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American Friends Service Committee

Philadelphia Pennsylvania

National Office NORTHERN CALIFORNIA BRANCH Northern California Branch
Chairman: Henry J. Cadbury 1830 Sutter Street Chairman: James A. Hull ~

Executive Secretary: Clarence E. Pickett % i A Executive Secretary: Joseph W. Conard
San Francisco 15, California

Telephone . . . WEst 7873

April 3, 1945

Mrs, Ruth Kingman
War Relocation Authority
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mrg. Kingman,

Conferences with Mr, Preston Wright do not seem to get us anywhere in
the matter of additional housing for which the Council for Civic Unity
is plugging.

Do you think you could see Blandford? In the enclosed letter to Senator
Johnson he speaks of the "immediate war period and the transition period
in the San Francisco bay area,"

When the war is over in Europe we all know that the volume of business in
San Francisco is going to be tremendous. The only response Wright gives is
to talk about the release of ship workers and the present availability of
housing in Marinship and Richmond. These units are for single men. UNr,
Wright says they hope to persuade people to move out from San Francisco to
these projects leaving room for others now ill housed., You and I know that
just won't happen. Even if it did, the housing shortage would still remain
and will not improve for years after the war is over,

Please give him the works.

Sincerely yours,
V4

4
%;m@f/&m/cé,pk\

Josephine W, Duveneck
Associate Secretary

~




NATIONAL HOUSING AGENCY

Mar, 24, 1945

My dear Senator Johnson:

Your memorandum of March 13th and the letter and report you
have received from Mr, Robert E, Gibson, Executive Secretary
of the Council for Civic Unity, San Francisco, addressed to
the Federal Works Agency, has been referped to this office
for attention, i

Mr, Gibson has also written a similer letter to us in which

it is proposed that a substantial amount of additional housing
be authorized for the San Francisco area, I am attaching a

copy of my reply to Mr, Gibson's letter, which outlines our
position at the present time with respect to the proposal made
by the Council for Civiec Unity. You may be assured that our
Regional Representative in San Francisco, Mr, Preston L, Wright,
will be glad to work with the Council in developing housing
progfems to meet the needs, during both the immediate war period
and the transition period, of the San Francisco area,

If there is any further informetion we can give you on this subject, please
do not hesitate to call on us,

Sincerely yours,

John B, Blandford, Jr,
Administrator
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Mr. Galen M. Fisher, Assistant Treasurer
Committee on American Principles and Fair Play
2287 Telegraph Avenue
Berkeley, 4, California
Dear Mr. Fisher:
We today received the circular "High Points in 1944
Activities". With reference to the last paragraph, please be
advised that Mr. Scott has today contributed $50.00 to the

Committee.

Very truly yours,

v,;' ///tw%/ﬂyﬁ —
44

H. Murphy

*...Americanism is not, and never was, a matter of race or ancestry.”—Franklin D. Rooseveit, February 1, 1943
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I did not think it was

PACIFIC COAST

Committee on American Principles and Fair Play
PASADENA CHAPTER

466 Bast California Strest
Pasadena 5, California
April 9, 1945

Mre. Galen M. Fisher
Orinday, California

Dear Mr. Fishers

Thank you for your letter of April 28the I was very
glad to know of Mrs. Kingman's trip to Washington and hope that
more cooperation can be secured from the Army. Simce Ben Kuroki's
visit the Army has not seemed to be helpful, so far as I could
judge. Incidentally I thought Secretary Ickes®' statement was not
helpful to any evacuees who were contemplating return here. There
is much fear on their part from all reactions that I hears

Attorney General Kemmy has been outspoken on the
subject of protection and I enclose copies of recent material we
have distributed.

You suggested "continuing education on interracial
relations" in Pasadena but that phase is well covered here and
our Chapter does not need to work on that in any new program.

the responsibility of Pasadena Chapter to get

gouncils for Civic Unity formed "in all the chief cities". Of course the setup
is confused with Los Angeles working through members of the Advisory Board and

we as

a Chapter. That is why I suggested we might disband as such. We have

tried to help with suggestions as to people in various communities but we are
not the ones to teke that responsibility. In fact your mention of such "Councils
for Civic Unity" was out first knowledge of such a plane When you suggest that
all minorities be included, it seems to me you have taken a new positiom since
the Conferences Is the Pacific Coast Committee now to work for allminoritiss?

We supposed that we were trying to secure in each community a é;shp of people
who would be on the watch for unfavorable publicity on returning evacuees and

wouddhelp them to become integrated. Has your executive committee decided to
widen the base?

: g Is there no chance for more housing which will be available for the
minority groups? There must be rapid work if the Centers are to be closed by
January 1, 1946,

Sincerely yours,

‘)““t~x0>u&.2;;>uLl_CTZ?Q Y O -
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As you see, this typing is peculiarly mine. However, if I
were to depend upon my longhand, you would probably give up in
despair. 879, kindly bear with me——-

I arrived in Washington on Sunday, and on Monday had a long
conference with Dillon Myer, and on Monday evening a fine
two hours with Mr. Fortas, the Undersecretary of the Interior.

Taking them in that order, I will tell you something of the gist
of the two conferences.

As you will be delighted to know, Mr. Myer, indeed, the entire
Washington staff of the WRA seems to be keenly aware of the many
unsurmountable problems facing them in the carrying out of the
Jan. Xlclosing plan. Both Mr. Myer and Mr. Tozier (Bub. Rel. and
Reports Officer, Washington Office) told me that many of the
points the evacuees are making in expressing dissatisfaction have
been carefully considered and are being cleared up to the evacuees
satisfaction. For instance, the point of the need of additional
fiflancial assistande for the purpose of purchasing furniture etc -
has already been not only considered, but Mr.Myer himself has
emphasized, publicly, in each center, that such assistance is ava-
ilable.

As he indicated to pou in his letter ,there will be certain specific
exceptions to the "out by Jan. 1", but the exact excepbions havs i
not yet been definitely settled upon. However, we can be confidef/
that there will be exceptions. I have still to discuss with

Mr. Myer which categories are to bd excepted. Until I do, pleasedo
not quo¥me as saying that there will bes exceptions, beyond the
statement found in Mr/ Myer's 2etter to you. K expecg to have an
hour or two with h)m tomorrow, and hope to clear up some of these
points at that time. I shall let you know what comes out.

A s you knoy, we have all been greatly disturbed with the slowness
with which WRA Bas aspproached the whole task of relocation in the
Pacific Coast. If nothing else should come of my trip east, I Seel

... Americanism is not, and never was, a matter of race or ancestry.”—Franklin D. Roosevelt, F. ebruary 1, 1943

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

ARTHUR CUSHMAN McCGIFFERT, JR.
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that the whole "Bottle-neck" situation has been clarified and will be rectified
within a few weeks at most. This is super confidential . If you and George

and I felt that there was a probability that the War ¥ epartment was unaware of
the interpretation of its policy which is being made by its representatives

on the PacificC oast, that certainly has held for the situation in WRA.

The feeling that we have had had for some timd, that the conservative, over-
cautious policy governing the relocation program was to some degree the result
of the interpretation of the West Coast office, was 100% right. S ome few
weeks ago it was brought to the attention of Mr. Myer , and he has taken steps
which shoud correct the sitqfhtion jmmediately. To what extent the entire pro-
gram has been slowed down, and the potential support antagonized ( or at best,
frustrated) Mr. Myer did not know until I was able to go i Eg the matter with
him. He is deeply grateful, and regrets only that I "ot Jasdeecome back
sooner. As you may well imagine, changing the policy, over the head of the
West Coast office, is ## a matter requiring a great deal of care, for it wo uld
be a bad thing to appear callous to the fine loyalty and courage which has
always been found in that office.

As a result of the change, I expect a rather sharp upswing in the number of
returnses to be placed in satisfactory jobs##fif# during the coming three or
four months. The relocation officers are now all instructed to go ahead, full
swing and to recruit jobs, recruit employers, to loan ewuipment , to assist

with the establishment of hostels, amnd in general to give the type of assistance
necessary to a full relocation program. J

Another thing I think that I have been able %o impress upon the office back here
is theeritical nature of ths houding problem. ( I was agﬁed by one of the staff
members here to try to get D.M. to'more than glibly say that they were giving
attentiom to it, and to sit down with him to_imprdss him with the fact that as
matters now stand, there will be no relocation untid there is housing). As a
result, he has taken all of my notes on the problem ( I had about fifteen pages
prepargd, with tha assistet of the S.F. Council of Civic Unity), and D.M. and
his assistant Rex Lee are now going over the whole thing carefully, with the idea
of presenting their first specific plans to the Housing authority. The fact that
they have not been specific Bp to this time is due to the fact that no specific
reports have come from their S.F. office! Isnt that fantastic, when all of the
relocation officers know very well that relocation depends upon homsing more than
any one otheri###### 1local factor? This also should be kept quiet, I think,
until they've had a chance to rectify thier negligence. 04L_~$«*\;5 |

Dillon Myer is going out to the Coast next week, and has asked me what I think
he sho nld do wh\l@ there, other than taXe a looksee at the offices. I have made
a definite suggestion, and both he and “y. Tozier feel that it will work out
well if followed through. Instead of meeting with his "support", as Bob Cozzdns
has always prefferd, and instead of talking before groups, I am suggesting
that he go about quietly, as our "fisld personnel" do, going into the rural
areas, talking with C . of C. men, bankers, Legionnaires, produce growers ets,
leaders in his "opposition", using the approach thd ¥ now that the Army and
Supremey Court are permitting these people to come back, their return is appar-
ently cteating difficulties for them ( I mean for the persons interviewed)-—
that Mr. Myer w& there do try to help them solve some of these problems, and
that his experience and information cen be of help tothem.
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A s most of the active opposition is made up of fundament}glly decent persons,
T would like to see how the conciliatory method could work.---At any rate, that
is wﬁﬁ D. M. expects to try this @g%ip, and it should prove to be an excellent
aducation not only for the leaders of the opposition, but for D.M. as well,
(v?&2d he never has had a real, first hand apprecidlion of the proplems of the
Pacific Coast. As he will be goiniall the way from Brawley up to Washington
state, he should have quite an enlightening expsrience. I am also insisting that
he interview, in their homes, at least one returned evacuee,in the hope that he
will be ahle to Better understand what they are w against, add what kind of
assistance they still need.

Mr. McCloxﬂ?s out of town, but there is a good chance that I will see him the last
of next ws ek. T here is no chance that we will be able to set up conferences
before April 25, as the ammount of ironing out of the relationship between

WRA and Army will take some real concentration. Until I can se: Mc.C. there is
1ittle hope of accomplishing much.

Hr. Grew is unavailable this week, but I expect to see him early next week.

T am going to the Whitelouse tomoryow, to see Anna Boettiger. Hee secretary
called me at my hotel, and arrangedfor me %o sether at that time, and as George
has already talked with her at some Bength, I hope to be able to make some
headway. If I find that one appointment with her is inadequats, a mutual friend
is going #o arvange a luncheon for us to get together again.

Dillon M. and his ass't. and I are going into the War Food Administration
possibility tomorrow, and will also decide the best approack to the Housing
Administration . A s soon as I se: them, I'll report.

So much for thus far! Last night I had an interesting time. I went to the

testimonial dimmer for Justice Hugo Black. It was suite exciting— Scemator

Bankhead presided, and among the several speakers, in adéition to Mr. Bankhead}:nu-&nkk
were Mrs Roosevelt, Justice Murphy, Judge Minton (newly appointed Circuit :
C.urt in S.F.), and Mr. V inson. nA™M1 of Washington" was there, in their best

wartime bib 'n tucker, and it was quite a sight.

May I sugg%P that¥ wi## while this letter and its contents are to be #confidered
confidential, you might like to show it to Mrs. Duveneck, Cush MCGiffert, and
‘possibly Paul Taylor. #4444 Connie can show the copy I'm forwarding to the office,
to Paul Taydor, so you might et Mrs. Duveneck and Cush see your COpy.

Mv best to evervyone, and I'm in there Swingin'
J p ’
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April 9, 1945

Mrs, Ruth W, Kingman
Hotel Ebbetts
washington, D, C,

Dear Bpss:

rrofessor Taylor called, Saturday and
offered a suggestion which he wanted me to
pass on to you. He thought there might be
a possibility of finding a Senator or Congress-
man who would think 1t a good idea to sponsor
"Homeward Bound" as a sample of the "good'
things that California cean do and to combat
the criticism against the state. He
that elither lir., Havener, Mr. Miller,
vouglae might be willing to do it.

l am sending out the Hews release that
¥rs. Turner wrote¢,today,to*all the newspapers.,

‘he report from the'Fort': alls

well.

fiope you are having an enjoyable
ags profitable time,

wincerely,
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April 13, 1945

I went out to Huntington Park on Tuesday and spoke
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Mr. Galen Fisl

Dillon Mver spent three days thi week in Los
and with Mr. Crotty, Paul Robertson, and my-
one conference, and I talked | him age at the

We did not know he was
to have the executive
tions were very helpful,

e
e 1

anxious to hear rding Ruth Kingman's
ton, and I am ) when she will

Sincerely yours,







CALIFORNIA INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY
PASADENA

CHAIRMAN OF THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL April 16 P 19’45

Mr. Galen M, Fisher
Committee on American Principles and Fair Play
465 California Street, Room 203
San Francisco 4, California
Dear Mr. Fisher:

I am writing to acknowledge receipt of your letter of
April 10th and to thank you for sending me this summery of the
recent conference. On the whole it is very encouraging, particularly
the address of Mr. Paul Taylor whose figures show the diminishing,
rather than the increasing, concentration of any foreigh element like
the Japanese in California. The race difficulties are almost
inevitable when such concentration gets too large in any particular

area. Of course this means, so far as the Japanese are concerned,

that we should all do our best to spread them throughout other parts

of the country, - this primarily in their own interests.

Very cordially yours,




April 17, 1945

Mrs. Gracia Booth
1052 West 6th S5t., , Rm, 729
Los Angeles, California
bear Mr: « Dooth:

Mre. Fisher called me yesterday and
asked me to send you copies of the pamphlet
"Home ward Bound", "Guide Fosts","Hext on the
Agenda™ and copies of Attorney Gemeral henny'
speech, 1 have sent you some, under scgarate
COVEr.,

ome
1k
g

The Pasadena Chapter has ;ubxi ed e
Lxtracts from Attorney General Kenny's ta
which you may wish to use, Copies 0¢ thi
t
4

T

may be had from Mrs., Thayer., This is no
long as the original and may be more use

80

ule.

Mre, Kingman returns to the office to-
morrow and I shall call her attention to the
copy of your letter to Mr, Fisher.

sincerely yours

ecretary




Lingman
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April 24, 1945

Mrs, Gracla D, Booth

1062 West Sixth Street

Los Angeles 14, California
Dear Gracia:

Home at last, and I hope that you aren't
completely exhausted with trying to do too
big a jobs I am delighted to find (wire this
a.me) that George Rundquist is coming out
again, and I am asking him to start work in
fulare Countye. Any information you can get
irom W.R.As On hot spots thereabouts should
be prepared and be waiting for him.

Lnelosed you will find a memo prepared
for Dr, Sproul. As you know, the work of
the Committee has always been planned first
of all, as documentation of an informed
support of the Government Program-- at first,
on an "if and when", and now on an"npw they
are here" basis,

Mr. Crotty and Mrs, Thayer Jjoin all of
us in feeling that a more well defined program
should be laid out., Toward that end, I have
prepared the memo for Dr. Sproul, --off the
fecord,~- you know that much of the definition
of what we are to do depends upon our ability
to see through the psychological approach pf
Dillon Myer as to thﬁ %eie}opment of program
on the West Coast, %1%l

nad gone Yo WaShington,



Mrs. Gracia Booth pag 4/24/86

it was impossible for me to be certain of what

I already felt to be his intent. The upshot of
it all is this-~The Fair Play Committee, The
Friends Service Committee and the Church groups
I've talked with {all Northern Calif.) have no
intention of taking any degree of responsibility
for housing, Jjobs, or welfare, except an a
temporary basis,

The Friends Service Committee and the Churches
can, and will, provide temporary housing (hostels,
etf.). Where they are to be piaced pe manently
is not our Jjob, \at that of the Govermment, good
Dillon Kyer, notwithstanding

Our Jjob remains that of creating in communities
the sort of an attitude which will make it possible
for the Government (in this case, W.R.A.] %0 carry
on . 1its programes

the Undersecretary of the Interior
interpretation of our job and that
to try to do more.

Toward that end, we expect to employ one or
two experienced persong (newspaper) to write material
which will be useful in the communities where the
opposition is strongest. Ve will continue to press
public officials (including W.R.A.) to carry out
their obligations.- Ve will send field representatives
to "hot spots” and will plan seminars and/or institutes,

the War Department will cooperate.

Galen Fisher is going south and will see you.
He will be registered at the Figueroa.

1 expect to bc in Los Angeles around May 7,
for a conference with you and Auuuquist, Crotty and
lirs. *hayer., I 11 let you know details later.

lieantime, may I suggest that you 1) continue
your contacts with surrounding communitigée; 2) see
if you Gun ﬁet members of Los Anteles and Pasadena
groups to take reQPOHSlullltJ for some of the same
the of Jct1v1ty (being sure to avoid repetition
and overlapping) and &) get to us the sort of ques-
tions you have had to meet in the several communitiéss




Mrs. Gragéia Booth

where you Have been. ZEarle O'Day will be helpful
in 1listing such cathion' (as well as a fruitful
gsource of some of th ECJ11°“ on & loecal interest

du;. ,Ln » ) °

ally going all-out on this documentation

Day nemes of press and radio he feels
to accept JA,L1¢ML, professionally
imely.

over
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Mrse. Ruth W, Kingman
Executive Secretary

R¥K:ceh
Lnclsanees #demo to Sproul
Letter to -;.,.LO»L].
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April 24, 1945

Mrs. Ruth W. Kingman, Executive Sec'y.

Committe on American Principles and
Fair Pleay

2287 Telegraph Avenue

Berkeley, 4, Calif.

Dear Mrs. Kingman:

I have your statement of expenses dated April 23,
totalling $386.65 covering your recent trip to Washington .endy
Chicago. Attached is check No. 259 in the amount of $136.65
which is the balance due you after deducting the $250.00 férwarded
to you on March 21 to cover your traveling expenses. N\

Yours very truly,
H.

hm

(Encl.)

e
I
e

Mr. Galen Fisher
Assistant Treasurer

cc:

“ ... Americanism is not, and never was, a matter of race or ancestry.”—Franklin D. Roosevelt, February 1, 1943
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April 27, 1946

Mra, Maynard Poroe Thayer
466 East Celifornia Street
Pasndensa, California

'i eary TQ-fzs‘, a ‘,"’“8 wer H

I wag extremely sorry fiot to be able to phone
you yesterday morning, but as my secretary probably
teld you, I Just dash in the offlice and out again
for some paaphlet n the Falr Play Committee and
resettlement, and I could not even stop to read my
mall but took it along to read on the way,

am snxious
future, but I am
pondence, phone
a8 wel! a® '

wor ir
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I wae very gla: o get your rtter the other
gday with the enclosed telegram I think such
pressure exerted on these in high positions is
one of the most efficient weapons

e can use,

8 fo0oC exetutiv

ES

If your Hrs, Urquhart sattended the meeting,
I did not meet her, but I did meet and visit a bit
with a lovely lirs, Mead,,and I amgol: to meet her
; 1 goon, 1 will ask for extra minutes of the
meetings and if they are available will send you s
gopy to read yourself and then forward on to Helen
Flack,

Thenk n sueh fo he coples of the exe-
cerpts of the Kenney talk, I will sek Mr, Cerr to
gend U2 sOme MOre.




Wre, Thaye April 27, 19486

We too have recelved only a vory limited supply of
ey o

lomeward Bourd" and are needing more very badly; other-
wise, I would be able to supply you with more, 1 think
they are very helpful, I am sending vyou a few extra
coples, as you are in a position to use them inst ae well

as, 1f not better than I.

L7 ot

iouing to meet - egain Iin the near future,

Sincerely yours,

Booth
Seeretary
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JouN HENRY RUSSELL qec¢ the eel( } 2 ¢ { i I E j s 27 ¢ d C Ch ¢ 1062 West Sixth Street

MENDEL B. SILBERBERG e s , q oy Los Aamats 16, Oounie
3 7 as NAal e { L em { 81 ( | ) S € { L1e MAdison 2678

JESSE STEINER 4 ; g 5 0 % oy y

W. BERTRAND STEVENS 1tline im when , < ; T 1S T

JoserH S. THOMPSON

DonNarp H. TipPETT

Mrs. MayNarDp TorL

AucusT VOLLMER

Rurus B. voNKLEINSMID

IrvING M. WALKER

WALTER WANGER

Miss ANNIE CrLo WATsON

Epwarp J. WHELAN

H. F. WHITTLE

Ray LyMaN WiLBUR

C. C. Youne

Executive Secretary

“...Americanism is not, and never was, a matter of race or ancestry.”—Franklin D. Roosevelt, February 1, 1943
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