


RE AMERICANS

By Emil Sekerak

(Antioch Alummi Bulletin, Feb. 1943,)

(EDITOR'S NOTE: Emil Sekerak eceame to /intloch from Cleveland in 1931,
Hajoring in business administration, he had co-op jobs ms secretary
to the chairman of the liational Mediation Board in Washington, as ju-
nior accountant with Lybrand®s, and as & research worker at the Ohio
Farm Burcaus After graduating with honors in 1936, he continued with
the Ohio Farm Bureau until he took up his job with the war Relocation
le is at present working in the Cormunity Enterprise Di-

Hilitery strategy and protective custody"--thegse are the og=

reasons why nearly 120,000 Japanege~imericans were shifted

est Coast to centers farther inland last April. Military
strategy because of fear of a Japamese invasion and "fifth column®
activity. Protective custody because of fear of vigilante and mob
action against the persons and property of the Japenese Yest Coast

reosidents.

hen one remembers the assorted {ith column hysterian which
were rift in the country a year ago, the explanation o military stra=-
tegy appears plausible. Yet it alone does not explain why "race" was
made the eriteria of evacumtion rather then pro-Japan or pro-ixis"

leanings”.

Mhen one ponders the explanation of "protective custody" one
has mixed feelings, The realist may be satisfied that the Japanese
are safer in the eenters than they would be back home. But the idea-
list is shocked by the realization that in poractice the people of the
jost Corst have fallen so far ghort of the ideals of demoeracy. That
all Japanese-imerie-ns, American citizens included, without cormitting
overt acts should have to be protected from the illegsl violence of
other Ameriean citizens is & blot on the record of imerican denocracye.
lio sinco the acadians were exmled from Nova Scotia has a forced mass
evacuation teken place in English-gpesking ‘merica.

There are meny who think that economics ws a large factor in the
evaucation, i.ee« the mination of the oconomic competition of the
Japangse~imericans in favor of Caucesisn business mean and fermers.

Yot the decision was made. And om bulletin boards in all the
cities and towns and villages on the West Coast appearsd one day in
February piacards headed in larpe type with the words “"Proclmation to
all Persons of Japanese Ancestry" which contined, in effect, "you mugt
get ready to move out of your homes and voeatlons by such and such a
date." These posters went on to exdein that if the Japanese had not
evacuated voluntarily out of the defense zones after one month or gix
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woeks they would have to go to centers guarded by the Army. Noloyalty
tests were to be made, no weeding out, no separstion of shesp from goats.

A fow left voluntarily. iost waited, hoping that the situation
would change in thelr fevor. It didn't, so they liquidated their pro~
perty at a loss, bade farewell to friends, and went to the temporary
"asgembly" centers pending removal to more permanent “relocation" cen~-
ters farther inland.

The people of the Topaz Relogation Center came from the "bay -
area,” vhlch includes San Francisco, Oskland, Berkely and emvirons,
The "assembly" canter was the Tanforan Race track, some 15 miles south
of San Franciseco. To hastily converted stables they ceme to live. Be-
hind they left hcmesys schools, and jobs, =nd most of thelr persomal pog-
sessiong.

After soveral months at Tanforan, they were sent to a fenced- in
square mile of the gentral Utah desert, guarded by a company of military
polige, there t» live until the war was over,

The Japanese~Americans in this relocation center are accepting
their uprooting pretty well. vhen one considers the tremendous adjust-
nant=-geogrevhisally, soeially, economically, psychologically-=they
have had to make, they have taken it on the chin gracefully. Vy momm
for measurement is to imagine how any other segment of our population
would have %aken it, Germen-Americans, say, or Italisn-Americans or
American-Slava, or for that matter British-imericans of comparatively
recent immigration,

The mogt vociferous protests have beon made by the Hisei (Ameri-
can born and oduceted). The reamsons: they have the thoroughly Ameri~
can trait of demanding their rights"s they have felt the pain of the
insinuated charges most deoply. Ferhaps the lssel (firet generation)
and Kibei their transplanting, but they probably foel that they do not
have the right to "rights" like the Nigei do.

hereas the assembly centers were organized by the vartime Civil
Control Administration (a temporary hybrid of the U, S. Army and other
Federal agencies including the WPA), the relocation centers are organi-
zed and controlled by the WRA, whoge personnel has been selected for
fitness in handling a large public welfare situation in all its ramifi-
cations. The WRA has dome a great deal to infuse faith and hope into
the hearts of the evacuees. From gtories one hears, the initisl as-
sombly had many ugly aspects. The situation was unprecedented; the
staff handling the essembly were not experts. Feelings were hurt, many
seemingly umnecegsary injustices and erudities committed. wRA, on the
other hand, is treating the metter from the stand point of a temporary
social problem, end is trying to keep it from becoming a permanent one.
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We are trying to make the center as much of a norsml American
community as the facilities and circumstences (and public opinion in
the region) will allows. Here in the genter the evacuees are called
“regsidente”s The Caucasian persommel are called the "appointive or
adrinigtrative gtaff", The residents enjoy maximum participation in
policy-making within the framework of the rather roasonable WRA regu-
lations, Thoy have an elected city council, empowered t0 pass ordi-
nances enforceable by the intermal polics~-who are residents. MNogt
of the nonconfidential positions in the adminigtrative offices are
held by regidents. The stores and servieces in the center asre run by
the residents on a cooperative basis. More than half of the school
toachers are residents.

At first, the attitude of the newly arrived evacucesws one of
guspicion and resentment toward the administrative people and the rules
and regulations. Every week saw an incipient "ineident" breqing, but
persistence toward agreeable solutions on the part of the project ad-
minlstration brought wnderstanding response from a populafiion deeply
injured and smarting from foreced incarcermtiones Although community
morale has gteadily improved, VRA realized that it can wrer be expected
to rise to the heights that a free commmity compoged of free people
ean reache. 50 WRA has adopted the policy of re~reloecating ss many in~
dividuals ag possible, nowe The post-school Nisei for the most part,
are cager to be freey to progress in their carcers, to show the rest
of the country that they are good citizensy to become a part of Ameri-
ean againe. They are willing to chance the difficulties that might be
encountereds WRA is equally anxious to see them go "“on the outside”
and is pgiving these Nisel preference in re~relocation opportunities.

Before a Nigeli ecan be re-~relocated, however, there must bs a
Job to0 go to, in a commmity that will accept him and give him equal
treoatuent with other citizens. Further, the job must be of the kind
that tho evacuse ¢an accept of his own free will, The requirements
of the prospective relocatee are that he meet the gualifications of
the work and that he pass an investigation by the ¥BI and the Army
and Nevy Intelligence Services. GSeveral hundred evacuees have been
relocated in this manner already. As labor shortages inerease, the
orospect for outside oprortunities grows brighter. The Nisei avait
their day eagerly and impatiently. Until thon Americs will not be
America to them. When one has known these Nisel as well as the Ameri-
cenized Issel and Kibei, 'me realized that the only barrier botween
them and the America they sincerely believe in is their reeial fea~
tures. Of talent and skill and training and American culture they heve
an abundance.

For those who want to complete their college or graduate school
educatica, for those high schuol graduates who want to enter college,
WRA ig trying to find campuses which will accept thems Nany of thee
who went to go to college nead some financial assistance or sn oppor-
tunity to earn their expenses, just as is the case in any noraml group
of colloge aspiranta.
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Perhaps the evacuation was necessary, human beings being what
they are and wars being what thoy are. At any rate 1s an accomplished
fact. The Federal Govermment is being eminently considerale of the
welfarc of the evacuess, but the plain people of the United States go-
nerally could do and should yent to do much mores By opening up their
comunities, thelr colleges, their work opportunities to the American
born Jilsei, at least, they can invest in the future of lmerica as a
demoeracy of human righits. America as a demoeracy of hmum rights.
Amerieca, as well as the Nisei, i1s the loser if this investment iz not
medo e

I should like to appeal to gntioch alumni, especially thoge to
vhom the ingeription on the Hormece Mann monument brought a response,
a seek openings whers there might be some 1little "victory for mummnity",

when Kipling siad "Bast ig east and west is west, and never
the twain shell meet” he didn't have a chance to become acquainted with
our Japanegse~Americans, In mogt of the Issei and EKibei thay have mot}
the conflict between the mores of the Orient, and New World hag been
regolved by a process gsomewhat akin to natural gelectizn in the evolu~
tionary senses In a fow it has not. Kipling should have had a seat
at the talent show recently in Topaz. Isgei, Kibei, blended with tap~
daneing in the best Astalre style. The same singer could knock ‘em
cold with "Sakurai" (Cherry Blogsoms) or with "I'm Dresming of a vhite
Christmas”. A saxaphonist could bleat wailing oriental notes or the
most ghastyly Americen ewing. An Isgei who c¢an blow from the hipe es
profusely as sayone who had never left Japan ean say "Yowsuh" and “Okay"
as well as sny Brooklyn urchin. These are superficial Americanism, to
be sure, but they indieste cultural adeptation. It is mors diffieult
to observe thoughts, but one gets the confidence t(hat their idaas are
no more or less anti~ or pro- anything than those of the average Ameri-
canes There is one thing in which the Igsei are supeirlor, They love
committees even better than Anti- ochians dos. TFew like to assume sule
personal responsibility for important decisions (and some not go im~
nortant ) -

Little children in Topaz all look like dolls to me. Isgsei gene-
ration carry them on their becks instead of in their arms. When they
riay house, they get their little dishes and stand in line, after the
menner of thelr elders who line up in fromt of the common dining halls.
Omee in a while, one of them will ask his parents, "why don't we go
back to Ameriea, Mommy?"

The Jepanese have something close to & reverance for plant life.
For their pets, they have plants just as other Americsns have dogs end
cats and canaries.

Almost half of the religiouvs adherents in the center are Buddhists
and the rest Christian. There is no confliet. In the Christmas pa~
geant, for ingtance, which included the wise men and the msmager scene,
half of the cast were Buddhists, and they played their parts earnestly
and "with feeling."
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Unless one is of theo achool of emotions which wants all American
of Japenese ancestry to be sent "back where they came from" (or where
thoir grondparents came from) he realized tho time will come when the
regidents of these centers will agein take their place in the American
scens. What lingering marke the peiod of detention and concentration
will leave on them is still to be seon.

But much Americenization has already been undone. Nogt of the
younger people are for the firgt time in their lives living in en ex-
clusively “Japanese” community. Fllial loyalty and affection make
them respond to Japanese cusioms more than they are in the habit of
doing. Communal living accentuamtes this. They are hearing the Japa~
nese language spoken more constently and are spesking it more themselves.
The children who ware accustomed to Caucasian faces now seon only ori-
ental oneas. They are cut off{ from American scemes, partiticapation
in American problems,; the gtream of Americaon action.

Here is & letter a mother gent to ome of the high aschool tea=
chers (who has given me permigsion to inelude it in this artiele):

"Dear Teacher; Thamk you for kindness to our children,

I am wondering some of our boys has no hopeless for the
education and future. Some of them gaid it is nothing

if we educate and we cennot stand goods When Dr. Rev.

Fisk was here someone . Shinking same way. One of his
students was here Block 6. He like to go to college but

the college don't like him welcome. But he went (he wes
thinking I will do my best)s He went scholl hen he

mot with their students what they did? No one aga’net

to him, only feel him goods On this wr tlme, we are thisk=
ing outside people med to us. Some of them gsend their only
son to ware. But what mothers and ladies did for our chilren
at thig Christmes? when I met our mothers, vhat they balkel
They had tears on their faces. Their tears was Just $alked
for thankful on their kindness. Ameriece is a defirent coun-
try. They pralsed them and we are loving more America. Ve
have hopes We will do our best wher at, or where to go. You
courd lead hopeless one to have hopes Thank vou."

Soneone has said, "God speod the day when there shall be no more
hypennted Americens.)
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DEMOCRACY IS ©OR TIE UNAFRAILD
Chastar B. IHimes
H

Common Ground", Winter 1944,

Excsrpts reproducad by special permission of the aditors.

What frightsns me most today is not the racurring race riots, the soon=
pressures on "minorities," the intsrmnment of Americans of darker-skinned
sstry whosa loyalty to the ideology of white supremacy is doubtad, nor
ths whole scopz and viciousnsss of the rscent growth of race, hatreds and
insidious baginning of propagandism for a whits alliance for "s2lf-pro-

\Llon 'ewnot thasz so much as ths white man's sudden cons sclousnass of his
own fzar of other racss of which
Enpa for any "minority" group,
2NCS this fear,

Lh,Ae ars but manifostationss 1 can ss2 no
nor aven for democracy itself, in the exist-

<

People who are afraid ars crusl, vicious, furtive, dangerous
t, malicious, v1uulchvv, thoy dsstroy the things of which
or are destroyed by theme Tha host who is afraid, hearing
kitchon, tiptoss down the back stairs and blows out tha brains of an
raiding guest whom hs think is a burglar; the policsman who is afraild
menaclad prisonsr who bends to tie his show lace; the industriale-
afraid hirss thugs and murderaers to fight unionists; the capitalist
sabotagss public welfaro; tho politician who is afraid attacks
laaders of weakly supported causss to hide his own compromisos; the statsesmen
who is afraid sndeavors to isolate his nation; and thz gov srrment heoad who is
afraid fails in the sxocution of laws, both national and 111'6;1*h.;xt1011c/~.1.

shoots the
ist who -is
who is afraid

afraid bands in mobs to lynch, murder, intimidate,
sr rocese Long ago we realized the Nazis

so much as fsar thome lembers of the Ku Klux Klan, Silverw
o'i'h 1 sim:*.lur Amorican or g anizations whose aims arse

1l and rali 1S groups are

destruction and intis tion of cdrtdln racil
of oowardly people as

rds from the word goj ':*; arc as raoprosentative
Treoopsrs arc of Nazisw Only COW¢(d ssok to dostroy "minority"
ot afraid of th In themsalves such people
cowardly are nsver dangsrous, navar
bzcoms reprassnbativo of
hay ‘sct the ontir:s body with
broakdovm of law and dsconcy follows,
r th: most crusl opprossions

3 A -~ A e G WU LIRS s o)
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what I fear is happoning in Amari today~=-the cowardics of

L1l iporoentago of itz Amsricans is sooping into the con-

majority and making thom all afraid of tho darker raccs
i & istoric period
;v:ntuul PO “' P the world and tho continuation of progross
whito moan's ability live in equality 1nu;gr1ty3 and
of othur
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On Americans =-- By JAmericans

By Williem Swain
(From Frouds end Answers Magazine=-April 1945)

In 1941, the yeer before Pearl Harbor, Japanese produce dealers in Los #n-
goles reported a gross business of about $30,000,000. ‘

In 1942, the year after Pearl Herbor, Los fngeles people paid about
$50,000,000 for 10,000 ocarloads less of produces

The business, in 1942, was wholly in the hends of Caucasian /mericens be=
couse the Orientel Americens--citizen Japs and alien Japs together=~-had been
evacuated for reasons of wartime necessity.

These dollers and cents figures help tell the story of a dismel troop of
bigots pareding hyena-like behind the folds of the American flag in e movement
almost too sordid %o be believed, directed toward vilificetion of the ideals
for which thousands of /mericen boys are dying daily. It is fair to say, how-
ever, thet some are sincere,

The figures tell plainly what every thinking person on the West Coest ad-
mitss +thet some produce and floral business tyocoons are backing an underhended
wecseling roce~hetred=-promoting program outdone in viciousness only by the Nezis.

This war on Orientals is not new. Ever since 1850, when the Yenkee, Jew=
ish, Irish and English poupers ocame swarming in the wake of the Forty-Niners to
cheat the California (01d Spanish) families out of their land either through
loen sherk methods or by marrying their daughters, the Chinese, the Japenese and
the Korean heve been singled out for persecution by such nouveau riche.

For ycars, howover, these hatreds heve lein dorment, since all new Oriental
immigration had been barred and hard-working Japs of the seocond generation,
netive Amoricens, had slowly strengthened their position as landowners and bus=-
inossmen in their own right and thus won respectability,

With Pearl Herbor, all this changed overnight. The Japs--both alien and
native=-born--wore evacuated from West Coost defense areas as & metter of mili-
tery necessity and under theo Constitution.

To olerify this point: in this raciasl segregation at relocation centers
there is no element of Federal dictatorship. Article 1, Section 9-2 of the
United States Constitution states simply:

"The privilege of the writ of habeas ocorpus shall not be suspended unless
when, in cases of rebcellion or invasion, the public safety may require 1t."

Thus, when in December, 1941, the invasion of the West Coast beceame a well~
founded threat, the basic Anglo-Saxon gusrantee of froedom, the right of hebecs
sorpus, weas temparerily suspended--and rightly.
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But then the jackals lecped--and wrongly. This was the long awaited cheanoce.
The Jops are out! Keep them out! Don't let them come beok. Orgenize, Propa-
gandizc, Scarc tho dumb oitizens with hints of mob violence. Implant these
hints where they'll do the most goodi

Just as there was precedent for exclusion of the Japanese in time of war
(Linocoln jailed thousands of Rebels and sympethizers at the outbreak of the civil
war without triel) so thore was precedent, however illegal, for the way vested
interosts pounced upon the hapless Jap fmericen citizen after Pearl Harbor.

The Native Sons of the Golden West hed long since seot the pace, of which
more anon.

No better oxpression of the background and fundamental cause of this new
wave of recebaiting now rising to orescendo in the nation's most vital war pro-
duction srces on tho Psoific slope can be found than those paragrephs published
in "Tidings" officinl organ of the Catholic archdiocese of Los lngeless

"Thoy wanted choep lobor; leborious labor; docile labors There were the
Jopancse, and so they got them. It started late in the 80s and continued for
gbout 30 yeers. Thore wero never hosts of them, but they were welcome.

"They started working for less, and infuristed lebor; they sound up work-
ing for moroc, and infuristed managoment.

"Because they followod with ideal precision all Ben Freonklin's advice to
young men who wented to succeed in the world they worked harder than we wou ld
work, and for less money.

"ind they saved what little they cormed until they themselves could buy
a piece of California fertility. Soon, just as Ben Franklin knew would happen,
hard work end thrift bore fruit. Soon these pcople practically controlled in
Colifornie the orops thet need o lot of manual work: tomatoes and peas and
celery and lettuce.

"They wore also the middlemen and the retailers and the camerse. They
largely bcoame 2 substantial, self-respecting middle olass; their sons were
going to college, were becoming dootors eand lawyers and professors at univer-
sitiess

"411 of which was a thorn in the flesh" (of white interests).

The setueal nemes of Southern California produce merchents who heve inter=-
ostod themselves in the campaign to bar the Japenese from ever returning to the
West Coest probably metter very little. Thoir types are dupliceted, though in
lessor numbers, all ovor the coastal region,

Rathor it is the surge of sympethetic intolerance (strenge bedfellows,
those two wordsi) these shopkecpers heve set in motion thet is the subjeot for
contemplation heree

However, just for the record, we neme a fow listed on the letterhead of
tho Americans League, P.O. Box 8184, Los Angeles, one of the "gitizens' groups"
which helped father the obnoxious campaign against Japenese who are as good
oitizens under the Constitution as the next American of Jewish, Irish, English,
German, Scotoch or any other ancestry,
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There are Ray Do Wall, president of the produce brokerage compeny bearing
his namc; Anthony N. Cestro, vice president of Castro & Son, growers and ship-
pers of fruits and vegetables; W.W, Greoy, secretary Los Angeles Produce Dealors
Credit Bureccu; Net. J. Beggs, Becggs Bros. Fruit Co,; John Brown, Southern Cal-
ifornia Floral Industry, Norman Evans, Consolidated Producc Co., emong others,

Still enother group is the Americanism Educational League, 838 South Grand
Ave., Los Angelecs, of which Austrian born John R. Lechner is director.

The similarity of names in these two notorious anti-Japanese groups is no
aocident, Neither is the similarity of the literature they send oute

48 elreedy noted, they ecre merely type-names indicating a trend; their tit-
los and motives are dupliceted and reiterated endlessly throughout all phases of
their hatec-nurturing activities.

Throughout the two years of the rencwed anti-Jap campaign they have obvious-
ly worked as one, together, and with other like organizations.

All this, of course, is introductory« The thing to bear in mind is theat
while these producc and floral ooncerns on the West Coast coopereting with the
Naotive Sons and intrenched recactionary groups like the Grange, Associated Fermors.
>t 21, work to keep the Japs from ever returning, theirs is not tho only iron in
the fire. Others, too, have importent economic interests to further.

In many weys, these others are more dengerous than the tycoons. Poorer by
far, they are also cleverer end less sorupulous, perhaps beocause they are poor,

Thile produco men want to keep out forever the stiff competition put up by
tho free farming Jap American Citizen, while they want the profits ordinarily
shared by the Jap, their motives are and will remain primarily economice

The motives of the others are more sinister, those of the Have-Nots who
want as against the Haves who merely want more,

These others, it should be clear now, are the promoters, the directors of
the onti~-Jap campaign. To a great extent they use the merchants as well as the
publio as cet's pews. Rcaching to reep & harvest they heve never plented they
do not hesitate to magnify an already evil element of intolerance in Americen life.

Pick another nemo at random from the list on the letterheads of either of
the "leagues" mentioned. Pick, for instance, Dr, Walter Scott Frenklin, who ap-
pears &s vice=-cheairmen of the Americanism Educational Leeague.

Doo Franklin is an M.D. who nn longer praotices his trade. Originally a
realtor, he got into one land promotion efter another over the past yesrs and is
now worth a million or more.

Couse of Doo's apathy to Jep-imericens is not far to seek, He is the owner
of vast welnut groves and as such & colleague of other landowners who in turn own
produce or floriculture acrecage or ocanneriese ...

Ls for Lechner, by a ourinus parallelism he also calls himself "doector,"
of divinity insteed »f medicine. In addition, like Franklin, he does not prac-
ticc his callings His history is an odd one.

wechner was bora in fustria, In World War I, he wes a gorporel. He is an
oxplosive, persuasive orator. For a time he preached in a Baptist church. He
zot his LL.D, degrce in a diplome mill. How he escaped becoming e plumber at
some stage of his career is difficult to fethom.
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Although reputedly e loeder in the Celifornia Americsn Legion, Lechner is
no spokesman for thet group. In a courcgeous statement printed in the Celifornis
Legionnaire of Januery 15, 1944, the Dopertment Commender, Loon Heppcll, repud-
iated Doo Lechner in so many words.

"For the purpose of testifying on the Jepanese question, it should be plain-
ly stated thet he (Lechner) was sposking...not for the Americen Legione. "

Doo Lechner is presently making the rounds of Celifornia srcas where Nisei
were thickest before the war or, rather, where they offered the most competition,

Before applauding cudiences of growers, packers, shippers, csnnors and sun-
dry oitizens who believe this professional demagogery, Lochner beratecs the Jap~
fmoricen end blemes him for cverything the Nips heve donc t» our fighting men,
forgetting that by this reasoning he is indioting himself, en /ustrian, for what
his bestial countrymen, Hitler, has done.

Ylnether the forcos represented by Lechner will ercot s permanent barrier
against return of the incarcerated Nisei to former homes on the Coast is any-
body's guess.

48 pointed out by Cereoy MoWillioms in his masterly report on the problem,
Southern Democrets who wish to koep the rights of all colored citizens buried
have openly sided with the West Coasters.

Together, and with other resotionaries in the east and north, they represent
en indubiteble power in the lend--or always heave,

Nevertheless, some 2,000 Japanesc-imeriasen citizens elready have returned to
the Test Coast under permits from the Wear Department as thousands of their sons
and brothers fight and die for the U.S..i. on all the farflung battle fronts.

Perheps, as the War Relocetinon Juthority fondly hopes, most »f these nusted
Jmericens will start life anew in other seationg of the nation, & sentiment par-
tially echoed by one Nisei writing in a Nisei newspeaper :

"Evacuoos will do well to forget California oompletely, t» lock its memory
in their chember of horrors. Thoy've just lost a friend whn ran true t» form in
the pinch; they will find a better end true friend »n the rnokbound Atlentic, on
the rolling plains of the expansive midwest, end on the hills and dales of the
stretching Alleghenies."

Whetever happens, one thing comos olear. Here, in this drive »f Americens
against Americens lies the csscnce »f what the world is fighting ageinst, a mic-
rocosm of the greater world fight against prejudioce, bigotry, ignorence, greed.

Ind, meybe, in this West Coast bird's-eye view of interracial friotions and
their causes can be found a loboratory in miniature wherein this humen phenome -
num can be best studied. If so, then a whole new literature awaits ourius readers.

it is 1o be hoped, and fervently, ... that the tidal vave of world liberal-
ism at presert neeoke-dcer on the sturid and the merely selfish is n { receding
but, rother, lifting to a now and clearsing level from which it will never again
subside,

The 11th Commendment "Love Thy LKeizhbor" is the solution?
000

deprinted by permission
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Various examples of beliavior with respect to the Emperor as
the significant symbol of the nation, suggest a body of attitudes
and sentiments defining him as a sacred object, indeed, the most
sacred objeet in the nation. Such behavior indicates that the
accepted pattern of "the good Japanese™ involves the readiness of
the individual to subordinate his ; e”sonal and special interests
in any way rCfar&ed as necessary, to the welfare of the Emperor
and the nation. Evidence regarding two sub-types of such
behavior is presented. In the first, the individual takes the

apegoat role in situations in n"*ch the personal safety of the
Em“nror is regarded as endangered. In the second, the individua
solclhr stands ready to sacrlflce himself in the interest of
victory in battle for His Majesty's forces. DMoving picture
censorship illustrates how the EHHPIO“ is regarded. The use of
the Imperial photograph in s"hocls as an object of the utmost
reverence illustrates a Tw be of secondary symbolism which is
significant in developing Mttlbhdes of respect and reverence for
the Emperor, particular lm in the primary school.

Where the degree of national solidarity is high, ‘
to u“C meé a kind of religion, organized into a cult.
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However, in modern Japan, the influx of Western civilization
with its emphasis upon the welfare of the individual and the
special interest group, has given rise to new wishes and attitudes,
some of which have been expressed in non-conformist behavior which
has come to be defined as dangerous -to the traditional patterns
of the role of the individual and the Sg,ulal interest group in
the c¢lan and 1n the nation. These new wishes and attitudes have
developed JI > labor and other groups sufficiently to call forth
"o;;geruus LVL¢ViOT which has in turn stimulated lc* alist response,
)d erisis situations have thus arisen. In the first tg“e, these
i tuations particularly involved the labor movement, socialism, and
archisme The case situations stuglha represent the following
'pess ( ademie discussion of socialist and anarchis theories
1d rines in ways which are defined by loyalisf as dangerous to
ound national thoug 'ht"; (b) labor ‘and socialist agitation for
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rights and P i 2ges oe‘ined as dangerous because of its origin
"from below"; plots to do violence to the Imperial House and
to0 alter the form of government (kokutai) in the 1L+e"eitu of
workers and the 1 T "lg~sos. y result of these
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Certain aspects of this conflict in Japan are vulque, but
the basic process tends to be found in all societies in which
established social patterns have developed into a sacred orthod
system on the one hand, and where, oOn the other hand, critica l
attitudes due to doubt, experimentation, or extraneous secular
influences have invaded the group and seem %o threaten its
solidarity,
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Japan being regarded as a "moral nation,™ the influx of
frivolous behavior patterns from the West has also come to be
defined as a threat to the national welfare by tending to under-
mine traditional mores in regard to amusements and self-indul-
cencc to offer o°r+ﬁ11 T dom in individual behavior not
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JAPANESE RELOCATION AND THE CALIF(RNIA PRESS

Mary Ogg
Journalism 199
February 11, 1943




The California press has been widely accused of extreme bilas
and unreliability in its handling of the delicate problem of Japanese-
American evacuation, relocation, and segregation in the United
States.

"gafe behind the constitutional guarantees of freedom of the
press, newspapers like those of the Hearst chain and the Denver Post
prostitute their privileges by undermining the other guarantees of

the 111 of Rights and degrading the American Way. They have been

foremost inaarousing hatred of the evacuees and in denying their

constitutional rights," charges Galen M, risher, an officer of the
Pagific Coast Committee on American Principles and Fair Play, in
a pamphlet entitled "A Bglance Sheet on Japanese Evacuation,”

P.M. devoted a double-page spread on Janumrey 21, 1944, to an
article entitled "Japanese-Americans Targe@tof Coast Hate Crusade".
It opened by declaring, "The bitterest witches' brew since the Wblack
days of the Reconstructlion is boiling on the Pacific Coast. A camw
paign 1s under way to make lynching popular, and the vast majority of
the press, the politiclians, the profiteers, and the patrioteers have
enlisted for the duration.”

These are representitive of the charges that have been made,
and this study is for the purpose of finding out how much therels
in such charges. It is an examination of the treatment of the war-
time Japanese-American problem by the California newspapers, based
on material from 20 papers. In the case of 14 of these, consecutive
issues for a definite period of time, ranging from one month to an entire
year, were studied. In the case of the other seven, either the study

covered stories on one selected phase of the problem, or merely isolated
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editorials giving the editorlal stand of the newspaper. (See Appendix I)
0f these newspapers, 1l substantially deserve the criticism of
fomenting a prejudice campaign which was quoted above, six have been
sympathetic toward the Japanese-smericans and the governmental policy
of relocation, and three were non~commital or indifferent.
The 6lassification of the 20 newspapers is as follows:

Sympathic toward Japanese-Americans

Los Angeles Dailly News#
Pagsadena Post+#

Pasadena STARK-News#

San Francisco Chronicle
Stockton Record

Antagonistic toward Japanese~Americans

Bakersfield Californian
Contra Costa Gazette#
Gilroy Advocate

Los Angeles Times#

Madera Paily Tribune and Mercury
Marysville Appeal-Democrat
San Diego Union

San Francisco Examiner
Santa Rosa Press-~-Democrat#
St. Helena Star

Vallejo Times~Heralds+
Visalla Times-Delta

Non=-Committal

Davis Enterprise
Maill of Woodland
San Jose-Mercury-Herald

The 11 which have attacked the Japanese-Americans and relocation

are suprisingly alike in their policy. It is hard to characterize this

policy lagically, becauses it 1s seldom a logical one. The chief thing
is that they do not want the evacuees to return to the West Coast,
during the war or after it, although there 1s a lot of hedging on

the problem of their return after the war. To make their readers feel
the same way about it if they don't already, and to sway men in
positions of authority, they adopt a tone of strong antagonism toward
the Japanese-Americans. They do what they can to create distrust of

the evacuees and to inspire such prejudice against them as to

¥ zfizﬂlgl¢97&«p¢1ééQ2é224£?‘Jaﬂx%bfjfﬁbéha'1%75u649ééa;14;b269671/v
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make it impossible for them to return to the West Loast.
They make every attempt to discredit the administration of the
WRA, not because they feel it is inefficient or not properly carrying

out its job, but because they don't like the WRA's job, which is

relocation of all 16yal Japanese, allen or citizens, into normal

1ife outside the relocation centers as soon as possible.

Not only do they oppose relocation of the evacuees to California,
but they for the most part object to their release from the relocation
centers even to middle-western and eastern areas, probably because they
figure that if the Japanese are permitted to enter community life
in these regions, it will be one short step to their return to the
West Coast as soon as milltary necessity permits.

It is suprising how closely these newspapers agree on this policy,
and how &imilar are the methods they employ. Although the San Fran-
cisco Examiner appeals to hate and prejudice and distorts the truth
to a much greater extent than does the Los Angeles ‘imes, the general
effect of the coverage of the problem by the two newspapers has been
the same; feeling hax been aroused, and news has been suppressed and
distorted to fit in with their poulicies.

The five newspapers that took a sympathetic stand toward
relocation attempted with varying degrees of vigor and success to
combat prejudice against the Japanese-Americans, and to clarify
facts snarled up by the anti-Japanese-American press.

These are serious allegations. They accuse this consildersable
segment of the Californda press, no doubt representative of a much
larger group of newspapers, with furnishing the people of Californla
e prejudiced and unreliasble account of a highly important problem.

If true, they indicate a serious failure in California journalism,

a breakdown in the service of the press to 1its readers.
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To To establish these charges and to offer an over-all picture of

the coverage of the relocation problem in these 2@ newspapers, the

following plan will be followed;

I. A brief history of the Japanese-American evacuation and
relocation, to establish a basis for discussion of newspaper cov-
erage of the problem.

II. An examination of the editorials appearing in both the
pro and anti-rolocation newspapers.

III. An examination of news coverage of Japanese-American

evacuation, relocation, and segregation in the Calfippnia newspapers.




I. SUMMARY OF EVENTS

Lieutenant General DeWitt, commanding generaj of the VWestern
Defense Command, ordered the evacuation of the West Coast by all per-
sons of Japanese ancestry, regardless of citizenship, in Fgbruary, 1942,
for military reasons. Invédsion of the West coast by Japanese armies
was considered a possibliity during the first @lew months after
Pearl Harbor, and it was feared that dis-loyal persons among the
Japaneee-Americans would aid the Japanese soldiers. Moreover, the
West coast was studded with war factories and military and naval
emplacements., General DeWitt decided that it would take too long
to separate the disloyal from the loyal, and that all the Japanese-
Americans must leave the Western Defense Command.#*

When the Japanese were ordered from the West Coast they were

at first free to go arywhere they wanted within the United States so

long as they stayed out of the evacuated area. It was soon found
not feasible to permit such voluntary movemsnt because trouble began
to develop in places where people were not ready to receive these
evacuees. The War Relocation Authority was established on March 18,
1942, by Executive Order No. 9102, to carry out the evacuation and
to sare for the evacuees. Ten relocation centers were established in
seven western states.#

The 1relocation centers were established as purely temporary
centers for housing the evacuees until they could be released in an
orderly manner into civilian life. Nothing in the evacuation order
or the executive order establishing the WRA gives it authority to
hold the evacuees in the centers for an indefilnite period of time.
Such detention of Americanscitizens 1s generally understood to be

in violation of the fifth amenfiment to the Constitution.

-Dies Bub-committee rcport on Japanese War Kelocation Centers, rp. 1,2,
) 4 R ¢ S
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The WRA has been carrying out the original policy of releasing
the evacuees as fast as Jjobs can be found for them and communities
located where they will be accepted. The chief impediment to the
emacution of the program recently has been the fear of the evacuees
themselves that they will not be acceptcd in outside communities.
For this policy the WRA has met with the sharp ciiticism of many
California newspapers and of such organizations as the American

Legion, the Kative Sons of the Golden West, and the Chamber of “ommerce.

Segregation of lov;l from disloyal, in the war relocation

centers, admittedly delayed too long, was announced by the Var dep-
artment in April, 1943, and has now been completed. Japanese removed
to the Tule Lake center include those who Bave negative answers on
loyalty questionnaires, those requesting repatriation to Japan, those
with intelligence records of other records indicating that they might
endanger the national security or interfere with the war effort,
and close relatives of persons in the above three groups who expressed
a preference to remain with the segregants rather than disrup t family
ties.

When the FBI actually sms something serlous on a Japanese,
he 1s isolated in an internment camp under Army supcrvision. Japanese
in these camps were for the most part picked up by the FBI and put
there within a few days after Pearl Harboar., These camps are dis-
tinct from both the relocation eenters and the Tule “ake segregation

center.




II EDITORIAL TREATMENT
A. The Anti-Relocation Newspapers.

There are shades of intensity among the newspapers which have
pitched into the campaign against the JapanesepAmericans. The Los
Angeles Tdmes wr and the San Francisco Examiner, for example,
have adopted = different sort of treatment. The Los Angeles Pimes
has been quiet and sane relative to the San Francisco Examiner, which
has shrieked its opinions on the issue of what to do with the unfor-
tunate evacuees in a manner that should scare them out of California
forevar.

However, it 1s possible to make generalizations regarding the
editorial treatment of the problem in these newspapers, sinca,
allowing for differances in intensity and lack of scruples, the aims
and many of the methods are the same.

Underlying the great majority of editorial exprezssions on the
problem 1in these newspapers are appeals to prejudlce and hatred.
They wave the bloody shirt. They remind the reader that Japan 1s
our mortal enemy and that this is a war to the death. They shriek

that no Japanese can be tusted, that this was proved for all time

at Pearl Harbor. They actually threaten, in some instances, violence

and murder if the Japsnese-Americans are permitted to return to the
West Coast during the war or for some time aféer 1t.

This is not to say that these ncwspapers have had no basls for
criticism of the governmental handling of the relocation. Lven tle
strongest supporters of the WRA policy would admit that the adminis~
tration of the centers has had serious flaws., OSegregation of disloyal

was long delayed.* Perscnnel has not always been fitted for the Jjob

# Minority Views of Representative Lberharter, Dles Sub-committee
Report on Japanese War Relocation Centers.
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1t has had to do. The WRA has been handicapped by lack of funds and
a low civi) wervice priority.# The Tule “ax¢ ricte ravenled wea“nesses
in WKA mansgement, although the sarlousness of the riots was much
exaggerated by the press.

But the enti-relocation press has not abncentrated on the real
flaws in the program, nor attempted to represent the situation as it
really 1s. Every real shortcoming 1s seized upon and magnified to
discrédit the administrationds entire program, not merely one phase
of that program. Where no shortcomings are readily apparent, there
is always somebody to invent some and report them to the press, which
gives them a big play and comments upon them as if they were fact.
Examples of this sort of thing will be given below.

Arguments and methods

The same arguments and methods appear in paper after paper.

The most serious of all the charges leveled against the Calif-
ornia newspapers for their treatment of the Japanese-Aperican problem
has been that of trying to stir up hatred against Japanese evacuees
that would lead to violence should they return to the coast.

Most of the papers simply predicted that the return of the
Japanese to the coast would stir up a great deal of trouole. However,
once in a while one of them would mention the possibility of violence
with a sort of relish, discussing it d4s if it were perfectly natural
and thoroughly Jjustified.

These..guotations from the Madera Dally Tribune and. Mercury are
‘i1lustrative:

Whether those in charge of the weshington asyium for the polit-

ically insane realize it or not, there can be no returning of

Japanese to this coast from the relocation centers at the present

. time and probably not for many years to comse. Yo attempt to

permit these people to return, regardlsss of what reason may be

# Mary Jefferds, publicity chairman, Pacific Coast Committee .on Amer-
ican Principles and Fair Play.
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assigned, 1s to invite a wholesale massacre at the hands of night

raiders.léJune 21, 1943)

Though the national administration is hesitant about the removal
of any &f 1ts Washington inmates, the rumors and reports that are
coming out of Washington in regard to the Japanese in relocation
centers are causing more and more animosity and threatening
critical sction &f the Japanese are returned to this coast. The
feeling is something that laws will not disturb...{June 24,1943,)

Lives of Japanese released from the relocation centers will be
worth little.--(July 29, 1943.)

And this quotation from the Santa {losa Press-Democrat is also
in point:

Cannot the officials in Washington who want to send the Japs

back to California realize that the reappearancs of these slant-

eyed countenances in this region at this time would almost cer-
tainly provoke violence, unrest, and bloodshed?

The followlng typlcal editorlial expressions show how #!rmly the
newspapers under dlscussion opposed the redease of the Japanese-
Americans from relocation centers:

The people of the west know more about the Japanesc than do the

inhabltants of other sections of the nation: they know that these

aliens are not be be trusted; they will never consent to their
being given liberty to enter civil life during the progress of
the war, and, 1t may be said, perhaps not after the war.~-

(Bakersfiedd Californian, May 28, 1943.)

There's just one thing to do with ALL the Japs, and that 1is to

keep them locked up for the duration, and when the war 1is over,

ship them back to Japan.~-(Red Bluff Daily News, July 26, 1943.)

The chief reason given for opposing Japanese return to the W_st

Coast or release of logyal evacuees from relocation centers 45 all 1is
that there 1s no way of dete mining a Jap's loyalty.

A cartoon which appeared in the San Francisco Examiner on June

24, 1943, put this plainly. It showed Little Bo-Peep, labeled
"Stupidity", releasing ferocious wolves 111 disguised in sheeps
clothing from a Japaness fglocation Genter. But the idea has been

pub rather bluntly in words, too;

And who 1s so nalve as to belisve the most dangerous and clefer
of the trained Japanese sples and saboteurs caught in the D Witt

R — e A ot i
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gvacuation have no managed to be included AMONG THE TWENTY
THOUSAND JAPANESE Director Myer has stupidly releasedt?--(San
Francisco Examiner, January, 1944, Capitals are the Examiner's.)

Officlals who have appolinted themselves as judges to dets:mine
those to be set at liburty and those to be confined have accepted
a heavey responsibility.-¢Maryville Appeal-Democrat, July 9, 1943)

Some papers stoongly expressed the opinion that most of the Jap=-
anese are disloyal, without offering a shred of evidence for that

agsertions

It is true that there are afew in this localify and in other
sections, particularly the young eomen of Japanese ancestry,

who are loyal to the country of adoption and not wanted by the
Japanese as a result...On the contrary, the majority have prowven
hhemse lves to be disloyal to this country and most trcacherous.
--{Madera Dally Tribune and Mercury, June 21, 1943.)

Isn't theilr presence a menace to people of this state? ihere

is but one answer to that question, even though it 1s possible that
occasionally there may be a Japancse natlve born resident who 1is
loyal to this country.--(Bakersfield Californian, M¥ay 29, 1943.)

Frequently editors say that untrustworthiness is a raclal char-

acteristic of the Japanese:

And there is nothing in the Japanese character, as exposed to

us over almost a century of relations, that can permit us ever
to trust that race again. We have seen too many examples, we
have too many dead by treachery, to be fooded any more. Un-
doubtedly there are many loyal 5apanese in the rélocation cen~
gers, but they are the victims of their own race, as are our own
dead at Pearl Harbor.~-(St. Helena S8tar, June 4, 1943.)

It ought to be ovvicus to anyone who has been reading the news-
papers than any Jap spy would swear his loyalty to the United
States to win his freedom from a guarded cemp.--(RKed Bluff
Daily News, June 1, 1943.)

The charge that they are creating racial prejudice would not
bother many of these newspapers. They frankly admit racial prej-
udice against the Japanese, and Justify it.

It is not a question of tolerance or racial pre judice...The

Japs...have placed themselves as a rece apart, a race not to
be trusted, a race which cannot be assimilated, a race which
reverts to barbarésm despite the zdvantages cf civilization

which we have tried for nearly a century to impart to them,

--(8an Diego Union, May 19, 1943.)
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Comparisons betweeh conditions in evacuee camps and in Japanese
prison camps for Americen soldlers in China and the FPhilippines,

however irrelevant, are popular:

¥hile Japsnese milltary alithority withholds supplies of ied
Cross food designed to lessen the shortage in camps where american
prisoners are held, the business of plcknicklng goes on regul-

arly down at Camp Foston, Arizona, where there are some 10
Japanese evacuees.(Bakersfield Calffornian, June 11, 1945.3

000

Agitation in favor of lessening the burden of interned Japs
centinues, and generally it seems from those indlividuals who
mostly corcern themsslves with the possibility of depriving an
even hostile people of their 'civil rights!. Ameriicans, in

name at least, who glve so muchthought to the possibillity might
well read the reports that come out of prison camps in Japan

and the FYhilippines concerning the fate of our boys made captive
since the veginning of the war. (Bakersfield Californian,

July 29, 1943,)

"Seven Los Angeles and Southern C.lifornia families were notified
gesterday thst thelr sons had died in Japanese prison camps.

In the bitterness of their grief they crled aloud against the
release of the Japanese from camps to wander where they please
with good food, shelter, medical care and comfort; against the
coddling of vicious Jepanese who spat upon the uniforms of their
guards and hoisted the Japanese flag in defiance of the Stars
and Stripes at Tule Lake and against the laxity which permitted
Jipanese internees to plcnic and fish footloosse and free along
the Colorado River as exposed this week by the Examiner...

(Los Angsles Examiner, quoted in FM, January 21, 1944.)

Discrediting the WHA administration of the cemters as "coddling®
by tenderhsarted social workers ls a favorite device. The words
"pampering", "Goddling", and "soclal worker" constantly meappear,

Thie Japanese sunould not only be kept In the camps, but tle

camps should be under Army administration, instead of being

left in the hands of soclal workers, who in some instances have

accorded the Yapanese better trestment than our own people

receive. (Marysville Appeal-Democrat, June 1l.)

Rather than benefiting the Japanese by the pampering tactics,

the federal officials are adding to thelr hazards, The Japanese

can never return to the West Coast without risking mcst serious

consequences, (Madera D _ily Tribune and Mercury, June 24, 1943,)

One of the most extreme among the Californis orgahdzations that
have gone on record in favor of keepling the Japs out of California,
out of the United States, and, to quote former California Pellican

Editor Carol Pauker, "generally out of everywhere", are the Native
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Sons of the Golden West. They are the originators of the taxpayer's
suit to enjoin the registray of voters of a Californlia county to
strike off the names of all persons of Japanese descent from the iist
of qualified voters because the Japanese am a race proved themselves
unworthy of citizenshlp rivileges at Pearl Harbor. Two quotations
from California newspapers halling this organization and its methods
follow:

As the crowning act of their convention these patriotic Calif~-

orniesns unanomously went on record in favor of barring forever

American born dapanese from United Statex citizenship. (Santa

Hoga Fress~-Democrat, May 26, 1943.)

There is & strong sentimentin California, andit 1s rapidly

expanding, that this state needs no Japaness, and wants nose

of them.(Vaellejo Times-Herald.)

Californis papers have repeatedly insisted that the Army take
over the relocation centers. The following 4s typical of blasts
against the War Relocation suthority, urging that somebody else

be given its Jobg

It i1s a pity the War Department did not retain control of
the Japanese relocation problem for the duration of the war,

It is a tragedy of as yet unknown proportions that the inept

and incompetent War Relocation suthority came into being and

st11l remains in being. (January, 1944.)

The Dies subcommittee investigating Japanese relocation, which
had this same opinion, got firm support from this group of California
newspapersi Testimony was quoted as fact in various editorials and

commenfied upon with great indignation. The editorial guoted pelow,

from the San Francisco Bxaminer for June 20, 1944, is based on tes-
s ’

tirony which has since been entireiy refuted by the “ar kelocation

Authority officers.#

The amazing details (revealed by the testimony of 4grold H.
Townsend, former officer of the cemp, at subcommittee hearings,
released for publication by “Yongressmen Costello) incdude a

% Statement on Testimony of Harold H. Townsend Before the House of
Representatives Subcommittee of the Special Committee on Unamerican
Activities, Los Angeles, California, May 26, 1943.
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Japanese unit of 1000 'officers and men' openly training in
tactical problems, sdmissions by campsinmates that this urit

was organized et Terminal Island to fight the invading Japanese
formation; thefte of 100,000 worth of supplies from camp
wareiliouses; a reign of terror by Japanese strong-srm gangs
against countrymen suspectéd of pro-dmerican sentiments; open
rebellion and mob rule during riots once describad officially

as disturbances; ceches of food and supplies hidder in the dasert
for the use of expected parachute troops and invading raiders."

Distortions of fact in editorials

Some tyrical examples of distortion from editoriels in Cal-
ifornia newspu psrs will help to show how newspapers have created,
elther intentienally or unintentionally, a general mistonception
of the entire problem.

One of the commonest distorttons of fact, appearing in edit-
orials as well as in headlines and news copy, 18 reference to the

evacuees In the relocation centers as "Japanese internees"”.

ihere are Japanese internees in the United States, but only a few

hundred of them, all under strict Apmy guard. They are the dangerous
Japanese interned by the rBi. The Japanese in the relocation
centers are nearly 70 per cent 4merican citizens against whom
no charges of subversive activity have been made. All of the Japanese,
elither citizen or alien, whom there is any reason to suspect.of
disloyalty have been sent to the Tude Lake segregation center.
Those remaining in the camps, then, are loyal citizens and aliena who
have done nothing to warrant detention. To call them internees
creates a complete misconception of the problem. It makes ppssible
such a twisting of the situation as appears in the following
quotations:
There are a few soft~headed or misguided persons right here in
Red Pluff and elsewhere who do not appreclatedthis war. Some
want to ask the internees if they are loyal and liberate those
who give the right answer., This would he Just dandy for Tojo--

for a certain percentage of his subjocts in this countr§ are
his apents. (Marysville Appeal-Democrat, June 22, 1043,
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The army officers who are giving thought to the liberation of
many thousands of Japanese had better think again, both in behalf
of the welfare of our own country, and the safety of the interned
Japs. (Bakersfield Cglifornian, Hay 19, 1943. )

The Japanese are, in fact, prisoners of war. (Bakersfield Cal-
ifornian, May 11, 1943.)

This last quotation represents the greatest distortion of all,
About 700 Japanese prisoners of war have Leen taken by the aAmerican
troops in the Facific area., They are Tojo's soldiers. The evacuated
Japanese are in as different a situation fpom them a&s possible.

Another very common falsehood which has played a large role in
the whole Japanese~American problem is that the Japanese-Americans
in Hawali committed wholesale sabotage at Pearl Harbor. HRumors of
such sabotage, accepted as fact by responsible and intelligent persons
on the West Coast, did much to create distrust of the Jupanese in this
area., Yet the rumors were false. Colonel Kendall Fielder, chief of
militery intelligence for Ffawall since June 1941, wrote on lay 17,
1943;

There have been no known acts of sabotage, espionage, or fifth

column sctivity committed by the Japanese in Hawail either on

or subssquent to Pearl Harbor.

But the false rumor is used to substantiate editorial allegatioms,
as in the following quotation from the Maryaville Appeal-Democrat
for June 11, 1943:

It would seem that the part taken by resident Japs in the Phil~-

iprines &and “awali should be warning enough, but wé are an

easy-going people, too ready to assume it can't happen here,"

A third common subject for distoriion is this matter of releasing
the evacuees from the relocation centers, according to the original
plan contemplated by the President, the War Vgpartment, and every
otheragency concerned.

Although the War department had already declared its pollcy
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against releasing large numbers of Japanese to the West Ccast, and
although in sctusl relocation the Japenese have been well scattered
throughout interior states, the Bekersfield Californian raises a
false bugaboo about the ewvecustlon in an éditorisl appearing in its
June 19 1ssue:

There ere 40,000 Japs in Arlzona, and certain orgalngations that

fear somebody's civil liberties are about to be taken from them

are urging a program which, if carried out, would imperil the
safety of the people of the West,

A popularedevice in déstorting the evacuation pilcture is to
create the impression that the whols program of releasing the evacuees
is a scheme cockel up by Dillon S, Myer, head of the WhA, and other
Wagshington bursaucrats who are'trying to pub soméething over on the

people, The San Diego Uniomny in its Muy 18 edltion, reported that

Villon S, Myer had r vealed that 10,000 Japanese-aAmericans had

already been relieased, and quoted him as saying that %the governe

mont now realizes the camps were a mistake,”

and adding that he W
#would like to close them all tomorrow." It then mekes thid
editorial comment:

Who made this decisiony Who 1s the government? Who suddenly

realiz ¢d the segregation of the largest group of potential sab-

oteurs and fifth columnists in the country and their remowval

from a strateglc center of defense was 2 mistake?

The Red Bluff Daily News comments:

There are a few soft-headed or misgulided persons right here in Red

Bluff and elsewhere who do not appreciate this war. Some want to

ask the internses 1f they are loyal and liberate those who give

the right answer.

Actually, WRA authorities look guite a bit further into an
evacuees record than his answer to loyalty questionnaires to release
him, %he catecories of evacuees that may not be released by the
camp director include all those about whom there is generally reason

to have doubt.®* This quotation, however, although it does not

# Minority views of the Dies sub-committee report on Japanese War

Reloc=tion centers.
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say that the WRA has no other means than guestlionnaires for Inves~
tigating evacuees, strongly intimates that this 1is the case.

Ope the easlest methods of distorting facts 1s the cartoon.
A cartoon arpearing in the Los  Angeles Times for FNovember £, 1943,

crinning Japsnese marked "Jap Return" going around with a

halo, snd another fierce Japenese lighting a bomb marked Zule itiots.
This leads to the impression that the Tule Lake Japanese arec being
released, which is false. They will be segregated for the duration
of the war.
B. Pro-Japanese-American Bdltorlals

Siz of the twenty newspapers covered in the iy printe
editorials and editorial columns trying to quiet pr lice ~gainst the
Japanese evacuees and to clarify the facts of the sif
to clarify the facts of évacuatlon and relocstion which had been so

badly mauled by the antl-rslocatlon pres They wers: The Los Angel-~

es Ngws, the Fasadens Post, the sadena 8%« “ews, the San franclsco

Chronicle, and ths Stockton ngecord.
The San Francilsco VYhronicle has probably donce in
then any other newspaper on the Loast. Chester Rowell, tlhe
Chronicle columnist, has wriltten many calm and reasoned articles
directed against the hate campalgn being waged agalinst the evacuess
by other newspapers and by economic interests and patri
izations,
He came out flatly against the Lies
Japanese relocation in these uncompromising words:
There is a branch of the Dies committee in California ostensibly
"investigating" possible Japanese sabotage on "testimony" of
whnlch, so far, not one wor& would bven be admitied or heard by
sny judicial or quasi-judicial body in existence."
The regular editorisl cclumns of the Chronicle have followed

a line rather less clear-cut than “owell's. A well-merited editorial




blast 1s directed sgainst those who howled over the "coddling" of
Japanese in relocation centers:

Japenese In evacuation camps are well trested, as well as they

will permit us to treat them, because we are a civilized nation.

The Tenngy Committee(cf the stute legislaturs) and othors

ghouid bear in mind thah not aliens only but all Americans of

Jaranese encaestry are under forded detention and we cunnot

doubt thet many, if not most, are loyal, (May 19, 1943.9

The phrase "as well as they will permit us to treat them"some-
what gualifies the editorial dexlaration, and indicates that the
Yhronicle editorial writer didn't want hic raper to be accused of
loving the Jgps too much. An editorial which appeared on Hpril
24, 1943, 1s slightly puzgling, end indicates further that the Chron-
icle was at least worried about pacifying the anti=Jap elements that
no doubt tried to bring pressurec:

Gonsldering where they come from, Senator Tom Stewart of Ten-
nessee and Eendtor Chandler of Kentucky are arguing themselves
into tight corners on the subject of Japanese citizenship, con-
stitutional rights and military necessities.

L5

Chandler urges that all loyal Japanese--how to be determined he

T
&

does not specify,=sbe released from evecuation camps. this
he shows less concern for Pacific “Yoamt order than for the cm=
stitutional rights of these citizens of Japanese extrattion...

This 1s the more puzzling since the Chandler subcommittee of the
Senate Military Affairs Committes, which investigated ¢ onditions in
Yapanese relocation csmps in seven western states, made three recom-
mendations;

1. Drafting of loval citizens.

2. Internment of disloyal.

S+ Employment of others in aress where they are accepted by the

communities,#

The Chandler committee never recommanded indideriminate release
of the Japanese to thelr former homes on the West Coust. The Chron-

icle, in spite of its falr play, has also beern guilty of ersating

misconceptions,

# N.Y. “imes, May 8, 1943.
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The other side of the Chronicle's split personality came out
in an srticle by Alfred Frankenstein appearing May 24, criticizing

1
¥

the resolution passed by thi Hetive Sons of the Golden West which
called for : dment to the Federsl Lonstitution barring the first
generaifon of American-bol apanese fron ¥ 1shiy It came out

agaln in a front page edlitorisl appearing : . news report of a

federal court case to deprive Japanese of voting rights. 7The “hron-

icle stood firmly opposed to such aitempts et disenfrarchis

In November the “hronicle apparently got disgusted with the

WRA handling of the Tule lake riots, and criticized the agency

severely. Yor tnis they undoubtedly had justification. The
newspapers recelved reports of rioting in the centers befors ths San
¥francisco WRA authorities, and when reporters guestioned the local
WnA head, he denled that there was any trouble at all., He called
the rsports Nezi propagands¥ This disillusioned the “hronicle,
which had been supporting WRA pretty regularly, and d&ad to such
eriticisms as the fadllowing:

These WRA officials have convicted themselves by ¢

ou1ld not be déniéddsrvWWe Rave na hope for WRA, :
it has charge, we may expect frouble with the uiSloy&
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anece who want to raise hell.

In the o8 Angeles D, ily News, Matt Weinstock, MNews columnist,
ran cclumns against prejudice against the Japa:ese«stericans.
He charged that indignation agaimst the Yapanese was "being fed by
irresponsible politiciens and the prejudiced pre&s."

The Pasadena Post, in its editorial column "The Mookout" came
out several times agealinst taking away the civil righ
fmericans, The fasadena Star-News, which has the
took the same

The Stockton Record, through Charles A. Spragee, columnist of
"1t Seems to Me", #tood up for the rights of Japanese and opposed

loose talk revealing racisl prejudics.
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It seems to me that my fellow-ex-governor, Wglter Price, sounds
the wrong note when he revives agltation against the *yellow
peril!', While he refers diredtly to the Yapanese, the “hinese,
now our a2llle s in war, are elso of the Mongolian or yelllew
race, and our American Indians are probably of the same &thnol~
oglcal origan. Japan has been trying to consolidate the

yellow reces under its agents, so such rabble rouging as ir,
Plerce indulges in puts water on Japan's wheel. guny 21, 1943,)




III NEWS COVERAGE

The news coverage of the Japansse-“merican evacuation and
relocation has been characterized by a larfe amount of suppression,
distortion, and editorializdng in naws columns.

Of the 14 newspapers for which consecutive 1lssues were studled,
seven exhidbited pronounced blas in news stories, while the other
seven were falrly objectéve.

The wire sertice stories in four of the papers seemed to be
selected to omit those which reflect.d favorably upon the relocation
program, while in six of them no such selection was apparent, since
both favorable and unfaverable stories were used, and in four of

no wire news was used.

wire news that reflected against the WRA and the
relocation program was on the whole much more spectatular than that
which reflectsd 1In its favor. Thersefore, the former got bigger play
even 1n papers which were sympathetic to relocation 1in thelr editokrial
podicy, somethimes, as in the case of the Los Angeles Daily news, which
gave good play to the sensatlonal Dies sub-commitiee hearing stories.
A. San franclsco Chronicle and Examiner Hews Voverage Gontrasted

A comparison of news coverage of storlies asbout Japanese- Amer-

icans in the San Francisco Examiner and in the 8an Francisco Vhronicle

i3lustretes neatly how readers of different newspapers may get entirely
different idezs on the 1lssue, even if they do not so much as glance
at the eddtorisal page.

The San Francisco Chronicle printed a compléte report of the
address of Sgt. Ben Kurcki, Nisel hero, before the Vommonwealth
club, and a news notice that the national broadcasting kept him
off the air because "the whole American~Japanese question is too
controversial., " Both are shown on the following page. <he

Examiner did not rune one word about Sgt. Kuroki, hls address before
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the Commonwealth CI or his trouble with NBC.

The two storles on page 22 appeared on the same day, one in ghe

4
1

Chronicle and one in the Examiner. Note that the Examiner does not

-

mention ih its wmlelake center has settled down into

tranquillity, as Cos8 ‘! onicle story. The return of "recaleit-

Japanese" to their jobs 1s the lead of the Examiner article. The
Examiner does not use the quotatlion from R.B. Cczzens, assistant
director of the War Relocution suthority tating that agltators are

being prompily dealt with, and nearly all of the colonists are
coopereting wit WHA.

The Ssn Frencisco Zxaminer stories strongly discreditling WRA
gdministration and implying that all right-minded people think that
the WRi should be disbanded and the Army pub in charge of all reloca=-
tion centers, are sharply in contrast to the story, shown on the
following page, which appeared in the Chronicle., It quotes General
Emmons as declaring that the army is too busy winning the war to
supervise the Japanese internment centers. Needless to say, the
Examiner did not publish this story. The Exeminer story on the same
page and the ¥wo on the next page, show how that newspaper manages
to get in its digs at the WRA,

B. News Coverage Exampies

The Dies Sub-committee hearing:

Y Waedly

One of the hottest storlies on the Japanese relocation problem
was the Dies Bub-committee investigation of Japanese War Relocation
centers. It was headed by John L. Costello, (R. Ce14f.), a representa=~
tive with an exe to grind aguinst &l apanese Amerlcuns, The con-
duct of the triad was denounced 1n a statement guoted above from
Chester Howell, editorial writer of the Sen Francisco Chronicae,

as totally unfair, Téstimony was admitted, as he daid, "not one word

of which" would have been accepted before a court of justlce or an
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administrstive tribunal, Charges made by several of the Dies
sub~-committee witness was so fantastlc 1t is hard to see how any
rational person would be expected to believe it, Yet the hearings

front-page rnewvs 1; rery newspaper ! he state, even

wore not in sympathy with the saim: f Representative Costello, such as

~

the S, ockton Hecord or the Los Angeles Dgily News.

Most of the testimony has subsequently been disproven. The
WRA issued a 24 pege pamphlet denylng in substance the entire tes-

" £

timony of Harold H, Townsend, former chief supply and

Poston, sarizona K _locatlon center.
and evidence proving each of them groundless
report has never been denled challengec. However,
which I reac jas 8 news story about the

report printed. 3oms he press assoclation storles carried denlals

=

of sharges of varlous Vi gsses by lyer ¢ otlhior WiRA offlcials,

but the irrefutable loglc of thls thorough and w documented report
never was present

News « is true that ths press assoclations and

Times carried i 11 a statement by Hlyer protest

which the investigation was conducted "to achieve maximum publicity
of half-gruths, exaggeratlons, and falseh However, thlis story
vaery likely had only a fractlon of the =z ce d influence of the
original stories setting forth the

of such men as Harold H, YTownsend and Norris Jame: A correction
never reaches the audience that the original falsehood reached in
entirety, expecially when the falsehood was more dramatic and there-
fore got bigger play.

A glance at the following list of heacllnes of stories on
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the Dies hearings appearing &n the Los Angeles Times and the Los

Angeles Dally News w41l show that more space by far was flevoted
to the stories reflecting against the Japenese-sAmericans, the VRA,
and the relocatlon program, than to stories presentémg the opposite
viewpolng.#
Los
June Release of Japs
June Nigei at Poston Opeuly VYisloyal
Ingquiryg
by Poston Chief
Poston Camp il 4 si~n Released; Japs Threatened to
inate Csucasian I s, Dies Group +o0ld
U.S.

to Be Urged

Cogtello Ssvs (AP)

Move
Control WRA
27-=Committee
0.-0f ‘icial Laxity Blamed for Rilots at Manzanar
%.-Confidential Data Given Japs, Vles Group Hears
4-~-31ft 1in A,my

g-~Jap Relocatlon

Coast “omm




27 »
Jap Evacuees to Be Sought

Santy Tl \ D
Teach Ju (11*

June
June
June
June
June
June Dies Group Rejec ap Camp Hearing(Reveals th

& A " | - ~ o » Y &Y o = A ¢
.tug I'C G & A ka1 L);’ L nga 50
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Hgarst newspapers cvoc the Vies sub-committes nes v ns

o oS M 44 1o
an excuse o wild. Chhrges made in the testlimony were blared out
in noisy h 8 never corrected when profen false.

only 1 3881y » through a few of the June issues
«‘\1’3 ax Fra " A FA: / Ao b ‘ 5 .;t
the heari:
have been created by the
ative press.

June l--A headline cal g attention to a boxed story above

the mast, screams: "Feel Food Shortege? Here's What Disloyal

Japs Geti"

T

" H B % ) - o 2
of the story: "Food which American Civile
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fans cannot gessible obtain because they have willingly sacrifieed
them to the armed forces are being fed in profusion to openly
disloyal Japanese in the ten war relocation centers by the War Reloc~-
ation Authority, the Pies Committee investigating un-imerican acti-
vities disclesed today."

Here are the facts:

1. All rationing restrictions applicable to the general public
are strictly applied in relocation centers.

2, Food costs have averaged about 40 cents per day per person
and are subject to a top limit of 45 cents per day per person on an
annual basls.

3, Yirector Myer testified, without contradiction, to the effect
that the centers are instructed to refrain from purchasing commod-
ities of which there are general or local shortages.

4, Within the limitations set by rationing and the 45 cent daily
cash allownane, the Authority has provided an adequate dlet meeting
reasonable wartime standards.s#

June 3--A story datelined Los Angeles opens as follows:

Japanese who are being released in large numbers dally from

relocation centers by civilian administrators are mwaliting orders

that will signal the beginning of a widespread campaign of
gsabotagel

Here are the facts:

Among about 11,000 Japanese-Anericans given work leaves from war
relocation camps, there has not been & single case of disloyalty to
the United States, according to a statement from the House approp-

riations committee reported in the New York Times for June 17, 1943.

Minoritv vaews of Kepresentative Eberharter, Vies sub-committee
report on Japanese War Relocation Centers.
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This bit of news did not appear in any issue of the San Fran-
cisco Examiner in the month of June.

June 8«~The following is the lead of an Examiner news story:

Washington, June 7--(INS) A committee of delegates from the

California State Legislature was informed today that the #Bl

has never investigated any of the 3000 Japanese who were rel-

eased from relocation centers along the Facific Coast.

The delegation, headed by State Senator J,&. Seawell, conferred

with Lee R. Pennington, an FBI official., According to “eawell,

war Relocation Authorities (WRA) had claimed that the Japs were
investigated by the ¥BI before they were released.

Here are the facts:

The WRA did not claim that the FBI sent out officials to "inves-
tigate" evacuees before they were relocated. It merely claimed that
the FBI files on each evacuee released were checked, and 1if they
contained anything against him, he was not released. According to the
minority report of Kepresentative Eberharter of the Dies sub-com-
mittee, the evidence indicated that all names of evacuee adults are
being submitted to the ¥BI, and that the latter agency has almost

completed its check on all the evacuees. Dillon Myer himself does

not cdaim any FBI investigation of all evacuees. In an address del-

ivered before a luncheon meeting of the “ommonwealth Club in Sgn

Francisco on August 6, 1943, he declared, "As a further precaution,

we are acquiring from the Federal Bureau of Investigation all the
information available in its files and from other intelligence agencdes
on all adult evacuees at the centers., The names of nearly 90 per

cent of the evacuees have now been checked through FBI and the Jjob

should be completed in the newt few weeks."

The lLos Angeles Yimes treatment of the Vies sub-commlittee inves-
tigations illustrates in a milder form similar suppression, distortion,

and editorializing.
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June 5--A story headed "Head of WRA Hefuses to Halt Release of
Japs" declared:

War Relocation Director Dillon S. Myer &oday in effect refused

to halt release of Yapanese evacuees until the House un-American =

ism committee has finished investigating the pre-Pearl Harbor
affiliations and activities of those reputedly linked with sub-
versive groups and organized for eabotage and esplionage.

There is nothirg actually false in this. K wever, 1t creates
an entirely erroneous impression. Why should liyer halt release of
the evacuees until the Vics committee has finished 1ts investigations?
The impression is given that nothing waskknown of the background of
the evacuees before the Vées sub-committee began its investlgatlons,
which is quite false. The FBI records,~the’WRA records of conduct
in the camps, and the WRA loyalty questionnaires, it would be safe
to assume, have contributed much more to knowledge about the evacs
uees than the investigations of the Diss suc-committese.

The sub-committee never devoted 1tself to investigating individusl
Japanesé anyhow.

A story appe:ring the same day was headed "Interned Japs Allov
Control at Tule lake, Fresno State Senator Asserts Investigation
Proves Subversive Kibei Exert Influence."

This again creates a false impression. The story was printed
before Tule ~ake became a segregation center. The Japanese were
evacuees, not internees. Some measure of self-government was in
accord with WRA policies and surely with democratic principles as
well. The senators opinions as to the influence of the Kibel were

given more prominence than their news value merited.

June 9=~The Times print 4 a report of a Vies sub-committee

interview with R;lph M. Gelvin, direcgor of the Poston center.

It apparently was a falkly complete report of the testimony, with

much materisl incduded that the San Francisco Examiner probably
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would not have included, but there were subtle digs against Wiia
administration, and subtle hints trat things were worse than the direc-
tor was painting them, Example:

He heard Japanese music played over the public address system

at the strike, but could not say whether it was the Japanese nat-

jonal anthem.

He said, replying to a questi-n, that some of the Yapanese had

dug cellers under the barracks. JThere had been reports that

they were hoarding rationed food in them but the steward had
told him he had checked them... eetc.

The device used here 1s a popular one with the Yimes. Yy
printing that the director would not say whether the music played
was the Japanese national anthem or not, The ‘imes subtly creates
an impression in the reader's mind that it might have been the
Japanese national anthem. Stpong evidence that it was not 1s the
written statement of Father Clement, M.M,, of Parker, Arizona, who
was present during the sit-down strike at Poston.

Likewise, in regard to Japanese music that was played over

the public address system at these meetings, there was no

martial or Japanese patriotic musilc played... As & Catholic

priest and chaplain working for the wolfare and morale of

the whole camp, I testify that I heve neither seen the Jap-

anese flag used, nor heard martial music played during the

recent emergency.

The phrase "but the steward had told him he had checked
them" subtly intimates that the steward might not have checked
them at all. Actually, investigations have proved that there was
nothing in reports that Japanese had hoarded rationed food.#%

It is hard to criticlze this particular device, since it is
neither asserts a £ alsehood or emaggerates. Byt it is an effective

device all the same.

June l4--A story appearing in this issue was headed "Army fule

Minority views of ﬁﬁpresentative Eyerharuer, Dies sup-committese

raport on Japanese War Relocation centers.
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of Yap Camps to be Urged. MNundt, Member of Dies Sub-Committee,

Favors Military Control to Effect Center Disciplines."

The subtle bias of the Yimes is indicated in this paragraph :

Questions and comment by committee members during the hearing

which will be resumed tomorrow in the Federal building have

carried the plain implicetion that members are not at all satis-
fied with the operation of the relocation centere.

This 48 too broad a generalizatio . R_ presentative LZberharger
was8 guite well satisfled with the operaticn of the relocation centers,
and said so in his minority report.

June 18-~A story reports testimony before the Yies Committee
by two different groups. One was composed of Phoanix, 4,izona,
officials and businessmen who feared rioting if the Japanese settle
in Apizona. The other was composed of ministers from Los Angeles
and vicinity, favoring the release of the evacuees from the centers.
The ministers! recommendations are discredited by plajing up the
pacifist tendencies of the men who made them. Example:

Dr, Kirby Page, who described himself as an "itinerant minis-

ter", who lives in La Habra, is a Socialist, and has been a

pacifist and conscientious objector for years, urged tolerance

in dealing with the Japanese 1ln America.

He has been told and feels sure that the FBI checked them

(the evacuees) before they were released, megardless of how the

press reports from “ashington quoted the #BI to the contrary.

This last paragraph is utterly misleading; as expdained above,
WRA officials do not claim that the FBI chekc s every released
evacuee, but only that the names of those released are checked
against the FBI files, If the FBI didn't like thls system, it could
protest about,it, and undoubtedly get its way.

June 27--A story by a Yimes staff correspondent illustrates a
deliberate sidestepping of the opinion of Representative Eberharter,

who dissented from the opinions of the other member: of the commit-

tee;
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Upon his return from the Pacific Coast, Costello today repeated
accusations that "lack of agfressive leadership" by the War
Relocation Authority has resulted in virtual seizure of control
over the camps by hostile Japanese~Americans and unquestioned
subversise activities under the lcadership of the Kibei (%mer-
ican born Japanese educated in Japan) element.

Concurring épinions were voiced by one of the sub-committee,
R_presentative ¥undt, who echoed demands that administration
of the camps be turned over to the War lDepartment,

The State Board of @griculture Resolution

Press treatment of a resolution passed by the State Board of

A riculture December 20, 1943, declaring that the exciusion of

persons of Japanese ancestry from California agricultural and indus-

trial life is a matter of military necessity only, offeres an illus~
tration of distortion which can be put under the microscope and
analyzed, It shows as neatly as anybody could wish how, by succes-
sive steps, the newspapers either Innocently or intentionally twisted
the original resolution around. PFPaul Taylor, professor of Agricultural
Ezonomics at the “niversity, who introduced the resolution before
the board, has all the material showing this phenomencn of journalism
in his files. After the newspapers were through with the resolution,
the average newspaper reader probably completely misunderstood how
it was passed, the reasons for passing it, and what the resclution
meants

What the board did 1s told in the State Board of Agriculturc
publicity release giving the resclution, the statement in support of
it by Paul Taylor, the number present when 1t was passed, and those
voting for and against it.

Sacramento...Dec..20...The State Board of figriculture today

adopted a resolution which declared that the exclusion of

persons of Yapanese ancestry from C,lifornia agricultureal

life and industry is a matter of military necessity solely.

The resolution was introduced by Dr. Faul Tgylor, Frofessor of

Economics, University of Californla, rnow on leave of absense.

it was seconded by Stewart Meigg of Cgrpenteria, lemon grower.

Voting for the resolution were race kcYonald, of San Jose,
and Meigs.
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James Armstrong, of Los Angeles, opposed the resolution, and
W.L. Smith of Buttonwillow did not vote.

In a statement supporting the resolution, Dr. Taylor said:
"Japanese Americans in the uniform of the Ynited States Army
are now risking and giving their lives in Italy and the Pac-
ific areas, Their loyal participation in the war effort 1s
saving the lives and blood of other #fmerlcan soldiers, and is
assuring an earlier victory by our country than would otherwise
be possible.

"They are entitled in view of this patriotic demonstraticn to a
public recognition that the exclusion of people of thelr ancestry
rests on no ground '@ther than military necessity.

"In August the State Board of #Agriculture went on record in
favor of interracial commissions to amellorate race relations

in agriculture., The present resolution is no more than a loglcal
application of that esrlier declareélon by the Board to a
particular case.

"There is growing disposition in other parts of the United
States to accuse elements within California agriculture of in-
troducing ulterior motives into the problem, spe cifically to
seek to serve economic ends by exclusion of competitors who
are regarded by these elements as iInjurious and unfair.
Examination of current 1ssues of repubable periodicals ef
national circulation reveals plainly that the restof the
United States views this problem with 4n increasingly critical
eye.

Tit will redound to the credit and enhance the good name of
agriculture in California to declare now that we are unwilling
to settle this problem on the basis of race prejudice and that
we regard it as an issue of military necessity only."

WHEREAS, it will be the responsibility of military authoritles
to determine the furation of that perlod of military necessity
on the ground of which they decided early in 1942 to ewacuate
persons of YJapanese ancestry from the Yacific Coast,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that if and when the military authorit-
ies shall decide that milltary necessity no longer requires that
persons of Japanese ancestry shall be excluded from this State,
the California State Board of Agriculture in the llight of that
decision will use its influence to assure that race prejudice
shall not jeopardize the lawful participation of this or any
other group in the agricultural life and industry of this 8tate.

FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolution be transmitted
to the ‘resident of the Ynited States, the Secretary of State,
the Secretary of War, the Governor of California, and the
California Congressional delegation,
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It is important to keep in mind these facts, because when they
are twisted or omitted in the news stories on the resolution, the
action of the board assumes a very different aspect:

1. There were six members present at the meeting, three of whom
voted for the resolutien, one of whom voted against 1t, and two
of whom did not vote.

2, Although not stated in the release, Mclkgdden did not vote
since he was not accustomed to voting as chairman of bhe board.

3, Taylor stated that the reason for introducing the resolu-
tion to the board was to countersct the tendency in ohher parts of
the United States to accuse California agriculture of wanting the
Japanese excluded from the coast states for economic reasons.

He did not accuse California agriculture of this motive himself,

4, The first paragraph of the resolutlion acknowledges that itis

the responesibility of military authorities to determine how long

persons of Japanese ancestry must be excluded from California;

Taking the stories on the passage of the resolution
carried by the Associated Press, the United Fress, and the San
Francisco Examiner, and chekking each of them according to thelr
accuracy on these fouripoints, we find that a newspaper reader
would have had to read all three accounts in order to get a com-
plete picture of what happenéd.

1. Number Present

a. Associated press story appearing in the San Yranclsco
Chronicle of December 21, correctly states the number present,
six, and the number voting for the resolution, three.

b. United Press story .ppearing in the Berkeley Cazette for
December 21, incorrectly states that five board members only

wereppresent .
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The resolution, proposed by Dr, Paul Taylor, professor of
economics :t the Yniversity of Califonnia, was approved by
three members of the board of five present.
c. The San Francisco Examiner story of December 21 correc-

tly gives the number present and voting.

2, Chairman McFadden's Position

a. AP coprectly quotes McFadden as saying that if he had
voted he would have voted for the resolution. In this res-
pect it is more complete than the publicity release.

MeFadden said during the discussion of the resolution:

"Itm convinced the truth is not in the Yapanese, from all

my dealings with them, but I don't belleve we can afford to
abridge the constitdtional rights of any raclal groups and if
I voted I think I would be forethe resolution,”

s

b. UP does not mention Chairman McFadden,

¢. The Exeminer correctly reports that McFgdden did not
vote bec
vote because, "as chailrman of the board, it was not cust-

omary for him to vote unless there was a tie."
It does not report that he sald that if ne had voted he
probably have voted for the resolution.

%, Reason for the Resolution

a., AP incorrectly quotes Taylor's statement. The accus~-
ation that the California agricultural interests want to
exclude Japanese-Americans for economic reasons 1s put
into his mouth.
Taylor stated:
There are many agricultural interests who were opposed to Jap-
enese~-Americans because they were nasty competitors. VYo we
want to be in the position of barring these competitors on
grounds of race nrejudice?
b. UP correctly reports Taylor's statement, in part.

¢. Taylor's statement 1s omitted, in the Zxaminer story.

4., The Resolutlon
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a. AP printed the resolution in full, including the first
paragraphiacknowledging the problem is one of military
necessity.
b« The resolution is given in part by UP, with the first
paragraph omitted.
¢. “he first paragraph of thc¢ resolution is ommitted in
the Examiner, and nowhere does the story say that the res-
olution acknowledged that the problem was a military one
and a military one only.#*

The AP gives the correct number present, the entire resclution,
and the fact that McFadden "probably" would have voted for the res-
olution.

UP correctly quotes Taylor as to the reason for the resodution.

The Examiner explains that *c¢Fadden did not vote because he was
chailrman,

Therefore, it would have been necessary to read all three accounts
to get a thorcugh picture of the passage of the resolution,.

The next day, Governor VWarren came out wlth a statement denouncimg

beard for its actiong

That was just a case of three holdovers on the board taking

advantape of a kkeletonlzed meeting to kick up dust and start

internal strife in California, rather than help fight the war

we are now engaged in, and in which our boys are fighting and

dying every day.

The San Francisco Examiner reported the incident as follows:

EXAMINER BUKEAUY SACRAMENTO} Dec. 21.-~Governor warren today

summarily dismissed as an action which will not "help fight the

war" the recommendation of a minority group of the State Board
of Agriculture that $apanese be permitted to resume farming oper

ations in California when the war 1is over.
(Rtatement is glven es above)

?ériod", he added emphatlcally.

The board's resolution read, in part, as follows:

"If and when the military authoritles shall decide that mélitary

*see Apperdits for coples of the stories.
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necessity no longer requires that persons of Japanese ancestry
shall be exdluded from this State, the C2lifornia board of agric=-
utture in the light of that decision will use its influence to
assuee that race prejudice shall not Jeopardize the lawful
participation of this or any other group in the agricultural

life and Industry of this state.

The resolution was approved o iL“iHlly as the position of the
board although it was favored uy only three of fine members.
Introduced by Frofessor FPaul S, Taylor of the University of
California, it wassupported in addition by Stewart Melgs,
Carpenteria, and Mrs, Gprace h040$ald Santa Clara, appoinuees
of former CGovernor Ulsen., Jamss F. amstrong, Los Angeles,
voted against the measure, Vwc1nxipb if it pessed "people wxll
say it would be better 1f the Governor kicked the board out.

Chairman A.J. McFadden, Santa Ana, and “.L. Smith, Buttonwillow,
did not vote. The three other board memberu were absent.

Note:

l. The story quotes Governor Warren as saying that the resol=-

ution will not "help fight the war", but does not mention Taylor's

statement which related the resolutlion to the war effort, as a
demonstration of racial tolerance to Yapanese-Americsns in the
services.

2. It stresses that only three of the nine members of the board
voted.

3. It says that lMcFadden did not vote, but does not say, as it
did before, that he was not accustomed to voting, as chairman, As
it did not before, it does not say that if he hgd voted, he .ould
have been for the resclution.

Therefore, this news account tends to favor Governor Warren's
interpretation of the resolution. The same 1s true of the AP story,
which appears in the clipping from the San Francisco “hronicle
on the following 2 ge. Notethat 1it:

1. Does give Taylor's argument that American Japanese in the

army are risking their lives for the United States.
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2, Tends to uphold the "skeleton board" interpretaticn by

incorrectly stating that McFadden "refused to vote."

The crowning &llustration of misrepresentation of this event,

for which it would probably be unfair to blame the press assoclations
and even the Examiner, came in an editorial appearing in the
Contra Costa Gazette of Martinexz, California, for December 24, 1943,
which stated:
Now comes Professor Taylor as sponsor of a resolution before
the State Board of Agriculture, of which he 1s a hold-over mem-
per as an Olsen appolntee, stating that agricultural interests
opposing return of the Japs to the state are actuated by sel-
fish motives because the slant-eyed sons of Nippon are "nasty
competitors™ as he put it. He evidently has forgotten that these
people were removed from the coast becausé of the espionage and
sabotage in whichit was believed Yaps might engage. He 1a ad-
vocating a policy that better be left th the federal government.
Vould the misconstrual of the resolution be more complete?
The Satate Board of sgriculture rescinded this resolution
meeting held January 17, 1944, in the following language:
WHEREAS this bosrd believes that fuestions of policy such ax
expressed the resoluticn adecpted at the previous meeting of this
board ralative to the return of Yapanese evacuees not be passed
upon by less th a majority of the whole board, and
WHERBAS, there 1s serious doubt that the said resolution would
have besn passed had a majority of the board been present to
vote, and
WHEREAS, it 1s the sense of this meeting of the board that saild
previous resolution was untimely and susceptible of misinterpre-
tation of the views of California Agriculture in relation to a
problem that is both military and national in tharacter:

NOWg THEREFORE , BE IT RESOLVED that sald actlon 1s hereby
rescinded.

This strenge action of the becard was reported with varying
degrees of accuracy.
The Sascramento Bee story stresses that five of the members of
the hoard voted to rescind the resolution, whereas only three voted
to adopt it. It incoreectly states than on.y five persons were preseht
when the resolution was adopted. It faids to report that McFadden

did not vote the first time because he was chalrman, but
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that he said thet if he had voted he would have been for it.

The Bee story reported Thet lMcFadden "told the board he belleves in th

principles of the Taylor resolution, but would vote to rescind ity"

In view of McFadden's peculiar positio n on the matter, it 1s rather
misleading to make generalizations that proclaim the former resolution
a minority resolution, and the second one a majority resolution.
If McFadden had voted according tc his convictions, the sote would
have been the same each time. However, the story does dake thils
unwarranted generallzation:
The ive members who voted to repudlate the December 20th ac~
tion constituBe a majority of the nine member board...
The passage of the Taylor resolution last month was brought
about by the fact only five members of the board were present.
Armstrong was the lone opponent. Chairmen McFadden decllined
to vote.
United Press, in its story on the second resolution rescinding
the first, which appeared in the Perkeley Bazette January 18, 1944,
repeated its original error that only five were present when
the first resolution was adopted, and falsdy reported that
"Warren later ousted Taylor from the board.
second resolution as sa g that the original resolution was
"untimely and susceptible of mininterpretation of the views of
California agriculture in relatlion to a problem that 1s both
militery and national™, but does not return to the original res-
olution to find that it too declared the problem was mlilitary.
That was the whole point of the original resclution--that the
problem was military only.
This has been a rather detailed examination of a small
segment of the press treatment of tha overall Japenese~Ameridan
problem., However, it 1is a clearcut example of how a press that 1s

careless or prejudiced, or perhaps both at onee, can twist an

occurence around uhtil it 1s almost unrecognizable. Agter the press




was through reporting the passage and rescindlng of the State

Board of Agriculture resolution of December 20, the average newspaper

reader probably had in his mind a vague impression that a minority of

the board passed a resolution that interfered with the authorlty of
the military in dealing with the Japanese gquestlon in some way, and
that a majority of the board had latér rescinded this ill-adwised
action. I, other words, the interpretation put upon the resbdlution
by Governor Warren was hhe one that hit the reader in the eye, and
stuck in his mind, in all probabllity. Of course it was the

gob of the press to report what Warren said about the resadlution,
put it was not the job of the press to support his interpretation
through misrepresenting the number present when the pesolution

was passed, leaving McFadden's stand confused, and omnitting or
confusing the reason for passing the resolutlon. Therefore, the
peporting of the Taylor resclution oy the Lalifornia press must

be called a failure by sny standard having regard to the function

of the press as a medium for informing the electorate on public

issues.




APPENDIX

Papers Studied

WEEKLIES

Davis Enterprise--all 1845
Gilroy Advocate-- "
Mail of %Woodland g .

NON#METROPOLITAN DAILIES

Bgkersfield Californlan~-liey and June issues, 1943,

madera bally Tribune and Mercury--Febl, Jane, July, and Lug. issues,b 1943
Marysville Appeal-Democrat--June, July ~nd Nov. issyes, 7943,

Red Bluff Daily News and ‘imes Sentlnel&~-June and July issues, 1943.

San J,se Mercury-Herald--May and June lssues, 1943,

St. Helesna Star--June, July and Aug. issues, 1943.

Stockion Hecord--gune issuss, 1943.

Visalia Times-Delta=--June issues, 1943.

METROPOLITAN DAILIES

Los Angeles Times--all stories on Dies sub-committee investigations
in files of publicity chmirman of Pacific Voast
Committee on American Principles and ¥Fair Play,

San Diego Unlon--iay issues, 1943.

San Francisco Chronicle--scattered 1ssues for November, and December,
d Jamuary and February, 1944.

es, 1943; scattered issues for Nove-

1943, an

San Franelsco Examiner--June 1ssu
m“er and uc ,moer, 1943; and January and
February, 1944.

Contra Costa Gazette

Pasadena Post ~

Pagadena Star-News various editorials and columns
Santa Kosa “reﬁs-Democvat

Valle jo Times~Hera]

Los Angeles Dgily RGWQ
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STORIES OF THE TAYDOR KESOLUTICN APPEARING DECEMBER 21L.

See pp. 3€-37

San Franeiscolsaminer

EXAMINER BURBAU, SACRAMENTO, Dec. 20~-After bitter controversy,
the state board of agriculture todya adopted a resolution
declaring, in effect, that Japanese-Americans must not be ex-
cluded from agriculture in the state after the war's clese.

One board member heatedly attacked the measure, and two others
did not vote. Three were absent.

James F. Armstrong, Los Angeles member of the board, attacking
the measure, dedélared that if the resolution were passed

"people will say it would be better if the Governor kicked out
the board." He charged that the board was going far afield

in interjecting itself into such a controversy, and expalined

he did not feel that he knew anough about the situation.

4A.J. McFadden of Santa Ana, in Orange “Younty, said he did not
vote bacause, as chairman of the board, it was customary for him
not to vote except in case of a tie.

Three board members, W.B. Parker of Berkeley, John S. Watson of
Petaluma and Yon C. Bull of Marysville, were not in attendance.
‘he resolution was presented by Paul S. Taylor, University of
Califomnia prefedsor and Berkeley member, and seconded by
Stewart Meigs, Cappenteria member. In addition to these two,
¥,8. Grace KcDonald of San J _se voted for the measure.

"The California State Board of Apriculture”, the resclution
said, in part, "will use its influence to assure that racial
prejudice shall not jeopardize the lawful participation of this
group (Persons of Japanese ancestry) or any other group in the
agricultural life and industry of the state.

Berkeley G,zette

Sacramento, Dec. 21 (UP)--bov. Earl Warren today denounced a
resolution adopted by the State Board of A _riculture favoring
return of Japanese to Cglifornia as soon as military penditions
permit as an attempt by holdover members of the board to cause
strife in Califonnia.

The resolution, proposed by Dr. Paul Taylor, professor of econom-
ics at the University of California, was approved by three mem-
bers of the board of five present. The board consists of nine
members .

Asked his epinion of the resolution, Warren said, "It was just
a case of three holdcvers on the board taking advantage of a
skeletonized meeting to kick up some dust and try to cause some
strife in Cglifornia instead of helping in a war in which our
boys are fighting and dying every day.

The resolution declared that the board "will use its influence
to assurc that race prejudice shall not jeopardize the lawful
participation of this (the Japanese) or any other group in the
agriculturel life and industry of this state.




Return of the Japanese to California was made conditional on
approval by A,my officials in the resodution. It was submitted
by Grace McDonald of San J _se and Steward Meips of C_rpenteria
as well as Taylor. All three were appointed by Gov. Culbert
Olson. James Armstrong of Los Angeles voted no and W.L. Smith
of Buttonwillow dld not vote. .s.v.c.v.ee .

r issued a statement in support of his resoluti
s-Americans fighting in Italy are "entitledssto
nition that tHe exolu51ﬁn of people of thelr an
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on no ground other than mi-;b\ly necassity.

He said that accusations have been made against Califorrn
agricultural interests charging that demands for permanent
exclusion of Japanese have been made for the purpose of
ing economic competition.
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San Francisco Chronilcle
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chairman, t vote, nor d4id W.L.
Buttor «ix oW . hr board ngm“urs...c»re absent. Lu}adq-n
during the discussion of the resolution:

"I'm convinced the truth is not in the Jpan from all my
dealings with them, but 1 don't believe we can afford to ab-
ridge the constitutional fi:kbu of any group and if I
voted I think I would be foret?
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