


a THE LOYALTY GCNTHOVERSY”~-A STATEMENT MH)
A SUGGESTED PROGHAM

For some time, and particularly dicing tlie past few weeks, the news-
papers, the congressional record and radio program have been filled with
references to the alleged tdisloyaltyf, of a substantial portion of young
Americans of Japanese ancestry* It irs charged that a particularly larg®
proportion of the Niseil or American born persons of Japanese ancestry at
Manzanar have ”proved" themselves Mdisloyal.w The dharges come from
jitical figures who hay* toured a Relegation GOirb r for a few ljours
who have obtained their information from a prejudiced and disgracefully
uirbrustwortliy west press_

- n dialj oiiy ojf ijhos6 wlio talked so loudly o* vi »
lently about the "loyalty”™ or tdisloyad.tyn of the Nisel has ever come
to know one of these yoimg people, or iias taken tlie pains .tb inform him-
self concerning the difficulties and perplexities with which w« have con®
fronted these young citizens. Yet those poorly informed politicians and
professional patrioteers, with the noi”y blessing of every organization
which belongs to the e”~reme “eacitionaty and faspistio fringe to spur
tnem on, are ridiiig the crest of war emotionalism and are demanding pe-
nalties and reprisals of on® sort another against those whom they label
wdisloyal*f, Their proposals an omiiious ganut;/ TFfrom segregation of
those termed tdisloyaln tlirougil tiie establishment of strict, Ifazitype
coDfcntration camps for them, to tiie cancelation of theilr American
Citizenship and their deportation”™to; Japan*

We v/ho are framing and signing this statoment are individuals wild
have had considerable Experience and background in relation to the issues

presented* S e of 0474 hi~ry aeehfo”uneo thtrgr
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Iy~"SBS~d# Some of us have followed the history and f@rtunes of those
of Japanese ancestry in this country for many years# Some of us were wel
acquainted with the <apan®se and the "aptiniseAmerican before evacuation*
Some of tig were working with those of Japanese ancestry at the time @f
eyaGuation, and know what distress and dislOoati0?1 tlligb Ovent oceasioned*
As a result of our employment in W.R## all of us have come to knOw
many Nisei and iiave become acquainted with their prObl«ms and their re-
actions. Most of us were present when the registratiOn, yMch is the ba-
sis @f the harangues about wdislOyaltyMi took place; In one way or ano™tii
manY f us were directly involved iIn that registration* W6 know something
about 1t at first hand and we feel qualified to interpret the results#

WO are asking y6uf Mr, Merritt$ to present; our views to Mr* Myer,
and to any other officers df o\xr goverioment it may be possible to reach,
and to urge upon the W.R.A* and the government, s© far as you can find
it within your power and within your mind and heart to do so, the con-
crete proposals that you will flind iix this settlemeht.

We speak for the Nisei* We speak tor tliese young Americans because
we believe that every American citizen must receive a fair hearing and
just treatment in his native land if citizenship as such is to survive
as a meaningful and dynamic concept* We speak for the Nisei because
by doing so we strike out against the dangerous and un-American fOI*"\0s
whicli have launched an unscrupulous oempding to discredit them* We d®
not disguise what we mean or about whom we are talking. Plain speech
is demanded; organized reaction has shown its hand too clearly* Those
whi@ agitate for segregation, oonoentr&tion cSapsr oancellation of citi-

zenship, deportation”



and the like, are the moutlipieces for one or anotiier of egually un-
wholesome and disreputable groups#

There are, for instance, the out and out racists, the fsjnj~tically*
anti-Oriental Aooes of the west oOast, such as the Native Sons and
Daughters of the Golden West, the California Joint Committee on linmigra-
tiOn, and their kind, who ere unpatrlotically using the present war/
emergency and the resulting distraotions to promote their anoientt

irEational grudge and their program of a "White America*”
Shoulder to shoulder with them stand their breathten, "the Nazi and

fascist sympathizlrs, who are strenuously trying to diveft tilo
attention @Ff the United H&tlen from the Atlantic to the Pacific, from
Germany and Italy to Japan. These people would hi3se (and their spokls-

man have said so on the floor of c ngress} tO make this a race war, a
contest between the Caucasians and the Mongoloids, wiiieli wouli, QfF
course, leave Hitler and Hitlerism secure in Europe* Whether they can
at this late date fiurn this war into a battle between Orient and 0 1i-
dent, between European and Viatic, instead of a struggle against totalis
tarianism and brutality wherever found, remaina to be seen. Certainly,
however, they aro s”wins the seeds of a future conflict of this Ordet.
It is noteworthy that the most intransigent of the former i”solatiOnists
have suddenlyjisoovered that the Nisei are "disloyal™ and dangerous.

It is nO aocident tliat Congressman li”“e Rankin, Chandler and Stewart

wh© would translate their ~istain fOr persons Of oolar into our national
w«Nr plans, make n® distinctions between Americans of Japanese ancestry
and the Japanese in Japan# Thdy are all "Japs« to them and therefore

all hatiGful and dangerous*
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Then thiere are th g0 wh© by thbe smote screen OfF Habble about

disiGyral/tjr’ would hid® fromtli 1iselvess "thelr* part/in Ttwcua'feifitt« :TliOy
are the ones who took the plunge for removal because of wthe sabotage

and fifth column activity at Pearl Harbor« and because of the assurance
Of Mr. Kilsoo Haan, a fenatioally anti-Japanese alien, that the west
coast was to be invaded at any minute. Mr, Haanfs qualificatiOnSr r
advising tliis natiOn, as outlined by himself before a congressional
oommitte®, seems to be that he has been a real estate salesman In Hawall
and that he managed to graduate from gramiaar school* “r. Haa” still
Issues his fortnighXy prediotiOn OFf immin]jint invasion, and thei]e are
duly introduced into the congressional Hecord by obliging congressmen*
But for an embarrassingly long time there has been 110 invasion, and
the Pearl Harbor sab@tage reports have been Offioally branded false
rumors. Those who advocated evacuation on the groiinds of wmilitary
neoessitytt now are glad to salve their consciences by an uncritical
acceptance of *disloyaltyf, charges whioii ptirport to prove, belately,
tliat some such action was essential*

Last but not least in this very inoomplet# catalog come the
aconomic pressure groups, thos®© interests, such as tlie Associated
Farmer8" th© Paoific league, lihe Salinas Vegetable Growers”™™hippers
Association, whQ wi to c®mpetiti®ii1 Or whO wisli to ye cO

the m panOse. in"America. © peonage

TO halt the progress Of this powerful coalition, to halt this
dangerous drift toward the unrestrained and vindictive mistreatment Of

a helpless minority group, wlO propose the following programs”



1* TImt the American;public be fully informed concerning the
| nature of the event (registration) and the baolcground of the event
| upon which all these charges of disloyalty are based*

2* That the same standard of measurement of loyalty and

eworthiness be applied to the. nisei that are applied to otlier young

imericans of tiileir age class, namely their rec”~d of obedience to
law, and tile evidence of past beHavior, charaet”, activity, asso-
ciations and affiliations* _¥e Dbtieve this government cannot,
without surrflSndering concepts of wlementary Justice, penalize these
young people for answers or reactions to questions or conditions which
citizens of other national or racial origfns were not foreed to face,
we orieve that a government whicli sets to deprive a racial minority
group of rights on the basis of verbalisms or monosyllables obtained

froin tlieM after a series of political, economic, and psyocliological
reverses and shocks, automatically eliminates itself from the list of
champions of the“ ttfour freedoms n or any freedom at all,

3« That # answers to the so-called loyalty question, question

28, be thrown into tne waste-basket "There they belong, and that any
request for an affiliation this/JsubJectif oii6ls thought necessary
or desirable, be divorced from any other kind of confusing or disturbing
registration* We lAieve that loyalty is a matter of activity, behavior
and record and that if there is notlling In these to proire otherwise

loyalty should and must be assumed* However, iIf some expression on
tlie le.”al and social implications are most carefully explained, and
eYery request for an expression of loyalty should be accompanied by the
assurance that "‘the person involved iIn and will be entitled to tiie full

exercise of this rights as a citizen*

4*  That the govermaent and the should make a vigorous
and aggressive attempt to esrplain and defend its progism concerning
relocation and the rehabilitation of citizens of Japanese ancestry.”
IT the goTernment -eannot stlinulate respect for riglit of a minority
for freedom from the most unprincipled Juistifications (as the Pearl
Harbor sabotage scenes in a current Warner Brother picture) what 1is
.likely to be its ihoral force iIn attempting to secure Justice aud
decenajL Iin a post war ?/orld ?* An aggressive and spirito9™- educational
camp™Ingn i1s called for that will emphasise tiiat. there was no sabotage
at Pearl Harbor, that thefl™ was no sabotage on tiie Pacific coast, that
the relocation centers are not internment camps or concentration camps,
that no charges have been filed or made against tlieseji”erican®swho
are .seeking work and understWding outside of.,tile Pacific coast area*

Most people who read or hear that wmany Niser are disloyaltt or
a given percBntage of thsnre admitted their dislpyal'tyt

have no knowledge of tale actual source of His ldea or of the real figures



mal?e available to tlie public#
Pre-Evacuation Humiliation
In Febr ary of 1945 air male citizens of Japanese ancestry 1in

relocation centers wlio were 17 years of older were required to fill put
a special selective service registration form headed **$tatement of
United States Citizen of Japanse Ances"try*" Besides its obvious
functions as a selective service questionaire, those who were to sign
it were told that his form would act as™an application for leave
olearence* Besides the usual questions put to those of other aneesiities
is Selective Serrice questi<tiaires there were in this one iInquires
about relatives in 3Tapan, foreign travel, knowledge of 3mpanese 1ang
uage, etc, Tlae last questions, "irliicli the yomig men were required
to Fill out before anzyrepresentative”™ were those whicii nave Vebome
know as the nloyalty questions- Nos* 27 and 28* Ho# 27 rea’s:
wAre you willing to serve in the armed forces of tle United States on
combat Sa*fea wiienever orde”™ ?w  Mo# 28 askedt nwill you swear un-
qualified allegiance to the tTnited States of America and faithfully
defend the United States from any 3 all attack by foreign or domestic
force, and forewear any form of allegiance or obedlance to the Japanses
emperor, or any Other foreign goteriment, power, or.organization?w

r unae#twere direct”™o answer nyes to No* 27 only if they wished

to volunteer i1rmmediately for an Anierican-Japanese combat unit which

the Secretary of on January &8, had anno\mced would be formea#
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and would be trained at Fort Shelby, Mississippi. It was stated, at
ethe same time, that all women ever 17 years of citizens and alier»
alike, and all ma%e aliens would be expected to fill out a questionnaire
which was an appllpation for leave clearance, This form (WRA Form 126
Rev*) asked for detailed information concerning background, travels#
education organizatlOns, etc There was also a loyalt;yvquestion foi
female oitizens comparable to No* 27 for the male citizens. It reads
8No. 2?* If the opportunity presents itself and you are found qualified
wouia you be willing t6 volunteer for the Army Nurse Corps <5% the WAAC/w
N * 28 as originally printed on the form asked! aWill you swear un-
qualified allegiance to the United Sjfates of America and, forswear any
form of alleglanoe 6]T obedienoe to the Japanese enferor, or any other
foreign government, power”™ or organlzation™M As we shall see, so much
objection was raised by the aliens to this question, whicli tliey Inte
pretpd asjallin® up(™i t;hem™) nlounce th”r Japanese é%/#/ﬂ
Aro”arranged for tlrem/ /
The intentions of those who framed the registration forms on
which these wl 3raltyM questions appeared were of the best* The War
Department/ by creating a Nisei combat unit, wlfehed to call attentloa
to the recenteranoe oi Americans of Japanese anoestry”into the armed
forces and desired to give tfee iNlsei the opportunity for good publleity
and a chance to vindicate their entire group. W,R*A,, by interpBdting
the selective service form as a leave clearance application desired to

cut; through red tape requirements and clear the way for the relocation
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those not acceptable for army servicO:. By extending the :regisration
to women and aliens the way also being cleared for rapid relocation,
and tixe elocation of whole families, without a tedious inquiry into
each individual case as i1t cam™up# It was wxpeeted, apparently, that
the people involved would act iIn their O best interests, In response
to tJee logic of a present situatipn#

ETacuatioii, and tiie scars of eiracuation, were evidently though”
of by those who forMulated the plan as something which belonged to tli®
p st and Hiic ould nbt arkedly i1 fiuence "tre decision at 3and Bo]li
the War Department and many of us iIn ¥*R_A* wereiinpleasantly surprised
by the reactions of msftiy of the citizens;to questions 27 and 28* “he
negative aspect can be overemphasized. Actually more than 100 men
YOlunteered for the oombat duty, a .pe.rc of lie population Gk
military ago whicli e mpsr6s faYorably witli tiie showing of
surrounding native white districts. Also approximately half of the
citizens answered g _ilestion 28 in the affirmative and therefore are
protected, from the criticism of those who question 28 as the sole

and enfallible criterion of wlQyalty#n

But what about those Hiseil who said fhoM to question 28? It is
5 - _" /\4/\/\/\/\/\

our opinion tiiat if any fMr-minded person considers, even in "bare §

line, the events through which these young people passed during the year
wbicii preceded this registration. He fould refer the answer and the
reactions to something other than a simple concept which we ean term
. * ”
stoyaityn oot
Immediately after Pearl Harbor the Niseir were dismayed to find
that there was decided tendency to ingnore their claims to eitizensiiip

and trlat tlien like enemy aliens* Many I# once lost their 3 s as



S ®i Igli the”were somehow connected witli the enemy# Marry were denied
admission to trains and other public conveyances* A much
travel was allowed, but. only upon producing a Virth certificate to
prove citizenship* At first no one of Japanese ancestry, citizen or
nonjcitezen, was allowed to cross 'tre Golden Gate bridge* fhis lack of
discrimination br refusal to recognize citizenship status extedded to
many other iftatters, large andsmall* Some companies cancelled the
automobile insurance of ail those with Japanese names initially* Only
some time afterward were thQse rainstated wtio cQiild prove thBjr were
citizens* Business licenseft, such asr liquor licenses™ were talcen away
from all those of :Japanese ancestry incjltiding:the Nisel
children, of alien fishermen found that their fathers were riot allowed
to fish, they prepared to take up the work for the support df the
family* It® was a shock to them to learn that, dispite their citizen
status, they could not fish eilthej?# ,

In other wa™s, too, the Nisei felt crowded toward an enemy alien
statue* If there vms an alien iIn thQ building, whether he shared an

apartment with others who were effected or not, no one, not even a

citizen, could retain short-wave radios, comeras, signalling devices,

including flashliglits, or any tnife with a blade more then three inches
long, Tlius citizens underwent the humilation of surrendering boy scout
knives and kitchen utenisils. Later the slight distinction that had been
made was erased entirely and the ban was made applicable to non citizens

and citizens alike*
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By that time the press axJ radio attacks were beginning and the

Nisei learned that no distinction wtre made between them and enemy aliens,
all persons of Japanese ancestry were “Japsw and 1Rereby suspect* Some
even ar”ed that the citizens were the wore dangerous group, sinch

were young and strong and could more actively aid an invading force*

No one can compreheEid the reaction of the males of military ages
to questions 27 and E8 withont- examining what happened to these young
Americans after the declaration of war# fey of those already iIn the
armed forces weve discharged. That recieved, iIn almost every,in-
stance, an honorable discharge iIndicates that their dismissal was related
AN AAAAAANANARNANAN > AAAAAAAAAAN -

o 110 act or ward th t would have given reason to susr-)ect disloyalty* At
tijre of Pearl Harbor many Nisei and even Issei tried to volunteer for tiie
American army in prfoest and indigation over the Japanese attack. They,
were rejedted and at Manzanar these “ere™ffiong the ones who answered
""no” to what have feeen misc lled 131 wl yali:yn truestions*

At first, when i1t was decided that the west coast was endangered
by the presence of so many persons of Japanese ancestry, the authorities
encouraged voluntary evacuation* It was a considerable shock xo the
Nisei to learn that the officials, newspaper, and people o”inland
sections paid not the slightest attention® to their citizenship, but
railed against the fapsn VD had invaded their districts.

Then fall the blow of compulsory evactiation for military area
No* 1 . in coa™jiling the list of groi;ps considered potent dangerous,
American citizens of Japanese ancestry firere placed ahead <f German and

Italien alieas# Citizens of German o r talien extraction were not even

mentioned* ~his arrangement feecamt the basis for evacuation, with,forced
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total evacuation the entire area for only the first two groupsj "/
I Japanese nationals and toerican citizens of Japanese ancestry, Fresh

Rebuffs to the citizen status followed in steady procession now. The

decision to evacuate citizens was th”gpeatest affront* ~te”last a

great manyof the Niseil sie” stly asserted that it could not happen

that their eitizenship and constitutional rights would protect them#
of dem cracy, fcindled

1~* Their faith In the slogans — s

our schools, still burned strongly. The™ bitterly reflect now that

fered t0 Naueascfe friends on the outeome, so supremely

confident were”they that America would not, in thislast mtter, reject

them.1fe kiiowthat faith was rewarded#

For these who did not have Vae assent/ to move to the east or to

Military zone No. E there were next the freezing orders and the xxvrfew

regulations. Citizens though they were, the Niseil were prevented from

going more than & few miles from home and iIn some cases permits were

required than traveling even shorter distanges. Finally came evacuation

itself and t arring 131 w at the edifice T ideals ana expectati ns

whieh Ki”*sei had built op in an American enTiBoment during the years.

The nisei attitude Athe tinre of evacuation was characterized

by the army and by all concerned as cooperative aiid brarve. The AmeTican

Japanese Citizens league advised its members to aid cheerfully in the

forced migration to consider i1t as the;Nisei contribution to thej*ar

The authorities, incidently, told the Nisei that their attitude would

be an index o their lo3alLty* This ”103rallty” dch is ¥ siich great con-

cern to some people, has been tested in a good many peculiar contelbs
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One of the principal reasons why the Nisei submitted so graciously to

at seemed an obvious invasioti of their constitutional rigiits was that
they had no means of knowing at the time that the Pearl Harbor sabotage
accounts iMich officials such as the Secretary of the Navy and the Chaim
man of the Congressioxial Committee on National Defense Migration were
describing, were entirely false. Later, en the official refutations
of Pearl Harbor rumors were released” auch too late to#lInterfere witk
evacuation, despair was even more complete

Even in evacuation, It should be noted; the citizens were uniformly

treated as aliejiSv In fact the ppoper y which the citizens were forced
to leave behind was placed in the h”nds of the agency created to care for
enemy alien property. And in the evacuation, it will be remembered, no
COIIC6SSi 135S Wa@r6 IBI<i© t#0 t»ll0S6 WHOS© 3 nS 01* clQS© 1*6Xs,3.V8S in tillo 3MSB<3.
services were allowed to stay in restricted areas and were exempt from
curfew. Ilo so for those of Japanese ancestry. This was remembered by
more than one person when it came time to answer questions 2? and 28.
In connection with military mattefs one other common pre evaluation
occurrence should be mentionea* A large number of young men who were
about to be drafted before evacuation tried to clarify their status by
aalcing their draft boards to induct them quickly or to release them so
that they go to the midwest or east and avoid evacuation* Mahy
of them wrote letter after letter to their draft board but received no
satisfaction exeept the inrplication that their number was to be considered
soon. That day of consideration never came. They were kept In the area

and wltoout exception got ea,u™t up in tlie evacuation# Their feeli
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Itoward the Selective Service machinary, quite apart from any considerations
of loyaltyi can 'te well 1A"ginede

*Misfortune and husiiliat-ioB followed some w hecl niaeg¥™ to escape
evacuation from Military Area No* 1 At great personal and financial
sacrifice they had hurriedly removed to area Ho. 2 upon the solemn promise
-t they a™iiid not molested iIn their new Mppe* Some had made sub”
sttntiel envestment in the j>lace to which the” had moved>Mien jthe prevtous
decision was reversed S 6id they were frozen* in tlieir latest
piece of residence to face evacuation from.there*
Tyial Bx Evacuation

So much for tlie pre-evacuation factors which diseoxiraged and

angered the citizens* Then oame the assembly center period; A good
nayy Toxun*fcsrod. 'O wiii® 31 advanc® "to Ms.nzsnsy$ 1321
could find mpld37ment a fairly substantial wage in the construction of

tHe place. Thej found that they were denied tlie epportunity to work as

carpoB"tor> piuiabersi eleGtyicisns the skill or toois
been urged to take with them. Only unskilled labor jobs were available
for then and tjle wsges for s”*ch jobs even lower than the anticipated

#A, wage” scale Tliosej who began work in March 1 94S were paid

in 3FuN0 8T 30 "T*G* C*A* scs. X0 of

were crowed and primitive* At firsi; "there was sick-

ness dust”™ quarters much more crowded and i1nadequate than had been V

anticipated, and inferior food. By the time som”™ of these physical
difficulties were alt much bitterness and irritation had

ervstallzede
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The ¥.0<0eAv was suj”eeded by tile W.R"A. Many f the residents
claim they were never paid for work during the ¥e0e0eA* regime* At
fiyst the policy of W.H.A. was to promote model, self/~sufficient towns#
Chicken farms were promised,ms were hog farms, agricultural implements,
model school buildings and more substantial pay rstes than were finally
allowed* With tlie departtire of Mr, Eisenhower and tlie coming of
Director Myer, a change of policy was accomplished in wh4 I stress
was placed on relocation and not on the improvement of the physical
p ants wftioli existed Consequently many promises that liad been mate

had to be broken* However justified thiis was from the point of ¢ w of

of general policy, 1in the circumstances it was bound to create
oynloism and distrust#

Once the excitemeirb of removal and tlie novelty of the new conditi&n

had worn off, the Misel began to realize how events were hjfeaing them in*
Just before and duping the evacuation process, they had been repealj’y

assured that relieving tie minds of tie west coast people of tiie feSr af
sabotage was their contribution tO the war effort and would be 1iSispeoted

as such, but now, when they were helpless and were rendered financially
and politioallg impotent, legislative measures” resolutions, and legal
actions appeared wMch were aimed at depriving them o citizenship of
preventing their return to the west ooast, of placing tHem in concentra-
tion camps, etc. At Manzanar the fueling of frustration and imprisonment

was inoreased by the building of watchtowers and a barbed Wi»»

enclosure* Because it is in California and in a restricted zone, the

military supervision at Manzanar has been stricter than at several other

ters and this too has added fuel to the resentmenli of American citizens
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As the result of all these Irritants plug many other factors,

Manzanar suffered the disturbance of December 7* At any other time or
place the Ni/sei would not have tolerated -the difficulties which a
few excited trouble-makers caused* But they were silenoei. and. divided
by evacuation an4 its aftermath* The Japanese American Citizens League
which had advocated cooperation with the goverijment, was now ridiculed
being :0.pli t d -PDue .to ttie"i®ss Of _.prgerlly At
self-respect caused by evacuation, i1t became unpopular to defend th
government or the WEA* setting was better arranged for troublemakers
Though few Nisei were directly involved in the December trouble,
all of them suffered the consequence* THe center became an armed camp
and there was cofasequent loss of freedom; there was work stoppage and
therefore loss 0¢ income; there was unfavorable publicity and therefore

renewal of threats of legislation and repressive action against those

0 . sucestryi

The sullenness, the animofititfi, tlie defensive and negatiTistic

attitude, the fear of violence and repri”sal”™ at the hands of tfie

irresponsible, all were still present, though in somewhat diminished
T when aimounoe™nt was ae in

registration and for the formation of the combat unit*

It was in this troubled atmosphere, the product of a full year of
anxieties, frustrations and disappointments, with the tensions created
by|the December difficulties still in the air, that registration began

at Manzan”r. Probably the people at no other center ,ad auffere, ,uite

aS much personal "dsMp as these .oused at this center, ”"ere were
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f K' the Terrain811 sland group for instance, wh had been removed from their

H,

homes in the most hurried and most poorly planned episode of its kind*
Little more than 24 hoxirs notice was given most of these people when
they were forced to leave tlieir homes* They Jiad ldst imio 1in property;
because of the Oooupation OF the elders and the pr@ximity of their homes
to naval installations, a large percentage of the Older men fead been
detained or interned*

Manzansr, too, had been originally planned as a reception center
only. Therefore it was small in area a&d less adequate iIn arrangement
and details of construction than the centers which were later and more
carefully oonstructecl. Those finally brought to other centers had
moved from the crow”ded 00llditiOns OFf the assembly centers tO more
desirable conditions ct relocation centers# At Manzaner, however r
the Owens Valley Reception Center simply became the Manzanar Relocation
Center* There was no change, no move. The unhappiness and disruption of
life willch had msbecore associated w i H the assembly cdnter period was ¥
simply perpe|ftuated and transferred to the Rel©oati®n Center.
Registration*

In addition to all the conflicts which grew ftom the iiimidiate
past Or were inherent in an unsettled present, there were the difficulties
attached to the registration and "o the MIOyalty 16111 ©1 03/

When the aliens learned that they were to be asked to forswear any
form of allegiance to a foreign government on the leave clearance forms,

they reacted strongly and negatively at Manzanar, as they did as other

% *2enters* Since Manzanar contains a rather high percentage Of aliens this



created a decidely tense atmosphere It must be remembered that at
this time the press was filled with demands that all Japanese aliens be
deported to Japan after the war* The Japanese nationals felt that

they were being forced by a ntti@ which ha™ withheld its citizenship
from them, to renounce their Japane«i citizinship* They saw themselves
as men without a oountry who might well be punished or penalized by
Japan for denouncing their Japanese citizenship if they were forced to
returii tO the motherland-e

When Washington was advised of the attitude of the Aliens It recog-

nized tha justice of their point of view and agreed to a revision Of the
questlOn™ At Manzanar a substitute question was first framed which the
aliens answered. This question read: wAre you sympathetic to the
United States and do you agree faithfully to defend tHe United
States from any and all attack by foreign or domestic forces.« Unfortunate-
ly the Japanese character by w h 1 ¢ hw r4s wt®0 defendw were translated
has a more”aggressive, more militant oonnot;ation than the English phrase.
Many Japan”e considered that to HU i/U answer in the affirmative
would be to agre”™ to take up anas against foreign powers, including

Jap <= Under japanese law this, t @, is t|nt t rem” ati

of citizenship. Partly because of this and partly because of the an€kr
and opposition aroused by the original version, a great many alien
resolved to answer In the negative, Once they had made this decision
they felt that their future country was ended, that repatriation
or deportation would be tHe tfonsequence. Thatr thoughts now
turned to their citizen children from whom they did not wish to be

separated. They brought trem&dous pressure upon these young people to
w loyalty qu in3accr gt



_ as aliens, h?d f ¢c h o o s e # us®© morai
Besrf*n and appeal to d;5v©ti©n and family ties, they dijL Where this
failed they used parental authority and the authority of their yesirs
to exact Obeclieii ©> Parduts advised, pleaded and ooniittaiided} citizens
ft*gued end reasoned* Fa®aily ties werO sprained and misunderstandings
whioh still persist, were genersited. TO claim that tihd citizens were
ablé to make a oa.2Di and tlioughtrul response to thOre questions On
their merits is fantastic In 13e lighls Of them® facts#

The saf<i part Of i1t all is that thiw pressure and domestic strife
could have been avoided, as Ovents Ixave proved. The aliens could have
been a force directing the citizens toward affirmation of the loyalty-
question instead of the reverse. Just after the Manzanar revision
of tHe original loyalty question fOr aliens had been submitted and
answered, a Washington version was formulated. This question took
into consideration that it was enemy aliens who were to be interrogated
and did not raise the two sOre points-willingness to fight against thoO
mother oOuntry or to ren©unoe that cexmtry. This last, final and

official loyalty question for aliens rea”s: «Will yOU swear to abide
by the laws f tlio " n actlon ~ 1 hw@" in

any way interferee with the wax effort ot the United States.« Because
this was tHe question asked at all other centers except Manzanar (wh«re
regi“trati”™ was concluded t @ early fonts substitutMn) p,raiSSion
was later obtaind to allow those aliens who wished to answer it to do s
Over 97 per cent haVe voluntarily answered it in the affirmative

these aliens, having an understanding with the United States

O©noerning their role and seeing hope tHat they may live out their lives
peaeefuly in thi3
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. greatly concerned Over the nnEn answers wliicli jeopard!ae the futures
©f their children and deeply regret the pressiire they exerted to exact
Hthose nno@ answers*

While the influeno® OFf the parents was the most. significtnt factor
in the wnott answers, taxing the loyalty, sympatliy and obedience of the
Niseis to the utmost” other elements were operative to0J

FOr one tiling, the matter @f questionnaires and the pirsistent in-,
quires about ~10Oyaltyw was beoeming galling t@ tlie Nisel *
At the beginniiig of the walv their wX ystlty” wsls questioned* They pointed
tO their go@d recordiC and to the lack of sabotage—but to n®O i1tvail*
They met said pledged their loyalty in statements, resolutions™ and
letters to Sovernwent offibials* They volunteered foi* tlie armed
servioes” they fought bonds, they became blood doners, they did every”s
thing ant mOre tligji other -American citizens over the oounti»v were
doing to €emonat»ate thoir loyalty. Then they were tOld tliat the eva-
a’"ti.oil 31kt “fclicir iboward ma w@uXd be OGnsidcPcd s "testf of their
loyalty. After evacuation they were expected tO take an oatli of
loyalty before becoming members of the WRA Work COrps. Those wh©® had
been inducted iiito the armed forces and later clismissed had taken the
soldier Vs oath* Even all this a”o™t "loyalty™ was perallel™#,
by a chain of ©OvOnlis which oleayly iiidicalled thst thOir probx<I5St8.-
tion5 of loyalty were viewed witii suspection, that they were not trugte#
ant- that their Gitizen3hip rights were being dlsregared* NOw from
behind barbed wire, after alll that had gone before, they were being

a S k e d f loyalty# M st f the young men
the neoessit?”VWWYW\ 8ervi e T mms again

N

so be|*Cre*



and had received a 4C enemy alien rating as their reward. Moreover, they
knew that this new inquiry concerning their loyalty would have been avoided
iIf they had had the funds and opportunity to go east before evacuation, for
only those of Japanese ancestry wlio were iIn evacuation penters were being
made to fill out these forms* This was another indication that they had
been Wcau”™itl in the western dragnet*

Then too, there was dissatisfaction over the form of the loyalty
question designed for citizens, and this question, unlike the one for alien
was never rsvised t meet the eentral objection. The question calls upon
the citizen to eerdrsweai* any form of allegiance or obediance to the Japaneg
emperor™ p any OtJlisp governnisn®™» “~his 1s a $JbstJion s\Nith. as, 1S
put to a foreigner who becomes naturalized. Three out of four of the citi®
zens ~10 were ejected to answer this question are not dual citizens; they
hold American citizenship only. To dfchem the question assumed that they wer
or had been dual citizens arid In effectforced such a status upon them, for
it is difficult to ~forswearl whai”one never aclmowledged* Understandablyj
anfi for perfectly patriotic motives they rebelled at the implications of th
question*

Other confusions and mismderstandings prept in d were neve ful”
resolved* Many thought that questions 27 and 28 had to be answered uni-
formly both "yesM or both ~no** S”nce most citizens who were under this
misapprehension, and In view of the manner in which they had been treated~
did not feel inclined to go to the ultrftpatriotic lenths of volunteering
for a combat unit, they answered HnoH to both questions, thou™i they were
perfectly willing to be drafted in the course of time and events* It
was most unfortunate that the matter of volunteering was involved and

confused with the



regular registration

Nor was ther® a clear understanding @f the meaning of woombat
unitlt was widely believed that those who joined the combat vgiit
would be trained for special service in place of particular danger;
in other words, that the group was to be in effect immolated to vindiV
cate the Japanese in America. This belief” still persists. The counter
argument which tills mIsoonoeption eYOkedt of course, was that the
American-Japanese, 1in view of the treatment aooorded him, should not be
singled out for decimation and the most dagerous missions, but Yauld
M i receive the same kind Of training and should be exposed to no more
peril than the ordinary soldier«

One other causes for dissatisfaction was the matter Of segregation* *
Xt likd been ftimomiocd dialj *di© qouib&ti unit#t would bO oomppsqcl OF "feriosd
of Japan ;ncestry only* The argument of the army was that this would
dramatize the services and loyalty Of the Nisei. But Nisei whO felt that
they had beeja already "b0© often trea*fc(8d as a people apart, and. that tills
accounted for most of their troubles, resented a segregation that seemed
to them a o@ntixiuatiOn Of the segregation in tlie centers* The fact
that the combat unit was tO be trsiined in the state of Mississippi
where prejudice against persons of 00l0Or is keen, dii not increase
their enthusiasm*

Anger and reaction against the Japanese American Citizens league
was reflected in the results at Manzanar, too* The feeling had grown,
as we have seen, that the league offered too little resistance to
evaOTiation* Certain Offleers of the LOs Angeles chapters who were at
Manz r were particularly singled out fOb criticism. When h Came
known that the JACL had advocated the registration and the organization
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N of the OOWbat unit, the hostil]ity th%t many felt toward th® League was
transferred tO registration and to the pian f@r the combat unit*
f&ctor was the attitud® r the army tream which can.© t©

explain the matter of vOlunteering, and which took down the answers to

the Moyalty« questions tor male citizens* In genorml the individuals

who compriaei the team were sympathotic and they certainly ezerted them-

selves for a prOgram whicli they conceived to be in the best interests of

the P pie involve(i. a ll f them backgr d .

with the complex si]tuatio» they confronted j| doubtful* p@r instance
a par~Japanese member of the team who hailed from Hawair* c@uld not fully

appreciate the attitude of the west coast Nisei* There had been no

evacuation in Haw%ii. There had been no Terminal Island exodus to give

him the proper perspective. He was baffled and more than once irritated

by the lack of response to the volunteering question and after some try-

Ing experiences iIs said to Have greeted more than one Terminal Island

Nisei withal suppose you are one of the no, no, boys. No matter what

had been In the mind of the oandiclate this friotiOn etimulated friction,

and a “no,”™ nO¥answer was the inevitable result*

lor Was the story the army team told entirely oonsistantf At first

the opportunity to volunteer was represented as a fav@r, -Uncle Sam doesnH

particularly need you, but he i1s Willing to give you a chance to show

yoor loyal” and vindicate your peopled This ran af@ul of the conviction
of most Nisei that they were m~e siimed a N that
not they, but a nation that prided itself on its democracy needed
vindication. Moreover, the attitude that Nisei were reall7 not needed
as a source of manpower, rubbed salt in old wounds. During the debate
which preceded .vacuation, these ,young citizens had Ixeard too many tizaes

that they were ~ really not essential to manpower, agriculture and
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eindustry on the coast and that the region could get along very nicely

without them. The word that was passed be fin, nlf they dOnft need us,
#why volunteer?w H@wever, when less than the expeoted number volunteers,

anOther note was injected* A telegram from an army officer was posted”

which hinted that if there was not a sufficiently good response tO the

call for volunteers for the combat unit, a general drafting of the yOun”

men would result. To what was construed as a veiled threat, tlier®© grew

a stubbOrn opposition.

XU was noti helpful either "that the leave clearanoe 1issue, regis-
tration for selective service, volunteering, and the matter of loyalty
were all represented on one form* There were a large number @f Nisei
who feared that a leave olearnace for them would mean that they would
be sOon forced to leave the center and find employment outside* It must
be realized that the 10ss"0f jobs and property, the hiJiailiatiOn of
removal, the hostile press, and a host of Other factors, gross and subtle
h&ve undermined "the oOnfi(leixoe of In&ny Niseil in thensclves smd in 1;h0
American public* Though they were definitely told that & leave clearfi*ioe
would not”nean a forced exodus to some unknown and unfriendly section
of the oomitry outside of the military zone, many did not believe this or
understand it, and their wnow an®jSrs were a reflection of their fear of t
1the outsid®, rather thsoi of "loyalty*”

There are many other scenes and elements which entered int® this

drama of registration® Most of us recognize now that fOr the multitude

\N\

after tempers had cooled, after a period of reflection had been provided
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N have volunteerifety come forward and have asked to be permitted to change
A their "no*1 ansers on question 28 to “yes#** Alien parents have come
Avforward to ask that their children be given the opportunity, to make this
change*

We have our an rs nowe We can make of them what wO will* WO can
ignore everything that has been sai€ above« We o0sox take those angers
literally andiitranslate them into segregation or intO legal penalties.
We can make Ghairidis and. Sun Tat Suns by jbii© thousaiiis, men wad women
with an hatred of the western world whioil lias treated them
so shabbily* We can loose the floodgates of fear, and watch the troubled
waters engulf minority grOup after minority group unS”l one-third OFf Our
population is viewing the Other two~thirds with hostility and suspicion,
V/e can write a black clifter in Aiaerican history which will send tlie
social historian to Nazi Germany for parallels*

Or we oan act, even in time of war, like sooialized htaman beings
who have some pomprehensiOn Of complex h\aman situations* We can recog-
nize that no setting was WOre Qfisuspiclous for a determination of
simple loyalty than the one Int® toioh the Hiseil were Injected* WO
can recognize that the ansers wrung from them under the strains and
perplexities with which they were faced is no more an evidence of
witch-craft- 1Jo segment of our population or of any population would
have ansered differently in the same circumstances* A much mol*e

pressing question, is that of*Amerioafts loyalty to fhir-play and the

democracy credo*
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Sincerely,

Counsellor
Soci©l Science Analyst

Chief, Consumer Enterprises
Division

Sup *te of Education
Direot;Or ©OF Adult Muoation
Group fOrker

Acting Vice-Principal,
Manzanar High School

Director of Summer Activities

SupervisOr of Ooinmunity Activities

Minutes of the Committee meeting of May 18th at which time
tne above statement waw discussed*
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st the time war was ani wtrt dl#chsrgtd thrm~”
monthB Xattr# Most of them kept the Klo® 5n wrj several
cause th”y mid they had not been giTea any reason for btiag
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ship snd ® ke It fo th mto return, and th y scm_
tiroe to say 026 though tli y would often like to get out ai
itork  Most of thoas who changed to ®Yestt ar@ A.aericaa enough
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record here Is'a in 4 till , or who sre i\iapedted of »mental
reservations* w# ara not ree. ®H€En4ing.

As « 1thO .lIlls wWlio rsis&to thi® is € "Nidjac@4

that m 3t of timm are not disloyal in thfe sens# of being a&nger*

otis or subirftrsilv®.  fh-ay tr@ In their o%n nindn aliens,'not #

ettiMns, but Meause of p biytii, now :f 1 that es icmg

as they nt?y in this country the” must do nothing to hii™sr or

interfere with the war effort* Most oi thtm9 eomr”red to Um

jovng 1fia©l# have had llttla tducatlon, but:"aE workers thty

€ mia eounted to do s good j b» woiad probably resist
1 st™ ipte di* w th into Eay ofl 3 6

®d certainly wnld >t mdertaka” anything tfeeesel”res, .Rartly
S~ Xf-prat~cstiofi, btit largely btcelist th#” gentiiatlyltt@3. 1t

wo/d b€ w™ong* ae s few,about wiom wt- feairt sovm

utkd woiad not recosr<end for furlough or leaTt* A fmm others

foecauae of their mBpectnd tntl-American Influence within the

eaup ougnt prolkiblr he in . segi»®gEtion ee.nt#r» But the

©ajority, thougfe they willi? ain «Tsl>ai™ |, 1«© Cf a lialsiji-
it Bud as If wero diluted, than If *they pacsktd
la a rel_ _ation _d .they 3r€pre3©nt a re rroir cf man
power Th.i©h we oai™ safely bt rtl#3%4 and t~tllr-~,

livey W# Adissis
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A Prtlisaiimiy Analysis of tfe® Segregation Group at

e SOgr®gati<m roster for Mansanar

euEialysis of th&m m.y

Ccwunit” 1aalysls Seotioa

th~AXQin hAr@ bsmn seat to Washington*

aaaan»r

b@ca eompl™»dit and th6

frofitabis,,

Sm ohang®® vill

mda but th« <lata ar® olosa ©nough to their fliml form

MO segr«giatlon rostar oortains th© masas of B242 iisdiTiduals, Of

6S0i*$44 boys ftad 286 girls# atq 16
therefor® haw mré&r
account for 28 p”rodnt of the e«gr«gant*,
only two. a girl 8 "jrtas of. aBd a 16 “ar old "3y9 ar#

relfif*

called upo®© to answer Question 28*

of ag® or jrouDgar#

Qt this

>»s@ ohlldrea

number

brak’dcnea of thy$ figar® aocor™ing to &g &M sex 1% as follcsirs
@udor cai ysar 3Xv 248.30 total 6X
(s y@ar* 33 fOmX@s N total 54
I'so years 19 falas 19 total 38
Hit®# yaars 17 I8 19 total m
Fewr years 133 leA ai total 47
fiv© y~ ars 106 23 8 31
ISl yars M&XAS EX fd Xas xa total S3
Yesurs mg&s 20 féma, 188 X& total 361
Bight y»ars Idf 16 roimlas 10 total 26
rs gjois 17 12 total 22M1
yrars mi$i 14 0328400 U totai 28
Blavas y“are 3Ha 10 1 13 total a$
WwWYXWR years ml@e BI IB 39
13iirte0n ye'ye isalcs IS fesmle XI total 24
|iourt@dn WHiNBt mles 23 <ifylia 15 total 38
FIf &rs n 23 total 34
BN &b y&ats mlde 30 fonml&8 24 total 54
In addition™ 244 moro of thd Sogrgftabs# 135S and-109
21 ytsart old® razigiJag in agd ft)M  turcsath 0 xs#

a ehoiee

usst b» mds or

lian> n X1 14 81& ust aet



2
to r?9 nfttiomH%, S31 tha age at this Is dans at 21*  Th
impHcation is timt th» youth Mo Ims r his i1ss™ority Jaeka
baokground &49riOn O wisely to deeid® so important &M far*r@achiJq
an iusue* have at Banaaaar. 874 Gapragg2d;«who iy0 20 e
of Age or l@ss# aM wbo ar@ uMer tim agf at i™i$h bIMIX” dbo1s10£A$
d&t&rminin® nationality ar& ordimry mad®, Ithis is approximately 36 p«r
caict of ke of to® on th0 sdgr'g™tioia r&stot%
Beside thd 630 mijacas who hav® not b«dn rdqulrtd to anisir'y Quo $tcai
ther@ &r 483 p»r$om8 @ t " #Hgregation xX'oetir K8 ssirt 1$
guestion has be®n wy«s*w “uder pmmnt rui&3g tre it not for family
affiliAtiQi3« gowrnlz” toili* decision, few It m gf persons would b#
subject to s@gr«gatioa,

th total Mmb@r & psraous who rer ocoaafr™"t@" nilth
» i0a 23. 0:1- it—B i "18. iW@oordiEigl -
X13,%¢ or almost h&xf of dslgnatexd
the 43gr#e  irhloh INsY%F ockmsid&ratioas intn,ite &ikl a , ¥ IKIZHW
parsozis wi™h aafindrs TUll a0 psthgB shown followixig
& 1ysijs of HguiN»a rdl to gt galtth fimell ud,
faf2le$ llps: <! t Svsigjr or &cr@ ber iIn. 10

B3 iad™r anxd® i<l o."n diistributl™ ad™ordis™® to sisR of
and ths ambers Involved is as tollowsi

IV Sa family J 1 «of famIXl«8 S. M *.. F w*sw tadividu&l™
ANNCTFEAN 1A N & Ty EB3firias 1a¥ Ived
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the#t <m thm of 1t# of th» 751 svabera  «1asO|X70 F«» 1U««E
88S p&r* on# haini Olal @ girdNsica bt frbo wmi A
of thu gtatemwiit of 176 of thslr ttumber.”Xa other ward«# of liilg group
4 are g(».m to Lako for @wry aaa 170 axunrorod <M@sti«n 28 negatiw/tl

39 .of the e listed thB  gi"9|&ti posteuTf Vv i
Qx\ptim ®F f«w spool™ 0a»$8F are tho80lof rtj/triatos” equertriftt®

R (RN =

- 11
nei*rd to mo«t ofF ~a»m th® que«tkm «f dmo not &ris®f for th® |1
gas"at majority of th®m voluntarily answered Question 28 sulaaittod to ullens

ilk# 176, 3G 1q e itaira pl#4god tl MB@i « @y WB Xkws

of this ooluxtxy th»y rtsmin It« Juaridioti aaM to do uoiMag |
to Int®rfor« with th« war effort* Tha right of #°s” aliens at a tl'e of |f]
|1atoratas a  ri«i8 to ra— at repatriatloa 1* iriU (@«tabad—d, and,
dspoelaHy IB TiGw of tbs faot these &¥&not pemitted t#
nftburWE & WO =i O
treatffiet or a o Btror«y <w#r thOlr Ic™aXti®a*8

Hip> motivea of th« mjarity of th«a® r<satriabx are fairly olearrf
Qe huMred thXx™nim of th« b aM @ of the w E»n ar« tha boU
asatatlves of famllin* la Mangamr, ar® either veaftarkd Or haw epousw
asd fani110® 1a Japan* | 3re giggle men wha fall into this bracket™ mA
o &~ aw Ar# hslsiX'ss old R tQPEX rs vhd bNEd 1,
to ««tabliah nonaal family Ufa in this country bamam of dispriortlatii
of € s th« 1saaif av tioat their e$onomio life hae been
disrupted th«y at© prepared to r«tuwa to the land of tIMr arlglii to die. A
SN fear-semi other rqpatrliitss &r« 111akM with 60 faiaily elu8tOrs* _ OF



60 M oogalsli of smn aM 1fi rdpi "1 .
bk 4S ismtsaioeiBg hmm~9rs th9 ao”on of tWb r«|NktrlAt9 1mid"4
ohiXdrsn or oth«r faffillj Ihtitvytao IMITHIU*I9# X ot thY'si
minors™ haw \»&n XIst»d &1 esepatryit’s as « r««ult of th«lr 0 ~neotlo» 1
wl ke« fhi ®ro triatoe is 46 a lll#s ar® «ffioi 127
x’spoiNiblo for taking %$7 par«zis to wX» oo, X md® a mrmy
at tia fasdly oaa»toXX&tionft in wMok reji&trlAtos ar« invoX"Vid
will.bd thd basis df &&oth«r report* Xm frrri e« r« rt 4at«d Aa ist

1943 ontitXttd misx Azmi"siff of 49 at Utoisiunird
1 Al porticalaur atterticail to i sotivaeB uxldrVVi| "rpttarlati(n I'eqos™ts
&nS fotmd thm uffmiy Tlukod to faetors 1 hairs &gp#4
- — . or
I "8s tho fa&t™r inhi foaiid o a sohos*
In pidimr»« =
f h f 1 170 IstSals | fAH into & r of Sllivsifi &tloo™s
of thas &re rai&iors itio Hat"S by r«jtrla.t9 paf™mts or

xénticuis on fecasi ry f<m * H ir no# t: "ripatrl
dxpaktrinte liet -azid tluireford tNi 8@gr<igfttl & vost9]r'ls d\ t# bo
atoa <m timbx<l|rmHi* 24er ~xpatri~taa MMX»d out liidLiTiittiJ.
fc;rms In Ord™r to a™ 4xtety p&roatd* &M19%011 40

17 - - ™ = /N

| | | |

r;:onxr™ z: %
’ Il . m |

Ui with at#f exp»triat@«  FIft*on B ohildi™ nho hav® bwe& lists# a#

dxpntrlat#s by imran®s. X 9? of i 170 o%9«e of expatriation wo cé&a



avy thd aotiaCL ims not tinted butt «oik® from tie aets raid
doeisiOKia of r\tsriRtd <r IxpMrlal?0 Oldore  wmay Steuroli for* #Tid9Eums
dicXopiIt® ar for eoiiLtx motdTHttl<oui -41r9 N4 the
4S N r Gi2tt tim 79 «x/itrl«td  liidliridu&Xfli 170 tb€icKr#tloft3.Lyf nt li»&srtA
«&IJrdi $ > freed :dhoios v 1 sia tikk £ Hj~
W# eca0v.th@n# "to Hm nm~&t n«md <m.tha s#gr |”i<m roatos* M;
~U9Otlo t28* & viknr .df ths pofulAr lig»7«119  in

r rt — — Uy rwa P s _ 1 that

all 11&atimd for ful« h&™ ajasvard "zic*l t# « PaXtgir ~u'sticn®
1% 1« Stsurtillsy gt Q1313F 70$ st~h 9& to be «Ogregh.t«d or S$-
prNi2it of ths z24v twtftl haw a
the 4 11 tb# ‘noll answirsi $0 [Nl | 1% : 1 129116M >
and tb» £ds#l<*IElb»i dl&hotosr™ is rest’"C* Qni™ 1 wl e H
m»n Med $ woxmxk$ ha-vw F&IIsd to wamen t& tim “Mistlosi «yWltt9d
18 "I« O> 11 8 67 1 femler hsr?d seBlatatmd n#
wir & . T iiodi idoAls furoi* iTlelem i fij @i
i odl/e " Hiwsrs fron” i%s & re ¥ylbo "~ A
KIOVJL « M |.&2 Mxmt$ .3 1A 11
1Iro’8 pr01i Mbeiand xfrimies, & oM df tfr 7S6
m&smr.e 02 3 SS9 $r 42 pereNsmt &cm Flr™ eltlsens hstw alX-
gt MArINr *11 «F timtr «t3 &tI&E £tV tmIBiiig in thi.s earntry*
figmr#$ poizrtto « ° ipdflo t Ij1 ® &
iMrogiram  *  Muai3ar* Xhii o#m & han m27°0r$d. (mg it 'dfuilaM a e+ "5
ré&th#r Xfge group. T IEIb#i« i1 &tl<mO of this mgrigmhitxstimt
“$jr b»~obd th# kib~i ~tmp*  tor lHi&tivadd 1SO fiusdI™i
hgtng 99p~9ga%od TJaildli m Bald kib#l sé&M xaiaber of Infita23%4f



was w\m mky of "eesdly vlio a ae.pitiw amsmt*

tY>» deslrd f<* ffiysd-Xy solidarity t"aat dth@rs foXloRr,, ~r& foT
the 80 klb«i h&ira crnlj inilmnmt ~dir o”aeai®uiiiaae r#lativ#« b\xt
hitVQ also st»sXILO4 th” list of 8«gi*9g6E£its with i*miv AttixiM% kla, Xn 90
omees 1b wbleli a ffiarrl94 mla kib#l s>al2itaifi€id his < « t* liie iilfe
mi%* Hai® of wiT98 &<» M sl &id this ha$ Added to th» total ~
nisei w sa”agle e*.

110 klb«if toot hftw had &n lafXu#» 9 upoaa thd ftm | tally
m% of prror% I td t/N Ir mas™mru* For oaBEAssMiti, of $1 aii3”™X9 KkibOi
wosstxi ivho h#M to  “io™1 i“ls ~o”' Was "the a®© Is th»
family* 94 maripie™ klb»i women who s&ld E8 or appraKisasiteily <sa®»|

tMrd™N-gai™ td Xy nn”&sn rhgiftardd isx tim

&nd thd &rran”«ia9at of figtir*e sieky 13# am
a@ & ot )l
in huBftn affairs. Owr<i# &M q&s# matezdals &*e iNdTitab3/f
jraqgtil 0 to Bsa&liog'Into 1"®s« eouats*V fo IXXusts'mtdi CY¥Y ES9
families @ th$ roster 10l1leh iiNita4d6 ~o™. iti$#2Ui aM
old ftnsvrsr QaavtlG™oi 23t in ZZ7 dus”™s 1% was tho oltise”
i"io *pon; NnM vha la tli“refoird tdolmieftlXy i<xt
fsssily, $ d~stimtlosi* In but S instan «8 Is It th« a3 who $«idi
~noNML lii O osi$@a osHy hav«i both allsb w&&tb of thker saai
r*mily in the negfttI** It does not auffio© to s«y t"wit ti»
of aXieni was mlid wM” i%iat pr«tinted to

oitisozttt msis Mieh striotor &sd broader* It i .roaroolsl that 1n

BS? f_ili© iu ehildr«2if majf ©f #mno mor« than if or y$ars o0!4.



vrouid hfttt 1salatedaad an aassisr aeCRe«itntiiig y»t finally lapbea*™!
a»d r«mov&l if par’jatal obJ« tl<m had b««a strong, CHrt&iiLly $ aspsot
of th problem iIs to 4@tarsdjao the infludzm of th» isssl uposi the dItidm

xis oalls t<m &1 inquiry into stmto of mizt &£ Hm eldar«f
A toplo fihioh has Important for the 1m~f9 <ileark@ice hiaringe
to &omg for af@Xooation# for future £ thoae of a» 9Stry
In "i*i ia

X "I In %he midisk of gathdTii”g cMttgixig souoa cal@riAjli
to sBgr«gektloa wkioh lend th#ms«lv*8 prisiarily to th» «xpo«itioeiB
axid clarifioation of «uoh problems.  <msdquOntly 1 hava Xiadted thiis

prolimimry report to t3» azmlysatioBa of th® gensmX pietcuro in raspoot

10 n mb&TB Oatagori«« of 9dg™gantAf htm otteimd moh

Jéstiocas artd -Inrprdta™loxis a9 900m obvious fiees. thi rovjsdt il
Xst dr«m initial and isompb  approfteh ha brou”™% intor«rti»$

fuc™ts ail 1ura2lBaia%a £ PPFadis to 2 IuiSsaurifto® 2& perret~t OC the 8

s"\grigaats from are ahIMroa ulidr 16 years of ag» ifhos® loyally

h&) =<t«p 1 ptro#nti mf tist stgrVytufet ar® lepdl |
$Q "ottrs  ag# #r 18»8* OF th 8A irtid fu# bouxid fot 120 ht3o»$

488 or zz psro«at Imv9 mm~rBd Qu««tl<m zB ny* goli™ ¢

+ «f=ajly @Bmb#raw 1a ord«r to fad3™ IxXni™

answare haw b«™n foaad to Imrolw T3i ijadiTiauaie »~d tmx~ |
.. SO potosuii &t 1"patrla”s hftw oiawsovod 10

Affirumtl a 1in " Nle j%e tosd 1M —
b&sls a« mont ©f th» aotHrepatriat© addition# a ««b*tAStiaX S

ot «JopfttriAt® ar# at porfi £88 mdio be*® »hmm Imy positive



ta flapaa or smptmoe9 dultureji but are th» otteprijag of r&hatriat«
fria hat» be«a listed thair parsutfi » tmx1y suiamry forns, or t4»
«aalX ehlldren of da™atrl&to parent#. A tualUy oajy 796 iadiTiduals <a*
st OF<. 10 = N giHigit | o i . I8
wa@" ~edisiosi 20« 1a Viffar of tio suwijor <f (L113/Srsis
"loyal* family uwabapa who Ar« towirg Involi”a la ths segregation ~rogrtm$

It it mi oereia™UTtofttloo asd a «up«rfi»ial retidiBg of thd Oiridend® to

contend th« <@y 1*«ue of *I 1« natiojmi

__ B4 i~
¥ 'K "oeiftl SOIOB « .Anlyat”



Buuftnar#
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liaiMiaingr Itvrliw Oomltt*# x"cMEaeadUitiotis csi olumgMi
in “twer by mle Kib«i on an«w@ri to Question 28

tho Eeiri«w Co«KEIttH appointed by [ Merritt to interview mil
SulO Klb«i m m ~ng on Question ZB is forwarding herewith
ft Hirt of 106 p«pwFi« who prior to, or at the tsiei of *&®
Interrlew uttli e OMrodtte®, eh g«4 th«ir frosa lo*
to 1 « *| tog«th r with a tr«m«oript of and of

th oola&ltta»0 r 9CG«aMmH tiozi8 &8 to whethar or &ot the othwzig d
ejvs9f9T9 should b# ao@#]|)"4* Th9 total ziusibir iivervi<pno4 in

thi« group 4SE. to a# of io0-e sui«war* th« Aragr interriewet”
had «dod ordt *i»nt bitolc to Japan** AnoUxmr grotip
of of <wotwwr# fr amoCg the 77 ifeo a»iiwr®d

btst nothing about k®teaming to Jkpan# will b» sent

ismdi«Lt«™r a* a tuppleiaent* \

Prior to April X6th irteen ¢11 Kiifi . an*wlr«d "Ho*l la th®
obagpdd interriw with th« Argr rn@® called before the
Coaalttw* $om forty of the group™Included in tM» report

had oom voluntarily* to Mrs. Adam*\offioe and a<k»d tO ohaog«*
thwy wop# iMtmirvimmd at th© tind wrote darm and aign&d

a giving reasons for s"klag th« efabg®*  ThHd

aM attai h«l interview with *«™aTi«w CovsittiMii, and th#
naiaM of phor to April aro jmriced with wa
Mteriak m  th« r#oord* \ »

Ta oondwting th« intarri»i«# thd CaraKItt®® "a.4 befor® it i» all
aa$0S a oopy of Form 26 on the person b«3” 3jatenrl®wd# tox*
g®th®r with a not« of his pravloua oh»ng« of &*»er# if ai'Y.
and of his pre*ait «plnsiQiitc form Z3$$ whioh dt».1111 of
familyy sohooling* r©*id«a 6 abroade !>l IfSi 1011
ansgr a&m999% #l 8 jiiippli#d d consid®rabl# W tjr Psae
isiaes on bAokgrouod n#«d«d by tho Coiscdtt# la roeocapjanda*
n4(i  UE0iNodfftcury gu#*tion» which b&T*
been &skod« H ixbter« of th© Co*8»itt«« al*o had S eouaintfi™o®
with, or knowX"dgd of* aany of th® p«r*o»# Int#rriedt 1™iioh ob»
Yiats<l «xtids<l

I CanBi It tomA thmt »efisral orr«r« w«ere appw«nt3y a»d» in
transorlbing tl# li«t of "Wo* an«wr« from tx AEX r«oord«# &hd tawit



In other eas«s ol&isi&d to

cnsiier# b«for« th9 Ars™ l«ft9 was no r#oord of It# i

«<H0 o«usdt the Jkrt™ interri&mrn put dam miminr* or oaosmeat* v/ iiah
th9 individuals on being rdoellod olaliaBd were sai«repr986£itati(»is«

Thi» ©epaoially true with th« words eiwmta to gc b&ok to Japan.*
A manb«r of 1°08* »ho chenged thalr aniw®ri to said thftt
idion were A«k»d th« qu@stlcem fDo you want to go baok to Japan?l

ey im«w3red *T&<\Wbecause they hoped *oas4&y to revisit tht
emmtry and »e« reXatiyet# but hop»4 to live In "™Ma United Stat»«i
0 ©r* «U# that tiw» intenrie er put 40wn th® word”™ ewante to go
to JapMi* without asking th«&*

The Corasitt## i» aakiag its reo Bi?»nd&tioni adopted th« foXlowiisg
polinTt Hh«r# the iadlTidual iatenriewed obriomly teideriitood the
gu ticiie jj4 whar_ aotliiiig in for® E8% in hi rSGK>d at
llansan*r« or to ¥»» knowl#dge of Ooismitt9«# ral#94 reatonctbl#
doubt at to hi# iiaadrity or hi« loyalty to the TMite4 Stat««#
ths Conasdtt#» r«a<xmnd8 that the change b« aooepted* Where th#
indiTidtmX had ooae ot hi* own aooord and ohan§®4 to prior
to th« CoBadtt*® r#Ti«w thl# wns 0 n*id©r04 an add«d ffectw in

hi* fftTor* H&mer an4d attlttid@ diu*lj3g th« lut™nriav i*»r« &I9

ooiiiiid red in Gosooittee** dO i ic”™u

Tha Coussitt«9 i« o<»nriii 9d that in mmt oac9« th9 dimnge

"Sol* to *? «@* om I<?yaity r«prO#ent« a genuine 4«oi«ion to aoo#pt

tha r*«pon»I>>llitie# &d Outlet of Amsrlo”™a oitlfonahip* io««

«ho to return to Japan apparently bolikv©d that ™ W«*W

«ninpmr cm Quittticss 28 sdght prijudlee sr e@no«l %h#lr ~&pen&9o

9ltla#n*hip on4 mm it imp<maiN& for th@m to Xlto therea azul

r it*ratad th.ancvdr. of tho«” 1S10 eh g«4 n
Amerioftn enough 197 sp@@oh nnd eduaatian to tiav# team hop9 of

fwtur b eomtry# oz*already had & saile> o
h i* * Booiomla AdYft&tage as well nm» paraoii&l oomdotion «M9 csi
thin of th#lr r«ieaiinlzig in tills oomtr™ and d«ol&riiig th™ir

™o ohangss th<> Ooscdtt”™e had rea.on tc

r»0 nr&ticm, &r« bming for«&rd«d without aoasadistt «ino« th#m w&g
&>t miffloiezit dd«ne# tc ANN 6 r poirt* O66 cmew«r IS
b«ing fonraur™ad with a report faot rsdonanend”~d*l

Byt Lusy *id* Chi«f
Berrlo«« Dirision

Byt Rotart B# tlirookn 3ton
Pro™eot
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7-19-43 BLOCK 16 OFFICE -15,16, 21 and 22 block s

Notes: Mrs. mile

Mrs. 1Jeno said she wants to change from Yes to No because hxisband
had said nNott and she wanted to go wi-fe. him.

Several persons said they thought they mast sslj nNon if
wished to go to Japan.

Sawada, 75, asked for repat; to take wife*s ashes to Japan;
ill, mast he go to another camp?

Questions re repat; some wanted to decline] some wanted to
ask for repat for the 1st tine.

Boy changing to Yes - others in his family has said "Yes.*1
Boys think that if they say nlesn they will be taken in
draft*

Thinking that if they say nlesn must relocate at once,

Shintani now in hospital- does not want to move*

Notes Barbara Dougherty

TUYOSHX OKOMDTO, 21-19-5; Kibei, told Mr. Merritt would not change;
still doesn*t wish to,

CHIDA, Jessie; 22-12-j she and father asked for repatriation —
cancelled (7/20/43 - looked up; no record-bd); has never
registered.

KAMXMURA, Suyeko, 22~X1- mother N“es1 — daughter “Nol — daughter
refuses to discuss situation; gave dauther Mrs. Adams* name for
her to come in and discuss problem with her - girl very

American,

ISHIBASHI, Murako -16-4-2; came in to change to “esl — later

came in said cross name offj my family changing to thon  family
came in and left name.

FUKUYE, Kimiko - 16-5-3J still wants to say fNow - part of
family ""Yes™ - problem case*
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WAR HBLOGATIOH AUTHORITY
MANZAHAR RSLOCATION CENTER
Mgnzanar, California

July 17,1945

MEMORANDUM TO Hr. Ralph P. Merritt
Project Director

SUBJECT Cosiments on Klbel Interviews at Manzanar
from 15, to May 5,

You have asked me to make a report on the kibel hearings
that were held at Manzanar from ~>rl1115 to May 5 The
3i%arings were held at your instigation for the puipose

of discussing with the Manzanar klbel their answers to the
loyalty questioa, Ho« 28, In the registration that took
place 1n February* fhe purpose of the Interviews, as
already stated by Mrs. Lucy Adams In lier report on this
subject, was to detemlne whether the "nol given at the
time of registration was a true picture of the klbei”s
attitude towards tills country or whether it should be
changed; wliat the reasons were for the answers; and the
extent to wliich the individuals who made them might be dan-
gex»ous or subversive.

1# OBSERVATIONS CONCERNINa THE PROCEDURE FOLLOWED*

You, Mrs. Mans, Chief of Community Services, and

I constituted the committee which started out to question
the 451 kibel who, in addition to replying negatively to
questions 27 and 28 at the time of registration, had in-
formed the Amay Intex*viewers that they wanted to return to
Japan* Later we extended the hearings to include all Icibei
who had said ""no* to the loyalty question, inasmueh as 1lliGre
were less than seventy-five additioaal kibei who had said
"no" but had indicated no desire to return to Japan, Hr*
Robert L* Brown, Assistant Project Director and Mr. Wi
ailkey, Chief of laternal Security, served as alternate
members of the committee* A stenographic report was made
of all interviews and a responsible interpreter was pre-
sent at all times for the benefit of kibei who did not

: or xinderstand English. The hearings were held from
LI to 12500 a9m# and f2°ora 1130 to 4 GO p*m. on most of
tiie days from Aprill5 to May 5 We found that we averaged
approximately ten interviews per hour, although our policy
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was to give each person as much time as he wanted to discuss
his case*

latervlews were held in a hearing room In a barracks
away from the administrative offices* The klbel were given ap-
pointments by mail and, almost without exception, they appeared
promptly for their appointments. There was no evidence of
rodwyism or resentmenl; at any time nor* did tlie hearings seem
to disturb the temper of the Center In any way. We liad pre-
viously obtained WRA forms 26 and employment records for each
of the persons interviewed so that the committee would have
this Information. We made a decided effort to be friendly, but
not to give even the appearance of attempting to persuade any
of tlie evacuees to change tlieir answers from "no*l to Byess
We made It elear that we had no authority to change the answers
and that we were merely recommending those changes that we
thought Justifiable to the Washington office, which wo™ild make
the final decisions*

In interviewing the kibel, we found that, with a fev
exceptions, they were friendly and willing to talk* Many were
somewhat nervous at fTirst, but they were soon put at ease as
a rule* 1t i1s significant that this was the atmosphere la
which the hearings were conducted9 as It contrasts decidedly
with the tense atmospliere existing at the time of the original
registration. _The difference is largely due to the lapse of_
time since registration, which gave 1ilie evacuees an opportunity
to think over the problem, the relaxation of community senti-
ment and the efforts of tie committee members to make the In-
terviewed evacuees feel at ease*

In general, the kibei were algo obviously q“iite serious
and sincere la their answers to the loyalty question. Most of
them seemed to feel that they were casting the die for their
entire fmture iIn answering the question, fhe committee made
It plain that they were being called upon to choose between
their loyalty to Japan and tfieir loyalty to tlie United States®
Many of those who reamrmed tlieir negative answer* did so
promptly upon being asked whether they wanted their answer to

remain as it was» In these oases# the committee thanked the
persons for coming in and terminaied the iInterview* No one is

apt to question the sincerity of negative answers tlaus given,
althotigh It is quite possible that some of tliem were based

upon a mletmderstanding as to the meaning of the question or
were prompted by economic or family pressures rather than eonsi-
derations of personal loyalty* There is also little reason

to question the sincerity of those wlio obviously had great dif-
ficulty 1In arriTing at 6 decision* Many of these persons were
given an opportunity to think the question over and to return*
Some of these requested that tkeir answers be Ohanged while



others reaffimad their former negative answers. With few ex-
ceptions> answers given under these conditions must be regarded
as sincere and reliable*

There i1s, of course, more reason to question the since-
rity of those who wanted to change from Mno® to "yes** However,
some persons iIn this category were there solely "because of
clerical or other errors. Thus, some were not klbel and others
had answered ~yes™ In the first Instance and were able to esta-
blIsli the fact that the answer had been incorrectly recorded.
Others had come In voluntarily, after registration and prior to
the hearings> requesting that their answers be changed to "eyee8.
Many others were tinquestionably sincere and demonstrated that
their original answer had been made because of pressure, mis-
understanding, economic considerations or other factors not
directly related to loyalty* Of the remainder, the coramittee
felt that some who wanted to change to "yes"™ were not sincere
and that the change should not be recommended* +fhe committee
closely scrutinized the records of those who wanted to change
because they professed a change of heart or because they wanted
to go out on furlotiglt work* 1n most of these casep,ilowever,
where there was nothing other tlian the answer to question 28
which indicated disloyalty and where the evacmee clearly tinder®
stood the meaning of the question and was willing to answer It
affirmatively, the change was recommended for the reason that
this was the only test asked of those who replied 7yes" iIn the
first Instance*

11, OBSERVATIONS GONOERNINO THE RESULTS OF THE INTERVIEWS*

After the interviews had been completed, you issued a
memorandtam suggesting that; 1 review the transcripts in all

cases and classify tfie klbei as followsS

A* those who changed answer '"'noll to "yes"™ on No, 28,
and who are reoonusended by the Board for clearance*

B# Those who changed '"no* to "yesl and are not recom-
mended by the Board.

» Those who do not change fi?on the '"nol answer for
any of tile following stated reasons:

1* Parents or family in Japan.

2« Educated in Japan and unable to speak
English or to beoome Americanized*

3* Property of family In Japan*

4, Persuaded that citizenship is of no
value because of bitterness caused by
evacuation or residence la Relocation Center*

5 No evidence of future In America because
of sentiments in public press fey Government

officials for Japanese Americans*



This group is not disloyal in the sense of being dan-
gerous, but is a groipwhose primary purpose iIs to ask
that they 'te returned to Japan at the earlieat pos-
sible date for one or more of the reasons stated, which
group Is evidently non-assimilabie as American citi-
zens*

D. Those who reaffirm the answer Ino” and are possibly
dangerous persons.

Your classification was made In the light of the committeels. ex-
pez”~enoe, which disolosed the existence of the_ "0 grouple One
of the greater values i1n conducting the interviews was the dls-
oovery of the fact that many of the klbel who replied negatively
to the I%yalty question had understandable reasons for doing so
and cotild not be classified as dangerous or sutoversive* They
o10sely resembled the isseil group In the relocation cent;0rs and

probably should be treated as such*

In accordance with your suggestion, | began to classify
the kiber according to their records and found that, while It wag
comparatively easy to determine which ones should be permitted
to change their answers to 7yes® and which shotald have their an-
swers unchanged, It was difficult to determine which of the mon

answers should be placed in Group C and which should be placed
1a &roup D. The main reason for the difficulty was tihat, iIn

interviewing tlie Itibei we usually made n© Offort] to delsermi 6
why a person wanted to retain a negative answer* Consequently
in ©Oany oases we did not have sufficient! Information with re—
gard to those who answered negatively to determine whether they
were possibly disloyal or whether they were not disloyal and naa
tinderstandable reasons for their ttjt%de- _However, there were

gome cases In which there was icienl1 evidence to
classification into the C or D group. In order that these cla-
ssifications might have some meaalftg, | created a new Group m

for %hose who answered negatively but where there was not surn-
olent> evidence 'to detenslne whelJliOr tliey siiould be elassiriefl.
in Class 0 or D.

The results of my claasifieations were as fallowss

CX&ss A 12
Class B 13
Glass C 149
Class D 43
Olass £ 160

Total 477

My returns are at the present time somewhat tentative
as they have not been finally cheeked for clerical en*ors nor
laave they been checked with the other members of the committee
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for errors of Judgment. Also you will note that 1 reviewed a
total of 47? cases whereas Mr . Adams reports that the oommlttee
Interviewed a total of 503, This discrepancy should be accounted
for. 1 particularly feel that you and Mrs* Adams should clieek
the records of those I placed In Q*roups B and D and that we
should prepare statements of otu* reasons for classifying these
persons in these groups*

By way of summary, 1 should like to say that, while I be*
Ileve i1t was an excellent i1dea to attempt to classify those who
confirmed their negative answers, we did not decide to classify
them untiX after the hearings had been held and, as a resuitf
we did not have sufficient evidence iIn many cases to enable us
to reach a deolslon*

As Mrse Adam8 states In her report w a statistical report
gives no hint of the variety of individual problems we found,
or of the IndiTidual dramas from which the curtain was pmlled
away for a momentJ *el* For an understanding of the human
values i1nvolved and the reasons why many of the klbel anawered
as they did, one should read Mrs* Mams report* 1 shall make
no attempt to cover the same ground here.

111, SOME CONCLUSIONS,

Four conclusions have eome to my mind as a result; of the
comJL*fctee*s work*  fhe most obvious conolusion is that the
original answers to question 28 should not be made the basis
for any important action tanless they are supplemented by addi-
tional information* It Is quite clear that there was a great
deal of misunderstanding as to the meaning of question 2Q and
there was also much pressure and confusion at time of re-
gistration taal; caused people to answer question 28 not in the
light of jtheir own personal loyalty but; on tlie laasis of other
oonsiderations* More particularly, It iIs apparent that question
28 should lia®e been broken down into its two elements, namely,
1) whether the evacuee will swear alleglanee to the United
States, etc” arid 2) whether he is vlllIng to foreswear alle-
giance to Japan*

My second conclusion is that it Is more desirable to pass
on a person*s eligibility for leave clearance than the question
of whether he should be permitted to change his answer to ques-
tion 28* This is not an original conclusion but was originally
suggested by yourself* It seems quite apparent that, because
question 28 is ambiguous it is difficult to detJermine whether a
person should be permitted to change his answer and it is also
difficult for the evaeuees to know hetier they want their an-
swers tio be ehanged* More particularly, It is bad from a public



relatlons standpoint to consider changes to question 28, as cri-
tics can easily interpret sueh an action as an attempt on the
part of WRA to talk people Into being loyal or to establish a
>penalty and reward system**

My third conclusion is that hearings designed to determine
the loyalty of evacuees cannot be of maximum value unless com-
plete transcripts are prepared. The records must contain enough
evidence to satisfy not only ourselves but also interested
parties and tihe courts as to the validity of our decisions* la
order to asstire an adequate record in all cases, it would pro-
bably be advisable to follow an outline of prearranged questions =

My final conclusion, or rather observation, is that the
klbel problem at Manzanar has been partially solved as a result
of this iInvestigation. The kibel are no longer an unknown, dan-
gerous ?rouP— they are now_five hundred_individuals who have
personally lalked tto the Director and his assistants on the com-
mlttee« The kibei, who previously had few contacts with tho
administration and felt that they were misunderstood* have now
Individually gone on record and had an opporttinity to explain
their case to project offieials. Certain individual klbel still
constitute a potential threat to the peace of Manzanar but, at
the present time, any danger of unified action 'by the entire
group has been reduced to a minimum.

Bobert B. Throckmorton
Project Attorney

RBT/yk/ys



Report on the Interrogation of the
Manzanar Klbeil who came before the
committee for review on the answer
to Question 28*

WHAT IS A KIBEIt

The Committee has Just flnleiied interviewing the 503
Kibeil at Manzanar who said ™o 1 on the question of loyalty to
the United States, 431 of whom added that they wished to return
to Japan, to find out whether the °nol given at the time of re-
gistration Is a true picture of their attitude toward this cotm-
try or whether It should be changed; what the reasons were for
the answers; and the extent to which the individuals who made
them may be an actual or potential danger either to a relocation
center or to the country If they should 'te released during war-
time* We spent a considerable time over many of the interviews
trying to discover the otives, hopes, fears, suspicions, resent -
merits, and misunderstandings willch had prompted some of the
ewersi the family loyalties which lay at the root of others, the
discouragement which spoke In others. In many oases we had to
use an intezpreter* A statistical report gives no hint of the
variety of individual problems we found, or of the Individual
dramas from which the curtain was pulled aside for the moment;
but 1t is not possible to distingiilsh several distinct species
within the general family of Klbel*

The largest group by far are the 1citizens in name onlyl-
yotimg people who though born in this country have lived most
of their lives iIn Japan™ speak little English, whose parents
rem€dn In Japan, and who are culturally and emotionally en-
tirely Japanese* fhey came here, many of them as late as (41,
"because times were hard in Japan, to escape conscription, to
get jobs, or to go on with their education, and did not eacpect
to stay more than a few years* They are no more American than
the Japanese-born son of an American missionary is Japanese
when after an American education lie goes back to visit iIn
J™pan for a few years. Joe Matsanaga would serve as an almost

perfect representative#

Joe Is 22 years old. He was "bom in Stockton CJalifornia,
and 1tmmediately registered by his father with the Japanese
consul In San Francisco, thereby becoming a dual citizen* He
is the eldest son, and when he was five years old the family
returned to Japan9 to the village In tlie Wakayauaa prefecture,
wher© the family and lived for generations# He was sent to
grammar school there, and almost forgot what America 00lted

like or that he had ever known a little English. _By the time
he was 1? tilings were getting hard in Japan and his father



sent him baok to CalifOi*nla because a young man from a poor
village has better educational and business opportimitles here
than In Japan, Joe expected when he left that he woiild return
in a few years because of his duty as the oldest son to look
after Ms parents*

In Los Angeles he eajne to live with the fELmIXy of a cousin
who owned a nursery. They sent him to high school”™where 3ie was
placed In a special language class with a number of other boys
like himselt* Before and after school he worked In Ms couBin’s
greenhouses™*

In school he w s a respectful student who caused no trouble
tout except in the gym lie mixed little with other students The
only white Americans lie knew were his teachers* He did not take
fury part In student activities, and was never In an American
home* He &nd _his relatives were bud<3M.sts# though some of his
friends were Protestant Cli:risiian8 and attended a misgion church#
HO liked Amerioa and looked forward to getting a Job, and perhaps
starting iIn business for himself* When he was 18 h© left sehoox
and went to work In a market owned by another Japanese family.

He got a small salary and for the first time had a little inde-
p8ndenee«

When war came his effiployer and many of the Japanese he
knew were very much tipset and feared they would lose the busi-
nesses they had carefully built tip. He himself was proud, of

the successes_of the Japanese ar@y, though he began to worry
about hig family because he could get no news of thenu

When there was first talk of evacuation from the West
Coast his employer debated fearfully vhetdie2* h.e would try to go to
Colorado or Utah and sell out thfe bueiness i1In Los Angeles.
Before he could decide voluntary evacuation wae stopped, and
the family had a few weeks to dispose of the business and to
store or sell their household goods* It all came so quickly
that; his employer took a heavy loss, and became very bitter
against the government* The same was true of his cousin*

i At Manzanar Jo© works in one of the kitchens where he washes
dishes* A lot of other Kibei also wor$ in tb”"Hfhe”s

goes around with a bunch of them, and lives with three other ooys*
8hey play feasltetfeall or b?§egall but otherwise there iIs not mucn
to do* would_like to fiInd a girl, t the Japanese-American
giris lﬂ&%'the Nisel *boys better? and ﬂehas nﬂ;phad any lucx

so far.

i Since he has been at Manzanar he lias spoken almost no Sng-
lim, though he loolcs at the Los Angeles Times when he can borrow



a copy and keeps up with the war news. There Is a lot of talk

and thinking about the war, and he is sure Japan will win. He

is pi*oud of the great new Snplr© “pan has conquered. Some

of "t older people who want to stay here say the Japanese gov-
ernment will make the American government pay them all damages

g§¥ evacuation”™ but lie wants to get back to ™apan as oon as he

He went out; on furlough last year to top beets, and he
would like to 80 again_this year. Heé has never thought much
about his Ameidcan citizenship, though he knew It was the reason
why he was the only one in his family who could go back to Amer-
ica. In spite of the war, he feels friendly to the United States*
and. does not want to make any trouble* He and hl@ friends used
to talk and boast a lot about vhat Japan womld do, and tao&t the
Nisel boys beeause of the way the "™aeriean govei"QJiient treated
citizens* How he is suspicious of people who talk too much, and
even in tlee kitchen tliey d Bi*t get; excited the way they used t*,

la the interview he spoke through the interpreter, and says
ke does not want to change bis answer because Ms parents axci all*
Ms Tfamily are in Jaoan, and it is his duty as the eldest son to
go back and take care of them* He adds tliat lie would never do
anything to hurt the UnitedStatee, but that he wants to be a
Japanese citizen* Kie Committee reels that hie Is not a dangex*-
ous character* and oould s&fel¥ be allowed to go outside*
would be a good worker and would probably be careful to keep out
of trouble and mind his own business* As the Interpreter says
of many of this group, "He is not a fighterlt:

The next largest group among the Kibeil are WA now
want to chang e their answers on loyalty from Ho
138 out of 503. ~he pattern here shows many more individual
differences, though in general the Individuals have spent less
time In Japan (@ good many do not call themselves
resent being classed as such), have parents or a wife and family
in,this country, or where the arﬁnts are still_in_japan, are
not eldest sons and hence do not have the same ©ta|6aB|0 ,
speak more Sngllfeh, are a little further ahead economically,
and feel that their future is In America. To the “estion
Ahy did you say ®No8 in the first place? their answers
frequently that they were »aad« at the time because
and the December* riot, or that they were confused and
it they didn*t volunteer they ouglat to say Ho on
61»,4HM ng the younger ones, that all friends |h
"Ho" so they #Just followed the crowdl* Some feared that ~ “he@y
said "Yes" they would not be allowed to revisit Japan. A gooa
many said they did not have time to think it over enough and so



many said they did not have time to think It over enough and so
said 8Now* A mimber had already been In to change therr answers,
gome while the Army was still here* Many had heard Mr* Merritt
speak, and said that he had cleareil up tiie confusion and anger
in their mindse This was true particularly of young men from
fe3?miaal Island who had been evacuated on 48-homr xiotiee*

On being asked why they wanted to cliange now, the common-
est answer was that they had thought it over and decided they
wanted to stay in this country and so wanted to be American
citizens* Some said frankly tHat they wstnted to relocate aad
go out on furlough. Theie were tlie single boyse Host of the
others Had not yet decided on what they wanted to do* When they
said they wemted to go back to Japan it means they wanted to go
back to visit because they had relatives there, but not that they
wanted to live there*

A few %apo wanted to change to "Ms1 seemed properly to
fall into the bi? group of ecitizens in name only*, but further
questioning usually uncovered some reason for wanting to stay
in this country. Several were orphans and had no longer any
ties In Japan, or bad only one parent living and older brothers
to tEttke eare of the fTamily* Of those the Committee suspected of
santiag to change for their own convenifenoe, a few admitted
they had not made up their minds whether they wanted to live in
America of Japan after the war* It edepended* on a lot of things,
or they wanted to finish their schooling here. These said they
would be loyal eltizens as long as they stayed here, and, when
asked, said they were willing to serve iIn the Army if drafted.

Outside of the two lai»ge gi“oups - the citizens In name only
and the repentant teerloans - are several small but distinctive
classes who want to keep the BNo™ answer. Most fioncpiouous
are those who have lived a considerable time in this country,
speak fairly good Englisli had "built up a business and except
for a visit to Japan some time ejected to live here, but Itho
are embittered over evacixation and their business losses at
the time, and whose bitterness is fed constantly by the editor-
1als In the Los Angeles Times, and by statements like G-eneral
De WItfs T"onoe a Jap always a Japl* These say that before
evacuation they were *as loyal as anybodyl, *ut now the united
States doesn*t want them and they ean#t say they are loyal, so

the¥ want to go to Japan* _ Hext are a ?roup, youn% and fairly
well educated, who say this is a racial war and they must side

with their own race or ttiat because of racial discrimination
in, thi s country there i1s no future for tliem here and so they
must go to Japan* .Another small group are genuinely and deeply
torn by the conflict "between the two countries, to both of whicn



they feel a loyalty, fThe statement fJapan is my father Ametica
is my mother; 1 must be loyal to both of theml expresses their
true feeling* Among these there is deep emotional disturbance,
and they resist making a choice* If pressed, the answer Is
usually '"noll, because of the last part of the question which
call on them to foreswear allegiance to Japan and the Japanese
emperor. A few, who would on other counts belong with those

who have changed to '"yes'™, say they have property in Japan and
so must go back.

Among those who said ~No* are about a dozen who were 1in
the Army at the time war was declared and were discharged three
months later. Most of them kept the ~No® answer; several be-
cause they said they had not Seeii given any reason for being
dropped (ttLomgh 1t was probably because they spoke so little
English) and 1t looked as i1f the United States had denied their
citizenship, others for the usual reasons that their parents
and families were In Japan. There were also three veterans of
World War 1 who had said wNo8, and who changed back to
The first answer expressed anger over the questioning of their
loyalty. They are still resentful, but donft want to be Japa-
nese*

The Committee is convinced that In a very large majority
of oases the changes from ~No8 to ~Yes® on loyalty represents
a genuine decision to be an American eltlzen* Those who expect
to return to Japan are evidently convinced that a '"Yes8 answer
gay, as far ae Japan is eoncerned, cancel their Japanese citizen”®
ship and make it impossible for them to return, and they con-
tinue to say ""No®, though they would often like to get out and
work. Most of those who changed to "'Xes* are American enough
by speech and education to have some hope of a future in this
country, or already have a stake here. Economic advantage as
well as personal conviction is on the side of their remaining
In this country. In most cases, therefore, the Committee is
recommending that the change in answer 'te accepted and the
Individual be allowed and encouraged to relocate* A few whose
record here is against them, o who are suspected of emental

reservationsl we are not recommending.

As to the 365 who remain "No", the Committee Is convinced
that most of them are not disloyal In the sense of being danger-
ous or subversive* Th.ey are In. their own minds aliens™ not
cltlaens™ but beo&use of their birth, now feel that as long
asthey stay iIn this ootintry they must be nothing to hinder or
interfere with the war effort. Most of them, compared to the
young Nisei, have had little education, but as workers they could
be counted to do a good Job. They would probably resist any
atteB'pti to draw them into any type of subversive activity,



and certainly would not undertake anytlaing themselves, partly

as self-protection, but largely becauae they genuinely feel it
would be wrong. There are a few about whom wehave some question
and would not recommend for furlough or leave# A few others
liecause of theilr suspected anti-American influence within the
camp ought; probably s« be In a segregation center* But the
majority, though they will remain Japanese, are less of a liabil-
ity dispersed, and as if were diluted, than if they remain packed
In a relocation center, and they represent a reservoir of man-
power which we believe can safely be released and utilised*

Lucj Adams

LWA/bd



A STUDY OF KIBEI
_ Ralph P# Merritt,
Project Director, Manzanar

Because 503 of the Kiber at ai”zanar answered MNo"on
question 28, “mown as the loyal 7 question, put of the total
of 627 Manzanar Kibei registered by the Army Bo™ird In PelDr-u-
ary, 1943, inquiry intb the questions of what i a Kibel and
what creates this amzing percentage of apparent disloyalty,
became of vital importance. There 1is apparently little known
of this group of American citizens of Japanese ancestry* They
are not the ™forgotteh men”” they™ are the men who were never
known or munderstoode As a group of po;s/\i/t\)le dange: and p/:)tential
disloyalty, they are the product of toerlcan neglect# They rep-
resent the crux of thd so-called Japanese problem. Therefore
at Manzanar the Administrative staff under ook a tliorough and
prolonged investiga ion or* this TfToup in order hat essential
facts regarding tiera might be brought out for the guidance of
ary interested government agencies dealing with Kibel.

The Review Board of Manzanar consisted 6f the Project
Director, the Chief of Gomm-unity Services, and be,Project
Attorney, and the Assistant Project Director and the Chief of
Internal Security as alternates* Each of the 503 Kibei men
wlig had answered MonN dame before this Board and were inter-
viewed at as great length as seemed necessary iIn order to permit
them to state tlieir position. In many cases the answer was
short and definite, Tl say nGn, At many times during the ques-

tioniiig the record would seem to show that tne ques i1ons ere

overly sympathetic or lacking iIn the necessary severity, but



at all times these questions were, designed to draw out from

each man his point of view in order that on the one hand there
would be no restriction of the civil rights of a citizen, but

on the other hand that ultimately full protection would be given
to the iInterests of the government in forming a clear-cut judg-
mentlas to the loyalty and assimilability of the casee

It 1S necessary at the outset that the word. wKibein be
defined. In this particular discussion, reference 1iIs made
solely to male citizens of Japanese ancestry* A Kibei, however,
may be either a male or female citizen. A Kibei 1s a citizen
of Japanese ancestry whd has been i1n Japan. Various agencies
have various definitions, but, during registration at Manzanar
in February, 1943, the Army apparently classed as Ki''bei a person
of Japanese ancestry born in the United States who had been
in Japan three years or longer during their formative years.
Therefore during this discussion the group of men falling into
this class who said fMon were those interviewed. | believe
that a bettet* definition of Kibei is fBn American citizen of
Japanese ancestry who went to Japan before he was 21 years of
age and who upon his ret-urn to the Uni ted States had remained
in Japdn five years or longer, dioring which time he received
a portion or all of his education~”

There came before this Review Board many different types
of citizens of Japanese ancestry. There were men who had been
partially educated in Japan who were of ma ure years, and som
pf whom had served iIn the last war or others had been voiim-

teers at the beginning of this war and later were discharged



from the Army. Many f them spoke good English and Jaad reasonable
appreciation of American ciastoms and ideals « The pther extreme
was the even larger group of young men averaging about 22
years of age wio speak little or no English, whose education
had been solely in Japan, whose point of view was Japanese

and who returned to this country since 1936 and for the,”most
part in 1940. Men. of this group did not grow up in the homes
of parents but were reared by relatives. Lacking parential
control, they tend to be -undisciplined and -unstable. With a
left little fingernail of abnormal length as a fraternity pin,
many of them are the zoot suit boys of Japan. At Manzanar
other evacuees call them tTojols boys* e They are a class by
themselves - not so much disloyal as wholly lacking in anything
American. They are completely foreign to America.

When the Board reviewed the 503 cases it found 138 of
that number who desired to swear allegiance to the United
States and forswear allegiance to the Japanese Emperor or any
otlier foreign government or power. Some of hese speak English
well and some speak English in a very limited way, but all of
them express a desire to perfect their English, and remain in
this coimtry and to be loyal American citizens. The remainder
of the group, 365, cxrapproxi®iatelyeO%, express a desire .
say wWo- the loyalty question and %ost: of tHem ad”ed that
they desired to return to' Japan.

The Board recommends thsit this record as presented >e
accepted as the basis of determining ”“yes™ answers for those
who previously said !Nor,, The Board saw arid talked with each

toan. Fmlther legalizing is fatale



The reasons for saying nNotl appear to fall into the
following classes:

X. Lack of ability to speak English an education
that is Japanese.

2. parents or other relatives ih Japan and a desire to
to pr* with tiera in accor4anc6é with Japa-'
nese custom and tradition bywhich, a spn ~iust support
his parents and a family must be a unite

3- Property in Japan owned by tlie fatally*
4. Distrust of American officials or; the position of

the future of any Japanese in the- United States*

The majority of the men falling into the class of
those saying 1101d dual citizenship# Apparently,they have
always felt a security in the right to ride two horses at the
same 1 bime. . When preseri ed with Je necessity Of malting a
definite choice b tween he two ci isensliips many of them
openly admit their preference for Japanese ci izensliip of their
fear of denouncing all®*gi®“nee o tlie japanese Empepioi™® Most
of these men would sign a request for expatriation if there

were legal means by which a citizen might exb tria e himself

while still in this coimtry, short of an act of treason. No
such leg,al means !l 1 existe Tile question has Ipeeti raised of the
legal right' of the Uni ed States o fofce a citizen o

the posi i:6n bf expafcriatio without an oppor unity to make it
effective and with the inevitable result of having himself
eclassed as Miisloyalr and therefore restricted in civil liber-
ties which are legally still his.

All 6f hese mfn .In the grcupof 365 took the piedge

0 obey tlie laws of fche United States while this cmmtry.



Pew, if any, of them would appear to be ,the type that would 'te
selected as foreign agents because they lack in education and
astuteness, "but many of l!llem are men who would be susceptible :
to subversive influence If exposed.

arge num'ber of

In examining into tlie question of why a |
!/\/\A/\/\/\A/\

Ki"b0Oi returned to lie United States in 1939 and 1940, it devel-

oped hat the imposing of sanetions by 116 Xliiitec) States on
Japan Had resulted not only in Japanese pressvire on those dual
citizens to return to this co\mtry because of shortage of
materials and food iJa Japan, but tlaat there were suggestions by
American educators and ofricial representatives In Japan to the
men in this group timt the” should return to:linerica. To many
a Kibei it was an oiovious escape from service in the' Japanese
Army.

There is a challenge to view ttie tiNoff answers in the
Kibei group as an opportunity for the development of an Amerlcan
point of view. Tills requires a trusting and patient conception
of the problem-. The major points, however, are to see that
hereafter there is no continuation of the growth of any such
foreign group and this group should be treated with equity and
justice but also with clear concept of possible danger from
1 having a total of 2 or 3000 such men loose in any part of the
country at this time.

My recommendation on the Kibei group is as follows

1./ To those who answered wesM to the loyal y ques-

tion during nu itary registration and those who

expressed a desire to change their answers who
were aeproved by the Board of Review, | recommend



that they be given leave clearance and that all ~
their rights of citizenship should be -unimpaired,
incltiding being drafted* The record here presented
should "pe accepted as final* This is no guarantee |,
of loyalty - it is only a recognition that to do
otherwise is a violation of the fundamental riglits
of cltizenship*

2 To those who,answered nNof in the first instance
and continued in that position in their interviews
i li the Board of Review, | recommend leave clearance
be withheld.

3. AIll those in the latter class should remain in the
Relocation Center in the same position as a non-
1 1 611 11 has sworn o obey the laws of tHe pnited
States«

4. Whenever a Kibei in the latter group shall be uncooper-
ative, failing to do a full day*s work, or is known
to be a disturbing factor to the public peace, or
develop indications of being subversive, he should
be transferred to military control in another Centere

5» Opportunit™r should e affered to all persons in he
Kibei group answering ,fNon to sign a request for
expatriation, if and when the Congress of the United
States shall by law provide hat a citizen of the
United States living in the United States may request
expatriation (without an ac of treason) and that
immediately thereupon t]ie exercise -of all rights of
citizenship, siia 1 'te suspended as’ to tha person
and he shall be viewed in the same class as an alien
who has applied for'repatriation*

6. At the end of the war these Kibei should be returned
to Japan*

s ha]sl'"been mentioned in th]é p:ILevi(\)us 6a'|t*ag'|féph, I *re'cén;-?
mend that LE SMTION S ROW POSSIBIE REPA IAT O
AND A SIJ PENSION. R\ CITIZENSHIP FOR DUAL CiT.IZENS OR CITIZENS
WHO DESIR TO DIVEST: THEMSELVES OF THE RIGHTS OF CITIZENS OF
THE UNITED STATES, AND THAT.fTHISiIHOULD BECOME EFFECT VE IMME-
DIATELY ON THE SIGNING OF SUCH A DOCU NT REQUESTING EXPATRIATION
X furthermore recoinmend that, in order to avoid in the
future a rec'urrence of the Kibei who is wholly a foreign product,

1\ ik ~ A !
whftther rit be of* JaDan or any other country, legislation be



enacted by the Congress whereby any citizan who may leave the
Uiiited States pplorv Ip lie age <3f and is bsent

States for a periocl of five years or longer, shall, after the
five year period and upQii I™is return to he Unitecl States, llave
the exercise of the rights of citizenship suspended until such
person shall have presented himself to the Go”rt wmich passes
eapoh nat*U~”alization of non citizens of the Unit d S ates and
have' passed an examination indicating? that sucn person has an
understanding of -bhe EngllsK lahgim”ey N satisfactory under-
standing of American institutions an$ citizeriship responsibilities
and a demonatrafcea royalty.

To euact Ieglslatlon depriving any citizens or any mlnorlty
of tHe rlghts of citizenship Iralées gfave questions Wlth regard
hot only to constitutlpnallty, but with Regard to the very funda-
men als Qf American ideals and coilcepts* On the other Jiand, to
"pélrm’l%a fho\ée who do n%t égesire to tavailr the.mlselves,of the rights
of citizenship with which they were t>orn t0 divest themselves
of that right by request for expatriation and an immediate sus-
pension of all civil rights as a citizen, vrould ssém 0 be
equitable and.entirely Mthin the concept of American idealsy
Furthermore, to protect the exercise of~ttie rights of citizenship
by requiring thp e w 0, he accident of birth, .were enfiowea
witli citizensliip "but have "been edpcsited in the language and

Ins itutions. of a foreign land, a demonstrate heir ability- O:

speak the language of tlus c unt]?y aid to display a reasonable

ANNANNNANA N
K ! AlY ik

degree 6.f'understand|ng W|th regard to the Gonst|tut|on, the
governmental phildsophles of the American people, wou|ld appear

to "be;a so-und and fully Justified procedure, Unless such a step



Is there w ill eVan infiltration into the Unk

in future years of people of many nationalities who would 110ld

the right of citizenship but™ understaridiiig and at)llit® tP . \v
participate in the American system would be of dpubtful or non-
existen Character?e t xity of legal protection on this point by
the United States Government has been responaible for what® appears
to Iq the mp&t serious phase of the present Japanese problem.

The responsibility appears to rest upon American legal prooed-ure
AN A N NN = NANNNNNYVYVVVYVYWYYWNNANNNNNNN
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gather than primarily upon the group created by that procedure.

Y\ NYOOOYYYYYYY\ N \YYYYYYYYY Y\

In storanary, let'me boint out tliat the alien Mapanese'

proven to be dangero-us and fche Kibei, actually or potentially
un ~ mei*icailized s siiown Toy his statements or his record, are the :
>tWo | roiip3 requiring closest attention among those of Japanese
inc/c\a,\s,trx 50\}{]‘9 United Si;atilgt,\ pobé%e/\latter group specific .
legislation should be prepared and applied as outlined in/this

statement for the protection of the rights of citizenship of all

citizens



w W .
flhe Caucasians Make the Rulesll ToFev.TT)
Merritt: I am concerned about the stated and actual policies
of WHA* Particularly so, because he and others must continue
to live 1n California and a need for his friends and others to
know the truth and what WR4 1is really up to. Mentioned a let-
ter to DM and a reply which gave blm the answer tie wantede
Thinks WRA is skating dangerously close to disaster unless it
makes clear what its policies are. Also concerned because so
much Pro-Japanese feeling iIn the center* Mentioned several
events which occurred on theemperorls birthday, including a
Buddhist party for the hospital staff tout which was actually
very pro-Japanese including singing of songs sung in war-time
Japan, Japanese dances and costumes, which had Japanese symbolism
on them. Also a dinner party held for the same purpose* There
are 14 undei»gp imd Japanese language schools* All this he sees
as evidence that the older people do not have in their hearts a
real love for this country, or wish for the success of the
democratic way. It is this group, along with the repatriates
wliidb. b.av© now gi*om to 400 and wirichi making rotton "HbD
oth.or apples in th.e bat*réX which, disturb him# and th.6 disturb-
ance extends to official policy and the attitude or reaction
of prominent friends in California when they learn what WRA
is doinge

Mentioned the difficulty with having any kind of enter
tainment which does not include a lot of Japanese. Told of war
pictures first showing for parents of soldiers and hand clapping
for Axis people and silence for American. The next night the

announcei* asked that there be no clapping at all, and yet there was



Sl

Went to block managers meeting# Told. that only
relationship that Japanese understand is that of father and
child. He has become the father of Manzanar* The people are
his children. Sometimes he is stupid In Jeir eyes because he
doesn’t understand. He talks to them about the need for speak-
ing only English, learning American ways , having their children
speak English, having no Japanese entertainment, yet they still
persist and it is a worry .to him*

Mentioned the lack of discipline In the schools where
small children get up and use bad words at the teacher, and it
IS an evidence that the parents are using the same bad words,
or the children would not do so. Also mentioned Ishli, said
he was iIn bad because when the new servant policy came out,
Ishii quit work* Merritt said if you will continue to work,
than I will be willing to help you out when the time comes,
but if you do not, then you can expect no assistance from me*
(Also mentioned confidential letters being shown to Chandler,
but he wouldnft do business that way.)

At block meeting, he was Introduced as the father of
Manzanare Anzai the chairman* Merritt made reference to it
and to his children, and how he was trying to help his children
to see the right way. Brought up the matter of the discon-
tinuance of agriculture and explained the reasons, showed it
was to their advartege, in terms of food, employment, and the
futuree Also said such a minor thing he had failed to mention
it at the previous meeting, (It led to rumors that Manzanar

wotld close¥*)



Also mentioned the doctor Ariki business. Told of
violations of PCC as well as medical law* People must learn
to obey the law. (Obeying the law Is another point— those who
make the laws can change them to suit their convenience, whilo
those who are subject to them can either disregard or break
them. Those who make them have great respect for them, and
insist that all regard them with the same reverence as the
makers* Obviously law is not looked upon iIn the same way?*)

The Oklahoma dance was held for young people the first
night I was here. There was Caucasian and Japanese issel
sponsors. The MC was a school teacher. B. Doughtery was the
chief promoter. Difficulties included the problem of young men
coming drunk. Also that the issei would not attend. The young
people wanted to have a Japanese dance, so that theii* parents
would approve, B#* said we had to scar® them to death over a
couple of meetings, with the argviment that they were going to
return to their homes soon and what would the people think
there 1f they knew that they couldn”™ have a social OveBing
without having Japanese entertainment. At least keep It out
of the papers that we have Japanese entertainment at our dances*
So happened that boy that went to contact girl danees was told
he would have to see their manager, and so they were out of
that. Axel Nielsen spoke of the same thing and ~told of the
movies* Said he canft allow them to do anything to show their
overt attitude because then the others will find out how m&nj
there are that are really wishing to have Japanese entertaimient

Merritt said that start out with any activity such as music

classes and the first thing that happens is that it becomes

Japanese and all stringed instruments and the American ones



disappear.

Mr* Anzal- Tuesday afternoon*

1* I m the one who was responsible for stopping the riot
of the bachelors in Block 2. Campbell had ordered the removal
of the wash tubs and installing of shoyu barrels. There was a
big crowd of 138 with haaaaeps, axes, etc., and they were going
to destroy the barrels i1f they were put in. | happened by and
then came to see Mr* Campbell, 1 argued with him an hour and
a half. He didn*t want to apologize, he said what about my
position. | said his position was unimportant, that what he
was interested In was keeping peace and quiet and the center
operating smoothly* He said what should 1 do, and 1 said,
first, apologize, second, make arrangements for them to wash
their clothes, and third ? I went over to the group and said
what you men want is a place to wash your clothes, that iIs right.
It doesn*t matter where you wash them, what place, 1f you argue
over the place and cause a disturbance you are working against
the people. If you have a place to wash your clothes that is
all you are asking for, if there iIs anyone who doesn*t agree
with this hold up his hand,— no on®© did. talked with them a
long time, until they bad agreed to that and 1 said could fix
it up with Mr. Campbell. then came back and told him i1t was
all right* X didntt take him with me because i1t was wrong to
make a man in his position excuse himself for something he had

done, and I wanted to save him that embarrassment*



I could have saved the riot of* December 6, if I
had advised Mr. Campbell# He asked me to sit in his office,
but 1 told him had work to do, I would have kept him
from arresting Oyeno.

At that time there were three struggling for poaot*
heree There was Og\nwa Akahoshi, Tayama, and Kurihara*
The first two weren'!t known. They advised the administration
and kept all other people away from the administration*
The last man did not want personal power, T was not selfish
that way. When 1 came here in April,l kept thinking to
myself, how are those people of the administration going
to bring unity to these people? | saw there were all kinds
and coming from different places and they didnTt think
alike or Imow each other* If only the administration had
tried to explain that they were here to help the people
and were their best friends. They didn*t do this. Then
ifT they had told everyone to come to the office and tell
their troubles, the people would have had confidence* They

didn* t do these things, and there was no leadershipe

I am optimistic about the movement of people to
the west coast. |If the WHA will tell the; people what
they are goinge If they will make arrangements for people
to have a job, and to make sure that the attitudes of
the people where fTamilies go are fjplendly, and if the
people here know this and have confidence then there will
''e no trouble. The people worry about staying here, they

are tired of staying heree They have great respect for

the government and if the government will say we will



protect you, It will mean a lot*

Assume that the people want to return, that they
have worried about staying here, that they have worried
about acceptance i1f they go out* The WRA knows this and
iIs making plans to have people friendly to them, ready to
greet them. |If they learn that their American friends
have jobs for them, then they will want to go back and
thef*© will be no trouble. The emphasis must be on the
general principles of what the WRA is prepared to do rather
than upon the details of how people get relief, etc. Also,
there are people who do not like to think of charity, and
that side should not be emphasized. The people are expecting
th© government to help them out to get a new start- they
feel 1t as an obligation of the government for what it
has done, and anything less is wrong--so the help should
be phrased in those terms, that It Is the government rec-
ognizling its obligations for what has happened*

WO call Mr# Merritt the father of Manzanar, and
Mrs. Adams the mother. Some people objected and wrote a
memo* | talked with them and told them what th© relation
of father and son was and that that was the way we wanted
our relation to be with Mr. Merritt. (He also went on t
explain the solid feeling between members of the Japanese
family, and brothers and sisters fight with each other for

position, but that in a crisis they will all work together.)



-7-

We think of the "bachelors as defeated people* They
have never been able to take care of themselves, or to
think ahead and they are easily led# There are some
leaders®™ here who want to secure position, but they donft
know how to lead the people* Murakami head of Judo tried,
to raise trouble over the arrest of Ariki# He said some-
thing about getting a petition of 1000 names* Anybody
would sign such a petition because they donH think* The
Judo people are not well thought of* They are muscle
people and when you have too much muscle training you have
no brains. The people have no real respect for them.

(Who i1n hell are the people¥*)

Mr* Kondo said that the Japanese Chamber of Commerce
raised much money to send the people who were poor and
charity cases back to Japan, and that is one reason why
Japanese were seldom on relief in this count]™« They
have the feeling of always wanting to car© for themselves

and charity is an idea which violates their values*



