
ot her  r el at i ves 

j  
j  Rel at i onshi p 

! 

Addr ess j  Number  dependent s 

Mrs. X. Kimura 
! 

! mother Fresno ! «? 

Mr 3. K. Ogata si ster 
I 

Ot her s i n househol d j  Rel at i onshi p 

i  
1 

Addr ess j  Rel at i onshi p 

i  
1 T 

Vi s i t ed J apan Who Vfli  on Per i od 

Rel i gi on 
Buddhi st 



DOCUMENT TL-44 

T~:S TSUT3UT. FAMILY 

C OTTFigETrriAL 

Thi s document  cont ai ns no di sgui ses other  t han names. Al l  
dat es, pl aces and events ar e accur at e t o t he best  knowl edge o ° 
t he i nvest i gat or . No par t  of  t hi s document  may be used por  any 
pur pose what soever  wi t hout  f ur t her  di sgui ses to conceal  t he 
i dent i t y o* t he per sons i nvol ved and wi t hout  t he consent  of  t he 
di r ect or  of  t he Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement  St udy. 

Sour ces of  I nf or mat i on: 

1. Case record of  t he Tsut sui  f ami l y i n t he "i l es of  t he 
Communi ty Wel f ar e Depar tment  i n t he Tul e Lake Pr oj ect . 

2. WRA-26, Individual Record Form, for Mr. Tsutsui. 

Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement  Study 
Chi cago, I l l i no i s . 
Shi but ani , 7/28/43 
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THE T3UT3UI  FAMILY 

I . I nt  r  c du c t  i  on 

The Tsut sui  f ami l y consi st s o  ̂ Ot oki chi  Tsut sui , 79,  and hi s wi f e, Mi t o, 71. 

Thi s el der l y coupl e l i ved wi t h t hei r  daught er , son- in- l aw and hi s par ent s. I nas-

much as t hey had not  l i ved t oget her  pr i or  t o evacuat i on ôund adj ust ment  ext remel y 

d i î c u l t . F i nal l y Mr s. Tsut sui  had t o make sever al  f r ant i c ef f or t s a change be-

cause o- ° V/RA r egul at i ons, however , was unabl e to do anyt hi ng. 

2. Li f e of  Mi to Tsut sui  

Mi t o Tani ûchi  was born on October  20, 1871 at  Mi vauchi - mura, Hi r oshi ma- ken, 

J apan. Her  f at her  operated a gr ocer y st or e i n t he mura and she spent  her  ear l y 

chi l dhood i n and near  t he st or e, hel pi ng whenever  she coul d and l ear ni ng t he t r adi -

t i ons 0- ° t he communi ty. Si nce t her e was no school  i n t he mura at  t hat  t i me, she 

consequent l y had no "ormal  educat i on and she cannot  r ead or  wr i t e any l anguage, 

al t hough 3he speaks both Engl i sh and J apanese. 

I n December , 1901, at  t he age o  ̂ 50 she mi gr at ed wi t h her  husband t o t he Uni t ed 

St at es and set t l ed i n Cent er vi l l e where Mr . Tsut sui  oper at ed hi s "ar m. 

Mr s. Tsut sui  i s 4 f t . 11 i n. t al l  and wei ghs 90 noun's . She has been i n poor  

heal t h si nce 1912 when she had ul cer  t r oubl e. Her  hobby i s gar deni ng. Her  r el i -

gi on i s uud- 'hi st .  ̂

Hi st or y of  Fami l y 

When Mr . Tsut sui  became t oo ol d t o oper at e hi s farm, hi s son- i n- l aw, 3ob Asa-

kawa, t ook over . The ol der  coupl e l i ved wi t h the Asakawas and hel ped them whenever  

t hey coul d. 

On Mar ch, 1942, when i t  became known t hat  t he ar ea around t he F*ci f i c "oast  

had t o be evacuat ed, t he Aaakawae deci ded t o spore t he el der l y coupl e t he di scom-

1. V/RA- 26. 
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- ports of  * cent er  and t her ef or e t ook t hei r  par ent s t o Penryn wher e anot her  daught er  

a id her  husband, Tom Ma ye do, "/ere l i v i ng. They wer e qui t e *ar e at  t hat  t i me t hat  

Zone 2 woul d not  be evacuat ed. The aafcawas remai ned i  ' Oent er vi l l e unt i l  t he end 

and af t er  maki r  ̂ ar r angement s ?or  di sposal  of  t hei r  hol di ngs, evacuat ed t o Tanf or an 

Assembl y Cent er . 

I t  was not  I onj  t her eaf t er  t hat  Zone 2 was unexpect edl y evacuat ed. On May 15, 

1942 t he Tsut sui s wer e :ent  t o Arboga Assembl y Cent er  wi t h t hei r  daught er  and son-

i n- l aw and hi s par ent s. Ther e t hey had t o shar e an apar tment  f or  lj-  mont hs. Con-

f l i c t s ar ose, especi al l y bet ween t he Tsut sui s and t he el der  Mayedas. On Tune 23, 

t hey wer e al l  t r ansf er r ed to Tul e Lake Pr oj ect  but  her e agai n t he Mayedas and 

Tsut sui s were housed t oget her . Ther e wer e conf l i ct s agai n as t he el der  Mayedas 

di sappr oved of  Mr s. Tsut sui  v i s i t i ng f r i ends. Si nce t he younger  Mayedas di d not  

pay much at t ent i on t o t he par ent s t he ol d coupl e f el t  ext r emel y l onel y and unhappy, 

f i nal l y on Oct ober  14 Mr s, Tsut sui  appl i ed at  t he Soci al  Wel f ar e depar tment  t o have 

t he Asakawas t r ansf er r ed t o Tul e Lake. 

When t he Tsut sui s r el at ed t hei r  di f f i cul t i es t o-  t he soci al  wor ker s, a sug-

gest i on was made t hat  t hey t ake separ at e apartment- - . Mr s. Tsut sui  st at ed t hat  she 

di d not  want  t o do t hi s because such an act i on woul d cr eat e some di f f i cul t y bet ween 

her  dau- l i ter  and t he i n- l aws. She sai d she was wi l l i ng t o suf f er  anyt hi ng r at her  o 

t han t o cause t hei r  daught er  any har dshi ps. Because of  t he di f f i cul t y i n get t i ng 

2 
t r anspor t at i on, however , no act i on was t aken at  t hi s t i me. 

I n t he meant i me Mr . Tsut sui 1s heal t h became pr ogr essi vel y /or se. He had 

stomach and i nt est i nal  t r oubl e and had t o be t r eat ed at  t he hospi t al  f r equent l y, 

f ur t her mor e, i t  was not  ver y l ong bef or e t hey had no money, "i nal y on Mar ch, 22, 

1945 Mr s. Tsut sui  appl i ed for  ai d t o t he bl ock manager  and st at ed t hat  she had no 

pr oper t y and t hat  no one was pr ovi di ng them wi t h f un's . The ' l ock manager  br ought  

her  t o t he Soci al  Wel f ar e Depar tment  and ar r angement s wer e made f or  t he payment  of  

Z. F i l es of  Soci al  Wel f ar e Depar t ment , Oct ober  l 4, 1942 
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publ i c assi st ance gr ant s. Lat e i n March t hey made an appl i cat i on for  t r ansf er  t o 

Topaz Rel ocat i on Cent er  and t hi s was appr oved. 

Comments 

I t  i s r at her  di f f i cul t  t o anal yze the act i ons t aken by /ar i ous members of  

t he f ami l y on t he basi s of  such i ncompl et e i nf or mat i on. For  exampl e, we have no 

i dea why one daught er  was so compl et el y devot ed t o her  par ent s whi l e t he ot her  

vi r t ual l y negl ect ed t hem. Of  cour se t he di f f er ence i n temperament  of  t he husband 

and i n- l aws may have had somet hi ng to do wi t h t hi s but  i n no way i s i t  possi bl e t o 

check t hi s . 

Mr s. Tsut sui  r ef l ect s t he t r adi t i onal  at t i t ude of  par ent s i n her  gr eat  devo-

t i on t o her  chi l dr en, even t o her  daught er  who had not  pr ovi ded "or  her . I n al l  

pr obabi l i t y under  her  def i ni t i on of  t he s i t uat i on, her  daught er  now bei ng a member  

of  anot her  f ami l y was t her ef or e absol ved of  t he r esponsi bi l i t y of  car i ng '"or  t he 

par ent s, nonet hel ess t he concept i on o  ̂ bl ood t i es i s s t i l l  pr esent . 

J . F i l e3 of  Soci al  Wel f ar e Depar t ment , March 22, 19 0̂. 
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Surname  Man's name Cr oss r efer ence 
Ot oki chi  

T3UTSUI  Woman ' s  nane Other  narne's' usod 

Mito j  
Present 
address  4516- 0, Tui e Lake, J ewel l , Cal i f . 

barrii  

Cl assi f i cat i on 
Transfer  ̂

l ief  er  r ed by-
Sel f  

Pr evi ous addr esse 
entervi l ie 

1. Evacuat ed from 
on j ây l ,̂ 1942 ' 

¿r bogaj i sa ĝbl y ..Center.. on.. J une..28...1942 
2. Rel ocat ed from 

FAM I LY C OMPOS I T I  ON 

j  Ci t i zenshi p 
Bi r t hpl ace j  st at us Marne 

.j. kl -  0 i st er o d 

none ? 
Ot oki chi  none 

al i en none none 

Legal l y r esponsi bl e and 
ot her  r el at i ves Rel et i onshi n 

Mr . & Mr s. Tom Mayeda daughter  

Mr . & Mr s. Bob Asakawa daughter  

A d d r o s s Number  dependent  s 

Topaz 

Other s i n househol d Rel at i onshi p Addros 

Mr . c.  Mr s. Toi  chi  May e da daught er  

Vi s i t ed J apan ; mi o Wi en Per i od 

Rel i gi on 
Buddhi st  
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TEE SUZUKI  F aEI L Y 

COr F I DSl  

Thi s document  c ont ai ns no d i s gu i s es ot her  
t han names . A l l  dat es , )l a ces n̂d event s ar e 
ac c ur at e t o t he best  knowl edge of  t he i nves t i -
gat o r . No par t  of  t hi s document  may be used 
f o r  any pur pose what soever  wi t hout  f ur t her  
d i s gu i s es t o conceal  t he i dent i t y of . t he per sons 
i nvo l ved wi t hout  t he consent  o f  t he d i r ec t o r  of  
t he Evac uat i on and Reset t l er mai t  St udy . 

Sour c es of  I n f o r mat i o n: 

1. Oase Recor d of  t he SuzuWi  f a n i l  3/" i n t he 
f i l e s of  t he Communi t y wel f ar e Depar t -
ment  i n Tul e Lake P r o j ec t . 

I nt  r vi ev? wi t h Mr . F ukuzo Obay as h i , 
s o c i a l  wor k er . 

3. I nt er v i ew wi t h bot h Mr . and Mr s . Suzuk i . 

4. R...- 2G, I nd i v i dua l  Recor d For m, f o r  Mr . 
and Mr s . Suzuk i . 

Ev ac uat i on and Reset t l ement  t̂ udy 
Ch i c ago , I l l i n o i s 
Sh i bu t an i , Sept . £ , 19- 3 



Document  TL- 45 Page 1 

TI^  S T Z V U 

I nt r  oduct  i on 

The Suzuk i  f ami l y c ons i s t s of  Josen  J oe Suzuk i , 4, and 

hi s wi f e , Dor ot hea Tami ko, i  0. Hi e coupl e wer e mar r i ed a f ew 

mont hs bef or e evacuat i on but  had d i f f i c u l t i es soon a f t er  t hei r  

ar r i v a l  i n camp. Bot h J oe and Dor ot hea ar e ni s ei  and bot h have 

l i t t l e unc er s t andi ng of  t he J apanes ; l anguage. They wer e mar r i ed 

i n Ap r i l , 194 and separ at ed i n ûgus t . 

: . I ndi  v i  dual s i n J ami  l y 

1. J oe J oseph Suzuk i  

J oe Suzuk i  was bor n on J u l y 1, 1918 i n Sac r ament o, Cal i -

f o r n i a. f i e at t ended t he L i nc o l n gr ammar  school  i n Sacr ament o 

f r om Sept ember  19: 4 t o J une, 1930 and t hen went  t o L i nc o l n 

J uni o r  Hi gh 5/c} ool  unt i l  J une, 1933. He gr aduat ed f r o Sacr a-

ment o hi gi  sc o 1 i n J une, 1936, maj or ed i n cademi c . - ¿- 'rom 

F ebr uar y , 1937 t o J une, 19- .;8 he at t ended Sacr ament o j uni o r  

c o l l ege. 

Soon a f t e r  h i s gr aduat i on f r om 1 i gh sc: ool  J oe v. nt  t o 

wor k as . f  r e c ont r ac t o r  wi t i  i s f at her , managi ng and har vest -

i ng cr op dur i ng t l  e summer  mont h f o r  ,;1J0 a mont h, he cont i nued 

t h i s v.orl  t hr oughout  h i s year s i n j uni o c o l l ege. I n November , 

1938 he w nt  t o wor l : f or  t he ¿¿ta e of  Cal i f o r n i a i n t he Depar t -

ment  or  Empl oyment  of  Sacr ament o as an account i ng c l er k f o r  1̂10 

a mon t h. 
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J oe i s 5 f t . 5 i n . t a l l  and wei ghs 1: 5 pounds and has no 

phy s i c al  def ec t s . 1 i s i s r e l at i v e l y l i ana some i n appear anc e, i s 

so met  i  es - ver y s u l l en ana l o s es hi s t emper  ver y c.ui ci  l y . " "e c an 

r e d, wr i t e and speak Engl i s h but  has onl y a poor  s pear i ng know-

l edge of  J apanes e. J  a i s a s k i l l ed account ant  and i s wor k i ng as 

« 

a s eni o r  or der  c l er k on t he p r o j ec t . : i s hobb;: i s r eadi ng no v el s , 

�i s r e l i g i o n i s Buddl  1s t , 1 

; . a a mi : o Dor e t he . Suzuk i  

Tami ko Dor ot hea Nakao was bor n on p̂ r i l  18, 19 i n Sac r  ' 

ment ó t e r e her  f at her  oper at ed a c l eani ng shop. She at t ended 

t he L i nc o l n gr ammar  schoo l  and L i nc o l n j uni o r  hi gh s choo l  f r om 

Sept ember , 19 8 t o J une, 1935 and t hen went  on t o Sacr ament o hi gh 

s choo l  wher e she gr aduat ed i n J une, 1938. She maj or ed n com-

mer c i al  s ubj ec t s . She at t ended Sacr ament o j uni o r  c o l l at e ..r om  

Sept ember , 1938 t o Febr uar y , 1939. 

I n J u l y , 1940 she went  t o wor k as an I I Y  ̂ era r  nt i c e as a 

f i l i n g c l er k on a Fe e r a l  pr o j ec t  f o r  #18 a mont h. I n Oc t ober , 

194- 0 she began wor k i ng i n a eel  r y f ar m i n Sacr ament o as a sec-

r et ar y l o r  #55 a mont h. I n t he meant i me dur i ng t he summer  

season she had been wor k i ng at  t he L i bby Mc Nei l  Canner y i n 

Sacr ament o f o r  40 c ent s an ho ur . She d i d t ai s s eas onal  wor k 

dur i ng t he summer s f r om 1939 t o 1941. I n J anuar y , 194:;, she 

began wor k i ng at  t he Cal i f o r n i a St at e Depar t ment  of  Mot . r  Ve-

h i c l es as a j uni or  c l er k f or  § 80 a mont h. She r es i gned f r om 

t h i s po s i t i o n i n ^p r i l , 1942 when she was mar r i ed. 

Dor - t hea i s 5 f t . 1 i n . t a l l , wei ghs 110 pounds and has 

no ohi s i c al  de f ec t s . She i s a ver y at t r ac t i v e and eas y goi ng 
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g i r l  and i s gener al l y i n ©ood s p i r i t s . On t he whol e she t akes 

t hi ngs v er y l i ght l y and i s c cns t ant l : j ok i ng. She can r ead, 

wr i t e and ¿peak Engl i s h and has a f a i r l y good command of  J apan-

ese whi ch she c l ai m: t hat  she l ear ned t  t he Sakur a J apanese 

Language school  whi c h she at t ended f r om 19ZQ t o 1956. She i s a 

good at h l et e, es pec i a l l y i n bas k et bal l  and bas eba l l . She al so 

l i k es poet r y . Her  r el i g i o n i s Buddh i s t . ' 

Hi s t o r y of  Fami l y * 

Dor  t hea and J oe had known each ot her  f or  a I o n t i m e . They 

bet : l i v ed i n t he J apanese communi t y and bot h at t ended t he same 

chool . They wer e, engaged Epr  a l ong t i me and Dor r  t hea -  as , bi t  

hes i t ant  about  mar r y i ng J oe because she r eal i zed t hat  she and J oe 

wer e so d i f f er ent  i n t emper ament . However , J oe was ver y per s i s t -

ent  and i ns i s t ed uaon t h e i r  mar r i age as t he deadl i ne f o r  evacuat i on 

appr oached. On p̂ r i l  19, 1942 t hey wer  ̂ mar r i ed and an Kay 6 

t hey ev .cu ..tea t o ��al er go. assembl y Cent er . Di f f i c u l t i es imme-

di at el y ar os e. On J une ' � t hey wer e r el oc at ed t o - ul e L ak e. The 

d i f f i c u l t i e s cont i nued and dur i ng t he mi ddl e of  August  Dor ot hea 

became so upset  t hat  she at t empt ed t o commi t  s u i c i de. On Augus t  

r ::3 Doi t )t hea went  home t o her  mot her  who was al s o i n t he pr o j ec t . 

Dor ot hea was pr egnant  at  t he t i me of  s epar at i on. J oe w,- s 

ver y concer ned about  t he expect ed c hi l d,and wi shed t o have cus-

t ody of  t he bab; as soon as i t  was bor n because he f e l t  t hat  h i s 

est r ange-  wi f e was not  a f i t  mot her  f or  t he c h i l d . He consul t ed 

h i s at t o r ney , Henr y Takeda, o f  t he l egal  ai d depar t ment  but  was 

r ef er r ed t o t he s oc i al  wel f ar e depar t ment  because of  t i e «HA 
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r egul at i  ons . 

On F ebr uar y 8 J oe went  t o t he Soc i al  - ef  r e depar t ment  and 

demanded t hat  a s o c i a l  wor ker  v i s i t  h i s wi f e who was expect i ng: a 

c h i l d any day to det er mi ne who i s t o have cust ody of  t he baby 

bef or e i t s b i r t h . He sai d t hat  i t  was ver y ur gent  became h i s wi f e 

was at  l east  8z mont h pr egnant  and was expec t i ng baby al most  

any day. The wor ker  t o whom he made t h i s demand was busy t  t he 

t i me and he t her ef or e l a i d t he case t o anot her  menb r  of  t he 

s t a f f . Si nce t he new wor ker  di d not  know any t hi ng ..l out  t he c ase 

he asked Mr . Suzuk i  t o appear  at  t he o f f i c e f o r  an i nt er v i ew. 

J oe sl  out ed over  t he t el .,phone t hat  he had gi ven a l l  t he i nf or ma-

t i on car ed t o gi ve t o the f i r s t  man who i nt er v i ewed hi m and de-

manded t hat  ac t i on be t aken i mmedi at el y . When he was i nf or med 

t hat  not hi ng woul d be done un t i l  a l l  t he i nf or mat i on s g i ên , 

he r el uc t ant l y agr eed t o appear  at  :.he o f f i c e af t er  he had f a i l ed 

i n h i s demand t hat  t he s oc i al  wor ker  go t o h i s o f f i c e i n t he Ad-

mi n i s t r at i  on bui l d i n g. 

On t he f o l l owi ng mor ni ng J oe appear  eg at  t he er f  i c e and gave 

t he f o l l owi ng s t o r y : 

* " I  ant  t o ,o\  her  ay bab;:. i s goi n:. ana I  ant  o 

know bef or e t he baby i s bor n so t hat  .¡her e wi l l  be no 

ques t i on i n my wi f e ' s mi nd as to what ' s goi ng t o happen 

wh i  1 e s he's go i n; t h r ou g th e p a i n s of  ch i l db i r t h . I 'm 

go i ng t o get  a di vor c : and I  have al r eady t al ked .bout  i t  

wi t h my l awyer . We have an agr eement  al r eady because our  

bai s hak uni n has f i xed ever y t hi ng up. My wi f e i s not  goi ng; 

t o cont est  t he c i vor ce and when she t al ked t o Take da she 

5. F i e l d no t es , i 'ebr ua y 8, 1943. 
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t ol d hi m t hat  I  coul d have t he baby but  my f r i ends t a l l  me t hat  

she H i nks d i f f er ent l y now. I  guess t hat  no; t hat  ;he b by 

i s about  to come she has changed her  mi nd, ¿'or  a l l  I  car e i f  

s he' s goi ng t o r ai s e a f uss about  i t  she can have t he baby. 

"We ar e go i ng t o a i t  unt i l  august  bef o r e f i l i ng sui t  

t he char ges wi l l  pr obabl y be mmt a l  c r uel t y , f a i t h l es s nes s 

and i nc ompat i bi l i t y . So f ar  s I  know t her e i s no ot her  man 

i nvo l ved def i n i t e l y but  I  know t hat  she has not  been f ai t ; f u l  

t o me. 

"Bef o r e we wer e mar r i ed we went  ar ound s t eady f or  bout  

f i v e or  s i x year s but  af t er  we wer e mar r i ed we hi  d di sagr ee-

ment s f r om "ihe f i r s t  mont h. I  c an' t  under s t and i t . - >e di d 

h ve a f ew squabbl es bef or e cur  mar r i age but  f t  r  we j us t  

c o u l dn ' t  get  al ong. 

r ,I  want  you t o as k her  about  i he baby, ŝ k her  i f  she 

want s i t  or  whet h r  she want s me to have i t . I f  I  am t o 

t ake t he ch: I d ask her  i f  she woul d pr ef er  not  t o see t he 

bab; at  .11 af t er  i t  i s bor n. I  t i  i nk t hat  t her e i s a 

danger  t hat  i f  she does see' t he bab" she may want  t o keep 

i t . So f .sr  as I  know her  par ent s don' c gi ve a d .̂mn and my 

par ent s say t hat  i s i s okay. 

" I  do n ' t  know what ' s t he mat t er  wi t h her  but  she t al k s 

a hel l uva l ot  and s he' s so ddmh nonk i  t hat  somet i mes she 

j us t  t al k s and t al k s even hen ot her s ar e i n a ver y ser i ous 

mood. T her e' s a l ot  of  t a l k go i ng around, t h i s camp and some 

of  t he guys say t hat  t he be by i s somebody e l s e ' s . Ther e's 

4. J apanese v or d meani ng j xi ;r em l y c ar ef r ee. 
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5 
some tal k that she v.as p egnan t before we �� er mar r i ed. 

On the fol l owi ng day the soci al  worker cal l ed upon Mrs. 

Suzuki and she tol d tl  6 fol l owi ng story: 
\ 

"I can J® unc erstanc why J oe' feel s ti  e he coes. 

e lit ve had a l ot of troubl e si nce v:�: got na rriec. but J oe 

shoul d have known bet t er hen he marr i ed me. _,fter al l , we 

\  ere go i ng steady for a l ong t i i  a ana he knei al l  my f aul t s. 

"I t hi nk the t roubl e st ar t ed, I mean ser i ous troubl e 

when I t r i ed to commit sui ci de i n ûgust . ,'e j ust went on 

and on and I coul dn't stand it anymo. Q SO I took some 

poi son. I t ought that i f I trie:, to co: mit sui ci de I coul d 

ei ther end i t al l  or el se buy doing' that get t hei r synpathy 

and bet ter understandi ng. But I guess I was mi staken. .hen 

I got bad from the hospi tal  hi s parents voul dn' even s peak 

to me'and J oe was meaner than ever . That 's why I ]e f t and 

went home to my god damn f at her . 

"As far as the baby is concerned, I don't see why tl  sre 

' i s such a hurry - 1 al l  because I 'm not expect i ng i t unt i l  

the f i r st of M,rcl  . As far :is I am concerned, I thought the 

wl: ol e m t ter . :..s set l ed. He sai d he .ante the baby and 

that he v,\  s going to take i t . 

r Ther e i s nothi ng in the worl d that I ant more than 

r econci l i at i on. I guess that I 'm st i l l  very fond of hi m. 

I 've pl eaded wi th hi m over am over .gai n but i t 's no use. 

He shoul d ave knovn better than to marry me. He knew what 

kind, of gi r l  I was. Fie knew me l ong enough. I guess he 

5. Tal  en from CWD f i l es anc f i el  note.- , February CJ  , 1945. 
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e pect ed me to change whan we got  mar r i ec but  you know, I  c an ' t  do 

t i  at . I ' v e b en the way t hat  I  am a l l  my l i f e and nofoody 

can expec t  me to c l ange over  n i gh t . He j ust  .ant ed t oo much 

t h a t ' s a l l . 

" I  t h i nk bot h of  us ar e cont r o l  ed by our  par ent s t oo 

much but  because I ' m mor e c ar ef r ee t han he i s I  j us t  l augh 

o f f  some of  t he t h i ngs t hat  my par ent s t e l l  me. But  J oe i s 

d i f f er en t . He ' s so cur i ous t hat  L a ' 11 do j us t  about  a i y t l i ng 

t hat  hi s mot her  and f at her  w. .nt  hi m t o do. I  knov. t hat  hi s 

par ent s don' t  l i k e me and -  hen t hey t ol d" hi m t o get  r i d o f  

me. he j us t  k i cked me out . - f t er  we go t  mar r i ed we l i. d t o 

l i v e î t h h i s f o l k s . They ' r e al ways ser i ous and gl oomy � n d 

t hey ' r e not  at  a 11 l i k e my f o l k s ar e. I  j ust  c u l d n ' t  under -

s t and how peo l e coi  I d l i v e and be so unhappy l i k e t hey ar e. 

Si nce I  was - so happ; - go- l ucky, I  guess I  j us t  d i dn ' t  f  t  

i nt o t hei r  f ami l y . I  asked J oe t o move but  he j us t  woul dn't  

do i t . 

" I  guess a l l  I  coul d ôpe f or  now i s t o get  t hr ough 

t h i s t  i ng and t o f or get  a l l  about  i t . I  want  t o f o r get . 

v o p e t hat  ;;he baby makes J oe happy and I  hope t hat  t he baby 

". i l l  oh an. e hi m, at  l eas t  a l i t t l e . I  k .ow t hat  i t  yo n ' t  do 

anyt hi ng f o r  h i s par ent s because t hey ar e t oo s t r i c t  i n t hei r  

ft 

ways . I  t hi nk get t i ng t oget her  agai n i s j us t  i mpo s s i bl e. "b 

. i f t er  -i  br i ef  d i s c us s i o n Dor ot hea di d cLant  e ker  mi nd About  

t he baby. She t o l d t he wor ker  t hat  she woul d 1 a i t  un t i l  t he baby 

was bor n j nd t hen make up her  mi nd' whet her  she want ed t o keep i t  

6. F i e l d no t es , F ebr uar y 10, 1943. 
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or whether she would 1 t her husband have the chi l d. 

Mr . Suzuki was not i f i ed through a memorandum of hi s v i f e's 

deci si on to vai t unt i l  the chi l d was l or n, b̂out a v.eel  1 iter l e 

honed the soci al  we I f ire . e; r ti .ent ¿nc. r egi ster voci ferous 

protest . He obj ected that hi s wi fe was bei ng unfai r to him und 

that it was ¿el f i sh of her to want o w ai t unt i l  the cl  i l d v. as born 

to make up her mi d. He added fur t her that he wante a vr i t t en 

agreement and that i f ! e were not sat i sf i ed he woul d f i l e .- (Stit i n 

court :>t once.''' 

Before anythi ng ccul d be done, however , the regi st rat i on 

cr i si s stopped most act i vi t i es i n the center . The soci al  wel far e 

department .as cl osed si nce many of the workers coul d not come to 

work and before the of f i ce was open the baby w s born. Suzuki 

was fur i ous but ;te v. vat no i ,i :.g he ccul d do about i t . lie went 

to the hospi t al  but was refused permi ssi on to see hi s o by. He 

cal l ed, in a soci al  worker to hi s home but si nce the of f i ce was 

d o ed and si nce the chi l d was born al r eady, ther was not: ing 

more that cai l d he done. 1 e was unabl e to take any l egal  act i on 

because al most al l  of the l egal  t i d department staf f had resi gned. 

7. CWD f i l es, February 19, 1943. 
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