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Aug, 29,1942

Dear Mr. Townsend.

He: Church Services

thank you very much for your letter confirming
Sunday Services to be conducted in #2 Recreation Hall iIn-
stead of #4. sent your letter to Rev. MQchida at sanfe
time marking our schedule already made up with Rev, H”shi-
moto and Rev. Kodaira,. 1 efehiilk: ratiier state our set up of
church work here, at least until permanent arrangement 1b
made. In last Sunday”s worship which jointly conducted
both Area G- and Mr. Machida®s Area E. At that meeting |1
wag chosen Rs the liaison Comn"ittee of the Project in the
Protestant Chrisuian Circle Between the Authority, to other
religious group to ministers with other areas. And also
this is the general opinion to put e ch “ves a pastor, like
Rev. Hashimoto in Area Rev Machida in Area E and under-
stood that Rev. K da.ira move into Area between G and E,
Rev Shoji of Episcopal, Rev. Sakuma of Holliness, Rev. Fulcu-
yama of j”oung people church are coming and stationed iIn the
others areas soon. And simld Portland group ever come 1iIn
here. Rev. Hayashi of Pff?irtlaxd Methodist 8nd Rev. Nakajo
of Episco]jial and probably Rev. Horikoshi of Wapato tashingfon)
Methodist will be iIn the group and to take a area each or
assist the Seattle Ministers. For your information with
state names in full in the following

Liaison Committee , Shoji Terazasa
Area . Rev, Shozo Hashimoto

(Seattle Baptist Ghurc]i)
ITf he move iIn F Hev. Naomichi K daira

(Seattle Presbyterian Church)
Area E Rev. Tamotsu Machida

(Japanese Methodist Church)
Coming latfer Rev. Hide Sa.kuma

(Seattle Japanese Holliness

Church)
Rev. G-ennosuke Shoji
(Ex. Pastor Japanese Spis-
oopal Church)
Rev. Tsutomu Fukuyama
(Baptist Pastor for young

people)
From Portland Rev. Minoru Hayaehi
Probably (Portland Methodist)
Hev. Koretaka Navajo

Rev. "sESaza HtDOrSoifLI®

Yours truly,
- Terazaws.



Minidoka Project
p INTER - OFB"ICE MEMO

Da e Oct,_30,194 _
TON Mr, Harrv L, Stafford. DEPT« ?roJect ®dl-rec-toy—

FROM T.. ~nwriB”~nd DEPT - G.oamni tiy Serv.l,ceg

T he Open House for religious workers of the Snafee
River Valley vill be lafeld here Wednesday, Movember 4th.*
The resident religiolas workers are acting as hosts for
this Open House* They would like for the guests to be
served at luncheon on Wednesday and also a few visiting
Oatholics to have breakfast after a special Mass, ;which will
be said at 9:00 A*M* I 1s not possible at this time to
give the exact number of outside guests tha.t are to 'ke.
accommodated, but it would probably not exceed 50 to 75*

Reply Rsquestec. Signed
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FROM

Reply Rsquestec..

Minidoka Project
li ER ~ OFFICE MEMO

Date— April 5f 1945
Philip pur——————DEPT: pr 4”ct Dlrecto-g-

me rge L. Towneend DEPT—gQiamunity aeryic.e..s———

Oonfiinning my conversation with you. § few days sgo, this is
to request the use of the two busses on Thursday, April 8,
to tranport to Twin Palls, mamoers of the Issei Choir of
the Federated Christian Ohurch# 1 would like to have “the
busses report to Hecreatioffi Hall 34 at 9:30 a,m.land pick
up the passengers again at the First Methodist Ohurch.

in Twin Falls at 4jJ00 p.m.

Signed. /.o/ GAT



Minidoka Project

TSR - 0?2?21 E M3MO
Date Bov. 10Q, 19A2

JQ Mr> H. Townsead. DEtle. @Q,ntnutv Service
Kii.gmi DEPT = ana (P lantgviipf.)

Mr. R. Townsend

I have been approached by a religious group, the Sei-
Cho-No-lye, meaning nlhe Home of Infinite Life and Powern,
for a permission to have regular services, Com unions, and
gatherings. |1 had the opportunity to glance over their
pamphlets and Bible and find th t there is a similarity to
Christian Science, however not that extreme as o the latter.

OFf course this religion is not publicly recognized as
Christianity and Buddhism, however there are quite a number
of followers. It is their wish to obtain a permission to
have theilr services and gatherings two or three times a
month and so they have asked me to taiK this thing over with

Reply Requested: Signed:




Minidoka Project

UTTER - OP?IGE MEMO
DatG M v.I1Qf 1922

Yy Tp T Trwnptpnri 2Te 0 Filky firvice

- S. smut D U .Census (Placement)

you in full details explaining their be ief and the prin-
ciple of the TSei-Cho-No-Eyefu

Since 1Im not on® of them, 1 have attached here the
translation and interpretation 01 their Biblee 1 know that
you are very busy and cannot be bothered with every minor
details however, 1 would appreciate it greatly li you will
look into this personally during your spare moments. Also
if possible, 1 would like to make an appointment at your
conveniences relatively to this matter.

Thank you



MIHIDOICA PROJECT
Hunt* Ildaho
Olaief, Sitt Serr,

D@o» 14» 1942

Hev# X Bishop
Gentirail Ghtireh 9
inth and Pleasant roets

Des Moines | 10 ] K | A
Pdar Her* Bisbopi

fhank you for your gen@rous offer gf Oetobaf X8 and fo

thi® toys yovi sent* -X w" soit] I daXay”™d r@ply*»
bu¥% €3 prosstuf®© oT wo'ds, foomiB-tiloB f poXid™r @a N0
no. of s m 016 @ you ° 1 8 & . deiay.
) of duit eiotMng 1is taken Oare of ry ” 1
Sin t ® r p 1 il for p 141> , y -
ing for tHose who work and their
nn~ibmo work and 4-p ndum* It 9 f ®Or diff
reside " Pr ot J g
©Xothingd. Complete new layettes would be part™oularly ”eloo.iO,
U would of great assistance to antii®rs of naw on .
- fs pr 1 U particmhrly
©annot &et out to purahase garments and the ~toj© zt

ated on the Torojeot is unable to eaj*ry a co?upleta

clothing*_ Bed clotking is not needed as blenkete are .&su™a by
the Administration. UsM clothing would ba (iuUe a problem for

us to handle* _ " %5

111 mav IMO3f0St» you to -too” %tQ, AN tOost™Mits 4 2PMNiRE I
.50 POr ..cunv of T~ ®..r8sid®xs o.. alpr 4~ . Tik
al™ht ordained ministers of Japanese ancestry on the
? |r Cauoaei”™ workers who iiaye bean assigned by tne respectiva
HomO Mission Boards. THa Protestant group hes formed a Federated
Churoh OounoU and all religious activities are

carried o te. 13 me" ®y I ® a$gaaS™W-IWb",
narticularly strong and perfora a splendid sarvioa# MNm
I1"ed gSd to know ST you? i1atarast and service to these avaoueas.

81lnoer®ly yqurs,

Georg® L# fownsand
Chief, Gomiiunity Services



Minidolca Project

IUTSH * OFFICE MEMO
10 24t 47S

MOM Oarl V» 3an<loz IDIBIPT« Couns™oi™
TO — DSPT« Ghlef, OQm.ixnlty Services

attached is a lettOr wii3eh was referred to me for reply by
your office* X did not reoeire I untia yesterday and since you
ar@ returning so soonf am sending It back to you as | believe
that you oan answer it muoh better than 1#

You will note tliat they offer clothing and layettes. |1
believe we c ;n usa any number of coiTiplote layettos. As w& agreed
before, however, I think that it would b« quit© questionable to
ask for clothing= We have been distributing the supply of saoond
1iand olothing which was brought fic31 Puyal lup™ tiiis haa been
tlis only supply of olothing for ohildren and wo. ient 1t has been
acoep Od r@ad;U e Ox«m clothing ooupona and cash for clothing
baooiae avanao e 1 hope we can gat away froia the use of second
hand clothing*

REFLT 3ICHUD s



13000mb6r 1942

nr. V. S. Tomzava a™Ugloa-Hoclc 5-6-F
George U fhiraeesed Ooamainity S«nricw
Xn reply to your inquijpy of 188 I wi™h to advise tiat

It is agabait our polioy to distribute raligioua paigpllets Uo others

than tlacee who ar® eonusanlcaxits of a speoifle denomination or
We aalc that paa'phlata of a  cular nature not be distribirted generally*
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MISIDOKA PROJECT
Hunt, Idaho

Community Services

Mr* Dillon S. Hyer
Director

War Eelocitlon Authority
Barr Building
Washington, D. C*

Dear Hr* Myers

In reply to you recent memorandum on questions
of religious pollol6s9 1 gm attaching a stateiaent ot
our answers to your questions made categorically* 1

trust_this will answer In suffeient detail the
questions raided, If not please advise*

Sincerely

H, L. Stafford
Project Director

GLTownsend/”"8
Attachment



WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
MINIDOKA PHOJECT
Hunt, ldaho

March 30,1943

REPLY TO QUESTIONS ON RELIGIOUS POLICIES

GomDensatlon of Evacuee Ministers;
iU Organized Congregations on Project:

a* Protestant;
(X) B&ptist: Rev. fsutomu Fukuyama
Rev. S”™ozo Hashimoto
Rev. Kihaohi Hlrakawa
(retired)
(2 Splcopal Father Kenneth W. Nakajo
Father Joseph Kitagawa
Rev. 0O-ennosuk.e Shojl

(3 Holiness: Rev. H. T. Sakuma

(4 Methodist Rev. Franci8 M. Hayashi
-Rev. Thomas J. Machida

(5) Presbyterian! Rev, Naomichi Kodalra
(6) Congregational: Mr. M. Tajitsu (a layman)

b. Catholic
(1) Our Lady Queen of Martyri Parish

Tlbesar
m Buddhist: i
(1) = Nlchirent Rev. Yohaki Arakawa
Rev. I lijima
(2 Shlnshut Rev. H. E. Terao
3 United: Rev# Y, Kimura
@ Rev, H. N. Sugimoto
Eev» Tansal Teraltawa
d* Other:

(@) Selcho-no-lye



2**

Of the preceding organized congregations the following are pre-
pared and have been paying cash allowances as follows:

Protestants +  Non®© Methodist — -
Episcopal— None Presbyterian -- - None
Holiness — None Congregational — None
Catholic: Supported completely by The Church
Buddhist; NIchlren « None
Shinshu . X
United = 7one
2m The following evacuee religious workers have received funds from
outside denominations as follows
Clothing
~ame of Religious Amt. of Cash Wife Allow, of
oreran!zatlon Worker Advance Paid Ingl:ded Family Incl.
o]
Baptist Rev* T« Fukuyama #35*00 Married Yes
probably 1 dependent
#19 after this
p us
_ Rev. S. Hashimoto 150>QQ daughter . . . Yitfl
Episcopal Rev. Nakajo #19.00 Yes plus 2
R _ children Xeg
Rev. Joseph Kitagawa A119.00 Unmarried Yes .
ST itev. ShoJl ~W.oo Yes plus 4
children Yes
Holiness AevO Hv T, Sakuma 120.00 Yes i>lus 1 g
Methodist ev. F. M, Hayashi $19,00 Yes plus 2 Plus 112,00
children
B S — Rev. Tv Machida £20.66 Yes Dlus 2 Yes
Presbvterlan Rev. H. Kodaira 512-88 ¥ES lus Yes
i M. Tajitsu u - €s plus
Congregational Hr. J children Ves
Shl nehii Rev. . Tfirao 112~0 VYes tlus 1_ Xee
Catholic Father L, H, Tlbesar _ ~upported completely by Tlie enureJ

sSupported by the congregation

3.

This project is not oompenaating religious workers for other

of assignments performed on the project.

The wives of

the

religious workers are employed In clerical community activities

or other assignments on a bona fide full time "basis*

We have

scrupulously refrained from any work assignment which might b® a
sepeerkage’y relraltedotEsnany ; 180"

uge -
I1glous workers.

permit continuance of religlfous services by the re_
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Admission and Treatment of Outside Ministers

X«

2m

3*

Nine non-evaouee religious workers reside on the outside of the
project and have been given permission to engage regularly In
religious activities on the project. The organized religious
groups on the project have from time to time invited neighboring
religious workers, such as ministers; to appear at their ser-
vices and to engage in certain religious activities. Such re-
quests are referred to the Chief, Community Services, who 1iIn
turn makes a recommendation to the Project Director for appro-
plate action. There i1s no Community Council iIn this project*
The basis employed In ~determining whether outside ministers”®
services on the project are requested9 are:

a» Is the group making a request, an organized group or
congregation?

b. Has the recommendation been cleared through the Buddhist
Church Office, the Federated Christian Church Office,
or the Catholic Church Office represented on the project?

WO have an Inter-Palth Council composed of all religious workens
on the project that meets monthly with the Chief, Community
Services. This Council discusses problems of religious workers,
the religious groups, and their relation to the Administration.
Alse , community wide activities are sometimes undertaken by this
group. In addition the Protestant Churches are organized into
the Federated Christian Chiirch. They maintain an office on the
project with two full-time secretaries and other clerical help*
They raise their own funds, the Administration furnishing only a
room for the office. Likewise, the Buddhist sects cooperate to-
gether and occupy a room as an office as do the Catholics.

There has been no indication that present W.R. A. policy is de-
veloping a pro-Buddhist bias or restriction of admission of Protr-
estant pastors except the prohibition against outside religious
workers residing on the project has worked a hardship on Protes-
tant and Catholic clergyman because of distances to be traveled#

Outside religious workers who visit regularly and have a recog-

nized and official working relationship with B@rsons on the pro-
ject are given monthly passes by the Project Director on the

asis as outiided in No .1 Sbove*

Other Aspects of Religion

Im

The Inter-Palth Council to In No .1l above has been very



2m

3*

helpful 1n our administrative problems and in admlnietration of
the center. We do not have a Salvation Army or Seventh Day Ad-
ventist Organization on the project* The ministef of the Holi-
ness Church Is a member of the Protestant Federated Churcli and

IS accepted on the same basis ae Is the Presbyterian, Methodist,
and other ministers. It must be seen from this type of organiza-
tion that all Protestant groups are organized into a Federation
for the promotion of their own activities and each member in

turn belongs to the larger and more inclusive Inter-Faith Council#
The Inter-Paith Council Is loosely organized and meets vith the
Chief, Community Services more for the purpose of clarifying
policies and discussion on mutual problems rather than In the
promotion of relgious activities as such on the project* The
latter are left to the three dominant groups9 Buddhist, Catholics>
and Protestants.

Tliere are no buildings cir meeting places assigned for the exclu-
sive use of any religious group except for three rooms which
serve as headquarters or offices of the three faiths. Church
services, Sunday School and other activities share the use of
Recreation Halls, Dining Halls and school classrooms al6ng with
Other groups on the project. Preference as to meeting hours and
place 1s given to re igious groups for Sunday and mid-week ser-
vices* Cupboards have '"been constructed in Recreation Halls where
the religious groups may store hymnals9 altar accoutrements and
supplies and thry are kept there between services while other
groups may be using the same meeting place. Offices above men-
tioned are used by outside religious workers along with the evacuee
religious workers.

There 1s no evidence that Buddhist priests are spreading Shintoist
or other pro-Japanese teaching on this project. On the contrary,
most of the Buddhist priests actively promoted recent registration
and enlistment of volunteers. They held meetings of thit»" wn
members and conferred frequently with members of the appointed
personnel relative to gieans by which they could cooperate best

In our endeavor. Buddhist priests on this project thus far have
been most cooperative with the Administration and other religious
groups and a mutual repect and understanding exists between all
religious workers of all faiths.

To i1llustrate the degree wMbh the various faiths cooperate, the
Buddhist, Catholic and Protestant churches in Seattle and Port*
land to which evacuees on this project belong made available to
the ?roject over 2,000ffolding chairs, pianos, prima 8011001
supplies, and other equipment which was shipped to the project
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and distributed to recreation halls and Is used indiscrimlnatelLy
by all groups. The equipment was given to the project without
any restrictions and has been a valuable aid in carrying on
commimlty and religious activities* Thus far there has been no
display of an attitude of priority by any group on the equipment
which wae shipped to tiie project but ratier such equipment has
been made available for the use of other denominations, other
faiths, and other groups*

The Federated Christian Church maintains a splendid working re-
lationship with the snake River Valley Ministerial Association.
This Association is composed of Protestant ministers of churches
«\sitiliin a radius of 60 miles of the project? 1lley hold quarterly
meetings. The Protestant ministers on the project--both evacuee
and outside religious workers assigned here— are members of this
association and attend some of the meetings* This association

lias done much to develop good publi® relatione and there iIs scarce-
ly a Sunday that some minister or young peoplevs organization from
the project does not fill the pulpit of a Protestant church on

the outside* Ministers and representatives of young peoplefs
church organization from the outside come into the project almost
weekly to participate in church services here.



WAR HSLOC TION AUTHORITY
Washington

*
m .
f?a CAIION AliTHOBITY
tUMMUNITY AMALYalS SECTION
May 11,1943
MEMOR~KDUM
TO: All Project Directors

FROM: John H. ProvinsO, Chief
Community Services Division

Tlie Protestant Church Gomraision for Japanese Service
had furnished us a list of the Protestant ministers at each
center to wij-an they are paying compensation, and thQ amount
of sueh compensation.

Attached is a list of the ministers at your project
who are receiving compensation elitough the program of the
Coimaissio”™, showing- the denomination of tlie minister and

the amount he is receiving per month.

According to the information furnished by the”com-
mission, The Presbyterian, Baptist, Episcopal, Salvation_
Army, Disciples, and lvangelical Reformed Boards are paying
full compensation, including ~19.00 to tlie Minister, $12.00
for his wife, and clothing allowances for the minister and
his dependents, or the equivalent. The Methodist Board
is ps.ying M19*00 plus clotiiing allow8.2106s, 8lid HiQ Con-
gregational Board will probably pay the same amount.

The Holiness and Free Methodis*b pastors are now re-

by the local churches witxi clothing allowances. The former
ba*™a no... 0 0 . 8 QuirechiiOni .EELd™thus the ;-f30.00 is

being contributed by the Oriental Missionary Aociety. The
Fre© Motiiiodis™t Board may be abl® "to coii*foribu™te tiike additrions. |
clothing allowancese

Several of the independent pastors are also being
helped by the local center diurohes.

In tlie attaciied list, amoi”ts are indicate”™ whei’e

This information will be useful to the Coiwaunity
Welfare Section should any of these families apply for ser-
vice or assistance.

Attacliment



Tsutomu Fukuyama

T 3 o™

FEDERATED CHRISTIAN CHURCH

2S-1-C HUNT, IDAHO
MINISTERS CONSTITUENT CHURCHES

Emery A. Andrews Thomas J. Machida BAPTIST oo e . Seattle
Henry T. Sakuma CONGREGATIONAL..cooovvevereriennn Seattle

Joseph M. Kitagawa Gennosuke Shoji EPISCOPAL . .. Kent, Seattle, Portland
Naomichi Kodaira Everett W. Thompson HOLINESS.....coovvviin Seattle

METHODIST..cccoiiirn Tacoma, Seattle
Hood River, Portland
PRESBYTERIAN . Seattle

December 14,1943

Mre DeYoung

Community Analysis Division
22-7-C

Hunt, Ildaho

Dear Mr* DeYoungf

Last week one of your office workers came with a re-
quest. The first question was in relation hip to social
welfare in Minidoka*

In our project the function of social welfare has been
assumed by the Social Welfare Division. Tliey have been doing
a fine job. However, there are people who hesitate to come
to the W.R.A. for help and assistance* Many people do not like
to reveal their personal status and personal problems to a
stranger. The Christian Church and i1ts missionaries are meet-
ing the need of those types of people* We are assisting ma-
terially in used clothing which come from the outside and in
or counselling program* People come to each, minister and
missionary con tantly for advice iIn their personal problems
and problems of their future#

The second question was i1n regard to a legislative action.
We are not doing mach of anything along this line since we feel
hat this is the function of the Federated Council of Churches
in Christ, and of our respective denominational bodies* We
keep i1n contact with these larger organizations and they in turn
work for us iIn legislative action.

Your final question was pertaining to what we are doing
in order to prevent crime iIn Minidoka and for civic betterment.
We fTeel that religious training and character education are
basic to the development of a better community* To this end we
are devoting a great deal of our efforts to the religious edu-
cation program which attracts nearly five hundred children.

You might be iInterested to know that our older people carry on
a program of constructive activities such as preparing gifts
for hospital patients at Christmas time, wrapping gifts for
the eonmunity Christmas parties and trying to assist people 1n
need through friendship and in material ways.

I hope that | have answered your questions satisfactorily.
In case you want further information, 1 would be glad to de-
vote more time by talking to you.

Sincerely,



MINIDOKA PROJECT
HUNT, 1DAHO

Chief, Com. Ser.

Dec.14; 1943

Rev. L. K. Bishop

Central Church of Christ

Ninth and Pleasant Streets
Des Moines, lowa

Dear Hev, BishopJ

Thaitak you for your generous of”er of October 15 and
for the toys which you eent, 1 am very sorry that 1 delayed
replying 'but the pressure of work and formulation of policy-
on acceptance of such articles as you mention has caused the
delay,

The matter o adult clothing is taken Eare of very
well since the Government asBumes responsibility forprovid-
ing clothing for those who work and their dependents and
those who are unable to work and their dependents. It has
bfierj difficult for the residents of the project to purchase
childrenls and babies 1 clothing. Complete nsw layettes would
be particularly welcome; i1t would.of great assistance to
mothers of new babies on the project, This problem is art-
icularly acute sice the residents cannot get out to purchase t
garments and the store which is operated on the project is
unable to carry a complete stock of baby clothing. Bed
clothing is not needed as blankets are issued by the Adminis-
tration. Used clothing would be quite a problem for us to
handle.

t may interest you to know that the Protestants
comprise almost 50 rser cent of the residents on the project*
There ars eight ordaj”™.ned ministers T Japanese ancestry on
the project and four Caucasian workers who have been assign-
ed by the respective Home Mission Boards, The Protestant;
group has formed a Fedsre.ted Church Council sind, all religious
activities are sponsored and carried out by the council.

The young people organizations are particularly strong ands
perform a splended service. Te are indeed glad to knowof
your interest and service to these evacuees.

Sincerely yourst

Q-eorgeL. Townsend
Ghleff G nimunity Services



