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S A G A 0 1 T U L E A N D I S P A T C H 
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The Daily tulean Dispatch, pub lished daily except Sunda y, is 

the official niineogrs ed newsheet of the 'Pule lake r̂oje c4: and 

is responsible for the dissemination e£d news end  info  ir  at  ion 

am - rig the  l:.  ,000 evacuee-residents. Circulation is 4700 coDies 

and a copy is distributed to eachaprtment by the lock -a na.yers 

of respective Hpamrtjxaeimiiia blocks. Copies are als o delivered to 

the administrative personnel and school teachers. ..'.o re than a 

hundred names or organization are listed in the exchan ge lists. 

These include various offices, university libraries, so cial 

workers, churches,and other project papers. 

-the deadline for all news is the noon of the day  pr i or  to 

the release day. After the st-ries are conyrear for ver ification 

of facts and accuracy as well as corrections 06 rr.-matic al errors, 

the copyies are etyped into du ray for s. letters are assemb led 

on cblank sample sheets and a make-up dummy sheet is made.  -his 

is cut on sten cil and runned through the electric motor mimep,-ranh 



The pages, four on week days and two on Saturdays,  f  re not assembled 

but the paries are seperatel: bundled, and sent to block mane r e rs  *  office 

where the "cages are assembled. ith priority incoveneie nce, the use 

of staples was discontinued in ĉ o'-er, 194?. 

The organization of the staff: 

Editor -- hxecutive function and supervisior of all edit orial 

and menaf :  rial work. Assists the cdty edtior in makir, -up pa -es  ard 

writes or accepts editorials. 

u ity -ditor — In direct c ar e of the reporters, assigns heats 

end read all copies, makes al" the  c.  es and ta£e imdiate charge 

of the reduction. 

Literary- -ditor — In charge of the uonthly ma azine and w 

occasionally writes features and colu ns for the rewspmer. 

sports tor -- rites all sports storeis.  ^  c?e ts 

cc tribi tions.  L -akes up the sports page. 

»__ 
promotion -"-anager— recuiiitiions materialsand equip ment. 

Others on the staff are reporters, clerks and technicia ns. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

Ihe Dispatch has been differert in that unlike the other 

de ar t ment s wi t h t he exc ept i on f o t he Communi t y ac t i v i t i es Sec t i on, 

or that reason, 

its inmeaiare supervisor v®ri! is an evacuee resident. be d isorganiatioij 

the con£uison,the strife, the frictions,  wit hi;  the st-ff bve been 

interesting  to record. the initiative W t U and the in enmity ceme 

f r om the evacuees ¿ M in  t  e exam les. of the pstch ard t e Ceomiminity 

Activities section} 
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Besides its functior as s newspa  -or,  r he I  ispitch is eji 

bulletin for tie acta  ni strati on.  releasing vital instructions fpcr 

the ?rr iect director's office. During the fomative stag e o^ the 

paper, the editors questioned as to  •  het er the Da^er - an 

adminstratio: bulletin cr ca  4 p newspaper. On numerous occasions, 

the editors ;,ad attemotec to reacji and understands: wi th the 

administration as tothe edi ri; olicy fo the paper. 

The administrative.staff considered The Dispatch as a 
bulletin and entirely disregarded its 

deadline, space limitation and aent notes to the editori al 

office to insert their articles verbatim far behind the dead-

line. Consequently, dummy forms and even stencils were al-

tered to conform with the order. On numerous occasions, 

"extras" were put out escpecially for the departmental heads 

who insis ed that the notice "must" be out at dnce. 

With- the slow painful organization of the staf %with 

addition of better wiriters and with the better journali stic 

make-up of the paper, The Tulean Dispatch gained respec t. 

Forerunner of the present Dispatch was the "Information 

Bulletin" initiated by Prank "Shin" Yanabe on May 27, 19 42, the 

day of the first arrival of volunteers from north Port land 

assembly center. On subsequent days, more evacuees fro m russl 

Washington and O re gon and a small group from Clarksburg, Calif., 

arrived from the Center. 

Pro,ie^  .  awaited the arrival of evacuees from 

Sacramento and Marysvi11 epslTgWi^^^ a temporary newspap er 

staff was set up by Frank T anabe as a part o f ^ ^ ^ ^ t ^ n i t y 
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SAGA OF THE TULEAN DISPATCH 

The Daily Tulean Dispatch, mimeographed news sheet publ ished 
six times a week or daily except Sunday, is the only mean o f disseminating 
news and information among the 15,ooo evacuees in Tule La ke Project. — 7 ~ - ~ ~ . i ^ v - ^ ^ w J..1-X — — N L i v j & v u » 
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demanded that the 

Slowly  i he dispatch gained respect with the improvement of the 
style of writ nga as the staff became more organized. X 

I BBC HBSmto l̂ I l UIcElBZfai l l ElBm 

Forerunner of the present paper is the "Imformatdsnn B ulletin" 
initiated b/ Frank Tanabe on  m ay 27, 1S42, the day of the 'Mrst 
arrival  66 w w / / / / / ^ volunteers from north Protland center. % the 
subsequent days, more arrived from the Oregon and 'Was i ngton, notal 
rural people and a small group from ^larksburg. 

While the Project awaited the arrival of evacuees from Sac ramento 
and  Marysville California, a temprory newspaper staff was set up by 
Frank T&nbe as a part of Recreation Department. The Staf f included 
Ellen Nagata, 1'oki Kumata, Kunio Otani, Hilo ^asegawa and James Matsuo. 
All were northern nisei who had had some high training in ̂ nglish composition 
or journlailisra. 

with the exception of ^ames ̂ atsuo who was from  u larksburg, 
To place the newspaper production in the Kecreation depat ment, fortu natly, 

was temporary. he ¿¿ecr ation department was operating in  fyL/ a single 
^rraclcat 1808 in a very disorganiz d matter. " Ahe Imformation aa^ittin 
rp-p/P/ occupied a the extreme end of the barrack where th ey published 
four page paper three times a week. Wording in the nois e and"confusion 
with the reacreation workers . .. 

The single machinge produced athe paper and v.-as too ol d for -he 
purpose. The he paper was constanly without supplies. Pu blication 
had to be susoended for days at a time becuase there were  insufficnet 
paper supply. 
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The standard of journalistic writing-was that of highschoo l standa 
standsard. Art work could not have done-justice to a gramm ar school art 
student, ^s far as gaammare usuage was concerened, Tana be kept his 
eyes pa end but the Information ulietin lacked good edt iroail judgement 
and journalistic style. 

wartcons  Y/ere use d in excess anw we're nt even humerus. 
Poorly lacking in equipment to cut headlines, all headline s were cut 
freehand. As a result it looked hap hazard and extremely sl oppy. 

Editors of Pinedale Logger and Waierga "asp of  u carmento 
who were to be transi'ered to  A'ule' ̂ ake were confi dent of taking over 
the papers on their arrival in the Project. 

Mr. Theaodore Waller , chief of the coram-snity activities as cet tion, 
who actually knowe kittle of newspaper work, even regard ed Tanabe as 
uncapable of handling the paper. H e made it palain tha the-whole newsp per 
set up would be reorganized as soon as the Coiony has reache d its capacity. 
Mr. Morton ^aba, assisting Waller, spend his time largely on the newspape' 
and ppppfifpp./¿ppp. inspected the dummies before it went to press. In addititon 
to the chaotic orgainisition, Mr. Gaba was freqeuntly not found when the 
paper was ready to put on stencils, ihiscaused/// provoked t he delay i 
in the paper production and embittered the editors. At the same tiem, 
Gaba was respected and liked by the staff as a guy who kenw hi s stuff. 
Waller was considered by his staff members as quite newrot ic. fee tired to 
accomplished the immense work that the rec deparmtret by actually dibing 
the details of the works. As  a result, there'was little delegation of po wer 
and the evacuee staff members did not know -what heir duties  were most of 
the time, -̂ he ̂ ec sactivities included the library, news paper, education, 
ideational and academic, and all social and forensics. (mo st of these were 
allocated to the other depats.) 

Tanabe wkaew very well that ..aller did not thingk him ei'f iecent 
and suited for the job as editor and awaited the editors of the assembly 
papers to arrive. Waierga group came in first. Howard Imaz eki, age 
one-time editor of the ^aanese section foteh Hew World ¿>u n and Nichibei 
of ¿>an Francisco and more recently the city editori of the W alega Wasp 
arrived and quietly assumed the post of ci tv editorship on The Dispatch. 
Waller considered George "akamura, editor of the Wa e ga Wasp, to assume 
the post but found "akamura "a bit cocky" and "too clever" , jWi^ffff f / i o 
Gaba declared at t m e e t i n g attended by Tanabe, Saba and Har ry Mayeda, 
appointed rec supervisor and Waller, thatWalerga Wasp wa sthe best a sembly 
center apepre. However, Waller decided to wait until the t ransfer Of all 
evacuees from the assembly cneter were complete« 

In the meanwhile,.Tanabe contineued to be the acting-edi tor 
•while Howard Imazeki w)i/ did mots of the actual work. I t was evident that 
with Imazeki*s age and expe rience, the newspaper took on  a more professional 
touch. Personally, Waller disliked Nakamura and tried to prevent him 
from joining the newspaper staff. Gaba openly favored Nakam ura and finally 
had him placed, ^akamura carryieda gr de against ¿.aller and did not raman' 
on the s&agg long. Also the staginal staff members of th e Imofrmation Bulletin, 
had recei ed a letter from akamura -while the latter was i n Walerga ¿ssmbly 
Center requesting that the staff memvers of the dispat ch j^/^/T«ho were 
being transfered aheda of him be given a chance on the ^is oatch. They 
misconstrj ed as an intention to taken over athe apere . 
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When akamura arrived, Tanabe recieved him at his office c oldly with 
and sTiook his hand limply and ignored him for a week. It w as obvious 
that the staff idid not relish hispresence in the offic e« 

After a week on the Dis atch, akamura ajli/X/tterminated his position 
as a feature editor of the  J isnatch to teach journalism in the Adult 
Education Department, fa/fyl^"akamu a was discuorag:.d the 
slow progess the Adult ducation was making in getting thing s organized 
to iopen classes. Materials and equipment weee lacking and propeective 
instu tors we e idling away heir tim s. ^akamura attempted  to statfc 
a magazin within the classes and solicted subs ription. T his intitiativ e 
was frowned up n by the administra ion as private enterpr ise. Money 
were refunded. Dr. rrancis of the dpt. insis ed that she pu t her 
hands into veryt ing and "akamura did not approve.  u e received a 
There was a considerable agument as to whether the magaz iene which 
was to be called Tempo was to placed under the ¿ely create d Infomation 
dept. i'<aamura trminated from the -̂ dalt Education an d returnee to the 
Dispatch, -ky that time the members have become intimate with ^akaura 
and prejudiced feeling had been so ewhat alleviated. 

In jfhe meanwhile things have been chaing in the  J ispatch office. 
Mr. arrived in the roject to take-over the newly ere ted Dispatch 
Information office of which the i'uilan ispatch was an i ntegral ap rt. 
Prog ess were increasingly evident as left the chaotic fold ofWaller and 
his recreation depat. Throhgh the efo rt of Mr , '''he d ispatch 
acquired a new make-shift office, a more roomeier one at  A ec hall 1608. 

A telphone was installed and stencil cutting equipment an d office 
equipment were requisition and ere instantly recieved a s comoa ed with 
th e netanlign red ta e sysibme under Waller. Mr did not a ttemtp 
to critisize the, or even to insp/// censored the dummi es and paper 
started to come out more regualary and anot arraatically  as it iddid. 

Mr..... left after a altoghe brie: stay as soon as the pap er started 
to take a tune of firm establishment,for a similar post at Poston 
Relc ation cnente Mr. Goss, onep-time city editor o f the L oS^ngles 
•Limes arrived in the Pro ect to as sume M r ... place cacacny.... On the 

day of his arrival, G 0 ss called the staff together and iskke strictly 
business^ asking the staff to put out a more ffppj professio nal looking 
paper. e frowned on colouinn and social news. The Dispa tch again wnet 
back to the censorship of the dummies before it went to p ress. Gosss 
rejected many news stories and escpecilally news feature which he consideered 
either too"juvenile" or without good constr ct on. The  eidots fo nd him 
a nuisance, chasing him around the Project looking for him e to examine the 
articles. Oftimes the dummies were actuall ripped out and stencials re-cut. 
Goss after a fews weeks stay 1 eft for pos ton ato tke up t a s imilial 
job in Poston. J.ohn  J . ^ook arrived in t e Project and was invited to 
th party to welcome him and bid  M r.... farewell. Sandwiches were prep^r 
and soda wter were served. At this time, proposal fo sta ting a mag^zinn 
with int eh informationdept was brought up by ̂ akamura. Cook siad he 
had the thought of aliterary magazine whimself and sayin g that he has 

had a ge experince of writing to magazaines and editi ng one.  a ehas wriittern 
radio palys ofr big time ¿pppfflfLn commercial progr ams., ^he newspaper 
stc-.ff received  him..£avoral̂ '  impression.  A hy regarded him as a good ole' 
Joe. 
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Cook in contrsst to % * e k , like the idea of 
haivng columns and crtoons and lots of human interest s utff to make 
the paper  piive.  He suggested a social column. •'•his was assigned to 
1rui Kobukata who conducted the column until her deaprtu re to 
Minneapo s in March, 1943. He did not see any necessit of cen soring 
the dummy sheets and put confidence in the st ff which was get t ng 
experienced. 

At this time, the Pine daled evacuees came into the  -r  roect and 
Gt.Watanabke, former editor of the Pine ^ l e Logger an d former 
ed tir of the "nglsish Section fo the Norxh American ^imes and also 
a friend of Frank Tanabe, was included in the staff, ^e borght ist 
former Pinedal associates ancludin Hidoe Hoshide, i ri K obukat, 
^asae Saito, Sum Tsuboi, 1'oots  A,i akamura, Ken ̂ ayshi (Tom Seto joined 
later). The Waletg ans and former Information staff memb ers resented 
this mass influx of Pinedalerv; . They found the Pinedale rs extern®ly 
aggresivsie in thei w ok an ere hardworking and effieci nt and wel.1 

trained in <£>un lisms. 
"̂ li of them were placed as reporters with the exception of 

Masae Saito wno was an typ ist of very high inefficient; . 
°taff memver from California found them thouroughly ame ricanzze 

than they were and perhaps spoke and worter betteriinglsih that they could. 
This may be attributal e to the fact ehy most of them spwn dte raised 
in Caucasian coircni  <  ti s i stead of th congregation of Japanese towns 
in Califor ia where they poke  n .  a^anese among thense ves. 

Automatica lwifhout ofmra ass gnemtns, Gl. Watnabe i rn ak 
Tanbe and Howard Imazeki wemstltued an editorial board . Becuase this 
se up was spontanwous each of them figured that ohe was bet  er than the 
other. They did not orgnize thems-eves and tallocated hthe d uties. 
Consequently, disorganization resulted, ffafy/ftone of t hem knwe just 
where he stood, -̂he staff members did no know vjho th eri boss was. 
There were no agre ent as to who was to write editorials, who  was to be 
make what pages, who wasto assigne beats. Either there we re duplication 
or jobs undone. In othe words, eac did not want to ield to othe r 

I becmae moreapparent that Cook showed partiallity towr d Imazeki 
becuse of his age and his more sound judgements, "e reg r ed xanbe as 

too young and editorials got him and  u ook into trouble. Chiefly the 
when pj /i e rapped about the poor qualit of cooking in hsi residen t mess hali. 
Tanb e found toruble in his nkand.̂ . The entire mess crew h eld a meeting 

and protested vigrou gy to the W& . The Reprots office in Sa Fruncisco 
regional office admonsihed .: cook for the mistake Tnabe made. From a pernsonal 
agle,  u ook considered Tanabe as moodyad hard toget along with . Tnabe did 
not mix well with £ople at large and didn onto intimate wi th the staff. 
G.t'i. Watanbe, a resoursfu sort of fellwo, regarded Cook as a nusisa_ice annd 
felt that the Dispvaca was chained too much with the admi nistration. 
compal inaedthe Dispatch was not a true newsoaper. Cook seemsd to s nse 
this and did not intimate with Watanbe wery much, -mazek i worked quietly 
and was rspecte for his age. ̂ e w..,s - father of two small  children and of ten 
brog th his kids to the ofi'ce. cook showed more confinden c e in Imazeki. 
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C ook made iiward Imazek , a managing editor 
Under the sufaee Tanabe and Watanabe, both University of Washington 
graduate, disliked Imazeki 1s conservative editorial policies. Imazeki 

jipf./p/////fL// was borni in  ̂  apan and spen his boyhood there. 
Coming to Ameica at the age of 12, Imazeki completed hi s high school 
rducation here. He graduated university of Missouri's Sehool fo 
Journalsims. Although he wrote good English, his verbal co mmand of 
¿•nglsih so nd more like an educated  i pj L/ issei. It appeared that 
most of the friends were nisei well in their age and mostl y issei. 
The issei population, the most vigorous and outspoken as.fa r as 
camp politics is conscerned, favored Howard's editorial p oliciies. 
They were all aimed in benifit of the Isssei temp erana t. Often,he 
harshly aautioned the administrative staff to have more apt ience with 
the the ¿§p anese pyschol gy iiHinHniaarnmiiiih they we re unaccostomed to. 
His editorials grew more vigorous when he became the edot ir in chief. 

Tanabe and ?»& anabe who were thoroughly nisei in every  sense of t 
word as fars as nisei are concerned, felt that the edi oria ls should be 
more slanted towrad the nisei 

Three dditors on the Dispatch was too many. *here was only 
work for two. "ith countless disastiliaction. Tanabe and Watahabe 
quit the Dispatch to work as instructors a// when the high s chool was 
opened. For Tanabe , it was coming to a point where ̂ ook a nd he 
ignored each ether. Watanabe explained that the work v/ as getting to 
be a routne at the dispatch and felt that he wasn't gett ing anywhere. 

Imazeki became the editor. ^/^y/y^The guŝ Bnm&mBBiBBifm mrm 
BJininfflmfliinmlttmmffiiii In fyjt August, the ̂ agazine s ection/of the Dispatch 
began to appear as a monthly issue. It carried short storie s, poems, 
and sketches. Most of the work were contri ution from the outside. 
Art work was dlne b the illustrators on the '"'ispatch staf f. °olony 
readers received it as sort of a novelty and so ething new/.  Most 
express ed satisfaction over the new literary attempt. In September, 
Magazine used a new format in wheih the sixe 14̂ - x 8-g" which  was side-stiched 
(stapled) was streamlined to a  7" x 8" saddle stichedlstapled) book. 
Thisincreas d the number of page^ and the book tookon a more a ttractive 
appearnace. The Editor, George akamura, was at the nd of many 
complimentry comment. Cook took v, pride in the magazine and took most of the 
credit. I n anote from Washington office,  v ook received pords of praises. 

The magazine continued success fully for ten issues, wh en editor 
Nakamura began to realize that most of this writers were b eing rlocated 
outside. Even in the formative stage, Tule lake /¿//¿¡¿fy/  population 
were mostly taken from the rural area of California dnd O regon and 
Was ingfcon. It seemes that the nisei in the rural area sse md less 
educated thant those in the ity has easy access to liter atures, livbrary 

a nd ecomincal education sysmtem Most of the soc-called nsie writers 
wlao were know iell injthe nisei /////// literary cir le were residents 
of large city of Los ngles, Seattle, San Fr&noiso and Por tland, ^ity 
resdients were evacutfcd to Manzanar, Topasz Minidoka and ^eat mt.outntian 

1'he heaveist contributor to the magazines were the me mbers of the 
Titers' club organized by-Arthur T. mori-itutsu of ̂ acr a ento. Members 

who assisted in the fursnishing f material to hard up ^a kamura 
were Hiroshi  6 hugasawar, aiso known as -Kifty 0*guga,-James-Sakaoda^ --
Shuji Kii'ura and Morimistu.* - - - - - - —- -

Coming back to the Dispatch Daily. Dispatch became a d aily 
meimoepgraph ed paper M W M / W p / H b i ^ in ̂ arly part of A gusut. 
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Despite the disorganisation condition it ̂ ispatch, 
it seemed incrdible that th four page meimo  news sheet  came out 
every day.  b y hook or crook, the paper cmae out every day at Sundown. 
A11 the dummy sheets were made by two o lcok in the afternoon on the 
day of release and stenciled and ran off the hand cranke d t orublesome 
meimo machine which by now v;as far overworked. Keplace mtn was needed 
soon for the machine parts were worned out. The technici ans usued 
scrap r u b b e r s , n a i l s and strings to replace worned parts an d kept 
the machine together. In the meanwhile, ook ha d put in a requi sistion 
for a new mimeograph with morotr attachment. Although li fe any 
bovernement requtisition, it would take wuite a while but the 
tired mimeographers kept going wicrking nightly on shi fts 
to keep up with the scheduled looking forwerd ahappily for the arrival 
oc fhe nw machine. 

the mimeographed was cranckedl9000 times a day. *oys who  did the job 
were Katsuro Murakami and Geroge Kawaano who were bo$he 18. 

Editor Imazeki editor ial policy continued to be conserv ative 
and page make-up were considered sub standard compared to the other 
mimeographed sheets produced in other cneters. °ook akek d for wmore 
cartoons but Imazeki did not u/////// neccesurily heeded with "o ok's 
request. Cook's request b came morein the nature of coders . " 

The relation between Cook and Imazeki  became more strained. 
The reports officer wrote harsh notes to Cook suggesting  that 
Imazeki's editorials pnlic were too pro-Issei. and did  not use 
vigorous Americanization theme for the nisei. Imazeki wrote bafck in 
series of memoradums that the °ook did not understand th e peculair 
pyscholgy of  J apanese, particluray ^ M / M H / in theeir circumstance of 
being forced into camps. "Why antagonize them with supe rfical flat waving 
stunts.  S  woter to  *ook  that the  J apanese issei as wll  as the ° 
nisei needed to educated slowly and work up to the point tfiat  U ook 
asserts. 

Cook brought out examples when Howard Imazeki requested fa * one, 
it concerned where Toots ̂ akamura stated a news lead about Ca mp Savage 
"Volunteers about and wrote that "To jo would squirm" Imaz eki 
killed the lead and simply published and listed the names of the 
volunteers. 

Hot notes were exchanged and came to a pint where Cook ¡threa tened 
to terminate Imazeki which he never did because both new that Cook 
would be cutting hisown neck by terminating imazeki. I mazek i was too 
popular tiwh the issei population the commmunit council and the 
Planning  bo--  rd. 

Much of the tension was reli vd when in ̂ ctober Imazeki deci ded 
on leaving for Bet harvest iN Idaho. Meimoographer Mu^a kaimi accomoanied 
him. Murakami^was more or less his side kick. Sroge Nak amura was~elev 
ate:: to fill his vacancy. Kakamura'  s  was out and out flag waving 
and worote liberal edit orials on democracy andthe bene volence of W R A . ^ / 
It was just what Cook wanted.The actual work of copy rea ding and pa^e 
m-ke-up was done by '¿oko  A  ujii. The news staff last a month when" 
Imazeki returned to take over. AMihaaiogk'ikja^ i  A lthough 

Cook was not too hoyed o se Imazeki back on the staff, he wan ted to see 
an older man on the staff. 



7-7-7-7-7-7-7 

under nakamura , ̂ oko ¿üjii took over the reponsiblity o: ? coryreedir;: 

and  li,---  i;  _ u"  t he � ;es. The three column ma 'ce un ras continued with 

the ohan¿:e  i n the nane  pl at e, "he three-coin m wide nameplate was emply 

where two column one was employed. 

'rank "anabe returned from ' Jal dwell in November and he being 

a more experienced newspaperman , too 1: over ""ujii's vlece. For personal 

resons ,  u ook did not favor ¿ M M / W J /  '  the idea of Tanebe returning 

to the steff. It was the first time, a vote wa s nut  up in the Disotteh 
to find out the sentiment tow id 'arabe.  1 h e result  of  unani mous. 
Tanabe , as - newspaper  an used sou  d ¿¿¿tiM  '  ré co  - r-  d of  e 
English grammar. 

I 

Imazeki continued to be  t'  e -ditor until February, be quietly 
temiineated and left for a position as an instructor at the Janane--s 
language school at University of Colorado, just  bef or  the heat of the 
registration neiood. 

Follwing t e registration, the ^ispatch began to show a 
contiraicnus depletion and replacemtn in th staff through relocation, 
--monga 11  the departments, Dispatch in proportion she ed the  rea  test 
reaction to the relocation pro ram.  i he petty differences ánd petty 
frictions within the staff soon diminshed with the new in terest in 
relocation. 

ithtih departure of Imazeki, Cook decided to give everyon e 
a chance at the editing of the  pa pgr  thus k H H i i á l Ü M H ! to create a 
renwed interest in the paper production. fíííJ "Under cons tant pressure 
of radical elements of the Center, and with the urge for r elocation, 
the Dispatch -eo^le had not the avid interest in publicatio n business. 
Ken Xi ayshi  ,  J-oots Nakamura ano hgene Qkada, all  s soned reporters "on 
the staff were put on the editorial board, of the naper an d '̂orr ->eto, cityedity 
bore the heavy work of scutally putting out the paner dia ly. 

The editorial board  so strana  i^lef unction was to set the editerai 
poilicy of the paper. Cf course, in reality j.D. ^ook de termined the 
the editorial >c icy of all the ^isnatch publications.  For.j? ra  tic c I pur 
noses, the eòi oria 1 board took turn writ  ir. ...editoriâ  s.  opyre^:  i  ag and 
oake make up was handled by the city editor, .on „eto who was a recent 
high school raduate with so e knowledge of fundamental jour nalism. 

Seto  a  dp ted a  three, ."©lu.  four-colu n fornt pp~;e make up air ed 
used by the enson ribune at tíié Jerome relocation cen'e r. 

It bought, the make -up was received by most wethers of th e sta  r 'f  with a 
frown, it was a matter of getting used to it. he four-co lumn make un 

as more stra lined and seemed more attra tice and availed vari etlv in th 
ipaege makeupup. 
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x'eeling of section?;lis, faded with the animomsity poi nted 

more at issei end kibei rs r result of the evacuation. It seemed that 
the general a titude of the ^is -tch staff was that iifa lWHBjii'mmHmgcniieiaiugbiEai 

^m, T t i f a f f r - T n a f o r n r r a t T r̂ mu mr f t r a r T̂ i r T̂ n - i -̂ n t r n t  ^w t - i f ; - - R 

that they were liber al minded and sincerely believed a n democratic principles 
lathough they scorned their deprivation of full citizens hip status. 
xcePt for one or two, all had answered positively to ques tion  28 of the 

selective service questio :aire. 
ditorial s written by the editorial bord were distinctivel y 

of th ir contractions. 
Tom °eto and Xen  lj ayshi terminated to leave for ''.inneauoT is anr 1 

Washington D.c. respecfivlev. in __ _ . Kunio Otani, who. 
as been the sports editor since the ori, ii of  the-"-- a  er, a  dwps.  named 

city editor. J.Coo remarkled that he was the most prolic witer on the 
staff. Otani showed great deal of accuracy in his ror v as sports witer. 

aVl'eriyî/; Otani was formerly a mechanic ir a rural  iist rict  of 
"Shi gton.  .  -̂ oots --a a ura assumed full editorship of t e ispalch. 

is fmain duty consisted of writing editoria s and ewrrit-r.  sctires. 
But on , -emeura left fcf  hie ago  hostl and manes-in; editor , 
-U£:e -Cicada filled his position. 

Relocation was constantly chanigng the personnel? and it had the 
most rofuound e feet, on any epartment. eporters, "ose eri z- a, tule 

ide bato, Yukio Ozaki left the Project during ' lake 
On ril !E9, -"-as Inda top artists on-1. e staff with aj/ sc holarship Interlude 

and ex  eric!  e working r t an en ravi" concern  ,  lfft for Cincinnati. 
James uo, antist; -ic"  uri'  era, ntist; and as Orswa, ecnnician; 
left for railroad work a week previously. 

v0n April  26 Managing -editor 3ugene Okada left for "we York 
via inainnrti to 'on:: his married sister.  /.  week following another 
veteran Ceor e ^akemvra left for hieago on 

Theis situation left Kunio  '-'tar i,  the only canabl e man to zun the 
paer._ Segregation was comming on and the the future of ent er pa->er" 
•i-ule e which ahas been designe ed  : as a serretgeti "n center see ed 
uncertain. 

\
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SAGA OF TULE AN DISPATCH 

By George "jobo" Nakamura 

The Daily Tulean Dispatch, published daily, except Sunda y, 

is the official mimeographed newsheet of the Tule Lake Pr oject and  % 

is responsible for the dissemination of news and informati on among 

the 15,000 evacuee residents. Circulation is 4700 co pies and a 

copy is distributed to each apartment by the Block Mana gers of 

respective blocks. Copies are also delivered to the admin istrative 

personnel and school teachers. More than a hundred names or 

organizations are listed in the exchange lists. These inc lude 

various WRA offices, University libraries, social wor kers, churches, 

and other project papers. 

The deadline for all news is the noon of the day prior to the 

release d£y. After the stories are copyread for verific ation of 

facts and accuracy as well as corrections of grammatical e rrors, 

the copies are retyped into dummy forms. Letters are assem bled 

on blank sample sheets and a make-up dummy sheet is made. This 

is cut on stencil and run through the electric motor mimeo graph. 

The pages, four on week days and two on Saturdays, are no t assembled 

but the pages are separately bundled and sent to block man agers' 

offices where the pages are assembled. With priority incon venience, 

the use of staples was discontinued in October, 1942. 

The organization of the staff: 

Editor -- Executive function and supervision of all editor ial 

and managerial work. Assists the copy editor in making up p ages 
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and writes or accepts editorials. 

City Editor -- In direct charge of the reporters. Assigns 

beats and reads all copies. Makes all the pages and takes 

immediate charge of the production. 

Literary Editor -- In charge of the monthly magazine and 

occasionally writes features and columns for the newsp aper. 

Sports Editor -- Writes all sports stories. Accepts con-

tributions. Makes up the sports page. 

Promotion Manager -- Requisitions materials and equipme nt. 

Others on the staff are reporters, clerks and technicians. 

->:- -x- * *  * 

The Dispatch has been different in that unlike the othe r 

departments with the exception of the Community Activiti es Section,, 

its immediate supervisor is an evacuee resident. For tha t reason, 

the disorganization, the confusion, the strife, the fri ctions, 

within the staff, have been interesting to record. The ini tiative 

and the ingenuity come from the evacuees in the examples of t he 

Dispatch and the Community Activities section. 

Besides its function as a newspaper, the Dispatch is a 

bulletin for the administration, releasing vital instruct ions from 

the project director's office. During the formative sta ge of the 

paper, the editors questioned as to whether the paper was a n ad-

ministrative bulletin or a camp newspaper. On numerous occasions, 

the editors had attempted to reach an understanding with t he ad-

ministration as to the editorial policy fta of the paper. 
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The administrative staff considered The Dispatch as a bull etin 

and entirely disregarded its deadline, space limitation  and sent 

notes to the editorial office to insert their articles ver batim far 

behind the deadline. Consequently, dummy forms and even stencils 

were altered to conform with the order. On numerous oc casions, 

"extras" were put out especially for the departmental he ads who 

insisted that the notice "must" be out at once. 

With the slow painful organization , 0f the staff, with addition 

of better writers and with the better journalistic make -up of the 

paper, The Tulean Dispatch gained respect. 

Forerunner of the present Dispatch was the "information B ulletin" 

initiated by Prank "Shin" Tanabe on May 27, 1942, the da y of the first 

arrival of volunteers from north Portland assembly center . On subse-

quent days, more evacuees from rural Washington and Orego n, and a 

small group from Clarksburg, Calif., arrived from the Cent er. 

While the Project awaited the arrival of evacuees from S acra-

mento and Marysville, California, a temporary newspape r staff was 

set up by Prank Tanabe as a part of the Recreation Departm ent. The 

Staff included Ellen Nagata, T 0ki Kumata, Kunio Otani, Hilo Hasegawa 

and James Matsno. All were northern nisei who had had s ome high 

training in English composition or journalism, with t he exception 

of James Matsuo who was from Clarksburg. 

To place the newspaper production in the Recreation depa rtment, 

fortunately, was temporary. The Recreation department w as operating 

in a single barracks at 1808, in a very disorganized mann er. The In-

formation Bulletin occupied the extreme end of the barr acks where they 
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published four-page paper three times a week. Working in t he noise 

and confusion with the recreation workers. 

The single machine produced the paper, and was too old f or the 

purpose. The paper was constantly without supplies. Publ ication 

had to be suspended for days at a time because there were in-

sufficient paper supplies. 

The standard of journalistic writing was that of highscho ol 

standard. Art work could not have done justice to a grammar s chool 

art student. As far as grammar usage was concerned, Tanabe k ept 

his eyes open but the Information Bulletin lacked good ed itorial 

judgment and journalistic style. 

Cartoons were used in excess and weren't even humorous.  Poorly 

lacking in equipment to cut headlines, all headlines we re cut free-

hand. As a result it looked haphazard and extremely slopp y. 

Editors of Pinedale Logger and Walerga Wasp of Sacrame nto, who 

were to be transferred to Tule Lake, were confident of ta king over 

the japer on their arrival in the Project. 

Mr. Theodore Waller, chief of the community activiti es section, 
V 

who actually knew little of newspaper work, even regarded T anabe as 

incapable of handling the paper. He made it plain that  the whole 

newspaper set-up would be reorganized as soon as the Colo ny had reach-

ed its capacity. Mr. Morton Gaba, assisting Waller, spent his time 

largely on the newspaper, and inspected the dummies befor e they went 

to press. In addition to the chaotic organization, Mr. Gab a was 

frequently not found when the paper was ready to put on s tencils. 

This caused a delay in the paper production and embittere d the 
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editors. At the same time, Gaba was respected and liked b y the 

staff as a guy who knew his stuff. Waller was considered b y his 

staff members as quite neurotic. He tried to accomplish t he immense 

work of the recreation department by actually doing the d etails of 

the work. As a result, there was little delegation of  power and the 

evacuee members did not know what their duties were most o f the time. 

The recreation activities included the library, newspa per, education, 

vacational and academic, and all social and forensics. (Most of these 

were allocated to the other departments). 

Tanabe knew very well that Waller did not think him efficie nt 

and suited for the job as editor, and awaited the edito rs of the 

assembly papers to arrive. Walerga group came in first. Howard 

Imazeki, age , one-time editor of the Japanese section of the 

New World Sun and Nichibei of S an Francisco and more recently the 

city editor of the Walerga Wasp, arrived and quietly assum ed the 

post of city editor on The Dispatch. Waller considered Geo rge 

Nakamura, editor of the Walerga Wasp, to assume the pos t but found 

Hakamura "a bit cocky" and ''too clever." Gaba declared at a 

meeting attended by Tanabe, Gaba and Harry Mayeda, appoi nted 

recreation supervisor, and Waller, that Walerga Wasp wa s the best 

assembly center paper. However, Waller decided to wait u ntil the 

transfer of all evacuees from the assembly center was co mplete. 

In the meanwhile, Tanabe continued to be the acting-edi tor f 

while Howard Imazeki did most of the actual work. It was e vident 

that with Imazeki's age and experience, the newspaper t ook on a 

more professional touch. Personally, Waller disliked Na kamura, and 
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tried to prevent him from joining the newspaper staff. Gaba 

openly favored Nakamura, and finally had him placed. Na kamura 

carried a grudge against Waller, and did not remain on the st aff 

long. Also the original staff members of the Informati on Bulletin 

had received a letter from Nakamura, while the latter was i n Walerga 

Assembly Center, requesting that the staff members of th e Dispatch 

who were being transferred ahead of him be given a chance on the 

Dispatch. They misconstrued this as an intention to tak e over the 

paper. When Nakamura arrived, Tanabe received him at his of fice 

coldly, shook his hand limply and ignored him for a week . It was 

obvious that the staff did not relish his presence in the office. 

After a week on the Dispatch, Nakamura terminated his 

position as feature editor of the Dispatch to teach j ournalism in 

the Adult Education Department. Nakamura was discoura ged at the 

slow progress of the Adult Education department in gett ing things 

organized to open classes. Materials and equipment were lacking, 

and prospective instructors were idling away their time . Nakamura 

attempted to start a magazine within the classes, and so licited 

subscriptions. This initiative was frowned upon by the ad ministra-

tion as private enterprise. Money was refunded. Dr. Franc is of 

the department insisted that she put her hand to everythi ng, and 

Nakamura did not approve. HKXKfiJSHixaa There was consid erable 

argument as to whether the magazine, which was to be call ed "Tempo", 

was to be placed under the newly created Information depa rtment. 

Nakamura terminated his employment with the Adult Educat ion depart-

ment and returned to the Dispatch. By that time the memb ers had 
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become intimate with Nakamura and the prejudiced feelin g had been 

somewhat alleviated. 

In the meantime, things had been changing in the Dispatch 

office. Mr. arrived in the Project to take over the newly 

created Dispatch Information office, of which the Tule an Dispatch 

was an integral part. Progress was increasingly evident af ter 

leaving the chaotic fold of Waller and his recreation de partment. 

Through the efforts of Mr. , the Dispatch acquired>a new 

makeshift office, a more roomy one at Recreation hall 1608 . 

A telephone was installed, and sterxil-cutting, equipmen t and office 

equipment were requisitioned, and were instantly receive d, unlike 

the red-tape system of Waller. Mr. did not attempt to 

criticize, or even to censor the dummies, and the pape r started to 

come out more regularly and not erratically as it did befo re. 

Mr. left after an altogether too brief stay, as 

soon as the paper was firmly established, to take up a simil ar post 

at Poston Relocation Center. Mr. Goss, one-time city edi tor of the 

Los Angeles Times arrived in the Project to assume Mr.  ! s 

place. On the day of his arrival, Goss called the staff to gether 

and talked strictly business, asking the staff to put out a  more 

professional looking paper. He frowned on column and so cial news. 

The Dispatch again went back to the censorship of the du mmies 

before it went to press. Goss rejected many news stories,  and 

especially news features which he considered either too "j uvenile" 

or without good construction. The editors found him a nu isance, 

chasing around the Project looking for him to examine the  articles. 
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Ofttimes the dummies were actually ripped out and ste ncils recut. 

Goss, after a few weeks stay, left for Poston to take up a similar 

job in Poston. John D. Cook arrived in the Project, and w as invited 
c 

to a party to welcome him and bid Mr. farewell. Sandwiche s 

were prepared, and soda water was served. At this time, a p roposal 

to start a magazine within the Information department wa s brought up 

by Nakamura. Cook said he had thought of a literary magaz ine himself, 

and said that he had experience in writing to magazines an d editing 

one. He had written radio plays for big time commercial p rograms. 

The newspaper staff received him favorably. They regard ed him as 

a good ole Joe. 

Cook, in contrast to Goss, liked the idea of having columns 

and cartoons, and lots of human interest stuff to make t he paper 

alive. He suggested a social column. This was assigned t o Yrui 

Kobukata who conducted the column until her departure t o Minneapolis 

in March, 1943. He did not see any necessity of censoring the dummy 

sheets, and put confidence in the staff, which was getti ng experienced. 

At this time, the Pinedale evacuees came into the Proje ct, and 

Gt. Watanabe, former editor of the Pinedale Logger, and fo rmer editor 

of the English Section of the North American Times, an d also a friend 

of Prank Tanabe, was included in the staff. He brought hi s former 

Pinedale associates, including Hidoe Hoshide,Yuri Kobu kat, Masae 

Saito, Sua Tsuboi, Toots Nakamura, Ken Hayshi (Tom Seto j oined later). 

The Walerga and former Information staff members resente d this mass 

influx of Pinedalers. They found the Pinedalers extrem ely aggressive 

in their work, hardworking and efficient, and well-traine d in 
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All of them were placed as reporters with the exception o f 

Masae Saito, who was a typist of very high efficiency. 

Staff members from California found them thoroughly 

Americanized, and spoke and wrote better English than they  could. 

This may "be attributed to the fact that most of them were  raised 

in Caucasian communities, instead of in Japanese towns in C alifornia 

where Japanese was spoken among themselves. 

Automatically without formal assignments, Gt. V.atnabe , 

Frank Tanabe and Howard Imazeki constituted an editorial  board. 

Because this setup was spontaneous each of them figured that he was 

better than the other. They did not organize themselves a nd allocate 

the duties. Consequently, disorganization resulted. Non e of them knew 

just where he stood. Ttie staff members did not know who t heir boss 

was. There was no agreement as to who was ,to write edito rials, who 

was to make what pages, who was to assign beats. Eithe r there 

was duplication or jobs undone. In other words, each did not want 

to yield to the other. 

It became more apparent that Cook showed partiality toward 

Imazeki because of his age and his more sound judgments.  He regarded 

Tanabe as too young, and editorials got him and Cook i nto trouble. 

Chiefly when he rapped about the poor quality of cooking in his 

resident messhall. Tanabe found trouble on his hands.  The entire 

mess crew held a meeting and protested vigorously to the  7/RA. The 

Reports office in San Francisco regional office admonis hed Cook for 

the mistake Tanabe made. From a personal angle, Cook con sidered 
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Tanabe as moody and hard to get along with. Tanabe did not mix 

well with people at large, and did not get intimate with the s taff. 

Gt. Watanbe, a resourceful sort of fellow, regarded cCook as a 

nuisance and felt that the Dispatch was chained too much w ith the 

administration. He complained that the Dispatch was not a  true 

newspaper. Cook seemed to sense this and did not get intim ate with 

Watanbe very much. Imazeki worked quietly and was respec ted for 

his age. He was a father of two small children and often b rought 

his kids to the office. Cook showed more confidence in Ima zeki. 

Cook made Howard Imazeki a managing editor. Under the  surface, 

Tanabe and Watanabe, both University of Washington gradu ates, dis-

liked Imazeki's conservative editorial policies. Imaze ki was born 

in Japan and spent his boyhood there. Coming to America at t he age 

of 12, Imazeki completed his high school education here. H e graduated 

from University of Missouri's School of Journalism. Alt hough he 

wrote^Dod English, his verbal command of English sounded m ore like 
I  

an educated Issei. It appeared that most of the friends were Nisei 

well on in years and some Issei. The Issei population, the mo st 

vigorous and outspoken as far as camp politics were concer ned, favor-

ed Howard's editorial policies. They were all aimed in ben efit of the 

Issei temperament. Often he harshly cautioned the adm inistrative 

staff to have more patience with the Japanese psychology w hich they 

were unaccustomed to. His editorials grew more vigorous when he 

became the editor in chief. 

Tanabe and Watanabe, who were thoroughly Nisei in eve ry sense 

of the word, felt that the editorials should be more slant ed toward 
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the Nisei. 

Three editors on the Dispatch was too many. There was 

only work for two. With countless dissatisfaction, Ta nabe and 

Watanabe quit the Dispatch to work as instructors when the h igh 

school was opened. For Tanabe, it was coming to a point where 

Cook and he ignored each other. Watanabe explained tha t the work 

was getting to be a routine at the Dispatch and felt that  he 

wasn't getting anywhere. 

Imazeki became the editor. In August, the Magazine secti on 

of the Dispatch began to appear as a monthly issue. It c arried 

short stories, poems, and sketches. Most of the work was con-

tributed from the outside. Art work was done by the illust rators 

on the Dispatch staff. Colony readers received it as a s ort of 

novelty, and something new. Most expressed satisfactio n over the 

new literary attempt. In September, the Magazine used a n ew format, 

size 14| x 8 | which was side-stitched (stapled) and strea mlined 

to a 7' ? x 8" saddle stitched (stapled) book. Thi3 increase in t he 

number of pages gave the book a more attractive appearan ce. The 

Editor, George Nakamura, was at the receiving end of many co mpli-

mentary comments. Cook took pride in the magazine and took m ost 

of the credit. In a note from the Washington office, Co ok received 

words of praise. 

The magazine continued successfully for ten issues, wh en 

editor Nakamura began to realize that most of his writers were 

being relocated outside. Even in the formative stage, Tul e Lake 

population was mostly taken from the rural area of Califor nia ar .6 

Oregon and Washington. It seemed that the Nisei in the rur al areas 
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seemed less educated than those  in  the city, who had easy access 

to literature, library and economical education system. . Most of 

the so-called Nisei writers who were known well in the Nisei 

literary circle were residents of large cities like Los A ngeles, 

Seattle, San Francisco and Portland. City residents we re evacuated 

to Manzanar, Topaz, Minidoka  and.  Heart Mountain . 

The heaviest contributor to the magazines were the memb ers 

of the V/ r iterS !  club,  organized by Arthur  T.  Moritutsu of Sacramento. 
\ 

Members who assisted in the furnishing of material to har d-up 

Nakamura were Eiroshi Shugasawar, also known as Riley C'Suga, J ames 

Sakoda, Shuji Kimura and Morimistu. 

Coming back to the Dispatch Daily. Dispatch became a d aily 

mimeographed paper in early part of August. 

Despite the disorganization of the Dispatch, it seemed, 

increditable that the four page mimeo news sheet came out e very 

day. By hook or by crook, the paper came out every day at Sundown. 

All the dummy sheets were made by two o'clock in the a fternoon on 

the day of release and stenciled and run off the hand-cran ked 

troublesome mimeo machine which by now was far overwor ked. Re-

placement was needed soon for the machine parts were worn out. 

The technicians issued scrap rubber, nails and strings to  replace 

worn parts and kept the machine together. In the meanwh ile, Cook 

had put in a requisition for a new mimeograph with motor at tachment, 

although, like any government requisition, it would t ake quite a 

while, but the tired mimeographers kept going working nigh tly on 

shifts to keep up with the schedule, looking forward ha ppily for 
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arrival of the new machine. 

The circulation was 1800 at the peak, and for each editio n 

the mimeograph was cranked 19000 times a day. Boys who d id the 

job were Katsuro Murakami and George Kawano who were bot h 18. 

Editor Imazeki's editorial policy continued to be conse rva-

tive, and page make-up was considered sub-standard compar ed to the 

other mimeographed sheets produced in other centers. Coo k asked 

for more cartoons but Imazeki did not necessarily heed Cook's request. 

Cook's requests became more in the nature of orders. 

The relations between Cook and Imazeki became more strai ned. 

The reports officer wrote harsh notes to Cook suggesting that 

Imazeki's editorials were too pro-Issei, and did no t use vigorous 

Americanization themes for the Nisei. Imazeki wrote back in a 

series of memorandums that Cook did not understand the peculiar 

psychology of Japanese, particularly in their circumsta nce of 

being forced into camps. Why antagonize them with superf icial 

flag waving stunts. He wrote to C 0ok that the Japanese Issei, as 

well as the Nisei, needed to be educated slowly and worked up to 

the point that Cook asserts. 

Cook brought out examples when Howard Imazeki requested on e. 

It concerned one where Toots Nakamura stated a newslead a bout Camp 

Savage Volunteers, and wrote that  tf Tojo would squirm"... .Imazeki 

killed the lead and simply published and listed the names  of the 

volunteers. 

Hot notes were exchanged and it came to a point where Cook 

threatened to terminate Imazeki, which he never did, becau se both 
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knew t'-.at Cook would be cutting his own neck by ter minating 

Imazeki. Imazeki was too popular with the Issei populati on, the 

community council and the Planning board. 

Much of the tension was relieved when in October Imazeki 

decided on leaving for the harvest in Idaho. I/limeograp her 

Murakaiml accompanied him. Murakami was more or leas his side-

kick. George Nakamura was elevated to fill his vacancy., Naka-

mura's was out-and-out flag waving, and wrote liberal edi torials 

on democracy and the benevolence of "VRA. It was just wha t Cook 

^vanted. The actual work of copy reading and page make-up w as done 

by Toko  iuj ii.  The news staff last month when Imazeki returned 

to take over. Although Cook was not too joyed to see Imaz eki 

back on the staff, he wanted to see an older man on the staff. 

Under Nakamura, Toko Fujii took over the responsibility of 

copyreading and making up the pages. The three-column make up was 

continued with the change in the name plate. The three-col umn 

wide name plate was where two column one was employed. 

Prank Tanabe returned from Caldwell in November and, h e 

being a more experienced newspaperman, took over Fujii's place. 

For personal reasons, Cook did not favor the idea of Tanab e return-

ing to the staff. It was the first time a vote was put up in th e 

Dispatch to find out the' sentiment toward Tanabe. The result of 

the vote was unanimous. Tanabe as a newspaperman used soun d 

command of the English grammar. 

Imazeki continued to be the Editor until February, wh en he 

quietly terminated and left for a position as* an inst ructor at the 

Japanese language school at University of Colorado, just b efore 
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the heat of the registration period. 

Following the registration, the Dispatch began to show a 

continuous depletion and replacement in the staff throu gh reloca-

tion. Among all the departments, the Dispatch, in proporti on, 

showed the greatest reaction to the relocation program . The 

petty differences and petty frictions within the staff  soon 

diminished with the new interest in relocation. 

With the departure of Imazeki, Cook decided to give every-

one a chance at the editing of the paper, thus to create a renewed 

interest in the paper production. Under constant pressur e of the 

radical elements of the Center, and with the urge for re location, 

the Dispatch people had not the avid interest in the publ ication 

business. Ken Hayshi, Toots Nakamura, and Eugene Okada,  all 

seasoned reporters on the staff, were put on the editor ial board 

of the paper, and T 0 m Seto, city editor, bore the heavy work of 

actually putting out the paper daily. 

The editorial board's ostensible function was to set the 

editorial policy of the paper. Of course, in reality, J. D. Cook 

determined the editorial policy of all the Dispatch pu blications. 

For practical purposes, the editorial board took turns i n writing 

editorials. Copyreading and make up was handled by the c ity 

editor, Tom Seto, who was a recent high school graduate wi th some 

knowledge of fundamental journalism. 

Seto adopted a column front page make up already used 

by the Benson Tribune at Jerome relocation center. Al though the 

make up was received by most members of the staff with a frown, it 
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was a matter of getting used to it. The four-column make- up was 

more streamlined and seemed more attractive and gave varie ty to 

the page make-up. 

Peeling of sectionalists faded with the animosity pointe d 

more at Issei and Kibei as a result of the e^e^uatimu It see med 

that the general attitude of the Dispatch staff was that they were 

liberal minded and sincerely believed in democratic prin ciples, 

although they scorned the deprivation of their full citi zenship 

status. Except for one or two, all had answered positive ly to 

question 28 of the selective service questionnaire. 

Editorials" written by the editorial board were distinct ive-

ly of their convictions. 

Tom Seto and Ken Hayshi terminated and left for Minneapol is 

and Washington, D.C., respectively. In , Kunio Otani, 

who has been the sports editor since the origin of the paper , was 

named city editor. J. Cook remarked that he was the most prolific 

writer on the staff. Otani showed a great deal of accurac y in his 

work as sports writer. Otani was formerly a mechanic in a rural 

district of Washington. Toots Nakamura assumed full edi torship 

of the Dispatch. 

His main duty consisted of writing editorials and re writing 

stories. But on , Nakamura left for the Chicago Hoste l 

and managing editor KiJ&s Euge Okada filled his position . 

Relocation was constantly changing the personnel and it 

had the most profound effdct on every department. Reporte rs, 

Rose Serizawa, Hide Sato, Yukio Ozaki left the Project du ring 

On April 19 f  Mas Inda, top artist on the staff with a 
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scholarship, and experience working at an engraving conc ern, 

left for Cincinnati. James Mastuo, artist, Dick Kuriha ra, artist, 

and Ogawa, technician, left for railroad work a week pr eviously. 

On April 26, Managing Editor Eugene Okada left for New 

York via Cincinnati to join his married sister. A week fo llowing 

another veteran, George Nakamura, left for Chicago. 

This situation left Kunio Otani the only capable man to 

run the paper. Segregation was coming on and the future of 

Center paper (Tule Lake had been designated as a segre gation 

Center) seemed uncertain. 



- 18 -

Supplement 

Northerners on the staff showed more initiative and 

ingenuity. They were always planning social activities. T hey 

were always adding new knacks to the paper production. 

Their initiative was carried too far at times. Dances, 

to be sponsored by the Dispatch, were planned without the 

knowledge of the staff members. 

The staff was split into two camps when discussions 

(meetings) on dances were held. Usually between Northern ers 

and Caiifornians. Intense arguments were carried on; t he most 

trivial things, such as decoration, refreshments, etc. The 

friction was intense. Bill Marutani, formerly of Tacoma, a nd 

Toko Fujii, Sacramento, carried the banners for each gro up. 

# -x- * -x- -x- -x- -x 

"A Tule Lake Interlude" 

For the commemoration of the first anniversary of the 

Project, Geo. Naksmura took two months to prepare a 112- page 

mimeograph book depicting the life of the Project withi n the year 

and the cultural and economic backgrounds of Nisei problems 

blah, blah, blah. 

The contents of the book was mimeographed and the cover was 

printed by Pioneer Printing Go. of Klamath Falls, and boun d there. 

The mimeographers and editors stood up four mornings withou t sleep 

to run the pages off. No. of copies printed - 3000 copies at  10^ 

each. Letters of commendation came from everywhere and the e ditor 

v/as swamped by requests for more books. 


