


COMMI TTEE FOR EQUALI TY I N NATURALI ZATI ON 
Washi ngt on,  D.  C.

Mar ch 21,  1951

Dear  Member :

The l et t er  quot ed bel ow and t he at t ached st at ement  were submi t t ed by Edwar d 
J .  Enni s t o a j oi nt  commi t t ee of  t he House and Senat e subcommi t t ees conduct i ng 
hear i ngs on omni bus bi l l s revi si ng and codi f yi ng exi st i ng i mmi grat i on,  nat ural �
i zat i on,  and nat i onal i t y l aws.  These omni bus bi l l s i ncl ude the pr i nci pl e of  
equal i t y i n nat ural i zat i on and i mmi grat i on cont ai ned i n t he J udd bi l l s whi ch CEN 
suppor t ed i n previ ous congresses (H.  R.  5004,  80t h Congress,  and H.  R.  199,  81st  
Congress) ,

For  t he added i nf ormat i on of  member s of  t he CEN Execut i ve Board,  a copy of  
t he st at ement  of  t he J apanese Amer i can Ci t i zens League i s encl osed.  Mi ke Masaoka 
submi t t ed t hi s st at ement  and gave@ oral  t est i mony bef ore t he j oi nt  commi t t ee on 
Mar ch 7.

Mar ch 17,  1951

Mr.  Ri char d Arens 
St af f  Di rect or ,  Subcommi t t ee on 
I mmi gr at i on and Nat ural i zat i on 
Commi t t ee on t he J udi ci ary 
Uni t ed St at es Senate 
Washi ngt on,  D.  C.

Dear  Mr.  Arens:

I  t hank you f or  your  l et t er  of  Mar ch �, ����, grant i ng 
me permi ssi on t o appear  at  t he sessi on of  the j oi nt  hear i ngs 
begi nni ng at  2: 00 P. M.  Mar ch 20,  1951,  t o t est i f y i n suppor t  
of  t he provi si ons i n t he omni bus bi l l s el i mi nat i ng cer t ai n 
raci al  di scr i mi nat i on f r om t he i mmi grat i on and nat ural i zat i on 
l aws.

I n vi ew of  t he general  suppor t  whi ch t hese provi si ons 
have recei ved at  the hear i ngs and i n vi ew of  t he di f f i cul t y 
t here must  be to gi ve t i me t o al l  t he organi zat i ons whi ch wi sh 
t o be hear d on some cont rover si al  provi si ons,  i t  seems t he f ai r  
t hi ng f or  me t o do t o sur render  t he t i me whi ch you have so 
gr aci ousl y gi ven me.  I  encl ose a wr i t t en st at ement  on behal f  
of  thi s Commi t t ee and I  shal l  appreci at e i t  i f  you wi l l  make i t  
par t  of  t he record,

Wi t h best  per sonal  wi shes.

Si ncerel y,

Edwar d J .  Enni s,  Chai rman 
COMMI TTEE FOR EQUALI TY I N NATURALI ZATI ON

165 Br oadway 
New York �, N. Y.
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Di rect or  of  Al i en Enemy Cont rol  of  t he Depar t ment  of  J ust i ce and i mmedi at el y pr i or  

t her et o I  was General  Counsel  of  t he I mmi gr at i on and Nat ur al i zat i on Servi ce.  I nso�

f ar  as t he resi dent  J apanese mi nor i t y i s concerned I  have had ampl e oppor t uni t y t o 

become f ami l i ar  wi t h t hem not  onl y t hr ough t he enemy i nt ernment  pr ogr am but  al so as 

t he represent at i ve of  t he Depar t ment  of  J ust i ce di r ect l y concer ned wi t h evacuat i on 

of  persons of  J apanese ancest r y . f rom t he West'  Coast ,  and wi t h cont i nuat i on of  

mar t i al  l aw i n t he Ter r i t or y of  Hawai i .

I t  i s my f i r m convi ct i on af t er  a l ong and caref ul  st udy of  t hi s aspect  of  

t he pr obl em t hat  t here i s no secur i t y pr obl em what ever  i nvol ved i n maki ng nat ural �

i zat i on,  and t he accompanyi ng mi ni mal  i mmi gr at i on provi si ons on a nat i onal  or i gi n 

basi s,  avai l abl e wi t hout  raci al  di scr i mi nat i on.  On t he cont rary,  t he out st andi ng 

record of  raci al  mi nor i t i es di scr i mi nat ed agai nst  under  t he present  l aw,  t he great  

maj or i t y of  whom are J apanese,  i s a compl et e r ef ut at i on of  any unsuppor t ed sugges�

t i on t hat  nat ural i zat i on and i mmi gr at i on shoul d not  be open to t hese peopl e.  The 

At t or ney General  of  t he Uni t ed St at es and the Di rect or  of  t he Feder al  Bur eau of  

I nvest i gat i on bot h had occasi on t o poi nt  out  dur i ng Wor l d War  I I  t hat  even i n 

Hawai i ,  where t he oppor t uni t i es f or  sabot age were great  i mmedi at el y af t er  Pear l  

Harbor ,  t here was no evi dence of  any sabot age what ever  by the resi dent  J apanese 

popul at i on.  Thr oughout  t he count ry as a whol e no mi nor i t y of  enemy nat i onal  or i gi n 

had so f i ne a record of  cooper at i on wi t h our  Government  as the J apanese.  *

Dur i ng the war  I  observed t he conduct  of  t hi s mi nor i t y at  f i r st  hand.  Fr om 

t he J apanese al i en popul at i on of  about  47, 000,  about  3, 000 were ordered i nterned,  

not  because of  any cr i me,  but  sol el y as a war t i me pr ecaut i on al ways t aken agai nst  

member s of  any al i en enemy cl ass even remot el y suspect ed of  t he possi bi l i t y of  

host i l e sympat hi es because of  any st at ement s or  associ at i ons wi t h suspect ed organ�

i zat i ons.  Al l  but  l ess than 1, 000 of  t hese i nt ernees wer e parol ed or  rel eased be�

f ore the end of  t he war.  About  7, 000 ( i ncl udi ng f ami l y members)  were repat r i at ed



to J apan at  t hei r  own request .  I t  i s st i l l  a source of  amazement  t o me,  and al so 

a source of  pr of ound respect  f or  t hi s mi nor i t y,  t o r ecal l  t hat  t hei r  r ecord was 

one of  compl et e cooperat i on wi t h the Government  even t hough the Government  mi s�

t akenl y f or ced t hem t o suf f er  the hardshi p of  evacuat i on whi ch was pl aced upon no 

ot her  mi nori ty' ,  ��� must  not  over l ook the,  f act  t hat  not  one of;, t he cases i nvol vi ng 

sabot age and t r eason conspi raci es,  such as the:  cases,  of  t he German sabot eurs and 

t he prosecut i ons of  the persons who conceal ed them.,  i nvol ved anjjf. r esi dent  of  J apan�

ese ancest ry,  the l argest  r aci al  mi nor i t yr now subj ect  t odi scr i mi nat @ i on under  our  

i mmi grat i on and nat ural i zat i on l aws. '  v..;

Looki ng back on the evacuat i on wi t h t he advant age of  hi ndsi ght ,  we cannot  

avoi d t he sad concl usi on t hat  i t  was a t er r i bl e@ mi st ake pat r i ot i cal l y, erdur ed by 

t he mi nor i t y upon whom i t  f el l .  We now know t hat  that  patri oti s î ,  was ampl y pr oved 

by t he most  ext raordi nary record made by t he J apanese Amer i can member s of  our  armed 

forces. .  Now that  vi ct or y has di spel l ed t he f ear  and pani c • whi ch na,tur»an y  r esul t ed 

f rom the Pear l  Harbor  at t ack and accompani ed our  unprepanedpess at , t he begi nni ng

of  t he war ,  we real i ze that* t here was no f act ual  obj ect i ve basi s�� out si de of  our  

f ears,  f or  t he r i gorous pol i cy of  evacuat i on�� I ndeed/ ,  ' the act i on. ¡ taken i n evacua@

t i on by the l ocal  mi l i t ar y aut hor i t i es oh: the west  coa:st.  ŵ s not  abased upon any 

host i l e act s by t he mi nor i t y of  J apanese ancest ry/  i but @ upon t he bar,e possi bi l i t y 

t hat  such host i l i t y mi ght  devel op i f  t here was an..@act ual  i nvasi on o£ @ the west  coast  

by enemy t roops.  " ' V . .. .. .{ ;;•> ... .../

At  t he t i me,  at  t he out break of  the war, :  no of f i ci al  i n@ Washi ngt on,  f r om 

t he Pr esi dent  down,  woul d t ake t he r esponsi bi l i t yf or  ���� ��� �;| ê deci si on on eva�

cuat i on because i t  was f el t  t hat  i n t he l ast  anal ysi s,  t he mi l i t ar y measur es neces�

sary f or  ��� secur i t y of  the west  coast  had t o be l ef t  t o t h©@ l ocal  . mi l i t ary com�

mander ,  General  DeWi t t .  He concl uded t hat  every possi bl e pr ecaut i on must  be taken,

i ncl udi ng t he evacuat i on� � Ther e was no i nt ent i on t hen t o@ have evacuat i on i ncl ude
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any ki nd of  an i nt ernment  program.  The i nt er i or  States,  however ,  st ruggl i ng wi t h 

t hei r  own probl ems of  housi ng dur i ng wart i me,  woul d not  or  coul d not  recei ve the 

evacuees and t hey went  i nt o r el ocat i on camps si mpl y because t here was no pl ace el se 

t o go.  Through no f aul t  of  t hei r  own t he evacuees f ound t hemsel ves upr oot ed f r om 

t hei r  homes,  l osi ng everyt hi ng,  and t hey wer e compel l ed t o spend t he war  year s i n 

t hese camps.

I t  has been sai d that  di ct at or s do not  dare admi t  mi st akes but  t hat  an out �

st andi ng f eat ure of  democrat i c government  i s t hat  i t  can admi t  i t s mi st akes and 

do somet hi ng to r ect i f y them.  The peopl e of  t he Uni t ed States,  t hrough enact ment  

of  t he Evacuat i on Cl ai ms Act  t o remunerat e persons of  J apanese ancest ry f or  pr oper �

t y l osses suf f ered i n evacuat i on,  have t aken one st ep i n admi t t i ng that  t he evacu�

at i on was a mi st ake.  Anot her  st ep i n t he same di r ect i on woul d be the present  pro�

posed amendment  of  our  l aws t o make i t  cl ear  that  l oyal t y t o our  f orm of  Government  

i s not  a mat t er  of  col or  but  of  i ndi vi dual  cortvi ct i on.  Persons who have that  con�

vi ct i on and who,  as l ong l aw@ abi di ng resi dent s have become ci t i zens of  t he Uni t ed 

St at es i n everyt hi ng but  name and f orm,  shoul d now be gi ven t he oppor t uni t y t o 

embrace t he ci t i zenshi p whi ch many of  t hem have desi r ed f or  many years.

I n addi t i on t o t he posi t i ve reasons f or  thi s pr oposed l egi sl at i on we may 

exami ne t he argument s whi ch mi ght  be rai sed agai nst  i t s enactment .  I n t he ni net een 

t went i es doubt s wer e expressed concerni ng t he l oyal t y and assi mi l abi l i t y of  our  

Or i ent al  popul at i on.  But  our  exper i ence i n Wor l d War  I I  wi t h resi dent s of  J apanese 

and ot her  Or i ent al  ancest r y bot h i n Hawai i  and on t he mai nl and,  has compl et el y 

di ssi pat ed ear l i er  f ears concerni ng t hei r  l oyal t y.  These peopl e are here t o st ay 

as Amer i cans,  and i t  i s surel y bet t er  f or  Amer i ca t o have t hem share t he obl i ga�

t i ons of  ci t i zenshi p t han t o have t he pr i vi l ege of  l i vi ng here wi t hout  t hat  r es�

ponsi bi l i t y ►

I t  shoul d be beyond ser i ous debat e t hat  i n our  count ry al l  of  t he persons
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who are l i vi ng here ought  to have a chance t o become ci t i zens wi t hout  bei ng i u„rec 

by t hei r  nat i onal  or i gi n or  race.  Of  course,  every man shoul d be requi red t o f ul �

f i l l  t he hi ghest  per sonal  st andards i n order  t o become a ci t i zen.  Hi s mor al  char �

acter ,  hi s l oyal t y and devot i on t o t he Uni t ed St at es shoul d be beyond any quest i on.  

But  he i s ent i t l ed as an i ndi vi dual  t o pr ove hi s wor t h as an i ndi vi dual  and not  be 

bar r ed as a member  of  a par t i cul ar  r ace or  nat i onal  group.

Thi s l aw i s not  goi ng t o nat ural i ze j ust  anybody.  I t  i s not  goi ng t o ex�

cuse any man f r om provi ng hi s l oyal t y to t he Uni t ed St at es bef ore he can become 

one of  our  ci t i zens.  I t  i s mer el y st at i ng that  i f  he i s a l awf ul  r esi dent  here 

he shal l  not  be bar r ed at  t he door  si mpl y because of  t he col or  of  hi s ski n or  t he

apparent  shape of  hi s eyes.  He shoul d be gi ven t he chance t o f ul f i l l  al l  per sonal  

r equi r ement s•

A quest i on mi ght  be rai sed whet her  t he rel i gi ous af f i l i l i at i on of  some of  

t hese prospect i ve ci t i zens mi ght  creat e a di f f i cul t y.  Many J apanese i mmi grant s t o
• . 	 ,• • { . . .  t.

t he Uni t ed St at es were Buddhi st s when t hey came here,  al t hough a surnr i si ngl y 

l arge number  had at t ended t he school s of  Amer i can mi ssi onar i es i n J apan and wer e 

pr of essi ng Chr i st i ans bef ore t hey l ef t  t hei r  nat i ve l and.  But  Buddhi sm,  l i ke 

Chr i st i ani t y and Mohammedani sm,  i s a uni ver sal  rel i gi on,  and not  to be conf used 

wi t h t he Shi nt oi sm pecul i ar  to J apan,  or  any ot her  nat i onal  rel i gi on.  Concerni ng 

t he r el at i onshi p of  Buddhi sm t o l oyal t y a consi dered j udgment  has been expressed 

by Col onel  C.  W.  Pence,  bat t l e commander  of  t he 442nd Regi ment al  Combat  Team,  

composed of  J apanese Amer i cans,  who i s i n a posi t i on t o speak f r om f i r st @ hand 

exper i ence of  t he most  aut hor i t at i ve ki nd.  Col onel  Pence has sai dj

I  commanded t he 442nd Combat  Team f r om t he dat e of  i t s act i vat i on 
i n Febr uary 1943 unt i l  Febr uar y 1945« Among i t s enl i st ed personnel ,  
al l  J apanese Amer i cans,  t here was a consi derabl e number  of  Buddhi st s.
■duri ng my t wo year s i n: command; of *t hi s uni t  t here was no observabl e 
di f f erence i n t he val or  or  l oyal t y or  ot her  measur ement s of  per f ormance 

. as bet ween Buddhi st s and Chr i st i an member s of  t he Combat  Team.  As a 
mat t er  of  f act ,  t here was no occasi on f or  me to i nqui re i nt o the back�
ground of  any par t i cul ar  i ndi vi dual  si nce al l  di d equal l y spl endi d work.
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I  f eel  t hat  the J apanese Amer i can sol di ers have earned t he pr i vi l ege of  
ci t i zenshi p f or  t hei r  parent s.  Fur t hermore,  t hei r  r ecord i n combat  i s 
pr oof  t hat  t hei r  parent s r ear ed t hem as good Amer i cans�	�

■ I t  mi ght  be suggest ed t hat  the i ncl usi ón of  var i ous organi zat i ons wi t h J apan�

ese names on t he At t or ney General ' s l i st  of  t ot al i t ar i an,  communi st ,  and subversi ve 

’•organi zat i ons i n respect  of  f ederal  empl oyment  i s an i ndi cat i on of  a di sl oyal  

el ement  among t he J apanese,  Such a concl usi on woul d be whol l y unwar rant ed.  The 

l i st  i ncl udes as "t ot al i t ar i an" every J apanese or gani zat i on of  whi ch t here was any 

evi dence at  al l  t hat  among i t s l egi t i mat e and soci al  act i vi t i es some of  the member s’̂ ^ 

mi ght  be i ncl i ned t o use t he organi sat i on f or  propaganda purposes on behal f  of  

J apan dur i ng t he Si no@ J apanese war  and pr i or  to Pear l  Harbor ,  These organi zat i ons 

ceased to exi st  at  that  t i me.  The l i st i ng of  t hese def unct  organi zat i ons,  however ,  

does not  suggest  ei t her  t hat  t hey had any subst ant i al  act i vi t i es i n t hi s count ry 

or  any l arge membershi p,  or  even t hat  t hei r  member s knew t hat  someone mi ght  possi bl y 

at t empt  t o use t hem f or  host i l e purposes.  Cer t ai nl y i t  has never  been suggest ed 

t hat  t her e was any J apanese Organi zat i on here comparabl e t o such an act i ve pro@  

Nazi  organi zat i ons as t he German@ Amer i can Bund pr i or  t o our  ent ry i nto t he war .

I ■ I p  J • ... I • . .. . . ■ i Sj ¡fig �v ;

The concl usi ve t est  of  t he i nt ent i ons of  t he J apanese i n Amer i ca was t he compl et e 

l ack of  any over t  act  det r i ment al  to the Amer i can war  ef f ort ,  at t endance at  t he 

Great  Fuj i  Theat er  not wi t hst andi ng.

I t  i s not  asser t ed t hat  every resi dent  J apanese al i en l oved t he Uni t ed St at es 

mor e t han J apan.  Many J apanese,  f aced wi t h' t he di scr i mi nat i on we pr act i ced agai nst  

them,  deci ded t hat  t hey woul d gi ve up any at t empt  t o l i tfe i n thi s count ry and go 

back t o J apan.  Those who so chose have been sent  back t o J apan.  There may be some 

among those remai ni ng i n t he Uni t ed St at es who cont i nue t’o have nost al gi c at t ach�

ment  t o J apan,  but ,  as I  have al r eady not ed,  the record i s ent i rel y cl ear  t hat  no 

resi dent  of  J apanese bi r th,  bef ore,  dur i ng or  af t er  t he war,  per f or med any act  of  

sabot age or  espi onage,  but  rat her  cooperat ed i n except i onal  manner  wi t h a pr ogr am



t hat  hur t  t hem i mmensel y.

I t  seems per f ect l y cl ear  that  passage of  l egi sl at i on woul d have ver y great  

mor al  f or ce and woul d hel p i mmeasur abl y i n bui l di ng Amer i can pr est i ge i n the Far  

East  and i n combat i ng Communi st  propaganda.  Thi s has been made cl ear  by r epr esen�

t at i ves of  the Depar t ment  of  St at e and t est i mony of  such exper t s as Congressman 

J udd and J oseph Grew,  f ormer  Ambassador  to J apan.

The ext ensi on of  the pr i vi l ege of  nat ural i zat i on,  and l i mi t ed i mmi grat i on,  

t o t he remai ni ng cl asses of  Or i ent al s now barred,  wi l l  not  i ncrease t he degr ee of  

communi st  or  ot her  subversi ve act i vi t y i n t he Uni t ed States.  I n t he f i rst  pl ace 

ef f ect i ve subver si ve act i vi t y here has not  come f r om thi s gr oup but  f r om groups 

whi ch have al ways been raci al l y el i gi bl e f or  nat ural i zat i on and i mmi grat i on.  Mor e�

over,  t here are ampl e provi si ons i n the st at utes,  regul at i ons and appl i cabl e pr o�

cedures t o weed out  t he f ew subversi ves who mi ght  be made el i gi bl e by t hese pr o�

vi si ons. *

I n removi ng raci al  di scr i mi nat i on i n respect  of  cer t ai n Or i ent al  peopl es 

care shoul d be t aken not  to creat e new raci al  di scr i mi nat i on agai nst  ot her  groups.  

I t  i s submi t t ed t hat  t he provi si ons of  t he pr oposed bi l l s whi ch woul d reduce t he 

quot as appl i cabl e t o col oni es has no pl ace i n t hi s l egi sl at i on.  Thi s pr ovi si on i s 

essent i al l y one of  r aci al  di scr i mi nat i on agai nst  t he col ored i nhabi t ant s of  such 

Engl i sh col oni es as J amai ca who now i mmi grat e under  the Engl i sh quota.  Even as a 

pr act i cal  mat t er ,  apar t  f r om t he pr i nci pl e i nvol ved,  t he i mmi gr at i on f r om t hese 

Car i bbean i sl ands i s not  l arge enough to j ust i f y adopt i on of  such a measure.  These 

col oni es shoul d be l ef t  as t hey are under  t he quot a of  the home count r y or  made 

non@ quot a l i ke al l  i ndependent  count r i es i n t hi s hemi sphere even t hough t hei r  po�

pul at i ons are predomi nant l y col ored.  Even i n t he absence of  quot a rest r i ct i ons no 

great  amount  of  i mmi grat i on has occurred.
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I n concl usi on i t  i s submi t t ed t hat  f i nal l y and wi t hout  del ay@ r aci al  di scr i �

mi nat i on shoul d be@ el i mi nat ed’ as a bar  to nat ural i zat i on — and eVèri  f r om i mmi gr a�

t i on except  t o t he ext ent  t hat  i t  i s i nherent  i n t he nat i onal  or i gi n quot a system.

Dated:, ; . . .March: ���� 1951 , ■

Edwar d J .  Enni s,  Chai rman 
Commi t t ee f or  Equal i t y i n Nat ural i zat i on
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