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Si otjiOBd qiPog aqg u f  ¡^ u i j b h  
° î  sguauidiqs SB9SJ0AO jo jung  

•saa^jBnbpBait sd joo 
auuBjrç u io j j  ÂBpog paounou 
-u«' s bm ‘ajaq saqddns jo god 
ap aurj b H  Sunp-gBj aqg jo jao 

"TJJO SuipuBuiuioa ‘uasqooBf ‘j&  
J p iou jy jauoioo j o j  iBiauaS .iafpB 
J -Siaq jo 3I«b j  aqg og uoigoiuojti

| i f  *jagi{JSnvp 8|i| pins ‘ (gjaj ) 
{ saijddns jo  godap sduo^ 
tuioD ‘uasqoovp -̂ yy p jouay  
^  JO M»l* UO Su iu u i j

’râTq“i4 S « r s8teîÎ5rV,!-i»0RÔ�
£S:8 punoju ajaqg goS j„

•SumaAa ÄBpsanj, qoanqo 
at|g g« jaq gaaui og S u o i -s j h  
qgiM guauiguioddB u b  pBq aq uqq 
Piog uosduqg pjBsr uBuigiuM 

■ qgBap jraq jo auiig aqg 
AiqBuinsajd ‘.iagBg jgBq b  p u b  jnoq  
u b  paddogs qogBM. s.Suoq -sj j \[ 
■ SuiuaAa gBqg u i b Sb  aaqSuiaas gou 
‘uiooi gagoq siq og pauangaj uaqg 
Pu b  ‘ÄBpsanj, “in -d i  gnoqB ‘/CjBg 
-ajDas auitg-gjBd b  s b paAjas aqs 
ajaqM. ‘qcunqo iBoqaSuBAg; gaajgg
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ajgs jgaqg ug ^Bpjagga ĵ srsejâojd ^  Panadaj ajaAi jgsaurr ja

% � ���&'�sp^^SSS^STSSS
.anbgunuiuioa uBgssnH ¿riBp aqj,

(t Jtossajddo gsiosB-j 
UBuuao aqg u io j j  suoggBu UBad 
-o jna jaqgo agBjaqq 0g qst b d u b  I

I  Ä 'Paii'Bgs pBq ubuo t t
ï aAjsuajjojagunoo asauiqo ? 

JaAaAvoq ‘paggguipB sbm. gr¿£?p3� saqogBdsgp
(Sb_s;£b p uaagjq pBoiR J
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By United Press
WASHINGTON, May 25. ,— Jap- 

I anese-American evacuees from the 
West Coast should be permitted to 
return to their former homes as 

J soon as thje military situation war�
�����/� âcfcqpding to Dillon �/� Myer, 
dl }ï$££m ’T  ^S^tJBÊÎPcation Au-
tf

t i

Japanese-Aniericans now living in 
segregation centers are not only 
“safe” from the standpoint of in�
ternal security, but are loyal to the 
United States and want to continue 
living here after the war, he said.

Disorders last year at Tule Lake, 
Myer said, could be attributed 
‘ rgely to about 2000 young Japanese 

ho were born in the United States, 
jbew up in Japan and then returned 
Jp this country, some of them as 
fate as 1940. This particular group, 
though legally American citizens, 
are more Japanese than American, 
he said.
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WASïHNCTîÎ n , May 25 (AP) 
Dillon S. Myer, director of the 
War Relocation Authority, told 
Congress, in testimony made pub�
lic today, he knew of no sabotage 
or espionage by west coast Japa�
nese since Pearl Harbor.

Japanese at the nine relocation 
centers and the segregation cen�
ter a t Tule Lake, Cal., totaled 
88,490 on April 15, Myer said.

The director said he found no 
evidence to indicate that Japa�
nese had been deliberately placed 
ments on- the west coast by the 
near strategic military establish- 
Japanese government prior to 
Pearl Harbor.

“How do you account for the 
coincidence they were nearly 
always found near places of 
strategical and military impor�
tance?” asked Chairman Can�
non (D., Mo.) of the House ap�
propriations committee.

“That is easily accounted 
for,” Myer replied. “Those peo�
ple were, generally speaking, j 
settled in those areas before

any of those strategical devel- |  
opments came about.’*
One of the “major problem 

groups” with much national sym�
pathy with Japan is a group of 
youngsters who were born in this 
country, returned to Japan with 
their families and later returned 
to this country, mostly to avoid 
service in the Japanese army, 
Myer said.

He said most members of this 
group, called “Kibei,” are at Tule 
Lake and “they are more Japa�
nese than American, although 
they are legally American citi�
zens.”

The director stated he ‘consid�
ered none of the nearly 70,000 in 
the relocation centers (outside of 
Tule Lake) the slightest danger to 
this country.

The War Relocation Authority 
reported that about 22,000 Japa- 
nese-Americans have been estab�
lished over the country, away 
from the Pacific Coast, since the 
war started.
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A third suit charging owner�

ship of land by Japanese aliens, 
now interned in a Midwest intern�
ment camp, was filed late yester�
day by District Attorney Chester 
Watson.

The suit, following Friday’s fil�
ing of the first two, names Ataye 
Hirata and his wife, Fusa and a 
daughter, Anna Keiko Hirata, 
along with a “John and Jane. Doe 
and a Black Corporation.” The 
land involved is situated near 
Manteca, Watson stated.

The district attorney said that 
the first two suits will be brought 
into Superior Court on August 9 
and �� on orders to show cause 
why the land named in the suits 
should not escheat back to the 
state. The Hirata action would 
probably also be set about that 
time, he intimated.

All the suits are directed at 
J escheating processes to turn all 

Q j alien Japanese-owned land back to 
the state. The :.ctions are the re�
sult of a request by State Attor�
ney General Robert W. Kenny for 
district attorneys throughout Cali�
fornia to conduct their own in�
vestigations and file individual 
suits.

’As in the first suits, the Hirata 
I complaint alleges that the land in 
J question is and has been bene- 

�� ficially in the name of Hirata, al�
though ownership is in the name 
of citizens or citizen Japanese, 
Like the others, the Hirata com�
plaint is also seven pages long.

Named in the other filings were 
Terumitsu Akita (east of Stock- 
jton) and Kiyoshi Watanabe 
��(French Camp).

Watson also speculated on the 
Iprobable nation-wide interest in 
jthe Superior Court action. He 
said that committees and groups 
(formed for the welfare of the Jap- 

interned would probanese now 
ably send representatives to hear 
the actions.

; By United Press
WASHINGTON, May 25. — Jap- 

anese-American evacuees from the 
West Coast should be permitted to 
return to their former homes as 
sopn as the military situation war- 
r$nts- acfcqgtiing to Dillon S. Myer, 

^location Au-

Japanese-Artieriöans now living in

�

segregation centers are not only 
“safe” from the standpoint of in�
ternal security, but are loyal to the 
United States and want to continue 
living here after the war, he said.

Disorders last year at Tule Lake, 
Myer said, could be attributed 

' \ ’~rgely to about 2000 young Japanese 
Ĵn Mio  were born in the United States, 

lew up in Japan and then returned 
§> this country, some of them as 
kte as 1940. This particular group 
fhough legally American citizens 
are more Japanese than American 
lie said.

57+



UM a  j
t/'/'

����������������� ����
� �� ��������"� ���� ����

sï 3TJP^d qjnog aq^ ut sèiniBi^  
°J sjuauidiqs SBas.iaAo jo sqng;

•siajiBnbpuaq sdaoö
atiij'BjAi uio ij  iîupoj paounou 
-ü b sbav ‘arj9t[ saqddns jo jod 
-ap auiJT?H Sunii-x^j ax̂g. jo jao 
"TJîo  SuipuBuiuioa ‘uasqooBp 
Pioujv iauoioo jo j jBjauaS jaipu 
“"IM. JO ojuBj »qjj, oj uoijouioag

h r  ‘j2fi|Sn*p siif pu* « (îja j) 
{ saijddns jo  jodap i d w j  
iu io o  ‘uasqoDHp *^y p jo iu y  
M.9U- JÒ SJBJ3 ÜO SuiUUI j

’f f lr rM S a ^ ss i iî îs r^ V iîô p ,« '
SS: 8 punoj« 9.13q; ¡joS j„

•SUTU4A4 ÄBpsanj, qoanqa 
atlj JB J3q J99UI oj Suoi s iw  
HjiM juatujuioddB u b pBq aq tuitx 
P10 J UOSdlUIg p IBS UBUIJtUM

’iftBap jfaq jo  aiuti aqi 
iîiqBuinsajd ‘jajBj jpsq b pu b jnoq 
u b paddojs qojBM. s.Suoq «s jjw  
•SuiuaAa jBqj ut bSb ¿aq Suiaas jou 
utooj lajoq stq oj paujnjaj uaqi 

pu* ‘̂ Bpsanj, “ui ‘d i  jnoqe 
-aioas aunj-jjBd b sb paAjas aqs 
ajaqAi qoinqo tBoqaSuBAg jaajjg
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�ITo �Sfteciallo Tie Call Bulletin
WASHINGTON, May 25.—East�

ern and Midwestern congressmen 
are organizing, to demand the im�
mediate return of the country's 
Japanese population to the Pa�
cific Coast, it was plainly indi�
cated here today.'

The move was in sharp opposi�
tion to the stand of .West Coast 
representatives in Congress, who 
insist the whole United States 
must henceforth share responsi�
bility for the Japanese, and that 
California, Oregon and Washing�
ton refuse to carry the burden 
alone.

In  a movement started by the 
Colorado State Chamber of Com�
merce, congressmen from the 
Western interior states are pre�
paring a demand that the West 
Coast military bail on Japanese 
be lifted at once so that the in�
terior states can rid themselves 
of their new Japanese popula 
tions.

It was revealed today that 3Cj 
congressmen from interior Westj 
ern states met quietly Monday 
night and were told by Donaldj 
Kiem, executive head of the Colo-i 
rado chamber:

"Major Oeruera^JB^jgoiis^J

head of the Western Defense 
Command, has announced that 
the West Coast is no longer in 
danger of Japanese invasion, 

"There is now no reason why 
all theevacuated Japanese can�
not be moved back there.”
The sharpness of the division 

between the West Coast and other 
parts of the country on the future 
location of the Japanese was il-, 
lustrated today by statements of! i 
two congressmen, each declaring^ | 
he spoke the sentiment of the \ 
section he represents.

"We insist that the West / 
Coast take back all of its Japa-  ̂ f 
nese at the earliest possible]' !r 
time,” said Representative Wil- L J 
liam S. Hill, Colorado Republi- f m 
can. y  j

"We shall not do it,” said 
Representative Harry R. Shep- jCf 
pard, California Democrat.

M .-------------•------- —  A
WASHINGTON, May 25J 
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Schicchi James Okomoto, 30 
year old Tuie Lake Relocation 
Center internee who was shot 
yesterday t by an' Army sentry 
when he refused to show his pass 
at the camp gate, died early today 
in the center hospital.

The War Relocation Authority 
announced his death came de�
spite four blood transfusions and 
an emergency operation per�
formed by camp doctors.

At the same time Dillon S.,
Myer, national WRA director, dis56 *�y 
closed that about 100 Tuie Lake *
internees will be sent to thei----
Leupp, Ariz., center when it is re-j •» 
opened this month “to accommo-j I 
date a small number of recal-f-I 
citrant exacuees” who had beeh: 
involved in the camp’s riots last! 
November.

In testimony given the House: 
appropriations committe, Meyer,vinS to 
said: ot only

"It is expected to be operated � fP 
as a part of th . Tul. Lake con-
icr* 4 e said
Meantime Army and War Re-|ie Lake, 

l o c a t i o n  Authority officialsfctributed 
opened investigations of the Japanese 
shooting, which, eye witnesses# States 
said, came after Okomoto "be-fetu*‘Iied 
came belligerent” when the sen5 � ��� as 
try asked for his pass. k  .grouP

Okomoto, a native of Garden 
City, Cal., was said to have ar-(meri®an’ 
rived at the camp gate in a truck 
from the center farm.

“The sentry asked for his 
pass, but Okomoto refused to 
show his,” the eyewitness said.

"The sentry told him to -get 
off the truck. He did,; but  
showed a disposition to fight.”
What words passed between 

the soldier and the internee were 
not disclosed, but the eyewitness 
said he saw the sentry lift: his 
gun, and fire, sending a bulle 
through OkomotQ’s body.
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sî q^nog aqq. ut sauuBw
°? s^uauidiqs SBasuaAo jo sung 

•sjoi ĵTsnbpBaq sdjoo 
suij'Bjq "uiojj paounou
5-�6 sbm ‘ajaq saqddnsr jo  ijod 
-äp auiiBpi Sunjj-jBj aq^ jo jao 
“TJio Stripu'Buiiu'oo ‘uasqooBf 
Pioujy lauoioo j o j  iBjaqgg jaipB 

jo quBj aqj (6 uor^ouiojjj

*snr

l f  sjq pu« ‘( ^6J)
H *9|jddns jo  jodap sdjpQ  
luioo ‘uasqoowf • ̂  p jouay
(V13U JO SJBJS HO SÜIUUIJ

S£:8 punojB 8.xaq; 0̂S jft  
’SUTU(A3 Appsanj, qojnqa 

aq^ jaq $aam Suoq *sjjat  
miM luaurçiqoddt? u b puq aq unu 
PI°Î uosduqg piBSf UBuiqq^i 

‘q '̂Bap Jaq jo auiii aqi 
ffiqBuinsajd ‘ja^Bj jpsq b pu b jnoq 

paddo^s qô BAk. s.Suoq *s j w  
SuiuaAa^Bq^ u t bSb jaq Suiaasr ion
uiooj iq^oq sjq q j pauan^ai uaqi 

Pu b ÄBpsanj, “ra ‘d i  ijnoqB ‘ä j b i 
-ajaas am i^ jB d b sb paAjasr aqs 
aiaqAi ‘qoanqo iuoqaSuBAg ^aaj^g
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Wounded by a bullet from the 

!§$?. °f a military police sentry at 
the old main gate at Tide Lake 
segregation center yesterday after�
noon, ShioshiJ. Okomoto, 30, Amer- 
1 *̂? citizen of Japanese ancestry, 
died at the project hospital early to- 
clay.
+x,̂ irEtml?ta^Ge® cohnection with 
the shooting prompted Secy, of In�
terior Ickes to announce from Wash- 
mgton today that an Army court
martial .would thoroughly investigate
the incident. The secretary added 
according to United Press that as far 
as he has been able to ascertain, the 
attack on Mr. Okomoto was com�
pletely unwarranted and without 
provocation.

He had been given medical and 
surgical treatment by Dr. Ash 
Hashiba, evacuee surgeon at the 
center, assisted by Dr. Jack Sleath 
of the project medical staff.

Four blood transfusions had 
been given while about 50 men 
stood ready at the hospital 
throughout the night to give blood
his life01*0”10*0 f0Ught futilely for

Ho$>$2 Ĵ tal bullet had enterel his 
right side and completely pene�
trated his body. p e
t h f consci°usness after 
c>!« ?Peration but was suffering from 
shock and loss of blood. He was
abl® to se& his mother and his 
brothers before he died.
i n ^ ^ i ? S0l!0wing the shoot- 
i / moa. of investigation was 
named by Lieut. Col. Verne Austin 
commanding officer of the ^ l S  
detachment at the project. - 
in?*??— ickes said that, accord- 
hap^ned “  tl0n' Uu : ��""�@"�3�

A truck was driven up to the main 
ntrance of Tule Lake by Mr Oko-

S ith ’ŝ mA�A�22�� W°rking outeide 
residents of the

S t  off H i  * 7  °rdered himget off the truck and to come
fh ? ? ' ?  ^  Okom°to approached, 
the sentry hit him over the head'

Pl i  f  Okon,oto’” Secretary Ickes
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WASHINGTON, May 25. — Jap- 
anese-American evacuees from the 
West Coast should be permitted to 
return to their former homes as 
soon as thie military situation war�
rants, acfcojrding to Dillon S. Myer, 
director of the War Relocation Au�
thority.

He made, the statement In re- - 
cent testimony before a House ap�
propriations subcommittee. Trans�
cripts of thp hearing were made 
public today.
Mr. Myer revealed that about 500 

people of Japanese ancestry already 
have been permitted to return tdr 
their West Coast homes. Most of |  
these have been Japanese wives of i  . 
Caucasian citizens and their children ̂  ^
he said, pointing out that theÿ usual�
ly are American citizens “both by 
birth and parentage.” •

Most of the 70,000 Japanese and

Japanese-Antericans now living in 
segregation centers are not only 
“safe” from the standpoint of in�
ternal security, but are loyal to the 
United States and want to continue 
living here after the war, he said.

Disorders last year at Tule Lake, 
Myer said, could be attributed 
largely to about 2000 young Japanese 
who were born in the United States, 
grew up in Japan and then returned 
to this country, some of them as 
jtate as 1940. This particular group, 
[though legally American citizens 
]are more Japanese than American, 
the said.



Manzanar Official  
Spealgs Here Tonight

Mrs. Lucy Adams, assistant direc�
tor at Manzanar, will speak tonight 
at 3 o’clock in the Pasaderia Public 
Library lecture hall on the subject, 
“Must Relocation Centers be Per�
manent?” The meeting is sponsored j 
by the Pasadena Chapter of the 
Pacific Coast Committee on Amer�
ican Principles and Fair Play.

The nominating committee will 
report on candidates for the execu�
tive board. Members of the com�
mittee are Mrs. Stephen Cutter 
Clark, Mrs. George Forster and Mrs. 
Willard Stone.

The,., Committee’s new executive 
secretary for the Los Angeles area, 
Mrs. Joseph Kaplan, will be 
duced.
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Manzanar Official  
Speaks Here Tonight

Mrs. Luc^ Adams, assistant direc�
tor at Manzanar, will speak tonight 
at 3 o’clock in the Pasadeiia Public 
Library lecture hall on the subject, 
“Must Relocation Centers be Per�
manent?” The meeting is sponsored 
by the Pasadena Chapter of the 
Pacific Coast Committee on Amer�
ican Principles and Fair Play.

The nominating comlhittee will 
report on candidates for the execu�
tive board. Members of the com�
mittee are Mrs. Stephen Cutter 
Clark, Mrs. George Forster and Mrs. I 
Willard Stone. j

The committee’s new executive 
secretary for the Los Angeles area, 
Mrs. Joseph Kaplan, will be intro�
duced. J
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A resolution , urging restoration 
of full civil rights to American 
citizens of fapartlse ancestry was 
adopted by the Los An�
geles chapter of the American 
Assn, of Social Workers, according 
to Ellen T. Marshall, chairman.

W kJAP CENTERS TO 
BE TOPIC i t f

Mrs. Maynard Force Thayer, 
chairman of the Pasadena chap�
ter of the Pacific Coast Com�
mittee on American Principles 
and Fair Play, announced today 
that Mrs. Lucy Adams, assist�
ant director at the Manzanar 
Wpr Relocation Center, will ad�
dress an open public meeting 
tonight at 3 p. m. in the lecture 
room of the Pasadena Public 
Library.

Mrs. Adams will discuss “Will 
Relocation Centers be Perma�
nent?” She then explains the 
implications to democracy of 
permanently segregated Ameri�
can citizens in isolated centers 
purely on the basis of their race.

Mrs. Adams, long active in 
government service, was form�
erly director of the California ( 
Association for Adult Educa�
tion and former supervisor of 
worker education for the State 
of California.

During her service with the 
War Relocation Authority she 
was first attached to the San 
Francisco office of the WRA 
in charge of education and 
planned the education program 
for all the relocation centers*

Mrs. Thayer, as chairman of| 
the Pasadena chapter, will pre�
side at the meeting which is j 
open to all interested persons.

5 /V

��	�����	��	������	���� ��

!	��	����	���"��"�����"�	�
WASHINGTON, May 25.—(U.R)—Japanese - American 

evacuees from the west coast should be permitted to return  
to their former homes as soon as the military situation 
warrants, according to Dillon S. Myer, director of the war  
relocation authority. ^ *• -

He made the statement in re�
cent testimony before a house ap�
propriations subcommittee. Tran�
scripts of the hearing were made 
public today.

Myer reyealed that about 500 
people of Japanese ancestry al�
ready have been permitted to re�
turn to their west coast, homes.
Most of these people have been 
Japanese wives of Caucasian citi�
zens and their children, he said, 
pointing out that they usually 
are American citizens “both by 
birth and parentage.”

Myer revealed that of the nearly 
22,000 Japanese and Japanese- 
Americans who have moved from 
segregation centers, about 20,000 
are working—most of them on 
western farms. For the most part, 
he said, their records have been 
highly satisfactory and their em�
ployers have been well pleased.

The “big” problem is relocating 
those “town and business people 
and former employers and mer�
chants,” he said. Many are being 
trained in fields in which there 
are shortages such as domestics, 
clerical help and nursing, he said.

Most of the ,70,000 Japanese and 
Japanese-Americans now living in 
segregation centers are not only 
“safe” from the standpoint of in�
ternal security, but are loyal to 
the United States and want to 
continue living here after the war,
Myer said.

He added that many of those 
living  ̂at Tule Lake—the center 
for “disloyal” Jap aliens or Amer�
ican citizens of Jap descent—are 
not necessarily anti-American but 
simply feel they cannot “make sJ. 
go of it” here because they have 
cultural or sentimental i interests 
in Japan.

Disorders last, year at Tule 
Lake, Myer said, could be at�
tributed largely to about D(((�
young Japs who were born in the 
United States, grew up in Japan 
and then returned to. this country, 
some of them as late as 1940.
This particular group, though 
legally American citizens, are 
more Japanese than American, he 
said.

Myer said he was not certain 
why these young people returned 
to this country after having prac�
tically grown up in Japan, but 
that he believed it was to avoid 
service in the Jap army.

He said the attitude of Ameri�
cans toward the evacuees depends 
upon the amount of agitation 
which has been prevalent in their 
locality. On the whole, he added, 
the attitude is , much better than 
it was a ypar or two ago, chiefly 
because “the nation generally 

J knows more about the problem.”
The midwest and mountain 

states areas which have received 
most of the evacuees—have done 
a “pretty good job” in accepting 
them, Myer said, adding that 
comparatively l i t t l e  relocation 
work has been carried on in the 
Atlantic seaboard states because 

| many east coast residents “do not 
understand the problem as yet.”

Myer said the 10,000 Japanese- 
Americans serving in the United 
States army are compiling ex�
cellent records and some of their 
work has even been “outstanding.”

Because of the general feeling 
(against their being assimilated 
into the army these soldiers suffer 
disadvantages “to some extent,” he 
said, but there have been, very few 
draft delinquents among these 
eligible to enter military service.

He said that “a good many” of 
these soldiers would like to go to 
the Pacific theater to fight but 
that the war department has 
taken the position that for the 
time being at least they should no| 
be used for general duty in that 
area.
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Governnwait took
extra precautions late last night;; 
to avoid trouble at the Tulelake| 
Relocation Center for disloyal;;
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"(flub asks for„ lAmerican Japanese 
full civil rights

I Miss Ellen T. Marshall, chair- 
pnàn of the Los Angeles county 
' chapter of the American Associ�
ation of Social Workers, an�
nounced recently that the asso-

» dation has passed a resolution 
concerning the return of Japa�
nese . Americans to the PaCTfTc 
coast,

The resolution was introduced 
j by Harry Henderson and sec�

onded by Dr. George Mangold 
of USC, during a recent meeting 
of the organization.

The resolution asked that the 
secretary of war restore to 
American citizens of Japanese 
ancestry full civil rights under 
the Constitution of the United 
States at the earliest possible 
date.
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extra precautions late last _ 
to avoid trouble at the Tulelake i 
Relocation Center for disloyal 
Japanese, following a day oft- 
tension and minor rebellion. I

Three developments aroused the| 
fconcem of War Relocation Au-F 
thority officials who operate the bi 
segregation center:

Shiochi James Okomoto, 30 a res�
ident of the camp, died during thel 
day of bullet wounds inflicted by an 
army sentry.

Nine Japanese, accused of intimi 
dating two families because the 
would not send their children 
Japanese language classes wen 
placed in isolation pending an in 
vestigation.

Some Japanese drivers refused 
drive their trucks past the sentry 
guarded gates, as a protest against 
Okomoto’s death, WRA said.

Okomoto died at the camp hospi-i 
tal after receiving four blood trans-| 
fusions, and undergoing emergency I  
operatibns by both Japanese andf 
American surgeons. §

Not long after the man's death |  
was announced, several of the Jap-1 
anese truck drivers who have regu-i 
lar runs around the huge reserva5��
tion refused to drive through the 
gates. Project Director Ray R. Best 
emphasized, however, that there was 
no general strike, and said he ex�
pected the men to return to their 
duties.

The disturbance involving the 
school age children came later in 
the day when the nine Japanese 
demanded that two families move 
away from their residence block. 
The two families, they declared, had 
refused to send their children to the 
Japanese language school, and en�
rolled them instead in the official 
Center schools.

Ordering the nine men into isola�
tion, Best said?

“We will not tolerate any inter�
ference with the rights of resident 
Continued ort Page 2, Col. 5
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\ Miss Ellen T. Marshall, chair�
man of the Los Angeles county 
chapter of the American Associ�
ation of Social Workers, an�
nounced recently that the asso�
ciation has passed a resolution 
concerning the return of Japa- 
nese ^Americans to the PaCTfTc 
coast.

The resolution was introduced 
by Harry Henderson and sec�
onded by Dr. George Mangold 
of USC, during a recent meeting 
of the organization.

The resolution asked that the 
secretary of war restore to 
American citizens of Japanese 
ancestry full civil rights under 
the Constitution of the United 
States at the earliest possible 
date.
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The big Tule Lake segregap 
tion camp for disloyal Japljj  
was thrown into a state oH 
sullen unrest yesterday afte: J 
a Japanese-American died o p 
a rifle bullet wound in flicted  
by an Army sentry. t  

It was the same sort of opeig1,' 
antagonism that preceded lasp(��
November’s riot, and m an ifested  
itself in a refusal by part of th®t” ' 
Japs to work or go through ^h.*! 
feate where Shoichi James 
moto, 30, was shot yesterday, 
NINE PUT- IN ISOLATION.

Japanese nationalism flamejoAi 
again. Nine men were arresteHe 
.and placed in isolation, aoeuseFi* 
of intimidating several familiew^ 

flthat had refused to send ��������
children to the Jap la n g u a g ^  
school. v

Okomoto died despite fou 
blood transfusions and an oper 
tion performed by Caucasian an«a 
Japanese doctors. -a?/
REFUSE TO WORK. ;Na.®

The War Relocation Authorit^qf 
(WRA) here said that Jap d r iv e ^  ( j  
of trucks to farms, coal loadinl'i’/ l  
and other work “refused to taw  ��
out their trucks; when !"������
spread through the colony of thJ^o
death___” r/*e-

War Relocation Authority? I -4®
�� officials did not interpret the l.kV

| |  (Continued onj'tuto  r r  n r  q/ u<qi
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parents — -
any school available here. Aixenu- 
lonf-p | in—th& Japanese language 
IscnooisTwhiciTare operated by resi�
dents at their own expense, is not 
compulsory.”

In connection with Okomoto’s 
death, Best addresseE.aU camp resi�
dents at their mess mils last night.

"I regret very much that one of 
the residents of the center was 
shot,"/lie told the inmates. "Every�
thing was done by the medical 
staff . . .  to save his life and a 
great many people stood ready to 
give their blood. There has been

an investigation . . . and proper 
stfeps will be taken . . .”

In this connection is was an�
nounced at the Army Ninth Service 
Command at Port Douglas, Utah, 
that Lieutenant Colonel Verne Aus�
tin, commanding troops outside the 
center, had appointed a group of 
officers to act as a military board.

An eyewitness account of the epi�
sode, given by an unnamed civilian 
employe and released by the WRA, 
said Okomoto had driven a truck 
up to the main gate of the center 
when he became involved in an ar�
gument with the guard.

The military police guard, said

the witness, warned Okomoto not 
to get off the truck, but the Japa

descended from the driver’f f f l
seat.

��"�	��
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The guard was quoted by the wit- n a M o j
ness as having said: Don’t come^ || M n n ---- *r
any closer, you bastard,” and with:- 3——— 
that, the witness continued, theixsaa,, 
guard drew up his rifle butt, appar-H a  fl kJa A W
ently to hit the Japanese on the^Mn T.
head. The witness said the .inpa^wnaa raVS ^

as

moidJ
Sanoj
auv,
«sag
’9AV

nese moved and the guard backeeF3̂ * 1̂  ,
up about three feet and shot. t v h  xor 

The name of the guard was nof~ ĉ }saAV a *H<Irfa 
released, either in Tulelake or In* AoOd 
Washington
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Japanese^j/ America evacuees 
should be ferm tedC l) return to 
their West Coast home as soon as 
the military situation makes such 
moves advisable, Dillon S. Meyer, 
director of the War Relocation Att-i 
Ithority said yesterday, 
j Meyer, testifying before a House! 
appropriations committee on his 
agency’s budget, j made his recom�
mendation after outlining WRA’s 
work for the year.

He said some 500 persons of 
Japanese ancestry have already 
been permitted to return to their 
West Coast homes. Most of thpm, 
he explained, were Japanese Wives] 
of Caucasian citizens, and ftiieir 
children, the majority of whom are 
American citizens "by birth and 
parentage.”

Myer said he knew of no sabotage 
or espionage by West Coast Jap�
anese since Pearl Harbor and said 
he had found no evidence to indi�
cate that Japanese had been placed 
deliberately near strategic military 
establishments on the West Coast 
by the Japanese government prior 
to Pearl Harbor.

The attitude of Americans toward 
the Japanese, he went on/ depends 
upon the amount of agitation which 
has been prevalent in their locality. 
On the whole, he said, the attitude 
today is much better than it was a 
year ago, because "the Nation gen�
erally knows more about the prob�
lem.” He also commented on the 
excellent records made by the 10,000 
Japanese serving with the American 
army and disclosed many have 
asked for service in the Pacif" 
theater.

~P atUL, o f  paisas
I B P

� � �
/  L A v U ^

!"������������#�M� $ �
��������� � �������

�����������������
I Miss Ellen T. Marshall, chair- 
Iman of the Los Angeles county 
• chapter of the American Associ- 
r ation of Social Workers, an�

nounced recently that the asso- 
» ciation has passed a resolution 

concerning the return of Japa�
nese ^Americans to the PacTETc 
coast,

The resolution was introduced 
by Harry Henderson and sec�
onded by Dr. George Mangold 
of USC, during a recent meeting 
of the organization.

The resolution asked that the 
secretary of war restore to 
American citizens of Japanese 
ancestry full civil rights under 
the Constitution of the United 
States at the earliest possible 
date.

j j t 7
9t

“uní?®».«VH HHX„ A3.MVHO NOT
5�N��O����	���.���+5P���.�� �.��
+ ,,,+

«PI-ÍOAI 91« puiuuv. SIA-Hrr „  ■ :------ ara
xrowSn’BT -SBqo 6� �36�HXHOAUVH v x ih  -tKi ~ ^  «SNsfJnj, j'Bau gjoroyyt.flf 
XFCT PJBqoiH
«SMVAITMS 3HJ.. � SYHOHXlasuBjy ye ojjg'gf) OMJ.S V 3
naSS« ^ so|°^OHO,V ur nV M»Itf
scse BiouarvA ?aoqdtrajVVW0.^_V XVHM, ST,̂

Q�� . • .-v • ma? ocr

03*‘AlT

<-) T~~

,"�"������� ����	��

#	��	���-	�����.

�������+�����(�

%��&�����'( � ����

TULE LAKE, May 26.—A Modoc 
County coroner’s jury today ruled 
that Shiochi James Okomoto, 30, 
American-born Japanese, was shot 
and killed “at the hands of a mili- 

* tary sentry unknown, in line of 
duty,” at the Tule Lake segregation 
center.

# A military board of inquiiry con�
tinued its investigation into the 
shooting, which a spokesman for 
the Japanese Government today 
termed “outrageous.”
Dist. Atty. Lederer said testimony 

at the coroner’s inquest, although 
contradictory as to detail,, indicated 
the sentry shot Okomoto in the be�
lief the Japanese was about to at�
tack him iujitsu style.

Mr. Lederer said testimony, pre�
sented by 17 eye-witness Japanese ��
internees and one C au ca s ia n ,)  
sketched this picture of the shooting: 

"Okomoto was driving a lumber 
truck. He stopped at the gate, and 
the soldier demanded to see his 
blue identification pass. The Japa�
nese m ade sarcastic remarks. 
When he returned, the soldier 
again asked to see his pass. Again 
the Japanese was sarcastic.
"There is no evidence � of what 

Okomoto said. But at that moment 
another truck drove up to the gate. 
The soldier m o t i oned Okomoto 
backward. Okomoto merely lit his 
pipe. The sentry pushed him back 
with his gun. Okomoto raised’ his | 
arm, as one would in jiujitsu.

“The sentry stepped back two j 
paces ani fired.”

Members of the military board 
of inquiry met continuously from 
4:30 p. m. to � a. m., then at�
tended the coroner’s inquest.
Army spokesmen reported all truck | 

drivers at the camp have returned to 
work. War Relocation Authority se�
curity guards have been stationed 
with the military sentries at gates 
where Japanese workers must pass. I 

The WRA reported that nine Jap�
anese had been confined in the cen�
ter’s isolation area on charges of 
intimidating several families who 
refused to send their children to a 
Japanese-Ianguage school in the 
camp.

The men were named as George 
Ukekawa, Tom Tamatsu Arlza, Taka- 
hashi Tanimoto, Bob Ktfoshi Miti- 
moto, Tokyo Abe, Yutaka Shimo- 
hara, Koichi Marumoto, K. MishinoJI 
and Kikuchi Y. Obaki. M
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Government aim*ori$e§, took, 
extra precautions late last nightt 
to avoid trouble at the Tulelakeg 
Relocation Center for disloya| 
Japanese.^ T
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BY WARREN B. FRANCIS
Times staff Correspondent
WASHINGTON, May 25. — 

Japanese evacúes should be 
permitted to return to the Pa�
cific Coast “as soon as the mili�
tary necessity is over,” War Re�
location Director Dillon S. Myer 
told the House Appropriations 
Committee.

Secret testimony about the re�
location program made public 
today by the House group in�
cluded an admission by Myer 
that a small number of Kibei 
(Japanese-Americans who went 
to Nippon ibl' PUUUcflion and 
came back to the United States) 
have been a “major problem.” 
Myer also said some of the 
evacúes, who have been segre�
gated at Tule Lake, Cal., are 
extremely pro-Japan.

500 Return to Coast
Myer e s t i m a t e d  that 500 

evacúes already have returned 
to the Pacific Coast with Army 
consent. He said he would rec�
ommend that the �( government 
camps for persons of Japanese 
ancestry be closed whenever the 
war situation permits. Explain�
ing that it will take about a year 
to redistribute all the persons 
now in W.R.Á. centers, he said 
it was his opinion that Califor�
nia, Washington and Oregon 
will take back the evacúes when�
ever they are turned loose.

Myer’s testimony disclosed 
that the W.R.A. will close its 
Jerome (Ark.) center by July 1; 
that there have been no changes 
in policy since the agency was 
placed under the supervision of 
Interior Secretary Ickes; that 
the 1943 riots at Tule L a k e  
have resulted in the strictest 
discipline and closer control, and 
the removal of disloyal or 
troublesome *evacúes to *the 
Northern California rcamp will 
be completed this month. , •

Centers Hold 88,490
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Population of the 10 existing J  
1 centers was 88,490 on April 15. ] 
| In addition to 2400 persons on j 
¡“seasonal leave,” 21,740 of the ^ 
former Pacific Coast residents ��

¡have been granted freedom to 
establish n e w  homes in other i  
sections of' the country. J

Myer conceded the W.R.A. has ��
encountered some difficulty in % 

Ihelping the Japs to settle in oth- ‘‘j 
er areas. He remarked there J 
¡have been “problems of commu- ��
nity acceptance, as is indicated ,

Turn to Page I, Column 4
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Government a i^ o r^ p ^ , took 

extra precautions late lastmight ��
to avoid trouble at the Tulelake 
Relocation Center for disloyal
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uÂuraq euieoaq q;eap smoraQqo 
uaqiW. ;eq; pies -y'H’iW am, 

•uoipîpsunÇ .saqoi aapun 
si •y'H'M sqj, </-&resseoau st 
u o i;db jaAa;eqA\. eqe; pu b s;dbj 
aq;: �*+� ����� Áuuy am,, ;uapq 
-uoo sbâ  ; aq ptBS o h  'aamsaS 
Suiua;esaq; du apeui puB pauiae 
;oti sbav o;ouioqo ‘uJBet o; 
aiqB uaaq pBq aq sb jb j  sb ;eq; 
piss ‘aoxaami aqi JO. XiB;a.ioas 
‘saqDj PIOJBH ‘uo;SuiqsB.ft\. ui

: *;oqs
SBA\ aq Xi;uas aq; uo paouBA 
-pa aq sy -piss ssauqAY b ‘o; 
;ou uiiq pauJBAi. pBq -¿quas aq; 
qSnoqqB ‘qoiqi; eq; u io j j  padaat 
o;ouioqo tiaq; pus ‘p a n 2 a b 
peq oax; aqx ua;uaa uoi;Bgajfas 
aq; jo a;sS ut bt u aq; o; qoru; 
b aAojp aq sb ^Bpaa;saA! Xi;uas 
aq; ' ¿Cq ;oqs sba\. ‘-¡bo ‘o a o jo

uapaBO jo 3Aï;bu b. ‘o;oraoqo 
\£i;uas aoq 

-od iCjBqnui b .£q papiyui puno a; 
;aqnq b uioaj paip paq ‘sa;B;s 
pa;|Ufl o; jB^oisip sb papjBgaj 
asauBdBf jo j  ua;uao uoipSeiSas 
aq; jo ;uapisaa b ‘08 ‘o;ouioqo 
sauiBf iqootqs .ie;jB Ajpoqs auiBo 
;uaraaounouuB s('y ‘H'A\. aqx 

';qSiuo; paounou 
-ub X;iaoq;ny uoijBDotaH 
aq; ‘duiBO aq; ui spoqos aganS 
■u b i asauBdBf o; uajpqqo jjaq; 
puas o; pasnja; oqAv saqiraBj psaa

Continued from First Page 
from time to time irymip press," , 
but commented^ “With the relo�
cation of o-% �,�,,, people, I 
do not believfwe have had over 
a dozen instances where reloca�
tion has caused any particular 
stir." . . 1 ‘

Tule Lake Disorders
Questioned about the Tule? 

Lake disorders last fall and sub�
sequent operating policies, the 
W.R.A. head admitted a few sol�
diers still are on duty inside 
the Northern California segre�
gation, center. These will bek 
removed in the “very near fu* I 
ture," he added.

Japan is not anxious to ex- 
change evacúes for American 
war prisoners,' the House group 
learned. While the Tojo gov�
ernment has asked for a few 
persons of Nipponese ancestry, 
evacúes desiring to return to 
Japan are not on the lists. The 
Japanese government desires to 
get back young people with 
American college training, sub�
jects with considerable money, 
and those who can “make some 
contribution" to Japan, Myer ex�
plained.

Slight Watch Kept 
No close check is kept on the 

movements of evacúes released 
from the camps, the W.R.A. 
chief admitted.

Commenting that the principal 
objective is to help them find 
new homes, he said he cannot 
see any reason for trying to 
keep in constant touch with 
those granted indefinite leave. 
Only a few evaeues—such as 
the three girls who were found 
to have associated with German 
war. prisoners in Colorado—have, 
been returned to . the camps, h 
added.

Over Tule
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Jap’s Shooting 
Investigated
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A military board of inquiry, aug�

mented by a War Relocation Au�
thority official, today continued, in�
vestigation of the death of Shiochi 
James Okomotd, 30, Garden Grove 
Japanese shot by a military sentry 
at the Tule Lake segregation cen�
ter, as other internees refused to 
drive through camp gates past mil�
itary police.

WRA headquarters in San Fran�
cisco denied that the refusal of the 
Japanese truck drivers to work 

[constituted a strike, and reported 
no demonstrations by the center’s 
18,500 internees.

Ray R. Best, project director, ap- 
j pointed Assistant Director Harry 
ft. Black to serve as a member of 
the military board, at the request 
of Lt. Col. Erne Austin, command�
ing troops stationed outside th e  
center.

Okomoto was fatally wounded by 
a sentry when he drove a truck up 
to the main gate and became in�
volved in a dispute.

Meanwhile, the WRA reported 
that nine Japanese had been con�
fined in the center’s isolation area 
on charges of intimidating several 
families who refused to send their 
children to a Japanese-language 

jj school in the camp.
The men were named as George 

Uyekawa, Tom Tamatsu- Ariza, 
Takahashi Tanimoto, Bob Kiyoshi 
Mitimoto, Tokyo Abe, Yutaka 
Shimohara, Koichi Marumoto, K. 
Mishino and Kikuchi Y. Ubaki.
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Jap s Shooting 
Investigated

Army Continue. 
Death Inquiry

A military board of inquiry, aug�
mented by a War Relocation Au-! 
thority official, today ^continued 
investigation of the death of Shiochi 
James Okomoto, 30, American-bom 
Japanese shot by a military sentry 
at the Tule Lake segregation center, 
as other internees refused to (irivej 
through camp gates past military* 
police.

WRA headquarters here s îd the 
refusal of the Japanese truck drivers 
to work did hot constitute a strike., 
and reported no additional demon-) 
strations by the center’s 18,500 ini 
ternees.

Ray R. Best, project director, 
appointed Asst, Director Harry L. 
Black to serve as a member of the j 
military board, at the request of 
Lt. Col. Verne ■  Austin, command- i 
ing troops stationed outside thef 
center.
Okomoto was fatally wounded bj 

a sentry when he drove a truck ub 
to the main gate and became in) 
volved in a dispute.

The WRA reported that nine Japf 
anese had been confined in the cenl 
ter’s isolation area on charges ol 
intimidating several families whj 
refused to send their children to f 
Japanese-language school in thj 
camp.

The men were named as Georgi 
Ukekawa, Tom Tamatsu Ariza, TqkaF 
hashi Tanimoto, Bob Kiyoshi Mitij 
moto, Tokyo Abe, Yutaka Shim» 
hara, Koichi Marumoto, K. Mishihf- 
and Kikuchi Y. Obaki.
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While the War Relocation Centers will not be permanent it will 

require some time to liquidate them, Mrs. Lucy Adams, assistant project 
director at Manzanar revealed in a talk before the Pasadena Chapter of 
the Pacific Coast Committee on <$>-------------------------—---- ------- —
American Principles and Fair Play 
which met in the Public Library 
lecture room last night.

Extent of community acceptance 
of Japanese outside the centers and 
the willingness of the Japanese 
themselves to go out under present I 
conditions will determine the future ��
of the relocation centers, she said.)

Older Japanese are “hanging * 
back, afraid to risk their future.' 
Jp. this country, but the young per- j 
sons are going out of the centers 
rapidly.

Mrs. Adams said 20,000 of the 
90,000 relocated Japanese have found 
“community acceptance” again in the| 
past two years. She said suchr 
organizations as the Fair Play Com-f 
mittee has helped the WRA secure! 

¡this acceptance.
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|  inquiry, aug- 
kelocation Au- 
r continued in- 
jath of Shiochi 
Garden Grove 

military sentry 
gregation cen�
ses refused to 
gates past mil-

‘s in San Fran-
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ûaAV oqM suBOuaiuy-asauedBf ) 
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Mrs. Maynard Force Thayer, 
chairman of the local chapter, was 
re-elqcted last night, as were Miss 
Priscilla Beatty, vice-chairman, and 
William Burton, secretary-treasurer.

! cisco denied that the refusal of the 
Japanese truck drivers to work 
¡ constituted a strike, and reported 
no demonstrations by the center’s 
18,500 internees.

Ray R. Best, project director, ap- 
, pointed Assistant Director Harry 
| L. Black to serve as a member of 
the military board, at the request 
of Lt. Col. Erne Austin, command�
ing troops stationed outside th e  
center.

Okomoto was fatally wounded by 
a sentry when he drove a truck up 
to the main gate and became in�
volved in a dispute.

Meanwhile, the WRA reported 
that nine Japanese had been con�
fined in the center’s isolation area 
on charges of intimidating several 
families who refused to send their 
children to a Japanese-language 
school in the camp.

The men were named as George 
Uyekawa, Tom Tamatsu- Ariza, 
Takahashi Tanimoto, Bob Kiyoshi 
Mitimoto, Tokyo Abe, Yutaka 
Shimohara, Koichi Marumoto, K. 
Mishino and Kikuchi Y. Ubaki.
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Jap’s Shooting 
investigated
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Cleared
In Killing of Jap
At TuleCamp 
■ P ^  i

The Tulq Lake Relocation Cen�
ter military policeman who shot 
Schiochi James Okomoto, 30, 
Wednesday morning at the camp! 
gates did so only after the Japj 

'internee lunged at him and! 
grabbed for his gun, Modoc Coun�
ty District Attorney Charles Led- 

jerer declared today.
Lederer said testimony by 

Okomoto’s own fellow Japanese 
internees, given at an eight hour^ 
inquest concluded at 1:30 a. m l 
today, revealed the Jap made a 
sudden threatening move toward 
the policeman,_ and that it wasj 
only th<$n that the guard stepped I 
back and fired the fatal bullet. , 

SOLDIER IN CUSTODY 
Army authorities did not per-! 

mit the soldier to testify at the 
inquest, Lederer said, explaining) 
he was in military custody.

But after hearing eyewitness 
accounts from eighteen Japanese, 
the coroner’s jury returned a ver�
dict that Okomoto was killed “by 
a soldier in the United States
Army in' the performance of his 
duty.”

(The Ja p an e s e government 
claimed today that Okomoto had 
been shot without provocation, 
according to the German radio. 
Associated Press dispatches from 
London said the broadcast de�
clared Tokyo considered the inci�
dent “extremely serious” and was 
“conducting further investiga�
tions.”)

BACK ON JOBS 
Meantime, the War Relocation 

¡Authority announced that in* 
Iternee truck drivers, who had re�
fused to work yesterday, went 
| back to their jobs today after 
I WRA guards were posted at the 
camp gates along with the Army 

I sentries.
Lederer’s account of the shoot- 

ling, based on the testimony given 
Tin the lengthy inquest, included j  
the s t a t e m e n  t the Jap had 
clashed twice with the soldier, 
once on his way out of the camp 
and the second time when he 
returned.

Lederer pointed out the testi�
mony came from Okomoto’s own 
fellow Japanese—and that they 
agreed Okomoto’s attitude from 
the, first toward the soldier wa 

r‘sarcastic”.and. “belligerent.”
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TLTLE LAKE,. May�25. 5�6)— 
¡Nine men were being; held to- 
light in the isolation area of the 
rule Lake Segregation Center 
)n charges of intimidating sev�
eral families who refused to send 
heir children to Japanese lan�
guage schools in the camp, the 
tVar Rélocatión Authority an�
nounced- tonight. ' '

The W.R.A.’s announcement 
came shortly after Shiochi James 
Okomoto, 30, a resident of 'the 
segregation center for Japanese 
regarded as disloyal to United 
States, had died from a bullet 
wound inflicted by a military po�
lice sentry. ,

Okomoto, a native of Garden 
Grove, Cal., was shot by the 
	 sentry yesterday as he drove a 
truck Ito the main gate of the 
segregation center. The two had 
a r g u e  d, and then Okomoto 
leap#, from the truck, although 
the Sentry had warned him not 
to, � a witness said. As he ad�
vanced on the sentry he was 
shot.

In Washington, Harold Ickes, 
Secretary of the Interior, said 
that as far as he had been, able 
to learn, Okomoto was not 
armed and made no threatening 
gesture. He said he was con�
fident “the Army will get the 
facts and take whatever action 
is necessary.” The W.R.A. is. 
under Ickes’ jurisdiction.

The W.R.A. said that when 
Okomoto’s death became known 
some of the Japanese drivers at 
the camp refused to take their 
trucks on runs past sentry- 
guarded gates. It was not a gen�
eral strike, the W.R.A. said.
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A military board of inquiry, aug�

mented by a War Relocation Au�
thority official, today continued, in�
vestigation of the death of Shiochi 
James Okomoto, 30, Garden Grove 
Japanese shot by a military sentry 
at the Tule Lake segregation cen�
ter, as other internees refused to 
drive through camp gates past mil�
itary police.

WRA headquarters in San Fran�
cisco denied that the refusal of the 
Japanese truck drivers to work 
'constituted a strike, and reported 
no demonstrations by the center’s 
¡18,500 internees.

Ray R. Best, project director, ap- 
(pointed Assistant Director Harry 
L. Black to serve as a member of 
the military board, at the request 
of Lt. Col. Erne Austin, command�
ing troops stationed outside th e  
center.

Okomoto was fatally wounded by 
a sentry when he drove a truck up 
to the main gate and became in�
volved in a dispute.

Meanwhile, the WRA reported 
that nine Japanese had been con* 
fined in the center’s isolation area 
on charges of intimidating several 
families who refused to send their 
children to a Japanese-language 
school in the camp.

The men were named as George 
Uyekawa, Tom Tamatsu- Ariza, 
Takahashi Tanimoto, Bob Kiyoshi 
Mitimoto, Tokyo Abe, Yutaka 
Shimohara, Koichi Marumoto, K. 
Mishino and Kikuchi Y. Ubaki. ^
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Urges Post@War Ban�
� a L̂ nn Disloyal Japs
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.Seth. Millington, past grand, 
president of the Native Sons of 
the Golden West, urged today- 
that only Japanese of proven loy�
alty to the United States be per�
mitted to remain in this country 
after the war.

In a Commonwealth C l u b  
Speech yesterday at the Palace 
Hotel, Millington advocated mass; 
(deportation of disloyal Japs upon 
the cessation of hostilities.

He emphasized he felt such a 
plan should not affect loyal Japs, 
such as those in the armed forces.
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fUNERAL FOR SLAIN NISEI TO BE PUBLIC
Legion,
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ipan can be beaten only b. 
t nd inorai strength equa 

k  ! ±* iter than her own, and tha 
N àTIVG  lan  be supplied only by th | 

■  fort of all Americans.”

By Vmfeii
TUEE liA&E, May 27.—A public 

funeral will be held today or Mon�
day for Shiochi James Okomoto, 
American-born Japanese who was 
shot and killed by a military sentry 
at the Tule Lake Segregation Center, 
Camp Dir. Best announced today.

Time of the services will depend 
upon the arrival of a brother from 
the Midwest; Mr. Best said. In�
ternees at the center will attend.

No report of the findings of a 
military board of inquiry investigat�
ing the shooting, was yet forthcom�
ing. A coroner’s jury yesterday held 
the unidentified sentry fired the 
shot in the line of duty, ending, 
jivilian action.

The camp’s population of 18,iWHflf 
¡welled by the arrival of 90 more

segregated Japanese last night, was 
eported engaged in normal ac�

tivities.

ICKES CRITICIZED 
FOR JAP STATEMENT

Secy, of the Interior Ickes was as�
sailed for his statement that Shiochi I 
Okomoto, Tule Lake internee, ap- 1 
parently was shot and killed without I 
provocation, in a speech before the ? 
Commonwealth Club yesterday.

The speaker was Seth, ¡Millington 
of Gridley, former state legislator,1! 
former président of the Native Sons 
of the Golden West, and former 
state commander of the American 
¡Legion. • ¿ S
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Axis RadN^ep^ts^Extremely  
Serious’ View,* Attitude at 

T Variance With Jury Findings

j'| t The killing of a disloyal Jap- 
I anese-American by an Army sen- 
|  try at Tule Lake developed into 
$ an international incident yester- 
i  day, the Japanese Government 
|  charging the man was shot with- 
|  out provocation.
I  Tokio announced through the 

takes anJ “extremely serious” view of the 
* incident and will carry on a 
I further investigation, 
f But the Tokio line, obviously 
	�developed for propaganda pur- 
; poses after it received a news 
l  version of the slaying through 

neutral countries, did not jibe 
: with the findings of a coroner’s
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By RAY RICHARDS

WASHINGTON, May 26.—Congressmen from both 
east and west revealed today that they are preparing to 
demand from the War Relocation Authority (WRA) a 
complete explanation of why “appeal boards” have been 
set up at the Tule Lake segregation center in California to 
turn admittedly disloyal Japanese out of that place.

The move was characterized as direct bureaucratic 
contravention of a Senate resolution requiring |ha^ dan�
gerous Japanese evacuees from the west coast zone of mili�
tary operations be segregated and confined until the war’s 
end.

To Smoke Out Ickes, Myer
(l w^at amounts to a letter writing campaign to 
smoke out” information on WRA operations, the Con�

gressmen said they would address formal communications 
to Interior Secretary Harold L. Ickes and National WRA 
Director Dillon S. Myer.

iurv nf f.jL A . 0 f  the approximately 18,000 persons at Tule Lake, a.
the Tule Lake area. * S 1 ' Sported 12.500 are American-born Japanese who, despite

their United States citizenship, have boldly declared them�
selves Japanese subjects at heart.

Among Congressmen who already have sent letters of 
inquiry are Representative Clair Engfe, California Demo�
crat; Leroy Johnson, California Republican, and John J. 
Delaney, New York Democrat.

To Probe Tule Belligerence
Other members said they would follow, taking up par�

ticular phases of the situation at Tule Lake, which, because- 
of the belligerence of its- Japanese inmates,

&��	��2"��@?���1���
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"Seth Millington, past grand 
¡president of the Native Sons of 
• the Golden West, urged today 
¡ that only Japanese of proven loy- 
alty to the United States be per�
mitted to remain in this country 
; after the war.

In a Commonwealth C l u b  
; speech yesterday at the Palace 
Hotel, Millington advocated mass 
S deportation of disloyal Japs upon 
the cessation of hostilities.

He emphasized he felt such a 
¡plan should not affect loyal Japs, 
isuch as those in the armed forces.

y f
>

| i JURY’S FINDINGS.
5 The jury said the dead man, 
;• Shiochi James Okomoto, 6D, was 
: shot “by a soldier of the United 
* States Army in the performance 
j of his duty.”
D District Attorney Charles Led- 
i^erer of Modoc County amplified 

I this with the declaration that the 
sentry fired after the - internee 

.¿‘made a move as if to grab the 
•soldier’s rifle.” > * ;
;• Any investigation demanded 
:py Tokio would be handled 
-through the protecting power-— 

this case Spain. And the Span�
i s h  representative would find’ it 
■ “ftecessary to reply that the lr̂ ci- 
ir^ent is none of Tokio’s business 
-«since Okomoto was an American 

- ¡¿Citizen born in California.
: Lederer said the case is closed
O( far as civil authorities are 
¿Concerned, but an Army board of 
^investigation continued its||in*

• -^uirx-Vesterdav afternoon.
«Re t u r n  t o  j o b s.
|S .Japanese workers who struck 
jjThursday following the shooting r 
IJate Wednesday had returned to <| 
•¡their jobs yesterday, and camp r  
Spfficials said the feeling of ten- 
|feion had disappeared from the'® 
Sbig camp.
$3 Nevertheless Camp Director 
?Ray R. Best assigned radio pa- 
itrol cars of War Relocation Au- 
I fo r i ty  (WRA) internal security 
»police to patrol the perimeter 
¿areas where internees were work�
in g .

WRA police also were assigned 
ea°h of the four gates where 

SArmy sentries are stationed, to 
jp.k the sentries when passing in�
te rn ed  workmen in and out. 
•PUBLIC FUNERAL.
£  Best announced that a public 
•funeral will be held for Okomoto 

.Ifither today or Monday, depend- 
upon the time of arrival of a 

•brother from the Midwest. It was 
.^predicted that 2,500 internees will 
aattend.
D6, The coroner’s jury completed 

J u f .  W0,rk at �̂6( a- m. yesterday 
Softer listening to seventeen Jap
S b ? £| eS and R°y Campbell, 
;rWRA foreman, who was the only 
¿Caucasian witness.

| L ^ erer JS-aid the jury received D; Cignteen different sjcrieg.”
E,. Sifting these stories, he cron- 
l& W j*  l€. appeared that Okomoto 
i£nd the unnamed sentry first 
i f  ad words when Okomoto drove 
routbound through the gate to 
jipick up a load of lumber 
¿¡ORDERED FROM TRUCK.
§1 ^tien Okomoto returned to the 
fgate, inbound with the lumber
C u w l 1” exckanSed angry words 
pWith the sentry over the. latter’s 
¿demand to see his pass, said the 
.•district attorney. Witnesses^ de�
c lared  (that Okomoto was “sar-

I;: �5�2 sentry ordered him
r ? ,e truck” Lederer said.
•j But Okomoto refused. Tiien 
|; tbe guard ordered him again 
S an£ i he driver Ieft the vehicle.
“ x guard then ordered him 
 ̂ » « £ e/ ear ° f the truck, where 
3:;a . A car was parked, and 

again Okomoto refused.” '

IrifTi �2 xSx?ier was holding his 
j*ifle at the port arms position 
¿cross his chest: when O k o S  
3Pade a sudden move as though 
ilttn rnb th e ” fle’ Said the district 

was at that point »that the sentry took two 
»back and fired.

# �� � S e t 
+���������
� �������

�  s ,
Dillon S. Myer, War Relocation

Authority director, was on record 
today with the assertion the WRA 
stands ready to send 70,000 in�
terned Japanese back to the Pa�
cific Coast—and that 500 previ�
ously evacuated Japs already) 
have been returned to the vital! 
western defense zone.

Liquidation of the relocation 
centers in interior regions “could 
be- started immediately” on lift�
ing of the military ban, Myer said.

WITHOUT RESTRAINT 
He added that 20,000 Japanese 

are scattered about the country 
under no restraint through WRA 

q “resettlement” programs.
Meantime, Wednesday’s fatal! 

‘shooting of a Tule Lake camp in- 
* teriiee by a military policeman

... .... . , - ..... .... .. ——----- , has hardly
known a quiet hour since it was designated as a place of 3
confinement fou  anti-^mëricàns. «¡took on international significance

m e only substantial explanation advanced by the WRAXTIas the Japanese government an- 
for the appeals system at Tule Lake is the claim? that the ./01+(�+2�3� considered the 
letter of the Constitution forbids such confinement of 
American citizens, although the question has never been 
tested in the courts.

It is added in official statements that the Japanese- 
Americans have given no physical démonstrations of loyalty  
to Japan.

parently was shot and killed without 
provocation, in a speech before, the 
Commonwealth Club yesterday.

The speaker was Seth. Millington 
of Gridley, former state legislator, 
former president of the Native Sons 
of the Golden West, and former 
state commander of the American 
Legion. y S

inci�
dent “extremely serious,” coupled 
with the , claim the internee was 
shot “without provocation.” 

CLEARED BY JURY 
The T o k yo  allegation was 

broadcast by the German radio 
shortly after a Modoc County 
coroner’s* jury found that the 
Japanese, Schiochi James Oko�
moto, 30, was shot by a soldier “in 
the performance of his duty,” and 
only after he had made a grab 
for the sentry’s gun.
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"Seth Millington, past grand; 
i president of the Native Sons oil 
• the Golden West, urged today 
that only Japanese of proven loy�
alty to the United States be per-! 
mitted to remain in this country 

� after the war.
In a , Commonwealth C l u b  

(speech yesterday at the Palace 
jHotel, Millington advocated massj! 
^deportation of disloyal Japs upon 
lithe cessation of hostilities.
J He emphasized he felt such a 
¡plan should not affect loyal Japs,

| /.such as those in the armed forces.

# L � � ����
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r ,  *  /  , ñ  * .. ... , . . .  T^ion. In a talk on “The resented against

The unitMrtif^d softer who fa-  
ally woutfufed- Shfocl^Jjames Oko- 
noto, 30, Calif omia-bom Japanese, 
it the Tulelake segregation center 
!or disloyal Japanese, acted ‘ in line 
>f duty” a Coroner’s Jury reported  
yesterday.

The verdict from six men and two 
women came after testimony from 
18 witnesses, including 17 internees 
and one War Relocation Authority 
foreman, from which it appeared 
that Okomoto had refused to show 
proper passes at the gate, and was 
shot "after he suddenly made a move 
as if to grab the soldier’s rifle.”
' Report of the verdict and testi- 
nony came from District Attorney 
Charles Lederer of Modoc county, 
who said his office no longer was 
interesting itself in the case.

a r m y  i n q u i r y
An Army board of investigation 

was inquiring into the case in the 
wake of the Coroner’s investigation. 
���the segregation camp, War Re-

locatiori authorities held nine men

Camp Dir. Best announced today.
Time of the services will depend 

upon the arrival of a brother from  
the Midwest,' Mr. Best said. In�
ternees at the center will attend.

No report of the findings of a 
military board of inquiry investigat�
ing the shooting was yet forthcom�
ing. A coroner’s jury yesterday held 
the unidentified sentry fired the 
shot in the line of duty, ending 
Civilian action. ' , ja

The camp’s population of 18,fl90p 
■ welled by the arrival of 90 mQre

in the isolation area of the camp 
on charges of threatening several 
resident families who had refused 
to send their children to ’Japanese 
language schools. Both American 
and Japanese schools operate there.

Internal security guards were 
posted at all camp gates to facilitate 
passage by internees, local War Re�
location Authority officials reported  
and radio patrol cars were assigned 
to canvass the camp.

Secretary of Interior Ickes, who 
announced at Washington yester�
day that apparently the soldier’r 
shooting of Okomoto was unwar 
ranted and without provocation by 
the’victim, was scored in a Com�
monwealth Club address here yes 
terday.

"Ickes says the boy shot the Jap 
without a reason,” declared Seth 
Millington, former past president of 
the Native Sons of the Golden West 
and past State commander of the

American Legion, in a talk on The 
Japanese Problem! in California.” 

"Ickes is the onh one who knows 
everything. I don’t belive Ickes ever 
served in the,j Army in any form. If  
he had, he wfjjffid know that a sentry 
is subject to 1 courts-martial if he 
fails to shoot when a challenged 
person refusisj^to halt.”

ASSAILS MYER
Millington also scored Dillon 

Myer, head of thfc WRA, for as 
serted unawareness of Japan racial 
characteristics, but praised Sergeant 
Ben Kuroki, Japanese - American 
Army Airforce heifo, “who has dem 
onstrated his loyalty and can live 
next door to us of the Native Sons 
and American Legion the rest of his 
life.

He asserted thajt "California has 
never had the sympathy of her 
central Government in Oriental 
problems,” and declared that the 
attitude of the organizations he rep-

resented against return of Japanese 
to California unless their loyalty hai 
been completely demonstrated wd< 
not because of race or color, Mbht 
because they act like Japs.” 

Millington also said that If theri  
had been 1 per cent loyalty among 
Japanese residents at Pearl Harbor, 
the attack would not have been 
possible, but that not a word of thl 
precisely-planned raid had beep 
divulged by so-called “loyal” Japa�
nese.

When excoriating the attitude oi 
Interior Secretary Ickes, who, h« 
said, employed Japanese on hia 
ranch as soon as they got out oi 
California, he explained:

“In case anyone thinks I  am a 
disgruntled Republican, I  had been 
a Democrat for a long time before 
any so-called New Dealers becamg. 
Democrats.”

12

— kjksXj j  ;—or v̂aiw a-upprwr"xonco WU5"  �
sailed for his statement that Shiochi j  
Okomoto, Tule Lake internee, ap�
parently was shot and killed without 
provocation, in a speech before the 
Commonwealth Club yesterday.

The speaker was Seth, Millington 
of Gridley, former (state legislator,: 
former president of the Native Sons 
of the Golden West, and former; 
state commander of the American; 
Region. — M
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Seth Millington, past grand; 
president of the Native Sons dfj 

J the Golden West, urged toda-d 
HI th a t only Japanese of proven loy-* 
I alty to the United States be per-' 
| m itted to remain in this country 
I after the war.

In a Commonwealth C l u b  
j [speech yesterday at the Palace 
, ( Hotel, Millington advocated mass! 
y pdeportation,of disloyal Japs upon 
I ¡¡the cessation of hostilities.

He emphasized he felt such a 
? ¡plan should not affect loyal Japs, 
¡'such as those in the armed forces!
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By United,

Tu fe  fÍAKE, May 27.—A public 
funeral will be held today or Mon�
day for Shiochi James Okomoto, 
American-born Japanese who was 
shot and killed by a military sentry 
at the Tule Lake Segregation Center, 
Camp Dir. Best announced today.

Time of the services will depend 
upon the arrival of a brother from 
the Midwest; Mr. Best said. In- 
Iternees at the center will attend.

No report of the findings of a 
military board of inquiry investigat�
ing the shooting, was yet forthcom�
ing. A coroner’s jury yesterday held 
the unidentified sentry fired the] 
shot in the line of duty, ending 
iivilian action.

The camp’s population of 18,888$ 
¡welled by the arrival of 90 more

segregated Japanese last night, was 
reported engaged in normal ac�
tivities.

ICKES CRITICIZED 
FOR JAP STATEMENT 

Secy, of the Interior Ickes was as�
sailed for his statement that Shiochi 
Okomoto, Tule Lake internee, ap�
parently was shot and killed without 
provocation, in a speech before the 
Commonwealth Club yesterday. i 

The speaker was Seth. ¡Millington 
of Gridley, former state legislator, 
former président of the Native Sons 
of the Golden West, and former! 
state commander of the American; 
Legion. __________ X
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The aratude of the American 
Legion and the Native Sons of 
the Golden West toward the Japa 

| nese—“We’re not against the 
Japs for what they are, but for 

| what they do”—was explained 
[to the Commonwealth Club yes 
rterday . by Seth Millington, of 
Gl’idleyy* former member of the  
(State legislature.

A past grand president of the 
Native Sons, and past State com 
mander of the American Legion, 
Millington declared that neither  
of the organizations which he rep 
resents would d i s c r i m i n a t e 
against Japanese of proven loy 
ialty to this country, but “we  
want to see the others shipped 
back to their land of the rising 
sun—only by the time they get 
there, it will be the land of the 
setting sun.”

In turn, he dealt with the-three 
men who have recently discussed 
the. Japanese problem before the 
[Commonwealth Club—Secretary 
f®f the Interior Harold Ickes,  
Dillon Myer of the War Reloca�
tion Authority (WRA), and  
Sergt. Ben Kuroki.
SENTRY’S DUTY.

the facts of the case, but I  do 
know that a sentry who orders 
a man to halt is supposed to 
shoot if  that man does not 
halt.” (When told later that  
the sentry had been found 
innocent by an Army court 
martial, Millington remarked  
that he had evidently . been 
right in his estimate of the 
situation.)
Turning to Myer, he scoffed at 

the WRA official’s recent state�
ment that the Japs were settled 
around all important military in-

“Ickes,” he commented, “has 
already found the sentry who 
shot the Japanese at Tule Lake 
guilty. It is my impression 
that the Secretary of the Inte�

r io r  has never been in the 
Army. I am not familiar with

stallations because they were 
there before the installations 
were. He tërmed the statement 
“absurd.”
KUROKI O. K.

“As to Sergt. Ben Kuroki,”  
he declared, “he flew for his 
regular twenty-five missions 
against the Germans and volun�
teered for five more. And so 
far as the Native Sons and the 
American Legion are concerned, 
he h a  s demonstrated his 
loyalty, and he aiid any other 
man like him can live next door 
to us for the rest of his life.

“Any Japanese who has of�
fered his life for this country is 
okay with us,” he added.
Millington said the organiza�

tion hë represents w;ant all dis�
loyal Japanese shipped back to 
Japan “on the first boat.”

SPEA K ER -?.'*”11-• l in g to n ,
former State legislator, who d is�
cussed the Japanese problem in 
Californ ia a t yesterday ’s  Com- 
m ony^alth Club luncheon, 

loto by Saa Francisco Examiner.
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TULELAKE, May 26. 5�@'_ *

A Coroner’s jury of white ranch- ; 
ors today decided that Shiochi ��
James Okomoto, 30, an occu- ]
pant of «the J apanese relocation j 
center near here, was Tdlled “by } 
a soldier of the U.S. Army in 
the performance of his duty.” \ 

case is closed as far as ��
this office is concerned.” Dist }

. An Army board of review is 
investigating the case.

�����������	��������
��������������������

Tokyo as declaring that Shiochi 
James Okomoto, Japanese-Anier- 
ican internee who died yester5��

i day after being wounded by a 
guard at the Tule Lake (Cal.) 
Segregation Center, had been 
shot without provocation.

The Japanese government con�
sidered the incident “extremely 
serious” and was conducting 
further investigations, Berlin 
said.

County said.

LONDON, May 26. 5�@'_The
German radio today quoted 
Tokyo as declaring that Shiochi
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B sba v ;i asnBoaa qno aqoaq azB{q 
aq; uaqAV diqsdooa; adA; Avau b 
j o ; p a^  aq; guraa^voi paqstuij ;snf 
pBq Aaq; ;sq ; pus A spug ‘-ui *d 
X JB 6 ’o n  Abav u o paqouna; oaaq 
psq diqs b ;aq ; pa;Bjs sjBionan

-  t Ou-tf o if
•SAVBjjng aq; ui pauiof' xiaAasooy; 
puB guiqgnBp UBgaq’ s;uapuods 
-aaaoD os ao OOI am  jo auiog 

„qaafaa ao ;daooB o; aaqpqAV 
uoispap anoA apBua aABq noA 
aaqpqAV ;nq ‘uoipuiuiouaa ;daooB 
P[noAV noA aaq;aqAV ;ou si uoi;sanb 
Aj\[ •uotpuiuiouaa anoA aanssB 
o; puB A;tao’[.'Bui agaBi ? noA aAig 
o; noA o; pa;;iuuuoa uaaq aABq 
a vou uoi;uaAuob puot;Bu l ib  i > 
-ouiaQ aqj 0; sapgapp  qgnoua 
UBq; aaoui ‘xuapisaag -ax\[„

:auo;taBq guoa;s 
s(q;iiug ui Abav siq; piaAv ; j  -oo; 
‘auo poog *b ;i ;qgnoq; Aaqj, -uBg 
-aq aauaaajuoo aq; aaojaq sangBa; 
-pa o f qt pauq;no puB ‘papioAB aq 
;ou ppoo ;Bq; auo papoouoo pBq 
aq ;qgnoq; ‘;uapuodsaaaoa asnopi 
OJWM ssaag pajiug  ‘q;tuig u b u i 
-laaaiM aouaaajuoa s^Aspiag ; y

W  sipg uoi;sanU�
•AaaBd o; ;inoijjip uiaq; aqBui 0; 

papua;ut u ia o jV u i pu b A'nnpaBO 
;nd aaB suoi;sanb aq; Avon ‘juara 
-a;B;& uiaa;-paiq; b uiB;qo o; s;aoj 
-P jo ynmuasaa sba v on ogB saBaA1
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L,OS ANGELES, May 27. (TP)— 
fA broadcast by the Tokio radio to�
day quoted a Japanese government 
spokesman as branding as an “out�
rage” the fata] shooting of a Jap- 
anese-American at the Tule Lake 
internment center- in California.

The spokesman said that an ex�
planation of the shooting will be 
demanded through the Spanish 
government, which handles Japan�
ese interests in the United States.

The Japanese American, Shioehi 
Okomoto, was shot and fatally 
wounded by an army sentry during 
an altercation at the gate of the 
center where more than 18,000 Jap�
anese judged disloyal to the United 
States are interned.

Project director Ray Best ex�
pressed regret at the shooting and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Verne Austin, 
in charge of army troops at Tule 
Lake, ordered an official investi�
gation.

In Washington Secretary of the 
Interior Ickes, who has charge / of 
the War Relocation Authority, 
eaitl first reports to his department 
indicated that the shooting was un�
justified. j

Meanwhile it was revealed that I



#'�(,��'�� ��2�/'�'� ��'#�,�/�
� 7<&=� >�??

|A

THE PEOPLE OF JAPANESE ANCESTRY, who are being relocated by the War 
Relocation authority, lived before the war in the shaded area» at the extreme left of 
the map. In the spring and summer of 1942 they were evacuated from their homes 
by the army and moved into the WRA centers indicated by bladk dots. Since that 
time, approximately 22,000 out of the original 110,000 evacuees have left these 
centers to take jobs and establish homes in normal communities. The f i g u r e s 
within each state show the number of people from WRA centers who have relocated 
there to date. Since the entire state of California is in the evacuated area, the only 
people of Japanese descent who have returned or relocated there are those who 
have received special permits frorp the Western defense command of the army. 
At the Tule Lake Segregation center in Northern California, the WRA has assem�
bled evacuees who have indicated that their loyalties-lie with Japan and who are 

- % not eligible to relocate under WRA procedures.
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Virtually all the 22,000 Ameri�

cans who so far have left relo�
cation centers háve been well re�
ceived in communities in various 
parts of the United States away 
from the Pacific Coast, the War 
Relocation authority today re�
ported to Secretary of the Inter�
ior Harold L. Ickes.

The report stresses the .thou�
sands of case histories of success�
fully relocated people who have 
resumed their normal place in 
society, ^

The business of finding new 
homes for' these American citizerfe 
of Japanese ancestry, as well as 
for the law-abiding Japanese 
aliens, has been proceeding stead�
ily ever since the mass hegira 
from the Pacific Coast was begun

as a military necessity early in 
1942. In fact, says the report, 
some of the first to move from 
the Pacific Coast had been reset�
tled in other sections of the na�
tion before the last had been up�
rooted and sent to the �( reloca�
tion centers. - *

Illinois has proved to be the 
Mecca for the greatest number of 
those citizens Whose only “crime” 
was having Japanese parents. 
About 5000 have found homes in 
that state, chiefly in the Chicago 
area. Approximately half - that 
number are living unobtrusively 
in Colorado. Utah and Ohio are 
hosts to about 1700 each, followed 
closely by Michigan. Idaho has 
received about 1000. Some states 
have less than �((, and a few off

them evacuated have found jobs 
as far away as Delhi, India, and 
Melbourne, Australia.

About 110,000 West Coast resi�
dents, all of Japanese descent, 
were poured into the hourglass�
like system inaugurated by the 
army and the War Relocation au�
thority. The pouring-in process 
lasted from April to August, 1942.

Of the 22,000 who have left the 
centers no indefinite leave to date, 
most are American citizens. On 
the average, they represent the 
young, able-bodied adults, edu�
cated in American schools, speak�
ing English well and Japanese 
poorly, if at all. thinking and act�
ing like other Americans.

In moving eastward, many of 
the evacuees have left-behind 
them farms and business proper�
ties laboriously built up on the 
Pacific Coast over a p e r i o d  of 
several score years. Some have 
lost all their equities in those 
properties and have been com�
pelled to start life almost wholly 
afresh. X.

The younger relocaters have 
had their schooling interrupted 
first at the time of evacuation 
and later upon the departure from 
the relocation centers. Adults 
have been cut off from familiar 
surroundings and from, social ties 
of many years standing.

But even though the transplan�
tation has been a drastic process 
for many, it has some compensa�
tions from the long range point 
of view, the report of the secre�
tary stated. It has tended to break 
down the prewar isolation of the 
Oriental minority in the United 
States and has brought thousands 
of these people more completely, 
than ever into the mainstream*^ 
American life.
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DOS ANGELES, May 27. (TP)— 
’A broadcast by the Tokio radio to�
day quoted a Japanese government 
spokesman as branding as an “out�
rage” the fatal shooting of a Jap- 
anese-American at the Tule Lake 

: internment center in California.
The spokesman said that an ex- 

:j planation of the shooting will be 
|j demanded through the Spanish 
I; government, which handles Japan�

ese interests in the United States.
The Japanese American, Shiochi 

Okomoto, was shot and fatally 
wounded by an army sentry during 

j an altercation at the gate of the 
center where more than 18,000 Jap�
anese judged disloyal to the United 

! States are interned.
Project director Ray Best ex- 

I pressed regret at the shooting and 
: Lieutenant-Colonel Verne Austin,
, in charge of army troops at Tule 
Lake, ordered, an official investi�
gation.

In Washington Secretary of the 
Interior Ickes, who has charge .of 
the War Relocation Authority, 
said first reports to his department 
indicated that the shooting was un- 

' Justified.
Meanwhile it was revealed that
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Tt,« oeonie of Japanese ancestry who are being relocated by the War Relocation Authority 
livedPbefore the war in the shaded area at the extreme left of the map. In the sprmg and sunv- 
liter of 1942 they were evacuated from their homes by the army and moved into the WRA

i  ¡ S t i i a  S S L S S w J M  onlr people ot J .p .n e .e  d«o .» t .h o  h.vo ,.tu rh « i ot 
located there ere thoee who hevo received rpeolel permits from the .
«f the srmv At the Tule Lake segregation center in northern California, the WRA has as 
bledhthose evacuees who have indicated that their loyalties lie with Japan and ^ ^ ° J re n°t ell‘ 
gible to relocate under WRA procedures. (Photo from U. S. Department of the Interior.)
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f LOS ANGELES, May 27, h+!ij
A broadcast by the Tokio radio to-' 
day quoted a Japanese government 
spokesman as branding as an “out- 
rage the fatal shooting of a Jap- 
anese-American at the Tule Lake 
internment center in California.

The spokesman said that an ex�
planation of the shooting will be 
demanded through the Spanish 
government, which handles Japan�
ese interests in the United States.

The Japanese American, Shioehi 
Okomoto, was shot and fatally 
■ wounded by an army sentry during 
an .altercation at the gate of the 
center where more than 18,000 Jap�
anese judged disloyal to the United 
btates are interned.

Project director Ray Best ex 
pressed regret at the shooting and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Verne Austin 
in charge of army troops at Tule 
Lake, ordered, an official investi�
gation.

In Washington Secretary of the 
Interior Ickes, who has charge ,of 
the War Relocation Authority 
eaid first reports to his department 
indicated that the shooting was un- 
justified.

Meanwhile it was revealed that

nine men inmates of the Tule Laki 
center have been placed in isolation 
for intimidating families who re- 
fused to send their children to a 
Japanese language school operated 
at the center.

Ji

Virtually all the 22,000 Japa�
nese Americans Who so far 
have left relocation centers 
have been well received in com�
munities in various parts of the 
United States, away from the 
Pacific coast, the war reloca�
tion authority reported to Sec�
retary� of the Interior Harold 
L. Ickes.

The report stresses the thou�
sands of case histories of success�
fully relocated people who have 
resumed their normal place in 
society.

In traditional man-bites-dog 
fashion, it has been the very 
few exceptions that have made 
news, the report indicates. The 
business of finding new homes 
for these American citizens of 
Japanese ancestry, as well as 
for the law-abiding Japanese 
aliens, has been proceeding 
steadily ever since the mass 
hegira from the Pacific coast 
was begun as a military neces�
sity early in 1942. In fact, says' 
the report, some, of the first to 
move from the Pacific coast 
had been resettled in other sec�
tions of the nation before the 
last had been uprooted and 
sent ttf the �( relocation cen�
ters.
Many in Illinois

Illinois, reports WRA, has 
proved to be the Mecca for the 
greatest number of those citi�
zens whose only “crime” was 
having Japanese parents. About 
5000 have found homes in that 
state, chiefly in the Chicago 
area. Approximately half that 
number are living unobtru- 
sively in Colorado. Utah and 
Ohio are hosts to about 1700 
each, followed closely by Michi�
gan. Idaho has received about 
1000 Some states have less 
than �((, and a few of those 
evacuated have found Jobs as 
far away as Delhi, India, and 
Melbourne, Australia.

Of the thousands who have 
dropped into other communi�
ties without causing an econom�
ic or social ripple, the case of 
Frank Shiba, taken at random 
from WRA filés, is typical. Shi�
ba and his wife, Caroline, had 
made their home in Fresno, 
Cal., where he ran a recreation 
hall before the war. After the 
evacuation they found them�
selves in the Jeromè relocation 
center in Arkansas. Lake the 
majority of the evacuated 
people, Frank, his wife- and 
their baby daughter, Diane, are 
American citizens.
Leave Clearance Given

Frank and Caroline, along 
with other evacuee residents of 
relocation centers, filled out 
questionnaires p r e p a r e d  by 
WRA in co-operation with ex�
perienced intelligence officers. 
Their names were submitted to 
the federal intelligence agen�
cies and nothing was disclosed 
to indicate that they were any�
thing but loyal American citi�
zens. Accordingly^ they were 
granted “leave clearance by 
the director of war relocation 
authority. They were'free to go 
to any community outside the 
excluded west coast military 
area.

The Shibas decided on Cleve�
land, Ohio, as their future 
home. A few dozen Japanese 
American evacuees had pre�
ceded the couple. Mrs. Shiba 
and little, Diàne stayed in the 
relocation center until Frank 
could, find a job and a home. 
He wanted a job where he 
could feel that he was helping 
in some direct way to win the 
war. He found it as an appren�
tice on a grinding machine at 
the National Topi company. 
Now, ten months later, he is a 
fully qualified operator and is 
getting the full scale wage. His' 
wife and baby are content in 
their new home: They’ve maae 
friends, and with every week 
the family’s roots are more 
firmly set in the new commu�
nity.
Many Families Moved

Multiply Frank Shiba’s èxpe- 
rience by DD,(((, make allow�
ance for geographic variations 
extending from Spokane to Bos�
ton, and for hundreds of occu- 
pations, and you have WRA s 
story of the people of . Japanese 
descent who formerly lived in 
the Pacific coast area and who 
have relocated to new homes 
and new communities farther 
east.

About 110,000 west coast resi-

dents, all of Japanese descent, 
were poured into the hpurglass- 
like system inaugurated by the 
army and the war relocation au�
thority: The pouring-in process 
lasted from. April to August, 
1942.
' Of the 22,000 who have left 
the centers on indefinite leave 
to date, most are American citi-. 
zens. On the average, they rep�
resent the young, able-bodied 
adults, educated in American 
schools, speaking English well 
and Japanese poorly, if at all, 
thinking and acting like other 
Americans.
Centers All Crowded

Life in the relocation centers 
was bound vup in a D(-foot 
square room for a family of 
three or four, a wood-burning 
stove, cots, blankets and a light 
bulb furnished by the govern�
ment. The evacuees fashioned 
tables and chairs out of crates, 
boxes and scrap lumber left 
over from the construction 
work. Eventually they got some 
of their own furniture shipped 
into the relocation center. The 
community bath house was a 
couple of hundred feet away 
and it served all of the 250 or 
so residents of the block. Three 
times a day all the residents 
of the block passed down the 
cafeteria lihe to the mess hall. 
Housewives couldn’t prepare 
meals in their own homes, be�
cause no cooking facilities were 
provided.

Babies were born In the cen�
ter hospitals, where they were 
well provided for. Special for: 
mrulae and baby foods are avail�
able, and both mother and child 
receive competent medical at�
tention. Children of school age 
attend classes in the barrack- 
type buildings. Work is avail�
able at $16 a month. Church, 
movies, occasional dances and 
home-produced entertainment 
are available at aU the centers.,
No “Little Tokyo*“

Leaving the relocation cen�
ters, the people of Japanese 
descent have scattered to most 
of the states outside the ex�
cluded Pacific coast military 
area, WRA repofts show. Some 
regions have been found to 
draw greater numbers than 
others, but at no point do they 
approach the ■  concentrations 
which were found in the “Lit�
tle Tokyos” of Los Angeles, 
the “Japtown” of San Francisco 
and other, west coast cities and 
farming districts before evac�
uation, l

in moving eastward, many of 
the evacuees have left behind 
them farms and business prop�
erties laboriously built up on 
the Pacific coast over a period 
of several score years. Some, 
reports indicate, have lost all 
their equities in these proper�
ties and have been compelled 
to start life almost wholly 
afresh.

The younger relocators have 
had their .schooling interrupted 
first at the time of evacuation 
and later upon the departure 
from the relocation centers. 
Adults have been cut off from 
familiar surroundings and from 
social ties of many years’ stand�
ing.
Program Long Ranged

But even though the trans�
plantation has been a drastic 
process for many, it has some 
compensations from the long- 
range point of view, WRA’s re�
port to the secretary stated, and 
has tended to break down the 
prewar isolation of this oriental 
minority in the United States 
and has brought thousands of 
these people more completely 
than ever into the mainstream 
of American life.

In a few instances there has 
beer; local opposition or dis�
crimination when evacuees 
moved in, in spite of efforts Of 

TRe WRA to determine in ad- 
I vance the attitude of the com�
munity toward persons of Japa�
nese descent. In Great Meadows, 
N. J., as reported in a recent 
issue of Life magazine, neigh�
boring farmers objected strenu�
ously to five Japanese being 
employed as share croppers on 
a vegetable farm. To avert fur�
ther violence, after a shed of 
the employing farmer had been 
burned down, the evacuees left.

More characteristic, believes 
WRA authorities, is the experi�
ence of Bill Okazaki and his 
family. They are settled on the 
farm of A. J. Krecker near 
McHenry, IH. The Okazakis 
have been accepted into the

community, their twin_ daugh�
ters are enrolled in the first 
grade at school. Formerly a 
vegetable grower in California, 
Okazaki is now engaged in pro�
ducing crops and livestock of 
a'typical corn belt farm.
Nearby Farms Improved 

Fred Doi, 35, who operated a 
vineyard at Fowler, Cal., is now 
in charge of 3000 laying hens 
njear Elkhorn, Neb. He also 
helps in a dairy herd on the 
f^rm to which he has been re�
located. Mrs. Doi is. active in 
the local Red Gross and other 
community work. Neighboring 
farmers in this instance are 
favorably impressed with Doi 
and have started negotiations 
for other evacuee farm workers.

Other examples of relocation 
from WRA files:

Harley Asari, who operated 
a goldfish hatchery at Hunting- 
ton Beach, Cal., was the first 
nisei—an American of Japanese 
parentage—to be employed by 
the United States foundry in 
Denver.'Now there are 25 on 
the foundry payroll. ,

Jeri Tanaka' is one of the 
first women welders to gradu�
ate from a Des Moines welding 
school and is now making radio 
condensers.
War Veterans at Work

Joe Eto, discharged honor�
ably after �� months’, army 
service, is doing a job with a 
critical war plant. The product 

j of this plant is so critical that 
publicity concerning it is strict�
ly barred. The officer respon-__ 
sible for security arched his 
eyebrows and began to question 
whether or not it was safe to 
have a man of Japanese ances�
try employed in so vital an 
industry. But Eto’s war record 
won his confidence and Joe 
stayed.

Kelly Yamada managed three 
optician shops in Oakland, Cal., 
before being moved to Poston, 
Ariz. He has relocated in Peo�
ria ���., with his wife, two sons 
and his wife’s parents, Mr. and 
Mrs. Teraji Yemoto. Mr. Ye- 
moto is a Peoria nurseryhian.

Henry Mitarai, .fnrmprlY of 
San Francisco, is operating 48o 
acres of vegetables in Utah and 
employes 25 fellow evacuees 
for the growing season and ex�
pects 125 for the harvest. Four 
transcontinental rail lines are 
employing evacuees as section 
hands, some are working in co** 
mines in Carbon county, U>S . 
and 16 are employed by the 
Utah Lime & Stone company.
Myer Gives View*

“Relocation is Our main job,” 
says Dillon S. Myer, director pf 
the war relocation authority, in 
pointing out that the segrega�
tion in Tule Lake of those who 
refused to pledge loyalty to the 
United States was a necessary 
step in relocation.

“We felt relocation would be 
carried on much „more effec�
tively if those who were not 
pli’giWB'- to VelocatB ’were' put in 
one place, leaving the other 
centers composed, entirely of 
those whose loyalties lie unmis�
takably with the United States. 
Our aim is to relocate every 
person who can be relocated, 
and work ourselves out of a job 
as quickly as possible.’

To express the feelings of the 
evacuees, a more articulate 
spokesman could hardly he 
found than Mary Oyama Mit- 
wer, successful writer, mother 
of two, whose husband, Fred 
Mitwer, had ah American father 
and a Japanese mother. One of 
Mr. Mitwer’s brothers, at last 
reports, was interned by the 
Japanese government as a dan�
gerous alien.

The Mitwers were evacuated 
from Los Angeles to the Hart 
Mountain relocation center in 
Wyoming, and then relocated in 
Denver, where Mary resumed 
her writing and Fred went into 
the food processing business. 
Mary Oyama expressed an atti�
tude to which many of the 
evacuees subscribe:
Future Envisioned

“Of course it was a bitter 
experience to be uprooted and 
hustled off to a relocation cen�
ter, but it’s futile to be so pre�
occupied with the past that we 
lose sight of the future. The 
weak and misguided may blight 
the remainder of their l i v e l y  
ill-considered acts. The strong 
and wise will make the bjet of 
their lot and emerge s t in g e r 
and wiser than before.’̂
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Congressronal representatives 

from the West Coast and the rest 
of the nation engaged in a seri�
ous dispute today over apparent 
plans of the War Relocation Au�
thority to send tens of thousands 
of evacuated Japanese back to the 
Pacific Coast.

Representatives from non-West 
Coast states declared they in�
tended to hold the WRA to its 
promise that all evacuated Japs 
would be moved back here as soon 
as the ban was lifted

On the other hand, Western 
residents and congressmen in�
sisted that the coastal strip 
should receive no more than a 
proportionate share of the na�
tion’s 140,000 Japanese.

The comment of congressmen 
fro mthe interior Western, Mid 
die Western and Atlantic Coast 
states revealed that all instances 
of Japanese resettlement the 
WRA had been giving assurances 
that the evacuees were only 
temporary visitors in the war 
emergency.

Congressmen from such states 
as Arkansas, Colorado, Wyoming 
Utah, Pennsylvania, New York 
^Illinois, Ohio and Michigan 
where the WRA has conducted 
particularly intensive resettle- 
ment programs, have taken the 
agency at its word.

West Coast congressmen as�
serted that the WRA had no right 
to give such assurances as a mere 
expedient, and that, inasmuch as 
|a national policy admitted Japa�
nese to thiMMMfilrv in the first

3
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the Union, not only those of th t  
West Coast.”

place, the entire nation .must 
share the responsibility now that 
the dense West Coast settlements, 
with their security and economic 
evils, had at last been broken up 

Meanwhile, Walter H. Odemar 
grand third vice president of the 
Native Sons of the Golden West, 
sent a strongly-worded letter to 
Congressman William S. Hill of 
Colorado, opposing his statement 
in Washington that the Japs be 
returned to the West as soon ai, 
possible.;

‘Even though the West Coast 
may no longer be in danger of 
a Japanese attack,” Odemar 
wrote, “any one familiar with  
this coast must know that if the 
Japanese are permitted to re�
turn during this war it will be  
an easy matter "̂ for them to 
count the ships leaving our 
ports for the Pacific war zones.

“When such information is 
transmitted to our enemies— 
and it surely will be if the Japa�
nese are sent back—it will mean 
the loss of many lives from 
Colin i)ilii_mil wll othrr states in
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By Ray Richards
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WASHINGTON, titey 20....TlitTWar Relocation Author�
ity was held responsible today for the swift development of 
a serious dispute between the West Coast and the rest of the 
country on the Japanese resident problem.

Congressmen from various sections outside the coastal 
strip said they intended to hold the War Relocation Au�
thority to a promise that all evacuated Japanese WILL BE 
MOVED BACK TO THE WEST COAST as soon as the mili�
tary ban is lifted.

That collides head-on with West Coast determination 
that no more than a proportionate share of the nation's 
140,000 Japanese shall ever resettle there.

The comment of Congressmen from the interior West�
ern, Middle Western and Atlantic Coast states revealed that 
in all instances of Japanese resettlement the WRA* has been 
giving assurances that the evacuees are only TEMPORARY 
VISITORS in the war emergency.

/���"�����������	� 1���	�
West Coast Congressmen assert that the WRA HAS 

NO RIGHT TO GIVE SUCH ASSURANCES AS A MERE 
EXPEDIENT, and that, as a national policy admitted 
Japanese to this country in the first place, the entire na�
tion must share the responsibility now that the dense 
West Coast settlements, with their security and economic 
evils, have dt last been broken up.

Said Representative W. F. Norrell, Arkansas Democrat:
“Arkansas had three Japanese residents prior to 

Pearl Harbor. We. have thousands now. On the basis of 
a very definite WRA promise, we expect to have just three 
Japanese residents when the emergency ends.”

Representative Frank A. Barrett, Wyoming Republican, 
said:

“There wasn’t any equivocation in the promise the 
WRA made to my state. The generak assumption over the 
country seems to be, in the light of the WRA promises, 
that ALL JAPANESE WILL RETURN TO THE WEST  
COAST.”

/"�2���	�?�������	�
It was declared by Representative William S. Hill, Colo�

rado Republican:
“The West Coast sent the Japs to us—7700 to Colo�

rado alone—and we expect the West Coast to take nearly 
" all of them back. Where else are they to live? No place 

wants them ”
Representative John J. Delaney, New York Democrat, 

said WRA agents are assuring New York City that Japa�
nese are being moved into the metropolis only as a TEMPO�
RARY EXPEDIENT, and that the West Coast has no legal 
grounds on which to stand in opposing their eventual “re�
turn home.”

“Thus again the speciousness and fumbling of the 
WRA has stirred up serious difficulties,” commented Rep�
resentative Harry R. Sheppard, California Republican. 
“The West Coast will not stand for a mass return of Japa�
nese. If we can’t deport these people, they must be dis�
tributed among all states, proportionately to population.”
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Since the enforced migration “of 
110,000 persons of Japanese an�
cestry from the west coast areas 
| was undertaken, almost 22,000 
Japahese-Americans have moved 
to other parts of the United States 
where they have found new- jobs, 
homes and neighbors, the \War 
relocation authority reported, to�
day; . • iSW"

Nearly 500 of the evacuees set�
tled in Illinois, mostly in the C h i�
cago area, the WRA said, jsfe iid  
choice was Colorado with,
2500 settlers. Utah, Ohioi'fand 
Michigan were chosen by about 
1700 Japanese- Americans while 
approximately 1000 found hon!es 
in Idaho. yj

There has been generally -‘no 
hostility or discrimination against 
the evacuees in their new com�
munities, the WRA said.

Despite hardships and financial 
losses suffered by the evacuees 
the report said there had been an 
important social compensation in 
that the evacuation had “tended 
to break down- the pre-war isola�
tion of this oriental minority in 
the United States and has brought 
thousands of these people more 
completely than ever info the 
mainstream of American life.”

Declaring that the presence of 
Japanese on the Pacific coast 
would'’ consflfilte a perpetual 

J military danger, Walter H. Ode- 
	 mar, Native Sons of the Golden 
1 West official, has sefit a sharp 
protest against a proposal to re�
turn “relocated” persons.

This was disclosed yesterday 
in a letter from Odemar to Con�
gressman William S. Hill of Colo- 
radoi opposing the legislator’s 
statement' that Japanese should 
be returned to the West coast 
as soon as possible.

“Even though the West coast 
may no longer be in danger of 
a Japanese attack, any one fa�
miliar with this coast must 
know that if the Japanese are 
permitted to return during this  
war it will be an easy matter 
for them to count the ships 
leaving our ports for the Pa�
cific war zones,” Odemar 
wrote.

“When such information is 
transmitting to our enemies. . . 
it will mean the loss of many 
lives from Colorado and all 
other States in the Union, not 
only those of the West coast.”
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Robert B. Cozzens, assistant direc�
tor of the War Relocation Authority 
here, yesterday declared himself in 
hearty agreement with Seth Mil�
lington of the Native Sons and the 
California American Legion—on at 
least one thing.

Referring to a speech Millington 
delivered before the Commonwealth 
Club here Saturday, Cozzens said, 
“The statement that Japanese 
Americans like Sergeant Ben Kuroki 
can Mve next door to him for the 
rest of their lives is. certainly a real 
assurance by the spokesman that 
the Japanese-American soldier of 
this war will come home to his civil 
rights.”

Millington had said, “Sergeant 
Ben Kuroki flew for his regular 25 
missions against the Germans and 
volunteered for five more. And so 
far as the Native Sons and the 
American Legion are concerned, he 
has demonstrated his loyalty, and he 
and any other man like him can live! 
next door to us for the rest of his 
life.”

He added, however, “we Dvant to 
see the others shipped back to their 
land of the rising sun.”

Cozzens said he could agree with 
Millington that loyal Americans of 
Japanese ancestry haVe legal rights 
under the Constitution but “we can�
not agree with him on the vague 
program of determining by ‘reason�
able doubt’ whether or not an 
American of Japanese ancestry is 
loyal.”

He said Millington’s statement 
that had one per cent of the Japa- 
nese-Americans in Honolulu been 
loyal the Pearl Harbor attack would 
hot have been possible “does not 
jibe with current history.

“Millington stresses the fact that 
Japanese airmen knew where every 
ship and military installation was 
to be found. This is not dissimilar 
to oui airmen’s knowledge of strate�
gic targets in Tokyo, although we 
had not planned our war for D(�
years as had the Japanese enemy,” 
Cozzens said.
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W H AT’S HAPPENED TO COAST NISEI? 
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Virtually all the 22,000 Japa- 

nese-Americans who so far have 
left relocation centers have been 
well received in communiues in 
various parts of the United'States 
away from the Pacific Coast, the 
War Relocation Authority today 
reported to Secretary of the In�
terior Harold L. Ickes.

The report stresses the thou- 
. sands of case histories of success�
fully reloated people who have re�
sumed their normal place in so�
ciety.

In traditional man-bites-dog 
fashion, it has been the very few 
exception's that have made news,, 
thf. repdrt indicates.

Jphe business of finding new 
homes for these American -citi�
zens of Japanese ancestry, as well 
as for the law-abiding Japanese 
aliens, has been proceeding stead�
ily ever since the mass hegira 
from the Pacific Coast was begun 
as a military necessity early in 
1942.

In fact, says the report, some 
of the first to move from the 
Pacific Coast had been resettled 
in other sections of the nation be�
fore the last had been uprooted 
and sent to the �( relocation cen�
ters.

ILLINOIS A MECCA
Illinois has proved to be the 

Mecca for the greatest number 
of these citizens whose only 
"crime” was having Japanese par�
ents. About 5000 have found homes 
in that state, chiefly in the Chi�
cago area.

Approximately half that number 
are living unobstrusively in Colo�
rado. Utah and Ohio are hosts 
to about 1700 each, followed close�
ly by Michigan. Idaho has re�
ceived about �(((.

Some states have less than 100, 
and a few of those evacuated have 
found jobs as far away as Delhi, 
India and Melbourne, Australia.

LOOK AT SHIBA . . .
Of the thousands who have 

drbpped into other communities 
Without causing an economic or 
social ripple, the case of Frank 
Shiba is  ̂ typical. Shiba and his 
wife, Caroline, had made their 
home in Fresno, California, where 
he ran a recreation hall before 
the war.

After the evacuation they found 
themselves in the Jerome Reloca�
tion Center in Arkansas. Like the 
majority of the evacuated people7��
Frank, his wife and their babyi

daughter, Diano, are American 
citizens.

Frank and Caroline, along with 
other evacuee residents of reloca�
tion centers, filled out question�
naires prepared by WRA in co�
operation with experienced intel 
ligence officers.

Their names were submitted to 
the federal intelligence agencies 
and nothing was disclosed to in�
dicate that they were anything 
but loyal American citizens. Ac�
cordingly, they were granted 
“leave clearance” by the Director 
of War Relocation Authority.

They were free to ; go to any 
community outside the excluded 
West Coast military area.

Thé Shibas decided on Cleve�
land, Ohio, as their future home. 
A few dozen Japanese ̂ American 
evacuees had preceded him. Mrs. 
Shiba and little Diane stayed in 
the relocation center until Frank 
could find a job and a home.

He wanted a job where he could 
feel that he was helping in some 
direct way to win the war. He 
found it as an apprentice on a 
grinding machine at the National 
Tool Company.

Now, �( months later, he is a 
fully qualified operator and is 
getting the full scale wage. His 
wife and baby are content in their 
new home. They’ve made friends, 
and with every week the family’s 
roots are more firmly set in the 
new community.

Multiply Frank Shiba’ç experi�
ence by DD,(((, make allowance 
for geographic variations extend�
ing from Spokane to Boston, and 
for hundreds of occupations, and 
you have the story of the people 
of Japanese descent who formerly 
lived in the Pacific Coast area 
and who have relocated to new 
homes and new communities far�
ther East. . ■ ,

LIFE IN CENTERS
About 110,000 West Coast resi�

dents, all of Japanese descent, 
were poured into the hourglass- 
like system inaugurated by thè 
Army and the War Relcation Au�
thority. The pouring-in process 
lasted from April to August, 1942.

Of the 22,000 who have left the 
centers on indefinite leave to date 
most are American citizens. On 
the average/ they represent the 
young, able-bodied adults, edu�
cated in American schpojs, ,'speak • 
ing English well and Japanese 
poorly, if at all, thinking and act- 
ng like other Americans,

NISEI HELP  
‘SLEEPY 
LAGOON’ BOYS

LOS ANGELES, May 28.—A 
little drama of American unity 
enacted around the Sleepy La�
goon case will probably set the 
Japanese propaganda machine 
to scratching its head.

Among the signed, sealed 
and delivered petitions rolling 
into the Sleepy Lagoon De�
fense Committee asking Attor�
ney General Robert Kenny to 
take charge of the appeal trial 
personally is one signed by 
Japanese - Americans at Man- 
zanar.

In part, the petition reads:
“We, the undersigned, inter�

ested in the maintenance of 
our democratic institutions and 
the eradication of race preju�
dice, hereby petition you, the 
attorney general . . . person�
ally to take charge of and 
thoroughly investigate t h i s  
case in order that ypur office 
shall not be [used as an in�
strumentality [for the support 
of convictions -based upon race 
prejudice.”

Life in the Relocation centers 
was bound up in a D( foot "square 
room for a family of three or four, 
a wood burning], sto ve, cots, blan�
kets and a light bulb furnished 
by the government.

The evacuees fashioned tables 
and chairs out of crates, boxes 
and scrap ' lumber left over from 
the construction work. Eventually 
they got some of their own fur�
niture shipped into the relocation 
center.

The community^ bath house was 
a couple of hundred feet away and 
it served all of the 250 or so resi�
dents of the block. Three times a 
day all the residents of the block 
passed down the cafeteria line to 
the mess hall. Housewives could 
not prepare meals in ’ their own 
homes, because no cooking facil�
ities were provided.

Babies were born in the center 
hospitals, where they were well 
provided for./Special formulae and 
baby foods are available, and both 
mother and child receive compe�
tent medical attention.
Children of school age attend

classes in the barrack-type build�
ings. Work is available at $16 a 
month. Church, movies, occasional 
dances and home-produced en�
tertainment are available at all 
the centers.

Leaving the relocation centers, 
the people of Japanese descent 
have scattered to most of the 
states outside the excluded Pacific 
Coast military area. Some regions 
have been found to draw “greater 
numbers than others, but at no 
point do they approach the con�
centrations which were found in 
the “Little Tokios” of Los An�
geles, San Francisco and other 
West Coast cities and farming dis�
tricts before evacuation.

In moving eastward, many of 
the evacuees have left behind 
them farms and business proper�
ties laboriously built up on the 
Pacific Coast over a period ofc sev�
eral score years. Somé have lost 
all their equities in those prop�
erties and have been compelled to 
start life almost wholly afresh.

The younger relocaters have 
had their schooling interrupted 
first at the tiqie of evacuation and 
later upon tiíe departure from 
the relocation centers. Adults 
have been cut off from familiar 
surroundings and from social ties 
of many years standing.

POSITIVE FACTORS
But even though the transplan�

tation has been a drastic process 
for many, it has some compensa�
tions from the long range point 
of view, the report to Ickés stat�
ed.

It has tended to break down the 
pro-war isolation of this Oriental 
minority in the United States and 
has brought thousands of 0 these 
people more completely than ever 
into the mainstream of American 
life.

In a few instances there has 
been local opposition or discrim�
ination when .evacuees moved in, 
in spite of efforts of the WRA 
to determine in advance the at�
titude of the community toward 
persons of Japanese descent.

More characteristic is the ex�
perience of Bill Okazaki and his 
family. They are settled ort the 
farm of A.. J. Kreckor, near Mc�
Henry, Illinois. The Okazakis have 
been accepted into the community, 
their twin daughters are enrolled 
in the first grade at school.

Formerly a vegetable grower in 
Californai, Okazaki .is now en�
gaged in producing crops and live�
stock of a typical Corn Belt farm.

� �� � ? � �
Fred Dot, 35, who operated a 

vineyard at Fowler, California, is 
now in charge of 3000 laying 
hens near Elkhorn, Nebraska. He 
also helps in a dairy herd $��� the 
farm to which, he has been re�
located. Mis. Doi is active in the 
local Red Cross and other, com�
munity work. Neighboring farm�
ers in this instance are favorably 
impressed with Doi and have 
started negotiations for other 
evacuee farm workers.

Other examples of relocations 
� are:

Harley Asari who operated a 
goldfish hatchery at Huntington 
Beach, California, was the first 
Nisei, alt American of Japanese 
parentage, to be employed by the 
U. S. Foundry in Denver. Now 
there are 25 on the foundry pay�
roll.

Joe Ete, discharged honorably 
after �� months Army service, is 
doing a job with a crtical war 
plant. The product of this plant 
is so critical that publicity con�
cerning it is strictly barred. The 
officer responsible for security 
arched his eyebrows and began 
to question whether or not it 
was safe to have a man of Japa�
nese ancestry employed ip so vital 
an industry. But Ete’s war record 
won his confidence and Joe^Myed.



j Fair Play Committee 
Nominates Board

Nominating committee of the 
; Pasadena Chapter, Committee on 
; American Principles and Fair Play,
| announce the following candidates i 
for members of the executive com- 

f mittee during the ensuing year: 
Miss Priscilla Beattie, Mrs. E. L.

; Kruse, Mrs. Paul W. Moritz, Mrs. 
Wellslake D. Morse, Mrs. Willard 
J. Stone, Mrs. Maynard F. Thayer, 
Mrs. A. H. Sturdevant, James S. j 
Macdonnell, Dr. Morgan Ward, Gale 

‘ Seaman and William C. Burton. .
Mrs. Thayer has been re-elected 

I chairman; Miss Beattie, vice-chair- 
i man, and Mr. Burton secretary- 
treasurer of the chapter. The 
nominating committee includes 
Mrs. Willard J. Stone, Mrs. George 
Forster and Stephen C. Clark.
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, WAjjpl&GTbN, May 31.—Mass1 
evacjjlipbix of the Japanese from the 
'Pa<Jp>:|C°ast may eventually aid 

' thePw^inocratic absorption into 
American life, Carey McWilliams,

, former commissioner of immigration 
i of California, says in a pamphlet, 
“What Abeut Our Japanese-Ameri- 
cans,” just published by the public 
affairs committee and the American 
council, Institute of Pacific Rela�
tions.

The pamphlet is part of a book by 
Mr. McWilliams to be published in 
the fall.

“While mass evacuation was a 
harsh measure,” he says, “it should 
be recognized that the relocation 
program does carry democratic 
possibilities. The concentration of 

i most of the Japanese-Americans 
| on the West Coast in ingrown 

communities was by no means a 
5 healthy situation.

/‘The American-bom Nisei were 
experiencing great difficulties in 
finding employment opportunities to 
which their skills entitled them. 
They had not succeeded in outgrow�
ing the dominance of their elders or 
in breaking away from the strong 
social ties which held them in Little 
Tokyo.

“For many of these younger and 
more enterprising Nisei, relocation 
has been a genuinely  ̂liberating ex�
perience. They have found oppor�

tunities in areas outside the West 
Coast for which they had been seek�
ing for years prior to their removal. 
- “They have moved out of the

narrow, airless world of Little To�
kyo into tiie main stream of Amer�
ican life. The experience they ^ 
have updergone has , shattered 
some of their illusions, but it has j 
given a new value to such concepts | 
as “liberty” and “freedom.”
“As a group they are showing a | 

more active and healthy concern , 
with the problems of other racial . 
minorities. In many other fields ' 
they are demonstrating an alert \ 
awareness of the kind of World in 
which they live.

“To appreciate this development, J 
one must recognize that the Japa�
nese on the West Coast, and par- ; 
ticularly in California, occupied an , 
economic niche considerably above ; 
Negroes, Chinese, Mexicans and Fil- U�
ipinos.

“Evacuation was a shock to their 
pride but it has not been without 
its healthy, if unforeseep, conse- | 
quences. This observation, how- | 
ever, would not be true of the en- ^ 
tire group nor even of all the Nisei. | 
For mafty, evacuation has involved 
nothing but bitterness and a feel�
ing of frustration.
“It may be healthy, however, that: 

the ‘Japanese problem* which has 
echoed on the West Coast for nearly 
50 years has now ceased to be a local, 
and has become a national problem.] 
It is now definitely related to the 
problem of the other racial minorM 
ties. This is important since it isj 
¡evident that we shall never solv<j 
¡any of these problems until we hayf 
[solved all of them/’ /
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T0LELAKE, May 31.—Army 

cars patrolled the streets, of the 
War Relocation Authority’s Tule 
Lake Jap segregation center as 
plans were completed for elab�
orate Buddhist funeral rites to -s 
day fbr^hiochi Japies„Okomoto. 
30, Japanese-American shot and 
killed last Wednesday by an 
Army sentry.

WRA officials said that the 
camp was in a state of unrest 
while Okomoto’s body lay in |  
state in the center’s high school * 
auditorium yesterday, and the 
patrol by Army, cars was. de�
scribed as a “routine safety 
measure.” \

The WRA officials, who co-op�
erated with the Japs in ar�
ranging plans for the funeral, 
said they expected no violence.
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SAN FRANCISCO, HAY 11— (UP)--THE WAR RELOCATION AUTH ORITY TODAY 

REVEALED THAT;NEARLY 73 PER CENT OF AMERICAN BORN J APANESE HAVE NEVER 

VISITED JAPAN AND 53 PER CENT OF THOSE WHO HAVE VIS ITED NIPPON HAD NO 

SCHOOLING THERE,

THESE FIGURES WERE RELEASED FOLLOWING A STUDY BY WRA OF JAPANESE 

ALIENS AND AMERICAN CITIZENS OF JAPANESE ANCESTRY U NDER ITS JURISDIC- 

TION. A TOTAL OF 27,100 CASES— ONE-FOURTH OF THE TOT AL NUMBER 

ORIGINALLY CONFINED IN WAR RELOCATION CENTERS— WERE CHECKED, WRA SAID.

I OF THIS NUMBER, 9,144 WERE REPORTED BORN IN JAPAN A ND 17,956 IN THE 

UNITED STATES.

THE FIGURES INDICATE THAT TWO-THIRDS ARE AMERICAN C ITIZENS, WRA

s a i d .  * M p M W | ^ R  H

OF THE 47 PER CENT OF THE VISITORS TO JAPAN WHO HAV E HAD SCHOOLING 

THERE, LESS THAN ONE-EIGHTH HAD MORE THAN THREE YEARS, THE WRA FIGURES 

REVEALED.

WHILE FIGURES FOR THE 20-40 AGE GROUP SHOW THAT APP ROXIMATELY ONE- 

FOURTH OF THE AMERICAN BORN HAVE HAD THREE OR MORE YEARS OF SCHOOLING 

IN JAPAN, ONLY ONE IN 50 OF THOSE UNDER 21 HAVE HAD  ANY EDUCATION 

THERE.

"THE RECORDS SHOW THAT DURING THE MORE IMPRESSIOBALE YEARS— ELEMEN�

TARY, HIGH SCHOOL AND JUNIOR COLLEGE— THESE YOUTHS ARE RECEIVING THEIR 

EDUCATION IN AMERICA UNDER THE DEMOCRATIC TRADITION," SAID ASSISTANT 

DIRECTOR ROBERT B. COZZENS.



SAN FRANCISCO, MAY II— <UP)— THE WAR RELOeltl Oil AUT HORITY TODAY

ELECTION

LOS AMUELES, « A j M H A P ) -W ITH THE EXCEPTION OF PEP.JO H N  

M. COSTELLO, IN C m S Ñ r C O N e R E S S M E N  IN  LOS ANEELES COUNTY  

DISTR ICTS WHO WERE CANDIDATES «  YESTERDAY'S PRIMARY E LECTION WERE  

RENOMINATED AS THEIR PARTY CANDIDATES ON THE BA SIS OF AVAILABLE RE  

TURNS.

TkE 0!*T$ TAME INC UPSET IN THE BALLOTING IN LOS ANEE LES COUNTY  

WAS THE DEFEAT OF CONE ¿ ¿ f l& A H  COSTELLO FOR HIS DEM OCRATIC NOM IN A -

.U & ii.iH  THE FIFTEENTH D IST R IC T  BY HAL S T Y L E S, RADIO ANN�

OUNCER.

ALTH01G

■ini-1

COSTELLO LOST THE DEMOCRATIC NOMINATION, HE WAS HIG H  

KAN ON THE REPUBLIC AN T IC K E T , BBT UNDER THE ELECTION LAWS H E CAN�

NOT RUN AS A REPUBLICAN AND THE REPUBLICAN STATE CENTR AL COM�

MITTEE CAN NAME A CANDIDATE TO OPPOSE ST Y L E S.

OTHER CO Ml SESSIO N A L  CANDIDATES APPARENTLY NOMINATE D WERE:

<  P E P .H .JE R R Y  V 0 0 R H IS , DEMOCRAT OF SAN G A B R IE L , IN

THE TWELFTH, D IS T R IC T ; REP .N O R RIS POULSOM.

WE : í :■ : r n - T h  c h & h l a v p  p a r k  a n d  e a c � �� p o c k s )  m r s . � �� ��

REPUBLIC#!, r

6 A H «  AN DOVE LAS OF HOLLYWOOD, DEMOCRAT, IN THE FOURTEENT H,

1C SUCCEED THOMAS F .FO R D , S IC  W AS SOT • A CANDIDATE.

OTHER SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATES FOR THEIR PARTY NOMINAT IONS 

FDR CONGRESS: E L L IS E .P  ATTERSON,  FORMED LIEUTENANT  GOVERNOR 

tE  ICCRAT, IN  THE S B  l i á S W Í ^ S Í Í Í ^ Í | ^ ® | ® H ®  c e i r .  '

»  THE SEVENTEENTH; (KING WON BOTH DEMOCRATIC AMD RE�

PUBLICAN NOM INATIONS; )  REP .WARD JOHNSON, REPUBLICAN, RE�

NOMINATED IN THE EK.HTEENTH {LONG B E A C H ;) REP.CHET H O L IF IE L D , 

ffiMOCR« T ,  PE'JOMINATED IN THE NINETEENTH (EA ST LOS A N G ELES;)  

REP .CARL H IMS HAW, REPUBLICAN, RENOMINATED IN THE TW ENTIETH,  

(PASADENA AND SAN FERNANDO V A L L E Y ), AND REP.HAPPY P  .SH E PPA R D , 

DEMOCRAT|. 1H... THE TWENTY-f IR S T . SHEPPARD, LED IN ,BO T H  P E P - j  

W LIC A N lA N D  DEMOCRATIC VOTING .

S B IJL A

OF THE 3 3  ASSEMBLY SEATS In S l OS ASEELES COUNTY. F I V e I w ERE"
g I ¡ Ii � I � *% -  ’ 1

VACATED BY INCUMBENTS WHO WERE NOT CANDIDATES AND FOUR WER E

FILLED V I T ® IT  IO N ,

INCUMBENT ASSEMBLYMEN WHO APPEAR TO HAVE HUpft THE NOMINA! IOM »-

OF BOTH MAJOR PA RTIES A h t ;  EVERETT t  .BURKHALTER <D ) 42ND

D IST R IC T ; JOHN I).PE L L E T IE R  ( D )  «ATM; T®M AS J.D O Y LE  { D )

45THj GLENN M .ANDERSON, CD) 46T H ; T.FENTON KNIGHT

( P )  48T H ; LEE T .B A S HOPE (R >  4 9T H ; THOMAS M. ERWIN ( R )

JOTK; ELWYN S.BEN N ETT CD) 3 1 S T ;  JONATHAN J . -

rCLLIBAUGH (f i )  3 3N D ; JOHN B.KNIGHT (R )  JATH;
■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

ERNEST E .D E B S CD) 56T H ; AUGUSTUS F.HAW KINS ( I f  6 2N C; JOHN  

C.LYONS ( R )  6ATH; JOHN W.EVANS CD) 65T H ; JACK  

MASS ION CD) 66T H ; CLAYTON A .D IL L S  CD) 6 7 T H ;

RALPH C .P IL L S  ( S )  ORTH.

INCUMBENT ASSEMBLYMEN REELECTED W IT ® U T  O PPO SIT IO N  A RE JULIAN  

BECK, A 1ST D IS T R IC T | WILLIAM H.ROSENTHAL, AOTH; FR ANK  

'.»¿WATERS, 5 8 T H , W W  A . ALLES-,

ASSEMBLY SPEAKER CHARLES M.LYON WON HIS PARTY NOMIN ATION BUT  

MAY BE FORCED INTO THE NOVEMBER RUNOFF WITH HIS DEMOCRA TIC OPPON'  

ENT, LUCILE WEBSTER GLEASO N, BASED ON- INCOMPLETE RET URNS. 

PJSIOAPW  NM

»

S B 12
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ELECTION

§  iJOS ANGELES, MAY �7 - j i
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PO LIC E.

in  A PRESS RELEASE, IC A ES S A iß  T M E> $ 0  Li) �ER", J .H .  rtJETf  

(MO HOHE ADDRESS L IVEM ) ,   ̂WROTE F W  f  AE ' FRONT L IM ES:

y*H AY I  S A ß E S T  f RAT v o n  SEMD ALL T MOSE M MMW -fl IMF £ß ,  Q U O T E D , .

IIM-Ä1 ERIC ANS OVER HERE TO ' RELIEVE THE U -JO TS IMF AM TRY HAT TAL ION OF  

THE 3 4  TH D IV IS IO N ? "  > ' ' -

THAT BATTALION IS  COMiPQSEB OF A i ER IC AI S Ô U I E F S  OF JAP ANESE DESCENT. |  

JCK£$ SAID THE A ATT AL ION ‘ HAS J 7(((  MEM AMf THAT 9 0 0 . O f THEM HAVE  

RECEIVED PURPLE' HEARTS FOR WOUNDS SUFFERED | |  RATTLE : 3 6  RA^E AfXM

LIVEN T H i  SILVER ? I  i w M | | U A - S j  A*D FH^EE '•■ ¡FA" THE

D lS tlM O .U S H E D  SERVICE CROSS.

£f:K ES S A ID 'H E  REPLIED TO CORPORAL H ET Y : THANK YO U FOR YOUR 

LETTER* IT IS ÜUITE APPARENT THAT YOU KNOW WHAT YOU  A^E riGfITI-NE FO


