


tnyone who wishes to withdrew his membership in the
Hoshi Dan or Seinen Dan may do so. 1o one will be forced
rut of this camp if he withdraws his membership. Member-
sn the Foshi Dan or Seinen Dan does not guarantee
that vou will be kept in this Center. All who wish to
withdraw from the Hoshi Dan or Sginen Dan should call at
either the Internal Security or Colonial Police Department.
Tf he cannot call he should write a letter to Mre Beste
Washington has ordered that the Special Project Rules
ard Pegulations issued Marech 16, 1945, 93534he oheyeda
Tf wou do not know what these Rules and Regulations
are, call at the Tnternal Securitv or Colonial Police

Department and they will be explained to yous

Je Ho DeWitt, Chief
Tnternal Security Section
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Members of the organizations, particularly the Hokoku Seinen Dan,
tell me that they are anxious to fight for Japan and that they should receive
at least the respect due to enemy patriots. I doubt very much whether they
are entitled even to that consideration, In the first place, the members of
the Hokoku .'Scinen Dan are alfiost .all American citizens., They were born in
the United States. ZEven by the Japanese code, lOJal ty is a matter of birthy
and this country, therefore, is the mother country'of the members of the
Se:diionn Dan, Yet in time of war those yourg men, who were born in this country
have betrayed it and have demonstrated their loyalty to the enemy. They are
not patriots, but traitors. Theylare, thank God, but a small minority of the
voung people of Japanese ancestry barn in this country, but they are a dis—
grace and a shame to their brother Japanese~Americans who have proved with
their blood that they understand what 1t _means to be loyal to the country of
one's birth.

Not only are the leaders of the Hokoku Seinen Dan traitors to the
country of their birth but it is very doubtful whether they are truly loyal
to Japan, 4 very large number of the leaders ar: Kibei who left Japan after
1937, In that year Japan commenced the China Incident which, although it was
not a declared war, was nevertheless a bloody and costly one. ZEver since
1937 soldiers of the Japanesc Army havc been fighting in China, Ever since
that time there has been compulsory military service in Japan. Of course,
fow people left Japan who werce actually drafted but many of the young men who
werc 17, 18 or 19 in those ycars left oneyjump aghead of the draft. If you do
not believe this, look around among your Kibei fricnds., Ask yourselves ‘
vhy thesec boyswwho now say they arc so anxious to,fight and dic for the Emperor
didn't stay and do,s0 when they had the chance., VAsk yourselves why it is only
now, when tHCy are snug and safe in an American camp for the duration of the
war, that theoy#decide that they want to fight for Japan., Is it not that they
¥now they will go back to Japan after the war and know that the veterans of
the Japanese Army will ask them why they left during the Chinese war and
\where they were when the fighting was going on? Is it not their hopc that
by this foolish headwshaving and bugle~blowing they will persuade peoplc of
their Japanese patriotism even though vhen they were last in Japan they fled
the draft?

Some of the yeung men admit they left Japan during the fighting in China,
but say they are now going back on an exchange ship and fight. Therc is reason to
doubt their sincerity. In the first place, while they were making thesc assere
tions it looked to everyone as if there would be no more exchanges during the
war, although throughout the entire war the Unit ed States government has beon
anxious to exchange Japanese nationals desiring to return to Japan for America
citizens in the Orient. Japan had agreed to only two exchanges and had not
agreed to any since October, 1943, Thus it seemed perfectly safe for thc boys
wvho did not fight when they had the chmriee to say that now they wanted to go
back on an exchange ship and fight. Ingthe Sacond place it is not at all clear
yvet what the conditions of the eéxchange will be, or even if there will be oncy
Ordinarily men of military age \are not exChange ory if they ar'ey an agreement
is made between the belligerents forbidfding them to fight, This may be included
in the terms of the contemplated exchange. The boasters still may be safes

liany of the leaders of the Sokuji Kikoku Hoshi Dan and the Hokaku
Scinen Dan have expressed the view that the activities of these organizations
are permissible since residents at this Center werec told, when it was estab-
lished as a segregation center, that his Camp was to be for persons who look
toward a future in Japan end, inja sensé, was to bec for persons who were loyal
to Japan. This is wholly wrong, & It'Mis trup that this Camn was sct aside as
a segregation center and that by ;nd larzéupcrsons who were denied leave clear—
ance were transferred herce It is also"truc that many persons who were segre—
gated here had already declined to e¢xpress their loyalty to the United Statcs,
Many peopley however, came here to be with their families or for other reasons
unrelated to loyalty to Japan. Thus, it is incorrect to say that this is a
camp exclusively for Japanesc patriots and that pro-Japanese activity is there-
fore permissibles No Government can force inner loyalty., These Issei who
feel loyal to Japan may live quietly in the Camp and continuc to fecel that
loyalty. These Nisei who feel loyal to Japan may, under the new statute,
apply for renunciation of their citizenship; and, if it is approved, they,
like their elders, may live in a Camp quictly and continue to feel that
loyalty. No one, however, has the right to engage in pro-Japancse demon-
strations and parades or to publish pro-Japanese newspapersor to wear a semi-
military uniform bearing the emblem of the Rising Sun on it. UWhat is even
more important, no one loyal to Japan has the right herc to seck to convert
others to that loyalty., I am well aware that your two organizations have put
pressure on residents of this Center to assert loyalty to Japan and that in a







/ OFFICE OF THE
UNDER SECRETARY
UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON 25
July 12, 1945.

Mr. Ernest Besig, Director,
Northern California Branch,
American Civil Liberties Union,
216 Pine Street,
San Francisco 4, Califormia.

My dear Mr. Besig:

Secretary Ickes has referred to me your letter of July 6 relating to occur-
rences at the Tule Lake Center in California.

I am inquiring into the situations to which you refer, and will communicate
with you as soon as it is possible to obtain the necessary information.

Sincerely yours,
-~

Under Secretary.




 OFFICE OF THE
UNDER SECRETARY :
UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON 25
i]__r_ 3,_@_]_.; July 20, 1945.

Mr. Ernest Besig, Director,
Northern California Branch,
American Civil Liberties Union,
216 Pine Street,
San Francisco 4, California.

My dear Mr, Besig:

I have your letter of July 17 with further reference to your complaints about
alleged conditions at Tule Lake. I am causing an investigation to be made of this
situation, as I previously advised you; but I would not want either you or the
persons whom you represent to govern your conduct in a matter of this importance by
an erroneous impression of the speed with which we can act. As you will understand,
it is necessary for me to cause a careful investigation to be made. This will neces-
sarily require some time, although the investigation is being pressed with all possi-
ble diligence. I am advising you of this so that you may proceed in light of the
probable time schedule,

incerel
Sincere y}yog; 5

/

/e

Under ‘Secre




July 6, 1945,

Hom, Harold lokes,
Secretary of the Interior,
iashingben, D,C,

Doay Mr, Ickesq
Bmooutive Commitbee meeting yesterdsy

i was instructed %o write $o you sbout & situstion that has
arisen at the Tule Lalte Segregation Cemter in Celifornia,

nder date of Verch 16, 1045, Mr, R, R, Best,
the Projoct Uirector, promulgated cortain Speeial Projoet
‘ } rogulations go for beyend enything that

i8 pregently

Consplracy Statute, fmith Cedi@ion Ach,
delfgn 1ty 1 ¢

ragulation

violating any of' the ab ationg will

prpmn T a1
oont inemeny

sgulations, the Project Directer
0 and Jury snd Lord High Hwmecutione
Lew experts find the exercise of such

autherity to be unprecedembed,

6 ys our sttention was oalled to two csses
involving léeyear-old boys, Jack Tekshaghi, we understend,
wag gonbenced Yo Y‘f?“ds:yw in jail for wearing s sweat shirt that
s held to viclete the rogulations, sud Thomes 7, Imagawa, we
are informed, was sentemved to 370 days in jail,with 120 deys
suspended,because he algo wore prohibited gerb end in doing so
violated probetion which he received when he was prosecuted for
the illegal blowing of a bugle under Regulation No, 1. Wo pree
sumo that both Loys were convicted under Regulation Nos 2 which
provides thet "The wearing of sny ingignia, emblome or germents
symbolie of or indlosting eny form of Jepanese nationalism or
Japanese nationelistic organisations, is prohibited,

%o think the sentences meted out in these cases
are shoeking, the esse of Thoma Imegewn, since the sembtence
is five days more than a year, he hes, in offect, boen convioted
of a folemy without the bemefit of a jury trisl, Just what limit
the project director would place on his sentences we have no wey
of knowing, nor do the people who are supposed to sbide by the
regulstionie

Wie have informed verious segregees ut Tule leke




Hone Harold Ickes July 6, 1948,

thet we will be glad %o bring appropriste mroseedings in the courts to
remody this situat idons In feot, omo os aur ahtorneys wus about to file
habeas vorpus proceedings in tho U.%, riet Court wvhen the paron'hs
cu’ the ‘uo,,ra reeasted ue to wiih! “ud aatmz» One wommn wyote us that
The pearente end childrons have swore o anduve all this scts » 820 oven
ree @'nu e killed by the loval uuﬁ.uurJ in charge, all in %the feeling
that they will reverge 'he firm foolingses on the part of the
solonisty are go g L oan not do anything, For the timo being st

2 » "

thelr requegt please lsawe things ag it 1.

Yy : 48 of Tho opinion Thet you must be unine
formed o ghous situation et Tule lake gtherwise it would net
~-"’lcem* a nd I have ;‘ ‘wza"ru:.:ued to appeal to you to take
su:é; :mdml 3 g the pitue wﬂ;a. Bon't you plesse invese
1 ad in due time of your rescotion,




THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON 25, D. C.

AUG, 3 1944

My dear lMr. Besig:

I heve read with concern your letter of July 14, written efter your visit
to the Tule leke Segregation Center, An investigation of the ecircumstances
and the results of your visit indicaete that your unfortunate lack of understand-
ing of the intricate administretive problems commected with the Tule Lake
Center and perhaps a mutual mistrust on your part and on the part of those in
charge of the Center have brought about an unheppy situation.

The problem presemted by the Tule lake Center is by no means a simple
one, and I think thet there is nothing to be gained by recrimination between
individuals and administrators, all of whom are interested in protecting the
constitutional rights of the residents of this camp.

Neither the Director of the War Relocation Authority nor I have any dis-
position whatever to deny to any resident of Tule Lake his right to coumel
and advice with respect to his legal rights, It is the poliecy of the Authority
end the Department te mske every reasomable provision to this end, At the
some time it is not administratively feasible to allow unrestricted access to
the Center for all persons who have or think that they have some interest or
business with any of its residents. If he has not already dome so, the Director
of the War Relocation Authority will indicate to you that any resident of the
Center who so requests in writing mey confer with an attorney of his own
choosing at reasonable hours with complete privacy. If any resident so requests,
he may also confer with you or any other representative of the American Civil
Liberties Union, provided that the representative is authorized by the National
Director of that organization to visit the Center for such purpose.

I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr, Roger N, Baldwin, National
Director of the American Civil Liberties Union.

Sincerely yours,

(SIGNED) Hareld I, Ickes
Secretary of the Interior.

&, Ernest Besig,
Direotor, Northern California Brench,
Amoricen Civil Liberties Union,
216 Pine Street,
San Franciseo 4, Celifornia,
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

WASHINGTON

Mr., Ernest Besig,
Director, Northern California Branch,
American Civil Liberties Union,
216 Pine Street,
San Francisco L, California.

My dear Mr. Besig:

This is in further reply to your letters of July 6 and July 17 concerning
detentions at Tule Lake for violation of the special project regulations pro-
hibiting Japanese nationalistic activities. We have completed our investigation
and in this letter I shall report rather fully our findings and conclusions,

Basically there are, I believe, three points that concern you: (1) the
need for and hence the reasonableness of the special project regulations, (2) the
apparent lack of any limitations upon the discretion of the Project Director in
enforcing the regulations, and (3) an apparent abuse of authority in imposing
certain sentences involving minors. I should like to take up each of these
points in turn,

1., TWhen Tule Lake became a segregation center, WRA adopted a policy of
permitting evacuees to operate Japanese language schools and engage in Japanese
cultural activities, in recognition of the fact that many of the residents sine
cerely desired repatriation to Japan and that their children should be given an
opportunity to become acquainted with Japanese culture. Unfortunately this policy
was utilized as an entering wedge by a number of strongly pro-Japanese evacuees
for the formation of virulently pro-Japanese nationalistic organizations. These
evacuees were motivated chiefly by the desire to attain standing in the eyes of
the Japanese government and obtain positions of leadership in the colony. To
this end they instituted Japanese-type military drill, mass exercises, bugling,
wearing of Japanese insignia, emperor worship ceremonials, pro-Japanese demon-
strations, and other purely Japanese nationalistic activities designed not to
serve any cultural purposes but to instill in the Tule Lake people a fanatieal
devotion to the principles of the militarist regime in Japan. By preying on fear
of Selective Service they induced parents to exert pressure on their children to
Join the organizations. In addition they resorted to intimidation, threats of
violence and actual violence in coercing residents to join the organizations and
participate in their demonstrations. It was primarily due to the pressures of

| these organizations that over 80 per cent of the citizens eligible to do so

| applied for renunciation of citizenship this past winter., When Department of
Justice representatives arrived at Tule Lake to conduct hearings on applications,
the organizations stepped up their demonstrations and their pressures on the
applicants. Undoubtedly many of the applicants were in the grip of the emotional




hysteria created by these organizations, or actually acting under fear of
violence, in confirming their desire to renounce citizenship during the hearings.
The general uniformity of the answers given indicated that the applicants were
well coacheds These facts are reflected in an increasing volume of cancellation
requests from Tule Lake renunciants, who frankly state in many cases that they
were acting under compulsion in renouncing their citizenship.

On January 19, 1945, lMr. John Burling, special representative of the Attorney
General conducting renunciation hearings at Tule Lake, addressed a letter to the
heads of the two principal organizations setting forth the position of the
Department of Justice toward the activities of the organization. A copy of that
letter is enclosed (Exhibit I). In that letter Mr., Burling, speaking for the
Attorney General, strongly condemned the activities of the organizations and
stated that they must stop. Despite this letter, which was widely circulated in
the center, the activities of the organizations did not abate. In order to
maintain peace and order, protect the Tule Lake residents who were loyal to this
country or who disagreed with the aims and objectives of the organizations, and
to stop the subversive activities of these groups, two steps were taken. One
was the transfer of the known alien leaders of the organizations (including per-
sons who had renounced their citizenship) to internment camps. The other was
the adoption of the special project regulations prohibiting the overt demonstra-
tions which were fundamental to the organizations' programs.

As a result of these two steps the organizations have lost much of their
prestige. Many evacuees who joined the organizations have notified WRA of their
withdrawal from membership. Opposition to the organizations has come out of
hiding. Nevertheless the influence of the organizations is still strong, and
their activities continue. The Director of the War Relocation Authority believes
enforcement of the special project regulations is still necessary in order to
maintain law and order at Tule Lake and guarantee to the law-abiding residents
the right to live in peace and free from fear of violemce and recrimination for
failure to assert aggressive loyalty to Japanese war aims. In the light of the
facts I am unable to disagree with his conclusion.

2. As you state, the special project regulations assign no definite penalty
for the prohibited acts. These regulations were, however, issued under and
subject to the provisions of WRA internal security regulations applicable to all
centers (Exhibit II)s These over-all regulations prescribe procedural safeguards
with respect to arrests and prompt arraignment and hearing. The right of the
accused to counsel is guaranteed and the Project Director is specifically
responsible for seeing that a complete case is fairly presented. The maximum
penalty that can be imposed by a Project Director for commission of any one
offense is imprisonment for not more than three months, In addition, any evacuee
may of course carry his case directly to the Director of the Authority if he
believes that he has been unjustly dealt with, and during the course of center
operations a number of evacuees have done so.

Our investigation has revealed no departure from these over-all regulations
by the Project Director in the enforcement of the special project regulations.
While the sentence imposed in a number of cases has exceeded 90 days, this has




Hone. Abe Fortas ' August 14, 1945 page 2

the end Jjustifies the means that have boen resorted to in the present situation,

We are glad to learn that there ig a S-months' maximum penalty on
gentences imposed on any charge. Dven if we accept the judieiel authority of the
project director, we think there ought ‘Yo be some limitation on the sentence thet
cen be meted out in each oamge, Wo have examined the statements conserning four
of the five youths who are now imprisoned and we find abgent from them any allega-
tiong thet the boys in question engaged in any actual violence or intiémidation of
any person, In the sbsence of ‘such violonce or intimidation, it seems to us that
a 270=day dentence for Imagawa, which the center paper erroneously listed st 370
deys, is olearly excessive, .

Just & couple of days agoy 1 wag disoussing with a former resident of
the aenter the adtivities of these boys, If his work ean be accepted, the aotivitiea
of the boys are merely a nuisanee, since they disturb the camp by their early
morning rising and bugle blowing. It seems to me that appropriate action could
have ‘been taken azeinst these youths without resorting to the Speeial Project
Regulations,

I regre¥ that we felt 1% necessery in view of the position taken by
your- department tg file petitions for writs of hebeas corpuss As you undoubtedly
know, orders to show csuge have been made returnable before Hons, A, ¥4 Ste Sure
on Monday, August 20s We have at this time made no effort to sdoure publiecity
on the lgsues of the oasess IHowever, it is not our position thet whet we regard
as & denial of due prosess should be kept a confidential metiers i dnoe
the gessation of heogtilities hag just boen announced, I suppose there will be
en end to the Tule baeke Camp in the near future and possibly & mooting of the
cagos.

Sincerely yours,

-

Ernest Besig, Director

»




been because more than one offense was committed. TWe have found no instance in
which the sentence imposed exceeded 90 days on any one ecount. Out of L5l persons
apprehended for open violation of the special project regulations, L2l have been
released without further action, after lectures on their behavior, Eleven
received sentences ranging from 90 to 270 dayse The remainder received sentences
of 90 to 360 days, with 60 te 250 days of the sentence suspended on condition
that they not violate the regulations after releases It has been the general
practice to carry out sentences of imprisonment only in cases where the violator
is recalcitrant and states that he will continue to disregard the regulations

if releaseds I believe that these facts reflect sane and considerate handling
~of this difficult probleme

3+ Four recent cases of violation, including the two you mention in your
letter of .July 6, have involved persons under 18 years of age. Reports on these
cases are enclosed (Exhibit III)., Despite the youth of the offenders, the facts
in the cases do not indicate in my Jjudgment that the sentences imposed were
unnecessarily harsh or that the cases could have been handled satisfactorily in
some other manner,

- None of the four youths involved in these cases has been classified as a
detainee by the Western Defense Command or by the Department of Justice. So
long as they wish to remain residents of the center they will be required under
WRA regulations to serve their sentencess They are, however, free at any time
to leave the center even if they are serving a sentence for violation of center
regulationss The War Relocation Authority does not maintain that it has power
to detain any person who is eligible to leave the center and wishes to do so,
even if he is being disciplined for violation of project regulations, Adminis-
trative Notice No, 207, which prescribes this policy, is enclosed (Exhibit IV).
I should also point out that the Authority could legally expel any such person
from a center, although as a matter of policy this power is exercised only in
aggravated cases.

In summary, I am unable to conclude on the basis of our investigation that
the special project regulations are unnecessary, that the WRA procedures for
enforcement of the regulations are unreasonable, or that the Project Director at
Tule Lake has exceeded his authority or been other than temperate under the
circumstances in enforcing the regulationse I do not, of course, believe that
my Judgment should interfere with any action that the American Civil Liberties
Union might deem appropriate under the circumstances, I should like to point
out, however, that action such as you propose will doubtless be widely publicized.
Enemies of the evacuees on the West Coast will undoubtedly play up the activities
of the pro-Japanese organizations which will be the basis for the Government's
defense, oo far as the long run interests of persons of Japanese ancestry in
this country are concerned, I think that the contemplated action would be a
serious mistake.

Sinceref§7$pursb
/ ; /

A/.

/ !/ [ A
/ gL’J 1 éf"n, )
Undér Secéretary.




August 14, 1945

Honorsble Abe Fortas

Under Secretary

Department of the Interior
Weshington, D, C,

Doar Mr, Yortas:

I gm grateful to you for your excellent
report of August @ conoerning the arrests at the Tule Leke
Center arising under the Special Project Regulations, I
was partioularly interested in your deelaration, supported
by "Administretive Notice No, 207", that the boys now
imprisoned are "freoe at any time to leave the center even
if they mre serving a sertence for vielation of ocenter

regulations”,

This is the first time the administrative
notice has been called to our attention and we are wonderw
ing whether it was advertised at the Tule Lake Center? As
far as 1 can discover, the segregees are ignorant about the
metter, although I em meking a speeiel investigation to deter-
mine just how much is known ebout it there,

The epplication of this new polioy to minors
rgiges some very nice questions, Let us assume for the seke
of argument that the judgments in gquestion ecould be set aside
for denial of dus process. Under the "notice", children
would be compelled either to accept their unlawful imprison-
ment or to suffer banishment from the comminity wherein their
parents end guardisns ere in forced residence under war-time
exigenaies, It coemm to us thet the cholee that 1s offered
is mordlly end, I hope, legally, wronge.

We do not deny the existence of militant
pressure. groups st the Tule Leke Center whose members have
resorted to threats and violence in order to switeh the
allegiance of the segregeess But no matter how bad the

- members of these organizations are, we insist they are entitled
to due process of law, DlMoreover, they ought to be subject
to tho same laws as the rest of the people in the United
Stetes, We think the Special Projeat Regulations zo beyond
the lews that Congress hes enacted for the protection of the
country sgeinst subversive activities, We cen not agree that

EADT
- 1.:,0).\}'.‘ -




