


Third Alien Land

Spying By Coast Japs | _\Suit Is Filed ) ¢ ¢
Is Refuted By Myer Remonc

o | v
SL OB UINog 8yj UI SaULIBIy
0} SJULWAIYS SEASIAA0 JO Jg “-fx‘x‘.fq“‘fia‘;‘ﬁﬁﬁ“s?ﬁx‘i%sfgﬁ“""gg&’o‘ o
S wiozy  Aepoy . peouneg| ¥ PUIOI enow 303 1,
i ; ‘3UTU9Al Aepsen b
5 ot i 5, %, 901, 1w S 6 ot i
I = U} JO 13dygim que
~JJO SUTpUBWWOD ‘Udsqoorpr *m g?do, quos[gi'xtxxxgd?;egg Eggxa[q i
‘péou.rv [3U0[0D JOJ [BIdULS Ja1p® -m'gap :ng J0 mzl}q AQ
LI JO 3uel 9y) 0} UOIJOWOIT Arqrewunsaad “1eyer Jrey epmz'g.'mgtgf
ue paddojs yojem s, 8uoT 'sx
[ ‘193ysnep SIYy pue ‘(339]) ['Surusas jey) urese J9Y 3urass qgﬁ
i saglt‘jdns jo jodap sdao) ‘W00 13301 SIY 0 pawmgar uayy
[Wod ‘ussqoder "a\ ppouay PUE ‘Aepseng, “wi ‘d 1 jnoqe ‘Arey
MaU jo saejs uo 3uguu3d ~9.J998 awn}-91ed € se paAlas aygs
: e & ATYM ‘Yoany) [ed1[05URAT J3a1)Q

TENBTIOAM B ABTA A AT AL s A s i

B
{

4

r"/‘ G

East Plots to Return TUIB,}{GRShOjﬁY]
Japs to West Coast | GC | i

i I SRRt a2 0 B Bt S
! el az‘iﬁuzggmqﬁmu anbrunwuwod 4seopeorg o ook |
1 Jusyy qaixi?‘éﬁ 005 SUvaL190 ayy Supses symeses| |
39;35 19U} UT ABPIajsak s901501d ?ﬁt ‘IQIM ‘Paredaz axom 983U 19
oo e s ey O} Panup eI tamae g ST Ou
uyou ur gurhy 20UBSSTRUY B hod - aeny

AN 8urSarseq: saoio 0031 pa :
1891 I POV |£q sasn DI pue sizey oty 00°¢¢ ..
4 $3snayy orperods yo A[uo ayods S 6 6 I AR

~ ‘P3I1®IS pey uBUO
1 2ASURj010un00 osouryy | T W09 WEISSTA A[rep ovy, ‘e
o) Je_)ﬁgmoq PIJIIWIpe sem 91 G «10ssaxddo ISTOS®Bq | |
[°1F ‘Oﬁ‘BpS'OIg’BPGQJOdaI sayojedstp w8y ayy woay Suoneu ugad i
—2uTEF PAPP Udayny peor ww|TOMMA I9U30 o3eIaqIr 03 osre puel |

&

s

/ -
= s /

WRA Urge Return of All
L&ﬁfél Japs to Homes

By United Press Japanese-Aniericans now living in
WASHINGTON, May 25. — Jap-|segregation centers are not only
(anese-American evacuees from the|“safe” from the standpoint of in-
West Coast should be permitted to|ternal security, but are loyal to the
return to their former homes as|United States and want to continue
soon as the military situation war-|living here after the war, he said.
rants. accopding to Dillon S. Myer,| Disorders last year at Tule Lake,
“Hap Belocation Au-|{Myer said, could be attributed

srgely to about 2000 young Japanese

<ho were born in the United States,

rew up in Japan and then returned

» this country, some of them as

jate as 1940. This particular group,

ough 1legally American -citizens,

are more Japanese than American,

he said.




Spying By Coast Japs
Is Refuted By Myer

WASHINGTON, May 25 (AP) . —
Dillon S. Myer, director of the
War Relocation Authority, told
Congress, in testimony made pub-
lic today, he knew of no sabotage
or espionage by west coast Japa-
nese since Pearl Harbor.

Japanese at the nine relocation
centers and the segregation cen-
ter at Tule Lake, Cal., totaled
88,490 on April 15, Myer said.

The director said he found no
evidence to indicate that Japa-
nese had been deliberately placed
ments on the west coast by the
near strategic military establish-
Japanese government prior to
Pearl Harbor.

“How do you account for the
coincidence they were nearly
always found near places of
strategical and military impor-
tance?” asked Chairman Can-
non (D., Mo.) of the House ap-
propriations committee.

any of those strategical devel- |
opments came about.” '

One of the ‘“major problem
groups” with much national sym-~
pathy with Japan is a group of
youngsters who were born in this
country, returned to Japan with
their families and later returned
to this country, mostly to avoid
service in the Japanese army,
Myer said.

He said most members of this
group, called “Kibei,” are at Tule
Lake and “they are more Japa-
nese than American, although
they are legally American citi-
zens.”

The director stated he consid-
ered none of the nearly 70,000 in
the relocation centers (outside of
Tule Lake) the slightest danger to
this country.

The War Relocation Authority
reported that about 22,000 Japa-
nese-Americans have been estab-

“That is easily accounted
for,” Myer replied. “Those peo-
ple were, generally speaking,
settled in those areas before
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lished over the country, away
from the Pacific Coast, since the
war started.
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Third Alien Land |

Suitls Filed , « ¢

A third suit charging owner-
ship of land by Japanese aliens,
now interned in a Midwest intern-
ment camp, was filed late yester-
day by District Attorney Chester
Watson.

The suit, following Friday’s fil-
ing of the first two, names Ataye

|| Hirata and his wife, Fusa and a

daughter, Anna Keiko Hirata,
along with a “John and Jane Doe
and a Black Corporation.” The
land involved is situated mnear
Manteca, Watson stated.

The district attorney said that
the first two suits will be brought
into Superior Court on August 9
and 11 on orders to show cause
why the land named in the suits

should not escheat back to the
state. The Hirata action would

time, he intimated.
All the suits are directed at

fprobably also be set about that

4 escheating processes to turn all

| alien Japanese-owned land back to
the state. The cctions are the re-
sult of a request by State Attor-
ney General Robert W. Kenny for
district attorneys throughout Cali-
| fornia to conduct their own in-
| vestigations and file individual
suits.
‘As in the first suits, the Hirata
| complaint alleges that the land in
| question is and has been bene-

0| ficially in the name of Hirata, al-

| though ownership is in the name
of citizens or citizen Japanese.
Like the others, the Hirata com-
plaint is also seven pages long.

Named in the other filings were
Terumitsu Akita (east of Stock-
ton) and Kiyoshi Watanabe
(French Camp).

Watson also speculated on the
.probable nation-wide interest in

W_BA Urge{ iy o f o e
Lﬁy il Japs to Homes

|the Superior Court action. He

anese now interned would prob-
lably send representatives to hear
the actions.

WASHINGTON, May 25. — Jap-
anese-American evacuees from the
West Coast should be permitted to

jreturn to their former homes as

soon as the military situation war-
accopding to Dillon S. Myer,

Japanese-Aniericans now living in
segregation centers are not only
“safe” from the standpoint of in-
ternal security, but are loyal to the
United States and want to continue
living here after the war, he said.
Disorders last year at Tule Lake,
Myer said, could be attributed
gely to about 2000 young Japanese
o were born in the United States,
rew up in Japan and then returned
o this country, some of them as
te as 1940. This particular group,
ough legally American -citizens,
re more Japanese than American,
e said.
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Tl Jap Shot By
East Plots to Return | |~ ) tD - y
Japs to West, Coast | Sentry Dies

head of the Western Defense
Command, has announced that léyear ald “Pule. Lake Relosation
/Center internee who was shot

the West Coast is no longer in
. ot
danger of Japanese Invasio Yeilkiae) oy dn: Xrm Segtry
when he refused to show his Bass

“There is now no reason why
all the'evacuated Japanese can- ]

at the camp gate, died early today
in the center hospital.

not be moved back there.”
The sharpness of the division
between the West Coast and other The War Relocation Authority
parts of the country on the futuré |lannounced his death. came de-
location of the Japanese was il- |Ispite four blood transfusions and
lustrated today by statements off lan emergency operation per-
formed by camp doctors.
At the same time Dillon 8.

two congressmen, each declaring
he spoke the sentiment of the
Myer, national WRA director, dis-
,|closed that about 100 Tule Lake

Sggcial !:) The Call Bulletin
WASHINGTON, May 25.—East-
ern and Midwestern congressmen
are organizing to demand the im-
mediate return of the country’s
Japanese population to the. Pa-
cific Coast, it was plainly indi-
cated here today. :

The move was in sharp opposi-
tion to the stand of ‘West Coast
representatives in Congress, who
insist the whole United States
‘Imust henceforth share responsi-
‘|bility for the Japanese, and that
)| california, Oregon and Washing-
-lton refuse to carry the burdt_en
alone.

section he represents.
“We insist that the West
Coast take back all of its Japa-

In a movement started by the
Colorado State Chamber of Com-
merce, congressmen from the
| Western interior states are pre-
paring a demand that the West
Coast military bawn on Japanese
be lifted at once so that the in-
terior states can rid themselves

nese at the earliest possible
time,” said Representative Wil-
liam S. Hill, Colorado Republi-
can. '

“We shall not do/it,” said

pard, California Democrat.

‘lof their new Japanese popula-
‘| tions.

It was revealed today that 30
congressmen from interior West-
|ern states met quietly Monday

Kiem, executive head of the Colo-

rado chamber:
neral Emmons,

““Major Ge

night and were told by Donald®

@ Pl
WASHINGTON, May 25.

anese-American evacuees f
West Coast should be pern
return to their former hi
soon as the military situati
rants. accopding to Dillon |

j elocal

4 City, Cal, was sald to have ar-

-

i

|involved in the camp’s riots last
Representative Harry R. Shep- ;S}

¢/shooting, which, eye witnessesd States,
f|said, came after Okomoto “pe-Teturned

J|internees will be sent to the
| Leupp, Ariz., center when it is re-
opened this month “to accommo-
date a.small. number of recal-
citrant exacuees” who had been

1l

November.

In testimony given the House ;
appropriations committe, MeyerVing in
said: -0t only

“It is expected to be operated ;1 ‘gg {g;
?:ra“part of the Tule Lake cen- Gontinue

; ® e said.
Meantime Army and War Re-{le Lake,
Il ocation Authority officialsttributed

opened investigations of ‘theJapanese

came belligerent” when the sen-them as
try asked for his pass. ar group,

Okomot i . citizens,
0r-4 i o G'alde“nmerxcan,

rived at the camp gate in a truck
from the center farm,
“The sentry asked for his

| Dbass, but Okomoto refused to

show his,” the eyewitness said.
“The sentry told him to-get
off 'the truck. He - did, -but
showed 2 disposition to fight.”
What .words passed between
the soldier and the internee were

[ not disclosed, but the ‘eyewitness

said he saw the sentry:lift his
gun and fire, sending a bulle
through Okomoto’s body. 1
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» ited Pres Japanese-Aniericans now llvmg in
F aces Trlal ByVI{/'TXtSC»dH};I\;(;TON, May 25. — Jap-|segregation centers are Sy fori‘rlff
janese-American evacuees from the|“safe” from the stan'dplom1 (t)o the
West Coast should be permitted to|ternal security, but are ?ga bitne
return to their former homes as|United States and want. hCO o
Isoon as the military situation war- living here after the war G ei sLal:Ie
rants, actopding to Dillon S. Myer, LERmORCs. Tk YEAT 'utte'buted’
director of the War Relocation Au- Myer said, could be attri e
thority. L W o davere

He made the statement in re-. who were born in the United Sta e%,
cent testimony before a House ap- |grew up in Japan and then returne
propriations subcommittee. Trans- to this country, some of t.hen} as
cripts of the hearing were made [j.ie a5 19040, This particular group,
public today. though legally American citizens,
. i : Mr. Myer revealed that about 500 are more Japanese than American,
martial would thoroughly investigate people of Japanese ancestry already |pe said.
the incident. The secretary added, have been permitted to return to
according to United Press that as far their West Coast homes. Most of
as he has been able to ascertain, the these have been Japanese wives of ;
attack on Mr, Okomoto was com-~ Caucasian citizens and their children
bletely unwarranted and without he said, pointing out that they usual-
provocation, ly are American citizens “both by

He had been given medical and birth and parentage.” ’
surgical treatment by Dr. Ash Most of the 70,000 Japanese and
Hashiba, evacuee surgeon at the
center, assisted by Dr. Jack Sleath
of the project medical staff,

Four blood transfusions had
been given while about 50 men
stood ready at the hospital
throughout the night to give blood
as Mr. Okomoto fought futilely for
his life,

The fatal bullet had entered his
right side ang completely pene-
trated his body.

He regained consciousness after
the operation but was suffering from
shock and loss of blood. He was
able to see ‘his mother and his
brothers before he died.

Immediately following the shoot-
ing a board of investigation was
hamed by Lieut. Col. Verne Austin,
commanding officer of the military,
detachment at the project.

Secretary Ickes said that, accord-
ing to his information, the following
happened:

A truck was driven up to the main
entrance of Tule Lake by Mr. Oko-

Wounded by a bullet from the
gun of a military police sentry at
the old main gate at Tule Lake
segregation center yesterday after-|
noon, Shioshi J. Okomoto, 30, Amer- |
ican citizen of Japanese ancestry,
died at the project hospital early to-
day.

Circumstances in connection with
the shooting prompfed Secy. of In- |
terior Ickes to announce from Wash- |
ington today that an Army court

g "

center. The sentry ordered him to
get . off the truck and to come
omoto approached,

“T}l%;w is no knowledge as yet of
any reatening , gesture on the
¥l of Okomoto,” ‘Secrefary Ickes
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| :’I)xsulk.ucvv Adams, assistant diree- Myer urges evacuated Japs

tor at Manzanar, will speak tonight
t 8 o’clock in the Pasaderia Publi b t dt th
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Restdration of Nisej
| Ciyil Rights Urged

A resolution urging restoration

|
’of full civil rights to American
!ciu’zens of ap#

se ancestry was |
adopted, T by the Los An-
geles chfptér of the American
Assn. of Social Workers, according
to Ellen T, Marshall, chairman.

AP CENTERS TO

BE TOPIC 2(¥

Mrs. Maynard Force Thayer,
chairman of the Pasadena chap-
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(Manzanqr éfficial

Specks Here Tonight AG A Mows T/ icpyy
RIS a8y onig Myer urges evacuated Japs

be returned to coast homes

Mrs? Tucy Adams, assistant diree-

' tor at Manzanar, will speak tonight
at 8 o’clock in the Pasaderia Public

{ Library lecture hall on the subject,
| “Must Relocation Centers be Per-
| manent?” The meeting is sponsored
| by the Pasadena Chapter of the|

WASHINGTON, May 25.—(U.P.)—Japane_se - American
evacuees from the west coast should be permitted to return |
to their former homes as soon as the military situation |

[ Pacific Coast Committee on Amer- |
| ican Principles and Fair Play. "

The nominating committee will|
| report on candidates for the execu- |
| tive board. Members of the com-|
|mittee are Mrs. Stephen Cutter ’
| Clark, Mrs. George Forster and Mrs. !
| Willard Stone. :

The ecommittee’s new executive|
| secretary for the Los Angeles area, |
| Mrs, Joseph Kaplan, will be intro- |
duced.

Restdration of Nisei
' Ciyil Rights Urged

A resolution urging restoration
{of full civil rights to American
{citizens of apa?lse ancestry was
adopted, T ag> by the Los An-
geles chptér of the American
lAssn. of Social Workers, according
to Ellen T, Marshall, chairman.

4

{AP CENTERS TO

BE TOPIC 2(¥

Mrs. Maynard Force Thayer,
chairman of the Pasadena chap-
ter of the Pacific Coastc QOm-
mittee on American Principles
and Fair Play, announced toqay
that Mrs. Lucy Adams, assist-
ant director at the Mal}zanar
War Relocation Center, will :'ad-
dress an open public meeting
tonight at 8 p. m. in the lectm:e
room of the Pasadena Public

ibrary. .
& R[rsry Adams will discuss “Will
Relocation Centers be Perma-
nent?” She then explains the
implications to democracy qf
permanently segregated Ameri-
can citizens in isolated E:enters
purely on the basis of thel.r race.

Mrs. Adams, long active In
government service, was_fornr_l-
erly director of the California

Association for Adult Educa-
tion and former supervisor of
worker education for the State

f California. :

! During her service w_lth the

War Relocation Authority she

was first attached to the San

Francisco office of the WRA

in charge of education and

planned the education program
for all the relocation centers.
Mrs. Thayer, as chairrpan of
the Pasadena chapter, w11} pre-
side at the meeting which is
open to all interested persons.

He made the statement in re-
cent testimony before a house ap-
propriations subcommittee. Tran-
scripts  of the hearing were made
public today.

Myer revealed that about 500
people of Japanese ancestry al-
|ready have been permitted to re-
(turn to their west coast homes.
Most of these people have been
Japanese wives of Caucasian citi-
zens and their children, he said,
pointing out that they usually
are American citizens “both by
birth and parentage.”

Myer revealed that of the nearly
22,000 Japanese and Japanese-l
Americans who have moved from;
segregation centers, about 20,000
are working—most of them on
western farms. For the most part,’
he said, their records have been |
highly satisfactory and their em-
| ployers have been well pleased.

The “big” problem is relocating |
those “town and business people
and former employers and mer-
chants,” he said, Many are being
trained in fields in which there
are shortages such as domestics,
clerical help and nursing, he said.

Most of the 70,000 Japanese and
Japanese-Americans now living in
Segregation centers are not only
“safe” from the standpoint of in-
ternal security, but are loyal to
the United States and want to
continue living here after the war,
Myer said.

He added that many of those |
living at Tule Lake—the center |
for “disloyal” Jap aliens or Amer-
ican citizens of Jap descent—are |
not necessarily anti-American but |
simply feel they cannot “make s
80 of it” here because they have
cultural or sentimental interests
in Japan.

Disorders last year at Tule
Lake, Myer said, could be at-
tributed largely to about 2000
| young Japs who were born in the
| United States, grew up in Japan
| and then returned to. this country,
| some of them as late as 1940.
This particular group, though
legally = American citizens, are
more Japanese than American, he
| said.
| - Myer said he was not certain
why these young people returned
to this country after having prac-
tically grown up in Japan, but
that he believed it was to avoid
service in the Jap army,

He said the attitude of Ameri-
cans toward the evacuees depends
upon ' the amount of agitation
which has been prevalent in their
locality. On the whole, he added,
the atfitude is much better than
it was a year or two ago, chiefly

because “the nation generally
knows more about the problem.”
The midwest and mountain
states—areas which have received
most of the evacuees—have done
a “pretty good job” in accepting
them, Mpyer said, adding that
comparatively little relocation
work has Been carried on in the
Atlantic seaboard states  because
many east coast residents “do not
understand the problem as yet.”
Myer said the 10,000 Japanese-
Americans serving in the United
States army are compiling ex-
cellent records and some of their
work has even been “outstanding.”
Because of the general feeling
against their being assimilated
into the army these soldiers suffer
disadvantages “to some extent,” he
said, but there have been very few
draft delinquents among thcse
eligible to enter military service.
He said that “a good many” of
these soldiers would like to go to
the Pacific theater to fight but
that the war department has
taken the position that for the
| time being at least they should not
| be used for general duty in that
area. :

warrants, according to Dillon S. Myer, dir
relocation authority. y—

ector of the war |
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Miss Ellen T. Marshall, chair-

_lanengss ohh yorseru Ly PYRRIeRs man of the Los Angeles county
| JBNPNGES Il I8 5 " !ichapter of the American Associ- jURY NAMES
! f ation of Social - Workers, an- B

! auo aoeld ;’ Pl nounced recéntly that the asso- :

¥i e Y U » ciation has passed a resolution 7

Ssau!snﬂ a"l.l- P concerning the return of Japa- ! i

A nese _Americans to the Patific | }
” SJ < coast.

The resolution was introduced

by Harry Henderson and sec- IAP KI |J P
= onded by Dr. George Mangold
yio 04 ‘udjly D WEHIIM of USC, during a recent meeting ‘

| ur uadey dnoi2 e jo 2uo sem of the organization.
5 a'n'lpld Syl °(;|.|S!.l aaddn) Th(: resoluftion asked tthat t}ée
L % I secretary of war restore to
soingyy 910N ‘gl AEW IV American citizens of Japanese
ancestry full civil rights under
the Constitution of the United
States at the earliest - possible
date.




Ténsion Rises
At Tulelake
As Jap Dies

Government authorifies took
lextra precautions late Iast night}
(lto avoid trouble at the Tulelake
|Relocation Center for disloy

| Japanese, following a day
tension and minor rebellion.
Three developments aroused th
concern of War Relocation A
thority officials who operate the big|
||segregation center: &
Shiochi James Okomoto, 30 a res-
lident of the camp, died during the

army sentry. i)
Nine Japanese, accused of intimi-
dating two families because theyg

Japanese language classes were

vestigation.
Some Japanese drivers refused

guarded gates, as a protest against
Okomoto’s death, WRA said.
Okomoto died at the camp hospi-
tal after receiving four blood trans-
\|fusions, and undergoing emergency
operations by both Japanese and
American surgeons.

Not long after the man’s death

E was announced, several of the Jap-
anese truck drivers who have regu-

{lar runs around the huge reserva-
o,tion refused to drive through the
gates. Project Director Ray R. Best
_.laflemphasized, however, that there was
ino general strike, and said he ex-

ll {pected the men to return to their
duties, {

lss The disturbance involving the

‘ ® school age children came later in

i -’jlthe day when the nine Japanese|

jaway from their residence block.

{The two families, they declared, had
Jrefused to send their children to the
| Japanese language school, and en-
iirolled them instead in the official

o a'"! Center schools,

$218 Ordering the nine men into isola-
YItion, Best said:

{ “We will not tolerate any inter-

{ference with the rights of resident

Continued on Page 2, Col. 5

H ,|demanded that two families move

day of bullet wounds inflicted by ang

would not send their children tog

placed in isolation pending an in-f

{drive their trucks past the sentry-
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“Club asks for, /

American Japanese

full civil rights

Miss Ellen T. Marshall, chair-
man of the Los Angeles county
f chgpter of the American Associ-
! ation of Social Workers, an-
nounced recently that the asso-

, ciation has passed a resolution

concerning the return of Japa-
nese Americans to the Patific
coast.

The resolution was introduced
by Harry Henderson and sec-
onded by Dr. George Mangold
of USC, during a recent meeting
of the organization.

The resolution asked that the
secretary of war restore to
American citizens of Japanese
ancestry full civil rights under
the Constitution of the United
gtz:tes at the earliest - possible

ate.
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' WRA Apolds .+
As Unrest in
Camp Rises

The big Tule Lake segrega§
(tion camp for disloyal Jap

was thrown into a state o

(sullen unrest yesterday afte:

|a Japanese-American died o
|a rifle bullet wound inflictecs
by an Army sentry. 22
It was the same sort of opejk
antagonism that preceded 1asCo
November’s riot, and manifeste;2°

oW

itself in a refusal by part of th®?;

ntai

jJaps to work or go through thy g

ate where Shoichi James Okci%

|moto, 30, was shot yesterday. 2

NINE PUT- IN ISOLATION. _S_j
Japanese nationalism flame?(taii
EIL

again, Nine men were arreste, 10
;apd_ placed in isolation, accuse—=3|:
}ff intimidating several familieri};’gg ;
l:alg had refused to send theiQq/
children to th oot | |
school. . qap languag.‘io;?'
Okomoto died despite fouﬁyog/'

b}ood trgnsfusions and an operzﬁf"
tion performed by Caucasian anq' ./t
Japanese doctors. \5

REFUSE TO WORK,

i The War Relocation Authorit,\s ;
|| (WRA) here said that Jap driver¢|:!
||of trucks to farms, coal loadiniZ|<)
| and other work “refused to taldl 5
[| out tihe}ilr trucks" when won:((;ur.\)!
|{spread through the colon o1
{|death, ...” i thg et
'j “.“.“ar Relocation Authority:

' officials did not interpret the

(Contin IW
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parentscotxt;grsl:;a"%%&r children toﬁ

any school available here, Attend-
a}jcg_y_‘i‘n_,ihe Japanese language

Tschools, which are operated by resi-

dents at their own expense, is not
compulsory.”

In connection with Okomoto’s
death, Best addresser:‘;,all camp resi-
dents at their mess halls last night,

“l regret very much that one of
the residents of the center was
shot,” he told the inmates, “Every-
thing was done by the medical
staff , . . to save his life and a
great many people stood ready to

New Ten

jan investigation . , , and proper

o8| -u¥ peppe @NPIUNWIW0d

i

< A~

1]

steps will be taken . ..

In this connection is was an-
nounced at the Army Ninth Service
Command at Fort Douglas, Utah,
that Lieutenant Colonel Verne Aus-
tin, commanding troops outside the
center, had appointed a group of
officers to act as a military board.

An eyewitness account of the epi-
sode, given by an unnamed civilian
employe and released by the WRA,
said Okomoto had driven a truck
up to the main gate of the center
when he became involved in an ar-
gument with the guard.

give their blood. There has beén

The military police guard, said

oyoRg oy} | l

SATATSTATIINNS

sion at

:
|
|

" Over
IRER 7 L,
Tulelake ]

the witness, warned Okomoto not™—
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to get off the truck, but the Japa—LRp P e . A
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The guard was quoted by the wit-"

any closer, you bastard,” and with;

that, the witness continued, therLs

ently to hit the Japanese on th
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ness as having said: “Don’t come j NMOG
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head. The witness said the Japa-w s

nese moved and the guard backed‘%j‘,ﬂl’iﬂ_y %’m};_fgln
o o JYId
The name of the guard was not:od o 3 dIdNT s,

up about three feet and shot,

released, either in Tulelake or inViH0d IS3m X

Washington.
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Myer Urges
Early Return

Of Evacuees

Japanese . American  evacuees
|should be “permitféd \t9 return to
|their West Coast home as soon as
lthe military situation makes such
moves advisable, Dillon S. Meyer,
director of the War Relocation Au-
thority said yesterday.

Meyer, testifying before' a House!
|appropriations committee on his
‘agency"s budget, made his recom-
‘mcndation after outlining WRA’s
work for the year.

He said some 500 persons of
Japanese ancestry have already
been permitted to return to their
West Coast homes. Most of thfm,
he explained, were Japanese WIVes;
of Caucasian citizens, and their-
children, the majority of whom are
American citizens “by birth and!
parentage.” |

Myer said he knew of no sabotage
or espionage by West Coast Jap-
anese since Pearl Harbor and said
he had found no evidence to indi-
cate that Japanese had been placed
deliberately near strategic military
establishments on the West Coast
by the Japanese government prior
to Pearl Harbor.

The attitude of Americans toward
the Japanese, he went on, depends
upon the amount of agitation which
has been prevalent in their locality.
On the whole, he said, the attitude
today is much better than it was a
year ago, because “the Nation gen-
erally knows more about the prob-
lem.” He also commented on the
excellent records made by the 19,000
Japanese serving with the American
army and disclosed many have

asked for service in the Pycif'o
|

theater.
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jman of the Los Angeles county

¢ chapter of the American Asso
' ation of Social - Workers,

ci-

an-

nounced recently that the asso-

ciation has passed a resoluti

on

eoncerning the return of Japa-
nese Americans to the PaciTic

coast.

The resolution was introduced
by Harry Henderson and sec-

of USC, during a recent meeti
of the organization.
secretary of

war restore

date.

onded by Dr. George Mangold

ng

The resolution asked that the

to

American citizens of Japanese
ancestry full civil rights under
the Constitution of the United
States at the earliest - possible
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Coronér’s Panel
Rendefs Verdict:
Army Inquiry On

By United Press
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TULE LAKE, May 26—A Modoc
County coroner’s jury today ruled
that Shiochi James Okomoto, 30,
American-born Japanese, was shot

and killed “at the hands of a mili-
tary sentry unknown,
duty,” at the Tule Lake segregation
center,

A military board of inquiiry con-
tinued its investigation inte the
shooting, which a spokesman for
the Japanese Government today
termed “outrageous.”

Dist. Atty. Lederer said testimony
at the coroner’s inquest, although
contradictory as to detail, indicated
the sentry shot Okomoto in the be-
lief the Japanese was about to at-
tack him iujitsu style.

Mr. Lederer said testimony, pre-
sented by 17 eye-witness Japanese
infernees and one Caucasian,
sketched this picture of the shooting:

“Okomoto was driving a lumber
truck. He stopped at the gate, and
the soldier demanded to see his
blue identification pass. The Japa-
nese made sarcastic remarks,
When he returned, the soldier
again asked to see his pass. Again
the Japanese was sarcastic.

“There is no evidence 'of what
Okomoto said. But at that moment
another truck drove up to the gate.

The soldier motioned Okomoto
bgckward. Okomoto merely lit his
pipe. The sentry pushed him back
with his gun. Okomoto raised’ his
arm, as one would in jiujitsu,

“The sentry stepped back two
paces ani fired.”

Members of the military board
of inquiry met continuously from
4:30 p. m. to 1 a. m. then at-
tended the coroner’s inquest.

Army spokesmen reported all truck
drivers at the camp have returned to
work. War Relocation Authority se-
curity guards have been stationed
with the military sentries at gates
where Japanese workers must pass.

The WRA reported that nine Jap-
anese had been confined in the cen-
ter’s isolation area on charges of
intimidating several families who
refused to send their children to a
Japanese-language school in the|
camp. |

The men were named as George
Ukekawa, Tom Tamatsu Ariza, Taka-
hashi Tanimoto, Bob Kiyoshi Miti-
moto, Tokyo Abe, Yutaka Shimo-
hara, Koichi Marumoto, K. Mishino
and Kikuchi Y. Obaki. 4
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Tension Rises
At Tulelake
As Jap Dies

Government authorifies took
extra precautions late last night}

Relocation Center for disloya
Japanesew fn”g;n:_ 2

Myer Urges

Early Return

Of Evacyees
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to avoid trouble at the Tulelake"

2<| Myer ‘also said some of the
1t/| evacues who have been segre-
1,|gated at Tule Lake, Cal, are
4;1 | extremely pro-Japan.

y 500 Return to Coast
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MygrSays 300
| w._fogck
‘on Pacific Coast

BY WARREN B. FRANCIS
Times Staff Correspondent
WASHINGTON, May " 25. —|
l€| Japanese evacues should he |
|| permitted to return to the Pa-
In| cific Coast “as soon as the mili-
tary necessity is over,” War Re-
location Director Dillon S. Myer
told the House Appropriations
Committee. .

Secret testimony about the re-
location program made public
today by the House group in-
cluded an admission by Myer
that a small number of Kibei

(Japangse-Americans who went
§1o Nippon 1or eaucation and
| came back to the United States)
have been a “major problem.”

OO O g On

Hih, O N M Fh A A

(@ le]

Myer estimated that 500
evacues already have returned
to the Pacific Coast with Army
consent. He said he would rec-
ommend that the 10 government
camps for persons of Japanese
ancestry be closed whenever the
war situation permits. Explain-| ¢
ing that it will take about a year
to redistribute all the persons
now in W.R.A. centers, he said |
it was his opinion that Califor-
nia, Washington and Oregon
will take back the evacues when-
ever they are turned loose. S

Myer’s testimony disclosed |~
that the W.R.A. will close its
Jerome (Ark.) center by July 1;
that there have been no changes
in policy since the agency was
placed under the supervision of.(
Interior Secretary Ickes; that|
the 1943 riots at Tule Lake|
have resulted in the strictest|c
| discipline and closer control, and
the removal of disloyal or
troublesome :evacues to - the
Northern California ‘camp will
be completed this month.

Centers Hold 88,490

Population of the 10 existing
centers was 88,490 on April 15.
In addition to 2400 persons on
“seasonal leave,” 21,740 of the’
former Pacific Coast residents
have been granted freedom to
establish new homes in other
sections of the country.

Myer conceded the W.R.A. has
encountered some difficulty in
helping the Japs to settle in oth-
er areas. He remarked there
have been “problems of commu-
nity acceptance, as fjs indicated

Turn to Page ¥, Column 4|
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Ténsion Rises
At Tulelake
As Jap Dies

Government authorifies took

extra precautions Jate Iast night}

{Ito avoid trouble at the quelal‘

Relocation Center for disloy
Nagi-1

Japanese,, follo

Early Return
Of Evacuyees
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Continued from First Page
from time to time infthe press,”
but commented, $Wfith the relo-
cation of ovér 30,000 people, I
do not believe we have had over
a dozen instances where reloca-
tion -has caused any particular
stir.”
Tule Lake Disorders
Questioned about the mTule
Lake disorders last fall and sub-
sequent operating policies, the
WiR.A. head admitted a few sol-
diers still ‘are on duty inside
the Northern California segre-
gation center. These will be
removed in the “very near fu-
ft ture,” he added.
1,| Japan is not anxious to ex- |
~plichange “evacues for American |
1, | war prisoners, the House group
; learned. While the Tojo gov-
ernment has asked for a few|
persons of Nipponese ancestry‘f
‘ |évacues desiring to return to
/'Y | Japan are not on the lists. The |
§ 2" | Japanese government desires to|
f0lget back young people with |
'|American college training, sub |
5 Jects with considerable money,
1"land those who can “make some |
contribution” to Japan, Myer ex-
& plained.

1 ¢ Slight Watch Kept

No close check is kept on the
movements of evacues released
's|from the camps, the W.R.A.
|chief admitted.
Commenting that the principal
-|Objective is to help them find
new homes, he said he cannot
see any reason for trying to
keep in constant touch with
those granted indefinite leave.
-|Only a few evacues—such as
-|the three girls who were found
to have associated with German
+| war.prisoners in Colorado—have,
been returned to the camps, h
.| added.
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‘| Japanese shot by a military sentry

Garden Grove Jap

‘Killing Probed -

A military board of inquiry, aug-
mented by a War Relocation Au-
thority official, today continued in-

tlvestigation of the death of Shiochi

James Okomoto, 30, Garden Grove

at the Tule Lake segregation cen-
ter, as other internees refused to
drive through camp gates past mil-
itary police.

WRA headquarters in San Fran-
cisco denied that the refusal of the
Japanese truck drivers to work
constituted a strike, and reported
no demonstrations by the center’s
18,500 internees.

Ray R. Best, project director, ap-
pointed Assistant Director Harry
|L. Black to serve as a member of
the military board, at the request
of Lt. Col. Erne Austin, command-
(ing troops stationed outside the
center.

Okomoto was fatally wounded by
a sentry when he drove a truck up
to the main gate and became in-
volved in a dispute.

Meanwhile, the WRA reported
that nine Japanese had been con-
fined in the center’s isolation area
on charges of intimidating several
families who refused to send their
children to a Japanese-language
school in the camp.

The men were named as George
Uyekawa, Tom Tamatsu Ariza,
Takahashi Tanimoto, Bob Kiyoshi
Mitimoto, Tokyo Abe, Yutaka
Shimohara, Koichi Marumoto, K.
Mishino and Kikuchi Y, Ubaii./
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{ b Shoa’le”g 20,000 Relocated Japanese |ve Jap
Mhahicitiy Find New Homes in Two Years ed »
Army Continuef” ( ’

Death Inquiry

f inquiry, aug-
Relocation Au-
y continued in-
Lath of Shiochi

While,the War Relocation Centers will not be permanent it will
”require some time to liquidate them, Mrs. Lucy Adams, assistant project
| director at Manzanar revealed in a talk before the Pasadena Chapter of

A military board of inquiry, aug- the Pacific Coast Committee on® Garden. Grove
mented by a War Relocation Au- | Ameriean Principles and Fair Play | nng  Maynard Force * Thayer, nilitary sentry
thority official, today continued hWhtICh met. in the.;Pubhc Library | chajrman of the local chapter, was r:gfetégrslege?;
investigation of the death of Shiochi | iecture room last night. re-elected last night, as were Miss e:xtes gnl
James Okomoto, 30, American-born Extent of community acceptance | Priscilla Beatty, vice-chairman, and g

Japanese shot by a military sentry
at the Tule Lake segregation center,

as other internees refused to drive
through camp gates past military
police.

WRA headquarters here said the
refusal of the Japanese truck drivers
to work did not constitute a strike.
and reported no additional demon-
strations by the center’s 18,500 in-
ternees.

Ray R. Best, project director,
appointed Asst. Director Harry L.
Black to serve as a member of the
~military board, at the request of
Lt. Col. Verne-Austin, command-
ing troops stationed outside the
center. 1

Okomoto was fatally wounded by
a sentry when he drove a truck uj
to the main gate and became in!
volved in a dispute.

The WRA reported that nine Jap)
anese had been confined in the cen!
ter’s isolation area on charges o
intimidating several families wh
refused to send their children to
|Japanese-language school in th
camp.

The men were named as Georg(
Ukekawa, Tom Tamatsu Ariza, Tgka:
hashi Tanimoto, Bob Kiyoshi Miti-
moto, Tokyo Abe, Yutaka Shim
hara, Koichi Marumoto, K. Mishifi
and Kikuchi Y, Obaki,

]

TR T,

N
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of Japanese outside the centers and |William Burton, secretary-treasurer.
‘the willingness of the Japanese|

themselves to go out under present |
‘conditions will determine the future
jof the relocation centers, she said. |
i Older - Japanese are “hanging
back,” afraid to risk their future
i}l this country, but the young per-
jsons are going out of the centers
'rapidly.

Mrs. Adams said 20,000 of the
90,000 relocated Japanese have found
“community acceptance” again in the|
past two years. She said such
organizations as the Fair Play Com-|
mittee has helped the WRA secure!

j this acceptance.
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- v mvan avamyuarvers N San Fran-
‘cisco denied that the refusal of the
Japanese truck drivers to work
constituted a strike, and reported
no demonstrations by the center’s
18,500 internees.

Ray R. Best, project director, ap-
pointed Assistant Director Harry
L. Black to serve as a member of
the military board, at the request
of Lt. Col. Erne Austin, command-
ling troops stationed outside the
center.

Okomoto was fatally wounded by
a sentry when he drove a truck up
to the main gate and became in-
volved in a dispute.

Meanwhile, the WRA reported
that nine Japanese had been con-
fined in the center's isolation area
on charges of intimidating several
families who refused to send their
children to a Japanese-language
school in the camp.

The men were named as George
Uyekawa, Tom Tamatsu Ariza,
Takahashi Tanimoto, Bob Kiyoshi
Mitimoto, Tokyo Abe, Yutaka
Shimohara, Koichi Marumoto, K.
Mishino and Kikuchi Y, Ubaii./
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Sentry Cleared

In Killing of Jap

At Tule Camp
L&

The Tule’zake Relocation Cen-
ter military policeman who shot
Schiochi James Okomoto, 30,
Wednesday morning at the camp
gates did so only after the Jap
internee lunged at him and
grabbed for his gun, Modoe Coun-
ty District Attorney Charles Led-
erer declared today,

Lederer said testimony by
Okomoto’s own fellow Japanese
internees, given at an eight hour!
inquest concluded at 1:30 a. m.
today, revealed the Jap made a
sudden threatening move toward
the policeman, and that it was
only thén that the guard stepped
back and fired the fatal bullet,

SOLDIER IN CUSTODY [

Army authorities did not per-
mit the soldier to testify at the!
inquest, Lederer said, explaining‘
he was in military custody. ‘

But after hearing eyewitness|
accounts from eighteen Japanese,

the coroner’s jury returned g ver-j
dict that Okomoto was killed “by |
a soldier in the United States|
Army. in' the performance of his|
duty.” |
(The Japanese government ’
claimed today that Okomoto had
been shot without provocation,
according to the German radio.

Associated Press dispatches from

London said the broadcast de-

clared Tokyo considered the inci-

dent “extremely serious” and was
“conducting further investiga-
tions.”)

BACK ON JOBS

Meantime, the War Relocation
Authority announced that in-
ternee truck drivers, who had re-
fused to work yesterday, went
back to their jobs today after
WRA guards were posted at the
camp gates along with the Army
sentries.

Lederer’s account of the shoot-
ling, based on the testimony given
in the lengthy inquest, included
the statemen t the Jap had
clashed twice with the soldier,
once on his way out of the camp
and the second time when he
returned,

Lederer pointed out the testi-
mony came from Okomoto’s own|4
fellow Japanese—and that they
agreed Okomoto’s attitude from |
the_ first toward the soldier wa
“sarcastic”.and “belligerent.”
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Nine Tule Japs”
Seized in New
Camp Trouble

TULE LAKE, May#?25, (&)—|
Nine men weére being held to-|
1ight in the isolation area of the|
Fule Lake Segregation - Center
m charges of intimidating sev-

'ral families who refused to send | .
heir: children to Japanese lan- )

yuage -schools in the camp, the |

WVar: Relocation Authority an- |

nounced: tonight,
The W.R.A’s announcement

came shortly after Shiochi-James

Okomoto, 30, a resident of the i

segregation center for Japanese |
regarded as disloyal to United |
States, had died from a bullet

wound inflicted by a military po- !

lice sentry.

Okomoto, a native of Garden |:

Grove, Cal, was shot by the
| sentry yesterday as he drove a

truck to the main gate of the|

segregation cénter. The two had

to,' a witness said. As he ad-
vanced on the sentry he was
shot,

Secretary of the Interior, said
that as far ag he had heen able
to learn, Okomoto was not

fident “the Army will get the

is necessary.” The W.R.A. is

jargued, and then Okomoto :
leaped from the truck, although 1
| the sentry had warned him not

In Washington, Harold Ickes,|:

under Ickes’ jurisdiction.

The W.R.A. said that when
Okomoto’s death became known
some of the Japanese drivers at
the camp refused to take their
trucks on runs past sentry-
guarded gates. It was not a gen-
eral strike, the W.R.A. said.

|
|

|
|
|

g
]
(
¢

armed and made no threatening |
gesture. He said he was con-|

facts and take whatever action |§

|Garden Grove Jup
‘Killing Probed ~-

A military board of inquiry, aug-
mented by a War Relocation Au-
thority official, today continued in-

¢ vestigation of the death of Shiochi

James Okomoto, 30, Garden Grove

‘| Japanese shot by a military sentryl

at the Tule Lake segregation cen-
ter, as other internees refused to
drive through camp gates past mil-
itary police.

WRA headquarters in San Fran-
cisco denied that the refusal of the
Japanese truck drivers to work
constituted a strike, and reported
no demonstrations by the center’s
18,500 internees.

Ray R. Best, project director, ap-
pointed Assistant Director Harry
L. Black to serve as a member of
the military board, at the request
of Lt. Col. Erne Austin, command-
'ing troops stationed outside the
| center.

Okomoto was fatally wounded by
a sentry when he drove a truck up
to the main gate and became in-
volved in a dispute.

Meanwhile, the WRA reported
that nine Japanese had been con-
fined in the center’s isolation area
on charges of intimidating several |
}Iamilies who refused to send their
children to a Japanese-language
school in the camp.

The men were named as George
Uyekawa, Tom Tamatsu Ariza,
Takahashi Tanimoto, Bob Kiyoshi
Mitimoto, Tokyo Abe, Yutaka
Shimohara, Koichi Marumoto, K.
Mishino and Kikuchi Y. Ubalji./
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FUNERAL FOR SLAIN NISEI TO BE PUBLIC /|

By Unifed r“;v;.ef e
| TUEE YAKE, May 27.—A public
1funera1 will be held today or Mon-
day for Shiochi James Okomoto,
American-born Japanese who was
'shot and killed by a military sentry
at the Tule Lake Segregation Center,
Camp Dir. Best announced today.
Time of the services will depend
upon the arrival of a brother from
the Midwest, Mr. Best said, In-
ternees at the center will attend.
No report of the findings of a
military board of inquiry investigat-
ing the shooting was yet forthcom-
ing. A coroner’s jury yesterday held

segregated Japanese last night, was
reported engaged in normal ac-
tivities.

ICKES CRITICIZED
FOR JAP STATEMENT

Secy. of the Interior Ickes was as-
sailed for his statement that Shiochi
Okomoto, Tule Lake internee, ap-
parently was shot and killed without
provocation, in a speech before the
Commonwealth Club yesterday.

The speaker was Seth. Millington
of Gridley, former state legislator,
former president of the Native Sons
of the Golden West, and former

the unidentified sentry fired the4state commander of the American

shot in the line of duty, ending
;dvilian action.

The camp’s population of 18,630
iwelled by the arrival of 90 more

}Legion.

-

Showdown on WRA's
Appeal Boards Sough

| ‘Uz'ge's Post-War Ban
’;' -250n Disloyal Japs

¢

h Millington, past grandg
president of the Native Sons of
ithe Golden West, urged today
ithat only Japanese of proven loy-
alty to the United States be per-
mitted to remain in this country
after the war.
In a Commonwealth Club
speech yesterday at the Palace
Hotel, Millington advocated mass

¥ deportation of disloyal Japs upon
the cessation of hostilities.
He emphasized he felt such a
g plan should not affect loyal Japs,

such as those in the armed forces.
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<an be supplied only by th«

i ‘ort of all Americans.”
: ¥




- /
o e

Urges Post-War Ban
)-2%0n Disloyal Japs

Nf'Showdown on WRA's. |
NT Appeal Boards Soughﬁ Jendent o SR

that only Japanese of proven loy-

alty to the United States be per-

. 1 B ) 2 mitted to remain in this country
I]K”] IN[;I EN'F Congressmanto'Smoke Out' Explanation | _aicer the war.

In a Commonwealth Club
I speech yesterday at the Palace
From ICkeS and D,”on Meyer Hotel, Millington advocated mass
o (~ ; i deportation of disloyal Japs upon
i io” ; ¢ % he cessation of hostilities.

' rts““Extremel By RAY RICHARDS l 0 tles.

AXI; Badl? OBPOft Attitude { San Francisco Examiner Washington Bureau. He emphasized he felt such a
erious IEW; ITu a

WASHINGTON, May 26.—Congressmen from both plan should not affect loyal T:m\
Variance With Jury Findings east and west revealed today that they are preparing to| Isuchas thosein the armed forces.
_— demand from the War Relocation Authority (WRA) a

The killing of a disloyal Jap-|complete explanation of why ‘“appeal boazjds” h.ave been

; anese-American by an Army sen-|get up at the Tule Lake segregation center in California to‘
; try at Tule Lake developed into|turn admittedly disloyal Japanese out of that place. i

o W t
i an international incident yester- The move was characterized as direct bureaucratic ‘ RA Se
: day, the Japanese Government

contravention of a Senate resolution requiring thaf dan-

. Charging the man was shot with-|gerous Japanese evacuees from the west coast zone of mi]'i- ' I (] Ret“rn
: out provocation. tary operations be segregated and confined until the war's
‘ Tokio announced through the end.

German radio that it takes an v l k M Japanese
“extremely serious” view of thel TO ,Smoke Out C es, yer 7_‘ :

incident and will carry on ai oy e o Dillon S. Myef, War Relocation
- further investigation. In what amounts to a letter writing paign

But the Tokio line, obviously|“smoke out” information on WRA operations, the Con- |

3Authority director, was on record

developed for propaganda pur- gressmen said they would address formal communicstions | *|today with the assertion the WRA
poses: atter. it recelved & nswslis Interior Secretary Harold L. Ickes and National WRA  |stands ready to send 70,000 in-
: version of the slaying through|'Y . A< terned Japanese back to the Pa~
' neutral couniries, did not jibe | Director Dillon S. Myer. : 45 Gt 3ol THRITHEG oy
: With the findings of a coroner’s| Of the approximately 18,000 persons at Tule ,.ﬂke,. a Iclnc 0ast—a i
. jury of renchers and farmors ir reported 12.500 are American-born Japanese who, despite TOUSIY evacuated Japs t; lez}tbi
the Tule Lake area. their United States citizenship, have boldly declared them- have been returned to the vita
| : JURY’S FINDINGS. selves Japanese subiects at heart. | western Géfensefzogle; SE—
The jury said the dead man, Among Congressmen who already have sent letters of ‘ceﬁlt%lrl;cﬁtli%l%egor o gt
¢ Shiochi James C_)komfoirl)], 33; ‘:ﬂ; inquiry are Representative Clair Engle, California Demo- bé- started immediately” or 1ift-
“hy i Hirthe ) : _ ; :
:;lzgiﬂb};ri]foilg':;eoperfzm::nce crat; Leroy Johnson, California Republican, and John J. ing of the military ban, Myer said.
: of his duty.” Delaney, New York Democrat. WITHOUT RESTRAINT
: District Attorney Charles Led- . He added that 20,000 Japanese
-erer of Modoc County amplified TO PrObe TUIe Belllgerence are scattered about the country
;}Q:tlfvmgutgg dapfpt]:?‘al;q()en LT;;Z? Other members said they would follow, taking up par- ‘L‘l;xed‘zztxlg nr;s]tt{’ag;g gt_p;%igh WRA
“madﬁ a move as if to grab the|ticular phases of the situation at Tule Lake, which, because == “res

soldier’s rifle.”

: ; Meantime, Wednesday’s fatal
of the belligerence of its Japanese inmates, has hardly
Any investigation demanded

; n ‘shooting of a Tule Lake camp in-|
known a quiet hour since it was designated as a place of 2 ‘ternee by a military policeman
*by Tokio would be handled

i i i : international significance
: ; : er— confinement for anti-Americans. took on interna g
~thr > protectin owWer— : . i Vet RIbhE B
f: Ltcl)uLilf Iéaé? %p?m Andg t}}])e Span-‘ The only substantial explanation advanced by the WRA ; ‘i; Jlfllceeé alx)ta%?)ffsigdoe‘;z & EHe St
sish representative would find it|for the appeals system at Tule Lake is the claim that the

i . . dent “extremely serious,” coupled
shecessary to reply that the mei-|jotter of the Constitution forbids such confinement of With the tlatr the Thtertis e
dent is none of Tokio's business 23 N oot has i et Kesn Wl “withouunt Sheodte il
#since Okomoto was an American‘Am61 1can citizens, althOUgh q

:citizen born in California. tested in the courts. CLEARE",D Bﬁ Jp:}!f e
Lederer said the case is closed | It is added in official statements that 'the Japanese- The ’f‘oks& aGeg*?n:;ll it |
;b0 far as civil authorities are|Americans have given no physical demonstrations of loyalty broadcast Py' i i
fconcerned, but an' Army board of Ito Japan bgoéglg.ygafjgi‘y afourold }, Soupiy
sinvestigati tinued its_in- : Lt cor . ~ fou
im\‘ef,thcfittlrca))rvlrla\Croia]ftornoon [[OKOHIOtD; e taKe-muernee, ap- Japanese, Schiochi James Oko-
Tgu{l} _5;‘: St - . {|parently was shot and killed _\V%Lhout 0 ik, 307 Was shobly & sl Menii
*RETURN TO JOBS. ' |provocation, in a speech before the i nerthrmnnnins G RAE Lo
: Japanese workers who struck | |commonwealth Club yesterday. T gmb%
!Thursday following the shooting \| The speaker was Seth l\;llilllﬁiﬁg? s
:late Wednesday had returned to /-|of Gridley, former state leg :

for the sentry’s gun.
former president of the Native Sons -

- *

stheir jobs yesterday, and .camp

R : 3 ; dilof the Golden West, and for_mer < 7 A A
=pfficials said the feeling of ten-‘e state commander of the American, )

sion had disappeared from the glLegion. S/

gbig camp. f } T e

*! Nevertheless Camp Directorf!

¢Ray R. Best assigned radio pa- & e

:trol cars of War Relocation Au-
Ethori(y (WRA) internal security,
spolice to patrol the perimeter |
<areas where internees were work-‘
sang,
WRA police also were assigned
ito each of the four geces where
d,- to
zaiC the sentries witen passing in-

sArmy sentries are statio |
£ SR =TS )

sterned workmen in and out,
*PUBLIC FUNERAL,

' Best announced that a public
sfuneral will be heid for Okomoto
keither teday or Monday, depend-
=ing upon the time of arrival of a
£brother from the Midwest, It wes
*predicted that 2,500 internees will |
wattend, |
= The coroner’s jury completed |
:1ts work at 1:30 a. m, yesterdayl

safter listening to seventeen Jan
=Witnesses .and Roy Campbell,
“WRA foreman, who was the oniy
i Caucasian witness,

lerer said the jury received |
ighteen different s'g-i g2
Sifting these stories, he  eon-
ttinued, it appeared that Olomoto
iand the unnamed sentry first
had words when Okomoto drove

»outbound through the gate to
:pick up a load of lumber.
:ORDERED FROM TRUCK,

When Okomoto returned to the
gate, inbound with the lumber,
~he again exchanged angry words
With the sentry over the latter’s
demand to see his pbass, said the
“district attorney. Witnesses de-
clared that Okomoto was ‘“sar-|
sLar .n.?

Teg

|

“The seniry ordered
from the truck,” Lederer
“But Okomoto re‘uced. Then
the guard ordered him again
and the driver left the vehicle,

“The guard then ordered him
to the rear of the truck, where
a WRA car was parked, and

“ again Okomoto refused.”

The soldier was holding his
rifle at the port arms position
across his chest when Okomoto |
made a sudden move ‘as though |
‘to grab the rifle, said the district
cattorney, Tt was at that point

that the sentry took two steps
*back and fireqd. g

him |
said,




Uz‘ggs Post-War Ban
)2%0n Disloyal Japs

1‘1 Millington, past grang
president of the Native Sons of
ithe ‘Golden West, urged today
ithat only Japanese of proven loy.-
Jltt\t tn{ Ehe United States be per-
mitted to remain i 'y
i bl n in this country
In a Commonwealth Club
speech yesterday at the Palace
I:Iotel, Millington advocated ma%%
_aeportation of disloyal Japs upolﬁ
the cessation of hostilities. i
He emphasized he felt such a
plan should not affect loyal Japs
such as those in the armed fm‘cp:s.
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Jury Clear

The unidgntiffed solgier who fa-
ally wou SHiochi James Oko-
noto, 30, California-born Japanese,
.t the Tulelake segregation center
or disloyal Japanese, acted “in line
f duty” a Coroner’s Jury reported
yesterday.

The verdict from six men and two
women came after testimony from
18 witnesses, including 17 internees
and one War Relocation Authority
foreman, from which it appeared
that Okomoto had refused to show
proper passes at the gate, and was
shot “after he suddenly made a move
as if to grab the soldier’s rifle.”

Report of the verdict and testi-
mony came from District Attorney
Charles Lederer of Modoc county,
who said his office no longer was
interesting itself in the case.

ARMY INQUIRY
Anr Army hboard of investigation
was inquiring into the case in the
wake of the Coroner’s investigation.
At the segregation camp, War Re-

Suouoionb Buimorioy oul

7 A A

location authorities held nine men American Legion, in a talk on

in the isolation area of the camp
on charges of threatening several
resident families who had refused
to send their children to Japanese
language schools. Both American
and Japanese schools operate there.

Internal security guards were
posted at all camp gates to facilitate
passage by internees, local War Re-
location Authority officials reported,
and radio patrol cars were assigned
to canvass the camp.

Secretary of Interior Ickes, who
announced at Washington yester-
day that apparently the soldier’s
shooting of Okomoto was unwar-
ranted and without provocation by
the ' victim, was scored in a Com-
monwealth Club address here yes-
terday.

“Tekes says the boy shot the Jap
without a reason,” declared Seth
Millington, former past president of
the Native Sons of the Golden West

s Guard in Tulelake K

“The
Japanese Problem! in California.”

«Ickes is the only one who knows
everything. I don’t belive Ickes ever
served in the Army in any form. If
he had, he wuql_d know that a sentry
is subject fo)courts-martial if he
fails to shobl ‘when a challenged
person refuses; to halt.”

ASSAILS MYER

Millington  also scored Dillon
Myer, head of the WRA, for as-
serted unawareness of Japan racial
characteristics, but praised Sergeant
Ben Kuroki, Japanese - American
Army Airforce hero, “who has dem-
onstrated his loyalty and can live
next door to us of the Native Sons
and American Legion the rest of his
life.”

He asserted that “California has
never had the sympathy of her
central Government in Oriental

problems,” and declared that the

and past State commander of the

Camp Dir. Best announced today.
Time of the services will depénd
upon the arrival of a brother from
the Midwest, Mr. Best said. In-
ternees at the center will attend.
No report of the findings of a
pmlltary board of inquiry investigat-
ing the shooting was yet forthcom-
ing. A coroner’s jury yesterday held

the unidentified sentry fired the‘j

shot in the line of duty, ending
rvilian action.

The camp’s population of 18,630
iwelled by the arrival of 90 more

sailed for his statement that Shiochi
Okomoto, Tule Lake internee, ap-
parently was shot and killed without
provocation, in a speech before the
Commonwealth Club yesterday.

The speaker was Seth. Millington
of Gridley, former state legislator,
former president of the Native Sons
of the Golden West, and former
stat_e commander of the American
}Legxon.

Y UTTUNG asiver Ul AUALD Wad ad™ |

attitude of the organizations he rep-

}i WRA Set

illin

resented against return of Japanes
to California unless their loyalty hay
been completely demonstrated we4

not because of race or color, “bitf
pecause they act like Japs.”

To Return

l'f;)pleq

|

Millingten also said that if therd Y»C
had been 1 per cent loyalty among
Japanese residents at Pear] Harbor,

the

attack would not have been

possible, but that not a word of the
precisely-planned raid had been

nese.

said,

any

divulged by so-called “loyal” Japas«

ranch as soon as they got
California, he explained:
“In case anyone thinks I am 2
disgruntled Republican, I had been
a Democrat for a long time before

so-called New Dealers_ibey
Democrats.”

|

When excoriating the attitude of
Interior Secretary Ickes, who, ha

employed Japanese on his
out of

\

\
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Urges Post-War Ban
“On Disloyal Jap;

Millington, past grang
dent of the Native Sons of

THE KILLINFIShowdown on WRA's.
HEVE BPS INTU : ppea oards ougniJ that only Japanese of proven oy«

/ |
PRy,
Y

r

Seth

P
the

alty to the United States be per-
mitted to remain in this country
lafter the war.

In a Commonwealth Club
speech yesterday at the Palace
Hotel, Millington advocated mass
deportation of disloyal Japs upon
the cessation of hostilities.

He emphasized he felt such a
plan should not affect loyal Japs,
stuch as those in the armed forces.
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FUNERAL FOR SLAIN N

By 7_'/11:;';' vv[,-r_;,a‘
| TULE YAKE, May 27.—A public
ifuneral will be held today or Mon-
day for Shiochi James Okomoto,
American-born Japanese who was
shot and killed by a military sentry
at the Tule Lake Segregation Center,
Camp Dir. Best announced today.
Time of the services will depend
upon the arrival of a brother from
the Midwest, Mr. Best said. In-
ternees at the center will attend.
No report of the findings of a
military board of inquiry investigat-
ing the shooting was yet forthcom-
{ng. A coroner’s jury yesterday held
the unidentified sentry fired the
shot in the line of duty, ending]

segregated Japanese last night, was| |
reported engaged in normal ac-| |
tivities.

ICKES CRITICIZED
FOR JAP STATEMENT

Secy. of the Interior Ickes was as~
sailed for his statement that Shiochi
QOkomoto, Tule Lake internee, ap-
parently was shot and killed without
provocation, in a speech before the
Commonwealth Club yesterday.

The speaker was Seth. Millington
of Gridley, former state legislator,
former president of the Native Sons
of the Golden West, and former
state commander of the American
Legion, %

ivilian action.
The camp's population of 18,650
iwelled by the arrival of 90 more
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Legion, Native

ISEI TO BE PUBLIC < |} . OnJaps Told by Millington

Sons' Stand

| The at(itugie of the American
| Legion and the Native Sons of
the Golden West toward the Japa-
nese—“We’re not against the
Japs for what they are, but for
what they do”—was explained
to the Commonwealth Club yes-
terday by Seth Millington, of
Gridley,: former member of the
State legislature.

A past grand president of the
Native Sons, and past State com-
mander of the American Legion,
Millington declared that neither
of the organizations which he rep-
resents would diseriminate
against Japanese of proven loy-
alty to this country, but “we
want to see the others shipped
back to their land of the rising
sun—only by the time they get
there, it will be the land of the
setting sun.”

In turn, he dealt with the three
men who have recently discussed
the Japanese problem before the
_Commonwealth - Club—Secretary
of the Interior Harold Ickes,
Dillon Myer of the War Reloca-
tion Authority (WRA), and
Sergt. Ben Kuroki.

SENTRY’S DUTY.

“Ickes,” he commented, “has
already found the sentry who
shot the Japanese at Tule Lake
guilty. It is my impression
that the Secretary of the Inte-
in the

the facts of the case, but I do
know that a sentry who orders
a man to halt is supposed to
shoot if that man does not
halt.,” (When told later that
the sentry had been found
innocent by an Army court
martial, Millington remarked
that he had evidently been
right in his estimate of the
situation.)

Turning to Myer, he scoffed at
the WRA. official’'s recent state:
ment that the Japs were settled
around all important military in-
= - >
stallations because they were
there before the installations
were. He termed the statement
“absurd.”

KUROKI 0. K.

“As’ to Sergt. Ben Kuroki,”
he declared, “he flew for his
regular twenty-five missions
against the Germans and volun-
teered for five more., And so
far as the Native Sons and the
American Legion are concerned,
he has demonstrated his
loyalty, and he and any other
man like him can live next door
to us for the rest of his life.

“Any Japanese who has of-
fered his life for this country is
okay with us,” he added.

Millington said the organiza-
tion he represents want all dis-
loyal Japanese shipped back to

eth Mil-
SPEAKER-" it
former State legislator, who dis-
cussed the Japanese problem in
California at yesterday’s Com-

Army. I am not familiar with

Japan “on the first boat.”

monwéalth Club luncheon.
ofo by San Franelsco Examinety
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Jury Exonerafes
Guard in Killing
[ule Lake Jap

TULELAKE, May 26. &)— [
| A Coroner’s jury of white ranch- |
ers today decided that Shiochi
James Okomoto, 80, an occu-
pant ofsthe Japanese relocation |;
| center near here, was killed “by |!
a soldier of the U.S. Army in|:
the performance of his duty.”

“The case is closed as far as
this office is concerned,” Dist, |’
Atty. Charles Lederer of Modoo |'
County said,

An Army hoard of review is
investigating the case,

Tokyo Says Internece
Killed Without Cause

LONDON, May 26. (£)—The
German radio today quoted
Tokyo as declaring that Shiochi
James Okomoto, Japanese-Amer-
ican internee who died yester- |
1day after being wounded by a|f
guard at the Tule Lake (Cal.)
;Segregation Center, had been
shot without provocation,

The Japanese government con-
sidered the incident “extremely
serious” and was conducting
furéher investigations, Berlin
said.
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| government, which handles Japan-
| ese interests in the United States.

|’ Lieutenant-Colonel

W
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ill Tell Story

TOKIO RADIO SAYS -

LOS ANGELES, May 27. (TP)—
‘A broadcast by the Tokio radio to-
day quoted a Japanese government
spokesman as branding as an “out-
rage” the fata] shooting of a Jap-
anese-American at the Tule Lake
internment center  in California.

The spokesman said that an ex-
planation of the shooting will be
through the Spanish

The Japanese American, Shiochi
Okomoto, was shot and fatally
wounded by an army sentry during
an -altercation at- the gate of the
center where more than 18,000 Jap-
anese judged disloyal to the United
States are interned.

Project director Ray Best ex-
bressed regret at the shooting and
Verne Austin,
in charge of army troops at Tule
Lake, ordered an official investi-
gation.

In Washington Secretary of the
Interior Ickes, who has charge ;of
the War Relocation Authority,
said first reports to his department
indicated that the sheoting was un-
Jjustified.

Meanwhile it was revealed that

SRS S

|
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THE PEOPLE OF JAPANESE ANCESTRY, who are being relocated by the War
Relocation authority, lived before the war in the shaded areaat the extreme left of
the map. In the spring and summer of 1942 they were evacuated from their homes
by the army and moved into the WRA centers indicated by black dots. Since that
time, approximately 22,000 out of the original 110,000 evacuees have left these
centers to take jobs and establish homes in normal communities. The figures
within each state show the number of people from WRA centers who have relocated
there to date. Since the entire state of California is in the evacuated area, the only
people of Japanese descent who have returned or relocated there are those who
have received special permits from the Western defense command of the army.
At the Tule Lake Segregation center in Northern California, the WRA has assem-
bled evacuees who have indicated that their loyalties:lie with Japan and who are
not eligible to relocate under WRA procedures.

Relocated Japanese Find

Inland Areas

Virtually all the 22,000 Ameri-
icans who so far have left relo-
| cation centers have been well re-
ceived In communities in various
parts of the United States away
from the Pacific Coast, the War
Relocation authority today re-
ported to Secretary of the Inter-
ior Harold L. Ickes.

The report stresses the .thou-
sands of case histories of success-
fully relocated people who have
resumed their normal place in
| society.

The business of finding new
homes for these American citizen’s
of Japanese ancestry, as well as
for the law-abiding Japanese
aliens, has been proceeding stead-
ily ever since the mass hegira
from the Pacific Coast was begun

Hospitable

{as a military necessity early in
1942, In fact, says the report,
{some of the first to move from
|the Pacific Coast had been reset-
tled in other sections of the na-
tion before the last had been up-
rooted and sent to the 10 reloca-
tion centers.

Illinois has proved to be . the
Mecca for the greatest number of
those citizens whose only ‘“crime”
was having Japanese parents.
About 5000 have found homes in
that state, chiefly in the Chicago
area. Approximately half ~that
number are living unobtrusively
in Colorado. Utah and Ohio are
hosts to about 1700 each, followed

sely by Michigan, Idaho has
received about 1000. Some states
have less than 100, and a few of

them evacuated have found jobs
as far away as Delhi, India, and
Melbourne, Australia.

About 110,000 West Coast resi-
dents, all of Japanese descent,
were poured into the hourglass-
like system inaugurated by the
army and the War Relocation au-
thority. The pouring-in process
lasted from April to August, 1942.

Of the 22,000 who have left the
centers no indefinite leave to date,
most are American citizens. On
the average, they represent the
young, able-bodied adults, edu-
cated in American schools, speak-
ing English well and Japanese
poorly, if at all, thinking and act-
ing like other Americans.

In moving eastward, many of
the evacuees have left. behind
them farms and business proper-
ties laboriously built up on the
Pacific Coast over a period of
several score years. Some have
lost all their equities in those
properties and have been com-
pelled to start life almost wholly
afresh. i

The younger relocaters have
had their schooling interrupted
first at the time of evacuation
and later upon the departure from
the relocation centers. Adults
have been cut off from familiar
surroundings and from social ties
of many years standing.

But even though the transplan-
tation has been a drastic process

for many, it has some compensa- |}
tions from the long range point |}

of view, the report of the secre-
tary stated. It has tended to break

down the prewar isolation of the ||

Oriental minority in the United
States and has brought thousands
of these people more completely
than ever into the mainstream
American life. &

Okomoto,
wounded by an army sentry during

AU 'vwe

ill Tell Story

TOKIO RADID SAYS -

: LOS ANGELES, May 27. (TP)—
A broadcast by the Tokio radio to-
day quoted a Japanese government
spokesman as branding as an “out-
rage” the fatal shooting of a Jap-
anese-American at the Tule Lake
internment center in California.
The spokesman said that an ex-
planation of the shooting will be
demanded through the Spanish

| government, which handles Japan-

ese interests in the United States.
The Japanese American, Shiochi
was shot and fatally

an -altercation at the gate of the
center where more than 18,000 Jap-
anese judged disloyal to the United
States are interned.

Project director Ray Best ex-
pressed regret at the shooting and
Lieutenant-Colonel Verne Austin,
in charge of army troops at Tule
Lake, ordered an official investi-
gation.

In Washington Secretary of the
Interior Ickes, who has charge ;of
the War Relocation Authority,
said first reports to his depaz'tmeﬁi‘:

indicated that the shooting was un-
Justified. |
Meanwhile it was revealed thaﬂ

——
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TULE LAKE JAP
SHOOTING OUTRAGE,
TOKIO RADIO SAYS

b LOS ANGELES, May 27. (TP)

A broadcast by the Tokio radio t:

day quoted a Japanese governme ;

spok'esm:m as branding as an "our;
rage” the fata] shooting of a Ja :

:_anese—Amel'ican at the Tule I lf_

m’t:rz'nmont center in Californ;:il :

1: hf;"spokeﬁman said that an éx—
gidnatmn of the shooting will be

emanded through the Spanish

govz,:l‘nment, which handles J; ;k
es:;‘mterests in the United St;t{)ecn_
Ok(;ikcmgspa\n\,zsgc A‘m:rican, Shiocl:xi

oto, S shot and E
wounded by. an army sentry (fisltlzliillz
an -altercation at- the gate of ch
zle;z;(t‘ir‘where more than 18,000 Jap-
St'-'(."cv"{:“"ld'ge('] disloyal to the United

ates are interned.

‘I:'I’OJG(’t director Ray Best ex
iz'essred regret at the sf)oo(ir;'* ar';:‘—
! ieutenant-Colonel Verne Ahuciid
Ezlfjlarge of army troops at Tu;)o
gat;o;!.mdmml an official investi-

In Wa
Interior Ic
the War
said fir orts to his YAULhOl‘i*y,

{8 Lo his department

indicated that t}
1 cale a he shooting was
Justified, 3 i cbig 8

SR OREGGNIAN, ninf men inmates of the Tule Lake
center have been placed in i i
REeE gy in isol
ND £01 intimidating families V?I(})l:hzt‘jen
JIslsed to send their children to a
panese language school operated
at the center. 5

RELOCATED JAPANESE AMERICANS

APRIL 1944

293

299

102 4 @HEART

37
e MOUNTA (N
MINIDoKa 385

TuLe LAKE

12 3
CEN
.TRAL UTAR

2507
GRANADA ®

17158
3 MANZANA 22

23

e

65

COLORA,
VR

CILA RiveR

2 TroWER
e
®) 62
JEROME
1t

40
EVACUATED
AREA

® RELOCATION

CENTERS

SEGREGATION
CENTER

jton Secretary of the
3, wh he -

l‘yﬂw 0 has charge ,of
veiocation

The people of Japanese ancestry who are being relocated by the War Relocation Authority
lived before the war in the shaded area at the extireme left of the map. In the spring and sum-

mer of 1942 they were evacuated from their homes by the army and moved into the WRA 7as eyealed that;

centers indicated by black dots. Since that time, approximately

000 evacuees have left these centers 1o ta
such as Omaha and South Bend and Buffalo.

of people from WRA centers who have relocated there to date.

fornia is in the evacuated area,

located there are those who have received special permits from

of the army. At the Tule Lake

bled those evacuees who have indicated
gible to relocate under WRA procedures.

segregation center in northern California, the WRA has assem-
that their loyalties lie with Japan and who are not eli-
(Photo from U. S. Department of the Interior.)

the only people of Japanese descent who have returned or re-

22,000 out of the original 110,-

ke jobs and establish homes in normal communities
The figures within each state show the number

Since the entire state of Cali-

the western defense command

Reshuffling of Japanese-Americans
Yields Good Citizen Crop, WRA Reports

Virtually all the 22,000 Japa-
nese Americans who so far
have left relocation centers
have been well received in com-
munities in various parts of the
United States, away from the
Pacific coast, the war reloca-

tion authority reported to Sec-
retgry of the Interior Harold
L, Ickes.

The report stresses the thou-
sands of case histories of success-
fully relocated people who have
resumed their normal place in
society,

In traditional man-bites-dog
fashion, it has been the very
few exceptions that have made
news, the report indicates. The
business of finding new homes
for these American citizens of
Japanese ancestry, as well as
for the law-abiding Japanese
aliens, has been proceeding
steadily ever since the mass
hegira from the Pacific coast
was-begun as a military neces-
sity early in 1942, In fact, says
the report, some of the first to
move from the Pacific coast
had been resettled in other sec-
tions of the nation before the
last had been uprooted and
sent tg the 10 relocation cen-
ters,

Many in Illinois

Illinois, reports WRA, has
proved to be the Mecca for the
greatest number of those citi-
zens whose only ‘“‘crime” was
having Japanese parents. About
5000 have found homes in that
state, chiefly in the Chicago
area. Approximately half that
number are living unobtru-
sively in Colorado. Utah and
Ohio are hosts to about 1700
each, followed closely by Michi-
gan. Idaho has received about
1000, Some states have less
than 100, and a few of those
evacuated have found jobs as
far away as Delhi, India, and
Melbourne, Australia,

Of the thousands who have
dropped into other communi-
ties without causing an econom-
ie or social ripple, the case of
Frank Shiba, taken at random
from WRA files, is typical, Shi-
ba and his wife, Caroline, had
made their home in Fresno,
Cal., where he ran a recreation
hall before the war. After the
evacuation they found them-
selves in the Jerome relocation’
center in Arkansas, Like the
majority of the evacuated
people, Frank, his wife and
their baby daughter, Diane, are
American citizens.

Leave Clearance Given

Frank and Caroline, along
with other evacuee residents of
relocation centers, filled out
questionnaires prepared by
WRA in co-operation with ex-
perienced intelligence officers.
Their names were submitted to
the federal intelligence agen-
cies and nothing was disclosed
to indicate that they were any-
thing but loyal American citi-
zens. Accordingly, they were
granted ‘leave clearance” by
the director of war relocation
authority. They were free to go
to any community outside the
excluded west coast military
area.

The Shibas decided on Cleve-
land, Ohio, as their future
home. A few dozen Japanese
American evacuees had pre-
ceded the couple. Mrs. Shiba
and little Diane stayed in the
relocation center until Frank
could find a job and a home.
He wanted a job where he
could feel that he was helping
in some direct way to win the
war. He found it as an appren-
tice on a grinding machine at
the National Tool company.
Now, ten months later, he is a
fully qualified operator and is
getting the full scale wage. His
wife and baby are content in
their new home. They’ve made
friends, and with every week
the family’s roots are more
firmly set in the new commu-
nity.

Many Families Moved

Multiply Frank Shiba’s expe-
rience by 22,000, make allow-
ance for geographic variations
extending from Spokane to Bos-
ton, and for hundreds of occu-
pations, and you have WRA'’s
story of the people of Japanese
descent who formerly lived in
the Pacific coast area. and who
have relocated to new homes
and new communities farther

dents, all of Japanese descent,
were poured into the hourglass-
like system inaugurated by the
army and the war relocation au-
thority. The pouring-in process
laied from April to August,
1942.

Of the 22,000 who have left
the centers on indefinite leave
to date, most are American citi-

zens. On the average, they rep-
resent the young, able-bodied
adults, educated in American
schools, speaking English well
and Japanese poorly, if at all,
thinking and acting like other
Americans.

Centers All Crowded

Life in the relocation centers
was bound up in a 20-foot
square room for a family of
three or four, a wood-burning
stove, cots, blankets and a light
bulb furnished by the govern-
ment. The evacuees fashioned
tables and chairs out of crates,
boxes and scrap lumber left
over from the construction
work. Eventually they got some
of their own furniture shipped
into the relocation center. The
community bath house was a
couple of hundred feet away
and it served all of the 250 or
so residents of the block. Three
times a day all the residents
of the block passed down the
cafeteria line to the mess hall.
Housewives couldn’t prepare
meals in their own homes, be-
cause no cooking facilities were
provided,

Babies were born in the cen-
ter hospitals, where they were
well provided for, Special. for-
mulae and baby foods are avail-
able, and both mother and child
receive competent medical at-
tention. Children of school age
attend classes in the barrack-
type buildings. Work is avail-
able at $16 a month. Church,
movies, occasional dances and
home-produced entertainment
are available at all the centers.

No "Little Tokyos"

Leaving the relocation cen-
ters, the people of Japanese
descent have scattered to most
of the states outside the ex-
cluded Pacific coast military
area, WRA reports show. Some
regions have been found to
draw greater numbers than
others, but at no point do they
approach the concentrations
which were found in the “Lit-
tle Tokyos”’” of Los Angeles,
the “Japtown’” of San Francisco
and other west coast cities and
farming districts before evac-
uation,

In moving eastward, many of
the evacuees have left behind
them farms and business prop-
erties laboriously built up on
the Pacific coast over a period
of several score years, Some,
reports indicate, have lost all
their equities in these proper-
ties and have been compelled
to start life almost wholly
afresh,

The younger relocators have
had their schooling interrupted
first at the time of evacuation
and later upon the departure
from the relocation centers.
Adults have been cut off from
familiar surroundings and from
social ties of many years’ stand-
ing,

Program Long Ranged

But even though the trans-
plantation has ‘been a drastic
process for many, it has some
compensations from the long-
range point of view, WRA's re-
port to the secretary stated, and
has tended to break down the
prewar isolation of this oriental
minority in the United States
and has brought thousands of
these people more completely
than ever into the mainstream
of American life.

In a few instances there has
been local opposition or dis-
crimination when evacuees
moved in, in spite of efforts of
the WRA to determine in ad-
vance the attitude of the com-
munity toward persons of Japa-
nese descent. In Great Meadows,
N. J., as reported in a recent
issue of Life magazine, neigh-
boring farmers objected strenu-
ously to five Japanese being
employed as share croppers on
a vegetable farm. To avert fur-
ther violence, after a shed of
the employing farmer had been
burned down, the evacuees left,

More characteristic, believes
WRA authorities, is the experi-
ence of Bill Okazaki and his
family. They are settled on the
farm of A. J. Krecker near

community, their twin daugh-
ters are enrolled in the first
grade at school. Formerly a
vegetable grower in California,
Okazaki is now engaged in pro-
ducing crops and livestock of
a typical corn belt farm.

Nearby Farms Improved

Fred Doi, 35, who operated a
vineyard at Fowler, Cal., is now
in charge of 3000 laying hens
near Elkhorn, Neb. He also
helps in a dairy herd on the
farm to which he has been re-
located. Mrs. Doi is active in
the local Red Cross and other
commurity work. Neighboring
farmers in this instance are
favorably impressed with Doi
and have started negotiations
for other evacuee farm workers. |

Ofher examples of relocation |
from WRA files: |

Harley Asari, who operated
a goldfish hatchery at Hunting-
ton Beach, Cal., was the first
nisei—an American of Japanese
parentage—to be employed by
the United States foundry in
Denver.*Now there are 25 on
the foundry payroll.

Jeri Tanaka is one of the
first women welders to gradu-
ate from a Des Moines welding
school and is now making radio
cpndensers.

War Veterans at Work

Joe Eto, discharged honor-
ably after 11 months’, army
service, is doing a job with a
critical war plant. The product
of this plant is so critical that
publicity concerning it is strict-
ly barred. The officer respon:
sible for security arched . his
eyebrows and began to question
whether or not it was safe to
have a man of Japanese ances-
try employed in so vital an
industry. But Eto’s war record
won his confidence and Joe
stayed.

Kelly Yamada managed three
optician shops in Oakland, Cal.,
before being moved to Poston,
Ariz. He has relocated in Peo-
ria, Ill., with his wife, two sons
and his wife’s parents, Mr. and
Mrs. Teraji Yemoto. Mr. Ye-
moto is a-Peoria nurseryman.

Henry Mitarai, rfoxm%’f
San Francisco, is operating 0
acres of vegetables in Utah and
employes 25 fellow evacuees
for the growing season and ex-
pects 125 for the harvest. Four
transcontinental rail lines are
employing evacuees as section
hands, some are working in co{a{’
mines in Carbon county, Updh,
and 16 are employed by the
Utah Lime & Stone company.

Myer Gives Views

«Relocation is our main job,’
says Dillon S. Myer, director of
the war relocation authority, In

]

pointing out that the segrega-
tion in Tule Lake of those who
refused to pledge loyalty to the |
United States was a necessary
step in relocation. ;

“We felt relocation would be
carried on much more effec-
tively if those who were not
elirihle to relocate were put in
one place, leaving the other
centers composed entirely of
those whose loyalties lie unmis-
takably with the United States.
Our aim is to relocate every
person who can be relocated,
and work ourselves out of a job
as quickly as possible.”

To express the feelings of the
evacuees, a more articulate
spokesman = could hardly be
found than Mary Oyama Mit-
wer. successful writer, mother
of two, whose husband, Fred
Mitwer, had an American father
and a Japanese mother, One of
Mr. Mitwer’s brothers, at last
reports, was interned by the
Japanese government as a dan-
gerous alien.,

The Mitwers were evacuated
from Los Angeles to the Hart
Mountain relocation center in
Wyoming, and then relocated in
Denver, where Mary resumed
her writing and Fred went into
the food processing business.
Mary Oyama expressed an atti-
tude to which many of the
evacuees subscribe:

Future Envisioned

“Of course it was a bitter
experience to be uprooted and
hustled off to a relocation cen-
ter. but it’s futile to be so pre-
occupied with the past that we
lose sight of the future. The
weak and misguided may blight
the remainder of their lives
ill-considered acts. The sty
and wise will make the bgk

McHenry, Ill. The Okazakis
have been accepted into the

east,
About 110,000 west coast resi-
Ve s

——

their lot and emerge styonger
and wiser than before.”
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East and West Differ

CALL:B —TeRe:
R 7. 1944 Aide’

the Union, not only those of the

West Coast.”

L{" \gree---

on Jap Resettlement

C(fngressional representatives
from the West Coast and the rest
of the nation engaged in a seri-
ous dispute today over apparent
plans of the War Relocation Au-
thority to send tens of thousands
of evacuated Japanese back to the
Pacific Coast.

Representatives from non-west
Coast states declared they in-
tended to hold the WRA to its
promise that all evacuated Japs
would be moved back here as soon
as the ban was lifted.

On the other hand, Western
|residents and congressmen in-
|sisted that the coastal strip
should receive no more than a
proportionate share of the na-
tion’s 140,000 Japanese.

The comment of congressmen
|fro mthe interior Western, Mid-

place, the entire nation must
share the responsibility now that
the dense West Coast settlements,
with their security and economic
evils, had at last been broken up.

Meanwhile, Walter H. Odemar,
grand third vice president of the
Native Sons of the Golden West,
sent a strongly-worded letter to
Congressman William S. Hill of
Colorado, opposing his statément
in Washington that the Japs be
returned to the West as soon as
possible.

‘Even though the West Coast
may no longer be in danger of
a Japanese attack,” Odemar
wrote, “any one familiar with
this coast must know that if the
Japanese are permitted to re-
turn during this war it will be
an easy matter for them to

ion, accused the
ittempting “to tw
yar to their owr
joses,” and expre
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e East-West Jap Row
Is Blamed Upon WRA

Bureau Being Held to Pledge
To Move All Nips Back Here

emergency. the loss of many lives from |jerhaps imperil 1
Congressmen from such states| Colorado apdsaieether states in |hus give aid and
By Ray Richards
Los Anaeles Examiner Washington Bureau v

as Arkansas, Colorado, Wyoming,| —— .« e Rt T ryman: t
WASHINGTON, Mzay-28~Fhe“War Relocation Author-
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ity was held responsible today for the swift development of

a serious dispute between the West Coast and the rest of the

dle Western and Atlantic Coast
states revealed that all instances
of Japanese resettlement the
|WRA had been givirig assurances
\that the evacuees were only
|temporary visitors in the war| nese aresent back—it will mean

count the ships leaving our
ports for the Pacific war zones.

“When such information is
transmitted to our enemies—
and it surely will be if the Japa-

particularly intensive resettle-
ment programs, have taken the||
agency at its word.
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country on the Japanese resident problem.

Congressmen from various sections outside the coastal
strip said they intended to hold the War Relocation Au-
thority to a promise that all evacuated Japanese WILL BE
MOVED BACK TO THE WEST COAST as soon as the mili-
tary ban is lifted. ;

That collides head-on with West Coast determinalion

ooMm' 3XalUl pauado aq [im

o ‘IDOUTAAOAT

that no more than a proportionate share of the nation’s
140,000 Japanese shall ever resettle there.

The comment of Congressmen from the interior West-
ern, Middle Western and Atlantic Coast states revealed that
in all instances of Japanese resettlement the WRA.has been
giving assurances that the evacuees are only TEMPORARY
VISITORS in the war emergency.

Nation Must Share Burden

West Coast Congressmen assert that the WRA HAS
NO RIGHT TO GIVE SUCH ASSURANCES AS A MERE
EXPEDIENT, and that, as a national pelicy admitted
Japanese to this country in the first place, the entire na-
tion must share the responsibility now that the dense
West Coast settlements, with their security and economic
evils, have 4t last been broken up.
Said Representative W. F. Norrell, Arkansas Democrat:
“Arkansas had three Japanese residents prior to
Pearl Harbor. We have thousands now. On the basis of
a very definite WRA promise, we expect to have just three
Japanese residents when the emergency ends.”
Representative Frank A. Barrett, Wyoming Republican,
said:

P
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“There wasn’t any equivocation in the promise the
WRA made to my state. The general assumption over the
country seems to be, in the light of the WRA promises,
that AL, JAPANESE WILL RETURN TO THE WEST
COAST.”

No Place Wants Them

It was declared by Representative William S. Hill, Colo-
rado Republican:

“The West Coast sent the Japs to us—7700 to Colo-
rado alone—and we expect the West Coast to take nearly
all of them back. Where else are they to live? No place '
wants them.”

Representative John J. Delaney, New York Democrat,
said WRA agents are assuring New York City that Japa-
nese are being moved into the metropolis only as a TEMPO-
RARY EXPEDIENT, and that the West Coast has no legal
grounds on which to stand in opposing their eventual ‘“re-
turn home.”

“Thus again the speciousness and fumbling of the
WRA has stirred up serious difficulties,” commented Rep-
resentative Harry R. Sheppard, California Republican,
“The West Coast will not stand for a mass return of Japa-
nese. If we can’t deport these people, they must be dis-
tributed among all states, proportionately to population.”

|
:
l
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WRA Aide,
Vet Agrée---
On One Thing

Robert B. Cozzens, assistant direc-
tor of the War Relocation Authority
here, yesterday declared himself in
hearty agreement with Seth Mil-
lington of the Native Sons and the
California, American Legion—on at
least one thing.

Referring to a speech Millington
delivered before the Commonwealth
Club here Saturday, Cozzens said,
“The statement that Japanese
Americans like Sergeant Ben Kuroki
can live next door to him for the
rest of their lives is.certainly a real
assurance by the spokesman that
the Japanese-American soldier of
4 : this war will come home to his civil
rights.”

Millington had said, “Sergeant
Ben Kuroki flew for his regular 25
missions against{ the Germans and
volunteered for five more. And so
far as the Native Sons and the
American Legion are concerned, he
has demonstrated his loyalty, and he
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le light of our knowledge of the | feat at the polls { life.

Virtually all the 22,000 Japa-
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: Since the enforced migration of
{110,000 persons of Japanese an-
|cestry from the west coast areas
(was undertaken, almost 22.000
|Japanese-Americans have moved
|to other parts of the United States
{where they have found new jobs,
Hmmes and neighbors, the  war
relocation authority reported  to-
day:

Nearly 500 of -the evacuees set:
tled in Illinois, mostly in the 'Chi-
cago area, the WRA said. Séeond

[|choice was Colorado with, about
12500 settlers, Utah, Ohio=!and
”\lichigan were chosen by ab
{1 y about
{1700 Japanese- Americans whila
approximately 1000 found honieg
[|in- Idaho.
There has been generally “na
H hostility or discrimination against
tithe evacuees in their new .com-
munities, the WRA said,
Despite hardships and financial
losses suffered by the evacuees
the report said there had been an

important social compensation in

that the evacuation had “tended
to break down the pre-war isola-
tion of this oriental minority in
the United States and has brought
thousands of these people more
completely than ever into the
mainstream of American life.”
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| Japs' Return
Opposed

Presence on Coast Peril,
Native Sons Assert

Declaring that the presence of
Japanese on the Pacific coast
a “perpetual
military danger, Walter H. Ode-
mar, Native Sons of the Golden
West official, has sent a sharp
protest against a proposal to re-
turn “relocated” persons.

This was disclosed yesterday

would” constitute

He added, however, “we want t_o
see the others shipped back to their

‘|program of determining by ‘reason-

land of the rising sun.” |

Cozzens said he could agree with
Millington that loyal Americans of
Japanese ancestry have legal rightsi|
under the Constitution but “we can-|
not agree with him on the vague|.

able doubt’ whether or not an
American of Japanese ancestry is
loyal.”
. He said Millington’s statement
that had one per cent of the Japa-
nese-Americans in Honolulu been
Ioyal the Pearl Harbor attack would|’
not have been possible “does not
jibe with current history.
“Miilington stresses the fact that
Japanese airmen knew where every
ship and military installation was
to be found. This is not dissimilar
to our airmen’s knowledge of strate-
gic targets in Tokyo, although we %

in a letter from Odemar to Con-
gressman William 8. Hill of Colo-
rado, opposing the legislator’s
statement. that Japanese should
be returned to the West coast
as soon as possible,

“Even though the West coast
may no longer be in danger of
a Japanese attack, any one fa-
miliar with this coast must
know that if the Japanese are
permitted to return during this
war it will be an easy matter
for them to count the ships
leaving our ports for the Pa-
cific war zones,” Odemar
wrote.

“When such information is
transmitting to our enemies. ..
it will mean the loss of many
lives from Colorado and all
other States in the Union, not
only those of the West coast.” /]

had not planned our war for 20
iyears as had the Japanese enemy,”
=Cozzens said.
{




WRA Aide,
Vet Agree---
On One Thi

DUBIJ f,w
A SE

East and West Dififi m
on Jap Resettleme e ’

Uy} ynq ‘[darenb Aayj jey
‘[ewiiou 9xe LAY, ‘IS aquJaAa
jsureSe Sse jun e se v [[IBS
spumnb a3y ‘saeak omy jsed 3yj) J0j
AQruey 1Y) UM A[[euriou SuiAljl ;o
U3q ATy qu; q,,no[n UIAY :
“ ou}

UMWY UBULID qdn.ast
ey Aq pauuadun aq 0j adoind jO

eIl S JOMOUUISTH ‘a uswma 10[
“louen uysm gjou  pmoa uoryeu S-g:

buard oUL—8s AN ‘NOANOT |-
§S94g paIvIIosSSy &g

sjewlipie) O | |«

.3 A(r ;’ann 393 AdyJ ‘3 9jey
JUUOl( "SI PuU® ‘IN Jng °SId
dnoaxjy yeaad aar £3y) (e 3 jou
U3y} SIAY)0q [eARAY, '[€0S jxXdu
1Ay} SI JIOX MAN ‘SIM ‘Torradng
] PUE 0JUO0I0Y, 0} PIJIARI} ApPead
I 9ARY AJY], ‘YI0OX MIN 993s 0)
[ uoniquie 3eald sjumd Yy,

) Surquioq PAMV Y3} ur SsuBIl
o areds 0} ®a[d STBUIPIED Youdid uJ
Aidex ur Aepo)} pres Ayoaeraty qu

ep wewOY Usrud 3} ‘suotyed| ys:
p 03 ain oyt
31-

Wy 100; pue SOSSAIP YojIme
07 PaA0] A°y) pue ‘9SIMIdYIC
weyj 9z1ud0031 JUpPIP  I0300P
oY) Mmauy Adyj nq ‘I9isee UON
~BOIJIJUIPT OeW 03 SI0[0 JUII]
-JIP Ul Passaip SAeMmIe 9By Aoyl
‘WY 0} 3YI[e Payoo[ [[B InoJ I3Y30
ay) Jng ‘SiIBN 9ZIu30%aI PINod
9H W) Yord 3, up[nod ‘prIom ey

‘s1e9k
) 91dnod jse[ Y3 [nuUn sumd
(3 pepunotins jey) sdnois ains
soad ayj Suowre SIIenb Arred
11 A9 P9I Je 9q 0} ydnoua plo
(9M ‘3S3J9YI, PUB 3S0Y “JSseuay

AT Agn@Aan Q1 arrrT AYTAXAETIN

’

|
jojur Wil JUSnoIq ouM urIdsAudisus i
{
l

I

Ajdoy uieyg|s

WHAT'S HAPPENED TO COAST NISEIL?
WRA Tells How They re ‘Relocated,” Aid War

Virtually all the 22,000 Japa-
nese-Americans who so far have
leit relocation centers have been
well received in communiries in
various parts of the United States
away from the Pacific Coast, the
War Relocation Authority today
reported to Secretary of the In-
terior Harold L. Ickes.

The report stresses the thou-
sands of case histories of success-
fully reloated people who have re-
sumed their normal place in so-
ciety.

In twaditional man-bites-dog
fashion, it has been the very few
exceptions that have made news,
the report indicates.

IThe business of finding new
homes for these American -citi-
zens of Japanese ancestry, as well
as for the law-abiding Japanese
aliens, has been proceeding stead-
ily ever gsince the mass hegira
from the Pacific Coast was begun
as a military necessity early in
1942.

In fact, says the report, some
of the first to move from the
Pacific Coast had been resettled
in other sections of the nation be-
fore the last had been uprooted
and sent to the 10 relocation cen-
ters.

ILLINOIS A MECCA

Illinois has proved to be the
Mecca for the greatest number
of these citizens whose only
“crime” was having Japanese par-
ents. About 5000 have found homes
in that state, chiefly in the Chi-
cago area.

Approximately half that number
are living unobstrusively in Colo-
rado. Utah and Ohio are hosts
to about 1700 each, followed close-
ly by Michigan. Idaho has re-
ceived about 1000.

Some states have less than 100,
and a few of those evacuated have
found jobs as far away as  Delhi,
India and Melbourne, Australia.

LOOK AT SHIBA . . .

Of the thousands who have
dropped into other communities
without causing an economic or
social ripple, the case of Frank
Shiba is typical. Shiba and his
wife, Caroline, had made their
home in Fresno, California, where
he ran a recreation hall before
the war.

After the evacuation they found
themselves in the Jerome Reloca-
tion Cenler in Arkansas. Like the
majority of the evacuated people,
Frank, his wife and their

babhy

| daughter,
citizens.
Frank and Caroline, along with
| other evacuee residents of reloca-
[lion centers, filled out question-

| naires prepared by WRA in co-
|0pr\mlu n with experienced intel-
ligence officers.

Their names were submitted to
the federal intelligence agencies
and nothing was disclosed to in-
dicate that they were anything
but loyal American citizens. Ac-
cordingly, they were granted
“leave clearance” by the Director
of War Relocation Authority.

They were free to go to any
community outside the excluded
West Coast military area.

The Shibas decided on Cleve-
land, Ohio, as their future home.
A few dozen Japanese American
evacuees had preceded him. Mrs.
Shiba and little Diane stayed in
the relocation center until Frank
could find a job-and a home.

He wanted a job where he could
feel that he was helping in some
direct way to win the war. He
found it as an apprentice on a
grinding machine at the National
Tool Company.

Now, 10 months later, he is a
fully qualified operator and is
getting the full scale wage. His
wife and baby are content in their
new home. They’ve made friends,
and with every week the family’s
roots are more firmly set in the
new community.

Multiply Frank Shiba’s experi-
ence by 22,000, make allowance
for geographic variations extend-
ing from Spokane to Boston, and
for hundreds of occupations, and
you have the story of the people
of Japanese descent who formerly
lived in the Pacific Coast area
and who have relocated to new
homes and new communities far-
ther East.

LIFE IN CENTERS

About 110,000 West Coast resi-
dents, all of Japanese descent,
were poured into the hourglass-
like system inaugurated by the
Army and the War Relcation Au-
thority. The pouring-in process
lasted frem April to August, 1942,

Of the 22,000 who have left the
centers on indefinite leave to date
most are  American citizens. On
the average, they represent the
young, able-bodied adults, edu-
cated in American schools, Speak-
ing English well and Japanese
poorly, if at all, thinking and act-
ing like other Americans.

Diano, are American

NISEI HELP
“SLEEPY
LAGOON BOYS

LOS ANGELES, May 28.—A
little drama of American unity
enacted around the Sleepy La-
goon case will probably set the
Japanese propaganda machine
to scratching its head.

Among the signed, sealed
and delivered petitions rolling
into the Sleepy Lagoon De-
fense Committee asking Attor-
ney General Robert Kenny to
take charge of the appeal trial
personally is one signed by
Japanese - Americans at Man-
zanar,

In part, the petition reads:

“We, the undersigned, inter-
ested in the maintenance of
our democratic institutions and
the eradication of race preju-
dice, hereby petition you, the
attorney general person-
ally to take charge of and
thoroughly investigate this
case in order that your office
shall not be used as an in-
strumentality for the support
of convictions hased upon race
prejudice.”

Life in the relocation centers
was bound up in a 20 foot square
room for a family of three or four,
a wood burning stove, cots, blan-
kets and a light bulb furnished
by the government.

The evacuees fashioned tables
and chairs out of crates, boxes
and scrap lumber left over from
the construction work. Eventually
they got some of their own fur-
niture shipped into the lelocatlon
center.

The community bath house was
a couple of hundred feet away and
it served all of the 250 or so resi-
dents of the block. Three times a
day all the residents of the block
passed down the cafeteria line to
the mess hall. Housewives could
not prepare meals in their own
homes, because no cooking facil-
ities were provided.

Babies were born in the center
hospitals, where they were well
provided for. Special formulae and
baby foods are available, and both
mother and child receive compe-
tent medical attention.

Children of school age attend

classes in the barrack-type build-
ings. Work is available at $16 a
month, Church, movies, occasional
dances and home-produced en-
tertainment are available at all
the centers. ‘

Leaving the relocation
the people of Japanese descent
have scattered to most of
states outside the excluded Pacific
Coast military area. Some regions
have been found to draw ‘greater
numbers than others, but at no
point do they approach the con-
centrations which were found in
the “Little Tokios” of Los An-
geles, San Francisco and other
West Coast cities and farming dis-
tricts before evacuation.

In moving eastward, many of
the evacuees have left behind
them farms and business proper-
ties laboriously built up on. the
Pacific Coast over a period of: sev-
eral score years. Some have lost
all their equities in those prop-
erties' and have been compelled to
start life almost wholly afresh.

The younger relocaters have
had their schooling interrupted
first at the time of evacuation and
later upon the departure from
the relocation centers. Adults
have been cut off from familiar
surroundings and from social ties
of many years standing.

POSITIVE FACTORS

But even though the transplan-
tation has been a drastic process
for many, it has some compensa-
tions from the long range point
of view, the report to Ickes stat-
ed.

It has tended to break down the
pro-war isolation of this Oriental
minority in the United States and
has brought thousands of . these
people mere completely than ever
into the mainstream of American
life.

In a few instances there has
been local opposition or discrim-
ination when .evacuees moved in,
in spite of efforts of the WRA
to determine in advance the at-
titude of the community toward
persons of Japanese descent.

More characteristic is the ex-
perience of Bill Okazaki and his
family. They are settled on the
farm of A. J. Kreckor, near Mec-
Henry, Illinois. The Okazakis have
been accepted into the community,
their twin daughters are enrolled
in the first grade at school.

Formerly a vegetable grower in
Californai, Okazaki .is now .en-
gaged in producing crops and live-
stock of a typical Corn Belt farm.

centers,

the |

Fred Doi, 35, who operated a
vineyard at Fowler, California, is
now charge of 3000 laying
hens near Elkhorn, Nebraska. He
also helps in a dairy herd <$n the
farm to which he has been re-
located. Mrs. Doi is active in the
local Red Cross and other com-
munity work. Neighboring farm-
ers in this instance are favorably
impressed with Doi and have
started negotiations for other
evacuee farm workers.

Other examples of
are:

Harley Asari who operated a
goldfish- hatchery at Huntington
Beach, California, was the first
Nisei, an American of Japanesc
parentage, to be employed by the
U. S. Foundry in Denver. Now
there are 25 on .the foundry pay-
roll.

Joe Ete, discharged honorably
after 11 months Army service, is
doing a job with a crtical war
plant. The product of this plant
is so critical that publicity con- |
cerning it is strictly barred. The |
officer. responsible for security
arched his eyebrows and began
to question whether or not it
was safe to have a man of Japa-
nese ancestry employed in so vital
an industry. But Ete’s war lecord!

in

relocations

won his confidence and Joegtdye |




| Fair Play Committee
'Nominates Board ,\,

Nominating committee of the
Pasadena Chapter, Committee on
American Principles and Fair Play,
announce the following candidates
for members of the executive com-
mittee during the ensuing year:
Miss Priscilla Beattie, Mrs. E. L.
Kruse, Mrs. Paul W. Moritz, Mrs.
Wellslake D. Morse,. Mrs, Willard
J. Stone, Mrs. Maynard F. Thayer,
Mrs. A. H. Sturdevant, James S.
Macdonnell, Dr. Morgan Ward, Gale
Seaman and William C. Burton.

Mrs. Thayer has been re-elected
chairman; Miss Beattie, vice-chair-
man, and Mr. Burton secretary-
treasurer = of the chapter. The
nominating committee. includes
Mrs. Willard J. Stone, Mrs. George
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F DEMOCRATIC PROMISES

chilliams Says They Have Been
Pulled Out of Rut 50 Years Old

The Ne ws, Washington Bureauw

WA§;IINGTON, May 31.—Mass
evacidation of the Japanese from the
Paqi‘ Coast may eventually aid
thel? "democratic absorption into
American life, Carey McWilllams,

former commissioner of immigration
of California, says in a pamphlet,
“What Abeut Our Japanese-Ameri-
cans,” just published by the public
affairs committee and the American
council, Institute of Pacific Rela-
tions.

The pamphlet is part of a book by
Mr. McWilliams to be published in
the fall.

“While mass evacuation was a
harsh measure,” he says, “it should
be recognized that the relocation
program does carry democratie
possibilities. The concentration of
meost of the Japanese-Americans
on the West Ceast in ingrown
communities was by no means a
healthy situation.

“The American-born Nisei were
experiencing great difficulties in
finding employment opportunities to
which their skills entitled them.
They had not succeeded in outgrow-
ing the dominance of their elders or
in breaking away from the strong
social ties which held them in Little
Tokyo.

“For many of these younger and
more enterprising Nisei, relocation
has been a genuinely liberating ex-
perience. They have found oppor-
funities in areas outside the West
Coast for which they had been seek-
ing for years prior to their removal.

“They have moved out of the

narrow, airless world of Little To-
kyo into the main stream of Amer-
ican life. The experience they
have updergone has shattered
some of their illusions, but it has
given a new value to such concepts
as “liberty” and “freedom.”

“As a group they are showing a
more active and healthy concern
with the problems of other racial
minorities. In many other fields
they are demonstrating an alert
awareness of the kind of world in
which they live.

“To appreciate this development,
one must recognize that the Japa-
nese on the West Coast, and par-
ticularly in California, occupied an
economic niche considerably above
Negroes, Chinese, Mexicans and Fil-
ipinos.

“Evacuation was a shock to their
pride but it has not been without
its healthy, if unforeseen, conse-
quences. This observation, how-
ever, would not be true of the en-
tire group nor even of all the Nisei.
For many, evacuation has involved
nothing but bitterness and a feel-
ing of frustration.

“It may be healthy, however, that
the ‘Japanese problem’ which has
echoed on the West Coast for nearly
50 years has now ceased to be a local
and has become a national problem
Tt is now definitely related to the
problem of the other racial minori-
ties. This is important since it is
evident that we shall never s0lve
any of these problems until we h?l
solved-all of them.”
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Buddjhgsf Rites
- For Tule Jap

TULELAKE, May 31.—Army
cars patrolled the streets.of thel
| War Relocation Authority’s Tule|
Lake Jap segregation center as,
plans were completed for elab-!
orate Buddhist funeral rites to-
day for-8hiochi James Okomoto,
30, Japanese-American shot and|
killed last Wednesday by an
Army sentry. j

WRA officials said that the|
camp was in a state of unrest|
while Okomoto’s body lay inig ,
state in the center’s high schoollj ¢
auditorium yesterday, and thqJ
patrol by Army. cars was de-j
scribed as  a  “routine safety|
measure.” J‘

The WRA officials, who CO-0p-|
erated ‘with the Japs in ar-|
ranging. plans for the funeral.J
said they expected no violence, !
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SAN FRANCISCO, MAY 11--(UP)-~THE WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY TODAY
REVEALED THAT NEAR£;==:=:;§ CENT OF AMERICAN BORN JAPANESE HAVE NEVER
VISITED JAPAN AND 53 PER CENT OF THOSE WHO HAVE VISITED NIPPON HAD NO
SCHOOLING THERE.

THESE FIGURES WERE RELEASED FOLLOWING A STUDY BY WRA OF JAPANESE
ALIENS AND AMERICAN CITIZENS OF JAPANESE ANCESTRY UNDER ITS JURISDIC=
TION. A TOTAL OF 27,100 CASES=~ONE~FOURTH OF THE TOTAL NUMBER
ORIGINALLY CONFINED IN WAR RELOCATION CENTERS==WERE CHECKED, WRA SAID.
OF THIS NUMBER, 9,144 WERE REPORTED BORN IN JAPAN AND 17,956 IN THE
UNITED STATES. |

THE FIGURES INDICATE THAT TWO-THIRDS ARE AMERICAN CITIZENS, WRA
SAID. : ‘

OF THE 47 PER CENT OF THE VISITORS TO JAPAN WHO HAVE HAD SCHOOLING
THERE, LESS THAN ONE-EIGHTH HAD MORE THAN THREE YEARS, THE WRA FIGURES
REVEALED,

WHILE FIGURES FOR THE 20-40 AGE GROUP SHOW THAT APPROXIMATELY ONE-
FOURTH OF THE AMERICAN BORN HAVE HAD THREE OR MORE YEARS OF SCHOOLING

IN JAPAN, ONLY ONE IN 50 OF THOSE UNDER 21 HAVE HAD ANY EDUCATION

THERE.

®THE RECORDS SHOW THAT DURING THE MORE IMPRESSIOBALE YEARS==ELEMEN=
TARY, HIGH SCHOOL AND JUNIOR COLLEGE==THESE YOUTHS ARE RECEIVING THEIR
EDUCATION IN AMERICA UNDER THE DEMOCRATIC TRADITION,"™ SAID ASSISTANT
DIRECTOR ROBERT Bs. COZZENS,
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