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Berkeley, California, 
July 13, 1945.

Editor,
Auburn Journal, 
Auburn , California

Bear Sir:

Our attention ^as been called to the columh,"To 
Bill From Bad” in the Auburn Journal of June 14, 1945 , 
in which the writer welcomes the youth harvest camp as 
a substitute for the normal supply of Japanese-America n 
labor*

The sponsoring groups of the Berkeley Girls Harvest  
Camp, Incorporated, wish it to be known that this 
organization was set up to take care of the war time 
farm labor shortage only, and not to supplant any normal  
labor supply*

Yours truly,

Executive Committee, Berkeley Girls
Hardest Camp:

, Chairman, Representative 
~ University YWCA

, Vice Chairman, Representative 
Community YWCA 

, Secretary, Representative 
Camp Fire Girls 

, Treasurer, Representative 
Girl Scouts of America
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STATEMENT

REGARDING THE FORMER JAPANESE Y.W.C .A.RESIDENCE

The former L.A.Japanese residents’ Committee interes ted 

in the welfare of the Japanese Y.W.C.A. residence at ���� East Third 

street., Los Angeles, California, believes it necess ary to make a pub�

lic statement on the status of the residence house at this t ime for 

public information.

To get a correct picture of the start of this women ’s

dormitory, it is only necessary to quote from the ann ual report of

the International Insitute for the year 1922:

”In September, the Japanese Advisors and Board Member s decided 
that the need of an adequate dormitory was imperativ e--that a 
campaign to raise $ �� , ������ should be commenced and that the 
building committee with the members of the Joint Commi ttee of the 
International Insitute and the Japanese Y.W.C.A. (Miss  Darnall, 
Mrs. Graves, kiss Atsatt, k r s . Nagamine , Mrs. Koji ma, and
Miss Hiraoka) should look for suitable property. We  are delight�
ed to report that before the end of September, a very  desirable 
twelve-room house, ���� East 3rd Street, (with hardwood floors 
throughout, a cement basement with a good furnace a nd a finished 
third story, which can be used for a dormitory or a soc ial hall, 
on a lot ��� by ��� ft.) at the price of $ 	���. ��, was selected.

Pursuant to the above decision, the Los Angeles Japanese 

residents* Committee raised all of the money for the pur chase of this 

residence from donors within the Southren California  Japanese resi�

dents. Therefore, it was operated as a dormitory for the needs of 

Japanese women until the Evacuation order.

With the removal of the Exclusion Order and the return 

of persons of Japanese ancestry to their former res idence, the acute 

need for housing foi* this group is again severe.

It became known in late October of 194-5 that the Metr o�

politan Y.W.C.A. was proceedong to formulate the poli cies of the Japa�

nese Y.W.C.A. residence. This was being done without the knowledge 

or consent of the majority of the fo'rmer members of the Japanese Y.W. 

C.A. Board. Thé Metropolitan Y.W.C.A. had proposed a n inter-racial 

dormitory at ���� East Third Street, Los Angeles , California, under  its 

control. Therefore,the Committee, representing the o verwhelming majo�

rity of social workers, and the Japanese community, ha d Reverend K. 

Unoura act as spokesman for them and presented the Los Ang eles Y.W.C.A 

a letter and petition which read as follows:
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HLos Angeles, California 
October 29» 1945

Mrs.E. Case, President
Board of Directors

Los Angeles Y.W.C.A.
Los Angeles, California

Dear M r b . Case;

We, the undersigned, request the Los Angeles Y.W.C.A. to 
return to a Japanese committee of management the opera tion of 
the residence located at ���� East Third Stfeet, Los Angeles, 
which was purchased with the contributions of Japanes e people 
specifically for the purpose of providing residence fo r Japa�
nese women and gi r ls . The residence was so used until  the ne�
cessity of evacuation left the property in the care of the Los 
Angeles Y.W.C.A. with the understanding that it woul d be re�
turned to the Japanese committee of management when the Japa�
nese returned.

The deed to the property is held by the Los Angeles Y«w.
C.A. in £rust for the Japanese; an agreement signed by the 
President pf the Board of Directors and the President of the 
Japanese Y.W.C.A. is on file at the Y.W.C.A. In Septem ber,
1922, upon the request from the Japanese Y.W.C.A., the Bo ard 
of Directors of the Los Angeles Y.W.C.A. unanimously v oted to 
purchase this property for the Japanese Y.W.C.A. -- the Ja pa�
nese Association members agreeing to raise the mone y, and the 
building to be used for Japanese work only.

Thus, in justice to the thousands who contributed t o the 
purchase of this home for Japanese women and girls, the under�
signed here now returned feel that any new policy p ertaining to 
the use of the residence, such as the inter-racial plan, howe ver 
laudable, must be held in abeyance until more people have re�
turned, and that any change should be decided at a gen eral meet�
ing after March, 1946, when all the Relocation Centers s hould 
have been closed.

In the meantime, we feel it our obligation to conti nue to 
pursue the policy under which the residene was subscrib ed to, 
purchased and operated until the Evacuation, that o f providing 
housing for Japanese women and girls.

Sincerely yours,"

The above letter was sighed by �� persons; including 

4 ordained pastors, namely Reverends Kawashima, Kow ta , Yamaka , and 

TJnoura, two of whom were on the Advisory Board; and 24  members of 

the Japanese Y.W.C.A., 7 of whom were members of the Committee of

Management.

The matter was discussed with Mrs. Case, the Presiden t 

of the Los Angeles Y.W.C.A., and Mrs. Hamilton, Gene ral Secretary, and 

Mrs. Spaulding, Chairman <rt  the Inter-racial Committee, at a formal 

meeting on November � , 1945*

At the time of this meeting only five replies l avonng  

the inter-racial plan had been received from the commi ttee of manage�

ment members; and there had been received twelve re plies over
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against the policy. One of the writers who had favor ed the policy pre�

sented herself in person to retract her former stat ement explaining, 

’’the cessation of war and the terrible housing short age calls for dif�

ferent planning.” In other words, there were only f our members favor�

ing and thirteen against the inter-racial plan.

Mrs. Case stated that the petition of the Japanese co m�

mittee would be presented to the board meeting of Nove mber 15, 194-5.

On November 26, on the eve of the Y.W.C.A. welcome tea 

to'returned Japanese, the Japanese members met and appoin ted Rev. K. 

Unoura to represent them in the event the Y.W.C.A. Board  failed to 

grant the petition of October 29, 194-5.

On the occasion of the Y.W.C.A. tea of November 27, 

there was no reply made to the request of October 29 for the return 

of the residence to a Japanese committee of management . Instead,1here 

was only a series of talks on the inter-racial plan. Thereup on, Rev. 

Unoura reqiiested that an arbitration commit tee be a ppointed to study 

both sides of the question. Mr. Raymond Booth and Dr . Genevieve Carter 

were appointed to Confer with Rev. Unoura and Mrs .  Sugino.

At the arbitration meeting the Japanese committee emph-  

sized the importance and advisability of the right pro cedure, that of 

first returning the residence to the Japanese peopl e in order to main�

tain the amicable feelings between the groups. Miss Hamilton, the 

General Secretary, explained that the Japanese bran ch had been dis�

solved in May of 1942, by the Y.W.C.A.Board. This announ cement wao 

being made to the Japanese for the first time at this mee ting.

On December 12, 194-5 another meeting of the arbitrati on 

committee was held and at which time the Central Y.M.C .A. representa�

tives merely announced that they could hot return t he residence to a 

Japanese committee of management. In the meantime, Rev . Unoura, .repre�

senting the Japanese committee requested the Central  Y.W.C.A. to make 

a public statement of their decision at the earliest d ate possible.

A public letter was issued by the Y.W.C.A. under dat e oi 

January 30, 1946 which was signed by Mrs. Case , Pre sident and Mrs, 

Spaulding, Chairman of Inter-racial Committee. The g ist of the letter 

is that the Los Angeles Y.W.C.A. has now decided to ma ke this residence
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house at 26l6 East Third Street, Los Angeles an inter- racial coopera�

tive residence for girls, and will accept application  of Japanese 

girls along with other racial groups. This letter appear s to he the 

only answer to date on the request made hy the Japanese com mittee for 

the use and return of the residence house to their mana gement.

sented hy this committee of �� Japanese, requesting the discharge of 

the custodianship of the residence which we made in good faith at the 

time of evacuation, hut it only tends to give an erron eous impression 

to the public as though the Central Y.W.C.A. Board acte d on the basis 

of the general consent of the Japanese committee hy m erely stating tha* 

"all the replies received had heen favorable".

mittee memebsrs have resolved that:

1. The action taken hy the Metropo3.itan Y.W.C.A. Board to use  and 

operate the property at 26l6 East Third Street, Los  Angeles is not 

only contrary to the spirit and and the origial trust agreement drawn 

in �	��, hut also this being a limited deed, it is legally question ed. 

This is an obvious violation of a public trust.

2. That such procedure instituted hy the metropolit an Y.W.C.A.

is a breach of understanding made at the time of evacua tion. Although 

we are not permitted to obtain the Y.W.C.A, minutes, letters received 

from î iss Maki Ichiyasu (dating November 20, 194?) , then the Japanese 

Branch Secretary, and Miss Grace Steinbeck of the C entral Y.W.C.A. 

General Secretary at that time(dating November 19» 194?), very plainly 

show that the Metropolitan Y.W.C.A. was to act merel y as a custodian 

until the Japanese returned , by stating that "the Boa rd of Directors 

to care for it while the Japanese were away".

3. The signers of the petition who constitute a major ity of the 

former members of the committee of management and o thers who represent 

the Japanese •community-at-large are still in hopes th at the newly lec 

ed Board of Directors of the Metropolitan Y.W.C.A. would reconsider 

the matter in all fairness so that the Japanese will  be given justice 

which they desrve .

The above letter makes no mention of the petition pr

Therefore, the L. A.Japanese Y.W.C.A. and resident’ com-

Respectfully submitted 

Kojiro Unoura,822 East Twentieth Street, 
Los Angeles 11, California 
July 15, �	��
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THE JAPANESE Y.W.C.A. RESIDENCE 

In the course of discussions and conferences with t he

officials of the ¿metropolitan Y.W.C .A. , J-Jfs • Spaulding,  the chairman 

of the Inter-racial Committe, and Dr. Raymond Booth, e xecutive Secre�

tary of Council for Civic Unity, the Japanese were given four-pointed 

assurances which were to he fulfilled before the resi dence is opened.

To date, to the sad disappointment of the Japanese, not one of such 

promises ,was fulfilled. The Japanese committe which o wes its responsi�

bility to the Japanese community that supported the ca use ,and myself 

who is chosen as a spokesoman for the comittee , have  been waiting ea�

gerly and most patiently for their full developments . It is with a 

great regret and reluctance that I must make such a public and personal 

statements at this time. These assurances were as foll ows:

l.It was understood that the Y.W.C.A. officials were t o exert 
their best efforts nto educate the Japanese as to the r eal me 
ning and value of such project as an inter-racial p olicy o n .*• J • 
C.A. program so that the Japanese might see its advantages m  the 
long run,and again, by so convincing them, the inter-ra cial pro�
ject might be initiated by Japanese themselves rather t he issue 
is forced on them. Thus in the end, it might become a shi ning 
ecample to the cause of an inter-racial Pr �fr^m of0^ rell^ 0^ „  
and social organizations throughout the United States . To our
knowledge no such move has been made.

2.When the committee of management was to be formed for the re- 
sidoncethe majority of mombôrs would be Japanese sinc e they have 
had a greater part in sharing the responsibility in p urchasing 
the residence. So far, we heard nothing to this effec t.

3. When the residence was ready for occupancy the Japanese  pub- 
lie was to be given a full opportunity to inspect the  place. With 
exception of a brief announcement in the latter part o f January 
that it was under preparations for reopening. Accor ding to reports 
it has been opened sometime ago for some three or four  months. No 
such courtesy was extended to the Japanese committee,  the apanese 

community, or the spokesman.

4. When it becomes ready for occupancy the Nisei girls would have 
a larger ration, something like 14 to 4 in favor of the Japanese. 
Reports and observation indicate thefe are only 2 o r three Nisei 
girls over against several NegrO, Spanish, and Cauc asian g i n s .

I reveal these facts with a good deal of reluctance a nd 

sadness in“ my heart. A casual glance at the whole procedure will make 

one feel that the Japanese did not receive a square deal or a full jus�

tice in the matter. However noble the policy may b e ,the un fair means 

docs, not justify the ends. It is more complicated and deeply involved 

than it apears on the surface. The American principle of  fair play .*!> 

at stake. I,therefore appeal to the fair minded and  understanding u 

ficials and the members of the Board of Directors of t he Metropolitan 

Y.W.C.A. the matter may be given a thorough review so  that mare amica�

ble conclusions reached and that a cordial relations hip is continued.

Re s pe c t fu1ly submitted.
July 15, 1946


