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April 3, 1945

Mrs. Ruth Kingman  
War Relocation Authority  
Washington, D.C.

Dear Mrs. Kingman,

Conferences with Mr. Preston Wright do not seem to get us anywhere in  
the matter of additional housing for which the Council for Civic Unity  
is plugging.

Do you think you could see Blandford? In the enclosed le tter to Senator  
Johnson he speaks of the ” immediate war period and the tr ansition period  
in the San Francisco hay area.0

When the war is over in Europe we all know that the vo lume of business in  
San Francisco is going to be tremendous. The only respon se Wright gives is  
to talk about the release of ship workers and the present availability of  
housing in Marinship and Richmond. These units are for single men. Mr.  
Wright says they hope to persuade people to move out from  San Francisco to  
these projects leaving room for others now ill housed. You and I know t hat  
just won*t happen. Even if it did, the housing shortag e would still remain  
and will not improve for years after the war is over.

Please give him the works.

Sincerely yours,

Josephine W. Duveneck  
Associate Secretary
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NATIONAL HOUSING AGENCY

C O P Y Mar. 24, 1945

My dear Senator Johnson:

Your memorandum of March 13th and the letter and repo rt you  
have reoeived from Mr. Robert E. Gibson, Executive Secretary  
of the Council for Civic Unity, San Francisco, addressed to  
the Federal Works Agency, has been referred to this office  
for attention.

Mr* Gibson has also written a similar letter to us in whi ch  
it is proposed that a substantial amount of additional  housing  
be authorized for the San Francisco area. I am attaching a  
copy of my reply to Mr. Gibson’s letter, which outlines our  
position at the present time with respect to the proposal ma de  
by the Council for Civic Unity. You may be assured that  our  
Regional Representative in San Francisco, Mr. Preston  L. Wright,  
will be glad to work with the Council in developing housing  
progfams to meet the needs, during both the immediate war per iod  
and the transition period, of the San Francisco area.

If there is any further information we can give you on this subject, pleas  
do not hesitate to call on us.

Sincerely yours,

John B. Blandford, Jr  
Administrator
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April � �  1945

Mr. Galen M. Fisher, Assistant Treasurer  
Committee on American Principles and Fair Play  

2287 Telegraph Avenue  
Berkeley, 4, Cali fomia
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Dear Mr. Fishers

We today received the circular nHigh Points in 1944  

Activities” . With reference to the last paragraph, please be  

advised that Mr. Scott has today contributed $50.00  to the

Committee.

Veiy truly yours,
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466 East California Street  
Pasadena 5» California  
April 9» 1945
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Hr* Galen M. Fisher  
Orindat California

Dear Mr* Fishert

Thank you for your letter of April 28th* I was very  
glad to know of Mrs* Kingman's trip to Washington and h ope that  
more cooperation can he secured from the Army* Since Ben Kuroki's  
visit the Army has not seemed to be helpful* so far as I cou ld  
judge* Incidentally I thought Secretary Ickes' statement was not  
helpful to any evacuees who were contemplating return  here* There  
is much fear on their part from all reactions that I hear*

Attorney General Kenny has been outspoken on the  
subject of protection and I enclose copies of recent material we  
have distributed*

You suggested "continuing education on interracial  
relations" in Pasadena but that phase is well covered her e and  
our Chapter does not need to work on that in any new program*

I did not think it was the responsibility of Pasadena Chapter  to get  
Councils for Civic Unity formed "in all the chief cities”* Of course the setup  
is confused with Los Angeles working through members o f the Advisory Board and  
we as a Chapter* That is why I suggested we might disband as  such* We have  
tried to help with suggestions as to people in various  communities but we are  
not the ones to take that responsibility* In fact your me ntion of such "Councils  

/ for Civic Unity" was out first knowledge of such a plan* When you suggest that  
/ all minorities be included» it seems to me you have ta ken a new position since  
l the Conference* Is the Pacific Coast Committee now to  work for allminoritiis?
\ We supposed that we were trying to secure in each comm unity a group of people  

0 ��� would be on the watc$| for unfavorable publicity on retu rning evacuees and  
wouidhelp them to become integrated* Has your execu tive committee decided to  
widen the base?
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Is there no chanGe for more housing which will be availab le for the  
minority groups? There must be rapid work if the Center s are to be closed by  
January 1* 1946*

Sincerely yours»
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A pril 4, 1945

CONFIDENTIAL

Mr. Galen M. Fisher  
11 E 1 S ueno  
Orinda, C al i fomia

B ear Galen:
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As you see, this typing is peculiarly mine. However, if I  
were to depend upon my longhand, you would probably give up  in  
despair. S"^, kindly bear with me ---

I arrived in Washington on Sunday, and on Monday had a lo ng  
conference with Dillon Myer, and on Monday evening a fi ne  
two hours with Mr. For taw, the Undersecretary of the Interio r.

Taking them in that order, I will tell you something of the gist  
of the two conferences.

As you will be delighted to know, Mr. Myer, indeed, the entire  
Washington staff of the WRA seems to be keenly aware of the man y  
unsurmountable problems facing them in the carrying of et of the  
Jan. IIclosing plan. Both Mr. Myer and Mr. Tozler (Bub. Eel. an d 
Reports Officer, Washington Office) told me that many of the  
points the evacuees are making in expressing dissatisfa ction have  
been carefully considered and are being cleared up to the evacuees  
satisfaction. For instance, the point of the need of additional  
financial assistance for the purpose of purchasing f urniture etc ��

has already been not only considered, but Mr.Myer himsel f has  
emphasized, publicly, in each center, that such assistance is ava�
ilable.

As he indicated to you in his letter ,there will be ce rtain specific  
exceptions to the nout by Jan. 1", but the exact exceptions h ave ^  
not yet been definitely settled upon. However, we can be  confident  
that there will be exceptions. I have still to discuss with  
Mr. Myer which categories are to bd excepted. Until I do, pi east?  do  
not quoigme as saying that there will be exceptions, bey ond the  
statement found in Mr/ Myer*s letter to you. K expect to hav e an  
hour or two with him tomorrow, and hope to clear up some of these  
points at that time. I shall let you know what comes out.

A s you knoy, we have all been greatly disturbed with the  slowness  
with which WRA gas approached the whole task of relocati on in the  
Pacific Coast. If nothing else should come of my trip east, I fie el

� � � �/�����������������=�����������0��=����������������������������������	���������� ���������������	���������



that the whole «Bottle-neck" situation has been clari fied and will be rectified  
few weeks at moat. This Is super confidential.. If you asd Geor ge  

TOd I felt that there was a probability that the War " epar tmmt was maware  of  
the Interpretation of its policy which is being made  by its representatives  

on the PacificC oast, that certainly has held for the situ ation in nR&.

The feeling that W � have had had for some timd, that the conservative, ove r�
cautious policy governing the relocation program was  to some degree the result  
of tiie interpretation of the West Coast office, was 100* right.  S ome few  
weeks ago it has brought to the attention of Sr. Myer , an d he has taken steps  
which shoud correct the situ/ation immediately. To what exte nt the ^ t i r e  pro�
gram has been slowed down, and the potential support ant agonized ( or at best,  
frustrated) Mr. Iyer did not know until I was able to go ^ p  the^matter with  
him. He is deeply grateful, and regrets only that I ««aM: not-taln n ; o t s  back  
sooner. As you may well imagine, changing the policy, over the head of  the  
West Coast office, is �  a matter requiring a great deal of care, for it wo uld  
be a bad thing to appear callous to the fine loyalty a nd courage which has  

always been found m  that office.

As a result of the change, I expect a rather sharp upswing in the number of  
returnees to be placed in satisfactory j o b s # # »  during t he coming three or  
four months. The relocation officers are now all instructed  to go ahead, full  
swing and to recruit jobs, recruit employers, to loan equipment ,  to assist  
with6 the establishment of hostels, and in general to giv e the type of assistance  

necessary bo a full relocation program.

Another thing I think that I have been able to impress upon the office back here  
is thebritical nature of the houding problem. ( I was a ^ e d  b y one of the staff  

members here to try to get D.M. to &��than glibly say .
attention to it, and to sit down tith him to,,impress hi m with the  ̂fact that as  
matters now stand, there will be no relocation untii there is housing). A s a  

result, he has taken all of my notes on the problem ( I had ab out PaS®s
prepared, with tha assist«, of the S.F. Council o *  Civic Unity), aaf,3?;M r.  
his assistant Rex Lee are now going over the whole thing carefully, with the ide  
of presenting their first specific plans to the Housing au thority. The fact that  
they have not been specific *p to th is time is due to the f act that no specific  
reports have come from their S.F. office! Isnt that fantastic,  when all of the  
relocation officers know very well that relocation depen ds upon housing more than  
any one other � � �  local factor? This^also should be kept quiet, I think,  

until they’ve had a chance to rectify thter negligen ce. �

Dillon Myer is going out to the Coast next week, and has  asked me what I think  
he sho u ld  do wh\14 there, other thhn taXf a looksee at the offices. I have made  
a definite suggestion, and both he and r. Tozier feel that it will work out  
well if followed through. Instead of meeting with his "supp ort", as Bob Cozzdns  
has always prefferid, and instead of talking before groups, I  am suggesting  
that he go about quietly, as our "field personnel" do, goin g into the rural  
areas, talking with C . of C. men, bankers, Legionnaires, produce growers ete,  
leaders in his "opposition", using the approach t h i O  now th at the Army and  
Supremei/ Court are permitting these people to come back, their  return is appar�
ently creating difficulties for them ( I mean for the persons interviewed)  
that Mr. Myer wA there to try to heLp them solve some of -thos e problems, and  

that his experience and information can be of help tothem.
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A s most of the active opposition is made up of fundam entally decent persons,
I would like to see how the conciliatory method could work. --- At any rate, that
is wife D. M. expects to try this tgHp,  and it should prove  to be an excellent  
education not only for the leaders of the opposition, but for D.U. as well,

(vfctad he never has had a real, first hand appreciatio n of the problems of the  
Pacific Coast. As he will be goinaall the way from Brawl ey up to Washington  
state, he should have quite an enlightening experience. 1 am also insisting that  
he interview, in their homes, at least one returned evacu ee,in the hope that he  
will be able to better understand what they are 	�� against, arid what kind oi  

assistance they still need.

Mr. McCloy is out of town, but there is a good chance tha t I will see him the last  
of next wifek. T here is no chance that we will be able to set  up conferences  
before Anril 25, as the ammount of ironing out of the rela tionship between  
WRA and Arn^ will take some real concentration. Until I can s ea Mc.C. there is  

little hope of accomplishing much.

Mr. Grew is unavailable this week, but I expect to see him ear ly next week.
I am going to the Whiteilouse tomorrow, to see Anna Boettiger.  Hen secretary  
called me at my hotel, and arrange^for me to seeher at t hat time, and as George  
has already talked with her at some iength, I hope to be a ble to make some  
headway. If I find that one appointment with her is inadequate, a mutual friend  

is going to arrange a luncheon for us to get together again.

Dillon M. and his ass't. and I are going into the War Food Adm inistration  
possibility tomorrow, and will also decide the best app roach to the Housing  

Administration • A s soon as I se? them, I 111 report.

So much for thus farl Last night I had an interesting tim e. I went to the

testimonial dinner for Justice Hugo Black. It was f t9 f “ ^  
Bankhead presided, and among the several speakers, in additio n to Mr. Bankhead, ,
were Mrs Roosevelt, Justice Murphy, Judge Minton (ne wly appointed Circuit  
C urt in S.F.), and Mr. V inson. "A^ll of Washington" was there, in their best  

wartime bib 1 n tucker, and it was quite a sight.

May I sugglt that! 4 i  while this letter and its contents are to be/considered  

confidential, you might like to show it to Mrs. Duveneck, � ��$� M-Giffert, and  
T^isIblyT’aul Taylor, f#### Connie can show the copy I'm forwarding to the office,  

to Paul Taylor, so you might let Mrs. Duveneck and Cush  see your copy.

My best to everyone, and I ’m in there Swingin’
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April 9, 1945

Mrs. Ruth W. Kingman 
Hotel Mbbetts 
Washington, I). C.

hear Bpsss

P rofessor Taylor called, Saturday and 
offered a suggestion which he wanted me to 
pass on to you* He thought there might be 
a possibi l i ty of finding a Senator or Congress�
man who would think i t  a good idea to sponsor 
"Homeward Bound" as a sample of the ’good* 
things that California can do and to combat 
the cr iticism against the state. He suggested 
that either Mr. Havener, Mr. M il ler , or Mrs. 
Douglas might be wil l ing to do i t .

I  am sending out the Sews release that 
Mrs. Turner wrot§,today,to§all the newspapers.

The report from the’F ort1: al l s well , al ls
well .

Hope you are having an enjoyable as well 
as profitable time.

Sincerely,
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Headquarters: Room 203, 465 California Street, San Francisco 4

April 13, 1945

D .D .

Mr. Galen F isher 
11 El Sueno 2 
Orinda, California

Dear Mr. F isher*

I
letter  
"Homeward Bound" which

was very glad 
to Mr. Crotty
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hensive and informative. Would i t  be possible 
for  me to have quite a few more of these? I  
sure I  would find them very helpful to me in 
my work. They could be used at once i f  available.

am

�������	�?����

Chairman
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, are there copies of the Attorney 
eneralfs talk to the sher iffs on March 15,

I  believe. Ruth Kingman gave me a copy when I  
was in Berkeley, and I  would l ike to have more 
of those i f  you have them. I f not, what would 
you think about our having more copies made here? Executive secretary

I  am glad to know that you are going to be 
in Los Angeles for the conference April 24�26.
I  expect to be there as much as possible, and ���������� 
hope to be able to talk more fu l ly with you then »rawest sixth street 
about our end of the work down here. Los Angeles 14. California 

M Adisou 2K 8

Raymond Booth and I  went up to Manzanar 
last Thursday afternoon and stayed until  Sunday 
evening. He spoke at the Federated Church Services 
on Sunday while I  attended the Buddhist services 
in commemoration of the birth of Buddha, which 
was a most interesting ceremony. Director Ralph 
M erritt was the speaker, and the huge auditorium 
was fu l l .

During our stay we met in groups and individ�
ually many people interested in returning to the 
coast and their  interest in the 
made me feel  that I  have indeed 
b i l i t y  upon my shoulders.

F air Play Committee 
a great responsi�

. . .  Americanism is not, and never was, a matter of race or ancestry�����	�������������������������	����� ����



Mr. Galen F isher
� 2 �

April 15, 1945

I  went out to Huntington Park on 'Tuesday and spoke 
to the Southeast Los Angeles Council of Social Agencies, 
a group of about f i f t y  men and women most of whom were * 
sympathetic toward the returning evacuee. They are ready 
to organize at once into a citizens committee to help.
Several members of the group asked i f  I  would come back 
and speak to the agencies they represented such as YWCA,*
YMCA, etc. I  promised to come or send another speaker. *
I  am much interested in following up their  organization 
and work. They have one J apanese man (student) in the 
community who very much wants to bring his wife and child 
out of camp, but is s t i l l  a l i t t l e uneasy about public 
acceptance and housing. Their interest stems directly 
from their concern for  him and his future.

Yesterday I  spoke to the Wesley Club at City College 
at the request of Rev. Herman Beimfohr. These students 
were deeply interested, aler t, and tfrar in’ to go.u They 
also, have asked me to come back and speak to a sociology 
class and other groups at the col lege, and again, I  pro�
mised to either come myself or send another speaker. The 
point i s, that they are interested enough in our work 
and the problems of the evacuee to want to organize into some 
sort of student group to help.

I  expect to go to Gardena some day soon, for , I  had 
a cal l  from and correspondence with a Warren Smith, the 
YMCA Secretary there who is anxious to do al l  he can, and 
w i l l  perhaps be one of the key people in their community work.

I  have been wading through the correspondence and 
records turned over to me by Mrs. Kaplan and I  am gradually 
getting a more definite idea of the beginnings of the F air 
Play Committee and what has gone before, as well as a more com 
prehensive outlook on the future.

So far , I  have almost l ived at the offi ce, and am 
beginning to wonder i f  I  can possibly begin to do the'’things 
I ŝhould with a l l  the traveling involved on less than fu l l �
time basis. However, i f  the telephone company allows me a 
phone at home, I  can do part of my work there I  suppose, but 
I  find i t  much more satisfactory to work from the office 
where everything can be properly fi l ed , and where almost 
everyday worthwhile contacts are made with individuals who 
unexpectedly drop in for  l iterature or to discuss the situ�
ation personally.

Since I  am no typist at a l l , I  find the efficien t help 
of our secretary, Miss Reed, and her understanding of the 
F air Play Committee work and personel in Southern California 
and invaluable aid to me.



Mr. Galen F isher
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April 13, ±945

Mr. Dillon Myer spent three days this week in Los 
Angeles and met with Mr. Crotty, Paul Robertson, and my�
sel f for  one conference, and I  talked to him again at th 
WRA offi ce. We did not know he was coming in time for 
Mr. Crotty to have the executive committee meet with him 
His suggestions were very helpful.

I  am anxious to hear regarding Ruth Kingman*s tr ip 
to Washington, and I  am wondering when she wil l  return 
to Berkeley.

Sincerely yours

rmr
GDB Gracia D. Booth 

Executive Secretary

CC: Mrs. Kingman 
Mr. Crotty
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C H A IR M A N  O F  T H E  E X E C U T IV E  C O U N C IL April 1 �, 19^5

Mr. Galen M. Fisher
Committee on American Principles and Fair Play  
U�� California Street, Room 203  
San Francisco Ij-,  California

Dear Mr. Fisher:

April 10th and to thank you for sending me this summary  of the  

recent conference. On the whole it is very encouraging, particular ly  

the address of Mr. Paul Taylor whose figures show th e diminishing,  

rather than the increasing, concentration of any foreigh elemen t like  

the Japanese in California. The race difficulties are almost  

inevitable when such concentration gets too large in any p articular  

area. Of course this means, so far as the Japanese are concerned,  

that we should all do our best to spread them through out other parts  

of the country, - this primarily in their own interests.

I am writing to acknowledge receipt of your letter of

Very cordially yours,

RAM:IH



April 17, 1945

Mrs * Gracia Booth
105E West 6th St* , Rm. 7���
Los Angeles, California

Lear Mrs* Booth;

Mr* F isher called me yesterday and 
asked me to send you copies of the pamphlet 
"Homeward Bound", "Guide P osts", "Hext on the 
Agenda" and copies of Attorney General Kenny* 
speech* 1 have sent you some, under separate 
cover*

The Pasadena Chapter has published some 
E xtracts from Attorney General Kenny’ s talk 
which you may wish to use* Copies of this 
may be had from Mrs* Thayer* This is not so 
long as the or iginal and may be more useful*

Mi’s. Kingman returns to the offi ce to�
morrow and 1 shall cal l  her attention to the 
copy of your letter  to Mr. F isher*

Very sincerely yours,

ch
Secretary



C OP Y
Mrs. Kingman

P i  TT*S* DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY� 

1031 So* Broadway Ave*
Los Angeles 15, California

April 20, 1945

Mrs, Gracia Booth
F ield Representative
Southern California Committee
American P rinciples of F air Play
1052 West Sixth Street
Los Angeles, California ;

Dear Mrs* Booth:

The following information has been distr ibuted to al l  of our 
relocation offices in each distr ict in our Areas

"The Area Reports Office advises that Mrs* Gracia 
Booth la the newly appointed field representative of the 
Southern California Committee on American P rlndiples and 
F air Play* Mrs* Booth, wife of the Los %geles D istr ict 
Relocation Off,leer, 0. Ra: mond Booth has had much exper�
ience T/lth WRA!a relocation program*

”3h© has ashed us to obtain from our field  representatives 
a workable but not too detailed survey of public attitudes 
in organizing either chapters of the Fair Play Cosnittee, 
or groups of fr iendly invidivuals who can speak with some 
weight in their communities.

”Mrs* Booth plans to expand her time in communities where 
public opinion is most hosti le, in order to set up a group 
which will serve as an educational force and an antidote 
to the pioson of race hatred.

"You may present tho desired information to this office 
In any  form yo'x wish, but i t  is suggested you present some 
sort of "graded” ©valuation of communities according to 
sentiment. Additionally, please note whether hosti le 
attitudes are organized and actively promoted, identify�
ing the source of hosti l i ty where possible.”

Wishing you much success in your endeavors in foster ing prin 
oiples of Democracy.

Very truly yours,

/s /  Paul G* Robertson 
Area Supervisor



Mrs . Kingman

��(9

A p p l i  20, m e

ih*s# Maynard Force Thayer
406 l*aat ©«lifor& ia Street
Pasac!ienaf California

Paar tire* Thayer t

I appreolate© o>i the op©0rtti r i to
ip: ie 'IXk a ||'tli, o l i t.*v vaptOSI X va@ *** gpaaafclfe�Ì;,e
or iSPflujgHUSKS'Wp 'ano fotißd your eug*Aet e i0| EBlOSitm
bel 3:;�8i t drusa, b>&ok i o «y deck dü ay
W3• dj*1 k V|$i g ‘ÜüaÄrTg$j ele& re•r Idea o the b«Ji«*egih 4ÉW��<1;ìgSaa a*i mgor
V 1#jF a i r  F l8|  COÌl.v:ì tt«a anC�.J; ■of, nliat /�ee:heon
4< e t o dai a then Ä>A isre |

hon iona a t .' a jfisXXowtl he!' ¥' ;' ̂  ejr
ti ff« ¡f* u)j Ä�W sreor i»  th ia tor 1 • jet 4P* ■»ft7»|f 3 ** 0i'iÉ
gR KWÄrd l ook la J oat aai * asportaat � e,f 1eflS prò**
p<y* | p®raped ti r a  fai*»' the Ih •ir© « a

\,p stama /la i .l lday 8$ t :!C ftmHtisibeii  @Ä|||

9(%'jÈ:fÌ ;#�1�� ��■■:,.OX ■ lihe At varney Oc»@1pai KOtmayf A tèI k 1̂ 11
§§;1/ «ftUT xi I 3. Ä S1»M tißg a tire adi tiase Itigli,�:t
IIIjhjrtj>t procure fr ifjj» fjsfiù'ju ehor*teva • ;ves•0Ì" �

wl ah x th i■9ft| ititi a»ot ,’• •■ a» al /i�, %� • >■�•�g to me• t &$r:'; 01[.he* oa# *
*tr4
A* wìÉÉI Jr w'1': have exirè$ÄÄ$rf§ j*f$ ./'v TA voeldla p| treelate �)
mx3= > aoolv ÌOg 008m  of tb*$ m: at yoIr) m,;;:0 L li? e t o on«*
jj§M ion oa#

Thanlf slroa again for  ■giving CIÒit lg t̂tc,|| it;iae»

I nceroI v‘ «•Oli?h 1̂'

���

© r a d i a  P* B o o t h  
Lxeoo t i vo  S e c r e t a r y



465
San

�
�

ADVISORY  BOARD

Honorary Chairman 

� � �	� � ��� � � � � ���� � � �

Chairman

��� � � � 	 �!��" �� � � �� �

� ��	� �C. #�) 	 �  

� � ���$ � � � �#� � � � � � �  

%�� �� �&��#�� � � ' �  

(� � � ) ���� #� * � 	 *  

#	 � + � �� � �,��#� � � )  

" �� � � � � ��� #� � � )  

� � � 	 � �C. #� � � �� 	 � �  

� ��� �� 	� ��� � � � �J . �� � � ' 	 � � ��D.D? 

&� � � � �� ��� �� � � 	 � � *  
� � 	 ��� � � � �� � � �

" � �	� �%��� � � � � *  

#� � � � 	 * ����� � � � 

" 	 � � * �%� -� 	  

� � ��� � � �	�� �� 	 �%� � 	� 	� )  

" 	 � � * �! � � � � � � �� � � �

!�� ��� (� � � � � � 

� � � �� � .�� ( � �� 	 �  

��� � � � � � � ( � 	��� /  

" 	 � � * �(���� �� *  

�� 	�� 	 � � !�� �� 		�  

�	� � � � �" ��" �/ ��  

���� 	 � ����" ��) �� �  

� � ���� � �* �" 	��	� 9? �?

�	� � / 	 � ��� " + 	 � � 	  

� ��" � / � � � �� ) �� � � ? �@ 

, � � � ���� � ��	� � ?

�	� � / 	 � ���0 � � ' 	 � �  

. � � � * �C. 0 � � � 	�  

� � �	� � �A . 1		 �  

2 	� 	 �2 ��1� �	�  

� � � � 	� �� �� 1� � ��	� /  

!�/�� �(��� � / � � �  

&� � � � ��$ ��� � �����  

&�� ��� � �%� � � 	 � �  

� � ���� � � � 	� �� � 1� � / � � � �  

!��#��� �$ �� / � � � �  

� � ���� � �	� � �� �, � � � ����  
#	 � �����	*	 �  

� � �	� � �A . � � � � � ) � �  

, � � � � � �� #��� � � � �  

� � �	�� �A . � � � �� *  

� � � � � � � �� ��$ 	� �� �� �  
� ��	� ����&�/	  

!�' �� � � 1 �� &�� �� � �  

� � � 	 � � � � H . �	 � � � � � � �  

�� 	�� 	 � �A . � � ' 	 � �  

A . #��� �����)  

� � � � �" 	 � � * �� � ��	� �  

� 	� � 	 � �#�� �� � �	 � �	� /  
� 	��	� �� 	 � � 	 �  

,��#	 � � � �� � ��� 	� 	� �  

� � �	�� ���� . � � ���� �  
%� � � � � �H . . � ��	 � �  

� � ���� �*� � � � �. � � �  

� � /� �� �2 � � � �	 �  

� � � � � �#�� � � � 0 � 	 � � ����  

3 � � � � / �� ��, � � ) 	 �  

, � � � 	 � �, �� / 	 �  

� ����� � � � 	 � � � � �, � � �� �  

!�' �� � � � ��, � 	 � � �  
" �� F. , � � � � � 	  

� � * �1* �� � �, � � �� �  

C. C. 5 � � � /

(	�� �� � � ��	��

Committee on American Principles and F air P lay
��� � � � �� � �� 	�  

Headquarters: Room 203, 465 California Street, San Francisco 4

April 20, 1945

Miss Constance H alliday 
Fair Play Committee

Cal i f  orr ia S t., Rm. 203 
F rancisco 4, California

A

Dear Miss H alliday:

The l iterature arrived 
he most helpful I  am sure,

, I  would l ike a great many more of the 
¡1 Bound” i f  you have them for
N^jpvaluable to me and other field workers as we 
^Attempt to organize the local  civic unity o&m—

committees in the

this morning and w il l  
Thank you very much.

”H omeward 
they would be almost

LALLU 11VL LUJnflUUM  

Chairman
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Vice�Chairmen 
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&� � � �S. . �* � � �

Treasurer 

" � � � * ������ � � �

Assistant Treasurer 
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E xecutive Secretary 

� � ��� � � � � �, �� 0 � � / �� �  

Office: 2234 Telegraph Ave., 

Berkeley 4

Telephone: AShberry 6214

' Itimi titiQ Q*¡3 or ”what have you 
Southern California area.

«

I  shall contact Mrs. Thayer regarding 
shorter version of attorney General Kenny1s 

you mention.which

the
talk

h’s. Kingman at my fi r st  oppor�I  am writing
tunity. I  find I  sda ĉely have “breathing time” 
as my three�quart er ĵob seems to be developing 
into one and three�quarter time, and I  am just 

myself “ragged” and loving i t 
person to work with.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

OF LOS ANGELES

Chairman

" � �	� �%��� � � � � *

Vice�Chairmen 

&�� ��� � �%� � � 	 � �  

� � ���� �*� � � � �. � � �

� � ����� � � � � 	 * �%��� � � � ) 	  

" 	 � � * �% � -� 	  

#	 � ����� 	*	�  

� � �	� � � � �� � � � � � ) � �  

� � � � �" 	 � � * �� � ��	� �  
, � � � 	 � �, �� / 	 �

E xecutive Secretary

running 
is a wonderful

Mr. Crotty

Thank you very much for  your prompt attention 
to my request for  l i terature. I  would appreciate re�
ceiving anything new as soon as you have i t . This 
pamphlet is the newest and best thing I  have seen 
for  a long time.

Our Secretary, Miss Reed, and I  have just finished 
mimeographing the enclosed ar ticle “Sneak Attack” with

M RS. GRACI A  D. BOOTH 
1062 West Sixth Street 

Lob Angeles 14. CaHfmiH»  
MAdiaon 2638

some parts omitted, at Dp. 
you wish more of these, we

G i l lett !s suggestion 
can run them off for

Sincerely yours,

I f
you.

GDBjrmr
Enclosure

Gracia D, 
Executive

Booth
Secretary

. . .  Americanism is not, and never was, a matter of race or ancestry�!!�"��	�������������������������	���������
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i t  was impossible for  me to be certain of what 
I  already fel t  to be his intent* The upshot of 
i t  a l l  is this—The Fair Play Committee, The 
Friends Service Committee and the Church groups 
I ’ve talked with tal l  northern C alif*) have no 
intention of taking any degree of responsibi l ity 
for  housing, jobs, or welfare, except an a 
temporary basis*

The Friends Service Committee and the Churches 
can, and w i l l , provide temporary housing (hostels, 
et£.). Where they are to be placed permanently 
is not our job, but that of the Government, good 
B il lon Myer, notwithstanding.

Our job remains that of creating in communities 
the sort of an attitude which w i l l  make i t  possible 
for  the Government (in this case, W♦h* A * � to carry 
on"I ts program!

I  have told the Undersecretary of the I nterior 
that this is our interpretation of our job and that 
we do not expect to try to do more*

Toward that end, we expect to employ one or 
two experienced persons (newspaper) to write material 
which w i l l  be useful in the communities where the 
opposition is strongest* Be w i l l  continue to press 
public offi ci a l s (including W.R.A.) to carry out 
their obligations.« We w i l l  send field  representatives 
to "hot spots" and w i l l  plan seminars and/or institutes, 
i f  the War Department w i l l  cooperate.

Galen F isher is going south and w i l l  see you*
He w i l l  be registered at the F igueroa*

I  expect to be in Los Angeles around May 7, 
for  a conference with you and Run&quist, Grotty and 
Mrs* 1’hayer* I ’ l l  let you know details later .

Meantime, may I  suggest that you l )  continue 
your contacts with surrounding commuhitite; �	 see 
i f  you can get members of Los Angeles and Pasadena 
groups to take responsibi l ity for  some of the same 
type of activi ty (being sure to avoid repetition 
and overlapping) and 3) get to us the sort of ques�
tions you have had to meet in the several communiti&ss
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Mrs. Ruth W. Kingman, Executive Secfy.  
Committe on American Principles and  

Fair Play
2287 Telegraph Avenue  
Berkeley, #$ Calif.

Dear Mrs. Kingmanj

I have your statement of expenses dated April 23,  
totalling $336.6$ covering your recent trip to Wash ington ..-and /  
Chicago. Attached is check No. 2$9 in the amount of  $136.65 /̂'  
which is the balance due you after deducting the $2 50.00 fdrwarSbd  
to you on March 21 to cover your traveling expenses . x

s veiy truly,

hm

(Enel.)

cci Mr. Galen M. Fisher  
Assistant Treasurer
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Mrs. Ruth Kingman
C O P Y

April �� 1040

Hr* ����� D* Orotty.
Floor 10
6 0 4  S o u t h  ������  S i*
Los Angelea, California

Dear Hr* Cr©ttyi

Upon investigation regarding the lraoranee 
r 4  ̂ tifwrf 1 $£jgg to accept mew Business � 

J apanese o*med properties at mentioned in ft 
l*i. t��������� the* George Dickinson and Son Com�
pany to I r* O i l iett , 1 find that thi« partic�
ular representative Silas S* Barker was referr ing 
to the hew York California Underwriters with 
an offi ce here heeded by a Mr* Cray«am and 
their  heed off l ot  in San F rancisco#

T talked to H it* Barker"herself who assur�
ed S3* that they were mot the only "elms era* 
i  this roe poet* Quite voluntarily «he inf erased 
�� that dary ���� companies were ref««lug to 
do business with J apanese and «he «aid, "Sail 
TBI itiiy 0560 and they w i l l  tel l  you the asme#* 
trpcn ©ailing ferity 0S66, 1 found i t  to he 
the Charles* K eith, and B ikers, I ncorporated 
Xnswranee or 010 west SlJ tth/�Street* fbeir I  
asked i f  they would Insure J apanese owned i ro� 
party they said they would mot* and wham 1 asked 
i f  they knew of anyone who would, the reply wet 
that west tmawreree companies had decided mot to 
do so*

1 did mot pursue the eub.lecfc any further, sir©* 
� was only seeking to procure the ���� of in stir� 
tree eewpemiee for  you which you need in o dor to 
follow up this matter#

.Sincerely youra,

'■ Creóla D* Booth
rmr Executive Secretary
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Mrs.  K ingman

April 27, 1945

Mrs* Maynard ����� Thayer 
466 Bast California Street 
Pasadena, California

Bear ���� Thayer*

� was extremely sorry Sot to fee able to prone 
yon yesterday corning, but as my secretary probably 
told you, I  J ust dashed In the offi ce and out again 
for  some pamphlets �� the F air Play Oasmiittee and 
resettlement, and I  oould not even stop to read ay 
mail but took I t along to read on the way*

I  am anxious to see you again in the near 
future, but I  am so � head ©war heels’1 with a or res* 
pondenee, phene cel l s , a d following up contacts 
as well as with people who drop In to discuss the 
work of the Fair Play Cois&Xtte© and resettlement 
In general, that I  sometimes forget to eat*

� was very glad to get your letter  the other 
day with the enclosed telegram* 1 think such 
pressure exerted on those in high positions is 
one of the most effi cien t weapons we can use*

� am glad that you had a good executive meet�
ing with Rlr* Hobertaoo*

I f  your Mrs* Crquhart attended the meeting,
X did not meet her, but I  did meet and v i si t  a felt 
with a lovely Mrs*' Head, � and X am ggolng to meet her 
again soon* I  wil l  ask ��� extra minutes of the 
meetings and i f  they are available wil l  send you a 
copy to read yourself and then forward on to Helen 
FI®ck.

Thank you very much for the copies of the ex� 
oerfets of the Kermey talk* X w i l l  ask Mr* Carr to 
send us some more*
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Mr, Galen F isher 
11 El Sueno � 
Grind a, California

Dear Mr. F isher:

I  am sending you a copy of a letter  to 
Mrs, Kingman which I  marked ”Confidential* 
but I  want you to see because I  feel  I  can 
per fectly free with you in regard 
work and problems. Discuss i t  
you see f i t .
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I  can be 
to al l  our 

with her i f
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May I  say f i r st , that Raymond is t h r  

and happy in anticipation of his broader f i  el "� � 	 � � � �� � � # � �  

in the new J ob, and the lack of exasperating 
restr ictions he found so gall ing in WRA.

Y esterday, I  suggested to Raymond that | | §§f* 
perhaps i f  Mr. Grotty could not see the need � � 
an organized active executive backing me up in 
the almost overwhelming job the Fair Play Com�
mittee ought to he doing, perhaps this would 
he the solution:

Would i t  be at al l  feasible to ’’l iquidate” 
the Los Angeles Fair Committee without
nliquidating” the f̂xecuTive secretary by m̂erging 
with the Pasadena Fair Play Committee which has 
become known al l  over the country for  i ts very 
fine work. We should keep, Mr. Crotty who is 
deeply interested in the J apanese problem and other 
truly"interested members of the executive on the 
board of which someone l ike Mrs. Thayer would be 
chairman. I  admire her very much and feel  that we 
were in complete accord as we talked over�the poss�
i b i l i t i es for  the future of the Southern California 
branch of the Fair Play Committee, and the absolute 
need of the organization of sub�committees.

. .Americanism is not, and never was, a matter of race or ancestry�����	������ ��� ����������� �����	��� ��� ����
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Raymond says this is the best idea yet as far 
as he sees the problem and the need, thinking of  
course in terms of the work he hopes to do in the 
Los Angeles area. He knows I  am writing to you�� 
use your own judgment about discussing this sug�
gestion with Mrs. Kingman. I  have not mentioned i t 
to Mr. Grotty. I f you do not think i t  worth consider�
ing, just say so. I t is only an idea, and might not 
be workable at a l l .

I  so appreciated talking things over with you and 
wish that I  could have discussed my own responsibi l i ties 
a l i t t l e bit more, especially after  our session in Mr. 
Crotty*s offi ce and our talk with Raymond just as you 
were leaving.

Please give me any suggestions you may have as to 
procedure, etc.�

Sincerely,

rmr
GDB Gracia D. B o o t h  

Executive Secretary
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Headquarters: Room 203, 46S California Street, San Francisco 4

April 30, 1945

D .D .

Mrs. Ruth Kingman 
2287 Telegraph Ave.
Berkeley 4, California

Dear Mrs. Kingman:

I  was very glad to receive your letter  of 
the twenty�fourth with enclosures which helped 
to clar i fy my own ideas about work of our committ 
for  the next few months.

Mr. F isher has no doubt seen you before now 
and told you of our talk with Mr. Crotty and of h 
Raymond and I  feel .

I  am to see Mr. Crotty again on Monday after 
noon when I  take Mrs. Turner in for  an interview 
and I  w i l l  talk  further then with him about the 
need of a better organized committee.

I  shall be very happy to see you on May 7, 
also George Rundquist.

I  have submitted to Mr. Crotty a pretty def� 
inate outline of a program for  our committee as I  
see the need here. Galen F isher agreed to the 
plans as I  had drawn them up and I  am to send the 
outline on to him when Mr. Crotty returns i t .
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However 
view with«Jvft

neither one of us 
Crotty that he wai

our truly"interested members 
far afield

fel t  in our inter� 
fu l ly sympathetic

with ourT/I . organizing sub committees from among
, or spreading very 

in the organizing of civic unity councils 
outside of Los Angeles proper. Perhaps after he stu 
the proposed plans, he may come to agree with us to 
some extent at least.

You suggest that I  continue contacts with sur�
rounding communities, and that is what I  am doing. 
The WRA sent a letter  to each office in the area 
asking the offi cia l s there to supply them with a 
survey (not too detailed) of public attitudes in 
each distr ict which would serve as a guide for  me in

" . . .  Americanism is not, and never was, a matter of race or ancestry�&���	�������������������������	���������
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my activi ties in encouraging the organization of civic unity 
councils in that community. We expect to select f i r st  the 
areas where public opinion is most hosti le. We have several 
people for instance, ready .to organize quietly and get down 
to business in Gardena one of our 11 hot spots”. Their YMCA 
Secretary, Warren Smith, l ives in Los Angeles and is easily 
accessible for  conferences. I  am going down to Gardena early 
in the week i f  he thinks advisable.

El Centro and the Imperial Valley is another l,red hot spot” 
and I  am only waiting to hear from the WRA offi ci a l  and others 
to whom local  fr iends of the J apanese are writing before making 
plans to visi t  there

On Tuesday I  am going out to the San Fernando Valley and 
to Burbank and a few other small towns with a member of Raymond»s 
staff, Mr. McCandliss, to investigate some fr iendly contacts 
to do with the return of eight or ten old unattached unemployable 
men who want to come back there and whose return depends entirely 
on some organized group in the community taking over the res�
ponsibi l i ty for  finding housing for them. They wil l  be on pub�
l i c r el i ef of course,

Friday I  w i l l  spend in Long Beach. A Congregational Min�
ister  there is alert and well informed, and there is already 
in existence a local group who only, want a l i t t l e guidance 
and some suggestions about what needs to be done f i r st . A sim�
i lar  group is doing good work in Santa Monica where several 
J apanese have already returned.

Montebello has been a ”hard nut to crack” but a Mr. Ash, 
also on Raymond*s staff has made many tr ips out there��has 
met al l  sorts of people, fr iendly and otherwise, and keeps me 
well informed regarding the trend of public opinion. There 
are enough local people to carry the responsibi l i ty there, 
although I  am to go myself or send someone else soon to plan 
with them i f  they so desire.

Whittier also needs a fr iendly group. We were out there 
last Sunday and I  talked privately with a number of people 
whom we have known for  a long time and have hopes that a local 
group may develop.

I  w i l l  see what information I  can get for  George Rundquist 
regarding the ”hot spots” in Tulare County.

I  think your idea of seminars or institutes to be held 
soon should meet with the approval and support of the War 
Department; I  hope so.

I  spent one very helpful and inspiring afternoon with 
Mrs. Thayer whom I  l ike very much. She, l ike myself, feels
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that our Los Angeles Committee should get together and try to 
organize into a few smaller committees for  carrying on. She 
suggested that Miss P r isci l la Beattie, whom you may know, would 
be a splendid field worker. I  immediately contacted Miss Beattie 
who is eager to help us when school is out about the fi r st  of 
J uly. She said she would love to give the summer vacation to 
working with me as a field worker with expenses paid of course, 
and hoped for  some remuneration. We have not yet met, but from 
our telephone conversation, I  was very well impressed with Miss 
Beattie. Mr. F isher wished to meet her, but I  was not able to 
contact her by telephone at a l l  while he was here.

Another possible field worker whom I  have in mind is Mrs.
E ric Thompson whose husband is the WRA offi ci a l  in Santa Barbara. 
She worked a long time with Mr. Wentnor, Assistant P roject Dir�
ector of Manzanar, in &torge�of  kh�e recreational field ." She is 
much interested and I  understand especially capable of dealing 
with d i ffi cu l t  people, and is a good organizer.

Then, I  have wondered as I  speak to Church groups and meet 
some of the splendid assistant 'ministers around here, i f  some 
of them might not be able to do some field work giving possibly 
a few weeks or even just making a few tr ips now and then to 
communities where they know the situation and the people better 
than I  or the WRA could in a long/long time, with their expenses 
paid of course. I  am hoping that Esther Breismeister wil l  be 
able to help some when she comes down.

Earle 0!Day as you suggested is most helpful and occasionally 
sends me materials he thinks w i l l  be useful.

Yesterday I  spent an hour with J ulia Mae Hamilton, the YWCA 
Secretary whom I  had never met before. She tel l s me that the 
Board have agreed to the reopening of the old J apanese YWCA in 
Boyle Heights as a more or less permanent dormitory for  single 
gi r l s and women. YWCA red tape and eviction of the present 
tenants w i l l  take up about three months. Anyway, i t  is hearten�
ing to know that they are getting under the load to that extent. 
She suggests that Helen F lack might know of some YWCA person who 
would help as a f i eld  worker.

On Monday, I  speak to one sociology class at 9;00 o*clock 
and another at 11:00 o»clock at City College under the same 
professor who heard me speak out there to a large group of stu�
dents a couple of weeks ago. They asked me especially to bring 
literature on the Fair Play Committee and suggested that they 
might have what might be called campus committeesfor fair  play 
The idea being I  think to obtain and give out ai±�fee information 
among the other students regarding the J apanese American problem, 
and trying to find their place in the solution. ' ’
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