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THE LEAVE PROGPJud OF TiE .vCS R2LOC,.TION AUTHORITY

October 1 ,1944

Til3 evacuation of all persons of Japaaaso cincsstry from Military
Area H o.1l (roughly the iTestsrn halves of Washington, Oregon and
California 'and th:s. soirthsrn :p Jrbior'/ of Arizona) and from that part of
Military Araa !fo. 2 (the rsnaindsr ol' the abo¥0 iiPjnsrl s a ) .which .lay
in tho s-cat3-. f Galifornia v/as.ordarsd bytha Coimuandin®™ G”~naral of tha
¥[sstern D3f 3rjse Comiand on the basis of the military sitiuixion axisT.mg
in ths spring of 1G42c . hat tim3 th.3 . coast of the Uni 3d.S cites
iivas bslia'v.ed to be'in iimairtsnt dangar--of 'attaok from the s”~c. and. from .
the. air by 'the Japanese armad i r cg» Of the total Japp.nsse population
in ths contin'sntal Unitad Sto.ter. of 126,947,112,985 iivsd in Military
Areas No.1l and 2** On March 2 ,1142, Liautaiiant GeneraleDstfitt issued
Proclamation No* 1 ,dasi™nating eMi-iitury. Araas |l o .1 and No. 2. The
proclamation ~ws followed- by a press' r313a3$%$ in which the General stat-
ed tha .sii3my al;13lis aud persons'of Vapdnece ancestry would be excluded

from Ililitary Area Ho.1l in tha U3cr fuuv.ro iuia. s &t3d.tha he Japan-
ese, incruding hos ofl 1eiceiii "birth, erouid. be#hs iirst .to go* Af
th im3 is military, wpg'riot intor “st-ad in- what'1330an3 of tha ovacue3a

once they had loft tha rostrictod araa. In this prass r310iso, Gensral
paWitt adrlsod tha. parsons aii3ctoa to taks tiioir fcaailics, and move o.ut
of the dasignat™d ursci Toluntarily and thus save t-h3msdivas future,
troublo, ' .Until tha -snd .of llarch yoliar.tary -avacuation was not only p”r-
mitted .by tlie allit'a:ry aUthQriti3 S, i . :3 urged upon ths Ja.panase resi—
dsilts

It wes quidklv apparant tliat volimtary-evacuation, could not dis-
pose of th'd antirs.west coast Japanss3 population of approximately 113,
000 paople v/xthin any rsasonablo period of timo or ‘.thout social dis-
ordere It wds recognized by th militcrye ha a controlled avacuation
mnould liav.s to.:b3-iriaii3urat3<i for tho”e peopls "who coil d n.ot plan or
finance xlieir cov/n riovbmoTits. and that prevision vould have to od meda lor
the maintonanoe of a part of the Japanspopulation for an indaf®nito
period. It"was noteconsid3r3 foasil13 or propiT herb he military
should assums responsibility -for ths continued' wolfara of thousands of
families or that it should b .obli:3d to adninistir an jxtorisive rs-
sattljinent. program. By a(,r3 3lit | atwc >n tha. Bar .Dapartment and the
Dapartnant of Jn.st5.c3, it was d3.cid2'd thut. </special civilian v:ar agoncy
should ba croc.tid. to handle this problom. On March 18,1942, by Exacu-
tiv 0rd3r9102 .th3.Pre3icL:nTtcrjcvfcod.tli3HarR3loc;rbion'AirLhori/ty,to
Mrovide for the r02100c.tion of such, porsons” “c-sw©re ovacuated undsr
authority of Ex3cutcitd Orc-or 906.6'/"in appropnr/ca places, provids for
thair naOds.in such maim5r aa m"y b - approprlato,, find supervise thoir
activities.M
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From tii3 first dry of .existencef the 17ar R31000«."fdn Authority
VWas "besijg.- d by locui and .sta 3 authorities and. by the voluntary s/ Hass
tliems3lvas calli.ng long distance/ or coimaunitiating by wira, the former to
protest th5 .appearanoe oi,;tho".evacuees in the neighboring ="estates, the
latter to ask help whsn thoy found thomselvas stranded. _.Soma of thosa.®
Amorican rex'u.ges were jailad by sheriffs who ctssumed tha the migrants
V/are escaping irom military control. In one state vigilantes sat upon
one family, burning tha truck inSThich thg fairiily Was traveling together
wi h. household goods:, ad. per-s.onal. possessions = County officials at
various points posted sagng on- county boundaries prohibiting, tha en-
mfcrancs ojiyono of. Japajise rac”™e SU13 local dealors. iafussd o sell
—-tha migrants gus ..nd other assanti"al supplies. It was recognizad that ,
voluntary. esGIcRCiticjn could not. cont"inua wi ho.v.t imjus itia/bl.o risk.of. v
bodily harm to th3]eviucuoss and general social upheaval. Procliunation.
No. 4, issued by Ganeral on Ma.rch.-27, 1942, rsqu-irad all Japanese
to §-aimin mthin Military Area"llo,. !'m—v/ithout chang3 of r’sideiio.e .after
midnight of*March 29,

Al-though liicretiian. 10M000* pc-Ts-ons of Japanese ancestry served for—
-mal notice of intsircion to leave Lilitary®Area Ho* 1 during- the pperiod
whan thov y/ora. pormittod to leave, only 4,889""aqtually established.,
th™msalves in -berritory‘outsida tha“aroas that wars ayacnat™d. Colorado
racsivad 1,963, Utah 1,619, ldaho 305, Eastern TfosMiingtoiT 208,-and.._
mhst,eFn Oregon 115, \i'tii tha ramuindore,"sc.attorad throughput othay stat,as**
Mo.r.3 tivn 5,000.0. -thoss who h d ssrvod notico, if thoy moved at p.11,,

ly i Mili Yry ;B 2 .in.Cliiiforrita\fIrGm Y/hich they.TArore
latar S$ilaoxci-tod.

Tiio <ilo™ Lako Ci'ty C.onlorsnca of April 7 , 1942, artondsd by"Wss"fcam
Governors or jthoir repr jsantativos, obhsr s+ttrU _.offlcicds and c ain..
raprasentativos- of agricultural interests, v;as"fundamental in- sotting -tho
characto”™ of relocation canters as they finccilly evolved. ona Sx-
esption, strong liostility toward-all parsons of Japunsse race, wc” voiced
oy the Western olficials ot "this coni“ar.-anco® The .Goworiiors, stated -that
oheir sttitas v/ould not alloy/ groups of Japanosc Airioricans to como ijito
cheir statos axoept undor military guard. [Iit "turn, ]! Army S3*t "conesn-
trations, of 5,000-as the minimum-population it would undartaka, to guard
wi_ta military- police)= Thus &liore dsvolpped the relocation chfoor idaa,** *
badad on the supposition tha;c tho relocation contors .might conceivably
retain tha Japanos3 American population for tho duration.

lopuient Fr eamgn® -
" , wojlrs of tho Salt Lak>3 City conference,, thTmanpowcr
shor.aS -in. -ao sugar “baot fields of tha ITjst™rn -states -cHrjatjiied loss
crops naaav ™ lor Var effort. Doiaand for ovacuao labor in the

rn ~fensv ooianund tma. x;n vmr Halocation Authority and undar a series

*Dei vibt, Pinal Report Japanaso evacuation of tho Woot "coast,1942— p, 108
**p3Witt, Final Report Japanoso Evacuation, p . 109
*** Senate Doouii?.oit 96, 7Sth Con”.(1943) P. 4.



of "civiliun restrictive ordersH Sssu2d "by tho "Wostam Defanso. Coimard
authorizing roci*u-Yom: QF? {movjs ¢’ cvacvees Tor 7adi In oc'sigmitied-
countias In vriov-S sugar beet areas, abow 10,000 evacv.ces \:cm out
from asscrably cenbere, the CalDToriua portion £ iliditary Area N1 = 2,
as . relocation ceianioa throiThou dic a! Eigrvnd Tall, to v vk iIn the
beet fields**

A favorable change public sentiment tovirad the Japanese .*Averi-
cans wa,s observed iIn those regions which benefited by the services of
evacueesharTrest workerse Thio softerdng of public attitude together with
the growinc conviction on the part of the Tlar P.elocation Authority that
It was essential to the interests of the United States Govermment and to
the rights of the loyal body of evacuees to reinstate these people In
private life and eploycient outside the sensrltivo militery areas brought
tack into tize picture; the idea of an ejitensive relocaticn progran. The
greater War ~Xocation riuthorityls experience with reloaation centers,
the firmer its conviction* ( 1)that rc.loca-tion centers with their barbed
wire fences and the. r armed guards were no uitable residence places for
loyal American citizens, or for lav abiding aliens, most of wlion had
resided in Aei"ica. for 20re than 3 yeays and, had the law ® tne coiyatry
permitted, presumab3.y yp,lc hG.ve been ns.turalized5 and (2) that the acute
manpQwer shortap G throughout the United States forbade the continued de-
tention of such persons, ifdth. their many skills and abilities™ in artif™~
icial oor;r-.njmivies outside ths strean of ~aerioan life and war-dir- ,cted
industry*

Howvever, iIn view of public sentiment under stress of \artime- emotions
and fears, the War® llel Qa-tion .authority proceeded crwtiously in that first
shax of escde."t™a, Yihen relocation centcrG were bein™ rapidly construct-
ed axcl contingents of evacuees were pouring into then ard when the .Jr ile-
location Authority”™ major obligation was to get the people moved iInto
their barracks aT”™rt cntG and essentials of @:¥in-."ty siervice Into opera-
tion. On Jiaj 20, tile director issued (Adr.iinistrative Instruction
22) a tcraporaxy procedure for issuance of peipits to individuals or sm 3e
familier. o lea.wo reloc.—tion centers for GRroloyment of Indefinite duration
outside such centers, aift outside the WcGtemn Defense Qiks--"rd. Under this
tentative policy only™ 1imerican citizens of Jaync"so ancestry who had never
at s.nj tiree redded or been edv;atcl In Jaall were peruitted to re.locate
ta private life* Under ita ] irovisions persons w*th defir-ite -db offers
an® students Yjhose college education had beer, Mitedru’ytad by the eveciia-
tion could be reiectsed the centers. Tho term indeft,ct”™had
not yet axae INto usage, but th" basic conditions (Yirth "dnor m dBfica-
tiens) u; "n ¥Meat indefinite leave haa continued to be frantG .wore fi.rst
laid domn iIn this tehporar™ VAiicy* The applicant for a “permitl to leave

the center for outside hrd to *ieet four basic rCiu i aiants;
I~"cuaticm -p.245
W, from Relocation Qenters O.t peak harvest season. quarterly
—report Oot,1 « 31?719"-2e -

223 directly from Military —j.rea No. 2 to beet fields, WCCA Gtatistico,



(1) He had to shew that he he<l a sp-ecific job opportunity V/ith
a prospective einployer at-a designated place outside the
relocatiiLCin center and outside the Western defense GHimdrial .

(@ After investigation for security purposes, whicli included
a center iInvestigation and a check against, the recQrds of
the"federal Bure™iu of Investigation, his apyiicatiorr.must
have been approved by tho director of the War Relocation

m Authority.

(@) In the- case of 0.1 approved application, the director made
neceGsa.ry arrangements with-the prospective employer, local
aiii,horiT/T.es and locc.1 sponsors to insure the evacuee"s ac - .
ccptanco within tae G im;unity of his relocation.

(4) Each™ permit issued under this policy "r qui,red. the evacuee
" to notify the Director of tiee \VJar Eelocc™tion Authority of
axty change in agp."loer o ""residonce aadreps

On Seyto.Aber 265 19 the authority is"sNied a considerably xiore
comprehensive and liberal set of rlead™re rcgulations.l” a; \peftred”in-
the Federal ilegistcr of Ge-rtercr 29 became effective on October;1*

7 Feo.« *eg. 7656« Undey these regulations any cvacuee~»-citizen or alien.—-
could apply for leave to visit or reside 3n anj locality outside the ev~.
acuatecL area* Three typ.es of leave from relocciticn centers were covered:

2z Short~tor?n leave y*s "grov54e4, the mevacuee 1o needed to
leavG the center for a short period of tinie to attend; to personal affairs*
It v/aS"granted by ;Jie Project Director after investigation of the applicant.

"(2 Work-group leave (later called seav™onal vorlc leave) Y/as desigaed
£ar "evacuees who ?ashed to leave the center usually in group, for season-
al agriculdiural work. "It Y/as granted by the Project, director for a defiri-to
period (which could bo extended) subject to center investigation,

(3 Indefinite_leave, the hub ox tho entire ~ar Pvelocation authority
prograa, vjas granted to evacuees Ollly by the National Director and only if
the'" Tour specific requirements mentioned above were met«

The raowciaent of evacuees out of thu centers and ba.ck into private
life began very slowly* Prior to October 1,19-4~, focv;cr than a hiindred
evacuees had gone ovt on perroits issued under the tentative policy of July
20* By tiic end of t'he year,,"vjhile 2,200"applications for adYance clee.rance
had bcca filed.9 only 25 applications for indefinite leave had been granted,
and only 193 evacuees in all had actually- left the centers. n faat, the

population the centers reached its hif.;h nark of 1067770 on Decenber 31>
by which time most of"the seasonal v/orkers had retimied fro# the har-
vest fields** oo "

*JHA Quarterly Report Oc*ta - Decembcir 31,19 p< 2



The siov; progress of the relocation pr £Tan w ,s attributable in
part to the invcstd,gatory procedures governing leavo clearance, in part
to the problem of checking frora VJashington, D. C,j. cominunxty acceptarAce
in widely sca.ttercd and distant- coranvmitiGS? and in part, to the reluct-
ance of many evacuees to leave the siinctiiary r the centers and face a
public they believed to bo hostile. Other factors, too, tondod to hold
back the evacueesa They were seriously hampered by their remoteness”from
locations where joIss ex.sted, Depriued ao they were r tlie opportuni-ty
for face-to-faco contacti v--ith poteiitia.1 cmy>loyGrs, most of the residents
in contci"s had no efxcctXvo Yay of knovdn{. where jobs could be" found, what
types y/cre available7 or hot? to go about -—n.ald.rg applies.td 2ik Al o, paving
lived fop several months in the centers without opportunity to builo. lip a
Ffinancial rccGrvGj many evaouccs lacked the necessary csh. to travel out
on indefinite leave and establish thQniselves iii rejdr conununj.ties» ™~

Since the ec.rly .iQaths Of 194*3> as these retarding influences ¥ ro
perceived, the War Eelacation Authority has taken action on a number of
fronts to eliminate bottionecks and to accelerate_the outward movement®
The First move in tMs diroctiGn w&s the establ siintirb ield rclQG“™*
txon offices iIn. a number of key cities throughout, the I3.ddl.e West, and
the East to facilitate contact between privato employers and”™evaouee wrar,C-
ers ak« the centers and to determine trke lilcelihQod of aor-iinity acoopt-tyfice-
of evacuees¢ The second step yjos a large-scaXe regietration program carried
out ali the centers iIn February and inarch of 194-3 ~ speed, the process £
leave elGaranco by co?J.ecting in one operation personal background data on
all evacuee residents 17 yoajrs of age or over. The tidred step was “he
adoption in mid-March® 1943, of a policy providing. £gr limited cash”grants
to needy evacuees going out of the centners to private emplo™nnent# ihe
fourth step waslthe gradual decentralization of the j eaYG cj”eafance jnacu-
inery so that in the majority of cases, indefinite leave could bs”granued
at tio reloca"tion cent-ers ¥ithout- referral to tho “Sliliigtr n Oilics*

Thic; First relegation office was opened in Chicaeo $ January A,
1943, In rapid succeusdon simi].ar offioca were set U-p/in Glcvcland, Dos
Moines* Milvjaukec wa.klt La-kc -ity, NuylYork and nlimb”rous other kej
points outside tho-prohibited area* xtt the present time there are ea.gn
area relocation offices and 37 district relocation offices, r.ach area
office 5,5 headed by a rolccation supervisor who is generaaily rosponaibl.e
for relocatiQB over a rather broad geographic area. The district oxiices,
on the other hand function under the guidance of the relocation supervisor
and in the. in)-edtate vicinity of the cities r/here they are located, Bouii
tyr.es of officGs -perform essentially the same keas3c funetionsJ bney. serve
to"provide the public In specific areas with information-about the evacuees
and* the Jar Uol cation Au®ohority pro™ramf they act as clearing h ~ s VAr
iob oiffers fron employers are received and analyzed and from which xruorma-
tion about job onportujiiuics is sent out to the relocation centers| anc,
they proYids the War Sulocation Authority with important inforraation on
public attitudes to”~rd Japanese Araerioans in comuniUes uhcre evacuees
uish to relocate* In col3.aboration with- local volunteer conimxttees com-
posed of intorcsted citizens, of.Ciccs have helped tnc evacuees to
become satisfactorily a-djustccl to thtir new envirorunentse

** WRA Semi-AiinuaJ/Repor* Jaru.l « June 30, 1S43, P-2



At First reJ-ocction officer, v/cre priiaarilj conceiTicd nivh eredtlug
T .-.wvorable comnamity Gentimont and with finding suitable jobs for the ev-
acuees, but job ofi?crG piled Up far riorc rapidly than they could be filled.
Job descriptions sent to the oontpro tended to bewilder.the applicants, and
those y]i0 took cnipXoymunt on the basis of these listing and "Without personal
contact with the omploycr often found themselves unca-tisfactor:*.Z.y placed
and desirous of changing jobs* In ueust of 1943, Project Hi.ec.bor£l vwrc
directed to encourage relocation on the basis of a nconmurdL"ty i;witationn
in localities v/here evacuee ivorkers werv. generally v;antcd. Hoptcls operated
by church groups in Chicago, Cleveland, Ga-icinnati and Moines © that
time offered, ixving accoramodations to cvacuocG at a rGuéonablc Ffigure Y/hile
they ioolccd foi* omploymont — and by thu fiict of their existence assured
tho evacuees that they v/cro welcome in the localitye Before the (54 of
November of 1943 the practice of sending job listings to the centers "as
discoirbinuod and relocation officers and supervisors sent instead informa-
tional material about general Work og) rturiities, prevailing wagesj living
costs and conditions, and tho experiences of other evs.cuces Tho ha.ve mfide
their adjustments to ljj”c in specific vicinities, -Agreements made between
the W r Relocation Authority and sucli national agencies ac the Social
Security Board and the Natioisal Housing A.lIrrdnlstration have provided addi-
tional assurance to relocating people*

At the present time Relocation Offices cdist at the follov;ing places;

INTERMO AIN A GREAT LAKES AREA
e jArma ofrice.; Salt .lae. City, Uail, /roa OFiicG Cleveland, Ohio
District officesi District officess
Salt Lake City, Utah Cleveland, Ohio
Spanish Fork, Utah Columbus, Ohio
xdaho Falls, ldaho Cincinnati, Ohio
Twin Falls, ldaho Detroit, Michigan
Boise, ldaho Buffalo, Notrlcrk

Havre, Montana
Spokane, Washington

WEST PIAINS AlIEA T-1IDDLEATIAMITIC ASEA
. Area officoi Denver, Colorado Aijea officei Nev; York City
District officers District Officesi

Denver, Colorado Hev; York City
Grceleys Colorado P*ochostcr? Nev; York
Grand. J\mction, Colorado Washington, D* Ce
Bil3.ings, Montes Baltimore, Maryland
Scottsbluff,mNebraska Newark, Nev; Jersey
Heart Mountain itcjlLocation Center, Isho* Philadelphia, Pa«

Granada Relocation Centorj. Colorado



GEM LA No7 ENGIA] 3o ABEA
Area office; ICGass City Area office: Boston, Iless*
District M Boston, Mass*

District offiees; SOUTHEINT ARSA

Kansas City, Missouri Area offices Little liok, Arlu
Louis, Missouri District offices*

Omaha, Kcbraaka New Orleans, Louisiana
Des Moines, lowa Savannah, Georgia

ACBIH CEOTHAL AREA.
Area office; Chicago, 1111nois
District offices;

Chicago, jlinois (2)
lu.dianap JULS, Xndiaxia
Milwauicee, Yfisconsin

Minneapolis, Minnesota

THE MASS EEGISTEATION OF ESBEUARI AND mECH OF 19/3

n January 1943, when tiie War location Authority was develop-
ing plans for a mss registration of-sJUMadult evaeucies t. speed up the
leave clcfiranco process™ Secretary of War Stimson annoimccd tho ?Jar
Departments decision to organize an all-!lisei (bombat team to. be © % sed of
Japanese American volunteers from the Hawaiian Islands and from the
relocation centers of the United States* t happened thcit the ilrisy and
the I%ir Rcloca,tion Authority needed much the came type of '"hackgroimd
iriforination about the people in the ccn crs* Thus the decision yias made
to combine Army cnliotncnt and leave clearance registration in one large
operation to bo carried out jointly by~ the iimy and tho War Relocation
Authority.

Two basic questionnaires v/ere developedi DSC Forn 304-A for niale
citizens, and IRA F0!71 126* or female..citizens-, e.nd for al3. aliens, above
the age of 16* In both, forms questions 27 and 28 referred rcupectiyel.y
to vailingness®™ to serve act-ivcly In the ¥ar effort and to basic loyalty*
Aucction 2S in DSS Foriri 3 4-A read; nWill® you. svw/car unqualified alleg-
iance to the Urateu. States of s'tfxiail and faitiifuj.-Xy defend the Ua." cd
States fioi-i any or all attack iTron foreign or doniestic forces,, and for«
snear ar™“+form of allegianco or obedience to the Japane-so cmp&ror, or
any other foreign government, povjcr, or organiaa“"tion?n ~u--3tion 2S in
the Uar Aloloce.tion Authority qucstioiinaircj in ita e.pFi“ca™i n- *e~,
male citiacnc? read; nWill you sw/ear imqualified eJJlegiance to the
Unj-tcd States of pgnerica anc forswear any for” of Lilleciance or obed-
ience to tho Japanese cnipcror, or any other foreign government? power
or organisation?n For -liens, this question was revised to read;
u?fill you swear t» abide by the lai/s of the United States axl to take
no action which would in any \B&jJ interfere uith the uar effort of
the United States2n

"Revised



At the tireo of the rcgistr-".tion there ucrc in all 77,057 persons
Isithin the relocation centers uho wore eligible to register* Of thego,
7/>,766 actually did register, ti-e number v;ho restored, 65,078 or
B7 por cent ariswc”cdciQuostion 28 uiti* an luaoiialiAied aTfirmativCC, w/hilo
the remainder cither anor/cred nNou, qualified their answers, or failed to
reply.* In mew ox the highiy significant differences in the wording of
that question for aliens and for citiaensi .it is not surprieing that the
bulk of the negative emswers came frow citizens* Approximately 26 per
cent of the male citizens, and about 15 Per cent of the female citizens
failed to provide imoualified affirmative ansv/ers« Kotv/ithsiilarLding the
fact that many negci i1Ve or qualified answers froni both aliens’and
zens \?era the result of WsundcrL tanding e which by virtue of subseqg-
uent hearings was cleared up— th" registrrition served to estciblish cer-
tain ciritcrla for lec™e clearance determinations. In t .e centers ¥here
there wac organised resistance to the entire registration”™ progi“am, it
wae possible to locate cjid identify certain pro”~apanese individuals
¥Yo had previously keyt cffoctivcly conceciled*

The primary benefit of the registration program to the Vlar Relo-
cation Authority j.n terms of the _agency*s administrative needs and ul-
timate objectives Mics the accunulaticn of extensive bucia“round informa-

tion on virtua3.ly all adiilt-residents .of the centers (counting as”™adult
anyout laorc than 16 years of age )= Foi* the firct tdme data required

in connection with leave, clearance detGrminatidns wer readily avail-
able on practicrdly everyone®v/ho..ir.ight conceivabl”~r apply for indefinite
leave., and such determinations could be made In advaiicc of apj~lication-
for leave, " The grovincl jfork. haci " lai™” faster processing of 3-cave
eaDplicatiQns, for .deeentroli®atiolV”® of. loave *procediircs, and— ultimtely—
for a thoroughgoing program to. segregate those Y/hose loyaltieg lay
J"aparu -

mChanges in Eeave Procedures_ . t
~During the early months of 19437 ,ss relocation field, ofrices
started. runctiorJ.ng and the whole indefinite leave prograra began to move
for¥ rd™ i1t became necessary Tor the War Kelocation authority to ke a
number of changes in its leave procedures* Those changes were made pri-
marily to speed.up and simplify procodurcs by t-ransrerring to the field
m cs ad, rGlocation ccftlicrs several, functions had previously

been cxcroised by the.Washington office. -

Undcr "the basic leave rcMul.s."tios Jhjd iisd becoipc erj.ech3.\VG on
Octobor 1, 1912 tuo actions were of central importance to the evacuoe;
(1) the application for leave clearance, and (2) the application for
indefinite Itavc. Sec m Administrative Instructions No. 22 (Revised ,
Nover-ther 6? 1942* The first, of "thciSG applicc."ticns was sbrii."t’oed Oll a
form si  ja¢, to the questionnaire used during reeistraticn "in act
-the questionnaires used 1iii the rcgictration were treated as™applications
mfor leave clearance - and similarly its purposo Y/as "to provide personal
baekgrauBd---, data that could be used in determining eligibility for indexi-
""nitc leave trie didridp 4riu  r rtatriona-i socuri™ty.

* WRA. S FJd-i-m~wo.l Report Jan.1 - June 3 , 1943? P- H



The appiice.trion for indefinite leave- was m.k. at the time \tiQn the applicant
w3 actually prcoring to leave the center| . dt .al-le4-f # <« ( 1 ) ornation
on the applicai”tls curx*cnt financial status, (2) the specific™ clest-ination and
arrangements that had been mdo for enploymont or supp<ert outoid.o the rciiica™tion
center, arid (3) an agreement to keep tile ilar Relocation Authority notified of
clmngos In address or einployinent,

Until-_March of 1943, both types of applicationv/hether made siirailtan—*-
eo;isly mseparately— 7 re submitted to the WaG™ nS™ n of the War
Relocation-Authority for final action# In processing applications for clear-
ance , a car<iflil c”irdnatipn v;as lladcof inforation collected on the app3.icafit
at-_"itiio.TQiocation center, and then a check uas made against the federal xatell-
igESnca. ,fliese T thei-c Y/as no adequate evid-ence from eitiicr soUrce the
applicant might Endanger the natioml security or interfere with tile war effort,
clearance was granted*. Processing of applications for:.indefinite leave involved
()ascertaining that tho applicant had a definite destination and means of
support and (2) chocking on the prevailing public attitudes tovjaj''ds persons of
Japanese ancestry iIn the co pnity of destinatidru Prior to establishsiQn®o of
the jTicld relocation offices tho" check on public attitude-s was generally made
by writing to key officials and loading citizens of the ccmunity in questii n#

In L"arch of 194-3 the first important ciianges were made in procedures,
providing essentially for a decentralization in the handling of applications
for indefinite leave* T.he function oF* issuing, lgai™o permits in cases vfhere
clea™rance had been granted- was transferred to the relocation centers* Th
1110 important function of checking on coramunity attitude was placed xn the
hands pf the. relocation field offices.**"The net effebt nvas to accelerate the
handling £ indefinite leave applications and to give he relocation field
office”rs .an effective BOntrol over the .infliix of* evacirCes into the ..communities
of their respective areas. _—_

- t;the? same time. a second significent change in procedures set up a
system of providing financial assistance for evacuees who wished to go out of
the, centers on indefinite leave. Prior to March 24 ,1943? all expenses of
travel _.ad. maintena.nce while traveling and of subsistence while, ge ting estab-
lished in the new locality were strictly the affair of the relocating person*
Lack of sufficient funds to pay for transportation and maintenance while earn-
ing the._first pav check had prevented man™ qualified persons from "relocating#
Under tho first-procodurcs®"for making leave assistance grants, assistance was
limii“ed to cases of genuine need and was provided oiily to evacuGcs who were
leqving the centers for tho purpose of taking jobs— not to those going out on
student leave or those With" independent means of support* The $calC of grants
was established at for each evacuee leaving the center without dependentsj
$75 for each.one leaving with one doporadent; and $100 for each one leaving with
more than one dopendent*. X dificati ns adopted in April and May provided that

X= YNy T A m.' _-wEj"" “c y
Administrative Instruction Ho* 22 -(Revised.) Supplement 4> Mar. 3, 1943"
and Supplement 7, March 20,1943«
*riRA. Administrative Instruction No. 22 (Revised) Supplement 7,
Adrainistrativc Insutr~ction No. 88, April 9> 1%-3, superseded by Formal
Hciledse K * 51 130* 2 and 13 *2.3 January .15,
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grants would be made to "the families of inen in "the armed forces regardless of
the purposes for which they were leaving ths centers ad. that evacuees going

ou to live temporarily in hostels for the purpose of seeking employment after
arrival .would -also be eligible. On October 23 1| 3 a further change in he
schedule of leave assistance grants was made to stimulate family relocation.
Previously the ceiling, of $100 per family unit had proved an obstacle to the
r I?cation larger families. TBe new ruling reduc d the grant for the .in—

div+dual going out without dependents to $25 ‘hut.allowed $25 per. capita to
family. gr ups regardless of size. This type of grant has proved advantageous

to families of five or more persons. Coach fare and $3 per dieraW/hile en
roulLetoNde£3tinatxon are provided in addition to the regu?.ation cash grant*
yegulations governing leave assistance grants, dated March 4,
£Xacuee wanting to relocate and having cash resources of not more
than $100 per member of the family group going out became eligible for this
’/\\rant. m A Handbook on Issuance of Leave, Section 60,13. r

A third major modification of the leave procedures and regulations
was mad™ on April 2 ,1943* after ~he registration program mas completed arid

was defirtltely related to the registration. Once this registration was ac- »

corapl.ished and all dockets, had been processed throuph federaT intelligence |
~Narp Authority was iIn a position to spped up clearance
as.a separate sh.ep in he leave probedufes.. The araendihent of April 2 auth--
orized the Project Directors to grant indefinite leave vifi"thaut,referral to
thengtpn . O0Ffice and in advanQ6Tof*leavQiclear™ncee provided®"that certain

basic, requirements were met. The most iznportant of these requirements .wefei ;
(1) the: applicant must :h:ae an .ered Qg.at4: 2 ... ring registatioli*with.”.a.ri
unqualiitied affirmative; (2). the Project Director must be satisfied, on the
basic of evidence available to the relocation center, that the applicant,
would not”endanger the national security or Interfere with th6>war effort
Issuance of permits in advance of leave clearance, however, was specifically
prohibited in the case of (l1)those who had applied for repatriation or ex— ..
paxnation to Japan; (2) those whosfe-appliGatiorie."clearancs. "feadiprev-
teen denied. :or-suspended; (3)..Shinto, priests; ..(4) aliens released on
parole from internment camps by., the Department of Justice; .(5) those wh.o"were
planning to relocate in, one of the. eastern S. eaboard states# (~The Eastern :
Defense Command*), - . 1

- In I\/Bird1 of 1944, the V/ar Relocation Aiithor’\ty adopted a procedure

W|thout breaking their last, ties with the center* . who hesitate, to burn
theirv.-bridges behind them may now g, .at on trial indefinite leave* ihey are.
given pe.mi."ts With a rider ,?;hich gives, them the privile-ge of returning to the
centejr at any time between th8 beginning of _the fifth month and at the end of
the” sixth month; they have .only to present their riders .to the Relocation
Officer of the district, in which they have been omployedi The evacuee at

this type of leave "is restricted to the. specific area and® to the employment

to which he originally goes (to prevent job-jumping and consequent development
of attitudes adverse to evacuees)y unless the Relocation Officer approves tte
change. He has to pay his or»h w.ay out of the center—unless thG employed wishes

*Adrainistrative Instruction No. 22 . (KeviWd) Supplemjent 9, April 2, 1943;
WRA Semi-Annual Report.,. Jan. i1 r""'June 3 , 1943, p. .16.:



to advance transportation money or unless the United S"tates Employment Service
pays his "travel expenses*e but a any '‘time he wishes to give up his special re-
turn privilege, he can get an assistance grant and other privileges reserved
for evacuees going out on regular indefinite leave* WMA Handbook on Issuance
of Leave, Section 60« 2.

Conditions under vjhich an evacuee can today-leave a relocation center to
resume private life outside the prohioited. military areas..

Today to leave a relocation center for tns purpose” of living outside
the- center and outside the prohilpited areas of *ite west, coasli} an adult evac-
uee must meet the follow/ing. eligibility requirements* ( 1)he must have been
granted leave clearance pursuant t Tfiling the approved application question-
naire; or

(2) if he has not tet been granted leave clearance, he must have Tfiled
application for leave clearance at the t¥yee of the mass registration program
or else he must have become 18 years of age* since the mass registration and
subsequently applied for leave clears-Hce, and he must meet the following re-
quirements (IfvA Handbook on Issuance of Leave, Section 60.4 3)s

ad His initial answer to the loyalty question was an unqualified-
7 affirmative.
by He has never applied for repatriation or expatriation.
& He i> not a Shintq priefit,< )
) IT he Is a male citizen pf the United St tes wio has returhe”
\  from Japan after January-1, 19355 he has not lived in Japan ior
J  ten or more j'ears after the age of sixj has not reoBIYGd all or
most of his formal education in Japan, a”d has rfeceived no formal
education in Japan after the age of fifteen.
His application for laye- clearance has not be6n denied, suspend.-
ed or returned for further invcstigation.
/£\__The-Project Director believes, upon the basis of investigation
7 at the project, thi application for leave clearance, and all
other pertinent information available, that there is no reason-
able ground to believe that the issuance of indefinite leave”to
the applicant wculd®interfere with the ¥Ya prograin or otherwise
endanger the public poaco and security.

The Project Director, without further authority from the Director, may
issue an Indefinite- leave to anyone who fulfils the above requirements under
any of the following circumstances:**

*Until May 17,1944, minors applied for leave clearance upon reaching the age
of 17.

**Thfc Project Director may not, however, is™ue a permit to relocate within an
area designated by a F.clocaiiion. Supoi®visor or the Director as restricted,
without the approval of the proper "7ar Relocation Authority official*
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(1) _Therapplicant proposes™o "accept a definite employment offer or
an offer of support ths.t has, been .ip.vt.stigated and approved by
the Relocation Officer. . .m

(2) The applicant has adequate financial resources to support himself
without employment in a location where community., acceptance has
been established*

(3) The applicant proposed to go to a given area pursuant to a notice
from the Relocation Officer to th.e Projeat Director that a spec-
ific number .ofF evacuees can be placed iIn that area- w-ithin a given
time. -

(4) The applicant has?made arrangements to live in an approved, hostel
or private home while arranging for employmenta.

(5) - The applicgn 1is on seasonal work leave, wishes to find permanent
employment, and"u.o K. #Q" basi.s of his employment record may be ex-
- pected to find emplcyracnt in, the area of hismchoice.

(6) The applicant proposes to accept an eoployraent offer, by a Fcrderal.,
State, or local governraental agency.

(7) The applicant is a student.maccented- by an approved college, uni- ,
versity or professional school e.ma ha- eithfr _sufficient funds
or"a reasonably t)"erl ain™._:g.port,unity. for part time emplnoyraent™to
enable him to finish one quarter of one semester, of-work, / and,
in the evé&nt that the school of his chcice has Army contracts, if
he has stecurod the app®roval oi the Pi"ovoat I.arshal Generalls
Office..”/ -

(8) * The applicant is joining a member of his immediate- family," pro-
= posing to marry" someone living outside aerelocation center and
to .live wi h him or. her, or -going out to live as a depen"dent wi h
somfcone who will, support him,*

Finally anyone v;ho goes cut on indefinite leave must agree to notify
the Relocation Authority of any change of addreess which ho may make.

In summary then, today national security interests, Uhe ability to
esupport himself, community acceptance, and promised notification of chang.es
in address are the, basic conditions upon which an evacuee is allowed to leave
a relocation center. Having met these requirements, he is froe to settle any-
where iIn the United States except of course within the prohibited areas of
the west coast.
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The necessity for imposing the corxditions that roust 'te met by evacuees
before they may secure indefinite leave

The leave regulations of the Var Relocation Authority™ and detention
within a relocation center until leave is issued pursuant to these regulations,
make planned and orderly Wit would otherwise be helter-skelter and spasmodic,
They enable a screening cf evacuees believed to he dangerous from the who-.e®
some majority whose relocation it is the principal object of the Authority to
achieve. They enable the preparation of public opinion in the conimuHities to
which the evacuees wish to go for seitleiDent. They convert what might other¥

VVise be a disorderly flood of un7an'bed people into unprepared coirjnunities3 in-
0 a steady, orderly planned r.eloca ion that gi*v.cs every promise of. btiin-
able 1" amalgsunate. "tile n.excramer's without incidents,"and to th&ir mutual act-

vantage. The, detention is insisted upon for the group as a whole - only
until the security processing can 't compltited and a rolooation opportunity

discovered. It is only for the minority to"¥/hom leave, clearance is denied,
after investigation and hearings that d&tsntion is effectuated for longer
tHan. tliat» ! “"Ju " mm -i. -mnl

1- & /= 8l 2

The evacuation itself wsc basud on the premise thax tne Japanese-Am--
erican population .in residance cn the Pacific Coact constitu a. “threat to
national security, in the“even. of inv von .by the armed forces o .Japan** In
the sprint of 92 was D6licved invssion was inimien"t? arid Tt jas
believed that In the event of invasion certain pr~porxion of the resident
Japanese population might ooiiimit acts oi edpionage and sabotage or engage in
Ffifth column activities. Mo on® ccu.lLd offliard which ciggdib6sc or Japan—
ese-A.merican residents wero potentially dangerous and “/hich vw/cre xo™al. Anier—
icans. There was o ‘'binie H maintainfcd® "o d*t.er™iinu "tre pc'forl'gak-y
dangsrous when dt ixy moiii&™ bombs inigh+. fail upon Los kiigolos, own Fra.ncisc jJ
or Seattle. Hence the mass evacuation, After the evacuees had been removed
from the coastal region and confined Ik.rclocatior centers however, ther®
were both time and opportunity to devise and effectuate a screening procedure,

fv- N1 % ISR

Durinp- the mass registration of early 1973” ever}/ alien and e\ery fe-
male citizen in relocation centers who had reached the age of 17 was required
to fill out tna questionnaiTe known a& form WK5-.2b Rev,./ the application for
leave clearance”, and every male cit.izcn who had rt-"aciued tho a%e pas
required to fili cut the foi'm for Army registrati » (D3S 3 0 in duplicate,
so that the XhiT Relocation Authnrity might have on file the answers to the 28"
questions contamsd in that questiennaire. Ir) addition e~ch male citizen filled
out 1FA 126a, which supplemented the guestionnaire with questions 29 to
33 of the form WRA-126 Tiewc

The questiennaires are detailea and conipr ens ve; covoring oackground

exporiencs frem birtn "to *to milrnat the questiornaiTG is filled out ™ including
lists of relatives in Japnn™ citizen status of parents”™ e.wvory educational in-
stitution attended,, precise infermritien about any tripp- tc Japan/“employment
experience, organization membership, dcnaticns maae to any orgarxizat-i-on or
causeb references from the coipjnunities of former residence” listings of any
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foreign iInvestments and any conceivable connecticns with foreign governments*
0 ice this information ip collected on the project, the docket for each applic-
ant , consisting of the questionnaire, letters of reference and all pertinent
information -whatsoever, is sent to the Washington office "of the Y/ar RolOcation
Authority, From the Washington office an individual record sheet is sent to
the Federal Biireau -of .lirvesxigation where a check ,is..npde against the records
of that egency.. .E.vory name is checked, and any informat70n in the Federal
Bureau of Investigation files on any applicant for leave clearance is returned,
to the"We.r Relocation Authority*

All citizen dockets were until recently also, sent 0 the Japanese Am—
erican. Joint Board for review. This board was -establiphed by. a War Depart™ .
ment order dated January 20 1943) and was coragpoe-ed of one representative each
from the ~ar Rclocat-i-on. Authorityj Cffb.ce of Naval Intelligence9 Military In-
telligence Service, and the. Provost Marshall General®s Office, This board was
created specifically to assist in de-armining the -loyalty of American-citiz-
ens of Japanese ancestry..under the jurisdiction of mthe War Relocation ..itathor -
ity in"a special<learance “fcr war plant en:plcyme,, E".rly In 19°3? however}.
the Joint Board agreed to c.OirE.id . he cases of &1l evacuees American titiz-
ens who 1Zere 17 or more years of age. and to nifilke recoramendations € the V/ar..
Relocation Authority on the granting c‘ indefinite leave, This beard checked
names ?/ith the files made-available by the Officemof Naval Intelligence,
Military Intelligence Service and he YFstern Defense Ccmmand., The reconmiend”™
ations of th&" Joint Board were not 'birdinff- on the Vfer Felocation Avithoritv.,”
Honyev&r> the U-r— Relocation Authority has been guided by these recommendations
to the extent of. making; further investigations in cases where the Joint Board
has failed-to reconunend tho granting indefinite” l-eave, In May n
Joint-'Board. was disestablished, returning, to the War. Relocation Authority..,
about 17J°000 cases upon .which it had taken .no action.. .Since that time piear.-.
ance for war’plan employment has becrrhandl&d. "qyth&Txr 7 s"t"Marshal. (Xrieralfs
Office. Prior to its dissolution, the Joint -Board reviewed a total of neax—
ly 377000 cases,*

Aliens wero not proce*3"ded by tho Joint -Board, though information on
certain individuals has. In come instances..been piesented to the \'lr k/o.c.a-
tion Authority by the 7/cstern Defense. "Coralac.ra Ofiio-e <of IHval Inrt.e 1igEnce
and the Military Intollig-ence. Service. Citizens, coming cf age for leave
clearance since the Joint Board dissolved are proceot-ed by, the Relocation
Authority.-after checkinp ije rfecords of the Federal Bureau of Ir_vestigaticn.
and only in special cases are their dockets submitted to the-Fravost Marshal
General?s Office for additional investigation-"as in applications™ for y2%&r

*5n December 14, j943~ the. t/or'E-5locati.on authori+y withdrew from an unwritten
agreement-with "the®- &Y DPnttafit*itsB t to 1™ uc” for. rcetiiwtiono “within
tix Eastern Defense Command to citizsn evacuees until «Jo:ln E.aar.d"approval of.
their casos had been received, The likar Colocation Authority agreed,, however?
not to issue Ithavo to ,such. dsstination-s where the. Joint Board had reviewed
the cases.and issued negative recommanda-tions. On July 13-, 1744, the 1Jnder
Secretary of-“the Interior5 on the recomr5.endation of the Director of the V/nr
Held,cation Authority ? notifbsd the W.r-Department that thenceforth the War
Rs] ci,ticn A_uthority wov-Id issue lea.\e ito the xCaotern Defense Conrn™xd o=
any peraer clj-fiolo r r "leyve under vinr Eclocaticn authority procedures,
,regardless of any action taken"by the Joint Bot;rae



plant clearance,
Preject_ xnve~iga™n

The necessity that confronted‘ Je War F.elaca ion Authority of det&rrain”
ing loyalties by administrative procedures has "been practically unique in An—
erican history. In the saini, of 193> "tt® Tule Lake Relocation Center was
converted to a segregation center for the detention of those evacuees whose -
loyalties were judged to lie with Japan The maes rnovements of September and
October transferred from regular centers to Tule !Ilake the majori y of segreg-
ants. Those transferred to this Tfirst mass movement were the peep e on
their owh declaration, were not]loyal to the United States or Whc wished tc
return o Japan, or both, together witli their dependents and minor children;
The people in this category, /whoJ/ had applied for repatriation or expatria-
tion to Japan without retracticn or had answered the loyalty question in the
negative ad. had declared that they did not \?ish to change their answers/ were
sent to the segregation center V‘itheut hearings. Their removal®™ left a smaller
but substantial group in every center uiiose status.couD.d be equitably defined
only on the basis of individual hearings. This group ~as coraposed of ( 1)per-
sons WIp had* changed their original nsgr.tive or qualified answers to the loy-
alty question to an unqualified (2) those /ho had retracted re-
quests xor expatriation or repatriation9 (,3 "thoss who were the subject of
adverse reports from ae- or more of thu Federal Intelligence agencies cr from
the Japanese <American Joint Board, and (4) tiiose who in the opinion of the
Project Director? on the score of information availeble to him. were not
eligible for indefinite leavec.

In the late summer cf 1943, thereVas established a procedure for cen-
ter investigation of doubtful cates™ including individual hearings. .In Septem-
ber 194-3, the Director ..st ud a panel cf reviewers in the Washington Office,
The function of this panel has been to review the project investigations and
the recommendations of tho Froject Directors, and to ma.ke independent. recom~
mondations for or against lea\re cles.rancc to the Director, who 5s responsible
for deciding whether an individual shall be granted leave clearance, or denied
leave clearance and transferred to the segregation center, or W/hether the docks
should be returned to.the project for .farther investigeticn and hearings As
the evacuees are granted clearance they are free to obtain indefinite ien.~e
permits and leave the center as soon as they meet the 6.dditicnai requn*eraents
for relocationj as they arc denied l.eave clfeBrance the individuals have been
sent an small groups in the sogi“egation Center, In the interests cf fairness
and good administrative practices a panel of dispassionate, qualified citizens
Yifo are not otheri/ise connected with the War Relocation authority has bean set
up to provide a "board of appeals for segregants denied leave clearance and
resident at the"™ segregation center who feel that they are unjustly classified.

The operation O¢ the War Felocatio'n Avthority53 leave'clearance proced-
ures ,has been described in detail in-‘order'to :iiiaia6.to the thoroughness of

the process particularly m Tn light cf -liridely epuD>ii 3zeid acouftations-'-iaadG by
various persons -and or, aniz d s / 0 War' R oca icii'Auth&rl y
n

rolousing =sabotours- and spiis3,in 1i»rGspo:isibld-fashione

The results of the relocation program as of July 29? 19747 are iIn-
dicated belows3
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1. Population in r.ll centers. - e
8 relocation centers............... &S
Tule Lake Segregation Center....... * EB4
2. Number of evacuees out on Indefinite Leave,,...... .28,911

CITIZENSHIP OF EVACUEES BY AGE GROUPS

Under 17 Over 17 )
LOCATION OR STATUS Total Citizen Alien Total, Citizen Alien
Relocation centers 19 155 19,094 61 41,847 14,823 27,024
Tule Lake 5,064 5,045 19 134.620 7,660 5,960
TOTALS 24,219 24 139 80 55,467 22,483 32,984
On Indefinite Leave 3,051 3,042 9 255869 22,102 3,758
In the history of the relocation prcgranij 33,00C evacuees, all of whom
wOre 1? inore years of age at the time of filings h”ive submitted applications
for- leave clearance. Of these, as of July 31» 68?000 persons including
32 aliens* been granted leav(? clearancL or have been found to be,el-..

igible for indefinite 16ave in advance'of leave clearance because they did -not
fall into, the category of ndoubtful cases'c Of the remaining 15,000 evacuees
v/ho constitute the balcmco of the -adult populaticn™ 3780 were segregated and
transferred to Tule Lake because of thedr answers to the loyalty question or
because they had applied for repatriation or expatriation; 1528 have been
denied cleriranc.e on "tho "basis of ind.ividus.1 hearings and are being _tiransf6r.red ,
to Tui'e. Lake as rapidly as possible (1200 of these .were citizens and 32" "®re
aliens); . 792 cases were in process of hearings and .review which will shortly. »
decide'whether these evacuees should beconie elig:ble.for indefinite lIcaye or
should be segregated; the balance are residents cif Tule Lake.becapse they
ciiose to accompany actual segregants as'family members.

2. J/bv an evacuee must have means of support»

Conunon sense has rGpuirenient thst an evacuee must havp ]
either prospects of employment or private means adequate for his support
in order to relocate, |Ih the first place, no coirllunity v/aits to receive

individuals ~ho are certain to go on the relief rolls; in the second piacOj
the existing prejudice against persons cf Japanese ancestry makes i*t more
difficult for them than for people of other racial background to g -t jobs
oven v;here there is urgent demand for workers, sc that they frequently
need help in finding suitable employment; in the first place, an adult
‘human being crin generally niakc a eatis”RCuory adjus'tmGn't to his 6nviron-
ment only if he has a job or other means of supports

3. \Why. the feYacuce must give mnot.ico,,0of_cMn” 1-a.4™Mss r. ,PR122S3£SIg—————-—

The requirement that every evacuee out on indefinite leave must notify
the Director of the liar Eeiocation Authority of any and all changes in em-
ployrnont and. residence wgs never intended as e means of surveillance . Tne
requirement was set forth because in connection xilth property interssts,

“heNr~Hgur5T*inNir~aTF*p~r7GnTwho~have left the centers on indefinite
leave*
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business matters, or family'emergencies, the War Relocation Authority is con-
stantly in need of having the relocated evacueels correct address. In the
event of a sudden flare-up of public sentiment in a community where evacuees
have their resiceia-ce-j it is iImportant that the ¥ar jRelocation Authority
should be able to get in touch with tliocse evacuee residents -quickly. The
knowledge of the. whereabouts of released evacuees obtained through the re-
ports also enables tjie Authority to take precautionary steps to prevent the
occurrence of hostile incidents Finally9 it is simply good administration

in this unprecedented program to be able to inform others where these people
are.

4= The puroose of the community acceptance requirement3

Willingness on the part of he community to accept evacuees has proved
to be the major factor in successful relocation of the evacuees to private
life It must be-remembered that prior; to evacuation, comparatively few com-
munities in the United States at a whcae had ever contained persons of Japan-
ese race? the majority of residents in such conununities had never had any con--
tact whatsoever with Japanese Americans and-knew nothing about them. From
the attack on Pearl Harbor until evacuation beoame a fact agitation and pres-
sure group tactics had widely publicised unsubstantiated charges against this
entire minority group? ad. Japanese Americans were objects of both hostility
and fear.

Originally conm™unity acceptance was investigated by the Washington of-
fice through contacts with a few local oi"ficials and organizations in the
place named by tHe applicant for indefinite leave as his destination, t//ith
the establishment of relocation field offices™ theitask of securing coMnunioy
acceptance became a function of the R.elocation Officer. He became, In a sense
an educator of the comunilLty, .ad his. ec.hnique was devised to sti“iulsm “"suf-
fielen™b local in"teTes"t for "the devslopnien®t of local ccnimit.tees which vtould as-
sume the responsibility of introducing the evacuee to the life of the community.
Church groupsj educational organizations? local editors, business and profes”
sional organizations, and various officials have responded well in llany local-
ities to reauests for their cooperation and have nelpea to disseminatG accur-
ate information about "the 6vs.cu.ated people wi''fch a vie¥/ "to disspelling legends
and rumors which had stood in the way of evacuee~rehabilitata. iic

wi.- . 1
The current problem of relocation

The chief problems confronting the 7/ar R.elocation Authority today biq
tv; 2 persuading the evacuees to go aut-, and (2) informing the public of the
facts about evacuees®eligible to relocate in order to further their accept-
ance. The two problems are closely intercelated since non-acceptancereal
or fanc-eed, definitely blocks any but the most courageous from relocatinge

There are thousands more job opportunities than there are people who
will venture out to take them. The young singls people and the young married
couples vYithout children were the first to relocate® and at this time ifdey
have been pretty well drained avi/ay from the centers®. The War P.fclocation
Authority- s working now to encourage families and grotips of families "fio rew
locate, and it is these people with dependents who hesitate; assistance grants
and trial indefinite leave have been devised as incentives to the timid, and
family counselors work vdth family heads to formulat-e plans for relocation.



until such time &, the-military situation®.makes it possible .fa them
V/ur Department to revoke the exclusion., ordershow £ipplicable to-the

Coast area, the “IRA will continue cen e.ring .its . ligj. .eff%r on relocating
in communities outside ¥IMcarea the fasiliy groups and sin™.e-"individuals still
residing -:iri he eight,relocation ceriters*



