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Naksmura

PTY LEAN BISPATEH

The Daily tulean Dispateh, pub lished daily except Sunday, is
the official mimeogre-hed newsheet of the Tule lake frojset and
is responsible for the dissemination efid news end informetion

among the 15,000 evecueesresidents. Circuletion is 4700 copies

and a copy is distributed to each eprtment by the Dloek “enagers

of respective mmmmbmmmtm blocks. Copies are slso delivered to
administretive personusl and school teschers. Lore than s
or organization are listed in tﬁe axchenge lists,
various WRA offices, university libraries, social
workers, churches,and other project papers.
deadline for all new
release day. APter the stories are copyresd for verification
1d accuracy as well 28 corrections off grammestical errors,
1re retyped into durmy forns. letters are sssenb

on chlank sample shaets and a meke=up dummy sheet is made. +his

ig cut on stenicil and runned through the electric motor mimepgraph.




The peges, four on week days and two

but the pag

es are senerately bundled, and sent
where the pag e as=zembled. with priority incoveneience,
of staples was discontinued in leioher, 1942,

The orgenigstion of the staff

FEditor -- Executive functicn and supervision of all editorisl
and menagerial work. Assists the cdby edtior in masking-up
writes or esccepts editerials.

Uity Sditor -- In direct char ¥ the reporters. assigns
end read =21l copies. mak al he peges snd ta immdiste cherge
of tF roduction,

Literary “ditor -- In charge of the month

rwrites features end columms for the

cports L for -- rites all sports stor

tions. Yagkes up the sports page.

rromotion ““anager-- requisidions meterialsand ecuipment.

Cthers on the staff are reporters, clerks end techniciens

e

the Dispatch has been differert in thet unlike the other
depvartments with the exception fo the Commnity fetivities section,
_ For that resson,
its immediste supervisor wmmmm is en evscuee resident. The disorgeniation
the confuison,the strife, the frictions. within the steff hwe
interesting to record. the initistive {A/thé snd the incentity

from hhe evecuees #id in the examiles of the Ui psteh and the

Activities ssetion]




ts function as
or the sdministration. relessing vital instriectir
b director's office, During the fometive stefe of the

D newspaner. Un numerous occssions,

the éditors had resch and understandiz with the

administration as olicy fo the paper.

The admlnistrative staff considered The Dispatch as a
bulletin and entieely disregarded its
deadline, space limitation and' aent notes to the editorial
office to insert their articles verbatim far behind the dead-
line. Conseguently, dummy forms and even stencils were al-
tered to conform with the order. On numerous occasions,
"extras" were put out escpecially for the departmentsl heads
who insis®ed that the notice "must" be out ah dnece,

With the slow painful organization of the staff,with
addition of better wiriters and with the better journalistic
make-up of the paper, The Tulean Dispatch cained respect.

Forerunner of the present Dispatch was the "Information
Bulletin" initiated by Frank "Shin"™ Tanabe on May 27; 1942, the
day of the first arrival of volunteers from north Portland
assembly center. On subsequent days, more evacuees from rueel
Washington and Oregon and a small zroup from Clarksburg, Calif.,

arrived from the Center.

\ﬁﬁﬁie_jhe froject awaited the arrival of evacuees from

Sacramento and Marysvilie ass enter, a temporary newspaper

staff was set up by Frank Tanabe as a part of




ial (off the rescord)

8AGA OF THE TULEAN DISPATCH

Mg Daily Tulean Dispatoh, mimeographed news sheet published
six times @wweek or daily except Sunday, is the only mean of disseminating
news and infowpation among the 15,000 evaeuees in Tule Lake Project.
The Dispateh alSe, servds gs a bulletin sheet for the Administération
red@adigg vital Inglruygti®ns from the Project Director's office.
On numerous offasif@gi#8itors of The Dispatch had attempted to reach
an understanding With/theé~Administration as to the editorial policy
of the Projeot newWss® ether it was an adminstration bulletin
E, 3 guestioned in the mind of the editors.
: arly stage, regarded the Dispatch as
" was consbantly in désrespect of the Dispateh's
deadline, gekte limitation and ordered™s.the dditors in insert their
articleg\Jverbatim at the last minute. “onseguently, dummy forms and
even stehfils were altered to conform with She order. On numerous
occasiops, "extras" were released escpeciallyagor the departmental
heads who demsnded that the "article had to be 13%%3 such and such
time. ;

" ",
Slowly *he Digpateh gained respect with the impPevement of the
style of writ nga as the staff became more organized.

i ; .
Forerumner of the present paper is the "Imformatéon Bu'
initiated by Frank Tansbe on £f¢/ “ay 27, 1942, the day of the
anrival 68 ErAEALAL/1E4f volunteers from morth Protland center.
subsequent days, more arrived from the Oregon and Was ington, nota
rural people and a small group from Ylarksburg. ;
While the Project awaited the arrival of evacuces from Sacramento
end Marysville California, a temprory newspaper staff was set up by
Franmk Tenbe as a part of Recreation Bepartments The Staff ineluded
Ellen Nagate, Toki Kumata, Kunio Otani, Hilo “asegaws and Jemes Matsuo.
All were northern nisei who had had some high training in ®nglish composition
or journlailism. :
with the exception of Yames “atsuo who was from “larksburg,

Io place the negyspaper production in the Recreation depatment, fortu natly,
was temporary. he Recrcation “epartment was operating in ﬁH a single
barreckat 1808 in a very disorganiz d matter. *he Imformation Bepdétin

ﬁ/ occupied a the extreme end of the barrack where they published
four page paper three times a week. Working in the noise and confusion
with the reacreation workers . ..

The sing}e machinge produced athe paper and was toc old for +he
purpcse. The “he paper was constanly without supplies. Publication
had to be suspended for days at a time becuase there were insufficnet
paper supply.
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. The standard-of journalistic writing was that of highschool- standa
standsard. Art work could not have done- justice to a grammar school art
student. #4s far as gEEImAYe usuage was concersned, Tanabe kept his
eyes ppend but the Imformation "ulletin lacked good edtiroail judgement
and journalistiec style. £liiy ' Vi,

“artoons were use d in excess anw we're nt even humorus,
Poorly lacking in equipment to eut headlines, all-headlines were cut
freehand. As a result it looked hap hazard and-qxtremelg sloppy.-

Editors of Pinedale Logger and Walerga Wasp of “carmento
who were to be transfered to ‘ule Lake were confi dent of taking over
the papers on their arrival in the Project.

Mr. Theaodore Waller , chief of the comminity activities as cet tion,
who actually knowe kittle of newspaper work, even regarded Tanabe as _
uncapable of handling the paper. -He made it paldin tha +the whole newsp per
set up would be reorganized as scon as the Colony has reached its capaci ty.
Mr. Morton “aba, assisting Waller, spend his time largely on the newspape
and ZEAEAYEH /4K inspected the dummies before it went to presss In addititon
to the chaotic orgainisition, Mr. Gaba was fregeuntly not found when the
paper was ready to pul on stencils. ZIhiscaused/// provoked +the delay i
in the paper production and embittered the editors. At the same tiem,

Gaba was respected and liked by the staff as a guy who kenw his- stuff.

Waller was considered by his staff members as guite newrotic. He tired %o
accomplished the immense work that the rec deparmtnet by actually doing

the details of the works. As = result, there was little delegation of po wer
and the evatuee staff members did not know what heir duties were most of
the time. *he ¥ec sactivities included the library, newspaper, education,
Wacational and academic, and all social and forensicse (most of these were
allocated to the other depats.) :

Tanabe wkmew very well that Waller did not thingk him effiecent
and suited for the job as editor and awaited the editors of the assembly
papers to arrive. Walerga group came in first. Howard Imazeki, age =---
one-time editor of the Jasnese section foteh New World Sun and Nichibei
of San Francisco and more recently the city editori of the Walega Wasp
arrived and quietly assumed the post of ci ty editorship on The Dispatch.
Waller considered George ~akemura, editor of the Wa e ge kasp, to assume
the post but found “akemura "a bit cocky" and "too clever". Hg/d4diddd/¥ o
Gaba declared at tﬁﬂyﬂﬁﬂﬂf meeting attended by Tanabe, Faba and Harry liayeda,
appointed rec supervisor and ¥Waller, thatWalerga Wasp wasthe best a sembly
center apepre. However, Waller decided to wait until the transfer 5f all
evacuees from the assembly cneter were completes ,

In the meanwhile, Tanabe contineued to be the acting-editor
while Howard Imazeki whg did mots of the actual work. It was evident that
with Imazeki's age and expe rience, the newspaper took on a more professional
touch. § Personally, Waller disliked Nakemura end tried to prevent him
from joining the newspaper staff. Gaba openly favored Naksmura and finally
had him placed. ¥Nakamura carryieda gride against Waller and did not ramen
on the sgagg long. Also the etiginal staff members of the Imofrmation Bulletin,
had received a letter from " akamura while the latter was in Walerga Assmbly
Center requesting that the staff memvers of the Dispatch ¥g/¥i who were
being transfered aheda of him te given a chance on the Yispatch. They
misconstm ed as an intention to taken over athe apere.,

Cé Lo/




When akamurse arrived, Tanabe recieved him at his office coldly with
and shook his hand limply and ignored him for a week. It was obvious
that the staff idid not reélish hispresence in the office.

After a week on the Dis atch, =~ akamura qﬁi%/tterminated his position
as a feature editor of the Yispatch to teach journalism in the Adult
Education Department. JA/XHg/KdA1x/¢d/ “akemu-a was discuoraged the
slow progess ‘the Adult ducation was making in getting things organized
to iopen c¢lasses. Materials and equipment were lacking and propsective
instu tors we e idling awsy heir tim-s. "“akamura attempted to staté
a magazin- within the classes and solicted subs ription. This intitiativ e
was frowncd up n by the administra ion as private enterprise. Money
were refunded. Dr. rrapeis of the dpt. insisted that she put her
hands into veryt ing and akamura did not approve. &He received a
There was a considerable agument as to whether the magaziene which
was to be called Tempo was to placed under the Rely created Infomation
dept. Naamura trminated from the #dalt “ducati-n and returnes to the
Dispatch. By that time the members have become intimate with Nalmura
end prejudiced feeling had been so ewhat alleviateds

In :he meanwhile things have been chaing in the ”ispatoh offices
lir, arrived in the roject to take_over the newly cre ted Dispatch
I formation office of which the Yudan ispatch was an integral ap rt.
P?og.ess were increasingly evident as left the chaotic fold ofWialler and
his recreation depat. Throhgh the efo rt of Mre......, “he dispatch
acquired a new make-shift office, a more roomeier one at ®ec hall 1608.

A telphone was installed and stencil cutting equipment and office
ejuipment were requisition and were instently recieved as compa ed with
th e netanlign red ta e systme under Waller. Mr...... .did not attemtp
to critisize the, or even to insp{,/ censored the dummies and paper
started to come out more regualary and anot érrastically as it iddid.

Mree... left after a altoghe briei stay as soon as the paper started
to take a tune of firm establisiment,for a similar post at Poston
Relc ation cnentes.... Mr. Goss, onep-time city editor o f the Los™ngles
Times arrived in the Pro ect to as sume Mr.,. place cacacny.... Un the

day of his arrivel, Goss called the staff togetheor and #akke strictly

business, asking the staff to put out a more ff% professional looking
papers e frowned on coloumn and social news. The Dispatch again wmet

back to the censorship of the durmies befoee it went to press. Gosss
rejected meny news stories and escpecilally news feature which he consideered
either too"juvenile™ or without good constr ct on. The eidots fo nd him

e nuisance, chasing him around the Project looking for hime to examine the
articles. Oftimes the dwmies were actuall ripped out and stenecials re-cut.
Goss after a fews weeks stay 1 eft for pos ton ato tke up t a similial

job in Poston.. J,ohn Y. Yook arrived in t e Project and was invited to

th party to welecome him and bid *r.... farewell., Gandwiches were preper
end soda wter were served. At this time, proposal fo stating a maguzimen
with int eh Informationdept was brought up by Nekemura. Cook siad he

had the ﬁfﬁﬂ thought of aliterary magazine whimself and saying that he has
had a ge experince of writing to meagazaines and editing one. *“ehas wriittern
radio palys ofr big time ﬁﬂgiﬁﬁﬂh commercial programs.. <‘he newspaper

steff received hiﬁsffvoralgfimpression. *hy regarded him as a good ole'
Joes L L
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PMg////BifatBa Cook in contrsst towlike the idea of

haivng columns and crtoons and lots of human interest sutff to make
the paperplives He suggested a social column. This was assigned to
Irui Kobukata who conducted the column until her deaprture to
Minneapo s in March, 19453. He did not see any necessity of censoring
the dummy sheets and put confidence in the st ff which was gett ng
experienced.
At this time, +the Pine daled evacuees came into the froeect and
Gt.Watanabke, former editor of the Pine , le Logger an d former
ed tir of the “nglsish Section fo the Nofth American ‘imes and also
e friend of Frank Tanabe, was included in the staff. He borght ist
former Pinedal associastes dancludin Hidoe Hoshide, I uri Kobukat,
llggae Saito, Sum Tsuboi, Toots “akemura, Ken “ayshi (Tom Seto joined
later). The Waletg ant and former Information staff members resented
this mass influx of Pinedalerw . They found the Pinedslers extermely
aggresivsie in thei w ok an' ‘ere hardworkingz and effiecint andi welll
trained in dun lisms.
11 of them were placed as reporters with the exception of
Masae Saito wno was an typ ist of very high hefficienty.
®taff memver from California found them thouroughly americanzze
than they were and perhaps spoke and worter betterEnglsih that they could.
This may be attributal e to the fact ehy most of them spwede raised
in Caucasian commin ti-s i stegd of th® ®ngregation of Japanese towns
in Califor ia where they poke  apanese among themse ves.
Automatica lwilhout ofmra assignemtns, GI. Watnabe Frnak
Tanbe and Howard Imazeki wamstitued an editorial board. Becuase this
Ze up was spontanwous each of them figured that ohe was betier than the
other., They did not orgnize thems.eves and tallocated hthe duties.
Consequently, disvorganization resulted. fﬁﬁiﬂ/ﬂone of them knwe just
where he stood. The staff members did no know who theri boss was.
There were no agrement as to who was to write editorials, who was to be
make what pages, who wasto assigne beats. Either there were duplication
or jobs undone. In othe words. eac: did not want to ield to other
I becmae moreapparent that Cook showed partiallity towrd Imazeki
becuse of his age and his more sound judgements. “e reg r ed lanbe as
too young and editorisls got him and Yook into trouble. Chiefly the
when xﬂe rapped about the poor qualit of cooking in hsi resident mess hall.
Tenb « found toruble in his nhand... The entire mess crew held a meeting
and protested vigrou.gy to the WR . The Reprots office in Sa Francisco
regional office admonsihed - ook fOr the mist.ke Tnabe made. From a pernsonal
agle, Yook considered Tensbe as moodyad hard toget along with. Tnabe did
not mix well with pople at large and didn onto intimate with the .staff.
G.tl. Watanve, a resoursfu sort of fellwo, regaried Cook as a nusisance annd
felt that the Disptach was chained tco much with the aiministration. “e
compal inaedtne Dism teh was not a true newspaper. Cook seemsd to s nse
this and did not intimate with Watanbe wery much. _.mazeki worked quietly
and was rspecte for his &ge. “e was = father of two smell children and often
brog th his kids to the offce. cook showed more confindenc e in Imazeki,




B-B-B-B~-r-5-5 5-5-5-5-5=5=5-5-5-
Cook made Bward Imazek , a managing editoreess: )
Under the sufsace Tanabe and Watanabe, both University of Washington -
raduate, disliked Imazeki's conservative editorial policies. -Imazeld
iﬁéﬁﬁﬁ&ﬁﬁ&ﬁ&%}ﬁﬂyﬂ// was borni in Yapan-and spen -his boyhood there.
Coming to Amekca at the age of 12, Imazeki completed his high - school
rducation here. He graduated iniversity of Missouri's School fo
Journalsims. Although he wrote good English, his - verbal command of
Englsih so nd more like an educated Miggi/ -issei. -1t appeared that
most of the friends were nisei-well in their age-and mostly issei,
The issei population, the most vigorous- and- outspoken as far-as
camp politics is conscerned, favored Howard's editorial policiies.
They were all aimed in benifit of the-4sssei temp eranats - Often he
harshly eautioned the sdministrative staff to have more aptience with
the the Jp anese pyschol gy hmrummmmmh they were unaccostomed tos
His editorials grew more vigorous when he became the edotir in chief.
Tanabe and Wa anabe who were thoroughly nisei in every sense of t
word as fars as nisel are concerned, felt thaet the edf orials should be
more slanted towrad the nisei
Three dditors on the Dispatch was too many. <There was only
work for two. With countless disastifiaction. Tanabe and Watahabe
quit the Uisputch to work as instructors aﬁ/ when the high school was
openede For Tanabe , it was coming to a point where Cook and he
ignored eauch cther. Watanabe explained that the work wes getting to
be a routne at the Vispatch and felt that he wasn't getting anywhere.
Imazeki became the editor. WLE/£¥¥XE/fdThe
DonEenVEDTTER  In ﬂ%ﬂ August, the Magazine section/of the Dispatch
began to appear as a monthly issue. It carried short stories, poems,
and sketches. Most of the work were contri ution from the outside.
Art work was dine-b the illustrators on the “ispateh staif. Volony
readers received it as sort of a novelty and so ething newg. Most
express ed satisfaction over the new literary attempt. In September,
Magazine used a new format in wheih the size 142 x 81" which was side-stiched
(stapled) was streamlined to a 7" x 8" saddle stiched(stapled) book.
Thisincreas d the number of pages and the book tookon a more attractive
appearnace. The Editor, George akamura, was at the nd of many
complimentry comment. Cook took"pride in the magazine and took most of the
credits I n anote from Washington office, ~ook received  words of praises,
: The magazine continued success fully for ten issues. when editor
Rakamure began to realize that most of this writers were being rlocated
outside. ELven in the fomative stage, Tule lake ﬂiﬁ/ﬁéﬂé/ population
were mostly taken from the rural area of California dnd Oregon and
We.s .ingbon. It seemes that the nisei in the rural area ssemd less
educated thant those in the ity has easy access to literatures, livbrary
and ecomincal education sysmtem..... Most of the soc-called nsie writers
weo were know well in the nisei XF literary cirle were residents
of large city of Los ngles, Seattle, San Franciso and Portlend. City
resdients were evacut®d to Manzanar, Topasz Minidoka and Heat mt.outntian
The heaveist contributor to the mapazines were the members of the
'riters' eclub organized by Arthur T. mori-itutsu ef Sacraento. Members
who assisted in the fursnishing f material to hard up “akamura
were diroshi ®hugasawar, zlso known as Kidy O'@uga;-James Saksoda;--
Shuji Kirura and Mcrimistu.- P A= 2 e e

Coming back to the DiSpatchiD;ily. Dispatch became a daii&
meimoepgraph ed paper yIZA/¥Af/d¢F¢/{1iof in Early part of A gusite.
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Despite the disorapanizsation condition 6t Dispatch,
it seemed incrdible that th fourcpage meimo newssheet came out
every day. By hook or crook, the paper cmae out every day at Sundown.
411 the dummy sheets were made by two o lcok in the afternoon on the
day of release and stenciled and ran off the hand cramked t.orublesome
me imo machine vhich by now was far overworked. Replacemtn was needed
soon for the machine parts were worned out. The technicians usued
scrap rubbers,ﬂﬂd nails and strings to replace worned parts and kept
the machine together. In the meanwhile, ook ha d put in & requisistion
for a new mimeograph with morotr attachm2nt. Although life any
bovernement requtisition, it would take guite & while but the
tired mimeographers kept going wiprking Ag;ﬂ%fﬁ#/ nightly on shifts
to keep up with the scheduled looking forwerd shappily for the arrival
oc the nw machine.

In¢ T circuation was 2800 at the peak and fo each editorn #HA/
the mimeographed was cranckedl9000 times a day. P“oys who did the job
were Katsuro Murakemi and Geroge Kawamano who were bogke 18.

Editar Imazeki edit ¢ ial policy continued to be conservative
and page make-up were considered sub standard compared to the other
mimeographed sheets produced in other cneters. Yook akekd for_more
cartoons but Imazeki did not ufdfffy/ necceserily heeded with ook's
request. Cook's request b came morein the nature of soders. -

The relation between Cook and Imezeki became more strained.

The reports officer wrote harsh notes to Cook suggesting that W/
Imazeki's editorials gmdic were too pro-Issei. and did not use
vigorous “mericanization theme for the nisei. Imazeki wrote bakk in
series of memoradums that the “ook did not understand the peculsir

;& in theeir circumstance of

pyscholgy of Japanese, varticluray Wigd/AUe.
being forced into camps. Whg antagonize them with superfical flat waving

stunts. B sﬁ%ﬁﬁ{/ woter to Yook that the Japanese issei as wll as the ,f g

nisei needed to educated slowly and work up to the point that Yook )%ufn(f&f

asserts, ¢
Cook brought out exaﬁples when Howard Imazeki requested fa one, ¢ <)

it concerned where Toots “akemura stated a news lead about Camp Savage (g™ "
Volunteers about and wrote that "Tojo would squirm®..... Imazeki 14
killed the lead and simply published and listed the names of the ?/
volunteers.

Hot notes were exchanged and came to & pint where Cook &lreatened
to terminate Imazeki which he never did because both new that Cook
would be cutting hisown neck by terminating imazeki. Imazek i was too
popular tiwh the issei population the commmunit council and the
Planning bourd.

Much of the tension was reli-vd when in Yetober Imazeki decided

on leaving for Bet harvest il Idaho. Meimopgrapher Murakeimi accompanied
him. Murakemi was more or less his side kick. @roge Neksmura was elev
ated to fill his vacangy. Nakemura's wes out and out flag waving ,
and worote liberal edit orials on democracy andthe benevolence of WRA.ﬁﬁﬁ/
1t wes just what Cook wanted.The actual work of copy reading and page
m.ke-up was done by Loko *ujii.
Imazeki returned to take over. Aihmomphwd ook st meksmnin 4lthough
Cook was not too hoyed d to see
an older man on the staff,
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Under qakemulf y Lolo +gjii took ove he ponsiblity of eopyreading
and making up the peges. The three column make up w zontinue
the vhenge in the nsme plate. “he three-colunn wide nemeplate
where twp column one was employed,
Trenk Tanabe retumned from “aldwell in HNovem iber and he being
a more expeeienced newspaperman , took over i'ujii's place. For personal

resons , vook did not favor TAMABE! '#4&/’ the idee of Tanabe returning
to the staff, It was the first time, a vote we s put up in the Dispsteh
Tn find he sentiment towrd Tanabe. *he result of ‘:anizoLs.

i wspaper—en. used sound AALIAEH AP cormand of 3

until Yebmary, he quietly
termineated and It for a p tiog & instructor at the Japs
langusze school : University of olbrad just befor the heat of the
registration peiood. '

Follwing the registration, the Yispsteh begsn to show =
contindenus depletion and replacemtn in the staff throuch reloecation.
‘mongall the depsrtments, Dispateh in proportion sl -:ﬂ the ceeatest
reaction to the relocetion program. +he petty ances and petty

frlctlonu within the staff scon diminshed with th 2w interset in

iththh departure of Imazeki, Cook decided to zive evervone
ce 8t the editing of the paper thus AfELLIAL/4/4d+4/ to creante

renwe d interest in the paper production. #ity/ Under constent
of radical elements of the Center, and with the urge for reloes
the Uispateh reople had not the avid interest in publication business.
Ken “eyshi, ‘oots Nekermra. and fugene Okada, 211 =-soned reporters on
the staff were put on the editorisl board of the paper end ‘om “eto, cityeditg
bore the hesvy work of acvta]W" putting out the paper dialv.

The editorial boerd soatmn31hlefunct1\ wes to set the editoral
poilicy of the peper. Uf course, in reality J.D, Cook determined the
the editorial noliey of 21l the .isveteh publicetions. For_pra tiecel pur

-

Doses, the edi oria 1 board took turn writinz editorials opvreading snd
-~

% r0di S.
pake make up was handle

by the eity editor, on _eto who was a ryecent

d
high school gsraduste with some knowledge o? *un-n ental journalism
Seto adpted a three.colu. fﬁU“-CﬁlU n fornt pege meke up alraad
used by the enson "ribune at thé Jerome relocstion centser,.

~lthought, the meke -up was received by most memhers of the staff with a

frown, it wes a matter of getting used to it. he four-column meke up
- v s L . ] . -
was more strarlined end seemed more sttreftice and sveiled verietlv in th
paege makeupup.




“eeling of sectionslis,» feded with the animomsity pointed
more at issei snd kibei ms & result of the evacustion. It ssemed thet
the genersl a' titude of the Yis’stch steff was thet mmmmmmmmmmhmmmmni
kﬁﬂﬂMﬂumTUtmxﬁmﬂmawim'tﬁﬂwmmmmmmtiDEMEBmma ket s
thet they were:liber sl minded and sincerelv believed 4n democratic prineiples
lathough taef scoreRd their deprivation of full ecitizenship status.
xcept .for one or two, all had snswered positively to aquestion 28 of the
selective service questionaire.
iditorial s written by the ediforisl bord were distinctively
of their conveetions.
Tom ~eto end Een “ayshi terminated to leeve for lMinnespolis and
Washington D.,c, respecfivlev. in __ hunit Oteni, who,
es been the sports editor since the origi ' thebpaper,ra avps_nffeé
city editor. J.Cook remsrkled thet he wss dhe most prolic witer on the
gtaff. Obani showed great deal of acecuracy in his-work es sporis witer
Tddts/Nakardrd/ Otani was Tormerly a mechanic in & rural distriet of
eshirgton.. +oots “a a ura assumed full editorship of the " ispetch.
His fmain duty consisted of '."ritlrr editoria s end rewrritngz sotires.
But on , Ncemeurs left fof hicego hostl snd maneging editor ,
fuge Lkeds » £illed his position.
t_location was constantly chanigng the personmell and it had the
nnsi roiuound effect on eny department. Keporters, "ose erizrwa, tule
Hide Sato, Yukio Uzaki left the Projeect during....../ " lake
On #cril 29, “as Inda top srtists on-the 'staff with ay scholars Interlude
end expericne working s t an engraving cor P‘“", lgft for Vinein: ntl.
Jemes sas'uo, aritist; Die: Furihars, rtist; and ax Ugzews, technicien;
left for reilrosd work a week previously.
JOn April 26 lenaging Zditor Eugene Okade left for 1
vie incinmati to ‘oir his merried sister. & week following
vetersn Ceorge “'akemurs left for “hicaspgo on
Theis situation le?t Kunio “Ytani, the only capsbl' e men to mun
peer.._ Segregetion was comming on and the the future of Center paver’
iule _alte which shes been designe ed s&8s & segretgetion center seemed
uncertain. »
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July 31, 1943
off the record stuffl
George Jobo Nakamura
first draft
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Jobo" Nakamura
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ispatch, published dally, except Sunday
mimeographed newsheet of th

dis

school teachers.
ted in the
Universlty
project papers.
for all news is the noon of the day prior to the
relea day After the stories are copyread for verification of
facts and accuracy as well as corrections of grammatical errors,
are retyped into dummy forms. Letters are assembled
made. Thls
ncil and run through the e ric motor mimeograph.
four on week days and two on Saturdays, e not assembled
but pages are Separately bwr d sent to block managers'

offices where the pages are assembled. With priority inconvenience,

2

the use of staples was di in Oectober, 1942,

The organization of the staff:
Editor -- Executive functlon and supervision of all edit oria

and managerial work. Asslsts the copy gditor in making up pages




and writes or accepts editorials.

City Editor -- In direct charge of the reporters. Assigns
beats and reads all coples. Makes all the pages and takes
immediate charge of the production.

Literary Editor -- In charge of the monthly magazine and
occasionally writes features and columns for the newspaper.

Sports Editor -- Writes all sports stories. Accepts con-
tributions. Makes up the sporté page.

Promotion Manager -- Requisitions materiasls and equipment.

Others on the staff are reporters, clerks and technlcians.

The Dispatch has been different in that unlike the other
departments with the exception of the Community Actlvities Section,
its immedlate supervisor is an evacuee resident. For that reason,
the disorganization, the confuslon, the strife, the frictionms,
within the staff, have been interesting to record. The initiative
and the ingenuity come from the evacuees in the examples of the
Dispatch and the Communlity Activities gection.

Besides 1ts function as a newspaper, the Dispatch is a

bulletin for the administration, releasing vital -instructions from

the project director's office. During the formative stage of the
paper, the editors questioned as to whether the paper was an ad-
ministrative bulletin or a camp newspaper. On numerous occaslons,
the editors had attempted to reach an understanding with the ad-

ministration as to the editorial policy £m of the papsr.




The administrative staff considered The Dispatch as a bulletin
and entirely disregarded its deadline, space limitation and sent
notes to the editorial office to insert their articles verbatim far
behind the deadline. Consequently, dummy forms and even stencils
were altered to conform with the order. On numerous occasions,
"extras" were put out especially for the departmental heads who
insisted that the notice "mist" be out at once.

With the slow painful organization .of the staff, with addition
of better writers and with the better journalistiec make-up of the
paper, The Tulean Dispatch gained respect.

Forerunner of the present Dispatch-was the "Information Bulletin™
Initiated by Frank "Shin" Tansbe on May 27, 1942, the day of the first

arrival of volunteers from north Portland assembly center. On subse-

quent days, more evacuees from rural Washington and Oregon, and a

small group from Clarksburg, Calif., arrived from the Center.

While the Project awalted the arrival of evacuees from Sacra-
mento end Marysville, California, a temporary newspaper staff was
set up by Frank Tanabe as a part of the Recreation Department. The
Staff included Ellen Nagata, Toki Kumata, Kunio Otani, Hilo Hasegawa
and James Matsuo. All were northern nisei who had had some high
training in English composition or journalism, with the exception
of James Matsuo who was from Clarksburg.

To place the newspaper production in the Recreation department,
fortunately, was temporary. The Recreation department was operating
in & single barracks at 1808, in a very disorganized manner. The In-

formation Bulletin oceupied the extreme end of the barracks where they
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published four-page paper three times a week. Working in the noise
and confusion with the recreation workers.

The single machine produced the paper, and was too old for the
purpose, The paper was constantly without supplies. Publication
had to be suspended for days at a time because there were In-
“sufficient paper supplies.

The standard of journalistic writing was that of highschool
standard. Art work could not have done justice to a grammar school
art student. As far as grammar usage was concerned, Tanabe kept
his eyes open but the Information Bulletin lacked good editorial
judgment and journalistie style.

Cartoons were used in excess and weren't even humorous. Poorly
lacking in equipment to cut headlines, a1l headlines were cut free-
nand. As a result it looked haphazard and extremely sloppy.

Editors of Pinedale Logger and Walerga Wasp of Sacramento, who
were to be transferred to Tule Lake, were confident of taking over
the mper on their arrival in the Pro ject.

Mr. Theodore Waller, chief of the community actlvitles section,
who actually knew little of newspaper work, even regagded Tanabe as
incapable of handling the paper. He made 1t plain that the whole
newspaper set-up would be reorganized as soon as the Colony had reach-
ed 1ts capacity. Mr. Morton Gaba, assisting Waller, spent his time
largely on the newspaper, and inspected the dummies before they went
to press. In addition to the chaotic orgenization, Mr. Gaba was
frequently not found when the paper was ready to put on stencils,

This caused & delay in the paper production and embittered the




editors. At the same time, Gaba was respected and liked by the
staff as a guy who knew his stuff., Waller was considered by his
staff members as quite neurotic. He tried to accomplish the lmmense
work of the recreation department by actually doing the details of

the work. As a result, there was 1little delegation of power and the

evacuee members did not kmow what their duties were most of_the time.

The recreation activities included the llbrary, newspaper, education,
vacational and academic, and all social and forensics. (Most of these
were allocated to the other departments).

Tanabe knew very well that Waller did not think him efficient
and suited for the job as editor, and awaited the editors of the
assembly papers to arrive. Walerga group came In first. Howard
Imazeki, age ---, one-time editor of the Japanese section of the
New World Sun and Nichibel of San Francisco and more recently the
city editor of the Walerga Wasp, arrived and quietly assumed the
post of city editor on The Dispatch. Waller considered George
Nakamura, editor of the Walerga Wasp, to assume the post but found
Nakamura "a bit cocky" and "too clever." Gaba declared at a
meeting attended by Tanabe, Gaba and Harry Mayeda, appointed
recreation supervisor, and Waller, that Walerga Wasp was the best
assembly center paper. However, Waller decided to wait until the
transfer of all evacuees from the assembly center was complete.

In the meanwhile, Tanabe continued to be the acting-editor,
while Howard Imazekl did most of the actual work. It was evident

that with Imazeki's age and experience, the newspaper took on a

more professional touch. Personally, Weller disliked'Nukamura, and




tried to prevent him from joining the newspaper staff. Gaba
openly favored Nakamura, and finally had him placed. Nakamura
carried a grudge against Waller, and did not remain on the staff
long., Also the original staff members of the Information Bulletin

0

hed received a letter from Nekamura, while the latter was in Walerga
Assembly Center, requesting that the staff members of the Dispatch
who were being transferred shead of him be glven a chance on the
Dispatch. They misconstrued this as an intention to take over the
paper. When Nekamura arrived, Tansbe received him at his office
coldly, shook his hand 1imply and ignored him for a week. It was
obvious that the staff did not relish his presence in the offlice.
After a week on the Dispatch, Nakamura terminated his
position as feature editor of the Dispatch to teach journalism in
the Adult Education Department. Nakamura was dlscouraged at the
slow progress of the Adult Education department in getting things
organized to open classes. Materials and equipment were lacking,
and prospective lnstructors were idling away their time. Nakamura
attempted to start a magazine within the classes, and solicited
subscriptions. This initiative was frowned upon by the adminlstra-

tion as private enterprise. DMoney was refunded, Dr., Francls of

the department insisted that she put her hand to everything, and

Nakamura did not approve. Xaxresmmmiwed@ There was considerable
argument as to whether the magazine, which was To be called "Tempo",
was to be placed under the newly created Information department.
Nekamura terminated hls employment with the Adult Education depart-

ment and returned to the Dispatch. By that time the members had




become intimate with Wakamura and the prejudiced feeling had been
somewhat alleviated.

In the meantime, things had been changing in the Dispatch

arrived in the Project to take over the newly
created Dispatch Information office, of which the Tulean Dispatch
was an integral part. Progress was Increasingly evident after
leaving the chaotlc fold of Waller and his recreation department.
Through the efforts of Mr. the Dispatch acquired:a new
makeshift office, a more roomy one at Recreation hall 1608.
A telephone was installed, and stendl-cutting equipment and office
equipment were requisitioned, and were Instantly received, unlike
the red-tape system of Waller. Mr. did not attempt to
criticize, or even to censor the dummies, and the paper started to
come out more regularly and not erratically as it did before.

Mr, left after an altogether too brief stay, as
soon as the paper was firmly established, %o take up a similar post
at Poston Relocation Center, Mr. Goss, one-time city editor of the
Los Angeles Times arrived in the Project to assume MNr.
place. On the day of his arrival, Goss called the staff together
and talked strictly business, asking the staff to put out a more
professional looking paper. He frowned on columm and social news.
The Dispatch again went back to the censorship of the dummles

before it went to press. Goss rejected many news stories, and

especially news features which he considered either too "juvenile"

or without good construction., The editors found him a nuisance,

chasing around the Project looklng for him to examine the articles.




Ofttimes the dummies were actually ripped out and stencils recut.

Goss, 'after a few weeks stay, left for Poston to take up a similar

Job in Poston. John D. Cook arrived in the Project, and was invited
L

to a party to welcome him and bid Mr. farewell, Sandwiches
were prepared, and soda water was served. At this time, a proposal
to start a magazine within the Information department was brought up
by Nakamura. Cook said he had thought of a literary magazine himself,
and sald that he had experlence In wrlting to magazines and editing
one. He had written radio plays for big time commercial programs,
The newspaper staff received him favorably. They regarded him as
a good ole Joe.

Cook, in contrast to Goss, liked the 1ldea of having colums
and cartoons, and lots of human interest stuff to make the paper
alive. He suggested a soclal column. This was assigned to Yruil
Kobukata who conducted the column until her departure to Minneapolis
in March, 19453. He did not see any necessity of censoring the dummy
sheets, and put confidence in the staff, which was getting experienced.

At this time, the Pinedale evacuees came into the Project, and

Gt. Watanabe, former editor of the Pinedale Logger, and former editor
of the English Section of the North American Times, and also a friend
of Frank Tanabe, was included in the staff. He brough% his former
Pinedale associatea, including Hidoe Hoshide,Yurl Kobukat, Masae
Saito, Sua Tsuboi, Toots Nakamura, Ken Hayghi (Tom Seto jolned later).
The Walerga and former Information staff members resented this mass
Iinflux of Pinedalers, They found the Pinedalers extremely aggresslive

in their work, hardworking and efficlent, and well-trained in




journalism.

All of them were placed as reporters with the exception of
Masae Saito, who was a typist of very high efficiency.

Staff members from Cglifornia found them thoroughly
Americanized, and spoke and wrote better English than they
This may be attributed to the fact that most of them were
in Caucasian communities, instead of in Japanese fowns in Cglifornia
where Japanese was spoken among themselves.

Automatically without formal assignments, Gt. Watnabe,
Frank Tanabe and Howard Imazeki constituted an editorial board.
Because this setup was spontaneous each of them figured that he was
better than the other. They did not organize themselves and allocate
the duties. Consequently, disorganization resulted. None of them knew

just where he stood. The staff members did not kmow who thelr boss

was. There was no agreement as to who was to write editorials, who

was to ke make what pages, who was to assign beats. Elther there
was duplication or jobs undone, In other words, each did not want
to yield to the other.

Tt became more apparent that Cook showed partlality toward

his age and his more sound judgments.

resident messhall. Tanabe found trouble on his hands., The entlre
mess crew held a meeting and protested vigorously to the WRA., The
Reports office in San Francisco regional office admonished Cook for

the mistake Tanabe made. From a personal angle, Cook considered
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Tanabe as moody and hard to get along with. Tanabe did not mix
well with people at large, and did not get intlimate with the staff.
Gt. Watanbe, a resourceful sort of fellow, regarded dook as a
nuisance and felt that the Dispatch was chalned too much with the
administration. He complained that the Dispatch was not a true
newspaper., Cook seemed to sense this and did not get Intimate with
Watanbe very much. Imazekl worked quietly and was respected for
his age. He was a father of two small chlldren and often brought
his kids to the office. GCook showed more confidence in Imazeki.

5.

Cook made Howard Imezekl a managing editor. TUnder the surface,

Tanabe and Watanabe, both University of Washington graduates, dis-
liked Imazeki's conservative editorial policies. Imazekl was born

in Japan and spent his boyhood there. Comlng to America at the age

of 12, Imazekl completed his high school education here. He graduated
from University of Missouri's School of Journalism, Although he

wrote ppod English, his verbal command of English sounded more like

J

an educated Issei. It appeared that most of the frlends were Nisel

well on in years and some Issei. The Isseil population, the most

vigorous and outspoken as far as camp politics were concerned, favor-

ed Howard's editorial policies. They were all aimed in benefit of the
ssel temperament. Often he harshly cautioned the administrative
staff to have more patlence with the Japanese psychology which they
were unaccustomed to. His editorials grew more vigorous when he
became the editor in chief.
Tanabe and Watanabe, who were thoroughly Nisel in every sense

of the word, felt that the editorials should be more slanted toward




the Nisei.

Three editors on the Dispatch was too many. There was

only work for two. With countless dissatisfaction, Tarabe and

Watanabe quit the Dispateh to work as instructors when the high
school was opened. For Tanabe, it was coming to e point where
Cook and he ignored each other. Watanabe explained that the work
was getting to be a routine at the Dispatch and felt that he
wasn't getting anywhere.

Imazekl became the editor. In August, the Magazine section
of the Dispatch began to appear as a monthly issue. It car
short stories, poems, and sketches, Most of the work was con-
tributed from the outside. Art work was done by the illustrators
on the Dispatch staff. Colony readers received it as a sort of
novelty, and something new. Most expresseéed s
new literary attempt. 1In September,
size 145 x 8% which was side-stitched (stapled)
to a 7" x 8" saddle stitched (stapled

gave the book a more attractive appearance.

L=

number of pages
Editor, George Nakamura, was at the receiving end of many compli-
mentary comments. Cook took pride in the magazine and took most
of the credit. In a note from the Washington office, Cook received
words of praise.

The magazline continued successfully for ten 1ssues, when
editor Nakamura began to realize that most
being relocated outside. Even in the formative
populaticn was mostly taken from the rural area of California and

Oregon and Washington. It seemed that the Nisei in the rural
o L]




seemed less educated than those in the clty, who had easy access

to literature, library and economical education system. MNost of
ere known well in the Nisel
literary c1e were residents of large citles like Los Angeles,
Seattle, Francisco and Portlend. C egidents were evacusated
to Menzener, Topaz, Minidoka and Heart Mol
The heaviest contributor to the magazines were the
of the Writers' club, organized by Arthur T, Moritutsu of

Members who assis in the furnishing of material to hard-up

Hi Shugasawar, also known

part of August.

sorganization of the Dispatch,

four page mimeo news sheet came out every

or by crook, the paper came out every day at Sundown .

dummny sheets were made by two o'clock in the afternoon on
the day of release and stenciled and run off the hand-cranked
tpoublesome mimeo machine which by now was far overworke
placement was neéded soon for the machine erts were worn out.
The technicians issued scrap rubber, nalls and strings to replace
worn parts and kept the machine together. In the me eanwhile, Cook
had put in a requisition for a new mimeograph with motor attachment,
although, like any government reguisitior ., would take guite
while, but the tired mimeographers kept golhg working nightly on

shifts to keep up with the schedule, looking forward happil




arrival of the new machine.
the peak, and for each

the mimeograph was cranked 19000 times a day., Boys wh

job were Katsuro Murakami and George Kawano who were both 18,

Editor Imazeki's editorial policy continued to be conserva-

tive, and page make-up was considered sub-standard compared to the
other mimeographed sheets produced in other centers. Cook asked
for more cartoons but Imazeki did n necessarily heed Cook's reqguest.
Cook's requests became more in the nature of orders,

The relations between Cook and Imazekil became more strained.
that

The reports offlcer wrote es to Cook suggestin

._5
editorials were too pro-Issei, and did not use vigorous
tion themes for the Nisel., Imazeki wrote back ir

of memorandums thet Cook did not understand the pecullar
psychology of Japanese, particularly in thelr clrewr
being forced Into camps. Why antagonize them with superficlal
flag waving stunts. He wrote to Cook that the Japant
well as the Nisel, needed to be educated slowly and worked up ©o
the point that Cook asserts.

Cook brought out examples when Howard Tmazekl requested one.
Tt concerned one where Toots Nakamura stated a newslead about Camp
Savage Volunteers, and wrote that "Tojo would squirm”....Imazeki
¥1lled the lead and simply published and listed the names of the
volunteers.

Hot notes

threatened to terminate




wounld be cutting
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t1 was too popula

council and the Planni
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the heat of the registration period.

Following the registration, the Dispatch began to show a
continuous depletion and replacement in the staff through reloca-
tion. Among all the departments, the Dispateh, in proportion,
showed the greatest reaction to the relocatlon program. The
petty differences and petty frictions within the staff soon
diminished with the new interest in relocatlon.

With the departure of Imazeki, Cook decided to give every-
one a chance at the editing of the paper, thus to create a renewed
interest in the paper production. Under constant pressure of the
radical elements.of the Center, and with the urge for relocatlon,
the Dispatch people had not the avid interest in the publlcation
business. Ken Hayshi, Toots Nakamura, and Eugene Okada, all
seasoned reporters on the staff, were put on the editorial board
of the paper, and Tom Seto, city editor, bore the heavy work of
actually putting out the paper daily.

The editorial board's ostensible function was to set the
editorial policy of the paper. Of course, iIn realitj, J.D. Cook
determined the editorial policy of all the Dispatch publications.
For practical purposes, the editorlal board took turns in writing
editorials. Copyreading and make up was handled by the city
edltor, Tom Seto, who was a recent high school graduate with some

knowledge of fundamental journallsm.

Seto adopted a ﬁﬁ%ﬁe colunn front page make up already used

by the Benson Tribune at Jerome relocation center. Although the

make up was received by most members of the staff with a frown, 1t
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was a matter of getting used to it. The four-column make-up was
more streamlined and seemed more attractive and gave variety to
the page make-up.

Feeling of sectionalists faded with thg animosity polinted
more at Issel and Kibel as a result of the ééaéziﬁgiF. It seemed
that the general attitude of the Dispatch staff was that they were
liberal minded and sincerely believed in democratic principles,
although they scorned the deprivation of their full citizenship
status. Except for one or two, all had answered positively to
question 28 of the selective service questionnaire.

Editorials written by the editorial board were distinctive-
ly of their convictions.

Tom Seto and Ken Hayshl terminated and left for Minneapolis

and Washington, D.C., respectively. In , Kunio Otani,

who has been the sports editor since the origin of the paper, was
named city editor. J. Cook remarked that he was the most prolifiec
writer on the staff, Otanl showed a great deal of accuracy in his
work as sports writer. Otanil was formerly a mechanic in a rural
district of Washington. Toots Nakamura assumed full editorship

of the Digpatch.

His main duty consisted of writing editorials and rewriting
storles. But on , Nakamura left for the Chicago Hostel
and menaging editor Hids Euge Okada filled his position.

Relocation was constantly changing the personnel and it
had the most profound effdct on every department. Reporters,

Rose Serizawa, Hide Sato, Yuklo Ozakil left the Project during

On April 19, Mas Inda, top artist on the staff with a
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scholarship, and experience working at an engraving concern,

left for Cincinnati. James Mastuo, artist, Dick Kurihara, artist,
and Ogawa, techniclian, left for rallroad work a week previously.

On April 26, Managing Editor Eugene Okada left for New
York via Cincinnatl to join his married sister. A week following
another veteran, George Nakamura, left for Chlcago.

This situation left Kunlio Otani the only capable man to
run the paper. Segregation was comlng on and the future of
Center paper (Tule Lake had been deslignated as a segregation

Center) seemed uncertain,




Supplement

Northerners on the staff showed more Initiative and
ingenuity. They were always planning social activitles. They
were alweys adding new knacks to the paper production.

Their inltiative was carried too far at times. Dances,
to be sponsored by the Dispatch, were planned without the
knowledge of the staff members.

The staff was split into two camps when discussions
(meetings) on dances were held., Usually between Northerners
and Californiéna. Intense arguments were carried on; the most
trivial things, such as decoration, refreshments, etc. The
friction was intense. B1ll Marutenl, formerly of Tacoms and

Toko Fujii, Sacramento, carried the banners for each group.

"A Tule Lake Interlude"

For the commemoration of the flrst anniversary of the
Project, Geo. Nakamura took two months to prepare a 1llZ2-page

mimeograph book depicting the 11fe of the Froject within the year

and the cultural and economlec backgrounds of Nisel problems

bleh, blah, blah.

The contents of the book was mimeographed and the cover was
printed by Pioneer Printing Co. of Klamath Falls, and bound there.
The mimeographers and editors stood up four mornings without sleep
to run the pages off. No. of copies printed - 3000 coples at 10¢
each. Letters of commendation came from everywhere and the editor

was swamped by requests for more books.




