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X*9 Hoda
Some Thoughts o t  a Santa Anitan on Heading

^mOVXKa TUE WEST-coast  j /^ akese ”
By Carey McWilliams*

One making several visits to Santa Anita, talking t o the Cau- 
caualan administrators and making a hurried survey of tne grounds 
during tile latter part of May and the month -of Ji imf̂ nould probably 
write as Ha*, McWilliams has written. Camp life is continually char- 
ging with orders being mad© and rescinded overnight , so that what 
seems to be the condition and trend at one time may  be suddenly 
ehangal. Mr, Met 1111 ams traces the history of the  evacuation, gives 
his impressions of the assembly centers using Santa  Anita and Pomo�
na as typical assembly centerf, and discusses the b ackground of 

reasons f or evacuation, the c o neequ on cos of th e evacuation and
the future of Japanese � unerica.

In describing nan ta Anita Mr, McWilliams says, *Sant& Anita- 
has  ̂almost every tiling that any California, city of comparable ©iso 
would have ..... “ True, what might be called a hos pital, fire
dept,, a canteen, workshops, library, a school and etc., are at 
Santa Anita, but he doesn!t describe their limitati ons nor does he 
tell how they are managed with Caucasian administra tors a t the 
head of each dept, with authority from the 3, F, of fice and who 
are not dependent en center residents for making of  administrative 
policy, Mor can, the author tell, it he knew, about  the provisions 
being carried home by administrators. The latter pr actice has, 
however, very recently been stopped with the forbid ding of cars of 
workers on the camp grounds.

The food was good toward the end of my stay but the  first two 
months before the camouflage workers staged a strik e the food was

hoor* Ho mi 1 k. ex cep t for children, not much ve getables &pd 
entirely too much starch, it was not uncommon to ha ve lima beans, 
manned, potatoes-, a small piece of meat, and bread  all at one meal, 
Contrary to the statement in the article each unit does tot have 
running water, At Anita in the stable area there we re four
outside faucets for each barrack, an average of one  faucet for six 
units, and in the new barrack area not even each ba rrack had an

ststement ** Every adult in Santa Anita has a 
ipb should .nave the fiuall if cation that there wo re Job openings 
i though very limited, and much of the ûXt o  only camouflage work) 
for t*ll who wanted to work. -On© difficulty was th at every capable 
and qualified adult was not gainfully employed. It is not wknown 
just where the blame oheuld be placed, but for some  time Individuals 
were intimidated Into accepting camouflage work wit h talk of black-~ 
listing and disqualification from all other- types of camp work.

. .....  & measure of self-government has been provided* an d
the utmost good feeling prevails between camp resid ents and- the 
management., This and other parts of the article gi ve the lia ores- 
slon txat we have true representation of center res idents. It is 
far from toe truth. Articles which ppppared in the Bacemaker

* Hapors Magazine for September 1942, p ���� - ���,



camp newspaper, will oh is completely censored by t he authori�
ties) and the reports to residents prior to July te nded to create 
the Impression that self-govera: � ent was being worked out. But how 
could democracy be practiced where assemblage la de nied and the 
only camp paper is completely controlled? At Santa Anita the elec�
tion ��� �	 sec - .loiml representatives ������ formation of a council 
all came to nought when the council was dissolved J ust as soon as 
they met unofficially with residents in a discussio n of camp prob�
lems. Administrative order no, 13 made it practical ly Impossible 
to have any meeting for any purpose whatever and ca mp" administra�
tors wanted to interpret � meeting as even two people getting to�
gether for any purpose whatever. The mounting feeli ng, caused by 
restrictive measurers as the banning of all Japanes e phonograph 
records and Japanese literature, excepting certain religious books, 
came to a head in a riot on August 4th, ��� immediate cause of the 
riot m s  a general search of all barracks. The searc h was conducted 
very poorly and Indiscreetly and ostensibly> as it later developed, 
for liquor snuggled in by Caucasian camp workers an d sold to resi�
dents at a high price,

As a consequence or aftermath of the riot the statu s of self- 
government was clarified with the announcement that  no self-govern�
ment was to be allowed in assembly centers, but tha t the center man�
ager Cdii appoint a body to servo at his pleasure i n a purely advi�
sory capacity. To date, Sept. 3rd, no such body was  even being form�
ed at Santa Anita, wxilch may indicate that the a&m inistrators want 
no such assistance from center residents, or that t hey
think it inadvisable to organize such a body becaus e of the reloca�
tion of center residents, Usually a person- with an y grievance or 
suggestion for improving conditions was given a run  around amon£ 
different dept, heads or else stalled off with v\ .. .. orders from 
San ?rancisco" or *3an Francisco hasn’t replied,11

*Good feeling M does not prevail between ado, and r esidents at 
Santa-Anita, If by ‘-good Reeling*1 is meant real u nder standing and 
cooperation in the solving of camp problems, rather  than just tol�
eration of ea.cn other, In sty opinion tills lack o f harmony is the 
reason for such outbreaks as the sit-down strikes o f various camp 
labor crews, including the camouflage workers, and the riot. Ad— 
mini � tr&tore at bantu. Anita seemed almost to fear to le t the resi�
dents have even a tiny bit of say in forming admini strative policy.

After admitting searchlights, barbed wire, aitsod g uards, roll 
call dally and at least at the Pomona camp � was able to verify 
the fact that there is a military censorship on out going and incom�
ing mail, Mr. MckilUams says Hh is  description may s ound perilous�
ly like a-concentration camp. But the internal poli cing is all 
provided by the Japanese themselves,H Policing, in actual fact, 
was �����  provided by the Japanese themselves in Santa .Anit a. The 
fiQ— oalj.ed auxiliary policemen composed, of A is si took all their ordsus 
f«um the Interior Security Police, which was com oe ed entirely of 
Caucasl'-ms. About the first week in July the Japan ese suxlliap? 
po 11 demon pult as a body because as some of them have said they* 
were ±ta tired of being Just shoved around, always given the dirty 
work and were not satisfied with the* A3 salary in comparison to 
the 112 received by even 16 year old girls on the c amouflage pro- 
©ct. (This was the salary camouflage workers receiv ed after their strike)
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M3% McWilliams summarizes the attitude of the evacu ees In the 
words, uThere is discouragement, bafflement, and cy nicism; but one 
can note � ��  high spirits, gaiety and much admirable fortitude. "
^  taeae adjectives on© slight add the plain "what1 s-the—us© attl*- 
tude? tiiat aooms to be so prevalent among Issei an d H ied  alike.

*Tkere la undeniably a serious morale problem; ther e is also 
an mderourre&l of resentment � �  Right. Because most of us are* 
undisciplined ixdividuals, we are incapable of alwa ys acting intelll- 
gently and with nigh ideal a when the established e conomic system 
to which we have accustomed ourselves 1 s knocked o ut from under ue 
gij � � � � � �  uprooted and made to face a totally different life  in 
the relatively densely populated barrack existence in the centers»
��� clearly noticeable trend is the decrease in the im portance of 
family life* With the decrease in the control by th e finally head 
delinquency increases. Parents notice the differenc e yet feel help- 
less to do very much about it* Some parents have no ticed a change 
in their own attitude toward indifference to others  and a feeling 
of helplessness. In the face of the uncertain times ..

Some people at times openly express their unfriendl y feelings 
toward Caucasian administrators or tills country. T here are some 
who admittedly want to see the Axis win. this war a nd many others 
who are like the Legionnaires In their expressions of the desire 
that the Allies win. it ���� t o m ©  that the great �������	� of the 
people see this as a tragedy and cannot truthfully wish for either 
side to win a military victory. This great majority  only wish for 
peace but pernaps can't visualise how their wish wo uld be attained.

After more study Mr, McWilliams says with more ������������
than could that regarding tue economic consequences  of the ©vacua— 
tion that the removal of Japanese does not have as large a conse�
quence as might be at first expected. Nevertheless: , even if the 
crops raised, by idle Japanese could just as well b e raised without' 
vhem it must be admittod that the evacuation is -a drain, on the man— 
power, while at the same time increasing, greatly t he number of ind�
ividuals who arc only food consumers and not produc ers of food..

that of the future? To me as to the author, "it is difficult 
to imagine the Japanese drifting back after the war  to their form�
er points of concentration'4. "California Is rapidl y locking the 
doors behind the departing.dapaneso**. The relocati on projects are 
perm&uent in character and once settled down, the e vacuees will 
probably not want to pull up stakes again to return  to former places 
of residence, After tue war the dispersion of the - Japanese from 
relocation areas among the general population will probably be a 
vary slow process*

I In the long, run tlx© Japanese will probably prof it by the psin- 
fux a �� die tree sing experience." Evidence at santa Anita  seemed 
to point toward degeneration rather tiran improveme nt in the charac�
ter and attitude of the people, First of all they c ame without 
their own choosing and there Is something a bit dem oralising about 
having food ató saelter provided without actually h aving to struggle 

i « 0*??-! ��� ��� 1 %  ^Williams ��� � not trJ to tell just how the Japan-
f 2? ^JyT pr^ if +ln loilg run * But to ne it. scene rather sms-  
less to say that the imposed upsetting of the social structure and
relocation to a new place to start from scratch is beneficial unless



11 "b e admitted thatthe environment from whi eh �acue© s came was  
so poor that nothlug would do but to start completely over agite.

*They bad not made a ¿satisfactory adjustment to Am erican life  
prior to December 7th; and through the unforeseen exigencies of the 
war it is possible thatthey can win for themselves a fa r- more sat�
isfactory position in /uher-icen life than they have ��joyed in the  
past,*4 It is not impossible but it is far less proSIe that the 
Japanese shall make a better adjustment to American life when 
completely segregated taan in their former relation ship with the 
American communities. Mr. McWilliams here says th&f csom ©thing fa�
vorable just might happen as �� result of the illogical, step.

Part of the success of the undertaking depends upon  the degree 
of freedom of action granted lire fiU in meeting this uni true situa�
tion and Provided the majority of the American peop le will insist 
upon fair-treatment of the Japanese and not succumb to c l analogues 
and race-baiters,** But we have gone perilously 1 n al

than of their lineage and without hearing ofIndivid ual "cases.

If* as a consequence of evacuation, the Japanese pe ople can

may help or tend to prevent the attainment of desir ed ends but in 
the last onlyels much of the responsibility rests u pon the people 
involved to live toward tie attnlnment of the ideal  community.

What should be tie boverneent* s part in this progr am? Cer�
tainly as it is now doing it mustnrovide the skelet on physical 
environment. But what of formation of camp policy a nd of camp man�
agement? Here as Mr. McWilliams ���� ^The success or failure of the 
undertaking largely depends upon how thoroughly, in  the words of the 
Telan Committee report, the whole problem can. be interpreted to 
The American people so as to w in  for the Par Relocation Authority 
the Indispensable freedom of action which it must h ave in dealing 
With the problem  � The need is not that the government should take 
over much of the responsibility, but thatthe people might be helped 
or guided to help themselves,^ ^

A serious criticism of Japanese, in general is thatthey are 
inclined to be jealous and quarrelsome amongst then solves - Inclined 
to be destructive rather than constructive. There is no generally 
recognized leadership provided by any one body. The  JACL has a poor 
reputation amongst many and the church includes but  a small pro�
portion of the population. If the .Japanese can put  aside pettiness 
and work for the common good of their own community  and all the 
larger aggregates of peoples, then this evacuation might be afford�
ing a unique opportunity in cooperative effort.

ready by the wholesale removal of people without
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Enroute from SAAC  
!»♦  Koda 9/3-6/19^2

*ept, 3, 1942
After a good night1s sleep in spite of the fact tha t bedding 

had to he shipped the day before, we awakened at 4: 30 this morning 
to the sound of people rushing about preparing for the trip to 
Wyoming. A line of people were already waiting to b e admitted to 
the enclosure surrounding Visitor1 s House and the Green Mess Hall 
when we (the Okas, Mas, Mr. Hashimoto and I) went t here at 6AM.
(Since the beginning of evacuation of M iG  the Green  Hess Hall had 
been reserved for evacuees from, the enter. We were  admitted single 
file and Interior Security Police merely asked us i f we had any 
government property in the luggage. Nearly every on e answered

at which the luggage was piled up by car number to which each 
was- assigned and trucked to the proper car. k � had a very excep— 
tional breakfast of fried potatoes, two pieces of b acon with two 
fried eggs, two biscuits, two teaspoons of sugar, n aif a grape�
fruit and on the table were butter, Jam, bread, mil k and coffee. 
Monitors lined us up single file after breakfast ac cording to num�
bers assigned to each family at the time of the ori ginal evacuation.
A check of numbers and names of people boarding eac h car, a recheck 
by the HP’s of the actual number on the train and a bout 8:30 we were 
waving our good byes to friend s, M r. Yoshi&a, the  would be evange�
list to save men1s souls, (see Pacemaker for about the end of July 
or first weeks of Aug.) blared forth with his trump et as the train 
started to move. The crowd of friends who had come to say good�
bye roared as Mr. loshida stood at the window of th e car in his 
soiled Salvation Army s M t  and projected his trumpet . An unappre�
ciative person in the crowd threw a soft boiled egg  In the general 
direction of Mr. Yoshida, but only smeared an innoc ent man in an 
adjacent window. People separated from friends with  farfewer tears 
th ajtat the original evacuation. They must be more  aeeu/touiecl .̂o 
moving and besides there was nothing but newly-made  friends bdéng 
left behind in housed having no sentimental value.

Shuttling and waiting in tae yards at Los Angeles c onsumed 
three hours, aw^pur train grew longer by 2 diners a nd a coach car 
tha^ras to serve as a diner. As we left L* A. for d inner we had 
a large meat ball, a plecr of boiled potato, butter  bread, canned 
com, spaghetti, milk or tea, fruit cocktail and two  cookies. There 
wasno silver rare or china— all plates, cups, spoons  and forks were 
of paper.

Good-bye beautiful orange and lemon groves, farm ho uses with 
hedges and rambling rose bushes, rows of truck cron s, and fields
being irrigated. It’s beginning to get warmer ....  Fullerton,
Covina, Riverside arid a half hour’s stop at San Be rnardino made it 
3:45 PM. An army encampment had signs about every 3 0 yards intervals 
along the wire fence - - Life in Danger, Keep Out’1 ,

A list of ipspLes to govern our conduct during our train ride 
was given to us car monitors by the train monitor: rtl. U n d o  we 
up to individual 2. No drinking 3. No gambling 4. K eep clean 5. No 
throwing from windows 6. No standing on platforms 7 .No getting off 
train 8. Purchase may be made by monitors accompani ed by MP 9.No 
telegrams 10. No visitors 11 /Rest stops will*be ma de 12. 9 o(clock 
lights out 13* Moves may be made between cars but b e backa t night. �
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Cajon Pass was mad© wi th. 2 engines and we rolled into Bar stow 
as dinner was being served. We ear monitors were to  actually have 
the privilege of getting off to "buy things for the  passengers in 
our car. Magazines, candy, towels, soap, and erayol as were hope�
fully ordered but the HP’s accompanying us monitors  gave us only 
about 10 menutes at the dandy counter in the depot.  There were 
many disappointments - we had expected toe much. Li ghts out at 
nun©«. • we x oil along a s wretch of track that se ems almost bumpy 
as most of us try to sleep in the coaches (There ar e two pullmans 
in tie train foxdnvalids andethers arranged for by the SAAC doctors. 
A squabble arises among tncfbe in the pullmans as t o who would get 
to sleep in the lower berth. The train commander se ttles the 
trouble by threatening to make the ^dieeatisfieds*1  sleep in the 
coach sitting up,'* ,

Midnight atNeedles with the two story hotel,.,. tim e for 
watering up the &ra.in. Most people only doze. Dese rt contry 
and we must have crossed the Colorado River unaware . Breakfast of. 
tasty pineapple juice, scrambled eggs, milkless mus h, fried pota�
toes, and toast as roiling hills of sagebrush and s crawny trees 
are framed by the window.

Winslow, Arizona at 2 PM finds us monitors buying u p all the 
newspapers, most of the magazines, candies and gum.  Not enough 
stuff to meet our demands nor did the MP!s give us enough time to 
look around. People on the train were allowed to ge t off the train 
to stretch but had to remain beside their car and H P’s watched.
More sagebrush, stony hills arid miniature Grand Ca nyons carved out 
by water. People in our car are pulling off the cus hions from 
their hooks to rearrange them into fairly respectab le improvised 
beds.

Starting about 4 PM we ran through th©canyon carved  by the 
Little Colorado river in Arizona. In different laye rs up the steep 
walls of Ike canyon could be seen vari-colored laye rs of'“rock and 
soil. Most of the boulders and shelf-like projectio ns on the banks 
are rounded by weathering. The reddish, very muddy river still 
proceeds to carve Its serpentine way through the so il deposited 
previously between the walls. Some Indian huts made  of shrubbery 
or logs or clay are Inhabited. Tiny tots in tattere d clothes (seemed 
to be manufactured cloth.) waved their greetings. G allup, New Hex,, 
a fair sized town, and Albuquerque at about eleven PM., Eaton on 
the northeastern border of New Hemdo at breakfast, then up over the 
continental divide (about TOGO feet) with four engi nes, a nd then 
the rolling hills and plains of Colorado successive ly were left be�
hind. Everone In my car slept well, because of the little 
S£&ep on the previous night and the rearrangement o f seat cushions 
permitted a more reclining position.

About noon we reached Pueblo, on the Arkansas River . There 
seems to be some manufacturing done in this town. S cattered 
tasseled c o m  fields, beans, sugar beets and alfalfa  fields all 
with provisions for irrigation ro2>l by. We ran thr ough a rain storm 
on our way to Colorado Springs and reached Denver b efore 5 PM.
Pikes Peak was not visible because of the clouds. A t Denver 
we monitors must have easily bought an average of M  apiece in 
magazines, candy, picture cards, stamps and newspap ers at the
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depot candy stand. We changed from the Santa Fe to the Burlington 
Route which meant change of diner and probably of t ne engine.
There were several Japanese friends In Denver who c ame to me^t 
friends on this train. After talking with the 10?* s they were per�
mitted to talk only with the monitors. In my car at  least 3 Jap�
anese books (supposedly banned while at Santa, /nit a by army orders) 
were being not too openly read. The ¿IP’s are re hi lar soldier 
boys and some play cards or talk with passengers. T hey don’t 
seem to be so particularly disturbed or worried by the world sit�
uation. I guess they would go nuts if they did,

Haying passed through Fort Collins, Colorado, right  now at 
11 FH of the third day we are in Cheyenne1 Wyoming waiting for the 

t® fill up tie car water take for drinking and wash ing.men

Leaving Cheyenne* about midnight and passing throug h Wheatland 
we arrived in Casper Wyomi ng at about Breakfast, W e buy up all 
the papers that the news-boys had. Much dry rolling  hills, then 
we pass through the Wind River Canyon with its very  muddy river 
and towering cliffs. Along part of this route it wa s very dry and 
dusty. Leaving Tnerniopolis and Borland along the B ig. R o m  River 
behind us we i*oll into Grey bull in the -early aft ernoon heat. 
Everyone was allowed to get off the train, but suer sx there were 
no purchases and the heat discouraged many from lea ving the train. 
The train took us almost to Lovell and started back  along the 
other arm of the nV railroad track along trie .Shos hone River.

#��  ^raj:n stopped at Vocation (the name given to our camp) 
at about 5 Fd. We disembarked by cars from the trai n as 3 differ�
ent people including an MP carefully counted us to make sure that

numbey arrived. c were assigned to barracks, a nurs e 
looked down our throat and a truck drove us up tho hill to camp. 
There are guard towera but no surrounding barbed wi re fence 
We found our unit and inquired around to find the mess  ha11*where 
a generous serving of rice and beef with gravy with out vegetables, 
were served us. A nice shower, and oh how nice to b e able to lie 
down in a bed again $

The trip as a whole was enjoyable for most of us. S ome
�� %� not 1°, be able ^yond their own immediate int�

erest. In car �� inerewere 48 people and &' places so that every�
one could not have two seats. One family of 5 insis ted on taking 
two places apiece. Tney finally came around to givi ng uo one seat 
Also, they nad a shopping bag and small grip full o f oranges, but

dividing up the box of oranges given to our car, 
they insisted on taking the same amount as tne othe rs. Another 1

" (� �� ‘■ lotner anci baby assigned to Pullman A) were cro wd 
ed Into o double seats. But this large family seeme d to get alone;

Inii saarod ;̂iat tliey bad. Passengers on our trai n took 
up a collection amounting to #56.00 to tip the wait ers on the 
diners and each car took up a collection of ¡§4 - 7  for the

b?r? was one °r bbeir number selected to be respons ible for 
car cleanliness, arrangements for meals, etc., etc.  By the time 
we hearea the end of the trip there seemed to be a friendlier at-
tliudrn and people were sharing magazines and other  reading material 
they had. °


