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(UsoÜng adJoumsKS m% tliàif point)



Dec* 12, 1942m
INCIDENT OF THE SPANISH CONSUL 

At 10 A.M. on Dec. 12 the Spanish consul, Francisco de Amat 
arrived in Poston. Mr. Evans notified the CEC and asked that 
they get 4 or 5 issei to interview him. The CEC agreed to 
send the members of the Labor Relations Board(Kadowaki,
Mitani, Matusmoto, and Nakachi), Kata (Chairman of the IAB),
Mizushima(Vice-Chairman of the IAB), and themselves (Hagai, 
Okamoto, Nakamura, and Niiseki). They drew up a series of 
proposals which were presented to the Consul. Nagai and Mitani 
were reported to have been most infavor of the first proposal 
which was that $200,000,000 be requested from the Japanese 
govt for the issei for the purpose of rehabilitation after 
the war. The losses of the issei as a result of evacuation 
were stressed as a reason for reauesting such a sum. This 
proposal was greeted with enthusiasm by the group, it is repay t 
ed, but later individual members of the group expressed doubts 
about it. The other proposals were:

1. The storage of 3 months food supply in PostonCto gaurd 
against emergency which might r ■ suit in shortage).

2. Improvement of quarters:(a) one f mily to an apartment,
. (b) a toilet to each barracks,(c) and heating is cilities

for each apartment.3. The payment of wages on time, two weeks after the end 
of the month.4. The completion of school buildings.

5. Hospital improvements, such as more optical and dental 
equipment and increased medical staff.

6. lelephones in the block managers* offices.
The people of the camp knew little or nothing of the consul's
arrival. Information concerning the proposals made came to thethe
blocks only after Block 45 began its campaign against proposal

for rehabilitation funds. It was announced 
In Block 45 by Mizushima that the proposals had been made in 
a block meeting the evening of Dec. 12, "by 10 prominent men."



2.
Dec, 1 3 ---- X spoke to Mizushima, saying that the kyokoha
(radicals or action!sts) would oppose the proposal, M, said 
that he had opposed the proposal himself. It was arranged to 
have Nomura the block councilman get a member of the CEC to 
address Block 45 concerning the proposal, Niiseki came and 
spoke in the messhall at lunchtime, standing on a messhall 
table, Niiseki said that fcfee Sp. Consul had told than that 
he had been trying to get to Poston since June but the army 
had not allowed it until now. He passed over the rehabilitation 
fund point and dwelt at length on the others, #14 then got 
up and said he opposed the proposal on the ground tha~ the 
gold reserve of Japan would not pennit; it was like asking 
for an indeminity from the Japanese govt. Niiseki interposed 
that it was rather asking the U.S. for indemnity. They had 
calculated that there were 45,000 issei in the Ü7S, and the 
sum arrived at would provide $4500 for each one. They had been 
afraid to include the nisei in the r quest because of inter­
national complications. #14 asked for retraction of the pro­
posal and then e xpressed opposition to the food storage pro­
posal also because he said it would create ill feeling on the 
outside because of the food shortage there. Niiseki said tint 
he would report this opposition to the CSC, saying that it 
came from an individual not from the whole group. Someone 
asked how many Americans are interned in Japan, saying that he 
believed this has a direct relation to the treatment of Jap an­
ese in relocation c nters. Niiseki said he did not knew, but 
that he knows the stories of bad treatment of prisoners at 
Shanghai áre false.

X then got up and spoke: I do not know the real motives



3.
of the CSC in desiring to have such a proposal transmitted to 
Japan, but as I see it there are two apparent motives: If 
th^r wished to rpport to the Japanese government the con­
ditions of the evacuation and the sufferings resulting from 
it that is an unnecessary step. The details were known to 
Ambassador Nomura who relayed them to the Japanese government. 
According to reporté some of these facts were broadcast in 
Japan and creatéd a tremendous fbrore among the Japanese 
people. They know how we have suffered. Another point I would 
like to emphasize is this: If they actually wanted money from 
Japan I will say that no true Japanese will ask for such at 
a time like this. Needless to say, our brothers are falling 
on the battlefields. Fathers and mothers in Japan are sending 
forth their sons for the sake of survival of Japan. They are 
sacrificing every comfort toward such an end. They are not 
thinking of themselves at this time. Their motto is: "To 
foiget oneself and serve the country." How could the CSC 
ask for money at a time like this? How can we call ourselves 
true Japanese? Are we forgetting the real convictions and 
determination we had At the outbreak of the war? When this 
proposal is transmitted to the Japanese government and made 
known to the people what will they think of us? Will they 
consider us worthy of their brotherhood? Our true Japanese 
spirit has not decayed although we have remained in this 
country for twenty or thirty years. I am beseeching the 
wise members of the CSC to reflect again and reconsider the 
proposal.1* This was received with great enthusiasm. Niiseki 
had no r ady reply. At this point N^mure adjourned the meeting. 
Later Block 45 regarded themselves as 100% for retraction of
the roposal.



Dec. 1 4 -- Hagai w^s of the opinion still at this time that
he gould get general support for the proposal and made a 
speech in Block 37 on this night in support of the proposal. 
His speech was received with a great deal of applause. It was 
reported that he did not regard the opposition in Block 45 as 
important. Meanwhile X, after thinking over the proposal ful­
ly 9 decided on a definite course of action to get it retracted. 
Hew ent to #1 in Block iV^hen to #2 who was not home and tie n 
to #3(who is IA of the block and persoia 1 friend of #2). #3 
agreed to contact #4( a yushi in block 12). At this time X ad­
ded another argument against the proposalfin addition to the 
arguments of economic difficulties in connects ion with gold 
reserve and loyalty to «Japan). The new argument was tbit 
the CEC did not represent the 45,000 issei in the U.S. and
that they had not even cn nsuited Camps II and III.

&X then went to Block l where he found #5 and #6.
They agreed to swing block L and #5 agreed to contact his 
work group and influence them. #6 also promised to take care

(u) (s *l)of Block r9 #7(IA of Block L and an internee) said that he 
would take care of Blocks and X encountered #8 from Block
0 ok the way home and he said he would tackle his block.

CY5J (3fJ#14 in Block G said he would be responsible for Blocks A,B, 
and f / * 1̂
Dec. 15, 1942. Tn the morning X snoountered Mizushima in the 
latrine. He suggested ghat M. work on retraction. M. replied 
that he was afaraid of “losing his balance as a councilman.“ 
Later in the day X heard several statements against M. to the 
effect that he did not deserve to be a cpuncilman.

At noon X received reports(from stooges of the yushi)
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to the effect that #6 had taken care of Block P* #3 had been 
umble to influence Hagai to change his position* #5 had his 
block 100% i and #7 reported many against retraction in his 
area*

X the“ ^ ecided t0 w<rk on the Salinas people* He went to 
#9 in Block Q who introduced him to #10(the IA)* Between them 
they agreed to take care of B l o c k e d  sf T ^ a n d ^ X  than went 
to #11(IA of R) who said he would bring his block into line*
X decided it was not necessary to go to Block 2 where the IA 
(Nagai) was a friend of #14*

X contacted Block^fwhere #3 said his block was uncertain 
He also saw #2 and #12. #12 had Block D taken care of(#12 is

, C*1?)IA of Block C) • #13 (XA of Block E) said his block was OK#
Block L contacted #5, #6, and #7* #7 said that

K and M were against retraction and wuld have to be neutral-
(£+)

ized. Wagai had come to speak at Block M on the 14th* X thought
the block could be neutralized. #7 said that he favored a

fag) faOspeech at the council meeting* #14 said that A, B, and F were 
safe#
Dec* 16. There was a joint session of Council and IA, but VK»s 
speech to the council was so long that the matter was not 
brought up. It was a arranged to have an IA meeting the fol­
lowing day, at which Caucasians and nisei would be exleudedf 
in Sumo headquarters in Block 27* UTizushima chided X not to 
agitate so much, pointing out that Block 28 was already very,

(j&) faf)
strong against the proposal* #12 reported that X, Y, and W

(_¥ r) \r3j { 3 y J
were safe* H, I, and C were holding block meetings* X felt 
that 24 blocks were now safe, Sbmxx three or four of which 
had had to be neutralized, since they could not be swupg over#
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& % )#7 reported that Block X was only lukewarm* X sent #13 from

Block E'xo swing* it* X also asked TT to talk to IA in her
block and to use the; argument that publicity on the proposal
would hurt the nisei in the U. S. She talked to him and found
that he thought of the proposal as fantastic and said that
it would be merely laughed at in Japan* that they would say
that the Japanese in the relocation camps had amused themselves

(40by thinking up fantastic schemes. Block G was by this
time rather sore at Mizushima* s inr <fc ivity.
Dec. 17.-—  #14 reported that he had neutralized Hagai of Block 
2. X ad #14 began to wonder how they could arrange to ap­
pear at the IA council meeting. They called a block meeting 
at at lunchtime and the issei agreed to send them as special 
representatives. Mizushima walked out when this was arranged. 
Rev. Hiisato pointed out at this meeting that Imperial Valley 
Japanese had once asked the Japanese Govt for $50*000 irhen 
there had been flood damage. This was refused.

The IAB meeting was held in the afternoon in Block 27
Sumo hall, ifsgai appeared uneasy from the start. Fiiseki was 
conspicuously absent. During the meeting a young IA (unidenti­
fied) asked what about the Consul's visit. Mizushima began
to explain* but was interrupted by Hagai who said that the
rehabilitation find proposal had been withheld* although he 
could not give all the reasons. Then the IA of Block A ( a 
stooge of #14) rose and attacked the proposal, speaking chiefly 
of the economic aspects. He said that such an outflow of gold 
would be economically impossible. #7 followed with a state­
ment to the effect that it was too mercenary a thing to pro­
pose "when people cf your own blood are falling on the battle-
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field.** "The mptto of Japan is fichi oktx isshin meeshi hoko* 
(100,000,000 of one spirit, forget oneself, serve). The pro­
posal is against this spirit.” He then demanded that it be re­
tracted.

The IA from Block B rose and said: ”The idea of my going
out to gather ironwood is not to make a collection of iroiwood
stumps but for the training of an iron will. An iron will
means to forbear and to withstand whatever sufferings that
come our way. It is the Japanese spirit to receive all sorts
of persecution with a smile. The CEC acted without proper

even
authority. They did not consult the IAB. The proposal should 
be retracted immediately. ” This speech was delivered with a 
great deal of «motion.

Hagai then said, ''Well, the proposal has been detracted 
already.” He was asked how. Hagai then turned to Rev. Mitani 
and asked how he phrased it. Mitani pretended to search thru 
his pocktts, then said that he had wired the Consul retracting 
the proposal and would be glad to show a copy of the state- 
ment but did not have it withx him. The IA of Block A rose 
and said: "Retraction is not enough. You must apologize to 
the group.” Hagai jumped to his feet, speechless with sur­
prise.

Then the la of Block 3(Fsgai's block) rose to defend 
Hagai. He said that he hoped this would be tak^n in a good- 
natured way, that Hagai had been concerned with conditions 
after the war. He hoped that the IA's would not accuse the 
CEC.

#7 said, "Well, if you had said tta in the first place
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that you had retracted the proposal, I would not have said 
anything. M He intimated that the wrong word ”witheld” had been 
used and attempted to turn the matter off with a laugh. Even 
HagAi was forced to smile.

The IA of Block F rose and said it was allright, if it had 
been retracted.

#7 took the floor and said, ”1 am willing to support the 
CECfs policy 100% but that does not mean we have to follow it 
blindly. It is the duty of the Issei Advisers to point out 
their mistakes and ask for corrections. There is a tendency 
on the part of the CBC to neglect or foiget our existence.
From now on we wont hesitate to criticize their policies. We 
let it be known that we have that right.’1

Hagai replied, ”We are liable to make mistakes although 
our intentions are good. After all, our experiences and our 
cinabilities are limited. We intend to carry on our heavy 
problem with your able advice and assistance. We are always 
willing to cooperate with your representative body. Please do 
not hesitate to guide us* I beg you to lead us with your 
great ability.”

X sneaked out of the meeting after this and thanked the 
yushi hho had helped him. The TA of Block F said that Hagai 
had appeared so weak that he did not want to hit him while he 
was down. X expressed himself now as before as not wanting to 
get Hagai*s scalp. Mlzushima indicated that evening to X that 
he was thinking of resigning from the IAB. X told him that 
he hoped he would not, saying that ’*would leave us in a quan­
dary. ’* X pointed out that he had been woiking to ,fhelp M. *s 
political anibitioBs, not against him.” M. then said that he
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was very grateful to X and would remain In office. ¥• later 
reported that the CEC had indicated to him that it was now 
afraid of Block G. Members had spoken to M. asking him whether 
he wan-ted to fight with them. If. had replied that he was 
ready for anything, that he had a lot of support.
Dec. 18.-—  X checked at the telegraph desk in Ad. 3 in the 
morning and found that the telegram of retraction had net been 
sent until that manning, showing that Hagai and Mitani had been 
lying in the meeting when they said that the retraction had 
abeady been made.





apAHisH comm, visit to postoh km m m m  with isseis 7/ 16 /4 5
Observation by TT
Subjs Spanish consul meeting with Isseis«

Thie morning (7/16/45) from 10*00 to 1 1 * 5 0  o'clock a aeetiag of « 
from Pnli' Ij|

select group of Isseis/nst with the Spanish Consul from San Francisco
in the Unit I administration building« Thar«? wars exactly 19 isseis
and 4 nisals present» besides th® Consul and a recording female a#cre~

of Slock 50
taiy (nieei)* Mr* ckamotc/iacted as presiding chairman and Mr* Matsuda
of the bas Department aotsd as ths interpreter«- Mr* Okamoio had ths
entire schedule of the meeting written out completely and he read por-

In English»
lions of lies; at a time/ and paused to si low Mr« Matsuda to Interpret 
it Into English for the Consul* ffte 19 Isseis present did not represent 
any official body» but the isseis of the community at large* However» 
most of the« wars council «sabers» Labor Eclations Bd# «embers» and 
toshers of other official bodies«
Chairman Okasotot (in Japanese» but translated In English by Ha tends)

be ere very happy to have you (Spanish Consul) here with us so that
with you

we can have the opportunity to dtscusa/soae problems Shi eh m  face« 
m  appreciate your giving up your valuable time to . islt us*

Spanish Consuls I as paid by ths Spanish onrorraaent to do this» and I 
m& very glad to be here with you to be of ta® help to you If pos* 
cible#

Chairmans During the time that you are hare we would like to have you 
meet with as m&s$r people as possible and to give us as much of your 
time as possible* After we had heard that you were going to be 
present today» we conducted Various block meetings with the block 
résidants to prepare a list of request# they would like to have 
presented to you for your consideration« it have tills list of 
there various requests here with us*



(At this point o member of the audience stood op and expressed th«- view 
that possibly it wight be wiser to allow the Spanish Consul to speak in 
Spanish and have Mr* Oeorg© F.uahida, who 1» well-versed in Spanish, 
smka the proper interpretation in Japanese to the isseis. It was tilt 
by the Consul and others that the Consul should speak in English* aad 
that bs uadsrst od this quits well«}
Chairmans In accordance with international law is there any rule or law 

governing conduct of civilian alien 
Consult The question is a little too vagus* If the question is put 

saore precisely I night be able to answer it« International law 
is not watchful and it is not followed very precisely* It is not 
a ease in which you ean aay this is whit# end/or this is bleak* 

Chairman* According to a resent instruction from the WBA the Work Corps 
ie going to be greatly redueed. Me furrier understand that cloth* 
lag allowance will be issued only to those persons who are working 
in the project* Me feel that this slothing allowance should be al­
lowed everyone on the project* regardless of whsther he is working 
or not*

Consult Is there any connection between the first point and the second 
point* that is the point regarding the M M  instruction and the 
IpiBt about the clothing allowtnoe? Aye these two points one 
question* or do they e netttuts two questionsT 

Chairmen* those points are Just on* question. The first part is primarily 
an explanation of the condition« As long as the people are going 
to be taken off the work corps even if they want to work or not* 
they (people} want to be sure of clothing allowance*

Consul* M s  everyone been receiving slothing allowance up to now?
Chair nan* Up to now only those who have worked received slothing allowance# 
Consul* Do you third* that this is a question that I should take up with



authorifclee her« iti' Faeton or In Washington* 
temèai Thie will tiare to be taken np with Washington officiale*
Iasoli (Keaiber of Lahor BtUiiMW M* and Council I think| he epote* 

ln broken täglich. uh Ich was hard to eesiiprehend} Sene are aliowed 
to gei dothlng allowanee and sm* are not» There le cìlaerliaina~ 
tion* (He aade infereneee that as pri«onere of war thè lesele 
eliould be gl wen greater eonelderatlon» sepeelally in tfc* regarde 
to elothiag allow&n&e and aubeletenoe allettane«)

Ooneul# Tm  are not prl sonerà of war* and are net obllged to werk*
8ew eerloue Is thie probten of elothing allowanes?

Xeeelt Hier# are nuahere of residente bere whoee relative» (huebande) 
are Intensi and thè famtly eannet gei al «mg eat 1 #faotorlly • 

Xeeelt (Kr« T&naka of thè Hospital} le far ae X know there are a nua- 
ber of eick fazaily asabers or aged nsnbers who eannot work» and 
whose fanily need thè elothlng allocano«# These individuale bave 
applied to thè fasslly solfare for assistane«» bui thè/ welfars 
office hawe given thè» esali allocane««» Bow aany reeeived #1* 
and how imriy reoelwed 0 — «that 1 donK fcnow*

Ooneult How aony bave reeelwed olothin^ allottane»?
Xeeelt The reoord fcejthere (elothing departaent) at thè office ehowe 

that* The fkally welfare office will eupply that tnferstatten* 
Constili l ter* been aaked by th* Spanieh Government to zète* a statie- 

tioal eunrey ef thoee whoee faaiUee bare no seans of aaktapc anb­
ei etenoe* X wonder if you could gire a» this Information* I 
wonder t&ether you wleh te gir* m  thl e Information yousselvee* 
(To Matsuda) Would you read thie questicmnaire and tranciate it 
orally for thè people bere* Thie le a queetionnalre prepared by 
thè Spanleh Oevernmoot inveatlgatìng thè subeietenee status of



thè Japaisea* la th© United Stata«» thè majority ©f vhosa aro in 
relocation ©enters# Tht» vould eoaedra ©nly thè lesele and noi 
thè ©itisene èf áaerloa*

ìfetsudat (lìsade tato questi©n in J«^*ne«©**-and briefìy It rsad thust} 
*Hoe «any peeple (Japansse) are in nseá of »ubai stono© aid?* 
ñ̂ m% is th« mixilsu» «©et ©f llving la thè rslooation «eafcert*

Cónsult Thsre are tv© reasoa» for askiag thie questi©anali©*
Oas» t© ask yen If you vould Uks io fUrnish thls infonaationf 

■ «ad tv«f t© Ist you fcnov that th# Spani #h 'ùmmrwmrà, is already 
working ©n «is subsisten©« ©est in thè ©entsrs* *4s «ili lese* 
thls cuastionnaire with you umili toaerrov» and you «an iseet 
mmtg yourselve* and supply me with thè Information t© th® que«» 
tioas* 1 ara geì«£ t© theee sane questiona ©f Mr* Head anyway*

Chalrasm ffe* ©sai al lévanos bave besa bui bave basa reduoed t©
Aecording io th© WHà in» trust ion thè batanes ©f siti ter« 

t© he produeed by thè prcjeet* In vie* ©r th» equi paoni » fartillser 
••«d* a»d t©ols on hand» It le golas t© b© very dlffleult t© rais© 
th» :i% batanee# 1« fe©l definiteiy that thè responslbillty ©f 
givlag us ite 4g£ «sai par day la thè responslbillty of thè M M  
or thè gpvemaent (U*S.)«

Chatraam kithout any guárante« of a livellbood on thè outside ve d© 
aot vi «h t© be releoatsd ©ut of ite projest* The peeple bere d© 
noi vani to be for»à ©ut ©f thè ©enter vlthout a guramis» ©f live« 
lìhood ©n thè outside*

Goaeult Are thè people being, foreed ©ut ©f thè canter?
Chairmni Ihey ai e noi beìmg foreed ©ut ©f ih© ©enter bui they don1! 

vani aqjrthing Ilice that to happen*
Domad s Do yen bave any reasoa to fsa# or worry about belng foreed ©ut?



Chaimn and an Xeselt Than» 1« a number of incidente of people who go 
m t on a job contrast and that when thay get ©ui thara find that 
they â a not qualified to do iha work they bavê contraoted for* 
than they have to look for «notbar job, and In the meant!na this 
la s&uelng them «one personal expenso# â faal that while looking 
for another job the government should pay for the expense«*

Iscel* (Member of LHB| speaking in broken English) Cte you have t?*ese 
dlecuación kept «confidential with the Span!eh Ooneul and not re­
vealed to the Goremaent (U*3*)f

Consul? (ehsmgglng hie shoulders) If 1 do that I; won*t have anything 
to tell the U*3« ■.¿©verwasnt*
(Thera la a good deal of mmaor/aid muteblins assaag the audience, 
and the consensus was that there la no reaeon to keep any of the 
dleau selon confidential)

Wr* Tanaka.* We Inure good geouavla to fear that we will be forced out to 
work outside*— To reduce the meager amount of semi allowance free 

to yi£§ and in addition to redisse the «amber of people working 
in the projeot* fes we apply for unemployment compensation the 
i&mtmmnt has advised us that there sure plenty of Jobe on the 
outside and |im are not eligible for easpensatlon payment*

I»»!; That is the main point» Juet what you «Aid*
(üany loeele were in strong agreement with Mr* Tanaka*s views) 

Chairman« Títere are tambor ê t workers who are receiving 116* per month 
and work S hoard per d̂ r* CM the outside the temperature le 1̂ 5 
degrees and this is very hard angûetrlisentel to the people*s health 
We would like to have e taethlnf dons to relieve thie condition* 

Gbairwant The »«wage disposal, systew ie Inadequate and very unsanitary» 
and we would like to hare you make the necessary correstions. 

Consult This condition existed the last time 1 was here» and they have



not don# onyttr t&g atout ltt I» that ri#t?

S*r#ral Z#»*i*« X*#*

CghsuXs Sicnr afccut ths limimi»? I resister that «a* a big probi*© ti» 

lauri timi*

S*r*r&l lasciai Te#» bali1 ih* oasagt iXraaiy h*r# Hnolito 1*13 i» te* 
barrala«

Chairtaans It i refbr* o# ta Usa Hospital sitoatlofi *h#r* ir aot sufflèi#nt 

mira## % tester* or oedieal oup pile# osi tessi# maà «®- would lite 

to ter* you **# late th* *ite*tÌQa*

Colali This hoapitel queation 1# 0m ry ¿ifflcult# and I 4oa*t kno« 
r#ry mah ifel telo* Th* adadni «tratto?* vi 11 teli a* om ihiag# 

attera «111 teli ®* «molte** and I donH kuow whieh le rifusi*

te« lanate! li# Ite Suole##© itfcnager of ite Hospital uni 1 «a tea!Iter 
vritfe tte hospital altuatlen* Thesr» èst oca«* teine» wbioh do noi 

refair# a prof«#«ioaal km*l*dge or «y«* far ineteno** w# dc®iH 

ter* -rubterlaad dentai ssaterial« Tter» or# *amy 9 %à peopie wìm 

or* in dir* a«#à of falò* teste and otter tentai ropalr «arte# «t 

a» éoaH te*« any «atteriol» te work «ith« Th# p*«pl* or* wtìltng 

te poy ter th*#« s&terlftl*# bui th#y aoanot g*t testa at th# tea» 

pi tal« fh*y h&tr# te ¿a te Phoenix to g*t th***# and it ooat* 

aoaay te g» te Fho*nlx all th* ti#»* Mt*r/ of tte p*opl* n**d th*a* ' 

rufcterlaed mterlal» for ttey méd **t* of t**te te thair 

tm é*

Oonaals Sw th* poopl* teen payliig for iehax sstarlalo r#o*ir«d 

at th* hoepital?

Ih** Tonate** tea» te* i «©pi# or« mniqg te pop for te*#« mterlal**

{?• sd®mìi*r*tted te* fusatio» pi*t by th* Cornai» and gar* th* 

taproaalon te th* Cornai teat te* tentai «erri*** r*##ir«d by 

thè pooplt **r# b*in& eharged th* p«©pl#*)



Consult A» I understand it, the i#overna@nt ^ere to fbrniah all the 
theee services and material» to the peeple is the e»nt«r».|| 

ieeelt (LIB nembsr) defers ihs J3A had proud sed that they would give 
the evacueee dental services free of charge, and we would like to 
get these services free#

Chairmans We would like to have you do everything in your power to 
have the internee# and their families brought together#

Qoom*li Is it true that the number of internee» whose families reside 
in this camp ie proportionately suck euailsr than other camps!

I understand that duo to thie the adadnistrtition here has taken 
a different approach to the problem than other eampa*

Xeseii there ie one pathetie ease, ih took the husband ie interned 
and the woman ie going erasgr#

Ckmm»l« I would like to karat investigate thie particular ease» I
would like to have the exact number of internees who have families 
here, and the number of Interne#» who have been returned# l think 
this ie the most important problem of the .Japanese problem, don't 
you think eof

Several members* Tse, that in correct#
Consult (Pulls out mom typewritten papers and read»)» section explalt*- 

lug the statue of internees mid their famines# This gave the 
isseis mom assurance to know that there is a law gvmrrdmg that 
problem)

Chairmant Could you tell us Just about when your next trip will be here!
Consul! 1 donH knew* I going to aek peraieeion to sake ay etay here

next tine longer* One oaxiH get wry much done Is just a few days#
(Arrar^ saanta were made to continue the meeting at ItOO p.ra. to 2 *00 
o*#iock, and fro® 2$00 p*sa# os to allow these wishing to to have personal 
Interviews with the Consul# Meeting adjourned#)
HOTEs I did not attend the afternoon session as the most Important phase 
of the meeting with the Consul was completed#



71 Outgroups: Re-relocation March El, 1943
Interview: F. Kuwahara
Subject: Relocation: personalities, Manpower

K. X don t like to see these beet workers go out* They represent young 
boys, who are not the best representatives for building good will. 
They go .out with hopes of finding better jobs, and before you know 
it, they are out of aoney, and then accept any sub-standard job that 
might come along. They are the poorest representatives, going out 
to the worst kind of jobs.

Ques: that is your future plans?
F.K. I’m going to stick around here until I get a good job. Money is not 

everything, and what I want is a good housing situation, with people 
in a community who is willing to accept you. No large city, but a 
medium sized one. I’d rather accept something that is not temporary» 
because it will result in the same thing that happens with these beet 
workers. I think Kennedy, and Nosshoff are trying to discourage tem­
porary leave, domestic jobs, etc. They are also aware of this poor 
representation. I think you are in the same position. Men with 
families are usually thinking more ahead than single men.

Ques: Does the draft enter in?
F.K. No, these volunteers have been in here for a long time now. I don’t know 

wbat the situation is, but at this rate, I don’t hink we’ll be taken 
very soon. If we are drafted, then there is nothing we can do about it.

Ques: What are you planning to do after camouflage?
F.K. Well, I’m willing to work for $16 a month doing Guayule work. I’ve 

been trying to interest the Forestry service but so far it has not 
worked out. Mathieson, and Emerson carry some wfeight, and I think 
they are trying to work something out. Mys ignature alone is not 
any good, but if I could put TCC or some title to my name, then it 
might carry some weight.

Ques: What do you think about the man-power situation in regards to the 
camouflage, and the road construction?

f .k . I might be idealistic, but I think it could be worked out. Now, 
fullest cooper tion is required. These ^.workers could contribute 
a few hours a week doing reefing jobs and any other required job for 
the community. If 200 boys went out and spent five hours on some 
agriculture project, it would be equivalent to a whole weeks work 
by some 20 men. These 20 men do not put in their full time, ^he 
same thing goes for the other projects* Isseis could be put in the 
^lock Manager’s office, as well as the other jobs. There are quite 
a few who are doing nothing but going fishing, working on ironwood etc.



x met * rank in the yard, and w a lived with him to the rest 
rooms,

*. &. These cans have been cleaned today, and probably will
be the last time for a long time. Whenever there is 
pressure bring applied, or they suspect inspection, tbgr 
will cl ean it up, but otherwise, they leave it alone, 
¿low there isn’t a single roll of toilet paper here.
Xou can see outside the door that a lot of lint ac­
cumulates here. There are no screens for the windows 
and the door, ^e expects us to do every time, that is, 
the cleaning, just because we did it once for him. 
hat is the trouble with the damned management, you 
do a favor for them once, and they can* t see why your 
can* t do it xagain. 11 m disgusted as hell, but J*’ 

goin going to stick around until next pay day. I can1r be
on the side of the management, ana then try to changed 
them. x can* t seem to convince them, uf course, 1 
can the managements point of view too. Some of these 
guys don1t work hard enough. But why should they, 
they don1t get to keep all that they earn.

ïou take a look in the women* s can, the rest room 
is the suae as the men’s, except for the urinals. And 
there 1st lie same lac it of privacy. **hy hell, you can 
st nd outside here, and see these women taking leaks. 
The rolls of burlap strips are just outside the winnows 
and when reefers are working up there, these women 
may as well do their duty outside. The ladies lougge 
is here. Christ, they don’t even have a sheet for the 
mattress.

I'h'e ladies rest room consisted of bowls, sink, with no paper 
towels, bars of grey soap. The lougge, if it might be called that, 
consisted of one army cot, and a mattress. It is not inviting, 
and Iidonught if it has been used. The place had not been swept 
out, but it did appear cleaner than the men*s. There were no 
screens, and except for a paper bok , there was no waste basket.

X entered the cutting room, and found\ more lint here flying 
around than anyplace.

i ; ,V. . if 'X "" 1 $ ■

*. Kuwatoara; These boys ere working under a handicap, All this 
lint flying around is bad for their eyes. They should 
feet eye-goggles. ' jL

7 , /;V /. , ... : : ; :/; ■ , Vi.*., v|-
^ools of ‘burlap were placed on a pole, and was turned l̂ y an 

electric moto. After these strips were placed, wrapped around the 
rollers, the cutter took a sharp knife and sut them y There ¡is 
considérable amount of line flying around,- ana on this cut eps face 
head, shoulders, eye-lasnes etc. a thick boating of lint was- , laced 
If a spark were to jump from the machine^, the whole place would 
probably burn iup in no time. ¡¡¡§j I



It se ms that the place should h ve more adequate fire fighting 
facilities, ^xcept for a few fawcetts, the only other noticeable 
equipment are the large oil cans of water and buckets, and signs 
posted, saying, T!$o saoking withing 10 feet of the buildings*

Between the weaving, sheds, and the warehouse, X _ saw Mr*
Hege, the designer of the camaflouge nets at work* I struck up a 
conversation with him.
H* "Thinkingof working here?

"No, I'm afraid that I am susceptible to the rash.*1
H. Well, maybe you can get a job where you won * t .have to handle 

the burlap.
Have you been at this very long?

H* Yes, I've been in this work for over a year now. There are 
bout 16 other factories doing this type of work, Rivers is 
the only other one on the relocation camp* I've worked in 
Manazanar, and SantaAnita, but hve never had the rash* In 
case you don't know, the basid pattern is the same, ie, the 

cen center of the net is completey covered.with burlap strips, but 
towadds the edge of the net, the strips are used to highlight 
the shadows.. On each of these nets, will be made bout 10 nets, 

w which will be used as samples for others to be made.# 
basis of

*This As the/argument during the meeting between the Fetory 
Committee vs* Employer's meeting the other night.



10 Z Outgroup« 4/13/49
Observation byAHL
General Defitte He«« broadcast re return of Jape to California

C.R. Re-relocation

Over the radio at lOiOO last night in the neee eaet came the quo­
tation from General DeWltt which said he didn*t care what wae done with 
the Japanese so long ae they were not returned to California* They had 
gotten them out and he wanted them to stay out* They are a dangerous 
element* A Jap is a Jap and an American citizenship doeaaft make any 
difference* There would be no immediate reduction of the dim-out on 
the California coast because they had evidence that there were Japaneee 
submarines off shore*



4/14/43IOS Outgroups
Observation by AHL 
»onerai DeWitt*a statement re return of Japa to California

C*fl. Local administration-30
Mrs* Cary» Mr» Popkins, Mr» J* Evans, W* Head and Mr* Galvin vara 

all faming today about General Dewitt’s statement obi ob appeared in tbe 
paper this morning and ease over tbe radio last night about tbe Japanese



4*83*43

or impossible. For this, according especially to Mrs* Sugiao, he 
ess much criticised by the people. How they seem to let all questions 
come through* It sill be Interesting to see if this works better# 
or makes the administration inclined to give them the brush-off* What 
they should be doing is explaining the real situation to the people*

VIA MW, POPKINS AT BREAKFAST
The morale among the adobe workers is all shot to plsees* They 

come to work at 9100 a»m* and quit at llsSO, come back at 1130 p*m. or 
2100 p«a* and quit at 3sG0 p*m* or 3130 p*m* Even those who formerly 
were most faithful now don’t give a damn* He thinks it is the inf lu* 
ence of re*relocatlon«



10Z Outgroups 5/15/43
Conversation with Ed« Ouchl by AHL 
Forced Sale of Sea Diego Buddhist Temple

U p* Ouchl showed me a telegram as I met him la the hall this after» 
boos from a bank quoting an offer fbr the Buddhist temple building by the 
U 8 0 in San Diego for $10*000 and stating that If they didn’t sell the 
building would be condemned* Edward Ouchl said* covered in smiles and 
laughing - the building was worth $35*000* I said it was high way robbery 
Be agreed and aaid Tom Maauda said he didn't believe they eould condemn 
it* but E* Ouchl felt with things In the condition they are* you could 
not tell * maybe it was best to get what you could*



OTJTOBOUB
Southern Calif race-baiters

W M  policy of segregation
Mayor Bowron' , CB

"Did you read the Examiner today?/ — -Ivor Then come over
ard read what Bowurn is up to now.- While not mentioning names
be is accusing ME* It is terrible# It tells of a D octors wife,

for 5 yrs
grad# of U#G• wbo went to Japan and associated ftith Germans and 
connected ith Cultural society and who has been touring lectur 
under YWCA, I surely feel sorry f or her. htetete Bowron has 
made s > many enemjrea of the Japanese that he wants to be sure 
to rid Calif of Japanese, or what has he boon promise! this 

time for this race baiting?*
wDid you read today’s osboV ohoniole in the Japanese section 

about the possibility of people returning from internment, ap­
plying for leave now possible for parolees, abeeb There VMxmss, 
must bo a definite possibility of segregation of tie loyal and 
disloyal. The disloyal to be put in concentration oaap worse 
than this, that is the WHA turning the aaipps over to the Army
and the loyal ones being pushed out * ”

’’When it reaches the stage of being printed in the Chronicle
it Is beyond the rumor point* There must be some basis for

real possibility*'*



5/25/45XOO Outgroup Relatione 
Personal Journal, EC 
Attitudes of outs ide
This morning at fcreakfast, Mr* Burge tells about a radio program they 
heard last night about 9|50 from a Phoenix station* It was some past
or present commander of the American Legion giving Governor Osborne’s
report on the situation regarding the Japanese settling in the Salt River
Valley* Apparently it was only a rehash of the report, and it boiled
down to «We don’t want then here*« He called them «the biggest danger
we have ever faced*« Mrs* Burge said that his voice was very low and
dramatic and she could just see the housewives throughout the state
making sure the doors were locked* They feel that probably many people
here in camp heard the borade&st and that it would be just one more

discouraging thing*
Later in the morning ask BSR staff if any of them heard the 

broadcast or any mention of it* They knew nothing of it* KB said 
however that somebody here had just received a letter from Bon Iwashlta 
(Former head of Leave Office and now at Camp Savage) from Minneaots 
and he likes it there* He wrote, «Phooey to California* I’d rather 
be here where they treat you like a human being*« The staff talks 
on about this, saying that everybody writes about what a good place 
Minnesota is, and that they have the feeling now that it is the west 
coast that is really against them instead of the whole country*
JS says that he has heard that in Arkansas, the American Legion gave the

volunteers a big send off*



|j| Outgroup Relations Personal Journal, M3 
Reaction to Dies Committee

161 Food

6*18/4$

fi@nrd irons ftR tldLs Aff.orttA/Mn i * +v»iv .I  arternw*  ¡gf* ¡¡g pgf story that got on bus about the
disaster at 30 Mess Hall in Camp I, the ni*. p„nii* it , ,1 || *a~re *Ue 3i€3 Cfeamjittee walked in and founc
the people eating ham, potato salad, egg, cheese, melon and cup calces, MB says
that he thinks it »as the cook« s fault, that he got mad at something and did
this deliberately»

Also learn that the Committee only in this camp about 10 ̂ Unites. 
Saw thee come in about a minute or so ahead of the 4$15 truck, so got here about 
4*40. About ten minutes later, MB came in saw Baid that they had already gone
out again. mand BG just drove than through the camp. He was laughing and 
saying that fthey had been kept out of the offices all day, driving around the
©asps end mist be sweltering by this time»

notice when we come in on the truck, that GW is going around M i i » £ 
people that the Committee is in Camp, He sees us and holds up two fingers, 

and says m  «cars of them.» There were two cars that tought them down.



10S Outgroup» 5-28-43
Conversation with R. Gelvin by AHL
Arisons State lav limiting purchase and business with 
Japanese

After dinner tonight, B* Gelvin mentioned that the 
State of Arizona had passed a lav requiring anybody doing 
business with any persons vhose geographic movement is re­
stricted» to give 30 days notice by advertising in the pa­pers* Sale of food and clothing vere excepted* This is 
of course aimed at the Japanese resettling in Arizona* It 
vas engineered by some business men to inhibit the resettle­
ment* Until recently it vas not enforced* then the Stan­
dard Oil Company sold 50 gals* of gas to a Japanese and vere 
fined |1000* It vas thought this would be a test casef and 
the las could be set aside as tmeonstitutional• Howeverf 
Standard Oil backed down and paid their fine* It has put 
the Japanese in a tough spot* Flans are being made now to 
bring up another test case* W. Head and the Project Direc­
tor of Gila are working on this problem in Washington*



^  100 o m w i ?  RSLATICWS
o & m v m m  ~js
WSX8 BiiQADCAST

June U # XaM$

(la thd morning had the dial of the radio tuned in on KT1E# Phoenix radio static» 
e» the kerning of h u a  1$ atabout !&»©$ A? U* ©nd toe Qundsy sevvice hour' ‘«as 
introduced,)
though I ywas not listening to .the sermon th© Eev* Kendall of the Oentral Methodist 
Qburco wa© giving# but When he siontloned the Biseis X pricked isy cars and listened 
to his senaon.
He was pro&chiiig that the Minority group should be accepted as equals of any other 
Americans otherwise the fight for democracy would defeat its purpose in fighting 
this war* He stressed that the people should think with their Kinds instead of 
thinking with their hearts# ^  ,
During his aerrnon he brought out many examples of disoritain&tion against the minority
group* In Phoenix a young brilliant Begroe revised to r - * | S g P ^ ®  
Kz.t he ¿m ».thing to fightfor in this with all the dtscrTuonation m m
the Kegroes in the army# He was a brilliant oolite graduate Begroe but he ®U£t 
be picked up by the F* B# X* by now. In this city the Chinese are not allowed to
swim in th© public plunges because they are not of the v/nite race.

®fwliy there ha© been a new law being, enforced that restricts th 
to restricted people without theanounccKent a week prior to th-

s, l©s o f merdhandide 
transaction, When

the Basis took' over the country in Germany and restricted the transaction of business 
between the Getf&ns and the ¿ewsf we /mart cans condemned such discrimination with 
anger# but today we are doing the safte thing here in our own country «hat we are * 
fighting against©» the outside,
fhe riot of the soot suiters against the servicemen did not Just happen, ?fces® 
are the products of the discrimination and the misunderstanding on the partof the 
majority of the people# We hare to help in making th ©e people of the Minority 
gfeUp less. consciousef their beiig of the minority#
Ve bus« M M * « *  the apixlt of Washington, Jeiferson, Ur-ccin «id others woo to?, ■ 
fought for democracy# We must be one peopleslnce this nation is the a el tang pot o * 
the world and looks forward to the future# so should wer#

In bos Angolas X have been wit* 
we had never h&d&ny J 
paw of the .re.ee baiters#

the Juvenile .Prison Camps for ffisjsy yec-rg end 
Jews ©nd only on© Giiinesep; We can»©t be the .cats



0/17/48102 Outgroup Relations
personal Journal, 1C 
Reaction to Dies Committee

During the day rumors kept coming in that the Dies Committee was 
already* in camp* At one point in the afternoon JS came in saying that the 
committee were in Camp 3 now, over investigating the Reefers# (Actually, 
checked in Camp 1 and they were not yet on the project*)

About 4{15, went up on the bus to I# The driver said that the 

Committee was in Camp but he oidn11 know how many had come# He said this 
morning there was someone on his truck whom he thought was a. reporter* The 
man asked him & good many questions about his boss, but he kept pretending 
he didn*t know anything and weuldn*t talk# «1 don’t want to get my boss in 
bad#* H© said that the way the thing looked to him, the Dies Committee were 
after the Administration leaders here in camp rather than the evacuees#
So far, they had just ben putting the Administration on the spot, like his 
bosses Mr# H&verland and Mr# Barrett* (From manner in which he spoke, had 
feeling he likes both men#) The girl on the truck said that she thought the

Committee was trying to get the &my to take over the camp and to stop all 
leaves*

During dinner at I, the till was about the Committee# The teachers

seemed to think that the Dies Committee also in camp* HW told (and later PS) 
how Senator McF&rlane visited PS* s sixth grade dess vdth Mr# Kelson* PS

told them something abcaut the work of the class, but the man seemed uninterested# 
She paused, and then he asked, «Do the children salute the flag"« She said yes* 

Ho wanted to know, «Every morning*« She explained that >dien she came they used 
to salute every morning, but she had decided that it was better to have it mean 
something to than and now they salute when the children ask to do it# He wanted

to know if they ever ask, and she told him yes, quite often* PS says she doesn’t 
think he was much impressed by this. The ether teachers say that they kill hare



6/L7/4S102 Outgroup Relations
Personal Journal* EC 
Reaction to Bios Committee* 2

to Rave their children salute tomorrow morning* One says that the evacuee

teachers always have the salute* but she her self never thinks to do it* Several 
others agree that it never occurs to them* One* in Seniro High S chool* says 
th t they donH have a flag to salute if they wanted to*

They start to laugh* One suggests going "Heiltt if the Committee turns 
up* another says she* II greet them ?lth a good flbo»zal** From all expression 
at this table* thefc© is considerable antagonism to the Committee*



Outgroup Relations 6/4/43
Personal Journal, 1C
Actions of evacuees on outside

Tonight at dinner, MB says that Kenneth sato has gotten hack from 
Salt Lake City and is very such wroried about the situation there# He 
says that many of the hoys and men who have gone outto Utah on s asonal 
leave are throwing up their jobs after a week or so and drifting down 
to Salt Lake City where they hang around without jobs creating a generally 
bad impression. They wear zoot suits or old overalls and look so messy, 
that Sato said he himself wouldnft want to have anything to do with them#
The whites there don#t like it, the more serious among the Japanese don*t 
like it —  but there seems to bre very little that can be done about it*
Another thing, these boys walk down the streets three abreast and wonft 
make room for anyone to pass* sato said he went to see the WRA Representative 
in salt Lake City to tell him something should he done about this —  the 
man is very much aware of the problem but apprently has no way of controlling 
the situation* MB says that is the sort of thing that has him worried about 
the resettlement .program# The way it is going now they have practically 
no cheek on those going out —  they just go if they can get a job, or some 
friend who will tak-> care of them,or have some money# He thinks that it 
should be a much slower process with careful selection of those to go out* 
Otherwise he fears that all the evacuees will just be shot back in her® 
again because of s me incident# He sounds disgusted when he talks about the 
stupidity of these fcoys in notrealizing that they should be more careful 
and just what they are up against#

Then he mentions a letter he received from Rokutanl who went to 
Minneapolis* H© wrote that those going out should be warned to wear some 
decent clothing* Many were arriving there in overalls and T-shirts and 
creating a very unfavorable impression#



\0X \5

Outgroup Relation 4-14-43
Personal Journal of T.3.
Subjects: Dewitt* s Statement in ¿oston Chronicle,

C,R. Personality Study of J. Watari.
a. Food
b, C»-Relocation.
C • Selective Service.

At the breakfast table Jim asked me* if I had heard Dewitt* s 
broadcast the other nlte. I said no. Then he went on into a 
lengthy discussion. ■

"you know IVia, to have a ¿uy like Dewitt in the big shots 
position is something that should never have happened. Tiere 
must be some reason for his making such a statement. Maybe it 
is a reverse in the South Pacific. There is a statement in 
the .papers to the effect that the Japs are knocking at the door 
of Australia. It-* a because of guys like him, that we are in 
herex, as a matter of fact, because of him directly we are 
here 5 and that Is the reason 1 am going to stajcjc here until 
the end. When Lt* Bolton came here to see aboutregistrafieri,
I put Mo on both the 27 & 23th question; fund when he asked me 
why, I told him. Mr. Kara, ana Tom hishlmoto were staning 
behind me when I told him that I’ve lost all f&Dfch’.in this 
country, and that no amount of appeasement, will .make me 
feel like X used to again. Yes, I know that he is only one 
of that particular kind of rats, hut why are we in here, be­
cause the other kinds of guys were too scared to say anything.
I don’t blame them either, because if they did try to help out, 
they would have been called Jap l e v e r " "if heNwanted^ to 
anhilate the Japs so much, why don’t he..|o to the South Pacific 
and face some of those soldiers. Hell, give me a 39-30, and 
1*11 take him on myse?uf. Line up the Jlaps, and bury them.
For C hris t sakee, that iswhat they have been doing down there 
in Hong Kong. They forced the civilians Into the Indian Ocean, 
and than while they were climbing back on shore, they shot
them off without giving them a chance. X listened in on a
short wave broadcast and it said that the gang of Jap solders 
chopped off the heads of a wh&le regiment as arete. M a t  ion .meas­
ure •"

"For that reason, these white guys get my goat. Hell, I*m 
going to stay in here until they drive me out. It lathe ob­
ligation of the government to see that we are taken care of.
They put asin here. If I go out, and see my wife and kid 
hungry, or bold, I’m going to rob, murder if X have to* 
food that we get in here Is not the best, and i am not kicking, 
but I know I am not getting what it takes, because the minute 
I exert znyself, I get pretty tired, Atleaet it helps out, and 
when a person is awfully hungry, h e ’ll eat anything,.



6/20-43
Outgroup
via !§§§& reported by GfC# SI recorded by CTS*

W  * ’ 6/22-f43'A'Resettlement•
(People are talking «scficxxfcte about T#I?S report on his 

recent trip hack East» While he did not say, "Don*t go out , 
that is to he summarise a from has talk, He said that Hlseid 
are or eating problems for themselves by quitting jobs and 
loafing around#” He spoke to a group of people in Ward 7 
on Sunday night •
G#C* ,fDr* Powell wanted to book him to speak but I t old him

what his views are#/hefd better to talk to T*X# first then he could tell hJcg.xg.fr«wax
T*I's views are

just opposite of Powell’s on resettlament• ”
CTSt "Why don’t you have a panel discussion, Powell and Zim­
merman on one side and T*I* and another# The cons should be 
represented# ”
G# 0» "That’s an idea* The pros have been Caucasians#”

Much dissatisfaction regarding the freezing of the Denver
area to Evacuees is expressed in Bl* 1 1  where one boy of a
family of 4£ remains# Fear is felt that h would not be allowed
to join fcfcx the rest of family already in that area# He had
remained to have dental work finished* Also he expected to take 

j Ob
the ytogg of his brother who has volunteered#
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Food

{Ibis mealMg in (hap XX Aà&inistratioa s p@s# A U #  waiting for & m p X 

happened to talk to m m  of th® laBásoapers ©a tè#

project ic tèe eddniatraiio® ©res)

joshing to fei» shoah tfe* feßPd work they wer© doing tMfaAaap the feet feest* fee 

s*dd tfest feo did m %  andersten^ «fey tfe^p fe&g to «erfe ©r téle i t ó  thcgr ä H  

fe# working «ttt iß the fid d  raising wegstsfeXes# So stated that this projeêt 

coccí: ander the Agfi«tt3Lt*r«.,X project*- He erid* «Oisjap I end/IX have poor soli» 

Ctìcp I H  soil is the best. I do net «aà«r«ttajad «fey tfe«y «ogrcjtè the agri cui tarai 

g&ejeet on the ether side of the m a i  dfe©a tèe aoli cu osar to fee river is 

rithoiv On® l§if& this co&elu$lo& hp observing till growth ©f the ise©qült©$ 

farther ajtiy from tfes river the «oli is rich only iß epets bat «¿mg the 

river the soil is s Ä  Ö Ä #  ItSrfe is sose differs»«© between the ¿m k 1«*&s «ad 

the J f f e e  *n observing the soils* there ®r® SOB© fenot-lmn« who

observe ilice the Ji^-ssose* £f tfce rere to eàfpésâ tfe© festít project,
they would m g m è  donor to the river ~~ towards the «peart then to the e$«&#

( I  «&e& ifc  •íh»v'*,e b# §&& £ **»»} fìÉ fes fra» U téo Bsxcfe, I attended a 

mfeool 1» agriad ture «¿tú forestal, end I m  dis- to- €# w*r*y *«*&.* tat mow 

ay fc^o-dbht i # poor so I  now ¡werk e& shrv«flpin§ cnXf è fâ  there is  no e&e to 

»?c ii *w
{jpäkod Ä &  -about tU%» oputgroap m&xá&mb®} ^ffee p«opi« oh thè ©ubaUu» 

¿boulé ©on* «M  sos 1er tfemmive* how ve ¡jf| hdng treated i#at i »  thè $$qj#et# 

tfc^ #§ÿf that g$ alfe- kopt tìfee Ih; tèe henovi*# bat feee $g@ Iff «©adder oar adves 

free «hen there ore M*F**s areund* tfeoa^i »̂üewfeut dist&nt fros¿ the hey

are s t ili sate f̂iep»
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«*$x*jxm are news that the Br&cuees had blom up the bridge last year and prior 
to there were new# that Japan### ted. so- m m &  of »ontnabaQda*

fnxs is cot the fault of the Japanese that toey bad the»# there i# ®ore fasilt 

on the part of the j^arioa»# «ho seU those contrabands uiao m  part of tb« 
Japanese#, if tiny were patriotic they would not have sold tbtft to- the 
Jgpaneaep though ■§ coaaree It could not helped about the ea**hr5ibaada add 
^ 4wp w  «  openly of hostUl-tlea» t o m t o m  they «•*• eoweUered coatee*» 

b&husr thus, the person# who sell or sold th#se contrabands should be 
inva&tlg&teo ¿net a# such If not nor# than tae puruhi##* »#•

«Hithin the center there are soae Xa#eia «he talk 'too i&ueb with out 

ai# thought» XI U*# ihoulo step to \hlnk that ** ere few* usoer an 

eg g^ttMbgB«#» Ci«#ed by the war taey «oula under#tarn the pretent situation*
If they liipjj ©hhily look at the situation there would not be m  duel eosu**
plaint# abettt this «no that #x*d. essoessive isihfog»*

#1 hare told sy son# that they should. serve sot# country whatever ®ey 
happo# heeauae they are dtUaeus and that they should fight for their right#*
% still tell thee 'to right for their rights*, out here vlter*. fh€y ere- treated 

UUte thexr parents wh# &rs enaey-ollens and are not prewised their righto ms 

citizens how can th^r serve their cownbry# But I eh ceni’idcnt that when the 
Orleans, at least ?&£ in their cairn state, are net ¿»ti-4ap#»e#ei*

(.¿ft#*’ a pause X asked hi® about the jgracuee® attitude# toward# the 

X^cal Adiainistrati©»*) ;*th«y ore doing everything possible for ue, ana thing»
■ lhat they m m m %  get ior us are not meir &ttlt since toes# nt% others «boro 

thou wu# veto»* uwr Adumistrato-r gobs along line with ®4M°! people her#. in 
Unit //> Ilf he is very sincere and lywMiaratendib#* Everyone 1 » able t©' gpeek 

to hi® very ¿ready* 1 boll w e  that he can understand Japam«e| of 

course, he would»* t understand difficult Japanese but the Japanese apoksaa by
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ite OOHMO» people, end the Hi eels* Though 1 ter# »ever heard his speak 
Japanese he secca to understand what the people say* Ite# good «rampi# «teat 
the sincerity of |tts# Crawford, is in what be said the other d#y teen we ’» w  

going to the mountain to get some rocks* We had to have a Caucasian escort 
to go with us hut w  could not find any* Mr* Cranford told us that

4

If w& could not find nitrone that he « S M  accompany us* He said that if he 
is unable to go he would sand his wife along* So you can understand how s&uch 
he thinks of us and how much interest km has in us# 1# mm ewe» willin g  to 
send Mrs* Crawford auoag with us, and she is drnsd&g no salary from the 
¿govexmeni»*
(1 thou aakea him if there were ary I&stes working in the administrati#»*)
«Wo, there are no Issai working in the Abmini atretion, because they m  not 
speak Ihglite and one has to speak English to be ahi# to imvk there* for dais 
reason only the young niseis ax*# working in the Atedtestrstlen, though it ere 
are many enable Issai working in other places* Though they n#y be aclng 
manual labor there are ate# men among them* Unfortunately, their inability to 
speak English is the handicap**
(.After a pause I asked him about the mss halls*) The chefs arc usually Issai» 
as well as the cooks, but there is a fair distribution of Isstes and Histes 
working in the mess hells# There are always so»# people who are complaining 

about the preparation of the food t M  this and that, but if only those people 
would understand that this is war and that m  are under alano mal conditions 
there should not be so much complain &s* We shcula respect the cooks since they

are doing their best to fe#a us as mu. as posteti#**
SSoase of the cotes are professionals in Japanese foods and others in 

American foods* thus it is difficult to satisfy a group in «dite there are

people, especially the Hi seis who deter# American food, and also those teo
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desire plain food* But nevertheless the oooks should fee SiV€B respeot
o£ the people of the
(Since Sen cerne out of his office» I had to part with the Ban, thanking hla 

for the chat*)
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Observations by 3SHS
Talk by EHS to the Exchange Club In Phoenix« Arizona

On Wednesday night Mr. Head received & telephone call from Phoenix 
from Guy Jackson, Assistant Editor of the Arizona Highways magazine and 
was invited by Jackson to give a talk on the truth about Poston before 
the Exchange Club luncheon today. Mr. Head found out that this telephone 
call was the result of a letter written by Mrs. Spicer from S^llg to the 
editor of the Highways magazine suggesting that it was about time that 
somebody in Arizona was printing the truth about the relocation centers 
instead of the lies coming through the Bi©s Committee testimony.

Mr. Head came and got me about 11*00 F.M. and suggested that we get 
in touch with Br. on who was in Phonnix and had him give the talk
before the Exchange Club. Mr, Head, himself, refused to give the talk 
although he said a number of times he thought It was a very good idea to 
try to present some account of the problems which administrators are 
faced with i n relocation centers asjwell as the t ruth about the evacuees.
He said that he thought it was high time that our public relations were 
being improved in the S|ate of Arizona. We were unable to get ^r. êlgh*» 
ton and so WH gave me the keys to his car and asked me to go to Phoenix 
and deliver his speech before the Exchange Club. The only advice or ins­
truction that WH gave me was the folio-wing® HTou know as much about what 
to say as l do. Explain some of our problems to them. Tell them what 
some of the problems are*. A|specifie question to WH as to which problems 
would be most important to t eke up got no reply.

I drove to Phoenix in the morning, got & hair cut and met ©uy Jackson 
at the desk of the Adams Hotel. I had just previous to meeting Jackson 
asked the desk clerk what the Exchange Club was and he told me t hat he



didn’t know. Jackson greeted me in a very friendly fashion, first addreBe­
ing me as Mr. Wade and iarsed!ately asked me up to the Adams Hotel harden 
Hoorn where the Exchange Oluh meeting was to take place. I had a very brief 
chat with Jackson and then was whisked around to he introduced to 35 a*®»* 
hers of the Exchange Oluh who were present. All were sitting about the 
room talking volubly, laughing, and slapping each other on the hack. In 
the midst of the introductions which Jackson gave me a young girl came vp 

iith a notebook in her hand and asked Muehller, the President of the dLub 
who was sitting besides me, If he wouldn’t introduce her to me. He did, 
saying, wNov this little girl is a reporter from the Bepublie and with 
her you are on your own. $ake cane of yourself.” I went with the reporter 
and sat down. She asked ms my position in Poston which I told her and then 
said that she was afraid that she would not be able to stay for the talk 
and would I, therefore, give her the outline of what I was going to say. 
Since I didn’t know veryjWell myself what I would say I was stumped, but 
finally decided to mention the theme to her of the difference between a 
relocation center and an internment camp. I said that X would bring out 
that point in the talk. She asked me what the difference was and I be*, 
lieve I must have become rather academic talking about people having been 
selected on different basis for the two types of camp and the fact that 
individuals in relocation centers had the citlsens’ right of free move­
ment out of the camp into non-military areas in other parts of the U.S.
She floundered over this explanation and had found herself unable to put 
down any notes. Meanwhile the members of the Exchange Olub had sat down 
at the table and were singing a song and saluting the flag and Jackson 
came over to get me. I excused myself from the reporter who had written 
only a couple of lines in her notebook and went over and sat down at the
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head of the table with Jackson. Jackson sot on my left. Muehller, Presi­
de At of the club and a paiht manufacturer in Phoenix, sat on my right. On 
Muehller* s right was a man named, Marks, apparently vice-president of the 
club and a clothing dealer. On the left of Jackson, a little later sat 
a man who was introduced as being with the Arizona Republic although he 
was not described as a reporter. He took notes occasionally and apparently 
rather casually during the course of the talk. There **9re about 30 other 
individuals fitting at two tables at right angles to ours. Por the most 
part these individuals were young in their early thirties and Jackson re­
marked to me that the Exchange Club consisted of the younger businessmen 
of the city; that they were younger in age than the members of the Kiwants 
and Rotary although the club purposes w-re practically the same as the 
Rotary and the Kiwanis— the businessmen's service club. If sc neon* asks 
me where to buy shoes I direct him to the store of someone in the Exchange 
Club. Ik change of services and good feeling between businessmen in the 
community— that' $ the idea of the Exchange Club. Each individual wore & 
very large celluloid button of about 6* in diameter with his name and bus­
iness stamped on the button, There was a preacher, a Protestant minister, 
department store proprietor, paint manufacturer, attorney, automobile sales­
man, doctor, dentist, etc., ammg them. In other words & cross section 
of Phoenix business and professional life. It seemed to me that two mem­
bers of the group \mrm definitely Jewish, Marks, vice-president being one 
and another wh© was especially nolsey and talkative and whom I shall call 
^X*. %  goeas is that the group represents, the outer less influential mar­
gin of the Phoenix business world. Younger men ito hove for one reason 
or another not made the better organisations like the Rotary aid the Klwanis
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elubs make up part of the members of the Exchange Club while the other 
part consiste of older business men who probably ere definitely excluded 
from the Rotary and Kiwmla as a result of various social prejudices.

*fhe behavior of the group was very noieey and Informal. On the pro«* 
gram was an election of officers. Both the new president and new vice- 
president were elected unanimously with no opponents, typical of t he 
spirit of the club it seemed to me that there was a trend of these newly 
elected officers. Someone suggested that one of the retiring officers be 
given a vote of thanks. Everybody laughed him down and said it would take 
too much time. Someone suggested that the new president should make a 
speech. Someone else got up and said, nAre we going to listen to that 
guy when we don’t have to? We* 11 be seeing enough of him and hearing 
enough of M m  the rest of this year.1* In other words the whole tone 
of the meeting was not serious, but boisterous, facetious, playful »«a 
good-natured. Jackson once described the group to me in our chat as 

having semi-gales programs "like the other service clubs".
Originally the program for today had coheisted of a tap dance and a 

musical number, but when ^ackson had gotten someone from Poston to speak 
it was arranged to cancel the musical number and substitute the Poston 
speech for it. ?hus ny speech was scheduled to occur immediately after 
the tap dance number by a young woman in green. As I chatted with Jack- 
son I gathered that people in Phoenix had bean taking seriously the news­
paper stories about the possibilities of the evacuees blowing up Roose­
velt Baa. h'any people are quite disturbed about the matter and there Is 
a good deal of feeling that there aStcRld be more restrictions on persons 
in relocation centers. Jack eon also whispered to .ie one© during the 
course of the meal that he thought it would ba a good idea to tell them
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the truth about the wasting of tiu# and material? in th# rel©cation can­
tors. His conrent wss "most peool# around her# think that it*« Just a 
continual ricnic in th© relocation e#aier*. t widb yon would toll u# 
the truth about that.* Jack?on end a number of ©thorn whoa I was in­
troduced to in tho beginning of th# sooting suggested that 1 was there 
to fir# thorn 11 the other aid# of th# story*. Evidently meaning th# 
other side from th# Die# testimony.

Just before th# deerert earn# on Jackson Introduced a# to the 
group rs a graduate of the University of drisona who had keen assisting 
Mr. Read, th# Project Pi rector of Poston, during the oast year. I was 
limited to 20 minutes end spoke along the following line#* (l) 1 he« 
gam by dineusstngthe difference between th# relocation c#nt#r and in- 
temnert ccrn.ps describing first the facto in regard to the 9BX screen­
ing of the Japan# ne-Amcricane population in California immediately aft#r 
Pearl Harbor end before the ©wecitation took plan#. X stressed, th# fact 
that the people who tired in the relocation ©enters ©r# people ©gainst 
idiom nothing whatever ie known and ?&© had been deprived only of th# llb#rty 
of remaining in the wait coast, but not of going where they pleased in 
other parts of the U.S. Shi© gar# as an opportunity to dlisou## some 
of the general background of Japanese Americans in California and west 
©oast states, (?) I tried to describe enactly shat a relocation center 
is like physically. I did thi# in tern# of describing the aray camp 
barracks, sees halls, and so on and then pointed out that in ©relocation 
center# it i# not tingle non who are living in such a caarp, hut families, 
husbands and wiv#e, babies, and children. (3) Z tried to describe the 
huaenbeings liking in th# o m p  taking a typical block of 25 0. Z discussed 
the proportion of Xssels, of Mi sols, and damsels trying to taekl# this



Composition in terms OX family 3?eld tlonshlp cdLiii, indicating 
the complexity ol the i amHy and 03* cxsenshap relations# Xu 
this part of the talk. I tried to be as vivid and• descriptive 
as X possibly could trying #̂JLVO 4* ̂ l | f
th® evacuees are imaa&beings and hjb-v--' 4? 'd* mtslib 4-JUmt. Ŵ'ji* vi h$
behind the barbed wire fence# i4) .Finally I 1* ax s ed th e 
question as to whether the life was a picnic or not in the 
relocation centers and gave the answer as i}no”. Than X 
discussed the constructive «achievements sucn as the estab­
lishment of the victory gardens, the subjugation of land, 
the development and running of the noodle factory.» the set­
ting up of a printing press and so on. Xhe newspaper man 
sitting on Jackson*s left asked me a question as to now hard 
the people in the camp worked# Inat caused me to describe 
the wages of $16 a month ana various conditions making for 
poor morale in the establishment of Wlm. attitudes among 
the evacuees# A number of others joined in the discussi a 
at this point and seemed to be expressing the attitude that 
it was too bad to make people live that way and to let their 
morale decline in war time*

Marks then asked me a question which was as follows; 
"wh&t do the old people talk about most of the time?11 X 
suggested the heat, the food and so on, but he followed 
up saying, 11 Boat they talk about the war?11 I said they do 
talk about the war like everyone else in the U*S# , but he 
kept after me and said, 15Don*t they talk about Japan and ■ 
Japan winning the war?11 I said that they we..e interested



in who was go ng to win the war* Me shook his finger at me 

and said, «Ah, there you see?« Implying 'that subversive talk 

was going on in the camp* Another series of questions delt 

with how much restriction was placed on movement of evacuees 

from the camp* It developed -airing this talk that practically 

no one had realised that the relocation center residents' had 

been screened by the £BX before coming to the relocation cen­

ters* fhey had not recognised, any difference between intern­

ment camps and relocation camps* It appeared to tns majori­

ty of the members of the group had thought that persons of 

all kinds of criminal and other recoras had been thrown in 

together in the centers. They, therefore, thought the,-e 

should be closer restriction of the numbers of person in the 

vicinity of Parker Dam, Morse Mesa and Moasevelt Dams* Xney 

seemed to be relieved when I tola -them the true state ¡¡¡t things 

but they were still bothered by the fact that evacuees may 

go to the Colorado ¿aver whenever they please, they have 

the feeling that they endanger Parker Dam no matter of the 

distance to the Parker Dam arid the presence of guards v t 

the dam*

One young man brought up the question of citizens and 

aliens* Me said that ne had always wondered about aliens 

who were in this country for a cert-in length of time ana 

had not taken out citizenship papers were not sent back to 

tneir own country• Ine Procestant minister t¿¿en got up and 

replied that Japanese had never been allowed to acquire ci­

tizenship which seemed to nave been a surprise to the young 

man who asked the question and to most of the others in
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't ilr 'iX d* 4<i t length on this point and said that OUr pOiXCy, till© 

U.S. policy was to blame aoj?e than anything els© on that 

point* Xh© discussion had been going on Tor a half hour 

or more and a great many members of the group had left•

There were* however# still about 10 of us sitting around 

the table*

The lawyer asked the following question: 111 would like 

to ¿mow how you treat any statements that people make in red 

garb to loyalty or disloyalty. I want to know whetner you 

take it at their face value, for after all you must remember 

that the background of the Japanese is very different from 

ours. It is not a Christian background, ltfs a background 

which in certain aspects would be different from ours ana 

sight cause people to think of their statements in a different 

light than the way we would think of it*n I explained that 

in the first place about 5Q> of the California Japanese Amer­

icans are Christians and in the second place,, in regard to 

telling the truth, there was no difference among the Buaahists 

than what they are among the Christians. That both religions 

respect the truth. Tuan I went on to express that any case 

is dealt with on an individual basis and single statements 

in regard to loyalty and disloyalty are nottaxen as definite 

proof of anything. The other Jewish member of the group 

had been trying to say so ©thing for some time. How ne 

got a chance and beg.ji to make a little speech saying that 
he thought the U.S. was pulling a naumb trick** by con tin—



uing to exclude orientals from citizenship, lie said that 

since we were fighting with China we should change that 

and he said if he were a Chinese and the U.d. rated him 

that low he would quit us and go back to Japan, inis speech 

embarrassed the remaining members of the group ana they 

suggested that we break up. The discussion had been going 

on for about an hour all in the interest of learning facts 

about Poston. Once during the aiscussion tne man from the 

Arizona Republic asked me how many evacuees left roston on 

the average each month. I had taken the r commendation in 

the community leaving went through tne history of outside 

employment and pointed that during the last two months 

somewhere a little over bOO ¿I ©O JL xX ci $ | gone out, that1 s 'the 

month of April and May. (That night the Richfield reporter 

broadcast over the radio that h.h. Spicer, Associate Direc­

tor of Poston Relocation Center had announced in Phoenix that 

approximately ¿¿50 people left the center every month.) as 

the crowd broke up all those who had. stayed came up and shook 

hands with me thanking me for an informative aiscussion and 

a* cottple d  tiPeoi oujlU', ̂ of v*ou.rso, ^ou will* 4*eĉ d̂ze tuat some 
of the things that have been said are off the record#

I went down to the bar with Jackson ana n&d a chat of 

am hour or so. He said that ne thought the Klwania and 

Rotary would follows the exchange Club lead and ask for 

more information from Poston administrator. lie said that 

he, himself, wanted to write an article about Poston from 

the point of view of the administrative problems. He said
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tnat he himself had been through several Congressional in­

vestigations! that he Knew that in every instance Were are 

two sides to a story* inat*s why he had been unable to 

swallow the Dies Committee report* he ahked me ' «¡3?̂ Wh&t

he would have to do in order to come to ¿-oston for a few 

days in order to gather material for a story for some nation­

al m&gazxnc .

A few days before this tne hxcnange Club had passed 

a resolution which requested (presumably WRA) that all 

Japanese aliens be refused permission to i leave the centers 

in the State of Arizona for tne duration of the war ana 

that tney not be allowed to remain in tne centers or other­

wise within the state of Arizona after the war. Marks read 

many different resolutions just before the luncheon had 

started and pointed out to me that we and the others had 

not tried to lump citizens and non-citizens together, that 

they had made the resolution to apply only to aliens and 

that they knew that citizens h^d as good a right to come 

into Arizona as any other citizen. As Marks said, l?X can 

understand that because, afte.. all, I am a member of a 

minority group, you might say, and X understand some-of. those

things.



102 Outgroup«
Letter to Mr* Giles Zimmerman from Kaz Ok#. 
General Impression of the Outsiderue outside ^

(>eJLahĉJiJrislLJt̂r’
Mr* Giles Zimmerman 
Chief, Employment Division 
Colorado River War Relocation Project 
Poston, Arizona
Dear Giles:

6/27/43

It was say honest intention of writing much sooner* But the oireum- 
stances arising fro® efforts to adjust myself to this "new* life had 
not permitted me to sit down for any length of time until this day.
I trust that you will excuse my somewhat lengthy silenoe* In the 
meantime, allow me to express my deepest appreciation to your staff 
for your many endeavors in my behalf*
Undoubtedly you have heard previously from other former Poston resi­
dents as to the conditions and situation prevailing in Detroit* It 
may be, though, that you might be interested in getting my reaction 
to this relocation program, and of the conditions existent in De­
troit* While this is by no means a "report to end all reports", I 
shall try and give you a factual story borne out of my obersvatlons, 
limited though it may be*
SENTIMENT OF THE PEOPLE TOWARD AMERICAN JAPANESE» As far as I have 
been able to observe, the attitude of the majority, of the great ma­
jority, has been one of tolerance and acceptance of the evacuees* I 
must say that this impression was partly gained by the fact that the 
people here are, as a rule, too busy with their own war-time affairs 
to spend much time trying to figure out the why« and wherefores of the 
so— ĉalled Japanese problem* As long as the evacuees take care to make 
themselves as inconspicuous as possible, there is no reason in the 
world why the evacuees should not be able to get along in Detroit 
on an even keel* I make note of this because even in Detroit, there 
has been an instance of where a group of six boys from Rohwer habitually t 
trouped through the streets* We are endeavoring to "educate" the eva­
cuees not to go out into publio in groups of more than threes. Two 
whenever possible* In this respect, at least as far as Detroit is 
concerned, I must say that the many former Poston evacuees who have 
settled here have been very cooperative and beyond criticism in their 
actions*
I note that scum» of the evacuees coming out here arrive with the 
"Premeditated" idea that the people are unfriendly, that they "ain’t 
going to like Detroit*" It is interesting to note that five boys 
who arrivedhere in that frame of mind left after only a stay of three 
days for points west (Chicago, etc.) You must impress upon the eva­
cuees who are still remaining in camp and who are contemplating on 
relocating themselves that they must have a positive idea of asking 
the best of everything. I would say that 99% of the time, they will 
find themselves such better off if they would assume such an



102 Outgroups-2 6/27/43

As far as I am concerned, the feeling of the people here toward 
those of us who are of Japanese descent is very, very, good* It 
has been ay privilege to talk with the average "nan on the street,*1 
Hegroea, and with the people whom I work* I have also discussed 
matters with a storekeeper, say barber (75/ for a haircut), and 
with a Chicago businessman who happened to be visiting in Detroit 
on business (this conversation took place on a streetcar one even­
ing), and in every case, they were very cordial and friendly* 1 
was privileged to address a small group of businessmen who comprise 
the T’s Men Club of the local YMCA, and they were keenly interested 
in the relocation program and In the so-called Japanese problem*
This in spite of the fact that they were embroiled in the midst of 
& mad race riot involving hundreds upon hundreds of Negroes and 
whites «
Of the three newspapers in town, two of them have been very impar­
tial* The third one is a Hearst paper, and X shall assume that 
you know the answer to that* 1 am enclosing a copy of an editorial 
in the Free Press which testily asks Martin Dies HOT to come to De­
troit* You m y  he interested to know that Mayor Jeffries "Invited" 
Dies HOT to come here when witch-hunting Dies stated in Washington 
that he blamed the Japanese for inciting the riot between the Ne­
groes and the Whites and was going to undertake an investigation*
The other paper which has not "picked" on the Japanese is the De­
troit Hews • The Eearst paper is the Detroit Times * In talking about 
the Times with the members of the Y*s Men’s Club, they assured me 
that the onlt time anyone ever reads the Times is whan they want 
to consume something "sensational."
COST OF LIVINGS The following statement may be hard to believe, but 
it’s the truth, so help me t I am staying in an apartment which was 
purchased by a Japanese here. Jack Shlmoda, who operates a cafe for 
defense workers* Jack claims that he purchased the building (at an 
estimated cost of 10,000 dollars) to help cut the evacuees • At any 
rate, he charges each occupant $3*50 per week* He furnishes the li­
nen and towels, changing them once a week* In one large room, there 
are 8 boys bunking together* X am staying in a smaller room with 
another lad and when ay wife Joins me, we shall be privileged to have 
this room to ourselves* Three boys are in another, two more couples 
have rooms of their own, and so on* All told, there are approximately 
23 staying in the apartment, which is a three story affair* He will 
have room for about 25 more when he completes renovating the rooms* 
However, he tells me that he has a long waiting list, although 1 have 
not known him to turn an evacuee down when they hit town and have no 
other plaoe to stay*
We have the privilege of using a kitchen by shifts* Seven boys who 
buck together got by on $3*00 (yes, three dollars) each for meals 
last week, and this week they got by on #3*50* They are all working
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and eat rather heavily* Another group of seven, of whom five 
girls and X am one of the two boys, got by last week on |4«85*
We not coaly at© heavily, but we also indulged in some faney des­
serts after every dinner. Is wy ease, I eat four times a day, 
inasmuch as I work the swing shift at a defense plant* (More 
about ay Job later*}
The boysf heaviest expense seems to be in their lunehes. Another 
couple who lives in an apartment of their own tells me that they 
got by on |8.00 for the two the first week, and cut it down to 
#6*00 the second week* She told me that it was possible to get 
by cm an average of $6.00 to $8.00 every week for a couple if they 
do their own cooking*
Tes, eating out (in restaurants) is very expensive* Some of the 
boys who stay at the Y told me that it costs them anywhere from 
fl.SO to |2 *00 a day when they eat out*
This does not necessarily mean that food is inexpensive* One will 
find it costs high, in comparison with peacetime prices* But by 
careful shopping and reasonable use of the ration stamps, it is sur­
prising how far one can make a dollar stretch. Despite the so-called 
incorrvèni©noes of rationing, etc*, a persons is able to eat what­
ever he chooses* Since ry brief stay here, I have consumed ham(roadb} 
veal steak, shrimp (filed), tasty tonato and lettuce salads, etd., 
and all it cost me for a week was f4»85; not to mention the desserts 
which included cakes of all kinds, and a melon once.
HOUSIKG: Probably the most pressing problem on our hands lies in 
securing adequate housing facilities. However, numberous indivi­
duals, primarily connected with the ohurohes, with the cooperation 
of George B. Graff, have launched a series of conferences to assist 
the evacuees in finding adequate housing. As I said before, Jack 
Shiaoda's place offers temporary refuge to evacuees* I would un­
hesitatingly recommend any family men to first ease out by them­
selves first and scout around* They will save themselves much need­
less expenditures and troubles. While the housing situation in De­
troit is "tight”, evacuees are coming in almost daily and somehow 
finding places in who ih to stay. The girls have been making some 
very satisfactory arrangements. They have been able to find housing 
with private families at very reasonable rates* Many of the girls 
are coming out as typists and other secretarial work and have made 
such "family arrangements" which, I think, is called the hospital­
ity arrangement in Iowa. It seems to be working out very satis­
factorily*
Please Instruct the out coming evacuees to be sure and not only 
wire the relocation officer in their respective destination of their 
probable time of arrival but also to report to such an officer as 
soon as they hit town. Many have neglected to do this, with consequent
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inconveniences , In this respect, evacuees should also wire their 
relocation officers to make some temporary housing arrangement, es­
pecially if their time of arrival is at night.
EMPLOYMENT POSSIBILITIES: Jobs are numerous. However, evacuees 
must be told that no matter what job they may choose, it is hard 
work and they will not earn #200 a week* Contrary to all the stor­
ies of high wages, etc., the average earnings of defense plants 
varies between 75/ to 90/ per how* Thie la not racial discrimin­
ation. It applies equally to whites, negroes, and whathave you*
Only skilled men, such as welders, etc», should expect to earn 
more than a dollar an hour* The average earnings of the approxi­
mately 12 to 20 boys who are staying at Shimoda's place range around 
#40 per week* This figure of #40 was based on the fact, that while * 
there are two lads here who started at 65/ an hour and are earning 
only #25 a week* Howavey even in their isolated oase, they will
♦ the great majority of the boys are earning #45 a week and over
eventually be raised to 90/ per hour, which will raise their earn­
ings substantially!
There are many civil service positions open to qualified persons.
Gladys Onoye hit the Federal Civil Service fcsre which would hai^ 
brought in approximately #2000 per year to Her as a stenographer^ 
had she remained (they are planning on going to Monroe so she quit 
her job)» James Sakamoto, former life guard at Poston II, «tl|rHPr 
xaradbeexgnfex came in just last week* We gave him a lead on a city 
of Detroit civil service job as lifeguard or swimming instructor*
If he passes the written test, he will go to work at #2100 per year 
to start* Among the City Civil Service jobs listed are: fire fighters 
stenographers, IBS statistical, machine, operators, senior, semi-senior 
and junior accountants, bath house gold course and general attendant, 
life guards, swimming instructors, play leaders, forestry »helpers, hos­
pital orderly and porters, building trades helper, mechanics and re­
pairman of every kind on autos, clerks and typists, etc* The fact 
that James Sakamoto was received cordially despite his Japanese 
ancestry is proof that there is no discrimination. If Jimmy doesS't 
get the job, it will not be on racial grounds,, but it will be on 
the written test, as he passed his swimming technique and demonstra­
tion very successfully*

Just to give you an idea of how things work here along wage lines, 
permit me to digress a bit on my own fortunate circumstances • I 
am employed by the Hoskins Manufacturing Company, a concern engaged 
100* in war work, manufacturing wirds and metals made of ohromel 
(an alloy of niokel, chromium, etc.) I started in at 75/ per hour 
on the day shift* Them I was shifted intb what is know as the an­
nealing department (operating three electric furnaces and lime and 
lead coating wires) on the swing shift* My hours are from Ip.m* 
to 10 p.m* I get 5/ more or 80/ per hour on the swing shift* After
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that, every two weeks we get a five cents raise until I get 95/.
If I’m on the day shift, I will earn only 90/ an hour* That 
secerns to be about the tops, unless I learn a special skill* We 
put in a 54-hour week, with time-and-a-half after 40 hours.
The work is hard* Fooling around with furnaces whose temperatures 
range anywhere from 1300 to 2000 degrees Fahrenheit and with hot 
wires is no fun* X already got three minor burns on my arms, but 
that is all in the course of a day’s work* What makes my job and 
the jobs of the others in other plants (glass factories, wholesales 
fish markets, cleaners and dyers, milk companies, etc*) bearable 
and nice is the ple&nsant relations which wo all seem to enjoy with 
our co-workers, be they whites or negroes*
Yob, jobs are a dime a dozen* But instruct your out coming evacuees 
to expect their jobs to be hard and not as high-salaried as they 
have been dreaming of. But no matter what theoarnings, they should 
be able td make a go of it, if they can find a place to stay and do 
theil* own cooking*
GliHrXiAXXY SFEAXIHG, I would say (and I find in my conversations with 
the evacuees here) that It’s a great life if a person can take it.
We have freedom of movement, eat what we please, sit in nice thea­
ters, andwe’ re maturing properly# The folks are okay, he they colored 
or white* Svery evacuee must be discreet in his actions* That’s 
the only requirement* Thank God I we have no soot suiters yet among 
the Japanese descendants in Detroit* On the whole, the evaouees have 
been behaving, as I said before, with sagacity and exemplarity * There 
are approximately 100 evaouees in Detroit at the present time* Unfor­
tunately, we are for the most part, in the colored sections and there­
fore, the whites are not too cognizant of our numbers* So the sit­
uation is well in hand*
Before closing X would like to have you consider in any way you pos­
sibly con the following:
gbseral fflcoim sm ticm i

1. George 8* Graff requires more help in the office * At present, just 
he and Mrs* Marie Doe seem to be doing all the work* As I pointed out 
before, there are numerous employment possibilities which are not merely 
domestic, eto* But he hardly has the time to unearth them*
2 * The WRA polioy should be altered in the relocation program to the 
following* As X am given to understand, the WRA relocation officers 
*sever"most of their connections with the evaouees once they are out and 
on their first job. I maintain, and I am basing this on ay observa­
tions of evacuees in predicaments, that for the first month while out, 
the evacuees Should be given thorough assistance in adjusting himself 
to the new life and conditions* You may disagree with me and say that 
the relocation officers are supposed to do that* Unfortunately, they
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*re not doing it« Mr. Graff is too busy with his own affairs, much 
less look after the welfare of those who already came out« He him­
self admitted that he has orders, generally speaking, of course, to 
concentrate on getting the evacuees out of the oau^s. That is all 
well and good* But it must be remembered that the evacuees ventur­
ing out are too, too unfamiliar with the conditions of the east*
Most of us have never had previous experience in the Jobs we are 
now holding* In ay own case, it required one good week before I 
was able to turn up with the present job. The rest of the time was 
spent in evaluating the good and points of the three possibilities which 
I did have. But others have not been as fortunate* There altogether 
are too many cases of where the boys would come out cm a job, then 
find out it wasn't exactly to their liking for some reason or another 
for a variety of reasons* In short, the boys are generally "lost* 
when they first come out* Conditions are different from the days they 
used to knSw on the coast. During this primary month, these boys 
need counseling and advice as to what course they should pursue, al­
ways keeping in mind the welfare of the majority. The only agency 
properly fitted to carry out this duty of assisting the evacuees in 
adjusting themselves during that first month is the V.EA. I have been 
doing it cm a very small scale. But it's almost & hopeless case. It's 
a fulltime job*
3* There should be more concerted effort to alleviate the housing 
situation* Mr* Graff is doing the best he oan with the condition, 
but his hands are tied by the voluminous amount of work* As a matter 
of fact, during the first week that I was here, another fellow and I 
went up to the office practically every day to give him a hand with 
his office affairs • But we couldn't keep it up indefinitely. After 
all we have to eat too, so we had to go to work. I don't mind donat­
ing 1y  time, inasmuch as it*s/|85dacause. But a person can't keep it 
indefinitely*

4* To date, the HRA has been strictly cm the defensive in regards to 
the press and to such as the Dies, Townsend, etc. It seeias to me 
that the reports division of the V»HA is reall/J^r falling down on the 
job* They've got a high-salaried reports department. Why not take 
the initiative and put out more dope on just how the evacuees are 
trying to help out the war effort under ADVERSE conditions? Ralph 
Gelvin probably meant well, but his statement that 450 evacuees were 
disloyal was certainly not the best method of approaching the smtter. 
Doggone it, Giles, it burns ay hide to see the administrative forces 
and the ones that were released fighting it out before the congres­
sional and other investigative bodies and putting theevacuees on the 
spot* The administration, in endeavoring to justify its management of 
the camp, and the other gays who were "fired” trying to discredit the 
administration, is merely putting us evacuees on the spot. What in the 
hell's going on anyway? Ralph isn't only one. I haven't read of your 
testimony so I presume whatever you might have stated was all okay. 
Otherwise the press would have pounced on it* Thanks to Hearetfs De­
troit Times, we are fully acquainted with what's going on over there
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In your part of the country• .
But the evacuees are trying to make the best of a bad situation# 
It seems as if tho1 the adainistretioa is putting every evacuee» 
regardless of their loyalty, all in the same boat* So we take it 
on the ohin# And you tell us to keep our chins up* ¥@11, we’re 
doing it* But if you don’t somehow call attention to this cat- 
and-dog fight, some of the evacuees are going to lose fight and 
your relocation program will be a flop*

UZ OKA
253 E. Forrest Avenue 

Detroit 1, Michigan
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Detroit Free Press
"To Martin Dies* Please Stay Away"

CR Congressional Relations

Martin Dies announces fro® Washington that he and members of his 
congressional committee are cooing to Detroit next week to investigate 
the race riots*

The Free Press wishes flatly to contradict the gentlemen*
He Is not coning to Detroit to "investigate" anything. If he 

comes at all it will he merely to use this city’s sorry pli^it to ^in 
publicity for himself— his usual trick*

There is no more reason for his coming here than there is for 
Singling Bros*’ oirous to parade through the room of a desperately siek 
patient when the crisis is at hand*

Detroit is sick fro® emotionalism and hysteria* Why add oil to 
the flames for the sole purpose of gratifying the vanity of this head­
line-hunting hunk artist?

Some years ago he announced that he and his fellow witch hunters 
were coming into Detroit because they bad evidence that there were at 
least 5000 enemy aliens active in this community. That burp was paraded 
across the Nation* He never cams*

4 A  ffilr»’.S&jThe Federal Bureau of Investigation under J. Edgar Hoover is 
acknowledged by all law enforcement authorities to he the most efficient 
police organisation on earth* Its Detroit office has done a magh ificent 
job* The staff here has been working night and day with the silent ef­
ficiency which characterises the whole technique of the FBI*

Magna vox Dies says he "has evidence" that Japanese agents fo­
mented the trouble in Detroit* There have never been over a half hump 
dred Japanese in this community— and the FBI has case histories of all 
of them and has be n watching them* John Bugas, local agent, has pub­
licly stated that they have taken no part in any local disturbance*

This Is not time in Detroit for blab-mouthed emotionalism and 
political exhibitionism*

Every good oitisen is doing his best to calm wild fears and elim - 
in&te hysteria*

For the good of Detroit, the welfare of the Nation, and the pro­
gress of war production, we wish the Texan Don Quixote would play horse 
in somebody else’s back yard*
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k Detroit Free Press 
"May be Useless, But? - »We Won’t Do Any Harm,» Says Dies

lii Washington Friday, Congressman Martin Dies, who ones after 
months of expens Its snooping cams up with the announcement that Shir­
ley Temple was Red, told reporters that he thou$it hisproposed in­
vestigation of the Detroit race riots would be harmless, even if 
it accomplished nothing*

"Nothing seems to have been accomplished so far by the De­
troit investigations, so I don’t see what harm could be done by our 
investigations, so if we don’t accomplish anything® the Texas Con- 
gressm&n said. "Perhaps, though, we m y  surprise the Mayor and 
bring to light some things he hasn’t been able to find out.®

Civic leaders have made it plain that the typical Dies Cir­
cus investi gat ion would be none too welcome in the trembled Detroit 
situation.

Mayor Jeffries asked the Dies Committee Friday to stay out 
of Detroit. His statement was made at the request of the Interra­
cial Citisens Committee, headed by Rev. Charles A# Hill*

"The Dies Committee can offer us nothing but more confusion, 
Jeffries said* "The FBI has been investigating, along with mili­
tary and naval intelligence and City and State police."..........

if



NAVAJO SERVICE 
Window Rock, Arizona

February 6, 1943
MEMORANDUM TO NAVAJO SERVICE SâPLGYEESî

As most of you know, Dr. A. H. Leighton and two or three 
other Indian Service employees have brought a group of workers 
from Parker to Window Rock to spend the next three or four 
weeks doing some special work which is of interest to the Com­
missioner and to the Indian Service. A number of these work­
ers are of Japanese Descent. You will be interested in the 
purpose for which these people have come to Window Rock and 
in the work which they are doing. The following is quoted 
from a statement prepared by Dr. Leighton which indicates the 
nature of the work and the qualifications of the persons whom 
he has brought with him:

"One of the projects which the Indian Service has taken 
over as part of its contribution to the war effort is the ad­
ministration of Poston, Arizona of about 18,000 Japanese eva­
cuated from the Western defense area. Two-thirds of these are 
American born citizens, and all of them are people considered 
loyal to the united States. This project is to be distinguished 
from concentration camps to which suspected persons are sent.

"One phase of the Indian Service administration of Poston 
has been to develop a program of social analysis designed to aid 
in settling administrative problems and to lay foundations that 
will be useful in the future management of occupied areas, par­
ticularly in the Far East,

"During the last six months I have been in charge of this 
work assisted by several social scientists, and a staff of field 
workers who are residents of the camp.

"This group has now come to Window Rock in order to study 
and analyze the material which has been gathered. It was not 
possible to make such analysis at Poston due to lack of office 
space and the impossibility of working together as a concen­
trated group in one place. We are very appreciative of the op­
portunity to be at Window Rock, and hope to enjoy its hospital­
ity for about three weeks."

S/ A. H. Leighton,
Lt., M.C., U.S.N.R,

S/ J. M. Stewart 
J. M. Stewart 
General Superintendent
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August XX, 1942

MMORAHD0M TO* Public Relations Committee
Temporary ^ommmity CounciX

Attention* Mr. Q M M &

FEOMi T* H* Haas

At the request of the chairman of the PubXic Relations 
Committee and the chairman of the Council, I submit the fol­
lowing suggestions in writing concerning the background of 
the formation of a committee and the possible work which the 
Public Relations Committee might perform*

One of the committees which was proposed by the chair­
man in a conference with me the day after the first meeting 
of the Council was one to meet with block managers. I felt 
this function might be too narrow a one for a committee and 
that this and other functions might be performed by a broad 
committee on public relations.

If I remember rightly, a committee on the press was al­
so mentioned as a possible committee# I suggested that both 
committees might be grouped together under the heading of 
public relations and this suggestion was adopted by the chair­
man# ~ v : y ,*.'i ■ ,■ ■» v , , "

Public relations constitutes a very important technique 
in governmental work as well as in private enterprise. Big 
corporations! public bodies and governments are anxious that 
the public should have a good impression of them* Millions 
of dollars are spent annually on institutional advertising*
With corporations like General Motors Corporation and American 
Telephone and Telegraph Company, the objective is not necessar­
ily to sell cars and telephone, but rather to present in the 
best light the business policies of the corporation; in other 
words, to promote good will toward them on the part of the 
public*

In a community In which various types of fear plays a 
more Important role than in ordinary life, it is especially
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important that the people be informed on what their elected 
representatives are doing* In order that misunderstandings 
might be avoided, the Public delations Committee might take 
charge of the publicity and public relations work of the 
Council* Important work of the Council committees and impor­
tant actions of the Council itself might be presented clearly 
to the people. For example, it is important that all penal 
laws be given wide publicity before and after enactment in 
order that interested parties might have an opportunity of 
presenting their views to the Council or perhaps even to a 
committee of the Council#

Furthermore, the Public delations Committee might keep 
its ear to the ground to determine what mi sunder standings 
exist between various groups in the community or between large 
groups In the community* In co-operation with the Adult edu­
cation Croup, it might aid in reducing these misunderstandings*

Other Council committees who desire to present to the 
community a viewpoint or to learn public reaction to many pro­
posals might also avail themselves of the talents of the com­
mittee. »lock representatives might also be assisted in clear­
ing up Council policies and actions with their block councils*

In order to perform these Important functions the Pub­
lic delations Committee should keep in close touch with Coun­
cil affairs, reading carefully reports of other committees 
and de terminhgwhich problems the residents regard as acute 
and need the attention of the Council* file views of Isseis, 
iiisels, etc*, should be sought*

the Public Relations Committee might also study the 
public reaction to some of the acts of the Council* If a 
law was found to be unpopular and various valid objections 
raised to it, it may be worthwhile to make known this fact 
to the Council in order that it might consider the possi­
bility of passing amendments thereto* If the objections 
were not valid and were based upon misunderstanding, the 
committee might be able to clear the atmosphere by Issuing 
a statement to the Fress*

Furthermore, public meetings might be held by one 
of your committees, having In mind the answering of 
questions concerning Council powers, duties and actions*

1 # M* Maas
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Via* Letter fro» S.K. to EHg

U251 w. zmsi Pk,
Chicago, 111.

Dear Dr, Spicer*
It's four week8 now that I've been in Chicago. Yesterday was the 

first tine X had a chance to walk around the D. of Chicago. I looked 
for the address yon gave roe, hut, 1 must hare mislaid it because X couldn’t 
find it.

The campus is beautiful and Immense in size. Xt must hare taken mil« 
lions of dollars.

X set Dr. Tashlro, a Japanese - American dentist, who has been prac­
ticing in Chicago for the last 1 7 year«* H« is certainly doing a lot to 
further the understanding of the Japanese Problem among the University 
of Chicago people and others of Chicago. Hie practice is mostly among 
the "Hakujins*. It must have been, or he would have starred by now.

He Is a bachelor? but, he la noted for the sukiyafcl dinner he serves. 
Be claims It is the best weapon he has* He works among the influeclal 
people and also finds Jobs for many who come out here. Helps to bring 
understanding of the problem. Maybe you knew him*

X find Chicago’s weather Just, If not more so, as uncomfortable 
as Poston. It suddenly changed from winter to summer. The humidity Is 
something out doesn’t find in Poston.

The people of Chicago are still afraid of us. The Japanese Americans 
here claim that Tore etares have been directed at them after the execution 
publicity, «sad also after the publicity about the camps cane out in a
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serial in the Tribune. Maybe no publicity is better now.

$he people in the place where I work treat rae okay, ?he work is wimple; 

but not In the line with what I had been doing. X hare been debating with 

aQreelf whether to try to change or not. Considering, of course, the possi­

b ilities of Post-war period. Shla plant isn't & war plant yot, Its essential. 

It makes sewage plant equipment. Hare made many installations for the army.

fhe housing is tight. Becoming more so every day. I s t i ll  haven1 1  

found on®. Its because X haven’t gone about it right 1 thihk. I know 1 

missed several time because of say own fault. I need a 6 room plane which 

is  scarce. Hoping to bring out my parents.

1  hear things are running pretty smooth in camp. Lets hope they 

remain so. X think Poston is established to a point where the adminis­

tration should have no worries.

Please give my regards to the friends X didn't have a chance to say 

goodbye like I'ed Haas and Vernon, i f  he Is there.

Sincerely,

Smoot



ouTaaoöp E i i a m  
Latiara reoelreé <*■ 
Ohioajfr» Illinei«

*! lilU eanH get o?#r tbe fast bow dirty Ofeiô go i 
»hakst lia«* out bore ara ®o ta 1 er alit̂ -HFuncy art ¡ 

the® never knew we airar got kicked out of Obliterai» 
#Â» 1 ««» »•yiBg tisi® piada la really »all eity»* I 
thing»— there are no Iks®®«**-«!! at® apartment houses
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better received — * Js 
Kal si&rsco» Michigan

nBeing away fw tm  o n e r a c e  is goo4 In soma raipeot® hat then again itf® 
Tory- easy to become lonely* Xfwe teem lucky since X*ve almost always asso­
ciated with OaucaaiamSj but nevertheless it was nice at C&irietaas tine to 
have a date with a Jap girl again* The color line lenH drawn nearly aa 
finely here aa in California* but propriety and discretion are still wise* 
Everyone her a says there would be no objection for us Niseis to have date# 
with Caucasian girls but we *re considering all the angles before we try**
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Lettera re ertici js 
devono n^ìò cisti on Oenter

And what do yon Pestonitea know about spring! Our soldier friend from 
Robinson is just back frost Camp 1 sad doss he talk about your "summer 
feather.#* How*— -you should sas Jaffai# f Dogwood* wild plum* wild violets* 
«"to* grow everywhere sad each Sunday after tbs concert (boy, was it good to 
hear Steorgs Seno again | we take a walk along the creek and enjoy the 
fresh green foliage and all* Spring la won’erful I Tep* yesterday a pal 
and 1 took our books «ad tried to read in our park-to-be* Red and blue 
birds kep t whistling to each other — — *
•Been going to more private part las here and are they fan I The suki— 
yak! dinner the docs gave us gala took the prise* fe eat Basaiian styles 
had three hot platee goings fire chicken to fourteen peoples picked wild 
chives and they were good.

"Bo parties, dances or dinners has been given for our volunteers* The 
lees said about then the better seems to be the generi esnp attitude* fe 
have so many young Hawaiian kibola and country folk that we *r© probably 
backward $nd an&l-everythiqg•
hot of the home town boys are la  Shelby now and probably lot more will be 
joizsg them*
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Tfe© Japene&e- famera in Arizona ta the outskirts of Phoenix est at. the 
Japanese Fra© Methodist to haw© th© Hou se Bill 187 will oh had passed
the stato 'legislature in Marsh explained by the lawyers from Poston, Messrs# 
Ma suda, Macino ànd 'Yan«$aoto* There were about thirty men present, approxi­
mately sixteen lesele and the rest Missis who are the satire farmers*
The law prohibits any citizen to do my fors of busi ns ss with a restricted 
person without haring such intention, first publicised about » seek before 
the transaction* The law docoaH, specify any certain race but it understood 
that it refera diresti/ te the Japanese« failure to comply with this law 
one is liable to be punished) thus xany business men have been refusing to 
do any trade with the Japaneoo recently*
Some of' the Japanese farse re beve had soase difficulty in purchasing eoed 
buying gasoline, clothes, chicken feed and other things. In one instant 
a dentist inquired of the Stote Attorney if it was safe to diagnose his 
llisei patient1© teeth* Jfeily the situation had been besoming worse under 
the pressure of certain group or groupe! in this case probably the shippers, 
as thsy bell ewe *
The Japanese i  tisene * boague ha boon working to get a lawyer or lawyers 
to fight this bill, end also had asked the aid of the Poston Sisal lawyers* 
Git the fifth, the lawyers from Poston met with ih© temriœn Lawyers In 
Phoenix about the matter and exchanged opinions* The older lawyer had serve 
as the judge of the State Supreme Oourt for the last seventeen years and 
at present the cbai naan of the State Ker Production board Ooîn&lssioni the 
other lawyer is a young energetic person in hie late thirties or early 
forties* Both believed that tho law was unconstitutional and saw a possi­
bility of victory over the statute* They believed that probably it would 
not pass in the state courts but there is a great possitiity of victory 
in the higher national court*
After the explanation of the matter by Mr* Thomas Masuds in Japanese, the 
jA01, chairman took over the meeting and «eked if the lesela were willing to 
back the Kiseis in this case from all angles, financial and otherwise* The 
lesele seemed to have consented but they requested that some of the® be 
stade advisors sines the esse must be faced by both the Issels end the 
Kiseis end is of grave concern to the welfare of the Japanese, both 1» 
Arizona and in other states as well*

end willing to help the Evacuees* 
or explain as to how matters would 
general in its wording and is pees 
tat!one*

understand the 1 sals and Kiseis as well*/
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"Anti-J-oanese- feeling is continually • fluctuating, depending 
upon news, events ?e presented by the papers* The period of the • 
volant? i*y evacuation a year ago was one of the high*woter narks 
— exangere.ted pictures of strikes end riots, another— eoartc-’ in­
vestigation still another* At the oreeent tine anti-Jeosnece 
feeling Is Pfein running high. The execution of American flyers 
and the Heart Mountain strike were really given a build-up by the 
papers*91 [ H H
"Since the .„people can do' nothing about "those Japs" th.eŷ v? '.-taken 
on a 1at-them-in-but-lnstill-don11-11fce-li attitude#”
"Because o f  the arrogant attitude of the Caucasians 'as a. w l r W *  
the Kiseis-are. developing c bad inferiority complex. At least 

I con say that much for myself*H _ |j vy ll
"Besides tho usual types of jobs' in the city (Denver), there'is .. 
extenrivs., truck garden farming a© well es dry farming entf;'ca-ttler- 
ranches. There-are a ̂ number of large w a r  industry fact/rice 
here which -©s yet have not been onened to many 'Waver .ie
< else fast .becoming the'flower center-of-this country'\rfu<* to/th 

largo a o n b p r W f  Italian m s  well as Jaopresc florists-'tvho';moved-- 
In from the, coast. ‘There ore’a large: number of e h i c V  sez&iu? from 

©outhorn Cal out too* In brief, W x o r e d o  is .better suited for 

Japanese- t W *  any oth-ol inland . state— ►mainly feeeeu - t  o.. its farm­

ing opportunities*"
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Tia Mr?, Masuda 
CR* Outgroup

MISSOURI:

"X hnd never expected nor imagined people here In Missouri to be 

so ftieudly and hospitable. The students are exceptionally friendly 

and the faculty courteous. When I arrived here and went to the regist­

rar1 a office, it  seemed that they were expecting me any moment, The 

registrar grasped my handt took me into his office and we had a long 

chat."

OHIO*

"Professor Harsh took me to hishome, where his wife treated ue to

dinner. He is a very cordial person -  In fact a ll of then are........

I am really han-oy here. It seems as i f  this place has not been much 

affected hy the war. The attitude it entirely different compared to the 

attitude around the Pacific Coast.. ..I  as sure that 1 will enjoy this 

place lamsneely. . . . . .  I can hardly wait to dive into the hooks, A new

incentive has been instilled in se. What a change of environment will

do for one is amazing.»........ Here’ s hoping that your relocation will

turn out as well as mine h$s.B

"The faculty and the students are very cordial and exceedingly 

wars to a ll of us. Wherever we go we are greeted with a smile end the 

warmest "hells" 1  ever knew. It is  a grang sensation and 1  can hardly 

hold hack my tears."

NSW YORKI

"All have been very nice to ut. So fa r we haven't met any "unpleas«* 

ant" circumstances although we have been taken for Chinese many tiae 

*he people at the University have been wonderful too."



5-l7~*355 8TIMHT RELOCATION OOUSCIL 
Via Mr«. Masada 
OR: Outgroup

F O T w n m i i A t
"It will 1)# threw week« since I stood la your office to receive my 

travel permit. It doesn't seem possible yet that I'm on the other side 

of the m a p , studying in a school I 1 we already c o m  to love. The school 

is more beautiful than I had hoped, situs ted in the outskirts of Phi la - 

delphla proper. I t ‘s ¿rood to he able to go to one's window sad see 

greenery a ll around. It feels good not to have to squint at a hot saa 

everyttme one went out. I'm enjoying this freedom, the privacy of one's 

own room. I hope more of the people w ill he able to share it . It was 

my privilege to view the beautiful site of historic Valley Forge. X 

cannot express my sentiments as we tread "sacred grounds". It was 

magnificent and beautiful.. . .Contrary to ay thoughts, traveling was 

very pleasant. Vo did not have any unpleasant circumstance a. ..Though 

X arrived three weeks late, the professors have been very lenient con­

cerning ay hack work. The students and the staff aren't treating me 

as a "curio", hut treat me as one of their own. The feeling is grand."

IOVAI
"After a few weeks of trials and tribulations X have finally emerged, 

confident in my fellow Americans, the people of this community, the stu­

dents and teachers of Drake u ., and also in m y studies. Because of the 

sudden change of environment, X was sort of lost for awhile. However,

I am now well on my way and liking the new change of life . The people 

of Dee Moines are especially friendly to the Japanese. Of course, when 

one reads the newspapers there are occasionally some persons «txo are not 

sc tolerant, hut the majority of them are very partial. The f acuity
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Via Mrs. Masuda 
OEt Oat group

IMA: (Oont.)

and students of 2 rake eaea to take an i»dividual interest in the 30 odd 

students of Japanese ancestry who are enrolled here. . . .  .Even though 1

Vgau four weeks lute , Z have found it such easier than I expected, 

d ll of the teachers seen to know the position we are in and thus they 

take personal interest in helping us out. I studied quite hard the 

first five weeks and was able to take the 6 weeks* tests with the rest 

of the class. Much to ay surptlse Z did better than X expected. *ith 

such enceuragemeaii and such atmosphere Z an sure 1 m il do a ll right. 11 

*My position here has been very favorable. . . . . .  I have not act id th

any distasteful incidente, and Z do not expect to. Tha editor of the 

Bee Moines daily paper has been defending us vigorously ns well ns 

many other influential persons. As a general rule, I believe the people 

of Iowa understand ©ur problems and will be willing to accept Japanese 

in the future.*

EffBBASKA:

MTbs people and f  acuity aeabers are very nice toward ue and wo 

find it  very eaey la getting settled and getting accustoaed to the 

place.•

111 have aade »any dose Caucasian friends who have Invited zne for 

weekonde and holidays... .Lincoln is  a nice place and the people are 

wonderful. They are very sympathetic to ust and wo try not to «bust 

their attitudes. The Churches especially have opened their doors to us, 

and it was there also that I have made m y closest friends. There are 

many Mitel students here and they a ll seem to be doing very well, and

seems to be well-accepted by the others.*



55 STPDSNT BELOCATI OH COUNCIL 5-17-1*3
Via Mrs. M&mvia
cjR; Em group

EMgfflgp

"A ll along the trip | ther* were no embarrassing incidents. The 

people a ll seemed too busy to pay attention to us. As for the school, 

the students and faculty members are more than kind, going out of the 

way to bo kind to ut. I do not know the attitude of the t own, for X 

haw#» not been to It, but understand that it is not had, X at begin«* 

»Sag to like this place and am sura that X shall he happy here."

f m a ;
rt?he people hare are vary nice and friendly and treat us very good.

"I iiAT. foumil Abiiene to b./v.iy frl.ndly city. A. you know, ay 

father went to the Hardin-Siamone University in this city about twenty- 

three years ago, end he has well-lowed by a ll the people. Every day 

X neat many of his school friends and elassaates, his teachers, and 

friends in the eity. Because t hey loved my father, they love us two 

girls and have heart!lly welcomed us so thet we have not cone Into 

an entirely strange city. When we walk down the streets, strangers

smile and greet ue............The people in the South, particularly in

West Texas, are very open-hearted and hospitable. The ABILENE SEP0B75R 

MEWS published for two daye an article about our coming to study in 

Abilene. Then this last Thursday the high school paper, "THE ABILENE 

HX<m 3ATTSET”, carried an article and picture of us, so we have been 

getting quite a bit of publicity..............X consider myself very for­

tunate in being able to come to study here in Abilene. 9

WISCONSIN?

"I*» very happy here and X feel that all the girls and instructors
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Via Mrs. Mawude 
CH; Oat croup

yiscossnr: (Gout.)

accept a» wl th no discrimination... . 1  do real!«« our resrronsibiXity out 

hare a« "good-will ambassadors11 and I do want to do ay part for the group 

of people X bar# left and tfao « 1 X1  bo coaling out somewhere to r esettle.”

"There ar® four of ue "ftest-Coast "g irls ..........and «o think it 1 «

wonderful hero«...........to find everyone,faculty and student« alike, vary

pleasant and friendly, and how we appreciate that when we are in such

utterly etrange and new surroundings........ . 1  hope that oince we lo ft

there Lave boon me ay more to learn what it mean« to "fly  fro® a cage*.

QQmMQi.

**A great responsibility lies ahead of me and X will not overlook 

my opportunity. X hare come hero for a purpose and X shall endeavor

to do my utmost la making good.........The studente of X).tJ. and the people

in general are a ll vary friendly and king., This, makesjbne feel very good 

as X am conscious of the fact that X am Japanese-Aaerican. The admin­

istration and faculty at jD.U. are also very helpful. ■
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wm outcboup b x u t i o n s
Via* Letter to Dr. Powell 
GBt Be-relocatl on

1C&2 K. ?Jth St.,
Los Angslei, Calif. April 17, 19U3

Dear Mr. Powell:
I have just finished read!n& the U.P. excerpts of your speech at 

the St. l>Quie conference and 1 am moved to offer you my sincere con­

gratulations. It is indeed heartening to hear such a forcible» course 

geo us statement of fact in these days when 30 many are taking advantage 

of *ar conditions to attack an American minority. It was indeed placed 

on the same page m th & statement of our California State Senator Jack 

1, Tenney ?ho charges * overwhelming pampering* at the relocation center« 

and states further that Bfarmers near Tule lake camp are apprehensive 

of riot because the nearby Japanese have too much freedom.* Ai a 

matter of fact, one u!i&t almost accuse you of rashness 1m attacking 

the California agricultural Interests. I can scarcely believe it w ill 

go unchallenged, and hope It w ill have no unfavorable effects on your 

offic ia l standing.

My only interest in the Issue is through former students of mine 
at the University of Southern California of Japanese ancestry, who are 
at present stowing in these relocation center« when they could bo doing 
work useful to the war effort. 1 am in constant correspondence with 
some of there; a few 1 believe may be at Postonl It is nice to know 
that those in charge of these centers are of the type of fair minded 
Christen Americans which you represent.

Anew then that many of us whose voices are not so widely heard



(Coat• letter from Bdw. S. Brady II)
as yours gain a renewed faith in American ideals through the brief news 

ppper account of your statements.

Sincerely yours,

Bd*. 3. Brady II
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Tiat Letter to Dr. Powell 
OEl Re-raloc&tion

182 W. Banoaa St., 
Ventura, California, 
April 17. 19̂ 3

Sd.itor, Loa Angelo# Times,
202 Wo«t Piret St.,
Lo# Angelos« Calif.

Lear Editor* MOT FOR PUR LI GAT 105

As a loyal subscriber, 1  feel that X should write you to let you

know that your editorial, Pleading Hearts Die oust the Jap Problem,“
to

was not entirely to your credit. I f  your aim is/pleaee hotheaded re a« 

dere, it was a ll right , but X rather thought your aim in editorials 

was to enlighten the public, since a ll we know is what we read in the 

pg> ere.

fou infer that to say a man is wrong la his opinion is to insult 

him. I f  so, your columns should quit insulting people.

Tou suggest that hr. Powell say what he had said in the presence 

of General LeWitt. The general is not ths first or the last authori­

ty in such matters, either. The highest authorities in the Goremwit 

are apparently tak ing the view from within. ?ers nally, I harem 

objection to hate on a racial basis, i f  consistently applied, bat our 

government authorities support another policy.

The final authorities, who probably know the background facts 

better than we do, hare decided to accept at least Ameriean~bora 

Japanese into our Army. Hawaii did not find ths Japs sufficiently 

dangerous to require whole sale internment. The Americans of Japanese 

descent did not allege that other Americans were so dangerous that they 

u i^ t  mob them because they were yellow. As for cases of sabotage and



(Cont. of latter to Dr. Fowell fro* l.L. Horris.)
espionage, sl least * fee former, if y?ur readers could read some of the 
case histories of the definite sly prove a oases,— part ioularly those not 
brilliantly nipped la the embryo but where real damage was done,— they 
would be better aware that the policy of wholesale internment, with 
its costliness and contribution to far* labor shortage, was justified. 
Denial that the loyal could not be picked fro* the dangerous is aus ex* 
agger&iioa ao far as the Asexican-bom are concerned; they could all 
speak English if they could talk at all, and their loyalty should be 
just asdefinitely Ascertainable as that of foreign-born non-refuges 
aliens fro* other enemy countries. Ho American-born Japanese ©r any 
other Japanese resident of this country has yetbeen sentenced to death 
for treason.

Cynically, to change the subject a little bit, our country got 
along grandly with the Japs over there in the old days. Sven while 
China was subject to the humiliation of ext rat err Itorl&llty. becauae 
it resisted all our efforts in the promotion of good relations, our 
trade with **apan flourished and a lot of good sill was dispensed on our 
*ri to Japan* About a decade ago Japanese did very much of the confi­
dential translating at our Embassy in ‘fokyo, being thoroughly trusted 
in this respect; a Japanese girl, not an American oitisen at the time, 
wrote many of our consular reports for the Consulate General in Tokye; 
a Harvard-bred consul at Yokohama decided to replace regular American 
elerke with American-born Japanese shout that time as a measure of 
economy; and Ambassador Grew*« chief confidential clerk, formerly of 
the American ^avy, had a Japanese wife and child, despite our exclu?* 
sion laws, For aught X know, the little bastard was given passage
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to tli« United States with diplomatic righto on the Grip shots • while 

other Americans eoat1 sued to suffer internment la Japan* However, la  

those days of hatter relations, those Americans who had lived for years 

among the Japanese did aot treat them as treacherous and distrustful 

villa !a  to the laet man, woman, and child, There were no doobt a lot 

of such v illitas among them, and our diplomats and the other Americana 

In Japan were not as smart as they should hare beon, hut they didn't 

ales the mark any more than your editorials sometime« do.

In our opposition to Japan we should stflks, so far as posslhls, 

at that element and those principles that caused the country to enter 

the war. We should plan to abolish the Imperial set-up, eradicate 

Shintoism, and bring about a new point of view regarding militarism 

and wnr ns an instrument of national policy. The American-born Japa­

nese could prove a helpful agenoy in bringing this about i f  given the 

opportunity.

In winning the war we may have success In breaking down Japanese 

morale by propaganda. Some American-born Japanese can be useful in 

this field. Acceptance of the belief that the Japanese w ill not 

* crack up" inthefaoe of serious reverse e, d thxit some good explana­

tion of reasons which t hemselves can be altered and on the a sumption 
that they havemore stamina than ether humane, is foolish. They have 
such less stamina than the European races, and their cunning is like 

that of savages or children, not nearly so insidious and elusive nor 

so much to be feared as that of Hitler1» followers.

When the battle flags are furled, I am cot so sura that American«»

born Japanese should not be allowed to return to tb&ir original homes.
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wltk sono qualificati an«, as whero adlitary «roa» aro aow aoxt door, bat 

I do bollara that tho Japanoso ohould bo oatlroly oustod fron tho South 

Soao I » land», whoro ianjr of thoa sottlodduring thè aandato remiso, and 

froa such countrioo ao,Thailand. Koroa and perhaps Taiwan ohould bo 

fread of Japanoso rulo. As for Hawaii, tho Japanoso hora thero will 

eortalnly bo allowod to ronaln. It lo »oro i aportant to decido how wo 

shall destrsy tho «o f  oreos that lod Jopan to autor tho war thaa to 

koop Cali fonai a-horn Japanooo out of tho «tato. As for aboliti on of 

tho importai systen in Japan, liboration of Koroa, and dispooltion of 

tho Kwantung Loaood Territory, nono of eur authoriOlos baro tonehod upon 

thaa. Thoy aro tho %wostions that should haré eur eanoldoratlon.

▼orjr truly yours,

H. L. Norris

*
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▼ln* X*ttef to Dr. PowoU 
GR: Re-relocation

Powell:

Tou dirty rotten God dean eoa of a bitch, X shoulda*t waste three

cents postage on a filthy rotten pro Ixis swine like you. I f  those

rotten yellow traitorous Japs cone back to California we'll organise

a Hu Klux Klan and nur&er then. X hope the Japs got you and rape

your wife and daughter and tor^hre you. Wore they nloe Japs who have

put over 2000 crosses —- 1 .. - graves on Honolulu????
»
t#

May God blast your dirty soul, and nay you rot in **ell.

36. Maxwell
P. 0. Box 3 SB

Santa Monica, 
Gall fonala

there we don't want and haven't got the yellow beasts property
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ViaS Letter to Dr. Powell 
CEi Bt-reloeatloa.

April 21, 19^3

Hr. «föhn f. Powell 
Community Services 
Poston, Arixoua
Dear John Powell,

It1« not at all \mlikely that you got your neck In a eling for 
making that a wall speech the other day, but you might like to know that 
people whose opinions you would most respect here were unanimously in 
accord with what you had to say-*-even making allowance for the fact that 
the newspapers* account was sketchy to say the least.

Hot a fmv of us got a ricarious thrill out of seeing that some­
body was speaking out , after all the hush-hush and wait-wait we've 
been subjected to.

Se‘11 be watching for more.
Sincerely,

Mendel H. Ltebenaan 
Director of Mult Bdne&tlon 
Gila Project 
Hirers, Arizona
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Vlas Letter to TS

CRs Selectire Service

(Excerpts from the letter)
"Oh yeah, about thing® happening around here. First of all ____

left for St. Paul, Minn, about a month ago * She has a job in a hospital 
as a stenographer-receptionist, She likes her work and the city swell.

In the meantime I volunteered for Camp Shelby. Ho use going into 
the reasons as I think you know ell the treasons anyway. Anyway vi tfa
___ _ taken care of, my mother moved oat to Cody, Wyo. to live with
____ and ______ . They are expecting a baby about the middle of «Tune,
so she will be a big belp to them. I guess you know he*s working out 
there in a printing and newspaper shop.

Anyway with everyone in the femily settled it left me free to vol­
unteer. How I*a waiting to be inducted. Been waiting since the 1st 
of April and no soap yet. Ahother thing with ay flat feet I don't 
know whether 1*11 pass —  but at least 1 can try."
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Vial Letter to Dr. Powell 
OR: Re-relocation

Low Angelos, 
California 
April 17, 19̂ 3

Mr. John V. Powell,
Assistant Chief of Comananlty Services,
Poston,
Arizona.

My Dear Mr. Powelll

Z jest read, wthh disgust, resentment and contempt, an artiole 

emanating from yon concerning the Japanese situation, as t hi enclosed 

clippings attest. Z believe After yon have read them yon will realise 

and know how millions of my fellow Americans and Z feel. I f  those 

statements are from your lips, yon had hatter wake spend become a 

realist and practical minded instead of a •mushy* sentimentalist. 

Moreover, you had better devote your time and energy to doing con­

structive and useful things for good, loyal and patriotic Americans.

Zf it were not for sentimentalists, pacificists, "sisale panties* 

and impractical idealists, we probably could have avoided this war 

today, which w ill, as yon know, prove very costly in material things 

and in human lives.

Ve of the major V#rterans Organisations on our return from Prance 

in 1 9 1 9 # end later, urged, amongst other legislation, compulsory mili­

tary training for a ll  youths 18 and over primarily to prevent a re­

occurrence of war or to minimise war for our Hatiom, and as a matter 

of national defense, because we,having served on the battlefields of 

Prance and Belgium, knew what war was.

However, we accomplished litt le  with our Be makers in Washington,



(Coat, of letter to Br. Powell from Valter V. Joshph)

B. C. la  this direction, as, immediately, vs were assailed by so-called 

pacificists, unreal!sts, social groups, "crack pots11 aad »bleeding heart 

as war mongers, alarmists, “killers" aad professional soldiers who de­

light ia war. Th# American Legion was evsn a ceased of being allied td th 

the so-called "war ackers". Following a ll this, we "scrapped" oar best 

battleships and equipment used for defease of our Nation.

Needless to state, the above written to remind you that i f  we had 

fully prepared, Militarily, the treacherous attack cm Pearl Harsher 

would aot have occurred, aad that further more, i f  it were not for the 

above factions, and groups, these so-called Japanese "fi she men" (Na­

val Reservists and spies) would not have boon plying their "trade" 

in our hose waters.

The Veterans of Foreign Wars, the American legion and the Disabled 

American Veterans, as well as othsr Veteran*a groups, haw* requested 

for over twenty years that our Oovsrsasnt investigate the presence of 

thoso Jspaas se "fishermen", who* it was proven were carrying on nefar­

ious acts. Isaac diet sly a howl went up fro* these "uplifters", busy- 

bodies aad social groups that the poor "Japs" are innocent people 

being persecuted, who are only trying to sake a living, and that they 

are entitled to the ease right« and privileges as other Americans.

These "poor Jap fishermen" were spying on our Navy and fortifications 

aad taking soundings of the waters adjacent to our shores as well as 

making other recordings for tho Naval Bureau in Toklo.

The Veterans Organisations* pleadings fe ll  on deaf ears in so far  

as our law makers were concerned, witht he result that no action was 

taken to investigate these "Japs", thank« to these social groups,
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(Cont. of letter to Dr. Powell fro » Walter W, Joseph) 

busybodies, "bleeding beerte9, and so forth.

X sight add for your nforsationt hat after the infascns sneak attack 

on Pearl Harbor by the "Honorable Japs" that the P.B.Z. agents unearthed 

In oaehee in hhe hones and environ® of these sane "Japs" thousands of 

high-powered rifles, shot guns, pistols, revolvers, bombs of many designs, 

flares, rounds of assumiti on, caseras including the norie types, short 

ware radio sets, long range binoculars, and saps carefully drawn showing 

our Pacific shore line, harbors, fortifications, the general terrain of 

the Western States and eren the location of das sitas, utility plants, 

watsr works, and large industrial and War plante. X cannot, by the 

greatest stretch of the imagination, conceive how any loyal, patriotic, 

"true blue" Aserioan in theee United States can hare the teasrity to 

dofend or condono tho nets of thle treacherous eleaent.

My sincere adrice to you, Mr. Powell, and to people ìèioshare your 

opinion as well, 1 « to attond to your own "knitti^" and lot tho alli#> 

tary authorities take care of this Japanese probles as they dees best 

for Hattonal security. Personally, 1 agree id th Sanerai &eWltt when 

he stated, "Once a Jap, always a Jap". Since at least half of tha 

"Japs" naturalised or natiro bom, profess a dual oitisenshlps that is, 

their first loyalty is  to Japes, and tha Mikado, X do not bel lore that 

there is  any rooa In our country for then. The so bars proron thssselrss 

to bo an ungrateful and treacherous class of people. They»parently can« 

not be assimilated.

Tours Very Truly

Walter W. Joshph, 
Américanisât ion Officer,
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Tias Letter to Lr. Powell 
CBS Ite-reloeatioa

? Biehbp St,
Oxford, Ohio 
H/gO/Uj

Mr. John W. Powell
Poston, Aritona

Dear Mr. Powelli

Several days ago X saw in the CIÜOIHlíAfX 5HQUTEEB a brief account 

of a speech you gave at a regional anetieg of the Mation&l Confe renca 

of Social Work (St. Louis, April 16). I cannot ta ll you how glad X 

was to find somebody officially connected with the project of resettle­

ment speaking out boldly and honestly in censure of it . X hare long 

lamented the uprooting of tha Japacese-Aastrieeae and considerad it  an 

aet of which ultimately the government will have reason to be a thane d, 

but my letters of protest to Senators in Washington have, of cours, 

been lost In the wind. What a deprivation the Japanese have suffered 

— and what tndigfeity they suet endure!— X agree tith you that the 

Country should reas8imitate then and enable them once more to bedtme 

respetable, self-respecting, productive citizens. X hope y:ur efforts 

enable those under jurledleatlon to obtain something like just loe in 

re-establishing themselves.

Sincerely yours,

Warren Staebler
(Instructor in Bullish, Miami TJniv.)



7-18-43100 Outgroup Relations
Via letter to EHS from SK

3548 N# Halsted 
Chicago, IXI*
July 2

Dear Ed:

Your letter with all the latest news on the Poston 

Political front was appreciated. X certainly miss the fun 

I used to hare. It was playing with fire though under the 
circumstances*

Regards the political situation though, I don't 

think there should be any worry for the administrators. 

Those two, Nakamura and Gkamoto are pretty tough; yet, 

Okamoto especially is well informed on the world situa­

tion, both regards the political and the economic standing 

and situations. I mean, they are at least logical and cm 

be reasoned into certain line of action. Nakamura though 

is a little too tough on ocoassions. But, as far as ac­

tion is concerned, I found them to act more pro-American 

than any of the other ieseis. They are realists according 

to my understanding of their actions and thinking. Those 

8, haring lired under the democratic system for 30 years, 
find it hard to act otherwise. I*ye heard Mr . okamoto 

remark that the kibeis were too radical for him.

I heard through a reliable source that a report 

on the Block 18 history is on file at the sociological 

Researoh office. From what I heard, the history is about



3
10Q% off • It claims that Seido Hashima was the trouble 

maker and leader of the group* When, (I lived in Block 13) 

all the time, he held down the hoys* The situation was 

as follows, I was more or less active in the community 

affairs, was the councilman of the block, and took a 

leading part in quieting the big kitchen trouble 13 had 

when Mrs* Ito started the ball rolling* As a consequence,

I more or less had some power in the block. This X was 

able to do by the help of Seido* He interpreted for me in 

the block meetings* And, due to his deference to me as a 

brother-in-law he governed himself accordingly* X didnft 

mean to write all the foregoing, but, if what I heard is

right, * wanted to see Seido get the right break and not 

the untruth* I got all the news through him* He f inally 

moved out of the block because he was getting blamed for 
everything*

I finally found a place and Mary and Ronnie should 

be here in a week or two. The place is unfurnished. I 

think I,m going to squat here forever if the cold winter 

doesn*t drive me south* ^he place is only three blocks 

from Lincoln ^ark* Ronnie should be able to enjoy himself 

there. xhey seem to be having trouble in reserving a Pull­

man. The housing is tight* I don’t think some of the kfis 

are going to be brought up in the So* Calif, fashion.

Same of the skilled boys are making good money*
^uto mechanics draw as high as $98 a week check, (works 

hard and fast) (work is piece work for yell© cab) Others
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are doing all right because of the overtime payments. 70 

cents an hour with overtime brings a months pay to about 

$180 or so.
There is a lot of sociological changes going on. 

¿ven X can see it through my engineering eyes* Girls and 

boys live in same apartments (groups of them) because 

of housing situation. This never happened in 8o. Calif.

Thanks again for your letter.
Regards

amoot katow



OUTGROUP ' ULATIONS 10 
Q-PiBiR liELOCATION GSHTE 3 
EXCERPTS FROM LETTERS December 5# 1942

Olla River Relocation Center

Education—  This teaching business Is no soft job, and I fm telling 
you that I would rather be back at my cook’s job than have this 
Job,**but somebody has to do it and it might as well be me as 
someone else* X have a reputation as being among the few teach* 
ers who give their students work to do and 1 mean good assign­
ments* About two weeks ago X got disgusted with the work and 
progress of ray two geometry classes««X knew that most of them 
weren’t paying attention in class half of the time when X was 
lecturing, so X gave them a good bawling out* X talked about 
other things that griped me that X had seen students do that 
wasn’t becoming of a good American-Japanese student— such things 
as marking up building and school furnitures«••

To tell you frankly* X like my Job even if it is difficult 
work because X realise that X have someting that X could give to 
these kids so that they may have a good chance for a better 
world they go out***Xt is my Job to see that they understand and 
learn what I have to teach them and not merely memorise the sub­
ject because some college requires that; they know it*

Our first day at this camp was a great disappointment* The 
place was not yet ready to accept peoplef and we were quartered 
temporarily in the barracks that some of the furlook people were 
to have had* Xt was fortunate that they had turned on the shower- 
room water the night that we arrived*«♦fhe center is not going to 
be a bad place after things get fixed up and life becomes normal 
as it should* The facilities here are better than we had at the 
Tulare Assembly Center which wasn’t such a bad place# Th© barracks 
are built better and the latrines are a great improvement* The 
mess halls are larger and the block units are not over-crowded*
X think that there are about 250 people in our section which has 
14 living quarters*

The dust around here is terrific and it makes the air chok­
ing to breath# The nights doesn’t make it much different from 
the day except that it is dark— and X mean dark as wo have not 
yet had our electricity system set up in the barracks— no street 
lights at; all#

Camp I wasn’t much better than ours except that they had 
all of their facilities installed and a canteen* On ef the rea­
sons we had gone to camp I was because we heard that they had a 
swimming hole therej and it was being filled with water* We 
found the place but it was klnda disappointing.

They are still sending in people in spite of the incomplete 
condition of the center* Xt is a shame that w© have zo be shovdd 
In here expecialiy for the little kids and babie^fc^ tjiiftle
it must be a hardship on the mothers* but there

August 30# 1942



OUTGROUP RELATIONS
EXCERPTS FROM LETTERS IP V-*

that can be dona except make the best of it* They have started to 
lay in the water and gas pipes for our barracks in this block* and 
I guess that it will be about next week before we will be able to 
make use of the water pipe line*



o m m o u v r e l a t x o h s
SX^ERPfe FROM LETTERS &

Sentiment—  I hope this camp life hasn#t been too boring. X
think that we nisei should make the most we can out of these 
trying conditions and create within our minds a wholesome 
and healthy attitude. Whet can be so detrimental to our 
morale than a pessimistic, depressing attitude I Surely 
there are better things to come and by our constant wishing 
and praying we will find our silver lining on the dark 
clouds which hang overhead.



OUTGROUP RELATIONS yj
OTHER RELOCATION CENTERS „
EXCERpTS PROM LETTERS ' ■' - March 7, 1943Jl§|J : ■’¡¡j| ■ v |f|§ S i § : v '■ |®i|j

Jerome W.R.A*
W© have 3 blocks of newly arrived evacuees from the 

Hawaiian Islands* The islanders are very friendly people 
and have interesting stories ¿to tell of life on the Islands* 
and of Dec* 7* There are a majority of kibe Is and young 
people in this groupl They toll us that the cold weather 
here is such a sharp contrast with the warm climate of 
Hawaii*

Education«* j am now teaching In the elementary school* It seems 
that they were short of teachers so X applied and was 
accepted* Since January 4 I have been teaching the 5th , 
grade*#*•

I have 23 pupils* (9boys and 14 girls »••two from the 
Islands) in my class* The group is a very lively and 
congenial one and we gave fun* Z try to make the class 
as interesting as possible and to bring in as much social 
activities as X c m *  During February we had a Valentin© 
party with games* songs* refreshments# It was good to 
sea the children enjoying it so much* The other day we 
spent a whole afternoon cleaning windows— -and honestly* —  
the windows look dirtier now than when we started and on 
top of that— 1 broken window* What a mess!

recreation» Recreation and social activities here are rather
full* Each of the blocks now has a recreation chairman 
who takes charge for the block* We have ping pong* basket­
ball* volleyball* etc***We have our own dance hand here- 
a 14 peice orchestra~the *Densoneers * *

Lagt night we saw our first movie in camp 8How Green 
was My Valley8 with Walter Fidgeon* It was good to see 
a movie after missing it for so long*

There is a fad here of collecting tree knobs and stumps 
from the forest area* which are peeled and varnished* It*s 
a wonder what beautiful pelces can be found and collected- 
very artistic and full of expression*

when the weather gets warmer* w** are looking forward

with a barbecue jit,— picnic grounds, etc*, which should be 
ready by spring.



4-1-43<  OUT OR OU P RI. LAT IONS 
, via; MAIM CANTEEN BOOKSTORE 
■ STATISTICS ON MAGAZINES AND NEWSPAPERS 

COMMUNITY ENTERPRISE

NEWS? APER

EXAMINERS f M S  PAŒ F IC
CITIZEN

DATE ' IN-COMING * OUT-GOING IN-COMING OUT-GOING f

2- 8 1 100 1 3 89 2 i

9 « 100 t 90 1 t

10 < 100 • 2 90 1 » 156

11 « 100 » 4 87 55 t

12 * 100 » 3 90 1 i

13 * 100 * 3 90 1 9
14 * 175 t 90 1

15 » 100 » 47 90 D 9
16 * 100 » 0 90 0 9
17 * 100 * 9 90 16 9 13
18 * 100 1 0 90 0 9
19 * 100 » 0 90 0 t

20 » 100 V 0 90 0 I

21 * 75 ( 85 1

22 * 200 * 94 90 9
2 3 » 100 f 90 1

24 « 100 t 90 9 14
25 * 100 f 159 t 73
26 « 100 * 20 159 16 9
27 » 100 f 159 20 t

28 » 100 * Comics * 200 9



> OUTGROUP RELATIONS 
| vias MAIN CANTEEN BOOKSTORE

STATISTICS ON MAGAZINES AND NTPSPAPIPS
COMMUNITY ENTERPRISE

4-1-4:

NEWSPAPER
EXAMINER TIMES

PACIH C
cm  zsR

DATE * IN-© MING I OUT-GGING * IN-COMING 1 OUT-GOING i

3 - 1 * I i 160 t i

2 1 ! ! i

3* 1 f 158 t y 15
4* 100 1 81 » 150 t »
5* 150 t i I t
6* 150 i i 150 f 36 y
7» t t t y

8* 100
91 100

10» 150
11* 100
12* 100
13* 100
14* 250

15* 100
16* 100

Comic

160 * 18
157 » 18
160 * 21

*• 22
160 * 30
160 * 36
225 »

16



OUTGROUP RELATIONS 
Vlas MAIN CANTEEN BOOKSTORE 
STATISTICS ON MAGAZINES AND NEWSPAPERS 
COMMUNITY ENTERPRISE

...4-1-43

t • 2/16/43 t

DATES
t
l
i MAGAZINES

t
» IN-CUMxNGi

i
* OUT-GOINGi

t
t Joe Palooka comic

t
» 40i

Ï
f
i

t
t Air Trails ' 10 f

t
y

t
I Heroic comic * 70

y
t

t
t Savage « 40i

»
t

»
t Sport * 20 t 1

|

ti Shadow comic * 42i »
i
t Star Songs * 48t

f
t

1| Baseball » 7 «
i
t Song Parade » 60 | t
t
» Look » 14i

t
t
i
i



OUTGROUP RELATIONS 
viaj MAIN CANTEEN BOOKSTORE 
STATISTICS ON MAGAZINES AND NEWSPAPERS 
COMMUNITY ENTERPRISE

J\
4-1-43

DATE * MAGAZINES j i n -coi
2/18/43' U* S* News

t
» 2 i

Popular Photography » 4f
All American Comic * 25t
Bat Man Comics 1 10 t
Capt. Marvel 1 25t
Whiz Comic 1 8 t
Sparkler Comic 1 50 y
Blue Bolt 1 23 y
Walt Disney 1 40 y
Flash Comics y 14
Adventure 1 14 »
Post - Feb* 6 issue 1 53 y
Movie Star 1 15 y
Motion Picture 1 15 y
Time * 50 y
Movie Show 1 9 y
Screen Guide 1 25 

(
• 14 yMechanic 111*

Complete Sport 1 15 y
Liberty - Feb* 20 issue * 70 y
Life 1 125 y
Colliers * 30

OUT-GOING



OUTGROUP RELATIONS 4~1
vla; MA IN CANTEEN BOOKSTORE 
STATISTICS ON MAGAZINE AND NEWSIAPER
COMMUNITY ENTERPRISE

DATE MAGAZINES IN-COM±NG OUT-GOING

2/19/43 Flying i
t 4

Omnibook t 2
Best Seller Mystery t 10

Vogue f 14
Secrets t 5
Deserts t 15
Newsweek i 40
Post - Feb. 13 issue i 50
Look i 45
Comics on Parade t 38
Marvel Comics y 34
Ace Comics I 25
Charm y 25

Liberty t 48

Action y 25
Detective y 22
Pep Comifccs y 25
True Comics 24t

i



OUT GRUÍ P RELATIONS 
Vías MAIN CANTEEN BOüKSTüRE 
STATISTICS ON MAGAZINES AND NEWSPAPERS 
COMMUNITY ENTERPRISE

DATE

2/25/43

MAGA2L NES IN-COMING

World Almanac » 4
Tune In f. 14
Air Progress • 9
Tip Top Comic * 75
Post 1 62
Adventure Comic * 25
American Greatest » 15
Time * 50
Newsweek * 45
Hollywood » 5
U*S. News 1 2
Mercury * 10
Mademoiselle » 11
Good Housekeeping * 20
Collier * 30
House and Garden 1 5
Big Shot Comic * 48
Women1s Home Companion * 98
Life » 130

4-1-43

OUT-GOING
i

t



OUTGROUP RELATIONS 4-1-43.
Via: MAIN CANTEEN BOOKSTORE 
STATISTICS ON MAGAZINES AND NEWSPAPERS 
COMMUNITY ENTERPRISE

T "
DATE 1f MAGAZINES

t t
* IN-COMING»1 t

T“
3/4/43 « Shadow Comics

n
* 45

t
t

1 Wambi Jungle Boy » 40 f
1 Jungle Comics * 48 t
t Wings Comics » 28 i
1 Super Magician * 19 i
t Sheenia Comics » 20 t
1 Kings Comics » 34 i
f Captain Marvel Comics * 19 t
1 Famous Comics * 60 t
t Captain Midnight « 9 i
1 Target Comics 1 26 t
f Magic Comics * 24 t
f Newsweek » 40 t
t Time » 60 t
1 Look * 39 i
( Journal » 46 t
t Colliers » 79t Life 1 100 t
» Pic * 34 f
f Magazine Digest * 25 t
t Post * 41 f
I Coronet * 75 «
f Reader’s Digest * 58 t
» Parent Magazine » 4 »
t Scientific American * 8 t
» Liberty » 49 it Sky Ways Magician * 5 i
t Home Craftsman » 5 »
1 Super Sport 1 15 »
f McCalls * 21 t
1 World War Map * 17 t
t Pacific Citizen » 80 i
1
t
t

Romance * 4t
t

t
t
f

OUT-GOING



OUTGROUP RELATIONS 4-1-43
via: MAIN CANTEEN BOOKSTORE 
STATISTICS ON MAGAZINES AND NEWSPAPERS 
COMMUNITY ENTERPRISE

T “
t m a q a 21n!,s t s t o r e

1
-i— ni----r-
* COMING *

— ora--------
GOING

loo t PlanQt Comics 1 50 t »

175 t Pio * 75 t t

25 I Vogue Pattern Book * 10 t t f

165 t Look • 75 t

100 t Doc Savage Comics * 50 t

35 t Sport * 15 t t
4 i Doc Savage Magazine* 4 i t

99 t Real Life Comlo • 50 1 t
18 t Air Trails * 10 i t

110 » Star Songs 1 50 t i
t i i t



4-1-43OUTGROUP RELATIONS 
Vlas MAIN CANTEEN BOOKSTORE 
STATISTICS ON MAGAZINES AND NEWSPAPERS 
COMMUNITY ENT‘'UPRISE

p a t e  * M a g a z i n e s  * in-coming*
3/12/43* Big Shot Comics * 50 1

* Supersnipe Comics * 30 *
* Jingle Jangle * 75 *
* Thrilling Comics * 50 *
1 Popular Comics * 23 *
* Merry Melodies * 27 *
* New Funnies * 23 *
1 Master Comics * 5 *
1 Shadow Comics * 50 *
* Superman Comics * 26 *
* Whiz Comics * 15 *
* Tip Top * 10 *
* Best Comics * 35 *
* Gene Autry Comics ’ 5 1
1 Capt. Midnight » 9 *
* Modern Screen * 28 *
* Movies * 1 5  *
* Movie Life » 27 *
1 Photo Play t 2 0 *
1 Argosy * 13 *
* Popular Mechanics * 25 *
* Liberty * 50 1
* Song Hits * 25 *
1 Harpers » 25 1

out-gbing

* Atlantic t 1 t



4 - 1-43OUTGROUP RELATIONS 
Vlas MAIN CANTEEN BOOKSTORE 
STATISTICS ON MAGAZINES AND NEWSPAPERS 
COMMUNITY ENTERPRISE

DATE * MAGAZINES »IN-COMING t

(Cont.) 
3/12/43 * Science Digest * 5 t

* American Home » 20 i

» playmate * 3 t

1 Vogue * 10 t

» Inside Detective 1 15 t

1 Air Tech. * 5 t

* St ar Song * 19 f

* Time * 50 t

» Glamour » 34 t

* Newsweek » 45 t

* War fieroes » 24 t

' Life * 136 t

* Colliers ’ 36 t

* Air Progress « 6 <
» Baseball * 9 t

1 Post 1 50 i

* Life * 124 i

* Liberty * 48 i

* BazaAr * 5 i

* Esquire » 12 f

* Popular Science « 25 t

* American • 70 »

Collier » 32 t

OUT-GOING

t 24Cosmopolitan



4-1-43OUTGROUP RELATIONS 
Via: MAIN C ANTEEN BOOKSTORE
STATISTICS ON MAGAZINES AND NEWSPAPERS 
COMMUNITY ENTERPRISE

DATE MAGAZINES 1 IN-COMING1 OUT-GOING

(Cont#)
3/12/43 * Sea Story 6 *

* McCall*s I

* Click t 49 »



S '
\b a OUTGROUP RELATIONS
' - Via: MAIN CANTEEN BOOKSTORE

STATISTICS ON MAGAZINES AMD NEWSPAPERS 
COMMUNITY ENTERPRISE

3/16/43

NEWSWEEK 44

REDBOOK 25
SILVER SCREEN 25

MKCHANIX ILLUSTRATED 11
TIME 60
BLUE BOOK 7
FIA SH COMICS 23
BLUE BOIT COMICS 22
MOVIE STAR 14
ACTION COMICS 33
SCREEN GUIDE 24

SCREENLAND 24
MOVIE SHOW lo
LIBERTY 4g
MAGIC COMICS 15
TRUE COMICS 32
ACE COMICS go
POST 60
P A d E C C  CITIZEN - Th. 3-4 44

" " - Th. 3-11 44
SPORTING NEWS - Feb. 4 9

4-1-43

tf If - n



OUTGROUP RELATIONS
VIas MAIN CANTEEN BOOKSTORE
STATISTICS ON MAG ZINES AND NEWSPAPERS
COMMUNITY ENTERPRISE

3/20/43

CHARM 27

SECRETS 5
VOGUE 9

FAMOUS FUNNIEB 40

WALT DISNEY COMICS 37

SUPER COMICS Ô

MArtVEL 26

STARTING COMICS 38

t i p  top comes 48

YOUR LIFE 10
SPORTS 15
PHOTOGRAPHY 5
OMNIBOOK 3
HOUSE AND GARDEN 10
MADEMOISELLE 12
SONG PARADE 60
STARDOM 10
POST 60

DETECTIVE COMICS 28

COLLIERS 28
l i f e 1#8LIFE



■ 1 ; ^ 
OUTGROUP RELATIONS 4-1-43

< via: m  IN CANTEEN BOOKSTORE
STATISTICSr,ON MAGAZINES AND NEWSPAPERS 
COMMUNITY ENTERPRISE

3/26/43

Reader’s Digest 100 
Coronet 23 
Facts lb 
Mer cur y 12 
Desert Magazine 15 
Latest Song Hits 12 
Motion picture 25 
Gags 15 
Blue Battle Comics 50 
Mutt and Jeff Comics 36 
New Funnies 32 
Newsweek 39 
Home Companion 120 
Good Housekeeping 24 
Pep Comics 24 
Merry Melodies 17 
Our Gang Comics 13 
Time 50 
All Flash Comics 25 
Capt* Marvel Qom&cs 26 
Coo Coo Comics 70 
Pic 98 
Home Journal 32 
Post 52 
Popular Comics 24 
Adventure 15 
Pacific Citizen*s 3/18/43 45 
Liberty 50 
Popular Cross ?^ord Puzzles 16 
Sparkler Comics 30



4-1-43OUTGROUP RELATIONS
' via: H  IN CANTEEN BOOKSTORE

STATISTICS ON MAGAZINES AND NEWSPAPERS 
COMMUNITY ENTERPRISE

JST

3/31/43

HARPER’S MAGAZINE 10
COSMOPOLITAN 29
PIONEER COMICS 10
PIC 24
PACIFIC CITIZEN 37
TARGET COMICS 27
NEWSWEEK 40
MOVIES 10
LIBERTY 60
VOGUE 11
AIR NEWS 4
LOOK 55
POST 58



HANFORD, May ll.-A ction  
of the Hanford Chamber of Com­
merce in adopting a resolution

Supervisors Favor 
Coast Jap Ban

SAN DIEGQ, May 11. — The 
County Board of Supervisors to­
day was on record favoring the 
ban against Japanese, from the 
Pacific Coast, in a resolution 
sent to President Roosevelt.

The Supervisors urged that 
Japs be permitted to contribute 
to the war effort, but only in 
inland areas and under Army 
supervision. Care should be 
taken, the Supervisors warned, 
to segregate Japs from Filipinos 
when engaged in agricultural ac­
tivity. *

protesting the release of Japa­
nese from relnna+i™ pa.



102. Outgroup. &-2 0 , 1943
Observation. TVS.
L.A.Times article on Powell; and Nisei Scld&er1s 
freedom to the West Coast.

Bleedings hearts, a cognomen which was given to Dr. 
Powell,by Ainsworth of the L.A.Times, over his defense of the 
evacuee at a convention in St. Louis brought comments from the 
Gentlemenls sitting room* or mauR&xim a place more commonly 
known aa. the rtAf ter-breakfast Club.” As per usual, copies of 
the Poston Chronicle was being digested, and articles rehashed 
y the zaembers of the club* As regards Alnsvnrth1 s article, 
the members:has nothing but pr&ise for Powell, for having 
guts enough to come out with it. They were forced to admit 
that they had figured out all wrong. George Shimamoto, an 
oIdoi* nisei said something to this effect, HDr. Powell is 
all right. He sure had guts to say those things.”

The soldiers returning to the west coast :1b old news 
to some of the PoEtonians. JL’lchi Nakazono, of Camp Savage, 
went to San Frans loco several we.;.ks ago for a briefl stay, 
as well as Mineo Kobayashl. Mineo Kobavashi went back to 
Westmoreland, in the Imperial Valley. This may have b e m  going 
on for saetime, but was not publicised* Block members were 
beginning to get optimistic on the future outlook as far as 
the return to California was concerned.


