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Decatur, 111. fiiifes

M ar,1,1943

POSTAL TELEO”PH
LAXO 34 NL COLLECT GO~ (TEN)-DY STLOUIS MO 38 MAH 1 , 1943
ELMER SHIHHELL - RELOCATION HORITY

226 W. JACISCM BLVD CHICAGO ILL,

NOKOMIS SITUATION ENTIRELY PACIFIED NONM ITOSTIOATION JOB OPPORTUNITY
FOB RAST MATSUY”A NEAR HERE. ORIGINAL TRIP HJRPCSE UIJPREPAPED

FINANCIALLY ANT OTHERWISE FOR SXTINDED TOUR APPRECIATE PERMISSION TO

INVESTIGATE DECTUR IN FUTURE ANSWER HOTEL CLARIIXJE

M C BLACK

MAR 11943

VIA POSTAL telegraph

M.C. BLACKS HOTEL CLi"RDIQS ST LOUIS MO.

POSTPONE DECATUR INIHISTICUTI UUTIL L ER DATE

ELMER L SHIRRELL
RELOCATION SUPERVISOR



WAR RELOCATION AUIHOKETY

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

To: Elmer L* Shirrell Aprill9,1943
From E.E. Ketchpaw
Subject Community Survey of Freeport, 111.

Freeport, 111« is a city of approximately 25,000 population located 28 mi.
west of Rockford. Center of a large farm area from -which it draws much of its
trade. People are mostly of Oerman descent.

Constantly reminded that "Freeport
is a conservative town.w M ajority of Freeports* population are of Republican
party ar it least favor that party*



(COPY)

WAR ""LOC ~TION AUTHOItITY
Alliance. Li "e Bldg.
Peoria, Illinois

To Milton Oeuther April 30,1943
From: Perry B. Hall, Relocation O fficer

Re State Triple A Office at Decatur, 111.

When in Decatur on April 28th, visited Francis Buck, ass*t. to Mr. Oentry.

Mr. Puck stated that tliere had been some discussion of the possible use of
Japanese labor with the State Triple A Committee. His statoment is that the
Ooinmittee approved of the use of th s labor in commercial-vegetable farming
since those farms have been used to »»handling labor of this type in gangs”.

I am not sure whether the Committee voted to oppose the use of on general
stock and grain fanning, but Buck said that they were not favorable to it. |
had the feeling that he, himself, would not be favorably inclined toward the
J-Ah*s, but he put all the responsibility on to the Committee in his discussion
with me.

He explained that the use of any sea80ll 1 labor, such as in the canneries or "the
dstssseling work of the Hybrid com growers, would be handled for the state of
Illinois thru Dean H.P. Husk of the College of Agriculture at Urbana* | Imagine
that you may already know all these details, but thou”it I should pass them on

in case they would be of any help, 31lice, of course, Dean Rusk would protwsbly be
a "natural”® for you*

Perry B. Hall
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF 1EE PRESIDENT

OFFICE FOR EMER  GY M AGIIMMT

. OFFICE MEMORANDUM

To Elmer L. Shirrell May 4,1943
From: e e« Lessing

Subject: Community Sentiment, Antioch, 111.

p —
following citizens were contacted in .-kntioch in order to deteimine public
sentiment:

The mayor, Mr. Bartlett, is familiar with the program and does not anti-
cipate a reaction on the part of the- toivhs people. He infonned us that some
Filipinos have vrorked from time to time in the community without causing comment
and that Dr* Tague,s reputation was such that there would be complete acceptance
of Japanese- ericans.

Roman Voss, active member of -imeriean Legion and commander of Civilian
Defense, to discuss matter i¥ith Lions Glub in near future, anticipates no- diffi-
culty in the event the placement is made.

R.T7. Rossing, township supervisor and garage owner, has same attitude.
Suggested member of WRA staff speak at meeting of all supervisors in county on
May 10.

lie. Gaston, editor of town*s only paper is in favor and will give the public
a brief statement of the facts involved x“hen the time comes.

Call made to hi school and supArintendent of schools, Mr. Burkhead, after
understanding the problem said that he did not anticipate any unsatisfactory
results from -the people.

Father Flaherty was in accord with objectives of W.A and will do all in his



Lessing to Shirrell-2

power to familiarize local residents with the facts.

Summary So far as can be determined, Antioch has been broad-minded
as a town; there are no opposing factions of any importance; the 1100 persons
living there are primarily English; and there was no opposition on the part of
anyone who was 0Olllacted

--WMW. Lessing



Bloominston, 111.
July 17,1943

Key people to contact in Bloomington

Nakamura family. Mr, H. is janitor at Hly Trinity Catholic Parish school,
family lives in basement apartment at school. Rev. Father Stephen “ore is very
interested and is friend of Fr. Leopold Tibesar at Minidoka* Mrs. N. has been
doing a lot of education work in Bloomington, such as contacting prospective
employers.

Miss Misao Shiratsuki has been living with Arthur Smith fami'ly and trying
to find suitable employment. Applied for position of Medical Records Librarian
at Brokaw Hospital, but offer withdrawn by hospital. Also has a lead on position

in a physician® office in Bloomington.



AWXTKMAL SFATEMESH Of EXPERIMOL 07

USSRX TAJWA
1297 S 148
O0l«r«land 129 Ohio
Nr 1943
1*  FIA6 ir<iXaloii and publlolt/rs of work p PixuuPlXy

Halted to my partloipatlon In the fonatlons of several organizations
vhioh will be hereafter e&uaerat«d In and about Sacraiadiito.

8erring as presidentt tr*cumrer and director of JftpaiMM “Aserioan
Citimns League Chapter In Sacramento s!bqg« 1935 to th« time of our
*vaouatlon and having aharge of aany of Its funotloos, Xassumed and was
I"p iBd reat dealL of rvspoxusmiity Olitaking our publie both
Oaaeasians and JaiMuiese,» and in giring wide publiolty to oiTio msd«r*
takings and programs sponsored by the Chapter sueh ast periodical seeial
atluirings to bring tlie local nisei in eontaet vrith our eoBinitinitjr
eaders9 legislators, city officials, et* al«9 totars registration
driTes and polltleaX ralliesf mmibershlp eaapftig&8t assisting the Rod
Cross, Cosimuiilt™® C”est and other CiTic and welfare organizations
with their sohedtiled programs. Chapter*s 0l benefit ftind e& Gj>ftigns9
and others* It was neoessaxy for those who stood at the head to bo in
constant touch with apper cruat of olvio, business and professional
loaders and to foster mortmenta among ourselTes or with others In ord«r
to glT« piabllolty to the faot that otxr thoughts vert basod on ~Aaerloan
Ideals and mays of IIf«» 8 je of us hold interest in tlie Leagu n zt
to our own business and “Ere aiuoli time and effort 7 frost our ova
work. Th. iffiprared inter-raoiaX r.jLationshlp Oxisting 1b Saoramcmto
was partially due to publle relation program promoted by tb« ehaptOr#
and X am satisfied in iiaving bad a part in it*

Prior to the war interested nisei business and professional mm

fomed a sb» 1X group around which the ni««l Toters would partieipate in
poiitioal iacm08 and 6leotioii oandidates* W affiliated outs«lvm
iritii the central ooiamlttexs for the ooonty, usually the demoerata, or
9aapalg&«d on our oim. Much of our funds oame out of our o«a

pookots, but wo often reoelT«d finanoled aid or asaistaao« fron the
par80L8 or groups primarily interested In the eleotloa* The purpose

of suob was to &k the sqglLaoi eonsoiotts of tlisir fraaohi 6
priTil*gea and also to Xet pubXie know that wo are a faotor la
operation of our 1 1 governaent and 1& ehol . of oandldtate » -

oonduet«d auoh oas™aigna by* distribution of printed oatt«rs and



fostering pablio gatheriiigs bringiag speakers, both pso and ooat to
espial& tbe isati*a b9f 7« tli ¥ ot«rs tho oandid tes or th«ir
r«pr«B«&t«tlTea direotlsr in touo”i wl”i th« xilaai Tot rs*

I nAlntaln«d oth«v publle aotlT Itle* from, tine to %ia» suoh as
ap«aking before welfare and ohnroh groups* Also» you oan understand
that during my praotloe la Sa ranentof it Has «a8e&tial that X jaad#
axid oo&tiim# to mako personal oontaota with th# izifluential people In
v asrlpua wtkvm of life* Often9 througli suah personst are «« abl« to
serr oor d_sftrriagl3» | fa«X that this phas« of My pTBOtlet
«a« naTer negleoted*

S« Tale Lak* A tIT Itle«s

«u of tm2omrf 9&smni%f eomoiX* X kwpt aya«If iMfoxmA
as to tbd purposes and funotlozui of this body as well aa It»
acooo”Xlsjbadnts asd fftllttiws durlsg its 6xlstano«™

b* JTudieiaX Oossslttees "~ 6 msmbe™a ot the oosmltt#*

eat in trial on fiv» or six oooeLSloiui to bear minor original ahargea
and rendor « report to tiie Projeot Director of our findings;

X took toms aotlng as interrogator*

9« Sxaf&in«r for Peioaziftnt Judloial The ftisctloa of tli«
examinar la to elioit pextineat eTidono# by questlonlz® witoosses
and pardons oiiarg&d In oTiialoaX complainand otharwlae asal”tixig
tho mw~0T9 of judicial body* | sirt as eiaalneir la all of tha
oases «hll« ve wer« la I"oXe Lake$ talclsig turns as Interrogator®

d« SOl«otlTe Serriee adTlsors Slno« 1940 2 was active as a
sMftber of Attsooiat* Board for B &*d E5f Saoxtuaento”
C~liforia* W sat in oonns®X for registrants ftsd oft«a
seai««d#kly and oX»o ooadmotod r«gistation program unddr
direotlon of the Board* This sam» aotirity was transfArrdd to
Tale Lalctt*

e« Tul« Lal» FesnazieQt Chapters W ithout olalffilag or«dlIt du« to
othtr«t X praotioalXy outlinod and dratted th« Tule Lake* 8 p«raa&ent
Ooaeianlty QpunolX Charter* Th«i Aeoummit is no a”aaa p87f«<rt»

and X always felt that a b«tt«r job ooold herre be«i p«7foxm«d
with a little more inspiration9 aaterial for resaaroh” and ooopeitatlon
trm others* T«go d«l«gat#d th« Job of dxttftlug the oluurter
to nm b#eau«<i X bad rendered siadLXar 8«77ld«« to the Japa&aao
jherloan Oitixens Loague (baslo Ooxuitltutloa adoptod la 1938)*

aarred aa tlxe Ldagaef8 obalxnui 011 aonstltutiozui with responsibility
of r«Ti««iag all Xooal aad distrlot institutions azid to pxorld« the
dislsi™t and looal ohapt“ra aad ir 1 «»9 ith uggestioiis

for itiopsetw&eiit asd a)PMtoda»nte#



3*

I fe 1 tlaat I rendered th peopiU of Lak_ two errie#jKI
of vhloh I ean b# proud of dusexTioglj® and they ar« the X«gftX
aid jiot«uio_ and the Gomanmityl Gotmoil r*

f* Xogal eoanM| vith th« offio« of Projeot Attoxii.]%
In soeh po iticm, | r«zid«r9d legal atrrjLoas to the ercum #9 of
Tarlont natuTtt, too mmeTovui to «nna«rftt« stparat™If* The vork «»
p«rfoni»d differed only slightly trcm our private praotlee in tliat
oourt app«arano« was neoessarily absent* serriees «# r#nd«r«d
say be briefly set forth m followss

X« Advtee and eoneultatlon on various X«gal probleas eonfronting

ttui evaouees inoluding taxesf oontraotual r«latioxi8t property
In storage”™ leased and hold in trust and their disposition,
personal and domeatio relatlojui, alien and trosea ttm&a and

estates under jurisdiotlon of the Federal Hesorro Baiik, «el#6tiTO

B9rwioef oorporate matters, OOOperatirest eto«

2. I»arge amount of oorrespondenoes arlsi&g out of Tarloua
legal probl«ns. The letters were directed Evacu#© Property
offices, oth«r goTexnmental agaaoies, and prirate livUTidttals,
sojne of whieh were for the sigoaturo of the Projeot Plreotor
and others to be signed by the oounseX or the evacuees
th«sseXTe8*

property, bills of salet powers of attorney, d««ds» ilia,
ste* Assistances re also tendered «ith ineo  a”l
eo”porate taxes, guardieuialilp returns, olaims, alien and
fxoz«zx property returns required ~7 the Treasury Dopartisent
and th# Federal Reserre B«nkt et a

4» AMisting tha Projeot Attomsyl ith matters and issuM
affected by th« laws of the Stat« of CtXlfoznift*

3* CITle tuid Welfare organis&tioiui in whleh X p”rtielpatad
in the paati

iu SaeraAento 7apan«s« i”“erlowi Cltlsena leagus Chapter9 «s
it_ presidente trea urer and direetor, and alao as ehaiama
in eharge of sany of its funetions.

b* National Japanese %«rloan Cltis®mi L”gue as Its Ghbalnaaxi
on 0 nstlt«tlQn8»

o# Affiliated with Saeramento om%f D«noorfttlé Central
and other looal politleftX bodIM*



4*

4 7 Yxoharg. f Ttoop < Sadrasento By Seottts, ¢
Mast ftnd ABsistftiit doottt Ibuit™ for mny yoar_

«* A« Qiate advisor fosr SeX#9tlIT# serrlee Board Hox 25 Sind#
1940* VE3b«rt Moa and X earried on this function at TuXe
lalm doriog our msidenoe there*

fe *Aasodlatvd vith th« Xoeal R#d Gross and Gosusonlty Chest> i1a
their periodiottl drives.

g* s b. of other orgftnizatloius In hieh X h«ld meab ships

Xm of ~ourt (loeal e di«ty for younger attorneys)
Hational RIfl« Asaoelatloa («08 oiftt«)

Fxanelsoo T«dWh0 *A«t Japeuiosd dITislon*
«<to»

RsgarSiiig personlli9 work aad Tociatioiiall couxiBaXingf 1 fSsl pwlA® iJI?/_

af™ la «aylag that undoubtedly ay eduoation and professional expwleiwe *
together with the faot that | endearored to saaintain ORICtaut touoh

with the public and to retain interest in public affaire, will h»lp

ne fulfill a certain part of th« needed qualification r«quir«d In suoh
fi®ld of werle, | fe«l confidant without being able to show much

for it. After all, being 30 do© U aafc© a© a man of many exp i«ac«a»
although | have been otit of law school fully 8 years*

Yours very truly,

/»/ Henry fakata

Haunr Taketa



L etter seat by WRA to boys who quit Shotwell

Mr. Geoirge Sakaguchi 7-21-43
1621 W. Division, Chicago

We have been advised by the Shotwell Manufacturing Co. that you have quit your job
with them last week without notice and exactly at a time when this company had given
you a briefi paid vacatione an unusually generous action the part of the company
considering the brief duration of your employment with them. Irresponsible actions
such as this do great harm to the relocation program and create a bad impression
toward all Nisei in the community*

W ill you plea»e call at this offiee on Saturday morning, July 24,1943, for a

discussion with. Mr.vMann in regard to your having left this employment. If it is al-

together impossible for you to come in here on Saturday morning, please telephone

at that time for another appointment* The telephone number is ANDover 3600, E xt.113.
Very truly yours,

1LS



Mr* Kiser L« ShirreXI™ R#Xe fttioti Superrisor
Aogost 49 1943
Harold ttixm9 Assoelat* B”/looatl&a Offioar

?0lXo«isig tli» oorr«spoxidelio« between BtXph M#rritt of llaosaimr

and John Oe Baker of Hftshingtoa! eopies of whloh been for*
warded to thl» offlo«9 in regard to th« plaeing of la
Or«&t X&mi araa, | eozitaotad Lt» f# X* Ooanor« 1b 9barg«

of Coast Queapd Hileliig9xie« licre« Lt* Ooxmor» «dTi««d ne that oa
tbM dajr b«tore obl19 had re@«lYed a oonfidsatlal isttmoraadum
f7 A th» 9th NtTal Bistrlot in regard to %P0 plao«cMat of jApa&es#
AAeriean seamda or oth»rs ««pl fed on Os*«at Lakos* 17119 word”
lug w8 ®uoh as to definitely luaXude flshereen alo&g with s«a»
1&&e

The gist of this WIm&mSLm wcis tliat J'oint Board aleer«Be« would
be required b«for« oonKldaratloA would b« glv/™n any 12dtITldmtl

for «i™Xoymoiit of this typ« in this mMxA that «ubs«Qmeiit to
Bcrmvd QiUaraiQO iglil b« iftfid# to the Goimai”dftat

of ttb HtwX Di trilot ftt Lftke« for eaoh iztdiTidtial d- ir*

iag » h — ird _ i ” r#— e tha d

1% Is Zt« Ooanors* 12tpreaslon timt this dir”~otly remoYM the go»«*
ii Qof «B»l JFe«nt of Jap«&ed« Asuirloaii on th« Lakes from
%m jorltdlotloii of the Coast Guard god plao«s it as a dlr«ot
reapo&slbillt/ of th« HftTf. COcMBinereia fishing f aooording to

l«t« 000210x«t Is a#gllgibX« in thai XIlInoi* a»S nortliexs Indiana
Oraat Lftkes ar«««






FITHIAN-OGDEN FILES

MMORANDUM

To: Elmer L. Shirrell

From; M.C. Oeuther *

Date: Aug* 13,1943

Subject: E.M. Swengel, Fithian, 111. (Farm Job)

Contacted O.E. Banty, Postmaster, Fithian, 111.

ciwengel taught school until early 1942 when his wife inherited a farm. Swengels
moved on faim and operated it duilng 1942 and operating it for present crop year
According to Banty, v/ithout neighbors* assistance, Swengel would not be able to
farm. Swengel purcahse house in tc3wn (May, 1948)and planned to move there. He
resumed teaching in April, 1943 and has a contract to teach the school year of

1943-44

Stengel*s oldest child is reputed to be less than a year old. Swengel, thru
church group, had arranged to bring a Japanese family. Coromunity flared up and
signed a petition, etc. and developed a fetrong feeling.

Appears to have been a ooiribination i

. Jealousy over inherited farm. o _
Moving to farm - since farming is classified as essential.

Contemplated moving to town from farm and still hold faun status.
Heturn to school teaching.

A~ W N

Suggest staying out of ~ithiari for the present.



FITHIAN-OGDEM, ILL. FIEES

SENTIMENT REPORT FITEIAN-OGDEN

E.M, Swengel reports that he was inviting an issei to &rk on farm between

above towns. Kenji Nakane selected. Before he arrived tov~nspeople rose up and
protested, signing a petition.

Recommend this as a closed area



Decatur, Illinois fiJbks

TAH PELOCATION AUTHORITY
1118 Alliance Life Bldg.
Peoria, Illinois
To: Elmer L. Shirreifel Aug. 31,1943

From Madeline Jacobs, Acting "Relocation O fficer

Decatur, 111e

Called on Henry Schaub, Sr” editor of Decatur Herald-Heview but he was out.
Mr, Hallfs report indicate that Schaub was our most influential sponsor in Decatur.

Dan Bopp, Reo”ash distributor in Decatur, has taken sincere interest in the
program, however, was too optimistic about chances of placing any evacuees
theree 1t was his opinion that Decatur would be slow to welcome Japanese, altho
he believed that there would be no active opposition to a few if they should come
into the city. Bopp stated that last iveek he had attended a meeting of farm gropp
in Decatur and was amazed at the amount of active opposition among farmers. At
least 4 got up and “nphatically denounced the relocation program; these men
stated that they had sons who were at present engaged in combat with the
Japanese in the Pacific and simply could not tolerate young Japanese boys taking
their boys* placets on the farms* Bopp stated that he, himself, miglat later on
be in need of some skilled mechanics in his place and also car washers later on.
Bopp said be would inquire friends at Macon County Hospital about chances there.
Suggested | call on 3upt. of St- Mary’s hospital.

Mrs. Conely, mother of Florence Conely, counselor for Junior High League of
the First Methodist Church, mentioned that there might be a little reluctance on
the part of people of Decatur to accept Japanese inasmuch as there was scane feeling
against khe Negro group in the city. She herself was sympathetic and stated she

thought most church groups were anxious to have a few Japanese resettled there. .



Decatur, 111. files
July 17,1943

Rev. Thomas B. Lugg, pastor of First ~eth. Church, North & Church Sts.,
wrote vs on July 7 requesting he woild"*like to discuss refuial of Janes M illikin
U. to accept nisei. He has a request from a specific young nisei who wants to go
to school there and obtain employiaent in Decatur.

Charles Sands, 1453 VI, Decatur St. wants experienced refrigerator repair man
and has a qualified applicant but is hestitating about going ahead because of
fear of reaction of his clientele.

Fred Ivaiser, Jr., propt. of Food Arcade,134 “rchant St., has placed offer
for a mAid. He mny also be in the market for a butcher.

Expect increase in labor shortages in Decatur during next 6 months, as the
nearby ordnance factories get into full production. Much of the success of the
resettlement program here will depend upon cracking thru with 2 or 3 successful

placements as soon as possible.



Form OEM-33
rre«_7_42

EXECUTIVE OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

OFFICE FOR EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

OFFICE MEMORANDUM P C /

To, Harold S, “istere date 10-4-43

FrRoMt Elmer L. Shirrell

SURJECT: News story

Here is a copy of the Chicago Tribune*s report of th© speech | gave before
delegates representing co-operative stores in the pr*~ects. The Tribune
was the only paper to cover the speech*



Chicago Daily Tribune
October 1,1943

REVEALS PLENTY OF JOBS MAIT JAP AMERICANS

WRA Spokesman Warns of Growing Unrest

iinployers in the Chicago area are clamoring for American
Japanese workers because 3,500 job offers are going begging, Elmer L.
Sliirrell, supervisor for the war relocation authority in this area, told
delegates from the 10 western relocation centers meeting yesterday in
the Morrison Hotel.

Urging cH.egates to use thier influence in persuading loyal
American Japanese to leave relocation centers and return to normal life,
Shirrell asserted that Chicago must find 375,000 new workers by Dec.1
ifthe city is to carry its allotted load of war contracts.

"Tell every one willing to leave the centers to come to Chicago,"”
Shirrell instructed delegates. "Assure them we have the jobs and
will stick with them until we find housing facilities. SeveiaL employers
wanting groups of 50 or 100 workers have agreed even to provide the
housing.w

Says Discontent Grows

Shirrell lamented whe deterioration taking plaee in Japanese
Americans in relocation centers,” and said he did not know whether the
blssne lay with war relocation authorities or with the inhabitants and
their leaders.

"I do know, however, that the most industrious, frugal group of
workers this country has ever known is deteriorating shockingly,w he
said. "When they come out of the centers they immediately begin to
complain—particularly about how hard the work is, when before the Pearl
Harbor attack many of them were in the habit of working from dawn to
sundomi*

American Japanese might as well face it, Shirrell declared as he
warned: "They will have to start life over again udien they leave the
centers. No matter how fine their former positions were, they will be
obliged to start at the bottom. They will get plenty of chances for pro-
gression in the middle west, but they must first show this area irtiat
they can do.w

Must Start Work Now

Shirrell, charging that those livingin the centers are losing
their will to work, said they evidently are afraid of losing face by
accepting jobs beneath their capabilities. After the war they vd.ll have
an even harder time, he prophesied, unless they begin now. Not only
jobs, lie said, but housing will be scarcer then, “because returning
soldiers will have first chance at any vacancies, and persons of
Japanese descent will be at the bottom of the 2)ist«



2
Chicago Dailjy Tribune
October 1 ,1943

"Try to make your people aee the wisdcan of giving up an artificial
cooperative existence for a normal life on their own,w Sliirrell urged*
ANOtherwise, at war*s end we will have a new Japanese Indian reservation
problem in America."



Belleville, 111. Files

St. Louis office
Date Sept.11,1943

Excerpts from letter as follows:

Nncidentally, there is no opportunity for any permanent relocation in the
vicinity of Belleville, Illinois# The attitude of the comiiunity is definitely
hostile and we had a task even to keep the seasonal iworkers satisfied vjithout too
much difficulty. We intend to do a lot of missionary work in thii neighborhood,
but I am convinced that we will never be able to place more than a few seasonal

workers on the outskirts of this city.M



WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
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Mr. J. G. Lindley
Project Director
Granada Relocation Center
Amache, Colorado
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"Ne"d Farm or Factory Help? Thousands of Workers
In Japanese Relocation Camps Waiting to Be Hired

Nearly Every Trade
Found Among Loyal
Japanese -Americans

Farmers and factory own-
ers who are looking anxiously
about for help have available
an almost untapped supply of
intelligent and industrious
workers. These people are
the 90,000 Americans of Japa-
nese ancestry who are now in
the ten relocation camps in

the West and Southwest.

The War Relocation Authority has
found employment tor 16,000, and is
seeking to place 25,000 more by the
first of the year. More than one-
third of these American-Japanese
are farmers or have done some agri-
cultural work. Others are skilled
mechanics, and many are in profes-
sions. Occupations, in fact, range
from doctors to ditchdiggers. Most
of these people are American born,
and are considered loyal to the
United States.

*Riese workers may be hired per-
manently or seasonally by any farm-
er or other employer anywhere in
the country, except in the military
zone, a strip running along the Pa-
cific coast.

Procedure whereby American-
Japanese and loyal aliens are
brought out of the cafnps and placed
in jobs is a simple one. A reloca-
tion office in each area has a staff
all officers who look for jobs in dif-
ferent kinds of employment: farm-
ing, dairying, poultry raising, nur-
sery, domestic, restaurant and hotel
work, skilled and unskilled labor,
factory work, various trades and pro-
fessions such as dentistry, medioine,
engineering, industrial designing.

Job offers  ceived are screened
as to suitability of wage and work-
ir# standards. If legitimate, the
offer is sent to any or all of the 10
relocation centers which are in the
states of California, Arizona, Idaho,
Utah, Wyoming, Colorado and Ar-
kansas.

In the camp, job offers are cata-
logued, posted in mess halls and
administrative buildings, and printed
in the camp newspaper. Each evac-
uee has filed his working qualifica-
tions and each camp has an em-
ployment staff to assist the proper
person to get the proper job.

The evacuee is not forced to take
a job. He can select one for which
he thinks he is best qualified. He
makes his own arrangements. He
corresponds with his prospective em-
ployer and, if accepted, informs
camp authorities who then place him
on indefinite leave which means he
is entitled to leave camp and go
anywhere in the United States ex-
cept the forbidden regions.

Both American citizens of Japa-
nese ancestry and Japanese aliens
are allowed to leave the relocation
camps in the West once their loyalty
has been assured. Each evacuee is
investigated by the War Relocation
authority and males of draft age
are checked upon by a joint board
in Washington composed of the in-
telligence departments of the armed
forces and WRA officials. Also, each
evacuee is checked against FBI
records.

On the other hand, before an
American-Japanese settles in a com-
munity, it is canvassed by WRA
officers who seek reasonable assur-
ances from responsible officials and
citizens that local sentiment will not
be against the newcomer.

Indefinite leave usually is granted
only to an evacuee who has a place
to go and means of support. Each
evacuee must inform WRA in Wash-
ington of any change in job or ad-
dress. An evacuee must receive the
standard wage rate of the commu-

SPINACH—Miss Momayo Yamato
cultivates "the dark green stuff on
the broad acres of the Gila Rivet
Relocation .center farm. She for-
merly worked in Fresno, Calif.
Thousands of skilled agricultiiral
workers like Miss Tamato are look-
ing for private employment.

nity. He can not enter as “cheap
labor.” WRA’s motto is: “No more,
no less than anyone else for *the
same work in the same community/9

Both an American citizen of Japa-
nese ancestry or a Japanese alien
can obtain indefinite leave. An alien
is checked more carefully and out-
side camp his movements have more
restrictions.

WHAproceduretomoveAmeri-
can-Japanese out of the camps has
been approved by the department ot
justice, the U. S. army and endorsed
by the War Manpower commission
as a contribution to national security
and manpower needs.

WRA’s program of relocating
American-Japanese began in the
spring of 1942 when, for military
reasons, some 106,000 Japanese were
taken from California, the southern
third of Arizona, the western hall
of Oregon and Washington and
placed In 10 relocation centers in
the West. WRA officials point out
that the centers are definitely not
internment camps or places of con-
finement. They were established by
the United States government for
two chief purposes: to provide self-
sustaining communities where evac-
uees can contribute to their own sup-
port pending gradual reabsorption

WELDER—Many Japanese-Amer-
icans9like George T. Nakamura are
excellent tradesmen. He is working
in Chicago at a farm implement
factory, whence he came from the
Minidoka Relocation center, Ore.f
where he was maintenance machin-
ist.

into a normal American life; and to
serve as wartime homes for those
who are unable or unfit to relocate
in ordinary American communities.

Beginning January of this year,
WRA initiated a ﬂrogram of steady
depopulation of the centers by en-
couraging residents with good rec-
ords of behavior to re-enter private
employment in agriculture or indus-
try.
Relocation offices were set up in
Chicago, Cleveland, New York, Kan-
sas City, Little Rock, Salt Lake
City and Denver to seek jobs for
American-Japanese.

Each relocation area has sub-
offices. The Chicago area, for ex-
ample, covers Indiana, lllinois, Wis-
consin, Minnesota and the eastern
half of North Dakota. Elmer L.
Shirrell is supervisor of the area.
Sub-offices are located at Indianap-
olis, Peoria, Rockford, Milwaukee,
Madison, Minneapolis and Fargo.
Relocation officers there carry on
the same kind of employment and
placement service given in the area
headquarters.

Model Communities.

Life in an evacuation center is
no picnic. American-Japanese were
abruptly moved from their own
homes and placed in barracks,
which though adequately construct-
ed, were bare of furniture, had no
running water, toilets or any con-
veniences we accept as normal.

A camp is laid out in blocks like
a city. Each block contains two
rows of barracks housing 12 living

units. Each block has its mess hall,
lavatories, showers and meeting
hall.  No family cooks for itself,

but must eat with the other inhabi-
tants of the block in mess halls
which are staffed by full time Amer-
ican-Japanese cooks and attendants.
Food for evacuees at camp is re-
ceived from army quartermaster
corps and cost must not exceed 45
cents per day per evacuee.

Each camp has schools, churches,
playgrounds, recreation halls, YMCA
units and sometimes a boy and
girl scout troop. Each camp has
a police force, a fire department
and each block is represented in the
camp council which meets regular-
ly with WRA officials to determine
camp administration and other prob-
lems which come tip.

Each family is housed, fed and,
if one member of the family is work-
ing, the government gives a small
monthly allotment from $2 to $3.50
to each member for clothing.

Any able-bodied American-Japa-
nese can work at the camp, and gen-

erally can do the same job he did on
the outside. American - Japanese
serve as doctors, dentists, nurses,
optometrists, watchmakers, clerks,
clvil engineers carpenters, masons,
farmers and in many other trades.
Each one who works receives from
WHA a monthly salary from $12 to
$19 depending on his job. Since the
WRA staff at each camp is very
small,a huge amount of the admin-
istrative work is done by the evacu-
ees who work as stenos, bookkeep-
ers, typists, clerks, interviewers,
translators, switchboard operators,
etc.

Each camp has co-operative food
and clothing stores, a canteen, no-
tion counters, magazine racks and
even a post office. Most camps
have large agricultural tracts and
become largely self sustaining.

American-Japanese and Japanese
aliens sometimes are known as Is-
sei, Nisei and Kibei. Issei are Jap-
anese born in Japan but who came
here to live. Nisei are second gen-
eration Japanese, born in the Unit-
ed States and citizens of this coun-
try. Kibei are American bom Japa-
nese who have gone back to Japan
for education and then returned to
America. WHA investigates Kibeis
very closely, watches them carefully
and is reticent about giving them
freedom.

Mostly ‘Nisei.*

The great bulk of the 135,000 Japa-
nese in this country at the outbreak
of the war, including the 110,000
along the West coast, are Nisei.
They are the young boys and girls,
the men and women who have lived
here all their lives and are just as
American as we are.

They have broken away from Jap-
anese customs. Their thought is
American thought. They prefer
American food and our way of do-
ing things. They like to jitterbug,
go to movies, have coke dates and
parties like any normal American*
Surveys have proven that the Nisei
have a greater percentage of mem-
bers with a college or university
education than any racial group in
the United States.

It is the belief of the WRA that
the spreading of the American-Jap-
anese throughout the nation instead
of concentrated in groups along the
coast will be a good thing both for
all Americans and for American-
Japanese.

Approximately 8,000 American-
Japanese are in the United States
armed forces. After Pearl Harbor
they were given the opportunity to
volunteer and thousands of boys en-
listed from the relocation camps.

Two large units at Camp Savage,
Minn., and Camp Shelby, Miss., con-
tain most of the American-Japanese
combat fighters. From Hawail alone
came a specially picked combat
team of 2500 American-Japanese
boys. At Camp Savage many are
training to be interpreters and lan-
guage teachers.

Wherever they have been sta-
tioned, American-Japanese soldiers
have won high praise from their
commanding ~ officers. They are
training with extraordinary zeal
even spending their free time in
military study and voluntary drills.
Instructors have to be keen and alert
to avoid being tripped up by ques-
tions. It is a saying among these
Japanese-American soldiers that
“We have a year and three minutes
to live,” meaning a year of hard
training, and three minutes in the
thickest of the fighting.

WHA officials have found that ade-
quate jobs can be found for the evac-
uees, but that housing is a serious
problem. This is especially true in
large cities where booming war
plants have caused a heavy influx
of war workers.

In the smaller communities this
condition is less severe. WHA be-
lieves that a large measure of its
success will depend upon how well
the American-Japanese relocate in
small towns and agricultural areas.

OVER THE PLATE—StricUy In
the American tradition, these Jap»-
nese-American sixth grade boys
play softball at recess, at the Man-
lanar Relocation center in Callfoiv>

nia.
6-22-0025 Vi






WAR RELOCATION AUTfiORITT
226 West Jackson Boulevard
Chicago 6, Illinoisx

January 11,1944

Dear Friend

A national conference of Americans of Japanese ancestry will be held in
Chicago”™ Illinois, January 28, 29, and 30, Tv;o delegates from each reloca-
tion center and delegates from each relodation field area will .ineet the
Director, Mr. Dillon S. Myer; Hr. E. G. Arnold, Chief, Helocation Division;
Mr* John Provinse, Chief, Services; and otherse

The conference agenda viill be:

(1) Problems related to the future of resettlers and others of,Japan-
ese ancestry in the United States

(2) Major problems facing center residents in terms of their future

(3) Specific plans or proposals for creating better understanding
and forking relationships between the resettlers and the War Re-
location Authoritjr

Two delegates aro to be chosen from the Chicago area, Tlioy may be Issei or
N isei, and inay be former center residents, voluntary evacuees, or Japanese
Americans who lived in the coranunity prior to e“meuation. Ve are requesting
you to choose the best possible persons from the Chicago area-~delegates who
will truly reproseirt the community,

Please state the names of the .two delLefx'tes of your choice on tlie enclosed
postal card and return it to us witLort delay.

ATiile we are writing this letter, wo.want to assure you tjiat vie are anxious
to discuss with you at any time, any matter which concerns tho relocation of
your family or friends who may still be at one of the projects, A simple
hospitality offer from you directed to this office* will enatlc us to send
tiiO necessary invi at;10n so that members of your family, or friends, may be
brought to Chicago. This office will bo glad to assist in temporary and
permanent housing, as well as employment-. If you arc interested, please
come in and see any one of our Staff, wi.o Kill be doligiitad to help you with
plans for your family.

Sincerely yours,

Elmer X. Shi "reus
Helocation Supervisor

Enclosure



MDTONCBQ TED KAGIMDTO
\Y

10-6-43 To; SLS Prom Murray S« Stebbins 1l HaTrej Mont* Reloo* OfAioer

v - -
Hary 000per operator of soft drink establishinent in Harlem* Mont.j ©ashed Great?
Northern oheok i?hioh was returned.to himi marked "Indorsement Porged't* Cooper/?s
of opinion that oheok was given to him by Ted M* “agimoto who is know"i to be
Chicago* fikrdy requests that if convenient you intervew Kagimoto re 3<.gnatUjlei
on enclosed oheok. Cooper feels that there is a siigifaliarty in hand wniting/of
agimoto and signature of Sasaki on enolosea oheck. \

10-9-43 To M.E. Stebbins From ELS |

Kagimoto very naively admitted signing Sasaki's name to this oheok and pashing
it* | don't know whether he was attempting to deceive me or not* but he'.seemed
to be totally unaware of the seriousneiss of his actions* | informed him that the
only way he oould get out of this, diffioulty he was in was to get .a money, order

for tiix $5.10 made out to Sasaki. |, therefore, enclose this money order.
Kagi.mo O is very anxious for you to send him Sasaki’s .present mailing address*

12-11-43 T SLS From MIK

I left Chicago on 12-2-43 and have just arrived at Spokane* Wash. As | have
0110e "broubled you on account; of my minor- forgery 'case» | feel it desira/ble.to
explain to you the reason why | Cdlne back "to *€3*» | Dbegin with* 1 went, "to
Chicago with the idea that I might be able to do a little schooling, which was
my QXOUSQ of not volun eering for the Go.ibat, TCain* As the matter of fact’
wanted to do so at “at time? bat tt turned oat to, be mighty tough and x could
hardly make my ovm living there, besides* to have no friends to talk with is
distasteful» indeed.

On reaching here, | oould gt a job in traok maintenance gang of Northern
Paoific Ry. 00« at Spokana. F r y ur information | like to write down the .

address and name of R*R* official who handle the affair of J extraja gang*



Prom: Mrs* Pr«d*riok E* Foster* Poster Apt” 4 A rlington
To; Shirrell 12-10-43

Some tim« in Aug*v 1943* ~ adT«rtising f£ooe an &pt* for rent*
Among oany applioaats | InterTiawed 2 Japanese woatn* A woman had oalled me from
the n Gliuroh of N* Rd* or 8 AO pi up north, she &Bk<id ne by
phone if I bje Ki to J pcoiese s toaunts* Ztold her | had made it ay business
In Ufa to have no objeptlons to any nationality* She asked me if 1 would oonM
sider taking in som# Japanese people* well recommended* | said | would*

Bowever* wh«a the Japuiese women oan« to int«rTl«ir ae th«re w«re to
be 5 in a two-rooa apt»* all rtl&titres* It w& 11 agr”™eal™o to me Imt the young
brother was learning to play a saxaphone and to that | 8Aid There are defense
workers in my bldg* and men and women la the 8«ryioe and their hours of sleep vary
and | oaiuiot h&ve a aaxaphon* play«d for praitioe work her« for it would be too
gre&t « disturbaaoe* There &r« 5 beds in this apt*

On Deo* 9* 1943* * Japanese woman* Urs* Tom Toi&imatsu* oalled and
wanted an apt* for 3* Later she beought her huebftnd* Url and Ur8* Tom Toaimatsa
tan took the apt* at $7 a ioonth and m«r« well satisfied with the apt* Thay
were to have th« sist«r live» with thoa*

Before oompletely oonsumiBating th« business of renting Tomimatsu
ask«ds

Is there anyone 1& the bld™* who would obJ«ot to

An*j | «a the owner and | hardly think anyone wo”ld objeot*

Are you sar* there are no ooohroaohes or bddbuga?

Ana* j | lived here 20 y«ars asd w« haT« had no bugs of any kind*

I asked Tomimatsu if h« had bugs where ha XiT«s»

Ana* i Oh no”they nearby on Doming Plaoe*



Poster - 2

I looked over the rental soh«dale as p«r OPA ruling and told them

tho apt* wanted wits $7 .for | or IX persons*  Tomifcatsu looked over th«
schedule and asked why the other ps apt* on the same floor was only $5 *
Ans*: apt* ronts for $¢ for it is one room*

At that laoment | had to Int«rrA«ir another prospective tenant* Said
tenant w&s.anxiouai to t&k9 the upt* in question* This oouple said tboy h d dog»
*to* wAnNttd a number of pieoe of furniture r«a v<d from the apt* Th«y asked for

a reduction of r« t to $65 but | told him that | ooald not afford a r«dMtion»
and that there would be no reduction*

Later* Tomimatsa apparent haying listened thru olos«d doors

Ifoiildyoupr«frrth<i8«peopl _to us

A ns.: No*

Would you glT« them a redaction in rent?
Ana*t Ho*

I asked Ur* and Hra. T« if th«y w«r« p«rf«otly pXeaaed with the
and with the general set-up* Ans*« Yes*

T* asked; Wuld yoa eviot for for anything?
Ans* Th«r» «re only 2 reasons whereby wiy”ody oan Tx «Tiot«d by

OPA nd | am onder OPA I reasont apt* used for imaor 1 purposes!
and non-payment of rent*

T Oh yes* | kn«w you oould not erlot us for th 8« 2 r6 sons*
Ans Wexi.* you know the law th«n» you are jast oh«oking ap?



Foster - 3

Tt | aa employed in the Stx D«pt* of Interior and we all get toge-
yhrt sy yimrd »nf er ginf ouy ehsy id hoinh on in d«pts«
gather at tiiaes and we find out what Is going on in other dapts*

Therewith T* paid down $35 as hald months r#at and $l«5 for
Neys*  $l«5 to be refunded on return of keys when vaoatinge

5 oalls oame in ref«r«no« to apt. | said Apt* was rented* About
2 hours lat«r Ura* T. returned with a sister* Said they <leee sorry that they
had a x«l«gr&si in the hour that their brother was ooming in and he would with
th#a and there would not b©suffioientroom for him to b« with th«m so they asked
to be fr«« of apt* l aoqule8 «d nt on 6« Told th«m that itwas unfortunate
that they were in that difficulty but that | understood and released thsm at onoe
t»turnlag all oonmys to th«m* Th*y hAnd«d me $1*00 f p the troull«—and | said |
would hand the $10 to th« houseisan for aft«r all he had made s«T«ral 3-story
flights in their b«Jialf*

I am handing you the above Information for it la opltnioa that
th«8« Japs didn't want this apt. in th« first plao#. That they w«r« snooping and
trying to find o~z just how their raoestands among us Amerioans* Th» apt. is
furnished for 5 people* Itis vuctait taid reudy for oooupanoy* Ifthe  b«d bug
story doesn't work. th«y try th« noise naisanoe* or the extra gu«8t* At th«
present moment | hesitate inttrvievring any store of



Harry M, Sakampto (Minidoka) 4-3-44 -

Man in office - just arrived and has no money _ asked loan<3 - says cannot
get advance from Stevens altho he says he will work there starting
tomorrow. Telephoned Stevens and asked fo rJ himytt the straw-boss over
JA workers. Uhen | called for J hnny, Sakamoto resented this - said he
had talked to Johnny - asked to be excused and left.

Later Johnny phoned - says he doesnSt know man well enough to ok*
advance wages - as he would be financially responsible. Says man is
now working as bus boy —will get tips & 2 meals per day. Johnny has
arranged to let him sleep at the Stevens - at least emporarily so he
seemed surprised that we should be concerned about him, JKB



8-24-44 Ichiro Takehara (P) (#4167) in Cook Co. Hopp. Ward 2 1 ,0at 8-S3-44. Acute
siniisitis.

Entered 8-6-44,17 days at ¢5 plus $15 X»ray Left center 7-25-44
went to Detroit, c¢"me to Chicago 8-2-44 Ref* to IPAC JKB '

8-10-44 From GHB to IPAC

Mrs. Aiko Kida, sister of a®ove was in office yesterday to ask for help

hosp, bill, Mrs, Kida unemployed. Her husband stb working for International
Harvesters. Mrs. Kida is pregnant and husband unable to help her brother. She
states mother, a widow, still at Poston and has nothing. She said brother signed
agreement to pay bat in no position to do so. Subject is 21 ,single, citizen,

was residing in Siannyside, Calif, before evac. His address in Chicago is with
sister,15 W. Erie St.

in his



Re: Tokutaro Takyyanagi (Topaz)

12-3-43 Takayanagi, alien, arri ed here yesterday en route to McLean, Va, U.S. Atty,
however, declined to issue travel pei®nit on grounds that alien must fitst secure permission
of Eastern Defense Command. In phone conversations with both Connor and Lang* they admitted
that they had nothing in writing that prevented their issuing permit, but were taking this
precaution in view of an experience they hid with Western Defense Command. Following this
conversation, telegram sent to Arnold, (See file) --HSJ

12-10-43 No answer to wire, phone call placed to Dolins in Washe who stated lie had not
seen teletype but would look it up iumediately and see what he could do about it, —HSJ

12-13-4# Phone call from Dolins stated he had taken matter up with Dept, of Justice and
they had stated that there were no barriers to Takayanagi's entering 1DC. Further stated
they would take matter with U.S. Atty in Chicago. Later in day Lang os USDA office was
called about case. He did not indicate that he had heard froia Wasihe but wtated, never-
theless, that since they had written the EDC and had received no reply, he coaid see no
reason for not issuing travel permit. Stated he wished to take this up with Connor, his
superior, and would call back. This he did, making specific request that Takayanagi
com© in next day. Word sent to Takayanagi thru Mrs* lzumi. --HSJ

12-14-43 (From indirect sources it was learned that Takayanagi received travel permit
without further delay and left on an aftemon train for Wash. D.C* --HSJ



10-6-44

9&."AC
From: GKB

We are attempting to coiaplete a report on requests for financial or medical assistance
for transm ittal.to'our w gisiiington 0ffice anda would appreciate any further information
you isay have on the disposition of the following cases. It would be extremely helpful
if we could know the extent of the assistance given in each case, including specific
amount allotted for financial aid.

Name Date of Request
Asahoshi, George 8/12/44
Fukyyaiaa, Bob Sanji 8-P5-44
Harada, Mrs. Tomo- 9-11-44
Hirami, Soichiro 7-26-44
Ichita, Tomokawa 8-1S-44
Iwasaki, Cyrus 9-7-44
Koga, George Masami 9-6-44
Murata, Louise 9-11-44
Nakata, 10 9«»18~44
Okura, Joyce Yoshiye 9-11-44
Okutsu, Tom 9-18-44
Omori, George 9-25-44
Oyam, Jane 8-7-«4
Sugioka, Albert 8-19-44
eTakahashi, James 9-28-44

Takaya , Sumiko 8-29-44



Takehara, Ichiro
Tanaka, Kichinosuke
Tanaka, William
Uyeno, Miye Nancy
Ifetsaiaoto, Lily Yuri
Nakamura, Sadamu Sam

8-
9-
8

0-44
9-44
5-44
8-29-44
9-25-44
5-24-44

e



Tanaka* Kiohinosaket 7 (J) 3 4 Hillside Ave* ¢ Piednpnt. Q alif.
Arrived in Chicago 8*17*44 on indef*
Asked finaaoial aid of IPkQ
Dr* Wakatake diagoosed &« as possible stom&oh oanoor || &
reqhesved X-Tays* Thes« taken by Walther Ueiaorlal Hosp* on
10-2-44 who reported a gastrio uloer strongly suspooted of
IB&lignanoy involving the p&rs™p”lorioa* 80 obstruotion foand*
Or* Wakat&ke found that Tanaka eould aot undergo surgery* stated
th&t prognosis a poor ftad span For these
reajozis Dr* VI& tako fait thait TantUcii might b«wt«r return to
center where he would haTO personal oare of ooo&oxk*law wife*
There Is no Bddioal treatment whioh would prove b”~nefloiary to
patient at this tliao*
Approm | for r«indu Tl n reoeired from Topaz 10-25*44* It is
our unders ftnding that he left Chloago & few days laij«r* —GRB



letter

in Joe Yoshida file

2-11-44 To: LINelseon (Poston)

Heurte]/March re Joe loshida, wife, and dauRhtei.
irefei Washington wire "arch |l from DS M”er. H-uote™ it is
the policy of /iIKAto disconiage dependents of men called
into the Army from returning to relocateion centers. Depen-
dency allotments are considered sufficient tomsupport
dependents outside. Everything possible should be done to
assist them in making adjustments in communi ty rather than
retitining to centers Eov/eTer, they should be permitted to
retuim to centers on the same basis as other indiv id138ls who
have been imalLle to make local adjustment in case they
insist sftei all other alternative have been explored.

--PCDaugherty



MEMOHANDISM

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

226 VI. Jackson Boulevard
Chicago, Illinois

December 18,1943

All Staff and Sub-Offices

Elmer L. Shirrell

Job Offers

Somctimo c¢.go vijo received an instruction from Washington regarding the
discontinuanco of job offers to the projects except for unusual and emergency

offers.

In ordor to make,the procedure uniform in our area, please be guided

"by tho following: .

1

. Such offors sttbuld b© sent direct to all projects and shou3.d

bo sent by mail, not teletype, giving an expiration dato.

Such offers should be definitely those which are unusual or
must be filled at the very earliest moment and cannot v;ait
for the arrival of people who are coming in to make job
applications,

Such offers should bo mndc in grent'detail, answering all
possible questionse In this rcgr.rd, wo should hold the
same standards as for the recent prize contest for the best
job offer.

It should be explained and stated in the job offer that all
persons who wish to apply for those positions shauld route
their letters of vipplication to the sub-offices conccrnod.
In other words, we are doing away with the direct contact
botv/een the prospective employer and prospective employee
and the relocation officer will act as the intermediator*

Nd11 the job offer is filled, the project should bo noti-
fied at once, preferably by teletype.

Elmer L# Shirrell
Relocation Supervisor



WAR RELOCATION AUTFTORITT
226 West Jackson Boulevard
Chicago 6» Illinois

January 11,1944

Dear Friendi

A national conference of Americans of Japanese ancestry will be held in

Chicago, Illinois, January 28, 29, and 30. Two delegates from each reloca-
tion center and delegates from each relocatiojti field area will meet with the
Director, Dillon S. Jfyerj Hr* E. G. Arnold, Chief*, Relocation Division;

Mr. John Provinse, Chief, CoBimunitj Services; and others.
The conference agenda vjill be:

(1) problems related to the future of resettlers and others of Japan-
ese ancestry in the United States

(2) Ifejor problems facing center residents in terms of their future

(3) Specific plans or proposals for creating better understanding
and working relationships "betweon the reset"b3.ers and the War Ko-

10cation Authority

Two delegates are to be chosen from the Chicago area* They may be Issei or
Nisei, and my be former center residents, voluntary evacuees, or Japanese
Americans who lived in the community prior to evacuation. TIe are requesting
you to choose the best possible persons from the (Chicago area delegates who
v/ill trul% represent the community.

Please state the names of the two del-Q ates of your choice on the enclosed
postal card and return it to us without delay.

Tliile we are writing this letter, wc want to assure B0u that yjb are anxious
to discuss with you at any time, any matter which concerns tho relocation of

your family or friends who may still be at oue of the projects, A simple
hospitality offer from you directed to this office, will enable us to send
the necessary invitation so that members of your or friends, may be
brought to Chicago, This office will be glad to assist in temporary and
permaneirb housing, as well as employineirt If you are intGicsted, please
come in and see any one of our Staff, who will be dolightod to help you with
plans for yourfamily.

Sincerely yours,

Kliiier L. Shirrell
Relocation Supervisor

Enclosure



WAR m  GATI(™ AUTHORITY

226 W. Jaclcson Boulevard
Chicago 6, Illinois

Februar”

TO; Ail Project Directors, Area Supervisors and
Relocation O fficers

SUBJECT: Area Changes

Beginning immediately the Indianapolis, Peoria, Rockford,
Milwaukee, Minneapolis, and Cliicago offices of the Midwest area
will be known as rdistrict officesll instead of as "sub-offices.**

Beginning immediately the Chicago district office will
be under the direction of Mr* Paul C* Dougherty, and correspondence
pertaining to relocation in the Chicago district area will be
addressed to Mr, Dougherty. Correspondence leaving the Chicago
district office will go out over Mr. Dougherty*s name.

The Chicago district office will be concerned with
relocation in and around the Chicago metropolitan area. The
Area office will have general supervision over the midwest
states of Indiana, Illinois, Wisconsin, Minnesota, the eastern
half of North Dakota, and the upper peninsula of Michigan.

Correspondence directed to the Midwest Area office
will be addressed to Mr, Vernon R. Kennedy, and correspondence
leaving the Area office will go out over his name.

Beginning immediately the Madison, ?Jiscon3in, office is
consolidated with the Milwaukee office. Relocation in the Madi-
son area will be directed by Mr, John H, Putz, Relocation O fficer
for Wisconsin with headquarters in Milwaukee.



Ter&oa Bolooatloft Sc”peiTIAop 4/19/44
Herbexrt Keao

WUR truing, April 19,1944, at 10845 Mr,
7 «hi tsukmio an 110110rabXy disebaz”™od Teteraa of th»
States Army »ade th« «ttaeh«d stateaent.

Herbert Keao
AttaohJMnt Holocatioa Offioer



wdu 19t X9U

2 _d mi p~™Xidallo fOr l«tt r f
Jtasm rf with Um Teteraui ilABliil»ttmtlesi of tli« Uait«d 3%&m
Sa9101r&ttut M rria.» Tmm tbm It* m » Trntmtm t
e °

Xtalked % ft mm and duriiig %4m wHmM% of t28
s«tiea# titm iutwrim w loplInd «»& is f«et» rr«ii stattdl
to im ~0en*% fAvi ktusm you9f« J«axw«« «ad Imit« %« strips

mgAl|URt Bt v _ oft* of la arodttdtleta cwrA ™ i
tli« iniH im about. «hi«h t got a lei®l flm ttjNi*
But 1« did x™ot do vasritiikg AOtoaXly % m *

So Xmat d «m to tim Pnllttttxi Od* «a& fillod out th«
ftppllefttlon btit It mm ttmmsmaey to g#t m fttm  %h»
Itevf 1 O012XA 6*" a job « Z dl411fi mw& m il |
%h§

That wtm %b» m& of it* 7li&t |« «11 tlit li»lp Ham
tM tfid $tata« Ssxtlm at*



W ¢ Le sing. R looatioa 1944
H«rb«rt K«ao, Helocation Off1Mr

M ffiealtles of Dlsoharged Soldiers 3««king ‘SmploymiA In Defense Plants

Durirg t\m  pest to\3t wds» «= haro b Trdsittid IBF four honorally
disthargxd ao<di«as trio all hed ha sam «dperiernex wion sexdklag «nploy-
mn% iN thi« aree AHamtheir stories it 1b googpoat that they har« ail
gpplied for wark through o INSlid  states Kgdloyesalfic Service Veteranm™
Dl alah ad hao 4TI 1IN =ftth cese K S»= ceaneri that > e
to their ase<tr|t th« United States Srployaot S«riHce eould ot g«t ttm
a jdx la eadh Gxe< lboy* are been referred to M™ Parye-
=ttits VE&Rea Mministy=pd01l ot the United Stk GITil 3@ « G
Alk<ilon»> locatad la th» HewPest Offlat BallAiug, IHlinoii. la

1 aeh e« M* Pty I® 8 11 0 1* 0 Oy
ablo plcdaii™ as afiteon laborers at #1800 per aanift*

Beeawvw Miss> Laarédin hes fourd it [ancsalbl© to plaxe these jmh, >
Hiji FaPXFdtes v ws* H'aoa at polat @ | oaotret™d ISgjor
mil tea I&teraal Seculty Offiotr of tl» Sixth SRniox Cosisard la
regard to th fecaorally diaehrged 9 Xdikkkedt @llig into priax nar plants
idthout prior franthd Prorcat Mnvdall Gareral*  Mjor Mill-
stead hex> Infomed sm quite «nphatieally that thi« proocedure is praetl-
anlly iInpos8ibl« % follow as all orders tr'm Wadargiaii definitely state
tihaii & pvrt"Tk ot Japasi#8<i ®ius568lii*y b® ®HcwrOd woark in fioy prifl® w”t
plant without th ProTaat VMardhael Gardral, s elearaaed >

la two cases in particular, thd boys had b««n highly qualified aa
regarding th«Ilr adueational baelcgrotuid* Oa« case that Dr* Jaooby hac
been handling is that of a bOy with »ontlis, servio# in Awustralia*

svrring undar Ckmeral MaoArthur la the M ilitary latalligwice, thii
young man i8 aot aaly «ntitUd to wear a Soutlmwt Paeme ribbon, but
h« has al« ocmteat 8tay<8 for th* N«w (Sttin iaraBioa* H® 1* titled

to a ton p«rc«at ©oiHS>®iu»tiom 410wing that tiie disability wi« ineiupw4
oil the lixie of duty* This young man has a Bachelor of Seldnce degx”i* la
ehealstry and is oertaiuly qualified as far as hl» educational baek-
ground la con Orn«d to be of prils» aa*iitaneg In €Bny on« of many plant*

In is ay#a dieacfe kiu)wX0dg6 &0 har#

Th® other eas# 1» that of a young mm ~hio was discharged froa Cajs?j
Sbalby du« to injuries Ineurred in tha line of duty* Thle siaa baa a
Baeh«lor,8 degree and is «t prw«at norklo”~ fear A. C. MdClurg Co#
non”scentlal induatry because h# do«® not hare Prorost Marshal el«aran «

THYaB sav®ral plants la thia aréa that are willing to
hir« these youag a«a as ecanon labor«s« at approXIAAtely 3«Y»nt™ emit



1Er« e 8

an hour* 8 wrwe it XdgieaX ctoasiderii™ edueatloneUl
baokgtouad that <« boys are e”rtaialy qualm b«tt»r jobs aad
th«t ir ««rTloe(i in U&jltod Stat«0 Fm««, should

b# 9nt|tX*d w Tk in ft plant of tlioir “o»a 9l10left*

Th» ana bsT» W and ijMilated thut no »x«ow e

be in 0 aa«Qtion with this report as “th<feare afx«ld of rp«r<
ovisslo&s on th» part of aom mm la th« tJ«S»X*S«

H«rb«rt K«od
MmXomtipa O tti Or



Memo To Edward M. Joyce
Fromr WW. Lessing, relocation officer
Bhicago D ist. office
Subject Perry Saito 5-22-44

Perry Saito.

For your consideration, we are herewith quoting a statement signed
by Raymond Best, proj. dir. at Tule Lake re a hearing in connectioh with the case of

"The Tale Lake Leave Clearance Hearing Boa&d has not reviewed
the trangcript of tlie interview and does not concur with Mr. Joyce*s
reconunendation. Thei*e is nothing in Mr. Saito*s docket, including
the interview given by Mr. Joyce, to indicated that Mr, Saito ever
acted as an intermediary in supplying espionage information to Japan.
There is an indication that his mother was suspected of such activity.

A fter a hearing before Enemy Alien Hearing Board, howdver, Mr.
Saitols mother was paroled, an indication that the evidence against
her was not strong. It is true that Mr. Saito classifieds himself as

g conscientious objector to war. WO do notbelieve, however, that
conscientious objection to war constitutes a sufficient basis upon
which to deny leave clearance,



MW If* L«s8111g A 5/31/U
i&dward U*'Joyoe <Wp

Ind® fifiltft Ingqv0 Hearing on Perr/ Sftito

This will agdsonledis rdceipl of your isao 6F May 23*

Contrary to the Cgreased belief or Prgjact Pirooctor Boat
as stated in hla letter to tto Director, | did act bese lay adxkaxa
roooindatlcm in eaoroetidn nith the Iea@ olearance h& aring of
Mr.Saito an th gauds of hi» being a consolortious  ooj«etor™

Tre caordintlon of evidoce ad teatin/ plus the fm t ihat
> Jgpantss Aattriean Joint Board withheld fi& a6 recoady&him
ad thiat 1®eXs™>y dhecking Mk Saitohs aotiiti<ia wae
all eavsldred ft Is rs* gpinion that this @n doud exdbaoer th
publio peece adn&cnraty gid IN@ka© with the m.r program by ad~
N vocatling those peouilar phi<Xcsophnlss Foroferrod to during hi® hoar-
iNnf# Rurther Tonifildanticonwes girm i to hia exderaiva iz’axdd ad
wice of oconiacta ad ths hanii he could db ™0 relocation
program, ad the of patrictl© »isei wo a®diiliNintly

N\ striving to owroga« prejudoo ad to prove their right to shar
the padNilaged ad obligations of N\aad@n el emihip*

V| fc fdeaYog reaffim origin”™ reeaanthcHdm in

ttil Ad stk h&x thlg A&l fodnw&redta the’ Dirastor as &
®fFdcEDt to th dodket of thi« aubject

To dat# X heire aodieted 43. 0101117a&™ Fparing ind
ha™ withheld favorable r«c B&ncatice# in onl/ tno Q%sm*

J:ni



226 W&t Jackson
CNiloago 111111G1t

TOs AXX BoXoc/tloit  fjflo*s-~liipisa,poli##
Mhaukese Oraler XIXImiii# Indiaii«<™oHs

FRQMI f Vefno?% H« KeimAtf
H«lo atlon St“"HMnristr

H«r« Is & copy of a wliioh we ree«lved from fch«
W ashington offio« relative to the killing of a Japanese
Aiaerloazi by a am tty at Tud# X"Uc«t

ITB t|m shdichi jamks oumoto,
FCKUKE HESIDHIIT HEART , 3 SH t|

81 SOTHT m TULI IJ(KB CKNTO WAISSDAT S
4ss D1sD IMH03Pim EDI\/'W/?I UlGaX. 001PTt
m ivm teuck nro”sxiiQ M M +to CBIit® wm
STCTPSP St T OUTSIDE GAfB, A5 fffi APPHOaSHED,
SSimr FIH3T 3TBUGK HIM ITITH BUTT QI £4AM THN
SHOT HM AT A.AS RAKS* FCS 3HQOTI»a HOT
ibt CLEAfi. MUPINM At SEmii kalte MMSIW
3EHTEI AlID ARK IM ITOS3TiaATIO8. HOS I Or
oxstimsM cg m £?,aosi acamusiiTi. ti"s facts have
Sm PCHIKD TO £3® BY 3 TOY IG _ AT QO 13IGS
HL.D HVIE THDRIDAX MOeHIKa*

h i D 3*Sim VA 1143HHaam



226 Jackson
Chicago

MEMORANDUM

TO: AIl District Offices of the War Helocation Authority
The following story has t n wired to all project newspapers:

fTHIT OlIICAGO DISTRICT OFFICE HAS LSAHIIisID THROXICH VARIOUS
SOURCES im T Ai: UNFO IOTOK IS BiOTG SPREAD THROUGH MANY
RELOCATION CSWTSRS EIAT CHICAGO HAS RSACHED THE ftSAOTIATIONw POINT
AS FAR AS mASTTII3”SI?r IS COUCCTED, TTIERS IS ABSOLUTELY KO THDTH
TO TFISSB HULIOR5. JAPANESE i"ERICMS IN tIETROPOLITAII CHICAGO HEPRESEIJT
LESS THAN ONE TEtmi O~ OKS PERGOT OF HIE POPULATION. EVERY INDXCATIOI
IS TH/IT S3S7ERAL TBIIfiS THIS OT"BISR OF RESBITTLEHS CM FIND EL"PLOMATT

mv irnvr aommiry” acceptance i®D it is our obsbivation tiiN

COtfINNITY AISD MPLOYKR ACCEFTMCE IMPROVKS 'wiTH SVKRY ADDXTIOHAL

resettlkr arriving i thk city, housing is easier to find today

THAN IT WAS TiHSN F T HESIHTTLKR AHRI HERE A YKAR ) a HALF

AGO« MORE AND MORS ? AR HANTS ARE OPEN & DO0IS ISSBi

AND IISElI  MLY XN CIHCAGO. MANY HDI*REDS OF JOBS ARE AVAXUBLE W W r.
WRANS OFFIOS Mm THOUSANDS OHROUGn THE O0O0OPSEATION ? THE U. S#
MAO'XHEKT SERVICE* CHICAGO ASKS NO PREFERENTIAL COUSIDERATXON PS
OOEPAEBD 7I1TH OTHER DISTRICTS THROUCH THE COJOTRT, BbT HSEIES TO
S11PHAS1ZE THAT HO ONE N |® GO BLSBVIHISHE BBCAUSS OF AllY CONDITION

S3CI3TING IN THIS CITY, THICK HAS 1SAUE ITSELF THHS IMS OF 4,000 R33SETT1S.3S,,

MW EXTENDS A ~IDOiam M D TO ALL OTHERS ifl0 JISH TO COVE HERB,.

10
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7-22-44

Ackerman of Kenwood Property Owners has had complaints regarding
Japan®©se-iiinerleans. 41 block on Ellis 4132, 4136 and 4138 also said
to Japanese—new objections and how to prevent sale* Acjarman says
no legal action as born Amaricans. Ellis Apt. on 42od now solid
Japaneso-itoerleanse No legal impediment. Japanese-Americans
discourage further resettlement. *-BRBrent«n

9-8-44 Paul Takeshita wants adrioe on eonditions in rooming house
contract* Owner agreed to make certain improvexaents idiioh have not
been made. Owner died and wife of owner wants to submit new lease.
W ill see lawyer of owners wife and call back later on suggestions
of lawyer and further follow up.

12-9-44 Opening 2 houses, boarding for boys. Took order. —CY



226 West Jackson Boulevard
Chicago 6# Illinois

August 10» 1944

Ur* 7ohn W* Lakens
Illinois Pablio Aid Conmlssion
160 North La Salle Street
Chicago 9 1111xiolb
Re: lohlro Takehara
Dear Mr»JLukenst

ICrs* Aiko Klda| sister of the above, «as in this office yesterday to
ask for his hospital bill. The subjeot arrived in Chieago

from .Detroit last We<3nesday where he had been taken 111* He left the
Poston Relocation Center the end of June» 1944. He came to Chicago

and after a few days left for Detroit*

He ims attended here by Dr. George Abelio, BEAbom 87251 “io made the
diagnosis of sinusitis* He was admitted € the County Hospital last
Sunday and is now in Ward 21t attended by Dre Hamilton, We have talked
with Dr* Hcuollton who makes the diagnosis of frontal sinusitis accom-
panied by abscess of the left eye. *The doctor states that he has been
very ill and Is now somewhat better; he states that the patient will
need hospital care for at least fifteen days more.

Ifzrs. Klda is unemployed. Her husband has recently gone to work at the
International Harvester Company in the tractor division, Mrs* Klda Is
pregnant and her husband is undoubtedly saving for her eonfinement. She
states that the mother9 a widow still residing at Poston* has nothing.
Mrs* Klda is very worried about the hospital bill vthicth. she thlziks Is
about $5,00 per &ay since her brother has signed an agreement to pay It
and Is not in a position to do so*

Subject .Is 21 years old, singlet citizen, bom in Spring Valley, Califor®
nla and was residing in Suimyslde, California» before the eiraeuatlon.

He has been employed In the p~st only as a farm laborer* EIs address

in Chicago is with his sisterf 15 West Srle Street*

Very truly yours,

G, Raymond Booth
Location O fficer



226 WEST JACKSON BOULEVARD
Chicago 6, Illinois

August 23,1944

MEMORMDIBI TO AH Project Directors

FRCIf Prudence Ross
Acting Relocation Supervisor

For s ome .time, the. staff of « he Area Offie. e and. of .the. CMc&go D istrict
Office have been greatly concerned over the need for careful, planning o
safeguard he'reloca ion oflreset lers under twenty years of age OOling
Into Chicago .wi hou madult.>:'Telatives«

We are most anxious to make, such reloca ion possible.under proper con-
ditions and feel hat the UTar Relocation.. Authority has a responsibility
for providing’as, far as .possible proper .conditions.-for :reloca ion,'parti-
mularly."where unat aoh.ed minors are concerned.

We haire requested that the Chicago Office be given advance notice when
such minors plan to relocate in Chicago in order that w© can make plans
for their adjus meii *

A series of/c.onfer.ences::have'.been., held'with, sta e and'local child welfare
agencies in Illinois and we have had offers of, assis ance from, bo h.s ate’
aiid local agencies in giving service to these young Deople*

On March S9, the foilowing wire was sent to all centers by Wayland W#
Lessing, Relocation Offlcert ttIf there are persons eighteen years of age
and. undex* who desire tbh leave .Project or: Chicago, :please notify, us .first*
Otherwise the blanket invitation stilllholds.** On August 7 because a num-
ber of rese tiers.. had..come in.ot Chicago simee our.March wvithout
prior notice to this office, a,fur her "wire TAss: sent:, by ‘Raymond Boo hi,
Relocation O fficer, as followsj ,fIn accordance with Adiainistrative Not-
ice No# 122, districts ..open on communi y. invitation beislb are declared
open for Hall families or individuals not presenting special problemsn#
Because of conditions peculiar o Chicsigo, we desir odefine 11 in
dividual® of twenty years of age or under, unless they are with a parent |,
.and. .familie  Qfijur ,6r .more as. consti uting. special 'problems* "This, put:
:bo h/groups, in "the .category of::”advance approval. pasest: for ..this district*

Sirice Admirffitrative Notice No* 130 outliii|;ng pelocation plans for un-
attached children.makes..|>rcnrisi K.mbdrv .sp©ciali B:a en jon.to:relocation
..plans for minors ‘through ei'gh eerv.years, of age® we wish o revise, the
above restrictions to the open community invitation as follows* .The
Chicago Metropolitan Area will be open under the community imritae ion

plan ..to all .:resettlers. .eyc”pt unat ached minors mighteen...years old or
less* This elimintate the restrictions concerning' the nineteen and twenty
years .old rese 1Gi%, although, "we i/voiald. like.: to ppiirfc'oii that: some of
these young people also are in need of'assistance and counsel from WRA

or local agencies# We should appreciate having advance notice of reloca-



tion of nineteen and twenty year olds bjit will not insist upon advance
approval by this office as heretofore*

The pla n outlined below has been developed by the Area and D istrict

S aff in order to bring our procedures inot oonformity with regulations
provided in Administrative Notice No* 130 and we believe it will pro-
viae valuable service to younger resettlers®

Relocation Plans for tinattached Children in Chicago
I* Youths .sixteen year mof. age and/under will tie referred to he
Illinois Aid Cc®amission, the state agency administering Social
Security funds* The Commission is placing on its staff a
qualified child welfare worker with responsibility.for handling
all .cases .referred: "by Ve shall .refers this'worker all
["[.youths..under .six een unaccompanied bymareilts or legal guardians*
The service offered by the Illinois Public Aid Commission will
include all phases of employment, housing, adjustment, counsell-

ing, .and c.oiitimaed serijriee so long'as.".i. may .bemeeded by he.
individual resettler*

11« The Chicago War Relocation Authority will approve requests from

:;,.-relooa 10n penters. for reloxsation of .seven e.en.and eighteen,
year old evacuees only upon receipt of a relocation docket for
these young people, including an.iirberview with .one..or'"both
.parents in order to learn their wishes* These docke s should
include information oonoerning the economic background of the f
family priDp to ©-evacuation, the type of (U3nunity in wMoh they
lived, as well as specific data concerning education®prfDr
employment, and relocation planse

,This age [rou|> also will referred o h© 1llinois Public
Aid Gpramission. for guidance.

111 It will be of assistance in planning for young people of
[ nty celling. .Chicago Wi”bhout parentyt.o re—
wei ftre:lo<ja/bipn..(dock®© s .concerning thenrprior ..ta. Larri-

wa in'Glnacagcu. Tiiis age group.iyill not;'need iie..aer-vichs of the
ms.ocia .sgeno'ies.. excep in unusual instances.

| wish to ye-e_hasi2e he fac hat his somewh$b complejx plan has been
developed in order to provice opportunity for constructiln© and Success-

ful life in Chicago for these resertlers* Like o her large cities,
Chica o offers experiences bo h good and bad, and i! is our hope ha

through wthis, means, we may'be able t;o insure tlia 'the .experience'of*

Lninors will be good and that their resettlement will be guccessifm and
appy.



RGN THORIT

226 W&t Jaeksoa BINdg*
~Chicago 6 .

Septavioer 29t 1944

TO

KM Gs> HayndM Booth
Beloeation Officer

The War Belocation Authoiity reeogaizes that it is an onergenej var-

tiae agency and tbat it 111119 in all likelihoodf be liquidated in
the foreseeable future* la Its .task of rei 6ating Japanese “Americans
there are at laast four elearly defined cities* They are:

1# The seourlxig of jobs fbr resettlers*

2* The securing of housing inlbrmatioB for resettlers*

3* Caring for amergeneies niiieh arise due to war displaoeiaents.

4* fbe discoTery and caltiTatioa of ooiBiaanil® goodfdll to the
eod tbat assistance of public azL private ageoeias and
individuals of goodwill should undertake insofar as they
find it possible such tasks as in their judgment will
facilitate resettlement for tlie eraecaees and provide against
soeial pzoblems islilch migjit arise dme to aieh resettlemente

e presartt organizational pdaa of. the Gdeago District Offiee of the
War Heloeation M tborlty is a simpllficatioa of procedures* Specialized
asslgd”nts to seTeral officers9 associates aud assistants have been
disoontinutd* Each is now adfised to k»ep informed of the vyer-all
program, of relocation* Evacuees idio oomo to our office will b© intOT-
! ienl regarding "diar total pdd<s®of r location aed not by several
persons about various problems they eaeotmtered*

The staff has been divided into two seetions* Three of the Relocation

O fficers spend most of their tisiQ in tlie field, cultivatizig good ro-

lations isith other minority groups, meeting arepreseatatives of employers

gjad 1811>03?, civ il ©3fgaiiiizEL*feions chfIX€USter_buildjLDg insiiitrtitiobs,

realty boardsf real estate ageats# Th© reiaaiiider of Hie

has been assigned to nork mainly in the office* They wL1l be respon-

sible for interviewing resettlers, corresponding with the centers and

contacting staff members of cooperating agencies. The clerical staff
been reorganized t*o fiuotction siGiro ssiootikly with tli© abov© arrangG -

ment*

Attached herewith is a list of oar staff m~bers together with their
telephone extensions.



aHCA3D OSTRICT OFFICE

TEIEm m
ANDover 3600

Ertensiozus

& Raymond Bo Chief of Distriet — 178

MiflorjL M-gLradfaoe 0 So sL78
Held Staff

Waylaad W Lessing, Chief of Fi«ld Staff »»  eealN— 198

volm £3eun il oo N— % — IL73

J«an £awaaoto9 stenographer « 0

Office Staff

illiam Klr«»StiBion. Chief of OffLee Staff —>~  ~__—~ 113
— — n —r rk-mtmntr —_ > 97

SiiitrliL Mosnrls <4rip> hw o 96
186

(2iity  Tlraorni __ _ — _
Clare Toder
Nobako IsM da, Secretary to e Klr-Stiaoii

Other Clerical Staff Meabers

Yaoahiko Nekatssa Bl Khara

Yasake Sueana SKiko Dotenoto

gel i Sk Shirley Tayeg.a
Edoeptionlst

NMeriko Nakajl _ w -
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WiB RSLOQIiriON AUTHCEmM
226 West Jackson Booleyard

Chicago 6, Illinois

Deceniber 3 , 19

MEICBAIDW TO: AU District Offices
North Central Area

ARCX Harold M Mann
Aetljog Heloe&tlon Sopervlsor

Da Deoeober 27 we ubmitted to the Wa&hington Office the
asm of a person requesting transportation to return to

the West Coast fdth a rftgcist as to how « should aseesriain
ivhether he is excluded from returning there. The reply in
part read & follows't

»HI8 certification that he has been named

b the Western Defense Command for individual
exolasion will be safficient proof for WA
purposes.N

Pending farther clarlfioation, we wHIlInterpret this as
meaning that a certification” in other nords® &signed
statement bj the Indiridoal stating that he has not been
named bj tho Western Defense Commezid for Individual exeli™>
sion will be considered as meeting the requlreaients oat»
lined In Seetlon X$0*I*7 0(l)(a) of the Manual.

It is suggested that eaoh distriot office prepare &aaall
number of typed copies of a statement similar to eneXosed
sample, and that & certification of this be made &
part of the record of eaeh individual for vfhoia transporter-
tlon to the West Coast is paid*

Baelosare
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226 W t Jaokson BooleTml
Chieago 6, XXlinoia

Dai#

Xe«rtiiy that X hftv« reoeiT”~d no notie* from. th« W«st«rn
D«f«n9« Coonandf or from, asgr other 8 areef «3*ading 10O

from anjr part of California,l shix~ton, Oregon, or isona.

Address

RELOOMC®! AUmMEITI
226 Wst Jadcson _Bou_Ievard
Chicago 6# Illinois

Bat«

I e«rtifjr that 1 havs reoeiT«d no notion from th« Weatmi
D ftfens. G id, or frosi angroth.r souree IndI2)g e

from any {i«ri of Callfomia# W&ll1llgion# Oregon™ or Arlssmia*

Agrees



WAR RELOCATION AOTHCBITT

226 West Jackson Boulevard
Chicago 6, Illinois

January X ,1945

MEUOEANIXJU TOs AU D istrict Offices

FROM*

North Central Area

Prudence Eoss
Acting Relocation Supervisor

The folloirlng information has been received from Washington
in response to a request loade by this office:

wWNo further indefinite leave cards will be isaaed
or leaves processed*

nAll Areas on West Coast will be open on Janaar”
3 for evacuees cleared by Army*

AParagraph 7 of Proclaiaatlon 21 refers to orders
establishing relocation oenters as isilitazy areas
and governing rights of ingress and egress. These
orders not being lifted until Jantiarj 20 In order to
allow time for processing of Axmy”s atop lists *



letter from Los Angeles

Feb.1,1945

Dear Paul:

Eeceived ”~oui eard during holiday season with ell the good
wishes for the season and the new ”“ear for which | thank you very
much. “as not suie ~ust wheie you were ss so many have p-one el swfehere
after xelocati on..... Have had about 500 letter in past two months
from friends all over the nation, most from the .centers mntin? to
know aoout the general condition here, have met manj of friends
here duii ng the past month; “arl ato (fojrmeil”™ bookkeeper in

wholesale market), also a fellov; by name of U”eta, buyer for store at
Manzanar, he has xe turned again, Dies Murakami and Susuki (former
X-ra®™ man at Japanese hoSpital he xe), the” have gone to Popton out

vill return, . Mui ar.ami will open his office here, the fellow toko
had the National stores on U Main , can 't ieca.ll his name now,
also came with his don-in-law, i*r. Goto and his family fxom Heart

Mt. the”™ have gone 6ack to Heart Mte but will return to make permanent
residence here, man® more have come, i'oda came here several times from
Poston, he had the ity ~all Grill ecxoss from City Hall formerly,

manjr have good joos here, at pic sent the i”asadena homes want gardeners,
cooks, dome Stic, not many white coll&r joos have developed as et out

all kinds of help is needed cadlj, the drawback -is housing, the
govexnment has luilt many emits in all parts of the count they have
xemovea 100 eo ozed families to <atts in new government housing and
plenty more going up, also at Clawson and lameds very large number of
units sre oein~ built and will be ready in April for colored. This s
8 vexy busy place, L.A. is now 2 million population. If it is
possible to get housing everytiling is hunkj-d oiy ss the Military has
fill charge of the xeturn of all who desire to come; one broadcast
(hill-oill™~ show) on the sir for 16 ”“ears made some derogatory remarks

about Japanese and the xer™ next broadcast he m8de an aoout-face and
apologized, stating that he had learned from the Militai> that these

people had the same right here as an”rOae else, | happen to know that
he was ”told offn the Military in no uncertain terms; recently a
fellowx who iis manager of Hut store ~"former --iia Co. ¢) a knichi, ptit
out oirculars for a meeting to be hel6 over the store on 19th of
Janusi}/, well | read the circular and it stateed that the colored
people should be allowed to stay in the stores and leaned stDon”ly
against the Japanese leturnine-, so thi© Lird, while distr ioutinff the
circulars spied me scross the street and jelled 0 me to wsit he
wanted to talk to me, so he hsnded me a circular and | told, him 1 had
already looked it over, | told him that he had tetter be careful as

the Militarj ms; start proceedings of abatement against his store, put
a Military lock on his door, also he may find himself in the hoose-p-ow
so he got somewhat sc red and said that we aie not against the Japanese
I said that the cireulai aid not sound that waj, anjhow the meeting was
hela and the Ma”ox, hief of Police, churches, etc. had lepxesentfitives
there ana gvgi®one went Ndown the line"100 for return of Japanese and
even made a itsolution of a special welcome to them, even the coloi ea
who were there oia the same. (Was talking to Pathex “avei,, the other
daj over the phone, invited him to ainner at Yet ~ttong Low, ZZ9i E.
1st, he asked me how in the world | have oeen sole to keep oody
whole with all the fight® and arguments | hate had in the past few
Nesxs, well, during the past 6 months there has oeen no arguments, the
mein reason fox this is the fact that there has een so much in the
papeis aoout the wonderful work done bj the Japanese American soldiers



Le t tei

and especially "the oys who saved the lost oattalion and now since the

Nilitar”™ is in Charge of the situation these few , ep-psM who bsve been
louo against the return of Japanese have to keep their Mraps r shut;
man™ of the Japanese who have re turned are surprised when the”™ make _
xeseivations fox hotel rooms when the” axe cordially treated, most of
them hé&ve teen goinp- to Civil Hotel(W corner of First and “an Pedro
foxineil™ Ixlitako Hotel) also to El riey Hotel,6th and ”~an Peoro, this
is s 10 stor™ hotel, the”™ always have a few transient 100ms. The”™ are
also surprised in poing about towTi that thejy bib unnoticed and

treated wonderful in theatres and stores, in fact | have purchased
rnan® articles for manj; in the centeis and told them just who they were
for, mainly to start a conversation and get a resl reaction, .every one
of them were .for the return of the Japanese and were of the opinion
that it was not right that they oe evacuated in the first p+aee they
speak of the rotten fruit ana pxoauce and teiriole cost of it, | know
pleni*y aoout that too, half of the stuff coming in to wholesale
maikets is condemned, poor handling, too much harvested at one time,
over half the celery has twice the solution allowed by ~tste law to
kill Mips), | have seen htndreds of crates daj after day condemned,
also sll kinds of other produce.

We aie now getting: 8 fine rain for past Z aa”s, first rain in a
month. LA broke a 66 year record for no rain in January, it has "been
the uest winter in man j;ears Fut no eood for farmers, now the rain has
come and th.ej will oe sble to ,Re"t the ground ready for plowirigl we
do not get too much lain all at one.........

H.A. Bernardo
Km511-704 spring
Xs An”~slss 14, 8 1 *



Heroh 26,1945

HOOBASIOT TOt Norwood A* Bildlliftan, Relocation O fficer
iBdlaaapolis District Office

mm 2rud®ac© B 3S# Aetiag Belocation Supervisor
North Central Area

Attached Is a breakdom of th® field work in the districta
together with a number of interview blanks.

Please coaplote an interriew blank for each iateiryiew you
have with a riasettler making plans for relocatiog bis

f ily or relatives* These intsrTiew forats siioald. be

¢ Mpldt@ exioughi so that aay B8 caii unddrotand euad us®© thtisa
at a future datee You should sponci by far the greatest
proportion of your tiiae for the next fsw weeks laaklng these
reports. It is Uoped that ~ou will have completed th©
first report on the reaettlers in your district within the
next fev weeks.

TJie rating ~lank Is to be coiaplatod, shoitiag how you sp@n”

jroui* tifli© iaBt wQ6lc and f*or Heart two W98ks»
Both the rating fom and the iatervisw foim sliouM be sent
In by the end of two w§eks.

Attacbments



War Relocation Authority CA-116
226 West Jackson Boulevard March 3 1945
Chicago 6, Illinois

MSMORANDIM TO: Center Residents and WRA Staff

Social agencies throughout the Midwest have been fully infoimed on the war*s
dislocation of our Japanes©-American population and have already assisted a number
of Center resiaents in resuming normal lives dgain> according to Miss Prudence Ros
Acting Supervisor of the North Central Area. Services of both private and publfc
agencies will be available to Japanese-Americans long after WRA has been liquidatec

Grants fjeom the Resettlement Assistance Fund are not limited to emergency
situations nor are they strictly beliefll Grants are made on the basis of need,
and a need may be defined as any obstacle to resettlement. A number of employed
resettlers have requested grants for their travel expenses to a Relocatipn Center,
for the purpose of helping their family or parents leave the Center* Others have
requested grants to purchase furniture or to rent larger apartments or houses on
having their families join them in a Midwest community* Suchfinancial assistance
is not a loan but an outright grant to minimize for the evacuee undue stress and
worry over finances in trying to begin life over again in the world outside the
Centerse

A young married woman who is expecting her first baby and I/vhose husband is

in military service will receive from the Resettlement Assistance Fund for
household furnishings shortly* She'will set up housekeeping for her mother, now
in a Kexocation Center, and a married friend, also expecting a baby, who will join

her soon from another Midwest city* The welfare workers were glad to assist this
young woman in making a budget of her household needs.

U atil recently most of the Assistance grants to resettlers in the Midwest have
paid for medical services-—dental, eye and internal siirgery and hospital bills and
daily living expenses for persons having long4term illnesses such as tuberculosis
or infantile paralysis. In the case of seveX older Issei who suddenly had a
stroke and died, Assistance grants paid for hospitalizatien and funerals.

An evacuee arrived in Chicago vdth his and three children during a cold
mnter spell* As the family had been living 4~ a Relocation Center on the hot
Arizona desert, the wife and children needed Thann clothing* A family service bureav
gave thean money to purchase warmer clothes, fuel~for their dwelling, and additional
funds for incidental living expenses until the evacuee received his first salary-
check*

Future issues of the Field BulXetin from the North Central Area will include
the names and addresses of social agencies #iich have assisted resettlers either
financially or in family planning# The names of the resettlers will be withheld*
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AR [I"OOATIOH AUTHORITT
226 ©3t Jackson Boulovarol
Chicago 6, Illinolo

Aprill7, 1945

HEMORAKDDM TO: A Il VRA Offlcaa
Relocation Centers

Recently thore have boen seTaral staff changos In the
Horth Oontral Area- Slner B, Iscjkson, who ?#as RoXooation
O fficer in ~ijmeapolia, has resigned from the staff of the
7ar Holocatlon Authority* 1"iXton O Gkjuther, Rolocatlon
O fficer in chars® Graator Illinois D istrict O ffice,
liaa been traD.eferrod to the .Jar Pxroduotioa Board,

WiXlian K« Hollands who haa been in charge of tho Oiaaha,
IJobraoka, relocation office> has been tronsforrod to Tul®
Me© Rolocatlon Oentesr* "Poadlnc assignment of new reloca-
tion officers to thes© thx*ce offices, nail should bo ad-
dressed to thorn as follows:

ViilliaEi Klr-Stiiaon
Actings Holocation O fficer

Greater Illinois District Offloo
226 !70st Jackson Boulevard
Chicago IHlinois

S# Allca Alfirioh

Acting Relocation O fficer
543 Midland Bank Building
Ilinnoapolis 1 ,11lllnesota

lira, Frnaoes Il. Ilotz
Acting Relocation O fficer
City National Bank 3u3.1ding
Goahp 2, Nebraska

A A u [ vy vy

Prudence Ross
Acting Relocation 3upe



WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
226 West Jackson Boulevard
Chicago 6, Illinois

Aprillg8,1945

MEMORANBUM TO; -All District Offices.
North Central Area

SUBJECT: Housing Resources

TJievproblerahousing large numbers of family groups within the very
few months in which.it appeals that resettlement will largely be effected

. is the'majOT'problem in the. Tariqus districts ©6f the North Central Area*

In this nieniorari.duiii wd W ill attempt to suggest ways to laake use of every
possible resource for meeting this problem. ¥e will not attempt to lay

out a hard and fast program to be fo 110wed by each district office since
methods will have to be varied from one con unity to another, but rather
we vdll suggest ways and raeans which may be effective in most, if not
all, communities. Possible resources are given in the outline below
with-some supplementation of the outlined items in the second section*

I. 110using Outline
A. Housing- Types Available

1 . Rental

. a. Apartments or houses privately ovmod. (Substandard
more likely to be available,.)

b. Apartments or houses publicly ovmed or operated.

c. Stores and offices. s (Where local ordinances permit
their use for dwellings. Check v”ith OPA rent control
or city building commissioner,)

d. Trailers (Public and private trailer rentals.)

e* Houses held vacant for sale may be converted into rental
- . by discussing, housing probleir. with owners,

2, Purchase

a. Individual homes.'
1V SRR B |

b. ' Rental inccane property (including rooming houses and
110tels as well, as multi_apa3?tmeiit..bii.i'ldings).



3, .In connection v”ith “employment.
a» Domestic jobs* (Wife domestic, husband share room, work
elsewhere, etc )
b. Clubs, institutional joTas.
c* Housing which can be arranged in connection with opera-
tion of own small business. (In same building.)
d. Housing provided by industrial or couimerciaX employers
in order to attract and hold their employo'es.
- . n / " 1..
4. Teinlporar)i H.olusing
a. Hostels
bu IMCA, TICA 'In Chicago MCA offers housing for Wlattached
men and tvoincn, and fsunilieE),) f'
A w V-
c. j Hotels
d* In homes of concerned*individuals.
Cooperating Groups and Individuals o
1* Individual resettlers planning family;, reunion*
2* R”™al estate associations and indivi'dual* companies,
3. Housing sub-committee of resettlement committee.
Housing sub-comi ee of rosettlers organizations.
5 National Housing Agency.
6. .Federal Public Housing Authority.
7. Local housing authorities (such as Milwaukee Housing
Authority and Chicago Housing Authority.)
8. War housing centers. (Federal or locall
ey 4
9 Other rooming and housing registries* public or private,,
(YMGAs and YICAs frequently have room registries.)
4 ee op |
10. Qommercial and mservice organizations (Ghambers of Commerce,
Kiwanis, Rotary, Optimist, et3 )
11 USO (for families of servicemen).



*

Specific Methods of Locating Vacancies

1* Establishment or utilization of a central registry to which

all interested organizations and individuals can refer
housing information and to which applicants for housing
can ap'ply*

2* Employment of a part-time or full-time worker by the
centrally responsible organization to operate or work in
the central registry, (In some communities, Community
Chest funds have been made available for this purpose.)

Answering Mor rentr, advertisements in newspapers by
direct mai®l, telephone calls, or in person. (Amplified
in Section I1.)

4. Canvassing of real estate companies, apartment house
managers, and owners of large blocks of rental properties
by direct hil, telephone or personal contact.

5* Securing the cooperation of every interested local person,

including especially resettlers in making known to the
central registry every possible lead for housing.

6. Interesting individual churches in assuming responsibility
for housing one or more families as a project of the whole
. church or one of its organizations*

7. Advertising directly cooperating 2ganizations or by the
WRAitself in local newspap€3rs “through want advertisements,
{.Prior, approval must be secured before district offices
insert ¥Jant advertis omonts at..government expense. This
device will, prosujnably bo-used only in exceptional circumstances

.8.: .Qpnvassing ctluth |nstl/b|rblons o.lytaiii euiployment with
housing. .

9* Interestiiig large employers-in providing housing for pro-*
spective employees* Thiere have been instances where emDiovers
have- purchased or built houses in order to attract additional

' . SoniG—bnipaiiies willing "to go to groat lengths o
prOV|de I|V|ng accommodatiojis.

Il. General Housing Informatlon *f

A, Public Housing

LLIVN .>|| :
There ard sovoral Federal agencies vjhich may bo of help in

Responsibility for the actual finding of housing should be delegated to
other agencies insofar as is possible. Only as a last resort should the
district office assume this responsibility directly. In all instances,
tho district would work very closoly with the agency taking responsibility.



meeting the housing needs of resettlers* The'National Housing
Agency (NIA) is the agency which coordinates an(J establishes
policies for its three main subsidiary agencies, the Federal
Public Housing Authority (FHIA), the Federal Housing Adminis-
tration (FHA.), and the Federal Home*Loaii Bank Administration,

The Hones Use Division of the Office of the Administrator, NHAj;
operates War Housing Centers which are partially financed with

funds in some coBimuiiitiese t also advises on tihs
operation of locally-financed H mes Registration Offices in sonfe
other commuiiities. These centers serve as a central point in the
conpunities where vacancies in existing housing, may be registered
and where war workers may be refa“rred to such vacancies.

Tlie Federal. Public Housing Authority (FPHA) constructs and
manages/either directly or through a local hous.ing authority,
housing built with Federal funds and known, as "public
housing,f Memoranda are being sent separately to each district
in which vacancies are known to exist in public housing projects-.

Through the .Home Owners Loan Corporation (HOLC) the government
leased cort™in. structures from private owners for a period of
S8ven years, and converted these for multi-family dwelling
purposes. This is generally lenown as Federally-~finaneed con-
version, No more now leases are being executed and no new
Federally-financed conversion is being undertaken* The manage-
ment of the converted dwellings has been assigned to the Federal
Public Housing Authority. Tho FHIA generally dosignates a local
real estate broker in the community to handle tho managemont of
the property, including the renting of vacancies resulting from
turnover, collGctivo ronts, and otherwise taking care of the
govGrruTLontinterests, A [list of brokers is being sout to
each district in which the FHIA. has made such dosignation*

The Federal Housing Administration (FHA) insures loans for

the construction and purchase of single-family and multi-
family dwellings, Somo FHA-insurod houses aro, for sale others
aro. for rent. This is pi-ivatoly-finaneod housing,

Relocation officers should explore all of tho public and private
housing resou3?cos in tho coininunity. The' best sources of in-
formation locally are the local housing authority, the War
Housing Gonter, the local. offic. of.tho 'tho .real .estate
board, and the local homo builders association. Not all of
these agencios exist in ovory conputiityl of coursg¥*.

The Ohicago~rogionai offico of the -National'Housing Agency has
agrood to give ust upon request, complete information about
ho”ai-ng® p& ources;and .agonoies. ..in .any..locality in this area.
Relocation officers should forvjard all such re®uesFs for in-
formation to tho-Area office, and:wo will undertako to obtain

.for you tho information desired from the National Housing Agency.



B* Home Purchases

It is not generally our policy either to advise a person to
mmeet Ms lioasin® needs by purchase or to advise against such

a plan# We have been advised by Federal Housing officials that
real estate prices range from 20 to 45 percent higher than before
the war. Average down payments are high, averaging about one-
third of the sales price. Based on prewar evaluations, the
large ddwn payment is frequently simply a payment for immediate
occupanoy and is in the ostiuiation of some real estate men to
be regarded as a net loss should real estate values return to
nG mal,s In Chica-sdshomos in tho $5,000 to ~7,500 class have
shown a price increase between 1941 and 1945 of 44 percent.
Loans are not normally available today at reasonable rates of
interest to cover more- than 50 porcont of the inflated selling
price on most homes* This factual informatioix Ilay be given

to resettiers contGiaplating purchase. Prospectivo purchasers
may secure some ostimato of the real value of tho piece of
property which they aro about to purchase by requesting a
Federal Housing Authority appraisal for loan purposes* From
the report made by the Federal Plousing Administration as to

the. amount the%/ would bo willing to Hoan, some reasonable)
estiraato of the real value of a property may bo obtained,

» Specific Methods of Locating Vacancies

f is to bo usod oxtonsivoly for locating vacancios,
caro should bo takon by sotting up files and listings and ro-
ciiGcking tiiGiii as each, letter is sont outp about a vacancy so
that not moro than ono lettor is sent in response to a certain
advortisomont on vacancy. Also vjhon tho vacancy is filled by
a rcsettlor, another listing should bo kept to bo used in case
of another vacancy.

It may bo vjgll to word tho letters so that tho rocoiver does not
have an opportunity to say ,mon and through cxporicnco in somo of
tho district offices, it has boen found bettor to give a telephone
number rather than asking for a return of an onclosod card or
letter. Personal conversation somotimes results in success whoro
tho roturn of a card will fail.

n using tlie direct mail ..plan, it will first "o nGcessary o
establish, a listing of people thals may bo intorcstod in accepting

AniGricans of Jap8ligsg doseout* Tliis can bo dono by q tGlcphoriQ
book, but oxporioncG siiows that it is much more scitisfactory to
foXlow tho n TijspapGrs and write to "tiioso pooplo who ape advoirbisiiig*
Aftor oug or more real Gsta/tG moil beoOmo iirtGrested in "tliG housing
of Amoricans of Japanese doscont, it is advantageous to go ovor

tho coraplote program with thorn and ask permission to use their
naniGs as roforoncos in finding housing through other real estate
mon.



District offices may be intcrostod in attempting to got housing

by the direct mail method to church organizations. In the
ease of the Catholic Church, the Bishop or Archbishop should
bo intorviewod prior to this effort and if he will give his

.Pgmission your letter woulS. have more weight if it carries
a statomont of approval by a ropresontativo of tho Church.
This plan is being used offectivoly in the Chicago district*

Prudence Ro.ss
Acting Rolocation Supervisor



VAR KELOShTICN MUIHOHITI
226 'Vest Jackson Boulevard
Chicago G, Illinois

May 1¢ 1945

idBIISRANDOM TO: A'll Project Directors
Relocation O ffices

aTTISNWION Heporta O fficer

Supplementing our news release of Aprillds 1945, in
regal'd to the Sheltons Nebraska, incident» the tvj
letters vhich are attached mi/ bo of interest and may
be used in the project newspapers if deoiredo

The latter from Hi Korematsu indicates the adjustment

which the Individual reaettlsrs ivho wore involved In

the Shelton Incident have been able to make, and th©

letter from Joseph T V taTas United states attorney

at OjEiiihaj indicates the effective cooperation which the

Var Keiocation nuthority and the resettlers received from
another bi'&nch of the United stat©3 GovepDmento Mr V tava*s
letter v/as sent by hiia to many of tfes signers of the petition
which v;as being passed in the Shelton areas asking that tho
reseftlers leave their employment on the Lippincott farm ther

Harold M I*ann
Acting Helocation Supervisor

Attaciucents

Y 319
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/ Noel Cover
*priX 1z0 1945

nebra“ka
UxB U K» 1101land
208 Gity National Bank Bldg©
Omaha Z9 Tiebr&eka
Dear SErc Holland j
Ve aro ixov; located in Gozadf Nebraska .6 are vaoriciJi® fbr
Kir* Noel Covers and wO are the corjnuaity of Oozad very

friendly tm<i MO fO3i quit© £I> homo

e did rocT t leu™iHf ohylton bcciiU e 0 htd put in so much
of our tiac L»ad effort In ft-rirdne; hov.svor, i Ince tlio things
bocaiao too unpleasant tor ust v© vere £lad to le«ive bootiUE»e
it vias no Wa for uis to sta;® vhore we ooulc not so© 1liy future
in It

“© certainly vjaat to tliank you nd Ix., Pormoter Tor all th©
support and. assistance that you have given as in tha VQCitnt
incidentd

"Q hope that whenever you ixave time vie hope ttett you v.*ill be
able to vinlt us in C 2adc Nobraska

i*r« Noriaoxi Taaab© ajad Hr* | Uyenori hf*vo jilreudy found a house
for tliecias® Ues and their family# 13r. Uyoriiori will call his
fmily about the first of ?eto Omitchi will stay until his

ohiXdroa finisii this school aeraotiter and he will co”e hero
after that d are quite happy to bo la Ooaiid because vie coq a
hotter future hore than vhtre t,e ver© before®©

Vory aiaccrely yoursO

/s/ Hi Soromteu



cwr

OinalikK® Hebruaica
iiprlil 194S

i)©ar "»IP5

He: Posjsibio Violation of “ootioa3 51 and 53#

™ T™M N - - -

It viae brout®it to iliy atitentiaa tbiwt there app ears to bo a
poasilbla of the eforemiid tv® tiGOtti as b certain porsotus
ia tho Jhelton-Olbboa con,;unity A'or your convenieaoe aac) im'orjsatioaj,
permit ao to nn'j tJaat Jection 51) Xitlo 13a United states C de$ reeds as

follov”s:

Hf two or iiiore persons oonaplre to injured oppress, threaten,

or IntinidQtQ aay citizen in the free exeroiae or enjoyment of
on/rlI~t or privilege ooured to him by thy Constitution or

lav;a of t&e United Statent or beoau”e of his hsiviar> so ez”rciaed
the sane,, or it tm or moxe persons in disguise on the

or 3tho preraiaee of aiiothcr, vdth intent to prevent or hinder
his free Oxercjl&e or ©njo”ent oH tiny or privilege so
s"Curodji®riey shall be fiaod not. more tihusa "S"OCX) find laprisoaed not
mora than ten years8 v~hail® moreover, bs thereafter IneXi(ribXa
to any offioo™ or place of honor9 profit, or trust created by

the OoaatitutioJi or lav® of the United states n

Jectioa i>29 Title 3BCU C f}C8 reads as followe:
nMoovQAf urifiar color of any law, ordia nce# recu®”™i np
or aoston, WXfu32y subjects,, or cauBe-i to ho fiubj<xjtod# any
inhabitant 0? any Nerritory”™ cr district to the depriTatioa

of any ri(hts™ privile::© 5 or irjrmnities secured or protected by
the Coast.ltotioa and laws of the United status9 or to different
paiiXEilmBn%Bv p \Im or ponutltjtes® on account of isach. inhabitant
beixig «m or be of* liis a Lor0 y 3Ri<se toan are
presoribtsd for th« ptmitvimont of citizenss £>hall be fined not racre
tluan vl 80000 or jjaprieoned not aore than ono year,, or both*¥

as vQiy often JUfAi"ens® upoja invG3tinaH n it turns out that tlie
Naot™ ax*e uotucivlttit diff&rQnt than tho complaint Sbr that r3aso»9 | oia
Kritiug you aixd aoverul otherst rsqueatia,; that you toll me5 if you
tahat you knov/ about this if thero iu aay«s

The subotaac© of th”j eomplaixut i{3 that th”~e bna been or~uaisied
a ooi5L"iittee in vchloh eom© rmbllo offioiula pi»rticipAt®d9 the objective
of the ooaoerted action belnt®; to aompel tho raaoval oi* certain cltlr.ens aad
also ono or tv;o Japaneae all Viboa aro at* Japmiouo &nce tryj>

vii wora hired to operate the Lix"pinoott faiaa



Th reasoa | ara ritiing to you is tliut it was brouglrt to ay
attention tnat you probably know considerable about this iaa*tter# espeetally
pertaining to a oertain called meeting5 a petition that was prepared &t
tho meeting, and certain represeatetioas that vtei*© made to the employers
of thsse people and to *th©se people of ~Tapanese ancestry per30nally

X %ant to mke it plain th?at | aa moarely wishing inforiaation
Xiia”e not reached any oplnioa as to whether or not there has been any
violation of the law« As & matter of faott | do not have any eYidetxoe
on which to base an opinion at this time* |If you care to give me a state®
meat as to what you knovj about this siattor, it v*1.H be appr@ cleted

Very truly yours9

/s/ Joseph T T7otava
United States Attorney



WAR RELOCATION AUTHORIJT,
226 West Jaokson Botilevard
Chicago 6, Illinois

May 25.1945

MEMGR _M TO: AIll Prbjeet Directors

PM i PrudeiiQ®© Ross
ActiBff Relocation Superv~Lsor
Uorth Central Area

The 'Travelers Aid of Chicago has been most helpful to
ressfetlsrs arriTiE” in Chicago or passing through, during
the eiltir© relocation program, Ifi orddr fflak© © fficieiit
service possible, certain mininom information is required
when the Travelers Aid or ml© Chicago D istrict Office is
requested to meet an evabue®, such as th”™ exadt arrival
time, nara® or laumber of train, railroad and station

which ths train is arriying, age of individual and a
d«s<sription of clothing* There are seyea

stalioxis ill Chicago and Uiiiess spdpi®ic inforBiatJiofi is
givoiij ill is "h® traiii# ThSr0 haT©
‘meOrtt:is:W 6rallnstan9eslately::'wh©Te™:1 .h© inf rma'bioiigiv'e3i
by "h© project priortih®© arrival of/fche individual
b©@n so inaoourap« or thai; it;, has nol been
possible for the War Relocation Authority or the Travelers
Aid to”~100ate the traveler™

If the i3 iU and needs to be m_ a wh 1-
ohair or a stretcher”™ the nature of iXlaess arM physical
condition of the individua 1 should be given, also the

space nuwiber he is bopupyiag* W will fippreoiat© yowr
dboperatioa in. this regard*

Prudence R ss.



WAR RELOCATION AIOTOEITY
226 'Jest Jackson Bculeirard
Chicago 6, 1llinoia

JUN 1 1 1945
\VYARFRELOCATION
authority
~  LA.CAL
June 1 ,1945
_ORi_UM TO: AIl Project JUroctors
ATTERTIOKj Helocation Program O fficer

IhQ su™>3.©niontary Field Bulletin, describing additions
to and deletions from the North Central Areats ccaiplete Field
Bulletin of 159 &ttached«

10 Chicago, Ce&e™ Milwaukoe, St« 101ls and Indianapolis
Districts report no change since their Field Bulletin of 10

Prudenc© Boss
Relocation Supervisor

Attachments



MINNESOTA AVD EASTMi IIOHTH DAKOTA - Evelyn M, Carroll "’
Acting Relocation Offjycer
5AB M.dLand Bank Building
Minneapolis 1 Minnesota

FIELD BiSLLTrn.il DICMCHIBBJG OCAT OPPCHTmMaTHSS im.IBCESOTA A:D EASTERN
WORTH DAKOTA AS OF JIM 1 .19450

Additions to Employment Suranar® and Job Offer Digest of Hay 1?
Male
ASS”? SIC[?PBa CL"RK Prefer men under 4 years of a”e; no experience
necessary; 51 week;1™~ over 4 hours; $125

to #135 per montho

I&ist be e”ericnccd dinner or fry cook; cafe
seats 75 to 80 people5 S4 per v#eekj cafe has
sleeping room for single man

Must be experienced; on private estate 10 miles
from city limits; 2125 per month*

GKEASER Lubrication man for IUnrieapolis garage; Issoi
or Nisei; 32«5 per v/eekj hour week

Automotive service industry; no experience necessary”
$5¢ to 60¢ an hour; 5li hour v/eek| over 4 hours.,

5 Issei or Misei wanted; Minneapolis paper C(jmpan,Y5
60¢ an hour to start; 64¢ after 3 days; 6?¢ in 96
days; 56 hour v;eek;lj over 4 hours«

PREbSERS + wanted; Aiust be experienced! hand and machine
presser on silks, woolens, etc; 64-3/W to 9 ~ an
hour*

WRAPPER AM) PACKER 2 vranted| I™inneapolis garment factory”™ no exp.“rience
necessary; 75~ an hour; 48 hour woek;1” over 4 houro,

Male or F ~le A Nl

GEI'ERAL FACTORY WORKEIIS 25 to 3 \?ented; Issci or Nisei] packers™ asseiablcrs”
and machine operators for toy factory; no experience
necessary 1l industry will train| starting viage .fox*
v/ioraen# 60¢ an hour; 65" to 75" ~O™ nenj 5i v/ieek|

ij over 4 hoursé6

SILK SGREEI'J PROCESS »0RK13iS 4 waitedj 60¢ an hour while training; raised as
ability is proven; after trainin®”® vdil average $2¢
an hour; 4 *hour v®ek



ARTISTS

000 ¢

DOICBSTIC

MACILIME OPEMTOHS

PRESSSRS

.STENGORAPHEH

Female

2 wanted; hand painting on souvenirs for Uinneaix)!!”

concernifexperi_ence desirable but not essential)
50¢ an 1Mur while training should avera epproxi

mately ¢30 a v/eek to starts after 5 to 5 weeks!
trai.ningj earnings on piece v/ork should average
to 84% per weokj post v/ar future*

Must be experienced dirin®* of fry cook; 20 per
week*

Sin~Le girl preferred; general housewc”k; must be
experienced cook| starting via“e approximately

to 7100 per month; private room end bathj St Paul
location

Garnent factory raanufacturing dresses and suitsj
50¢ an hour to start, hi®iior if experienced;
hour v/ioek;over 4 hourse

5 wanted in a paper manufacturina plant; 4S hour tveek
ovor O iioursj on hour 471110

1 vranted; Ste Paul dry cleaning establishnenfcj must
be experiencodhand and machine prossser on sillies®
woolens, etc employer vriUins to pay to 90¢

an hour depending upon expexdence} 4 week
Same description as above; 750 an hour

Minneapolis automotive parts store} }ight steno”
graphic v/orkj ty”~isx™ and “jonoral office viovki v/ill
train to opsrate aaall a-dtchboarcl} starting wage
iJIOO por month; 44 hour v/eek



A(mAIER ILLINOIS DISI®XCT - W illiam Kir«StlEion, Helocation O fficer
226 West Jackson Boulevard
Chicago 6P Illinois

FIELD BULLETIN DESCRIBING mMC/xHOM OPPCItTUIUXTISS IN THE GREAT3SP. ILUHOIS DISTRICT

EMPLOIM3T SIMJARI AI3BD JOB OFFER DICEST

Additions to 15 issue;

CARPENTER Repair and saaintenance; approximately 81 hr«
Peoria, Illinois
Refrigerator Manufacturing Company, Morrison, 1110
Depends on experience

FACTORY r/ORKEE Hockford» V7”ork on automobile parts 70¢ hour, 53 75
week  Overtiiae*

LABORATORY TECHNICIANS Kankakee hospital9 H75 per manth
Rockford* Salary opcn Th supervise large staff
of assistants*

P Ba WV RRVVAAN o WY o NN For dormtotm offica building in Fre©port $115 per
jaonth to start* Ehployor has unfumi”®iod apart-
mmt oyer store available at $25 month»

CLERICAL Clerks, stenographers, coiaptomoter operator« 0 -
AL20 por month« Morrison, Illinois
Couples

COUPIES With children« Several opportunities ia Springfield
for general maintenance, kitchen work® and house-
keepings

COOK Couple to take charge of dining rood at counts®

club in Freepofte Open quarters available

Delete these offers frm I2ay 15th issues

MAINTEKAKGE MOl Ckie  $80 per month plus room and board Freeport, Il
lhre©9 5 » hour* Peoria, Illinois,
HOUSING

Housing for four to six family units is now available in Peorias Those
interested should inquir© imaediately



\UIiR mMCCAHCIiJ AUTHGHITY
226 « st Jackson Boulevard
Chicago 6, Illinois

XQVA DISTRICT OF THS NORTH CENTRAL PdiFli - Mildred H, Wevonen
Acting Relocation O fficer
526 Liberty Building
Deo Moines 9* lo'wa

IM 1-Ounetin Describi®, Relocation Opportunities in the Ima D istrict
As of June 1 ,1945.

EAPLOBECT SUMUAEY AIID JOB OFFER DIGEST
Add those offers to May 15th Issue;

or J

AT 5 to 0 per week for approxiiaately 5 hours*

work* Uortc in retail drug store« One M sei
employed in shop for past year®
COUPLES and FAMILIES

FARM<COUPIE, *jork cm poultry farm near Des Moines
Wo fam v;ork, just care for flock, \loman
would gather eggs and grade thorn*, $13$ per
month plus housing, etc*

Xl HOUSING OPPORTOIITI?

See Field Bulletin of May 15th



VffiSTEai'J HAII" OF HISGOUIil ALT) ENTIRE STATE OF YMSAS - Francis P* O»Malley

Relocation O fficer
1510 Fidelity Building
Kansas City 6% Ulssouri

Field Bulletrin Describing Re3l0cation Opportunities in Kansas and Western Portion

EMPLOBMT SUMMARY AND JOB OFFER DIGEST

Add the following to the May 15th Issues

COOK & COOK«S HELPER

DCIffiSTIC MK

Couple to v/oik in kitchen of exclusive Country
Club in Atchieonf Kansas® as cook and cook9s
helper 6 days per v/eek« 7150 per mo plus
meals and furnished 2 room cottage®

8§15 p®r incaitrh, worn and board, for man and wife
to \j xk in home of family in Atchison# Kansas
Duti©s will be yard work and gener 1 housei?orlca

There are & great many domestic offers in our files and this office v/ould be
happy to hear from anyone interested in this type of work



UNITED STATES
DSPARTMEUT OP THE INTmiOR
WAR RELOCATION AUTHOfITY

226 West on Boulevard
Chicago 6, Jllinois

*

July 11,1345

Mrf Duncan Mill*
Pr "©«t Director
Colorado Rive? Relocati«n Center

p st J3{ Arizona

Deaf Sirj »

We-wculd®ika to s~dTise that we always, have a numb” ef
students or “vorking girls Tvhere~they can earn

boards and
usually |5200 e week in casli.

The f#|Xewing are schools of dress designing and swing wher® Niseijirl«
have been enrolled

American Academy of Art aad Dress Design
Zb East Jackson Boulevard, Chicago, 111*

The School oi* Art Institute-of Chicago
Michigan Avenue & Adams Stf# Chicago™* IlI»

M aster C Heg® )
400 South State St#j Chicago, 111#

Vogu8§ School
116 South Michigan, Chicago, 1%

aui®ed time d from 8 to 16 week« for the
10 raorvfchs for the fevening course

h6Urs daily. Rates for full time oourses vary between f30 aad 152,50
for a period of 4 weeks* Tuition for eveniftg ahd part-time
ciL ~rarfproportionally lower. Usually the student

day course nd go
The day course requi” a



Mr. Mills 2 * July 11,1945

scholarship financial ”~id available for s»ch classes*
We would like to point out the fact that in the past, some students of

dress designing have found it necessary to take employment xn ordinary
dressmaking since the dress designing field is not alvmys easy to enter.

If we can be of ar r further assistance in helping Miss

— to comple-be
her relocation plan, please do not" hesitate to write.

Very truly yours.

Eli»ab«th E* Beck /s/
for W+ jessing

Relocation Jpfficer



WAE R OCATBH AUmaiTT _ 16
226 I«kEST JACKSON BCUIMRD
CHICAGO 6, XLLINCXES

JULIZ21,1945

FOLLOWING USSSKQE SENT TO ALL PROJSCIS AHD WASHISaTCB*

f(M IOUE mFCHMATICN SEVMPM m E OLD HIROSE TA81ZAKI WHOSE BUOTTS
ABE StILL AT POSTCK WAS KIUED JULY TWEOTIEH WOT HB FELL IXMH SHA?T

CF FREIGHT KLE¥ATOB AT CWBEE2JTAL PUSTICS, ~L4 WEST ERIE, CHICAGO] WHSBS

HE WAS m Fiatm AS HASDmMN. coeoier® juri d‘vs itikdict op accieotal

death. TroiERrx burg made at postok*

mimmt was
BELOCATXCSJ SUPMVXSOR
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WAR RELOCATIOL! AUTHORITY

226 West Jackson Boulevard
Chicago 6, Illinois

July 28,1945

imoRAwm Tt All Project Directors
FRCM: Prudence Ross
Relocation Supervisor \Y

During the pas mweek, two new laws became effective in.
the State Illinois which will favorably affect the security
of4resettlers in need of long term welfare assistance* The
first of thsse affeots the eligibility for Old Age Assistance,
which was previously available 'only o oitizolis who had liVed
.in the St&te five out of ho iast nine years Under the re-
vised law| ditizeUS arid aliens who have lived in the United
States continuously for twenty-five yeat*s ai-o eligible provided
that they have lived in —e S ate for one year, are over 65
years old and are in neod# The new law also iiicroased maximum
assistance o recipients of Old Age Assistance to |45 per month

per person* Many Issei now living in Chicago will be immedi-
ately eligible for this type of assistance and many newrccaners
will be eligible after living here for ono year*

The second law reduces the period of residence required,
before either a citizen or an alionwho is*in nood can be given
genorc.1l relief assistance from local welfare funds from three
years to one year* This type of assis ance will be available
to younger rosettlors as well as to those compara ivGly few
aliens who arc 65 years old or over but who have lived in the
Uni ed atos far less than 25 years.

BY Harold M* Mann
Asst* 11010cation Supervisor



O ffer No. 8837

RSLOCa.TION AUTHORITY
234 Atlas Building
Salt Lake City 1 ,Utah

July 27, 1945

Mr, C, R* Carter
Relocation Program O fficer
Colorado River Relocation Project
Poston, Arizona

Dear Mr* Carter:

During my recent visit to Ogden inquired regarding
tRhe_I err(ljgtloyment opportuniti.es with the Utah-ldaho Central
ailroa

The titah-ldahomCentral Railroad is in need'of ten
employees at Mendon, Utah just outside of Logan, fifteen
a.t Brigham City and fifteen at Ogden# .No accommodations
are available for families. An outfit car is available at
Mendon for single individuals. The company furnishes
utensils and bunks# Employees furnish bedding and ration
stamps for food. The company hires a cook* Room and Board
is #1*00 per day» Wages are as follows Eight hours per
day at $.64 per hour plus two additional hours at time and
onerhalf# Time”and one-half is given for work on Sundays
8lid holidays# A% tRe present! "time men. are workins every
other Sunday*

I talked with Mr R* _I\(Ic_CraIe¥, Mairrbenarice of Way
Engineer regarding the possibility of securing family housing
He intsends *bo investiga.'be possibilities of obtaining "trailers

to acopmmodate families, and will inform us if this is
possible. We will in turn send any additional information
to you*

Very truly yours,

LeGrand J* Dunkley
D istrict Relocation O fficer
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\not go back to the area Jtoxst
1which_Jfc® 3K

They

By Dick Terry

YY E was a small, frightened
r | middle-aged Japanese who had
IAAlived more than 35 years in
[California, but had spent the past
three years in a relocation camp
in_Arkansas.

fie_ reported to the War Re-
location A_ut_horlt)(] in the Paul
Brown building here and Miss
Mary* E. Brooks, head of the
office, set out to find him a job—
one of the first steps m getting a
Japanese relocated.

e had been a gardener, = she
took him to the homes of several
‘St. Louisans who had openings for
gardeners, and before the day was
over he had been employed by one
of them for $100 a month, "with
[room and board thrown in.

He was happy slbout the job, but
there was something else that
made him even happier. “Those
people/lhe said to Miss Brooks in
a tone of surprise and relief, #hey
fcwere all nice to me." ]

The little ~gardener’s reaction to
|the kind treatment he received
from people whom he thought
would 100$ upon him with hate
and suspicion was not exceptional.
IOn the contrary, it reflected the
|fears and apprehensions4 which
beset all the Japanese when they
lleave the relocation centers to go
out and find new Uves in strange
Icommunities. )

There were 120Jifl HPOrsons of
Japanese'birth, or derivation in the
relocation centers. Two thirds of
them were citizens. These people,
lexcept for a mere handful who
have maintined their loyalty to
Japan, are now in the process of
bEIOI’%)% relocated. So far all but
55,000 of them have been released
and relocated. All will have been
Irelocated by Dec. 31 of this year,
[when funds appropriated by Con-
gress for the relocation centers
Irun out, \
_ Of this number, 435 have settled
in St. Louis., Before the year is
over there will be considerably
Imore, because they have been ar-
riving at the rate of about 25 a
month. This isn,t high, compared
Ito Chicago, which has received
114000 of them, —or 'Cleveland,
__rhiias taken in 2500. But it
lis high compared to pre-war days,
when there were exactly 14 Japa-
nese living in St, Louis.

This brings up the question of
Ihow the relocation in St. Louis is
mworking out. The 435 Japanese
Ihave been absorbed into the com-
munity with hardly a ripple on,
[the surface, There have been
signs of prejudice, but they have
been quickly overcome, thanks to
the efforts of Miss Brooks, who
is not only a diplomat, but who

looks after her charges like a
shepherd looking after stray
lambs. T ,

HEN a person leaves the re-
location center, after he has
'V been cleared by the FBI, lie
is allowed to choose where he
wants to go, except that he may
_Jfc® 3K vacuat$d. If he

St- JLotiis, Ilie center noti®
fies Miss Brooks that he is_com-
ing, He is given his railroad
far atid $25, provided he has less
than $100 of his own. If he has
$100 or more, he receives only ms
railroad fare. ]

He reports to Miss Brooks, who
sets_out first to find him a place
to live, and then to find him a
job. Until living quarters are
ound he will be housed in the
Y.M.C.A. (or the Y.W.CA, as the
case may be). Several individuals,
who have been interested in the
relocation work, take i;hem into
the homes until they find perma-
nent quarters. B

There has been a surprisin
lack of prejudice on the part o
St. Louisans, Miss Brooks reports,
and ohly in two cases has she run
into outright objection. Usually,
when she finds ‘a vacant apart-
ment, she goes first to the neigh-
bors, has a chat with them, and
leaves them convinced, as she is,
that the new tenants will be not
only good tenants, but also good
neighbors. ~They are clean, con-
siderate, and they mind their own
business,” she points out. .

In one case a Japanese-Ameri-
can physician purchased a home
in St. "Louis county. When the
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neighbors learned of It they ob-
ected strenuously. Miss Brooks
erself did some missionary work
among them, bift for once she
failed. So she took her_problem to
a couple of ministers in the com-
munity. They paid some calls in
the neighborhood, gave the neigh-
bors some talks on the subject of

racial tolerance, and the doc-
tor was not only accept-
ed, but has become "a popular

member of the community.

When the relocated person has
found a place to live, the next
step is a job. In some cases this
mpresents no difficulties, because
many tyge« of workers are in de-

mand. ~Gardeners and cooks, lor
instance, usuall¥ have jobs Sit-
ing for them. 1f there is no job

available, they are taken to the
United States Employment Ser-
vice, which as yet hasn” failed to
place one of these applicants.

While they encounter some prej-
udice, the employment service re-
veals, their chief difficulty is not
the prejudice, but the ‘extreme
modesty  peculiar to Japanese-
Americaflk T_he)é can always do
more, arSpo it better® than they
say theyTcan. They have a ten-
dency to play down their own
abilities. here was the case of
a Japant“e-i.“merican who had
studied radio repair work by cor-
respondence while in a relocation
center. There was an_opening for
a radio repair man. The employ-
er was hesitant about a man who
had learned by correspondence and
had little or no practical expedi-
ence. But he gave the Japailese-
American the job, and now he has
left word with the employment
service that if any more come
along to send them right over.

Ift case a_Japanese-American is
unable to find_ employment,- Con-
gress has provided a fund for his
u}pkeep. It is doubtful, however,
if any of the fund will ever be
used, Miss Brooks says. The Jap-
anese-American would refuse to
take it because they look upon it
as charity. They "would go out
and borrow the money first, as
one did who, soon after being re-
located here, became ill and had
to have an operation. He refused
government aid, borrowed the
money instead.

Overcoming their fears is one
of Miss Brooks* <3hief tasks, es-
|PeC|aIIE)/ among the Issei, who are
those born in Japan. They come
lout of the relocation centers fear-
ing they will meet with hostility
[whereveér they go. But they soon

discover their fears are ground-
less, Some of this is also en-
countered among the Nisei —the
second generation Japanese born
in this country—but like young
people everywnere, they " have
more confidence, less fear.

T. LOUIS has already won a
S reputation among them for
kindliness, and tolerance, not
only because of the way the new
residents have been treated here,
but because of the activities of
Miss Bropks, the Nisei Council
and several church organizations
in meeting the caravans of evacu-
ees from relocation centers which
have passed through St. Louis..
_ Eleven su6ll caravans, consist-
ing of 60 to 80 persons, ranging in
age from infants to men and
women in their nineties, have
Eassed through St. Louis from the
ohwer Relocation Center in Ar-
kansas. ) ]

The caravan trains have a five-
hour wait in St. Louis. The passen-
gers are met at the station, taken
to breakfast, for a tour of tjie city
and usually a trip to the zoo. They
are invariably"astonished at the
kind treatment shown them, and
their gratitude is boundless.

Many £ the youngsters who
were born in the” relocation cen-
ters, or who entered when they
were but a vear or two old, are
amazed by stairs, for example,
which they have never seen be-
fore, and overjoyed by such things
as_ice cream cones.

The occupational levels of the
Japanese-Americans relocated here
extend from doctors and lawyers
to gardeners/ with many other oc-
cupations represented* =~ Many of
thegrirlsworkasmirse>,stenog-
raphers and clerks. "There
many students at both St. Louis
University and Washington Uni-
versity and the kind of work they
do is ‘demonstrated by just a few
examples.

Jiro Yamaguch!, law student at
Washington University, won sec-
ond prize this past year in the
Samuel Breckenridge Law School
awards for second-year students.

Ichiro Mori won the Samuel
Cupples scholarship award in the
school of architecture at Wash-
ington University. Ichiro® father,
W. Mori (4ust _plain W/r he in-
sists), came to St. Louis in March
and iIs now established as gardener
at the home of Mrs. T. M. Sayman

at 5593 Lindell boulevard. He has
another daughter, Patsi, who at-
tends Soldan High School;a son,
Kaz, who is eight years old, and
another daughter, Ayako, who had
relocated in Chicago, but who came
to St. Louis a few days ago to relo-
cate here, bringing the family to-
gether for the first time since ‘they
were evacuated from the west
coast. .

Last month, George Nobukazu
Nishimoto received the degree of
bachelor of divinity from Eden
Theologwal Seminary; George Ka-
zuto Shimizu received a bachelor
of arts degree from Washington
University. The same school con-
ferred degrees of bachelor of sci-
ence on Minoru lwasaki and Hay
Hajime  Echigoshintia. Harvey
Itano and Norio Higano got their
M.D. degrees from St. Louis Uni-
versity, and Susan Tamaki earned
her degree of associate of arts
from Harris Teachers college.

Mrs. Mary Hara, who was relo-
cated here from the Tulie Lake re-
location center, is laboratory tech-
ni-cian at Deaconess Hospital. Both
she and her- husband, Dr. Maz
Hara, are Phi Beta Kappas from
the University of California.

At St. Louis University there
are a dozen Japanese dental stu-
dents, Most of them .had started
their education in dentistry in
universities on the west coast be-
fore they were sent to relocation
centers.  Now they are picking
up_where they left off. o

There is not only no prejudice

ltable

Happy Over Lack of Hate and Suspicion

AS A MN%WINING HOWERS WITH MISS  TED HATA PICTURED WHILE MISITING HIS SISTER HERE
E BROOKS, HEAD OF THE WAR RELOCA HRE WAS WOUNDED BY SHELL FRAGIVENTS

IN ITALY*

existing; between these boys and
the other students in the dental
college* but, on the contrary, there
is a healthy air of camaraderie
which indicates that the new-
comers are extremely popular. In
fact, the other students will go
out of their way to tell you, with
obvious pride, that the Japanese-
American boys have sold more
war bonds in the various drives
since they have been there than
any of the other students in the
school.

Virtually all the young people
belong to the Nisei Co-ordinating
Council of St. Louis, which was or-
anized as both a social and wel*
are organization. It operated to

romote the welfare of both the

i ei and the | ei in St« Louis,
and to promote Americanization.
For example, they are sponsoring
a class_in English for those few
rerflalnlnﬂ Issei who have never
learned the language.

As time passes, Miss Brookg
says and believes, people will re-
alize that the Japanese- Americans
are like the great majority of
Americans everywhere—everyday
people working at everyday jobs,
and determined to prove their loy-
alty to the United States.
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MEMORANDIJDd T > All, Relocation Centers

FRCMt W* Yf* Lessing
Reloeation Officer

1 . job Offer for Issei* Campbell S U> Company® 2550 West 35iii Street#

Aicrvg<”?j, (see'Bmpjil has- several htnidired mcancies that are par- n
"bicularly appropriate fear oldei- men and wondn*- iilihou”~i an essen*
tial industry, much of the work is requires no special s killr
and Can "be performed sitting darfn* There are no educational require*
men s and inability to speak ig'li -w ill not cau ie rejection
"ba”rasseineiit. because the m.ancigement has agreed to make Euijustm?iits'....
on this basis-. The plant is spotlessly clean» has a cheerful atmos*.

phere# and a sound health protection program witih a,full time doctor
and modern medical depar-bnent. Glean uniforms are provided by the
company tvtice a vreek. (Jood meals are served in, "the iplant cafeteria
at cost for as low as 2i>* per meal.

24 Bagkground Pr.gparation e IHe YIRA and the War Manpor/er Cornniissicai
e;.dg rn't cf'lnvestigate the company*s offer* Staff members
;hr ni "both ageneies have gone throu”i the plant and difeoussed the
proposition with executives. Sentiment of both labor* and manageuierit
appears to be good# Ilhe fUm” '«Challenge to Democracy,ll has been
presapted as a preview and w ill be shown to the employees insure
good feeling and a friendly working relationshi{>i

3 Wages and Houra- EJnployees work 48 hours a week, 8 hours a day.
# nen earti all "average of |34 a week at the rate of 57" per hour
plus piece work premium and bonus (55 -an hour for* first.trial ._eek
period) * Man average M2 a week at the rate of 73" per hour plus
premium on incentive plan r.nd "bonus (69 per hour for f i r t +al

week period) e Hi”ier wages w ill be paid as skill develops -«

4* | Overtime ' Time aaad a half is paid for work in excess of forjey (40)
hours in any work week* Double time is paid for work performed on
the seventh day* During the next three monthsr plenty of ovel-cim©
w ill be a”vailable because of "the "bomato harvests

5* fiicentive Plan* Many Issei can be assigned to -what Is called
wineasure(d which w ill enable them to earn extra mcaiey in prd-
portion to the anoun .of vjrk dQnes-.-

6« B nu$. A/botius of 10 percent w ill be paid fear hours worked between
Ny *ill'and 6

7* Future far Issei at Campbeju*s®. Althou”i there are always uncor-
tainties In "ecohcanlc futw e £f everyone, it does appear that
ocaisidorable security is offered by this particular company for "We
following reasc3nsr



a# Retention in emplayment gid m pay are
based prlaiiarily on ppcduotion 11

There is no.problem'of re.con

cv Food induatriil] loss XifeeMy ta #eel the effeets
of a depressicfa because they produce necessities
rather than luxuries*

di ..Gampl>e.li>3 -pian& on. opening' .j*Lant at Sacramento in
the near future, and proposed to use Japanese “jnerioaiis
-there when that time . «™ st

. - M. -
.- r 1% » . ) .

tTsa*.'M?xnp9wef:Gcsiffii.i3..si«kQnRe.fcji*iialSj~..vfW G -are.ahs.uredby'theW a»M an -

pWer:: tKk 1 ei= iiilxbe n quostion abo\it refing

..Issei'.to .Campbell’ s, inasanuch as tie' ind\is$ry'-is essMitiaiv-

Housing. *5ipee :and ..four room-atovefiheated. unfumishect apartmants
arc available withiri tx Radius of two to four miles from the piaiits*
Thei»e is nothing luxurious about them but they can be made to

do until better housing is avip.iXabieV For the past thirty days,
members of oiir staff have ootlJ*CEtrated on finding acooramodations

near the plant and will ccto-yi®™ to d so as more i*esetx4.ers move
ifU Schoolsi ohu~chos, and s are easily aoee sible in most
neitiiborhood.” on the southwest side*

Suggestions for Proceeding*

a* Any lIssei who is interested is invited to write to
Campbell*qg Chicago representative, Mr, C, T. Kawasaki,
who is himself an Issei. IS itil August 24* 1945, his
address w ill be 5323 North Wayne# Ch'ioago* After that
date, he can be reached at 4310 South Berkeley Avenue*

—b A indI*riAu®l ~  a group of Isssei could come ljo Chicago
to. make”~persitaial -:ixnre3tigations and .decisions.

/sl W| We Lessing



WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
226 West Jackson Boulevard
Chicago 6, Illinois

August 18" 1945

MEMORANDUM TO: Al Area Siipervisor (Copies enclosed for their
district officers)

All Project Directors (For information)

FROM: Prudence Ross
North Central Area Supervisor

At the request of Mr, O ttis Peterson, of the Relocation Division,
I send you herewith a report on the accelerated speech-making phase of
our puolic relations program*

Mr* Peterson has asked that all field offices have the opportunity
to review this material* We thought also that Relodation Advisers in the
Centers might i/o.sh to know that our District Officers are intensifying
their program to develop a backlog of fidendly sentiment toward resettle s
in the Noirth Central Area v*hich should insure continued community accep-
tance after our offices close*

The district officers were requested soon after the revocation of
the exclusion order to review and analyze their activities and to give in-
creased attention to the two main phases of our final program. Their first
responsibility is, of course, to give or secure the necessary service to
resettlers in planning family reunions and to newcomers in establishing
themselves. This program has a broad foundation and complex ramifications.
The second principal responsibility is in reality the foundation on which
our service to resettlers has been built and includes an educational pro-
gram embracing all phases of public relationsm

Report: One phase of the Public Relations Program in the North Central Area

About the middle of May, the Chicago”~District assighed two members
of its staff, Jolin Brenton and Tats Kushida, to solicit speaking engage-
ments, establish a Speakers Bureau of Volunteer Japanese-American leaders,
and compile a Speakersf Guide consisting of an outline of pertinent- facts
on evacuation and relocation (Chicago resettlers) which would be included
in a SpeakersJ Kit of literature>*






The Chicago office concentrated its first efforts on getting a
place on the program of meetings of businessmen—Lions .Clubs, Rotary,
Kiwanis Clubs, Chamber of Conmerce groups, and neighborhood business-
men” associations. As a result some 4~ organizations of business and
professional men have heard recently the story of evacuation and re -
cation™ about a fourth of them having been shown the WRA film, "A
Challenge To Democradyl arid brief newsreel shots of Nisei soldiers
in action on the European front* The majority heard the story fron a
Nisei speaker, either a Nisei staff member or a volunteer Nisei leader
introduced by a non-Japanese VRA 6taff member. Favorable news stories
on such programs have appeared in neighborhood newspapers and ocal
news bulletins of, for example, the Oak Park Kiwanis Club, and others.
Such audiences are usually small, averaging from 20 to 3 members, but
they consist generally of civic-minded leaders who exercise some
authority in their neighborhoods and correspondingly in Chicago at large.

A total of 65 speeches have been made in the last three months
in the Chicago district, reaching an estimated 2,5 individuals of some
prcjninence, who might be expected to have business, neighborly or other
dealings with resettlers in the future# Although many organizations
discontinue meetings during July nnd August, we are gratified by those
reached thus far and engagements are now being made for September, October
and November* We are soliciting ime at meetings of some 110 local unions,
at district meetings of Chicago's 3 American Legion posts, and in the
in-service training period of the Chicago police force* Parent Teachers
Associations, neighborhood womenfs clubs, and the chui'ches vd.ll be can-
vassed in corresponding order* Of course, a member of PTA groups, women’s
clubs and many churches are already familiar with the story of evacuation
and relocation, so that a city-wide survey of these organizations is not
scheduled until the fina period of the speech-making program*

Speaking engagements have been solicited by form letter, by-
telephone call, and by personal visits. About 57 per cent of the speeches
have been made by two Nisei employees of the Chicago D istrict and approxi-
mate y 43 per* cent of the speeches have been made by volunteer Nisei out-
side WRA* Supplements are added to the Speakers Guide and Kit vvhenever
new facts are published.

All District officers of the North Central Area are nefw engaged in
a similar program of comnunity education. Since they are also responsible
for every other phase of the relocation program in their district and staff
is limited, they cannot be expected to achieve an intensive coverage of all
neighborhoods in their statewide districts on the scale of the Chicago
District. Several districts have obtained space for literature displays
and time for showing MRA films at a half dozen county fairs during August*
Our St. Louis officer made 14 speeches during June# Showings of the WRA
film "A Challenge to Democracyn, followed by several minutes of newsreels



on Nisei soldiers in action in Europe average 26 per month in the North
Central Area.

The Speakers Kit furnished every volunteer speaker on the program
in the Chicago D istrict contains a guide, or outline, of pertinent facts
on evacuation and resettlement in Chicago, and in addition he following
m aterials:

L Chicagoans of Japanese Ancestry (Flyer similar to IiYRA flyer
pi | nReloc?.ting A PeopleH)

N -

Population Map (showing Chicago neighbol*hbbds in which
I»6Settler3 live)
= Myths and Facts About the Japanese Americans (WRA booklet)
<+ Hail Our Japanese American Glrs (reprint from Readerls Digest)
= Uprooted Americans in Your Coirmunity (?RA booklet)
S Relocation of Japanese Americans (Vffii booklet)
7, Nisei in Uniform (MWRA in Collaboration with War Department)
= Nisei in the War Against Japan (Clippings reprinted by WRA)
S Illinois Evaluates Resettlers (Chicago WRA)
® They Work For Victory (JACL illustrated booklet)

(Note: Copies of the less expensive leaflets mentioned above may be
distributed to members of the audience, on request, f0llOwing a
speech.)
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WAR RSIOCm (M AUTHOBOT
226 W&ot JaoKson Bcul®Tard
Chioafo 6 111111018

January 3U 946

M2YRAINDNM TOi A ll Distx*iot and Ar®a Bslo™mtlon OfflociB
asxd Bolocation Raters

TIi© following offices in the Central Area hare baan
liquidated and Inquiries 1& regard *0 th@ districts which they OOver
should hereafter I>e addrefleed to *Y© florth OantraX Area offloo, 226

Wk jRsiokson Bouleyard9 Chicago 6« lIXIliioiot

Ginat I* lliiaoia District which inoluded all of Illlinois
exoepting Cbloago

ladiaxtopolis which inoluded alX of Indiana, exooptlng Lako
County, whloh ia a part of th« CLioagu Dietriot office»

Kansaa 0Xty offloo whleh Inelutled ?r®atorn Missouri and all
of the State of Kansas9

Dos Moinos O ffice, hlah includad ho Stato of lowa

CSaaha Qffi ef whloh Included Eastern Hdbraska and “~outh i)aH:ota«

Tho Milwauto® D istrict hioh ircludofl ali of V7i8<»iiGizi9 and the

St» I™Muis office whioh inoludes sO uzl diotriol;, will b
01060d otk Feibruary 28» Tho Chioa”o offioe for Chicago ctetropoXItfin
aroa9 and MinneapollQ pffioe for IEn!i90 ta and Ee”~tem North Dakota

will be oXosod on”~roh X» Pinal Xlrtiid&tion of those last two offlcoe

will as of Aprill5s0 The llorth C«jdral Area office will continue

until May 15»

PndOu Boss
Arvfa Supervisor



TO AIX ST/UT

It la hoped that each meni>er of the Morth Control Area
will be able to purchase during the Victory hotm Drive at least one
Roosevelt Bond, v/hich Is a special 3ond in memory of our late
Prosldent Franklin D. Roosevelt, The Victory Loan Drive runa from
October Z I.through Decefit)er 31 This bond in the denomination of
:5200 will be ist;“ed t U 0 and may be purchased either through
payroll deduction or with cash

The blank shown below is for your convonlence in indicatin/i
your desire for ps”™/roll deductions or r. cash rjurchaae*

In connemoration of our lute president and Coxaraander-
in-Chief, 1 hereby indicite r desire to purchase a

Illoonevelt ienorial Bond during the Victor/ Loan-

(1)1 would like to change my pay-roll
s..vin”™ allotment to make possible
the purcluise of a Roosovelt remorial

Bond during the Victory Loan Drivee ,../
(2) 1| will purchase for cash.......
3i®n.vture
I
Date

rtCtin”j Keloc .tion Supervisor



IMPORT ANNOUNCEMENT

Pursuant to a Presidential Letter, a forty
hour work week has been established for WIiA field
offices,

For that reason, the Chicago office will
be closed Saturdays on and after September 15,1945,

Persons who cannot arrange foi* inijervier/s during
working hours are invited to telephone for evening
appointments, Monday through Friday. The telephone
number is Andover 3600, Extension 198*

Please tell your friends



BUjuLEIU-J £1

To: iVIl Area and D istrict Employees
Froia:. PrudQnoe Rosa, Acting Holocation Supervisor

Subjects Areu Bulletins

The Office SeiiriceQ Unit of tlic area offloe has
beoa roorsonized under the supervision of Hjirolci Gordon,
Administrative iiusietant. This unit vdll handle personnel,
fiscal, procurement, and offio© services procedures.

la line with the reorganization we are initiating a
serioo of ~rea Bulletins covering instructions on various
pha&eo of these functions»

Xle should apprscifit© It if area and district staff
monbers will maiirtfein a ¢ i£plI3t3 m e of these Bulletina
as issueci in order that they mgjr bo utilised fully in helping
keep the v,orlc of the m o0 Services Unit operating snoothly
and efficientlye

If 3rou have any su/xe&tioas for the improve ont of
any of "the functions of tlxis Unit v,e Vvill ueicocie thenu



BULLS!IN ,r5

To: i\Il ,iT a and District Snployees
Arom: Prudence Acting Relocation Supervisor
Subject: Re-employment .iuestionnaire

Attached hereto you will find a isenorandum from the
Director dated March 17,1945, a questionnaires and
three application foms 5%

If you are interested in further governaeat employraent
upon termination of your job viith the IV.Ra., please
complete the enoiosei questionnaire and at least tv'o

forms 57 and submit them to our cffice as soon as possible

If you do not plan farther govenwrient eiiplcyréntt the
questionnaire should be chocked accordingly and returned
to this office,,

In viev: of tlie fact that, all forias must be submitted to
our Washincton offics not loiter than April 23, your
prompt attention to this natter ivill be approciated*

If you need any assistance or additioaal inforriation,
pleaae do not hesitate to call on us«



