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Topaz, Utsah
April 21, 1943

Mrs. Harry Kingman
535 San Luis Road
Berkeley, California

Dear Mrs. Kingman:

I was gre=atly mistaken in my last letter to you. The so-
called riots and disturbances have not ceased completely, and
things have seem to be rosy for Topaz from now on.

To put it bluntly, Dad wes slugged in a typical kibei attack
from the rear with a lead pire on the night of April 3. 1t
was about 11:30 p.m. and he was returning from his nightly
shower; then some unknown assailant hit Dad with a blackjack
on the left temple, gashing the head part severely, injuring
the left eye. <This Kibei must have had all intentions of
killing my Dad as he kept after him, trying to slug him into
insensibility by hitting approximately twenty times. But
luckily, the blowd did not fall on his head but on his left
forearm as Dad tried to defend himself., Dad is not out of
the hospital as yet, but he is doing quite well so there is
no worry.

It has been a great strain and worry on my mother because there
has been some more intimidations and threats against not only
my Dad and Mother, but also against myself and Masa.

The ineffieiency of the so-called safety wardens of Topaz is
deplorable. I have heard from good sources that the wardens
themselves are protecting this Kibei. They will not turn him
into the authorities. At this time, it will be safe to say
that the camp is about 90 per cent against Dad because of a
thousand and one rumors and lies that are circulating around
this camp against him. iou se g he was condemned, previous
to the attack, by merely greeting the Administration in a
conventional manner and was accused because of this association
of being a stooge and a stool pigeon. Perhaps one motive for
this inflamed animosity is due to jealousy and envy of the
position that has been held by my Dad.

As you quite well know, Dad has been working only for the
people. He had felt that it was his duty and responsibility
to help the people in this time of distress. He had been
advocating that through Art, one could find solace and peace
for an anguished mind. But being a strong-willed person, he
vcecame, through necessity, a leader in almost every type of
functions in camp; for example, politics, misunderstandings

of regulations, etc. Dad's mistake, as I see it at this time,
was that he thought he was dealing with intelligent and normal
persons. But as we analyze the circumstances, we find that
they are all abnormal; in fact, the year that we have spent in
a coneentration camp has warped their minds and they are now
definitely a case for psychiatrists. When evacuation was done
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and over, the Isseis felt that they had lost everything which

was natural. We all felt that way. We felt that we have been
anked out b% our_roots from our little world with a fence
round 1t. hey lost their sense of belonging to something.

They became insecure, disillusioned, and discoursged; yet,
being humans, their gregarious senses forced them to cling to
each other to preserve their sense of security. The mere

fact that they were together in misery made them a similar
regimented type of mink. Thus, we find at this time the
ebbing of American influences and traditions, and the resur-
gence of the Japanese culture because of the predominsnce of
Issei controlling the major physical furetions of camp life.
The Kibeis are influenced by lsseis and they are influencing
the Isseis. They hdave coagulated into an uniform body. The
older Niseis, being educated and trained in American ways,
have not deviated from their ideals. The ones that I am sorry
for are these younger Niseis whose dependency are still on
their parents and are easily swayed back and forth. They, too,
are unstable.

The above points should be clear to you that any persons at
this time who goes above the fascistic minds and states clearly
the rights and wrongs of human principles in an int elligent
manner are ostracized and shunned. These tiny Tojo dictators
of Topaz, with a little schooling--distorting ideals with
half truths--warping and pounding away the lies of their own
makings to suit the tight situations that have arisen to con-
front the Administration, have naturally swayed the community
to congeal into a mass of rumor-monging, quivering jello.
Might is right. violence is the only thing that can be under-
stood. The few persons that stood up for themselves for un-
biased understandings and intelligent outlook on the problems
are now silenced by threats and intimidations against them-
selves and their families. As + have informed you previously
about the terrible time we had during the Registration, Dad
was out on a limb at that time because he was one of the few
Isseis that were advocating for individual rights in Registra-
tion. That is, he said that it is up to the individual to
make up his own mind on whether to register or not to register.
Also previous to this, the Llsseis had a field day yelling at
the Spanish Consul, and, of course, Dad had to stick his neck
out by being elected chairman--so that when nothing happened
(which is natural--what can Spain do¥) Dad was blamed for the
inaction and the failure of the mission.

Now the last rumpus we had is the shooting of a resident by

a military police. The tragedy is that the resident was killed
inside the camp--approximately four feet from the fence. The
blame cannot be placed on the M.P. He was killing a Jap--the
blood is on the system and the conditions of a war-crazed world.
Perhaps some day--everything will be settled again? Well, this
last incident did some good besides allowing the agitators to
organize again, it has put enough pressure on the Army to re-
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move the M.P.'s from the Camp boundary during the day at least
from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. DBut the way that the sons of beehives
take every opportunity to breed discontent is really remarkable.

Now to get to the whole meat of my long rambling discourse.
The mein thing is--I wonder if you can do something for my Dad.
Find a job someplace where he can fit in--some girls' college
or a small college in a town built around its school system
(like Berkeley). Perhaps, then, too, Mom can teach flower
arrangements again.

I think you know what I am getting at--or do you think it

may be Utopia? At any rate, I am very worred and concerned
over the future of my folks. I know it's easy enough for
me-to‘work as a dishwasher or menial job, but I hate to think
of my mother doing the same. It seems so futile to have

any sort of ideals and hopes to better oneself, or isn't it?
I even thought that Dad could teach Japanese in a Navy school
which is better than going on a farm. Imagine.my Dad plow-
ing with a tractor on the plains of idaho, that's what he's
planning to do as there is nothing better.

I know that I can depend upon your friendship to try and do
something for Dad. At this time I am intending to write to

Dr. Washburn of the Art Department. Is there any other persons
for me to contact? I don't think the WRA can do anything

here. I would appreciate it greatly if you can tell me what
you can do or cannot do. In either case, 1 would keep trying
other sources.

As I have told you in my last letter, I have volunteered for
the combat unit which means front line action. Well, these
requirements are tougher to pass and + find that my physical
condition is not gquite up to par. *f 4+ get rejected, I am
intending to leave immediately, too. I thought we would be
in the Army by the end of April, but I have not as yet re-
ceived my physieal examination. It seems that at this time
that the examination will take place probably by the end of
this month. This makes my coneern greater in case 1 do get
accepted.

Well, I'm awfully sorry that I had to ramble so long to tell
you a little of what has happened. I know that you must be

very, very busy doing your work and possibly Topaz is quite

remote from your thoughts, but I really hope that I can de-

pénd upon you to find something for Dad.

Gratgfully yours,

Lo Otz

Kim Obats




Mrs. Harry Kingman
035 San Luis Road
Berkeley, California

Dear Mrs. Kingman:

Thank you for your letter which I received so promptly. I

know you must be very, very busy, and it was really a surprise
to hear from you. I am very pleased to hear that you have been
made Executive Secretary of the WCCAPFT. I know that you will
do a stupendous job in organizing and directing these chapters.
By the way, what is this, West Coast Committee? 1Is it advoca-
ting the Nisei principle again? I would like to know more
about it; if you have time, send me some pamphlets on it.

The so-called riots and other disturbances here have ceased
completely with hundred per cent registration of the people.
The case here in Topaz has been that the people did a little
too much thinking, I believe. You know how Mr. Ernst has
worked previously, that everything has been above-board and

he has allowed the people to express any sentiments that they
felt. This may have been g mistake as the whole camp, Isseis,
Kibeis, and the Niseis, got all tangled up in their beliefs.
The interpretations of the various questions in the registra-
tion blanks were largely misinterpreted; in fact, so much so
that it became an emotional and a psychopathic case instead

of purely straight thinking. It became an issue for, why

is evacuation? The separations from normal life and home

was basis for argument against registratéon.and this added
separation of young fellows from their was the catch
that the Isseis worked on. The Kibeis here, I should say were
almost hundred per cent against registration. Their issue
was that we should fight for our civil rights before registra-
tion. To the Kibeis, it was a grand opportunity to make an
"incident." I was never so disgusted or disappointed as I
was then. If the Niseis were allowed to register first, I do
not think that this would have happened. As it is, because

of such pressure from our parents, the Isseis and the Kibeis,
was so great that the majority of the Niseis were confused

and bewildered so that the Niseis'! answers were all mixed up.
When the logidal answer should have been, "Yes, yes," a great
majority put down, "No™ to question number 27 which was, "Will
you bear arms for combat duty in the United otates?" They put
down "Yes" to question number 28 which was, "Will you swear
allegiance to the United States Government?" <©This does not
meke sense at all.

The response for volunteering was very poor; in fact, I think
that 'Topaz is about fourth or fifth in line with the rest of
the relocation centers. 1 have personally volunteered because
I felt that this was the only way that I could keep faith
with my country. This is the only natural thing to do. I
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believe that one of the principles of democracy is that you
not only have the right, but you have the right to be able to
fight for your right. All the past grievances and wrongs
become purely a physical condition in the light of, shall we
say, "conscience." Well, I hope by this volunteering, which
is the extreme as I see.it, in trying to show our allegiance
and loyalty, that this will prove to certain people that
Niseis are loyal. It has been a hard decision to make because
we now must bear arms as a soldier, leaving our loved ones
behind in & concentration camp. But believing in the American
traditions , I place my implicit faith and trust on people
like yourself in order to make this country as it was, should
be, and is. So in any case, if I am unable to come back to
Berkeley due to unforeseen circumstances, I know that my
family can resettle in Berkeley with a clear conscience and
without persecution.

Thank you very much for recommending Masa and because of this
new circumstances that have arisen, we do not know what the
plans for the future will be. If I am able to enter the
Service, I think that she will be with me; but as I have stated,
we have no plans. I'll write as soon as something definite

comes up. So long,

Till then,
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March 26,
VILE Llu JUENCY
ELFARE SECTION
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This division 1is very happy to report that up to this time we
have been extremely fortunate, for the Juvenlle Delinquency rate
' been almost nil.

we have had twelve cases in all; however, the actual

with delincuency numberrbut six. The others are
( - high school students who use various allble in
order to leave school to seek smpleoyment cutside of Torez. e
find this especlally true among the machine major astudents.
They claim that they are not interegted in schcole not having
shop work, because that is the only course trhey'd like to study.
Since %; . High School 1acks machine ehops, these students

time 10 continue there.

iivision checks upon family and educatlonal b%ck*rnunﬂ

gtudents in order to determine whether they are elig

ve- high gchool in accerdance te the Utah State law
states that under the laws of the Etate of Utah, alT persons
under 1 yvears of age are -pm;nire'-* to be in school unless
have completed high school studies. The excertlons to th
anply to those who can prove themselves to be the hea
families or rresent necessary proofc of sduneation equival
te that of a standard high school graduate, All cases reot
proof of previous outside ducqtinn ars referred to ¥Mr,
Goertzel, Director of Youth Counseling and Reglstrar of

&

lopaz High Sechool.
heve two cases Public Disturbances. Tnese were reported
us by various adults wno complsined of late hour disturbances
»y youna boys sho stay up until all hours of the night '"u»*n;
rds. Those cases disappeared as the population ingreased,
llin; up the empty spartments where these games wers beling
ayed.

lmve a committee on prevention of delinquency whlch meste
week for the purpose of c%eolinq any roesibls cutbreak
lelingqueney. On this committ ire representatives from the
tion, Community dCtiVitL&?, anﬁ our Community Welfare
Youth Gulidance and Child Welfare Divlslons. ”r’% time to thme,
we have various guests representing the hospitasl, couneil, =and
various other organizations.

=]
1
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Ferort on Jumwenile Delinquency e
Community Welfare Section, Youth Guidance Division

foccording to national statistics on crime, we have learned that
erime increaseg during the summer months, %We belleved that this
is very true in our city for during the winter months weather
conditions definitely made cutside night activity impossible.
¥ith & possible Aincrease in delinquency in the near future, the
committee has been buegy recommending various activities such ae
sport events, recreational games, crafts of all sorts, and many
others to the Community Activitlies Department.

WEEKLY NARRABIVE REPORT OF THE COMMUNITY WELFARE

m

Youth suldasnce stetes that the Juvenile Board in Topaz
will finally be an egtablished organization, At a divisional
gtaff meeting hald for the rurpose of Adlegcussing the Board, the
following pointa were sgreed uron and presented to the City
Councll as recommendations: .

1., The Juvenile Board will handle all persones up to the age of
18 years of sge who have been apprrehended for a violatlon of
a misdemesanor.
The misdemesanents over the 18 year age level will be referred
to the City Judiciary Committee; however, this Committee may
refer certain cases back to the Juvenile Board.
The Juvenile Beard will declde which cases to have hes \ZS
on an which coges they will turn over to2tha execut
without a hearing for his disvosal.
All delinguent ca2ses will be reported directly to the Juve-
nile Board imredlately. The other cases will be handles by
the Community Welfare Section. (211 formal written complaints)
Bhow-cause letfers may be gent to the parente of  juve-
nile dslinquents by the Board. ' Fallurs of response by the
parents constitutes a contemnt of court.
*he Bosrd must always act according to the WRA
The Board shall have the power to decide whether
rarious commlaints.
1dults found pullty of promotbng Juvenile
hfandled by the City Judiclary Committee.
+he power of board rersonnel selesgtion will ke wested In
City Couneil. Thev may select anyone at random from the
Toraz reslidents.
Mr. Lorne Bell suggested thst the name executive secgretary be
changed to that of secretary to the Juvenile Board which was
unanimensly srproved. The duties of the secretary will be
to keep data, figures of each ease, present various findines,
notify Board members, and act uron the direction of the Board.
2, The City Council will select their secretary.

ing.
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PROCEDURES OF THE JUVENILE BOARD--by ER!

Any case reported to the Juvenile Board willl be handled

.
followling precedures:

following record will
Subject: Name 38 type of misdemeanor, name

nersong who referred

tigetions to get

concerning the child

4

[
ch f,:o

®
D o
ot

£

Internal Securlity will coli-
,ota pertaining to the case concerned
e of misdemeanor, investigation, searech,
wateh of the sugpected pereons.
of the Community Welfare, will col-
persconal, famlly, and environmental

pe
-8

~ 3

-
11 secretary of the Juvenlle dcqwﬂ
211 data concerning health,
ttituiee of the suspected pei
(e) Consul
After all the
gecretary of the Board wll vite severs
sional r corround ) Y AN vouth cui
versons who know the chlls G immedlate environ
study the case from the followling standroints--who
and why.

study will be made with the attempt to re-establish the
normel environment in as ¢ t 2 manner as nosasible.
will attemnt to rehablilita he ¢hlld rather than

any drastle measure upon emnt to golve

with understanding and

rermanchfl committee will consist of i¥r. Takeda, Mr,
and Hr. Takahsshi, with in addition from the members
cational Derartment. (Teacher and director of Youth
: hurech affiliation, , Guldance Director (Lom-
Services and Community e r'), and other vefsons who
might Enow the chlld ant g problen After atudying the facts
of the case thie group will bm i writing recommendations
to the Juvenile ¥Eoard.




Frocedures of the Juvenile Board

(@) The Juvenile Beard will pass judgment accordingly.
(e) A record of the conclusions and results will also
be kept, and any information which concerns pro-
bation dnd other follow up work will also be re-
orded.

2his briefly will be the yr of record and dats to be
on &ll egases renorted he Juvenile Board.

BILL TO INTRODUCE ESTABLISHMEINT OF JUVENILE BOARD
blishment of Juvenile Board,

hereby establish a Commission to be known ag the Juvenlle

o s B
vefinitions:

(1) Juvenile. Ihn period during which & person shall
considered a Juvenlle extends 1in males to the age

21 snd in femsales to the age of 18 years; butl all

mincrs obtain their majority by marriace,

The word "Board" shall mean the Juvenile Board.

The word “"ehild" means a perscnsle ss than 18 years of age.
the word "adult" means a person 21 years of age or over.
the word “inrent" used in relstion to child shall in-
clude guardlian and every person by law llable to maln-
tain a ehlld.

The word "delinouent chlld" means child who has violated
an ordinance of Toraz, a s*mu.tp of Utah or a Federal
law in a lesser degree than of felony; a child who Dy
reason of belng wayward or hn¥1tu1117 dilsobedient 1a
uncontrolled by his parent, guardlan, or custodlian; a
child who is habltually truant from school or home; a
¢hild who 80 reports himself as %o injure cor endanger
the morale or healthy of himself or others.

The word "court" means Jddicial Commission of the Com-
munity of Topaz.

1iection of Board.,

The Board shall have origzinal jurk&dietion over all
cases relating to the delinguency of children under
18 years of agze, except in felony ceses, alsc trial
ﬂnd care of such delinguent children.

(n) Any case involvine a neclected or dependent child
shall be referred to the WRA authority, State of
Utah or Federal agency, whoever has prorer jurige
dietion over such cases.

The Board shall have Jurisdiction over all cases 1n

which a juvenlle violates any established
the Community.

ordinance of




(3)
(3)

(4)

ral Utah

The Board ghall haveS-

The Board shall have jurisdiection over all casesg in
whieh there is not an actual violation of sny establi-
shed ordinance by a Jjuvenile, but where the action is
gerious enough to be community problem beyond the scope
of the work being done by the WRA sgencles or any other
organizations in the communits

‘he Board shall not have juriediction over cases in-

volving adults who contribute to the delinguency
the mincrs and such cases shall be "f’ﬁrrgi to the
Project Director for ' aring and application
No ehild under 18 yesrs of age shall 1nw charged
or convicted of a crime in sny court except y
herein. If during the pendency a erdminal or cuasi
eriminal charge agalnat any perscr in any other court,
except in felony casges, 1t shall be ascertained that
sald person was under 18 years of age at the time of
committing allereﬂ offen chall be the duty of fLJg
such other gcourt to tr'”r:" such cage lmmedlatély, to-
gether with the transerirt ¢ he preoceedings and all
the papere, documents, and te monles connected there-
m*t“ toe the Juvenile Board which has jupi:finrtnq.
The court making such transfer shall order the nerson
to be taken forthwith to the Juvenile Beoard or release
?uc“ pereon into custody of the Secretary of t:e Board,
2cting in klv capaclty of Probatlion Officer, to appear
before the Board at the time designated. The Board
ghall thermpon rroceed to hear and dlsrose of such case
in the same manner as 1f 1t had been instituded in that

first instance exespt in such ease no

0f the formal petition sghall be required.

snalification

[

Soard members,,.The Ecard shall cons f seven members

aprointed by the Community Counecil

(a) Qualifieations of mewﬁnra.
Juvenile Board shall be re:
reached the age of 21 yeav»
in the Community.

Term of office. Members of
for six months.

Compensation. The members of the Board shall serve

on-a'basis of voluntary acceptance of such position
and ghall not receive any ecmpeneation or advance-
mpnt of a pegunisry nature.

Diegharge. Any member of the Board sho is con-
Viyted of a felony during his ferm in office shall
be discharged by the order of the Community Coun-
ell.
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Bill to introduce <stablishment of juvenile board

(e) Vacaney. In case of vacanpgy uommunitv Couneil.

(£f) Advisory Board. There shall be an ad Y
board, approinted by the Community Counci hich
nay be composed of either appointed s aff resi-
dents or residents of Topaz.

unctions of the Board.

the duty and the function of
corrective and preventive meas
to keep Juvenile Delincuency

Secretary of the Board.

it shall be thd duty of the Secretary

fo keep a record of the proceedings of

and perform all clerical work and dlsche

a8 the Beard may ssslgn to him from iime

‘he GE”“"G-‘tf“"'f ghall by the order of t

all subpcenae and other notices: sand

r&ﬂenﬁ f" al petitions to the !

The secretary

ings, both regul

Lhe sgep V‘D‘}nan a
ion Officer of

hle thods to

Reure*arv

found de-
) robation

.

oet in

ge of Juvenil
ividausl or g1
Juveni ln Board
n may and any pes
any infcrmation ﬁm
delinguent g “P‘Wl?ﬂln
1 on of
1He
uire
, 3y YN 21l in-
clude a preliminary investigation of the home and en-
vironment of the chlld, his previous history and the
substances of the condition alleged. The preliminary
investigation shall be reported to the Board in/wrlt-
ing. If the Board is determined that Hmal jurisdic-
tion ahould be acqulired, it shall authorize a petition
to be filled.
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o
pétition shall be verified
a general way the facts whi
"‘ - "y"i(.f’ﬂov nt ff"j(«
name, age ¢ s—nno‘(‘uq* of the chidd;

re 5

re

*h
unless
appear,
the
n
hild

arn Aarnnodnt
{ 0 A
"anoece f snv ~ther
2 ”~ P & 1 v e "} L
inion of the member
poens, Subnoens aha’
eated ocoOny
A+ 194 )\(nrr;_,.

avrved wit

fOanNeln 5 of anvy

decree
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thet a ehdld be placed on probation or undey supervision in
iz own home, or &n the custedy of a relative or nther fit
ergon, or in tho custody of Commity Welfare Section or other
guch gorrnmit v organization upon guch temms ae the Board shall
or parents of juvenile be require: to make
lomsge 0 loss ¢oged by his wrampgful actas
Ld neod uader such gusrdisnship or custody as
rranted by the evidence and for the beast interest of
! eferonce of purentos (con-
nocssgary).
rearing, it ig found by the Borrd that no conm-
undty orgrnization can memnge the ehild, the Board shall coms
micate with the Project Director mnd &t this diseretion the
child may be ~onfined in the detention home es provided by
rrv'uL tionm, but thet this procodure will be followad only
when the child 1s found to be utterly tnsorriigiile and un-
‘mlrt“ex-lwlo.
a child be disposed of in sny other wuy that may in

19

ut the
iigeretion and Judgment of the Boerd, undev all eircumstences
boe for the Best interest of geld child, te the end that its
vayward tondencies shall be corrected and the ohild be seved
to veeful eitizonshin.

TOn any decree issusd by the Boad may be made
sion of the Commmity of Topaszs

Hacugsoion o the ectablishment of o Juvenile Bo

sarch 17, 1943

aoting of the various divisionsl steflf heads and
wag eallod by lire ] "rna ‘3011 for the purpose of claris

1 n,u jerous voints desline with the formation of

&
to be presented to the eily o rogon-
the reconmendetionn sgroed uphn oreo as follo

23.3. 0%

l. The Juvenile Board will hendle all persona up to sighteen )
of aze who have been apprehended for a vicleiion of a nisdemeanor.

yeers

Na

e migdemennants over the eighteen yeers sge level will be re=
4

ferred to the Judicinry committoe; however, this committoe

may refor certain enves beek to the Juvenile Boards

Y
Fol Rl 4
(S

nile Board will decide whieh crsos to heve hearincs on

-~
ddch ceses they will turn over the the oxool$dwa secrotary
hout heari

Juvenile
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The following revort is factual. The social problems men-
tioned are the actual existing conditions; by no means 1s ti
complete, however., From time to time this phase of soelal action
may change for the worse or perhaps for the better; such a pos-
8ibility will depend, by and large, uvon the effectiveness of the
proposed solutions and recommendations mentioned herein or upbn
the existing ideology of the Topaz resident s.

The gtudy of the school situation, the Boy fSeout attitude
and activities, conditione and influences of the family relations,
and all pertinent date were added to our files through the co-
ordinated efforts of the Eduecational Division, the Boy Scout
Committee, the Community Welfare Division, the Inter Faith Heade
quarters and the Juvenile Board, Additional information is taken
from personal observations and from:

"New Light on Delinquency And Its Treatment®--Healy and Pronner
"Introudectory Sociology"--Sutherland and Yoodward
"Soedal Psychology Of Modern Life"--Rinehart and Farrar
"Sociology"=-Ogburn and Nimkoff

JUVENILE DELINQUENCY AND THE SOCIAL PROBLEMS EXISTING IN TOPAZ

INTRODUCTION

As complex as human being are, it would be impossible to
catalogue fully the soclal disorders in Topaz in relation to its
blological and environmental causes, Only the surface blemiches
of maladjustment can be adeguately explored from this survey of
delinquency. To name the causations of this pressing issue one
would have to gather material from every source, starting from
the hospital and coneluding with the intimate a2nd impervious pro-
bleme of the family life.

The environmental factor is not a positive cauge of delin-
quency becuase 1t 1s never guite the same for any two children.
Reactions to unfavorable living conditions will differ from in-
dividual to individual and as such community 1life in Topaz can-
nct-be termed with suthority aes a traumatic experience for the
youth. It must be admitted, however, that Topaz ies not a normal
community; 1t has been artificially created, and whatever problems
that breed here will be to a great extent peculiar to this Tom:z
life of concentrated conflinement.
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INTRODUCT ION P

Granted that Topaz is an unusual community it is impossible
to forecast that 1ife in this center will invariably produce a
certaln trait of prersonality. "A group situation will always
have some sort of effect on personality, but there are too many
possible variations in the human beings themselves and in the
group situation to be cognizant of a marked effect on the child's
personality."

Puring the ecological development of the real city the sociolo-
glst states that no provislon are made for the children--only the
adults are considered. Uore so Topaz, as 1t exists, 1s a place
desligned and bullt primarily for adults. The one room apartments
of the army style barracks, the streete rough and dusty, the lat-
rinee without privacy nor foeilities for the small chlldren and
the large public mess halls--everything points to adult living
conditions.

The dissimilarity of the first and second generaticon Jaranese
is now accented by the war and the entrance of the citizens into
the armed forces. Anld the soclal differences of the people in
Topaz the chief sufferers of oultural frustration will be the
growing child who now lives in a "eultural-no-man's-land". An
artificial community such as Topaz i1s a dangerous habitat of
anomalous attitudes and behaviors for sociasl values tend to be
warped into a 1life of "suibstitution.® How these young children of
Topaz will emerge from this inearcerated existence will largely
depend upon the unegelfish guldance of the parents in moulding thelr
children wisely and by keeping them candidates for the role of
normal individuala.

LACK OF PRIVACY

The outstanding conditions existing in center life which
definitely influences child development 1s the agegregation of
human beings living in pell-mell fashion with 1ittle regard for
the innocent chlild., Living in such close guarters infalliby alters
personallity develorment in some way for a hodgerndge community
will greatly modify the entire group 1life of the children znd for
the older grours as well., The early stages of child life intrinsi-
cally determines the type of personality a child will have.

Early contact with perple will condition children to se=k group
contact without hesitation (if the child has extroverted tendencies),
and in this respect they may acqguire extroverted attitudes in these
centers., However, the self-centered child who loathes soeial con-
tact and the little insurgent may find that these concentrated
comrunities are decldely unhealthy for their mental well-beilng,

since contact with neighboreasnd acguaintances will be a gonstant
friction.
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LACK - OF PRIVACY - B

In connection with the crowded conditions privacy is an eg-
sentlal element which growing children must have if they are to
acqilre high goelial values and wholesome habits, Behaviors of 211
tyres of men and women in all of their functions are exposed to
the children., The family must counteract the unethieal attributes
of the group for all adults do not serve as examples $o the children
in all cases. The latrines, showers, and the mess halls are all
public places which the children must frequent side by side with
the older people. Wholesome outloocks on life and the correct forms
of etiquette will be difficult for the children to attain in this
privateless mode of living,

If adequate partitions are bullt within the apartments much of
the bleakness can be eliminated; privacy will be enhanced, and the
apartment will be more home-like.

LACK OF PARENTAL CONTROL

When the parents! control over the child beoomes lax gregarious-
ness tends tc form among the young children, The breeding of gang
groups can be attributed to the common interests held among the
children and the lalssez-faire attitude of the parents coupled with
the pronounced soeial stimuli of gang pressure which the parents
. find difficult to combat. Perhaps 1t 1s not due to parental negleet
of children that gangs funetion: an influenecing factor may be the
monotony of the one room apartments which furthers the environmen-
tal drabness. An outlet into something more atbractive is the gang
where children find suited activities and mutual approval among
their own eircle. The gang influence.i®; of course, unfavorablé
for the result usually creates rowdiism, insubordination, and boi-
sterousness among the affected group.

Instances of gang behavior:
Playing in the latrines (marbles, burning paper on the floors and
extingulshing the fire with water) smashing wa2ll of the shower
roomse, playing ln the showers, goins about chasing other gangs,
playing games in the night under the barrack lighte (marbles, rough
and tumble activities), extinguishing safety lanterns about con-
struction areas, bullying the weaker individusls, petty thefts,
stealing of perscnal mail from the doorstep maill boOXeSicecevcscsnss

Under such conditiocns the parents are solely responsible for
the control of their children; even Af the gangs are strong in-
fluence for the children the parents must make home 1ife nmore at-
tractive than the common streets, latrines, and the showers in
which they pass a great deal of thelr leisure time.
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LACK OF PARENTAL CONTROL~4-

One of the Intrinsic functions of the (in the early ysars
of the child) parent is to choose the friends for the child,
In an artificiszl and congested community as Topaz the parents
ean no longer point out the promr companionships for their
children; how morally pernicious the new found freedom will be
for young children will greatly depend upon the type of people
residing in the block, and this 1s the “chance" 1life in which
the child evacuee finds hinsdf.

Apprehension, correction, and prevention is the threefold
program which must be utilized before delinquengy can be erased
from the 1list of soclial ills. A solution 318 not possible un-
less coneslderation 18 given to soclal as well as to the indivi-
dual factors. Workable methods of solution ean be drawn up,
practiced, and actuslly solve the majority of the delinquent
problems that breed in these unwholesome centers, lMeasurss of
care rest with the socecial workers, who are inadequate in number.
Trained leadership muset be instituted so that the parents can
be educated to give more parental guldance to thelr offepring;
trends of child delinquency must be made apprarent to the narents
g¢ that they will be able to combat the tendencles of delin-
quency at home. Recresation should be carried out on more of
an inclusive scale so as to embrace all age groups. The builde
ing of adequate playground facilitles will eliminate most of
the breeding places of delinqueney. Parents' Teachers' Assoecla-
tions, 1if esrried out consistently, will ereate more child
interest in the parent group, and such a movement will make
the parents conscious of thelr children's development, as a
result many of the potential "germs" of child seduetion may
be arrested in the dormant stage.

Sinece child extroverts are more liable to delingquent pro-
blems, they must be accorded suitable satisfaction. In this
respect introverts and amblverts are also liable to lead to
delinquent trends. Activities which are adequately attractive
and interesting should be 1lnatituted in the centers.

In the center a c¢hild will have the opprortunity to attend
movies regularly; 1f thdy attend incessantly the movies may
have a pernicious influence in marked degrees, but if ther were
enjoyed Jjust as an escape from unpleasant experlenges perhaps
the pastime may have not been harmful. It may be recommended
that gangster type of moving piectures be eliminated from the
11st of movies to be shown. The canteen furnishes the children
with an over-abundance of comic books which should be replaced
by more educational reading matter,
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PROGRAM OF PREVENTION

The Juvenile Board, whieh i1e highly sognigzant of the effee-
tiveness of prevention as a remedy of social cure, has proposed
the following procedures!

A, The Accumulative File Record,

The teacher will strive to Know the child. (abiiity,
attitude) report card, health record, schievement IQ,
family background (parente! orinion of school and
information gimilar o WRA #26), tessher evalustion
of pupil, example of outstanding work of students,
former school record, pupll reading record, all ecase
history pertaining to echila,

The teacher will pass on to the next tescher all re-
cords and knowledre of each ehild so that no data
will be lost in the transfer of the child from one
grade to the next,

Je All such data, as in no. 1 & 2, =111 be filed so that
it will be avallable when the child and his family
£0 into a new area, narmely relocation.,

whenever delinquent casges occur this materdsl will

refarence,

Through the Community Activities Section the attitudes
of the XYouth will be objectified through the chureh group as
the Young Feoples' Group e2tc. and through the sehools, In
the event of delingueney the ideals of the delinquent
wiil be ascertained; usually the existence of hero worship is
discernible, and the CAS will attempt to bind the gang into
& consiruective group for the attainment of recreational =oals
and othecr wholesoue activities.

The CAS is proposing to ecombat tendencles of delinquency
this corilng summer by the following prorram: swimming (construe-
tion of a pool is beling planned), formations of clubs (interest
groups, hobby group), overnight hikes inte the cooler areas
of the county, camping in the loeal CCC eamp.

HIGH

ihe lsolated kibei is to he integrated into the soeial
activities through the high school, which is to be coordinated
inte the recreational division: extra curriculs activities
will be extended one hour evervy Friday (under the suidance
of a tescher forums, interest groups in literature, 2irplane
elube, science clubs, ete.)

INTER FAITH

Protestant and Buddhist conferences will be wld with the




-6-

asslstance of fhe CAB go az to weave interest into a large
. secope of people,

INTER COLLEGIATE

A elub room 1g being econtemplated for the eolleglate
group. The attitude of the students of eollege age will be
objeectiflied.

It must be noted that the Juvenile board doea not intend
to brand the delinguent after apprehension. Rather the Board
will be a "go-between” for the child delinguent (between the
family, or whatever group 1s concerned.) Also it must be em-
phasized that the Board i1s not an enforeing agency but a study
group of case-histories of all the maladjusted ehildren,

fany e¢ases of social probleme will not come to the atten-
tion of the Juvenile Board. The stringent mores of the first
generation Japanese may be the sultural pressure which suppres-
ses much of the anomalous behavior among the younger sect; 1f,
however, suprression is the canse of preventing problems com-
ing te the fore and to the attention of the Board She effective-
neas of the Board will be lost in the veil of secreey.

One of the most emphatie problems in any group 1s the
existence of 11licit sexual relations, but it is also one of
the most difficult cases to combat, especially 1f such actlion
ie performed in mutusl agreement oblivious of the consequences
that are bound to befall them,

-—————-Goneclusion.

In earrying out the preventitive measures of J the Juve-
nile Board, extreme care i1s to be instituted so as to deal
effectively with the over-sensitiveness of Japanesge parenfts
who possess cultural and parental pride to such an extent
that they often times hesitate %o acknowledge the misbehavlor
of their children., Not conly will the Juvenile Board instru-
ment tact in the aprroach of delinguent problems but also due
gonaideration will be given to all ethical codes of Jurisdle-

ion,

CONCLUSION

b

No mention was made of the bilcloglcal aspect of this so-
elal problem for it would require psychitatrists, psycholo-
gists, or zoclal workers who are trained in their professions
to analyze the actual causes of social maladjustment, With

the change in dlet, climate, altitude, ete, in Topaz perhaps
gome glandular disorders may result. BSueh glandular disorder
as the malfunection of the thyrcid gland should be consldered.
Also the abnormal personalities such as neurotic, psychotie,
etc., must be referred to competent psychoanalysists, Glandular




disfunctions can be traced in many eases, but they are very
indirect; nevertheless 1t remailns a potent cesugse of many ser-
ious cases of erratiec over behavior., HNeurotices and rersona-
11ty deviates; the agpressive, the overrestless of overlively,
those 9‘0?1%9 nn*n“ibiteﬁ impulses, and various funetional
causations are all accountable with the delinguent problems
in Topaz.

another attribute of delingueney ig poverty, which may
not be the absoclutely source of it, but it 18 a eondition
which furthers much ehild unhappiness. In order to compre-
hend the Influence of poverty in relation %o delinguency
an investigation of financial resoureces of the farily would
be necessar Je

‘hue the incldence of delinguency c¢annot be positivel
stated in this report for figures ere unobtalnable, snd an in-
slght into certain types of socisl deviation such as promog-
eulty among the particular c¢lascss are impervious or very Aiffs
2ult to obtain il ever congenially vossible.

. 4% 1is expeected that when the weather permits, delinquency
will become more widespread, and between spring and autumn
gepeclel emphasie must be nlaced upon apprehensiond, prevention,
and solution of delinguent cases., Since the ineidence of
delinquency will fluotuete with various ~~n1*tionu, Suplee
nmentary studies should be made periodically by the Board so
ag to facilitate egoecial improvement

in the subsgequent pages the function of the Juvenile
Board will be explalined, It shall be the intention of the
Board to employ soclal therapeutic methods, not regimentetion,
for the mitigation of the delinaguent tendencies,
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The following information was veceived from
Pre-Scheol: Miss Grace Mujil and liss
Grammar hool:  Mp., Huttal
High School: Dr, Woolf,
BOy sceout:
Juvenile

A% the present time grecific serious cages have
peared in the aschools. Case histories, of whatever
which may ozcoup, will be revorted as goon az the Juw

beginsg to flnorion.
PRE-SCHOOL

In the pre-gschool tyres of misbehavior are innceent and
not a sericus problem %0 the teachers, The problems that do
arise are easlly apprehended and cured., Often times parents
express the deslre to hawve Algciplinary action placed uron thelr
children by the teacher because disecipline tends to wane amid
the crowded conditions of the center.

Thie types of misconduct are: blix*;ir - On T
sneaking into the scho 18ing after schoel af
hours in order to ‘17* ;” the toye, 'ni the crdinar

which are prevalent among any groun.

Cutelde vlay is very limited due to the leck of lumber and
playground facllitlec, The major sgchoolrcom setivities are also
limited; the children have nct trees, flowers, or anything green
to draw. Thelr art must become barren and artificial; there-
fore, the only subjeet of interest is the human forn, With the
activities nunbered to a few, the teachers must emphedize sing-
ing as one of the chief activities.

“hat effeet will such a barren training (in regard to nature)
#

have on the later devslopment these children?
Now that the children live with thelir relatives more Japa=-
nese is spoken among the school children; of cou“”e, the child-
ren of lssel tend to be more fluent in J meane a1 the ¢chlild-
ren of Nisel, and as a result of such a di" rence in the lan-
guage o mild dlssension exlste in the c¢hild relations., Of course,
this problem will diminish with the passing of time when all the
ehildren willl learn to spesk more English after theilr association
with the tescher and the schoolmates.
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PRE-SCHOOL i

A reflection of parental attitude was made evident in the
discrimination of three Caucasian chlldren by a minority of the
Japanege children., In order for young children %o be consclous
of raclal differences to such a degree, the parents undoubtedly
rust have been the influeneing factor. The Cauncasian children
were shunned by the Japsanese children as in the following in-
gstance;: whenever all the children were required to =it next to
one another a few of the Japanese children would express open
dislike for the Caucasian youngsters and walk away to thelr pre-
ferred places among the Japanese children.

During the army registration of the Topaz realdenis rest-
lessness was expressed by irritableness, fighting, and other aets
of diseontent, From time to time the child attitude and behavior
gan thus be expected to change temporarily as a dlrect consequence
of the pending issue in the center.

The weather has been one of the vital factors of child be-
havior in Tovaz. In the cold climate the hands of the children
becomes shaffed. During the cold erying tends to be more widee
spresd, and naturally they want to slt near the stoves, since
the space heaters do not adequately heat the gc¢hool barracks.
Often illness results beecause the chiléren are oblivicus to the
cold,

The Parents® Teachers' Association ig well-integrated into
the pre-schools, therafore relations between the family and
school is favorabe.under the circumstances. In additidn, the
outside church organizations contribute toys which alleviate the
ghortage of the playground #scllities.

Thus this eritical period of child development, whila con-
fronting many deprivations and physieal hardehips, 1s proceeding
quite successfully under competent guidance.

sRAMEAR SCHOOL

To date the delinguent bshavior among the grammar school
students is termed as "not serioua". Examples of misbehavier
are: bresking of windows, insubordination, and isolated gases
of absenteelen,

The breaking of windows probably arise of out of genaral
rowdism and perhaps dune to the fzet that the bulldings of the
gchool are substandard vhich are often times referred to as "barns"
and "barracks® instead of"schocl®. Of course, it would be 4if-
ficult to asecertain the aetual reason for vandalism., Also the
backless benches, the roughly made tables, etec., are not eongi-
dered as "preesvectable" pleces of furniture.
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GRAMMAR SCHOOL «10=

Insubordination ususlly arises from the unwholesome at-
titudes of the puplls courled with parental unrest in the homes,
One instance of such behavior was exemplified by one pupll who
gstated that he dld not eare what he did because hies “"mother sald
that they were going te Japan after the war."

Truancy ie not a serious problem. A method has been davised
whereby absenteelsm has been reduced to a minimum, Dally a 1list
of absentees are given to the ¢linic nursesz by the teabbers; the
bloek nurses check the list, and the absentees are visited by the
bloeck nurses in the afternoon, If the visit reveals that the
absentee 1s not ill a report is forwarded te the prinelpal and
vice-versa when the @osentee is 111,

Regreational fsellities are very much under the needs of
the grammar schools, gnd, with other needy departments, the gram-
mar school is awaiting appropriation which will enhange recreztion
and physleal education.

The high school problens can be numerated as followse:

Sooks beling lost or taken--this 1s seriouz problenm especlal-
ly when there is about only one book to every six students,
Electric bulbs taken from the school bulldings, also penells,
Failure to cooperate with the 1instructors.

Fallure to study.

absenteslism

Bresking of walle, windows

Insubordination and fallure to cooperate usually arises from
the deslire of some students for the appointive teachers instead
of the resident instructors. Fallure to study can be explalned,
in part, by the one-room apartments and the erowded conditions
prevalling about the homes and the lack of school suprlies, but
more important the students eshiblt much unrest over thelr future
status.

Truancy is expected with the coming of good weather, buf
to a large extent “cutting" is dlscouraged due to the lack of
recreational pastimes during the ¢lasa hours, and the space 1in
which the roanm is also limited.

There sre two recrecation hBhlls in the high school grounds—-
one for the girlis and one for the boys. Reereational feellifies
are steadily improving, and when the Community Activities Section
institutes thelr proposed plan into the high school recreation 1is
to be further improved.,
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HIGH S8CHOOL = B o

In view of the present adequate educational facilities, the
high echool youths are well adjusted to the upusual atmosphere,
except, of course, the students who were formerly pursuing a
machine shop course. Under such adverse conditions widespread
problems can be expedted, but to date, fortunately, the school
syatem 1f progressing without uncontrollsble probleme,

With the construstion of the high sechool gymnasium end
clasgrooms many of the physiesl maladjustments will undoubtedly
be corrected, and with such an imppemement gstudent attitude also
will probably improve.

BOY SCOUT

When the scouts are about 15 years of age they begin to lose
interest in the scout movement. Thig lack of intereet 1s athi%bu-
ted, by the scoutmasters, to ring leaders who coax &thers to res
tire from Boy Scout activities. fAs » result of such unfavorable
influences one Seout troop was disbanded.

Many of the scouts ask: "Whet do I get out of scouting;
wvhat's in it for me?"

- The probable cause of problems may be listed as follows:

Empty recreation halls which hoid 1ittle apveal for the boys.
The insbility of the scouts to purchase complete scout uni-
forme and handbooks,

No flagse, no Court of Honor.

Hiking 1is not antiecirated due to the parents' complaints,
Swimming 1s demanded, bu$ pwimming pool is not constructed yet.

Whenever trouble arises the scoutmasters trace the matter to
the fanmily where preventive measures are sttempted:; usvally
emphasle 1ls placed upon the need of more disciplinary action of
the part of the parents.

Scoutmasters realize the need for more athletic sctivities
and less socials as dancing, espeeially for the 15 to 17 age
group. Sinee funds are lacking, the scouts are now contributing
107 monthly to the scout treasuryy A summer camp is to be ee-
tablished, and a swimaing pool 1s also under plans for construce
tion. The Chief Steward is now providng meterials for the coock-
ing tests, and "beam feeds" are avallable for the scouts,
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isbehavior is inhibited to a large erxtent during the period
cout mesting, but what these scouts do outside of thelr
Boy Scouts one cannot discern unless full-time Scout-
masters are assigned to the matter, As a result of this study
delinquency is not widespread within the scout group, but such
attitudes ss indifference, "gang psychology", and the lack of

iiscirline must be corrected or, at least, attempted te be improwd.

T A e R d
\"IY,'

B o IR o
superintendent of Ré tion

Ernest

Executive Secretary, Juvenile Board
Poasible nrocedures and technigue to be followed
to keer the nrincipks of democracy alive in thes
relocation centers.

Since the poliecy of the

A, ia for relocation of =2e& many Japa-

R

nese into areas outelde these cente

problem of keeping demoeracy alive has become inereasingly 1im-
ne:

as socon as vossible, the

o

the following reasor
v have noticed, moet of the evacuees leaving the
Nigel sesking Jobe of employment which do not require
2

2x1ary. Persons with fanilies and persons who have an-
no" to questions 27 and 28 will remain in these cen-

,y of Topaz 4% seems that 'the povnulation remainin
nay be c¢lassed into two gseparate catpgorles:
who constitute 335 of the populaficn, and

A

000 younger Nisei who will be going to your schools.
efinite educational policy 1s established to keep the
for which we are fighting for allive, it secms that
sudents attending your schools will bQCOme more "Japanesy"
than ever. For this reason I am proposing certaln measures %o
be carried out in your schocle which micht ‘esmen the sting of

-

evacuation and educate each student %o look objectively at this

problem of demoecracy as 1t affects Them.
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GREAT MAJORITY OF EVACUEES
IN TOPAZ CENTER LOYAL,
SAYS DESERET NEWS

"At Topaz 98l answered No to the loyalty question --
981 of 6,208. As of mid-June an even 300 had changed their
answers to Yes, leaving 618 who claimed allegiance to some
foreign power," wrote C. L. Eddy of the Deseret News of
Salt Lake City. FEddy has been writing a series of articles
on the true conditions of relocation life in the Topaz center.

He described the loyalty question as: Biggest "head-
ache" for both administration and evacuees at Topaz during
the first nine months of existence of the Japanese reloca-
tion center, was the much-discussed loyalty pledge question-
naire. The last two of the 28 questions caused all the
trouble and discussion. One hinged on the other.

"Will you swear unqualified zllegiance to the United
States of America and feithfully defend the United States
from any or all attack by foreign or domestic forces, and
forswear any form of allegiance or obedience to the Japanese
emperor, 1r any other foreign ogvernment, power, or organi-

zarion?"

That was the controversial poser which concluded a
four-page form which Japanese adults at the center and the
others in the country, were called upon to answer by last
Feb. 28. The question preceding that one was merely whether
the evacuee would agree to serve in combat duty wherever
and whenever ordered.

LEAVE FORM

Accompanying the original questionnaire was another
form, an application for leave clearance. This application
must be cleared by WRA officials at Topaz and in Washington
and further approved after a careful check by other govern-
mental agencies. Then the applicant is ready to begin
hunting a job which will support him on the YOutsider.

827 RELEASED

Several weeks ago, 827 residents of Topaz had gone
"outside™ to jobs, to make new homes. More than 1200 have
left the center on temporary leaves to accept seasonal or
temporary work. Of those who left to relocate permanently
six have returned.




DANGFR KIBEI!

Ready to put a knife in our backs, the smiling secret
agent, trained in Japan, hides among loyal Americans,
coiled to strike . . . . .« By William F. French

californians do not worry about Hirohito!s army or
navy. It is the Japs in America, especially the kibei --
pronounced "kee-bay" -- who appear to Westerners the
trickiest and smoothest article the devil ever spzawned.
Nobody can be sure what Japs among the nisei -- loyal,
American-born Japs -- are the deadly kibei.

Kibei are American-born Japs who were sent to Japan
at an impressional age to be taught Shintoism, militarism
and what to do for the god-emperor. They returned to
America as special agents for Japanese imperialism.
Because he is American-born, an American citizen, and
almost 100% American in his manners there is no way to
distinguish him from the nisei who have demonstrated their
complete loyalty to the U. S. A. The most dangerous ones
make it their business to appear harmless. They have
charming manners, but are the most infernal,

Californians say the kibei Jap is with us by the
thousands. He is, they say, the brains of the Japanese
espionage and sabotage in this country. He organized
the issei, the Japan-born Japanese in America, who were
still loyal to their emperor, for activity against the
United States. Working with the notorious Japanese secret
society, the Black Dragon, he planned fifth column activities,
Only interning all Japanese prevented the kibel's diabolical
plans from working.

The kibei is held 90% responsible for the rioting
at Manzanar camp on December 6, 1942, in which pro-Axis
Japanese attacked loyal American Japenese, killing one and
wounding nine. He stirred up 4,000 of the 10,000 Japs
in the Center, and, according to California newspapers,
started the crowd yelling: "Pearl Harbor, banzai, banzai,
banzail" The kibei then attacked democratic issei and
nisei. Yet not one of Hirohito'!s kibel agents was arrested
as such because they could not be distinguished from the
loyal nisei. Toyal American Japanese, beaten by pro-Axis
Japs, said that they could not spot the kibei even though
they were operating all around them.




Joan Fontaine, the movie star, declared: "Although
I was born in Japan, and while there in 1934 had 2 chance
to study the kibei boys in training for their sinister
work over here, I cannot tell a kibei from the collegiate,
American-trained Japs I've known around Hollywood."

Some Japanese who were sent back to be indoctrinated
with Japanese propaganda and trained to be secret agents
refuse to work for Hirohito. Thus not all so-called kibei
are dangerous. Some are 100% American. One of these is
Shuji Fujii. When he returned to the States after several
years of Japanese schooling, he turned sour on the Rising
Sun and made himself Bull's eye No. 1 for a Jap firing
squad.

"I went to Japan when I was five," he said, " I
came back at twenty-one, in 1931. I didn't like what they
taught me over there. I was glad to get out of Japan. In
1938 I started a paper called Doho which was one of the
first publications in America to protest the sale of oil
and scrap metal to militaristic Japan. I wanted to make
the Japanese here see how wrong Japan was, and to fight
Japanese propaganda here.”

Shuji says that the only thing to do is to put all
Japanese into internment camps. The loyal Japanese accept

internment willingly, he declares, because they know there
are dangerous kibei in their midst. He asserts it is
better to inconvenience 117,000 Japanese than to imperil
130 million Americans.

"P 1' C"
July 6, 1943 issue.




AMERICANS IN CONCENTRATION CAMPS

By Harry Paxton Howard

Over 70,000 native Americans, citizens born, are now
lodged in concentration camps in the American West, with
no criminal charges of any kind against them. No court has
found them guilty of any offense against American law; indeed,
no formal indictment has ever been drawn up against them.
It is acknowledged that the great majority of them are loyal,
law-abiding Americans, true to the country of their birth.
Some of them have given most useful assistance to the American
government against enemy spies and other agents. FEven in
their present situation, most of them are trying bravely to
make the best of things, and are willing to accept the govern-
ment's explanation of "military necessity."

Why are they there? First of all, because the United
States 1s at war, and the Army has secured tremendous power

in national affairs. The hapless citizens who have been deprived
of their constitutional rights and constitutional protection

have the misfortune to include among their ancestors persons

of a non white country with which the United States is now at
war., 1t is the "non white" which must be emphasized. American
citizens of German, Italian, Hungarian, Bulgarian, or Roumanian
ancestry have not been legally discriminated against. It is

only our citizens of Japanese ‘ancestry who have been put into
concentration camps. They are not "white." They are "not to

be trusted."

There are also some 40,000 enemy aliens in the same camps.
These aliens also are not "white.," If they were "white", the
great majority of them would not be aliens at all. Most of
them have been in this country over thirty years; their average
age is sixty-three years. But they have not been permitted to
become American citizens, as they are "Asiatics." During the
generation and more that they have been in this country, over
a million Germans and Itelians have entered the country and
been naturalized as American citizens. German Nazis and Italian
Fascists are "white" -- whatever their politics. But American
naturalization laws, as interpreted by the United States su-
preme court, deny the right of nmaturalization to Asiatics. So
Asiatic immigrants remain "aliens." If we are at war with
their homeland, they become "enemy aliens" -- including hundreds
who fought in the American armed forces in the first world war]}
They are "aliens" only because America has refused them citizen-
ship. '




ITALIAN-AMERICAN VS, JAPANESE-AMERICAN

Along the eastern coast of the United States, where the
number of Americans of Japanese ancestry is comparatively small,
no concentration camps have been established. From a military
viewpoint, the only danger of this coast is from Germany and
Ttaly. FEnemy submarines are carrying on a terribly successful
war against American shipping along the coast. They have landed
agents along the coast, some of whom have been apprehended.

But the American government has not taken any such high-handed
action against Germans and Italians--and their American-born
descendants--on the east coast, as has been taken against
Japanese and their American-born descendants on the west coast.
Germans and Italians are "white."

Tllustrative of the situation, and in some significant
ways symbolic, was the great "New York at War" parade on June 13,
Mayor LaGuardia, New York'!s capable and energetic chief executive,
was in charge. It was a most spectacular and comprehensive
affair, including not only American and Allied forces and dele-
gations but loyal German-Americans and Italian-Americans. It
even included Soviet Russians--whose loyalty to the war against
Hitlerism dates only from June 22, 1941, when Hitler invaded
Russia. Together with our Italian-American mayor on the official
reviewing platform were our capable Jewish governor, our "Nordic"
vice-president, and the Fascist King of Greece--now transformed,

like Stalin, into our "ally." It was both representative and
significant.

There was one little omission in the parade. Americans
of Japanese ancestry were not permitted to take part. A group
of them, of unguestioned loyalty, were turned down flatly while
Germans and Ttalians, marked proudly up Fifth avenue. ¥Four
members of the American Civil Liberties Union--Miss Florina Lasker,
chairman of the New York City committee, Rev. John Paul Jones,
Mary Dreier, and Guy Emery Shipler (editor of the Churchman)--
sent a shocked and indignant protest to Mayor LaGuardia and
Police Commissioner Valentine:

"We learn with amazement that the committee in charge of
the patriotic parade in support of the United Nations on
Saturday has refused to permit loyal Japanese-Americans
to march, although permitting German-Americans and Ita-
lians-Americans to participate. ©Such discrimination on
purely racial grounds is a shocking violation of our
democratic professions.”




Mayor Laeguardia did not déign to reply. It was, indeed,
a somewhat embarrassing question for him. How did it happen
that an American of Italian descent should bar Americans of
Japanese descent? Their "national" position was precisely
similar., And there was no doubt of the loyalty of either. But
he was "white" and they were "colored." It made a difference.

OUR_CONCENTRATION CAMPS

It was at the end of March--almost four months after Pearl
Harbor--that the Army started the forcible removal of west
coast Japanese-Americans to concentration camps. It was not
due to some urgent and pressing "present danger"; things were
more fully under control along the Pacific Coast than they had
ever been before--and far more than they had been during the
previous December, It was not due to the sudden shock and
hysteria occasioned by Pearl Harbor itself--that had long passed.
Neither was it due to any new revelations regarding Japanese
espionage or sabotage in Hawaii had been officially disproved.
The Tolan Committee had received an official statement from
the Honolulu Chief of Police, W. A. Gabrielson stating clearly
and without gualification: "There were no acts of sabotage
committed in the city and country of Honolulu on December 7,
nor have there been any acts of sabotage reported to the Police
Department since that date.....There was no deliberate blocking
of the traffie during December 7 or following that date by
unauthorized persons."

Possibilities of sabotage, indeed, were pretty well dis-
posed of along the Pacific Coast during the weeks and months
after Pearl Harbor. Loyal American of Japanese descent, and
Japanese residents loyal to their new homeland, had given full
cooperation to the American authorities in tracking down Japanese
spies and agents along the coast. By the end of March, these
creatures -seemed to have been pretty well cleaned up. The
propagandist Japanese-language schools, which our authorities
had permitted to carry on despite criticism from democratic
Japanese, were at long last closed down. But then, at the
end of March, the Army clamped down on the loyal Japanese-
American and put them into concentration camps. (There may be
a "moral" to thisy bit it's not a "good" one; it does not assist
the current line that the "Japs" are treacherous.)

Down to March 29, the Western Defense Command under Genera
DeWitt had encouraged voluntary evacuation of Japanese-Americans
from the coast into inland states. On that date, however, the
Command reversed itself; General DeWitt forbade further voluntary
evacuation, and ordered persons of Japanese ancestry to stay
where they were at the time. ' Later, they were moved by the Army.




They were forced to liguidate their farms and their little
businesses at ruinous prices. White speculators, farmers, and
business men took over their farms and shops. Second-hand men
and junk dealers got the contents of their homes. It was a
famous victory.

Though there were only a few hundred of these contemptible
profiteering creatures, they were aided by various forces. Race
prejudice is still a factor along the coast, and was exploited
to the utmost by the foul press-particularly that of Hearst and
Otis-~featuring absolutely false statements about "what happened
in Hawaii" and the "Yellow Peril." TLocal politicians had
competed with one another in showing their courageous patriotism
by reviling the "Japs." The Associated Farmers and Chambers
of Commerce cooperated with those of their members who were
eager and anzious to plunder their yellow skinned competitors.
And there was widespread ignorance as large numbers of persons
had never come to know any of the Japanese-/mericans, and were
worked into actual fear and hysteria by the anti-Japanese blasts
of the press and radio, Even among the Negroes along the coast,
many failed to reslize that the issue was basically racial,
directly concerned themselves.

The Army was not wholly above these things. If it was
immune to the pressure politics of A Farmers! Associations and
Chambers of Commerce, it was certainly not immune to race
prejudice, nor indifferent to the American Legion. Nor was it
interested in contradicting the anti-Japsnese propaganda of the
press and radio, which presumably helped "morale" and the war
effort. And it has pretty definite aims of its own--the extension
of military authority ovcer as wide a field as possible, supplant-
ing civil authority everywhere the opportunity offered. In
Hawail with its great colored mejority, which has never been
given State's rights and still remains a territory, the Army
obtained absolute powers from the President on December 7, since
which time the military dictatorship there has extended even
to the criminal courts. Army authority, it should be added,
is'Federal authority.

"PROTECTIVE!" CUETODY

There was, however, another factor present in March, Army
and Federal govenment officials, in private conversations,
expressed real apprahension of Japanese reprisals against American
prisoners-of-war, If Japanese were lynched in the United States.
The increasingly rapid fury of anti-Japanese invective, and
the murderous howling of the "vigilantes" for yellow meat, seemed
to presage some terrible outbursts. Lynchings had to be prevented;
“for this, it was necessary to heard Japanese and Japanese-
Americans into concentration camps-#for their own protection."




A high official in Washington said gravely to a representative
of the Federal Council of Churches: "It is a sad commentary
on the American way of life when we find it necessary to put
American citizens behind barbed wire in order to protect them.

There was, certainly, direct association between the Army's
moves and the war situation in the Far East. On Merch 25, the
Japanese had launched their final overwhelming drive against
the Filipino and American defenders of Bataan--half starved,
most of them sick and without medicines, watching daily for
reinforcements and supplies which never arrived. The government
knew the end was nearj MacArthur had already left for Australia;
by March 26 it was clear that Bataan could not last another
two weeks--though the soldiers were not told this. On March
29 came the Army's order on the west coast, reversing its
previous orders and forbidding further voluntary evacuation.
Members of General DeWitt's staff gave as a reason his fear
lest the evacuees suffer physical violence on account of the
strong hostility to them in many communities east of the First
Military Area.  Hvents on Bataan soon made clear why this fear
developed at that particular moment. By April 10 several thousand
sick and starving American prisoners were in Japanese hands--
and several times that namber of Filipino prisoners.

If General DeWitt's idea was really to protect Japanese-
Americans from ‘their white fellow-citizens, he must be given
duecredit. It must be noted, however, that this laudable impulse
does' not seem to have developed until it became certsin that
the Japanese would soon have thou ands of American prisoners
in their hands--upon whom reprissls might be taken. The lynch-
ings of yellow American would be no light matter if 1t were
countered by shootings of white American prisoners by the Japa-
nese. Jap-nese-Americans had to be protected--not for their
own sakes, but for the protection of American soldiers in Japa-
nese hands. The Japanese now had American hostages foriour
good behaviorn,

There was, indeed, another way out. The government, with
its thousands of official censors and propagandists, could
have clamped down of the Hitler-like racial fury of the anti-
Japanese press could have given wide circulation to the facts
regarding Pearl Harbor and the splendid loyalty of most Americans
of Japanese descent, could have emphasized Secretary Hullt's official
statement that he expected the Japanese reply to his note of
November 26 to be "war," could have stressed the fact that
Washington had notified Hawaii on November £7 that negotiations
with Japan "had ended" and that an attack was to be expected
at any time. But this would have gone counter to the official
propaganda about "Jap trachery," and might not have helped war




morale., So, instead, we slapped the "Japs" into concentration
camps--for the protection of American soldiers in Japanese
hands. ©So our Army also got some "prisoners"--and hostages.

FILTH AND SOUALOR

If the Army's aim was the protection of Japanese-Americans,
this aim seems to have been forgotten as soon as the evacuees
were got into the pleasantly named "reception centers" and
"assembly centers." They were treated as dangerous aliens,
and their accommodation was of the worst. The Army was in
charge, and it was almost impossible to obtain permits to
leave; the Army accused evacuees of "trying to escape!" (from
"protection") Ten thousand or more per:cons would be confined
to an area of less than a sguare miles, sometimes surrounded
by barbed wire and always by armed guards. At Manzanar and
some other centers the guards would not permit parcels--soap,
clothing, shoes, baby things--to be brought into the camp.

For a long time such urgent necessities as goggles--to keep
dust from the eyes in windy and semi-desert centers--could not
be brought in.

There was no direct torture. It was an American, not a
Nazi, concentration camp. ©Some of the older inhabitants--most
of the Japanese born were over sixty--suffered from insufficiency
of their customary rice. Persons accustomed to daily bathing
and the most scrupulous cleanliness found it "trouble-some"
to live in filth, lacking tubjs, buckets, wasning machines or
sufficient soap. Perpetually dusty and dirty eyes were painful
and "troublesome." Bables found unwashed diapers painful as
well as odorous. Parents suffered as their children sickened
and died, living in a filth and squalor such as neither they
nor their ancestors hadknown within their long memories. But
there was no "torture,"

Not all the evacuees were yellow. There were some white
and other non-Japanese--mostly women married to Japanese-
Americans. And some of the Japanese-Americans were not more
than one-eight Japanese, owing to inter-marriage. But a
"Jap" was anyone with traceable Japanese blood--just as Hitler's
"Jews" means anyone with trzceable Jewish blood. A Japanese
grandfather to a German in Berlin--or a Negro grandfather in
Atlanta. Some of the women--Americans of Japanese descent--
were separated from non-Japanese husbands who could not or would
not make the sacrifice from following them into bondage.

Housing conditions vary in the different camps. Usually

the houses are long barracks, with a single community toilet
and laundry for a block:of houses with hundreds of persons.




At Manzenar and some other centers, the houses are built of
rough lumbers; dust sweeps in continuously. At Manzanar there
are two to three families, or eight to ten persons, to a
room--assigned regardless of age or sex., The population
density of Manzanar is about ,O 000 persons, per, sguare mile--
equal to that in Metropolitan New York.

There is no running water in houses in mogst of the camps.
At Manzanar only two of the twelve blocks of houses have hot
showers in the community toilet, and hot water for diswashing.
For weeks, there were P;ﬂOSt no laundry and washing facilities--
in a dusty and windy area, for a people accustomed to daily
bathing at all times. At Puyallup, to the north, there was
one small washroom for every 250 persons; on endless line was
standing and weiting at all times--in a broiling sun most of
the ‘dey, and with no shade. ‘It is not so dusty at Puyallup.
The dirt does not come through the walls, but from the ground.
The shacks are laid flat on the ground, and mud oozes up through
the floors during the after freauent rains. But the roof is
only plank plus tarpaper, so the sun soon bnhes the mud--and
the immates. Sometimes the sewage-disposal pipes break, and
the sewage flows down the streets. Chllmron play in the filth
they mukt play somewhere. But there is no "torture.,"

Food 1is adeguate. Anyway, no one has died of starvation.
But some old persons, accustomed to rice and vegetables, cannot
digest stale bread and canned wieners and beans. Tea is their
great solace--but some of them cannot drink it when it is dosed
with saltpeter, as it done at Camp Harmony and some other
"resorts.'" Also, some of them find it difficult to stand in
line for half an hour or more, in the long mealtime queues,
out in the rain with their fecet in the mud, or in the fierce
sun' farther south, waiting for their miserable portions of
canned foods. They grew beautiful vegetables, of course. But
other persons are eating them--when they are being eaten. . Some
times the patriotic whites who grabbed their farms simply plowed
the vegetable crops under, not knowing how to handle them.

IT CONCERNE THE.NEGRO

What has happened to these Americans in recent months is
of direct concern to the American Negro. For the barbarous
treatment of these Americans is the result of the color line.
This cannot be too often repeated or too clearly understood.
These men, women, and children have been teken from their
pleasant homes and long-cultivated farms, and businesses because
their skins are yellow and their eyes have the tell-tale




Mongolian eyefold. Americans of Germens or Italian descent

are not being discriminated. against. Wendell Willkie and
Florella LaGuardia are not being stuck into filthy and noisome
shacks in vile concentration camps because they are of German
and Italian ancestry; they are white. 01d Germans ang Italians
who have lived in the United States for a generation are not
being discriminated against; they are white, and most of them
are citizens. Even the Germans and Italians who have reached
these shores during the past twenty years are not treated as
"enemies." Many of them, in fact, are giving loyal service to
their adopted country: these service to their adopted country;
these services are welcomed. @ They are white.

Negroes have been told again and again:  "Work cuietly,
be industrious, mind your own business, and you will get justice
even in America." That is what these yellow-skinned Americans
believed. They worked cheerfully and industriously. They
turned deserts into beautiful and fertile farm-land, grew
vegetables and fruits for themselves and for others. They
distinguished themselves at school, ab8tained from politics,

had the lowest crime-rate of any group in the entire country.
They earned the respect of all decent white persons who came

in contact with them, over-coming racial prejudice among tens

of thousands; many of these tried ineffectively to help them
during recent months; most ‘significant is the fact that there
have actually been no lynchings, and that Japanese-American

felt safe in their own American communities where they were
known. They did not ask for the Army's "protection," it was
thrust upon them.

What has been their regard? . They have been plundered of
every thing, and crowded in concentration camps fit only for
pigs. If West brook Pegler and the southern senators have their
way they will be deported to Japan when the war 1s over. -There
is already a move to deprive them of citizenship--a more headed
by the "Native Sons of the Golden West" and the Senate's Immigra-
tion Committee. If this move is suecessful it would disfranchise
not only Japanese-Americans but other "Asiatics." It is
using as its basis, indeed, an 1898 court decision disfranchising
an American of Chinese descent--later overruled by a majority
United States supreme court decision., S And if native-born
Americans, of Asiatic descent, can be denied all civil rights
and civil liberties, what about Americans of African Descent?

Down to the Civil War, Americen citizenship was for "free
whites." The Fourteenth Amendment ended this limitation--on
paper--and racial limitations on citizenship were formally




abolished., It has taken a long while to approach this. Most
American Negroes are still disfranchised--by poll tax or other
restrictions in the states where they are most numerous. But
much has been gained, and colored Americans are now struggling
with increasing success for a position of political equality.

The drive against Americans of Asiatic d
counter to this.. It is.significant thit
congressmen are among the most rabidly anti-
Asiatic-Americans can be done to Afro-America

This is an integral part of the struggle for human and
racial equality. It concerns every Negro. It concerns every
believer in democracy and human ecuality, regardless of color.
"For evern as yet have done it unto the least of these my
brethren, ye have done it unto me."
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6 sach group 1s directed by a leader, who is resvonsible to
the directors for the running of her particular grour and also
for the assleting teachers under her. The numberf of teachers
in each school vary according to the
ith from 6 to 8 full-time teachers.
The re are certain individuals who give rart-time assistance.
They are often married women who are interested in our program
put cannot work full time because of theilr home responsibilities.

The whole pre-school program ls directed by two co-directors
who are directly responsible to the superintendent of educ:tion.
The responsibility of the administrative and organizational work,
the coordinating of all the groups, teacher training and teacher
sédection rests with them.

Une secretary takeg care of clerical matters in the admin-
lstrativework. ©She assists by making coprles of lecture material
and stories and songs for the use of the schools. iinutes of
every meeting are kept according to government repula ions. ©She
also looks after correspondence.

-The members of our staff are required to work 44 hours per
week. ihe morning hours are given to practical nursery school
teaching experience in the schools.

¥ ‘.‘,: lLal/ L8 J

There are certaln limitation imrosed uron us because of the
pecullar set up. Coorerative use of our school buildings 1is
necessgary by various departments and sgencies becsuse of the
lack of availasble facilities.

The service of an interested custodian is of vital imror-
tance to our vork, Eaeh bdilding 18 ecuipred with three large
gtoves and all of therm must have large fires built in them early
enough in order that the building 1s warm enough before the
school opens. The bullding has no partitions and hesatine 1t
thoroughly tak s some time, A thorough dally sweepine and mop=-
ning is e¢ssential in this particular elimate and atmosphere.
t and wash
# latrine 1is

frost

Une of our major problems 1s the lack of tolle
facllities “Ithin the bullding. The distance to tk
especially problematic when the westher 1s cold anc
rhen the roads are muddy after a storm.

o
-
Y

oince the faeilitlies at the latrines are of standard size,
steps leading up to the wash bowlses, Solletseats, and rlatform
around the tollets have been made for the use of our schools.
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Central Utah Project

We are lacking in outdoor equinment mostly. Slnce our
school has no yard, we cannot provide as much outdoor activities
as we wish., Certainly, equirment such aas swings, slides, ars,
climbing bars would help a lot.

For the large number of children in our centers and number
of centers....there 1s a lack in the number of toys sc that one
muet continually repvort to utilizing avallable material. OSuch
itens as enpty milk cartons (vaper) are washed and used as a
drop box" for milk tors. They can also be covered and used as
blocks, trains, or filled with stones for rattles,

In Their creative work, we have nded the influence of bar-
ren. surroundings in the piletures that they draw and the objects
they mak® out of clay. In their clay work for instance, ther:
is a predominance of pancakesg, & rare breakfast treat. After
the tirst few snow falls, many snow men were made out of clay.

A nature study nook has becn made in each school where con-
tributions of unusual stones, twigs, leaves, and even at times
birde or fish are brought. Children collect many of these things
on thelr walks.

Because of our lack of outdoor equipment, we are not able
to carry on thes much needed outdoor activitlies. DBut we try to
vive more attention to our walks, and on warm days, almost every
chlild jolns a group. It is possible to encoursye conversation
on these trips and to help children to be observing af thelr
surroundings.

Children have little oprortunity for quiet where a whole
family live in a one-room apartment. Even a short perlod helr
At the beginning when we did not have the facllitles for the
rest period, we discovered the children were more irritable and
the school more nolsy and unsettled.

Thelir fres play include more material for gpounp activity
such ac nlaying store, bullding tralns, etec, They enjoy more
highly skilled activities such as carpentry. Thelr mid-after-
noon lunch is orgsnized in amore formal way:  c¢hildren sit at
tablee and walt for the group. They are asked to help with
table setting, putting out and away of mattresses. Actlvitles
guch as singling, and story telliny are varticirated in by the
ehildren much more. Dramatizing of stories by the children are
enjoyed. Excursions are planned for the entire group to wrious
centers of interest in the community. Emphasis 18 placed on
broadening the children's knowledge by the introduetion of a
more varied program,
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Central Egtsh 8roject

Then there i1s the problem of emergencles and accidents
with very young children. The teachers with the aid of toilet
charts are able to know which children need to go in addition
to the regular routine and how often. Cold weatheér increase
thig difficulty.

BOY SgouT
Honthly Revnort for lMarch
HIGHLIGHT

1, Scout Fleld Day--HMarch 6 at high school ground. 86 scouts,
11 leaders, and 300 spectators. Events:
Prill teams, tug of war, relays, first aid,
signaling, string burning, water belling,
knot tyinge.

wenlor Secoult Dange--Mareh 7 at Ree. Hall #34; 60 participants.

Induetion of Hawall people--HMarch 14, 72 scouts, Jrum and
bugle playing, ushering, gulding,
handling of baggages, bulldipg
fires in stoves, checking of
ecduirment.

Taking part in Volunteer Ceremony--March 14, At Rec. #4. 4 scouts.
faking part in YBA Conferende--March 20, DH #32. @9 scouts,

Inanguration of District Committee Council--iarch 30 at Boy
Scout lodge. 6
leaders participated.

~»iscusslion on Cubblng with Chief Anderson--iMarch 30
Seout Lodge
leaders

e Ushering of Hawall people for Camp Tour--4 Scout leaders.
BETNGS

1, Counecil Mecting--March 10 at BoyBeout Lodge; dlscussion on
reglstration of scouts. March 1§ at Boy Scout
Lodge; dlscusaion on Cubbing. HMarch £3 at
Boy Scout Lodge; Plunnine for District Coun-
e¢il Inaugurastion.

Your lodge staff meetinz every Moanday; Diseussion on future
rvlans, activities,

Cubmasters and Den Chief's Training session--March 24-14 nartici-
nants.
March 31-9 "




Central Utah Project

HIKINGS**patrol hikings

GAMES®*¥Softball baseball games

ADVARCEMENTO®*3 tenderfeets; 7 2nd classes; 11 merit badge test
pasgsser,

COM

weveral Bcouts cannot pasgs the First Class Tests due to
the fact that no awimming facilitlies avallable.

Handleraft work went down somewhat, due to the lack of
gcrap lumber. Conferences held with the narents on Dubbing
indlcate that they have more interests on Cubbing rather than
on Scouting,

With the change of weather, maore residents are visiting
the Leout Lodge. ie have had ten school classes wvisit us during
the month of March.




RESOLUTION TO SECRETARY OF WAR HENRY L, STIMSON

We, the citizens of the United States of America,
residents of the Central Utah Relocation Project , Topaz, Utah,
in order to perform our duties as loyal citizens of the United
States and in order to uphold the principles of democracy as
established in the constitution of the Uniyed States do hereby
state that:

WHEREAS, we the citizens of the Uniyed States have been
asked by our Government to pledge our unqualified allegiance
to this country.

WHEREAS, we ahve accepted in good faith and in full co-
operation the extraordinary orders of the Unlted States Army.

WHEREAS, we feel that we have given our fullest coopera-
tion to this program of evacuation,

WHEREAS, we ahve temporaridy surneridéered many of the rights
and privileges of citizenship which we have heretofore enjoyed

WHEREAS, fThe Gomernment through the Federal Reserve Bank
has promiged us full protection from unscrupulous pepople at
the time of evacuation.

WHEREAS, we feel that the Federal Reserve Bank has falled
to protect the people

WHEREAS, we suffered losses of homes, properties, work,
freedom of movement, separation Srom friends, and all things
we felt dear to us without protest

WHEREAS, we wish to prevent in the future, the mass
evacuatiton or confining of citizens without trial

WHEREAS, we feel that there 1s only one class of citizen-
ship in this country and a loyal citizen of one race should not
be treated any different from another

WHEREAS, we believe that some of these things mentioned
above constiture a violation of our civil rights

WHEREAS, we belleve sincerely and honestky in the
principle of freedom of Speech, freedom of Worship, freedom
of the Press and freedom of Assemblage as embodled in the
Constitution and its amendments

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED:

1., That we ask Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson that after

a thorough investigation by the Military Intelligence and
the Federal Bureau of Investigation and other Federal
authorities that persons that are cleared should have




absolutée freedom of movement and the cholice of returning
to thelr homes.

That we request President Roosevelt to glve us assurance
that he will use his good office in an endeavor to secure
all constitutional and civll rights as American citizens.

That the security for the lsseis be assured.

That we ask President Roosevelt to use his good office to
bring favorable impression to the public regarding the
loyal citlzens.

That we ask that those Issels considered by the Government
being not disloyal to this Government be classifled ms
friendly aliens.

That we have the Government note the advantage of the good
publicity to be gained by disbursing Nisel soldlers l1nto

the Army at large rather than by forming a separate combat
team; and that the Government further note that the educa-
gion of Caucasion soldiers can be made through deep comrade-
ship that grows between soldiers facinf a common task and
thereby educate the American public.

That the Government recognizing that we are fighting for
. the Four Freedoms as embodied in the Atlantie Charter should
apply these democratic priciples to us here at home.

That we believe that if satisfactory ahswers can be given by

a Government spokesman, preferably the President of the United
States, to these questions we can go and fight for this our
country without fear or qualms concerning the security of

our future fights.

AND BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED,

That we respectfully ask for immediate answers to the questions
in this resolution.




February 16, 1943

TO: Charles F. Ernst

FROM: Dillon Myer

SUBJECT: Regarding Resolutions Addressed to Secretary Stimson

THE RECENT ANNOUNCEMENT BY SECRETARY STIMSON WAS MADE IN GOOD FAITH. THE
OPPORTUNITY PROVIDED BY THIS ANNOUNCEMENT IS IN MY JUDGMENT THE STEPPING
STONE TO THE ATTAINMENT OF THOSE THINGS OUTLINED IN THE RESOLUTION PROVIDED
THE EVACUEES ARE WILLING TO ACCEPT THE SECRETARY'S ANNOUNCEMENT AND THE
SUBSEQUENT STATEMENT BY THE PRESIDENT IN GOOD FAITH. THE WRA HAS URGED
SOME SUCH OPPORTUNITY BY WHICH THE GOOD FAITH OF THE JAPANESE AMERICANS
COULD BE DRAMATIZED IN SUCH A MANNER THAT IT MIGHT BROUGHT QUICKLY AND
CLEARLY INTO THE CONSCIOUSNESS OF THE AMERICAN PUBLIC. THIS IS NOT THE

T IME TO QUIBBLE OR BARGAIN, THIS IS THE CRUCIAL TEST. IT IS THE TIME FOR

THOUGHTFUL CONSIDERATION AND DECISION. SECRETARY STIMSON CANNOT GIVE THE
ANSWERS TO THE RESOLUTION. THAT ANSWER WILL BE PROVIDED IN. A LARGE MEASURE
BY THE EVACUEES OF TOPAZ AND THE OTHER RELOCATION CENTERS DURING THIS WEEK
AND NEXT. IT IS MY HOPE AND MY BELIEF THAT THEY WILL NOT FAIL THIS CRUCIAL
TEST, '

DILLON MYER




UTAH'S STRANGEST COMMUNITY: TOPAZ RELOCATION. CAMP

By Arthur Gaeth

What do you know about Topaz, the sixth largest COﬂ*unity in
Utah? Mail clerks and telephone operators very often cannot find it.
Tocated some 165 miles southwest of Salt Lake City is historic Pah-
vant valley, named after a mountsin full of transparent prismatic
crys stals which form semiprecious stones, this strange place has a
unigue homogeneous population. Except for a troop of soldiers,
group of governmental administrators and educators, a construction
foremen and some workers, the 8500,people at Topaz are all of Jap-
anese extraction.

One year ago the wastelands of Pahvant Valley provided winter
pasturage for flocks of sheep. Along the banks of the fevier river
and the cannals of the 1r11gut10n sv0tem there were some promising

i@rmv. There were and are such communities as Delta and Hinckley
which once prospered on alfalfz seed and lambs., But off toward the
Confusion mountains, there was nothing but juniper and greasewood
and alkali soil, a few relics and arrowheads, and mountsins that
looked inviting to the artist but sustained little 1life. In 1200
the land had been classified as unproductive.

TEN THOUSAND HOUSED IN ONE*STORY BARRACKS

Recause populated areas protested against Japanese infiltration,
it was decided to settle 10,000 evacuees from the Pacific coast in
Pahvant valley, 10 miles .e‘t of Delta. Late in the summer of 1947,

the army had 500 120x20-foot one-story barracks built and on Feptem-
ber. 10 the first irhabitant moved in. A month later a population of
8500 had been established. The brush began to diﬁanyear' the bar-
racks began to look habitable. Industriously the inmates began to
cearch the desert and the mountains to provide decorations and de-
sert landscaping and to creste the foundations for a new desert en-
vironment and civilization.

Most of the.Jdvanese porulation of Topaz came from the Bay dis-
trict of California. Only 7 per cent of the community settlers had
been enga geu in agriculture. They were predomine nf]y urbanites,

Among them is a university yrofec or whose work is known throughout
the West. There are doctors and dentists. One man owned severa 1 nr-
series and 2 dozen sutomobiles. There is the owner of the Golden Gate
Tea Qardens. Some of Grant Avenue's most prosperous "China Town"
merchants sre zmong the inhabitants. Then are thousands of young
people, born and educated in the United ftates. Most of these speak
1little Japanese. They play football and basket ball, jitterbug, ap-
preciate hamburgersand hotdogs, not sukiyaki. In many ways they “rc
tyric_] American-born descendants of fore]gn born pﬁrprtQ—— ofte

in conflict with their elders who still retein the ways of the old
world. These voung people had already broken away, many of them, act-
ually to resenttthe stigma of the alien which has attached to them.
They wanted to be Americans but found it difficult. Most of them

came to Topaz determined to show that they could take it. They would
prove that they were loyal fmericans. They are being put to the test;




it will bring out the good in them or break them snd ruiln their lives.

Femilies Live in Single Rooms of Varying Size

Today the people of Topaz live in hurriedly construeted army bar
racks., Families live in q1ngle rooms of varying size, depending on the
number of family members. The rooms are simply furnished; they are
without plumbing fistures, electrically lighted, heated by iron stoves.
The climate lacks the mildness of the bay area. It runs to extremes, but
it is tnvigorating. It will require the hardiness of pioneers to wea-
ther:this ordeal, but a s Professor Obasta told his art students: "We
will survive 1f we look to the mountaing for inspiration znd forget
the sands at our feet.'

The people are fed out of community kitchens, three times & day,
at government expense, Thelr mezls are adequate. They conform to the
recuirements of sound dietetic principles. They are cooked by Japanese
chefs and the average cost of a day's rations is 45 cents, Topaz is
affected by the contingencies of war, as is everyone else in America.
The community faces certain shortages everyday. It consumes about 17,
000 pounds of meat a week, which is about two pounds per person.There
is only one cup of coffee and two .cups of tea per day. Mergerine must
often be used instead of butter. Rice is the major food., There are
mectless days and days with few vegetables, However, there is always
enough to eat.: The food is cleanly prepared end tastely served by Jap-
anese men and women who earn #16 and #1929 a month doing it. The talk
about the- peopile of Toyaz living in luxurybeyond thst of the average
American is unfounded.

Camp Provides Work For All Who Wish It

The' camp provides work for all who wish to work. As long as Jjobs
are.available inside and outside of the community, no .relief will be
paid to those who wish to work. Many of the people of Topaz were well
to do and are supplying their "extras" out of their own pockets. Those
who have no means can obtain jobs at the rate of #12, £16 and %$19 &
1onth. After all, 35 mess hells must be maintained. The safety
huge sguare mile "eity" must be assured by fire and protection
The community must be kept clean. A 175-bed hospital must be
700, acres of fair farming land miast be made to produce a good bp: rt of
the food that will be comsumed: in ‘the camp next yecr. The Limited :job
experience: .of thc camp members will be expanded through the school sys-
tem, which is comprised of two elementary schools, a Juﬂior and sen-
ior high school and 3 vocational training and adult education center.

The population of the camp is ;re,OJser“ntly under 45 years of ag
Over 3000 of the 8500 people are between the ‘ages of 16 and 30. Sixty
per cent of all the dnhabitants are American born citizens of the coun-

try. More English than Japanese are spoken, The Nisel ‘or second gener-

ation Americzn-born Japanese generally act as Americans and would 1like
to be Americans if they were not "br*pded.“

The ‘impression that all Japanese are created according to one pat-




tern, that!they all think and act
have their groups and difference

111ike, 1s not well-founded. They too,
s and American environment has tended
though the mark of race and discrimi-
r Y

to meke them more pI‘O}Lk»U.LCOd, 1
hese people togethe much more than they
b o {S] J

1
nation against them has driven t
ordinarily would be.

Certain Dangers Grow Out Of Topaz Plan

Communities on the Topaz patteérn are recreating certaln da:
to the country. Japanese youth in this country hss often shown
dency to get away from the influence of its-elders. Shintoism,
tional religion of Japan, emphasized 2 veneration for the past
elders and emperors. Where the Japanese hhve lived together, the old
have wielded influence and controlled the habits and customs to a wide
degree. In the econfinement of a Topaz, the influence of tradition and
family may be even stronger than it was in the little "Tokyo" on the
coast. Many of these Isei or Japanese-born elders have never lost the
influence of the o0ld country and their regard for their home-country
is still high--although that is not universally the case.. Although the
shintoists were all interned and there are none in the war relocation
centers, the development ofthe youth in these centers will not be as
freely along ‘merican lines as it would be if they had been completely
cut.loose from the nationalistic influence of their past. The Japanese
family System needs to be broken down. The relocation and settlement of
the Niseil or Japshese-Americans in different parts of the country, out-—
side the former little "Tokyos" and, even away from these camps, may
help them become better Americans unless Amerigan prejudice makes it
impossible for them to supviwe.

Young And 014 Get Educational Chance

The education processes for the youth and even the old folks of
Topaz have not ceased. Two elementary schools about 350 students
each are in operation in 12 barracks. Professor John C, Carlysle,
formerly of the school of eduestion at Utah State Agricultral Col-
lege, is superintendent of schools. His institutions are meeting Utah
state school requirements. There is a Jjunior and senior high school for
1000 students —-- of that number 245 are juniors and 165 seniors. Many
of these students will.want to go on to college but that is a hurdle
which has not yet been crossed. More than 2000 adults have registered
in the different adult education classes which operate under the dir-
ection of Professor Taverne C. Bane, formerly of the University of Utah,
Professor Chiura Obata, until recently on the faculty at the University
of California, is condueting an art school for more than 350 students.
His wife, one of the outstanding flower arrangement experts in the
country, has a large following, although she only has cactus, juniper,
and greasewood with which to work. Hundreds of adults are studying mu-
sic, textiles, handwork and a dozen other subjects for which talented
American and Japanese teachers have been found in the community. The




construction of a high school and two elementary school buildings is
definitely on the bullding program.

Good Stores Provide Necessary Extras

The "city" reveals meny aspects of normal 1life. It has two stores.
They are cooperatives and provide the extras that people must have.
They do more than a thousand dollars in business each day and former
Grant Avenue merchants operate them. They never knew business was soO
much fun. It is easy to show a profit with little competition and the
wages of clerks pegged at #16. At the end of each ouarter profits are
divided among the members of the cooperatives in ration with their pur-
chases. With 28 births and 11 deaths, the community is not far behind
the Utah mortality average. There are 73 patients in the hospital, an
institution which may well become the pride of Topaz.

The "city" operates under American governmental supervision, but
it has its own city council form of government. Fach of the 36 blocks
elects an unpaid councilman, who must be Japanese-Americans. The coun-
cil elects its chairman, at present a Dr, Hirota, who was a dentist
in the bay district. The council passes its own ordinances in con-
formity with the basic government regulations set up for these centers.
In addition to its councilman representative, each block of 12 barracks
and ©75 inhabitants has a paid manager and a safety warden. The block-
manager is the "go-between" for government and people, His office 1s
in the block "mess hall" one of the three block buildings not dwell-
ings. There us also a block recreation center and a building which

houses latrines and washrooms, for there are no lavatories or washrooms
in any of the dwellings. The block wardens look after safety and clean-
liness. These community representaives and agents do not operate
without friction, for many of the people are having their first inti-
mate experiences with local government. A judiciary committeet:functions
to arbitrate and adjudicate disputes and conflicts. Only one case has
come up that it was felt should be passed on to the county court,

Sociologist Heads Camp Officials

The United States government representative and director is Charles
F. BErnst, one of the outstanding "practical" sociologists in the coun-
try. For years he has been engaged in social work in state and national
capacity. His "humane" understanding will help these people adjust in
this strange new environment. There were no precedents except concen-
tration camps for the establishment of these communities. They are a
great experience. Many mistakes could be made. The army operates at
Topaz, but only in supervisory capacity and to maintain order. It is
located outside the inclosure. So far, there have been no serious
troubles at Topaz, The people are well treated.

Topaz is an American war relocation project. The title gives an
clue to its purpose. With the outbreak of war at Pearl Harbor, the
Japanese population of the United States created a serious problem.




There might have been an invasion of the west coast. There was a sub-
versive Japanese element in the country. It was practically impossible.
to differentiate biologically between the Chinese and Japanese. If the
Nipponese had landed three or four hundred civilian-dressed parachutists
on our west coast, they might have dissppeared among the Japanese pop-
ulation and done untold damage to vital American installations. To

meet every eventuality, the Japanese had to beem moved. They were given
a few weeks to leave the coastal area voluntarily, but voluntary evacu-
ation broke down. The government took a hand a2nd moved more than

100,000 people of Japanese extraction into camps, where their movements
could be observed and controlled. There had been no time to differentia-
te between loyal and subsersive elements except in those cases where

the Federal Bureau of Investigation had files on some of the individuals.
A half dozen large camps were established in ths unpopulated regions of
the west and now a segregation proegess is under way.

Communities Set'Up As Stop-Gap Need

These communities are not to become a permanent fixtures in the
life of any state. They are mere stop-gaps. The Japanese and the
Japanese Americans were asked to help establish:them. It has been a
test of their loyalty; the younger people have accepted it as such.

They are working hard to make life bearable under the strange new con-
ditions, but they are also,awaiting the day when the relocation processe:
will begin to take effect. That is the purpose behind these camps. Their
inhasbitants are to be Besettled. The American citizens will be aided

in reestablishing themselves in communities in which a place for them
can be found. The Federal Bureau of Investigation will have to clear
them. Then they can leave the community when the relocatiob service

can find a "niche"” for them. The first generation Japanese or the Issei,
who are aliens, will remain in these communities until after the war,
when a definite policy toward them will have to be formed or the coun-
try revert to the prewar status.

The United States do not propose to go to the peace table after
this war with any black marks against its record for the way it dealt
with its aliens or its citizens of foreéign extraction. America needs
to protect and safeguard her position, but the United States do not
use Nazi or Jap methods of torture and mistreatment because #t happens
to be at wer with countries from which it has attracted inhabitants.
America hopes to help establish a peace after this war in which the
basic human freedom will be the right of all.Topaz offers Utah some
complications and problems, but the affairs of Topaz are not beyond
adjustment. A wise handling ©f the problems of the people of Topaz
by the war relocation administratidon will not settle more Japanese
in Utah than the industries .of the State can absorb.
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FORT DOUGLAS: Peter Ka-
‘me, Tom Xitagawa, Yoneo
Maruyama, George Iiatsui,
Tony Nakayama, Hideso Nei-
shi, /Ren Nihei,  ‘Hiroshi
Nishikubo, Raymond Nomura,
Shunsuke Ochi, lasami ﬁdo
(enichi Shi-
Tsutomu Sumimoto,
! satoshi Ta-
mura, Jog
Toda, Sg/+
I”“]l

e s 1

mio Sakurai,
momura
Shizuo
mura ,

]

Ozaki.
Noputo

3hizuo

Fumiko

siitsuo

Harold

1sawa ,

Henry Obaya-
Oshita, Edward
kctoshi, Ka-

Shinto,

ILU.. Frank
OHIO:
lakashige

nd. "Tsu
Fujita,

Thomas
s Shin-
ruko Toguchi,
Fred Hayashi,
Oku, Jim Kawamura
(llfﬂ='1 Keng Na 73—
Joe Lcururg.
INATI, OHIO: Vic-
and Tomiko Ka-

mura,,
CINGC
tor, Shizu
sa i,
DETROIT, MICH.:
Koiohi
Hirotsu,
Clara, and
Kuroko, Altce
Hitoshi lianiwa,
N ARBOR, LIICH, :
and . Bernice
.1 Horikoshi,
rama .
VAL O&KES,
and Talashi
uyo Klnoshlta.
WEAPOLIS,
Hanamoto,

Jim Na-
Fujioka,
Kilkuko,
Alcnard
Nalzatomi,

Sachi-
Arimoto,
Shirelki

LIINN,
tiinoru
YORK:

and Junko

YORK CITY, MNILW YORK:
ry Shin, Vasu“o Ishida
o CANY POLKS TA S Hloaye
Weoni .
T IRIAL, INDEFINITE

DETROIT, LICHIGAN:
7"7(: ‘r:’:muwﬂa

CLEVELAND,, OHIO:
‘Kazehi, llasa Shishido,
; NE'Y YORXK CITY, NCW YORK:
George thmamoto,

FEASONAL

1ENH

Abe

Sayoko

SH FORK:HETTYy Kdee..

MILWAUKEE OFFERS NURSE'W

SERVICE  TO NISEL

LILVAUKEE, Wis, --- With
two sons of a, nisei ser-
viceman already in attend~
ance, the ililwaukee State
Teachers.College Federal
Child Care..Center .. will
give every .consideration
to applications from other
n¥seli families with wogk~-

- % 3
FIVE MASAOKAS)
SE/Q\\/E l’/\\/ /“\\/2/\/’ \/

Five brothers’
be the largest number en-
listed . in the United
States Army from a Japanese
family, according to a sur-
vey now beine¢ conducted by
the National Headquarters
of the Japanese American
Citizens Leapgue, The five
i:asaoka brothers, four of
whom are now overseas, en-
gaged in the 1ttlefront
with the 442nd Regzimental
Combat Team which the
famed 100th Bittﬁlion is
now a »nart, and thc Nakada
boys from the Gila Reloca-
tion Center seem to be the
largest.

The next are the Yoshi-
no brothers, formerly of
Alameda, California, and
the Sa!l ura brothers from
the iiinidoka center,

Anyone who kanows of any
brothers or sisters in the
armed forces are requested
to notify the names of the
soldiers, their ranls,
their family background,
and a vhoto 1if available,
The renort should be sent
to JACL National Headouar-
ers, 415 Beason
oaL* Lake City 1,

MUSIC PRCGRAM
‘SIGN-UPS SLATED

Sign-ups for the vari-
ous courses under the high
schnnl music program will
be onen from 10 to 12 ii on
llonday and Tuesday at
32-8-FEF, according to liiss
Pauline Austin, new music
director, Cnurses include
choruses, quartets, band,
and theory of music classes

IIiss Austin was former-
lyidirector ‘of- mugie . at
Jerome, Arkansas Tech,
Russellville, « Ark,, Sul
Ross College, Akpine,Tex, ;
Fast Texas State

Teachers
College, - Commerce, Tex.,;

seem tb

Building,
Utah

Anhn

and Alpine Publiec Schools,

MOITHERS

ing mothers, it was an-
nounced . recently by Ilirs.
Hans 'Jeisel, supervisor,

The boys are Gerald Sa-
ura, 4, and younger
brother, Chester Salwura,Jr,
3y formerly of the ilinido-
ka nroject. They are the
sons of Sgt, Chester Y,
Sakura of Camp. Shelby and
ilrs, Sakura, who is. work-
ing in Jllwaukee.

The nursery  school,
which is financed with Lan-
ham Act fund, is for child-
ren, 2 to 4 years.old, of
emnl oyed mothers, It is
open all day for six .days
at the Alexander
lid tchell school,

All children. receive
daily health inspections
from a part-time nursc,and
those with minor allments
arc given care in an isola-
tion room, In-bctween meal
snacks of fruit juicc, cra-
ckers and milk are provid-
ed. A storyteller cnl’ =
ve the rest perious
which follow outdoor play.

Alpha Chi Omega . -soro

rity is giving financi
aid for the-purchase of re-
creational equipments, Tie
school will accommodate 30 °
crildren, A physical exa-
mination is a pro—redulsﬂn
for entrance,
The professional and
vice staffs are 5Supple-
by a nmumber of vol-*
unteer helpers from the
child care classes 'of the
Committee for Nation&l De-
fer e

his

a.week

o
ns

ser
mentcd

f BIRTHS
5 NAGA: 10T0--To
roshi Napamoto,
“1ly 28, a boy,
OSHITA--To Ifrs, Jack
dta, 18—4-B, July 28,

B3P L |
K}DA——T
9-5-

%)
i

Arss: - Hi-
19-4-D,

l
o hEh o Thomas
F, Fuly-<28;

AKIYOSHI--To lirs. Den-|
Juro AXiyoshi, 6—2-B,}
July 29 e airly |

IHA--To lirs., Seiko
Iha, 33-12-D, August 2,
ta eirle

DEATHS
KIIURA--Keijiro Kimu~
, 99, 5-9~C, August 3.
OHAI/A--Ai jiro Ohama, |
| 71, 8-1-D, August 4,

]

ra




Page 4

et i U,

Topaz - Timecs

DAILY VACAHO/\I NUMAIRI leE/\ViES

BIBLE.SCHOOL TO
BEGIN AUG. 14

Registration
Topaz Protestant
daily vacation
schnol which will Dbegin
August 14 is now open  at
the four Sunday Schools.
Bible school will be held
from August 14 to 19. for
prammar school students
and from August 21
for the junior and senior
high 'school students.

School will be
daily from 8:3G *to*.'1] :45
in the morning., The pro-
gram each day will include
a singspiration, worship
service, classes, and
‘recreation such  as. group
games, crafts, hobbies and
interest groups.

Rev,, Shimada.  will be
the general superintendent
of the daily vacation
Bible school, ;

the
Church
Bible

ror

held

FELLOWSHIP CIRCLE
ELECTS OFFICERS

Officers for the group
were elected at the Fellow-
ship. Circle mceting held
lagst Sunday night at
2-4-CD, The organization
is - open o all young

' people;of college age and
over, regerdless of their
religious beliefs, it was
stated,

Newly elected
are as- follows:
wahara, chairman; Eiko
Honda, vice-chairman; Iliay
Hayashida, secretary-
treasurer; Edward Yoshika-
wa, activities chairman;
and. - Terry Ishida, " soeial
chairman,

The the

group is Rev. Harold Jow.

officers
Harumi Ka-

advisor for

$0. 26

;\ET,FOR

FOR CONFERENCE

Chojuro Numajiri, - YIMCA
co-ordinator in Topaz,
left .Tuesday for Zcphyr
Cove, Lake Tahoe in Nevada,
to attend the Pacific
Southwest Arec Sccretary's
Summer Institute from
Avgust 3 to 10,

At the institute, Numa-
jiri will meet with  YMCA
co-ordinators from. other
centers and other Y work-
ers helvnine the Japanese
Americans,

Previous to the evacu-
ation, he was associate
secretary of the San Fran-
cisco Japanese YuCA for
23 years,

RACE

CISCUSS/
SUNDAY

"Color-The Unfinished
Business of Democracy™
will be the title of +the
race discussion to be held
tomorrow night at the Fel-
lowship.Circle at rec 4
Trom 7:30 ‘0fclock,

Two residents
member of the
personnel will
the tonic,

The evening's
will also include
and refreshments,

33¢iCOMPLETE

TEACHER TRAINING

The high school teacher
training »rogram under Dr,
Golden Woolf was complcted
last week by 33 students
who will assist in the
educati on program next
semester,

A luncheon in honor of
Dr, Woolf and to celebrate
the completion of training
was given by Mrs, B, 'at-
sSon's h>me sciencec class.

Ufy

and one
appointed
speak on

program
games

'CATHbLIC‘

Fathcr Stoecke

i BUDDHIST
| Sunday School
Junior YBA
YP Service
PROTESTANT
{ Holy Communion
| Sunday School

Rev,
Rev.
Rev,

| YP Service
! Fellowship Circlo

Rev,

" ' SPEAKER'

ilotoyoshi
Sanada .
Kashima

Jow
Discussion

pLABR A

Rec 28

9:00 AM
9:00 AM
10:15 AM

Church
Rec 8
Church

8:00 AM
8:30. AM

Church
Recs 5,
201 2
DH 32
DH 32
Rec 4

10:00 AM
7230 PM

”J-+\“

The hunger strikec of 13
nisei confined in the
stockade went into its 9th
day today, Spokesmen for
the men stated that they
have not catcn since the
night of July 19 and they
will . not eat until they
are rcleased from the iseo-
lation area,

The Newcll Star

A total of 30 Hunt res-
idents are now in the cus-
tody of federal  authori-
ties awaiting trials for
failure to comply with se-
lective service regulations,
announced Frank Barrett,
project attorney. Most of
the first group of delin-
quents are being held at
the Boise Federal Deten-
tion Prisoners® Center,
while others are being de-
tained at the Emmett and
American Falls jails,

The trials for
draft evaders have
set for Sept., 7.

The llinidoka Ifrigetor

these
been

Rohwerites again
sampled llother Nature's
fury Thursday afternoon in
a terrific dust storm, fol-
lowed by lightning, thun-
der through the night.

Shingles were torn
roofs, chimney ﬁipes
knocked down in- .a few
blocks and the wind left
in its wake,
was

of f
were

town awnings
but no heavy damage
reported.

The Rohwer Outpost

Joe Yoshiteru Fujiwara,
a 56-year-old kitchen-help~
er, is still missing from
his apartment since July
11, according to the in-
ternal security.

He is of medium-build,
has chapped - skin, and
wears a mustache,

The Poston Chronlcle

54 Amache youths .en-
trained early yesterday
morning for Fort Logan,
gola., " .80 dnswer .. Unelo
Sam's call for induction,
Only one was listed as de-
linouent,, ass

Granada Pioneer
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FAMILIES 'SAY
o) Mmmwamf

Of the first
lies with whom family dis-
cussions were héld, 130 or
26% indicatcd a desire
téo rélocate; 199 or 40%
had ‘'no desirc to rclocateg
127 ior 25% were wundecided
and 39 or ' 9% contin-
gent,

The most froguent r
" son given by those who do
not contemplate’ relocation
is- that there is’ poor
health within® the family,
Other reasons given in or-
der of their frequency
are fear * of cconomic
insecurity, poor khowledge
of  ‘English, and fear of
discrimination} Fear of
housing diffieulty ~was
Fiven only 61 time& out of
the'495 interviews, Insuf-
ficient WRA assistance was.
given as a reason 74 'times,
Ninety-two said
ed to 1ﬁave their
1iés in the center
their army service,

Although 144 families
indicated ‘fear of discrimi=
nation, 238 families sta-
ted that they hdd no such
fear, More than .‘half ' of
the faniily heads,  infer-
viewed ‘'spoke good Engl ish,
Almost one half* had spe-
cial skills or training,

L FENMESSEE
SLATED BY JOURNAL

The high School® journal
staff will present a fee-
tufre: length movie, "Tenne~
ssee: Johnson";  Thursday
and Friday 'night at the
high school = auditorium;
The ‘movie stars’'Van Heflin,
and Ruth-Hussey,

The price will be 25
cents for adults iand 12
cents for children, Tick=x
e%s will not be gold; ad-
missign will be paid at
the dodr,

SPANISH CONSUL

Céptain An

were,

CQ -

fami-
during

tonio R, liar-
tin, Spanish vice consul
reorerenting the  Japanese
government, will virit the
eenter om Au~ust® H

they want- Cﬁ&/

JOHNSON"

\AANPOWER COM Miﬂ SS! {ON

\SWU'D HES LABCR Pl
)

495 fami-

To meet  the eritical
bor situation created in
8 center by the advanced
pace of reloctation in re-
cent’ months, a manpower
commicsion, composed of
key appointed personnel
heads and leading resident
groups, has bea: . organized,
The group -will study
the manpowcr problcm in an
cffort to make the best
use of the available per-
sonnel 82 that adjustments
may be made between sec~
tions in order to maintain
services that are esgssen-
tial for +the health and
welfare of the ‘residents,
As of July 29, there
were 2529 full time resi-
dent employees on the proj-
ect. 90 workers were
during ohe Wblk prlor

SEN. THOMAS
BE

INCIETO
INDUCTED AUG. 4

Senator Elbert D, Thon-
as, JUS Senator from Utah,
will arrive on' August 4
to induct the . fourth term
councilmen to officc  at a
ceremony to0 be held in the
auditorium, -according to
Masuji Fujii, . council of-
fice manager,

Accompanying Senator
Thomas will be Dr, and Lirs,
HJds Marshall, Dr., Mar-
shall is a professor at
the University of .Utah,
Several othecr guests from
Ifillard County will also
be invited, Fujii stated,

The- formhl induction
cercmony will be precedod
by a banaquet at dining
hall 16,

RAC E LHFzERENC[S
DISCUSSION PLANNED

A discussion on racial
differences will be spon-
sored by the Young
People's Fellowship group
Sunday night "at dining
hell 82 from 7 ofclock, "

All young peoOplc are
invited to attend, The YBA
and other organizations
are cordially invited,

. mediate rcevaluation

LI ™

to this date owing to sca-
sonal and indefinite leave
departurecs,

"The .solution of the
problem of labor shortarz
will have to be found with-
in:the resourcecs which we
now have,"” stated Dillon
liycr; national WRA dircc-
tor, in a letter here dis-
cussing the situation,
"There ‘needs to be an im-
of
all our activities with
the end in view of elimin-
ation, curtailment or con-
solidation, There will
need to be. an evaluation
of +the efficiency with
which current manpower re-
sources are utilized and
steps taken to eliminate
overstaffing and ineffi-
cient use,s It will be im-
possible, both from the
standpoint of pecrsonnel 2=
vailable and from budget
limitations, to expect to
meet these needs through
the recruitment of addi-
tional appointed personnell

The commission which
meets cvery Tuesday,yostor-
day decided to set: up an
information committee and
a group Yo study local man-
POWET I'eSOUrCes,

Members of the commis-
sion are L,T, Hoffman, pro-
ject director; Roscoe Bell,
Raymond Sanford, and Gil-
bert Njesse, assistant di=
rectors; Walter Hond erich,
acting suppliés officer,
Brundon Watson, mess man~
agement head; Henry Wateon,
senior engineer; . Wondell
Palmer, farm section chief;
George Lafabregue, person-
nel officer; Dr., Oscar
Hoffman, community analyst;
Leah Dickinson, relocation
program officer, Mas Nara-
hara, council chairman;
Henry Fujita, council vice-
chairman; and Rev, J. Tsu-
kamoto, Inter-Faith repre-
sentative, Representa-
tives of the ©bloeck mana-
gers and the Co-op are &X-
pected to be added to the
commission for the next

meeting,
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chairmen; Sanjiro Kawagu-
chi, Tokuji Sugiyama
HEALTH: izuo
and Toshio Nakata, o~
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U.S. Department of the Interior
WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
Washington, D.C,

(The following letter was written by Mr, Dillon S, Myer, Director of
the WRA, in answer to a letter from the Acting Chalirman of the All
Center Conference in regard to WRA's comments on the recommendations
made by the All Center Conference on the resettlement program,)

July 14, 1946

Mr, 8, Hideshima

Aeting Chairmen

All Center Conference

Central Utah Reloecation Center
Topaz, Utah

Dear Mr, Hideshima:

I am sorry to see, from your letter of June 18, that you belleve
that WRA 1s not giving the evacuee resettlers as much help as 1t could,

It is my belief, on the contrary, that we are doing everything we
possibly can to help the evacuees get back to a normal, self—austainlng
and independent status., Moreover, considerable progress has already
been made toward this goal, About 48,000 evacuees have already left
the centers to resettle in normal communities, During the four months
since the Salt Lake City Conference, well over 7,000 persons resettled
from the centers,

It is true, of course, that there are still many problems which
have to be met bz each relocating family and individual, Unfortunately,
n

there is no way which this agency or any other can simply wipe out
the results of the evacuation as though it had never taken place, All
we can do is to help the evacuees in bridging the gap between life in
the relocation centers and normal life in outside communities., And
there are definite limitations, because of our limited personnel and
limited funds, on the amount of assistance we can make avallable,
However, we have so far found a solution for every family relocation
problem that has arisen, end we do not believe that any of these
problems are unsolvable,

We are carrying on a planned program of resettlement which takes
into consideration the many problems facing each evacuee resettler.
Where the original evacuation took place suddenly, on a mass basis,
without time or opportunity for individual preparation or individual
cholce, the present program of resettlement 1s one of individual read-
justment on the basis of individual cholce. The evacuees have been
free to decide when to leave, where to resettle, and how to travel, We
do not direct the evacuee's cholce of occupation, We merely try teo
glve the resettler every assistance within our power to enable him te
make an intelligent cholce on the basis of adequate knowledge and to
ecarry out the plan of resettlement he has chosen,
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The financial help avalilable to evacuee resettlers is one example
of this kind of assistance. It 1s not an indemnification for losses
suffered during the evacuation; the whole question of indemnities 1s
an entirely separate one which will have to be decided ultimately by
the Congress, The relocation grants are not meant to offer long-term
support, and even if the grants were doubled, many of the evacuees
would still have to regain their pre-war status the slow way, by getting
out of the center and getting to work at a payling job. Egpeclally now
when jobs are so plentiful, em convinced that the assistance which is
now available is sufficient to help the evacuees in doing just that,

Similarly, a great deal of progress has been made in solving the
problem of finding housing., We are arrangling for a WRA staff member 1in
each large District Office to devote full time to working with local
housing agencles, exploring sources of additional housing, and advising
local cooperating committees as to the help which they can provide,
Hostels have been established in Los Angeles, Pasadena, Sacramento, San
Jose, Oakland, Fresno, San Francisco, and San Mateo, and in thirteen
cities in the East and Midwest., In Portland as in Philadelphia, Cleve-
Jand, and several other cities, arrangements have been made to open
public housing projects to evacuees, A recent amendment to the Lanham
Act making families of servicemen eligible for public housing in FPHA
projects %except those limited to workers in specific industries) will
make many evacuee femilies eligible for publie housing. There is &
very rapid turn-over in housing in most citles, and I am confident that
with the many procedures which we have developed for finding housing,
any evacuee family which can find a temporary place to stay -- in a
hostel or elsewhere -- and will devote time to looking, can find a
permanent place in course of time,

I am distinctly surprised and disappointed in the statement in

your letter that the closing of the schools in the relocation centers
seems like an underhanded method employed to oust people from their re-

spective centers." I can place no other construction upon this state-
ment than that it 1s a charge of bad faith on the part of WRA, If this
is true, I am convinced that the great majority of center residents do
not share this view., Regardless of individual differences of opinion
which many center residents may have with WRA, I feel sure that nearly
a1l of them have always given us credit for being stralghtforward and
for making an honest effort to help them in the solution of their
problems, To the best of my knowledge, this 1s the first time that a
charge of bad faith has been made agalnst us by center residents, I
earnestly hope that it will be the last,

Actually, there is no hidden or mysterious motive at all behind
the elosing of the center schools. It is, on the contrary, a natural
and inevitable result of the program of center liquidation., Since all
the centers will be closed by December, 1t would be obviously impossible
for WRA or anyone else to provide an adequate educational program for
the few children still remaining in relocation centers next fall,
Consequently, it must be made clear that there will be no schools, The
sooner familiea can get their children out of the centers where they
have already spent too many of thelr formative years, and into normal
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schools and communities where they can grow up like other Americans,
the better 1t will be both for them and for the evacuee group &s a
whole.,

I think it is worthy of notice that in the two months since
Secretary Ickes' press statement condemning incldents of terrorism
against evacuees on the West Coast, there has been only one "incident"
against & returning evacuee, There has at this writing been none of
any importance since May 24th, I consider thls evidence of the fact
that the race-balters and terrorists are actually only a small minority
of the people on the West Coast, who, as a result of the publicity
given to their actions, and the resulting protests against this type of
activity from newspapers and individuals all over the country, combined
with the actlons of police authorities, are coming to reallze that
their fight to scare the evacuees away from their West Coast homes 1s
both a losing and an unpopular one,

Thousands of evacuees have returned, and there have been some
thirty "incidents." They have been played up in the papers because they
were dramatic. We have helped to publicize them because we belleve that
that is one of the best ways of preventing further incidents, I am
entirely convinced that as the evacuees come back and settle down, and
it becomes more and more evident that the small excluslonist groups have
not succeeded in thelr campaligns to keep the Japanese Americans permanent-
ly evacuated, the agitatlion and terrorism which is now distinctly on the
wane will cease entirely.

I want to repeat that the people of Japanese ancestry have more
active friends than they ever had before., Americans all over the United
States are aware of the outstanding achievements of American soldlers
of Japanese descent in Europe eand in the Pacifie, GCroups and indlividuals
all over the country are doing what they can to help the evacuees find
homes and jobs, I sincerely hope that the people still in centers will
do nothing to turn these frlends away,

However, evacuee resettlers will still find that there is prejudice
on the part of some people, a minority of Americans, agalinst people of
Japanese descent, This 1s not new, There was prejudice before the
evacuation, And before the evacustion, the Japanese Americans seemed
to have learned pretty well to take occasional prejudice in thelr stride.
They will certainly never get rid of prejudice now by sitting in the
centers and asking the government to support them indefinitely. Such a
move would only intensify prejudiece.

There can be no change in policy regarding center closing., They
will be closed in accordance with plans announced more than six months
ago., Anyone among the evacuse leaders who tries to convince center
residents to the contrary is doing a distinet disservice to the
reslidents.,

We are doing and will continue to do everything we can to help
the evacuees move forward to a future where they can be independent and
respected, I believe that we have already made substantial progress




toward that goal and that as more evacuees come forward for relocation
assistance, they will find that their individual problems can and will
be solved,

Since I note that your letter to me has been mimeographed for
distribution, I am also having mimeographed coples made of this letter
for distribution at relocation centers,

Sincerely,

/8/ D. 8, Myer

Director
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to replace some of th Q2F modcls

beforc we got them Tmich werc = real probl

peeially for old "')Ou.vl ) lmost impossible to

truck Ol"lVJJQ arc mostly ( JJ out of )C) young

losing t‘wm soo;.. E‘vff;ch"_'.‘vlun positions
' antly
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The re-institution of

a big formard stop and gencrally
even though it creates many nrobloms




vanting to leave thoir familics to grow wp in a roloecation center,

having n homc to ~hich scnd thei milics outside the conter, ,

the major problcms, Some arc lonwing the conter to got thoir fomilios pSt”Dllu“

cd before they nrc cnlled., It wms nn inspiring slj% to scc 130 boys leave for

pro-induction physicnl oxnms in onc dny. Thosc ~ho failad to 0 pass were nretty

honrtsick, The U .5.0, is active hore ontertnining soldicrs roturning to visit

relatives nnd giving scnd-offs for the ne inductcos.
The dnily farowell coraomony nt the gnto is a Topnz institution,

Ewr;~blis to ¢gLOCWV11‘ I'i,_.’l1 o s or 3D to 20 leaving in o dny, ~n

of lﬂ) per aonta,

So goos 1ifc ot Topnz——ovor chhnging--nl-nays intcorasting and i
ing opportunitics to loara thnt the so-cnlled Morimmtnl ngyeholozy" is si
psychology nfter ~11 and thnt sikin color is ronlly a voery thin venoor,
Our children still onjoy school —ork, ~11 f
ceps ticm on their tocs to keop stop —ith

Gladys hnd to drop her ritic asc of illness (glrndul~r)
but she's. gotting back on hor feot ao > Mhatos to hawe
N1l the time", She rould rather jus r whon sho ~—mts toV,
fecling fine -~ too fine in fact !

I'11 not tirc you furthor with reading
thnt Gladys and I wl,.us cenjoy henrinz from you
e e 2 - 2
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