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Berkeley, California
13 July 199

Edward N* Barnhart, Assistant Professor
Department of Speech

k2k Wheeler Hall

University of California

Berkeley 1;,California

Dear Professor Barnhart:

By the tims of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, there
were city and county defense councils in most of the cities and coun-
ties of the state. They were created by local ordinance, runder
authority of the state law which authorized them. Their formation was
encouraged not only by the State Council of Defense but also by the
Headquarters of the Commanding General of the Western Defense Command.
In addition, of course, there was similar encouragement, amounting to
insistence, from the Federal Office of Civilian Defense in Washington
and the regional OOD offices established by that Federal agency which,
in our case, maintained headquarters in San Francisco for the Ninth
Regional Civilian Defense Area* In most cases, these city defense
coimcils were headed up by the mayor or city manager, the county
councils being headed up by the chairmen of boards of supervisors, the
district attorney, or the sheriff*

think it would be worthwrhile for you to get in touch with
Mr. Burton Washburn, Secretary of the California State Disaster Council,
in Sacramento. !IMs is the successor agency to the California State
Defense (later War) Council, To the extent that files and records are
centrally available, they would be in his custociy.

If you wish to go so far, you could, of course, address com-

munications to the city clerks and county clerks, asking them to examine
the records of their local defense councils to determine whether resolutions

Health Officer, Los Angeles

CLARENCE E. WAGNER
City Councilman, Long Beach
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on this subject were adopted by them, and, more par_ticularlg, to look back
to the record of resolutions adopted by city councils and "boards of super-
visors to determine whether resolutions were adopted by them during the
period from ~earl Harbor until the order of the Commanding General for
evacuation*

Ihe California Newspaper Publishers* Association offices in San
Francisco and “os Angeles might be helpful in giving you access to the editors
of local papers where expressions of editorial opinion might be found. In
view of the nature of your interest, | am confident you would get much more
cooperation than Mr, Grodzins woulLd secure to maintain his thesis.

Lichard Graves
Executive Director

RGsjh



424 ~heeler Hall
15 July 1949

Mr* Barton faeh"burn, Secy*

California State Disaster Coancll
16th Street

Seoram”ito, Celifornia

De r iir* WealrAum:

Mr* KicMiard Graves of the Baagae of California Cities
gave e /outr and suggested th&t | v/rite to you for some ini‘ortaation
in connection vvith  book which ~ colleague coid_I are writing on the
background of iiie oapai”se evacuation from the Toast in the the
efter Pearl Hirtosr. A took bas recently "been piiblished by the
University of Chicago entitled ~Americojris BetrayedM "y K.Gro<i2ins#
which pictures tli© evacaation of tl"e Japanese ag purred
presBare gi' apsn acting from econoadc w tires* #h€ author pictures
locs| and state politicians a8 &ctlng in concert ¥iit> these groaps
and "guidinjg” pdblic opinioja iii favor o.f cvacuat jon#

Our roaain™ or the pietiire suggests that is "thesis is

entirely wrong; we fine  that ali sections of 1 ‘© population became
alarmed’ a/bouthAhe possibility of Japeapse sabotage ptout ths savie
tiuie and pressed, for soue sort ot &cti n, and that no one group or

8 11 nuciber of groups can "be shown to have ”pi*essured” opinion.

confirm our theses we are anxious to secaie as amch
evidence we can shcmiiag’ the wides reed charecter of this concsrru

I hpve found resolutions, of ciUes end county "beards of aip&rvlLsors,
grtrrw)c\i/ AU.ri€s> service, cIuIS8, %a?tc» etc* Y In one Prroap of

organizations which existed during thie war »l*out whidi we have rery
éittle_lirgforraetion n this point, na&ely, tlie city ~nd county Defense
oancils

B uld it "be 3>0"i"ble to geesure, ftoia ~rour files, a picture of
how many C?*lifornia city and county Defense Councils passed reeolations
aavocetirig the renaoval of ene” aliens, or Japenege nation838or all
Japanese (or whatever group was specified from the coast? The
text of such resolutions would te of great interest, if tliQse could
I>e secured#

I would very much like to hear from v u of the possibility
of secaring this information. Mr. Greres thou”it ihat cp the successor
??fggy to the State Defence Council jour organization have tte old
Sincerely

Edward E, Barnhart
Assistant professor
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Mr* Edward N, Barnhart, Assistant Professor
University of California

hzK "Wheeler Hall

Berkeley U9 California

Dear Professor Barnhart:

This is in answer to your letter of July 15,1949 written at
the suggestion of Mr. Richard Graves and requesting information
as to the background of the Japanese evacuation from the
Pacific Coast in the months after Pearl Harbor.

The present state administration came into the wartime program
January 1943 and the records of the California State 17ar
Council do not reveal any resolutions or letters which would
indicate the feeling of the public on that subject*

The records of the Office of Civilian Defense which existed
at the time the Japanese were removed from the Coast are un-
doubtedly stored in some state warehouse and we have no
facilities for making a search to obtain direct information
from that source* "

am informed by a former employee of the 194*1-1942 Council
of Defense that Minutes of the Council were filed with the
University of California and the State Library at Sacramento,
and | wotild suggest that inquiry be made to obtain such in-
formation as may be contained in those records.

Regretting nmy inability to give you direct information on
the subject, I am

Sincerely,
BURTON WASHBURN
Secretary

BW:akl
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May 1 1951

Mr* Edward N, Barnhart

Assistant Professor
V/heeler Hall

Berkeley B, California

Dear Professor Barnhart:

I have your letter of the 26th
In regard to the Japanese situation immediately after the out-
break of the war and take pleasure iIn answering It to the best
of my ability although my recollection about some details may
be rather hazy after this laps© of time.

WO had a large Japanese popula-
tion in the County prior to the war ich resulted iIn a great
deal of dissatisfaction, particularly because of the large
number of Japanese sutdents milo were getting iIn to the county
schools. We also had considerable agitation iIn regard to the
Alien Land Law and quite a number of attempts were made to
enforce 1t but without decided success because of the technical
difficulties In the way.

The first reaction after Pearl
Harbor was, | take it, the same as throughout the country;
mingled anger and resentment, with some fear, though the fear
did not persist very long. When stops were being taken in re-
gard to zoning, there was a decided objection in this county
to moving Japanese from the coast counties to the interior
counties* This objection was particularly strong among the
rural elements and was expressed by the Parra Bureau and the
Associated Panaors, althou™i i1t did not ext&t In the town and
"cities. It was felt that removing the Japanese from the coast
to the interior would simply burden the interior counties with addi-
tional responsibility* Then there was a feeling that if the
Japanese were to b© moved at all, they should be moved out of
the statee There never was any particular panic iIn this county,
at least after the first few days and som© of the groups,
especially the church groups took a more Hliberal attitude than
the groups that I referred to above* There was a feeling that
some distinction should be drawn between the Japanese and the
German and Italian,, elementse Many of the Italians and Germans
residents had lived here for many years, but had not taken the
trouble of getting naturalized.



Mr. Edward N. Barnhart
May 1,171
Pa™Q Two -

I do not believe that !!© Army
responded to any pressure from this county and its decisions
except iIn regard to moving the Japanese from the coast were
generally approved and cooperation was given by the local
organizations.

I was the head of the Tu ap©
County Defense Council at the time and 1 do not recall tEat
) position_in regard to thefproceedings

of the Army, except iIn regard to moving the Japanese from th®
coast counties. The council did feel strongly that i1t was not
advisable= The council did, bf course, do iIts best to keep the
Japanese as far as possible away from public places. 1 advised
the few Japanese, with whom I was i1n dontact that it would bO
better that they not come to town or b6 seen iIn public places.

So far as | know, there was
never any violence or threats of violence and the energy of
the people was devoted to matters of defense, like thO air
ragd warning system, establishing organizations of wardens
and etc.

i IT there Is any more information
that 1 can add to this somewhat vague statement, 1 wish you
would feel free to call upon me*

With best regards, | am,

Very truly yours,

WCH: I1d



Defense Councils

Incor”iple e picture Grodzins relied, as he indicates
infootnote on nnewspaper clippings, files of Dept, of Jus ice,
and files of congressmen and sena ors.” (page 122; book) His
statement in book does not-agree with a tabulation of his found
in files of a few in the files; indicated by TEXT af er dat®©.

According to file tabula ion this is the picture.

California State Council of Defense came out January 22

in favor of keeping enemy aliens on farms under govt, guard.

Oc\ganside Feb, 7

El. Monte Feb 10.

Atascadero Feb 10-

Ukiah Feb 10-

GsHden City Feb 11- & //
Col fas n Feb 11

Gardena Feb 19 -

S"n Bernadino Feb 24.

Indio Feb 27

Orange Cove MY 16

Oregon -* 1 city - Feb 2



ACTION TAKEN BY CITY AND GOIFTY

DEFENSE COUNCILS

California

California State Council of Defense 1/22/42
Enemy aliens snhould be left on farms to aid in agricultural
production, but sheuld be wa ched tiy government agents.

Three Rivers 2/ 2
Intern J citizens and all other aliens
El Monte 2/10/42
Evacuate
Stanislaus c uii y 2/10/42
Move 200 miles inland 4 *4-JU -
Ukiah 2/10/42

Evacuer e all Js from the combat zone

Los AngelesCX~ 2/11/42
nAIll na ive bom citizens of Japanese descent no selected for
Army service shall...be interned for the period of the war.n

Garden City 2/ 11/42

Evacuate all enemy aliens and citizens of questionable
10yal y from the."wes coast

Colfax 2/11/42
Remove all Js from Placer C Unhty

Oceanside _ 217142
Evacuate all Js have trusteeships for property

N e—Angoi  *Lotnrty*

t GCardena 2/19/42
Remove all aliens-mnd citizens of questionable loyalty
San Bernardino 2/24/42
Evacuate all Js
Indio 2127142
Evacuate all Js
San Bernardino county/ - 3/13/42 3
Evacuate all Js
Butte (V niw» 3/ ?/42
Evacuate all Js ‘M
“Washington--Pierce County "2/16/42
Evacuate all Js
2/120/42

mr"®ern all enemy aliens



ACTION TAKEN BY CITY AND COUNTY

DEFENSE COUNCILS

California

California State C «noil of Defense 1/22/42
Enemy aliens auhould be left on farms to aid in agrioultural
production* but sh«uld be watohod by government agents.

Three Rivers 21242
Intern J oitiEens and all other aliens

El HHote
Byaou&te

Stanislaus County
More 200 miles inland

-
Evaouate all Js from the oombat «on«

Lot Angeles 2/11/42
wAll native D r oitlsens of Japanese descent not selected for
Array 80rvld® shall *#4© Intermed for tho period I;® war *w

Garden City

L . ) . 2/11/42
Evaoxi't 11 ewwwy aliens tind oitisenB of questionabl®
loymlty from th© west ooast*

Remove all J« from Placer County

Ooednsid. 2/ /42
Evaouato all Jt] have trusteeships for property

Los Angelesbounty 2/19/42

Gardena 2/19/42

Remove allaliens™and oltisens of questionable loyalty

San Bernardino 2/24/42
EY&oiuite all Js

Tndio 2/27/42
Evaouate all Js

San Bernardino County 3/3/42
Evacuate all Js

Butte County 3/ ?/42
Evacuate all Js

Washin~tfon—Piero® County
kTaouate all Js

ArisonA-"Olendale 2/20/42
Intern all #nemy aliens



Stanislaus County Defense Council, Modesto, California Tolan 11239

Report "oy L.A.Cleary, 'hairman, Stanislaus County Defense Council

At a meeting of the Stanislaue bounty Defense C u.ncil on Friday,
Fetruaiy 6,1942, the following resolution was unanimously adopted:

“bereas the State of California, "because of its geographic location
is of immense strategic importance in a war with Jspan; and

Whereas more war industries and raanafacturin®; plants are located
in the State of C8iif rnia than in practically any otherState in the
Union1;and

Whereas, the large part of the entire Japanese alien population of
the United States is located in the State of California; and

Whereas it is essential for the protection of the people, industries
end. property of this State that some immediate effective sni orderly
plan "be adopted for eliminating danger of sabotage and fifth column
activities; Now, therefore, it is hereby

Resolved "by the Stanislaus County Defense Council in r gular
meeting assemtled as follows, to wit:

1» Poiat the federal Governaent of the United. States through its
proper agencies should take immediate steps to remove all Japanese eneciy
aliens from the territory in the State of "ali&rnia within 200 miles
of the Pacific coast lines;

2. That said Japanese eneay aliens so removed soald "be placed in
some suitatle portion of the United States where they may "be kept under
constant surveillance and cared, for in such a way as to eliminate as

far as possible the possibility of a pax repetition of "the fifth column
activities that occurred at Pearl Harbor;

3. Ttiat this defense council repsectfully requests t the President
of the ~nites States, the Attorney Gei”~ral of ttie United Stetes, and all

%tr;er responsible officials take action on this niatter without further
elay;

4 That a copy of this resolution "be sent to tte President of the
United States, Attorney General of the U.S., all Senators, and

Congressmen representing the ~tate of California, ai® to other county

defense councils and to ex-servicemen” organiz- tion in the State of
Ga ifornia*



