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CĤ PTJ SR I I * THE STRUCTURE OF CX3MMDNI TT RELATI ONSHI PS 

I n t he l anguage of  t he peopl e at Tul e Lake,  t her e wer e abundant 

r ef er ences t o sc\j j i  di st i nct i ons as "ket o" ( Caucasi ans) and "J aps";  

" I ssei " ,  "Ni sei " ,  and "Ki bei ";  and
 M

Nor t hwest er ner s"and "Cal i f or ni -

ans" .  These st er eot ypes def i ned some of  t he maj or l i nes of  soci al  

r el at i onshi ps mai nt ai ned i n t he communi t y and served as si gni f i cant 

means by whi ch peopl e i dent i f i ed each ot her and t hus r egul at ed 

t hei r behavi or .  They al sb r ef er r ed t o ar eas of  t ensi on i n soci al  

r el at i ons.  Whet her t hese di st i nct i ons wer e accur at e and obj ect i ve-

l y r eal  or not ,  t hei r f r equent and gl i b use i n communi t y di scussi ons 

at t est ed t o t hei r i mpor t ance i n or gani zi ng t he t hi nki ng and behavi -

or of  t he peopl e.  

These di st i nct i ons exi st ed pr i or t o t he evacuat i on and wer e 

of t en ref er red t o i n t he di scussi ons of  t he J apanese communi t i es 

pr i or t o t he war .  The evacuat i on,  however ,  had t he ef f ect of  

gr eat l y enhanci ng t he si gni f i cance of  cer t ai n of  t hese st er eot ypes,  

f or t he condi t i ons of  t he evacuat i on and of  cent er l i f e br ought 

i nto cl ose soci al  r el at i onshi p t he di f f er ent cl asses of  peopl e 

r ef er r ed t o i n t he st er eot ypes andt hus r ai sed pr obl ems of  adj ust -

ment whi ch had not exi st ed bef or e wi t h t he same i nt ensi t y.  One re-

sul t of  t he evacuat i on was to gi ve Caucasi ans supervi sory aut hor i t y 

over J apanese communi t y l i f e.  Second,  evacuees f r om di sparat e par t s 

of  t he Paci f i c Coast wer e t hrown t oget her i n a si ngl e communi t y un-

der condi t i ons of  unpr ecedent ed i nt i macy and conf i nement .  Thi r d,  

wher e par t i ci pat i on i n J apanese communi t y l i f e had hl ght %r t o hi t her t o 

been vol unt ar y,  wi t hi n t he r el ocat i on cent er such par t i ci pat i on coul d 

not be avoi ded and al l  t he r esi dent s had a per sonal  st ake i n t he 

pol i ci es and act i on adapt ed by t he communi t y.  



Chap, I I  2 -

By the st ruct ure of  communi t y r el at i onshi ps r ef erence i s bei ng 

made t o t he popul ar del i neat i ons of  t he maj or gr oupi ngs of  peopl e 

i nvol ed i n communi t y r el at i ons and al so to t he gener al  f orms of  

behavi or charact er i zi ng soci al  r el at i ons wi t hi n each cat egory and 

bet ween one cat egory and anot her .  Whi l e t he organi zat i on of  t he 

Tul e Lake communi t y was i nf l uenced by rapi d changes dur i ng t he f i r st 

year ,  t he at t i t udes under l yi ng t he above- ment i oned di st i nct i ons had 

a per si st ence not af f ect ed by t he super f i ci al  changes i n the com-

muni t y.  The f act t hat t hese di st i nct i ons wer e per si st ent and f unda-

ment al  seems to war r ant t hei r t r eat ment as st ruct ural  f eat ures of  

soci al  r el at i onshi ps.  

A.  TWO WORLDS:  THE CAUCASI ANS AND THE EVACUEES 

The Di scr i mi nat i on of  Evacuat i on 

Set t i ng asi de t he quest i on of  t he j ust i f i cat i on of  evacuat i on,  

t he evacuat i on was di scr i mi nat i ng i n t hat a di f f erence of  t reat ment 

was accorded t he peopl e of  J apanese ancest r y by cont rast wi t h t hat 

accorded al l  ot her peopl es of  t he count r y.  At t he proj ect s i t  was 

a quest i on of  t he ut most i mpor t ance as t o whet her t hi s di scr i mi nat i on 

resul t ed f r om a real  danger of  havi ng t he peopl e of  J apanese ancest r y 

remai n on t he Paci f i c Coast and was t her ef or e based upon mi l i t ar y 

necessi t y,  or whet her t he di scr i mi nat i on was based upon r aci al  pre-

j udi ce.  No f i nal  and concl usi ve answer to t he quest i on coul d be 

gi ven.  But as f ar as t he evacuees wer e concer ned,  t he overwhel mi ng 

maj or i t y was convi nced t hat t he evacuat i on had occur r ed,  not i n 

response t o any real  mi l i t ar y necessi t y,  but r at her because of  t he 

pr ej udi ces and t he economi c greed of  t he maj or i t y peopl e.  

The nat ur e of  t he evacuat i on gave subst ance t o t he vi ew t hat 
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t he evacuat i on of  t he J apanese was based upon raci al  consi der at i ons.  

The one f act above al l  ot her s whi ch t ended t o emphasi ze t hi s f act 

upon t he evacuees was t hat t he peopl e of  J apanese ancest r y,  and 

t hey al one,  wer e evacuat ed.  At t he Hear i ngs of  t he Tol an Commi t t ee 

t he vi ew was abundant l y expressed t hat most I ssei  and Ni sei  wer e 

pr obabl y l oyal  t o t he Uni t ed St at es,  but i t  was t he i nabi l i t y t o 

t el l  t he l oyal  f r om t he di sl oyal  whi ch was decl ared t o be the maj or 

reason f or t he necessi t y of  t ot al  evacuat i on.  For i nst ance,  Gover -

nor Ol son of  Cal i f orni a decl ar ed at t he Hear i ngs:  

. . . .  Fi r st ,  l et me say,  t he di st i nct i on bet ween t he J apanese 
and t he I t al i an and Ger man i s t he di f f i cul t y of  t el l i ng who 
i s who among t he J apanese.  I  t hi nk t hey real i ze t hat .  I  
don' t bel i eve t hat di f f i cul t y exi st s among t he Ger mans and 
I t al i ans. l /  

I t  was on t he ground t hat ,  "We cannot doubt ,  and everyone i s 

agr eed,  t hat t he maj or i t y of  J apanese ci t i zens and al i ens are l oyal  

to t hi s count r y.  But t he i nnocent ten i n t hi s t i me of  war wi l l  

per f or ce suf f er f or t he gui l t y one, "2/  t hat t he evacuat i on was j us-

t i f i ed by t he Tol an Commi t t ee.  On the ot her hand,  t he same Com-

mi t t ee recommended t hat ,  "They (a hear i ng board) shoul d exami ne al l  

cases of  Ger man and I t al i an al i ens on an i ndi vi dual  basi s. "3/  At 

t he t i me per sons of  J apanese ancest ry wer e evacuat ed,  however ,  i t  

was underst ood t hat t he evacuat i on of  Ger man and I t al i an al i ens 

woul d f ol l ow. 4/  The ant i ci pat ed movement of  t he l at t er groups 

never occur r ed,  but si nce no speci f i c announcement was made t hat 

t he evacuat i on of  German and I t al i an  ̂ al i ens woul d not occur ,  i t  

was onl y gr adual l y t hat t he J apanese evacuees became awar e t hat 

T7 Tol an Commi t t ee Hear i ngs,  Four t h I nt er i m Repor t ,  p.  141.  
£/  Tol an Commi t t ee Hear i ngs,  Pr el i mi nar y Repor t s and Recom-

mendat i ons,  p.  15.  
17 I bi d. ,  p.  23.  
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t hey had been sel ected f or speci al  t r eat ment .  The mai n prot est * 

of  t he evacuees was agai nst t he pr i nci pl e of  evacuat i on,  f or t hey 

wer e concerned wi t h t hei r per sonal  si t uat i on and not wi t h whet her 

or not t he German and I t al i an al i ens woul d share t hei r pl i ght ,  but 

t he r eal i zat i on t hat t he l at t er wer e not t o be evacuat ed i ncreased 

t he f eel i ng t hat t he J apanese had been duped and t hat t hey wer e 

bei ng subj ect ed t o r aci al  per secut i on.  The l ogi c of  t he evacuees» 

t hi nki ng mi ght be summar i zed as f ol l ows:  Ger man and I t al i an al i ens 

wer e i n t he same si t uat i on i nt ernat i onal l y as t he J apanese;  t he f or -

mer wer e not evacuat ed and onl y t he J apanese wer e subj ect ed to such 

t reat ment ;  t her ef or e,  si nce t he onl y di f f er ence bet ween the f ormer 

and t he l at t er was a r aci al  one,  t he badi c consi derat i on under l yi ng 

t he evacuat i on must have been r aci al .  

The ci t i zens of  J apanese ancest r y wer e especi al l y di st urbed 

at t he knowl edge t hat t hey had been evacuat ed despi t e t hei r ci t i zen-

shi p,  wher eas al i ens of  Ger man and I t al i an ancest ry wer e abl e to 

escape evacuat i on.  One Ni sei  who i dent i f i ed hi msel f  cl osel y wi t h 

Amer i ca but who was somewhat embi t t ered over t he evacuat i on and 

had sought t o anal yze t he ci r cumst ances l eadi ng to i t  r emarked:  

I t  doesn' t make sense t o me.  Her e we' r e ci t i zens of  
t he Uni t ed St at es and are supposed to have t he r i ght s 
t i zenshi p,  but t he Ar my t el l s us t hat f or reasons of  mi l i t ary 
necessi t y wexs have t o. be evacuat ed so t hey move us out .  But 
now i t  seems t hat Ger man and I t al i an al i ens who as "enemy al i ens 
have no r i ght s under t he Government are exempt f r om evacuat i on.  
As f ar as t hat goes,  I  don' t see any reason why t he I ssei  shoul d 
have been evacuated ei t her .  There hasn' t been a si ngl e known 
case of  sabot age f r om among t he J apanese,  onl y r umor s,  but i t  s 
onl y t he r umor s whi ch are wr i t t en up and t hei r deni al s are wr i t -
t en up i n some smal l  i t em pl aced i n an i nconspi cuous par t of  
t he newspaper .  Fr om t he st andpoi nt of  danger t o nat i onal  de-
f ense,  I ' m sure the Ger mans are f ar mor e dangerous t han t he 
J apanese coul d ever hope t o be.  I t ' s known t hat t hey have a 
most ef f i ci ent espi onage syst em.  The J apanese coul dn t hope 
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t o have a spy syst em l i ke t he Ger mans.  Because t hey*r e di f -
f erent r aci al l y,  i f  a J apanese spy di d anyt hi ng t he l east bi t  
suspi ci ous,  he' d i mmedi at el y be spot t ed.  And l ook at how act i ve 
t he German Bunds have been i n t hi s count r y.  Many of  t hem have 
been openl y pr o- Nazi .  Per haps t he Gover nment woul d cl ai m t hat 
t he danger of  havi ng German al i ens on t he Paci f i c Coast wasn' t 
so gr eat ,  but t he danger on t he At l ant i c Coast i s cer t ai nl y 
no di f f erent t han out her e.  Usi ng %he same argument t hat was 
used on t he J apanese,  t he Ger mans on t he At l ant i c Coast woul d 
have had to be evacuat ed.  I ' m not sayi ng t hat t he Ger man and 
I t al i an al i ens shoul d have been evacuat ed,  but t he J apanese 
al i ens shoul d have been gi ven t he same consi der at i on.  And as 
f ar as t he ci t i zens go,  i t  cer t ai nl y doesn' t make sense t hat 
we ar en' t gi ven as much consi derat i on as al i ens. . 1/  

At a conf erence of  Caucasi ans and evacuees t o di scuss t he pos-

si bi l i t i es of  educat i on at t he Tul e Lake Pr oj ect f or hi gh school  

and gr ade school  chi l dr en,  t hose pr esent wer e asked to voi ce t hei r 

opi ni ons on what t hey consi dered shoul d be t he obj ect i ves of  such 

educat i on.  Whi l e ol der r epresent at i ves of  t he two gr oups dwel t on 

t he desi r abi l i t y of  a pr act i cal  educat i on cor rel at ed wi t h t he ci r -

cumst ances of  t he l ocal  communi t y,  or emphasi zed t he need f or a 

gener al  l i ber al  educat i on,  one young Ni sei  gi r l  who had made a br i l -

l i ant record as a st udent at t he Uni ver si t y of  Cal i f or ni a rai sed t he 

i ssue:  

I  bel i eve I  am t he youngest per son here and I  f eel  I  have 
not hi ng t o of f er af t er l i st eni ng to t hose of  you who are mor e 
mat ur e.  But t here i s one t hi ng I  am sure t he st udent s here 
woul d l i ke t o know and whi ch I  fefel  shoul d be cl ar i f i ed f or 
t hem.  That i s concerni ng t he meani ng of  evacuat i on,  of  what 
i t  was t hat brought t he evacuat i on about . 2/  

Her r emarks wer e f ol l owed by a round of  approvi ng appl ause and 

expressi ons of  surpr i se as i f  t he audi ence had been j ol ted i nto an 

awareness of  a pr obl em t hat was so cl ose t o t hem t hat t hey had over -

l ooked i t s si gni f i cance as an el ement i n educat i on.
 l

t  was general -

l y t he"i nt el l ect ual s" among t he evacuees who gave ser i ous t hought 

1/  Mi yamot o Not es,  J ul y 17,  1942.  

2/  Mi yamot o Not es,  J ul y 24,  1942.  
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i  

t o an anl ysi s of  t he reasons behi nd t he evacuat i on,  and i t  was t hese 

spokesmen who present ed t o t he evacuees the more ref i ned di scussi ons 

of  t he i nf l uence of  vest ed i nt erest groups and pol i t i cal  pr essur e 

groups as si gni f i cant i nf l uences behi nd t he evacuat i on. l /  Whi l e 

t he account s of  t he r easons f or evacuat i on gi ven by t he masses of  

t he peopl e wer e l ess sophi st i cat ed,  t he not eabl e poi nt was t hat 

t hey rej ect ed t he Ar my' s expl anat i on i n t erms of  "mi l i t ary necessi t y" ,  

whi ch i f  accept ed woul d have rendered t he evacuat i on a purel y prac-

t i cal  i ssue and not a mor al  one.  The most gener al l y accept ed ex-

pl anat i ons of  t he evacuat i on wer e:  ( 1) t he gr eedy desi r e of  t he ma-

j o i r ty gr oup to usurp cont r ol  of  t he r i ch J apanese hol di ngs i n f arm-

l and and busi ness;  (2) t he J apanese had been made a pol i t i cal  f oot -

bal l  f or West Coast pol i t i ci ans desi r i ng t o st rengt hen t hei r posi -

t i on by pl ayi ng upon t he pr ej udi ces of  t he peopl e;  ( 3) t he prej udi ces 

of  Gener al  DeWi t t caused t he evacuat i on;  and (4) t he r aci al  prej u-

di ce of  t he maj or i t y gr oup,  f anned i nto whi t e feeat by t he rabbl e-

rousi ng pr ess,  i nf l uenced t he aut hor i t i es t o t ake an i r rat i onal  

deci si on.  

To most evacuees,  but especi al l y t o t he I ssei  who f requent l y 

remi ni sced about t hei r exper i ences i n Amer i ca,  t he evacuat i on was 

onl y t he most r ecent and most out r ageous expressi on of  t he l ong 

hi st ory of  ant i - J apanese agi t at i on on t he Paoi f i c Coast .  The t er m,  

"hai ni chi - mondai " ( The Ant i - J apanese Pr obl em) ,  whi ch f r om t i me t o 

t i me had occupi ed a promi BBnt pl ace i n $he J apanese vernacul ar pr ess 

and communi t y di scussi ons,  was agai n a much used wor d i n communi t y 

di scussi ons,  i ndi cat i ng t he cont ext wi t hi n whi ch di scussi ons of  t he 

1/  Mi yamot o Not es,  J ul y 14,  1942.  
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evacuat i on wer e pl aced.  The hi st or i cal  react i on of  t he i mmi grant 

J apanese t o i nst ances of  ant i - J apanese act i on has been one of  very-

st rong resent ment agai nst t he at t i t udes of  whi t e supremacy,  and one 

mot i vat i on behi nd t hei r economi c st ruggl es i n Amer i ca has been t he 

ai m of  showi ng t he whi t e maj or i t y group t hat t he J apanese are cap-

abl e of  advanci ng i n spi t e of  di scr i mi nat i on,  t hat t hey are a group 

t o cont end wi t h as equal s and not t o be treated sl i ght i ngl y.  Such 

a background whi ch has necessar i l y kept al i ve a st rong r ace consci ous 

ness among t he J apanese gave a predi sposi t i on t o regard t he evacu-

at i on as t he most convi nci ng evi dence of  t he r aci al  ant i pat hy of  

t he whi t e man agai nst t he J apanese.  

The evacuat i on t hus had t he ef f ect of  maki ng t he peopl e of  J a-

panese ancest r y mor e t han ever - ware of  t hei r r aci al  di st i nct i on f r om 

t he whi t e man.  Si nce t he one f act or of  t hei r r aci al - nat i onal  back-
t he 

gr ound,  di sregardi ng any ot her qual i t i es of / i ndi vi dual  member s,  con-

demned t he ent i re gr oup t o conf i nement ,  and i t  was t he whi t e maj or i -

t r y group whi ch had aut hor i zed t he evacuat i on,  t he evacuees wer e 

f or ci bl y made to f eel  t hei r r aci al - nat i onal  di st i nct i veness.  Al so,  

t he condi t i ons of  t he rel ocat i on cent er ,  t hat t he "J apanese" wer e 

behi nd bar bed- wi r e f ences on t he i nsi de,  and t he "Whi t es" wer e on 

the out si de,  cont r i but ed to t he f eel i ng of  a schi sm bet ween the 
* 

t wo gr oups.  As a not e of  caut i on i t  shoul d be ment i oned t hat such 

f eel i ngs wer e not uni f or ml y hel d t hroughout t he pr oj ect ,  al t hough 

i t  was rat her wi despr ead among t he I ssei ,  and t hat t he at t i t udes 

on the quest i on were changeabl e dependi ng upon t he subj ect of  di s-

cussi on.  
There wer e several  expressi ons of  pr o- J apanese sent i ment s 

f r om Ni sei  who appar ent l y had once t hought t hemsel ves to be 
good Amer i cans.  One f el l ow sai d,  *I  al ways t hought I  was an 
Amer i can i n spi t e of  what my par ent s sai d t o me;  but t hi s 
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evacuat i on pr oves t hat my parent s wer e r i ght �r ace i s i ore 
i mpor t ant than ci t i zenshi p. " However ,  he ran i nt o a bar rage 
of  cr i t i ci sm f r om ot her st udent s wJao wer e st i l l  pr o- Amer i can.  1/  

The "Keto" and t he "J aps" 

The l i ne of  di vi si on bet ween t he Caucasi ans and t he peopl e of  

J apanese ancest ry i s wel l  def i ned by the two der ogat or y t er ms,  "J ap" 

and "Ket o" .  To be sure bothi j j terms have a common usage as abbrevi -

at i ons t hat i mpl i es no der ogat i on,  but ref erence i s here made t o 

t hei r emot i onal l y t oned usage f or t he host i l i t i es aroused by t he 

evacuat i on t ended to gi ve t o t he t er ms,  as used at t he cent er ,  some-

t hi ng more t han a neut r al  val ue.  I t  i s needl ess t o ment i on what 

St "J ap" means i n Amer i can par l ance t oday,  whet her appl i ed t o t he 

peopl e of  J apan or t o t he evacuees i n Amer i ca.  The t er m,  "ket o" ,  

l i t eral l y means a hai r y f or ei gner ,  i n ot her wor ds,  a whi t e man.  

The wor d,  "keto" or "ket 5- j i n",  i s compounded by addi ng t he charac-

t er f or "hai ry" ( ke) t o t he wor d,  "t C- j i n",  meani ng f or ei gner ,  but 

whi ch i s al so used t o mean t he Chi nese.  The conf oundi ng of  f orei gner 

and Chi nese i s under st andabl e when i t  i s recal l ed t hat t hat Chi nese 

wer e the onl y f orei gners known to t he J apanese i n ear l y hi st ory,  

and i t  needs t o be added t hat t he Chi nese,  not t o ment i on al l  gor -

ei gner s,  wer e regarded as bar bar i ans and i nf er i or peopl es by t he 

peopl e of  ear l y J apan.  Thi s suggest s t hat t he wor d,  "ket o",  has 

al ways been used t o denot e a super i or i t y of  t he J apanese over the 

hai r y f or ei gner s.  The proper t er ms f or whi t e am man and f or f or -

ei gner cor respondi ng to t he vul gar t erms ar e,  r espect i vel y,  "haku-

j i n" ( l i t . ,  whi t e man) and "gai koku- j i n" ( l i t . ,  out l ands peopl e) « 

The evacuee ref erences to t he ket o,  t her ef or e,  i mpl i ed an at -

1/  Shi but ani  J our nal ,  J ul y 30,  1948.  
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t i t ude of  cont empt and al so of  host i l i t y t oward t he maj or i t y gr oup.  

Bef ore t he war i t  was as common to hear among t he I ssei  and Ki bei  

t he use of  hakuj  i n as t he wove vul gar t erm ket o,  but at t he cent er 

t here was al most a st udi ed avoi dance of  t he more pol i t e f or m i n t he 

conver sat i ons of  t he bul k of  t he J apanese speaki ng popul at i on.  Even 

wi t h t he Ni sei  among whom t here was rel at i vel y l i mi t ed use of  t he 

wor d ket o pr i or t o t he evacuat i on,  t her e was a not abl e i ncrease i n 

i t s usage at t he cent er .  

Because of  t hei r conf i nement at t he cent er ,  t he evacuees had 

f or t he most par t onl y l i mi t ed cont act s wi t h Caucasi ans ot her t han 

t hose servi ng i n admi ni st r at i ve or t eachi ng posi t i ons at t he pro-

t he l i mi t at i ons upon 

j ect .  Despi t e/ any di r ect cont act bet ween t he evacuees and t he ma-

j or i t y gr oup f r om whi ch t hey wer e i sol at ed,  t here exi st ed a ver y 

r eal  r el at i onshi p bet ween t hem mai nt ai ned by newspaper s and ot her 

means of  communi cat i on.  The t endency was to i nt erpret any publ i ci t y 

about t he evacuees or t he cent er s as ei t her f avor abl e or unf avor abl e 

- - t her e wer e sel dom any neut r al  r eact i ons�and i t  was par t i cul ar l y 

t o t he unf avor abl e ar t i cl es t hat t he evacuees responded most st rong-

l y.  Because t he Tul e Lake Pr oj ect was wi t hi n t he St at e of  Cal i f or -

ni a and news of  t he sent i ment s i n t hat regi on const ant l y f i l t er ed 

i nto t he cent er ,  t he peopl e at Tul e Lake,  as at Manzanar ,  wer e par -

t i cul ar l y sensi t i ve t o t he ant i - J apanese act i vi t y of  cer t ai n gr oups 

and i ndi vi dual s engaged i n campai gns agai nst t he evacuees.  The sen-

si t i vi t y of  t he evacuees t o t he unf avor abl e publ i ci t y i s r ef l ect ed 

i n t hei r demands at t he t i me of  t he regi st rat i on and of  t he O. W. I ,  

i nci dent i n Sept ember 1948 f or mor e government cont rol  over ant ago-

ni st i c publ i ci t y i f  t he evacuees wer e bei ng asked to cooperat e wi t h 

W. R. A.  pr ogr ams.  One of  t he sever al  quest i ons r ai sed at t he t i me 

of  
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of  r egi st r at i on was:  

I f  t he J apanese Amer i can ci t i zens wer e t o sacr i f i ce t hei r 
l i f e i n t he armed f or ces,  why doesn' t t he Gover nment t ake st eps 
t o st op o6me of  t hese propaganda movi es of  t he ar t i cl es i n t he 
newspaper s about t he Ni sei s bei ng sabot eur s and spi es. 1/  

Si mi l ar l y,  

Anot her t hi ng I ' d l i ke t o know i s,  when ar e t he newspaper s 
and magazi nes goi ng t o st op pr i nt i ng adver se account s of  t he 
J apanese.  The Gover nment can cont r ol  t hese newspaper s and mag-
zi nes,  and yet t hey per mi t t hem t o cont i nue. 2/  

A mat t er of  si gni f i cant concern t o t he evacuees was t he repeat -

ed at t empt s of  ant i - J apanese or gani zat i ons of  Cal i f or ni a and Congres-

si onal  r epr esent at i ves f r om t he West Coast t o depr i ve t he Amer i can-

born J apanese of  t hei r ci t i zenshi p,  depor t al l  al i ens of  J apanese 

ancest ry as wel l  as t he dual  ci t i zens t o J apan af t er t he war ,  and 

ot her measur es si mi l ar l y desi gned t o r est r i ct t he r i ght s of  ci t i zens 

and al i ens of  J apanj Tse ancest r y.  Thi s di scussi on reached i ts hei ght 

at Tul e Lake i n l at e Sept ember 1942 when Ytel ter Tsukamot o repor t ed 

t he passage of  a bi l l  i n Congress depr i vi ng the Ni sei  of  t hei r ci t i -

zenshi p,  a r umor based upon a repor t i n t he A. C. L. U.  news organ whi ch 

was l at er proved t o be i ncor rect . 1/  Si mi l ar r esol ut i ons and bi l l s 

appear i ng i n t he Paci f i c Coast st at e l egi sl at ur es or i n t he nat i onal  

Congr ess wer e repor t ed f r om t i me to t i me i n t he newspaper s r eachi ng 

the Tul e Lake Pr oj ect ,  and whi l e t he passi ve r eact i on of  t he Ni sei  

at t he pr oj ect to t hese t hreat s wer e such as to cal l  f or t h severe � 

edi t or i al  r ebukes i n t he Tul ean Di spat ch /̂ ,  t here was a general  aware-

X/  Mi nut es of  Speci al  Counci l  Meet i ng,  Feb,  12,  1943.  

2/  Mi yamot o Not es,  Feb.  15,  1945.  

3/  See Tul e Lake Repor t ,  Chap.  VT,  Par t I ,  pp.  

1/  Tul ean Di spat ch,  Oct ober 9,  1942,  p.  2.  
Tul ean Di spat ch,  Oct ober 26,  1942,  p.  2.  
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ness t hat t hi s t hreat exi st ed.  The evacuees wer e gener al l y unawar e 

of  t he speci f i c nat ure of  t he bi l l s and l egal  sui t s f or t he di sen-

f r anchi sement of  t he Ni sei ,  but wer e awar e t hat "t hey' re t r yi ng t o 

t ake our ci t i zenshi p away f r om us, " and wer e i ndi gnant at t hese at -

t empt s.  News i t ems l i ke t he f ol l owi ng l ef t no doubt t hat t he bi l l s,  

sui t s,  and r esol ut i ons,  t hough of t en wr i t t en to i ncl ude t he di sen-

f r anchi sement of  groups ot her t han t hose of  J apanese ancest r y,  wer e 

speci f i cal l y ai med at t he l at t er .  

ONLY WHI TES AS CI TI ZENS,  WSBB URGES 

Sui t of  t he Nat i ve Sons of  t he Gol den West t o di senf ran-
chi se nat i ve- born J apanese brought t he argument f r om U. S.  Webb,  
f or mer At t or ney Gener al ,  t hat t he Decl arat i on of  I ndependence 
was wr i t t en "f or and by whi t e peopl e. " 

Onl y per sons bor n of  t he whi t e race he ar gued bef ore Fed-
eral  J udge A.  IP.  St .  Sur e yest er day shoul d be el i gi bl e f or 
ci t i zenshi p.  Al t hough he except ed t he Negr oes,  he sai d t hat 
Hot t ent ot s,  J apanese,  Chi nese and i nhabi t ant s of  t he Paci f i c 
I sl ands shoul d be bar r ed.  Congress "coul d and shoul d i n a f or t -
ni ght '  ci t i zen i ze'  t he Chi nese, " he added.  

Under hi s i nt erpret at i on of  what t he l aw shoul d be,  Chi nese 
woul d be excl uded and a speci al  congressi onal  act woul d be ne-
cessary t o enf ranchi se t hem. l /  

The comment of  a Ni sei  col l ege gr aduat e to t hi s i t em was:  

I  see t hat ol d r ace- bai t er ' Uni t ed St at es'  Webb i s at i t  
agai n.  The guy must be i l l i t er at e.  What are Hot t ent ot s i f  
t hey' r e not Negroes? Gawd,  he cer t ai nl y must have st rai ned 
hi msel f  i n deci di ng t hat t he Chi nese shoul d t>e '  ci t i zeni zed; '  
t hat was qui t e a coneessi on. 2/  

A more const ant news publ i ci t y about t he cent ers was t he accu-

sat i on of  West Coast Senat or s and Congressmen t hat t he W. R. A.  was 

pamper i ng and coddl i ng t he evacuees.  St at ement s of  t hi s ki nd wer e 

i nf ur i at i ng to t he evacuees who f el t  t hat f ar f r om bei ng pampered 

1/  San Franci sco Chr oni cl e,  J une 27,  1942.  

2/  Mi yamot o Not es,  J une 27,  1942.  
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» 

t hey wer e bei ng f orced t o accept hardshi ps under whi ch any ot her 

group of  peopl e woul d r ebel .  Typi cal  of  t he ki nds of  ar gument pre-

sented i n t he news t o whi ch t he evacuees obj ect ed i s t hi s:  

Chai r man Reynol ds ( D. ,  N. C. ) of  t he Senat e Mi l i t ar y Af -
f ai r s Commi t t ee announeed t oday a pl an t o r est or e Ar my cont r ol  
over J apan ese rel ocat i on camps to hal t what he cal l ed "pamper -
i ng" and ant i - Amer i can demonst r at i ons I n t hese col oni es.  

Senat or Wal l gr en ( D. ,  Wash. ) conf i rmed t hat he woul d i n-
t roduce a r esol ut i on f or t r ansf er of  supervi si on over t he camps 
back t o t he Ar my f r om t he War Rel ocat i on Aut hor i t y. . . . . When 
t housands of  J apanese wer e f i r st set t l ed i n 10 col oni es i n 
var i ous Spat es,  Senat or Wal l gr en t ol d r epor t er s,  t he super -
vi si on "operat ed f i ne under t he Ar my" .  

Lat er t he camps wer e taken f r om Ar my cont rol  and turned 
over t o t he WRA,  whi ch,  Senat or J ohnson ( D. ,  Col o. ) descr i bed,  
as "one of  t hose soci al  exper i ment al ,  agenci es. " J ohnson and 
ot her West Coast Senat or s sai d t he J apaense wer e"bei ng pamper -
ed" and t hat t here wer e repor t s of  r i ot ous demonst rat i ons i n 
some of  t he col oni es agai nst t he Uni t ed St at es,  par t i cul ar l y 
on t he anni ver sary of  Pear l  Har bor .  1/  

made 

To t he evacuees who f el t  t hey had/ mor e t han t hei r share of  

sacr i f i ces,  t he repeat ed suggest i ons t hat t hey wer e bei ng coddl ed 

by t he W. R. A.  was ext remel y i r oni cal  and embi t t er i ng.  When i t  was 

l earned t hat Senat or Wal l gr en woul d vi si t  t he Tul e Lake Cent er i n j ŷ vf Â  

Febr uar y 1943 f or an i nvest i gat ory t our ,  one Ni sei  r emar ked wi t h 

mal i ci ous humor ,  " I  hope he st ays a f ew days.  We can put hi m up 

f i ne r i ght i n our bachel or ' s quar t er .  I t  won' t be any t roubl e 

squeezi ng i n an ext ra cot ,  and I ' d be gl ad t o l end hi m some oE 

my beddi ng.  To show hi m our hospi t al i t y we' l l  even t ake hi m t o 

our mess hal l  and he can di ne on t he '  sl op suey' .  As a prof essi on-

al  man,  I  guess he shoul d be pai d | 19 a mont h,  t oo.  I f  he stayed 

her e f or a whi l e he' d get a r eal  i nsi de pi ct ur e and maybe f i nd out 

about al l  t he subversi ve act i vi t y.  I  guess I ' l l  go hom©and wr i t e 

hi m a ni ce i nvi t at i on t oWnk wi t h us at 5507- A. "E/  

1/  San Franci sco Chr oni cl e,  J an.  15,  1943.  

2/  Mi yamot o Not es,  Mar ch 16,  1943.  
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I n a si mi l ar vei n t hough l ess sarcast i cal l y an edi t or i al  i n 

t he Tul ean Di spat ch expressed t he hope t hat cr i t i cs of  t he W. R. A.  

and t he cl ai mant s t hat t he evacuees wer e bei ng "pampered" mi ght 

see at f i r st hand the l i f e wi t hi n t he rel ocat i on cent er s.  The 

edi t or i al  bear i ng t he t i t l e,  "Now You Know,  Senat or , " decl ared:  

Last week Senat or Wal l gr en,  who creat ed qui t e a st i r 
among t he evacuees when he proposed t hat Rel ocat i on Cent er s 
be r et ur ned t o Ar my j ur i sdi ct i on because evacuees wer e bei ng 
coddl ed,  dropped i n unexpect edl y her e.  

Ver y f ew peopl e knew of  hi s pr esence.  Dur i ng hi s br i ef  
st ay her e he covered as much of  camp l i f e as possi bl e.  I t  
was repor t ed t hat he t al ked wi t h several  of  t he camp r esi dent s 

We do not know whet her he vi si t ed any of  t he apar t ment s 
or at e i n any of  t he communi t y mess hal l s.  Nei t her do we know 
whet her he was enl i ght ened by what he saw her e.  Onl y when he 
r et ur ns to Washi ngt on wi l l  we know what hi s r eact i ons t o camp 
l i f e condi t i ons has been.  

We can,  however ,  be sure of  t hi s.  Now t hat he has seen 
some of  t he condi t i ons under whi ch evacuees ar e l i vi ng by com-
i ng i nto act ual  cont act wi t h t hem;  now t hat he has act ual l y,  
f i gur at i vel y,  speaki ng,  brushed shoul der s wi t h evacuees,  hi s f u 
t ur e ut t er ances or act i ons wi l l  be based on f i r st hand know-
l edge and aot on hear say.  

Men who si t  i n t he hi gh seat of  t he gover nment t housands 
of  mi l es away f r om Rel ocat i on Cent er s,  and r ant and rave and 
make accusat i ons may have never come i nto cont act wi t h J apan-
ese- Amer i cans.  

We doubt i f  t he di st i ngui shed Senat or Ranki n and J ackson,  
t he l at t er who r ecent l y made a st at ement i n Congr ess at t acki ng 
t he J apanese i n t hi s count r y,  have ever t r i ed t o get a f i r st -
hand knowl edge of  t he J apanese- Amer i cans,  or have ever seen 
or t al ked wi t h one.  

Concl usi ons shoul d be drawn* af t er f ai r and i mpar t i al  
st udy based on f act s.  That i s a democrat i c way of  doi ng 
t hi ngs. l /  

I t  was rat her sangui ne of  t he edi t or i al i st t o assume t hat 

t he one day vi si t or of  t he Senat or woul d gi ve hi m a "f i r st - hand 

knowl edge" of  cent er l i f e,  but t he edi t or i al  does express t he 

1/  Tul ean Di spat ch,  March 23,  1943,  p.  2.  
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bel i ef  of  t he evacuees t hat i f  t hei r cr i t i cs wer e t hemsel ves requi r -

ed t o exper i ence center l i f e t hey woul d be more under st andi ng.  Even 

t hose ar t i cl es wr i t t en by per sons who had i nspected cent er s and 

pr esumabl y wr ot e wi t h sympat het i c i nt ent wer e of t en condemned f or 

t he super f i ci al i t y of  t hei r obser vat i ons.  One such ar t i cl e whi ch 

evoked i n t he evacuees a sense of  f ut i l i t y about havi ng Caucasi ans 

under st and the evacuee poi nt of  vi ew was a hal f - page,  i l l ust rat ed,  

human i nt erest st ory wr i t t en by Maureen O' Br i en,  Cont ract Br i dge 

Edi t or , of  t he San Fr anci sco Chr oni cl e,  whi ch was ent i t l ed,  "BRI DGE 

HAS I NVADED REALM OF THE ASSEMBLY CENTER,  A Repor t on Tanf oran, " 

whi ch presumed f i e descr i be  ̂ t hat assembl y cent er .  Al most hal f  of  

t he ar t i cl e dwel t on the i nt erest i n br i dge among the evacuees at 

t he cent er ,  and the r emai nder to a pl easant pi ct ur e of  an i nt erest -
al  

i ng r ecr eat i onal ,  educat i on and soci al  l i f e.  The t one was set by 

t he paragraph:  
A newspaper man who vi si t ed t he cent er a coupl e of  mont hs 

ago had war ned us when we t ol d hi m we wer e maki ng t he t r i p and 
hoped t o be permi t t ed to go i nto t he cent er pr oper ,  t hat we

!

d 
be very depr essed.  Wel l ,  we wer en' t depr essed at al l .  I n 
f act we' r e darn proud t o bel ong t o a count ry t hat can do such 
a swel l  j ob of  bui l di ng mor al e and l ayi ng a f oundat i on f or 
t he f ut ur e.  For to our not i on,  t hat ' s j ust what the WCCA i s 
doi ng,  at l east i n t he one cent er we' ve l ooked at . l /  

A Ni sei  who had been at Tanf oran remarked upon readi ng t he 

ar t i cl e,  " J eez,  what a l ot of  sent i ment al  bol oney, " and proceeded 

to descr i be Tanf oran as he knew i t ,  a sordi d account of  cl eani ng 

out manur e f rom t he hor se sheds wher e they sl ept ,  of  crowded and 

i nadequat e l at r i ne f aci l i t i es,  and of  t he stupi d r egul at i ons i m-

posed by the bi got ed camp manager .  I n t he "Saf et y Val ve" ( Let t er s 

to t he Edi t or ) col umn of  t he same paper ,  two l et t er s appeared depre-

,1/  San Franci sco Chr oni cl e,  August 16,  1942.  

2/  Mi yamot o Not es,  August 17,  1942.  
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cat i ng t he super f i ci al  and r osy pi ct ur e of  Tanf oran present ed by-

Mi ss O' Br i en,  one of  whi ch was f r om a Ni sei  gi r l ,  Masako Tabuchi ,  

at t he St ockt on Assembl y Cent er who descr i bed assembl y cent er l i f e 

as she saw i t  and ended wi t h t he st at ement ,  "I f  peopl e ar e t o be 

penal i zed f or acci dent s of  bi r t h,  t hen I  am a st r anger to t he i deal s 

of  democracy t o whi ch I  had been exposed al l  t hese 22 year s. "! /  

Two ot her l et t er s t hen f ol l owed repl yi ng t o Mi ss Tabuchi .  They 

are wor t h reproduci ng si nce t hey r epr esent t he t ype of  at t i t udes 

i n the Caucasi ans whi ch most i r r i t at ed t he evacuees.  

Edi t or The Chr oni cl e�Si r :  
I  have read t he l et t er by Mi ss 
Masako Tabuchi  and woul d say to 
her :  You canñot get away f r om 
t he "acci dent of  bi r t h" as l ong 
as you are i n a mor t al  wor l d,  
be your count ry a democr acy or 
ot her wi se.  

I t ' s a f i ne i dea t o "count 
your bl essi ngs" and t o remember 
the t hi ngs you ment i on as suf f er -
i ngs ar e onl y a smal l  par t of  
t hose hardshi ps embr aced gl adl y 
by t he pi oneer s of  t hi s count r y.  
Be t hankf ul  you are not "by ac- " 
ci dent of  bi r t h" one of  t hose 
devot ed whi t e mi ssi onar i es who 
suf f ered the wat er cure at t he 
hands of  t he J apanese.  

Pal o Al t o Dor a N.  Crosby 

The smug at t i t ude of  t he f i r st l et t er i mpl yi ng t hat t he evacuees 

wer e recei vi ng more t han t hey deser ved,  and the r aci al l y prej udi ced 

at t i t ude of  t he second l et t er whi ch cat egor i cal l y cl assed al l  per -

sons of  J apanese ancest ry as a "J ap" wer e equal l y of f ensi ve t o t he 
and ar t i cl es 

Ni sei .  The Ni sei ' s answer t o t hese and ot her si mi l ar l et t er s/ whi ch 

appeared f r om t i me t o t i me \ i n t he dai l y newspaper s was t hat t hey 

wer e not comparabl e t o pr i soner s of  war or f orei gner s i n J apan who 

had no i ntent of  Set t l i ng t her e.  They wer e,  af t er al l ,  ci t i zens of  
1/  San Fr anci sco Chr oni cl e,  "Saf et y Val ve, " Sept .  1,  1948.  

I bi d. « Sept .  5,  1942.  

Edi t or The Chr oni cl e�Si r :  
Af t er readi ng Mi ss Masaka La-
buchi '  s l ettef -  i n t he Saf et y 
Val ve,  Sept ember 1,  my bl ood 
boi l s.  As f ar as any J apanese 
bi r t h bei ng an acci dent ,  i t  was 
not ;  i t  was an order f r om J a-
pan.  I  wonder how many per sons 
of  Amer i can bl ood i n J apan are 
i ndul gi ng i n dances,  card par -
t i es,  basebal l ,  basket bal l ? I  
wonder what ki nd of  educat i onal  
and r ecr eat i onal  f aci l i t i es ttee 
J aps provi de f or our boys? 

Sonoma M.  Sol ey 1/  
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t he Uni t ed St at es t r ai ned and "brought up I n Amer i can ways and i deal s,  

and i t  was unreasonabl e t o compare t hei r t reat ment wi t h t hat of  

t he peopl e i n i nt ernment camps i n J apan.  The same coul d be sai d 

of  t he I ssei ,  who wer e set t l er s i n t hi s count ry and wer e not ci t i -

zens onl y because t hey wer e r est r i ct ed f r om nat ur al i zat i on.  The 

Ni sei  cl ai m was t hat as ci t i zens t hey deserved bet t er t han t hey r e-

cei ved.  As f or t he I ssei ,  t hei r argument was,  "What sabot age coul d 

we commi t ? I f  we ^  ̂ t r i ed t o do anyt hi ng subver si ve,  we woul d 

readi l y be di scover ed.  I f  we had been l ef t on our f ar ms,  r i ght now 

we woul d be produci ng f or t he war ef f or t i nstead of  i dl i ng here i n 

camp.  As* i t  i s,  t he t axpayer s are bear i ng an unnecessar y burden 

of  expense f eedi ng,  housi ng and guar di ng us.  ' The ket o are f ool s. "! /  

The several  met ropol i t an newspaper s sol d on t he proj ect news 

st ands had a f ai r l y wi de ci r cul at i on among bot h t he I ssei  and Ni sei ,  

and t he I ssei  who coul d not read Engl i sh had access to J apanese ver -

nacul ar newspapers whi ch reporduceá most of  t he i mpor t ant ar t i cl es 

bear i ng on t he evacuees appear i ng i n t he Amer i can paper s.  Whet her 

or not t he evacuees wer e i nf ormed about speci f i c ar t i cl es and enact -

ment s agai nst t hem,  t he maj or i t y wer e general l y i nf ormed on t he 

sent i ment s bei ng expr essed.  The cl ai m of  evacuee ĉoddl i ng",  f or 

i nst ance,  was wi del y known and r esent ed i n t he pr oj ect .  Thi s expres-

si on ar oused the i ndi gnat i on of  t he evacuees,  i n many r espect s,  even 

more t han t he news of  l i t i gat i ons agai nst t he evacuees.  To t he evacu-

ees,  not hi ng was mor e percept i bl y a l i e,  a di st or t i on of  t r ut h, t han 

the pci t ur e of  cent er l i f e drawn by var i ous wr i t er s f or t he news-

papers and magai i nes.  Not hi ng seemed to show mor e cl ear l y t he wi de 

1/  Mi yamot o Not es,  August 10,  1942.  
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gap of  underst andi ng bet ween the evacuees and t he Amer i can publ i c,  

and t he f ut i l i t y of  t r yi ng t o expl ai n t he f eel i ngs of  t he evacuees 

to t hat publ i c,  t han t he super f i ci al l y sympat het i c and t he openl y 

host i l e account s of  t he evacuees wr i t t en by t hose who evi dent l y had 

l i t t l e knowl edge of  t he peopl e about whom t hey wr ot e.  The f r equent 

comment of  evacuees was t hat t hey wi shed some of  t hese Caucasi ans 

coul d exper i ence t he same t hi ng as t hemsel ves so t hat t hey mi ght 

have a bet t er appreci at i on of  t he compl ai nt of  t he evacuees.  Lack-

i ng such a possi bi l i t y,  t he evacuees showed evi dences of  a desi re 

f or r et al i at ory measur es.  When an announcement appeared t hat Gover -

nor Ol son (Cal . )  woul d ask Gener al  DeWi t t f or a del ay of  t he J apan-

ese evacuat i on to per mi t t he use of  evacuees i n harvest i ng cr ops 

t hat f aced l osses amount i ng to t ens of  mi l l i ons of  dol l ar s because 

of  l abor shor t age, 1/  an I ssei  sai d wi t h mal i ci ous gl ee,  "0o now t hey 

r eal i ze t hey can' t get al ong wi t hout t he J apanese f ar mer s.  I  hope 

t hey l ose al l  t hei r crops;  i t  woul d serve t hem j ust l y.  I  r at her 

wi sh t hey do come t o ask us to wor k f or t hem.  I t  woul d gi ve me 

a l ot of  pl easur e t o t el l  t hem,  ' Go t o hel l . ' "2/  

Ther e wer e al so ar t i cl es appear i ng i n magazi nes and newspaper s 

whi ch wer e regarded as f avorabl e to t he evacuees,  but t hei r cont ent s 

wer e sel dom as wel l  remembered as t he host i l e ones.  The l at t er car -

r i ed def i ni t e t hreat s to t he evacuees whi ch coul d not be easi l y f or -

got t en,  such as t he coddl i ng accusat i on,  di senf ranchi sement pr oposal ,  

pl an s f or conf i scat i ng evacuee�owned car s,  f ar m equi pment and l and,  

depor t at i on pr oposal ,  and accusat i ons of  subver si ve act i vi t i es.  

The f avorabl e ar t i cl es wer e read wi t h t he sat i sf act i on of  knowi ng 

1/  San Fr anci sco Chr oni cl e,  J ul y 7,  1942.  

Zj  Mi yamot o Not es,  J ul y 7,  1942.  
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t hat t here wer e Caucasi ans def endi ng t he posi t i on of  t he evacuees,  

but i t  was t he argument s and accusat i ons of  t he host i l e group whi ch 

st uch i n t he mi nds of  t he evacuees.  To t hese l et t er s and ar t i cl es,  

some of  t he mor e ar t i cul at e Ni sei  occasi onal l y at t empt ed t o wr i t e 

r epl i es and t her e wer e di scussi ons among t hem as t o how t hey mi ght 

count eract and f i ght t he host i l i t y of  t he maj or i t y gr oup.  For t he 

most par t ,  however ,  evacuees f el t  hel pl ess t o al t er t he sent i ment s 

of  t he maj or i t y gr oup,  t he f eel i ng was t hat i t  was t he r esponsi bi l i t y 

of  t he maj or i t y Gover nment to cont rol  t he ant i - J apanese agi t at i on,  

and t hei r t act i c was t o oppose W. R. A* pol i ci es as t he most di rect 

met hod of  f i ght i ng f or r i ght s whi ch wer e t hreat ened by t he maj or i t y 

group at t acks.  The Packi ng Shed st r i ke of  l at e Sept ember 1942 when 

a maj or pr ot est of  t he wor ker s was t hat t hey woul d not shi p proj ect 

pr oduce t o t he maj or i t y gr oup whi ch was seeki ng t o t ake away J Ni sei  

ci t i zenshi p,  t he opposi t i on t o t he Over sea*s Br oadcast pr oposal ,  

and t he r ebel l i on agai nst t he r egi st r at i on,  al l  had el ement s of  

prot est agai nst t he unf avor abl e publ i ci t y about t he evacuees i n t he 

Amer i can pr ess.  

The at t i t udes of  t he Amer i can publ i c t owards t he evacuees had 

an even mor e i mpor t ant bear i ng on t he cent er l i f e of  t he evacuees 

because of  t he concern of  t he W. R. A.  t o mai nt ai n good publ i c rel a-

t i ons.  The danger of  an unf avorabl e publ i c opi ni on resul t ed i n 

t he st r i ct adherence of  t he W. R. A.  t o cer t ai n r est r i ct i ve meanur es 

t o f or est al l  cr i t i ci sms of  a t oo l i ber al  pol i cy,  and t he t hreat 

was al so used by t he admi ni st r at i on t o cont r ol  t he evacuees and 

i mpose W. R. A.  r egul at i ons upon t hem.  Gr odzi ns,  f or i nst ance,  has 

shown t hat t he l ow wage scal es of  t he Wor k Cor ps,  whi ch proved a 
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a ser i ous source of  di scont ent and l ow mor al e among the evacuees,  

was i n di r ect r esponse t o publ i c host i l i t y to t he payment of  "hi gh" 

wages t o - evacuees. 1/  I n f act ,  t he W. R. A.  as a f eder al  agency usi ng 

publ i c f unds necessar i l y had to st ress economy i n i t s budget appro-

pr i at i ons, 2/  and i ts unwi l l i ngness t o pr ovi de anyt hi ng but mi ni mum 

provi si ons of  housi ng,  

housi ng provi -fri ofts,  l umber f or f ur ni t ur e,  admi ni st r at i ve of f i cer s,  

wor k equi pment ,  and educat i onal  f aci l i t i es must be at t r i but ed at 

l east i n par t t o t hi s need f or economy because of  publ i c pr essur e.  

¥/hi l e t he broader pol i ci es of  t he W. R. A.  wer e i nf l uenced by 

t he general  publ i c sent i ment t owards t he evacuees,  t he pol i ci es 

of  t he pr oj ect admi ni st r at i on wer e mor e i nf l uenced by t he sent i ment s 

of  t he l ocal  whi t e popul at i on i n t he sur roundi ng ar ea of  t he cent er .  

One of  t he maj or compl ai nt s of  t he l ocal  peopl e i n Tul el ake and 

Kl amat h Fal l s was t hat t he evacuees at t he Pr oj ect wer e bei ng gi ven 

f ree access t o f oods not avai l abl e t o peopl e on t he out si de.  I n 

f act ,  t he shor t ages i n t hese t owns wer e cl ai med t o r esul t f r om t he 

wi t hdr awal  of  l ocal  suppl i es f or use at t he Pr oj ect .  Mr .  Web-

st er who was assi gned as a speci al  agent of  t he W. R. A.  t o i nvest i -

gat e some of  t hese compl ai nt s,  i nqui red i n a di scussi on wi t h Mr .  

Shi r rel l :  
The compl ai nt i s wi despr ead t hat t he evacuees are bei ng 

gi ven excel l ent f ood,  i ncl udi ng t he best cut s of  meat ,  ham and 
bacon whi l e t he same t ypes and qual i t y of  f ood pr oduct s are 
ei t her scarce or not obt ai nabl e i n t he l ocal  st or es.  Thi s com-
pl ai nt comes f r om Kl amat h Fal l s par t i cul ar l y !̂  ̂

Mr .  Shi r rel l  r epl i ed i n par t :  

Thi s si t uat i on i n Kl amat h Fal l s I  at t empt ed t o rundown 
bef or e.  Const ant l y t he Saf eway St or es,  t hrough t hei r cl er ks,  
have i nf ormed t he publ i c i n Kl amat h Fal l s and Lakevi ew and Al -
t ur as t hat t he r eason t hey wer e unabl e t o get ham and bacon f or 
t hei r cust omers was t hat al l  of  i t  was goi ng t o t he proj ect 
at Tul e i ake.  Such st at ement s f r om t hem are unwar r ant ed,  of  
cour se.  ̂

~T7 gr odzi ns, "W. R. A.  Admi ni st r at i ve Pol i ci es" ,  

2/  W. R. A.  Tent at i ve Pol i cy St at ement ,  May 29,  1942.  
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Ot her compl ai nt s f r om the l ocal  peopl e l i st ed by Mi r.  Webst er 

i ncl uded charges of :  J apanese out si de proj ect boudnar i es wi t hout 

a whi t e escor t ,  i l l egl a J aunti ng by evacuees on t he game pr eser ve,  

excessi ve wast age of  f ood,  i ce,  and t i r es,  gover nment l osses due 

t o demur rage charges resul t i ng f r om i nef f i ci ent management ,  wi t h-

dr awal  of  t eacher suppl y f r om Cal i f orni a and Oregon by t hei r use 

at t he rel ocat i on cent er ,  evacuee st r i kes showi ng l ax di sci pl i ne 

of  t he admi ni st r at i on,  and cont raband weapons i n t he hands of  t he 

evacuees.  Gr eat number s of  l et t er s wer e addressed by t he l ocal  

whi t e r esi dent s t o t he . W. R. A. ,  Congressi onal  r epresent at i ves and 

even t he Pr esi dent ,  demandi ng st r i ct er cont rol s over t he pr oj ect ,  

and t hey wer e general l y ref er red back t o t he Tul e Lake admi ni st ra-

t i on f or r evi ew.  .  

The st eady Cl ow of  compl ai nt s f r om t he sur roundi ng popul at i on 

as wel l  t he ever - present possi bi l i t y t hat some i nvest i gat i ng com-

mi t t ee of  t he gover nment mi ght suddenl y appear at t he gat es of  t he 

pr oj ect undoubt edl y i nf l uenced t he proj ect admi ni st r at i on i n mai n-

t ai ni ng vi gi l ant survei l l ance agai nst any pract i ces whi ch mi ght sub-

j ect t he admi ni st r at i on t o cr i t i ci sm.  One of  t he maj or obj ect i ons 

to t he f ar m st r i ke of  August 16 poi nt ed out by t he admi ni st r at i on 

was t he dangerous ef f ect i t  mi ght have on publ i c opi ni on.  Speak-

i ng bef or e t he Ci t y Counci l  two days af t er t he st r i ke,  J oe Hayes,  

Assi st ant Pr oj ect Di r ect or ,  comment ed:  

Suppose t he mi l i t i a had come out and f i red a f ew rounds 
of  shot s to di sper se t he st r i ker s;  some peopl e woul d have been 
ki l l ed and many ot her s woul d have been wounded.  Ther e woul d 
have been hel l  t o pay.  The t hi ng woul d have got t en i nto t he 
news j ust as t he t roubl e down at Sant a Ani t a di d.  The news-
paper s woul d have magni f i ed the t hi ng beyond r easonabl e pro-
por t i ons.  Do you know what I  hear d on one of  my recent vi si t s 
t o Kl amat h? One woman came up t o me and asked i f  i t  wer e t rue 
t hat t he reason beer i s scarcer now i n Kl amat h Fal l s t han be-
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f ore i s t hat a l ot of  i t  i s bei ng shi pped i nto t he pr oj ect .  
We have t o be caref ul  what we do her e,  f or peopl e on t he out -
si de ar e wi l l i ng to bel i eve any st ory t hat get s around about 
t he p̂r oj ect .

n

l _7 

Si mi l ar l y  ̂ when Mr .  Newhal l  of  t he San Franci sco Ohr aaci l  

Chroni cl e was schedul ed t o ar r i ve at Tul e Lake t o get a f eat ur e 

ar t i cl e on t he pr oj ect ,  Mr .  Shi r r el l *s concern was t hat t he const ruc-

t i on st r i ke was t hen t aki ng pl ace and some of  t he ot her di st r ubances 

wi t hi n t he communi t y wer e al l  t oo evi dent . 2/  I mmedi at el y af t er hi s 

conf erence wi t h Mr .  Webst er r egardi ng t he compl ai nt s of  t he whi t e 

r esi dent s i n t he l ocal  ar ea,  Mr .  Shi r rel l  addressed a st rong warn-

i ng t o t he I ssei  meet i ng whi ch he at t ended on t he f ol l owi ng day 

descr i bi ng t he ki nds of  accusat i ons bei ng made and poi nt i ng out t he 

danger t o t he evacuees of  permi t t i ng any basi s f or such st or i es to 

exi st . 3/  

The mai n rel at i onshi p of  t he evacuees wi t h Caucasi ans was,  of  

cour se,  wi t h t he appoi nt ed per sonnel  admi ni st er i ng t he af f ai r s of  

t he Tul e Lake Pr oj ect .  Except f or t he f ew per sonal  r el at i ons de-

vel oped by t he evacuees wi t h i ndi vi dual  member s of  t he appoi nt ed per -

sonnel ,  t he t endency was to cl ass t hem cat egor i cal l y wi t h t he l arger 

Caucasi an popul at i on,  to r ef er t o t hem as t he ket o.  The superordi -

nat e- subor di nat e rel at i onshi p of  t he Caucasi ans t o t he evacuees 

was most keenl y f el t  by the l at t er i n t hi s si t uat i on,  f or every 

evacuee,  even t he best t rai ned and the most exper i enced,  was under 

t he admi ni st r at i ve supervi si on of  some Caucasi an,  and t here was sel -

dom,  i f  ever ,  a r ever sal  of  t hi s r el at i onshi p.  A rat her common at -

t i t ude of  t he evacuees was t hat t he ket o admi ni st r at or s wer e a ver y 

medi ocr e,  i nef f i ci ent group who wer e i n t hei r wel l - payi ng posi t i ons 

1/  Mi yamot o Not es,  August 18,  1942.  
2/  Mi yamot o Not es,  Sept ember 4,  1942.  
~$J  Mi yamot o Not es,  November 5,  1942.  
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because of  t he war t i me manpower shor t age.  The at t i t ude of  one of  

t he most capabl e Ni sei  on t he pr oj ect i s descr i bed as,  "He f el t  t hat 

t hese damn ket o di dn' t know what t hey wer e goi ng and t he onl y reason 

t hey wer e ni ce was t hat t hey wer e pai d t o be so, "l /  but t he same 

opi ni on was hel d l i kewi se by evacuees who t hemsel ves hel d no cl ai m 

to di st i nct i on.  

The f eel i ng t hat t hei r wor k and t hei r l i ves wer e bei ng regul at -

ed by ket o who wer e i nf er i or to t hemsel ves was par t i cul ar l y wi de-

spread i n t hose occupat i onal  gr oups wher e t he evacuees had gai n-

ed some recogni t i on pr i or t o evacuat i on,  f or exampl e,  i n agr i cul t ur e.  

Many f armers f r om not hera Cal i f orni a cl ai med t o have had pr evi ous 

knowl edge of  t hei r f ar m supervi sor at t he Pr oj ect ,  J S.  R.  Kal l am,  

and t hey spoke wi t h hont empt of  hi s ser i es of  f ai l ures as a f ar mer 
> 

pr i or t o t he war .  The comment s of  some of  t he f ar mer s wor ki ng un-

der hi m dur i ng t he f i r st season at Tul e Lake r eveal  a l ow opi ni on 

of  hi s abi l i t y,  and t her e was scar cel y any var i at i on of  t hi s vi ew.  

Comment s wer e bei ng made t hat wat er i s needed i n t hi s pat ch or 
or t aht .  These f armers knew wher e wat er was needed.  ' These 
ket o wai t t o i r r i gate al l  t he f i el ds at once i nstead of  doi ng 
one f i el d at a t i me.  These ket o do t he cul ver t s and di t ches 
wi t hout t est i ng f or el evat i on.  They' r e surpr i sed when t he 
wat er doesn' t run up hi l l . '  The di t ch gat es woul d be pl aced 
at a poi nt l ower t han t he r est of  t he f i el d,  wher e i t  was i n-
ef f ect i ve .2/ 

Kal l am goes ahead pl ant i ng wi t hout get t i ng t he i r r i gat i on pre-
par ed.  The cabbages and oni ons are pract i cal l y al l  burnt be-
cause they di dn' t have t he wat er ready at t he t i me of  pl ant i ng.  
These shoot s shoul d have come r i ght up i f  t hey' d been v/ atered 
r i ght af t er pl ant i ng,  but Kal l am doesn' t pl an f or t hose t hi ngs.  

Kal l am di d not come out t o t he f i el d t oday.  He i s very unpopu-
l ar among t he f armers nowadays.  They wi sh he wer e out of  her e.  
Most of  t he f oremen agree t hat Kal l am i s t he downf al l  of  t he 
whol e f ar m,  and t hat he doesn' t know how t o f arm anyt hi ng but 
sugar beet s and bar l ey.  Someone put up a t urni p shaped l i ke 
a nude and wr ot e a t ag on i t  sayi ng,  "Thi s i s Kal l am, " and 

1/  Shi but ani  Not es,  J ul y 7,  1942.  

2/  Naj J i ima Not es,  J ul y 17,  1942.  
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nai l ed i t  on t he wal l .  Remai ned t her e al l  day.  J ,/  

Far mer s bl ame Kal l am f or not bei ng prepared bef orehand to har -
vest t he cr ops.  He shoul d have f ceen pr epar ed wi t h shook nai l s,  
sacks,  t r ucks,  et c.  They say t hat everythi ng i s l ef t unt i l  
t he l ast mi nut e. 3/  

Si nce t he posi t i on of  t he evacuee f armers di d not permi t t hem 

to compet e wi t h Kal l am f or t he supervi sory of f i ce,  t her e was no 

vi ol ent f eel i ng of  envy about hi s super i or posi t i on.  I n f act ,  most 

of  t he f ar mer s t hat f or t hei r #16 or #19 per mont h wage,  i t  was 

usel ess t o assume responsi bi l i t i es or t o wor k hardQ On t he ot her 

hand,  t hey t ook a cer t ai n pr i de i n t hei r knowl edge and exper i ence 

at f ar mi ng,  and t hey di sl i ked wor ki ng under i nef f ect i roa condi t i ons.  

The cr i t i ci sm of  t he f armers was not l i mi t ed t o Kal l am,  of  cour se,  

but was di rect ed at al l  t he Caucasi an per sonnel  connect ed wi t h t he 

f arm ent er pr i se.  

I n t he medi cal  f i el d t here was a si mi l ar f eel i ng among t he 

evacuee physi ci ans t hat t hei r Chi ef  Medi cal  Of f i cer s wer e but me-

di ocre medi cal  pract i t i oner s l ess capabl e than most of  t he evacuee 

doct or s.  One evacuee doct or who had recei ved hi s t rai ni ng at one 

of  t he best medi cal  school s i n t he count ry and had recei ved speci al -

i zed t r ai ni ng at a wel l - known hospi t al  i n t he Mi d- West ,  comment ed 

on Dr .  A.  B.  Car son,  Chi ef  Medi cal  Of f i cer ,  by sayi ng:  

He
1

s al l  r i ght .  But t he t r oubl e i s,  so many of  t he J a-
panese doct or s are super i or t o hi m i n medi cal - knowl edge.  Some 
of  t hem have had mor e t rai ni ng and more exper i ence.  I t ' s 
har d f or a man i n hi s posi t i on t o command t he respect of  t he 
doct or s under hi m. 3/  

The same vi ew i s expressed even mor e poi nt edl y i n a l et t er 

sent by Dr s.  Hashi ba,  Baba and Yoshi ye Togasaki  t o Dr .  G.  W.  Car l yl e 

1/  Hi sat omi  Not es,  Sept ember 2,  1942.  
| /  Hi sat omi  Not es,  Sept ember 3,  1942.  
3/  Mi yamot o Not es,  J une 23,  1942.  
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Thompson of  t he Regi onal  W. R. A.  Of f i ce.  

We f i nd t hat t he War Rel ocat i on Aut hor i t y consi ders t he 
J apanese physi ci an i ncapabl e of  handl i ng t he medi cal  si t uat i on 
of  t hese proj ect s and has pl aced,  i n our opi ni on,  l ess than 
medi ocr e Caucasi an physi ci ans and nur ses i n charge of  t he me-
di cal  set - up.  Under t hese condi t i ons t he War Rel ocat i on Au-
t hor i t y has r epudi at ed the r esponsi bi l i t y of  t he J apanese 
physi ci ans to hi s race. l /  

As Bi l l i gmei er st at es,  "I n general  i t  may be sai d t hat to t he 

evacuee physi ci ans r aci al  di scr i mi nat i on and pr of essi onal  pr i de 

have become cl osel y associ at ed. "2/  Thi s was cer t ai nl y t he case 

wi t h Dr .  Haj i me Ueyama,  who was consi dered one of  t he best evacuee 

doct or s f r om t he Ba$y Regi on,  and of  whom i t was al so sai d t hat 

he was "al l er gi c to Caucasi ans. " Anot her Doct or el aborat i ng on 

t hi s poi nt r emar ked,  

Dr .  Ueyama i s one of  t he bl unt est f el l ows I
f

ve ever met .  
He' s absol ut el y t act l ess,  and says what ever he t hi nks. . . .  
He' s pr et t y rude t o t he Caucasi an staf f  t hese days.  He won' t 
even speak ci vi l l y t o Mi ss Gr aham,  t he Head Nur se.  Not t hat 
t he Doct or i s i mpol i t e,  but t hat i t ' s evi dent he di sl i kes Cau-
casi ans f r om t he way he behaves. 3/  

Even wher e pr of essi onal  t r ai ni ng or an ext ended background of  

exper i ence wer e not i nvol ved,  however ,  t he f eel i ng t hat t he Cau-

casi an supervi sor s wer e not as compet ent as some of  t he evacuee 

wor ker s under t hem not i nf requent l y cropped up.  The Ni sei  wor ker s 

i n t he pr oj ect post of f i ce wer e supervi sed by a Mr s.  Wal l ace,  t he 

at t ract i ve wi f e of  an ar my corporal  st at i oned wi t h t he mi l i t ary po-

l i ce uni t of  t he can?),  who l i ke t he wor ker s under her had no exper i -

ence i n post al  servi ce wor k and was f el t  by some of  t he ol der Ni sei  

to be t oo young f or supervi sory aut hor i t y.  

Consi derabl e di ssat i sf act i on has been expressed i n t he com-
muni t y as wel l  as among t he wor ker s about t he l ack of  adequat e 
organi zat i on i n t he of f i ce.  Wor k assi gnment s have not been 
made pr oper l y,  t he Ni sei  wor ker s are t oo young i n many i nst ances 
to r ecogni ze the responsi bi l i t y of  t hei r posi t i on,  packages 
have been l ost and even st ol en,  but Mr s.  Wal l ace f ai l s t o i mpoae 

1/  Suppl ement t o mi nut es,  J apanese Ameri can§ | | i zens League,  
Speci al  Emer gency Nat i onal  Conf er ence,  Nov.  17- 24,  «̂¿ ĝt t gj a

 B a t ) a # 
wr i t t en pr i nci pal l y by Dr .  Togasaki ,  si gned by Dr s.  uas m ,  
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g/  Bi l l i gmei er Repor t ,  "Heal t h Sect i on, " p 

5/  Mi yamot o Not es,  " I ki - Har ada Case, " Sept 
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st r i ct r egul at i ons wi t hi n t he of f i oe so t hat such mi shaps woul d 
not r ecur .  Recogni zi ng t hat t here i s a l ack of  t r ai ned per son-
nel  among t he Ni sei  t o oper at e t he post of f i ce ef f i ci ent l y,  t he 
si t uat i on i s not i mporved by pl aci ng i n a supervi sory capaci t y 
a woman who i s hersel f  t oo young t o appreci at e t he responsi -
bi l i t y of  her posi t i on.  Accor di ng t o an ol der Ni sei  woman who 
spent sever al  mont hs wor ki ng at t he post of f i ce as t he i nf orm-
al  head of  t he Ni sei  wor ker s,  Mr s.  Wal l ace st i l l  l i kes t o have 
a good t i me hersel f  and hence As not st r i ct when t he young 
Ni sei  wo- rkers get out of  hand * at t he post of f i ce.  She i s an 
exper t j i t t er - bugger and f requent l y i s absent on Monday morn-
i ngs f ol l owi ng over - exer t i on dur i ng t he week end,  and has onl y 
gradual l y come to an awar eness of  t he r esponsi bi l i t y i nvol ved 
i n handl i ng ot her peopl e*s mai l .  The di sorgani zat i on i n t he 
post of f i ce appear s t o become mor e and mor e acut e,  and t he expec-
t at i on i s t hat t he Chr i st mas rush wi l l  snow under t he del i very 
depar t ment of  t he post of f i ce.  A f ew of  t he ol der gi r l s worki ng 
t here now l ook wi t h despai r upon t he si t uat i on,  and decl are 
among t hemsel ves t hat one capabl e Ni sei  wi t h or gani zat i onal  
abi l i t y coul d do much t o i mprove t he ci r cumst ance.  Recent l y,  
when t he Ci t y Counci l  asked Mr s.  Wal l ace t o appear at i t s 
meet i ng, t o answer quest i ons about t he condi t i on of  t he post 
of f i ce,  Mr .  Shi r rel l  i nf ormed her t hat she need not appear® 
si nce he had not been pr evi ousl y i nf ormed of  t he Counci l ' s ac-
t i on.  About t he same t i me she recei ved an i ncrease i n pay.  
Some of  t he Ni sei  wor ker s who have been exer t i ng t hemsel ves 
i n t he ef f or t to keep some order wi t hi n t he conf usi on are a 
l i t t l e upset t o t hi nk t hat Mr s.  Wal l ace has had her pay i ncreas-
ed despi t e her i nabi l i t y t o or gani ze t he post of f i oe ef f i ci ent -

l y. i /  

The condi t i ons of  t he r el ocat i on cent er undoubt edl y cont r i but ed 

gr eat l y t o t he evacuee di ssat i sf act i on wi t h t hei r super vi sor s.  The 

/ under war t i me handi caps /  

pr obl em of  organi zi ng an ent i r el y new communi t y/ was of  such magni -

t ude t hat i t  r equi r ed except i onal  abi l i t y on t he par t of  t he admi ni s-

t r at or s to avoi d er rors and cr i t i ci sm.  The general  di scont ent of  

t he evacuees l ai d a f oundat i on of  r ecal ci t r ance among t he evacuees 

wi t h whi ch the Caucasi an supervi sor s had to cont end,  but any di sor -

gani zat i on or i nef f i ci ency r esul t i ng f r om t he evacuee wor ker s'  l ack 

of  i nt erest i n t hei r wor k was l i kel y t o be bl amed as t he responsi -

bi l i t y of  t he appoi nt ed per sonnel .  However ,  t he di ssat i sf act i on al so 

1/  Mi yamot o Repor t ,  Pr el i mi nar y Repor t on Tul e Lake,  "Soci al  
St r uct ur e of  t he Communi t y, " pp.  18- 19* 
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had i ts basi s i n t he aut omat i c assi gnamt of  Caucasi ans over evacuees,  

f or si nce t hi s was not an ar rangement vol unt ar i l y ent ered upon by 

t he l at t er ,  t her e was t he r eady t endency t o speak of  what t he si tu-

at i on woul d be i f  t he evacuees t hemsel ves had organi zed i t .  I t  i s 

wor t hy of  note? t hat t he appoi nt ed per sonnel  l east cr i t i ci zed wer e 

t hose most wi l l i ng t o consul t t he evacuees on admi ni st r at i ve pl ans,  

i ncl udi ng men l i ke Fl emi ng,  El ber son and J acoby,  whi l e t he rever se 

was t rue i n t he case of  t hose who wer e consi dered di ct at or i al  and 

l acki ng i n r espect f or evacuee abi l i t y,  as i n t he i nst ances of  Dr .  

Pedi cor d,  Mr .  Hayes,  and Mr .  Peck.  

The di f f erence i n cl ass l evel  of  t he admi ni st r at or s and t he 

evacuees was f ur t her emphasi zed by t hei r di f f erence i n i ncome.  One 

bookkeeper i n t he f i nance account i ng seot i on was const ant l y demoral -

i zed by the f act t hat i n t he books whi ch she kept ,  young Caucasi ans 

t r uck dr i ver s wer e l i sted as recei vi ng $80 per week whi l e prof es-

si onal  evacuees recei ved at most #19 per mont h.  One of  t he maftor 

r easons f or resent ment l eadi ng t o t he const ruct i on cr ew st r i ke of  

Sept ember 1942 was t hat evacuee wor ker s r ecei vi ng $16 per mont h 

wer e not onl y asked to wor k besi de Caucasi an wor ker s get t i ng as 

much pay i n a si ngl e day,  but t hat Chr i st enson,  t he f or eman,  kept 

dr i vi ng t he evacuees to wor k as hard as t he Cuacasi ans and f i nal l y 
hal f  of  

announced t hat he woul d r epl ace/ si t  t he evacuee carpent ers wi t h 

a f ew Caucasi ans who woul d do t he j ob.  The cl ai m of  t he evacuees 

was t hat t hey woul d any day wor k as hard as t he Caucasi ans i f  t hey 

recei ved the same pay,  and r esent ed t he sl ur upon t hei r i ndust ry 

consi der i ng t he absence of  i ncent i ves t o wor k. I /  Thei r r esent ment 

1/  Mul e Lake Repor t ,  Chapt er V,  p.  115.  
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was most apparent when t he evacuee wor ker  ̂ put i n hi s f ul l  ei ght -

hour day,  made an ef f or t t o wor k ef f i ci ent l y,  and t hen was not ap-

preci at ed by t he super vi sor .  A Ni sei  st enographer compl ai ned of  

her "empl oyer ":  

Mr .  J ones makes me mad.  He kept me wor ki ng unt i l  8: 30 
yest er day eveni ng j ust because he changed hi s mi nd about a 
l et t er he was wr i t i ng.  I  copi ed t he t hi ng f i ve t i mes.  Then 
he compl ai ns t hat we' r e not wi l l i ng t o wor k hard enough and 
says al l  t he Caucasi an staf f  ar e worki ng even on week- ends 
t o keep t he pr oj ect goi ng.  What does he expect f r om us when 
we get onl y $16 a mont h. 1/  

Because of  t he l ow wages,  conf i nement and ot her undesi r abl e 

ci r cumst ances whi ch t he evacuees had suf f ered i n t he evacuat i on,  

t her e exi st ed among t hem a st rong bel i ef  i n t hei r r i ght to demand 

of  t he Gover nment t hat var i ous concessi ons be made t o t hem.  A 

r at her common opi ni on was t hat t he evacuees shoul d get everyt hi ng 

possi bl e gai d f or by t he Gover nment ,  and on one occasi on a Counci l -

man ser i ousl y pr oposed t hat si nce hai r - cut s wer e a necessi t y t he 

W. R. A.  shoul d ar range f or f ree bar ber servi ce. 2/  Al t hough t he J a-

panese wer e wel l  known i n publ i c wel f ar e of f i ces of  t he Paci f i c 

Coast f or t hei r ext reme sensi t i vi t y and r esi st ance to r ecei vi ng 

"char i t y " ,  at t he proj ect , wel f are wor ker s of t en commented on t he 

number of  peopl e who came to t hem demandi ng publ i c assi st ance grant s 

wi t h an a|p; rent at t i t l de t hat i t  was owed t o t hem.  To say t hat t he 

Gover nment owed t hem a l i vi ng,  however ,  was t o say t hat t he ket o 

owed t hem a l i vi ng;  t he two wer e i ndi st i ngui shabl e.  Thus,  i t  may 

be sai d t hat f r om t he evacuee poi nt of  vi ew t hei r rel at i on t o t he 

Caucasi ans was t hat of  a credi t or t o debt or ,  and as credi t or s t hey 

had every r i ght t o make demands upon t hose who owed t hem f or t hei r 

l osses.  Somet hi ng of  t he same i dea i s expressed wher e an I ssei  

rema2\ red,  "Look at t hese market pr i ces on veget abl es ( poi nt i ng to 

1/  Mi yamot o Not es,  Aug.  7.  l ^
4

?.  
2/  Mi yamot o Not es,  Aug.  22,  1942.  
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pr i ce quot at i ons i n t he newspaper ) .  We woul d be maki ng bi g money 

now i f  we wer e f armi ng on the out si de;  enough t o see us t hrough 

our ol d age, " f or what t hey coul d have earned i f  t hey had not been 

evacuat ed was i ncl uded by t he evacuees among t he debt s t o be pai d 

f cy t he soci et y whi ch had depr i ved t hem of  t hei r oppor t uni t i es.  

The separat i on of  t he Caucasi ans and evacuees at Tul e Lake 

was physi cal l y r epresent ed by t he spat i al  separat i on of  t hei r 

r especi t ve r esi dent i al  ar eas,  and f or a br i ef  t i me dur i ng the wi n-

t er of  1942,  t hi s physi cal  separat i on was made compl et e by t he con-

st ruct i on of  a bar bed- wi r e f ence bet ween t he t wo ar eas.  1/  To speak 

of  t he Tul e Lake Cent er as a si ngl e communi t y i s,  accurat el y speak-

i ng,  not cor r ect ,  al t hough -t&e-  ovat mee f or t here wer e t wo communi -

t i es,  of  t he evacuees and of  t he appoi nt ed per sonnel ,  each l i vi ng 

i n l ar ge par t di st i nct soci al  l i ves.  The usage of  ref er r i ng t o 

t he evacuee communi t y as t he Tul e Lake communi t y has been f ol l owed 

because i t  was overwhel mi ngl y t he l arger and,  i n t he pr esent st udy,  

t he mor e si gni f i cant ,  whi l e t he Caucasi an communi t y exi st ed onl y 

i n r udi ment ar y f or m,  but t here was i n t he l at t er a di st i nct soci al  

l i f e.  A l i mi t ed group of  Ni sei  and Caucasi ans wi t h common i nt erest s 

sought each ot her out ,  but i n gener al  t here was l i t t l e mi xi ng be-

tween t hem except dur i ng t he wor ki ng day when t he t wo groups met 

i n t he of f i ces and i n t he f i el d t o under t ake t hei r j oi nt busi ness.  

Several  Caucasi ans voi ced t he vi ew,  and ot her s undoubt edl y f el t ,  

t hat t hey had no desi r e to l ook at evacuees i n t he eveni ngs af t er 

worki ng wi t h t hem al l  day,  and the evacuees i n t ur n f or t he most 

par t wer e di si nt erest ed i n even at t empt i ng t o seek out Caucasi an 

1/  The f ences wer e set up f ol l owi ng r epeat ed i nstances of  
steal i ng from the warehouses and were guarded onl y in the eveni ngs 
to check evacuee l oi terers in the warehouse area. But symbol i cal l y 
i t represented a further separati on of the Caucasi ans from the 
evacuees,  and i t was i nterpreted as such by many evacuees. 
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associ at i on.  I nsof ar as i t  was t he busi ness of  t he admi ni st r at or s 

t o know what was happeni ng i n t he evacuee communi t y,  t hey had some 

knowl edge of  t he act i vi t i es t aki ng pl ace t her ei n,  but t her e was 
meani ng of  t he 

gener al l y as l i t t l e under st andi ng of  t he/ event s and act i vi t i es t o 

t he evacuees,  as t he evacuees had f or what went on among t he Cau-

casi ans.  

I t  shoul d be ment i oned t hat a f or m of  publ i c r el at i ons wor k 

was const ant l y mai nt ai ned bet ween t he t wo gr oups.  I t  was r at her 

common t o f i nd i n t he "soci et y not i ces" of  t he Tul ean Di spat ch 

such i t ems as,  "Honored guest s wer e Dr .  and Mr s.  A.  B.  Carson, " at 

a Ni sei  dance par t y,  or ,  "Among t hose pr esent wer e Mr .  and Mr s.  l l mer L,  

Shi r r el l ,  Mr .  and Mr s.  Frank Smi t h,  Dr .  and Mr s.  Har ol d L.  J acoby,  

etc " at one of  t he Ni sei  weddi ngs.  The openi ng ni ght s f or t he 

t wo most promi nent ent er t ai nment s dur i ng t he wi nt er of  1948,  t he 

"Caf e I nt ernat i onal  Cabaret " and t he "Li t t l e Theat er " ,  wer e on bot h 

occasi ons reserved f or t he admi ni st r at i ve per sonnel . l /  I n addi t i on,  

cer t ai n members wB of  t he appoi nt ed per sonnel  wer e ver y much sought 

by t he Ni sei  as speaker s at var i ous f unct i ons,  and t here i s no doubt 
ver y of t en 

t hat / a hi gher pr emi um was pl aced upon Caucasi an speakers t han upon 

t hose f r om t he evacuee gr oup.  These wer e t o be sure al l  Ni sei  f unc-

t i ons,  but t he I ssei  t oo on rare occasi ons ent er t ai ned members of  

t he admi ni st r at i ve st af f .  The Appoi nt ed Per sonnel ,  especi al l y t he 

t eachi ng gr oup,  i nvi t ed evacuees to di nner and i nto t hei r homes 

f or vi si t s.  Whi l e t hese r el at i ons bet ween t he evacuees and t he 

Caucasi ans somet i mes went f ar beyond anyt hi ng t hat mi ght be spoken 

of  as publ i c r el at i ons wor k,  t he ver y f act of  t he smal l ness of  t he 

appoi nt ed per sonnel  and t hei r l i mi t at i ons of  t i me and energy. dn 

1/ / Tul ean Di spat ch,  Oct ober 30,  1942,  p.  1.  

Tul ean Di spat ch,  November 30,  1942,  p.  1.  
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f ormi ng per sonal  acquai nt ances among t he evacuees necessar i l y made 

many of  t hese cont act s f or mal .  For t he l ar ge bul k of  evacuees 

t here was no soci al  cont act of  any ki nd wi t h t he appoi nt ed per sonnel .  

The bar r i er s of  r el at i onshi p bet ween the Caucasi ans and I ssei  

evacuees ( and many Ki bei )  wer e especi al l y severe because of  the 

l anguage handi cap.  Except f or a very smal l  mi nor i t y of  t he I ssei  

men (and an even smal l er percent age of  I ssei  women) ,  t he I ssei  wer e 

unabl e t o car ry on anyt hi ng l i ke a nor mal  conversat i on wi t h a Cau-

ca' i pan,  and al t hough br i ef  f r i endl y i nt erchanges or conversat i on on 

rout i ne busi ness mat t er s coul d gener al l y be managed wi t hout di f f i -

cul t y,  wher e di scussi ons became i n any way compl i cat ed,  as f or i n-

st ance at pol i t i cal  meet i ngs,  t he assi st ance of  an i nt erpret er was 

usual l y necessar y.  Rel at ed to t he bar r i er of  l anguage,  of  cour se,  

wer e al l  t he ga>oss as wel l  as subt l e di f f erences of  t hought and 

behavi or r esul t i ng f r om t he di f f erences of  cul t ural  and exper i en-

t i al  background bet ween t he Caucasi ans and t he I ssei  and Ki bei .  

A cer tai n amount of  mi sunder st andi ng bet ween the Caucasi ans and 

t he evacuees was undoubt edl y at t r i but abl e t o t hi s l anguage di f f i -

cul t y! / ,  and t here wer e even evi dences of  a r esi st ance among the 

I ssei  t o t he use of  ai gl i sh.  One reason was t hei r sensi t i vi t y 

about t hei r i nabi l i t y to under st and i t .  At one meet i ng of  Co- op 

r epresent at i ves wher e bot h I ssei  and Ni sei  wer e gat her ed,  t he bul k 

of  t he di scussi on was car r i ed on i n Engl i sh.  

Ther e wer e about 30 present i n t he r oom.  Ni sei s and I ssei s 
wer e about evenl y di vi ded.  The meet i ng went on smoot hl y un-
t i l  t he end.  Mr .  Shi r ai  got up and sai d t hat he had been ask-
ed by a f ew peopl e t o gi ve t he t al k agai n i n J apanese and t hat 
he woul d do i t  af t er t he meet i ng was over .  ( Those who had un-
derst ood wer e permi t t ed t o l eave. ) Then an I ssei  f el l ow wi t h 
a sour l ook cal l ed everyone' s at t ent i on as t hey wer e get t i ng 

1/  Dur i ng bot h t he regi st rat i on and t he segregat i on pr ogr ams,  
mi sunder st andi ng by the I ssei  and Ki bei  of  key t erms i n t he di sous-
si ons because of  

a f ai l ure to have t ransl at i ons provi ded or em er ror 
i n t r ansl at i on,  proved an i mpor t ant cont r i but i ng f act or t o t he re-
sul t i ng di st ur bances.  
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up.  He sai d t hat ti i i s wasn' t a meet i ng j ust f or Ni sei s,  and 
J apanese was as i mpor t ant as Engl i sh.  He t hought t hat t here 
wasn' t a Ni sei  who coul dn' t under st and J apanese,  t heref ore 
everyone shoul d remai n behi nd to hear t he l ect ure gi ven i n 
J apanese.  But Shi r ai  cal med hi m down and sai d t hat t hose who 
under st ood coul dn' . t  be f orced to st ay. l /  

The evacuees not i nf requent l y used l anguage di f f erences as a 

mode of  emphasi zi ng t hei r di st i nct i veness f r om t he ket o,  and of  

t hus st rengt heni ng t hei r i deni t t y as a gr oup.  At t he f arm st r i ke 

of  August 1942,  a Ni sei  who at t he openi ng of  a st r i ke meet i ng made 

a request over t he publ i c addr ess syst em f or l i ght gl obes t o i l l u-

mi nat e t he pl at f or m was hoot ed of f  t he st age wi t h cr i es of ,  "Ni hongo 

wo t sukae ( Use J apanese' . ) " and "Ei go wo t sukau mono ga aruka? Koko 

wa ni hon da zoo' .  (Who dar es to use Engl i sh? Thi s i s J apan here' . )"2/  

Dur i ng t ense conf l i ct s bet ween t he evacuees and t he admi ni st r at i on,  

as i n the Over seas Br oadcast and the regi st rat i on i ssues,  t here was 
* \ 

a not i ceabl e t endency t owar ds an i ncreased usage of  J apanese even 

among t he Ni sei ,  and when among f c gr oup of  aroused I ssei  and Ki bei ,  

t he Ni sei  woul d st udi ousl y avoi d Engl i sh to prevent any suspi ci on 

of  seeki ng i dent i t y wi t h t he opposi ng el ement .  

The f ew Caucasi ans on t he Pr oj ect who had spent year s i n J apan 

and coul d speak J apanese had a di st i nct advant age over t he rest of  

t hei r gr oup i n approachi ng t he I ssei  and Ki bei .  The I ssei  woul d 

show undi sgui sed pl easur e t o f i nd t hat a Caucasi an had t aken t he 

t roubl e t o l earn t he l anguage and woul d comment on how wel l  t he 

person spoke.  The f act or s i nvol ved i n t he I ssei ' s sense of  di f f er -

ence f r om t he Caucasi ans i s r at her wel l  i l l ust rat ed i n t he ease of  

Mi ss Hel en Toppi ng,  one of  t he hi gh school  t eacher s who had spent 

most of  her l i f e i n J apan,  had a good command of  J apanese,  and made 

1J  Sakoda J our nal ,  Sept .  16,  1942.  

2/  Tul e Lake Repor t ,  Chap.  Y,  p.  42.  
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speci al  ef f or t s t o i dent i f y hersel f  wi t h t he evacuees.  Mi ss Toppi ng 

was born i n t he Sout h,  but she and her par ent s went t o J apan when 

t he l at t er wer e cr i t i ci zed f or t hei r stand on t he Negr o,  Her par -

ent s r emai ned i n J apan,  t he f at her bei ng bur i ed t her e,  and her mot her 

l i vi ng unmol est ed i n Tokyo.  Mi ss Toppi ng had become a di sci pl e 

of  t he Chr i st i an co- operat i ve l eader ,  Kagawa,  and her obvi ous pur -

pose i n Tul e Lake was to pr omot e t hi s movement wi t h al l  her r el i gi ous 

zeal .  Fol l owi ng one of  her l ect ur es on t he mi l l eni um of  t he Chr i s-

t i an co- operat i ve gi ven i n J apanese to an I ssei  audi ence,  a l ect ure 
Amer i can,  J apanese and Br i t i sh 

composed of  a col l ect i on of  bi zar r e ref erences t o/ hi st or y,  t he Bi bl e,  

t he cl ass st ruggl e,  t he cooperat i ve movement ,  and t he f ut ur e of  t he 

Ni sei  i n Amer i ca,  an I ssei  ar ose dur i ng t he quest i oni ng per i od to 

Your f ace i s Amer i can,  but I  t hi nk you are J apanese.  I n 
i ndi vi dual  r el at i ons,  Amer i cans ar e t ops.  But when i n gr oups 
t hey t end to di scr i mi nat e agai nst J apanese.  I  cannot under -
stand t hi s.  I f  Ni sei s remai n behi nd and are di scr i mi nat ed 
agai nst ,  t hey wi l l  not be abl e t o ent er t he Amer i can l i f e.  I f  
t he' Amer i cans wi l l  pr epar e t hemsel ves to accept t he J apanese;  
but ar en' t Amer i cans af rai d of  J apanese who ar e t oo smar t .  
Amer i cans r ecogni ze t he pr ogr ess of  t he J apanese peopl e.  I f  
t he J apanese make pr ogr ess i n t he Mi ddl e West ,  i t  won' t be of  
any use to go east .  I  woul d l i ke t o have a f r ank answer . ! /  

Thi s quest i on needs t o be set wi t hi n t he cont ext of  t he state-

ment s whi ch Mi ss Toppi ng was maki ng,  such as,  "Everyone i n Amer i ca 

want s to f cake t hi ngs easy. . . They spend t hei r money and become poor 

agai n,  and hence cannot become ci vi l i zed.  The person who seeks t he 

si mpl e l i f e and t hen spends what he has f or ot her peopl e i s t he 
( Cal i f orni a) 

speci al t y of  t he J apanese The Amer i cans i n Fl or i n/ ar e r eal l y 

l ow down ( kat 5) .  ( Laught er t hroughout t he room. ) I t  seems t hat 

t here are onl y t hei ves i n Fl or i n ( l aught er agai n) . "2/  Because of  

say:  

1/  Sakoda J our nal ,  Feb.  7,  1943.  
2/  I bi d.  
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t hese vi ews Mi ss Toppi ng was accused by the admi ni st rat i on of  hol d-

and i ngi t i ng i * pr o- J apanese i deas.  Yet ,  despi t e her l anguage 

Qual i f i cat i on and her endeavor s t o i dent i f y hersel f  wi t h t he evacuees 

i t  was evi dent i n t he behavi or of  t he peopl e towar/d her t hat she 

was not r egar ded as "one of  t hem. " The peopl e t r eat ed her more as 

a guest wi t hi n t hei r mi dst .  

The separat i on of  t he evacuees and Caucasi ans was cl ear l y based 

not onl y on r aci al  but al so pol i t i cal  di f f er ences.  The ant agoni sm 

was not mer el y -evacuees t he peopl e of  J apanese ancest r y ver sus Cau-

casi ans,  but al so,  i n t he case of  t he I ssei  and Ki bei ,  pr o- J apanásm 

ver sus pr o- Amer i cani sm.  I t  i s i ndet ermi nabl e as t o t he ext ent t hat 

t he evacuat i on promot ed a pro- J apanese sent i ment among t he evacuees,  

but of  t hat promot i on t her e can be no doubt .  Raci al  and pol i t i cal  

f eel i ngs,  however ,  wer e so cl osel y i nt er t wi ned t hat i t  i s i mpossi bl e 

to assess i n what degree or i n what way each cont r i but ed t o t he gap 

bet ween t he evacuees and t he Caucasi ans.  

The r esul t of  al l  t hese condi t i ons separat i ng t he evacuees f r om 

Caucasi ans gave t o each st rong i n- group f eel i ngs whi ch const i t ut ed 

t he most cer t ai n evi dence of  t hei r di st i nct i veness.  Mr .  Peck of  

t he Mess Management Sect i on who openl y cl assed hi msel f  among t he 

"J ap Hat er s" of  t he appoi nt ed per sonnel  and was one of  t hose most 

anxi ous to see t he apprehensi on of  evacuees steal i ng f ood f r om the 

war ehouses,  compl ai ned when evacuee wai t r esses at t he Per sonnel  Mess 

Hal l  t urned t he same accusat i on agai nst t he Caucasi ans:  "I t  shows 

t hat t he J apanese are l ooki ng f or somet hi ng to br i ng agai nst t he 

Caucasi ans.  They never t «l l  on each ot her . "! /  Dur i ng t he di st urbed 

mont hs i n t he Pal l  of  1942 when t he admi ni st rat i on was convi nced 

that  most of the f l coubl e was devel opi ng from a few "agi tators" who 

1/  Bi l l i gmei er Report,  "Transportati on and Suppl y, " p.  8.  
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wer e bent on obst ruct i ng t he success of  t he W. R. A.  pr ogr am,  t he 

admi ni st rat i on made ser i ous ef f or t s to gai n i nf ormat i on f r om some 

of  t he t rusted evacuees as t o who t hese t r oubl e- maker s wer e. l /  The 

campai gn met wi t h l i t t l e success,  and t here was even some t endency 

t o bl ame t he so- cal l ed "l oyal " evacuees who f ai l ed to f ceveal  i nf or -

mat i on about t he "di sl oyal " ones.  Dur i ng t he mess hal l  t r oubl e of  

Oct ober 1942:  

She ( Mr s.  Hal l e) sai d t hat t here wer e j ust a f ew i ndi vi dual s 
at f aul t and sai d t hat t hey woul d be r emoved.  She asked me i f  
I  knew of  any.  I  sai d "No, " and she r pel i ed cyni cal l y,  "Oh 
so you won' t t al k ei t her ,  huh? I f  some of  our l oyal  Amer i cans 
woul d cooper at e a l i t t l e mor e we coul d run t hi s camp decent l y.  
As i t  i s.  what mor e coul d tsre do?"2fc/  

By t he same t oken,  t he evacuee who woul d t urn agai nst hi s own 

group by r eveal i ng t he secr et s of  t he communi t y or by f awni ng upon 

t he Caucasi ans t o seek f avor wer e regarded as t he most cont empt i bl e 

of  al l  per sons.  She two t ypes,  i n f act ,  wer e i ndi cat ed as l oat he-

some obj ect s by t he weasel  wor ds,  "boot l i cker " and " i nu" .  The "boot -

l i cker " or t he "whi t e- men' s J ap" was t hought t o be a person who 

ei t her f r om f ear or f r om a mot i ve of  seeki ng per sonal  advant ages 

woul d ref use t o pr ot est t he i nj ust i ces i nf l i ct ed by t he Caucasi ans 
V 

and woul d render hi s approval  of  anyt hi ng pr oposed by t he Caucasi ans.  

They wer e t he spi nel ess accommodat er s,  the "Uncl e Toms" of  t he J apan-

ese soci et y,  And t he sel f  seeker s among t hem wer e t hought t o use 

t hi s means of  servi l e f l at t ery t o gai n f avor i n t he eyes of  t he ket o, ,  

use ot her evacuees as steppi ng st ones t o st at us,  and thus r i se t o 

posi t i ons of  aut hor i t y.  For t hei r pol i cy of  "cooperat i on" wi t h t he 

mi l i t ar y aut hor i t i es dur i ng evacuat i on,  and t he posi t i ons of  aut hor i -

t y whi ch t hey t hus di r ect l y or i ndi rect l y gai ned,  t he J . A. C. L.  be-

came one of  t he chi ef  r eci pi ent s of  t he name of  "boot l i cker s".  

y 

2/  Shi but ani  J our nal ,  Set .  13,  1942.  
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The t er m "boot l i cker , " however ,  i s of  course a r el at i ve one 

f or dependi ng upon t he i nt ensi t y of  a per son' s hat red f or t he ket o 
and cooperat i on 

t here was var i at i on as to t he extent of  cont act / wi t h Caucasi ans 

t hat woul d be consi dered boot l i cki ng.  Among some I ssei  who hated 

t he ket o i nt ensel y,  al l  t he Ni sei  who wor ked i n the admi ni st rat i on 

of f i ces wi t h t he Caucasi an supervi sor s wer e to be desi gnat ed as 

"boot l i cker s",  and al so as " i nu".  But i t  i s cl ear t hat t he very 

l i f e of  t he communi t y depended upon some degr ee of  cooperat i on be-

t ween t he t wo gr oups and a cer t ai n amount of  compromi se of  t he op-

posi ng poi nt s of  vi ew.  

The f ear and host i l i t y t owar ds t he i nu was even mor e i nt ense 

and r abi d.  Somet hi ng of  t he at t i t udes t oward t he i nu i s i l l ust rat -

ed i n t he vi ews reveal ed dur i ng t he quest i oni ng of  t wo Ki bei  who 

wer e apprehended f or an at t empt ed beat i ng upon Mr .  Ohmura dur i ng 

t he regi st rat i on cr i si s.  The di scussi on was bet ween Proj ect At t or ney 

O' Br i en and the t wo Ki bei .  

"Why di d you go al ong wi t h t he ot her Ki bei  i f  you di dn' t know 
t he man?" t he second Ki bei  was asked.  

"Because t hey sai d he was an i nu. " 

Yamamot o was asked t he same quest i on,  t o whi ch he r epl i ed,  "Wel l ,  

t hey wer e Ki bei  and I  had t o cooperat e. " 

"Because you ar e connect ed wi t h t he Bl ack Dragon Soci et y?" 

Yamamot o deni ed t hi s sayi ng,  "No,  I  j ust had to. " 

"Why?" 

"Wel l ,  i f  he' s an i nu we j ust have t o beat hi m. " 

"What i s an i nu?" 

"A dog�a spy or i nf ormer . " 

"Do you mean t o t el l  me t hat i f  a person you don' t know. ,  f or exampl e,  uar.  Car t er ,  comes to you and t el l s you t hat I  am an i nu you have t o ki l l  me?" 
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"I f  I  f eel  a man i s an i nu I ' l l  have t o go al ong and beat hi m. " 

"Why?" 

" I  woul d have to. " 

"Thi s was const ant l y r ei t er at ed.  Each t i me O' Br i en spoke of  
ki l l i ng and Yamamot o of  beat i ng.

 v 

Then O' Br i en asked,  "Where di d you come f rom?" 

"St ockt on. " 

«Woul d you have done t hi s i n St ockt on?" 

"No. " 

"Why woul d you do i t  here and not i n St ockt on?" 

" I t ' s di f f erent . " 

"The reason why you woul d do i t  here i s because t he I ssei  t el l  
you t hi s i s a par t of  J apan. " 

"No,  i t ' s not J apan,  but i t s di f f erent f r om St ockt on.
f

U/  

The i nt ervi ew i s not r eveal i ng pr i mar i l y f or t he reason t hat 

O' Br i en was t oo st rongl y pr essi ng f or an answer ,  but i t  t el l s i sm t hr ee 

t hi ngs,  f i r st ,  t hat the f eel i ng agai nst t he i nu i s not easi l y ver -
t he f f . B. I .  ar r est s,  

bal i zed and,  second,  t hat i t  was t he war , / t he evacuat i on,  and t he 

condi t i ons of  cent er l i f e whi ch provi ded t he set t i ng f or t he i nt ense 
/ and,  t hi r d,  t he accusat i on may be gr ounded on t he mer est suspi ci on.  

hat red of  t he i nu»/  Bi l l i gmei er al so r epor t s el sewhere,  "Dr .  J acoby 

heard t he same spi r i t  t oward t he i nu.  *I t  does somet hi ng t o me 

here, *aa Ki bei  asser t ed,  pl aci ng hi s hand agai nst hi s chest . "3/  

The si mpl est expl anat i on f or t he i ntense f ear and hat red of  t he 

i nu (  i nf ormer) i s t hat he t hr eat ens the saf et y of  any per son who 

communi cat es among hi s f el l ows t he f undament al  bel i ef s of  hi s gr oup,  

wi t hout whi ch communi cat i on t he st rengt h of  t he gr oup' s opposi t i on 

t o t he Caucasi ans woul d be compl et el y sapped.  
' « 

1/  Bi l l i gmei er ,  "Regi st r at i on Repor t , " pp.  42- 43  ̂

2/  I bi d. ,  p.  43.  
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There was a poi nt at whi ch an evacuee had t o keep t hi ngs f r om 

a Caucasi an,  even one whom he t horoughl y t rust ed and was on t he 

f r i endl i est t er ms,  whi ch he woul d not have t o hi de f r om anot her 

evacuee.  One such i nf ormat i on was t he names of  t he so- cal l ed 

"Troubl e- makers" of  t he communi t y and t hei r act i vi t i es,  f or such 

revel at i on t o t he Caucasi ans was the surest means of  acqui r i ng 

t he i nu l abel  f cfor onesel f .  And f or a l ar ge sect i on of  t he com-

muni t y,  i ncl usi ve of  al most al l  t he I ssei  and Ki bei ,  t her e wer e 

ci r cumst ances i n whi ch doubt s wer e l i kel y t o be rai sed about t he 

si ncer i t y of  even t he most t r ust ed Caucasi an members of  t he admi ni s-

t r at i on.  

The mai n pur pose of  the Caucasi an admi ni st r at i ve st af f  was 

t o mai nt ai n a proj ect f ul f i l l i ng t he pol i ci es set f or t h by t he 

W. R. A. ,  of  sust ai ni ng t he evacuee popul at i on wi t hi n i t s cont r ol ,  

economi zi ng i n t he expendi t ure of  publ i c f unds,  pr oduci ng market -

abl e goods bot h t o reduce t he oper at i onal  cost of  the pr oj ect and 

t o keep t he evacuees act i vel y engaged i n pr oduct i on t oward t he war 

ef f or t ,  and i n general  mai nt ai ni ng a smoot h runni ng and ef f i ci ent 

communi t y.  These pol i ci es,  however ,  wer e not i n conf or mi t y wi t h 

t he i nt erest s of  t he evacuees who f el t  t hat f ood r at i ons wer e i n-

adequat e,  t hat wage i ncent i ves wer e l acki ng f or p r o d u c t e f f i -

ci ency,  and t hat t he mi ni mum subsi st ence st andards pr ovi ded by the 

W. R. A.  i n medi cal  ser vi ce,  educat i on,  recreat i on and al l  ot her act i -

vi t i es of  t he communi t y wer e i nadequat e.  Fur t her mor e,  t here wer e 

pol i ci es suppor t ed by t he W. R. A. ,  such as t he Over seas Broadcast 

and t he mi l i t ar y servi ce pr ogr ams,  wi t h whi ch t he maj or i t y of  evacuees 

wer e i n st rong di sagr eement .  Whi l e t he appoi nt ed per sonnel  showed 
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var yi ng degrees of  sympat hy f or t he evacuee poi nt of  vi ew,  and some 

went f ar t owards def endi ng t he evacuee posi t i on,  t he Caucasi ans i n 

t he f i nal  anal ysi s saw W. R. A.  pol i ci es f r om t he admi ni st r at or s 

poi nt of  vi ew as pl ans whi ch somehow had t o be car r i ed i nto act i on.  

Among t he appoi nt ed per sonnel ,  f or i nst ance,  t her e was no di sagree-

ment as t o t he desi r abi l i t y of  t he regi st rat i on f or Ni sei  mi l i t ar y 

servi ce and f or gener al  l eave cl earance,  al t hough t here was di sagree-
many 

ment as t o how t he program shoul d be admi ni st er ed,  but i to®/ evacuees 

di sagreed wi t h t he pol i cy i t sel f .  The poi nt of  t he di f f er ence i s 

most cl ear l y made by i ndi cat i ng t hat f or t he bul k of  evacuees t hei r 

f undament al  demand v/as t he rest orat i on of  t he condi t i ons exi st i ng 

pr i or t o evacuat i on,  whi l e t he admi ni st r at or s,  even t he most sympa-

t het i c of  t hem,  wer e cogni zant of  t he r eal i t i es obst ruct i ng such i m-

medi at e r est orat i on and,  i n t hi s sense,  hel d t hat t he evacuees shoul d 

accept t he f act of  evacuat i on. and r at her make t he most of  W. R. A.  ef -

f or t s.  

Thi s basi s of  di f f erence bet ween t he evacuees and t he Caucasi ans 

at t he pr oj ect i s best i l l ust rat ed i n t he case of  men l i ke J acoby,  

El ber son,  Fl emi ng and Shi r r el l  who wer e regarded as t he best f ri ei i ds 

of  t he evacuees among the admi ni st r at or s.  J acoby as Chi ef  of  I nt ern-

al  Secui xt y necessar i l y had t o uncover as much i nf ormat i on as pos-

si bl e about t he "agi t at ors" i n t he communi t y and act i vel y sf tought 

t o get such i nf ormat i on,  but f r om t he st andpoi nt of  t he evacuees 

such act i vi t y was i ni mi cal  to t he wel f ar e of  t hei r communi t y.  El ber -

son,  because of  hi s out l ook but al so because of  hi s posi t i on,  was 

commi t t ed t o est abl i shi ng a consumer cooperat i ve on t he proj ect 

and had tl ie advant age of  W. R. A.  support i n t hi s progr am,  but at 

l east i n t he i ni t i al  phase of  t he Co- op pr or gam,  El ber son was wor ki ng 
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i n opposi t i on t o t he desi r es of  t he evacuees who wer e suspi ci ous 

of  t he cooper at i ve.  I t  i s f ar f r om cer t ai n t̂ hat t he evacuees,  l ef t 

t o t hemsel ves,  woul d have chosen
 4

t he consumer cooperat i ve as t he 

f or m of  organi zat i on f or t hei r eant eens.  I nf ormat i on known to t he 

admi ni st r at or s was of t en wi t hhel d f r om t he evacuees f or var i ous 

r easons,  and however sound t he r easons,  such wi t hhol di ng was de 

f act o r ecogni t i on of  t he di f f erence bet ween the admi ni st r at or s and 

t he evacuees.  For exampl e,  i n ci r cul at i ng t he "War Rel ocat i on Au-

t hor i t y Tent at i ve Pol i cy St at ement " i n J une 1942,  Fr yer wr ot e i n 

an at t ached memorandum:  "Si nce t he st at ement i s as yet t ent at i ve,  i t s 

ci r cul at i on shoul d pr obabl y be l i mi t ed to empl oyees of  t he War Re-

l ocat i on Aut hor i t y and cooperat i ng agenci es. "1/  Mr .  Fr yer may have 

been more concerned t o keep t he st at ement out of  t he hands of  ant i -

J apanese organi zat i ons on t he out si de t han of  t he evacuees,  and,  as 

f or t he evacuees,  i t  may have been j ust as wel l  t hat t he t ent at i ve 

pol i ci es wer e not wi del y publ i ci zed bef or e t hem.  Never t hel ess,  t hi s 

memo as wel l  as ot her conf i dent i al  and secret cor respondence ci r cu-

l ated anl y among t he W. R. A.  per sonnel  gave a basi s of  di f f erence 

bet ween t he Caucasi ans and evacuees t hat r ef l ect ed i t sel f  i n behavi or .  

Per haps t he best exampl e of  i nf ormat i on wi t hhel d f r om t he evacuees 

f or admi ni st r at i ve reasons was t he i nstance of  t he r ever sal s i n pol i -

cy dur i ng t he eegi st rat i on when,  cont r ar y t o previ ous announcement s 

and much to t he surpr i se of  t he Pr oj ect Di r ect or ,  i t  was l earned f r om 

t he Washi ngt on of f i ce t hat f ai l ure t o r egi st er f or mi l i t ar y servi ce 

was not puni shabl e under t he Sel ect i ve Ser vi ce Act ,  and t hat regi s-

t rat i on f or l eave cl earance was not compul sor y.  So damagi ng t o t he 

prest i ge of  t he admi ni st r at i on wer e t hese rever sal s of  pol i cy t hat 

1/  Memo f r om Fr yer t o Pr oj ect Di r ect or s,  J une 10,  1942.  
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t he f act s wer e not publ i cl y reveal ed even to t he appoi nt ed per sonnel ,  

but most of  t he l at t er wer e qui t e awar e of  t hese new announcement s 

f r om t he Washi ngt on of f i ce.  Fr om t he st andpoi nt of  t he evacuees 

who wer e maki ng ever y ef f or t t o avoi d t he regi st r at i on and who woul d 

have recei ved wi t h j oy t he i nf ormat i on t hat t he maxi mum i mposabl e 
( of  Ni sei  mal es) 

sent ence f or r ef usal / t o regi st er was 90 days under W. R. A.  r egul at i ons 

r at her than #10, 000 or t went y year s i mpr i sonment or bot h under t he 

Sel ect i ve Servi ce Act ,  t hi s was key i nf ormat i on whi ch t hey shoul d 
have 

/ l i ked t o hear .  But t he evacuees wer e not appr i sed of  t he change 

i n pol i cy,  and onl y a f ew Ni sei  cl ose t o t he admi ni st r at i on wer e 

gi ven even a basi s of  suspi ci on t hat such a change of  pol i cy had 

occur r ed.  

I n t he nat ur e of  W. R. A* pol i cy t he i ncl i nat i on was t o mi ni mi ze 

t he di f f er ences bet ween t he evacuees and t he Caucasi an st af f .  On 

Oct ober 2,  1942 a memor andum was ci r cul at ed by Di l l on Myer on t he 

t ermi nol ogy t o use i n ref er r i ng t o t he evacuee r esi dent s of  t he pro-

j ect s.  The summary par agr aph of  t he memor andum caut i ons:  

I n l i eu of  t he mi sl eadi ng,  quest i on- beggi ng,  and emot i on- l aden 
t er ms " J apanese",  " J aps" ,  "camps",  and " i nt er nees",  empl oyees 
of  t he War Rel ocat i on Aut hor i t y shoul d r ef er to t he per sons 
who have been evacuat ed f r om t he West Coast as evacuees,  and 
t o t he pr oj ect s as r el ocat i on cent er s.  Some peopl e have been 
ref er r i ng t o t he evacuees as "col oni st s".  Thi s t erm i s not 
obj ect i onabl e,  but t he t er m "evacuee" seems pr ef er abl e.  Wher e 
t he cont ext makes t he meani ng cl ear ,  t he t er m "resi dent " i s,  
of  cour se,  al so accept abl e. 1/  

And as r egar ds t he use of  evacuees i n execut i ve posi t i ons wi t h-

i n t he admi ni st r at i on,  t he or i gi nal  W. R. A.  pol i cy st at ement s decl ares:  

Except f or cer t ai n speci f i ed posi t i ons,  maxi mum use shoul d be 
made of  evacuees i n f i l l i ng admi ni st r at i ve and execut i ve posl -
f i ons f or whi ch t hey are qual i f i ed,  ( under l i ned i n t he orgi nal ) 2/  

Dur i ng t he f i r st year of  t he Pr oj ect ,  however ,  onl y t wo ev&ouaoc 

1/  Memor andum f r om Myer t o Pr oj ect Di r ect or s,  Oct . - 2,  1942.  

2/  W. R. A.  Tent at i ve Pol i cy St at ement ,  May 29,  1942,  p.  2.  
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posi t i ons,  Heads of  Communi t y Act i vi t i es and of  Ci vi c Or gani zat i on,  

bot h i n t he Communi t y Ser vi ces Di vi si on,  wer e opened t o evacuees.  

Whi l e Har ry Mayeda and Bob Ot a,  t he heads of  t he respect i ve sec-

t i ons hel d admi ni st r at i ve st at us and at t ended t he gener al  st af f  

meet i ngs,  at l east some member s of  t he admi ni st r at i ve st af f  ref used 

t o accept t hem wi t hi n t hei r ci r cl e.  One of  t hose who obj ect ed t o 

gi vi ng admi ni st r at i ve r esponsi bi l i t i es t o evacuees was Mr .  Connor ,  

Chi ef  of  t he Admi ni st r at i ve Management Di vi si on,  wi t h whom Bob Ot a,  

Head of  t he Ci vi c Or gani zat i ons,  came i nto conf l i ct at one t i me.  

Don El ber son was t hen i n charge of  t he Ci f i c Organi zat i on 
� Sect i on.  At t hat t i me El ber son was maki ng speci al  ef f or t s to 

del egat e i ncreasi ng r esponsi bi l i t y f or t he Bl ock Manager s 
organi zat i on t o Bo!) Ot a.  Ot a i n t he cour se of  per f ormi ng hi s 
f unct i ons came i nto conf l i ct wi t h Connor .  He f ound i t  di f f i -
cul t  t o wor k harmoni ousl y wi t h Connor ;  t he l at t er was asser t edl y 
rude and unwi l l i ng t o co- operat e and Ot a came to f eel  t hat 
Connor t reat ed hi m as a per son raci al l y i nf er i or t o hi msel f .  

Lar gel y because of  t he di f f i cul t i es Ot a exper i enced i n 
hi s busi ness rel at i ons wi t h Connor ,  Don El ber son wr ot e a pro-
t est i n hi s mont hl y r epor t on Ci vi c Or gani zat i on f or t he mont h 

* of  Oct ober .  Thi s r epor t was submi t ted t o Mr .  Fl emi ng,  Novem-
ber 6,  1942. 1/  

What ever di f f i cul t i es may ar i se i n t he f unct i oni ng 
of  t he Bl ock Manager s organi zat i on f r om now on,  wi l l  be 
pr i mar i l y at t r i but abl e t o cer t ai n at t i t udes on t he par t of  
cer t ai n members of  t he admi ni st r at i ve st af f .  Si nce t aki ng 
over t hese dut i es,  Mr .  Ot a and ot her s hi gh i n t he Bl ock 
Managers* organi zat i on have f el t  a di st i nct r aci al  ant i -
pat hy on t he par t of  some of  t he mei abers of  t he admi ni s-
t r at i ve st af f . . . . .  
( Foot not e:  1/  At t he suggest i on of  Mr .  Fl emi ng,  Chi ef  of  
Communi t y Ser vi ces Di vi si on,  t hi s par agr aph i n t he mont h-
l y r epor t on Ci vi c Organi zat i on was del et ed. ) 1/  

J ust as t he sol i dar i t y of  evacuee opposi t i on t o t he Caucasi ans 
# 

was f ar f r om bei ng unbr oken,  so,  t oo,  t her e was consi derabl e var i a-

t i on i n t he degree of  ant agoni sm t o t he evacuees on t he par t of  t he 

admi ni st r at i ve st af f .  The di f f erences among t he l at t er concerni ng 

t he cor rect at t i t ude t o mai nt ai n t owar ds the evacuees i s expressed 

in the mutual l y recri mi natory terms evol ved among the appoi nted staff
f  

1/  Bl l l l gmei er Report,  "Admi ni strati ve Di vi si on, " p.  3.  
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whi ch ranged f r om t he so- cal l ed "J ap Lovers" or "soci ol ogi st s" t o 

some of  t he more rabi d ant i - evacuee members who wer e cal l ed "J ap 

Hat er s" by t hei r opponent s.  The "soci ol ogi st s" wer e t hose who l ai d 

st r ess upon t he cul t ur al  and exper i ent i al  background of  t he evacuees,  

cont ended t hat t he communi t y shoul d be permi t t ed to evol ve as f ar 

as r easonabl y possi bl e i n r el at i on to thi s backgr ound,  and f el t  t hat 

admi ni st r at i ve pol i ci es shoul d be cor rel at ed asmuch as possi bl e t o 

t he charact er of  t he peopl e bei ng admi ni st er ed.  The i deas of  t hi s 

gr oup wer e hel d i n cont empt by t hose who xexs bel i eved t hat Caucasi an 

aut hor i t y shoul d be enunci at ed mor e cl ear l y t han was t he pol i cy un-

der t he Shi r r el l  admi ni st r at i on.  The l i beral  member s of  t he admi n-

i st rat i on l ooked upon t hi s at t i t ude as der i vi ng essent i al l y f r om 

f eel i ngs' of  whi t e super i or i t y and accused t he "J ap Hat er s" of  Vi ew-

i ng t he evacuees as a "whi t e man' s burden. " 

The at t i t ude of  t he Caucasi ans t oward t he evacuees was compl i -

cated by the f act t hat t he si t uat i on of f ered the possi bi l i t y of  an-

t agoni sm t owards t he evacuees not onl y on r aci al  grounds but al o  ̂

on pol i t i cal  gr ounds,  of  Amer i cans agai nst t he J apanese.  However ,  

among a cer t ai n cl ass of  t he appoi nt ed per sonnel  t her e were cl ear 

evi dences of  f eel i ngs of  r aci al  super i or i t y.  Mr .  Peck,  f or exampl e,  

was r abi dl y opposed t o t he i nvi t i ng of  evacuees as guest s to t he 

Per sonnel  Mess Hal l ,  and whi l e t her e wer e r easons of  over crowdi ng 

whi ch gave reasonabl e gr ounds f or hi s prot est of  i nvi t i ng out si der s,  

Mr .  Peck' s own admi ssi ons l ef t l i t t l e r oom f or doubt t hat hi s obj ect -

i ons wer e al so based on r aci al  consi der at i ons.  A menber of  t he ad-

mi ni st r at i ve st af f  descr i bed one of  hi s cl ashes wi t h Peck.  

The Br owns had i nvi t ed t he Wat anabes t o di ne at t he per -
sonnel  mess hal l  l ast ni ght .  There wer e f i ve i n t hei r par t y 
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and no t abl es wer e open t o seat t hat many.  Mi ss Smi t h and 
her f at her ,  who wer e si t t i ng at an ot herwi se vacant t abl e,  
of f ered t o move,  but J oe Br own consul t ed t he head wai t r ess f i r st 
t o see i f  ot her ar rangement s coul d be made.  The head wai t r ess 
hersel f  asked t he Smi t hs i f  i t  woul d be al l  r i ght t o change 
t abl es,  and t he l at t er compl i ed wi l l i ngl y.  Peck,  who was seat -
ed at t he next t abl e wi t h a gr oup of  t eacher s kept gl ar i ng at 
Br own al l  t hrough t hi s di scussi on.  Lat er when Brown went t o 
Peck' s t abl e t o speak t o one of  t he t eacher s i n t hat gr oup,  
Peck bur st f or t h wi t h some very r ude comment s about Brown' s 
di scour t esy i n f or ci ng t he Smi t hs to move j ust t o accommodat e 
some evacuees.  Brown kept hi s t emper and poi nt ed out t hat t he 
Smi t hs t hemsel ves had of f ered t o move,  and t hat he ot her wi se 
saw not hi ng wr ong about br i ngi ng evacuees t o di ne t her e si nce 
t her e wer e no ot her pl aces on t he proj ect t o ent er t ai n guest s.  
Peck went on t o i ndi cat e t hat he hi msel f  had come of  a poor 
f ami l y,  t hat he had al ways f el t  t hankf ul  when ot her s di d t hi ngs 
f or hi m and showed hi s gr at i t ude,  but t hat t he evacuees wer e 
t he most ungr at ef ul  l ot of  peopl e i magi nabl e.  Brown i nt erpret -
ed al l  t hi s t o mean t hat Peck "saw red whenever he saw ' J aps'  
comi ng i nto t he admi ni st r at i on mess hal l " t o eat on t he same 
l evel  wi t h t he Caucasi an st af f .  I n Peck' s mi nd t he J apanese 
are al l  r i ght as l ong as t hey keep t hei r pl ace. 1/  

Whi l e cl ear - cut i nst ances of  a di scr i mi nat ory at t i t ude on t he 

par t of  t he Caucasi an per sonnel  occur red onl y wi t h i nf r equence,  t he 

evacuees who wer e sensi t i ve to at t i t udes of  super i or i t y on the par t 

of  t he Caucasi ans wer e di st i nct l y aware of  t hose member s of  t he 

appoi nt ed per sonnel  i ncl i ned t owards a di f f erent i al  t r eat ment of  t he 

evacuees.  A Ni sei  who had f ormed no previ ous j udgement of  Ant hony 

O' Br i en repor t ed the f ol l owi ng i mpressi ons af t er hi s f i r st encoun-

t er when he was seeki ng l egal  advi ce f r om t he Pr oj ect At t or ney.  

I  t al ked t o O' Br i en about i t  and had a t hor oughl y di s-
gust i ng t i me.  He was a bast ard of  t he f i r st or der and I  t ook 
an i mmedi at e di sl i ke to hi m.  He t reat ed me as i f  I  wer e a sl ave 
of  some ki nd and kept bl owi ng ci gar smoke i nto my f ace.  He 
woul dn' t even apol ogi ze when he acci dent al l y ki cked my shoe and 
I  f el t  l i ke hi t t i ng hi m.  Fi nal l y,  he f l i cked t he ashes of f  
hi s ci gar and t ol d me t o speak t o one of  hi s assi st ant s. 2/  

I t  was sai d t hat t he wi ves of  t he appoi nt ed st af f  wer e of t en 

even mor e prej udi ced than t hei r husbands,  and whi l e t hei r cont act s 

wi t h t he evacuees wer e rat her i nf r equent ,  st or i es about some of  t hem 

we re cur rent by whi ch t he evacuees det ermi ned who wer e t hei r f r i ends 

1/ Mi yamot o Not es,  Nov.  17,  1942.  

8/  Shi but ani  J our nal ,  Feb.  11,  1943.  
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and who t hei r enemi es.  A Ni sei  gi r l  r el at ed an i nci dent whi ch she 

chanced to over hear at t he pr oj ect beaut y shop when a Caucasi an woman 

request ed speci al  servi ce f r om t he Ni sei  oper at or s.  

Whi l e I  was si t t i ng under t he hai r dr yer ,  a Caucasi an wo-
man wal ked i nto t he shop t hi s eveni ng and,  i n an overbear i ng 
manner ,  asked t hat she had hor have her hai r done.  The gi r l s 
poi nt ed out t hat i t  was al most cl osi ng t i me ( the shop cl osed 
at 8: 00 p. m. ) and i t  was i mpossi bl e t o st ar t t he work at t hat 
l at e hour .  The woman t her eupon demanded t hat a speci al  case 
be made of  her r equest si nce she had to l eave f or Washi ngt on,  
D. C.  t he next day,  and she coul dn' t have her har i  f i xed bef or e 
l eavi ng unl ess t hey woul d do i t  f or her .  I  t hi nk t he gi r l s 
woul d have done i t  f or her i f  she had made her r equest i n a 
ci vi l  manner ,  but i t  was t he way she demanded t he servi ce t hat 
got t hei r ' goat ' .  The gi r l s absol ut el y r ef used t o do anyt hi ng 
t hat eveni ng,  and t hey even gave her a rat her awkwar d hour 
t he next day j ust out of  spi t e.  The ot her woman was red i n 
t he f ace,  and you coul d see she was qui t e angr y,  but she coul d-
n' t  do anyt hi ng about i t  so she went out wi t h t he appoi nt ment 
she had had t o accept .  I ' m surpr i sed t hey di d i t  f or her at 
al l .  The gi r l s wer e mad.  They sai d she had no busi ness t ryi ng 
t o get her hai r done t here anyhow at t he r educed rat e t he shop 
of f er s f or t he benef i t  of  t he evacuees.  Why di dn' t she go t o 
Tul el ake,  or Kl amat h Fal l s,  t hey want ed t o know. l /  

I nci dent s of  t hi s nat ur e,  of  cour se,  do not pr ove t hat t he i n-

di vi dual s wsz concerned wer e necessar i l y prej udi ced f or t hey may ha*e 

ref l ect ed onl y a general  t hought l essness on t he par t of  t he i ndi v-

i dual s,  but t he evacuees i nt erpret ed such behavi or as prej udi ced 

and of ten accumul at ed ot her i nf ormat i on about such i ndi vi dual s t o 

suppor t t hei r cont ent i on.  I n t he case of  te.  O' Br i en,  f or i nst ance,  

t here wer e ot her st or i es t ol d of  hi m to i ndi cat e hi s unsympat het i c 

at t i t ude t owards t he evacuees.  

The basi cal l y l i beral  pol i cy of  t he Yl . R. A.  precul ded the gat her -

i ng of  any l arge number of  t he appoi nt ed per sonnel  host i l e t o t he 

evacuees;  sel ect i on of  t he per sonnel ,  f or one t hi ng,  was i n par t 

�based on a pol i cy of  excl udi ng t hose evi denci ng at t i t udes of  r aci al  

bi got r y,  never t hel ess,  a cer t ai n number of  per sons predi sposed t o-

1/  Mi yamot o Not es,  Nov.  10,  1943 
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war ds f eel i ngs of  whi t e super i or i t y wer e represent ed among t he per -

sonnel ,  and as t he prot est act i vi t i es and t he ant i - admi ni st rat i on 

demonst rat i ons of  t he evacuees i ncreased,  t her e was coneomi t t ant l y 

an i ncrease of  t hose ant agoni st i c to t he evacuees,  whose poi nt of  

vi ew di d not gr eat l y di f f er f r om t hat of  t he per si st ent "J ap Hat er s. " 

The peak of  Caucasi an ant agoni sm to t he evacuees was reached dur i ng 

t he regi st r at i on cr i si s.  Dur i ng and f ol l owi ng t hi s cr i t i cal  per i od,  

t he prest i ge of  t he "soci ol ogi st s"- among t he admi ni st r at or s st eadi l y 

decl i ned,  and t hose demandi ng a great er exerci ze of  W. R. A.  aut hor i t y 

and di sci pl i ne over t he evacuees i ncreasi ngl y domi nat ed t he proj ect 

pol i cy.  Much of  t he di f f i cul t i es of  t he Tul e Lake Pr oj ect ,  whi ch 

by t hen became known as t he wor st W. R. A.  r el ocat i on cent er ,  wer e 

at t r i but ed to t he ear l i er domi nat i on of  t he pol i ci es f avored by the 

"J ap Lover s" .  The i nt ensi t y of  t he ant agoni sm agai nst t he l at t er 

may be j udged f r om t he f aot t hat Dr .  J acoby,  one of  t he chi ef  ob-

j ect s of  r i di cul e f or hi s f ai l ure t o exer t great er di sci pl i nary 

measur es upon t he evacuees,  submi t t ed hi s resi gnat i on i n Apr i l  1943 

as Chi ef  of  I nt er nal  Secur i t y.  
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B.  THE GENERATI ONAL STRUCTURE:  I SSEI ,  KI BEI ,  AND NI SEI  

Di f f er ent i al  Charact er i st i cs 

For t he sake of  cl ar i t y,  t he l i t er äl  t r ansl at i ons of  t he J a-

panese t er ms f or t he gener at i onal  gr oups i s agai n of f er ed.  

Cl assi f i cat ory Ter m Meani ng 

I ssei  . . . ( Li t . )  Fi r st Gener at i on;  t he i m-
mi gr ant J apanese bor n i n J apan.  

Ni sei  . . . . . . . ( Li t . )  Second Gener at i on;  born 
i n t he Uni t ed St at es,  ci t i zens of  
t hi s count r y,  and educat ed and 
rai sed her e.  An al t er nat i ve t er m 
i s J un- Ni sei ,  "pur e Ni sei " ,  t o di s-
t i ngui sh f r om Ki bei - Ni sei .  

Sansei  ( Li t . )  Thi rd Gener at i on;  born i n 
Amer i ca t o Ni sei  par ent s.  At pres-
ent an i nsi gni f i cant gr oup.  

Ki bei  ( Li t . )  Ret urned t o Amer i ca;  born 
i n t he Uni t ed St at es,  ci t i zens of  
t he U. S. ,  but l i ved i n J apan and 
agai n ret urned t o t hi s count r y.  
Abbr evi at ed f rom Ki bei - Ni sei .  

I ssei - han. . . . . . . . . . . . . ( Li t . )  Hal f  Fi r st - Gener at i on;  I n-
f r equent l y used r ef er ence to t he 
younger I ssei  who mi x r eadi l y wi t h 
ei t her t he I ssei  or Ni sei .  

These t erms are not l ogi cal l y excl usi ve as are such def i ni t i ve 

t er ms as Amer i can- bor n J apanese or J apan- born J apanese,  f or t hese 

cl assi f i cat i ons are soci al  concept i ons r at her t han st r i ct l y l ogi cal  

or l egal .  For exampl e,  t here ar e a cer tai n number of  per sons who 

wer e born i n J apan but mi grat ed wi t h t hei r par ent s t o t hi s count ry 

dur i ng t hei r i nf ancy or ear l y chi l dhood t o r ecei ve an Amer i can edu-

cat i on and t r ai ni ng.  Whi l e t hese per sons are I mmi grant J apanese of  

t he f i r st gener at i on,  t hat i s,  an I ssei ,  f r om t he l egal  st andpoi nt ,  
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t hey are general l y cl assed among t he Ni sei  soci al l y because t hey 

are i ndi st i ngui shabl e f r om t he l at t er I n per sonal i t y and backgr ound,  

except f or t hei r i nel i gi bi l i t y f or ci t i zenshi p.  The gr eat est di f -

f i cul t y has been encount ered i n f i ndi ng a wor ki ng def i ni t i on of  

t he Ki bei ,  f or al t hough t he l i t er al  meani ng of  t he t erm excl udes 

f r om t hi s cl ass al l  Ni sei  who have not l i ved i n J apan,  because of  

t he wi de di f f er ences i n i nf l uence of  J apanese cul t ure upon t he Ni sei  

who have been to J apan,  t here has been much cont roversy as t o how 

l ong and what condi t i ons of  l i vel i hood i n J apan a Ni sei  had t o un-

dergo bef ore he became cl assed wi t h t he Ki bei .  I f  t he mar gi nal  

cases are det asi de,  however ,  t her e i s consi derabl e agr eement among 

t he evacuees as t o who are t he I ssei ,  Ni sei ,  and Ki bei .  

Excl udi ng t he compl i cat i ons of  def i ni ng t he Ki bei ,  t he evacuees 
especi al l y 

t hemsel ves are/ j f oi xi x cl ear about i dent i f yi ng t he I ssei  f r om t he 

Ktksri x Ni sei .  The popul at i on pyrami d of  t he evacuee popul at i on at 

Tul e Lake pr esent s a bi - modal  age di st r i but i on i n whi ch t he f orei gn-

born J apanese ar e rat her cl ear l y separated i n one modal  gr oup f r om 

t he nat i ve- born J apanese ( Ni sei ) .  Roughl y speaki ng,  t he pi ct ur e 

present ed i s t hat of  t he I ssei  pyrami d bal anced on the apex of  the 

Ni sei  pyr ami d.  Thi s abnormal  age di st r i but i on of  t he evacuee popu-

l at i on,  of  cour se,  resul t ed f r om t he excl usi on of  J apanese i mmi grant s l ed to 

f ol l owi ng t he passage of  t he I mmi grat i on Act of  1924,  and/ t he f ur -

t her consequence that t he l ower age gr oups of  i mmi grant J apanese 

wer e no l onger r epl aced,  but t hat t he r epl acement came whol l y f r om 

t hei r of f spr i ngs born i n t hi s count r y.  I t  i s saf e t o general i ze 

t hat t he bul k of  I ssei  ar e over f or t y- f i ve year s ol d wher eas t he 

number of  Ni sei  over t hat age i s yet t er y smal l ;  on t he ot her hand,  
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t he vast maj or i t y,  of  Ni sei  ar e st i l l  under - t̂  ̂ t hi r t y and the 

number of  I ssei  bel ow that age i s of  cour se ver y smal l .  The f act or 

of  age al one has separat ed t hese t wo groups and has t hrown t hem 

l argel y i nto two separat e age cl asses.  

Popul ar recogni t i on of  t he age separat i on of  t he t wo genera-

t i on  ̂ has been gi ven by t he pract i ce of  ref er r i ng t o t he I ssei  as 

t he "ol der peopl e" and t he Ni sei  as t he "young peopl e".  Some i n-

t erest i ng exampl es of  t hese usages appeared dur i ng t he Co- op Board 

* " 

of  Di r ect or s'  di scussi on of  whet her or not t o permi t a cer t ai n haber -

dashery st ore i n Kl amat h Fal l s to est abl i sh a branch shop on t he 

pr oj ect .  A buyer f or t he pr oj ect cant eens r emarked,  "The younger 

peopl e are demandi ng bet t er t hi ngs because t hei r ol d cl ot hes ar e 

begi nni ng t o wear out . " And at yet anot her di scussi on of  t he same 

t opi c;  

I keda:  "We shoul d di scuss whet her such a shop i s necessary; . " 

Chr . :  " I s such a st ore necessary?" 

I keda:  " I  t hi nk t he ol der gr oup i s opposed t o such a shop. " 
Sat o:  "Peopl e can buy t hrough the mai l - or der .  Publ i c opi ni on 

may be agai nst t hi s. " 
I keda:  "The younger peopl e may be f or t hi s.  Thi s i s a quest i on-

abl e mat t er . " 

Sawada:  " I  t hi nk t he young peopl e want t hi ngs l i ke spor t shi r t s. " 

Taket a:  "I f  i t *s cl ear t hat t he young peopl e want t hese goods,  
t hen perhaps we shoul d gi ve t hem t hi s ser vi ce.  But i f  
we are goi ng t o creat e t he demand,  we have t o quest i on 
t he wi sdom of  t hi s move. . . . "1/  

The r ef er ences to t he "ol der peopl e" and t he "younger peopl e" 

i n t hese st at ement s are i nt erchangeabl e wi t h t he wor ds,  "I ssei " and 

"Ni sei " .  Mor eover ,  t he suggest i on,  "Publ i c opi ni on may be agai nst 

t hi s, " r ef l ect s t he gener al  r ecogni t i on t hat publ i c opi ni on was l arge-

1/  Sakoda J our nal ,  J an.  8,  1943.  -
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l y i nf l uenced by I ssei  opi ni on.  I t  i s t o be expect ed t hat i n a smal l  

communi t y of  t hi s ki nd t he young peopl e woul d be mor e i nt erest ed i n 

a haberdashery shop thai i  t he ol der peopl e,  and i t  i s concei vabl e t hat 

had t her e been young I ssei  t hey woul d have been equal l y as i nt erest ed 

as t he Ni sei .  But wi t h t he gi ven age st ruct ure,  t he I ssei  and Ni sei  

t ended to uphol d t he opposi t e vi ews on quest i ons of  t hi s nat ur e.  

Ni sei  wi t h t he I ssei ,  t he f ormer have f ound def i ni t e di sadvant ages 

i n bei ng of  a younger age gr oup.  The I ssei  i nvoke
1

t he aut hor i t y 
r 

der i vi ng f r om t hei r ol der age and l onger exper i ence,  and ei t her by 

expressed demands or by unverbal i zed gest ures i ndi cated t hei r r4ght 

t o r espect f r om t he younger gener at i on.  The conf l i ct i n t hi s rel a-

t i onshi p has l argel y der i ved f r om t he adherence of  t he I ssei  t o t he 

J apanese emphasi s upon t he pat r i ar chal  syst em ,  t he r i ght of  t he 

mal e heads of  t he f ami l y t o di ct at e i n l ar ge par t t he conduct of  

t he ot her member s,  par t i cul ar l y of  t he chi l dr en,  and i tecfc t he Ni sei ' s 

r esi st ance to t hi s t ype of  cont r ol .  

The poi nt of  f r i ct i on,  however ,  i s not i n t he age di f f erence 

per se,  of  cour se,  but i n t he di f f erence of  i nt erest s ±k bet ween t he 

two gener at i onal  groups ar i si ng out of  t hei r di f f erences of  exper i -

ence and cul t ur al  backgr ound.  I n t he soci al  sphere t hi s di f f erence 

was so marked t hat i t  was a commonpl ace t hat t he I ssei  and Ni sei  

shoul d l ar gel y pursue t wo di f f erent cour ses of  act i vi t i es.  I n or der 

to sat i sf y t he separat e needs of  t hese gr oups,  t he recreat i on depar t -

ment was di vi ded i nto t he I ssei  and Ni sei  staf f  each present i ng sepa-

rat e pr ogr ams of  J apanese or of  Amer i can ent er t ai nment .  The l ar ge 

scal e var i et y programs per f ormed at t he out door st age wer e l i kel y t o 
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draw bot h an I ssei  and Ni sei  audi ence whet her t hey emphasi zed J a-

panese or Amer i can ent er t ai nment ,  but even i n t hese i nst ances t here 

was an appreci abl e di f f erence i n t he propor t i ons of  the I ssei  and 

Ni sei  dependi ng upon whet her t he pr ogr am wer e J apanese or Amer i can.  

But t here wer e cer t ai n t ypes of  r ecreat i onal  act i vi t y i n whi ch the 

r el at i ve absence of  one gener at i onal  group of  t he ot her coul d be 

vi r t ual l y assur ed.  For i nst ance,  such event s as t he "Li t t l e Thea-

ter" and t he "Caf e I nt ernat i onal e Cabaret " wer e pr i mar i l y poi nt ed 

t owar ds Ni sei  i nt er est ,  whi l e such an event as a "Goh" t ournament 

was l i kel y to at t r act l i t t l e i nt erest among t he Ni sei .  I t  was rare 

t o f i nd I ssei  at t he weekl y r ecor d concer t of  cl assi cal  west er n musi c 

but t he Ni sei  had an equal  abhor r ence of  r ecords of  t r adi t i onal  

J apanese musi c.  I f  t he I ssei  at t ended t he Ni sei  soci al  dances,  i t  

was onl y to chaper one st r i ct l y f r om the si de- l i ne,  and i t  was un-

heard of  t hat t he I ssei  shoul d par t i ci pat e i n t he Amer i can f or m of  

danoi ng have soci al  gat her i ngs of  t hei r own to par t i ci pat e i n t he 

Amer i can f or m of  danci ng.  Sakoda r epor t s an i nt erest i ng i nst ance 

of  t he di f f i cul t i es of  provi di ng r ecr eat i onal  ent er t ai nment f or a 

mi xed par t y of  I ssei  and Ni sei . when a f arewel l  par t y f or Mr .  Kendal l  

Smi t h was hel d by Co- op of f i ci al s and cant een empl oyees.  

The f i r st par t of  t he eveni ng was occupi ed wi t h danci ng,  
whi ch was bei ng done most l y by t he younger canteen empl oyees.  

t hey coul d do not hi ng but wat ch the dance.  At about 9: 00 p. m.  
ent er t ai nment s wer e pr esent ed.  They wer e most l y vocal  sel ec-
t i ons.  One I ssei  man rendered a Shi gi n,  and he di d i t  rat her 
awkwardl y and because i t  was t oo drawn- out t he young peopl e 
began to sni cker .  I n bet ween one ver se one f el l ow st ar t ed to 
cl ap j ust to t ry to get hi m t o qui t . l /  

1/  Sakoda J our nal ,  Dec.  16,  1942 / 
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Not hi ng has cont r i but ed i aore t owar ds mai nt ai ni ng t he separat i on 

of  t he I ssei  f r om t he Ni sei  t han t he l anguage bar r i er .  When t he 

t wo groups associ at e,  t he l anguage used i s general l y J apanese,  wi t h 

perhaps a l i ber al  mi xt ur e ,of  common Engl i sh wor ds,  but f ew Ni sei  are 

abl e t o converse comf or t abl y and i nt erest i ngl y i n J apanese.  More-

over ,  t he l anguage di f f erence has cont r i but ed t o a di f f erence i n 

the ki nds of  mat er i al s r ead and t he resul t i ng t hought s suggest ed.  

The necessi t y f or a J apanese sect i on of  t he Tul ean Di spat ch,  and 

t he usual  r equest f or toes i nt erpret ers at meet i ngs of  t he admi ni s-

t rat i on and t he I ssei  at t est t o t he ext reme di f f i cul t i es of  com-  ,  

muni cat i on rel ated t o t he l anguage bar r i er .  When t he Ni sei  used 

J apanese i n t al ki ng to t he I ssei ,  i t  was l i kel y to sound 

chi l di sh i n i t s vocabul ary and the turn of  t he phr ases,  or ,  i n t he 

rel at i on of  a Ni sei  f el l ow wi t h an I ssei  man,  t he f ormer woul d af -

f ect a crude and rough f or m of  J apanese to st ress mascul i ni t y.  

The posi t i on of  t he Ki bei  has been di f f erent f r om ei t her t he 

I ssei  or t he Ki bei .  As pr evi sou ŷ ment i oned many Ki bei  ar e di f -

f i cul t  t o di f f erent i at e f r om t he Ni sei  because t hei r i dent i t y i s 

pr i nci pal l y wi t h t he Ni sei .  For st at i st i cal  pur poses,  i t  i s pos-y

 t hr ee or mor e 

si bl e t o est abl i sh a cat egor i cal  def i ni t i on such as/ t±xx year s/ of  

educat i on i n J apan dur i ng the f ormat i ve year s,  but i t  shoul d be 

evi dent t hat def i ni t i ons of  t hi s ki nd are subj ect t o er rors due to 

t he var i at i ons i n i nf l uence of  J apanese cul t ure upon t he i ndi vi dual  

persons i nvol ved.  I n each bl ock,  however ,  i t  was possi bl e to i den-

t i f y t hose i ndi vi dual s who bel onged t o t he Ki bei  gr oups,  whose as-

soci at i on wer e much mor e wi t h ot her Ki bei  t han wi t h ei t her t he Ni sei  

> 
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or t he I ssei .  The background of  such associ at i on at t he proj ect 

i s suggested i n t he f ol l owi ng account of  t he exper i ences of  a young 

Ki bei  of  hi s school  year s i n Amer i ca pr i or t o evacuat i on.  

I  came to t hi s count ry when I  was f our t een year s ol d. . . .  
I  went t o t he f orei gn l anguage cl ass at J ohn Adams Grammar 
School  and wor ked as a school  boy t o pay my way.  When I  f i n-
i shed grammar school  and was r eady to ent er hi gh school ,  al l  
my f r i ends want ed me to ent er Washi ngt on Hi gh,  but I  f el t  t hat 
si nce I  had come al l  t he way t o t hi s count ry t o get an Amer i -
can educat i on,  I  f el t  t hat I  coul d get most out of  i t  i f  I  
mi xed wi t h Caucasi an Amer i cans,  so I  purposel y avoi ded goi ng t o 
Washi ngt on Hi gh wher e al l  my Ki bei  f r i ends wer e at t end-
i ng. ! /  

Sakoda gi ves t he account of  one Ki bei ' s eval uat i on of  the 

Ki bei  backgr ound,  whi ch al so reveal s some of  the f act or s whi ch 

hade drawn t hem t oget her i n a gr oup.  

When t hey came to Amer i ca t hey f ound t hat t hey coul d not 
get al ong wel l  wi t h t hei r f ami l i es.  For one t hi ng,  some of  
t hem wer e t he ol dest i n t he f ami l y and expect ed t o be t reat ed 
as such by t hei r br ot her s and si st er s,  but t hey di d not re-
cei ve the r espect t hey f el t  t hey deser ved.  They di d not l i ke 
t he i dea t hat t hey had t o hel p t hei r parent s and obey t hem 
when t hey wer e at home.  Consequent l y i nany of  t hem rai l  away 
f r om home several  t i mes,  and f i nal l y l i ved apar t f r om t hei r 
par ent s.  Hi t r f at hor ,  s Wi t h t he Ni sei s t hey di d not get al ong 
ei t her .  They f el t  t hat Ni sei s wer e rat her chi l di sh i n t hei r 
t hought .  The f act t hat most of  t he Ki bei s wer e ol der t han t he 
Ni sei s t hey came i n cont act wi t h at school  was a f act or i n 
t hi s r egar d.  Concerni ng such act s as smoki ng or vi si t i ng 
pr ost i t ut es occasi onal l y,  t hey f el t  t hat Ni sei s wer e xatf cKZ 
very i nnocent ,  and t hey consi dered t hemsel ves mor e adul t f or 
i ndul gi ng i n t hem.  The f act t hat many of  t he Ki bei  boys l i v-
ed apar t f r om t hei r parent s made i t  easy f or t hem to i ndul ge i n 
such act i vi t i es. 2/  

The Ki bei  are a gr oup wi t h r easons f or r esent ment agai nst bot h 

the I ssei  and t he Ni sei ,  f or on t he whol e t hey wer e poor l y regarded 

and badl y t reated i n t he year s bef or e t he war .  I n many i nst ances,  

t he or i gi nal  reason f or sendi ng t he Ni sei  chi l dren to J apan,  general -

l y t o be cared f or by f ami l y r el at i ves,  was t o per mi t t he par ent s 

great er f r eedom i n t hei r money- maki ng act i vi t i es,  and there are cases 

1/  Mi yamot o Not es,  Feb.  23,  1943 

2/  Sakoda J our nal ,  Apr i l  7,  1943 
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i n whi ch Ki bei  grown to adul t hood have expressed resent ment of  

t hei r parent s f or f ai l i ng to care f or t hem i n t hei r chi l dhood.  

Not onl y have t he Ki bei  f r equent l y exper i enced unhappy ci r cumst ances 

i n Amer i ca,  but t hei r l i f e i n J apan was of t en unsat i sf act ory because 
compl et e 

of  t hei r i nabi l i t y t o gai n/ accept ance i nto J apanese soci et y.  The 

newspaper s of  J apan have i ndi cated by t hei r occasi onal  ar t i cl es on 

t he Ni sei  ret urned f r om Amer i ca t hat t hi s gr oup,  t he Ki bei  i n our 

t ermi nol ogy,  wer e l ooked upon as i n some measur e a pr obl em.  Per haps 

t he most ser i ous handi cap of  t he Ki bei  has been hi s bi - cul t ur al  

backgr ound,  i n whi ch hi s assi mi l at i on i nto ei t her the J apanese or 

Amer i can cul t ure has been i ncompl et e.  Some of  t he most handi cap-

ped cases are t o be f ound among t hose who recei ved some Amer i can 

school i ng bef ore bei ng sent to J apan wher e,  as a r esul t ,  t hey f ound 

t hemsel ves cl assed wi t h younger chi l dren because of  t hei r r et arded 

J apanese educat i on;  but when t hese i ndi vi dual s wer e agai n r et urned 

t o Amer i ca,  t hey wer e retarded as compared to t hose who r emai ned 

i n t hi s count ry and wer e educat ed wi t hi n one cul t ural  syst em.  The 

gr eat est di f f i cul t y of  t he Ki bei  as a resul t of  t hi s spl i t t i ng of  

t hei r background of  school i ng has not been i n courses l i ke t hose of  

t he sci ences wher e ment al  mat ur i t y gi ves mat er i al  advant age i n 

under st andi ng,  but t hei r pr obl em has rest ed pr i mar i l y i n l i ngui st i c 

handi caps of  abeotofri ng t he di f f i cul t  J apanese l anguage and of  ietiarn 

l ear ni ng or r e- l earni ng the Engl i sh l anguage upon t hei r r et urn t o 

t hi s count r y.  The handi caps r esul t i ng f r om l i ngui st i c shor t comi ngs 

par t i cul ar l y emphasi zed by t he r el at i ve success i n adj ust ment s 

of  t hose Ni sei  who gai ned a sol i d f oundat i on i n Engl i sh as wel l  as 

an el ement ary knowl edge of  J apanese bef ore goi ng to J apan;  t hat i s,  
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Those who compl et ed as much as hi gh school  educat i on i n Amer i ca be-

f ore goi ng t o J apan,  and wer e abl e t o cont ent rat e on t he st udy of  

J apanese si nce t hei r f undament al  school i ng i n ot her subj ect s wer e 

al r eady behi nd t hem.  For t hose whose l anguage t rai ni ng was ent i r el y 

i n J apanese,  however ,  t hei r si t uat i on was comparabl e t o t hat of  al l  

t he ear l i er i mmi gr ant J apanese who l acked el ement ary f ami l i ar i t y 

wi t h Engl i sh and who t heref ore had t o st ruggl e wi t h t he vocabul ar y 

and synt ax of  an ent i r el y di ssi mi l ar l anguage.  

The unf or t unat e consequences of  t hi s l anguage handi cap i n t he 

dase of  l arge number s of  Ki bei  has been t hat t hei r or i gi nal  ambi -
an 

t i on of  acqui r i ng / advanced Amer i can educat i on and t rai ni ng has been 

qui ckl y dul l ed i n many i nst ances,  and has l ed t o deci ded di sadvan-

t ages i n seeki ng economi c oppor t uni t i es.  The same Ki bei  quot ed 

above remarked concerni ng t he di f f i cul t i es and di scouragement of  

t he Ki bei  i n acqui r i ng an Amer i can t r ai ni ng.  

I n Seat t l e about 45 or 50 J apanese wer e l earni ng Engl i sh 
i n a school  f or f orei gners at t ached to a gr ammar school .  The 
cour se t ook about t wo year s t o compl et e. . . . .  t he maj or i t y of  
t he st udent s wer e J apanese wi t h about equal  number s of  bot h 
sexes. . . .  The st udent s st udi ed very har d,  and wer e i nfeent upon 
compl et i ng col l ege i n order t o go back t o J apan t o get a de-
cent j ob.  One st udent bought a di ct i onary and st ar t ed t o memor -
i ze i t  page by page,  t ear i ng out each page as he compl et ed 
memor i zi ng i t .  What i r r i t ated Tom and the ot her st udent s t he 
most was t he f act t hat t he mat er i al  t hey had t o l earn was 
chi l di sh.  They wer e gi ven Amer i can hi st or y,  f or i nst ance,  whi ch 
consi st ed of  an ol d book f i l l ed wi t h anecdot es about t he Bos-
t on Tea Par t y or Paul  Rever e.  The mat er i al  seemed so f ool i sh 
t o t hem.  Al so,  si nce t her e wer e a great number of  Ki bei s i n 
t he cl ass,  t hey t al ked among t hemsel ves i n J apanese,  and con-
sequent l y wer e not abl e to l ea r̂ n to speak Engl i sh.  Tom 
t hought i t  woul d have been much bet t er i f  t hey had got t en j obs 
as school  boys i n a Caucasi an home and l earned t o speak wel l  f i rst 
Ther e wer e f i nanci al  di f f i cul t i es f or some,  t oo,  si nce many of  
t he boys wer e pnnposel y l i vi ng away f r om home.  Ot her s wer e 
sendi ng money back t o r el at i ves i n J apan.  I t  was a f ul l  t i me 
school .  Most of  t he st udent s,  however ,  succeeded i n gr aduat -
i ng t he cl ass.  
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Tom and t wo or t hree st udent s next went to a gr ammar school  
si nce t hey f el t  t hat t hey di d not l earn suf f i ci ent f undament al  
Engl i sh,  They pur posel y chose school s wher e *her e wer e no 
J apanese,  even goi ng f i ve or si x mi l es to do so.  Her e agai n 
t he mat er i al  t hey had t o l earn was ver y chi l di sh,  but t hey 
wer e abl e to l earn more Engl i sh.  Tom at t ended a grammar school  
f or one- and- a- hal f  year s.  The ot her s had gone on t o hi gh 
school  enter i ng as f r eshmen.  They f el t  t hat Tom was wast i ng 
hi s t i me,  but as i t  t urned out ,  aany of  t he st udent s wer e 
st i l l  i n f reshmeri bl asses when Tom entered hi gh school .  He had 
di f f i cul t y i n Engl i sh composi t i on,  but ot her wi se he was abl e 
to go st rai ght t hrough hi gh school  wi t hout any t r oubl e.  Many 
of  t he ot her st udent s f ound t hat t hey coul d not pass some of  
t he cour ses,  especi al l y Engl i sh cour ses,  and wer e t hus hel d 
back.  By t he end of  t he Freshman year many began to drop out .  
Onl y a bare handf ul  f i ni shed hi gh school ,  and most of  t hem went 
on t o col l ege and compl et ed t hat .  Ther e wer e onl y f our out 
of  t he or i gi nal  gr oup of  about f or t y- f i ve who compl et ed col -
l ege whi ch had been t he goal  of  t he v/hol e gr oup.  They wer e 
not l acki ng i n abi l i t y si nce Tom bel i eves t hat most of  t hem 
coul d have done col l ege wor k i f  t hey had been abl e t o hurdl e 
t he l anguage handi cap.  The l at t er seems t o have been t hei r 
mai n source of  di scour agement .  They t r i ed very hard, . but di d 
advance appr eci abl y.  i Uxi a Anot her handi cap was t hat many of  
t hem had t o wor k whi l e at t endi ng school .  Some wor ked i n rest au-
r ant s,  ot hers i n homes.  Those who l i ved at home had- t o hel p 
t hei r par ent s,  somet hi ng t hey di sl i ked ver y much.  St udent s i n 
J apan wer e not i n t he habi t of  wor ki ng even dur i ng vacat i ons.  
Others" al so had f i nanci al  obl i gat i ons,  such as sendi ng money 
t o r el at i ves i n J apan.  Thus,  t here was an i ncl i nat i on t o gi ve 
up t ryi ng to get an educat i on and take to money maki ng.  They 
seem to have been gr i pped by i mpat i ence because t hey di d not 
mfeke as much pr ogr ess i n school  as desi r ed.  Si nce t hei r or i -
gi nal  i nt ent i on i n comi ng t o Amer i ca was t o get a good educa-
t i on over her e,  t hei r pl ans wer e al l  dest r oyed.  They coul d 
not even l ook f orward t o goi ng back t o J apan t o get a decent 
j ob.  

Af t er l eavi ng school  many of  t he Ki bei s l ef t af or Cal i -
f orni a wher e t her e wer e more j obs among t he J apanese.  Many 
went i nto t he produce busi ness,  f i r st as wor ker s,  some wor ki ng 
up t o posi t i ons of  manager s.  Ot her s remai ned i n Seat t l e,  and 
a f ew wor ked i n a gr eenhouse.  Some wor ked i n st ores or operat -
ed t hem t hemsel ves.  A f ew went i nto Mi t sui  and Mi tsubi shi . ! . /  

Thei r soci al  adj ust ment s,  t oo,  had def i ni t e l i mi t at i ons.  They 

were not accept ed among t he Ni sei  because of  t hei r di f f erences of  

per sonal i t y and l anguage;  t hey di d not mi x readi l y wi t h t he I ssei  

because of  age di f f erences and conf l i ct s wi t h t he parent gener at i on.  

a,/  Sakoda J our nal ,  Apr i l  7,  1943.  
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They had t hei r own Ki bei  cl ubs and associ at ed much among t hemsel ves.  

On t he whol e,  bot h t he I ssei  and Ni sei  wer e cr i t i cal  of  the,  Ki bei .  

The I ssei  t hought wel l  of  t he Ki bei ' s knowl edge of  J apanese and hi s 

under st andi ng of  J apanese cul t ure,  by cont rast wi t h t he Ni sei  who 

wer e consi dered i gnorant i n t hese r espect s,  but t her e al so was a 

common opi ni on t hat t he Ki bei  wer e an er rat i c and unr ul y gr oup.  

The Ni sei  f i ndi ng l i t t l e i n common wi t h t he Ki bei  t ended t o i gnore 

t he gr oup,  and i n t he ci r cumst ances of  poorer r el at i onshi ps,  wer e 

del i berat el y ant agoni st i c t o t hem.  A Ni sei  says of  one of  t hese 

ant agoni st i c si t uat i ons bef or e t he war .  

There wer e a l ot of  Ki bei  wor ki ng as f ar m hands i n t he 
Sacrament o and San J oaqui n Val l eys bef or e t he war .  I  don' t 
know why i t  was but t he Ni sei  di dn' t l i ke t he Ki bei ,  and the 
Ki bei  di dn' t l i ke t he Ni sei .  Ever y now and t hen t here woul d 
be a gang f i ght bet ween t hem on weekends when t he f ar m wor ker s 
came i nto t own.  Some Ni sei  woul d get t he i dea t hat t hey di dn' t 
l i ke t he Ki bei  so when t hey' d spot a group of  Ki bei  boys t hey' d 
gang up on t hem and beat t he t ar out of  t hem.  Lot s of  t i mes 
I  t hi nk t he Ni sei  beat up the Ki bei  j ust f or t he hel l  of  i t .  
I  can' t bl ame t he Ki bei  f or hat i ng t he Ni sei  t he way t hey' ve 
been t r eat ed i n t he past . l /  

At t he Tul e Lake Pr oj ect ,  t he rel at i onshi p of  t he Ki bei  wi t h 

t he I ssei  and Ni sei  was much as i t  was bef or e t he war .  To be sur e,  

t here wer e sever al  t ypes of  Ki bei  whose rel at i onshi ps wi t h t he ot her s 

di f f ered accor di ngl y.  Those who wer e mar r i ed t ended t o be not i ce-

abl y mor e st abl e than t hose not mar r i ed,  and the same coul d be sai d 

of  t he unmar r i ed Ki bei  l i vi ng wi t h t hei r f ami l i es by cont rast wi t h 

t hose l i vi ng i n bachel or s'  quar t er s.  Apar t f r om mar i t al  and f ami -

l i al  st at us,  however ,  t he Ki bei  t hemsel ves di st i ngui shed t he "qui et 

Ki bei " f r om t he "r owdy Ki bei " .  Thi s t ermi nol ogy i s unsat i sf act ory 

f or t he di st i nct i on was act ual l y not based st r i ct l y on t he degree 

of  r owdysi m,  but t he f or mer wer e consi dered to be t hose who seemed 

1/  Mi yamot o Not es,  J ul y 23,  1942.  
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pr i mar i l y i nt erest ed i n get t i ng advanced educat i on and t rai n i ng,±a 

whi l e t he l at t er were t hose wi t hout such educat i onal  i nt erest s who 

f requent l y became i nvol ved i n prot est act i on agai nst t he W. R. A.  

The l at t er ,  most of  whom l i ved as bachel or s wi t h ot her Ki bei ,  wer e 

l argel y cut of f  f r om soci al  r el at i ons wi t h Ni sei  of  ei t her sex,  had 

onl y a 3̂ ai ted range of  common i nt erest s wi t h t he I ssei  most of  whom 

wer e mar r i ed and consi derabl y ol der ,  and t he Ki bei  t her ef or e associ  

at ed al ar gel y wi t hi n t hei r own gr oups.  

I n t he nat ur e of  t he W. R. A.  admi ni st rat i ve or gani zat i on,  t he 
of  economi c oppor t uni t i es 

Ni sei  had advant ages/ over bot h t he I ssei  ¿nd Ki bei ,  f or wi t h Cau-

cai sans as supervi sory aut hor i t i es over t he pr oj ect ,  abi l i t y t o 

speak Engl i sh was an i mpor t ant r equi si t e of  t hose wor ki ng di rect l y 

under t he appoi nt ed staf f  as admi ni st r at i ve of f i cer s.  Fur t her mor e,  

pr of essi onal  posi t i ons as i n t he hospi t al ,  engi neer i ng sect i on,  

publ i c school  t eachi ng,  account i ng depar t ment ,  and l egal  ai d,  al l  

of  whi ch r equi r ed col l ege t rai ni ng i n t hese f i el ds,  l argel y excl ud-

ed the I ssei  and Ki bei  who may have had consi derabl e pr act i cal  ex-

per i ence i n f armi ng or busi ness but who wer e unequi pped f or such 

speci al i zed f unct i ons.  Wor ker s i n t he admi ni st r at i ve of f i ces wer e 

t hus l ar gel y composed of  t he Ni sei ,  pl us a scat t er i ng of  t he educat 

ed Ki bei  and I ssei .  Ot her f i el ds wher e t he Ni sei  wer e predomi nant 

wer e:  t r anspor t at i on,  f i r e cont r ol ,  newspaper ,  cant eens,  soci al  wel  

f ar e,  educat i on,  war ehouse,  r ecr eat i on,  post of f i ce,  and mess hal l  

wai t er s and wai t r esses.  The I ssei  wer e predomi nant l y engaged i n 

work as j ani t or s,  boi l er men,  mess hal l  cooks,  war dens,  car pent er s,  

and f ar mer s.  The Ki bei  wer e l argel y i nt ermi ngl ed among the I ssei  
and 

as mess hal l  wor ker s,  war dens,  f armers, / const ruct i on wor ker s.  

The I ssei , more t han t he Ni sei  or Ki bei ,  wer e f orced i nto t he 
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bl ock 

meni al  t asks such as of  di shwashi ng,  chi mney sweeps, . and/ ut i l i t y 

men cl eani ng t he washr ooms and shower bui l di ngs,  and t hei r l oss of  

economi c st at us was t he most r adi cal  si nce t hey had been t he owner s 

and operat or s of  t he f ar ms and busi nesses bef ore t he war on whi ch 

t he Ki bei  and Ni sei  worked as hi red hel p.  Some evi dence of  t hei r 

r esent ment of  t hi s r ever sal  pf  posi t i on. was gi ven i n t hei r occasi onal  

r emar ks of  cr i t i ci sm agai nst t he Ni sei  whi t e- col l ar wor ker s i n t he 

admi ni st r at i on bui l di ngs who wer e al l eged to be "boot l i cki ng" t he 

whi t es.  

Conf l i ct of  t he Gener at i ons 

The conf l i ct of  t he I ssei  and Ni sei  was i n par t a mat t er of  
.  -

age di f f er ence,  but al so i t  was cul t ur al  and i deol ogi cal .  One of  

t he ear l y compl ai nt s of  t he I ssei  was t hat t he Ni sei  spent t oo much 

money,  and t hat t hey had no mor e ser i ous t haught t han f or t he next 

dance or soci al  event .  Dur i ng t he ear l y per i od when compl ai nt s of  

t he cant een wer e at t hei r hei ght ,  one I ssei  was overheard remarki ng 

to anot her :  

I  t hi nk t hese cant eens are a very bad i nf l uence on t he 
young peopl e.  Every t i me I  drop i n t her e,  I  f i nd t he door way 

* crowded wi t h young peopl e buyi ng i ce cr eam,  soda wat er ,  candy 
and ci gar et t es.  On hot days perhaps you can' t bl ame t hem,  but 
t hey make t he st ore a r egul ar l oi t er i ng pl ace.  What i s most 
darashi  ga nal  ( sl ovenl y,  sl oppy,  unsi ght l y) i s t he way t hose 
Ni sei  gi r l  cl er ks stand around ent er t ai ni ng t he boys whi l e 
t here are l i nes of  dust omers wai t i ng t o be ser ved.  The ot her 
day,  I  had t o r emi nd one of  t he gi r i s t o mi nd her busi ness.  
Al l  t he young peopl e t hi nk about i s t o spend money and t o pl ay.  
They don' t gi ve a t hought t o how ser i ous our economi c si t uat i on 
wi l l  be af t er t he war .  Mar k my wor d,  t he most ser i ous pr obl em 
resul t i ng f r om t hi s evacuat i on i s i t s ef f ect upon t he young 
peopl e.  Li vi ng i n a pl ace l i ke t hi s,  t hey' r e bound. t o become 
shi f t l ess and l azy.  They seem to f orget t hat one of  t hese days 
t hey' re goi ng t o have t o pr ovi de t hemsel ves agai n and t hat i t ' s 
not goi ng to be l i ke ol d t i mes when thei r parent s- coul d t ake 
care of  t hem. l /  

1/  Mi yamot o Not es,  August 10,  1942.  

I  
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Such an at t i t ude mi ght be expressed by any parent generat i on 

who had been accust omed to a l i f e of  hard rark and scrupul ous sav-

i ng,  and wer e pai ned at t he si ght of  an easy- goi ng younger genera-

t i on i nsuf f i ci ent l y consci ous*of  t he hard exper i ences had by t he 

ol der peopl e i n br i ngi ng up t hei r chi l dr en. .  But t her e was i n t hi s 
cr i t i ci sm 

/ an el ement of  a cul t ural  di f f erence as wel l  f or t he I ssei  who wer e 

rai sed wi t hi n a mor e f ormal  soci et y under st r i ct er di sci pl i ne have 

al ways l ooked wi t h some di sapproval  of  t he easy- goi ng manner i sms 

of  t he Ni sei .  I ssei  cr i t i ci sm of  Ni sei  conduct ,  based upon cul t ur -

al  di f f er ences,  was mor e cl ear l y apparent i n t hei r di sappr oval  of  

t he Ni sei » dandes.  I n one of  t he more conservat i vel y J apanese bl ocks 

a young peopl e' s cl ub was f ormed f or r ecreat i onal  and di scussi on 

pur poses,  but when t hi s group under t ook dance pr act i ces as one of  

i t s f unct i ons,  t he cl ub came under cr i t i ci sm f r om one of  t he I ssei  
r esi dent s.  '  

Mr .  Adachi  sai d i t  was al l  r i ght t o have an organi zat i on 
t o l earn about communi t y mat t er s,  but he wasn' t i n f avor of  
t he dance.  He sai d t hat i n J apan th§ re i s a proverb t hat 
t he age of  seven year s,  boys and gi r l swere not al l owed to be V 
t oget her .  (Dan. 1o hi chl sai  ni  shi t e sefci  o ona. j u sezu) He 
want ed to know i f  when boys and gi r l s embraced each ot her 
( daki  at t e) and danced,  anyone coul d i nsure t hat t her e woul dn' t  ̂
be any danger .  Sawada ( Ni sei )  got up and repeat ed t hat noone 
coul d i nsure t hat t here woul dn' t be any sor t of  danger .  Even 
i f  a gi r l  wer e kept at home noone coul d i nsure t hat t here woul d 
be no danger .  However ,  he f el t  t hat i t  was a great deal  bet t er 
t o have dances wi t hi n t he bl ock where peopl e knew each ot her 
and wher e i t  coul d be hel d under t he supervi si on of  peopl e 
wi t hi n t he bl ock. 1/  

Thi s i ndi vi dual ' s at t i t ude represent ed a rat her ext reme oppo-

si t i on to t he Ni sei  dances,  but si mi l ar concern f or t he mor al i t y 

of  t he young peopl e i n connect i on wi t h t he dances was not i nf re-

±J  Sakoda J our nal ,  November 22,  1942 
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quent l y voi ced by many par ent s,  f f i f re�poô I  4i ybance be The cul -

t ur al  di st ance bet ween t he I ssei  and Ni sei  on mat t er s of  t hi s ki nd 

i s rat her wel l  represent ed by t he above- quot ed protrerb (Dan j o hi chi -

sai st,  et c. )  whi ch i s f ami l i ar t o al l  I ssei  and t he accept ance of  

whi ch i s r ef l ect ed i n t hei r behavi or ,  but whi ch t o t he Ni sei  ap-

pears as i ncomprehensi bl e as woul d a ban upon co- educat i onal  school s 

The maj or I ssei - Ni sei  conf l i ct s ?/ere based upon a whol e ser i es 

of  such di f f er ences,  but wher e di sagr eement s l ed t o heat ed ar gument ,  

t here was a st rong t endency t owards t he def i ni t i on of  t he i ssues 

as an opposi t i on of  pro- J apanese agai nst pro- Amer i can poi nt s of  

vi ew.  The i nvol vement of  t he W. R. A.  i n any communi t y i ŝsues,  of  

course,  gave i mpetus t o so def i ni ng t he di sagr eement .  One of  t he 

f i r st of  t hese conf l i ct s was t he recreat i on depar t ment t roubl e when 

t he I ssei  ent er t ai nment gr oup t hreat ened t o resi gn en masse because 

t he Head of  Communi t y Act i vi t i es,  Ted Wal l er ,  r ef used t he I ssei  per -
# 

mi ssi on t o est abl i sh a depar t ment separat e f r om t he Ni sei .  The or i -

gi n of  t hi s conf l i ct l ay i n t hei r r esent ment of  t hei r subordi nat i on 

t o a Ni sei  assi st ant super vi sor of  t he sect i on,  Har r y Mayeda,  and 

t o Ted Wal l er f or whom t he I ssei  had l i t t l e r espect .  Dur i ng the 

f i r st Four t h of  J ul y pr ogr am at t he pr oj ect ,  di sagreement had de-

vel oped bet ween t he Ni sei  and I ssei  st af f s as t o t he par t s whi ch 

each group woul d have i n t he pr ogr am,  t he Ni sei  cl ai mi ng t hat t he 

I ssei  wer e not onl y commandeer i ng t oo l arge a par t but wer e emphas-

i zi ng pro- J apanese programs of  quest i onabl e accept abi l i t y.  Wal l er ' s 

at t empt to medi at e t he conf l i ct br ought on t he accusat i on of  hi s 

seeki ng t o subj ugat e t he I ssei  wi t hout an adequat e appreci at i on of  

what t he I ssei  wer e at t empt i ng t o accompl i sh.  I t  was cl ai med t hat 
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t he I ssei  coul d not r eadi l y wor k wi t h t he Ni sei  on t he same st af f . 1/  

The conf l i ct i n t hi s i nst ance was par t l y cul t ur al ,  f or bot h t he 

I ssei  and t he Ni sei  had a l ow opi ni on of  t he ent er t ai nment of f ered 

by the ot her gr oup,  but a st atus st ruggl e was al so i nvol ved i n whi ch 

the I ssei  r ef used t o be subordi nat ed beneat h a Caucasi an supervi sor 

and a Ni sei  st af f .  The admi ni st rat i on ref used t o grant t he I ssei  

permi ssi on to f or m a separat e recreat i on depar t ment ,  t he l eader 

of  t he I ssei  gr oup was f orced t o resi gn not onl y because of  t hi s 

t r oubl e but because of  f r i ct i on wi t h ot her I ssei  seeki ng t o gai n 

cont rol  of  I ssei  ent er t ai nment ,  and t he di f f i cul t i es wer e set t l ed 

by sel ect i ng f or t he Sew chai rman of  t he I ssei  gr oup a man mor e 

amenabl e to cooperat i on wi t h t he W. R. A.  and by f ormi ng an I ssei  ad-

vi sor y counci l  t o medi at e any f ur t her di f f i cul t i es.  

Not onl y was proj ect organi zat i on such as t o gi ve t he Ni sei  
t  

advant ages over t he I ssei  and Ki bei  i n j ob oppor t uni t i es,  but W. R. A.  

pol i cy del i berat el y f avored t he Ni sei  f or pol i t i cal  l eadershi p i n 

t he communi t y. by excl udi ng t he I ssei  f r om t he r i ght to hol d el ect ed 

of f i ces.  I ni t i al l y,  t here was gener al  I ssei  accept ance of  t hi s con-

di t i on,  but I ssei  di scont ent wi t h t hei r subordi nat e posi t i on became 

i ncreasi ngl y appar ent as t he communi t y di scont ent over t he f ood,  

wage payment ,  cl ot hi ng al l owance,  l umber and medi cal  servi ce provi -

si ons became acut e.  An i mmedi at e reason f or t he weakeni ng of  Ni sei  

cont rol ,  t her ef or e,  was t he popul ar di ssat i sf act i on wi t h t he exi st -
f or 

i ng management of  t he cent er , / t sA t he i nabi l i t y of  t he l . R. A.  t o 

keep t he pppul ace sat i sf i ed pl ayed di r ect l y i nto an ¿bstssxm±  I ssei  

demand f or an i ncreased voi ce i n communi t y gover nment .  

The hei ght of  t hi s I ssei  agi t at i on f or t he r i ght of  sel f  repre-

sent at i on appeared dur i ng t he Over seas Broadcast and the Theat er Pr o 
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j ect i ssues.  I n t he Over seas Broadcast quest i on,  r epresent at i ves 

of  t he Of f i ce of  War I nf ormat i on ar r i ved at t he Tul e Lake Pr oj ect 

wi th a request that the evacuees assi st in prepari ng recordi ngs for 
r adi o _ ,  

- ef / broadcast s gi vi ng account s of  r el ocat i on cent er l i f e whi ch woul d 

f cy be used to combat f al se accusat i ons of  t he J apanese gover nment 

t hat t he evacuees wer e bei ng mi st r eat ed.  The pl ea f or assi st ance 

was suppor t ed by t he argument t hat t he J apanese gover nment was usi ng 

t he propaganda to mi st r eat Amer i can pr i soner s i n J apan,  and t hat an 

on- t he- spot deni al  by t he evacuees woul d do much t owards prevent i ng 

f ur t her mi st reat ment of  Amer i cans i mpr i soned i n t he Far East .  I t  i s 

needl ess t o r el at e al l  t he di scussi ons whi ch t ook pl ace over t hi s 

i ssue,  but t he mai n i nci dent s i n connect i on wi t h t hi s request wer e:  

(1) The r equest was present ed to t he Counci l  ( al l  Ni sei )  whi ch de-

ci ded to r ef er t he quest i ons t o the bl ock r esi dent s,  ( 2) t he Counci l  

meet i ng t o r epor t on t he bl ock di scussi ons was i nvaded by a l arge 

number of  I ssei  who vi ol ent l y prot est ed t he proposed br oadcast ,  (3) 

t he Counci l  agai n met , ,  t hi s t i me to prot est t he pro- J apanese vi ews 

expressed at t he pr evi ous meet i ng and to reverse t he deci si on of  t he 

ear l i er meet i ng wi t h an agreement to cooperat e wi t h t he O. W. I ,  under 

der tai n condi t i ons,  and ( 4) i nt ense I ssei  cr i t i ci sm of  t he Counci l  

f or i ndependent l y reversi ng t he stand t aken by t he I ssei ,  whi ch re-

sul ted i n a f or ced wi t hdr awal  of  t he Counci l  f r om i t s ef f or t s to 

gai n oooper at i on.  The cont rast i ng posi t i ons of  t he I ssei  and Ni sei  

are represent ed i n t he f ol l owi ng quot at i ons:  

An I ssei :  " I  bel i eve t hat we shoul d not have t hi s broadcast and 
I ' m def i ni t el y agai nst i t .  (much appl ause) I f  t hi s broadcast 
i s t o make t he posi t i on of  J apan wor se,  what woul d happen.  We 
are al l  J apanese.  I f  we broadcast t hat we are bei ng t reated 
wel l  her e,  J apan' s posi t i on may be weakened.  To accept t her e-
nuest of  enemf es and make a br oadcast serves onl y to weakn our 
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posi t i on.  Ther e shoul d be ot her met hods t o reach J apan.  We 
shal l  l ose t he r i ght to r ecuest anyt hi ng f r om t he WHÂ . ( a 
l ot of  appl ause) Al l  st r i kes and r equest s wi l l  be wi t hout 
power .  1/  � 

The gge"fei on poi nt of  vi ew of  t he Ni sei  i s ref l ect ed i n t he f ol -

l owi ng remarks of  a counci l man who spoke at a l at er meet i ng.  

" I  was very much di sappoi nt ed i n t he way t he meet i ng was 
conduct ed t hi s mor ni ng.  To go back i n hi st ory on t hi s quest i on,  
whi l e we wer e st i l l  at Sacr ament o,  a bunch of  us Ni sei  went to 
t he Sacrament o Bee to put i n an ad about how t he I ssei  wer e al l  
f or Amer i ca and f or an Amer i can vi ct or y.  Thi s came out r i ght 

af t er Pear l  Har bor .  Of  cour se,  af t er t he evacuat i on our f eel i ng 
i s di f f er ent ,  but ,  never ht l ess,  we want to show our regard f or 
t he nat i on® The way t hi ngs went t hi s mor ni ng,  t hose of  us who 

,  went t o t he newspaper t o pl ace t he ad are made out as l i ar s,  
and,  i n f act ,  gi ves t he Amer i can publ i c some evi dence to t hi nk 
t hat t he evacuat i on was j ust i f i ed.  We ought t o t ry to suppor t 
anyt hi ng t hat mi ght af f ect oursel ves* and t he J apanese who are 
i n t he f r ee zone. 2/  

The I ssei  wer e not al l  as vi ol ent l y aroused as t he i ndi vi dual  

. quoted above,  and as f or t he Ni sei ,  whi l e t he maj or i t y i n the Counci l  

wer e i n f avor of  cooperat i ng wi t h t he O. W. I ,  gi ven reasonabl e condi -

t i ons,  t he bul k of  Ni sei  r esi dent s wer e unaware t hat any i ssue of  

t he ki nd exi st ed. and v/ere uni nt er est ed.  The def eat of  t he broadcast 

pr oposal  not onl y demonst rat ed t he super i or i t y of  pol i t i cal  power of  

t he I ssei ,  but al so i l l ust rat ed t hei r power t o cont r ol  t he Ni sei  

on a r at her cruci al  i ssue.  

The same thi ng was even more cl ear l y demonst rat ed i n t he case 

of  t he Theat er Pr oj ect quest i on.  The i ssue,  whi ch had been rai sed 

when i t  was l earned t hat Kendal l  Smi t h had bought l umber and equi p-

ment f or a movi e t heat er wi t h Communi t y Ent eppr i ses f unds ( peopl e' s 

money) wi t hout t he consent of  t he peopl e,  brought t he Ni sei  i nto 

conf l i ct wi t h t he I ssei  even more t han i n t he br oadcast quest i on.  

kl /  Sakoda J our nal ,  Sept .  29,  1942.  

2/  Mi yamot o Not es,  Sept .  29,  1942.  
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The cl ai m present ed was t hat t he t heat er coul d he est abl i shed wi t h 

a mi ni mum cost t o each i ndi vi dual .  The mai n ar gument s of  t he I ssei  

wer e (1) a t heat er woul d serve onl y to f ur t her depl et e t he al r eady 

reduced f i nances of  t he evacuees and t he W. R. A. ,  i n any case,  was 
i  '  

r esponsi bl e f or provi di ng an audi t or i um,  (2) Amer i can movi es are 

det r i ment al  to t he mor al i t y of  yout hs,  and (3) t he W. R. A.  had used 

t he peopl e' s money wi t hout even consul t i ng t hem about t he admi sabi l -

i ty of  such use.  The Ni sei  count ered t hat ( 1) t he t heat er i nvol ved 

onl y a mi ni mum char ge,  (2) t he peopl e i n gener al ,  but especi al l y t he and 

young peopl e,  requi red recreat i onal  out l et s, / ( 3) no ot her oppor t uni t y 

woul d be had of  havi ng a theatfer si nce t he W. R. A.  ref used t o pr ovi de 

such a bui l di ng due t o war t i me r est r i ct i ons.  The host i l i t y of  t he 

I ssei  was i ni t i al l y di r ect ed at t he W. R. A.  whi ch t hey f el t  wssxx was 

at t est i ng t o decei ve t he f eopl e i nto usi ng t hei r own f unds f or 
re-

the t heat er bui l di ng,  but t he ant agoni sm was/ di r ect ed at t he Ni sei  
f  

Counci l  when the l at t er body,  as i n t he overseas br oadcast i ssue,  

at t empt ed t o r ever se t he st and of  t he I ssei .  There was no doubt 

t hat t he Ni se-  young peopl e want ed a movi e t heat er on t he pr oj ect ,  

and t her e wer e even a mi nor i t y of  I ssei  who were f or i t ,  but when 

a r ef erendum vot e was t aken on t he quest i on,  t he pr oj ect was def eat -

ed by a t hree t o one vot e.  Consi derabl e pressure upon t he young 

peopl e was brought t o bear by t he par ent s,  apd t here wer e i ndi vi dual  

cases of  Ni sei  who wer e heard par r ot i ng the ar gument s of  t hei r 

f at hers and mot her s.  

The ef f or t s of  t he Ni sei  Counci l  t o manage t he proj ect more 

i n accordance wi t h t he Ni sei  vi ew of  communi t y af f ai r s resul t ed i n 

Sssei  di st r ust of  t he Ni sei  l eaders,  and i n t he November el ect i on 

of  t he Per manent Counci l ,  t her e was observed a not abl e i ncrease i n 
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t he number of  Ki bei  nomi nat ed ±h as candi dat es f or t he of f i ce of  

r epr esent at i ve.  Thr oughout t he conf l i ct s offer t he broadcast and 

t heat er quest i ons,  as wel l  i n t he ot her di st urbances occur i ng f r om 

t he f arm st r i ke on,  t he Ki bei  al i gnment was l argel y on t he same 

si de wi t h t he I ssei .  As t he I ssei  di st rust of  t he Ni sei  i ncreased,  

t her e was a t endency of  t he I ssei  t o turn i ncreasi ngl y to t he Ki bei ,  

who wer e ci t i zens l i ke t he Ni sei  but had the addi t i onal  val ue of  

underst andi ng J apanese,  t o r epresent t hem i n t hei r pr ot est s to t he 

admi ni st r at i on.  

I t  wi l l  be remembered t hat f i uri ng the regi st rat i on cr i si s,  a 

si mi l ar pat t ern agai n devel oped,  of  a conf l i ct bet ween t he Amer êan 

Ni sei  l eader s who suppor t ed the r egi st r at i on  ̂ and t he I ssei  

r epresent at i ves who wer e l argel y opposed t o i t ,  i n whi ch t he Ki bei  

appeared as t he champi ons of  t he same poi nt of  vi ew mai nt ai ned by 

t he I ssei .  I n f act ,  t he Ki bei  act i on was regarded as so r adi cal  

t hat t here appear ed t he unusual  phenomenon of  t he I ssei  pl eadi ng 

wi t h t he Ki bei  to wi t hdr aw t hei r st ubborn opposi t i on t o t he W. R. A.  

regi st rat i on pr ogr am.  The r egi st r at i on,  t oo,  reveal ed t he st rengt h 

of  parent al  cont r ol  over t he masses of  t he Ni sei ,  and t he consequent 

i sol at i on of  t he Ni sei  l eader shi p f r om t he suppor t of  t hei r own 

gr oup.  

Sect i onal  Di f f er ences 

Tul e Lake Pr oj ect i s uni que among t he rel ocat i on cent er s i n 

havi ng l arge number s of  peopl e f r om each of  t he t hree Paci f i c Coast 

st at es.  Of  t he t ot al  15, 000 peopl e ( i n round number s) ,  about 1, 200 

wer e f r om Or egon,  about 4, 200 f r om Washi ngt on,  and the r emai nder of  

about 9, 600 f r om Cal i f or ni a.  Most of  t he Oregon and Washi ngt on 

peopl e wer e f r om t he rural  out l yi ng regi ons of  Por t l and and Seat t l e,  



Generati ui i al  Structure -64- Chap. I I  
Secti onal  Di fferences 

except f or a group of  about 700 f r om Tacoma,  Washi ngt on,  whi l e t he 

Cal i f orni ans wer e f r om t he ci t y of  Sacrament o and t he rural  ar eas 

of  t he Sacrament o Val l ey and Pl acer Count y,  

Si nce housi ng assi gnmeht s wer e made by f i l l i ng one bl ock af t er 

anot her as evacuees wer e t ransf er red f r om assembl y cent er s or di r ect -

l y f r om t hei r homes communi t i es,  peopl e who had resi ded i n t he same 

communi t y or di st r i ct bef or e the war wer e l argel y pl aced i n cont i gu-

ous areas of  t he proj ect cent er .  I n f act ,  because of  an acci dent al  
v 

cor respondence of  t he number s f r om gi ven ar eas wi t h t he number who 

coul d be housed i n a war d ( composed of  ni ne bl ocks) ,  each of  t he 

seven war ds of  t he communi t y wer e i dent i f i ed as bei ng popul at ed by 

peopl e f r om gi ven di st r i ct s.  Thus,  

War d 1 Washi ngt on and Or egon wi t h a mi nor i t y f r om Cl arks-
burg and Sacrament o,  Cal i f or ni a.  

War d 2 Sacrament o and r ur al  hi nt er l and.  

War d 3 Sacr ament o and rural  hi nt er l and.  

Ward" 4 Mar ysvi l l e,  Cal i f orni a and rural  hi nt er l and.  

War d 5 Pl acer Count y,  Cal i f or ni a ( so- cal l ed Free Zone) 

War d 6 Whi t e Ri ver Val l ey and Tacoma Washi ngt on,  pl us 
mi nor i t y of  Pl acer Count y.  

War d 7 Whi t e Ri ver Val l ey and Tacoma,  Washi ngt on,  pl us 
Hood Ri ver and Sal em,  Or egon.  Al so a scat t er i ng 
f r om ot her ar eas.  

There was popul ar recogni t i on of  t hi s di st r i but i on of  peopl e 

i nto war ds by communi t i es of  or i gi n represent ed i n t hei r common 

r ef er ences,  f or exampl e,  t o War ds 2 and 3 as the "Sacrament o War ds" ,  

t o War ds 6 and 7 ws the "Nor t hwest War ds" ,  t o Ward 5 as t he "Free 

Zone Peopl e" ,  t o War d 4 as t he "Marysvi l l e War d" ,  and War d 1 usual l y 

as an "Oregon and Washi ngt on War d" .  The desi gnat i on f or War d 1 was 
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perhaps t he l east def i ni t e si nce i t  was a somewhat mor e het erogeneous 

group than most of  t he ot her war ds,  and t he homogenei t y of  War d 4 

was a l i t t l e di st urbed by t he est abl i shment of  t he r esi dences f or 

t he pr of essi onal  hospi t al  wor ker s i n at l east one bl ock of  t hat 

war d.  Fur t her mor e,  t he i nt ernal  composi t i on of  t he war ds was not 

as homogeneous as t hese desi gnat i ons mi ght l ead one to bel i eve,  f or 

even wi t hi n t he hi ghl y homogeneous Sacrament o War ds,  as an exampl e,  

t here wer e bl ocks composed of  a maj or i t y of  Wal nut Gr ove peopl e or 

of  I sl et on peopl e,  conservat i ve rural  gr oups l oaated near Sacrament o  ̂

whose background and out l ook wer e qui t e di f f er ent .  War d i dent i t y 

was general l y much weaker t han bl ock i dent i t y,  and,  wi t h ref erence 

t o t he communi t y of  or i gi n,  l ocal  communi t y i dent i t y was l i kel y to 

be st ronger t han t he r egi onal  i dent i t y.  Recogni zi ng,  t hen,  t hat 

t here was t hi s gradi ng of  sect i onal  i dent i t y,  i n whi ch a person mi ght 

be i dent i f i ed at one t i me as a Cal i f orni an,  anot her t i me as a i ' ree 

Zone per son,  and yet agai n as a Penryn evacuee,  al l  t hese f or ms of  

I dent i t y are to be t reat ed under t he headi ng of  sect i onal  di f f er ences.  
wer e 

St rong sect i onal  f eel i ngs/ was pr i mar i l y an ear l y phenomenon ap-

pear i ng i n t he per i od of  i ni t i al  cont act s when mi nor di f f erences of  

background and t hei r unf ami l i ar i t y wi t h eaoh ot her gave some sense group 

of  st rangeness to/ i tari bc r el at i onshi ps.  These f eel i ngs of  di f f erence 

t ended to r ecede wi t h t i me,  and wi t hi n a f ew mont hs of  set t l ement 

at Tul e Lake,  t he sect i onal  pr obl em whi ch was much t al ked of  at 

f i r st l argel y di sappear ed,  but whi l e sect i onal  f r i ct i on and t ensi on 

decl i ned mar kedl y,  t he st rengt h of  pr e- war rel at i onshi ps per si st ed 

to gi ve a l at ent basi s of  sect i onal  f eel i ngs.  

Sect i onal i sm was mor e a pr obl em of  t he Ni sei  t han of  t he I ssei  
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or Ki bei ,  f or t he Ni sei  had mor e occasi ons f or var i ed cont act s,  

t hei r act i vi t i es ref l ect ed provi ded more occasi ons f or group r i val -

r y,  and t hey ref l ect ed wi der di f f er ences due t o communi t y backgr ound.  

At t he t i me of  f i r st ar r i val  of  al l  t he gr oups,  ski n col or was re-

garded as one of  t he cr i t er i a of  di f f er ence t he gener al  assumpt i on 

bei ng t hat t he Nor t hwest er ner s wer e l i ght er compl exi oned than t he 

mor e t anned Cal i f or ai aas.  The dar ker ,  sunburnt yout hs f r om Cal i -

f orni a somet i mes ref er red t o t hemsel ves f acet i ousl y as kur ombos 

( Negroes) ,  a t er m whi ch t he nor t her ner s pi cked up and appl i ed t o 

t he Cal i f or ni ans,  and t he l at t er i n t urn somet i mes mal i ci ousl y re-
Fai r 

f er red t o t he nor t her ner s as the "T. B.  Li l i es".  Wi ntaB/  compl ex i on,  

an i deal  of  f emi ni ne beaut y i n J apan,  i s an i deal  of  t he evacuees 

as wel l ,  and t here was some t endency t o make i nvi di ous compar i sons 

bet ween t he nor t her ner s and t he Cal i f orni ans on t hi s scor e.  

A Ni sei  gi r l  f r om t he nor t h who hersel f  i s rat her l i ght 
compl exi oned sai d,  " I n t he washr oom t he ot her day one of  t he 
l adi es who l i ves i n my bl ock and i s f r om Cal i f orni a asked me 
how t he gi r l s f r om t he nor t h kept t hei r compl exi on so f ai r .  
She sai d she was surpr i sed at how l i ght compl exi oned al l  of  us 
wer e.  I  t ol d her® i t  was pr obabl y due to t he f act t hat t he 
sun wasn' t so st rong i n t he nor t h,  but t hat we' d probabl y be-
come sunburnt t oo l i vi ng i n a hot t er cl i mat e and get dar ker .  
Thi s l ady was evi dent l y concerned about her daught er ' s appear -
ance and ovi dont l y was anxi ous t o l earn some poi nt er s,  so I  
t ol d her about usi ng cl eansi ng cream at ni ght and t hat sor t of  
t hi ng.  She appar ent l y came f r om a f armi ng backgr ound and di dn' t 
know ver y much about f emi ni ne t oi l et s.  She was qui t e i nterest -
ed i n hear i ng what I  had to say. ' l /  

A group of  Sacrament o and Washi ngt on gi r l s wer e i n a gr oup 
chat t i ng and one of  t he newcomer s f r om Sacrament o sai d wi t h 
some sel f  consci ousness,  " I ' m so dark;  l ook at me.  I t  l ooks 
t er r i bl e wher e- t he ski n' s peel i ng,  doesn' t i t? I t  was so hot 
at Wal er ga,  and t her e wer en' t any t r ees f or shade.  I  j ust got 
bur nt al l  over wal ki ng around camp. " Some of  t he nor t hern 
gi r l s expressed sympat hy,  but one of  t he Sacrament ans comment -
ed,  " I f  you st i ck around here l ong enough,  you' l l  be kur ombos 
j ust l i ke us,  t oo. "2/  

I ndeed,  di f f erences of  compl exi on became,  very shor t l y,  a mat -

1/  J ul y~13,  1942,  Mi yamot o Not es.  

2/  Mi yamot o Not es,  J ul y 2,  1942.  
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t er of  i ndi f f erence.  Li kewi se,  t here,  wer e cer t ai n sl ang phr ases 

much used among t he Cal i f orni a yout hs whi ch wer e unf ami l i ar to t he 

Ni sei  f r om t he nor t h,  such as,  "get cha down, " "wast e t i me, " and 

"Yabo ( J apanese) ",  but t hese too l ost t hei r i ni t i al  ot rongooo 

st rangeness f or t he nor t her ner s as t he l at t er al so adopt ed t hem 

i n t hei r own conver sat i ons.  

One of  t he most promi nent di f f er ences,  of t en remarked upon 

by Ni sei  yout hs,  wer e t he di st i nct i ve dance habi t s of  Cal i f o î ans 

and Nor t hwest er ner s.  Wher eas "j i t t erbuggi ng" was ver y much i n f ash-

i on among t he Cal i f or ni ans,  especi al l y t he Sacr ament ans,  and a gr eat 

many of  t he l at t er wer e qui t e exper t at i t ,  t he yout hs f r om the 

Nor t hwest wer e general l y unf ami l i ar wi t h i t  and conf i ned t hemsel ves 

more to t he- *»»- f ami l i ar var i at i ons upon the f ox t r ot and the wal t z.  

Some of  t he ear l i est communi t y dances hel d wi t h mi xed sect i onal  

groups l ed t o some di sagr eement regardi ng t he number of  ' ti mes each 
shoul d be pl ayed 

t hat "smoot h musi c" and "f ast musi c"/ dur i ng an eveni ngl / ,  a pr obl em 

t hat was par t i al l y sol ved by havi ng t wo dance hal l s wi t h di f f erent 

emphases on t he t ype of  musi c pl ayed.  As t he proj ect became f i l l ed 

t o i t s r esi dent i al  capaci t y,  t he dance hal l s al so became crowded 

B
nd t he Nor t hwest gr oups,  par t i cul ar l y i n War d 7,  of t en hel d t hei r 

own dances wi t h some appar ent i ntent of  excl udi ng t he Cal i f or ni ans.  

Di f f erences al so wer e reduced as t he nor t her n yout hs l earned to 

"j i t t erbug" f r om t hei r Cal i f or ni a f r i ends.  I n general ,  t he nor t hern 

yout hs wer e r egar ded as mor e conservat i ve and f ormal  t han t he yout hs 

f r om t he sout h,  and some of  t he host i l i t y of  t he f ormer l ay i n t hei r 

obj ect i on to t he aggressi veness of  t he l at t er on t he dance f l f cor.  

1/  Tul e Lake Repor t ,  Chap.  17,  Par t I ,  pp.  8- 9.  
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For i nst ance,  "cut t i ng i n" on t he dance f l oor was apparent l y a f a-

mi l i ar pr act i ce among t he Cal i f orni a yout hs,  but much l ess so among 

t hose tf rom t he Nor t hwest .  

Cor rel at ed wi t h t he t ype of  danci ng engaged i n by t he two 

gr oups,  t here wer e al so cer t ai n not i ceabl e di f f erences of  atti fce 

and behavi or .  Some of  t he "j i t t erbuggi ng" yout hs f rom Cal i f orni a 

af f ect ed "zoot sui t s",  somet i mes of  a st ar t l i ng var i et y.  A mor e 

gener al  f ashi on among the Cal i f orni a yout hs was a deni m t r ouser ,  

r ol l ed up at t he bot t om,  wi t h a deni m j acket wor n over a "T- shi r t " ,  

and a pai r of  f armi ng boot s whi ch l ooked somewhat l i ke a cowb§ yy
r

 s 

r i di ng boot s.  Thi s out f i t  was f requent l y seen on the dance f l &or ,  

somet i mes i ncl udi ng t he heavy boot s,  whi ch t he nor t her ser s f ound 

somewhat obj ect i onabl e.  I t  was cust omary t o t op t hi s st yl e of  cl oth-

i ng wi t h a t ype of  mal e coi f f eure known as a "Pachook  ̂ hai r cut ",  

ot herwi se cal l ed a "Fi l i pi no hai r cut ",  t he di st i nct i ve f eat ur es of  
t hat 

whi ch were/ al l  t he hai r wer e l ef t l ong enough t o r each f r om t he 

hai r l i ne on t he f orehead t o t he nape of  t he neck,  oi l ed and sl i cked 

back i n a l ong,  heavy pompadour .  These habi t s wer e l argel y unf am-

i l i ar t o t he Nor t hwest er ner s pr i or t o evacuat i on,  al t hough many 

yout hs of  t he l at t er group wer e i nf l uenced 1# adopt t he st yl e.  

Whi l e t hi s appearance may nsrt have charact er i zed onl y a mi nor i t y of  

t he Cal i f orni a yout hs,  and onl y t he "yogores" ( l i t . ,  "di r t i es",  a 

yout h gang t ype) compl et el y f ul f i l l ed the t ype,  t he nor t her ner s 

wer e i ncl i ned t o l ook upon i t  as a di st i nct i vel y Cal i f orni a gr oup 

f eat ur e.  

Cer tai n cl ubs,  par t i cul ar l y the at hl et i c t eams,  wer e l argel y 

organi zed among f r i ends known f r om pre�evacuat i on communi t i es.  
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Foot bal l , .  basebal l  and basket bal l  t eam names such as "Whi t e Ri ver 

Br ui ns" ,  "Tacoma Bussei s" ,  "Marysvi l l e, " "Fl or i n, " "West Sacrament o, " 

"Bel l evue, ""I sl et on, " and "Ri ver si de",  gi ve pr i ma f aci e evi dence of  

t he l i nes al ong whi ch most of  t he at hl et i c cl ubs wer e or gani zed.  

Such t eams as t he "Wakabas" and "Mi kados" of  Sacrament o wer e bl ubs 

organi zed f or year s bef ore t he evacuat i on and wer e wel l  known i n 

t he J apanese communi t i es as st rong basket bal l  t eams.  These cl ubs 

wer e al l  f or med among l ong- st andi ng f r i ends,  and consi der i ng t he 
# 

amount of  t i me members of  an at hl et i c cl ub spends wi t h hi s t eammat es,  

i t  may be presumed t hat pr i mar y f r i endshi p groups among t he Ni sei  

young peopl e at Tul e Lake wer e i n l aug&g par t f ormed on t he basi s 

of  ol d communi t y t i es.  

The condi t i on cont r i but i ng most t owards t he mai nt enance of  

ol d communi t y r el at i onshi ps was t he di st r i but i on of  peopl e roughl y 

by communi t y gr oups.  Because of  t he di st ances on t he pr oj ect ,  j nthe 

l ack of  means of  t r anspor t at i on,  and the poor r oads,  t here was a 

t endency of  t he peopl e t o seek associ at i ons among those l i vi ng wi t hi n 

shor t wal ki ng di st ances.  Thi s was par t i cul ar l y t r ue of  t he ol der 

peopl e some of  whom sel dom vent ured beyond t hei r own war d.  

A number of  conf l i ct s nat ur al l y emerged out of  t hese f eel i ngs 

of  sect i onal  di f f er ences.  Because var i ous sect i onal  groups ar r i ved 

at t he pr oj ect at di f f erent t i mes i n accordance wi t h army- regul at ed 

movement s,  cer t ai n sect i ons ar r i vi ng ear l y had t he advant age of  

a wi der sel ect i on of  t he bet t er j obs,  a source of  much r esent ment 

t o t he l at e ar r i val s who f el t  t hat sect i onal  f avor i t i sm was pract i ced 

t o ensure the bet t er j obs. f or f r i ends.  The accusat i on came especi al -
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l y f r om t he Cal i f orni ans and wer e di rect ed at t he Nor t hwest er ser s 

who ar r i ved f i r st at t he pr oj ect and,  as i t  was cl ai med,  saved t he 

bet t er j ob oppor t uni t i es f or t hei r f r i ends i n t he Pi nedal e (Nor th-

west ) gr oup whi ch ar r i ved l ast .  Accor di ng t o one gi r l  f r om Sacra-

ment o:  

I  know f r om my own case t hat some of  t he ?/ ashi ngton gi r l s 
have been savi ng t he bet t er secret ar i al  and cl er i cal  j obs at 
t ha admi ni st rat i on of f i ces f or t hei r f r i ends.  J ust by wal k-
i ng t hr ough t he of f i ces,  you can t el l  r i ght away t her e' s some-
t hi ng wr ong because most of  t he good j obs are f i l l ed by t he 
Nor t hwest peopl e.  I  pl aced an appl i cat i on f or a secret ar i al  
posi t i on as soon as I  got here i n J une,  ana I  even went a 
coupl e of  t i mes t o t he empl oyment of f i ce t o i nqui r e.  When I  
went to t he empl oyment of f i ce,  one of  t he gi r l s�I ' m sure she 
was f r om t he Nor t hwest �t ol d me t her e weren' t any secret ar i al  
posi t i ons open j ust at t he moment but t hat she' d l et me know 
as soon as t her e was somet hi ng and t ook my name down.  I  went 
back t wo or t hree t i mes,  and i t  was t he same t hi ng.  When t he 
Pi nedal e gr oup came i n,  some of  t he gi r l s f r om t he Nor t hwest 
got j obs r i ght away.  I  know because one of  my f r i ends who 
wor ks down t here t ol d me about i t .  I ' ve been wor ki ng i n t he 
mess hal l ,  but I  don' t want to spend al l  t he r est of  my t i me 
here wai t i ng on t abl es.  Lot s of  gi r l s I  know are I n t he same 
f i x,  and t hey' re al l  pr et t y madE about i t . l /  

On t he ot her hand,  t he same accusat i ons wer e made by t he Pi ne-

dal e gr oup when t hey ar r i ved l at e and f ound al l  t he bet t er posi t i ons 

f i l l ed.  

Sect i onal  f eel i ngs wer e not l ees i nt ense when t he par t i es i n-

vol ved wer e bot h f r om t he same gener al  di st r i ct .  One such conf l i ct 

whi ch event ual l y came to t he at t ent i on of  t he I nt er nal  Secur i t y Di -

vi si on i nvol ved some yout hs f r om Wal nut Grove and I sl et on,  two com-
» 

muni t i es l ocat ed very cl ose t oget her I n t he Lower Sacrament o Val l ey,  

t he peopl e f r om whi ch wer e l i vi ng i n t he same as wel l  as adj acent 

bl ocks of  War d 2.  Whi l e bot h communi t i es are i n t he Del ta gegi on 

of  t he Lower Sacrament o Ri ver ,  a di st r i ct known among J apanese resi -

1/  Mi yamofco Not es,  August 1,  1942.  
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dent s f r om nor t her n Cal i f orni a as havi ng cont ai ned some of  t he most 

"backward" J apanese communi t i es of  Cal i f or ni a,  i t  seems f r om t he 

l anguage used by t hese peopl e t hemsel ves t hat Wal nut Gr ove was con-

si dered mor e st r i ct l y speaki ng t he del t a communi t y,  whi l e I s&et on 

was not so r egar ded.  The t r oubl e bet ween t he t wo groups occur red 

when some of  t he Del tan̂ j  ( Wal nut Gr ove) f el l ows wer e i nvi t ed i nto 

t he I sl et on Cl ub,  but ot her members obj ect ed t o accept i ng t hem as 

member s.  A di sput e devel oped over t hi s i nsul t ,  and a f i ght was 

t hr eat ened.  A gang of  about f i ve of  t he I sl et on f el l ows hunt ed 

out one of  t he Wal nut Gr ove boys and beat hi m up badl y enough to 

r equi r e hospi t al  at t ent i on;  event ual l y t he par ent s of  t he boys 

al so became i nvol ved inlp.  mi sunder st andi ng and I t  was necessar y t o 

t ake t he quest i on bef ore t he J udi ci al  Commi ssi on of  t he Counci l  

f or a set t l ement .  Tbe comment of  one WmI mhU I sl et on gi r l  on t he 

charact er i st i cs of  t he Wal nut Gr ove yout hs was:  

She sai d t hat t he"Del t an ki ds wer e r eal l y di r t y. " The 
Wal nut Gr ove ki ds t hought t hat t hey wer e f r om a ci t y i n com-
par i son t o t he I sl et on peopl e,  she st at ed.  As a mat t er of  
f act ,  however ,  I sl et on was a l arger t own and Wal nut Grove onl y 
a vi l l age.  On&y there wer e mor e J apanese i n Wal nut Gr ove 

'  whi ch gi ves t hem the i dea t hat t hey wer e swel l . 1/  

Sect i onal i sm,  l i ke al l  f or ms of  pr ovi nci al i sm,  had at i t s basi s 

not onl y t he f eel i ngs of  di f f er ence but al so of  super i or i t y of  one' s 

own gr oup to t hat of  ot her s.  On the whol e,  such f act ors as t he bi g-

ness of  t he communi t y f rom whi ch one came,  t he at t ract i veness cl ai med 

f or i t ,  and the var i et y of  exper i ences permi t t ed i n one' s home l o-

cal e,  wer e t he condi t i ons whi ch wer e presumed to gi ve one group 

super i or i t y over t he ot her .  The cl ai m of  t he Nor t hwest gr oup was 

t hat t he Cal i f orni ans f i &om t he Sacrament o Val l ey and Pl acer Count y 

1/  Sakoda J our nal ,  Sept .  10,  1942.  
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wer e l ess Amer i cani zed t han' t hose f r om t he nor t h,  whi l e t he 

count er - charge of  t he Cal i f orni ans was e deni al  of  t hi s cl ai m and 

an accusat i on of  the Nor t hwest group of  "snoot i ness",  conser vat i sm,  

and pr ovi nci al i sm.  Consi der i ng t he more i ntense ant i - J aj a nese agi -

t at i on t hat exi st ed i n t he r ur al  ar eas of  nor t her n Cal i f orni a than 

i n ei t her Washi ngt on or Or egon,  i t  seems pl ausi bl e t hat t he l at t er 

groups hi st or i cal l y ar r i ved at a mor e harmoni ous symbi ot i c r el at i on-

shi p t han t he f or mer .  But t he ci r cumst ances of  evacuat i on and cen-

t er l i f e wer e such t hat a pr eMum was pl aced upon t he sensi t i vi t y 

of  t he evacuees t o breaches of  t hei r per sonal  r i ght s and wi l l i ngness 

t o prot est agai nst t he Caucasi ans.  There was a t endency among the 

appoi nt ed per sonnel  t o l ook on» t he Nor t hwest peopl e as mor e Amer i -

cani zed t han t he Cal i f or ni ans,  and promot er s of  t he Co- op movement 

decl ared t he Nor t hwest peopl e of  War d 7 t he most r ecept i ve t o t hei r 

pr ogr am.  But f r om t he st andpoi nt of  t he evacuee communi t y,  t he 

"cooperat i veness" of  t he Nor t hwest peopl e wi t h t he admi ni st r at i on,  

r at her t han bei ng an admi rabl e t r ai t ,  was a si gn of  weakness and 

i nsensi t i yi t y t o per sonal  di scr i mi nat i on.  The sensi t i vi t y to t hi s 

cr i t i ci sm f r om t he Cal i f or ni ans i s r ef l ect ed i n t he r emar ks of  one 

Ni sei  f r om t he Nor t hwest dur i ng t he regi st r at i on pr ot est when he 

remarked:  

Al l  t he Ni sei  have t o get t oget her and st ar t f i ght i ng,  I t ' s 
when t hi ngs go hard wi t h you t hat you l earn to f i ght ;  you begi n 

.  t o f eel  l i ke you' ve got some gut s.  You can t el l  t he di f f erence 
r i ght away bet ween t he peopl e f r om Washi ngt on and t hose f r om 
Cal i f or ni a.  The Cal i f orni a Ni sei  know how to f i ght because 
t hey' ve al ways had t o buck pr ej udi ces.  Up nor t h,  we' r e sof t 
because t hi ngs have been easi er .  You can see i t  r i ght away. l /  

I n f act ,  i t  was t rue t hat prot est l eadershi p was much more 

common among t he Cal i f orni a peopl e t han t he Northwestearners.  

1/  Mi yamot o Not es,  Feb.  11,  1943.  
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Because of the need to l i ve together wi thi n a single communi ty, 

st r enuous ef f or t s wer e made t o avoi d sect i onal i sm by admi ni st r at i ve 

and communi t y l eader s.  A basi c t heor y i n any organi zat i on f ounded 
represent at i on 

among t he peopl e of  t he communi t y as a whol e was t hat due/ ****«**'  

t i m be gi ven t o every maj or sect i onal  area present at t he pr oj ect .  

Gener al l y,  t hi s was accompl i shed by havi ng one r epresent at i ve f r om 

each war d,  whi ch woul d gi ve f our r epresent at i ves f r om Cal i f orni a 

and t hree f r om Washi ngt on and Or egon,  a rough cor respondence t o t he 

absol ut e propor t i ons of  popul at i on on t he pr oj ect .  I n t he f ormat i on 

of  t he Far m Commi t t ee,  f ol l owi ng var i ous suggest i ons f or gi vi ng f ai r 

r epr esent at i on,  t he pr opor t i ons agreed upon were:  f our f r om Cal i f orni a 

and f i ve f r om Washi ngt on and Or egon.  1/  Edi t or i al s wer e wr i t t en and 

warni ngs wer e f r equent l y i ssued bot h by t he admi ni st rat i on and com-

muni t y l eader s to reduce sect i onal  f eel i ngs.  

The preservat i on of  ol d communi t y t i es,  however ,  of f ered cer -

tai n advant ages whi ch made any compl et e depar t ure f r om i t  i mpract i -

cabl e.  I n havi ng per sonal  f avor s done,  f or i nst ance,  ol d f r i end-

shi p connect i ons of f ered compet i t i ve advant age i n recei vi ng ear l y 

at t ent i on t o hi s pr obl em.  At t he t i me t he W. R. A.  pr oposal  to t rans-

f er some of  t he doct or s was bei ng ai r ed,  An I ssei  i n prot est i ng t he 

t ransf er of  Dr .  Harada of  Sacrament o st at ed:  

Dr .  Harada i s one whom we have known i n our mi dst f or a 
l ong t i me,  and we have al ways l oved /hi m f r om the bot t om of  our 
hear t s.  He i s one whom we t r ust and l ove as one of  our own 
sons,  and not hi ng woul d gr i eve us more t han t o seem hi m t rans-
f er r ed.  As you know,  most si cknesses are si cknesses of  t he mi nd 
pr i mar i l y,  and si cknesses of  t he body onl y secondar i l y.  For 
t he t reat ment of  such ai l ment ,  one r equi r es a doct or who has 
l ong been our f r i end and whom we can t rust . 2/  

1/  Hi sat omi  Not es,  August 17,  1942.  

2/  Mi yamot o Not es,  Oct ober 23,  1942.  
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D.  RURAL -  URBAN DI FFERENCES 

Ext ernal  di f f erences bet ween the urban and rural  peopl e at 

Tul e Lake wer e di f f i cul t  to di st i ngui sh,  f or gi ven t he same condi -

t i ons of  l i f e bot h groups adapt ed t hemsel ves to cent er condi t i ons 

i n muc|r t he same way,  and because of  t he cl ose cont act s wi t hi n the 

cent er c6mmuni t y i t  appeared t hat t here was sel dom any di st i nct i on 

made bet ween t he peopl e of  ur ban and of  r ur al  backgrounds i n t he 

i nt erpersonal  rel at i ons f or med.  The one group at t he proj ect com-

posed overwhel mi ngl y of  t hose f r om a f armi ng background wer e the men 

empl oyed on t he proj ect f ar m,  a group di st i ngui shabl e by t hei r at -

t i r e and t hei r weat hered ski n. l /  Conver sel y,  t hose empl oyed i n t he 

admi ni st r at i ve of f i ces wer e l argel y f r om urban backgrounds or had 

at t ended urban school s,  and t hey t oo wer e somewhat di st i ngui shabl e 

as a "whi t e- col l ar " group al t hough most resi dent s of  t hem general l y 

wor e very i nf ormal  cl ot hi ng.  Ext ernal s,  however ,  const i t ut ed a poor 

cr i t er i on of  di st i nct i on bet ween t hose of  urban and t hose of  rural  

backgr ounds,  f or i n addi t i on to t he urbani zat i on t hat has wi del y 

i nf l uenced r ur al  peopl e i n Amer i ca t owar ds great er conf ormi t y wi t h 

ci t y- ways,  t he ci r cumst ances at Tul e Lake wer e essent i al l y rural  

and adopt i on of  r ur al  habi t s,  especi al l y of  cl ot hi ng,  was common h 
�...  «.  � i  

among t he ci t y peopl e. Zj  On t he whol e,  rural - urban di st i nct i ons 

wer e of  r el at i ve uni mpor t ance f or per cept i bl e di f f erences wer e di f -

f i cul t  to ascer t ai n and peopl e sel dom ref er red t o such di f f erences.  

1/  Dur i ng t he f arm st r i ke of  August 1942,  two member s of  
t he r esearch staf f  donned wor k cl ot hi ng t o permi t mi ngl i ng among 
t he st r i kers wi t hout occasi oni ng t oo much not i ce.  One of  t he two 
was accust omed to l abor i ng j obs i n canner i es and sawmi l l s,  and on 
t hi s occasi on wor e such cl ot hi ng as he had been accust omed to wear -
i ng at t hese manual  j obs.  However ,  t hei r f r i ends i n t he f arm crew 
l at er made qui t e a . j oke of  t hei r at t empt ed- di sgui se r emarki ng upon 
how easi l y t he t wo men coul d be spot ted among t he f arm wor ker s.  Thi s 
i s f ar f rom cr uci al  evi dence of  t he di f f erences i n appear ance of  t he 
f ar m wor ker s,  but i t  i s suggest i ve of  di f f erences that wer e di f f i -
cul t  f or out si der s to i mi t at e.  

2/  See back of  page.  .  � /  



2/  At a rough est i mat e i t  may "be sai d t hat over 50$ of  t he 
peopl e at Tul e Lake wer e f r om a r ur al  or semi r̂ui âl  backgr ound.  By 
cont rast ,  Mi ni doka was popul at ed over whel mi ngl y by ci t y peopl e f r om 
Por t l and and Seat t l e.  An i mmedi at e i mpress i on-. i n goi ng f r om Tul e 
Lake t o Mi ni doka was a di f f er ence i n t ype of  cl ot hi ng wor n by the 
peopl e at t he t wo cent er s.  Mor e sui t s wer e i n evi dence among t he 
l at t er gr oup,  t he l adi es appeared t o gi ve mor e at t ent i on t o cl ot hi ng,  
and t he young peopl e seemed to copy campus st yl es mor e assi duousl y.  
I n gener al ,  t he Mi ni doka peopl e seemed mor e "dressed up" t han t he 
Tul e Lake r esi dent s.  A check among a f ew t r ansf erees f r om Tul e Lake 
pr oduced conf i r mi ng af f i r mat i ons of  t hi s obser vat i on.  I n a gross 
way,  t hen,  t her e may have been di f f er ences i n t he out ward appear ance 
of  ci t y peopl e by cont r ast wi t h r ur al  peopl e at Tul e Lake.  However ,  
i f  such di f f er ences exi st ed,  t hey wer e of  such a subt l e char act er 
as to def y anal ysi s.  
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The di f f erences whi ch wer e al l eged t o exi st wer e l argel y i n 

t he nat ur e of  unt est ed cl ai ms most of  whi ch wer e the subj ect s of  

comment onl y dur i ng t he i ni t i al  per i od of  adj ust ment s.  I n t hose 

bl ocks composed of  bot h ci t y and count ry peopl e,  a common accusa-

t i on dur i ng t he ear l y days was t hat t he count ry women wer e respon-

si bl e f or t he cl oggi ng of  t he f coi l et dr ai ns,  an occasi onal  occur rence 

i n t he women' s t oi l et s at t he t i me.  A ci t y gi r l  was heard to remark:  

Thi s i s t he seoond t i me i n a week t hat one of  t he o- benj o 
( t oi l et )  i n t he women' s si de has become cl ogged.  I  hear t hat 
t he bl ock j ani t or was compl ai ni ng because t he women t hrow t hei r 
"sani t ary pads" i nto t he bowl s and f l ush t hem down t he drai n.  
He says t hat ' s what i s causi ng tj i e t r oubl e.  I  can' t bl ame hi m 
f or compl ai ni ng.  I  t hi nk i t ' s t hese count ry women who are re-
sponsi bl e;  some of  t hem probabl y don' t know t hat you' r e not 
supposed to t hrow t he "pads" i nto f l ush t oi l et s.  Somebody 
ought t o t el l  t hem. l /  

There i s at l east one case on record of  a count ry woman mak-

i ng t he same accusat i on of  ci t y women,  possi bl y i n r et al i at i on f or 

t he more commonl y heard cr i t i ci sms of  t he count ry peopl e.  

K.  (a ci t y gi r l )  was t el l i ng us of  Mr s.  Oakura S. ' s ex-
pl anat i on of  why t he women' s t oi l et s wer e cl ogged�t he ci t y 
gi r l s had put kot ex i n.  "Ci t y peopl e have no mor e sense. " 
I t  sseemed much mor e l i kel y t hat count ry gi r l s accust omed t o 
out houses had done t he tri f ek. 2/  

When t he Tul e Lake f ar m was f i r st bei ng organi zed i n J une 1942,  

t here was an urgent demand f or f arm wor ker s to pl ant 180, 000 wor t h 
of  seeds 

eabteage see414a#*e whi ch we re al ready ar r i vi ng at t he pr oj ect ,  

and the admi ni st rat i on publ i ci zed st rong pl eas f or a t urnout of  

al l  exper i enced f ar mer s to save t hi s i nvest ment .  Consi der i ng t he 

number of  "sof t " j obs avai l abl e on t he pr oj ect at t he t i me,  f arm-

i ng f or a t oken wage of  | 16 a mont h was unat t r act i ve,  and t he pres-

sure upon t hi s par t i cul ar group t o accept t hi s undesi r abl e t ype of  

1/ Mi yamot o Not es,  J une 26,  1942.  

2/  Shi but ani  J our nal ,  J ul y 8,  1942.  
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'  wor k caused some resent ment among the f armi ng peopl e who f el t  t hat 

t hey wer e bei ng hel d responsi bl e f or t he f armi ng proj ect whi l e t he 

ci t y peopl e wer e gener al l y rel i eved of  obl i gat i on.  I n an argument 

over t he quest i on of  vol unt eer i ng f or f ar m wor k,  one Ki bei  answered 

an I ssei  who was ur gi ng cooperat i on wi t h t he government :  

We f armed f or t hi r t y year s and wer e upr oot ed.  You ci t y 
peopl e don' t under st nad.  We are i n a t er r i bl e si t uat i on and 
at t he mer cy of  t he di r t y ket ol l /  

Whi l e no concl usi ve argument can be made on t he poi nt ,  t here 

i s some evi dence t hat t he f armers wer e more embi t t ered over t he l oss 

of  t hei r f ar ms than t he ci t y peopl e wer e over t he l oss of  t hei r 

busi nesses.  Thi s condi t i on,  i f  i t  wer e t r ue,  mi ght be at t r i but ed 

to t he conservat i ve out l ook of  t he f armi ng cl ass,  but t here have 

been of f er ed economi c r easons why t he evacuat i on was a more severe 

bl ow to t he f armers t han t o t he ci t y mer chant s.  Dur i ng t he regi s-

t rat i on t he rural  peopl e of  War d 5,  most l y f r om Pl acer Count y,  prov-

ed t o be among t he st rongest opposi t i oni st s;  an ef f or t was made t o 

det er mi ne whet her t her e wer e any speci al  economi c l osses r esul t i ng 

f rom t he evacuat i on t o t hese peopl e whi ch made t hem par t i cul ar l y 

embi t t er ed.  

Mi ke Mastfda,  who came f r om Aubur n ( Pl acer Count y) ,  was 
asked whet her i t  was t rue t hat peopl e f r om Pl acer . Count y wer e 
uncooperat i ve dur i ng t he r egi st r at i on because t hey had j ust 
bought t hei r f ar ms and l ost al l  of  i t  dur i ng evacuat i on.  Mi ke 
sai d t hat i t  was par t l y t r ue.  Fr ui t  r anches wer e not payi ng 
and many Caucasi ans f ound i t  i mpossi bl e t o keep t hei r r anches.  
Many J apanese consequent l y bought t hese r anches,  payi ng at 
l east several  t housands of  dol l ar s f or t hem.  Si nce most of  
t hese J apanese f armers di d not have any ext ra money,  t hey 
had t o make payment s every year on t he f ar m t hey bought .  Al so,  
t hey had t o buy equi pment t o t ake care of  t he f ar m.  Conse-
quent l y,  when t he "evacuat i on came al ong t hey wer e caught wi t h 
t hei r f arm and eoui pment onl y par t l y pai d f or ,  and whi ch t hey 
subsequent l y l ost because t hey coul d not cont i nue to make pay-
ment s.  2/  

1/  Shi but ani  J our nal ,  J une 27,  1942.  

2/  Sakoda J our nal ,  Apr i l  4,  194S.  
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The f oregoi ng r epor t i s subst ant i at ed by ot her s who have t ol d 

of  l osses t o t he Pl acer Count y f ar mer s because of  t hei r r el at i vel y 

l ate st ar t i n t he f armi ng of  t hat ar ea,  t he damage t o f rui t  or char ds 

because of  poor care by t he Caucasi an f armers to whom t hey wer e 

l eased,  and the i nst ances of  "swi ndl i ng" by t he l essees who had 

assumed cont r ol  of  t he evacuee f ar ms.  However ,  f ar mer s f rom ot her 

areas have al so cl ai med speci al  di f f i cul t i es as a resul t of  evacua-

t i on,  as i n t he r emarks of  a young f armer f r om t he Pugfet Sound t ruck 

f armi ng r egi on.  

The t roubl e was t hat t he evacuat i on or der s di dn' t come 
out unt i l  March of  1942 and even i n Apr i l  and May t here was 
st i l l  some t al k t hat f armers woul d not be evacuat ed at l east 
unt i l  t he f armi ng season was over .  Wewwer en' t sure t hat we 
shoul d go ahead wi t h t he pl ant i ng but t he Gover nment t ol d us 
t o go ahead and t hat we woul d be repai d f or t he cost s,  so a 
l ot of  t he f ar mer s di d st ar t t hei r pl ant i ng.  I  bel i eve most 
of  t he f armers had the F. S. A.  handl e t he t r ansact i ons f or cl sb-
i ng deal s,  and most of  t hem came out al l  r i ght ,  but ,  even so,  
t her e wer e some f armers who got r ooked.  Ther e wer e al so some 
f ar mer s who f ormed agreement s wi t h Caucasi an f r i ends or wi t h 
f ar m cor por at i ons,  but t hey l at er sl i d out f r om under t hose 
agr eement s when t hey cl ai med t hey coul dn' t get f ar m l abor or 
f or ot her r easons.  

The t hi ng i s,  f ami ng i s a seasonal  occupat i on and t he 
f armer i s best of f  i n t he f al l  r i ght af t er harvest i ng and he' s 
t he poor est i n t he spr i ng when he' s put t i ng hi s savi ngs i nto 
t he f ar m.  I f  t he evacuat i on had come i n t he f al l  i nstead of  
i n t he spr i ng,  i t  woul d have made qui t e a di f f er ence to t he 
f ar mer s.  As you know,  f armers have t o do busi ness on credi t ;  
t hey get l oans t o buy seeds,  f er t i l i zer s and l abor ,  and t hen 
pay" of f  i n t he wi nt er af t er t he har vest .  On our f ar m,  we had 
al r eady star ted t o prepare f or t he comi ng season,  but by t he 
t i me we pai d of f  al l  our debt s because of  evacuat i on,  we had 
har dl y anythi ng l ef t .  We had been maki ng i nvest ment s on the 
f ar m,  addi ng new equi pment ,  f i xi ng up t he sheds,  and so on,  
whi ch woul d have pai d good di vi dends i f  we' d been al l owed t o 
st ay,  but whi l e al l  t hat cost money,  i t  har dl y amount ed t o any-
t hi ng when i t  came t i me to sel l  out .  Farmi ng i s a gambl e.  Or -
di nar i l y you don' t make much,  j ust enough t o get al ong,  and 
you wor k and wai t f or a coupl e of  good year s when pr i ces are 
up t o make some savi ngs and pay of f  al l  t he debt s.  My f at her 
worked hard bui l di ng up t he f ar m,  end j ust when i t  seemed t he 
f ar m woul d begi n t o pay of f ,  t he evacuat i on came al ong and 
wr ecked our chances. 1/  

1/  Mi yamot o Not es,  Sept ember 19,  1945.  
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The l osses of  t he ci t y busi ness men and prof essi onal s have al so 

been gr eat ,  especi al l y among t hose whose t rade depended upon t he 

cont i nued exi st ence of  J apanese cogmi uni t i es.  But per haps because 

of  t he f armers* cl oser i dent i t y wi t h t hei r pr oper t y,  t he soi l  whi ch 

t hey had caref ul l y husbanded over t he year s,  t here was a f eel i ng 

among t he uproot ed f ar mer s t hat ,  "You ci t y peopl e don' t underst and. " 

I n t he or i gi nal  pol i cy of  t he W. R. A. ,  i t  had been hoped t hat 

f armi ng mi ght be made a maj or source of  i ncome to t he pr oj ect ,  and 

t here wer e even schemes suggested f or a di st r i but i on of  t he pr of i t s 

f rom evacuee pr oduct i on.  Had t hese pl ans been car r i ed out and had 

f armi ng become t he chi ef  source of  prof i t - maki ng to t he evacuees,  

i t  i s possi bl e t hat t he f armi ng cl ass at t he cent er mi ght have gai ned 

speci al  st at us at t he pr oj ect .  But t he f armers wer e not ,  i n f act ,  

a f avored gr oup,  and t her e wer e reasons f or t hem to f eel  rather 

t hat t hey wer e not adequat el y compensat ed f or t he wor k t hey di d.  

Some of  t he chi ef  compl ai nt s of  the f ar m st r i ke of  August 1942 wer e 

t hat the f ar mer s were not f ed enough f or t he ki nd of  wor k t hey di d,  '  

t hey wer e wer e not onl y wear i ng out t hei r own cl ot hes but wer e hav-
worki ng 

i ng t o wash t hem af t er I nsxHg/ i n t he except i onal l y dust y soi l  al l  day,  
# 

and whi l e t hei r wage payment s wer e del ayed,  t hey wer e spendi ng t hei r 

own savi ngs to pay f or shoe r epai r s and new wor k cl ot f oi ng.  On t he 

whol e t he of f i ce j obs wer e pref er r ed posi t i ons and wer e on the aver -

age compensat ed bet t er t han the f ar m wor ker s,  but t he pr of essi onal ,  

admi ni st r at i ve and even cl er i cal  posi t i ons wer e l argel y hel d by 

peopl e of  urban backgr ound,  
di d 

Nor/ feftxg t he women of  f armi ng background acqui re f avored status 

by t hei r gr eat er capaci t y f or wor k.  I n one of  t he bl ocks wi t h mi x-
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ed resi dent s of  bot h urban and r ur al  backgr ound,  i t  was not ed t hat 
I s se i  

more/ women f r om t he count r y worked i n t he mcoo hal  wer e empl oyed at 

gai nf ul  occupat i on than wer e t he ci t y women.  An I ssei  woman f rom 

t he ci t y sai d:  
Mr s.  Nakamur a and t he ot her women who are f r om t he count ry 

and are worki ng i n t he mess hal l  wer e sayi ng i t  woul dn' t be 
necessar y f or us ci t y women t o wor k because t hey woul d t ake 
care of  t he t asks.  They wer e accust omed to wor ki ng,  t hey sai d,  
and onl y became t i red st ayi ng at home.  What t hey meant was 
t hat wex ci t y women don' t know how to wor k as t hey do.  I  i mow 
t hat i s what t hey are t hi nki ng.  The count ry women t hi nk we are 
"sof t " and too much i nterested i n "soci et y" l i f e.  But I  not i ce 
t hat whenever t hey want some group f unct i on of  t he bl ock women 
car r i ed out ,  t hey cal l  upon one of  t he ci t y women to do i t . l /  

The I ssei  women who wor ked wer e l ar gel y empl oyed as di shwasher s,  

l aundresses,  packi ng- shed wor ker s,  wai t r esses,  craf t i nst ruct ors i n 

adul t educat i on,  cooks hel ps,  and j ani t r esses at t he hospi t al .  Wi t h 

t he except i on of  t he craf t i nst ruct or s,  none of  t hese posi t i ons added 

to t he soci al  prest i ge of  t he wor ker s.
#
 At l east dur i ng t he f i r st I ssei  

year at Tul e Lake,  t her e wer e more/ women f r om r ur al  backgrounds 

empl oyed t han t hose f r om t he ci t i es.  

Whi l e t he physi cal  condi t i ons at t he r el ocat i on cent er wer e .  

pr i mar i l y r ur al ,  t he organi zat i onal  act i vi t i es of  a communi t y of  

15, 000 pl aced a pr emi um upon capabi l i t i es of  t he ki nd acqui r ed un-

der ur ban ci r cumst ances.  For exampl e,  of  t he seven men el ect ed t o 

the Pl anni ng Board Di r ect or shi p,  f i ve were f r om an urban background 

and onl y t wo f r om a r ur al ,  a di spropor t i onat el y heavy represent at i on 

of  t he ci t y peopl e.  Whi l e t he background of  t he counci l men have 

not been anal yzed,  t he st rongest l eadershi p i n t he Counci l  wer e 

l argel y f r om t hose of  urban backgr ound or who had recei ved col l ege 

1/  Mi yamot o Not es,  November 3,  1942 
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t rai ni ng i n urban ar eas.  I n one bl ock popul at ed al most equal l y by 

bot h r ur al  and urban peopl e,  bl ock l eadershi p came l argel y f r om 

t he urban peopl e and every el ect ed or appoi nt ed of f i ce of  t he bl ock,  

i ncl udi ng the counci l man,  pl anni ng board r epr esent at i ve,  and t he 

bl ock manager ,  was hel d by per sons f r om t he ci t i es.  I n an el ect i on 

of  t he Co- op represent at i ve i n t hi s bl ock,  when a count ry person 

was nomi nat ed f or t he of f i ce,  t he reason Ctf fered f or decl i ni ng the 

nomi nat i on was:  

" I  and ot her s of  my gr oup are most l y f r om t he f arm and 
are i nexper i enced i n mat t er s of  t hi s ki nd.  I  t hi nk i t  woul d 
be bet t er to el ect per sons f r om t he ci t y who had had exper i ence 
i n organi zat i onal  work. l /  

On t he whol e,  t her e was an at t i t ude of  super i or i t y at t ached 

to t he f act of  havi ng come f rom a l arge ci t y or i t s subur b.  Resi -

dence i n Sacrament o was presumed to be i nt r i nsi cal l y super i or t o 

r esi dence i n Wi l nut Gr ove;  l i kewi se,  resi dence i n Seat t l e was con-

si dered super i or t o r esi dence i n Tacoma.  

A gi r l  was asked where she came f rom and she repl i ed t hat 
she was f r om Sacr ament o.  Lat er a Sacrament o gi r l  who had been 
i n t he group when the f i r st gi r l  was asked her pl ace of  or i gi n,  
comment ed,  "Mary i sn' t  a Sacrament o gi r l .  Her f at her had a 
smal l  f arm about t hi r t y mi l es out si de t he ci t y,  and I  don' t 
t hi nk she ever l i ved i n t he ci t y,  al t hough I  know t wo of  her 
ol der si st ers wer e worki ng i n Sacr ament o.  I  don' t see why 
she shoul d t r y to hi de the f act t hat she' s not f r om Sacrament o;  
she coul d j ust as wel l  have sai d t hat she' s f r om B ,  
whi ch i s act ual l y wher e she' s f rom. 2/  

Each gr oup,  of  cour se,  t ended to def end i t s communi t y and i t s 

way of  l i f e,  and cl ai ms were made f or t he ci t y peopl e or t he count ry 

peopl e t he val i di t y of  whi ch coul d not have been easi l y t est ed.  

The count ry peopl e had poor t abl e manner s at t he mess hal l  unl i ke 

t he ci t y peopl e,  t he ci t y peopl e compl ai ned mor e about t he f ood than 

t he count ry peopl e,  t he count ry peopl e wer e sl ow i n underst andi ng-

admi ni st r at i ve r egul at i ons such wer e the cl ai ms.  But apar t f r om 

1/  Mi yamot o Not es, .  August 21,  1942.  

2/  Mi yamot o Not es,  November 12,  1942.  
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such speci f i c cl ai ms whi ch coul d not have been easi l y proved or di s-

pr oved,  popul ar concept i ons of  t he r el at i ve super i or i t y of  urban 

or rural  backgrounds gener al l y t ended t o f ol l ow t he pat t ern of  t he 

l arger soci et y on t he out si de.  Among t he young peopl e t he Val ues 

whi ch wer e st ressed wer e abi l i t y i n spor t s,  exper t ness i n danci ng,  

educat i onal  backgr ound,  speci f i c t al ent s,  and poi se i n soci al  rel a-

t i ons.  Among t he ol der peopl e t he val ues emphasi zed wer e economi c 

and pol i t i cal  acumen,  adherence t o cor rect J apanese convent i ons,  

and gener al  soci al  accept abi l i t y.  The urban peopl e and those f r om 

t he count ry wi t h exper i ence i n ci t y l i f e on the whol e enj oyed a .  

super i or st at us on t he basi s of  t hese st andards.  

Soci al  Cl asses i n a Cent er Communi t y 

Speci al  di f f i cul t i es ar e i nvol ved i n di st i ngui shi ng t he soci al  

cl asses of  a cent er communi t y,  f or t he rel ocat i on cent er was not 

onl y a f r ont i er communi t y i n t he sense of  i t s newness and rel at i ve 

l ack of  t r adi t i on,  but i t  was al so a communi st i c soci et y,  pl aci ng 

uni f or m r est r i ct i ons on al l  t he peopl e,  i nsof ar as i t s organi zat i onal  

pl an was concer ned.  Under t he ci r cumst ance,  i t  seems mor e appro-

pr i at e t o ref er t o cl ass aspi rat i ons i n t he cent er communi t y t han 

to any def i nabl e and exi st i ng cl ass st r uct ur e,  but because of  t hi s 

nebul ous,  i l l - def i ned cl ass si t uat i on,  i t  i s necessar y t hat we def i ne 

t he t ype of  st r i vi ngs whi ch represent ed cl ass aspi r at i ons.  I t  seems 

l egi t i mat e to say t hat al l  cl ass def i ni t i ons pr esuppose some soci al -

l y def i ned concept i ons of  super i or i t y and i nf er i or i t y among l ar ge 

groupi ngs of  peopl e.  As t o what const i t ut es t he condi t i ons of  super i -

or i t y or i nf er i or i t y var i es wi del y wi t h t he doct r i nes hel d,  but i n 
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al l  t he doct r i nes t her e i s agreement t hat t he "super i or " cl asses 

have readi er access t o cer t ai n desi red val ues of  soci et y.  Agai n,  

t here i s much di sagreement as to t he acqui si t i on of  whi ch val ues 

gi ves super i or i t y t o a group of  peopl e.  But as our mi ni mum def i -

ni t i on of  cl ass aspi r at i ons,  we assume t hat peopl e st r i ve f or cer -

t ai n soci al l y def i ned val ues hi ghl y pr i zed i n t hat soci et y hut whi ch 

ar e not accessi bl e t o al l  t he peopl e;  and par t of  our pr obl em,  wi t h 

r ef er ence t o soci al  cl asses i n t he cent er communi ty
1

* i s to def i ne 

t he val ues sought by t he evacuees of  the communi t y.  

The obj ect s of  cl ass aspi r at i on at t he cent er wer e i nevi t abl y 

i nf l uenced by t he cl ass i deal s of  the l arger soci et y f r om whi ch the 

evacuees had been so recent l y i sol at ed:  weal t h,  power ,  mat er i al  com-

f or t s,  and t hei r f undament al  accompani ment ,  regard f r om ot her s and 

accept abi l i t y i n t he most excl usi ve gr oups.  The condi t i ons of  the 

rel ocat i on cent er ,  however ,  wer e ent r i el y unf avorabl e to t he devel -

opment of  cl ass di f f er ences.  Because of  t he uni f or mi t y of  housi ng,  

wages,  meal s,  pr i vi l eges,  educat i on,  medi cal  car e,  and al l  ot her 

communi t y pr ovi si ons,  t he ext er nal  symbol s of  upper - cl ass st at us 

had l i t t l e possi bi l i t y of  expr essi on.  There wer e no r esi dences 

super i ro to ot her s,  and no segregat ed di st r i ct s of  t he weal t hy or 

t he poor .  There wer e no shops or pl aces of  ent er t ai nment f or speci al  

cl asses of  peopl e.  Everyone at e t he same meal s at t he mess hal l ,  

al t hough a f ew of  t he weal t hi er f ami l i es suppl ement ed t he mess hal l  

f ood wi t h meal s at home.  No evacuee was permi t t ed to have hi s own 

car on the pr oj ect .  The uni f or mi t y of  wages i mposed a consi derabl e 

r est r i ct i on upon t he devel opment of  cl ass di f f er ences,  but moreY p̂or t -

ant was t he f act t hat everyone was an empl oyee of  t he W. R. A.  and 
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no evacuee coul d become a member of  t he "empl oyi ng" cl ass» The re-

sul t was a t endency t oward t he l evel l i ng of  al l  evacuee soci al  st at us,  

and of  i mpressi ng upon evacuee consci ousness,  r at her ,  t he cont rast 

of  cl ass posi t i on bet ween t hemsel ves and t hose out si de t he cent er s.  

The di f f i cul t i es of  cl ass def i ni t i on at Tul e Lake wer e al so t he 

resul t of  a rel at i ve absence of  cl ear cl ass di vi si ons i n t he J apanese 

communi t i e ŝ even bef ore t he war ;  t hat i s,  cl ass di st i nct i ons wer e 

not t ot al l y l acki ng but t here had been nei t her t he t i me nori g t he 

condi t i ons f or def i ni t e cl ass l i nes t o cr yst al l i ze.  On the whol e,  

t he J apanese i n Amer i ca have been pr of oundl y mi ddl e cl ass i n t hei r 

economi c i nt erest s and soci al - pol i t i cal  ai ms.  The occupat i onal  een-

sus of  1940 i ndi cates t hat t he J apanese wer e t o a l arge extent 

i nvol ved i n propr i et or shi p or managershi p of  t hei r own busi nesses 

and f arms,  ot her s servi ng as cl er i cal s or l aborer s under t he J apan-

ese pr opr i et or s,  and a smal l  mi nor i t y i n per sonal  ser vi ces.  Many 

of  t he pr i vat e ent er pr i se  ̂ wer e f ami l y operat ed and t here was l i t t l e 

room f or t he devel opment of  a di st i nct i on bet ween empl oyer and em-

pl oyee.  Even among the i abor i ng and cl er i cal  groups wor ki ng f or 

ot her J apanese,  t here was i mposed upon t hem a ki nd of  f ami l y concep-

t i on,  of  t he empl oyer as a ki nd of  benevol ent pat r i ar ch.  Hence,  un-

l i ke t he peopl e of  t he Uni t ed St at es as a whol e,  t her e has been ver y 

l i t t l e gr owt h of  a wor ki ng- cl ass consci ousness,  and t he pr i mary i m-

pul se has been t owards mai nt ai ni ng exi st i ng ent erpr i ses or of  acqui r -

i ng a pr i vat e ent erpr i se of  one' s own.  The nat ure of  t hi s i deol ogy 

i s wel l  i l l ust rat ed i n t he wi despread i ndi f f erence and di st rust of  

uni oni zat i on charact er i st i c of  t he bul k of  J apanese popul at i on even 

i n r ecent year s,  and t he accept ance of  a f ew l abor uni ons onl y i n 
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a f ew ci t y t r ades and i ndust r i es.  

No f undament al  al t erat i on of  thi s i deol ogy resul t ed as a conse-

quence of  t hei r evacuat i on and t he change of  t hei r economi c ci rcum-

st ances.  The hope of  most I ssei  was t hat ,  af t er t he war ,  t hey mi ght 

ret urn t o t hei r f ormer posi t i ons i n t he Paci f i c Coast economy as 

f arm oper at or s or as smal l  ent repreneurs i n t he ci t i es.  The Ni sei ,  

al t hough l ess sure of  t hei r f ut ur e,  pi ct ured i t  i n t erms of  prof es-

si ons or t he oper at i on of  f armsE and ret ai l  t r ades f ol l owi ng t hei r 

par ent s.  Much of  t hei r embi t t erment over t he l osses of  evacuat i on 

wer e rel at ed t o t he l oss of  t hei r pr i vat e proper t y and ent erpr i ses,  

and t he f ear t hat - t hey coul d not be reconst i t ut ed af t er t he war .  

Fr equent ref erences to proper t y and busi ness i ndi cat e t he cl ose i den-

t i t y of  t he evacuees
1

 l i f e goal s t o t hese obj ect s,  and the di srup-

t i on of  t hei r pur sui t whi ch was caused by t he evacuat i on.  Dur i ng 

t he r egi st r at i on,  quest i ons concerni ng t he possi bi l i t y of  a ret urn 

t o t he pre- evacuat i on ci r cumst ances wer e f r equent .  

Mr .  Chai rman,  I *d l i ke to say a f ew t hi ngs.  The evacuat i on 
has pl aced t he peopl e i n a very di f f i cul t  posi t i on.  We have 
al l  had to gi ve up homes i n whi ch we l i ved f or many year s.  We 
have gi ven up f arms whi ch our f at hers wor ked and i mpr oved,  
somet i mes over a per i od of  t went y or t hi r t y year s.  Some of  
us have gi ven up proper t y whi ch was val ued at t housands of  dol -
l ar s,  and of t en at t r emendous l osses.  We have done al l  t hi s 
wi t hout compl ai ni ng because we f el t  t hat by evacuat i ng qui et l y 
we mi ght cooperat e i n t he war ef f or t .  Now we want t o ask t he 
Government and the WRA to st and behi nd us.  Won' t you hel p us 
t ry to regai n some of  t hose t hi ngs whi ch we have l ost ? We have 
gi ven our l oyal t y to t he Uni t ed St at es;  but i f  we ar e prohi bi t ed 
f rom get t i ng*t hose t hi ngs whi ch we are aski ng f or ,  we can' t put 
our hear t s i nto f i ght i ng f or t hi s count r y.  We f i ght because 
we want to go back to our homes.  Mr .  Cover l ey,  i f  you woul d 
t ry to hel p us,  I  am sure t he peopl e woul d be back of  you one 
hundred percent on anyt hi ng you say.  Don' t di scr i mi nat e agai nst 
us,  but pr ess t hi s poi nt t i me and agai n.  ( Loud» appl ause) 1/  

An I ssei  who owned and operat ed a Ret ai l  merchani dse st ore i n 

1/  Mi yamot o Not es,  Feb.  15,  1945.  
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Seat t l e bef or e t he war i nqui red:  

One quest i on whi ch I  shoul d l i ke to ask i s,  what does t he 
st at ement mean when t he Governemf ent decl ares:  " . . . ways shal l  
be f ound to r est or e you as qui ckl y as may be to your nor mal  and 
r i ght f ul  share i n t he present l i f e and wor k of  t he peopl e of  
t he Uni t ed St at es. " ( Tul ean Di spat dh,  Feb.  10) .  Does t hat 
means t hat t he I ssei  and Ni se shal l  be permi t t ed t o ret urn t o 
t hei r ol d homes and busi nesses and car ry on under normal  ci r -
cumst ances? I f  t hat i s what i s meant by "a ret urn to nor mal  
l i f e" t hen perhaps we mi ght si gn our al l egi ance t o t he Uni t ed 
St at es. l /  

One of  t he commonest ref rai ns i n t he argument s of  t he I ssei  was 

t hei r r ef er ence to t he year s of  st r uggl e t o bui l d up t hei r economy,  

an i dea t hat ref l ected t hei r cl ose i dent i t y wi t h t he obj ect i ve of  

ent renchi ng t hemsel ves i n t he i ndependent status of  a mi ddl e cl ass 

ent repreneur .  The same poi nt of  vi ww was present ed by t he peopl e 

who,  dur i ng t he r egi st r at i on,  expressed t hei r i nt ent i on of  ret urn-

i ng to J apan.  Some decl ared t hey woul d go t o J apan and st ar t f arms 

or busi nesses;  more f r equent l y t he i ntent was expressed of  expl oi t -

i ng t he conquered t er r i t or i es of  t he Great er Asi a spher e.  
� 

There i s no f ut ur e f or t he J apanese i n t hi s count r y.  I  
t hi nk we shoul d turn our at t ent i on t owards t he conquered t er r i -
t or i es on the Asi at i c mai nl and,  and some of  t he i sl ands i n t he 
Sout h Paci f i c.  I n al l  of  t hat t er r i t or y,  t her e i s bound to be 
a t remendous economi c r econst ruct i on âf t er t he war ;  you can' t 
mi ss on an oppor t uni t y l i ke t hat .  The whol e area i s scarcel y 
i ndust r i al i zed,  but t hat i s what J apan wi l l  accompl i sh f or 
t hose t er r i t or i es.  For a successf ul  economy you need two t hi ngs,  
r aw mat er i al s and peopl e,  t he l at t er t o pr ovi de bot h l abor and 
a mar ket .  Bot h are al ready t her e,  i n J ava,  t he Mal ays,  French-
I ndo Chi na,  and the J apanese wi l l  br i ng i n t he organi zat i on to 
ut i l i ze what i s al r eady t here. 2/  

Dur i ng an 0ui , i i  ( f or t une t el l i ng) craze at Tul e Lake,  t wo gi r l s,  

si st ers of  a r at her conservat i ve f ami l y whose f at her had operat ed a 

r est aurant bef ore t he war ,  t ol d of  t he f uture Oui . i i  had out l i ned f or 

t hei r f ami l y.  

1/  Mi yamot o NOt es,  Feb.  15,  194S 

2/  Mi yamot o Not es,  Feb.  15,  1943 
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Anot her t hi ng we asked Oui j i  was about our f ami l y t akara 
( t r easur e) .  My mot her says i t s be§ n l ost f or a l ong t i me.  We 
f ound out t hat t he t r easure i s bur i ed t hree f eet f r om t he wal l  
( on t he f ami l y l and i n J apan) ,  and we even f ound out how deep 
i t  i s.  I t ' s t wo f eet deep.  So we' re goi ng to be r i ch.  We ask-
ed Oui j i  where we are goi ng af t er t he war ,  and i t  sai d we wer e 
goi ng to Si ngapore and stay f i f t een year s t o make more money.  
Then we' r e comi ng back to t he Uni t ed St at es.  Ahyway,  we' r e 
goi ng to J apan f i r st af t er t he war . l /  

Ther e. i s,  of  cour se,  not hi ng speci al l y mi ddl e- cl ass i n t he at -

t i t udes expressed,  except t hat t hese Ni sei  gi r l s ref l ected t he acut e 

i nt erest i n t he amassi ng of  weal t h whi ch has t ended to charact er i ze 

t he i mmi grant J apanese.  An educat ed I ssei  f r om an upper - cl ass f a-

mi l y of  J apan,  who l ooked somewhat cr i t i cal l y upon t he f el l ow i mmi -

grant J apanese but had wi de busi ness cont act s wi t h t hem pr i or to 

evacuat i on,  i s st at ed to have comment ed as f ol l ows dur i ng t he per i od 

of  st r i kes i n t he f al l  of  1942.  

He sai d t hat t he basi c at t i t udes of  t he I ssei  wer e unchang-
ed.  He sai d t hat any changes wer e onl y camouf l age f or the r eal  
acqui si t i ve at t i t udes t hat have al ways been pr esent .  He sai d 
t hat t he I ssei  came here t o make money and t hey st i l l  have a 
l ust f or money.  ( I n ot her wor t s,  i f  t he I ssei  wer e permi t t ed 
t o make money at t he pr oj ect ,  t here woul d be no compl ai nt s) /̂  

Hi st or i cal l y,  t he J apanese i mmi grant s l ooked upon pr i vat e enter -

pr i se as t he best and qui ckest met hod of  amassi ng weal t h,  and t he 

bul k of  t hose worki ng as l aborer s and hi red hands t hought of  t hi s as 

a t emporary means t o achi eve suf f i ci ent capi t al  f or t he openi ng of  

one' s own busi ness.  I f  t hei r " l ust f or money" had not changed,  t hei r 

i deas on how t hei r i ncomes at t he proj ect mi ght be i ncreased f ol l ow-

ed t he cust omary pat t er n.  A f r equent l y made suggest i on was t hat 

t he W. R. A.  f ar m l and,  i nstead of  bei ng managed by t he agency,  be 

l eased out t o i ndi vi dual  f armers under a t enant f arm basi s,  or be 

1/  Mi yamot o Not es,  Nov.  4,  1942.  

2/  Shi but ani  J our nal ,  Oct ober 12,  1942.  
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organi zed i nto a pr oducer s cooperat i ve. ! . /  

A more di r ect consequence of  t hei r mi ddl e cl ass background f ras 

t he unf ami l i ar i t y of  t he evacuees wi t h pl ans and programs of  wor ker s'  

or gani zat i ons.  I n t he st r i kes and sl ow- downs whi ch occur red at t he 

pr oj ect ,  f ew i f  any wer e or gani zed.  They wer e rat her spont aneous 

erupt i ons i n r esponse to gi ven condi t i ons or t o t he suggest i ons &f  

a f ew l eader s.  The meet i ngs of  st r i kess wer e charact er i zed by an 

i gnorance of  organi zat i onal  prodedures;  t her e seemed onl y t he desi r e 

to vent basi c di ssat i sf act i ons wi t hout an underst andi ng of  how to 

est abl i sh t he machi nery f or ef f ect i vel y r emovi ng the di ssat i sf act i ons.  

Bot h Mr .  Shi r r el l  and Mr .  Cover l ey compl ai ned t hat t hey di d not un-

der st and what t he evacuees wer e demandi ng when t hey st ruck or re-

bel l ed,  but t he i nabi l i t y of  the admi ni st rat i on to cope wi t h t he 

wor ker s'  r ebel l i ons was of t en the consequence of  an absence of  any 

organi zat i on among t he wor ker s to represent t hei r gr i evances to t he 

admi ni st r at i on.  The one wor k gr oup t hat had anyt hi ng l i ke a sat i s-
wor k er s'  

f a c t o r y c o mmi t t e e was t he Mess Hal l  Commi t t ee headed by Ki nt ar o 

Takeda,  who  ̂ showed a t al ent f or such or gani zi ng,  but most of  t he 

wor k corps uni t s l acked t he organi zat i onal  l eadershi p t o have t hei r 

demands ef f ect i vel y present ed t o t he admi ni st r at i on.  

The uni ver sal  empl oyee status of  t he evacuees di d gi ve r i se to 

an el ement ary basi s of  a wor ker s'  i deol ogy,  as t hei r use of  t he st r i ke 

as a prot est measure showed.  Dur i ng t he f ar m st r i ke,  one f armer was 

overheard t el l i ng ot her s of  a pl an st ar t ed by one of  hi s yout hf ul  

f r i ends to have a C. I . 0.  uni on at t he pr oj ect ,  t o whi ch the evacuees 

nodded wi t h approval . 1/  But no uni on organi zat i on was ever est abl i sh-

ed at t he pr oj ect ,  and t he general  react i on of  t he evacuees to a sug-

1/  Mi yamot o Not es,  " I ssei  Meet i ng",  Nov.  5,  1942.  
2/  Mi yamot o Not es,  August 16,  1942.  
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gest i ng of  i dent i f yi ng t hemsel ves wi t h t he C. I . O.  was one of  al ar m 

and di sappr oval .  

Whi l e mi ddl e cl ass at t i t udes wer e pr edomi nant ,  t he peopl e i n 

t he pre- ¥vacuat i on communi t i es wer e not whol l y undi f f er ent i at ed,  and 

the cl ass di st i nct i ons f ormed i n t he past had some car ry- over i nto 

t he cent er communi t y.  The bul k of  peopl e i n t hi s cent er came f r om 

Sacr ament o,  Pl acer Count y,  Whi t e Ri ver Val l ey i n Washi ngt on,  and 

Hood Ri ver i n Or egon.  Several  ot her l arge communi t i es wer e represent 

ed.  The evacuees f r equent l y knew a gr eat deal  about t he members of  

t hei r r espect i ve groups] ,  and woul d speak of  t he r el at i ve mer i t s 

of  di f f erent f ami l i es.  "That f ami l y put s on ai r s her e,  but ,  r eal l y,  

t hey wer e not hi ng back home, " i s t he ki nd of  at t i t ude of t en expressed 
v 

Somet i mes t here was recogni t i on of  super i or st at us.  

See t hat wel l - dressed woman st andi ng wi t h a chi l d? She' s 
f r om the ' af t ernoon tea group* i n San Fr anci sco,  but was evacu-
at ed t o Tul e Lake af t er havi ng moved t o t he ' whi t e zone' . 1/  

Gr oup associ at i ons f ormed i n t he past among peopl e of  si mi l ar 

cl ass i nt erest s per si st ed at Tul e Lake.  Wal t er Tsukamot o,  l awyer ,  

Dr .  Geor ge I ki ,  physi ci an and sur geon,  Dr .  Mur amot o,  physi ci an,  » 

Henr y Takeda,  l awyer ,  and Sumi o Mi yamot o,  account ant ,  wer e among 

t hose whoi |  f ormed what mi ght be càl l ed t he upper crust of  Ni sei  so-

ci et y i n Sacrament o cont i nued t hei r rel at i ons at t he pr oj ect .  To 

the ext ent t hat t hey exi st ed,  t he upper cl ass of  Ni sei  soci et y was 

const i t ut ed pr i nci pal l y of  col l ege Kiarcr al umni ,  usual l y i n t he pro-

f essi ons or busi ness who had achi eved some economi c success,  pl ayed 

gol f ,  t enni s,  poker or cont ract br i dge i n t hei r own gr oups,  and had 

mut ual  f r i ends among wel l  est abl i shed Caucasi an and I ssei  gr oups.  
i -

1/  Mi yamot o Not es,  Oct .  31,  1942.  
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Fami l i es wer e somet i mes poi nt ed out as havi ng amassed a l arge 

f or t une i n t hei r ent erpr i ses pr i or t o t he war ,  and t he f act t hat a 

di st i nct i on was made of  t hose wi t h weal t h woul d seem to i ndi cat e 

t hat economi c means was an el ement of  cl ass di f f er ent i at i on.  Espe-

ci al l y was t hi s t r ue wher e weal t h had l ed t o vi si bl e si gns of  power ,  

es i n t he case of  a f armer who owned l arge acr eages of  l and and em-

pl oyed a l arge number of  J apanese wor ker s dur i ng t he har vest i ng sea-

son.  But a f or t une of  i t sel f  was not a si gni f i cant f act or i s soci al  

st at us,  f or t her e wer e many f ami l i es who wer e al &gged to be weal t hy 

but who wer e ot her wi se undi st i ngui shed and r ecei ved no speci al  recog-

ni t i on f r om t he peopl e.  

J ack' s f ol ks have a l ot of  money al l  r i ght .  They had a 
bi g f aum near G-  .  Hi s f at her i s t he gambl i ng t ype when 
i t  comes to f ar mi ng,  r i sks everyt hi ng on some si ngl e cr op,  but 
he' s al ways seemed t o be l ucky and he' s hi t  i t  of f  pr et t y wel l .  
But J ack' s ol d man never di d comri end much r espect among t he 
peopl e.  To begi n wi t h,  he' s a ki nd of  cour se i ndi vi dual .  On 
t op of  t hat ,  he' s not what you woul d cal l  communi t y mi nded.  
Peopl e v/ho have wor ked f or hi m say t hat you have t o wat ch your 
deal i ngs wi t h hi m car ef ul l y or you' l l  come out on t he shor t 
end.  1/   ̂

But i n a communi t y of  15, 000 peopl e dr awn f r om al l  par t s of  

t he Paci f i c Coast ,  t her e wer e l i mi t s t o t he peopl e' s knowl edge of  

each ot her s backgr ound,  and i n t hi s anonymous si t uat i on t her e wer e 

f r equent ef f or t s to i mpress each ot her wi t h one' s backgr ound.  

Sono was t el l i ng me about t he ki nd of  home she came f r om.  
Fr om what I  gat her ed,  I  had the i mpressi on Sono must have come 
f r om a pr et t y wel l - t o- do f ami l y.  She' s a r at her unusual ĝi r l  
and I  was cur i ous about her so I  asked Mi eko about her si nce 
she came f r om t he same gener al  ar ea.  Mi eko wa  ̂ road when she 
heard t hat Sono had been goi ng around speaki ng of  her f at her s 
pl ace as a l arge dai ry f ar m.  Mi eko t ol d me,  ' I f  you cal l  t wo 
cows,  a dog,  and t wo cat s a. l ar ge dai r y f ar m,  I  don t know what 
t o cal l  t he f arms of  most J apanese. '  Mi eko' s a ver y si ncere 
gi r l x and I ' d never seen her mad bef or e. 2/  

1/  August 10,  1942,  Mi yamot o Not es 
2/  Mi yamot o Not es,  Nov.  7,  1942.  
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Di f f er ent i at i on of  t he soci al  cl asses at Tul e Lake was cer t ai n-

l y not based on a f ew si mpl e rul es such as one' s economi c posi t i on,  

pl ace of  r esi dence,  mat er i al  goods possessed and t he soci al  ci r cl e .  

t o whi ch one was admi t t ed.  I t  depended upon a var i et y of  f act or s'  

none of  whi ch coul d be r eadi l y par aded bef ore t he peopl e t o si gni f y 

one' s cl ass st at us.  Among t he I ssei ,  t he st at us of  t he f ami l y i n 

J apan was wvb&i s&l y one of  t he most i mpor t ant condi t i ons,  and wi t h 

i t  went br eedi ng and a knowl edge of  J apanese cul t ur e,  par t i cul ar l y 

i t s ar t s.  To say t hat a f ami l y came f r om Tokyo was t o i nf er i t s 

super i or i t y over one comi ng f r om a r ur al  and so- cal l ed "backward" 

ar ea such as Kagoshi ma.  Educat i on,  pr evi ous occupat i onal  st at us,  

and soci al  r ecogni t i on of  any ki nd r ecei ved i n t he past wer e f act or s 

cont r i but i ng to one' s statras at Tul e Lake.  To name some of  t he I ssai  
i n 

who wer e l ooked upon as bei ng/ some sense of  a super i or cl ass,  t her e 

wer e such peopl e as Pr of essor I chi hashi  of  Stanf l ord,  Mr .  Shi nohar a 

of  t he Sumi t omo Bank,  Mr .  Kobaha who had been connect ed wi t h some 

kai sha ( t r eat y mer chant ) gr oup,  and Mr ,  Shi r ai  who had been mar ooned 

i n t hi s count r y af t er havi ng bt udi ed at Hei del ber g,  Ger many and afe 

St anf ord Uni ver si t y pr epar at or y to r et urni ng t o J apan.  Sakoda' s re-

mr aks concer ni ng Mr .  Shi r ai  mi ght be appl i ed to t he ot her s as wel l .  

Shi r ai  i s a young I ssei ,  get t i ng hi s educat i on i n Amer i ca.  
He was about t o go back home when t he war br oke out .  Hi s i den-
t i f i cat i on i s wi t h t he el i t e gr oup f r om J apan,  evi dent l y.  He 
i s sai d t o have r emar ked t hat he woul d pr ef er t o be i n an i n-
t er nment camp because t here wer e educat ed peopl e i n t here wi t h 
whom he woul d have i nt erest s i n common. . .  He bel i eves t hat t he 
peopl e here are i gnor ant and wi t hout any cut l ur e at al l . l /  

1/  Sakoda J our nal ,  Feb.  17,  1943.  
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Among the Ni sei ,  whi l e val ues si mi l ar t o t hose of  t he I ssei  

wer e al so hel d,  di f f erent i at i on was based on st i l l  ot her f act or s.  

Much as t hey woul d deny t he super i or i t y of  t he whi t es,  t he Ni sei  

wer e i ncl i ned t o ascr i be super i or i t y to t he f act of  havi ng had 

consi derabl e cont act wi t h Caucasi ans i n t he past and of  knowi ng 
» 

how to get al ong wi t h t he bet t er cl ass whi t es.  There was i n t hi s 

at t i t ude a cer t ai n amount of  ambi gui t y,  f or t he pressure of  t he 

communi t y was t o deny the val ue of  Caucasi an associ at i on,  wher eas 

t he t rai ni ng and exper i ence of  t he Ni sei  i n t hi s count ry l ai d st ress 

upon the val ues emphasi zed i n Caucasi an- Amer i can soci et y.  Urbani -

zat i on,  as ref l ect i ng the more sophi st i cat ed f eat ures of  Amer i can 

cul t ur e,  was l i kewi se consi dered desi rabl e;  al t hough here agai n t he 

r ur al  peopl e and t hose l ess accul t urat ed t o sophi st i cat ed t ast es 

wer e i ncl i ned t o l ook cr i t i cal l y upon the ext ravagances of  t he f or-

mer gr oup.  One get s a hi nt of  t hi s i n t he r emar ks made by a count ry 

gi r l  t o a ci t y gi r l  who was washi ng some di shes i n t he washr oom.  

Those ar e awf ul l y pr et t y di shes.  I  suppose t hey wer e 
n

U
i t e expensi ve.  We use t i n pl at es i n our f ami l y,  but we f eel  

t hat i n a pl ace l i ke t hi s,  there» s no use keepi ng ni ce t hi ngs 
around. 1/  

Hi gher educat i on,  but al so t he pl ace of  educat i on,  wer e f act or s 

i n st at us.  A Ni sei  gi r l  comment ed of  a new acquai nt ance:  

Bet t y kept ref er r i ng t o her col l ege educat i on and I  kept 
t hi nki ng she must have gone Hi  t o t he Uni ver si t y of  Cal i f or ni a,  
but I  f ound out t hat she onl y at t ended J uni or Col l ege.  I f  I  
wer e she,  I  woul dn' t keep t al ki ng of  mysel f  as a col l ege grad 
especi al l y i f  I ' d onl y compl et ed a j uni or col l ege cour se. 2/  

And on t he eveni ng of  t he f i r st meet i ng of  t he"Cal  Cl ub" (Uni -

ver si t y of  Cal f  i ron i a al umni ) stafc one of  t he speakers r emar ked:  

"Unl ess you wat ch your sel ves,  you wi l l  rever t t o savages. " 
He ref er red to r owdyi sm and asked that at l east the "educat ed 
l i ke t hose i n t he Cal  Cl ub ret ai n some of  t he ni cet i es of  l i f e.  3/ 

Mi yamot o Not es,  Aug.  7,  1942.  
2/  Mi yamot o Not es,  Nov.  7,  1942.  
3/  Shi but ani  J our nal ,  J ul y 17,  1942.  
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Possessi on of  t hese condi t i ons of  di f f er ent i at i on
7
- good f ami l y 

backgr ound,  weal t h,  cul t ur e,  educat i on,  and soci al  cont act s- ŵere 

recogni zed as t he basi s of  cl ass di st i nct i on,  but at Tul e Lake t hei r 

possessi on di d not l ead to any undi l ut ed recogni t i on of  t hei r super-

i or i t y.  There wer e f ami l i es whi ch possessed t hese t rai t s and f el t  

t hemsel ves super i or t o t he masses of  t he peopl e* but t he l at t er woul d 

not necessar i l y admi t t he super i or i t y of  t he f or mer .  I n f act ,  one 

of  t he i r r i t at i ons of  t he peopl e who f el t  t hei r super i or i t y was t hat 

t he cent er soci et y was so undi f f erent i at ed t hat t he same t reat ment 

was accorded to t he l owest as wel l  as t he hi ghest per sons of  t hat 

communi t y.  Ther e was no t r adi t i onal l y di st i ngui shed gr oup of  t he 

upper cl ass,  no excl usi ve soci et y admi ssi on to whi ch const i t ut ed 

pr i ma f aci e recogni t i on of  "super i or " st at us.  The pr oj ect newspaper 

car r i ed a soci al  act i vi t i es col umn whi ch present ed t he var i ous so-

ci al  event s i n t he communi t y, ' but t he col umn was undi scr i mi nat i ng 

as to t he t ype of  peopl e i t  wr ot e about .  The col umn was not i n any 

sense a "soci et y page" r eserved l argel y f or t he el i t e,  or whose num-

ber of  l i nes of  a col umn wer e measured i n t er ms of  the r el at i ve "i m-

por t ance" of  a f ami l y.  The near est thi ng t o an excl usi ve associ a-

t i on was probabl y t he "Cal  Cl ub",  excl usi ve i n t he sense of  havi ng 

some sel f  consci ousness of  soci al  super i or i t y,  but t he maj or qual i -

f i cat i on f or admi t t ance to t hi s group was at t endance at t he Uni ver si t y 

of  Cal i f or ni a.  There wer e ot her cl ubs whi ch wer e equal l y excl usi ve 

i n i t s cual i f i cat i ons,  such as,  at hl et i c abi l i t y or sect i onal  back-

gr ound.  But ,  general l y speaki ng,  t here was no cl ub or associ at i on 

� composed st r i ct l y of  t hose consci ousl y awar e of  t hei r soci al  super i -

or i t y t o ot her s.  
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There was equal  di f f i cul t y i n i dent i f yi ng what mi ght be cal l ed 

t he l ower cl ass.  There wer e no r esi dent i al  di st r i ct s of  t he poor er 

cl ass,  f or t he l east f or t unat e had homes as pret ent i ous as the most 

f or t unat e,  and t hey' l i ved si de by si de.  Every f ami l y,  t he r i chest 
© 

and t he poor est ,  t he hi ghest and t he l owest ,  used t he same publ i c 

f aci l i t i es,  mess hal l s,  school s and ot her i nst i t ut i ons.  There was 

no soci al  st i gma at t ached to t he appl i cat i on by a f ami l y f or publ i c 

assi st ance gr ant s.  Per haps t he one condi t i on by whi ch t he l ower 

cl ass was di st i ngui shed t o some ext ent v/as t hei r background i n t he 

pre- evacuat i on communi t i es.  A man woul d occasi onal l y be i dent i f i ed 

as havi ng associ at ed l ar gel y wi t h t he gambl i ng el ement ,  anot her woul d 

be poi nt ed out as a mer e mi grat ory l abor er i n pre- evacuat i on days,  

or t he f ormer squal i d ci r cumst ances of  a f ami l y mi ght be ment i oned.  

But i n t he re- shuf f l i ng of  soci al  groups whi ch occur red as a resul t 

of  evacuat i on,  i t  somet i mes happened t hat peopl e of  l ow soci al  sta-

t us i n pre- evacuat i on communi t i es gai ned posi t i ons of  status and 

l eadershi p i n t he rel ocat i on cent er or t hat f ami l i es consi dered of  

t he l ower cl ass bef ore evacuat i on woul d associ at e wi t h t hose who had 

been consi dered of  a hi gher cl ass.  

Ĉl ass di f f erent i at i on at Tul e Lake,  t heref ore,  was a process 

of  becomi ng r at her than of  a st ruct ure al ready i n exi st ence.  Super i -
# 

or st atus was somet hi ng t o be achi eved r at her than of  somet hi ng al -

ready achi eved.  One of  t he f undament al  processes by whi ch t hi s di f -

f erent i at i on was t aki ng pl ace was t hrough t he di st i nct i on of  l eader -

shi p i n t he organi zat i onal  pr ocess.  A posi t i on of  pol i t i cal  l eader -

shi p and power was t̂ he one means by whi ch one evacuee coul d come to 

cont rol  t he l i ves of  ot her s and t hus command t hei r respect and re-

gar d.  The sel ect i on of  pol i t i cal  l eader s was undoubt edl y i nf l uenced '  
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by t he background status of  evacuees,  and al so by the capabi l i t i es 

by whi ch i ndi vi dual s had achi eved t hei r f ormer st at us.  I t  was no 

acci dent t hat men l i ke I chi hashi ,  Shi r ai ,  Shi nohar a,  I keda,  Yamashi t a,  

Tsuf camoto,  Yego,  and Mi yamot o wer e gi ven pol i t i cal  r ecogni t i on.  But 

t hei r posi t i on was const ant l y t hreat ened i n t he cent er communi t y by 

ot her s whose backgrounds may have been undi st i ngui shed,  but who,  un-

der t he di st urbed ci r cumst ances of  t he cent er ,  had t he abi l i t y of  

gai ni ng a f ol l owi ng,  Among t he l at t er wer e a l arge number of  t hose 

i dent i f i ed as "agi t at ors" whose chi ef  met hod of  l eader shi p was t o 

gi ve voi ce t o t he di scont ent s of  t he peopl e.  Mr .  I keda,  on one oc-

casi on,  compl ai ned of  t he l at t er gr oup:  

Ws ĥave some ser i ous probl ems here whi ch r equi r e  ̂ caref ul  
st udy.  » One t roubl e i s t hat t he condi t i ons here ar e such that 
l eadershi p i s f al l i ng i nto t he hands of  t he noi si est peopl e.  
Most of  t hese noi sy ones wer e not hi ng bef or e t he war ,  but be-
cause peopl e wi l l  l i st en t o t hei r r ant i ng,  t he si t uat i on i s 
becomi ng uncont rol l abl e. 1/  

Had t he communi t y remai ned i n exi st ence f or l ong,  i t  i eems l i kel y 

t hat a cer t ai n amount of  cl ass di f f erent i at i on woul d have evol ved,  

pr i nci pal l y as a resul t of  t he organi zat i onal  process i n pol i t i cs,  

but al so on t he basi s of  t he st at us of  i ndi vi dual s i n var i ous empl oy-

ment .  


