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OUR JAPANS^ ARB AMERICANS 

By Emil Sokerak

(Antioch Alumni Bulletin* Feb* 1943*)

{EDITOR* S HOIS i Emil Sekerak same to Antioch from Cleveland in 1931*  
Fiajoring In business administrate on* lie had co-op job s as secretary  
to the chairman of the national Mediation Board in Waahiî gton* a s ju�
nior accountant with Lybrand *s* and as a research worker at the Ohio  
Farm Bureau* After graduating with honors in 1936* he continued wit h 
the Ohio Farm Bureau until he took up his job with the met Relocation  
Authority* He is at present working in the Community Enterprise Di�
vision at Topaz* Utah*)

"Military strategy and protective custody"— these are the os�
tensible reasons why nearly 130*000 Japan® se-Aaerieans were shifted  
fraa the >est Coast to centers farther inland last April* Military  
strategy because of fear of a Japanese invasion and "fifth column"  
activity* protective custody because of fear of vigilante and mob  
action against the persons and property of the Japanese best Coast  
residents* * r.-

When one remembers the assorted fith column hysterian which  
were rift in the country a year ago* the explanation of military stra�
tegy appears plausible* Yet it alone does not explain why "race" was  
mads the criteria of evacuation rather than pro-Japan or pro-Axis"  
leaning"*

When one ponders tho explanation of "protective custody" one  
has mixed feelings. The realist may be satisfied that the Ja panese  
are safer in the centers than they would be back home. But the id ea�
list is shocked by the realization that in peractica the p eople of the  
®est Coast have fallen so far short of the Ideals of d emocracy* That  
all Japanese-Amerlc?ns* American citizens included, without eocmitting  
overt acts should have to be protected from the illegal violence of  
other American citizens is a blot on the record of American democrac y*  
Ro since the acadians were ex idled from flora Scotia ha s a forced m s s  
evacuation taken place in English-speaking America•

There are many who think that economics ms a large factor in the  
svaucatlon* i*e* the elimination of the economic competition of the  
Japanese-Aaoricans in favor of Caucasian business man and farmers*

Yet the decision was made* And on bulletin boards in all the  
cities and towns and villages on the /eat Coast appeared one d ay in  
February placards headed in large type with the words "Proclmation to  
all Persons of Japanese Ancestry" sfeich contined, in effect * "ycu must  
get ready to move out of your homes and vocations by such and such a  
date*" These posters went on to ox [lain that if the Ja panese had not  
evacuated voluntarily out of the defense zonos after one month or six
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weeks they would have to go to centers guarded by the Army« Noloyalty  
tests were to bo made, no weeding out, no separation of sheep from goats *

A few left voluntarily. Most waited, hoping that the situation  
would change in their favor. It didn’t, so they liquidated their p ro�
perty at a loss, bade farewell to friends, and went to the temporary  
"assembly** centers pending removal to more permanent "re location" cen�
ters farther inland.

The people of the Topaz Relocation Center came from the "bay  
area," vhich includes San Francisco, Oakland, Berkely and environs#
The "assembly* center was the Tanfor&n Race track, some 15 miles south  
of San Francisco* To hastily converted stables they come to live. Be�
hind they left homes, schools, and jobs, and most of their personal pos�
sessions*

After several months at Tanforan, they were sent to a fenced- in  
square mile of the central Utah desert, guarded by a company of military  
police, there to live until the war was over.

The Japanese-Amerleaiss in this relocation center are accepting  
their uprooting pretty well* when one considers the tremendous adjust�
ment— geographically, socially, economically, psychologically— they  
have had to make, they have taken it on the c M n  gracefully . My mono  
for measurement is to imagine how any other segpaent of our populat ion  
would have taken it, Garmon-Americans, say, or Italian-Ameri can s or  
America n-S lava, or for that matter Brit is h-Ame ricane of c  oraparativel y  
recent Immigration«

The most vociferous protests have been made by the Nisei (Ameri�
can b o m  and educated). The reasons« they have the thoroughly Ame ri�
can trait of demanding their rights"$ they have felt the pain of the  
Insinuated charges most deeply. Perhaps the Xssei (firs t generation)  
and Kibei their transplant ing, but they probably feel that t hey do not  
have the right to "rights" like the Hisel do.

whereas the assembly centers were organized by the wartime Civil  
Control Administration (a temporary hybrid of the U. 5* Army and other  
Federal agencies including the WfA)., the relocation centers are organi�
sed and controlled by the WRA, whose personnel has been selected fo r  
fitness in handling a large public welfare situation in all its ramifi�
cations« The WRA has done a great deal to Infuse faith and hope Int o 
the hearts of the evacuees. From stories one hears, the in itial as�
sembly had many ugly aspects* The situation was unprecedented! the  
staff handling the assembly were not experts. Feelings were hurt, many  
seemingly unnecessary injustices and crudities committed. WRA, on  the  
other hand, is treating the ¡natter from the stand point of a t emporary  
social problem, and is trying to keep it from becoming a perman ent one*
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We are trying to make the center as such of a normal American  
community as the facilities and circumstances (and public opinion  in  
the region) will allow* Her© in the center the evacuees ar e called  
“residents*# The Caucasian personnel are called the "appointive  or  
administrative staff"* The residents enjoy maximum participation in  
policy-making within the framework of the rather reasonable WHA regu�
lations • They have an elected city council, empowered to pass ordi�
nances enforceable by the internal police— who are residents. Most  
of the nonconfidential positions in the administrative offices are  
held by residents« The stores and services in the center are run b y  
the residents on a cooperative basis* More than half of the school  
teachers are residents*

At first » the attitude of the newly arrived evacuees m s  one of  
suspicion and resentment toward the administrative people and the rules  
and regulations* Every week saw an incipient "incident" breqing, but  
persistence toward agreeable solutions cm the part of the proje ct ad�
ministration brought understanding response from a population deeply  
injured and smarting from forced incarceration» Although community  
morale has steadily improved» \ �RA realised that it can wrer be expected  
to rise to the heights that a free community composed of free people  
can reach* So WRA has adopted the policy of re-relocating as many in �
dividuals as possible» now* The post-school Nisei for the most part»  
are eager to be free» to progress in their careers» to show t he rest  
of the country that they are good citizens» to become a part of Ameri�
can again* They are willing to chance the difficulties that  might be  
encountered* fflRA  is equally anxious to see them go "on the outside**  
and is giving these Nisei preference in re-relocation opportunities*

Before a Miss! can be re-relocated» however» there must be a  
Job to go to» in a community that will accept him and give him equal  
treatment with other citizens* Further» the Job must be of t he kind  
that the evacuee can accept of his own free will* The requirement»  
of the prospective relocate# are that he meet the qualifications o f  
the work and that he pass an investigation by the FBI and the Army  
and Navy intelligence Services* Several hundred evacuees have been  
relocated in this manner already* As labor shortages incre ase, the  
prospect for outside opportunities grows brighter* T he Nisei avait  
their day eagerly and impatiently* Until then America will not be  
America to them* When one has known these Nisei as well as the Ame ri�
canized Issoi and Kibei* one realized that the only barrier between  
them end the M a i m  they sincerely believe in is their racial fea�
tures* Of talent and skill and training and American culture they h ave  
an abundance*

For those who want to complete their college or graduate school  
education» for those high school graduates who want to enter college»  
WE& is trying to find campuses which will accept them* iMny of  them  
who want to go to college need some financial assistance or an oppor�
tunity to earn their expenses, Just as is the case in any norami group  
of college aspirants*
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Perhaps the evacuation was necessary» human beings being what  
they are and ears being what they are« At any rate is an accomplished  
fact« The federal Government is being eminently considerate of the  
welfare of the evacuees» but the plain people of the United  States ge�
nerally could do and should pant to do much more« By opening up their  
communities» their colleges» their work opportunities to the American  
born nisei« at least» they can invest in the future of America as  a*”  
democracy of human rights. America as a democracy of hums rights«  
America» as well as the Nisei» is the loser if this investment  is not  
made*

I should like to appeal to antioch al urani» especially those to  
whom the inscription on the Horace Mann monument brought a response»  
a seek openings whero there might be some little "victory for humanity*’«

llhen Kipling si&d "East is east and west is west» and never  
the twain shall meet* he dittos*t have a chance to become acquainted with  
our Japanese-Aaericans* In most of the Xesei and Kihei they have aetf  
the conflict between the mores of the Orient», and New world has been  
resolved by a process somewhat akin to natural selection in the  evolu�
tionary sense* In a few it has not« Kipling should have had  a seat  
at the talent show recently in Tcpac* Issai* Klbel* blended w ith tap-  
dancing in the best Astaire style* The same singer could knock ’em  
cold with "Sakural" (gharry Blossoms) or with "l*m Dreaming of  a Uhite  
Christmas’*« A saxophonist could bleat walling oriental notes or the  
most ghaatyly American swing* An Issai who can blew from tbs hips as  
profusely as anyone who had never left' *Japan can say "Yowauh" and "Okay"  
as well as any Brooklyn urchin* These are superficial Americanism» to  
be sure» but they indicate cultural adaptation» Xt is mera difficul t  
to observe thoughts» but one gets the confidence that their ideas a re  
no moro or less anti- or pro- anything than those of the average Ameri�
can* There is one thing in which the Issai are superior* They love  
committees even better than Anti- ochians do* Few like to assume sti a 
parscimi responsibility for important decisions (and some not so  im�
portant )*

Little children in Topa* all look like dolls to me* lasel gene�
ration carry them on their becks instead of in their arms* y/hen  they  
play house» they got their little dishes and stand in line» after the  
manner of their elders who line up in front of the common dining halls.  
Once in a while» os® of them will ask his parents» **ldiy don*t w e go  
back to America, Mommy?"

The Japanese have something close to a reverance for plant life»  
For their pets» they have plant � just as other Americans lieve doga and  
oats and canaries*

Almost half of the religious adherents in the center are Buddhists  
and the rest Christ las,* There is no conflict* m  the Christ mas pa�
geant » for instance» which included the wise men and the m anager scene,  
half of the cast were Buddhists» and they played their par ts earnestly  
and "with feeling*"
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Unless one Is of the school of emotions which wants all American  
of Japanese ancestry to be sent "back «here they came from'* (or wh ere  
their grand parents came from) he realised the lima will corae when the  
residents of these centers will again take their place in the Am erican  
scene, what lingering marks the peiod of detention and concentration  
will leave on them is still to be seen*

But much Americanisation has already been undone* Most of the  
younger people are for the first time in their lives living in a n ex�
clusively “Japanese'* community* Filial loyalty and affection make  
them respond to Japanese customs more than they are in the hab it of  
doing* Communal living accentuates this. They are hearing the Japa�
nese language spoken more constantly and are speaking It more themselve s*  
The children who were accustomed to Caucasian faces now seen only ori�
ental one a* They are cut off from American scenes» partiticapation  
In American problems» the stream of American action*

Here is a letter a mother sent to one of the high school tea�
chers (who has given me permission to include it in this article)«

"Dear Teacher» Thank you for kindness to our children*
I am wondering some of our boys has no hopeless for the  
education and future* Some of them said it is nothing  
if ws educate and we cannot stand good* ’‘hen Dr# Rev*
Fisk was here someone ^ thinking ease way* One of his  
students was here Block � . He like to go to college but  
the college don't like him welcome* But he went (he m s  
thinking I will do my best)* He went scholl then he  
met with their students what they did? Ho one against  
to him» only feel him good* On this war time» we are think�
ing outside people mad to us* Some of them send their only  
son to war* But what mothers and ladies did for our chilren  
at this Christmas? when I met our mothers» v;hat they tal ked  
They had tears on their faces* Their tears was just talked  
for thankful on their kindness* America Is a defirent coun�
try* They praised them and we are loving more America* %  
have hope* We will do our best wher at» or whore to go* You  
could lead hopeless one to have hope* Thank you."

Soneone has said» **Gfod speed the day when there shall be no more  
hypenated Americans*)
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l -REPORT FROM TOKYO

An Ambassador Warns of Japan*s Strength  

by JOSEPH C. GREW

JOSEPH C. GREW served as U. S. Ambassador  
to Japan from 193?- unti l  war  came. He re�
peatedly warned our Government of the danger  
of sudden attack. . How he says: ,TA primary  
axiom of war is to know your  e n e m y . The  
Amer ican people, as. a whole, are dangerously  
i l l - informed regarding the s t rength of one of  
our enemies— Japan .TT

Since his re turn to this country from  
Japan last August, Joseph C. Grew has been  
addressing the Amer ican people to warn  them  
•that they must not -underest imate the determi�
nat ion  and the resourcefu lness of the Japa�
nese. Report From Tokyo, a book baded on  
speeches del ivered by him since his return,  
wil l  be publ ished by Simon & Schuster on  
Dec. 7, the anniversary of Pearl Harbor. On  
these pages L IFE presents extracts f rom that  
book.

There are many quest ions which we have been asking our�
selves since the gr im forenoon of December 7, 1941.  Rome of  
these quest ions wil l  be answered only by the histor ians of the  
far future. -Why did Japan at tack the United States  and the  
Br i t ish  Commonweal th  of Nat ions? Why did the Japane se wish  
to destroy us? Why did they r isk the venture of war  w i th  our  
peoples, who are known for industr ial  power and for  potent ia l  
mil i tary capaci ty? Did the Japanese indeed make the  most  
monumental  misca lcu lat ion in all h is tory? Are they foo l ish  
fanat ics-who have chosen a, suicidal war as the onl y way out  
f rom their humi l ia t ion by Chinese res istance? Quest ions such  
as these have been asked me ever since my return fr om Tokyo.

I fear, alas, that no men living could answer all o f these  
quest ions. If there is anyone who knows all the ans wers, I  
for one would l ike to learn from him. I know that t here are  
many, important points about the Japanese mind and sprir i t  wh ich
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have puzzled and troubled me, and which are probably  not clear  
to the Japanese themselves. Nevertheless, I will put b efore  
you two of the main questions, and try to give answers  to them  
vhich I.believe come near to the heart of the matter.

First, why did the Japanese make this war upon us?
Second, how do the Japanese leaders— -fanatical but cold ly  

calculating men— dare dream of victory over the combin ed power  
of the British Commonwealth of Nations, the United Stat es,
China, and the other United Nations? -

Why did they make war upon us? The Japanese attitud e  
toward the English-speaking peoples is based on a co ncept of  
Japanese superiority and strength and of our inferio rity and  
weakness. Part of this is a product of their mythology— the only  
neolithic mythology in the world which still plays a part in  
the affairs of a. government. A part of it is a product of  
national vanity. A part of it is— in the Japanese view— logi�

cal, matter-of-fact, and well founded*

They hold Americans in contempt

It is a parodox of Japanese thinking that, despite their  
faith in their own innate superiority, they believe that the  
man who thinks he is superior is ipso facto handicapp ed-. The  
Japanese have known what we thought of them— that they  were  
little fellows physically, that they were imitative, that they  
.were not really very important in the world of men a nd nations.  
Believe me, I have been shamed more than Once by th e braggadocio,  
self-confidence and condescension manifested by our Eng lish-  
speaking peoples* and I have grown apprehensive as,  through  
the years, I have observed the Japanese observing us . I have  
realized the cold,, withering contempt of the Japanes e for those  
of our race who gloried in power without possessing, th e funda�
mentals of, power or who complacently viewed the po ssibility of  
war with Japan without understanding how formidable  the Japanese  
really were.

The Japanese have made comparisons not favorable to u s.
They have pointed to their own thrift and compared it with  
our" wastefulness. They have looked at their own nation al unity  
and national reverence and have contrasted it with our partisa-  
ship and our readiness to laugh at ourselves. They have seen  
the comforts with which we have surrounded ourselves,  and they  
envy us these even while they despise us for our possession and  
enjoyment of them.

It is not meaningless that in Japanese, thought ,rOriental  
culture” stands as the antithesis to luxury. To many Ja panese,  
culture hieans-a Spartan ability to endure hard work , hard living,  
and hard fighting”. The inconsistency of their positi on— the  
fact that they should pride themselves on their simpli city and  
ruggedness while fighting to gain material riches— is not  
apparent to most of them. They look upon us as boastful,  
vainglorious, rich, and flabby. They think that we are physic ally  
soft. They think that pur minds are filled with gro ss consider�
ations of comfort, personal greed, and shallow partis anship.
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v*hy Japan is a tough enemy

Ï have no wish to praise a people who are our enemies ,  
but I must— in the interest of .our safety— list a few of their  
formidable characteristics:

They are united. Theirs is a unity of solidarity. Foo lish  
or wise though their war government may be, they suppor t it.
They believe in the divinity of their Emperor and, thro ugh him,  
in the rightness of their war leaders* For years the y have  
prepared themselves collectively and individually f or war.
Germany and Italy possess groups of unknown size and po wer which  
await only the time and opportunity to revolt. In Japan  there  
are no such groups.

They are trained. The Japanese have said openly that  their  
weapons were inferior to ours but they counted on th e fact that  
we supposed them to be even less well equipped than the y really
were. This would give them an advantage. This advantag e could
be further supplemented by their discipline, by thei r universal  
training, ..and by the fact that all Japanese men— all the able-  
bodied men in Japan— have military service. Trained m en and  
armies with fair weapons can often defeat untrained  men and armies  
with excellent weapons.

They are frugal. The Japanese Empire has almost thrived  
on short-ages. Bottlenecks, absences of materials, and vexing  
priorities have existed in other countries under co nditions  
which would have meant abundance to the Japanese. In the midst
of poverty, they have built an enormous military mach ine. They
have not done this with, wastefulness. They have done it with  
care and.thrift and economy and conserving of material s. The  
food which we, even now, throw away i n •North/America  would go  
a long way toward supporting the population of Japan.

They are fanatical. They believe in their war, in the  
government/which wages i t , and in the incorruptible ce rtainty  
of their national cause. .Who knows how far back the sourc es  
of this, national faith may lie? Some -parts of it go b ack to  
the half-mythical; centuries of their history before the time  
of Christ. Others rest, perhaps, in the centuries of sp oradic  
struggles with the Chinese which ended with the great  naval  
victories of the seventh-century Chinese fleets. The shoguns ,
� �ho began the system of ruling through puppets a thous and years  
ago, -and then the feudal lords, contributed their share. Me dieval  
civil wars, then, bequeathed traditions which toughened Japan  
for foreign war today.

There are, at least in war, totalitarian. Long ago, while  
Germany and Italy were still .picturesque agglomerations of p etty  
states, Japan was governed by dictatorship, secret polic e,  
elite guards, suppressors of "dangerous thoughts," s ummary courts,  
and hidden executioners. The Tokugawa shogunate, wh ich preceded  
the. present modernized government, was effectively  totalitarian  
and authoritarian.

We have learned in our time what totalitarianism mea ns.
It means the end of political freedom, of religious fr eedom,
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of any freedom, of any true culture. It also means concen trated  
political, economic, and military power. This power  can he  
used swiftly and ruthlessly by despots who do not sto p to explain  
— still less to justify-— their ends or their means. Japa n did  
not have to turn Fascist or National Socialist; moral ly, Japan  
already was both. Japan has needed no Hitler. In a certa in  
sense, her militarists are an oligarchy of Hitlers, Democ racy  
was an experiment into which the Japanese ventured only  slightly  
and cautiously. The society itself, and its values, remain  
today, in wartime’-, regimented and authoritarian#

With such capacities, and such a government, is it s urpri�
sing that Japan*s leaders did not fear war and that they  led  
their nation confidently into war? At this very mom ent, the  
Japanese feel themselves, man for man, superior to you a nd to  
me and to any of our peoples. They admire our technology, th ey  
may have a lurking dread of our ultimate superiority  of resources,  
but all too many of them have contempt for us as human beings .
Add to all this their overweening ambition for conquest , and  
you can begin to fo l lowthe warped but persuasive line  of  
intuition and belief which led Japan to attack us.

Yet we now try to give an ans. er to the second question:  
do the Japanese think that they can win this war?

The Japanese leaders do think that they can and will win.
They are counting on our underestimates, on our apparent dis�
unity before— -and even during— war, on our unwillingne ss to  
sacrifice, to endure, and to fight.

The leaders of Japan are not suicidally minded inco mpetents.  
History will show that they have made a miscalculat ion; but  
they have miscalculated less than most of us suppose. In this  
they find strength.

Japan has won before by the same strategy' that she has  
followed in launching and waging this war. In 1894 a nd 1895,  
Japan defeated the gigantic Manchu Empire of China. Her ar med 
forces won because the nation was prepared, united, de termined.
The Manchu court of China was corrupt and unprepared,  the  
Chinese Government was supine and disunited, and th e Chinese  
people never had a chance to fight. In 1904 and 1905, Japan  
attacked and defeated the Empire of the Tsars. Her ar med forces  
attacked Port Arthur, like Pearl Harbor, murderousl y and in  
stealth. Port Arthur, like Bataan, withstood a siege and then  
surrendered. In St. Petersburg and Moscow there was  revolt,  
occasioned largely by; the corrup mismanagement of th e war and  
a popular distrust of the government. The Tsarist Gove rnment  
negotiated perce. Japan could not have defeated Russia; sh e 
did defeat the Tsarist forces when the people and g overnment  
behind the armed forces were diunited and the produ ctive system  
did not stand up. Finally, Japan, as one of the Allies, fou ght  
Germany in the First World War. Germany did not fight to the  
bitter end. The Germans, did not Wait for their countr y to be  
invaded. They gave in before the Rhine had even been r eached  
— they surrendered even after they had won the Eastern f ront  
and had seemed victorious. The Japanese noted this an d did  
not forget it.
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Japan remembers these victories. As I have already stated,  
the Japanese may not intend to take New Orleans or Pan  Francisco  
or Vancouver or Toronto— in this war. They do intend and e xpect,  
in dead seriousness, to conquer Asia, to drive us out, to fo rce  
us to make a peace which will weaken us, and cause u s to grow  
weaker with time. And then later, in five years, or ten years,  
or 50 years, they would use the billion men of an enslav ed Asia,  
and all the resources of the East, to strike again.

When the Japanese militarists, committed absolutely  to  
the course of conquest, took.measure of their military rescources  
and perceived the extent of democratic rearmament, t hey had  
to gamble. The gamble was heroic, but net that of a m ere game  
of chance. Their well-planned campaigns southward were brilliant  
accomplishments. Today Japan is stronger than ever. .We  now  
face not only Japan but Japan and Japan*s conquests . These  
conquests are greater than we have permitted oursel ves to realize.  
They include more than ten times the area of the Japan ese Empire  
as it stood a year ago— Chinese territory, British te rritory,
Dutch territory, American territory. They include p opulations  
aggregating three times the population of the Japan ese Empire.
Many climes and vast resources. A huge aggregate of human beings,  
the majority of whom are docile and are capable of tr emendous  
toi l .

No one— -any longer— can prattle now of defeating Jap an  
in three months. We hear no longer about the tinder cities of  
Tokyo and Osaka. 'We do not jest about the Japanese fleet,  or  
about their Air Force. We know that we face a destr uctive,  
united enemy, and that we must bring to bear against tha t enemy  
force as united as and greater than that which he has mar chaled.

The Japs will never crack

The other day a friend, an intelligent American, sa id to  
me: Tf0f course there must be ups and downs in this war; w e 
can1t expect victories every day; but i t Ts merely a question  
of time before Hitler will go down to defeat before t he steadily  
growing power of the combined air and naval and mil itary forces  
of the United Nations— and then, w e ’ll mop up the Japs.” M ark  
well those words, please. ?TAnd then w e T11 mop up the J aps.TT

Let’s get down to brass tacks. I know Germany; I lived  
there for nearly ten years. I came out on the last train with  
my chief, Ambassador Gerard, when in 1S17 we broke relati ons  
-with Germany a n d ;shortlyafterward were forced to de clare war  
on that aggressor. I know the Germans well; truculent and  
bullying and domineering when on the crest of the wav e; cemoralized  
in defeat. The Germans cracked in 1918. I have steadfast ly  
believed and I believe today that when the tide of bat tle turns  
against them as it assuredly will turn, they will crack aga in.

I know Japan; T  lived there for ten years. I know the  
Japanese intimately. The J.apanes.« will not crack.  They will  
not crack morally or psychologically or economicall y, even when
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eventual defeat stares them in the face. They will pull in  
their belts another notch, reduce their rations fro m a bowl  
to a half bowl or rice, and fight to the bitter end. Only  
by utter physical destruction .or utter exhaustion of t heir men  
and materials can they be defeated. That is the differen ce  
between the Germans and the Japanese. That is what we ar e 
up against in f ightingJapan. .

We must realize that the Japanese are already in the  
Aleutian Islands. Not far from Alaska. Not so far fro m other  
parts of our country. Our own armed forces are dealing w ith  
that situation. ;̂Xf#eh.tion it merely as a concret e indicatien  
of what the armed forces of Japan hope to do, and y?hat they'  
intend to do— and what they will do if they can. First,  to  
bomb important American centers and then, eventually, invade  
America..

There is a little story that throws light upon the s pirit  
which animates' t hese grim warriors. Last year when our country  
and Japan were still at peace, I received from the Chin ese  
Government the name of a Japanese who had been taken prisoner  
in China and who wished his family at home in Japan to know  
that he was alive and well. I communicated the informat ion  
to the Government in Tokyo and received, in due-  
official reply. It was -brief and to the point.
Government was not interested in receiving such infor mation.
So far as they, the Government, were concernec  
far as his own family was concerned, that man

prisoner H  P P  \

course, the  
The Japanese

and also so
H M H _ H B p B B H .  M S § officially

dead, ’ ere he to be recognized as a prisoner of war, shame  
would be brought upon not"only his own family, but als o his  
Government and his nation. ’’Victory or death” is no m ere  
slogan for these soldiers. It.is a plain, matter-of-fact  
description of the military policy that controls their forces,  
from the highest generals to the newest, recruit. The  man who
allows himself  
country.

to be captured has disgraced himself and his

The Japanese Army has one great adcantage over her enem ies  
in. the Far East— the .advantage of five years of hard fi ghting in  
the China war . They have paid dearly for it. Estimate s of  
their casualties run as high as a million men. But for th is  
grim price in blood they obtained a proving ground wh ere they  
bould build a tough, veteran army trained in the greate st of  
all military schools— war itself.

But the Japanese were not content with this. They gave  
their men further training in special areas where the terrain  
and. climatic conditions approximate those in the re gions where,  
they were to fight. The units and commanders for the v arious  
sectors wore selected months in advance and put to work . The  
Malayan army trained in Hainan and Indo-China, the Philipp ine  
force in Formosa, and both units practiced landing operations  
during the late summer and fall of 1941 along the South  China  
coast. Even the divisions chosen to attack Hong Kong were given  
rigorous training in night fighting and in storming p ill boxes  
in the hills near Canton. So realistic were there mane uvers  
that the troops are reported to have suffered ”a numb er of  
casualties.H
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The Japanese High Command was able to make thèse ca reful  
preparations because of years of study of the areas .where  they  
expected to wage future campaigns. This study was bas ed on  
a first-class espionage system. Japanese commentators  have  
not even attempted to hide the fact that the High Co mmand was 
fully informed for a year before the war of the streng th,  
dispositions, and likely plans of their potential ene mies.
A good deal of this information is said to have been o btained  
by T,observing?T maneuvers in the Philippines and in Ma laya. We  
can seriously question whether much of this informati on was  
gathered by official observers. The eyes of the Hig h Command 
were probably reserve officers, disguised as humble members of  
the Japanese community scattered throughout the worl d.

They don * t believe in î! impassable71 areas

The Japanese have borrowed more from the Germans th an their  
tactics in the use of dive and light bombers. Like t he Nazi  
High Command, they refuse to admit that there are a ny natural  
obstacles that their forces cannot cross. How often ha ve the  
German armies shown how the Allied commanders had m ade the  
mistaken assumption that terrain that is merely dif ficult is  
impassable! In their lightning campaigns of last winter , the  
Japanese made the same point over and over again. Indeed, the  
Japanese themselves have said that their tactics ha ve frequently  
been based on the principle of attacking through a p articular  
area in the knowledge that their enemies have been l ulled into  
a false sense of security and complacency by the very assumption  
of its impassability. And the Japanese emphasize the d isastrous  
effect on the defenders* morale once a so-called imp regnable
area has keen pierced.

But above all, according to both the  
and outside observer , the most important  
to Japanese victories is the spirit which  
armed forces of the Empire. This spirit,  
military men as the most vital intangible  
victory, has been nourished  
of the modern Japanese Army  
to develop

Japanese themselves  
factor contributing  
permeates all the  
recognized by competent  
factor in achieving  

and perpetuated since the foundation  
But the Japanese have been careful

■ hr»»■ emendous fighting spirit in their armed services  
and people alike, Indeed, the Japanese armed services and the  
Japanese nation have become so closely identified t hat it is  
difficult to.tell where one stops and the other begins . Every  
Japanese male, of course, must perform military serv ice under  
a, system of. universal conscription. Thus in every family, the  
father or son or brother has served or is serving i n the Army  
or Navy. Every house in Japan, down to the lowliest hove l,  
proudly flies the Japanese, flag at its front door when one of  
its men is in military service.

They saved their strength for the big show

Nevertheless, the Japanese ability in deception and c onceal�
ment played a very considerable part In keeping our peo ple ignorant



of the true meaning of what was going on in eastern Asia. Many,  
for example, took the apparent failure of the Japanese  Array  
to drive to victory in the four years of the China war as  
evidence of the weakness and inefficiency of the Japane se military  
forces# It has become more and more apparent since Pearl Harbor  
that, however much we hoped for peace in Asia, the Japanese  
themselves throughout the China war were husbanding  their resources  
for the greater struggle which they felt lay beyond.. In t his  
connection, the Japanese budget figures released to the  press  
are extremely interesting. They indicate that only 4 0$ of the  
appropriation voted to the defense forces was expend ed for the  
conduct of the so-called Chir̂ a nincident ."  Sixty per cent—  
nearly two thirds of the total appropriation— was us ed to prepare  
the services and the industrial plants for the greater  emergency  
yet to come. Similarly, of the materials and weapons fur nished  
the services, only one fifth was sent to China— the rest  being  
used to expand and modernise the armies and fleets w hich were  
to be called upon when the superwar really broke.

Nevertheless, despite its strength,' Japanfs new empi re  
should certainly not be considered invulnerable. It has definite  
weaknesses which, if we take full advantage of them, wi ll lead  
ultimately to the collapse of her whole position#

Japan, despite an unparalleled expansion over an ar ea of  
many thousands" of square miles in the campaigns of t he past  
winter, hes not succeeded in removing strong Allied  positions  
on the flanks of her defensive chain. It is, of course, an  
axiom of conquest that each time you advance you ar e. creating  
a future need for a further advance to protect your new position#  
Nevertheless, Japan hoped that by her concerted campa igns she  
could drive her enemies back to such a distance that  she would  
be able to halt her forces on natural defensive lines#

This she has not been able to do. The United Nations  still  
hold bases on and from which it is possible for them  to organize  
and launch striking forces to attack the Japanese pos itions,  
both new and old. These will be used— amply and effec tively—  
as the war progresses#

A n d 'finally, it must be considered a weakness of the J apa�
nese defensive ring that communications and transpo rt must be  
carried on very largely by water. As we have seen only to o 
clearly here at home, sea-borne communications are'extre mely  
vulnerable to attack. At worst they may be cut, at best they  
compel the defensive country to divert much of her n aval  
strength to convoy and anti-submarine patrol. Japan is  not a  
countrv which can replace her shipping losses easil y, and It  
may well turn out that the steady attrition of her shipp ing,  
both mercantile and naval, will play a considerable part in  
her ultimate defeat.

But let me emphasize once again that these weaknesse s will  
certainly not of themselves cause Japan to be defeated.  They  
must be exploited— taken advantage of— by determined aggressive  
action by the United Nations. The strength of the J apanese
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people lies in their fanatical obedience to authority. The  
great strength of the American people lies in their abil ity  
to think and act for themselves, without waiting fo r orders  
from above. Our fathers tamed a continent without waiti ng  
for someone to tell them how to do it. It took no direc tive  
fro the High Command to call the Minute Men from their  
plows-to battle. We ourselves can do no less. Let us  hot  
wait for our Government to do all our thinking fo rms.  O ur  
leaders in Washington already bear an immense burden * Let  
us not add to it by expecting them to lead us by the h and  
every step of the road to victory.

Let us remember one thing— it is our war.

-V- o o o Of o ->f

From LIFE - Dec. 7, 1942



DEMOCRACY IS FOR THE UNAFRAID

Chaatsr B* Himes

"Common Ground", Winter 1944,
Excerpts reproduced by special permission of the editprs*

What frightens me most today is not the recurring race r iots, the econ�
omic pressures on "minorities," the internment of Americans of  darker-skinned  

ancestry whose loyalty to the ideology.of white sup remacy is doubted, nor  
even the whole scope and viciousness qf the recent growth of race hatre ds and  
the insidious beginning of propagandism for a whits allianc e for. self-pro�
tection"— not these so much as the white man,s sudden consci ousness of his  
own fear of other races of which these are but manifestations*  I can see no  
hope for any "minority" group, nor even for democracy itself., in the exist�

ence of this fear*

People who are afraid are cruel, vicious, furtive, dangerous; they are.  
dishonest, malicious, vindictive; they destroy the things of w hich they.are  
afraid, or are destroyed by them* The host who is afraid, hearing a noise  
in his kitchen, tiptoes down the baok stairs and blows out the brains o f an  
ice-box raiding guest whom he thinks is a burglar; the police man who is afraid  
shoots the manacled prisoner who bends to tie his show lace; the industrial�
ist who is afraid hires thugs and murderers to fight union ists; the capitalist  
who is afraid sabotages public welfare; the politician who is afraid attacks  
leaders of weakly supported causes to hide his own compromises; the state sman 
who is afraid endeavors to isolate his nation; and the government head  who is  
afraid fails in the execution of laws, both national and  international*

A race that is afraid bands in mobs to lynch, murder, intim idate, and  
destroy members of.other races. Long ago we realized the Nazis did not hate  
the Jewish people so much as fear them* Members of the Ku Klux Kl an, Silver**  
shirts, Bundiets, and other similar American organizations .who se aims are  
the destruction and intimidation of certain racial and re ligious groups are  
cowards from the word go; they are as representative of c owardly people as  
the Storm Troopers are of Nazism* Only cowards seek to destroy minority  
groups; courageous people are not afraid of them* In themselves such  people  
are not dangerous* In themselves the cowardly are never dangerous, never  
more dangerous than Hitler in 1930* But when they become rep resentative of  
the majority race within a nation, when they infecc the entire body wit h  
their own cowardice, then a complete breakdown of law.and decency  follows,  
and all persons not contained in that race suffer the most cruel oppression.

This is what I fear is happening in America today— the cowar dice of  
a relatively small percentage of white Americans is seep ing into ohu con�
sciousness of the majority and making them all afraid of th e darker races*

Fear may ..easily become the greatest tragedy of this hist oric period*  
For the eventual peace 'of the world and the continuation of prog ress depend .  
upon the white..man’s ability to live in equality, integrity, and courage in  
a civilization where he is outnumbered by peoples of other races* It is ;im-  
perative that he be unafraid* For if, because of his f ear, he finds himself  
unablTtVTTvo~as~a neighbor""and equal competitor with other r aces., there
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will be no peace and little progress.,

What concerns m3 more at the present is that, if the white m an is not  
unafraid, the United States will never attain democracy.

Dictatorship is not so much a government for the weak and the afr aid,  
but of the weak and the afraid. With even one dictatorship remaini ng in the  
world after the war, there will soon bo another struggle* The fear of dic �
tators is an evil and tremendous thing; they are afraid of everyt hing that  
does not agre-e with them, and of most thigs that do* Because of this,  
driven by it, struggling desperately to overcome it, dictators wi ll always '  
try to enslave the world. They have to; they cannot otherwise exist#’ Many  
of us have yet to understand this. We have also to understand that in the  
growing weakness o f ’the white race in .America, as demon strated by its present  
fear-driven actions,•dictatorship may come to the United State s before wo  
know what true democracy is like*

When the white man banishes.his fear, he will banish with i t all the  
bugaboos of race; and he himself will for the first time  be free-* For people  
who nurture race hatreds and dedicate their lives to the proposi tion that  
they are superior are never free; their thoughts, efforts, and aims are al�
ways limited and hindered by the necessity of proving it*

I once heard a rich arid famous white man relate how he free d his mind  
of all thoughts of race and color and looked upon all peoples as equal in an  
effort to learn, if possible, whether there was any fundamental and distin�
guishable difference in peoples of different races• He re alized that having  
been brought up in a tradition of white superiority, this would be i mpossible  
as long as he could identify people. So He pretended an eye infec tion and  
for a month went about with his eyes bandaged*

For the first.time in his life as a rich, famous, white America n he '  
felt free. He was relieved of the necessity of pretending supe riority, of  
hating people because of their color, of despising people  because of their  
race; ho did not every moment have to ba aware of his reactions; he did not'  
have to feel affronted, disgraced, humiliated, tolerant’, condescending, or  
philanthropic because of  another person’s physical attributes or identifiable  
religious beliefs; his mind was free from all the psychoses of race'antagon-  
i sms * *

War is teaching this.lesson of equality to many of our  youths 'in uni�
form. Coming upon the bodies of two soldiers lying face downward in the '  
muck of a distant battle field, both having died for the preservation  of the  
same ideal, under the same flag, in the same uniform, they ar e learning the  
ridiculousness of thinking: "This man, being white, is superior to  that man,  
who is’- black*” They have learned that in a week’s time the co lor which made  
one "better" than the other will have gone from both*

Here-at home white Americans must learn courage, too* They must lear n 
that Negroes and members of other races working and living side by side wi th  
them in a community of interests, do not detract from their pre stige but add  
to it; that- equal participation by.all peoples in the benefi ts of democracy  
is not a thing to bring disgrace.- b.ut a thing to inspire praise and  create  
pride. They must learn that bravery does not consist in perse cuting the few  
and the weak (for them all our enemies would be the bravest of n ations) but  
of protecting them*
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The white race has attained leadership in the world of today,# Al�
though people of other had:as ho.ve played ;a magnificon t part, the white race  
is largely responsible for the creation of our present civilization* So  
far, much of the white race’s talent, its ingenuity, creative genius, and  
ability to organize, produce, and conquer has been employed to subdue and  
exploit the other races of the world* While the mechanics of this civili�
zation may continue for many centuries to come, its character is  bound to  
change, for the other races of the world have reached the point where they  
will no longer be exploted or subdued#

Now this is the question: is the white race courageous enough to  
accept the inevitable, to accept the fact that exploitation and oppression  
of other races is no longer physically or materially possible, and to con �
tinue its leadership in integrity and equality, oompetin g with other races  
in fairness while respecting their rights of self-determinatio n, meeting  
with them and negotiating justice and equity for all, dealing with t hem in  
culture and commerce? Or is it afraid of ultimate extermi nation or subju�
gation?



On Amerioans —  By .Americans 

By William Swain
(From Frauds and Answers Magazine— April 1945)

In 1941, the year before Pearl Harbor, Japanese produce dealers  in Los An�
geles reported a gross business of about $30,000,000#

In 1942, the year after Pearl Harbor, Los Angeles people pa id about 
$50,000,000 for 10,000 carloads less of produce*

The business, in 1942, was wholly in the hands of Caucasian Am ericans be�
cause the Oriental Amerioans— oitizen Japs and alien Japs toget her— had been 
ovaouated for reasons of wartime necessity.

These dollars and cents figures help tell the story of a dismal troop of 
bigots parading hyena-like behind the folds of the American  flag in a movement 
almost too sordid to be believed, direoted toward vilification of the ideals 
for which thousands of American boys are dying daily# It is fair to say, how�
ever, that some ore sincere#

The figures tell plainly what every thinking person on the Wes t Coast ad�
mits* that some produce and floral business tycoons are ba oking an underhanded 
wecseling race-hatred-promoting program outdone in vi oiousness only by the Nazis.

This war on Orientals is not new. Ever sinoe 1850, when t he Yankee, Jew�
ish, Irish and English paupers oame swarming in the woke o f the Forty-Niners to 
cheat the California (Old Spanish) families out of their  land either through 
loan shark methods or by marrying their daughters, the Chinese, the Japanese a nd 
the Korean hove been singled out for persecution by such n ouveau riche.

For years, however, these hatreds have lain dormant, sinoe all new Oriental 
immigration had been barred and hard-working Japs of the second generation, 
native Americans, hod slowly strengthened their position as landowners and bus�
inessmen in their own right and thus won respectability#

With Pearl Harbor, all this changed overnight. The Japs--both al ien and 
native-born— were ovaouated from West Coast defense areas os a matter of mili�
tary necessity and under the Constitution*

To olarify this point* in this raoial segregation at relocat ion oenters 
there is no element of Federal dictatorship# Article 1, Section 9-2 of the 
United States Constitution states simply*

MThe privilege of the wri t  of habeas corpus shall not be suspended u nless 
when, in cases of rebellion or invasion, the public safety may  require it#tt

Thus, when in December, 1941, the invasion of the West Co ast beoamo a well- 
founded threat, the bosio Anglo-Saxon guarantee of freedom, the right of habeas 
corpus, was temporarily suspended— and rightly*
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But then the jackals leaped— and wrongly* This was tho long awaited ohanoo* 
Tho Japs are outl Keep them out! Don't let them come baok* Organize* Pr opa�
gandize* Soaro tho dumb citizens with hints of mob violonoe* Implant these 
hints where they’ll do tho most goodi

Just as there was precedent for exclusion of the Japanese  in time of war 
(Linooln jailed thousands of Rebels and sympathizers at the outbre ak of the civil 
war without trial) so there was precedent, howevor illegal, for the way ves ted 
interests pounced upon tho hapless Jap .American citizen after Pearl Harbor*

The Native Sons of the Golden West had long since sot the pace, of whioh 

more anon*

No better expression of the background and fundamenta l cause of this new 
wave of racebaiting now rising to oresoendo in the nat ion’s most vital war pro�
duction areas on tho Pacific slope can be found than those paragraph s published 
in ’’Tidings” official organ of the Catholic arohdiooose of Los Angeles*

"They wanted cheap labor; laborious labor; docile labor* There were the 
Japanese, and so thoy got them* It started late in the 80s and cont inued for 
about 30 years* There were never hosts of them, but they were w elcome*

’’They started working for less, and infuriated labor; they sound up work�

ing for more, and infuriated management*

"Because they followed with ideal precision all Ben Franklin’s advice to 
young men who wanted to succeed in the world they worked harder th an we would 

work, and for less money*

’’And they saved what little they earned until thoy themselves could buy  
a piece of California fertility* Soon, just as B©n Frank lin knew would happen, 
hard work and thrift bore fruit* Soon these people practical ly controlled in 
California the crops that need a lo to f  manual work* tomatoes and  peas and 

celery and lettuce*

"They wore also the middlemen and the retailers and the earners* They 
largely beoame a substantial, self-respecting middle class; their s ons were 
going to college, were becoming dootors and lawyers and professors at uni ver�

sities •

’’All of whioh was a thorn in the flesh” (of white interests)*

The actual names of Southern California produce merchant s who have inter�
ested themselves in the campaign to bar the Japanese from ever returning to the 
West Coast probably matter very little, Thoir typos are duplicated, t hough in 

lessor numbers, all over the coastal region#

Rather it is the surge of sympathetic intolerance (strange bedfellows , 
those two wordsl) these shopkeepers have set in motion that is the sub ject for 

contemplation here*

However, just for the record, we name a few listed on the letterhead of 
the Americans League, P.O. Box 8184, Los Angeles, one of the ’’ citizens’ groups” 
whioh helped father tho obnoxious campaign against Japanese who a re as good 
citizens under the Constitution as the next American of Je wish, Irish, English, 
German, Sootoh or any other ancestry*
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There are Ray D. Wall, president of the produce brokerage comp any bearing 
his name} Anthony N. Castro, vioe president of Castro & Son, growers a nd ship�
pers of fruits and vegetables? W.W. Gray, secretary Los Angeles Produce Dealers 
Credit Bureau; Nat, J. Beggs, Beggs Bros. Fruit Co*; John Brow n, Southern Cal�
ifornia Floral Industry, Norman Evans, Consolidated Produoo Co., among others.

Still another group is the Americanism Educational League, 838  South Grand 
Ave., Los Angeles, of which Austrian born John R. Leohner is direc tor.

The similarity of names in these two notorious anti-Japanes e groups is no 
aooident. Neither is the similarity of the literature they send out*

¿»s already noted, they are merely type-names indicating a trend; their tit- 
los and motives are duplicated and reiterated endlessl y throughout all phases of 
their hate-nurturing activities.

Throughout the two years of the renewed anti-Jap campaign  they have obvious�
ly worked as one, together, and with other like organizat ions*

All this, of course, is introductory. The thing to bear in mind is that 
while these produoe and floral concerns on the West Coast cooperati ng with the 
Native Sons and intrenohed reactionary groups like the Grange, As sociated Farmers, 
ot al, work to keep the Japs from ever returning, theirs is n ot the only iron in 
the fire. Others, too, have important economic interests to further.

In many ways, these others are more dangerous than the tycoons. Poorer by  
far, they arc also cleverer and less scrupulous, perhaps becau se they are poor*

While produoo men want to keep out forever the stiff comp etition put up by 
the free farming Jap American Citizen, while they want t he profits ordinarily 
shared by the Jap, thoir motives are and will remain primar ily economic.

The motives of the others are more sinister, those of the Have-Nots wh o 
want as against the Havos who merely want more*

These others, it should be clear now, are the promoters, the direct ors of 
the anti-Jap campaign* To a great extent they use the merchants os well as the 
public as oat ’s paws. Roaohing to reap a harvest they have ne ver planted they 
do not hesitate to magnify an already evil element of into lerance in American life.
• *•

Pick another name at random from the list on the letterh eads of either of 
the ’’leagues” mentioned. Pick, for instance, Dr* Walter Scott Frank lin, who ap�
pears as vice-chairman of the Americanism Educational Leag ue,*

Doo Franklin is an M.D. who no longer practices his trade. O riginally a 
realtor, he got into one land promotion after another over the past years and is 
now worth a million or more.

Cause of Doo’s apathy to Jap-Amerioans is not far to se ek* He is the owner 
of vast walnut groves and as such a oolleague of other landowners who in t urn own 
produoe or floriculture acreage or canneries* ...

As for Leohner, by a curious parallelism he also oalls himself ”dootor, ” 
of divinity instead of medicine. In addition, like Franklin, he does not prao- 
tioo his calling. His history is on odd one,

Leohner was born in Austria, In World War I, he was a corporal. H e is an 
explosive, persuasive orator. For a time he preached in a Baptist church* He  
got his LL.D* degroe in a diploma mill. How he escap ed becoming a plumber at 
some stage of his oareer is difficult to fathom*
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Although reputedly a lender in the Californio American Le gion, Leohner is 
no spokesman for that group* In a courageous statement printed in the California 
Legionnaire of January 15, 1944, the Department Com mander, Loon Happell, repud�
iated Doo Leohner in so many words*

HFor the purpose of testifying on the Japanese question, it  should be plain�
ly stated that he (Leohner) was speaking*»»not for the America n Legion*#•”

Doo Leohner is presently making the rounds of California aroa s where Nisei 
were thickest before the war or, rather, where they offered t he most competition*

Before applauding audiences of growers, packers, shippers, oanners and sun�
dry oitizons who believe this professional domagogery, Leohner bera tes the Jap- 
Amorioan and blames him for everything the Nips hove done t o our fighting men, 
forgetting that by this reasoning he is indioting himself, on  Austrian, for what 
his bestial countryman, Hitler, has done*

Whether the forces represented by Leohner will erect a pe rmanent barrier 
against return of the incarcerated Nisei to former homes on the Coas t is any�
body’s guess*

As pointed out by Corey McWilliams in his masterly rep ort on the problem, 
Southern Democrats who wish to keep the rights of all co lored citizens buried 
have openly sided with the West Coasters.

Together, and with other reactionaries in the east and north, they re present 
an indubitable power in the land--or always have,

Nevertheless, some 2,000 Japaneso-Americon citizens alrea dy have returned to 
the West Coast under permits from the War Department as thous ands of their sons 
and brothers fight and die for the U*S*A* on all the farflung battle fronts*

Perhaps, as the War Relocation Authority fondly hopes, most of these ousted 
Americans will start life anew in other sections of the na tion, a sentiment par�
tially echoed by one Nisei writing in a Nisei newspaper*

^Evacuees will do well to forgot California completely, to lock its memory 
in their ohamber of horrors* They’ve just lost a friend who r an true to form in 
the pinch; they will find a better and true friend on the r oofcbound Atlantic, on 
the rolling plains of the expansive midwest, and on the hills and  dales of the 
stretohing Alleghenies*”

Whatever happens, one thing comes clear* Here, in this drive of Americans 
against Americans lies the essence of what the world is figh ting against, a mic�
rocosm of the greater world fight against prejudice, bigotry, ignorance, greed*

And, maybe, in this West Coast bird’s-eye view of interracial frictions and
their causes oan be found a laboratory in miniature wherei n this human phenome-
num oan be best studied* If so,then a whole new literature aw aits ourbus readers*
• • •

It is to be hoped, and fervently, .*• that the tidal wave of world liberal�
ism at present neck—deep on tho stupid and the merely selfish is r t receding 
but, ratner, lifting to a now and cleansing level from which it xv ill never again 
subside.

The 11th Commandment "Love Thy Neighbor” is the solution?

oOo

Reprinted by permission
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CHAPTER I. THE STUDY OF "THE SPIRIT OF NIPPON"

Western inf luence in modern  Japan and Japanese soli darity.
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stat ist ical  study of the memory of students regardi ng the  
Shushinsho lessons on the shrines

I r reverence and its pena l t ies --- Fukuzawa --- the shr ine�
bowing case" in K o r e a — -Dr* I n o u y e ’s i rreverent wr i t i ng
regard ing the Three Sacred Treasures --- Contemporary opinions

and resul ts
The gove rnmen t ’s def in i t ion of nat ional  Shinto as a  

patr iot ic, not  a rel ig ious cult---The s igni f icance of this  
defin i t ion

Chief  S o u r c e s *« Wri t ings of Shinto scholars; the  
Shushinsho textbooks and teachers � manuals; contemporary  
news reports; var ious other important sources*
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CHAPTER III. "DANGEROUS THOUGHT" î FIRST STAGE

Behavior  v io la t ing the nat ional  cult.
The case of Prof .  Mor i  to -- Anarch is t  essay dismissal

f rom Tokyo Imperial  Un ivers i ty --- Expressed att i tudes pro
and con

Formal  def init ions of dangerous thought by Japanese  
writers.

The Ko toku  case --- Mass  execut ion of a l leged anarchist
p lo t ters

The foreign and "the dangerous" dis t inguished
Off ic ia l  def in i t ions of "the dangerous™ --- A  series of

"peace laws" to 1900
The development of  social ism and the labor movement
Government  suppression by legal proh ib i t ion  of fset  

by the pa terna l ism of the factory law and the coope rat ive  
movement

Chief  S o u r c e s * Contemporary news reports; Haga 's  st udy  
of cases of ,fdangerous writ ings"; works in Japanes e on  
"dangerous thought"; the texts of the "peace laws";  studies  
of the labor and social ist  movements  in Japan

CHAPTER IV. "DANGEROUS THOUGHT": SECOND STAGE

Later "peace laws" of 1925 and 1928
The growth of the communist  movement  in Japan, and

loyal ist  and government  response --- Ext ra- legal  response,
e.g., the Osugi murder --— Communist  arrests, volume and  
signif icance

The growth of " thought problems,"  especia l ly  among  
students-- -Nature and volume

Case records of " left ist" students and laborers
Studies of " left ist" and banned l i te ra ture --- Examples ---

Why so regarded

Chief  S o u r c e s : Contemporary news reports; texts of  
the newer "peace laws" and contemporary Japanese op inion;  
studies of " left ism" in Japan; reports of the Kokum in  
Seish in  Bunka Kenkyusho (Society for Research in the  Nat ional  
C u l t u r e ) ; representat ive texts of "left ist" l i terat ure



3

«

CHAPTER V. “GIMBURA"

The role of amusements in re lat ion to pat r io t i sm in  
a ,fmora l  s tate”

The growth and inf luence of moving p ic tures  in Japa n ---
New exper ience and thr i l ls --- Censorship as off ic ia l  def in i t ion
of the good and the had --- Examples and volume of delet ions

The nature and growth of the Japanese cafe --- Case studies
of cafe hos tesses --- Relat ion of the cafe to ge isha and vice
houses

The nature and growth of the dance hal l  in Japan— Ca se  
studies of taxi dancers

Re la t ion  of such inst i tut ions to student l i f e --- Opinions
of school author i t ies and loyal ist  wr i ters

The conf l ic t  of  t radi t ional  mora ls  wi th the new cos mo�
po l i tan interest  in amusements due to Western inf lu ence

Chief  Sources * Data  f rom mot ion  picture distr ibutors  
in Japan --- Personal  invest igat ions of places of  amusement

CHAPTER VI. TRADITIONAL AND FOREIGN LITERATURE

Literature as ref lec t ion of the character of a soci ety
The role of t radit ional l i terature in the popular m in d ---

Chushingura and other stor ies --- Poetry in re lat ion to the
Emperor

Western l i terature and its role in modern  Japan --- M i l l Ts
ind iv idual ism --- F u k u z a w a Ts wr i t i ngs --- The Roma.ii movement ---
Engl ish l i terature as a st imulus for interest  in ro mance

The suppression of l i terature as in jur ious to publ i c  
mora ls --- Examples

Relat ion of inst i tu t ions and the news

Chief  S o u r c e s *» Contemporary news reports; texts of  
Japanese classical l i terature; texts of Occidental  wr i t ings  
which have been in t roduced into Japan

CHAPTER VII. THE “TWO-TWENTY-3 IX” AFFAIR

Internal  crises in modern  Japan which threaten the  
sol idari ty of the nat ion

The “Two- twenty -s ix ” affair (of February 26, 1936) in  
detail-'— The role of possess ion in such behavior

The element of danger in the over-development of  
Japanese nat ional  sent iments

The declarat ion of each side (loyalist and rebel) t hat  
it is serving the best interests of Emperor  and nat ion^

Var ious other internal  cr ises in modern  Japan havin g  
elements in common wi th the “Two- twenty-s ix ” affair

The ser iousness of the problem of internal  cr ises

Chief  Sou r c e s * Contemporary news reports; the Kwamp o  
(Official Gazette); b iographies of Japanese statesm en
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CHAPTER VIII. PATRIOTIC SOCIETIES

Why patr iot ic societ ies tend to develop— Humber of
such societ ies which have developed in modern Japan ---
Explanat ion of the rap id  increase in recent years t o he  
found in the increase of nnat ional  c r ises”

Types of funct ion of  Japanese patr iot ic  societ ies  
(see "Abst rac t , ” p. 5 ) - - -Descr ipt ion of the var ious  types  
of act iv i ty

Patr iot ic  societ ies to some extent a measure of  
def ic iency in nat ional sentiment

Chief  S o u r c e s • Dantai  So ran (a comprehensive compendium  
of associat ions in J a p a n ) ; contemporary news reports ; var ious  
pamphlets, especia l ly  regarding the Seinen Dan (you ng m e n ’s  
associat ions)

CHAPTER IX. "THE GOOD JAPANESE”

The development of nat ional  doctr ine as a resul t  of  
patr iot ic  act iv i ty

Def in i t ions of Kokutai  ("national const i tut ion,""na t ional
organizat ion,"  etc.) f rom Japanese sources --- Def in i t ions of
several re la ted terms

The volume of l i terature (in Japanese) on such topi cs,  
as found in the Imper ia l  Library, Tokyo

Analys is  of representat ive Japanese wri t ings on nat ional  
doctr ine

A r a i ’s analy t ica l  study of the Shushinsho (moral te xtbooks)  
of Japanese e lementary schools

A  study of  representat ive teachings of these textbo oks
from 1883 to the p resen t --- T eache rs ’ manua ls --- Mora l  syllabi
for teachers

A  stat is t ica l  study of the memory of midd le  school students  
regarding the most  signif icant teachings of the Shu shinsho in  
their pr imary  school courses

National teachings in the pr imary  school remarkab ly  
effect ive in inculcat ing national doctr ines in the young

Chief  Sou rces • Var ious volumes on Japanese nat ional  
doctr ines (some or ig inal  Japanese, some translat ion s);  
invest igat ion of the volume of such l i terature by a  comprehend  
sive study of the card catalog of the Imper ia l  Libr ary, Tokyo;  
A r a i ’s study of the Shushinsho as ment ioned above; the Shush in-  
sho texts, 1883 to the present; a special stat ist ica l study  
of  the memory of middle school students (as ment ion ed above)

r\

CHAPTER X. THE ROLE OP THE SACRED IN THE SECULAR  

Por a summary of  Chapter  X., see the "Abstract," pp . 6-7.



KOKUTAI

A  Study of Cer ta in  Sacred and Secular  Aspects  

of Japanese Nat iona l ism  

J. Pau l  Reed

Abstract

The present  study seeks to invest igate certain aspe cts of  
the prob lem of how^soc ie ty  is able to live, par t icu l ar ly  under  
modern  condit ions, in v iew of the deleter ious effec ts which tend  
to fo l low the di f fusion of Western civ i l izat ion.  Mo dern  
Japanese nat ional ism seems to have developed largel y in response  
to the infus ion of Western  civi l izat ion, par t icu lar ly  of its  
secular aspects. On the one hand, this impact has t ended to  
conf l ict  wi th  the t radi t ional  social pat terns  of he havior,  and  
on the other hand, to st imulate the development of nat ional  
sol idar i ty based upon these pat terns in mod i f ied  for m. The  
lat ter resul t  is in sharp contrast to other situat i ons in which  
Western  c iv i l izat ion has tended to cause the disorg anizat ion or  
dis integrat ion of pre- l i terate as wel l  as of c iv i l i zed societ ies.

This is a case study of this process in operat ion i n modern  
Japan, and seeks to attack the prob lem by means of (1) the  
examinat ion of the role of symbolism, r i tual  and ce remonial  in  
the nat ional  life, symbolic of what is known as "th e spirit of  
Nippon” ; (2) the study of var ious conf l ict  and cr is is si tuat ions  
in the nat ional  l i fe in which conf l ic t ing at t i tudes  and sent iments  
become avai lable for examinat ion; (3) the study of var ious types  
of behavior which tend to arise in consequence of c onsciousness of  
these crisis situations, par t icu lar ly  (a) secondary  crisis  
si tuat ions due to "super-patr iot ic"  activity, (b) p atr iot ic  
act iv i ty sponsored by indiv iduals and patr iot ic  soc iet ies on the  
one hand, and by the government on the other, and (c ) the body of  
nat ional  doctrine wh ich  has grown up and the chief methods by  
which it is propagated in Japan; (4) finally, the rol e of the  
sacred aspects of  Japanese nat iona l ism in a s i tuat i on in which  
secular c iv i l izat ion has come to p lay an increasing  part.



Various examples of behavior with respect to the Emper or as  
the significant symbol of the nation, suggest a body of a ttitudes  
and sentiments defining him as a sacred object, indeed, the most  
sacred object in the nation. Such behavior indicates that the  
accepted pattern of "the good Japanese" involves the r eadiness of  
the individual to subordinate his personal and special  interests  
in any way regarded as necessary, to the welfare of the Emperor  
and the nation. Evidence regarding two sub-types of su ch  
behavior is presented. In the first, the individual takes th e 
scapegoat role in situations in which the personal saf ety of the  
Emperor is regarded as endangered. In the second, the indiv idual  
soldier stands ready to sacrifice himself in the int erest of  
victory in battle for His Majesty*s forces. Moving pi cture  
censorship illustrates how the Emperor is regarded. Th e use of  
the Imperial photograph in schools as an object of the u tmost  
reverence illustrates a type of secondary symbolism  which is  
significant in developing attitudes of respect and rev erence for  
the Emperor, particularly in the primary school.

Where the degree of  nat ional  sol idar i ty is high, na t iona l ism  
tends to become a k ind of rel igion, organized into a cult. This  
seems to be most  ef fect ive when church and state ar e identical.  
This  is the case in modern  Japan. Da ta  regard ing th e weal th  of  
Imper ial  ceremonial  is i l lust rated by some of the e nthronement  
ceremonies of 1928, and great  nat ional  days as obse rved, and also  
as expla ined in the mora l  textbooks of the pr imary  school. The  
t radi t ional  s ignif icance of such ceremonial  is not wel l  understood  
by the masses, but the awe, mystery, and sentiment surrounding  
them p lay  an important role in the mass mind.  The d evelopment  
of Shinto, a pr imi t ive folk rel igion, is br ie f ly  sk etched, and the  
signi f icance of its renaissance in the modern  per io d is assessed.  
This renaissance seems to be a react ion to the infu sion of Western  
civi l izat ion, and Shinto has for the first time bec ome a uni f ied  
nat ional  re l ig ion for the people as a whole. Data  o n the  
nat ional izat ion of Shinto in general, and of the sh rines in  
part icular,  and also concerning how the shrines are  regarded by  
the people, are presented in support of this thesis . I r reverence  
toward Imperial  symbols and shrines in par t icu lar  i s penalized,  
as the data indicate* The logical inconsistency of f reedom of
re l ig ious worship as guaranteed by the Const i tut ion ,  and the  
dominant pos i t ion  of Shinto as a nat ional  re l ig ion wh ich  makes  
its observances mandatory  upon all Japanese, is eva ded by the  
off ic ia l  declarat ion that Shinto is not a rel ig ion.  Thus its  
posi t ion is made secure, and it becomes a powerfu l  factor in the  
development and maintenance of nat ional  sent iment i n the presence  
of the disorganiz ing tendencies of the Western  secu lar invasion.



However, in modern  Japan, the inf lux of Western  c iv i l izat ion  
wi th  its emphasis upon the wel fare of the indiv idua l  and the  
special interest group, has given r ise to new wishe s and att i tudes,  
some of which have been expressed in non-conformist  behavior wh ich  
has come to be def ined as dangerous to the t radi t io nal  pat terns  
of the ro le  of the indiv idual  and the special inter est  group in  
the clan and in the nation. These new wishes and at t i tudes have  
developed among labor and other groups suff ic ient ly  to call for th  
"dangerous” behavior  which has in turn st imulated l oyal ist  response  
and crisis s i tuat ions have thus arisen. In the f i rs t stage, these  
situat ions par t icu lar ly  involved the labor movement ,  socialism, and  
anarchism. The case si tuat ions studied represent th e^fo l lowing  
typesi (a) academic d iscussion of social ist  and anar chist  theories  
and doctr ines in ways which are def ined by loyalist s ns dangerous to  
"sound nat ional  thought"; (b) l a b o r ’and social ist  a gi tat ion for  
r ights and pr iv i leges def ined as dangerous because of i ts or ig in  
" from below , (c) p lo ts  to do violence to the Imperi al  House and  
to al ter  the form of government (k o k u t a i ) in the in terests of the  
workers  and the lower classes. As a resul t  of these  crises,  
efforts axe made by loyal ists to define the prob lem  of dangerous  
thought", and to discover methods of solving it. Th ese ef forts  
take three concrete forms* (a) discussion of the pr oblem in books  
and art ic les by loyal ist  writers; (b) "peace laws" di rected against  
any form of col lect ive d iscussion or col lect ive act ion which might  
endanger publ ic  peace, including labor agitat ion; ( c) government  
efforts at compensat ion in the form of the factory law, ostensibly  
to improve the lot of industr ia l  workers, and of th e cooperat ive  
movement,  chief ly for the farmers and urban laborer s.

In the second stage of  the development of these cri sis  
situations, communism becomes the chief specter on the hor izon  
which seems to threaten the nation. The crises take  the form of  
(a) act iv i ty of rad ical  agitators who seek to organ ize workers and  
others into a communist  movement in Japan; (b) the appearance of  
social ist and communist  l i terature; (cl the increas ing interest  of  
academic groups, both students and professors, in c ommunism and  
i ts poss ib i l i t ies  in Japan, ev idenced by the readin g of radical  
l i terature, c lassroom and group discussions, and th e publ ica t ion  
of essays* loya l is t  response appears in (a) the rev is ion of the  
"peace laws," par t icu lar ly  the increase of pena l t ie s  for attempts  
to alter kokutai ;  (b) the banning of radical  l i tera ture; Ic) the  
murder  of radicals;  (d) o f f ic ia l  and unof f ic ia l  at t empts to cure  
those who have become in fected by the disease of co mmunism, and  
to restore their normal ly  loyal at t i tudes and sent i ments.

Cer ta in  aspects of this confl ict in Japan are uniqu e, but  
the basic process tends to be found in al l  societ ie s in which  
establ ished social pat terns  have developed into a s acred or thodox  
system on the one hand, and where, on the other han d, cr i t ical  
at t i tudes due to doubt, experimentat ion, or extrane ous secular  
in f luences have invaded the group and seem to threa ten its  

sol idari tyf
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Japan being regarded as a nmoral nation,” the influx of  
frivolous behavior patterns from the West has also come to  be  
defined as a threat to the national welfare by tending to u nder�
mine traditional mores in regard to amusements and sel f-indul�
gence, to offer certain freedom in individual behavior  not  
characteristic of the nation*s past upon which the presen t is  
supposed to be modelled in the matter of morals* This  problem  
also has caused loyalists no little concern, although i t is  
somewhat more subtle, and less amenable to such officia l  
prohibitions as the ”peace laws” in connection with the  problem  
of radicalism. In the study of moral censorship in relat ion  
to national welfare, three representative types of i nstitutions,  
and the behavior associated with them, were examined, na mely,  
the moving picture, the cafe, and the ”Western-style” da nce hall.

Furthermore, we find in representative samples of the  
traditional literature of Japan currently popular a mong the  
people as a whole, something of the reflection of the ch aracter  
of the nation, particularly in that part of the literatur e which  
has received the endorsement of the apologists and of of ficials,  
as evidenced by citation in kokutai writings and prim ary school  
texts to illustrate the virtues of ”the good Japanese, par�
ticularly that of loyalty. The Imperial poetry contest , open  
to all Japanese subjects, functions as a device to li nk Emperor  
and people with literary activity of the approved trad itional  
type, thus constituting a powerful sentimental bond mak ing for  
national solidarity. In contrast, the open-door pol icy in  
modern Japan has made possible the entrance of literat ure from  
the West which presents such notions as indivi ualism, ro mance,  
and birth control, which have been defined as more or less  
inimical to national doctrines and approved traditi onal patterns,  
caused loyalist protests, and in some cases prohibit ion of the  
importation of foreign literature, and the banning of news*

A still more knotty problem presents itself to the gu ardians  
of the sacred structure in the appearance of an increa sing number  
of internal crisis situations in the form of assassina tions of  
government officials, and attempts to seize politica l power, which  
are avowedly motivated by extreme patriotic sentime nts, such as  
the vague notion of bringing about the ”Showa restoration . Data  
regarding recent crises of this type are presented. They do not  
seem to be revolutionary in character, nor motivated by individual  
interests* Such activity is characteristically decl ared to have  
as its purpose the ridding of the nation of leaders who hav e  
betrayed their trust, and the exalting of the Emperor. The  
courts which have tried offenders have generally co nceded this  
purpose, but condemned the violent methods used. The gr owth  
of such crises seems to be traceable indirectly to fo reign in�
fluence which has stimulated the intensification of n ational  
feeling, and which has influenced the behavior of those  whom the  
assassins marked for death os disloyal, particularly government  
and military officials, capitalists and financiers.  This type



of phenomenon is not as recent  in its appearance in  Japan as  
is popular ly  supposed, and can he traced hack to ea rly modern  
and pre-modern times, hut its signif icance for the nat ion seems  
to have increased in recent years* Such behavior  se ems to he  
capable of explanat ion largely in terms of .suggest ion and  
possession*

In contrast to such "unheal thy1* patr iot ic  activity , in  
Japan as in every modern  nation, patr iot ic societ ie s have tended  
to ar ise par t icu lar ly  as a resul t  of the anx iety  as sociated with  
nat ional  cr is is situations, wi th which the numer ica l  growth of  
patr iot ic societ ies in Japan seems to show a close correlat ion,  
according to the intensi ty of the feel ing of danger . The  
act iv i t ies of patr iot ic societ ies in Japan seem to exhibit  
seven major  types of function* (l) to keep alive th e memory  of  
the g lor ious deeds of heroes of the past, and to ex alt the  
imper ia l  L ine and the re ign ing Emperor; (2) direct evangel ism in  
the teaching of nat ional  doctrines; (3) ant i - radica l  activity;
(4) mi ld  v io lence in response to mi ld ly  unpatr iot ic  activity;
(5) the foster ing of mi l i tar ism; (6) the patr iot ic  training of  
y o u t h ; (7) "Japanese cultural  propaganda" among fore igners*
These types necessar i ly  .overlap to some extent, as  do the  
off ic ia l  and unof f ic ia l  sponsorship of such activi t y. the  
latter d is t inct ion is so faint in many cases that it  is not  
advisable to at tempt to c lar i fy it* Of these functi ons, the  
first, f i f th and sixth seem to p lay the most  import ant roles,  
although even these may he easi ly  exaggerated. The act iv i ty  
of patr iot ic societ ies is to some extent a measure of  
def ic iency in patr iot ic sentiment.

Tradi t ion and sentiment, in response to increasing con�
sciousness of the presence of factors in imical  to t he nat ional  
welfare, tend to issue in nat ional  doctrines, which  are p ro �
pagated throughout the nation, on the assumpt ion th at the  
nat ional  spir i t  and mora le w i l l  thereby he enhanced .  ̂ The  
study of nat ional  doctr ine takes three concrete for msi  
(l) the at tempts of var ious wr i ters  to define kokut a l  and  
associated notions, wi thout  conspicuous success, be cause of the  
vague, sent imental  character of these notions; (2) the growth of  
the volume of general l i terature on nat ional  doctr i ne corre la ted  
with nat ional  cr isis si tuations, and the analysis o f samples of  
this l i terature; (3) the analysis of the eth ical  te achings of the  
pr imary school, and their ro le  in the mak ing  of the  good  
Japanese". The of f ic ia l  control  of formal ethical t eaching has  
made it possib le to present  it in a un i form and ste reotyped  
manner  in the pr imary school, wh ich reaches some 99 percent of  
the ch i ldren of school age* A  representat ive sample  of the  
memory  of secondary school students of ethical  teac hing in the  
pr imary school indicates a h igh degree of e f f ic ienc y in  
nat ional ist ic teaching. Ch ie f  among the nat ional  do ctr ines are  
the not ion of the d iv ine ly-descended and unbroken I mper ia l  Line,



the sacredness of the Emperor  and Imperial  family, and loyalty  
to them as the pr imary duty of  every subject, f i l ia l i ty  as  
the stepping stone to loyalty, the nat ion as a vast k inship  
group, and Jap a n ’s miss ion in a t roubled world«

Running throughout the study, there has been the co ncept  
of the sacred aspects of Japanese nat iona l ism on th e one hand,  
and the secular on the other, and their  re la t ion to  each other.  
These concepts refer to att i tudes, to the ways in w h ich  things  
are regarded, not to intr insic qual i t ies* *his gene ral  type  
of d is t inct ion has interested var ious students of s ocial  life  
for many years, such as Maine, Spencer, To'nnies, Durkh eim, and  
to some extent, Sumner* Among the chief  character is t ics of  
the sacred- are non-rat ional i ty,  and sent iment acqu ired from  
social  experience. Tradit ion, symbolism, and ceremo nial  p lay  
major  roles in the sacred* The sacred seems to be t he most  
essent ia l  qual i ty of human society always and every where*
In contrast, secular att i tudes are rational, indivi dual,  
amenable to discussion, instrumental,  and subject to  easy and  
rap id  change. The sacred, on the other hand, is con cerned wi th  
the group as a whole, is not subject to discussion,  is an end  
in itself, and tends to resist  change* The sacred t ends to be  
unique in each specif ic society, whi le  the secular may  be common  
to w idely  di f fer ing societ ies*

The conf l ic t  between the sacred and the secular see ms to be  
a major  p rob lem in the ongoing of every society whe re both aspects  
are present to any large extent* In a heal thy socie ty, the role  
of the sacred in the secular is that of seeking to control  and  
manipulate the secular for its own ends (i*e*, of t he sacred)*
The present study seems to show that this process i s in  
operat ion in modern  Japan, that the maintenance of a posi t ion of  
dominance on the part  of the sacred by adapting i ts el f  to chang�
ing situations, and its abi l i ty  to ut i l ize the secul ar for its  
own ends explains why Japan has been able to live a s a society  
despite the large-scale inf lux of secular c iv i l izat ion f rom the  
West* Examples of this dominance are cited*

The compar ison of var ious aspects of Japanese nat io nal ism  
with that of other modern nat ions reveals- both s im i lar i t ies and  
differences. The f ict ion of the unbroken Imperial  L ine and  
twenty-s ix  centur ies of nat ional  cont inui ty wi thout  either  
rebel l ion or invasion, together wi th the r ich and c lose-knit  
body of tradit ion, symbolism, and ceremonial  accumu lated through  
the centur ies or added as a modern  interpretat ion o f the na t i o n ’s  
past, consti tute a set of factors making for nat ion al  sol idar i ty  
such as few other nat ions claim. However, the basic  roles of  
nat ional  symbolism, control  of the var ious forms of  "the  
dangerous, l i terature, and patr iot ic  societies, tog ether wi th  
nat ional  doctrine, seem to be more  or less the same  in such  
nat ions as France, Russia, Italy, and Germany, and to some  
extent in Great Br i t i an  and the Un i ted  States*



The role of collective symbolism, ritual, and ceremon ial  
in recreating the society*s past and enabling its memb ers to  
experience it vicariously in the present seems to b e essential  
for the survival of a society in the modern world*

The ability of a society to adapt its sacred aspects t o a  
changing situation in which the secular comes to play  an  
increasing role, will largely determine its capacity to s urvive.

In a healthy society, the sacred tends to dominate the  
secular.

Of the var ious techniques commonly used by nat ions for  
ttthe mak ing of good c i t i zens, ” training in ttnat io nal  m o r a l s ” in  
the pr imary and secondary schools seems to be most  effect ive.
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1.

The Cal i forn ia pres» ha* been w ide ly  accused of ext reme bias  

and unre l iab i l i ty  in its handl ing of the del icate p roblem of Japanese-  

American evacuation, relocation, and segregat ion in  the Uni ted  

S t a t e s .

"Safe behind the const i tu t ional  guarantees of f reedo m of the  

press, newspapers like those of the h©arst cha in  an d the Denver  Post  

prost i tute their  pr iv i leges by  undermin ing the othe r guarantees of  

the ^i l l  of Rights and degrading the Amer ican Way. They  have been  

foremost inaarousing hatred of the evacuees and in denying their  

const i tut ional  r ights," charges Galen M, Wisher, an  of f icer of the  

Padlfic Coast Commit tee on Amer ican Pr inciples and Fa i r  Play, in  

a pamphlet ent i t led "A Balance Sheet on Japanese Eva cuat ion."

P.M. devoted a double-page spread on Janunwy 21, 19 44, to an  

art ic le ent i t led "Japanese-Americans Targefitof Coa st Hate Crusade".

It opened by  declaring, "The bi t terest  witches* brew  since the b lack  

days of the Reconst ruc t ion Is bo i l ing on the Pacif ic  ^oast* A  camp  

paign is under  way  to make lynching popular, and th e vast major i ty  of  

the p re s s , the pol i t ic ians, the profi teers, and the  patr ioteers have  

enl is ted for the durat ion."

These are representfetive of the charges that have been made,  

and this study is for  the purpose of f inding out ho w much  thereIs  

in such charges. It Is an examinat ion of the t reatm ent of the w a r �

time Japanese-Amer lcan problem by  the Cal i fornia ne wspapers, based  

on mater ia l  f rom 20 papers. In the case of 14 of th ese, consecut ive  

Issues for a def in i te  per iod of time, ranging from o ne month to an ent ire  

year, were studied. In the case of the other seven,  either the study  

covered stories on one selected phase of the proble m, or mere ly  isolated
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edi tor ia ls g iv ing the edi tor ia l  stand of the newspa per* (See Appendix  X)

Of these newspapers, 11 substant ia l ly  deserve the c r i t ic ism of

foment ing a prejudice campaign wh ich  was quoted abov e, six have been

sympathet ic toward the Japanese-Americans and the g overnmenta l  pol icy

of relocat ion, and three were non-commita l  or indif ferent*

The Glass i f ica t ion of the 20 newspapers is as fol lo ws:

Sympathlc toward Japanese "»America ns

Los Angeles Da l l y  News«
Pasadena Post«
Pasadena STAR-Newa«
San Francisco Chronic le  
Stockton Record

Antagonist ic  toward Japanese-Amerleans

Bakersf ie ld  Cal i fo rn ian  
Contra Costa Gazet te«
Gi l roy  Advocate  
Los Angeles Times«
Madera Ba l l y  Tr ibune and Mercury  
Marysv i l le  Appeal -Democrat  
San D iego Un ion  
San Francisco Examiner  
Santa Rosa Press-Democrat«
St* Helena Star  
Val le jo  Time a-Herald«
^lsal ia Tlmes-Del ta

Non-Commit ta l

Davis Enterpr ise  
Mai l  of Woodland  
San Jose-Mercury-HeraId

The 11 which have at tacked the Japanese-Amerleans a nd re locat ion  

are supr is ing ly  al ike in their  pol icy. It is hard to  character ize this  

pol icy  logically, because it is seldom a logical on e* The chief thing  

is that they do not want the evacuees to re tu rn  to th e West Coast,  

dur ing the war  or after  l t# a l though there is a lot  of hedging on  

the prob lem of th^lr  re turn af ter  the war* To make their  readers feel
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make it impossible for  them to re turn to the West ^ oaat.

They make every attempt to d iscredi t  the admin is t ra t ion of the  

Wr a ,  not because they feel  it is inef f ic ient or not pro per ly  carry ing  

out its job, but because they d o n ’t l ike the W R A ’s job, w h i c h  is  

re locat ion of al l  l©yal Japanese, a l ien or cit izens , into normal  

l ife outside the re locat ion centers as soon as poss ible.

Not only do they oppose re locat ion of the evacuees to California,  

but they for the most part object to their  re lease from the re locat ion  

centers even to middle-western  and eastern areas, p robably  because they  

f igure that if the Japanese are permit ted to enter communi ty life  

in these regions, it w i l l  be one short step to thei r re turn  to the  

West Coast as soon as mi l i ta ry  necess i ty  permits.

It is supr is ing how c losely these newspapers agree on this policy,  

and how i lmi lar are the methods they employ# A l thou gh the San F r a n �

cisco Examiner  appeals to hate and prejudice and di storts the t ruth  

to a much greater  extent than does the Los Angeles 1'iirea, the general  

effect of the coverage of the problem by the two ne wspapers has been  

the samei fee l ing has been  aroused, and news has be en suppressed and  

distor ted to fit in w i t h  their pol icies#

The five newspapers that took a sympathet ic stand t oward  

re locat ion at tempted w i th  vary ing degrees of v igor and success to  

combat prejudice against the Japanese-Americans, an d to c lar i fy  

facts snarled up by the ant1-Japanese-Amer ican pres s#

These are serious al legations# They accuse this con siderable  

segment of the Cal i forn ia  press, no doubt represent at ive of a much  

larger group of newspapers, w i t h  furn ish ing the peo ple of Cal i forn ia  

a prejudiced and unrel iable account of a h igh ly  imp ortant problem.

If true, they indicate a serious fa i lure in Cal i fo rn ia  journalism,  

a breakdown in the service of the press to its reade rs#
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To To establ ish these charges and to offer an over- al l  p icture of  

the coverage of the re locat ion problem in these 2# newspapers, the  

fo l lowing p lan wi l l  be fo l l owed«

I. A br ief  h is to ry  of bhe Japanese-Araerican evacua t ion and  

relocat ion, to estab l ish  a basis for d iscuss ion of newspaper c o v �

erage of the problem*

II. An examinat ion of the editor ia ls appear ing in bo th  the  

pro and ant i - re locat ion newspapers#

III. An examinat ion of news coverage of Japanese-Am er lcan  

evacuation, relocat ion, and segregat ion in the Cal f iDDnia newspapers.
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Z. SUMMARY OF EVERTS

Lieutenant Genera l  DeWitt ,  commanding general  of th e Western  

Defense Command, ordered the evacuat ion of the West  Coast by  al l  pe r �

sons of Japanese ancestry,  regardless of ci t izenshi p, in February, 1942,  

for mi l i ta ry  reasons# InvAsion of the West coast by  Japanese armies  

was considered a poss ib i l i ty  dur ing the f i rst  few m onths after  

Pearl Harbor, and it was feared that d is- loya l  pers ons among the  

«2apaneee-Americans would aid the Japanese soldiers . Moreover, the  

West coast was studded w i th  war  factor ies and mi l i t ary  and naval  

emplacements* General  DeWit t  dec ided that it would take too long  

to separate the d is loyal  f rom the loyal, and that a l l  the  Japanese-  

Americans must leave the Western  Defense Command.*

When  the Japanese were ordered f rom the West  Coast they were  

at first free to go ahyw ^ 0r® they wanted wi th in  the  Uni ted States so  

long as they  stayed out of the evacuated area* It was  soon found  

not feasible to permit  such vo luntary  movement beca use trouble began  

to develop in places where people were not ready to  receive these  

evacuees* The War  Relocat ion Author i ty  was establ is hed on March 18,  

1942, by  Execut ive Order Mo* 9102, to oarry out the  evacuat ion and  

to eare for the evacuees. Ten re locat ion centers we re establ ished in  

seven western  states**

The re locat ion centers were establ ished as pure ly  t emporary  

centers fo r  housing the evacuees unt i l  they could b e released in an  

order ly  manner  into c iv i l ian life* Nothing in the e vacuat ion order  

or the execut ive order establ ish ing the WRA gives it  au thor i ty  to  

hold the evacuees In the centers for an indef ini te per iod of time.

Such detent ion of Amer lcansc i t lzens is genera l ly  und erstood to be  

in v io la t ion of the f i f th  amendment to the Const i tu t ion*

«■ Dies Sub-commit tee repor t  on Japanese War h e  locat ion Centers,. PP- l ,2 *  
17, 18.
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The W K A  has been  carrying out the or iginal  po l i cy  o f releasing  

the evacuees as fast as jobs can be found for them and communities  

located where they wi l l  be accepted. The chief  impe diment to the  

ewacut ion of the program recent ly  has been the fear  of the evacuees  

themselves that they wi l l  not be accepted in outsid e communit ies#

For  this pol icy  the WKA has met w i th  the sharp cr i t ic ism of many  

Cal i fornia newspapers and of such organizat ions as the Amer ican  

Legion, the Hativ© Sons of the Golden West, and the  Chamber of Commerce.

Segregat ion  of loy$l f rom disloyal,  in the war  re lo cat ion  

centers, admi t ted ly  delayed too long, was announced  by the War d e p �

artment in Apri l ,  1943, and has now been completed# Japanese removed  

to the Tula Lake center Include those who ¡¡gave ne gat ive answers on  

loyal ty quest ionnaires,  those request ing repatr ia t i on to Japan, those  

wi t h  Intel l igence records of other records indicat i ng that they  might  

endanger the nat ional  secur i ty or interfere w i th  th e war  effort,  

and close relat ives of persons in the above three g roups who expressed  

a preference to remain w i th  the segregants ra ther  t han disrup t fami ly  

ties •

When  the FB I  actua l ly  aas something serious on a Ja panese,  

he is isolated in an internment camp under  Army sup ervision* Japanese  

in these camps were for the  most part p icked up by  the FBI  and put  

there wi th in  a few days after Pearl Harboir. These camps are d i s �

tinct f rom bo th  the re locat ion centers and the Tule ^a ke segregat ion

center



II EDITORIAL TREATMENT

A* The Ant i -Re locat ion Newspapers*

There  are shades of intensi ty  among the newspapers which have  

pitched into the campaign against the ¿apanasepAmer icans . The Los  

Angeles Times er and the San Francisco Examiner, fo r example,  

have adopted a di f ferent  sort of treatment. The Los  Angeles l imes  

has been quiet and sane relat ive to the San Francis co Examiner, wh ich  

has shrieked its opinions on the issue of what to d o w i th  the un f o r �

tunate evacuees in a manner  that should scare them o ut of Cal i forn ia  

forever.

However, it is possible to make general izat ions reg arding the  

editor ia l  t reatment of the problem in these newspap ers, since,  

allowing for  d i f ferences In intensi ty and lack  of scruples, the alms  

and many  of the methods are the same.

Under ly ing the great major i ty  of ed i tor ia l  expressi ons on the  

problem In these newspapers are appeals to pre judic e and hatred.

They  wave the b loody  shirt. They  remind the reader that Japan is  

our morta l  enemy and that this is a war  to the death.  They shriek  

that no Japanese can  be trusted, that this was prov ed for al l  time  

at Pearl Harbor. They  actual ly  threaten, in some In stances, v io lence  

and murder  if the Japanese-Americans are permit ted to re turn to the  

West Coast dur ing the war  or for some time aféer it .

This is not to say that these newspapers have had n o basis for  

cr i t ic ism o f  the governmenta l  handl ing of the reloc ation. Even  the  

strongest supporters of the WRA pol icy  would admit that the  admin is �

t ra t ion of the centers has had serious flaws. Segre gat ion of d is loyal  

was long delayed.*  Personnel  has not a lways been f i t ted for the job

* M ino r i t y  Views of Representat ive Eberharter,  Dies  Sub-commit tee  

Repor t  on Japanese War  Relocat ion Centers*
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It has had to do * The WR A  has been  handicapped by  lacî? of ronds an d  

a low civi l  ice pr io r i ty»# The Tui© r iots w s » I M  »we tnesses

in WKA management, a l though the seriousness of the riots was much  

exaggerated b y  the press.

But the ant i - re locat ion press has not abnoentrated on the real  

f laws in the program, nor at tempted to represent th e s i tuat ion as it  

rea l ly  is. Every  rea l  shortcoming is seized upon an d magni f ied to  

discrédi t  the admlnistrat ion&s ent ire program, not mere ly  one phase  

of that program. Where no shortcomings are read i ly  apparent, there  

is always somebody to Invent some and report them t o the press, wh ich  

gives them a b ig  p lay and comments upo n  them as if th ey were fact.  

Examples of this sort of thing wi l l  be g iven below*

Arguments and methods

The same arguments and methods appear in paper afte r paper.

The most serious of a l l  the charges leveled against  the Ca l i f �

ornia newspapers for their  t reatment of the Japanese-Agar ican proble m 

has been  that of t ry ing to stir up hat red against  J apanese evacuees  

that would  lead to v io lence should they return to t he coast.

Most  of the  papers s imply predicted that the return  of the  

Japanese to the coast would  stir up a great deal  of  t r oub le . However,  

once in a whi le one of them would ment ion the poss i b i l i ty  of v io lence  

wi t h  a sort of relish, d iscuss ing it As if it were pe r fect ly  natural  

and thoroughly  justif ied.

These quotat ions from the Madera Ha l l y  Tr ibune andj ^arcury are  

i l lustrat ive :

Whether  those in charge of the Washington asylum fo r the po l i t �
ical ly insane real ize it or not, there can be no re turning of  
Japanese to this coast from the re locat ion centers at the pr esent  
t ime and probably not for many  years to come. To at tempt to  
permit  these people to return, regardless of what r eason may  be

* Mary  Jefferds, pub l ic i ty  chairman, Pacif ic Coast Commit tee on Amer�
ican Principles and Fa i r  Play.
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assigned, is to invite a wholesale massacre at the hands of night  
ra iders.®^June 21, 1943)

Though  the nat ional  admin is t ra t ion is hesi tant  abou t the removal  
of any &f its Wash ing ton  inmates# the rumors and re ports that are  
coming out of Wash ing ton  in regard to the Japanese in re locat ion  
centers are causing more and more animos i ty  and thr eatening  
cri t ical  act ion df the Japanese are returned to thi s coast* The  
feel ing is something that laws wi l l  not d i s tu r b * *«f ljune 24/1943«)

Lives of Japanese re leased from the re locat ion cent ers wi l l  be  
wor t h  litt le .— (July 29, 1943.)

And this quotat ion f rom the Santa *k>sa Press-Democ rat is also  

In point:

Cannot the of f ic ials in Wash ing ton  who want to send  the Japs  
back to Cal i fornia real ize that the reappearance of  these s lant �
eyed countenances in this reg ion at this time would  almost cer �
ta in ly  provoke violence, unrest,  and bloodshed?

The fo l lowing typical edi tor ia l  expressions show ho w firmly the

newspapers under  d iscuss ion opposed the re lease of the Japanese-

Americans f rom re locat ion centers:

The people of the west know more about the ^apanes than do the  
inhabitants of other sections of the nation: they k now that these  
aliens are not be be trusted; they wil l  never consent to their  
being g iven l iberty to enter civ i l  l ife dur ing the progress of  
the war, and, it may be said, perhaps not after the war.--  
(Bakersf iedd Cal i fornian, Ma y  28, 1943*)

T h e r e ’s just one thing to do w i t h  AL L  the Japs, and that is to  
keep them locked up for the durat ion, and when the war is over,  
ship them back to Japan.— (Red Bluf f  Da i l y  Hews, Ju ly  26, 1943.)

The chief reason g iven for opposing Japanese re turn  to the W^st

Coast or re lease of loyal evacuees from re locat ion centers At al l  is

that there is no wa y  of det© min ing a J a p ’s loyalty*

A car toon which appeared in the San Francisco Exami ner  on June

24, 1943, put this plainly. It showed hit t ie Bo-Peep , labeled

"Stupidity", re leasing ferocious wolves ill d isguis ed in sheeps

clothing from a Japanese Re loca t ion  Qenter. But the  idea has been

pub rather  b lun t ly  in words, too;

And who is so naive as to be l ieve the most dangerou s and d e f e r  
of the t ra ined Japanese spies and saboteurs caught in the D eWit t
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evacuat ion have no managed to he included AMONG THE  TWENTY 
THOUSAND JAPANESE Di rector  Myor  has stupid ly  re leas ed?— (San  
Franc isco Examiner, January, 1944, Capitals are the Examine r ’s,)

Off ic ials who have appointed themselves as Judges t o determine  
those to be set at l iber ty  and those to be conf ined  have accepted  
a heavey responsib i l i ty , - tMaryv i l le  Appeal-Ueraocra t, Ju ly  9, 19A3)

Some papers s t rongly  expressed the opin ion that mos t of the Jap�

anese are disloyal, without of fer ing a shred of evi dence for that  

assert ion«

It is true that there are afew in this local i ty and i n other  
sections, par t icu lar ly  the young eomen of Japanese ancestry,  
who are loyal to the country of adopt ion and not wa nted b y  the  
Japanese as a r e s u l t O n  the contrary, the major i t y  ha ve protean  
hhemselves to be d is loyal  to this country  and most treacherous,
— flfiadera Da i l y  Tr ibune and Mercury, June 21, 1943 ,)

I s n ’t their  presence a menace to people of this sta te? There  
is but one answer to that question, even though it is  possible that  
occas iona l ly  there may  be a Japanese nat ive born res ident who is  
loyal to this count ry ,— (Bakersf ield Cal i fornian, &a y 29, 1943,)

Frequent ly  editors aay that untrustwor th iness is a r acial  cha r �

acter ist ic of the Japanese;

And there is noth ing in the Japanese character,  as ex posed to  
us over almost a century  of relations, that can perm it  us ever  
to trust that race again# W© have seen too many exa mples, we  
have too many dead by  treachery, to be fooded any m ore. U n �
doubtedly there are many  loyal Japanese in the re lo cat ion cen�
ters, but they are the vict ims of their own race, a s are our own  
dead at Pearl Harbor ,— (St, Helena Star, June 4, 194 3,)

It ought to be ovvious to anyone who has been readi ng the ne w s �
papers than any Jap spy would swear hia loyal ty to the United  
States to w in  his f reedom f rom & guarded camp*--(Be d Bluff  
Da i l y  News, June 1, 1943.)

The charge that they  are creat ing racial  pre judice would not  

bother  many  of these newspapers. They  f rank ly  admit  racial  p re j �

ud ice against the Japanese, and just i fy it.

It Is not  a quest ion of tolerance or rac ia l  p re jud i ce . . .The  
Japs. . .have placed themselves as a race apart, a ra ce not to  
be trusted, a race wh ich  cannot be assimilated, a r ace which  
reverts to barbar ism despite the advantages of c iv i l izat ion  
which we have tr ied for near ly  a century  to impart to them,
--(San Diego Union, May 19, 1943.)
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Compar isons between condit ions In evacuee camps and  In Japanese

pr ison camps for Amer ican soldiers in China and the  Phil ippines,

however  irrelevant, are popular:

Whi le Japanese mi l i tary  author i ty  wi thholds supplie s of Bed.
Cross food des igned to lessen the shortage in camps  where Amer ican  
prisoners are held, the business of p icknioking goe s on regu l �
ar ly down at Camp Poston, Arizona, where there are some 10,000  
Japanese evacuees .(Bakersf ield Cal i fornian, June 11,  1943.;

Agi tat ion in favor of lessening the burden of inter ned Japs  
continues, and genera l ly  it seems from those indivi duals who  
most l y  co cern themselves w i t h  the poss ib i l i t y  of d epr iv ing an  
even host i le  people of their fciv i l  r ights!.  America ns, in  
name at least, who give so muchthought  to the poss i b i l i ty  might  
well read the reports that come out of pr ison camps  in Japan  
and the Phi l ippines concerning the fate of our  boys  made capt ive  
since the beginning of the war. (Bakersf ie ld Cal i fornian,
July 29, 1943.)

"Seven Los Angeles and Southern Cal i forn ia  famil ies  were notif ied  
yesterday that their sons had died in Japanese pr ison camps.

In the bi t terness of their gr ief  they cried aloud a gainst the  
release of the Japanese f rom camps to wander  where they please  
wi th  good food, shelter, medical  care and comfort; against the  
coddl ing of vic ious Japanese who spat upon  the uni f orms of their  
guards and hoisted the Japanese f lag in def iance of  the Stars  
and Stripes at $ul© Lake and against the lax i ty  whi ch permit ted  
J paneae internees to picnic and f i sh  foot loose and  free a long  
the Colorado River  as exposed this week by  the Exam iner.*.
(Los Angeles Examiner,  quoted in PM, January 21, 1944.)

D iscred i t ing  the WR A  admin is t ra t ion of the cewters as "co&dl ingS

by tenderhearted social 'workers is a favor i te device. The words

"pamper ing” , "Boddling", and social  worker"  constan t ly  Reappear.

The Japanese should not only be kept in the camps, but the  
camps should be unde r  Army administrat ion, instead of being  
left In the hands of social workers, who in some in stances have  
accorded the Japanese bet ter  treatment than our own  people  
receive. (Marysvi l le Appeal~Democrat,  June 11.)

Rather  than benef i t ing the Japanese by the pamperin g tactics,  
the federal  of f ic ials are adding to their  hazards. The Japanese  
can never return to the West  Coast wi thout  r isking most serious  
consequences * (Madera D ily Tr ibune and Mercury, Juno 24, 1943. )

One of the most extreme among the Cal i forn ia organi zat ions that

have gone on record in favor of keeping the Japs out of Cal i fornia,

out of the Uni ted States, and, to quote former  Cal i forn ia  Pel l ican

Edi tor  Caro l  Pauker, "general ly  out of everywhere",  are the Native



Sons of the Golden W e 0t. They  are the or ig inators of  the t axpayer ’s  

suit to en jo in  the reg is t ray  of voters of a Cal i for nia county  to  

strike off the names of all persons of Japanese des cent f rom the list  

of qual i f ied voters because the Japanese as a race proved themselves  

unwor thy  of c i t izenship r iv l ieges at Pearl Harbor# Two quotations  

f rom Cal i fo rn ia  newspapers ha i l ing  this organizat io n and its methods

f o l l o w :

As the crowning act of their convent ion these patr i ot ic Ca l i f �
ornians unanomous ly  went on record in favor  of barr ing forevor  
Amer ican born Japanese f rom TJnited States c i t izens hip * (Santa  
Hoaa Press-Democra t , May  26, 1943*)

There is a strong sent lment in Cal i fornia, andit is r ap id ly  
expanding, that this state needs no Japanese, and w ants none  
of them*(Val le jo T imes-Hera Id * )

Cal i fornia papers have repeated ly  insisted that the  Army take  

over the re locat ion centers* The fol lowing is typic al  of b lasts  

against the War  Relocat ion Author i ty,  urg ing that s omebody else

be g iven its Jobi

It is a p i ty  the War  depar tment  did not reta in  contro l  of  
the Japanese re locat ion problem for the durat ion  of  the war*

It is a t ragedy of as yet unknown proport ions that t he inapt  
and incompetent War Re locat ion au thor i ty  came into being and  
sti l l  remains in being* (January, 1944*)

The dies subcommit tee invest igat ing Japanese reloca t ion, wh i ch  

had this same opinion, got f i rm support f rom this g roup of Cal i fornia  

newspapers! Test imony was quoted as fact  in var ious e ditor ials and  

commended upon  w i th  great indignation. The edi tor ia l  quoted below,  

from the Ban Francisco Examiner  for June 20, 1944, is based on tes�

t imony wh ich has since been ent i re ly  re futed by  the  War Relocat ion

Author i ty  officers.-*

The amazing detai ls (revealed by  the test imony of H arold H.  
Townsend, former of f icer  of the camp, at subcommit t ee hearings,  
released for pub l icat ion b y  Congressman Costel lo) i nclude a

* Statement on Test imony of Harold H. Townsend Befo re the House of  
Representat ives Subcommit tee of the Special Commit t ee on Unamer ioan  
Act iv i t ies,  Los Angeles, Cal i fornia,  May  26, 1943*



Distor t ions of fact In edi tor ia ls

Some typical examples of d is tor t ion  f rom editorials  in Cal-

One of the commonest d is tort ions of faot, appear ing  in edi t -

evacuees in the re locat ion centers as "Japanese int ernees".

»here are Japanese internees in the Uni ted States, but on ly  a few

Japanese interned b y  the * BX, 'fhe Japanese in the re locat ion  

centers are near ly  70 per cent American ci t izens against whom  

no charges of subversive act iv i ty  have been made. A l l  of the Japanese,  

either c i t izen or alien, whom there is any reason t o suspect-of  

d is loya l ty  have been sent to the Tula Lake segregat ion center,  

ihose remain ing in the camps, then, are loyal c i t iz ens and al iens who  

have done noth ing to warrant detent ion. To cal l  the m internees  

creates a complete misconcept ion of the problem. It  makes ppssible  

such a twist ing of the s i tuat ion as appears in the f o l lowing

If orals newspapers wi l l  help to show ho-  

either in tent ienal ly or un in ten t iona l ly  

of the ent ire problem*

w how newspapers have created,  

a general  misconcept ion

orlala as well  as in headl ines and news copy, is reference to the

hundred of them, all under  str ict  Ar my  guard. T h e y  are the dangerous

quo ta t i ons :
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The army off icers who are g iv ing thought to the l ib erat ion of  
many  thousands of Japanese had b e t t e r  th ink again, bo th  in behalf  
of the wel fare of our own country, and the safety o f the interned  
Japs. (Bakersf ield Cal i fornian, M a y  1G, 1943.'

The Japanese are, in fact, prisoners of war. (Bakersf ield C a l �
ifornian, K a y  11, 1943 *)

This last quotat ion represents the greatest  d is tor t ion  of all*  

About 700 Japanese pr isoners of war  have been taken  by the Amer ican

troops in the Pacif ic area. They  are fojo*s soldier s* The evacuated  

Japanese are in as di f ferent  a s i tuat ion fpnm them as possible*

Another very  common fa lsehood wh i ch  has played a la rge role in  

the whole Japanese-Aznerican prob lem is that the Ja paneee-Araericans  

in Hawai i  commit ted wholesale sabotage at Pearl Har bor, humors of  

such sabotage, accepted as fact by  responsible and intel l igent persons  

on the West Coast, d id much  to create distrust  of t he Japanese in this  

area* let the rumors were false* Colonel  Kendal l  h o l d e r ,  chie f of  

mi l i ta ry  intel l igence for Hawai i  since June 1941, w rote on May 17,  

1943;

There have been no known acts of sabotage, espionag e, or f i f th  
column act iv i ty  commit ted by  the Japanese in Hawai i  e i ther  on  
or subsequent to Pearl  Harbor*

But the false rumor is used to substant iate edi tor ia l  al legat ions,  

as in the fo l lowing quotation f rom the Marysvi l le A ppeal-Democrat  

for June 11, 1943;

It wou ld  seem that the part taken by  resident Japs in the Phi l �
ippines and % w a i i  should be warning enough, but we are an  
easy-going people, too ready to assume it can»t hap pen here.*

A  third common subject for d is tor t ion  is this mat te r  of re leasing

the evacuees from the re locat ion centers, accord ing  to the or ig inal

plan contemplated by  the President, the War Departm ent,  and every

otheragency concerned.

A l though the War  department had a l ready dec lared it s po l icy
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against re leasing large numbers of Japanese to the V»est Coast, and  

al though in actual  re locat ion the Japanese have bee n wel l  scattered  

throughout inter ior  states, the Bekersf ie ld Cal i for n ian raises a  

false bugaboo about the evacuat ion in an édi tor ia l  appearing in its  

June 10 issuet

There are 40,000 Japs in Arizona, and cer ta in orgai nzat ions that  
fear somebody*s c iv i l  l ibert ies are about to be tak en f rom them  
are urg ing a program which, if carr ied out, would  i mperi l  the  
safety of the people of the West#

A popularedevice in d is tor t ing the evacuat ion pictu re is to  

create the impression that the whole p rogram of re l easing the evacuees  

is a scheme cooked up by  D i l lon  b. Myer, head of th© WKa , and other  

Washington bureaucrats who are t rying to pub someth ing over on the  

people. The San Diego Union, in its May 18 edition,  reported that  

^ i l lon  .&#■  Myer  had r vealed that 10,000 Japanese- amer leans had
it

a l ready been released, and quoted h im as saying that the govern©  

ment now real izes the camps were a mis take , ” and ad ding that he w  

fwould like to close them all tomor row#” It then mak es thid  

editor ia l  comment:

Who made this decis ion? Who is the government? Who suddenly  
realiz ed the segregat ion of the largest group of p otent ia l  sab�
oteurs and f i f th  columnists in the country  and thei r removal  
f rom a strategic center  of defense was a mistake?

The Red Bluff  Da i l y  Rews comments:

There are a few soft-headed or misgu ided persona ri ght here  in Red  
Bluff  and elsewhere who do not appreciate this war#  Some want to  
ask the internees if they are loyal and l iberate th ose who give  
the r ight answer.

Actual ly,  Wr a  author i t ies look quite a bit fur ther  into an  

evacuees record than his answer to loyal ty quest ion naires to release  

him, % e  categories of evacuees that may  not be rele ased by  the  

camp d i rector  include all those about whom there is g enera l ly  reason  

to have doubt ,*  This quotation, however, a l though i t does not

* Minor i ty  views of the Dies sub-comraittee report  on Japanese War  

Relocat ion centers#
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say that the ^RA has no other means than quest ionna ires for inves�

t igat ing evacuees, strongly intimates that this is t he case.

0„e of the easiest methods of d is tor t ing  facts is the  cartoon.

A car toon appear ing in the i*os Angeles Tines for N ovember 6, 1943,  

shows a gr inning Japanese marked "Jap R e t u r n ” going  around w i t h  a  

halo, and another f ierce Japanese l ight ing a bomb ma rked 1'ule ^iots.  

This leads to the Impression that the Tula Lake Jap anese are being  

released, wh ich  is false. They  wi l l  be segregated f or  the durat ion  

of the war.

B. Pro-Japaneae-Amer loan Edi tor ia ls

Sla of the twenty newspapers covered in the study printed  

editor ials and editorial columns t ry ing to quiet prejudice against the  

Japanese evacuees and to c lar i fy  the facta of the situation, and  

to c lar i fy the facts of evacuat ion and re locat ion which had been so  

badly mauled by the ant i - re locat ion press. l‘hey were: The Los Ange l �

es laws, the Pasadena Post, the Pasadena Star-^ews, the San Francisco  

Chronicle, and the Stockton Record.

The San Francisco Chronic le has probab ly  done more in this way  

than any other newspaper on the boast* Chester  Rowe l l ,  the regular  

Chronic le columnist, has wr i t ten many calm and reas oned art icles  

di rected against  the hate campaign being waged against the evacuees  

b y  other newspapers and by  economic interests and p atr iot ic o rgan�

isations.

He came out f la t ly  against  the Lies sub-commit tee i nvest igat ing

Japanese relocation in these uncompromising words:

There is a b ranch of the hies committee in Cal i forni a ostensib ly  
" invest igat ing” possible Japanese sabotage on "testimony" of  
which, so far, not one wor t  would  bven be admit ted or  heard by  
any judicial or quasi- judic ia l  body in existence.”

The regular editorial columns of the Chronicle have fol lowed

a l ine ra ther  less clear-cut than Howe l l *s * A wel l - mer i ted editor ia l
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blast is d i rected against those who howled over the  coddl ing* of  

Japanese in re locat ion centers;

Japanese in evacuat ion camps are wel l  treated, as w el l  a � they  
wi l l  permit us to treat them, because we are a c iv i l ized nation*  
The Tennyy Commit tee(cf  the state legislature) and others  
should bear  in mind that  not al iens on ly  but al l  Am ericans of  
Japanese ancestry are under forded detent ion and we cannot  
doubt that many, if not most, are loyal. (May 19, 1 943*$

The phrase as wel l  as they $111 permit  us to treat t hem*some  

what qual i f ies the edi tor ia l  declarat ion, and indic ates that the  

Chronic le edi tor ia l  wr i ter  d i d n ’t want  hlc paper to  be accused of  

loving the Jpps too much* An editor ia l  wh i ch  appear ed on Ipr i l  

24, 1943, is sl ight ly puzzl ing, and Indicates fur th er  that the Ch ron �

icle was at least wor r ied about paci fy ing the ant i -J ap elements that  

no doubt tr ied to br ing pressure;

Qonsidering where they come from, Senator tom 3t.ewa.rt of Ten�
nessee and Senator Chandler of Kentucky are arguing  themselves  
into tight corners on the subject of Japanese citiz enship, con�
stitutional rights and military necessities.

Chandler urges that all loyal Japanese--ho?/ to b© determined he  
does not s p e c i f y , r e l e a s e d  from evacuation camps. In th is  
he shows less concern for Pacific Coaat order than for the  g m  -  
stitutional rights of these citizens of Japanese ex traction.,.

This is the mors puzzl ing since the Chandler  subcom mit tee of the  

Senate Mi l i ta ry  ¿f fa i rs  wh ich  invest igated c ondi t i ons in

Japanese re locat ion camps in seven western states, made three recom�

mendat ions ;

1* Draf t ing of loyal cit izens.

2. Internment of disloyal.

3* Employment  of others in areas where they are accep ted by  the  

communit ies

The Chandler  commit tee never  recommended Indiscr iminate release  

of the Japanese to their  former homes on the West C orist. The Chron�

icle, in spite of its fai r  play, has also been gui l ty  of creating  

misconcep t ions«

# K.Y* *im€?a, May 8, 1943*
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The other aide of the Chron i c l e r s  split  personal i ty  came out  

in an art icle by Al f red Frankenste in  appearing May 24, cr i t ic iz ing  

the resolut ion passed b y  the -Native Sons of the Golden We st  wh ich  

cal led for an amendment to the Federal  Const i tu t ion  barr ing the  first  

generat ion of Amer ican-born Japanese from cit izensh ip. It came out  

again in a front page editor ial  appear ing abové a n ews report  of a  

federa l  court case to deprive Japanese of voting ri ghts, The ^hron-  

icle stood f i rmly  opposed to such attempts at d isen franchisement.

In November the Chronic le apparent ly  got d isgusted w i th  the  

WRA handl ing of the Tule i*ake riots, and cr i t ic ized the agency  

severely. For  this they undoubted ly  had just i f icat i on. The  

newspapers received reports of r iot ing in the cente rs before the ^an  

Francisco W R A  authori t ies, and when reporters quest ioned the local  

WEa  head, he denied  that there was any trouble at all. He cal led  

the reports Nazi propagandas This d is i l lus ioned the  Chronicle,  

wh ich  had been support ing Wr a  p re t ty  regular ly,  and dead to such  

cri t ic isms as the fal lowing;

These WRA off icials have convicted themselves by de nying what  
could not be deniéd4»r»We Have no, hop© for w r a . S o  long as  
it has charge, we may expect ¿rouble w i th  the d is loya l  Jap �
anese who want to ra ise hell.

In the ��� Angeles ^a i ly  News, Matt  ^einstock, News columnist ,  

ran columns against pre judice against the Japanese- Amer icans*

He charged that ind ignat ion against the Japanese wa s ‘’being fed by  

i r responsible pol i t ic ians and the prejudiced press. "

The Pasadena Post, In its edi tor ia l  column "The loo kout * cam©  

out several t imes against taking away the civi l  r ig hts of Japanese-  

Americans,  The Pasadena Star-News, wh ich  has the sa me publisher,  

took the same stand.

The Stockton Record, through Charles A, Spragwe, co lumnist of  

*It Seems to Me", fetood up for the rights of Japan ese and opposed  

loose talk reveal ing racia l  prejudice.
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It seems to me that my  fel low-ex-governor,  W a lter Pr ice, sounds  
the wrong note when be revives agi ta t ion against th e ^yel low  
pe r i l » ♦  While he refers d i red t ly  to the Japanese, t he uhinese,  
now our all^e s in war, are also of the Mongol ian o r ye 11 low  
race, and our Amer ican Indians are probably  of the same e thno l �
ogical origan* Japan has been trying to consol idate  the  
yel low races under  its agents, so such rabble rousi ng as Mr*  
Pierce indulges in puts water  on Jap a n ’s wheel. {Ma y 21, 1943*)
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III NEWS COVERAGE

The news coverage of the Japan©se-American evacuat i on and  

re locat ion has been character ized by a large amount  of suppression,  

distort ion, and ed i tor ia l iz ing in news columns*

Of the 14 newspapers for wh ich  consecut ive issues w ere studied,  

seven exhib i ted pronounced bias in news stories, wh ile the other  

seven were fa i r ly  objective*

The wire seri ics stories in four of the papers seemed to be  

selected to omit those wh ich  ref lected favorab ly  up on  the re locat ion  

program, while in six of them no such  select ion was  apparent, since  

bo th  favorable and unfavorable stories were used, a nd in four of  

the papers, almost no wire news was used*

However, the wire news that ref lected against  the W RA and the  

re locat ion program v/a3 on the whole m u c h  more spectacular than that  

which  ref lected In its favor* Therefore, the former  got b igger  p lay  

even in papers wh ich  were sympathetic to re locat ion  In their edi tor ia l  

policy, sometimes, as in the case of the Los Angeles Da i ly  news, which  

gave good p lay  to the sensat ional  Dies sub-commit te e hearing stories#

A# San Francisco Chronic le and Examiner  News Coverage  dontrasted

A compar ison of news coverage of stories about Japa nese- Amer �

icans in the San Franc isco  Examiner and in the San Francisco Chroniclen

i l lustrates neat ly  how readers of d i f ferent  newspaper s may get ent i re ly  

di f ferent ideas on the issue, even if they do not s o much as glance  

at the edi tor ia l  page#

The San Francisco Chronic le pr inted a complète repo rt  of the  

address of Sgt# Ben  Kuroki,  Risei hero, before the Commonweal th  

club, and a news notice that the nat ional  broadcast ing kept h im  

off the air because "the whole Amer ican-Japanese qu est ion is too  

controversial*  w Both  are shown on the fo l lowing pa ge* The  

Examiner  did not rune one word about Lgt* Kuroki,  h is address before



the Commonwe&dth  Club, or his trouble w i th  NBC *

The two stories on page 22 appeared on the same day, one In la he  

Chronic le  and one in the Examiner. Note that  the Ex aminer does not

Japanese” to their jobs is the lead of the Examiner  article. The  

Examiner  does not use the quotat ion f rom R.B. Cczze ns, assistant  

di rector  of the War Reloca t ion  Authori ty,  stat ing t hat agitators are  

be ing  prompt ly  dealt with, and near l y  all of the co lonists are

cooperat ing wi th  WKA«

administ rat ion and implying that al l  r ight-minded p eople think that  

the WRA should be d isbanded and the Army pub in cha rge of al l  r e l oca �

supervise the Japanese internment center®. Seedless to say, the

page and the trwo on the next page, show horn that newspaper manages  

to get in its digs at the  

B. Hews Coverage Examples  

The Dies Sub-commit tee hear ings

One of the hot test  stories on the Japanese re locat i on problem  

was the Dies Sub-commit tee invest igat ion of Japanes e War Relocat ion  

centers. It was headed by  John L. Costel lo, <R. Calif. ), a representa�

tive w i t h  an axe to gr ind against the Japanese Amer icans. Th e  con�

duct of the t r i ad  was denounced in a statement quote d above from  

Chester Rowell ,  edi tor ia l  wr i ter  of the San Francis co Chronicle,  

as tota l ly  unfair ,  Test imony was admitted, as he da id, "not one word  

of which" would  have been  accepted before a court of  justice or an

tion centers, are sharply in contrast to the story,  shown on the  

fo l lowing page, which appeared in the Chronicle. It quotes Genera l  

Emmons as declar ing that the army is too busy winn ing the war to

Examiner d id  not publ ish this story. The Examiner s tory on the same



admin is t ra t ivo tr ibunal, Charges made by  several  of  the Dies  

sub-committee witness was so fantastic it is hard t o see how any

rat iona l  person would be expected to bel ieve it, Yet the hearings were  

f ront-page news ir every newspaper  in the state, even  in those wh ich  

were not in sympathy w i t h  the aims of Representa t iv e  Costel lo * such as  

the S.ockton Record or the Los Angelos D a ily H e w s .

Host of the test imony has subsequent ly  been  dis pro ven* The

WRA issued a 24 page pamphlet denying in substance the ent ire t e s �

t imony of Rarold H, Townsend* fo rmer  chief supply and transportât ion  

of f icer at the Poston. Arizona K locat ion center. The charges are
��  

taken up one by one* and evidence proving each of them groundless  

is offered. Thds report  has never  been denied or chal lenged. However*  

in not one of the newspapers wh ich  X read* was a ne ws story about th©  

report  pr inted, Some of the press associat ion stories carr ied denials  

of charges of var ious rabid witnesses by  Myer  and other WRA off icials*  

but the i r refutable logic of tills thorough and wel l -docume nted report 

never  was presented to the publ ic by  the newspapers .  It wasnit hot  

news. It is true that the press associat ions and the Los Angeles  

Times carr ied in fu l l  a statement b y  Myer  protest in g the manner in  

which  the invest igat ion was conducted wto achieve m ax imum publ ic i ty

of hal f- truths* exaggerations* and fa lsehoods ’1* Ho wever* this story  

vary  l ikely had only a f ract ion of the audience and  influence of the  

or ig inal  stories setting for th the dramatic but per jured tes t imony  

of such men  as Harold H. Townsend and Norris James. A correct ion  

never reaches the audience that the orig inal  fa lsehood reached in '  

entirety* expecia l ly  when the falsehood was more dramat ic and the re �

fore got bigger play.

A glance at the fo l lowing list of headlines of stories on
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the Dies hearings appear ing An the Los Angeles 1'tees and the Los  

Angeles Da i l y  Hews wi l l  show that more space by far  was devoted  

to the stories reflecting against the Japanese-Americans, the V.HA,  

and the re locat ion program, than to stories p r e s e n t s  the opposite

viewpoint*#

Los Angeles Times

June 5--Eead of W& A  Refused to Halt Release of Japs  

June 9 - -Over 600 Rise! at Poston Openly  d is loyal  

Jap-Amer ican Papers Marked fo r . Inqu i ry  

F Firmer Contro l  of Japs Urged b y  Poston Chief

Poston Camp Slot  Vers ion  Released! Japs Threatened to E l i m �

inate Caucas ian  Force,  Dies Group ¿old

June IS--Jap Internee Plot Against TJ.S. Charged 

June 14 — Army Rule of Jap Camps to Be Urged

japs Retu rn  to Coast Halted, Coste l lo  Says U P )

WRA Direc tor  Will Bo Quest ioned

m n  vi a  /s. 4- « 1 f  T o n e  Thor©; But Minis ter  8Juna 16— Ar izona Fears Riot ing ir Japs oe-euxo a w

Plead w i t h  Dies Commit tee for Risel 's Release

June 17—  Dies Group Hears of Waste  and Liquor in Ja p Camps

June 2 0 - D r i v e  for Jap if turn Told; Evidence in Hands of Dies Group

indicates Federa l  Off ic ials in Move

Juno 24— Dies to Sift Reports Japs Contro l  WRA (AP)

June 2 7 — Committee to Quest ion Di rec tor  of Jap Camps

July 2-*-Of l ic ial Daxity Blamed for Riots at Manzanar

July 3 — Conf ident ia l  Data Given Japs, Dios Group Rears

Ju ly  4 - -Itift in Ajytny on Kvacuatsd «3aps Denied

July  « — Jap Relocat ion Di rector  Flays Dies Committee

* F i les of the Pacif ic Coast Commit tee on Amer ican Pr inciples and  

Fai r  Play.
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July � — Loyalty Among Jap Evacuees to Be Sought  

Ickes Aide to Teach Judo (A?)

Los Angeles Be l l y  News

June 9— Disloyalty of Japs Pointed

June 10--Secret Files Point to Jap Spy System (TTP)

June 11 --Riots in Jap ^amp Related  

June 14— Jap Citizenship League Studied  

June 15— Jap Release to Cause Riots, Fear

June 16 — Dies Group Rejects Jap Camp Hear±ng(Reveala that the ^ies

sub-com .m it tee rejected an offer by the WhA to aid the

comm it t 00 » )

June 18- -Dies Gr -oup at Jap Camp (A sarca stic Up story, lightly

poling fun at the 6ongrés amen.)

SoIons Opposi Return of Japs to California

June 19- -Group 1 old of Dam Peril

July 3— Nisei Tells Dies of Curfew Fight

The Hearst newspapers took ;tha Dies sub-committee hearings as  

an excuse to go wild. Charges made in the testimony w ere blared out

in noisy headlines, and were never corrected when pro fen false.
/ 1

It is only necessary to ¿0 through a few of the June is sues of  

the San Francisco ixamlner and pick cut examples of re porting of  

the hearings to demonstrate how serious are the misconc dptions which  

have been created by the Blag subcommittee and its al l too cooper�

ative press*

June 1— A headline calling attention to a boxed story above  

the mast, screams t "Feel Food Shortage? Here’s What Disloyal  

Japs Get l"

Here is the lead of the story» "Food which American Civ il—
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ians cannot gefesible obta in because t h e y  have w i l l i ng ly  sacr i f iced  

them to the armed forces are being fed in pro fus ion  to openly  

d is loya l  Japanese in the ten war re locat ion centers  by  the War  R e l o c �

at ion Authori ty,  the ^ies Commit tee invest igat ing u n-Amer ican a c t i �

v i t ies d isc losed today,"

Here are the facta:

1. All rat ion ing restr ic t ions appl icable to the gen eral  publ ic  

are s t r ic t ly  appl ied in re locat ion centers.

2. Food costs have averaged about 40 cents per day  per person  

and are subject to a top limit of 45 cents per day  per  person on an  

annual basis.

3* d i rector  Myer  testi f ied, wi thout  contradict ion, to the effect  

that the centers are instructed to re f ra in  f rom pur chasing commod�

ities of wh ich  there are general or local shortages .

4# Wi th in  the l imitat ions set by  ra t ioning and the 45  cent da i l y  

cash al lownane, the Author i ty  has provided an adequ ate diet meet ing  

reasonable war t ime standards.*

June 3— A  story  date l ined Los Angeles opens as fol lo ws:

Japanese who are be ing re leased in large numbers da i ly  f rom  
re locat ion centers b y  c iv i l ian  administ rators are a wai t ing orders  
that wi l l  signal the beg inning of a widespread camp aign of  

sabotageI

Here are the facts:

Among about 11,000 Japanese-Americans g iven  work le aves f rom war  

re locat ion camps, there has not been a single case of d is loya l ty  to  

the Uni ted States, according to a statement f rom th e House approp�

r iat ions commit tee reported in the Hew Xork  Times f or June 17, 1943*

* Minor i ty  views of Representat ive Eberharter,  H ies  sub-commit tee  

report  on Japanese War  Relocat ion Centers,
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This  bit  of news did not appear in any  issue of the  Ban  F r a n �

cisco Examiner  in the mon th  of  June.

June 8 — The fo l lowing is the lead of an Examiner  news  story:

Washington, June 7 — (IKS) A commit tee of de legates f rom the  
Cal i fornia State Legis lature was informed today tha t the  
has never invest igated any of the 3000 Japanese who  were re l �
eased f rom re locat ion centers a long the Pacif ic Coa st.

The delegat ion,  headed by  Sta te  Senator J.&. Seawal l ,  conferred  
wi th  Lee R. Pennington, an  FB I  off icial.  Accord ing to °eawell,
War  Re loca t ion  Author i t ies (WKA) had c laimed that t he Japs ware  
invest igated by  the F b I  before they were released.

Here are the facts s

The WRA did  not c la im that the FB I  sent out off icia ls to " inves�

t iga te” evacuees before they were relocated* It mer e ly  c la imed that  

the FBI  f i les on each evacuee re leased were checked , and if they  

conta ined anyth ing against him, he was not released . According to the  

minor i ty  report  of Representat ive Eberhar ter  of the  Lies sub-com�

mittee, the evidence indicated that al l  names of ev acuee adults are  

being submit ted to the *BI, and that the lat ter  agenc y has almost  

completed its check on all  the evacuees. D i l l on  Mye r h imsel f  does  

not c la im any FBI  invest igat ion of a l l  evacuees. In  an address d e l �

ivered before a luncheon meet ing of the Commonweal t h  Club in San  

Franc isco  on August 6, 1943, he declared, "As a fur t her precaution,  

we are acquir ing f rom the Federa l  Bureau of Invest i gat ion all the  

in format ion avai lable in its f i les and f rom other I ntel l igence agencies  

on al l  adult evacuees at the centers. The names of near ly  90 per  

cent of the evacuees have now been checked through FB I  and the job  

should be completed in the next few weeks

The Los Angeles ^imes treatment of the L ies sub-com mit tee Inves�

t igat ions i l lustrates in a mi lder  form simi lar  supp ression, distort ion,  

and edi tor ia l iz ing*
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June 5 — A story headed "Head of WR A  Refuses to Halt R elease of  

Japs ” declared *

War  Relocat ion d i rector  D i l l on  S. Myer doday  in eff ect refused  
to halt  re lease of «Japanese evacuees unt i l  the Hou se un-Amer ican -  
ism commit tee has f in ished invest igat ing the pro-Pe ar l  Harbor  
aff i l iat ions and act iv i t ies of those reputed ly  l ink ed w i t h  sub�
vers ive groups and organized for cabotage and espio nage.

There is noth ing ac tual ly  false in this. However* i t creates

an ent i re ly  erroneous impression* W h y  should Myer  h al t  re lease of

the evacuees unt i l  the Digs commit tee has f in ished its invest lgat lonsf

The impression is g iven that noth ing waskknown of t he background of

the evacuees before the Dies sub-commit tee began it s invest igat ions,

which is quite false. The FBI  records, the WRA recor ds of conduct

in the camps, and the WRA loyal ty quest ionnaires,  i t would be safe

to assume, have contr ibuted much  more to knowledge about the evac?

uees than the invest igat ions of the D ^ s  suc-commltt ee.

The sub—commit tee never  devoted itself to invest iga t ing indiv idual

Japanese anyhow.

A story appo -ring the same day  was headed Interned  ^aps Al lowed  

Contro l  at Tule Duke* Fresno State Senator  Asserts Invest igat ion  

proves Subvers ive K ibe i  Sxert  Inf luence."

This aga in  creates a false impression, ^he story wa s pr inted  

before Tule ^ k e  became a segregat ion center. The Ja panese were  

evacuees, not internees. Some measure of sel f -gover nment was in
TT7T- - r~ 1 .. -“■ ** ... . ..  " . .

accord w i t h  WRA pol ic ies and surely w i t h  democrat ic  pr inciples as  

well* The senators opinions as to the inf luence of the &ibei  were  

g iven more prominence than their  news value merited .

June 9 --The Times pr int d a repor t  of a Dies sub-co mmit tee  

interv iew w i th  R lph M. Gelvin, d i rec to r  of the Pos ton center.

It apparent ly  was a faijfely complete report  of the t estimony, w i th  

m u c h  material incshaded that the Sa n  Franc isco Examin er probably
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wou ld  not have  included, but there were subtle digs  against  WHA  

administrat ion,  a n d  subtle h ints that things were w orse than the d l rec-

tor was paint ing them, Example:  

ional anthem.

Ha said, reply ing to a ques t1 n, that  some

t ^ y ° w e r e rhoard lng^ra t ionedCfood in them but the ste ward had  

told him he had checked them*#. #etCe

The device used here is a popular  one w i t h  the *‘imes# y  

pr in t ing that the d i rec to r  would not say whether th e music played  

was the Japanese nat ional  an them or not, The Times subt ly  creates  

an impress ion  in the rea d e r ’s mind that it might  ha ve been the  

Japanese nat iona l  anthem. St rong evidence that it w as not is the  

wr i t ten  statement of father Clement,  M.M., of barker, Arizona, who

was present dur ing the si t -down strike at Poston.

T .. . _ v«£rard to Japanese music that w&s played over
Likewise, in regard to P meetings, there was no
the publ ic address B y s U i  Jt these meet ings,  * •  ^ 0- t hol lo

mar t ia l  or Japanese f l* th0 wol fare and morale ofpriest and chaplain working f o r ^ h e ^ o l f a r ^ a n f l ^ ^  ^  Jap.

anesVê 1 lag°ua^, nor h e 2 d  mar t ia l  mus ic  played dur ing the  

recent emergency«

The phrase "but the steward had to ld h im he had che cked  

them" subt ly  intimates that the steward might not h ave checked  

them at all. Actually, invest igat ions have proved t hat t he re  was  

noth ing in reports that Japanese had hoarded rat ion ed food.*

It is hard to cri t ic ize this par t icu lar  device, since  it is

„ _ . , ¿hit it is an ef fact ive
nei ther  asserts a f alsehood or «»agger

device all the same*

„ jwri 4 ♦ •'his issue was headed Army *hile  
June 14— * A story appear ing in t m s  issue

Minor i ty  views of  
report  on Japanese w

presentat ive £fcerharvc  
ar Relocat ion centers

er $
Dies suo-committee
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of ^ap Camps to be Urged. Mundt, Member  of Dies Sub -Committee,

Favors Mi l i ta ry  Cont ro l  to Effect  Center  D isc ip l ine s#*

The subtle bias of the ^'lmes is indicated in this pa ragraph j

Quest ions and comment by  commit tee members dur ing t he hear ing  
which wi l l  be resumed tomorrow in the Federa l  bu i ld ing have  
carried the p la in impl icat ion that members are not at all sa t is �
fied w i th  the operat ion of the re locat ion centers *

This id too broad a genera l !zat io  . Representat ive E berhar&er

was quite wel l  sat isf ied w i th  the opera t ion  of the re locat ion centers,

and said so in his minor i ty  report#

June 16— A story reports testimony before the ^les Committee

by  two d i f fe rent  groups# One was composed of Phoeni x, Arizona,

off ic ia ls and bus inessmen who feared r io t ing if the  Japanese settle

in Ar lzona# The other was composed of ministers fro m Los Angeles

and vicini ty* favor ing the release of the evacuees f rom the centers.

The m in i s t e r s 1 recommendat ions are d iscredi ted by  p lac ing up the

pacif is t  tendencies of the men who made them# Examp le:

Dr# K i rby  Page, who descr ibed h imsel f  as an " i t iner ant m in i s �
ter", who lives in Da Habra, is a Social ist,  and ha s been a  
paci f is t  and conscient ious ob jector  fo r  years, u rge d tolerance  
in dea l ing w i th  the Japanese in America.

He has been told and feels sure that the FBI  checke d them  
(the evacuees) before they were released, regardles s of how the  
press reports from Washington quoted the F B I  to the  contrary.

This last paragraph is u t te r l y  misleading; as expla ined above,  

W RA off ic ials do not c la im that the FBI  chekc s eve ry released  

evacuee, but only  that the names of those re leased are checked  

against the FBI fi les. If thi FB I  d i d n ’t l ike this s ystem* it could  

protest  a b o u f f c , a n d  undoubted ly  get its way#

Juno 2 7 — A story b y  a Times staff correspondent i l lus trates a  

del iberate s idestepping of the opin ion of Represent at ive Eberharter,  

who dissented from the opinions of the other member  of the commi t �

tee:
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Upon his return f rom the Pacif ic Coast, Coste l lo  to day repeated  
accusat ions that ’•lack of aggressive leadersh ip ” b y  the Viiar  
Relocat ion  Author i ty  has resul ted in v i r tua l  seizur e of control  
over the camps b y  host i le  ¿apanese-Amer icans a n d  un quest ioned  
subversive act iv i t ies under  the leadership of the K ibei  (-Amer�
ican born  Japanese educated in Japan) element *

Concurr ing Opinions were vo iced by  one of t h e  sub-c ommittee,
R prosentative ^undt,  who echoed demands that admin is t ra t ion  
of the camps be turned over to the War department*

The State Board of Agr icul ture Reso lu t ion

Press t reatment of a resolu t ion passed by  the State  Board of  

Agr icul ture December  20, 1943, dec lar ing that the e xclus ion of  

persons of Japanese ancest ry  from Cal i forn ia agr icu l tura l  and indus�

tr ia l  l i fe is a mat ter  of m i l i ta ry  necess i ty  only, o ffers an  i l lus�

trat ion of d is tor t ion  wh ich can be put under  the mi croscope and  

analyzed* It shows as nea t l y  as anybody could w ish how, by  succes�

sive steps, the newspapers e i ther innocent ly  or in t ent ional ly  twisted  

the or ig inal  resolu t ion around. Paul Baylor, pro fes sor  of Agr icu l tura l  

Economics at the °niverslty, who introduced the res olut ion before  

the board, has all  the mater ia l  showing this phenom enon of journal ism  

in his fi les* After the newspapers were through w i t h  the resolut ion,  

the average newspaper  reader  probably  comple te ly  mi sunderstood how  

it was passed, the reasons for  passing it, and what  the resolu t ion  

meants

What the board d id is to ld in the State Board  of Agr i cu l tu re  

publ ic i t y  re lease giv ing the resolut ion, the statem ent in support of  

it by  Paul  Taylor,  the number  present when it was pas sed, and those  

vot ing for  and against it.

Sac ramen to . ..Dec * *20* *.The State Board of agr icu l ture today  
adopted a resolut ion wh i c h  declared that t he  exclus ion of  
persons of Japanese ancestry f rom Cal i fornia a g r i c u l t u r a l  
l ife and industry is a matter of m i l i t a ry  necess i ty  solely*

The resolut ion was introduced by Dr* Paul ^aylor, P rofessor of  
Economics, Un ivers i ty  of Cal i fornia, now on leave o f absenee.
It was seconded by  Stewart  Meigs of C arpenteri&, lemon grower*  
Vot ing for the resolu t ion were race McDonald,  of Sa n Jose,  

and Meigs*
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James Armstrong, of .Los Angeles, opposed tbs resol ut ion * and  
W.L. Smi th  of But tonwi l low did not vote.

In a statement support ing the resolut ion, pr* Taylor  said:  
"Japanese Amer icans in the un i fo rm of the ynited St ates Array  
are now r isk ing and giv ing their  lives in Italy and  the P ac �
ific areas. Their  loyal par t ic ipat ion in the war  ef fort  is  
saving the lives and blood of other Amer ican soldie rs, and is  
assur ing an ear l ier  v ic tory  by  our country  than wou ld otherwise  

be possible.

"They are ent i t led in view of this patr iot ic demons trat ion to a  
public recogni t ion  that the exc lus ion of people of their  ancest ry  
rests on no ground" tFther than mi l i ta ry  necessity.

"In August the State Board of Agr icu l ture went  on r ecord in  
favor of in terracial  commissions to amel iorate race r elat ions  
in agr icul ture.  The present resolu t ion is no more th an a logical  
appl icat ion of that ear l ier  declarat ion by the Boar d to a  
par t icu lar  case,

"There is growing d ispos i t ion  in other parts of the  ynited  
States to accuse elements w i th in  Cal i fornia agr icul ture of in�
t roducing u l ter ior  mot ives into the problem, speci f ica l ly  to  
seek to serve economic ends by exc lus ion of compet i tors who  
are regarded by  these elements as injurious and unf air.  
Examinat ion of current issues of repubable per iodic als of  
nat iona l  c i rcu la t ion reveals p la in ly  that the resto f the  
Uni ted  States views this prob lem wi th  in increas ing ly  cr i t ical  

eye.

lit w i l l  redound to the credit and enhance the good  name of  
agricul ture in Cal i forn ia  to declare not  that we ar e unwi l l ing  
to settle this problem on the basis of race prejudi ce and that  
we regard It as an Issue of mi l i ta ry  necess i ty  only ,"

WHEREAS, it w i l l  be the respons ib i l i t y  of m i l i ta ry  au thori t ies  
to determine the furat ion of that per iod of mi l i ta r y  necess i ty  
on the ground of wh ich  they decided ear ly  in 1942 t o evacuate  
persons of Japanese ancest ry  from the Pacif ic Coast ,

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that if and when the mi l i ta r y  au thor i t �
ies shall decide that mi l i ta ry  necess i ty  no longer requires that  
persons of Japanese ances t ry  shall be exoluded from  this State,  
the Cal i forn ia  State Board of Agr icul ture in the li ght of that  
decis ion wi l l  use its influence to assure that race  prejudice  
shall  not jeopardize the lawful par t ic ipat ion of th is or any  
other group in the agr icul tura l  l i fe and industry of  this State.

FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of this resolut ion be t ransmit ted  
to the ^resident of the united States, the Secretar y  of State,  
the Secretary  of War, the Governor  of Cal i fornia, a nd the  
Cal i forn ia  Congress iona l  delegat ion.
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It ia Important to keep In mind those facta, because  when they  

are twisted or omit ted in the news stories on the r esolut ion, the  

act ion of the board assumes a very d i f ferent  aspect *

1. There were six members present  at the meeting, t hree of whom  

voted for the resolut ion, one of whom voted against  it, and two

of whom did not vote.

2. A l though not stated in the release, McFadden did not vote  

since he was not accustomed to vot ing as chai rman o f the board.

3. Taylor  stated that the  reason for introducing the reso lu �

t ion to the board was to counteract the tendency  in  other parts of  

the Uni ted States to accuse Cal i fo rn ia  agr icul ture of want ing the  

Japanese excluded f rom the coast states for economi c reasons.

He d id not accuse Cal i forn ia  agr icul ture of this mo t ive himself .

4. The f irst paragraph of the reso lu t ion acknowledges  that Itis  

the respons ib i l i t y  of m i l i ta ry  authori t ies to deter mine how long  

persons of «Japanese ancest ry  must be excluded f rom  Cal i fornia*

Taking the stories on the passage of t he  resolut ion  

carr ied by  the Associated Press, the Uni ted Press, and the $an  

Franc isco Examiner, and chekking each of them accor ding to their  

accuracy on these four.ipoints, we f ind that a news paper  reader  

would have had to read al l  three accounts in order to get a com�

plete picture of what happened.

1, Number Present

a* Associated press story appear ing in the San Franc isco  

Chronic le of December  21, correct ly  states the numb er present,  

six, and the number vot ing for the resolut ion, thre e,  

b. Un i ted Press story appear ing in the Berke ley  Gaz ette for  

December  21, incorrect ly  states that f ive board mem bers only  

wereppresent *
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Th© resolut ion, proposed by  Dr. Paul Taylor, profes sor  of  
economics it the d i v e r s i t y  of Cal i fonnia, was appro ved by  
three members of the board of f ive present«

c« The San Francisco Examiner story of December  21 cor rec�

t ly gives t h e  number  present and voting.

2« Chai rman McFadden*s pos i t ion

a« AP coorect ly  quotes McFadden  as saying that if he had  

voted he would have voted for the resolut ion. In th is res  

pect it is more complete than the pub l ic i ty  release#

McFadden  said dur ing the d iscuss ion of the resolut i on;
"I*ra convinced the t ru th  is not in the Japanese, f rom all  
my deal ings w i t h  them, but £ don*t  be l ieve we can af ford to  
abridge the const i tu t ional  r ights of any racia l  gro ups and If  
X voted I think X would be forethe resolut ion.

b. UP does not ment ion Chai rman McFadden.

0« The Examiner  correct ly  reports that McF&dden did  not

vote bee , , ___ .
vote because, as chai rman of the board, it was not cu s t �

omary for h im to vote unless there was a t i e . ”

It does not report  that he said that  If he had vote d he  

probably  have voted for the resolut ion.

3* Reason  for the Reso lu t ion

a. AP incorrect ly  quotes Taylor 's statement. Phe ac cus�

at ion that the Cal i fo rn ia  agr icul tura l  interests wa nt to  

exclude Japanese-Amerioans for  economic reasons is put  

into hie mouth.

Tay lor  stated:

There are many  agr icu l tura l  interests who were oppo sed to Jap  
anese-Amerleans because they were nas ty  competi tors , ^o we  
want to be in the pos i t ion of bar r ing these competi tors on  

grounds of race prejudice?

b* UP cor rec t ly  reports T a y l o r ’s statement, in part .

c* T&ylor 's statement Is omitted, in th© Examiner sto ry.

4« The Reso lu t ion
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a* AP pr inted the resolut ion in full, Including the f irst  

paragraphiacknowledging the problem is one of mi l i ta ry  

necessity#

b* The resolut ion is g iven in |>art by  UP, w i th  the f irst  

paragraph omitted*

c# The f irst paragraph of the resolut ion is ommit te d in  

the Examiner,  and nowhere does the story say that t he re s �

o lu t ion acknowledged that the problem was a mi l i ta ry  on©  

and a mi l i ta ry  on© only*#

The AP gives the correct number  present, the ent ire  resolut ion,  

and the fact that McFadden "probab ly11 wou ld  have v oted for the  re s �

olution.

UP correct ly  quotes Taylor  as to the reason for the  resolut ion.

The Examiner explains that ^cFadden d id  not vote be cause he was  

chairman*

Therefore, it would have been necessary  to read all three accounts  

to get a thorough picture of the passage of the res olut ion#

The next day, Governor War ren  came out w i th  a statem ent denouncing  

the board for  its action«

That  was Just a case of three holdovers on the boar d taking  
advantage of a kke letonized meet ing  to kick up dust  and start  
internal strife in Cal i fornia,  rather than help f ig ht the war  
we are now engaged in, and in which our boys are f ig h t ing and  
dy ing every  day*

The San Francisco Examiner reported the incident as  fol lows:

EXAMINER BUREAU*? SACRAMENTOf I>ec* 21 .—  Governor  Warren today  
summar i ly  d ismissed as an act ion which wi l l  not "he lp f ight the  
war" the recommendat ion of a minor i ty  group of the State Board  
of Agr icu l ture that Japanese be permi t ted to resume  farming oper�
at ions in Cal i forn ia  when the war is over#
(Statement is g iven as above)

period", he added emphat ical ly*

The b o a r d ’s reso lu t ion read, in part, as fol lows*

"If and when the mi l i ta ry  author i t ies shal l  decide that mi l i ta ry

*See Appercto for copies of the stories
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necess i ty  no longer requires that persons of «Japan ese ances t ry  
shall be excluded f rom this State, the Cal i fornia b oard of ag r i c �
u l tu re  in the light of that dec is ion  wi l l  use  its i nf luence to  
as sue« that race prejudice shall not jeopardize th e lawful  
par t ic ipat ion of this or any other group in the agr icu l tura l  
l ife and industry of th is  state. *

The resolut ion was approved of f ic ia l ly  as the pos i t ion  of the  
board a l though it was favored by  only three of &ine  members.  
Introduced by  Professor Paul S, Taylor of the Un ive rs i ty  of  
Cali fornia, it wassuppor ted in add i t ion  by Stewart Meigs,  
Carpentar ia,  and Mrs, Grace McDonald, Santa Clara, appointees  
of former Governor  Gisen, James F. n^nstrong, Los An geles,  
voted against the measure, declar ing if it passed n people wi l l  
say it w o u l d  be bet ter  if the Governor  kicked the bo ard out."

Cha i rman A»J* McFadden, Santa Ana, and Smith, Butto nwi l low,
did not vote. The three other board members were ab sent.

Note:

1. The story quotes Governor  War ren  as saying that t he reso l �

u t ion  w i l l  not "help f ight the war",  but does not m ent ion Taylor  s  

statement wh ich  re lated the resolut ion to the war  e ffort, as a  

demonstrat ion of rac ia l  to lerance to Japanese-Ameri cans in the  

serv i ces .

2. It stresses that only three of the nine members of t he board  

voted,

3. It says that McFadden did not vote, but does not say, as it  

did before, that he was not accustomed to vot ing, a s chairman. As  

it did not before, it does not say that if he  bed voted , he ould  

have been for the resolut ion.

Therefore, this news account tends to favor  Governo r  W a r r e n ’s  

in terpretat ion of the resolut ion. The same is true o f the AP story,  

wh ich  appears in the cl ipping from the San  Franc isc o Chronic le  

on the fol lowing page. Hotethat its

1, Does give T a y l o r 1s argument that Amer ican Japanes e in the  

army are r isking their  lives for the Uni ted States.
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2. Tends to uphold the wskeleton board ” in terpretat io n by  

incorrect ly  stat ing that McFadden "refused to vo te . ”

The crowning illustration of misrepresentation of this even t,  

for which it would probably be unfair to blame the pr ess associations  

and even the Examiner, came in an editorial appearing in the  

Contra Costa Gazette of Martinex, California, for December 24, 1943,  

which stated:

Now comes Professor  Tay lor  as sponsor of a resolut i on be fore  
tltee State Board of Agr icul ture,  of wh ich  he is a h o ld-over  m e m �
ber as an Olsen appointee, s tat ing that agr icu l tura l  interests  
opposing return of the Japs to the state are actuat ed by  se l �
f ish  mot ives because the slant-eyed sons of Nippon are "nasty  
compet i tors" as he put it* He ev ident ly  has forgot t en that these  
people were removed from the coast because of the e spionage and  
sabotage in whichl t  was believed uaps might engage.  He is a d �
vocat ing a pol icy that bet ter  be left th the federal  government.

^ould the misconst rua l  of the resolut ion be more co mplete?

The Satate Board of agr icul ture rescinded this reso lut ion

in a meeting held January 17, 1944, in the fo l lowing language:

WHEREAS this board bel ieves that Quest ions of po l ic y  such a*  
expressed the resolut ion adopted at the previous me et ing of this  
board re lat ive to the return of Japanese evacuees n ot be passed  
upon by  less than a major i t y  of the whole  board, an d

WHEREAS, there is serious doubt that the said resolu t ion would  
have been  passed had a major i t y  of the board been p resent to  
vote, and

WHEREAS, it is th© sense of this meet ing of the board  that said  
previous resolut ion was unt imely  and susceptible of  m is in te rp re �
tat ion of the views of Cal i fo rn ia  Agr icu l ture in re lat ion to a  
problem that is both mi l i ta ry  and nat ional  in hharact er:

NOW? THEREFORE , BE IT RESOLVED that said act ion is  hereby  
rescinded.

This strange act ion of the board was repor ted w i t h  varying

degrees of accuracy.

The Sacramento Bee story stresses that five of the members of  

the board voted to rescind the resolut ion, whereas only three  voted  

to adopt it. It incorrect ly  states than on ly  five p ersons were presett  

when the resolut ion was adopted. It fai ls to report  that McFadden  

did not vote the first t ime because he was chairman , but wa'id,a s3’yVi
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that he said that If he had voted he would have bee n for It.

The Bee story repor ted That McFadden "told the boar d he bel ieves in tfe  

principles of the Taylor  resolut ion, but would  vote  to rescind it."

In v iew of M c F a d d e n ’s pecul iar  posi t io  n on the mat ter, it is rather  

misleading to make general izat ions that proc la im th e former resolut ion  

a minor i ty  resolut ion, and the second one a major i t y  resolution.

If McFadden had voted according to his convict ions,  the *?ote would  

have been the same each time. However, the story do es iake this  

unwar ran ted  general izat ion:

The five members who voted to repudiate the December  20th  a c �
t ion const i tute a major i ty  of the nine member board .. .
The passage of the Taylor resolu t ion last month  was  brought  
about b y  the fact only five members of the board we re present.  
Armstrong was the lone opponent. Chai rman McFadden dec l ined  

to vote.

Uni ted Press, in Its story on the second reso lu t ion  rescinding  

the first, wh ich  appeared In the Berke ley  Gazet te  J anuary  19, 1944,  

repeated its original error that on ly  five were pre sent when  

the f irst reso lu t ion was adopted, and falsflty repo rted that  

"Warren later ousted Taylor  f rom the board. " It quot es the  

second resolut ion as saying that the or ig ina l  resol ut ion was  

"unt imely  and suscept ible of mis in terpre ta t ion of t he views of  

Cal i fornia agr icul ture in re lat ion to a problem tha t is both  

mi l i ta ry  and nat ional",  but does not return to the or ig inal  r e s �

o lu t ion to find that it too dec lared the problem was mil i tary.

That was the whole point of the or iginal  resolut ion -- that  the  

problem was mi l i ta ry  only.

This has been a ra ther  deta i led examinat ion of a small  

segment of the press t reatment of the overal l  Japan ese-Amer idan  

problem. However, it is a clearcut example of how a  press that is  

careless or prejudiced, or perhaps bo th  at once, ca n twist an  

occurence around ufctil it is almost unrecognizable.  Af ter  the press
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Board of Agr icu l ture resolut ion of December  20, the average newspaper  

reader  probably had in his mind a vague Impress ion that a minor i ty  of  

the board passed a reso lu t ion that interfered w i th  t he author i ty  of  

the mi l i ta ry  in dea l ing w i th  the Japanese quest ion in some way, and  

that a major i ty  of the board had latfer resc inded t his i l l -advised  

action. I other words, the in terpretat ion put upon the resolut ion  

b y  Governor  War ren  was hhe one that hi t  the reader  in the eye, and  

stuck in his mind, in all probabi l i ty*  Of course it was the  

4ob of the press to report  what War ren  said about t he resolut ion,  

but it was not the job of the press to support his i n terpretat ion  

through misrepresent ing the number  present when the  reso lu t ion  

was passed, leaving McFadcien* s stand confused, an d own it t ing or  

confusing the reason for passing the resolut ion. Th erefore, the  

repor t ing of the Taylor  resolut ion b»y  the Cal i forn ia press must  

be cal led a fa i lure by any standard having regard t o the funct ion  

of the press as a medium for informing the electora te on publ ic

i ssues«



APPENDIX

Papers Studied

WEEKLIES

Davis En te rp r i se— all 1S43 issues  
Gi l roy  Advoca te—  n n n
Mai l  of Woodland n * *

NGN*METROPOLITAN DAILIES

Eakersfield Californian-»May and June Issues, 1943.
Aadera Dai ly  Tr ibune and Mercu ry— Febl, June, duly,  and Aug. issues,1943  
Marysv i l le  Appea l -Democrat— Jun e , Ju ly  ^nd Nov. issu es,
Eed Bluf f  Da i l y  News and limes Sent ine lS-June and J u ly  Issues, 1943.
San  J 0se Mercury -Hera ld— May and June issues, 1943.
St. Helena S ta r— June, Ju ly  and Aug* Issues, 1943*
Stockton Record— June issues, 1943*
Visal ia T imea-Del ta— June issues, 1943*

METROPOLITAN DAILIES

Los Angeles T imes— all stories on Dies sub-commit tee  invest igat ions
in f i les of pub l ic i ty  chai rman of Pacif ic ^oast  
Commit tee on Amer ican Pr inc ip les and Pa i r  Play*

San Diego Un ion— M a y  issues, 1943. .
San Franc isco Chron ic le— scattered Issues for Novemb er, and December,

1943, and January  and February, 1944.
San Franc isco Examine r— June issues, 1943; scattered  Issues for  Nov�

ember and December,  1943; and January and  
February,  1944*

OTHER PAPERS MENTIONED

Contra Costa Gazette {  
Pasadena Post )  
Pasadena Star-News (  
Santa Rosa Press-Democrat }  
Val le jo T imes-HeraId {  
Los Angeles D a i ly  News

var ious edi tor ials and columns
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STORIES OK THE TAYUOR RESOLUTION APPEARING DECEMBER 21

See pp* 56-57

San F ranqisGoBgam iner

EXAMINER BUREAU, SACRAMENTO, Dec. 20 — A f t e r  bi t ter  c ontroversy,  
the state board of agr icul ture todya adopted a reso lut ion  
declar ing, in effect, that Japanese-Amer leans must  not be e x �
cluded from agr icul ture in the state af ter  the w a r ’ s close.
One board member heated ly  at tacked the measure, and  two others  
d id  not vote. Three were absent*

James F. Armstrong, Eos Angeles member  of the board , a t tacking  
the measure, de&lared that if the reso lu t ion were pa ssed  
"people w i l l  say It wou ld  be bet ter  if the Governor  k icked out  
the board . ” He charged that the board was going far  af ie ld  
in inter ject ing i tsel f  into such a controversy, and  expal ined  
he did  not feel  that he knew enough about the situa tion.
A.J. McFad&en of Santa Ana, in Orange bounty, said he did not  
vote because, as chai rman of the board, it was cust omary for  h i m  
not  to vote except in case of a tie.

Three board members, W*B* Parker of Berkeley, John B. Watson of  
Petaluma and Do n  C. Bul l  of Marysvi l le,  ware not in  attendance,  
¿he resolut ion was presented b y  Paul S. T a y l o r , Un ive rs i ty  of  
Califoraiia p re fedsor  and Berkeley member, and seco nded by  
Stewart Meigs, Carpentar ia  member. In addi t ion  to t hese two,  
M s *  Grace McDonald  of Ban J se voted for the measur e.

��� �

"The Cal i fornia State Board  of Agr i cu l tu re ” , the re solut ion  
said, in part, "wil l  use its inf luence to assure th at rac ia l  
prejudice shal l  not jeopardize the lawful par t ic ipa t ion of this  
group (persons of Japanese ancestry)  or any other g roup in the  
agr icul tura l  l ife and industry of the state*

Berkeley Gazette

Sacramento, Dec. 21 (UP)--^ov. Ear l  War ren  today de nounced a  
reso lu t ion  adopted by  the State Board of Agr icu l tur e favor ing  
return of Japanese to Cal i forn ia  as soon as mi l i tar y  condit ions  
permit  as an attempt by  holdover members of the boa rd to cause  
strife in Ca l i f o rn ia .

The resolut ion, proposed by Dr* Paul Taylor, profes sor of eeonom  
ics at the Un ive rs i t y  of Cal i fornia,  was approved b y  three m e m �
bers of the board of f ive present. The board consis ts of nine  
members .

Asked h 5s ap in ion of the resolut ion,  Warren said, "it was ju st  
a case of three holdovers on the board taking advant age of a  
skeletonized meet ing to kick up  some dust and try t o cause some  
strife in Cal i forn ia instead of he lp ing in a war  in  which our  
boys are f ight ing and dy ing every  day.

The reso lu t ion declared that the board "wil l  use it s influence  
to assure that race prejudice shal l  not jeopardize the lawful  
par t ic ipat ion of this (the Japanese) or any other g roup in the  
agr icu l tura l  life and industry of this state.



Return of the Japanese to Cal i forn ia was made condi t ional  on  
approval  by A rmy  off ic ials in the resolut ion. It was  submit ted  
b y  Grace McDonald of San J n se and Steward Meigs of Carpenter ia  
as well as Taylor. Al l  three were appointed by Gcv.  Culbert  
Olson. James Armstrong of Los Angeles voted no and W.L. Smi th  
of But tonwi l low did not v o t e ...... .  .

Tay lor  issued a statement in support of his resolut i on saying Jap  
anese-Americans f ight ing in Italy are "entitled-rvi o a publ ic  
recogni t ion  that the exclusion of people of their  a ncestry  
r sts on no ground other than mi l i ta ry  necessity.

He said that accusat ions have been  made against Cal i fornia  
agr icu l tura l  interests charging that demands for pe rmanent  
exclus ion of «Japanese have been made for the purpo se of exc lud�
ing economic competit ion.

San Franc isco Chronic le

Sacramento * Dec, 20 (AF)--The State Board of Agricul ture  
today, a f ter  a heated controversy, passed a resolu t ion which,  
in e f f ec t , declares that Japanese Amer icans should not be barred  
from the agr icu l tura l  life of Ca l i forn ia  after mi l i ta ry  au th �
or i t lasapprove their  return.

Presented bjr Professor Paul S. Tay lor  of the Unive rs i ty  o fCal i f �
ornia, Berke ley  member of the board, the mot ion  was  seconded by  
Stewart  Meigs, Carpentar ia  member. Taylor stated;

"There are many  agr icu l tura l  interests who were opp osed to Jap-  
anese-Awjerleans b e m u s e  they were nasty  competi tors . Do we want  
to be in the pos i t ion of barr ing these compet i tors on grounds  
of race pre jud ice?”

{Resolut ion g iven in full.)

A.J. McFadden, board chairman, d id not vote, nor d i d W.L. Smith,  
Buttonwi l low. Three board m e m b e r s . . .were absent. Mc Fadden said  
dur ing the d iscussion of the resolut ion:

" I ’m convinced the truth is not in the Jpanese, fro m all my  
deal ings w i th  them, but I d o n ’t bel ieve we can affo rd to a b �
r idge the const i tut ional  r ights of any racia l  group  and if I  
voted I thin& I would be f oreth'e resolut ion". . . . .
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The importance of the War Relocation Authority  

lies in the fact that although it is dealing with  

only a small minority of the population it is  

watched closely by many persons with a variety of  

motives: the enemy governments which might use any  

slip as an excuse for otherwise unwarranted act-  

ivities, the overly cautious Americans who favor  

military administration of the relocation centers,  

and the Americans who consider this work as a test  

case of the."democracy" of the United States and  

urge equal treatment and opportunities for all  

Americans, regardless of race or color. Each <f  

these groups brings pressure to bear on the Authority  

and shapes it's policy in one way or another.

Created to care for persons excluded from certain  

restricted areas along the Pacific, Atlantic and Gulf  

Coast s,1 the War Relocation Authority has by the nature  

of its duties, the immediate necessity for action and  

the newness of the organization encountered numerou s  

seemingly unsurmount able problems. They include the  

following:

1. The creation of effective and fair mach�

inery and administration for the removal  

from given areas of persons deemed danger-
��� �

ous to the national security."“

2. The provision for means to care for  

property owned by the evacuees.^



3. The location and development of centers  

to which the evacuees could be moved with  

the cooperation of the War Department.^

4* The segregation of the nisei from the issei  

in the centers so that it would not be  

necessary to police and punish an entire  

area for the activities of a few.5

5. The establishment of sound economic,  

social andpsychological practices within  

the centers. This phase of the problem  

would include the creation of medical and  

educational facilities.

6. The struggle against prejudice caused by  

the insecurity of war, the previous econ�

omic competition, the race differences,  

and hatred caused by presence of enemy  

nationals. This attitude is indicated by  

a generally hostile treatment of events by  

the press, restrictive legislation, and  

numerous investigation committees.^

Faced at first with necessity for restricting the  

activities of people considered dangerous to our na tional  

security and later with the provisions for their relo�

cation, maintenance and supervision, President Roosevelt  

soon created a new agency to carry out these service s  

since the military was faced with a manpower shortage



and vastly increased duties, both due to the declar�

ation of war. Therefore, on March 18, 1942, the War  

Relocation -Authority was created within the Office of  

Emergency Management by Executive Order 9102*7 Under  

this order the President appointed a director who is  

to keep him informed as to his progress in carrying  

out the order. His office is in Washington D.C., and  

he is assisted by a Deputy Director and staff in  

Washington, which is organized under the eight divisions  

of reports, administrative management, office of so licitor,  

relocation planning, relocation assistance, committee  

services, employment, and agriculture and engineeri ng.?

Some of the specific duties of the Director of  

the War Relocation Authority include the accomplishment  

of the evacuation of all not removed by the War Depart�

ment or appropriate military commander, the provision  

for the relocation of the evacuees, and the supervision  

of their activities. He may find employment for such  

persons under certain conditions, cooperate with any  

government agency, issue any regulations necessary to  

carry out the program, and delegate any authority he  

feels is essential. In short, he is the chief admin�

istrator of this work. He consults with the War Man�

power Commission on employment 'problems, cooperates  

with the Alien Property Commission to formulate policies  

of management of alien property, and regularly com�

municates with other administrative departments in
Q

Washington D . C .y



This central authority is represented in the field  

by three Assistant Directors of Authority who operate  

out of Little Rock, Denver and San Francisco, and are  

responsible for helping the Director in inspection and  

supervision of relocation centers and represent the  

Director in contacts with other government agencies and ‘ 

the public. Each Assistant Director has from one to  

three principal assistants and o snail clerical sta ff.

Each of the relocation centers, of which there  

are eleven, is administered by a project director w ho 

is responsible for supervising:all the activities withi n 

the center and for cooperating with the military police  

on the exterior patrol of the center. Each director  

is provided with a staff of from 150 to 200 non-evacuee  

assistants. Top positions in all branches of the com�

munity and project administration are occupied by these  

civil service employees, but many occupations are h eld  

by the confined Japanese Americans who are: paid a sm all  

salary for their work. Each project director is respons  

ible to the Director of the Authority, and is given th e 

authority to expend and account for government funds,  

employ necessary personnel under the civil service, and  

to purchase and use necessary supplies and equipment.

He is in full control of the center under the Authority  

and the general laws and regulations of government ser�

vice.

Management of the property of evacuees is performed



by the property office of the War Relocation Authority  

in San Francisco, Los Angeles and Seattle, under the  

direction of the Relocation Assistance Division in  

Washington! '

To aid in supporting the relocation centers  

economically, to assist in manpower shortage areas,  

and to occupy the time of the relocated people, a  

series of field offices has been created under the  

direction of the Employment ;Bivision of "Washington  

to help relocate evacuees outside the center and to  

maintain contact withthose on leave. Over forty  

branches of this office have been established mostly  

in the inter-mount-a in area. Leaves to assist in h ar�

vesting crops are carefully arranged after investigations  

and study of the person leaving the center, and a ca re�

ful analysis of the community to which the person is  

going to see that he will be acce pted.10

The War Relocation Authority is responsible hot

only for the relocation of the Japanese Americans but

also for other individuals who have been excluded fro m 
. ]]

military areas. The concentration of a large number  

of Japanese on the Pacific coast, the possibility of  

a Japanese invasion and the threat of infiltration c f  

Japanese agents resulted in the mass evacuation of  

more than 110,000 Japanese and Japanese Americans  

from this area in the spring and summer of 1942— a  

job which has become fine major concern of the War  

Relocation Authority.1^



As originally planned, their presence in coastal areas  

was considered a threat, but away from those areas.  

their activities need not be restricted * Subsequent  

events have indicated that fear of economic competi tion,  

and race hatred are greatly hindering this relative  

•freedom* After temporary residence in assembly cente rs  

managed by the array, these people are now quartered for  

the most part in the ten relocation centers establishe d 

by the War Relocation Authority on Federal land in  

western and south central United States.

Since the War Relocation Anther ity must work  

closely with the War Department., and since their dutie s 

might conflict, it was necessary to carefully outline  

their duties. Executive Order 9102 provides that the

IRA shall not evacuate any persons from military areas  

designated by Executive Order 9066 o f ‘February 19, 19 42,  

without prior approval of the Secretary of War or the  

appropriate military commander. The statement of the  

Director of War Mobilization included in the president’s  

message to the Senate on September 14, 1943 on the  

segregation of the loyal and disloyal Japanese Amer icans  

contains a clear distinction between the control of these  

two agencies. He points out that the War Dept, is  

responsible for the evacuation of the Japanese American s,  

for the establishment and administration of tempora ry  

assembly centers where the evacuees c ould be quartered

until relocation centers were built, for the construe-



t ion  of basic lion sing and fac i l i t ies at the re loc at ion  

center sites, for the t ranspor tat ion of the evacuee s  

f r om the.assembly centers to the re locat ion centers ,  

and for the rov is ion  of a mi l i ta ry  guard around the  

exter ior  boundar ies of the ret ocat ion centers. The  

WRA, meanwhi le,  is to select re locat ion sites w i th  the  

approval  of the War Dept., and to assume full respons i �

b i l i t y  for  the management  of the re locat ion centers  and  

the evacuees once del ivered by the army to the re lo cat ion  

center. ^

T h e 'structure of the admin is t ra t ion ' for  removing  

evacuees hav ing been outl ined, the next cons iderat i on  

is of the actual events wh ich  occurred dur ing the

evacuation. Throughout  March, 1942, the Japanese  

Amer icans were  encouraged to move  out of the mi l i ta ry  

area and reset t le  inland. Man y  of them evacuated at  

this t ime and have not been assigned to re locat ion  

areas, others who evacuated at this t ime were  later  

assigned to re locat ion centers because they had not  

moved far enough and were included w i th in  the mi l i t a ry  

zone #2. Man y  of the inland communit ies objected to  

this sudden immigration, however, to such an extent  

that on March  27, 1942, an order was issued by the  

Weste rn  Defense Oom'and proh ib i t ing fur ther  migra t i on  

from: mi lit ary zone 1-1. Qn Apr i l  7, 1942, the Di rector  

of the W R A  and other /government of f ic ials met  in S al t  

Lake .City to >|iscuss plans for relocation. The WR A 

proposed three plans whereby  the evacuees wou ld  l iv e



in government operated centers, but would be free to

work in various occupations to support themselves.

These plans were opposed strongly and the governors

of the states present suggested complete military

control of the evacuees, fhe evacuees were then

moved by the army to relocation centers, which

were hastily assembled and set up. Uncertainty

at to the future, lack of means with which to occupy

their time,: unorganized administration and numerous

other causes worked together to make life in these

centers dissatisfying. Minor uprisings such as at

Poston in November, 1942, at Manzanar in December, 1942

and at Tule Lake in November, 1943, resulted in adver se

14
publicity and investigations.

As a result of the two early nincidents” the  

Senate passed Resolution 166 on July 7, 1943, requesting  

the president to direct the ,/RA to segregate disloyal  

persons from loyal and to direct the appropriate agency  

of the government to issue a statement on the conditio ns  

in the relocation centers and the future plans. On  

September 14, 1943, the President delivered a message  

on this subject, saying that both requests had been  

carried out. Prior to this time the Senate had con�

ducted hearings before a subcommittee of the Commit tee  

on Military Affairs on Senate Bill 444, which proposed  

a transfer of certain functions of the ..'¿LA to the  War  

Dept. Dillon S. Myer, the Director of the WRA, certain



residents of Arizona near Poston, and representatives  

from the War Dept, were interviewed by this committee.

All three bodies agreed that a change in the administrati on

f r om the W R A  to the War  Dept, wou ld  not improve exi st ing  

c o n d i t i o n s . ^ T h i s  invest igat ion was conducted in the  last  

part of January, February and March, 19A3«

On September 30, 1943, a special  committee of three  

on Un-Amer ican ac t i v i t i es ,headed by  John M. Costel l o of  

California, repor ted on its invest igat ion into the ad �

min is t râ t  idn of the War- Re loca t ion  Centers. A  maj or i t y  

of the commit tee agreed that the admin is t ra t ion was  weah,

al though they made no construct ive suggestions, wh i le  

the th i rd member, He rman  P. Eberharter,  d isagreed c om-

. ■ I f.
plete ly  w i t h  their  decision.

N u m e r o u s .invest igat ions of the WRA, led by Clair

Engle of Ca l i fo rn ia  and others, were conducted afte r
inabi l i ty  to th ink clearly,  

the Tuie Lake Inc ident  f rom November  1-4* Emot ion/

and opposi t ion after this event and the recent an �

nouncement of Japanese treatment of pr isoners have again  

increased the d i f f icu l ty  of f inding a favorable sol ut ion  

to this p rob lem of the Japanese Amer icans on the Pa ci f ic

Coa s t ,
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CHRONOLOGY OH EVACI¡Ail ��� ���� 	���������� ����
January 1942 « December 1943

Jan» 29, 1942 - First order by Attorney General Bid�
dle establishing restricted areas  
along the west coast and regulating  
movembents of enemy aliens therin.  
Subsequent orders issued Jan# 31,
Feb. 2, 4, 5, 7

Feb# 13, 1942 - Letter ot the President from the
Pacific Coast congressional dele�
gation recommending evacuatio from  
strategic areas of all of Japanese  
ancestry, and others, both aliens  
and citizens, whose presence might  
jeopardize or hinder the nation’s  
war. effort.

Feb# 19, 1942 - Executive order of the President
authorizing the Secretary of War or  
designated military commanders to  
prescribe military areas from which  
any or all persons may be excluded,  
or in which their movements may be  
restricted. Period of voluntary,  
evacuation begins.

Feb. 21, 1942 - Hearing of House Committee on Nat�
ional Defense Migration (Tolan  
Committee) begun on Pacific Coast  
with regard to problems involr ed  
in dealing with enemy aliens and  
others living in that area.

Feb# 23, 1942 - Telegram from Tolan Coromittee to
the President, cabinet members and  
Congressional leaders urging est�
ablishment of the Regional Office of  
Alien Property in the Pacific Coast  
ar ea.

March 2, 1942 - Proclamation by Lt. Gen. J.L. DeWitt,
Commanding General of the Western  
Defense Command and Fourth Army, de�
signating military areas in the states  
of Washington, Oregon, California and  
Arizona, from which certain persons  
or classes of persons might be excluded.



March � , 1942

#

- Federal Reserve Rank , acting as  
an agent of the-lireasury Department,  
assists evacuees in disposing of  
property. -Federal Security Admin,  
later took over this function.

Mar. 14, 1942 - Wartime Civil Control Administration  
established as agency of the War  
Defense Council under Col. Bendetsen  
to have direct supervision of the  
evacuation program.

■ Mar, IS, 1942 - Executive Order 9102 issued by Pres.  
Roosevelt creating the W.R.A. to  
form and carry out program for a  
planned and orderly relocation of  
persons evacuated from military areas,  
Milton S. Eisenhower - director.

Mar. 19, 1942 ■ - Telegrams by Tolan Committee to � � �

Western Governors to determine atti�
tude of States toward receiving  
evacuees(all but one unfavorable).

M a r , 21, 1942 * - Enactment of Congressional legislation  
(HR 6756) penalizing persons viol�
ating orde s as to entering, remain-

$
Mar. 23, 1942 -

ing in or leaving military areas.

- Movement of first contingent of  
Japanese evacuees. � � � �  volunteers  
from Los Angeles to Manzanar to  
prepare are fcr � � � �  more.

Mar. 23, 1942 - • Civilian Exclusion Order � �  issued  
by Lt. Gen. J.L. DeWitt removing  
all Japanese from Bainbridge IaLand  
near Seattle Tefore March � � , 1942.

Mar. 27, 1942 ~ • Japanese, Italians and Germans put  
under curfew law. Possession of"  
equipment dangerous in a military  
area forbidden.

Mar. 27, 1942 - Further voluntary evacuation from  
Military Area #1 by Japanese pro�
hibited by Lt. Gen. DeWitt.

Mar. 30, 1942 - 3000 Japanese ordered to move from  
Terminal Island near Los Angeles  
to Santa Anita center.

%



April 2, 1942 - Eisenhower announces meeting to
be held in Salt Lake City on April  
7, and a five point program for the  
employment of evacuees*

April 7, 1942 - Meeting, conducted by War Relocation
Authority at Salt Lake City and attend�
ed by ten western governors or rep�
resentatives and other state and  
federal officials. Opposed five  
point program.

June 17, 1942 - Dillon S. Myer appointed national
director of the War Relocation  
Authority.

July 20, 1942 - War Relocation Authority policy
adopted under which American born  
evacuees who had never visited Japan  
could leave relocation centers for  
private employment.

July 25 j � � � �  - Rational Defense Appropriation Act,
including #70,000,000 ibr the  
War Relocation Authority, a.gned  
by President Roosevelt.

Sept. 1, 1942 - Adoption of War Relocation Authority
policy on employment and compensation  
at relocation centers.

Oct, 1, 1942 - Mew leave regulations allow aliens
as well as citizens who meet certain  
requirements to reestablish themselves  
in private life.

Lov. � � , 1942 - rTPoston Incident :i - night attack on
evacuee resident at Colorado River  
Relocation Center. Ends Nov. 23.

Dec. 5 � 1942 - Night assault on evacuee resident at
Aanzanar begins "Manzanar Incident!f.

Dec. 15, 1942 - Announcement made of abolishment of
War Relocation Authority Regional  
offices and transfer of the San  
Prancisco staff to Washington and  
relocation centers.



January  20 - Ma rch  6

Senate: Commit tee on Mi l i ta ry  Affairs  
Hear ing  before subcommit tee on Senate  
Bil l  444, parts 1, 2 and 3*
Tes t imony of u.S. Mye r  and residents  
near Phoenix, Ar izona

Ju ly  6 - Senate Reso lu t ion 166 passed.
Suggested segregation of loyal and  
disloyal Japanese H e r  loans, and  
statement of future policy of WRA,

September  14-
President  ?s message on sR 166* States,  
that requests  accomplished, includes  
statement f rom Director  of War  
Mobi l i za t ion  on act iv i t ies of WRA,

September 30 -
Dies committee begins investigation  
of War Relocation Authority Administration.

November  1 - 4
ru le  Lake Incident.

November  ��-
D i l lon S. Myers  defends WRA against  
charges made by  newspapers and  
organizat ions as resul t  of rule  
Lake incident.
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