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CHAPTER—IY, THE STRUCTURE OF COMMUNITY RELATIONSHIPS
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In the language of the people at Tule Lake, there were abundeant
references to scuh distinctions as "keto" (Caucasians) and "Japs";
"Issei", "Nisei", and "Kibei"; and "Northwesterners"and "Californi-
ans". These stereotypes defined some of ﬁhe major lines of social
relationships maintained in the community and served as significant
means by which people identified eachlother and thus regulated
their behavior. They alsdh referred to areas of tension in social
relations. Whether these distinetlions were accurate and objective-
ly real or not, their frequent and glib use in community discussions
attested to their importance in orgenizing the thinking and behavi-
or of the people.

These distinctions existed prior to the evacuation and were
often referred to in the discussions of the Japanese communities
prior to the war, The evacuation, however, had the effect of
greatly enhancing the significance of certain of these stereotypes,
for the conditions of the evacuation and of center life brought
into close social relafionship the different classes of people
referred to inathe stereotypes and@hus raised problems of adjust-
ment which had not existed before with the same intensity. One re-
sult of the evacuation was to give Caucasians supervisory authotity
over Japanese community life. Second, evacuees from disparate parts
of the Pacific Coast were thrown together in a single commmnity un-
der conditions of unprecedented intimacy and confinement. Third,
where participation in Japanese community life had highterbe hitherto
been voluntery, within the relocation center such participation could

not be avoided and all the residents had a personal stake in the
policies and action addpted by the community.




By the structure of community relationships reference is being
made to the popular delineations of the major groupings of peoplé
involed in community relations and also to the general forms of
behavior characterizing social relations within each category and
between one category and enother. While the organization of the
Tule Lake commnity was influenced by rapid changes during the first
year, the attitudes underlying the above-mentioned distinetions had
a persistence not affected by the superficial changes in the com-
mmnity. The fact that these distinections were persistent and funda-
mental seems to warrant their treatment as structural features of

social relationships.

A, TWO WORLDS: THE CAUCASIANS AND THE EVACUEES
The Discrimination of Evacuation

Setting aside the question of the justification of evacuation,
the evacuation was discriminating in that a difference of tréatment

was accorded the people of Japanese ancestry by contrast with that
accorded all other peoples of the country. At the projects it was

a quéstion of the utmost importance as to whether this discrimination
resulted from a real danger of having the people of Japanese ancestry
remain on the Pacific Coast and was therefore based upon military
necessity, or whether the discrimination was'based upon racial pre-
Judice. No final and conclusive answer to the question could be
given. But as far as the evacuees were concerned, the overwhelminé
majority was convinced that the evacuetion had 6ecurred, not in
response to any real military necessity, but rather because of the

prejudices and the economic greed of the majority people.

The nature of the evacuation gave substance to the view that
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the evacuation of the Japanese was based upon racial considerations.
The one fact above all others which tended to emphasize this fact
upon the evacuees was that the people of Japanese ancestry, and
they alone, were evacuated. At the Hearings of the Tolan Committee
the view was abundantly expressed that most Issei and Nisei were
probably loyal to the United States, but it was the inability to
tell the loyal from the disloyal which was declared to be the major
reason for the necessity of total evacuation. ;For instance, Gover-
nor Olson of California declared at the Hearings:
. o First, let me say, the distinction between the Japanese

and the Ttalian end German is the difficulty of telling who

is who among the Jap nese, I think they realize that., I.

don't believe that difficulty exists among the Germans and

Itelians.l/

It was on the ground that, "We cannot doubt, and everyone is

agreed, that the mafbrity of Japanese citizens and aliens are loyal

to this country. But the innocent ten in this time of war will
perforce suffer for the guilty one,“g/ that the evacuation was jus-
tified by the Tolan Committee. On the other hand, the same Com-
mittee recommended that, "They (a hearing board) should examine all
cases of German and Italian aliens on an individual basis."3/ At
the time persons of Japanese ancestry were evacuated, however, it
was understood that the evacuation of German and Italian aliens
would follow.4/ The anticipated movement of the latter groups
never occurred, but since no specific announcement was made that
the evacuation of German and Italian§ aliens would not occur, it

was only gradually that the Japanese evacuees hecame aware that

1/ Tolan Committee Hearings, Fourth Interim Report, p. 141.
2/ Tolan Committee Hearings, Preliminary Reports and Recom-
mendations, p. 15.

Ibid., p. 23.
é__,
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they had been selected for speclal treatment. The main protests

of the evacuees was against the principle of evacuation, for they
were concerned with their personal situation and not with whether
or not the Germen and Italisn aliens would share their plight, but
the realization thet the latter were not to be evacuated increased :
the féeling that the Japanese had been duped and that they were
being subjected to racial persecution. The logic of the evacuees'

thinking mlght be summarized as follows: German and Italian aliens

were in the same situation internationally as the iﬁpanese; the for-

mer were not evacuated and only the Japanese were subjected to such
treatment:; therefore, since the only difference between the former
and the latter was a racial one, the badic consideration underlying
the evacuation must have been racial.

The citizens of Japanese ancestry were especially disturbed
at the knowledge that they had been evacuated despite their citizen-
ship, whereas aliens of German and Italian ancestry were able to
escape evacuation. One Nisei who jdentified himself closely with
America but who was somewhat embittered over the evacuation and
nad sought to analyze the circumstances leading to it remarked:

It doesn't make sense to me. Here we're citizens of
the United States and are supposed to have the rights of ci-
tizenship, but the Army tells us that for reasons of military
necessity wexe have to.be evacuated so they move us out. Butb
now it seems that German and Italian allens who as "enemy aliens"
have no rights under the Government are exempt from evacuation.
As far as that goes, I don't see any reason why the Issei should
have been evacuated either. There hasn't been a gsingle known
case of sabotage from among the Japeanese, only rumors, but it's
only the rumors which are written up and their denials are writ-
ten up in some small item placed in an inconspicuous part of
the newspaper. From the standpoint of danger to national de-
fense, I'm sure the Germans are far more dangerous than the
Japanese could ever hope to be. It's known that they have a
most efficigpt espionage system., The Japanese couldn't hope
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to have a spy system like the Germsns. Because they're dif-
ferent racially, if a Japanese spy did anything the least bit
guspicious, he'd immediately be spotted. And look at how active
the German Bunds have been in this country. Meny of them have
been openly pro-Nazi. Perhaps the Government would claim that
the danger of having German aliens on the Pacifie Coast wasn't
so great, but the danger on the Atlantic Coast is certainly

no different than out here. Using the same argument that was
used on the Japanese, the Germens on the Atlantlc Coast would
have had to be evacuated., I'm not saying that the German and
Italian aliens should have been evacuated, but the Japanese
aliens should have been given the same consideration. And as
far s the citizens go, it certainly doesn't meke sense that
we aren't gilven as much consideration as aliens.l/

At a conference of Caucasians and evacuees'to discuss the pos-
sibilities of education at the Tule Lake Projeet for hish school
and grade school children, those present were asked to voice their
opinions on what they considered should be the objectives of such
‘educatioh. While older representatives of the two groups dwelt on
the desirability of a practical education correlated with the cir-
cuﬁstances of the local commnity, or emphasized the need for a
general liberal education, one young Nisei girl who had made a bril-
liant record as a student‘at the University of California raised the

issue:

I believe I am the youngest person here and I feel I have
nothing to offer after listening to those of you Who are more
mature. But there is one thing I am sure the students here
would like to know and which I fe#l should be clarified for
them. That is' concerning the meaning of evacuation, of what -
it was that brought the evacuation about.2/

Her remarks were followed by a round of approving applause and
expressions of surprise as if the audience had been jolted into an
awareness of a problem that was so close to them that they had over-
looked its significance as an element in education. 1t was general-

ly the" intellectuals" among the evacuees who gave serious thought

1/ Miyemoto Notes, July 17, 1942,
2/ Miyamoto Notes, July 24, 1942.
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to an anlysis of the reasons behind the evacuation, and it was these
spokesmen who presented to the evacuees the more refined discussions
of the influence of vested interest groups and political pressure
groups as significant influences behind the evacuation.;/ While

the accounts of the-reasons for evacuation given by the masses of

the people were less sophisticated, the noteable point was that

they rejected the Army's explanation in terms of "military necessity”,
which if accepted would have rendered the evacustion a purely prac-
tical issue and not a moral one., The most generally accepted ex-
plenations of the evacuation were: (1) the greedy desire of the ma=-
joirty group to usurp control of the rich Japanese holdings in farm-
land and business: (2) the Japanese had been made a political foot-
ball for West Coast politicians desiring‘to strengthen'thgir posi-
tion by playing upon the prejudices of the people; (3) the prejudices
of General DeWitt caused the evacuation; and (4) the racial preju-
dice of the majority group, fanned into white heat by the rabble~
rousing press, influenced the authorities to take an irrational
decision.

To most evacuees, but especially to the Issel who frequently
reminisced about their experiences in America, the evacuation was
only the most recent and most outrageous expression of the long
history of anti-Japanese agitation on the Pacific Coast. The term,
nhainichi-mondai" (The Anti-Japanese Problem), which from time to
time had occupied a promiment place in The Japanese vernacular press
and community discussions, was again a much used word in commun ity

discussions, indicating the context within which discussions of the

1/ Miyamoto Notes, July 14, 1942,
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evacuation were placed. The historical reaction of the immigrant
Japanese to instances of anfi-Japanesa action has been one of very
strong resentment against the attitudes of white supremacy, and one
motivation behind their economic struggles in America has been the
aim of showing the white majority group that the Japanesa are cap-
able of advancing in spite of diserimination, that they are a group
to contend with as equals and not to be teated slightingly. Such
a background which has necessarily kept alive a strong race bonsciogg;‘

ness among the Japanese gave a predisposition to regard the evacu-

ation as the most convineing evidence of the racial antipathy of

the white men against the Japanese,

The evacuation thus had the effect of making the people of Ja=-
panese encestry more than ever 'ware of their racial distinection from
the white man. Since the one factor of their racial-national back-
ground, disregarding any other gualities og??ndividual members, con=-
demmed the entire group to confinement, and it was the white majori-
try group whiech had authorized the evacuation, the evacuees were
forcibly made to feel their racial-national distinctiveness. Also,
the conditions of the relocation center, that the "Japanese" were
behind barbed-wire fences on the inside, and the "Whites" were on
the outside, contributed to the feeling of a schism between the
twé'groups. As a note of caution it should be mentioned that_such.
feelings were not’ﬁﬁifbrmlyigg}q,throughout the project, although
it was rather widespread among the Iései, and that the attitudes
on the question were changeable depending upon the subject of dis-
ecussion,

There were several expressions of pro-Japanese sentiments
from Nisei who apparently had once thought themselves to be

good Americens. One fellow said, 'I always thought I was an
American in spite of what my parents said to me; but this
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evacuation proves that my parents were right--race is.ﬁore
important then citizenship." However, he ran into a barrage
of criticism from other students who were still pro-American.l/

The "Keto" and the "Japs"

The line of division between the Caucasians and the people of
Japanese ancestry 1is well defined by the two derogatory terms, "Jap"
and "Keto". To be sure bothlterms‘have'a common usage as abbrevi-
ations that implies no derogation, but reference is here made to
their emotionally toned usage for the hostilities aroused by the
evacuation tended to give to the terms, as used at the center, some-
thing more than a neutral value., It is needless to mention what
Ky "Jap" means in American parlance today, whether applied to the
people of Japan or to the evacuees in America, The term, "keto",
literally means a hairy foreigner, in other words, a white man,

The word, "ketd" or "ketd-jin", is compounded by adding the charac-
ter for "hairy" (ke) to the word, "t8-jin", meaning foreigner, but
which is also used to mean the Chinese. The confounding of foreigner
and Chineée is understandable when it is recalled that that Chinese
were the only foreigners known to the Japanese in early history,

and it needs to be added that the Chinese, not to mention all gor-
eignérs, were regarded as barbarians and inferior peoples by the
people of early Japan. This suggests that the word, "keto", has
always been used to denote a superiority of the Japanese over the

hairy foreigners. The proper terms for white am man and for for-

eigner corresponding to the vulgar terms are, respectively, "haku-
jin" (1lit., white man) and "gaikoku-jin" (1it., out lands people).

The evacuee references to the keto, therefore, implied an at-
1/ Shibutani Journal, July 30, 1942,
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titude of contempt and also of hostility toward the majority group.
Before the war it was as common to hear among the Issei and Kibeil
the use of hakujin as the more vulgar term keto, but at the center
there was almost a studied avoidence of the more polite form in the
conversations of the bulk of the Japanese apeakiﬁg population. ZEven
with the Nisei among whom there was relatively limited use of the
word keto prior to the evacuation, there was a notable increase in
jts usage at the center,

Because of their confinement at the center, the evacuees hgd
for the most part only limited contacts with Caucasians other than
those serving in administrative or teaching positioné at the pro-

the limitations upon
jeect. Despite/any direct contact between the evacuees and the ma-
jority group from which they were isolated, there existed a very
real relationship between them maintainedrby newspapers and other
means of commnication. The tendency was to interpret any publicity
about the evacuees or the centers as either favorable or unfavorable
--there were seldom aﬁy neutral reactions--and it was particularly
to the unfavorsble articles that the evacuees responded most strong-
ly. Because the Tule Lake Project was within the State of Califor-
nia and news of the sentiments in that region 6oﬁstant1y filtered
into the center, the people at Tule Lake, as at Mhnzénar, were par-
tieularly sensitive to the anti-Japanese activity of certain groups
and individuals engaged in campaigns against the evacuees, The sen-
sitivity of the evecuees to the unfavorable publicity is reflected
in their demands at the time of the registration and of the 0.W.I.
incident in September 1942 for more government control over antago-
nistic publicity if the evacuees were being asked‘to cooperate with

W.R.A, programs. One of the several questions reised at the time
of '
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. of registration was:

If the Japanese American citizens weee to seacrifice their
life in the armed forces, why doesn't the Government teke steps
to stop efme of these propagends movies of the articles in the
newspapers about the Niseis being seboteurs and spies.l/
Similarly,

Another thing I'd like to know is, when are the newspapers
and magazines going to stop printing adverse accounts of the
Japanese, The Government cen control these newspapers and mag-
zines, and yet they permit them to continue.2/

A matter'of significant concern té ﬁhe evacuees was the repeat-
ed attempts of anti-Japanese q?ganizations of California and Congres-
gsional representatives from the West Coast ;o deprive the American-
born Japanese of their citizenship, deport all aliens of Japanese
ancestry as well as the dual citizens to Japan after thé war, and
other measures similarly designed to restrict the rights of citizens
and aliens of Japaﬁjgse ancestry. This discussion reached its height
at Tule Lake in late September 1942 when Walter Tsukamoto reported -
the passage of a bill in Congress depriving the Nisei of their citi-
zenship, a rumor bésed upon a report in the A.C.L.U. news organ which
was later proved to be incorrect.®/ Similar resolutions and bills
appearing in the Pacific Coast state legislatures or in the national
Congress were reported from time to time in the newspapers reaching
the Tule Lake Project, and while the passive reaction of the Nisei
at the project to these threats were.such as to call forth severe .

editorial rebukes in the Tulean Dispatch4/, there was a general aware-

1/ Minutes of Speéial Council Meeting, Feb. 12, 1943.
2/ Miyamoto Notes, Feb. 15, 1943. ‘
3/ See Tule Lake Report, Chap. VI, Part I, pp.

4/ Tuleen Dispatch, October 9, 1942, p. 2.
Tulean spatch, October 26, 1942, p. 2.
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ness that this threet existed. The evacuees were generally unaware
of the specific nature of the bills and legal suits for the disen-
franchisement of the Nisei, but were aware that "they're trying to
take our citizenship eway from us," and were indignant at these at-
tempts, News items like the following left mo doubt that the bills,
suits, and resolutions, though often written to include the disen-
franchisement of groups other than those of Japanese encestry, were
gspecifically aimed at the latter.
. ONLY WHITES AS CITIZEMS, WEBB URGES

Suit of the Native Sons of the Golden West to disenfran-
chise native-born Japanese brought the argument from U.S. Webb,
former Attorney General, that the Declaration of Independence
was written "for and by white people.™

Only persons born of the white race he argued before Fed-
eral Judge A. F, St. Sure yesterday should be eligible for
citizenship. Although he excepted the Negroes, he said that
Hottentots, Jepanese, Chinese and inhabitants of the Pacific
Islands should be barred. Congress "could and should in a fort-
night 'citizenize' the Chinese,"” he added.

Under his interpretation of what the law should be, Chinese
would be excluded and a special congressional act would be ne=-
cessary to enfranchise them.l/

The comment of & Nisei college graduate to this item was:

T see that old race-baiter 'United States' Webb is at it
again. The guy must be illiterate. What are Hottentots ir
they're not Negroes? Gawd, he certainly mist have strained
himself in deciding that the Chinese should be 'citizenized;’
that was quite a consession.2/

A more constant news publicity about the centers was the accu-
sation of West Coast Semnators and Congressmen that the W.R.A. was
pampering and coddling the evacuees. Statements of this kind were

infuristing to the evacuees who felt that far from being pampered

1/ San Francisco Chronicle, June 27, 1942,

2/ Miyamoto Notes, June 27, 1942,
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they were being fogped to accept hardships under which any other
group of people would rebel. Typical of the kinds of argument pre-
sented in the news to which the evacuees objected is this:

Chairman Reynolds (D., N.C.) of the Senate Military Af-
fairs Committee announeed ﬁoday a plan to restore Army control
over Japan ese relocation camps to halt what he called "pamper-
ing" and enti-Americen demonstrations in these colonies.

Senator Wallgren (D., Wash.) confirmed that he would in-
troduce & resgolution for transfer of supervision over the camps
back to the Army from the War Relocation Authority.....When
thousends of Japanese were first settled in 10 colonies in

vaerious B&ates, Senator Wallgren told reporters, the super-
vision "operated fine under the Army".

Later the camps were taken from A control and turned
over to the WRA, which, Senator Johnson (D., Cold.) deseribed,
as "one of those social experimental agencies." Johnson and
other West Coast Senators said the Japaense were"being pamper-
ed" and that there were reports of riotous demonstrations in

some of the colonies against the United States, particularly
on the anniversary of Pearl Harbor.l/

To the evacuees who felt they ha??ggre than their share of
sadrifioes, the repeated suggestions that they were being coddled
by the W.R.A. was extremely ironical and embittering. When it was
learned that Senator Wallgren would visit the Tule Lake Center in
ﬁé;;y 1943 for an investigatory tour, one Nisel remarked with
malicious humor, "I hope he stays a few days. We can‘put him up
fine right in our bachelor's quarter. It won't be any trouble
squeezing in an extra cot, and I'd be glad to lend him some oB
my bedding. To show him our hospitality we'll even take him to
our mess hall and he can dine on the 'slop suey'. As a profession-
al men, I guess he should be paid $19 a month, too. If he stayed
here for a while he'd get a real inside picture and maybe find out

about all the subversive activity. I guess I'll go homégnd write

him a nice invitation tobunk with us at 5507-A."2/

1/ San Francisco Chronicle, Jan., 15, 1943.
2/ Miyamoto Notes, March 16, 1943.
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In a similar vein though less sarcasticelly an editorial in

the Tulean Dispatch expressed the hope that eritiecs of the W.R.A.
!

and the claimants that the evacuees were being "pampered" might
see at first hand the l1ife within the relocation centers. The
editorial bearing the title, "Now You Know, Senétor," declared:

Last week Senator Wallgren, who created quite a stir
among the evacuees when he proposed that Relocation Centers
be returned to Army jurisdietion because evacuees were being
coddled, droppéd in unexpectedly here.

Very few people knew of his presence. During his brief
stay here he covered as much of camp life as possible., It
was reported that he talked with several of the camp resddents.

We do not know whether he visited any of the apartments
or ate in any of the commmnity mess halls, Neither do we know
whether he was enlightened by what he saw here. Only when he
returns to Washington will we know what his reactions to camp
life conditions has been. ‘

We can, however, be sure of this., Now that he has seen
some of the conditions under which evacuees are living by com-
ing into actual contact with them; now that he has actually,
figuratively, speaking, brushed shoulders with evacuees, his fu-
ture utterances or actions will be based on first hand know-
ledge and mot on hearsay.

Men who sit in the high seat of the government thousands
of miles away from Relocation Centers, and rant and rave and
meke accusations may have newver come into contact with Japan-
ese-Americans.

: We doubt if the distinguished Sensétor Rankin and Jackson,
the latter who recently made a statement in Congress attacking
the Japanese in this country, have ever tried to get a first-
hand knowledge of the Japanese-Americans, or have ever seen
or talked with one.

Conclusions should be drawn. after fair and impartial
study based on facts. That is a democratic way of doing

things.1l/
It was rather sanguine of the editorialist to assume that

the one day visitoy of the Senator would give him a "first-hand

knowledge" of center 1ife, but the editorial does express the

1/ Tuleen Dispatch, March 23, 1943, p. 2.
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belief of the evacuees that if their critics were themselves requir-

ed to experience center life they would be more understandiﬁg. Even

those articles written by persons who had inspected centers and
presumably wrote with sympathetic intent were often condemmed for
the superficiality of their observations., One such article which
evoked in the evacuees a sense of futility about having Caucasians
understand the evacuee point of view was a half-page, illustrated,
human interest story written by Maureen Q'Brien, Contract Bridge
-Editor,of the San Francisco Chronicle, which was entitled, "BRIDGE
HAS INVADED REALM OF THE ASSEMBLY CENTER, A Report on Tanforan,"
which presumed d@e describe& that assembly center, Almost half of
the article dwelt on the interest in bridge among the evacuees at
the center, and the remainder to a pleasant picture of an interest-
.@1
ing recreational, education’ and social 1life, The tone was set by
the paragraph:

A newspaperman who visited the center a couple of months
ago had warned us when we told him we were making the trip and
hoped to be permitted to go into the center proper, that we'd
be very depressed, Well, we weren't depressed at all, In
fact we're darn proud to belong to a country that can do such
a swell job of building morale and laying a foundation for
the future., For to our notion, that's just what the WCCA is
doing, at least in the one center we've looked at.l/

A Nisei who had been at Tanforan remarked upon reading the
article, "Jeez, what a lot of sentimental boloney," and proceeded
to deseribe Tanforan as he knew it, a sordid account of cleaning
out manure from the horse sheds where they slept, of crowded and
inadequate latrine facilities, and of the stupid regulations im=-
posed by the bigoted camp manager. In the "Safety Valve" (Letters

to the Editor) columm of the same paper, two letters appeared depre-

1/ San Francisco Chronicle, August 16, 1942,

2/ Miyamoto Notes, August 17, 1942,
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cating the superficial and rosy picture of Tanforan presented by
Miss O'Brien, one of which was from a Nigei girl, Masako Tabuchi,

aﬁ the Stockton Assembly Center who described assembly center life
as she saw it and ended with the statement, "If people are to be
penalized for accidents of birth, then I em a stranger to the ideals
of democracy to whioh_I had been exposed all these 22 years."1l/

Two other letters then followed replying to Miss Tabuchi. They
are worth reproducing since they represent the type of attitudes

in the Caucasians which most irritated the evacuees.

Editor The Chronicle--Sir:

I have read the letter by Miss
Magsako Tabuchi and would say to
her: You canfiot get away from
the "accident of birth" as long
as you are in a mortal world,
be your country a democracy or
otherwise,

It's a fine idea to "count
your blessings" and to remember
the things you mention as suffer-
ings are only a small part of
those hardships embraced gladly
by the pioneers of this country.

Editor The Chronicle--Sir:
After reading Miss Masaka La-
buchi's letter in the Safety
Valve, September 1, my blood
boils, As far as any Japanese
birth being an aeccident, it was
not; it was an order from Ja-
pan., I wonder how many persons
of American blood in Japan are
indulging in dances, card par-
ties, baseball, basketball? I
wonder what kind of educational
and recreational facilities the
Japs provide for our boys?

Be thankful you are not "by ac-’
cident of birth" one of those
devoted white missionaries who
suffered the water cure at the
hands of the Japanese.

Palo Alto Dora N. Crosby

Sonoma M. Soley 2/

The smug attitude of the first letter implying that the evacuees
were receiving more than they deserved, and the racially prejudiced
attitude of the second letter which categorically classed all per-
sons of Japanese ancestry as a "Jap" were equally offensive to the

‘ and articles
Nisei. The Nisei's answer to these and other similar letters/which
appeared from time to time ¥in the daily newspapers was that they
were not comparsble to prisoners of war or foreigners in Japan who

had no intent of settling there. They were, after all, citizens of

1/ San Francisco Chronicle, "Safety Valve," Sept. 1, 1942,
2/ Ibid., Sept. 5, 1942,
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the United States trained and brought up in American ways and ideals,
and it was unreasonable to compare their treatment with that of
the people in internment camps in Japan. The same could be said
of the Issei, who were settlers in this country and were not citi-
zens only because they were restricted from naturalization. The
Nisei claim was that as citizens they deserved better than they re-
ceived, As for the Issei, their argument was, "What sabotage could
we commit? If we 4sed- tried to do anything ;ubversive, we would
readily be discovered. If we had been left on our farms, right now
we would be producing for the war effort instead of idling here In
camp. Ag it is, the taxpayers are bearing an unnecessary burden
of expense feeding, housing and guarding us. The keto are fools.ﬁl/
The several matrbpolitan newspapers sold on the project news
stands had a fairly wide circulation among both the Issei and Nisei,
and the Issei who could not read English had access to Japanese ver=-
nacular newspapers which repﬁgducei most of the important articles
bearing on the evacuees appearing in the American papers. Whether
or not the evacuees were informed about specifie articles énd enact-
ments against them, the majority were generally iqformed on the
sentiments being expressed. The claim of evacuee "coddling", for
instance, was widely known and resented in the project. This expres-
"sion aroused the indignation of the evaouees, in many respects, even
more then the news of litigations against the evacuees, To the evacu-
ees, nothing was more perceptibly a lie, a distortion of truth,than
the péépure of center life drawn by various writers for the news-

papers and magaiines., Nothing seemed to show more clearly the w%@e

1/ Miyamoto Notes, August 10, 1942,
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gap of understanding between the evacuees and the American publie,
and the futility of trying to explain the feelings of the evacuees
to that public, than the superficially sympathetic and the openly
hbstile accounts of the evacuees written by those who evidently had
little knowledge of the people about whom they wrote. The frequent
comment of evacueés was that they wished some of these Caucasians
could experience the same thing as themselves so that they might
have'a better appfeci&tion of the complaint of the evacuees. lLack-
ing such a possibility, the evacuees showed evidences of a desire
for retaliatory measures. When an announeement'appaared that Gover-

nor Olson (Cal.,) would ask General DeWitt for a delay of the Japan-

ese evacuation to permit the use of evacuees in harvesting crops

that faced losses amounting to tens of millions of dollars because
of labor shortage,l/ an Issei said with malicious glee, "®o now they
realize they can't get along without the Japanese farmers. I hope
they lose all their crops; it would serve them justly. I rather
wish they do come to ask us to work for them. It would give me

a lot of pleasure to tell them, 'Go to hell,'"2/

There were also articles appearing in magazines and newspapers
which were regarded as favorable to the evacuees, but their contents
were seldom as well remembered as the hostile ones. The latter car-
ried definite threats to the evacuees which could not be easily for-
gotten, such as the coddling accusation, disenfranchisement proposal,
plans for confiscating evacuee-owned cars, farm equipment and land,
deportation proposal, and accusations of subversive activitieg.

The favorable articles were read with the satisfaction of knowing
I/ San Francisco Chronicle, July 7, 1942,

2/ Miyamoto Notes, July 7, 1942.
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that there were Caucaslians defending the position of the evaouees;
but it was the arguments and accusations of the hostile group which
stuck in the minds of the evacuees. To these letters and articles,
some of the more articulate Nisel occasionally atiempted to write
replies and there were discusaionshampng them as to how they might
counteract and fight the hostility of the majority group. For the
most part, however, evacuees felt helpless to alter the sentiments
of the majority group, the feeling was that it was the‘responsibility
of the mejerity GCovernment to control the anti-Japanese agitation,
and their tactic was to oppose W.R.A. policiés“as the most direct
method of fighting for rights which were threatened by the majority
group attacks. The Packing Shed strike of late September 1942 when
a major protest of the workers was that they would not ship project
produce to the majority group which was seeking to ta%e away Niséi
citizenship, the opposition to the Oversea's Broadcast proposﬁl,
and the rebellion against the registration, all had elements of
protest against the unfavorable publicity about the evacuees in the

LY
American press.

The attitudes of the American public towards the evacuees had

an even mofe important bearing on the center life of the evacuees
because of the concern of the W.R.A. to maintain good public rela-
tions. The danger of an unfavorable public opinion resulted in |
the strict adherence of the W.R.A. to certain restrictive meaBures
to forestall criticisms of a too liberal policy, and the threat
was also used by the administration to control the evacuees'and

impose W.R.A. regulations upon them, Grodzins, for instance, has

shown that the low wage scales of the Work Corps, which proved a
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a serious source of discontent and low morale among the evacuees,
was in direct response to public hostility to the payment of "high"
wages to-evacuees.l/ In fact, the W.R.A, as a federal agency using .
public funds necessarily had to stress economy in its budget appro=-
priations,2/ and its unwillingness to provide anything but minimum

provisions of housing,
housine—provisions, lumber for furniture, administrative officers,

work ecuipment, end wéucational facilities mnst'be attributed at

least in part to this need for economy because of publie pressure,
While the broader policies of the W.R.A., were influenced by
the general public sentiment towards the evacuees, the policies
of the project administration were more influenced by the sentiments
of the local white population in the surrounding area of the center.
One of the major complaints of the local people in Tulelake and
Klameth Falls was thet the evacuees at the Project were being given
free access to foods not available to people on the outside. In
fact, the shortages in these towns were claimed to result from the
withdrawal of local auppiies for use at the Project, -Mr., _. ., Web=-
ster who was assigned as & special agent of the W.R.A. to investi-
gate some of these complaints, inguired in a discussion with Mr,
Shirrell: '

The complaint is widespread that the evacuees are being
given excellent food, including the best cuts of meat, ham and
bacon while the seme types and gquality of food products are
either scarce or not obtainable in the local stopes. This com=-
plaint comes from Klamath Fells particularl

Mr, Shirrell replied in part:

This situetion in Klemath Falls I attempted to rundown
before. Constently the Sefeway Stores, through their clerks,
have informed the public in Klameth Falls and Lakeview and Al-
turas that the reason they were unable to get ham and bacon for
their customerg was that all of it was going to the project
at Tule Lake. Such statements from them are unwarranted, of
. course, ;

1/ @rodzins,"W.R.A. Administrative Policies",

2/ W.R.A, Tentative Policy Statement, May 29, 1942.
B Comteropce, —Lowretl F Liikansesr Aoy 2, (F22
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Other complaints from the local people listed by Mr. Webster

included charges of: Japanese outside project boudnaries without

a white escort, 1llegﬂg hunting by evacuees on the game preserve,

excessive wastage of food, ice, and tires, government losses due
to demurrage charges resulting from inefficient manegement, with-
drawal of teacher supply from Californis and Oregon by their use
at the relocation ce@ter, evacuee strikes showing lax disecipline
of the administration, and contraband weapons in the hands of the
evacuees. Great numbers of letters were addressed by the local
white residents to the .W.R.A., Congressional representatives and
even the President, demending stricter controls over the project,
and they were generally referred back to the Tule Lake administra-
tion for review, ;

The steady flow of complaints from the surrounding population
as well the ever~present possibility that some investigating com-
mittee of the government might suddenly appear at the gates of the
project undoubtedly influenced the projeet administration in main-
taining vigilant surveillance against any practices which might sub-
ject the administration to criticism. One of the ma jor dbjeotions
to the farm strike of August 16 pointed out by the administration
was the dangerous effect it might have on public opinion. Speak-
ing before the City Counecil two days after the strike, Joe Hayes,
Agsistant Project Director, commented:

Suppose the militia had come out and fired a few rounds
of shots to disperse the strikers; some people would have been
killed and many others would have been wounded. There would
have been hell to pay. The thing would have gotten fnto the
news just as the trouble down at Sante Anita did. The news-
papers would have magnified the thing beyond reasonable pro-
portions., Do you know what I heard on one of my recent vigits

to Klamath? One woman ceme up to me and asked if it were true
that the reason beer is scarcer now in Klamath Falls than be-
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fore is that a lot 6f71t is being shipped into the project.
We have to be careful what we do here, for people on the out=-
gside are willing to believe any story that gets around about

the \project."l
Similarlyk when Mr. Newhall of the San Francisco Ghremeil

Chronicle was seheduled to arrive at Tule Lake to get a feature

atticle on the project, Mr. Shirrell!'s concern was that the construe-
tion strike was then taking place and some of the other distrubances
within the community were all too evidentﬁg/ Immediately after his
conference with Mr, Webster regardipg the complaints of the white
residents in the Jdocal area, Mr, Shirrell addressed a strong warn-
ing to the Issei meeting which he attended on the following day
describing the kinds of accuseations being made and pointing out the
danger to the evacuees of permitting any basis for such stories to
exist.3/

The main relationship of the evacuees with Caucasians was, of
course, with the appointed personnel administering the affairs of
the Tule Lake Project. Except for the few personal relations de-
veloped by the evacuees with individuel members of the appointed per-
_ sonnel, the tendency was to class them categorically with the larger
Caucasian population, to refer to them as the keto. The superordi-
nate-subordinate relationship of the Caucasians to the evacuees
was most keeﬁly felt by the latter in this situation, for every
evacuee, even thé best trained and the most experienced, was under
the administrative supervision of some Caucasian, and there was sel-
dom, if ever, a reversal of this relationship. A rather common at-
titude of the evacuees was that the keto administrators were a very

mediocre, inefficient group who were in their well-paying positions

1/ Miyamoto Notes, August 18, 1942,
%/ Miyamoto Notes, September 4, 1942,
3/ Miyemoto Notes, November 5, 1942,
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because of the wartime manpower shortage. The attitude of one of
the most capable Nisei on the project is deseribed as, "He felt that
these damm keto didn't know what they were @doing end the only reason ‘
they were nice was that they were paid to be so,“l/ but the same
opinion was held likewise by evacuees who themselves held no claim
to distinction.

The feeling that their work and their lives were being regulat-
ed by keto who were inferio: to themselves was particularly wide-
spread in those occupational groups where the evacuees mh had gain-
ed some recognition prior to evacuation, for example, in agriculture.
Many farmers from nothern California clﬁimed to have had previous
knewledge of their farm supervisor at the Project, 8. R. Kallam,
and they spoke with Bontempt of his series‘of failures as a farmer
prior to the war., The comments of some of the farmers working un-
der him during thé first season at Tule Lake reveal a low opinion
of his ability, and there was scarcely any variation of this view,

CommaPts were being made that water is needed in this patech or

or téht. These farmers knew where water was needed, 'These

keto wait to irrigate all the fields at once instead of doing
one field at a time., These keto do the culverts and ditches
without testing for elevation. They're surprised when the

water doesn't run up hill.,' The ditch gates would be placed

at a point lower than the rest of the field where it was in-
effective.2/

Kallam goes ahead planting without getting the irrigation pre-
pared. The cabbages and onions are practically all burnt be=-
cause they didn't have the water ready at the time of planting.
These shoots should have come right up if they'd been watered
right after planting, but Kallam doesn't plan for those things.

Kallam did not come out to the field today. He is very unpopu-
lar among the farmers nowadays. They wish he were out of here.
Most of the foremen agree that Kallam is the downfall of the
whole farm, and that he doesn't know how to farm anything but .
sugar beets and barley. Someone put up a turnip shaped like

a nude and wrote a tag on it saying, "This is Kallam," and

1/ Shibutani Notes, July 7, 1942,
2/ Negima Notes, July 17, 1942.
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nailed it on the wall, Remained there all day.2/

Farmers blame Kallam for not being prepared beforehand to har-

vest the erops. He should have peen prepared with shook nails,

sacks, trucks, etec, They say that everything is left until
the last minute.2/ |

Since the position of the evacuee farmers did not permit them
to compete with Kallam for the supervisory office, there was no
violent feeling of envy about his superior position. In fact, most
of the farmers that for their $16 or $19 per month wage, it was
useless to assume responsibilities or to work hardQ On the other
hend, they took a certain pfide in their knowledge and experience
at farming, end they disliked working under ineffectiwe conditions.
The eriticism of the farmers was not limited to Kallam, of course,
but was directed at all the Caucasian personnel connected with the
farm enterprise.

In the medical field there was a similar feeling among the
evacuee physicians that their Chief Medicel Officers were but me-
diocre medical practitioners less capable than most of the evacuee
doctors. One evacuee doctor who had received his training at one ‘
of the best medical schools in the country and had received special-
ized training at a well-known hospital in the Mid-West, commented
on Dr. A, B. Carson, Chief Medical Officer, by saying:

He's all right. But the trouble is, so many of the Ja=-
panese doctors are superior to him in medicel#fknowledge. Some
of them have had more training and more experience. It's

hard for a man in his position to command the respect of the
doctors under him,3/ |

The same view is expressqg even more pointedly in a letter
sent by Drs. Hashiba, Baba and Yoshiye Togasaki to Dr. G. W. Carlyle
1/ Hisatomi Notes, September 2, 1942,
2/ Hisatomi Notes, September 3, 1942.
' 3/ Miyamoto Notes, June 23, 1942,
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Thompson of the Regional W,R.A. Office.

We find that the War Relocation Authority considers the
Japanese physician incapable of handling the medical situation
of these projects and has placed, in our opinion, less than
mediocre Caucasian physicians and nurses in charge of the me-
dical ses-up. Under these conditions the War Relocation Au-
thority has repudiated the responsibility of the Japanese
physicians to his race.l/

As Billigmeier states, "In general it may be sald that to the
evacuee physicians racial discrimination and professional pride
have become closely associated."g/ This was certalnly the case
with Dr. Hajime Ueyama, who was considered one of the best evacuee
doctors from the Ba¥%y Region, and of whom it was also said that
he was "allergic to Caucasians." Another Doctor elaborating on
this point remarked, : : ;

Dr. Ueyama is one of the bluntest fellows I've ever met.
He's absolutely tactless, and says whatever he thinks....

He's pretty rude to the Caucasian staff these days. He won't

even speak civilly to Miss Graham, the Head Nurse. Kot that

the Doctor is impolite, but that it's evident he dislikes Cau-
casiang from the way he behaves.3/ -

Even where professional training or an extended background of
experience were not involved, however, the feeling that the Cau-
cagian supervisors were not as competent as some of the evacuee
workers under_them not infrequently cropped up. The Nisei workers
in the project post office were supervised by a Mrs. Wallace, the
attractive wife of an army corporal stationed with the military po-
lice unit of the camp, who like the workers under her had no experi-
ence in postal service work and was felt by some of the older Nisei.
to.be too young for supervisory authority.

Considerable dissatisfaction has been expressed in the com=-
mmity as well as among the workers about the lack of adequate
organizetion in the office. Work assignments have not been
mede properly, the Nisei workers are too young in many instances

to recognize the responsgibility of their position, packages ;
have been lost and even stolen, but Mrs, Wallace fails to impoae

17 Supplement to minutes, Japanese Amerjican izens Leagus,
Special Eé@rgggoy'ﬂational Conference, Nov.ATb-%i, lgi&ﬁi °ttg£a ahki
written principally by Dr. Togasaki, gigned by Drs. Hashiba,




_g/ Billigmeier Report, "Health Section,™ p. 6.

3/ Miyemoto Notes, "Iki-Harada Case,"” Sept. 17, 1942,
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striet regulations within the office so that such mishaps would
not recur, Recognizing that there 1s a lack of trained person-
nel among the Nisel to operate the post office efficiently, the
situation is not imporved by placing in a supervisory capacity
a woman who is herself too young to appreciate the responsi-
bility of her position. According to an older Nisel woman who
spent several months working at the post office as the inform-
al head of the Nisel workers, Mrs, Wallace still likes to have
a good time herself and henceﬁis not striet when the young
Nisei workers get out of hand "at the post office. She is an
expert jitter-bugger and frequently is absent on Monday morn-
ings following over-exertion during the week end, and has only
gradually come to an awareness of the responsibility involved

in hendling other people's mail, The disorganization in the
post office appears to become more and more acute, and the expec-
tation is thet the Christmas rush will snow under the delivery
department of the post office, A few of the older girls workimg
there now look with despair upon the situation, and declare
among themselves that one capable Nisei with organizational
ability could do much to improve the circumstance. Recently,
when the City Council asked lirs, Wallace to appear at its
meeting,to answer questions about the condition of the post
office, Mr. Shirrell informed her that she need not appear=m
since he had not been previously informed of the Council's ac=-
tion. About the same time she received an increase in pay.

Some of the Niseli workers who have been exerting themselves

in the effort to keep some order within the confusion are a
1ittle upset to think that Mrs., Wallace has had her pay increas-
ed E;spite her inability to organize the post office efficient-
ly.1l

The conditions of the relocation center undoubtedly contributed

greatly to the evacuee dissatisfaction with their supertisors. The
/under wartime handicaps /
problem of organizing an entirely new commun ity /wag of such magni-

tude that it required exceptional ability on the part of the adminis- -
trators to avoid errors end criticism. The general discontent of

the evacuees laid a foundation of recalcitrance among the evacuees
with whieh the Caucasian supervisors had to contend, but any disor-
ganization or inefficieney resulting from the evacuee workers' lack

of interest in their work was likely to be blamed as the respoasi-

bility of the appointed personnel. However, the dissatisfaction also

1/ Miyamoto Report, Preliminary Report on Tule Lake, "Social
Structure of the Community," pp. 18-19e¢ -
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had its basis in the automatic assignmemt of Caucasians over evacuees;

for since this was not an arrangement voluntarily entered upon by

the latter, there was the ready tendency to speak of what the situ-

ation would be if the evacuees themselves had organized it., It is
worthy of note that the appointed personnel least criticized were
those most willing to consult the evacuees on administrative plans,
including men like Fleming, Elbergon and Jacoby, while the reverse
was true in the case of those who were coﬁsidered diotatérial and
lacking in respect for evacuee ability, as in the instances of Dr,
Pedicord, Mr., Hayes, and dMr. Peck.

The difference in class level of the administrators and the
evacuees was further emphasized by their difference in income., One
bookkeeper in the finance accounting section was constantly demoral-
ized by the fact that in the books which she kept, young Caucasianxz
truck drivers were listed as receiving $80 per week while profes-
sional evacuees received at most $19 per month., One of the major
reasons for resentment leading to the construction ecrew strike of
September 1942 was that evacuee workers receiving $16 per month
were not only asked to work beside Caucasian workers getting as
mich pay in a single day, but that Christenson, the foreman, kept
‘driving the evacuees to work as hard as the Cuacasians and finally
announced that he would raplagg}it;fthe evacuee carpenters with
a few Caucasians who would do the job. The claim of the evacuees
was that they would any day work as hard as the Caucasians if they
received the same pay, and resented the slur upon their industry
considering the absence of incentives to work.B/ Their resentment

1/ BMule Lake Report, Chapter V, p. 115,
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was most apparent when the evacuee worker§ put in his full eight-
hour day, made an effort to work efficiently, and then was not ap-
preciated by the supervisor. A Nisei stenographer complained of
her "employer":

Mr. Jones makes me mad, He kept me working until 8:30
yesterday evening just because he changed his mind about a
letter he was writing, I copied the thing five times. .Then
he complains that we're not willing to work hard enough and
‘says all the Caucasian staff are working even on week-ends
to keep the project going. What does he expect from us when
we get only $16 a month.l/

Because of the low wages, confinement and'other undesirable
cireumstances which the evacuees had suffered in the evacuation,
there existed among them a strong belief in their right to demand
of the Government that varioﬁs concessions be made to them. A
rather common opinion was that the evacuees should get everything
possible Paid for by the Government, and on one oceasion a Council=-
man seriously proposed that since hair-cuts were a necessitf the
W.R.A. should arrange for free barber service.2/ Although the Ja-
panese were well known in public welfare offices of the Pacific
Coast for their extreme sensitivity and resistance to receiving
neharity ", at the project,welfare workers often commented on the
number of people who came to them demanding public assistance grants
with an éiﬁ%ent attitide that it was owed to them. To say that the
Government owed them a living, however, was to say that the keto
owed them a living; the two were indistinguishable. Thus, it may
be seid that £rom the evacuee point of view their relation to the
Caucasians was that of a creditor to debtor, and as creditors they
hed every right to make demends upon those who owed them for their

losses, Something of the same idea is expressed where an Issel

remaﬂged, "Look at these mafket prices on vegetables (pointing to

1/ Miyamoto Notes, Aug. 7, 1942,
2/ Miyamoto Notes: Aug. Bé, 1942,
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price quotations in the newspaper). We would be making big money

now if we were farming on the outside; pnough to see us through

our old age," for what they could have earmed if they had not been
evacuated was included by the evacuees among the debts to be paid
by the society which had ev deprived them of their opportunities.
The separation of the Caucasians and evacuees at Tule Lake
wes physically represented by the spatial separation of their
respecitve residential areas, and for a brief time during the win-
ter of 1942, this physicel separation was made complete by the con-
struction of & barbed-wire fence between the two areas.l/ To speak
of the Tule Lake Center as a single community is, accurately speak=-
ing, not correct, edthough-=the—svasuee for there were two communi-r
ties, of the evacuees and of the appointed personnel, each living
in large part distinet socisl lives; The usage of referring to
the evacuee commmnity as the Tule Lake community has been followed
because it was overwhelmingly the larger and, in the present study,
the more significant, while the Caucasian community existed only
in rudimentary form, but there was in the latter a distinct social
1ife. A limited group of Nisei and Caucesians with common interests
sought each other out, but in general there was little mixing be=-
tween them except during the working day when the‘two groups met
in the offices end in the field to undertake their joint business.
Several Caucasians voiced the view, and others undoubtedly felt,
that they had no desire to look at evacuees in the evenings after
working with them all day, and the evacuees in turn for the most

ﬁart were disinterested in even attempting to seek out Caucasian

1/ The fences were set up following repeated instances of

stealing from the warehouses and were guarded only in the evenings
to check evacuee loiterers in the warehouse area, But ggm@g%ica%ly
it represented a further separation of the Caucasians from the
evacuees, end it wes interpreted as such by many evacuees.

=gl
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association, Insofar as it was the business of the administrators
to know what was happening in the evacuee commmity, they had some
knowledge of the activities teking place therein, but there was
meaning of the

generally as little understanding of the/events and activities to
the evacuees, as the evacuees had for what went on among the Cau--
casians.

It shbuld be mentioned that a form of public relations work
was constantly maintained between the two groups. It was rather

common to find in the "society notices™ of the Tulean Dispatech

such items as, "Honored guests were Dr, and Mrs. A. B. Carson," at

a Nisei dence party, or, "Among those presént were Mr. and Mrs, Elmer L.
Shirrell, Mr, end Mrs., Frank Smith, Dr. and Mrs., Harold L. Jacoby,
etCee...” 8t one of the Nisei weddings. The opening nights for the

two most prominent entertainments during the winter of 1942, the

"Cafe International Cabaret" and the “Littie Theater", were on both
occasions reserved for the administrative personnel.;/ In addition,
certain members w€ of the appointed personnel were very muich gought

by the Nisei as speakers at various functions, and there is no doubt

very often
that/e higher premium was placed upon Caucasian speakers than upon

those from the evacuee group. These were to be sure all Nisei fune-
tions, but the Issei too on rare occasions entertained members of
the administrative staff. The Appointed Personnel, especially the
teaching group, invited evacuees to dinner gnd into their homes

for visits. While these relations between the evacuees and the
Caucasians sometimes went far beyond anything that might be spoken
of as public relations work, the very fact of the smallness of the

aprointed personnel and their limitations of time and energy. édn

1l/(Tulean Dispatch, October 30, 1942, p. 1.

Tulean Dispatch, November 30, 1942, p. 1.
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forming personal acruaintances among the evacuees necessarilf made

many of these contacts formal. For the large bulk of evacuees

there was no social contact of any kind with the appointed personnel.
The barriers of relationship between the Caucasians and Issei

evacuees (and meny Kibei) were especially severe because of the

language handiceap. Except for a very small minority of the Issei

men (and en even smaller percentage of Issei women), the Issei were

unable to carry on anything like a normal conversation with a Cau-

cdﬁean, and although brief friendly interchanges or conversation on

routine business matters could generally be managed without diffi-
culty, where discussions hecame in any way complicated, as for in-
stance at political meetings, the assistence of an interpreter was
usually necessary. Related to the barriler of language, of course,
were all the gposs as well as subtle differences of thought and
‘behavior resulting from the differences of cultural and experien-
tial background between the Caucesians and the Issei and Kibei.
A\certain amount of misunderstanding between the Caucasians and
the evacuees was undoubtedly attirbutable to this language diffi-
cultx;/, and there were even efidences of a resistance among the
Issel to the use of Fnglish. One reason was their sensitivity
about their inability to understand it. At one meeting of Co-op
representatives where both Isseil and Nisei were gathered, the bulk
6f the discussion was cearried on in English.

There were about 30 present in the room. Niseis and Isseis
were about evenly divided. The meeting went on smoothly un-
til the end. Mr. Shirai got up and said that he had been ask-
ed by a few people to give the talk egain in Japanese and that
he would do it after the meeting was over. (Those who had un=-

derstood were permitted to leave.,) Then an Issei fellow with
a sour look called everyone's attention as they were getting

41/ During both the registration and the segregation programs,
misunderstanding by the Issei and Kibei of key terms in the discus-
siong because of a failure to have translations provided or an error
in translation, proved an important contributing #actor to the re-
sulting disturbances.
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up. He said that this wasn't a meeting just for Niseis, and
Japanese was as important as English. He thought that there
wasn't a Nisei who couldn't understand Japanese, therefore
everyone should remain behind to hear the lecture given in
Japanese. But Shirai calmed him down and said that those who
understood couldn't be forced to stay.l/

The evacuees not infrequently used language differences as a

mode of emphasizing their distinctiveness from the keto, and of

thus strengthening their idenitty as a group. At the farm strike

of August 1942, a Nisei who at the opening of a strike meeting made
a request over the public address system for light globes to illu-
minate the platform was hooted off the stage with cries of, "Nihongo
wo tsukae (Use Japanesel!)" and "Eigo wo tsukau mono ga aruka? Koko

wa nihon da zool (Who dares to use English? This is Japan herel)"2/

During tense conflicts between the evacuees and the administration,
as in the Overseas Broadcast and the registration issues, there was
a noticeable tendency towards an increased usage of Japanese even
among the Nisei, and when among & group of aroused Issei and Kibei,
the Nisei would studiously avoid English to prevent any suspicion
of seeking identity with the opposing element,

The few Caucasians on the Project who had spent years In Japan
and could speak Japanese had a diétinct advantage over the rest of
their group in approaching the Issei and Kibei. The Issei would
show undisguised pleasure to find that a Caucasien had taken the
trouble to learn the language and would comment on how well the
person spoke, The factors involved in the Issei's sense of differ-
ence from the Caucasians is rather well illustrated in the case of
Miss Helen Topping, one or.the.high schbol teachers who had spent

most of her life in Japan, had a good commsnd of Japanese, and made

1/ Sakoda Journal, Sept. 16, 1942,
2/ Tule Lake Report, Chap. V, p. 42.
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speciel efforts to identify herself with the evacuees. Miss Topping

was born in the South, bﬁt she and her parents went to Japan when
the latter were oriticized for their stand on the Negro, Her par-
ents remained in Japan, the father being buried there, and her mother
living unmolested in Tokyo. Miss Topping had become a disciplé

" of the Christien co-operative leader, Kagawa, and her obvious pur-
pose in Tule Lake was to promote this movement with all her religious
zeal, Féllowing one of her lectures on thé millenium of the Chris-
tian co=-operative g}ven in Japanese to an Issei audience, a lecture

\ American, Japanese and British
composed of a collection of bizarre references to/history, the Bible,

the class struggle, the cooperative movement, and the future of the
Nisei in America, an Iései arose during the questioning period to
say:

Your face is American, but I think you are Japanese, In
individual relations, Americans are tops. But when in groups
they tend to diseriminate against Japanese. I cannot under-
stand this. If Niseis remain behind and are discriminated
against, they will not be able to enter the American life, If
the' Americans will prepare themselves to accept the Japanese;
but aren't Americans afraid of Japanese who are too smart.
Americans recognize the progress of the Japanese people., If
the Japanese make progress in the Middle West, it won't be of
any use to go east. I would like to have a frank answer,1l/ -

This question needs to be set within the context of the state-
ménts which Miss Topping.was making, such as, "Everyone in America
wants to kake things easy...They spend their money and become poor
again, and hence cannot become civilized. The person who seeks the
simple 1life and tnan‘spends what he has for other people is the

(California)
specialty of the Japenese..... The Americans in Florin /are really
low down (katd). (Laughter throughout the room.,) It seems that
there are only theives in Florin (laughter again)."2/ Because of

1/ Sakoda Journal, Feb, 7, 1943.
2/ Ibid.
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these views liiss Topping was accused by the administration of hold-
and ing@ting ¥x pro-Japanese ideas, Yet, despite her language
qualification and her endeavors to identify herself with the evacuees
it was evident in the behavior of the people towaﬁﬁ her that she

was not regarded as "one of them."™ The people treated her more as

a guest within their midst,

The separation of the evacuees and Caucasians was clearly based
not only on racial but also political differences. The antagonism
was not merely -evaeuwees-the people of Japanese ancestry versue Cau-
casians,but also, in the case of the Issei and Kibei, pro-Japanésm
versus pro-Americanism. It is indeterminable as to the extent that
the evacuation promoted a pro-Japanese sentiment among the evacuees,
but of that promotion there can be no doubt. Racial and political
feelings, however, were so closely intertwined that it is impossible
to assess in what degree or in what way each contributed to the gap
between the evacuees and the Caucasians,

The result of all these conditions separating the evacuees from
Caucasians gave to each strong in-group feelings which constituted
the most certain evidence of their distinctiveness. Mr. Peck of
" the Mess Management Section who openly classed himself among the
"Jap Haters" of the appointed personnel and was one of those most
anxious to see the apprehension of evacuees stealing food from the
warehouses, complained when evacuee waitresses at the Personnel Mess
Hall turned the same accusation against the Caucasians: "It shows
that the Japanese are looking for something to bring against the
Caucasians. They never tell on each other."l/ During the disturbed
months in the Fall of 1942 when the edministration was convinced

that most of the @eouble was developing from a few "agitators" yho
1/ BIlligmeier Report, "Transportation and Supply,” p. 8.
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were bent on obstructing the success of the W.R.A. program, the
administration made serious efforts to gain information from some
of the trusted evacuees as to who these trouble-makers were:;/ Tﬁe
campaign met with little success, and there was even some tendency
to blame the so-called "loyal" evacuees who failed to beveal infor-
mation about the "disloyel”™ ones, During the mess hall trouble of
October 1942:
She (Mrs., Halle) said that there were just a few indlviduals

at fault and said that they would be removed. She asked me it

I knew of eny. I said "No," and she rpelied cynically, "Oh

so you won't talk either, huh? If some of our loyal Americans

would cooperate & little more we could run this camp decently.

As it is what more could We do?"2/

By the same token, the evacuee who would turn against his own
group by revealing the secrets of the community or by fawning upon
the Caucasians to seek favor were regarded as the most contemptible
of all persons., The two types, in fact, were indicated as loathe=-
some objects by the weasel words, "bootlicker" and "inu". The "boo:-
licker" or the "white-men's Jap" was thought to be a person who
either from fear or from a motive of seéking personal advantages
would refuse to protest the injustices inflicted by the Caucasians
and would render his approval of anything proposed by the Géueasi&ns.
They were the spineless accommodaters, the "Uncle Toms" of the Japan-
ese society, And the self seekers among them were‘thpught to use
this means of servilé flattery to gain favor in the eyes of the keto, .
use other evacuees as stepping stones to status, and thus rise to
positions of authority. For their poliey of "cooperation" with the
military authorities during evacuation, and the positions of authori-
ty which they thus directly or indirectly gained, the J+A.CoL. be=-

came one of the chief recipients of the name of "bootlickers".

y/
2/ Shibutani Journal, Sct. 13, 1942.




The term "bootlicker," however, is of course a relative one

for depending upon the intensity of a person's hatred for the keto
and cooperation e

there was variation as to the extent of contaet/with Caucasians
that would be considered bootlicking. Among some Issel who hated
the keto intensely, all the Nisei who w&rked in the administration
offices with the Caucasian supervisors were to be designated as
"bootlickers", and also as "inu"., But it is clear that the very
life of the community depended upon some degree of cooperation bhe-
tween the two groups and a certain amount of compromise of the op-
posing points of view. B

The fear and hostility towerds the inu was even more iﬁtense
and rabid. Something of the attitudes toward the inu is illustrat-
ed in the views revealed during the questioning of two Kibei who
were apprehended for an attempted beating upon Mr, Ohmura during
the registration erisis. The diséussioh was between Project Attormey

0'Brien and the two Kibei.

"Why did you go along with the other Kibei if you didn't know
the man?" the second Kibei was asked.

"Because they said he was an inu."

Yamamoto was asked the same question, to which he replied, "Well,
they were Kibei and I had to cooperate.”

"Because you are connected with the Black Dragon Society?"
Yamamoto denied this saying, "No, I just had to."
"Why?"

"Well, if he's an inu we just have to beat him,"

"What is an inu?"
"A dog--a spy or informer."
"Do you mean to tell me that if a person you don't know,, for

example, Mr, Carter, comes to you and tells you that I am an
inu you have to kill me?"
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"If I feel a man is an inu I'11l have to go along and beat him,"

"Why?"
"T would have to."

"This was constantly reiterated. Each time O'Brien spoke of
killing and Yamamoto of beating, ' :

Then O0'Brien asked, "Where did you comé from?"
"Stockton."

"Would you have done this in Stockton?"

"No," ‘ |

"Why would you do it here and not in Stockton?"
"It's different.”

"The reason why you would do 1t here is because the Issei tell
you this is a part of Japan,"

"No, it's not Japan, but its different from Stockton,™l/

The interview is not revealing primarily for the reason that
Ot*Brien was too étrongly pressing for an answer, but it tells iwm fhree
things, first, that the feeling against the inu is not easily ver-

the F.,B,1. arrests,
balized and, second, that it was the war,/the evacuation, and the

conditions of center life which provided the setting for the intense
/and, third, the accusation may be grounded on the merest suspicion,
hatred of the inu,/ Billigmeier also reports elsewhere, "Dr, Jacoby

heard the same spirit toward the inu. %It does something to me
here,®ca Kibei assérted, placing his hand against his chesf.“g/

The simplest explanation for the intense fear and hatred of the

inu (informer) is that he threatens the safety of any person who
communicates among his fellows the fundamental beliefs of his group,
without which communication the strength of the group's opposition

to the Caucasiasns would be completely sapped.
1/ Billigmeier, "Repistration Report," pp. 42-43,

8/ Ibia,; p. 45,
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There was a point et which an evacuee had to keep things from
a Caucasian, even one whom he thoroughly trusted and wes on the
friendliest terms, which he would not have to hide from another
evacuee. One such information was the names of the so-caliéd
"Trouble-makers" of the comhunity and their activities, for such
revelation to the Caucasians was the surest means of acquiring |
the inu label §for oneself. And for a large section of the com-
munity, inclusive of almost all the Issei and Kibei, there were
circumstances in which doubts were likely to be raised about the
sincerity of even the most trusted Caucaslien members of the adminis-
tration. ' ' '

The main purpose of the Cpucasian administrative staff was
to maintain a project fulfilling the policies set forth by the
W.R.A.,, of sustaining the evacuee population within its cbntrol,
economizing in the expenditure of public funds, producing market-

able goods both to reduce the operational cost of the project and

to keep the evacuees actively engaged in production toward the war_'

effort, end in general maintaining é smooth running and efficient
community. These policies, however, were not in conformity with
the interests of the evacuees who felt that food rations were in-
adequate, that wage incentives were lacking for productios effiv-
ciency, and that the minimum subsistence standards provided by the
W.R.A, in medical service, education, recreation and all other scti-
vities of the community were inadequate., Furthermore, there were

policies supported by the W.R.A,, such as the Overseas Broadcast

and the military service programs, with which the majority of evacuees -

were. in strong disagreement, While the appointed personnel showed

g
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varying degrees of sympathy for the evacuee point of view, and some

went far towards defending the evacuee pésition, the Caucasians in
the finel analysis saw W.R.A. policies from the administrator's
point of view as plans which somehow had to be carried into action.
Among the appointed personnel; for instance, there was no disagree-
ment as to the desirability of the registration for Nisei military
service and for general leave clearance, although there was disagree-
ment as to how thé program should be administered, but :ﬁiyevacuees
disagréed with the policy itself. The point of the difference is
most clearly made 5y indicating that for the bulk of evacuees their
fundamental demand was the réstoration of the conditions existing
prior to evacuation, while the administrators, even the most sympa-
thetic of them, were cognizant of the realities obstructing such im=-
mediate restoration and, in this sense, held that the evacuees should
accept the fact of evacuation.and rather make the most of W.R,A., ef=-
forts.

This basis of difference between the evacuees and the Caucasians
at the project is best illustrated in the case of men like Jacoby,
Elbérsqn, Bleming and Shirrell who %ere iegarded as the best friedds
of the evacuees among the administrators., Jacoby as Chief of Intern-
al Secuﬂ;ty neéessarily had to uncover as much inrormatieﬁ as pos-
sible about the "agitators" in the community and actively shought
to get such information, but from the stendpoint of the evacuees
such activity was inimical to the welfare of their community, Elber-
son, because of his outlook but also because of his position, was
committed to establishing a consumer cooperative on the project
and had the advantege of W.R.A. support in this program, but at
least in the initial phase of the Co-op prorgaﬁ, Elberson was working
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in opposition to the desires of the evacuees who were suspicious

of the cooperative. It is far from certain,that the evacuees, left
to themselves, would have chosen ‘the consumer cooperative as the
form of organization for their eenteens. Information known to the
administrators was often withheld from the evacuees for various
reasons, and however sound the reasons, such withholding was de
facto recognition of the difference between the administrators and
the evacuees. For example, in circulating the'"War Relocation Au-.
thority Tentative Policy Statement" in June 1942, Fryer wrote in

an attached memorandum: "Since the statement is as yet tentative, its
circulation should probably be limited to employees of the War Re-
location Authority and cooperating agencies.ﬂl/ Mr. Fryer may have
been more concerned to keep the statement out of the hands of anti-
Japanese organizations on the outside than of the evacuees, and, as
for the evacuees, it may have been just as well that the tentative
policies were not widely publiciie& before them. Nevertheless, this
memo’ as well as other confidential and secret correspondence circu-
lated enly among the W.R.A. personnel gave a bagis of difference
between the Caucasians and evacuees that reflected itself in behavior,
Perhaps the best example of information withheld from the evacuees
for administrative reasons was the instance of the reversals in poli-
¢y during the pegistration when, contrary to previous announcements
and much to the surprise of the Project Director, it was learned rrom:
the Washington orfiée that faidure to register for military service
was not punishable under the Selective Service Act, and that regis-
tration for leave oléar&nce was not compulsory. So damaging to thé
prestige of the administration were these reversals of policy that

1/ Memo from Fryer to Project Directors, June 10, 1942,
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the facts were not publicly revealed even to the appointed personnel,
but most of the latter were acuite aware of these new announcements
from the Washington office. From the standpoint of the evacuees

who were meking every effort to avoid the registration and who would
have received with joy the informestion that the maximum imposable

(of Nisei males)

sentence for refusal/to register was 90 days under W.R.A. regulations
rather than'$10,000 or twenty years imprisonment or both under the
Belective Service Act, this was key information which they should
have :
/1liked to hear. But the evacuees were not apprised of the change

in policy, and only a few Nisei close to the administration were
given even a basis of suspicion that such a change of poliey had
occurred.

In the nature of W.R.A, policy the inclination was to minimize
the differences between the evacuees and the Caucasian staff, On
October 2, 1942 a memorandum was circulated by Dillon Myer on the
terminology to use in referréng to the evacuee residents of the pro=-
jects. The summary paragraph of the memorandum cautions:

In lieu of the misleading, question-begging, and emotion-laden

terms "Jepanese", "Japs", "camps", and "internees", employees

of the War Relocation Authority should refer to the persons

who have been evacuated from the West Coast as evacuees, and

to the projects as relocation centers., Some people have been

referring to the evacuees as "colonists". This term is not

objectionable, but the term "evacuee" seems preferable. Where
the context mekes the meaning clear, the term "resident" is,

of course, also aeceptable.;ﬁ =

And as regards the use of evacuees in executive positions with-
in the administration, the original W.R.A. policy statements declares:

Except for certain specified positions, maximum use should be

made of evacuees in filling administrative and executive posi=-
£ions for which they are qualified., (underlined in the orginal)g/

During the first year of the Project, however, only two emeewnees-

1/ Memorandum from Myer to Project Directors, Oct. 2, 1942,
2/ W.R.A. Tentative Policy Statement, May 29, 1942, p. 2.
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positions, Heads of Commmnity gctivities and of Civie Organization,
‘both in the Commﬁnity Services Division, were opened to evacuees.
¥While Herry Mayeda and Béb Ota, the heads of the respective sec-
tions held administrative status and attended the general staff
meetings, at least some members of the edministrative staff refused
to accept them within their circle. One of those who objected to
giving administrative responsibilities to evacuees was Mr. Connor,
Chief of the Administrative Management Division, with whom Bob Ota,
Head of the Civiec Organizations, came into conflict at one time.

Don Elberson was then in charge of the Cific Organization
. Section., At that time Elberson was making special efforts to

delegate increasing responsibility for the Block Managers
organization to Bob Ota. Ota in the course of performing his
functions came into confliet with Connor, He found it diffi-
cult to work harmoniously with Connor; the latter was assertedly
rude and unwilling to co-operate and Ota came to feel that
Connor treated him as a person racially inferior to himself,

Largely because of the difficulties Ota experienced in
his business relations with Conmnor, Don Elberson wrote a pro-
test in his monthly report on Civic Organization for the month
of October, This report was submitted to Mr., Fleming, Novem-
ber 6, 1942.1/

Whatever difficulties may arise in the functioning
of the Block Managers organization from now on, will be
primarily attributeble to certain attitudes on the part of
certain members of the administrative staff, Since taking
over these duties, Mr, Ota and others high in the Block
Menagers' organization have felt a distinet racieal anti-
pathy on the part of some of the members of the adminis-
trative Staffo ecee

(Footnote: 1/ At the supgestion of Mr, Fleming, Chief of
Commnity Services Division, this paragraph in the month-
1y report on Civie Orgenization was deleted.) 1/

Just as the solidarity of evacuee opposition to the Caucasians
was far from being unbroken, so, too, there was considerable varia-
tion in the degree of antagonism to the evacuees on the part of the
administrative staff. The differences among the latter concerning
the correct attitude to maintain towards the evacuees is expressed

in the mutually recriminatory terms evolved among the appointed staff,
I/ BIITigmeier Report, "Administrative Division,™ p. 3.
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which ranged from the so-called "Jap Lovers" or"soclologists" to
gsome of the mor; rabid anti-evacuee members who were called "Jap
Haters" by their opponents. The "sociologists"™ were those who laid
stress upon the cultural and experiential background of the evacuees,
contended that the community should be permitted to evolve_as far

as reasonably possible in relation to this background, and felt that
administrative policies should be correlated asmuch as possible to
the character of the people being administered. The ideas of this
group were held in contempt by those who wex=® believed that Caucasian
authority should be enunciated more clearly than was the policy un--
der the Shirrell administration., The liberal members of the admin-.
i{stration looked upon this attitude as deriving essentially from :
feelings of white superiority‘and accuged the "Jap Haters" of wiew=-
ing the evacuees as a "white men's burden."

The attitude of the Caucasians toward the evacuees was compli-
cated by the fact that the situation offered &he possibility of an=-
tagonism towards the evacuees not only on racial grounds but alag
on politicel grounds, of Americans against the Japanese, However,
among a certain class of the appointed personnel there were clear
evidences of feelings of racial superiority. Mr, Peck, for example,
was rabidly opposed to the inviting of evacuees as guests to the :
Personnel Mess Hall, and while there were reasons of overcrowding
which gave reasonable grounds for his protest of inviting outsiders,
Mr. Peck's own admissions left little room for doubt that his object-
jons were also based on racial considerations. A member of the ad-
ministrative staff described one of his clashes with Peck.

The Browng had invited the Watanabes to dine at the per-
sonnel mess hall last night, There were five in their party
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and no tables were open to seat that many, Miss Smith and
her father, who were sitting at an otherwise vacant table,
offered to move, but Joe Brown consulted the head waitress first
to see if other arrangements could be made. The head waitress
herself asked the Smiths if it would be all right to change
tables, and the latter complied willingly. Peck, who was seat-
ed at the next table with a group of teachers kept glaring at
Brown all through this discussion, Later when Brown went to
Peck's table to speak to one of the teachers in that group,
Peck burst forth with some very rude comments about Brown's
discourtesy in forcing the Smiths to move just to accommodate
some evacuees. Brown kept his temper and pointed out that the
Smiths themselves had offered to move, and that he otherwise
gaw nothing wrong about bringing evacuees to dine there since
there were no other places on the project to entertain guests.
Peck went on to indicate that he himself had come of a poor

" femily, that he had always felt thankful when others did things
for him and showed his gratifude, but that the evacuees were
the most ungrateful lot of people imaginable. Brown interpret-
ed all this to mean that Peck "saw red whenever he saw 'Japs'
coming into the administration mess hall" to eat on the same
level with the Caucasian staff, In Peck's mind the Japanese
are all right as long as they keep their place.,l/

While clear-cut instances of a discriminatory attitude on the
part of the Caucasian personnel occurred only with infrequence, the
evacuees who were sensitive to attitudes of superiority on the part
of the Caucasians were distinctly aware of those members of the
appointed personnel inclined towards a differential treatment of the
evacuees. A Nisei who had formed no previous judgemént of Anthony
0'Brien reported the following impressions after his first encoun-
ter when he was seeking legal advice from the Project Attorney.

I talked to O'Brien about it and had a thoroughly dis-
gusting time., He was a bastard of the first order and I took
an immediate dislike to him, He treated me as 1if I were a slave
of some kind and kept blowing cigar smoke into my face. He
wouldn't even apologize when he accidentally kicked my shoe and
T felt like hittimg him, Finally, he flicked the ashes of?f
his cigar end told me to speak to one of his assistants.2/

It was saild that the wives of the appointed staff were often
even more prejudiced than their husbands, and while their contacts

. with the evacuees were rather infrequent, stories about some of them

were current by which the evacuees determined who were their friends
T/ Miyemoto Notes, Nov. 17, 1942.

2/ Shibutani Journal, Feb. 11, 1943.
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and who their enemies, A Nisei girl related an incident which she
chanced to overhear at the project beauty shop when a Caucasian woman
requested special service from the Nisei operators.

While I was sitting under the hair dryer, a Caucasian wo=-
men walked into the shop this evening and, in an overbearing
manner, asked that she hed—her have her hair done., The girls
pointed out that it was almost closing time (the shop closed
at 8:00 p.m,) and it was impossible to start the work at that
late hour. The woman thereupon demanded that a special case
be made of her request since she had to leave for Washington,
D.C. the next day, and she couldn't have her hani fixed before
leaving unless they would do it for her., I think the girls
would have done it for her if she had made her request in a
civil manner, but it was the way she demanded the servédée that
got their 'goat'. The girls absolutely refused to do anything
that evening, and they even gave her a rather awkward hour
the next day just out of spite. The other woman was red in
the face, and you could see she was quite angry, but she could=-
n't do anything about it so she went out with the appointment
she had had to accept. I'm surprised they did it for her at
all. The girls were mad. They said she had no business trying
to get her hair done there anyhow at the reduced rate the shop
offers for the benefit of the evacuees. Why didn't she go to
Tulelake, or Klameth Falls, they wanted to know,l/

Incidents of this nature, of course, do not prove that the in-

dividuals wer concerned were necessarily prejudiced for they may hawee

reflected only & general thoughtlessness on the part of the indiv-
iduals; but the evacuees interpreted such behavior as prejudiced
and often accumulated other information about such individuals to
support their contention.‘ In the case of Mr, O'Briem, for insteance,
there were other stories told of him to indicate his unsympathetic
attitude towards the evacuees,

The basically liberal policy of the W.R.A. preculded the gather=-
ing of any large number of the appointed personnel hostile to the
evacuees; selection of the personnel, for one thing, was in part

-baged on a policy of excluding those evidencing attitudes of racial

bigotry. HKevertheless, & certain number of persons predisposed to-

-

1/ Miyemoto Notes, Nov, 10, 1943,
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wards feelings of white superiority were represented among the per-
sonnel, and as the protest activities and the anti-administration
demonstrations of the evacuees increased, there was coneomittantly
an increase of those mmtagonistic to the evacuees, whose point of
view did not greatly differ from that of the persistent "Jap Haters.
The peak of Caucasian antagonism to the evacueeé was reached during
the registration crisis. During and following this eritical period,
the prestige of the "socilologists". among the administrators steadily
declined, and those demanddng a greater exercize of W.R.A. authority
and discipline over the evacuees increasingly dominated the project
policy. Much of the difficulties of the Tule Lake Project, which
by then became known as the worst W.R.A. relocation center, were
attributed to the earlier domination of the policies favored by the
"Jap Lovers™, The intensity of the antagonism against the latter
may be judged ffom the fact that Dr. Jacoby, one of the chief ob-
jects of ridicule for his failure to exert greater disciplinary
measures upon the evacuees, submitted his resignation in Aprii 1943

as Chief of Internal Security.




Generational Sﬁructuré

B. THE GENERATIONAL STRUCTURE: ISSEI, KIBEI, AND NISEI

Differential Gharacteristics

For the sake of clarity, the literal translations of the Ja-
penese terms for the generational groups is again offered.
‘Classificatory Term Meaning

Issei..cocecececeeeees(Lit,) First Generation; the im-
migrant Japanese born in Japan,

Niseiieoceceesevessees(Lit,) Second Generation; born
in the United States, citizens of
this country, and educated and
raised here. An alternative term
is Jun-Nisei, "pure Nisei", to dis-
tinguish from Kibei-Nisei.

Sansei..........:.....(Lit.) Third Generation; born in
America to Nisei parents. At pres-
ent an insignificant group.

Kibelivseseeoveosansses(Lit,) Returned to America; born
in the United States, citizens of
the U.S., but lived in Japan and
again returned to this country.
Abbreviated from Kibei-Nisei.

ISSei-han.a.---.----..(Lit.) Half First-G’eneration; In"'
frequently used reference to the

younger Issei who mix readily with
either the Issei or Nisei.

These terms are not logically exclusive as are such definitive
terms as American-born Japanese or Japan-born Japanese, for these
classifications are sodial conceptions rather than strietly logical
or legal., For example, there are a certain number of persons who
were born in Japen but migrated with their parents to this country
during their infancy or early childhood to receive an American edu-
cation and training, While these persons are immigrant Japanese of

the first generation, that is, en Issei, from the legal standpoint,
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they are generally classed among the Nisel socially because they
are indistinguishable from the latter in persdnality and background,
except for their ineligibility for citizenship. The greatest dif=-
ficulty has been encountered in finding a working definition of

the Kibei, for although the literal meéning of the term excludes
from this class all Nisei who have not lived in Japan, because of
the wide differences in inTluence of Japanese culture upon the Nisei
who have been to Japan, there has been much controversy as to how
long end what conditions of livelihood in Japaen a Nisei had to un~
dergo before he became classed with the Kibei., If the marginal
cases are 8et aside, however, there is considerable agreement among
the evacuees as to who are tﬁe Issei, Niseil, and Kibei.

Execluding the complications of defining the Kibei, the evacuees
es

peciallg
themselves are/faixiy clear about identifying the Issei from the

K¥keix Nisei, The population pyramid of the evacuee population at
Tule Lake presents a bi-modal age distribution in which the foreign-
born Japanese are rather clearly separated in one modal group from
the native~born Japanese (Nisei). Roughly speeking, the picture
presented is that of the Issei pyramid balanced on the apex of the
Nisei pyramid, This abnormal age distribution of the’evacuee popu-
lation, of course, resulted from the exclusion of Japanese immigrants
following the pessage of the Immigration Act of 1924, aigitﬁg fur-
ther consequence that the lower age groups of immigrant Japanese
were no longer replaced, but that the repiacement came wholly from
their offsprings born in this country. It is safe to generalize

that the bulk of Issel are over forty-five yeérs old whereas the

number of Nisei over that age is yet fery small; on the other hand,
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the vast majority of Nisei are still under -teety-thirty and the
number of Issei below that age is of course very small, The factor
of dge alone has separated these two groups and has thrown them
largely into two separate age classas.

Popular recognition of the age separation'of the two genera-
tioﬂ:} has been given by the practice of referring to the Isgsei as
the "older people" and the Nisei as the "young people"., Some in=-
teresting examples of these usages appeared during the Co-op Board
of D&rectors' discussion of whéther or not to permit a certain haber-
dashery store in Klamath Falls to establish a branch shop on the
project. A buyer for the project canteens remarked, "The younger
people are demanding better things because their old clothes are
beginning to wear out.“r And at yet another discussion of the same
topic:

Tkeda: "We should discuss whether such a shop is necessary."

Chr,: "Is such a store necessary?"

Ikeda: "I think the older group is opposed to such a shoP.“

Sato: "People can buy through the mail-order. Public opinion
may be against this,"

Ikeda: "The younger people may be for this, This is a question-
able matter."

Sawada: "I think the young people want thingé like sport shirts.”
Teketas: "If it's clear that the young people want these goods,
then perhaps we should give them this service. But if
we are going to create the demand, we have to question
the wisdom of this move,..."1l/
The references to the "older people™ and the "younger people"
in these statements are interchangeable with the words, "Issei" and
"Nisei". DMoreover, the suggestion, "Public opinion may be against

. this," reflects the general recognition that public opinion was large-

1/ Sakoda Journal, Jan. 8, 1943, .
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ly influenced by Issei opinion, It is to be expected that in a small
commmity of this kind the young people would be more interested in
a haberdashery shop thah the older pe&ple, and it is comceivable thatu
had there been young Issei they would have been equally as interested
és the Nisei, But with the given age structure, the Issei and Nisei
tended to uphold the opposite views on questions of this nature,

In the relationship of the

Nisei with the Issei, the former have found definite disadvantages

in being of a younger age group. The Issei invokehthe authority

#

deriving from their older age and longer experience, and either by
expressed demands or by unverbalized gestures indicated their réght
to respect from the younger generation. The conflict in this rela-
tionship has largely derived from the adherence of the Issei to the
Japanese.emphasis upon the patriarchal system , the right of the

male heads of the family to dictate in large part the conduct of

the other members, particularly of the children, and kixk the Nisei's
resistance to this type of control.

The point of frietion, however, is not in the age difference
per se, of course, but in the difference of interests im between the
two generational groups arising out of their differences of experi-
ence and cultural background. In the social sphere this difference
was so merked that it was a commonplace that the Issei and Nisei
should largely pursue two different courses of activities, In order
to satisfy the separate needs of these groups, the reereation depart=
ment was divided into the Issei and Nisei staff each presenting sepa-
rate programs of Japanese or of American entertainment. The large

gcale variety programs performed at the outdoor stage were likely to
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draw both an Issei and Nisei audience whether they emphasized Ja-

panese or American entersainment, but even in these instances there

was an apprecieble difference in the proportions of the Issei and
Nisel depending upon whether the program were Japanese or American,
But there were certain types of recreational activity in whieh the
relative absence of one generational group of the other could be
virtually assured. For instance, such events as the "Little Theé-
ter" and the "Cafe Internationale Cabaret" were primarily pointed
towards Nisei interest, while such an event as‘a "Goh" tournament
was likely to atbract little interest émong the Nisei. It was rare
to find Issel at the weekly record concert of classical western musie,
but the Nisei had an equal abhorrence of records of traditional
Japanese music, If the Issei attended the Nisei social dances, it
was only to chaperone strictly from the side:line, and it was un-
heard of that the Issel should -pertiecipeate—in—the Amerieen Fformof
dane&ng;-have social gatherings of their own to participate in the
American form of dancing. ©Sakoda reports an interesting instance
of the difficulties of profiding recreational entertainment for a
mixed party of Issei and Nisei.when a farewell party for Mr, Kendall
Smith was held by Co-op officials and canteen employees.

The first part of the evening was occupied with dancing,
which was being done mostly by the younger canteen employees,
KoxexviviimvRoavdvoenbversvisxoed The Isseis were bomed because
they could do nothing but wateh the dance, At about 9:00 p.m.
entertainments were presented. They were mostly vocal selec-
tions. One Issel man rendered a Shggie, and he did it rather
awkwardly and because it was too drawn-out the young people

began to snicker. In between one verse one fellow started to
clap just to try to get him to quit.l/

1/ Sekoda Journal, Dec. 16, 1942,
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Nothing has ooﬁtributed more towards maintaining the separation
of the Issei from the Nisel £han the language barrier. When the
two groups associate, the language used is generally Japanese, with
perhaps a liberal mixture of common English words, but few Nisei are
able to converse comfortably and interestingly in Japanese, DMore=-
over, the language difference has contributed to a difference in
the kinds of materials read and the resulting thoughts suggested.

The necessity for a Japanese section of the Tulean Dispatch, and

the usual request for kxm interpreters at meetings of the adminis=-
tration and the Issei attest to the extreme difficulties of com-
munication related to theplanguage barrier, When the Nisei used -
Japanese in talking to the Issei, it was likely to sound edibher
childish in its vocabulary and the turn of the phrases, or, in the
relation of a Nisei fellow with an Issei man, the former would af-
fect a crude and rough form of Japanese to stress masculinity.

The position of the Kibei has been different from either the
Issei or the Kibei., As previQQE}y mentioned many Kibei are dif-
ficult to differentiate from the Nisei because their identity is
principally with the Nisei, For statistical purposes, it is pos-
sible to establish a categorical definition such as/ziiieyearsggfmore
education in Japan during the formative years, but it should be
evident that definitions of this kind are subject to errors due to
the variations in influence of Japanese culture upon the individual
persons involved. In each block, however, it was possible to iden=-

tify those individuals who belonged to the Kibei groups, whose as-

sociation were much more with other Kibei than with either the Nisei
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O or the Issei. The background of such association at the project

is suggested in the following account of the experiences of a young
Kibei of his school years in America prior to evacuation,

I came to this country when I was fourteen years old....
I went to the foreign language class at John Adams Grammar
School and worked as a school boy to pay my way. Jhen I fin-
ished grammar school and was ready to enter high school, all
my friends wanted me to enter Washington High, but I feit that
since I had come all the way to this country to get an Ameri-
can education, I felt that I could get most out of it if I
mixed with Caucasien Americans, so I purposely avoided going to
Washiﬁgton High where -¢here all my Kibel friends were attend-
ing.1l

Sakoda gives the account of one Kibei's evaluation of the
Kibei background, which also reveals some of the factors which
hadte drawn them together in a group.

When they came to America they found that they could not
get along well with their families. For one thing, some of
them were the oldest in the family and expected to be treated
as such by their brothers and sisters, but they did not re-
ceive the respect they felt they deserved., They did not 1like
the idea that they had to help thelr parents and obey them
when they were at home. Consequently many of them ran away
from home several times, and finally lived apart from their
parents, -His=febherj=s— With the Niseis they did not get along
either. They felt that Niseis were rather childish in their
thought., The fact that most of the Kibeis were older than the
Niseis they came in contact with at school was a factor in
this regard. Concerning such acts as smoking or visiting
prostitutes occasionally, they felt that Niseis were xrzthmx
very innocent, and they considered themsekves more adult for
indulging in them, The fact that many of the Kibei boys live
ed apart from their parents made it easy for them to indulge in
such activities.2/

The Kibel are a group with reasons for resentment against both
the Issei and the Nisei, for on the whole they were poorly regarded
and badly treated in the years before the war., In many instances,
the original reason for sending the Nisei children to Japan, general-
ly to be cared for by family relatives, was to permit the parents

greater freedom in their money-making activities, and there are cases

1/ Miyemoto Notes, Feb, 23, 1943,
2/ Sakode Journal, April 7, 1943,

-
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in which Kibei grown to adulthood have expressed resentment of
their parents for failing to care for them in their childhood;
Not only have the Kibel frequently experienced unhappy circumstances
in America, but thelir life in Japan was often unsatisfactory because
complete :
of their inability to gain/acceptance into Japanese society., The
newspapers of Japan have indicated by their occasional articles on
the Nisel returned from America that this group, the Kibei in our
terminology, were looked upon as in some measure a problem., Perhaps
the most serious handicap of the Kibel has been his bi-cultural
background, in whieh his assimilation into either the Japanese or
American culture has been incomplete. Some of the most handicap-
ped cases are to be found among those who received some American
séhooling before being sent to Japan where, as a result, they found
themselves classed with younger children because of their retarded
Japanese education; but when these individuals were again returned
to America, they were retarded as compared to those who remained
in this country and were educated within one cultural system. The
greatest difficulty of the Kibel as & result of this splitting of
their background of schooling has not been in courses like those of
the sciences where mentel maturity gives material advantage in
understanding, but their problem has rested primarily in linguistie
handicaps of absobbing the difficult Japanese language and of Iedmm
learning or re-learning the English language upon their return to
this country., The handicaps resulting from linguistic shortcomings
u‘iﬂl';./ptsxrt.’u:ul&rly emphasized by the relative success in adjustments
of those Nisei who gained a solid foundation in English as well es
. en elementary knowledge of Japanese before going to Japan; that is,
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Those who completed as much as high school education in Ameriea be=~
fore going to Japan, end were able to contentrate on the study of
Japanese since their fundamental schooling in other subjects were
already behind them, For those whose languege training was entirely
in Japanese, however, their situation was comparable to that of all
the earlier immigran t Japenese who lacked elementary familiarity
with English and who therefore had to struggle with the vocabulary
and syntax of an entirely dissimidar language.

The unfortunate consequences of this language handicap in the

dase.of large numbers of Kibei has been that their original ambi-
. an
tion of acquiring/advanced Americen education and training has been

quickly dulled in many instances, and has led to decided disadvan-
tages in seeking economic opportunities., The same Kibei quoted
ébove remarked concerning the difficulties and discouragement of
the Kibei in escquiring an American treining.

In Seattle about 45 or 50 Japenese were learning English
in a school for foreigners attached to a grammar school, The
course took about two years to complete.,.... the majority of
the students were Japeanese with about equal numbers of both
sexesS.... The students studied very hard, and were indent upon
completing college in order to go back to Japan to get a de-
cent job., One student bought a dictionary and started to memor-
ize it page by page, tearing out each page as he completed :
memorizing it, What irritated Tom and the other students the
most was the fact that the material they had to learn was
childish. They were given American history, for instance, which
consisted of an old book filled with anecdotes about the Bos-
ton Tea Party or Paul Revere, The material seemed so foolish
to them., Also, since there were a great number of Kibeis in
the class, they &alked among themselves in Japanese, and con-
sequently were not able to leaArn to speak Fnglish. Tom
thought it would have been much better if they had gotten jobs
as school boys in a Caucasian home end learned to speak well firsl
There were financial difficulties for some, too, since many of
the boys were pmmposely living away from home. Others were
gsending money back to relatives in Japan, It was a full time
school, Most of the students, however, succeeded in graduat-
ing the class.
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Tom and two or three students next went to a grammar school
since they felt that they did not learn sufficient fundamental
English. They purposely chose schools where where were no
Japanese, even going five or six miles to do so. Here again
the material they had to learn was very childish, but they
were able to learn more English, Tom attended a grammar school
for one-and-a-half years. The others had gone on to high
school entering as freshmen., They felt that Tom was wasting
his time, but as it turned out, many of the students were
still in freshmenclasses when Tom entered high school, He had
difficulty in English composition, but otherwise he was able
to go straight through high school without any trouble. Many
of the other students found that they could not pass some of
the courses, especially English courses, and were thus held
bdck. By the end of the Freshman year many began to drop out.
Only a bare handful finished high school, and most of them went
on to college and completed that. There were only four out
of the original group of about forty-five who completed col=-
lege which had been the goal of the whole group. They were
not lacking in ability since Tom believes that most of them
could have done college work if they had been able to hurdle
the languege handicap., The latter seems to have been their
mein source of discouragement, They tried very hard, but did
advance appreciably. Itxix Another handicap was that many of P
them had to work while attending school. Some worked in restau-
rents, others in homes, Those who lived at home had.to help
their parents, something they disliked very much. S,udents in
Japan were not in the habit of working even during vacations.
Others also had financial obligations, such as sending money
to relatives in Japan. Thus, there was an inclination to give
up trying to get an education and take to money meking. They
seem to have been gripped by impatience because they did not
méke as much progress in school as desired, Since their ori=-
ginal intention in coming to Emerica was to get a good educa-
tion over here, their plans were all destroyed. They could
not even look forward to going back to Japan to get a decent
job.

After leaving school many of the Kibeis left mfor Cali-
fornia where there were more jobs among the Japanese. Many
went into the produce business, first as workers, some working
up to positions of managers,  Others remained in Seattle, and
a few worked in a greenhouse. ©Some worked in stores or operat-
ed them themselves. A few went into Mitsui and Mitsubishi.l/
Their social adjustments, too, had definite limitations, Tﬁey

were not accepted among the Nisei because of their difgerences of
personality and languege; they did not mix readily with the Issei

because of age differences and conflicts with the parent generation.

&/ Sekoda Journal, April 7, 1943,
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- They had their own Kibei clubs and associated much among themselves.
On the whole, both the Issei and Nisei were critical of the Kibei.

The Issei thought well of the Kibei;s knowledge of Japanese and hi;

understaending of Japanese culture, by contrast with the Nisei who

were considered ignorant in these respects, bﬁt there also was a

common opinion that the Kibei were an erratic and unruly group.

The Nisei finding little in common with the Kibei tended to ignore

the group, and in the circumstences of poorer relationships, were

deliverately antagonistic to them, A Nisel says of one of these

antagonistic situeations before the war,

There were a lot of Kibei working as farm hands in the
sacremento and San Joaguin Valleys before the war, I don't
know why it was but the Nisei didn't like the Kibel, and the
Kibei didn't like the Nisei. Every now and then there would
be a gang fight between them on weekends when the farm workers
came into town. Some Nisei would get the idea that they didn't
1ike the Kibei so when they'd spot & group of Kibei boys they'd
geng up on them and beat the tar out of them, Lots of times
I think the Nisei beat up the Kibei just for the hell of it.

T can't blame the Kibei for hating the Nisei the way they've

been treated in the past,l/

At the Tule Leke Project, the relationship of the Kibel with
the Issei and Nisei was much as it was before the war. To be sure,
there were several types of Kibei whose relationships with the others
differed accordingly. Those who were married tended to be notice-
ably more stable than those not married, and the same could be said
of the unmarried Kibei living with their families by contrast with
those living in bachelors' quarters. Apart from marital and fami-
1ial status, however, the Kibeil themselves distinguished the "guiet
Kibei" from the "rowdy Kibei", This terminology is unsatisfactory
for the distinction was actually not based striot;y on the degree

of rowdﬁgim, but the former were considered to be those who seemed

1/ Miyamoto Notes, July 23, 1942,

%
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primarily interested in getting advanced education and training,im
while the latter were those without such educational interests who
frequently became involved in protest actlion against the W.R.A,.
The latter, most of whom lived &s bachelors with other Kibei, were
largely cut off from social relations with Nisei of either sex, had
only a ﬁpited range of common interests witp the Issei most of whom
were married and considerably older, and the Kibei therefore associ-
ated mlargely within their own groups.

Tn the nature of the W.R.A. administrative organization, the

of economic opportunities

Nisei had advantages/over both the Issei dnd Kibei, for with Cau-
caisans as supervisory authorities over the proje¢t, ability to
gspeak English was an important requisite of those working directly
under the appointed staff as administrative officers. Furthermore,
professional positions as in the hospital, engineering section,
public school teaching, accounting department, and legal aid, all
of which required college training in these fields, largely exclud-
ed the Issei and Kibei who may have had considerable practical ex-
perience in farming or business but who were unequipped for such
specialized functions, Workers in the administrative offices were
thus largely composed of thé Nisei, plus a scattering of the educat-
ed Kibeil and Issei., Other fields where the Nisel were predominant
were: transportation, fire control, newspaper, canteens, social wel-
fare, education, warehouse, recreation, post office, and mess hall
waiters and waitresses. The Issel were predominantly engaged in
work as janitors, boilermén, mess hall cooks, wardens, carpenters,
and farmers. The Kibei were largely intermingled among the Issel

and
as mess hall workers, wardens, farmers,/construction workers.

-~

The Issei,more than the Nisei or Kibei, were forced into the
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menial tasks such as of dishwashing, chimmey sueeps,,and/utilité
men cleaning the washrooms and shower buildings, end their loss of
economic status was the most radical since they had been the owners
and operators of the farms and businesses before the war on which
the Kibei and Nisei worked as hired help. Some evidence of their
regsentment of this reversal pf position was given in their oceé}onal
remarks of criticism against the Nisel white-collar workers in the
administration buildings who were alleged to be "bootlicking" the
whites,

Conflict of the Generations

The conflict of the Issei and Nisel was in part a matter of

age dirferenoe, but also it was cultural and ideological. One of
the early complaints of the Issei was thet the Nisel spent too much
money, and that they had no more serious thaught than for the next
dance or social event, During ﬁhe early perlod when com@laints of
the canteen were at their height, one Issei was overheard remarking
to another: | o

I think these canteens are a very bad influence on the
young people, Every time I drop in there, I find the doorway
crowded with young people buying ice cream, soda water, candy
and cigarettes., On hot days perhaps you can't blame them, but
they make the store a regular loitering place, What is most
darashi ga nai (slovenly, sloppy, unsightly) is the way those
Nisei girl clerks stand around entertaining the boys while
there are lines of dustomers waiting to be served. The other
dey, I had to remind one of the girls to mind her business.

A1l the young people think about is to spend money and to play.
They don't give a thought to how serious our economic situation
will be afterthe war. MMark my word, the most serious problem
resulting from this evacuation is its effect upon the young
people. Living in a place like this, they're bound to become
shiftless and lazy. They seem to forget that one of these days
they're going to have to provide themselves again and that it's
not going to be like o0ld times when their parents-could take
care of them,l/

1/ Miyamoto Notes, August 10, 1942.
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Such an &ttitude might'be expressed by any parent generation
who had been accustomed to a life of hard work and scrupulous sav-
ing, and were pained at the sight of an easy-going younger genera-
tion insufficiently conscious.of the hard experiences had by the

older people in bringing up their children.. But there was in this
eriticism
/an element of a cultural difference as well for the Issei who were

raised within a more formal society under stricter discipline have
always looked with some disapproval of the easy-going mannerisms

of the Nisei., Issei eriticism of Nisei conduct, based upon cultur-
al differences, was more clearly apparent in their disapproval of

the Niseix dandes. In one of the more conservatively Japanese blocks
a young people's club was formed for recreational and discussion
purposes, but when this group undertook dance practices as one of

its functions, the club came under criticism from one of the Isseil
residents. ‘ s

Mr. Adachi said it was all right to have an organization
to learn about community matters, but he wasn't in favor of
the dance. He said that in Japan there is a proverb that.asvﬁkun_
the age of seven years, boys and girlsyere not allowed to be
together, (Danjo hichisai ni shite seki o onaju sezu) He
wanted to know if when boys and girls embraced each other 3
(daki atte) and danced, anyone could insure that there wouldn't.
be any danger., Sawada (Nisei) got up and repeated that noone
could insure that there wouldn't be any sort of danger. Even
if a girl were kept at home noone could insure that there would
be no danger. However, he felt that it was a great deal better
to have dances within the block where people knew each other
and where it could be held under the supervision of people
within the block.l/

This individual's attitude represented a rather extreme oppo-
sition to the Nisei dances, but similar concern for the morality

of the young people in connection with the dances was not infre-~

1/ Sakoda Journal, November 22, 1942.
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guently voiced by many barents. Phe—pooial-distewee—ve The cul-
tural distance between the Issei and Nisel on matters of this kind
is rather well represented by the above-quoted prowerb (Danjo hichi-

sai&, etc.) which is familiar to all Issei and the acceptance of

which is reflected in their behavior, but which to the Nisei ap-

pears as incomprehensible as would a ban upon co~educational schools,
The major Isseiéﬂisei'conflicts were based upon a whole series

of such differences, but where disagreements led to heated argument, .

there was a strong tendency towards the definition of the issues

as an opposition of pro-Japanese against pro-Ameriecan points of
view, The involvement of the W.R.A. in any community igssues, of
course, gave impetus to sdﬂdefining the disagreemént. One of the
first of these conflicts was the recreation department trouble when
the Issel entertainment group threatened to resign en masse because
the Head of Communkty Activities, Ted Wailer, refused the Issel per-
mission to establish a depértment separate from the Nisei., The %ri—
gin of this conflict lay in their resentment of their subordination
to a Nisel assistant supervisor of fhe section, Harry Mayeda, and

to Ted Waller for whom the Issei had little respect. During the
first Fourth of July program at the project, disagreement had de=-
veloped between the Nisel and Issei staffs as to the parts which
each group would have in the program, thelNisei claiming that the
Issei were not only commandeering too 1aréa a part but were emphag-
izing pro-Japanese programs of questionable acceptability. Waller's
attempt to mediate the conflict brought on the accusation of ﬁis
seeking to subjugate the Issei without an adequate appreciation of

what the Issei were attempting to accomplish, It was claimed that
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the Issel could not readily work with the Nisei on the same starf.l/ 7

The confliet in this instance was partly cultural, for both the
_ Is;ei and the Nisel had a low opinion of the entertainment offered
by thalother group, but a status struggle was also involved }n which
the Issei refused to be subordinated beneath a Caucasian supervisor
and a Nisei staff, The administration refused to grant the Issei
permission to form a separate recreation department, the ieader
of the Issei group was forced to resign not only because of this
trouble but because ofrfriction with other Issei seeking to gain
control of Issei entertainment, and the difficulties were settled
by selecting for the flew chairmen of the Issel group a men more
amenable to cooperation with the W.R.A., and by forming an Issei ad-
visory council to mediate any further difficulties.

Not only was project organization such as to give the Niseil
advantages over the Issei and Kibei in job opportunities, but W.R.A.
policy deliberately favored the Nisei for political leadership in
the community.by éxcluding the Issei from the right to hold elected
offices. Initially, there was general Issei acceptance of this con-
dition, but Issei discontent with their subordinate position became

" inecreasingly apparent as the community discontent over the'food,
wage payment, clothing ellowance, lumber and medical service provi-
sions became acute. An immediate reason for the weakening of Niseil
control, therefore, was the popular dissatisfaction with the exist-
ing management of the center,fzzi the inability of the W.R.A. to
keep the pppulace satisfied played directly into an imezxrezzed Issel
demand for an increased voice in bommunity govefnment.

The height of this Issei agitation for the right of self repre-

sentation appeared during the Overseas Broadcast and the Theater Pro-
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ject issues. In the Overseas Broadcast question, representatives

of the Office of War Information arrived at the Tule Lake Project
with a request that the evacuees assist in preparing recordings for
—e;?%%gadeasts giving accounts of relocation center life which would
¥y be msed to combat false accusations of the Japanese government
that the evacuees were being mistreated. The plea for assistance
was supported by the argument that the Japanese government was using
the propaganda to mistreat American prisoners in Japan, and that an
on-the-spot denial by the evacuees would do much towards preventing j
further mistreatment of Americans imprisoned in the Far Hast. It is
needless to relgta all the aiscussions which took place over this
issue, but the main incidents in connection with this request were:
(1) The request was presented to the Council (all Nisei) which de-
cided to refer the questionx to the block residents, (2) the Council
meeting to report on the block discussions was invaded by a large
number of Issei who violently protested the proposed broadcaét, (3)
the Council again met,, this time to protest the pro-Japanese views
expressed at the previous meeting and to reverse the decision of the
eerlier meeting with an agreement to cooperate with the 0.W.I. under
dertain conditions, and (4) intense Issei criticism of the Council
for independently reversing the stand taken by the Issei, which re-
sulted in a forced withdrawal of the Councid from its efforts to
gain oooperation, The contrasting positions of the Isseil and Niseil
are represented in the following quotations:

An Issei: "I believe that we should not have this broadcast end
I'm definitely against it. (mmch applause) If this broadcast
is to make the position of Japan worse, what would happen. We
are all Japanese., If we broadcast that we are being treated

well here, Japan's position may be weakened, To accept the re-
quest of enemées and meke a broadcast serves only to weakn our
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position. There should be other methods to reach Japan, We
shall lose the right to recuest anything from the WRA§.(a
lot of appleuse) All strikes and requests will be without
power.l |

The “pmetden- point of view of the Nisei is reflected in the fol-
lowing remarks of a councilmen who spoke at a later meeting.

"I was very much disappointed in the way the meeting was
conddcted this morning., To go back in history on this gquestion,
while we were still at Sacramento, & bunch of us Nisei went to
the Sacramento Bee to put in an ad about how the Issei were all
for America and for an American victory. This came out right

efter Pearl Harbor. Of course, after the evacuation our feeling
is different, but, neverhtless, we want to show our regard for
the nationg The way things went this morning, those of us who
.went to the newspaper to place the ad are made out as liars,
end, in fact, gives the American public some evidence to think
that the evacuation was justified. We ought to try to support
anything that might affect ourselveq%_and the Japanese who are
in the free zone.2/

The Issei were not all as violently aroused as the individual
.quoted above, and as for the Niseil, while the majority in the Council
were in favor of cooperating with the O0.W.I, given reasonable condi-
tions, the bulk of Nisei residents were unaware that any issue of
thé kind existed.and were uninterested. The defeat of the broadcast
proposal not only éemonstrated the superiority of political power of
the Issei, but also illustrated their power to control the Niseil
on a rather crucial issue.

The same thing was even more clearly demonstrated in tpe case
of the Theater Project question. Thp issue, which had been raised
when it was learned that Kendall Smith had bought lumber and equipf
ment for a movie theater with Community Entepprises funds (peoplets
money) without the consent of the people, brought the Nisei into

conflict with the Issei even more then in the broadcast question.

k1l/ Sakoda Journel, Sept. 29, 1942,
2/ Miysmoto Notes, Sept. 29, 1942,
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The claim presented was that the theater could be established with
a minimm cost to each individual. The main arguments of the Issei
were (1) a theater would serve only to further deplete the already
reduced finannes of the evacuees and the W.R.A.,, in any case, was
responsible for providing an auditorium, (2) Am;rican movies are
detrimental to the morality of youths, and (3) the W.,R.A. had used
the people's money without even consulting them about the admisabil-
ity of such use. The Nisei countered that (1) the theater involved
only @& minimum charge, (2)/the people in general, but especially the
young people, reguired recreational'outlebs,??g)no other opportunity
would be had of having a theathr since the W.R.A. refused to provide
such a building due to wartime restrictions. The hostility of the
Issei was initially directed at the W.,R.A. which they felt wmxrm was

-

attempting to decéive the feople into using thelr own funds for
the theater building, but the antagonism.wa§7airected at the Nisei
' Couricil when the latter body, as in the éverseas broadcast issue,
attempted to reverse the stand of the Issel. There was no doubt
that the Nisé—young people wented a movée theater om the project,
and there were even a minority of Issei who were for it,'but when
a referendum vote was taken on the question, the project was defeat-
ed by a three to one vote, Cdnsiderable pressure upon the young
people was brought to bear by the parents, apd there were individual
cases of Niseil who were heard parroting the arguments of their
fathers and mothers,

The efforts of the Nisei Council to menage the project mofe
in accordance with the Niqei view of community affairs resulted in
dssei distrust of the Niseil leaders, and in the November election

of the Permenent Council, there was observed a notable increase in
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the number of Kibei nominated tm as candidates for the office of

representative. Throughout the conflicts ofer the broadcast and
theater questions, as well in the other disturbences’occuring from
the farm strike on, the Kibel alignment was largely on the same
side with the Issei. As the Issei distrust of the Nisei increased,
there was a tendency of the Iséei to turn increﬁsingly to the Kibei,
who were citizens like tle Nisei but had the additional value of
understanding Japanese, to represent them in their protests to the
administration.

It will be remembered that #uring the registration erisis, a
similer pattern again deviéloped, of a conflict between the Ameriean
-pednd- Nisei leaders who supported the registration;, end the Issei
representatives who were largely opposed to it, in which the Kibei
appeared as the champions of the same point of view meintained by
the Isseli. In fact, the Kibei action was regarded as so radical
that there appeared the unusual phenomenon of the Issei pleading
with the Kibel to withdraw their stubborn opposition to the W.R.A,
registration program. The registration, too, revealed the strength
of parental control over the masses of the Nisei, and the consequent
isolation of the Nisel leadership from the support of their own

group.

-

" Seetional Differences

Tule Lake Projeet is unigue among the relocation centers in
having large numbers of people from each of the three Pacifie Coast
states. Of the totel 15,000 people (in round numbers), about 1,200
were from Oregon, about 4,200 from Washington, and the remainder of
about 9,600 from California, Most of the Oregon end Washington

people were from the rural outlying regions of Portland and Seattle,
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except for a group of about 700 from Tacome, Washington, while the
Californiams were from the city of Sacramento and the rural areas
of the Sacrameﬁto Valley and Placer County.

Since housing assignmehts were made by filling one block after
another as evacuees were transferred from assembly centers or direct-
ly from their homék\communities, people who had resided in the same
coﬁmunity or district wefore the war were largely placed in contigu-
ous areas of the project center, In {act, because of an accidental
correspondence of the numbers from given areas with the number who

could be housed in a ward (composed of nine blocks), each of the

seven wards of the community were identified as being populated by

people from given districts. Thus,

Ward 1 Washington and Oregon with a minority from Clarks-
burg and Sacramento, Califormia.

Ward 2 Sacramento and rural hinterland.

Ward 3 PBacramento and rural hinterland.

Ward 4 Marysville, California and rural hinterland.
Ward 5 ©Placer County, California (so-called Free Zone)

Ward 6 White River Valley and Tacoma Washington, plus
minority of Placer County.

Werd 7 White River Valley and Tacoma, Washington, plus
Hood River and Salem, Oregon. Also a scattering
from other areas.

There was popular recognition of this distribution of people
into wards by communities of origin represented in their common
references, for example, to Wards 2 and 3 as the "Sacramento Wards",
to Wards 6 and 7 ws the "Northwest Werds", to Ward 5 as the "Free
Zone People", to Ward 4 as the "Marysville Ward", and Ward 1 usually

as an "Oregon and Washington Ward"., The designation for Ward 1 was
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perhaps the least definite since it was a somewhat more heterogeneous
group than most of the other wards, end the homogeneity of Ward 4
was 2 little disturbed by the establishment of the residences for

the professional hospital workers in at least one block of that

ward, Furthermore, the internal composition of the wards was not

as homogeneous as these designations might lead one to believe, for

even within the highly homogeneous Sacramento Wards, as an example,

there were blocks composed of a majority of Walnut Grove people or

of Isleton people, conservative rural groups loeated near Sacramento‘

whose background and outlook were quite different, Ward identity »

was generally much weaker than block identity, and, with reference

to the community of orizin, local community identity was likely to

be stronger than the regional identity. Recognizing, then, that

there was this grading of sectional identity, in which & person might

be identified at one time as a Californian, another time as a Free

Zone person, and yet again as a Penryn evacuee, all these forms of

identity are to be treated under the heading of sectional differences.
Strong sectional feelings?::: primarily an early phenomenon ap=-

pearing in the period of initial contagts when minor differences of

bakkground and their unfamiliarity with each other gave some sense

of strangeness to%igzgr relationships. These feelings of difference

tended to recede with time, and within é few months of settlement

at Tule Lake, the sectional problem which was much talked of at

first largely disappeared, but while sectional frdction and tension

declined markedly, the strength of pre-war relationships persisted

to give a latent basis of sectional feelings,

Sectionalism was more a problem of the Nisei than of the Issei
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or Kibei, for the Nisel had more occasions for varied contacts, -
their activities«ref%pe%e&-provided more occasions for group rival-
ry, and they reflected wider differences due to community background,
At the time of first arrival of all the groups, skin color was re-
garded as one of the criteria of difference the general assumption
being that the Northwesterners were lighter complexioned than the
more tanned Californiass. The darker, sunburnt youths from Cali-
fornia sometimes referred to themﬁelves facetiously as kurombos
(Negroes), a term which the northerners picked up and applied to

the Californians, and the latter in turn sometimes maliciously re-
Fair
ferred to the northerners as the "T,.B. Lilies". Wiite/complexion,

an ideal of feminine beauty in Japan, is an ideal of the evacuees
as well, and there was some teﬁdeney to make invidious comparisons
between the northerners and the Californians on this score.

A Nisei girl from the north who herself is rather light
complexioned said, "In the washroom the other day one of the
ladies who lives in my block and is from California asked me
how the girls from the north kept their complexion so fair,
$he said she was surprised at how light complexioned all of us
were., I told here it was probably due to the fact that the
sun wasn't so strong in the north, but that we'd probably be-
come sunburnt too living in a hotter climate and get darker.
This lady was evidently concerned about her daughter's appear-
ance and -evidently was anxious to learn some pointers, so 1
told her about using cleansing cream at night and that sort of
thing., She apparently came from a farming background and didn't
know very much about feminine toilets. She was quite interest-
ed in hearing what I had to say!l/

A group of Sacramento and Washington girls were in a group
chatting and one of the newcomers from Sacramento said with
some self consciousness, "I'm so dark; look at me., It looks
terrible where the skin's peeling, doesn't it? It was so hot
at Walerga, and there weren't any trees for shade. I just got
burnt all over walking around camp." Some of the northern
girls expressed sympathy, but one of the Sacramentans comment-
ed, "If you stick around here long enough, you'll be kurombos
just like us, t00."2/ e

Indeed, differences of complexion became, very shortly, a mat-

1/ July 13, 1942, Miyamoto Notes.
2/ Miyamoto Notes, July 2, 1948,
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ter of indifference. Likewise, there. were certain slang phrases
much used among the Caiifornia youths which were unfamiliar to the
Nisei from the north, such as, "getcha down," "waste time," and
“Yabo'(Japanese)", but these too lost their initial -st»easees
strangeness for the northerners as the latter also adopted them
in their own cénversations.

One of the most prominent differences, often remarked upon
py Nisei youths, were the distinctive dance habits of Califoﬂeians
and Northwesterners, Whereas "jitterbugging" was very mach in fash-
jon among the Californians, especially the Sacramentans, and a great
many of the latter were quite expert at it, the youths from the
Northwest were generally unfamiliar with it and confined themselves
more to the-meme- familiar variations upon the fox trot énd the waltz.
Some of the earliest community dances held with mixed sectional
groups led to some disagreement regarding the number of times each

should be plaged

that "smooth musie" and "fast music"/during an eveningl/, = problem
that wes partially solved by having two dance halls with different
emphases on the type of musie played. As the project became filled
to its residential capacity, the dance halls also became crowded
~nd the-Northwest groups, particularly in Werd 7, often held their
own dances with some apparent intent of excluding the Californians.
Differences also were reduced as the northern youths learned %o

" jitserbug" from their California friénds. In general, the northern

youths were regarded as more econservative and formal then the youths

from the south, and some of the hostility of the former lay in their

objection to the aggressi#eness of the latter on '‘the dance flibor.

1/ Tule Lake Report, Chap. IV, Part I, pp. 8-9.,
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For instance, "cutting in" on the dence floor was apparently a fa-

miliar practice among the California youths, but much less so among

those ¥rom the Northwest.

Correlated with the type of dancing engaged in by the two
groups, there were also certain noticeable differences of attibe
and behavior., Some of the "jitterbugging" youths from Californis
affected "zoot suits", sometimes of a startling variety. A more
general fashion among the Califomia youths was a denim trouser,
rolled up at tﬁe bottom, with a denim jacket worn over-a "T-shirt®,
and a pair of farming boots which looked somewhat like a cowbgpy's
riding boots, This outfit was frequently seen on the dance flaor,
sometimes including the heavy boots, which the northermers found
somewhat objectionable, It was customary to top this style of clothf
ing with a type of mele coiffeure known as a "Pachook™ haircut",
otherwise called a "Filipino haircut", the distinctive features of
which wergﬁggl the hair were leff'long enough to reach from the
heirline on the forehead to the nape of the neck, oiled and slicked
back in a long, heavy pompadour. These habits were largely unfam-
iliar to the Northwesterners prior to evacuation, although many
youths of the latter group were influenced tp adopt the style., om=
While this appearance may mmt have characterized onlj a minority of
the California youths, and only the "yogores" (1lit., "dirties", a
youth gang type) completely fulfilled the type, the northerners
were inclined to look upon it as 'a distinctively California group
feature,

Certain clubs, particularly the athletic teams, were largely

organlzed among friends known from pre-evacuation commmities,
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Football, baseball and basketball team names such as "White River
Bruins", "Tacoma Busseis", "Marysville," "Florin," "West Sacramento,"

"Bellevae,""Isleton," and "Riverside", give prima facie evidence of

the lines along which most of the athletic clubs were organized.
Such teams as the "Wakabas" and "Mikados" of Sacramento were blubs
organiied for years before the evacuation and were well known in
the Japanese communities as strong basketball teams. These clubs
were all formed among long-standing friends, and considering the
amount of time members of an athletic club spends with his.teammates,
it mey be presumed that primery friendship groups among the Nisei
young people ét Tule Lake were in Xmrxm part formed on the basis
of o0ld commmity ties.

The condition contributing most towards the maintenance of
0ld commmnity relationships was the distribution of peopde roughly
by community.groups. Because of the distances on the project, ikthe
lack of means of transportation, and the poor roads, there was a
tendency of the people to seek associations among those liviﬁg within
short walking distances. This was particularly true of the older
people some of whom seldom ventured beyond their own ward.

Sertvivesi tenyvefXeoursEyXvE X thexvasisxofveertainveonFiictev

A number of conflicts naturally emerged out of these feelings
of sectional differences. Because various sectional groups arrived
at the project at different times in accoréancé with army-regulated
movements, certain sections arriving early had the adventage of
a wider selection of the better jobs, a source of much resentment
to the late arrivals who felt that sectional favoritism was practiced

to ensure the better jobs.for friends. The accusation)came especial=-




Sectional bifferenceg

ly from the Galifornians end were directed at the Northwestermers
who arr;ved first at the project and, as it was claimed, saved the
better job opportunities for their friends in the Pinedalel(North-
west) group which arrived last, According to one girl from Sacra-

mento:

I know from my own case that some of the Washington girls
have been saving the better secretarial and clerical jobs at
the administration offices for their friends. Just by walk-
ing through the offices, you can tell right away there's some-
thing wrong because most of the good jobs are filled by the
Northwest people. I placed an application for a secretarial
position as soon as I got here In June, and I even went &
couple of times to the employment office to inquire., When I
went to the employment office, one of the girls--I'm sure she
was from the Northwest-~told me there weren't any secretarial
positions open just at the moment but that she'd let me know
as soon as there was something and took my name down, I went:
back two or three times, end it was the same thing. When the
Pinedale group ceme in, some of the girls from the Northwest
got jobs right away. I know because one of my friends who
works dowvn there told me about it., I've been working in the
mess hall, but I don't want to spend all the rest of my time
here waiting on tables. Lots of girls I know are in the same
fix, and they're sll pretty made about it.l/

On the other hand, the same accusations were made by the Pine-
dale group when they arrived late and found all the better positions
filled.

Sectional feelings were not less intense when the parties in-
volved were both from th? same general district. One such conflict
which eventually came to the attention of the Internal Security Di-
vision involved some youths from Walnut Grove end Isleton, two com-
munities located very close together in the Lower Sacr;mento Valley,
the people from which were living in the same as well as adjacent

blocks of Ward 2. While both commnities are in the Delta gegion

of the Lower Sacramento River, a district known among Japanese resi-

1/ Miyemoto Notes, August 1, 1942,
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dents from northern Californie as having contained some of the most
"backward" Japanese communities of Californies, it seems from the
languege used by these people themselves that Walnut Grove was con-
eidered more strictlj speaking the delta community, while Isketon
was not so regarded. The trouble between the two groups occureed
when some of the Deltan* (Walnut Grove) fellows were invited into
the Isleton Club, but other members objected to accepting them as
members. A dispute developed over this insult, and a fight was
threetened. A gang of about five of the Isleton fellows hunted
out one of the Walnut Grove boys and beat him up badly enough to
require hospital attention; eventually the parents of the boys
also became Iinvolved idF misunderstanding and it was necessary to
take the question bBefore the Judicial Commission of the Council
for a-settlemanf. The comment of one Waiwmt Isleton girl on the
characteristics of the Walnut Grove youths was:

She said that the"Deltan kids were really dirty." The

Walnut Grove kids thought that they were from a city in com-

parison to the Isleton people, she stated. As a matter of

fact, however, Isleton was a larger town and Walnut Grove only

a village, Ondy there were more Japanese in Walnut Grove

which gives them the idea thet they were swell.l/

Sectionalism, like all forms of provincialism, had at its basis
not only the feelings of difference but also of superiority of one's
own group to that of others. On the whole, such factors as the big-
ness of the community from which one came, the attractiveness claimed
for it, and the veriety of experiences permitted in one's home lo=
cale, were the conditions which were presumed to givq'one group

superiority over the other. The claim of the Northwest group was

that the Californians fpmom the Sacramento Valley and Placer County

1/ sekoda Journal, Sept. 10, 1942,
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wes—that were less Americanized than-'those from the north, while the
counter-charge of the Californians was a denial of this claim and
an accusation of -the Northwest group of "snootiness", consérvatism,
and provincialism, Considering the more intense anti-Jaa nese agi-
tation that existed in the rural areas of northern California than
in either Washington or Oregon, it seems plausible that the latter
groups historically arrived at a more harmonious symbiotic relation-
ship than the former., But the circumstances of evacuaéion and cen=
ter life were such that a premium was placed upon the sensitivity
_of the evacuees to breaches of their personal rights and williggness
to protest against the Caucasisns. There was a tendency among the
appointed personnel to look onm the Norfhwest people a8 more Ameri-
canized than the Californiens, and promotefs of the Co-op movement
declared the Northwest people of Ward 7 the most receptive to their
program, But from the standpoint of the evacuee community, the
ﬁcooperativeness" of the Northwest people with the administration,
rather than being an admirable trait, was a sign of weakness and
insensitiyity to personal discrimination., The sensitivity to this
criticism from the Californiens is reflected in the remarks of one
Nisei from the Northwest during the regist;ation protest whén he
remarked: ' =
A11 the Nisel have to get together and start fighting, It's
when things go hard with you that you learn to fight; you begin
. to feel like you've got some guts. You can tell the difference
right away between the people from Washington and those from
California, The California Nisei know how to fight because
they've always had to buck prejudices. Up north, we're soft
because things have been easier. You can see it right away.i/
$ In fact, it was true that protest leadership was much more
. common emong the California people than the Northwestemners,

l/ Miyamoto Notes, Feb. 11, 1943,
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Because of the need to live together within a single community,
strenuous efforts were made to avoid sectionalism by administrative
and community leaders. A basic theory in any organization founded
; ~ representation
emong the people of the community as a whole was that due/xegozuiv
t¥omw be giveﬁ to every major sectiohal area present at the project.
Generally, this was accomplished by having one representative from
each ward, which would give four representatives from Californias
and three from Washington and Oregon, & rough correspondence to the
absolute proportions of population on the project. In the formation
of the Farm Committee, following various suggestions for giving fair
representation, the proportions agreed upon were: four from California
and five from Washington and Oregon.l/ Editorials were written and
warnings were frequently issued both by the administration and com-
munity leaders to reduce sectional feelings.

The preservation of old community ties, however, offered cer-
tain advantages which made any complete departure from it impracti-
cable. In having personel favors done, for instence, old friend-
ship connections offered competitive advantage in receiving early
attention to his problem. At the time the W.R.A., proposal to trans-
fer some of the doctors was being aired, én Issei in pmotesting the
transfer of Dr, Harada of Sacramento stated:

Dr. Harada is one whom we have known in our midst for a
long time, and we have always loved him from the bottom of our
hearts. He is one whom we trust and love as one of our own
sons, and nothing would grieve us more than to seem him trans-
ferred. A® you know, most sicknesses are sicknesses of the mind
primarily, and sicknesses of the body only secondarily., For

the treatment of such ailment, one requires a doctor who has
long been our friend and whom we cen trust.2/

1/ Hisatomi Notes, August 17, 1942.

2/ Miyamoto Notes, October 23, 1942,
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D. RURAL - URBAN DIFFERENCES

External differences between the urban and rural people at
Tule Lake were difficult to distinguish, for given the same condi-
tions of 1ife both groups adapted themselves to center conditions
in mueck the same way, and because of the close contacts within the
center cbmmunity it eppeared th_at there was seldom any distinection
made between the people of urban and of rural backgrounds in ﬁhe
interpersonal relations formed. The one group at fhe project com-
posed overwhelmingly of those from a farming baékground were the men
employed on the project farm, a grbup distinguishable by their at-
tire and their weathered skin.l/ Conversely, those employed in the
administrative offices were largely from urban backgrounds or had
attended urban schools, and they too were somewhat distinguishable
as a "white-collar" group although most »esidents of them generally
wore very informal clothing, Externals, however, constituted a poor
criterion of distinction between those of urban and those of rural
backgrounds, for in addition to the urbanization that has widely
influenced rural people in America towards greater conformity with
city-ways, the circumstances at Tule Lake were essenti&l;y rural
and adoption of rural habits, especially ofhg}othigg,ﬂpas common m
among the city people.2/ On the whole, rﬁra}%qrbén;déép?géti@ns
were of relative unimportance for perceptiplé qiﬁferqgcgs éé?é dif-

ficult to ascertain and people seldom referred to such differences.

1/ During the farm strike of August 1942, two members of
the research staff donned work clothing to'permit mingling among
the strikers without occasioning too much notice, One of the two
was accustomed to laboring jobs in canneries and sawmills, and on
this occasion wore such clothing as he had been accustomed to wear-
ing at these manual jobs. However, their friends in the farm crew
later made quite a joke of their attempted-disguise remarking upon

how easily the two_men could bg spotted among the farm workers. ,%ﬁis
is far from crucial evidence of the dgfferenges gn appearance of the
farm workers, but it is suggestive of differences that were diffi-
cult for outsiders to imitate. . o .

2/ See back of page. :

\iig
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2/ At a rough estimate it may be sald that over 50% of the
people at Tule Lake were from a rural or semi-runal ,Jpackground. By
contrast, Minidoka was populated overwhelmingly by city people from
Portland and Seattle, An immediate impresgsion.in going from Tule
Lake to Minidoke was a difference in type of clothing worn by the
people at the two centers. More suits were in evidence among the
latter group, the ladies appeared to give more attention to clothing,
and the young people seemed to copy campus stybes more assiduously,
In general, the Minidoka people seemed more "dressed up" than the
Tule Lake residents. A check among a few transferees from Tule Lake
produced confirming affirmations of this observation.. In a gross
way, then, there may have been differences in the outward appearance
of city people by contrast with rural people at Tule Lake. However,
if sueh differences existed, they were of such a subtle character
as to defy analysis. :
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The differences which were alleged to exist were largely in
the nature of untested claims most of which were the subjects of
corment only during the initial period of adjustments. In those
blocks composed of both city and country people, a common accusa-
tion during the early days was that the country women were respon-
sible for the clogging of the boilet drains, an occasional occurrance
in the women's toilets at the time, A city girl was heard to remark:

This is the second time in a week that one of the o-benio

(toilet) in the women's side has become clogged. I hear a

the bloeck janitor was complaining because the women throw their

"ganitary pads" into the bowls and flush them down the drain,

He says that's what is causing the trouble, I can't blame him

for complaining, I think it's these country women who are re-

sponsible; some of them probably don't know that you're not
supposed to throw the "pads" into flush tollets. Somebody
ought to tell them.l/

There is at least one case on record of a country woman mek-
ing the same accusation of city women, possibly in retaliation for
the more commonly heard criticisms of the country people.

e, K. (a eity girl) was telling us of Mrs., Seleura S.'s ex-
planation of why the women's toilets were clogged--the eity
girls had put kotex in., "City people have no more sense,"

It sseemed much more likely that country girls accustomed to

outhouses had done the trikk.2/ :

When the Tule Lake farm was first being organized in June 1942,
there was an urgent demand for farm workers to plant $80,000 worth
of seeds

which were already arriving at the project,
and the administration publicized strong pleas for a turnout of
all experiended farmers to save this investment. Consgidering the
number of "soft" jobs available on the project at the time, farm-
ing for a token wage of $16 a month was unattractive, and the pres-

sure upon this particular group to accept this undesirable type of

1/Miyemoto Notes, June 26, 1942,

2/ Shibuteni Journal, July 8, 1942.
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"work caused some resentment among the farming people who felt that
they were being held responsible for the farming project while the
city people were generally relieved of obligation., 1In an argument
over the question of volunteering for farm work, one Kibei answered
an Issei who was urging cooperation with the government:

We farmed for thirty years and were uprooted. 7You city
people don't understnad. We are in a terrible situation and
at the mercy of the dirty ketoll/

While no conclusive argument can be made on the point, there
ja some evidence that the farmers were more embittered over the loss
of their farms than the city people were over the loss of their
businesses. This condition, if it were true, might be attributed
to the conservative outlook of the farming class, but there have
been offered economic reasons why the evacuation was a more severe
blow to the farmers than to the city mefchants. During the regis- -
tration the rural people of Ward 5, mostly from Placer County, prov-
ed to be among the strongest oppositionists; an effort was made to
determine whether there were any special economic losses resulting
from the evacuation to these people which made them particularly
embittered.

Mike Masdda, who came from Auburn (Placer County), was |
agked whether it was true that people from Placer.County were
uncooperative during the registration because they had just
bought their farms and lost all of it during evacuation, Mike
said that it was partly true., Fruit renches were not paying
and meny Caucasians found it impossible to keep their ranches.
Many Japanese consecuently bought these ranches, paying at
least several thougands of dollars for them, Since most of
these Japanese farmers did not have any extra money, they
had to make payments every year on the farm they bought. Also,
they had to buy equipment to take care.of the farm., Conse-

quently, when the evacuation came along they were caught with

their farm and equipment only partly paid for, and which they
subsequently lost because they could not continue to make pay-
ments.2

f;/'Shibutani Journal, June 27, 1942,
2/ Sakoda Journal, April 4, 1943.
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The foregoing report is substantiated by others who have told
of losses to the Placer County farmers because of their relatively
late start in the farming of that area, the damage to fruit orchards
because of poor care by the Caucasian farmers to whom they were
leased, and the instaences of "swindling"™ by the lessees who had
assumed control of the evacuee farms. However, farmers from.other
areas have also claimed special difficulties as a result of evacua-
tion, as in the remarks of 'a young farmer from the Pugbt Sound truck
farming region.

The trouble was that the evacuation orders didn't come
out until March of 1942 and even in April and May there was
still some talk that farmers would not be evacuated at least
until the farming season was over. Wewweren't sure that we
should go ahead with the planting but the Government told us
to go ahead and that we would be repaid for the costs, so a
lot of the farmers d4id start their planting., I believe most
of the farmers had the F.S,A. handle the transactions for clsp-
ing deals, and most of them ceme out all right, but, even so,
there were some farmers who got rooked, There were also some
farmers who formed agreements with Caucasian friends or with
farm corporations, but they later slid out from under those
agreements when they claimed they couldn't get farm labor or
for other Treasons.,

The thing 1s, ferming is a seasonal occupation and the
farmer is best off in the fall right after harvesting and he's
the poorest in the spring when he's putting his savings into
the farm. If the evacuation had come in the fall instead of
in the spring, it would have mede quite a difference to the
farmers. As you know, farmers have to do business on credit;
they get loans to buy seeds, ferti%izers and labor, and then
pay off in the winter after the harvest. On our farm, we had
already started to prepare for the coming season, but by the
time we paid off all our debts beceuse of evacuation, we had
haerdly anything left., We had been making investments on the
farm, adding new equipment, fixing up the sheds, and so om,
which would have paid good dividends if we'd been allowed to
stay, but while all that cost money, it hardly amoudted to any-
thing when it came time to sell out, Farming is a gamble. Or-
dinarily you don't make much, just enough to get along, end
you work and wait for a couple of good years when prices are
up to meke some sevings and pay off all the debts, My father
worked hard building up the farm, end just when it seemed the
farm would begin to pay off, the evacuation came elong and
wrecked our chances,l/

1/ Miyamoto Notes, Septbmber 19, 1945.'
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The losses of the city business men and professionals have also
been great, especially among those whose trade depended upon the
continued existence of Japanese communities. But perhaps because
of thé farmers' closer identity with their property, the soil which
.they had carefully husbanded over the years, there was a feeling
among the uprooted farmers that, "You city people don't understand.”

In the originel poliecy of the W.R.A., it had been hoped that
farming might be made a major source of income to the project, and
there were even schemes suggested for a distribution of the profits
from evacuee production. Had these plans been carried out and had
farming become the chief source of profit-meking to the evacuees,
it is possible that the farming class at the center might have gained
special status at the project. But the farmers were not, in fact,

a favored group, and there were reasons for them to feel rather
that they were not adequately compenseated for the work they did.
Some of the chief complaints of the farm strike of August 1942 were
that the farmers were not fed enough for the kind of work they did, °
they were were not only wearing out their own clothes but were hav-

) working
ing to wash them after ¥®img/in the exceptionally dusty soil ell day,
and while their wage payments were delayed, they were spending théi;
own savings to pay for shoe repairs and new work clothing. On the -
wholé the office jobs were preferred positions and were on the aver-
age compensated better than the farm workers, but the professional,
administrative and even clerical positions were largely held by
people of urban background.

Nog}ggxg the women of farming background acquire favored status

by their greater capacity for work. In one of the blocks with mix=-
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ed residents of both urban and rural background, it was noted that
Issei

more/women from the country worked—in—bthe—moge—held were employed at

gainful occupation than were the city women. An Issel women from

the city said:

Mrs, Nakamure and the other women who are from the country
end are working in the mess hall were saying it wouldn't be
necessary for us city women to work because they would teake
care of the tasks. They were accustomed to working, they said,
and only became tired staying at home, What they meant was
that wex city women don't kmow how to work as they do. I know
that is what they are thinking. The country women think we are
ngoft" and too much interested in "gociety" life. But I notice
that whenever they want some group function of the block women
carried out, they call upon one of the city women %O do it.;/
The Issei women who worked were largely employed as dishwashers,

laundresses, packing-shed workers, waitresses, craft instructors in

adult education, cooks helps, and janitresses at the hospital, With

the exception of the eraft instructors, none df these'pesitions added -

to the social prestige of the workers. " At least during the first
Isseil

year at Tule Lake, there were more/women from rural backgrounds

employed than those from the cities.

While the physical conditions at the relocation center were
primarily rural, the organizational activities of a commmity of
15,000 pleced & premium upon capabilities of the kind acquired un-
der urben circumstances. For example, of the seven men elected to
the Planning Board Directorship, five were from an urbean background
and only two from a rural, a disproportionately heavy represent ation
of the city people. While the background of the councitmen have

not been analyzed, the strongest leadership in the Council were

largely from those of urben background or who had received college

1/ Miyamoto Notes, November 3, 1942,
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training in urban areas. In one block populated almost equally by
both rural and urban people, block leadership ceme largely from

the urban people and every elected or appointed office of the block,
including the councilmen, planning board representative, and the
block manager, was held by persons from the cities. In an election
of the Co=-cp rppresentative in this block, when a country'person
was nominated for the office, the reason Sffered for declining the
nomination was:

"] and others of my group are mostly from the farm and
are inexperienced in matters of this kind., I think it would
be better to elect persons from the city who had had experience
in orgenizational work.l/

On the whole, there was an attitude of superiority attached
to the fact of having come from a large city or its suburb. Resi-
dence in Sacremento was presumed to be intrineically superior to
residence in Walnut Grove; likewise, residence in Seattle was con-
sidered superior to residence in Tacoma.

A girl was asked where she came from and she replied that
she was from Sacramento., Later a Sacramento girl who had been
in the group when the first girl was asked her place of origin,
commented, "Mary isn't a Sacramento girl, Her father had a
small farm about thirty miles outside the city, and I don't
think she ever lived in the city, although I know two of her
older sisters were working in Sacramento. I don't see why
she should try to hide the fact that she's not from Sacramento;
she could just as well have said that she's from B s
which is actually where she's from.2/

Each group, of course, tended to defend its community and its
way of life, and claims were made for the city people or the country
people the validity of which could not have been easily tested.

The country people had poor table manners at the mess hall unlike
the city people, the city people complained more about the food than
the country people, the country people were slow in understanding-

administrative regulations---such were the claims., But apart from

1/ Miyamoto Notes,. August 21, 1942,
2/ Miyemoto Notes, November 12, 1842. -
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such specific claims which could not have been easily proved or dis-

proved, popular conceptions of the relative superiority of urban

or rural backgrounds generally tended to follow the pattern of the
larger society on the outside, Among the young people the falues
which were stressed were ability in sports, expertness in dancing,
educational background, specific talents, and poise in social rela-
tions. Among the older people the values emphasized were economic
and politi¢al acumen, adherence to correct Japanese conventions,
and general social acceptability. The urban people and those from
the country with experience in city life on the whole enjoyed a .

superior status on the basis of these standards.

Social Classes in a Center Community

Special difficulties are involved in distinguishing the social
classes of a center community, for the relocation center was not
only a frontier commmnity in the sense of its newness and relative
lack of tradition,'but it was also a communistic society, placing
uniform restrictions on all the people, insofar as its organizational
plan was concerned, Uﬁder the circumstence, it seems more appro-
priate to refer to class aspirations in the center community than
to any definable and existing class structure, but beoausé of this
nebudous, ill-defined class situation, it is necessary that we define
the type of strivings which represented class aspirations, It seems
legitimate to say that all class definitions presuppose some social-
ly defined conceptions of superiority and inferiority among large
groupings of people. As to what constitutes the conditions of superi-

ority or inferiority varies widely with the doctrines held, but in
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all the docttines there is agreement that the "superior” clasées
heve readier access to certain desired values of society. Again,
there is much disagreement as to the acquisition of which values
gives superiority to a group of people. But as our minimum defi-
nition of class aspirations, we assume that people strive for cer-
tain socially defined‘values highly prized in that society but which
are not accessible to all the people; and part of our problem, with
reference to social classes in the center communityy is to define
the values soucht by the evacuees of the community.

The objeets of class aspiration at the center were inevitably
influenced by the class ideals of the larger society from which the
evacuees had been so recently isolated: wealth, power, material com-
forts, and their fundamental accompaniment, regard from others and
acceptability in the most exclusive groups. The conditions of the
relocation center, however, were entriely unfavorable to the devel- /|
opment of class differences. Because of the uniformity of housing,
wages, meals, privileges, education, medical care, and all other -
commun ity provisions, the external symbols of upper-class status
had little possibility of expression. There were no residences
superi%g to others, and no segregated districts of the wealthy or
the poor. There were no shops or places of entertainment for speciai'
classes of people, Everyone ate the same meals at the mess hall, -
although a few of the wealthier families supplemented the mess hall ;
food with meals at home. No evacuee was permitfed to have his own
car on the projeet. The unifo;mity of wages imposed a considerable
restriction upon the'development of class differences, but moréﬁmportw

ant was the fact that everyone was an employee of the W.R.A, and &he¥
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no evacuee could become a member of the "employingﬁ class, The re-
sult wes a tendency toward the levelling of all evacuee social status,
and of impressing upon evacuee conéciousness, rather, the contrast
of class position between themselves and those outside the centers.
The difficulties of class definition at Tule Lake were also the -
result of a relative absence of clear class divisions in the Japanese
commmnitie\s even before the war; that is, class distinctions were
not totally lacking but there had been neither the time norm the
conditions for definite class lines to crystallize. On the whole,
the Japanese in America have been profoundly middle class in their
economic interests and social-political aims, The ococupational sen-
sus of 1940 indicates that the Japanese were to a large extent
involved in proprietorship dr managership of their own businesses
and farms, others serving as clericals or laborers under the Japan-
ese proprietors, and a small minority in personal services. Many
of the private enterprised were family oﬁerated and there was little
-room for the development of a distinction between employer and em-
ployee. Even among the laboring and clerical groups working for
other Japanese, there was imposed upon them a kind of family concep-
tion, of %he employer as a kind of benevolent patriarch, Hence, un-
like the people of the United States as a whole, there has been very
little growth of a working-class consciousness, and the primary im-
pulse has been towards maintaining existing enterprises or of acquir=-
ing a private enterprise of one's own, The nature of this ideology
is well illustrated in the widespread indifference and distrust of
unionization characteristic of the bulk of Japanese population even

in recent years, and the acceptance of & few labor unions only in
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a few ﬁity trades and industries.

No fundamental alteration of this ideology resulted as a conse-
quence of their evacuation and the change of their economic circum-
stances, The hope of most Issei was that, after the war, they might
return to their former positions in the Pacific Coasf economy as
' farm operators or as small entrepreneurs in the cities. The Nisei,
although less sure of their future, pictured it in terms of profes-
sions or_the operation of farmsz and retail trades following their

parents. Much of their embitterment over the losses of evacuation

were related to the loss of their private property and enterprises,

and the fear that-they could not be reéonstituted after the war,
Frequent references to property and business indicate the cLPse iden-
tity of the evacuees' 1life goals to these objects, and the d@isrup-
tion of their pursuit which was caused by the evacuation. During
the registration, ruestions concerning the possibility of a return

to the pre-evacuation circumstances were frequent.

Mr. Chairmen, I'd like to say a few things. The evacuation

has placed the people in a very difficult position., We have

. all had to give up homes in which we lived for many years. We
have given up farms which our fathers worked and improved,
sometimes over a period of twenty or thirty years. Some of
ds have given up property which was valued at thousands of dol-
lars, end often at tremendous losses. We have done all this
without complaining because we felt that by evacuating quietly
we might cooperate in the war effort. Now we want to ask the
Government and the WRA to stand behind us. Won't you help us
try to regain some of those things which we have lost? We have
given our loyalty to the United States; but if we are prohibited
from getting those things which we are asking for, we can't' put
our hearts into fighting for this country. We fight because
we want to go back to our homes, Mr. Coverley, if you would
try to help us, I am sure the people would be back of you one
hundred percent on anything you say. Don't discriminate against
us, but press this point time and again. (Loudm applause) 1/

An Issei who owned and operated a petail merchanidse store in

1/ Miyamoto Notes, Feb. 15, 1945.

"
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. Seattle before the war inquired:
-

One question which I should like to ask is, what does the
statement mean when the Governemént declares: "...ways shall
be found to restore you as quickly as may be to your normal and
rightful share in the present 1life and work of the people of
the United States." (Tulean Dispatéh, Feb, 10). Does that
mean® that the Issel and Nise shall be permitted to return to
their old homes and businesses and carry on under normal cir-
cumstances? If that is what is meant by "a return to normal
life"™ then perhaps we might sign our allegiance to the United
Stetes.l/

One of the commonest refrains in the arguments of the Isseil was
their reference to the years of struggle to build up their economy,
an idea that reflected their close identity with the objective of
entrenching themselves in the independent status of a middle class.
entrepreneur., The same point of view was presented by the peoP1e
who, during the iegistration, expressed their intention of return-
ing to Japan. Some declared they would go to Japan and starﬁ farms
or businesseé; more frequently the intent was expressed of exploit-
ing the.conquered'terrirories of the Greater Asia sphere.

There is no future for the Japanese in this country. I
think we should turn our attention towards the conguered terri-
tories on the Asiatic mainland, and some of the islands in the
South Pacific, In all of that territoby, there is bound to be
a tremendous economic reconstructiongafter the war; you can't
miss on an opportunity like that. Eh whole area is scarcely
industrialized, but that is what Japan will accomplish for
those territories. For a successful economy you need two things,
raw materials and people, the latter to provide both labor and
a merket. Both are already there, in Java, the Malays, French-
Indo China, and the Japanese will bring in the organization to
utilize what is already there.2/

During an Ouiji (fortune telling) craze at Tule Lake, two girls,
sisters of a rather conservative family whose father had Bperated a
restaurant before the war, told of the future Ouiji had outlined for
their family.

1/ Miyamoto NOtes, Feb. 15, 1943.
2/ Miyamoto Notes, Feb. 13, 1943,
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Another thing we asked Ouiji was about our family takara
(treasure). My mother says its been lost for a long time. We
found out that the treasure is bufied three feet from the well
(on the family land in Japan), and we even found out how deep
it is. It's two feet deep. So we're going to be rich., We ask-
ed Ouiji where we are going after the war, and it said we were
going to Singapore and stay fifteen years to make more money.
Then we're coming back to the United States. Anhyway, we're
going to Japan first after the war.l/

There.is, of course, nothing specially middle-class in the ati-
titudes expressed, except that these Nisei girls reflected the acute
interest in the amassing of wealth which has tended to characterize
the immigrant Japenese. An educated Issei from an upper-class fa-
mily of Japan, who looked somewhat critically upon the fellow immi-
grant Japanese but had wide business contacts with them prior to
evacuaﬁion, ig stated to have commented as follows during the period
of strikes in the Fall of 1942,

He said that the'basic attitudes of the Issei were unchang-
ed. He said that any changes were only camouflage for the real
acquisitive attitudes that have always been present. He said
that the Issei came here to make money and they still have a
iust for money. (In other works, if the Issei were permitted
to make money at the project, there would be no complaints)é/
Historically, the Japanese immigrants tooked upon private enter-

prise as the best and quickest method of amassing wealth, and the
bulk of those working as laborers and hired hands thought of this as
a temporary means to achieve sufficient capital for the opening of
one's own business. If their "lust for money" had not'changed, their
i{deas on how their incomes at the project might be increased follow=-
ed the customary pattern. A frequently made suggestion was that

the W.R.A. farm lend, instead of being menaged by the agency, be

leased out to individual farmers under a tenant farm basis, or be

1/ Miyamoto thes, Nov, 4, 1942,
2/ Shibutani Journal, October 12, 1942.
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organized into a produceré cooperative.l/

A more direct consequence of their middle class baokgf;und was
the unfamiliarity of the evacuees with plans and programs of workers'
orgenizations, iﬁ the strikes and slow-downs which occurred at tﬁe
project, few if any were organized. They were rather spontaneous -
eruptions in reéponse to given conditions or to the suggestions #f
a.few leaders. The meetings of strikems were characterized by an
jgnorance of organizational prodedures; there seemed only the desire
to vent basic dissatisfactions without an understanding of how to
establish the machinery forleffectiVely removing the digsatisfactions.
Both Mr, Shirrell and Mr. Coverley complained that they did not un-
derstand what the evacuees were demanding when they struck or re-
belled, but the inability of the administration to cope with thei
workers' rebellions was often the consequence of an absence of any
orgBanization among the workers to represent their grievances to the
administration., The one work group thet had anything like a satis-

workers'
factory/xmxk committee was the Mess Hall Committee headed by Kintaro
Takeda, whol showed a talent for such organizing, but most of the
work corps units lacked the orgenizational leadership to have their
demands effectively presented to the administration,

The universal employee status of the evacuees did give rise to
an elementary basis of a workers' ideology, as their use of the strike
as a protest measure showed., During the farm strike, one farmer was
overheard telling others of a plan started by one of his youthful
friends to have a C.I.P. union at the project, to which the evacuees
nodded with approval.g/ But no union organization was ever establish=-

ed at the project, and the general reaction of the evacuees to a sug-
1/ Miyamoto Notes, "Isseil Meeting", Nov., 5, 1942.

2/ Miyamoto Notes, August 16, 1942.
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gesting of identifying themselves with the C.I.0, was one of ‘alarm
and disapproval.

While middle class attitudes were predominant, the people in
the pre-evacuation communities were not whodly undifferentiated, and
the class distinetions formed in the past had some cérry-over into
the center commmnity. ‘the bulk of people in this center came from
Sacramento, Placer County, White River Valley in Washington, and
Hood River in Oregon. Several other lerge communities were represent-
ed. The evacuees frequently knew a great deal about the members of
their respective groups] and #re would speak of the relative merits
of different families, "That femily puts on airs here, but, really,
they were nothing back home," is the kind of attitude often expressed.
Sometimes there was recognition of superior status. |

See that well-dressed woman standing with a child? She's
from the 'afternoon tea group'! in San Francisco, but was evacu-
ated to Tule Lake after having moved to the 'white zone'.l/

Group essociations formed in the past among people of similar
class interests persisted at Tule Lake, Walter Tsukamoto, lawyer,
Dr. George Iki, physician and surgeon, Dr. Muramoto, physician,
Henry Takeda, lawyer, and Sumio Miyamoto, accountant, were among
those who* formed what might be cdlled the upper crust of Nisei so-
ciety in Sacramento continued thelr relations at the project. To
the extent that they existed, the upper class of Nisei society was
constituted principally of college memx alummi, ususlly in the pro-
fessions or business who had achieved some economic success, played
golf, tennis, poker or contract bridge in tﬂ;ir own groups, and had

mutual friends among well established Caucasian and Issei groups.

1/ Miyamoto Notes, Oct. 31, 1942,
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Femilies were somet imes pointed out as having amassed a larée
fortune in their enterprises prior to the war, end the fact that é
distinetion was made of those with wealth would seem to-indicéte
that economic meens was an element of class differentiation. Espe-

_¢ielly was this true where wealth had led to visible signs of power,
as in the case of a farmer who owned large acreages of land and em=-
ployed a large number of iapanese workers during the harvesting sea-
son. But a fortune of itself was not & significant factor im sopial
status, for there were many families who were alieged té be wealtuj
but who were otherwise undistinguished and received no special recog-
nition from the péople.

Jack's folks have & lot of money all right. They had a
big ferm near G . His father is the gambling type when
it comes to farming, risks everything on some gingle crop, but
he's always seemed to be lucky and he's hit it off pretty well.
But Jeck's old men never did commend much respect among the
people. To begin with, he's a kind of course individual, On
top of that, he's not what you would call community minded.
People who have worked for him say that you have to watch your
deal s with him carefully or you'll come out on the short
end, 1

But in a community of 15,000 people drawn from all parés of
the Pacific Coast, there were limits to the people's knowledge of
:each others.background, and in this anonymous situation there were
frequent efforts to impress each other with one's background,

Sono was telling me about the kind of home she came from.
From what I gathered, I had the impression Sono must have come
from a pretiy well¥to-do family. She's a rather unusual girl
and I was curious about her so I asked Mieko about her gince
she came from the same general area, Mieko wag mad when she
heard that Sono had been going around speaking of her father's
place as a large dairy farm., Mieko told me, 'If you call two
cows, a dog, and two cats a.large dairy farm, I don't know what
to call the farms of most Japeanese.' ''Mieko's a very sincere
girlx end I'd never seen her mad before.2/ ‘

1/ August 10, 1942, Miyamoto Notes.
2/ Miyemoto Notes, Nov. 7, 1942,
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Differentidtion of the social classes at Tule Lake was certain-
1y not based on a few simple rules such as one's economic position,
place of residence, material goods possedsed and the social circle .
to which one was admitted. It depended upon a variety of factors’
none of which could be readily paraded before the people to signify
one's class status., Among the Issei, the status of the family in
Japan was —eerveiwdy-one of the most important conditions, and with
it went breeding and a knowledge of Japanese culture, particularly
its arts. To say that a family came from Tokyo-was to infer its
superiority over one coming from a rural and so-called "backward"
area such as Kagoshima., Education, previous occupational status,
and social recognition of any kind received in the paét were factors
contributing to one''s stauus'gt Tule Lake. To name some of the Isséi
who were looked upon as being}gome sense of a superior class, there
were such people as Professor Ichihashi of Standord, Mr. Shinohara
of the Sumitomo Benk, Mr, Kobaha who had been connected with some
kaisghe (treaty merchant) group, and Mr. Shirai who had been marooned
in this country after having btudied at Héidelberg, Germany and ab
Stanford University preparatory to returning to Japan. Sgkoda‘s re-
mraks concerning Mr., Shirai might be applied to the others as well.

Bhirai is a young Issei, getting his education in America,

He was about to go back home when the war broke out. His iden-

tificetion is with the elite group from Japan, evidently., He

is said to have remarked that he would prefer to be in an in-
ternment camp because there were educated people in there with

whom he would have interests in common., He believes that the
people here are ignorant and without any cutlure at all.l/

1/ Sakoda Journal, Feb. 17, 1943,
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Amorg the Nisei, while values similar to those of the Issel

were also held, differentiation was based on still other factors.
Much as they would deny the superiority of the whites, the Niseil
were inclined to ascribe superiority to the fact of having had
considerable contact with Caucasiens in the past and of knowing
how.to get along with the better class whites. There was in this
attitude a certain amount of ambiguity, for the pressure of the
commmity was to deny the value of Caucasian association, whereas
the training and experience of the Nisel in this country laid stress
upon the values emphasiéed in Caucasian-American society. Urbani-
zation, as reflecting the more sophisticated features of American
culture, was likewise considered desirable; although here again the
rurai people and those less acculturated to sophisticated tastes
were inclined to look critically upon the extravagences of the for-
mer group. One gets & hint of this in the remarks made by a country
girl to a city girl who was washing some dishes in the washroom,
Those are awfully pretty dishes. I suppose they were
quite expensive. We use tin plates in our family, but we feel
that in a place like this, there's no use keeping nice things
around,l/
Higher education, but also the place of education, wese factors
in status. A Nigei girl commented of & new acquaintance:
Betty kept referring to her college education and I kept
thinking she must have gone Ef to the University of California,
but I ‘found out that she only attended Junior College. If I
were she, I wouldn't keep talking of myself as a college grad
especially if I'd only completed a junior college course.gj
And on the evening of the first meeting of the"Cal Club" (Uni-
versity of Calfironia alummi) =ziwk one of the speakers remarked:
"Unless you watch yourselves, you will revert to savages."”

He referred to rowdyism and asked that at least the "educated"
1ike those in the Cal Club retain some of the niceties of life. §/

"1/ Miyemoto Notes, Aug. 7, 1942,

2/ Miyamoto Notes, Nov, 7, 1942,
%/ Shibutani Journal, July 17, 1942.
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Possession of these conditions of differentiationy-good family
background, wealth, culture, education, and social contactswaefe
recognized as the basis of class distinction, but at Tule Lake their
possession did not lead to any undiluted recognition of their super-
iority.. There were families which possessed these traits and felt
themselves ﬁuperior to the masses of the people, but the latter would
not necessarily admit the superiority of the former. In fact, one
of the irritations of the people who felt their superiority was that
the center society was so undifferentiated that the same treatment
was accorded to the lowest as well as the highest persons of that
commumity. There was no traditionally distinguished group of the
upper class, no exclusive society admission to which constituted

prima facie recognition of "superior" status. The profiect newspaper

carried a social activities columm which presented. the various so-
cial events in the commmity, but the column was undiscriminating

as to the type of people it wrote about. The column was not in any
-sense a "society page" reserved largely for the elite, or whose num-
ber of lines of a column were measured iﬁ'terms of the relative "im-
portance" of a family. The nearest thing to an exclusive associa-
tion was probably the "Cal Club"™, exclusive in the sense of having
some self conscioushess of social superiority, but the major guali-
fication for admittance to this group was attendance at the University
of California. There were other clubs which were equally exclusive
in its cualifications, such as, athletdéc ability or sectional back-
ground, Bdt, generally speeking, there was no club or association

- composed strictly of those consciously aware of their social sq?eri-'

ority to others.
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There was equal difficulty in identifying what might be ¢alled
the\lower class. There were no residential districts of the poorer
class, for the least fortunate had homes as pretentious as the most
fortunate, and they lived side by side. Every family, the richest
ana the poorest, the highest and the lowest, used the same publie
facilities, mess halls, schools and other institutions. There was
no social stigma attached to the application by a family for publie -
asgsistance grénts. Perhaps the one condition by which the lower
. elass was distinguished to some extent was their background in the
pre-evacuation commnities, A man would occasionally be idegtified
as having associated 1arge1y with the gambling element, another would
be pointed out as a mere ﬁigratory laborer in pre-evacuation days,
or the former squalid circumstances of a family might be mentioned, .
But in the re-shuffling of social groups which occurred as a result
of evacuation, it sometimes happened that people of low social sta-
tus in pre-evacuation communities gained positions df status and
leadership in the relocation center or that families considered of
the lower class before evacuation would associate with those who had
been considered of a higher class.

'‘Class differentiation at Tule Lake, thergfore, wes a process
of becoming rather than of a structure already in existence. Superi-
. or status was somethingrﬁo be achieved rather than of something al=-
ready achieved. One of the fundamensal processes by which this dif-
ferentiation was taking place was through the distinction of leader=
ship in the organizational process. A position of political leader=
ship and power was-the one means by which one evacuée could come to

control the lives of others and thus command their respect and re-

gard., The selection of political leaders was undoubtedly influenced '

—
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by the background status of evacuees, and also by the capabilities
by which individuals had achieved their former status. It was no
accident that men like Ichihashi, Shirai, Shinohara, Ikeda, Yamashita,
Tsukamoto, Yego, and Miyamoto were given political recognition. But
their position was constantly threatened in the center commmnity by
others whose backgrounds may have been undistinguished, but who, un=-
~ der the disturbed circumstances of the center, had the ability of
zaining a following, Among the latter were a lmrge number of those
identified as "agitators" whose chief method of leadership was to
give voice to the discontents of the people. Mr, Tkeda, on one oc-
casion, complained of the latter group:

We have some serious problems here which require® careful
study. % One trouble is that the conditions here are such that
leadership is falling into the hands of the noisiest people.
Most of these noisy ones were nothing before the war, but be-
cause people will listen to their ranting, the gsituation is
becoming uncontrollable.l/

Hed the community remained in existence for long, it geems likely
that a certain amount of class differentiation would have evolved,
principally as a result of the organizational process in polities,

but also on the basis of the statas of individuals in various employ-

mente.




