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J u ly 2, 1944 TULE LAKE FIELDNOTES ROSALIE HANKEY

TALK WITH KIMI HASHIMOTO

K imi, a N is ei  from G i la , was in  fa i r l y  good s p i r i t s .  We discu ssed the beatin g 

which had taken p lace in  a n eigh bor in g b lock  (K u r ih ara). She said th at on the 

whole people d id n 't  know why he was beaten up. K imi l ik es  her work in  the Adminis�

tr a tion  bu ild in g. The Caucasians in  her section  are r ea l  n ice to h er , but some 

o f the ones across the way are snooty. K imi knew noth ing about the warden elec t ion  

at a l l ;  she doesn 't in ter es t  h er s el f in  such th in gs.

TALK WITH MRS. KOMURA

Mrs. Komura said  th at in  h er b lock  (21 8  a supposedly tough b lock ) th ere was 

no meeting h eld at a l l  to nominate wardens. She knew no d eta i ls  about the beatin g. 

About the H itomi beatin g, she said  th at some people said  they r ea l ly  wanted to get 

the man's b roth er , Manager o f the Co8op, but th ey'th ou gh t H itomi, shou ld be beaten 
up too.

On the su bject o f  beatin gs she had an in ter es t in g s tory to t e l l .  Her s i s ter 8 i n 8  

law 's  ch i ld  had hu rt her ear  w ith  a bobby p in . The ear  b led p retty bad ly, but the 

mother h es itated  to c a l l  the doctor , s in ce an announcement has come ou t, s ta tin g 

th at doctors sou ld be ca l led  on ly in  an emergency and minor i l l s  should be tr eated  

at the c l i n i c .  S ince the ear  continued to b leed  and the ch i ld  c r ied , the mother 

f i n a l l y  ca l led  the ambulance. The ambulance ar r ived  fol low ed  by a car  w ith  two 

policemen in  i t .  (Mrs. Komura ca l led  them F .B . I .  men, I  d on 't know how she knew 

they were F .B . I . ) The ambulance d r iver  sa id , "Oh th is  i s  n oth in g," and went to 

speak to the policemen , t e l l i n g  them i t  was on ly a ch i ld  who had hu rt her ear . The 
men drove away.

Mrs. Komura also remarked th at the Co8op i s  gett in g more and more unpopular.

She has now been to ld  several times by evacu ees, �  ! �"#�� �$"� $�"�%��&� $&$����� �%' 
�#(#)� $�"*%'�'+� "#����'� &#��&� �#� %'� )��� �� � �%'� ��#,-$.'/�

So fa r  as I  have been able to learn , no one has been ar rested  fo r  any o f the 

supposedly ' in u " beatin gs which have taken p lace. Said Mrs. Komura, �0%'"�1��'� �## 
�2$��� �#� &'�� ,$�&%�/� 0%'� 2$�� *%#� .�.� ����� %�2�'�!�#3'� (the hammer assau lt) *$� 
,�$4"/� 0%$���� *%"� %'� &$3'� %�2�'�!��)/�� Mrs. Komura added th at people were sayinq 

th at even the hammer assau lt was an inu beatin g. The old  man had found ou t th at 
h is  fr ien d  was actin g l i k e an in u .

Mrs. Komura also to ld  me th at a woman whose husband is  in  the stockade had 

remarked at sewing c las s , th at her husband had to ld  her th at a l l  the men in  the 
stockade would now be released  the f i r s t  par t o f J u ly.

TALK WITH KURIHARA

K urihara remarked th at the man beaten in  74 was supposed to be very unpopular 

in  h is  b lock . I  asked why on ly th i r d 8 r a te inus were bein g beaten up. �5#�� �%#��. 
-�#67�� said  he, ��%'� 8�&� #�'�� $�'� �##� * '��� &�$�.'./� 9��� �%'� &�$�.�* �� � � � � �) � �) 
�#2'� ��2'/� I  said  th is  was what I  had su spected.

As to the warden nominating meeting, he said  the people in  h is  b lock  had been 

urged to come to the meeting to e lec t  the warden, but on ly about fou r  people had 

gone. A fr ien d  from Manzanar came in  at th is  moment and K urihara said , �	#*� 6$�� � �  
���$�4$�$��� *'�'� �%'�'� '�#�&%� ����� �%'�' (to hold an elec t io n )? " The fr ien d  from 

the Manzanar section  said  he d id n 't  th ink  anybody had been nominated in  h is  b lock . 
�6%#� *$���� �#� 8'� $� �'&$�� .#&:� he added.
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GOSSIP IN BEAUTY SHOP 8  HELEN SASAJ IMA

The two N isei  beauty operators to ld  me about the p et i t ion  to stop the hunger 

s tr ik e which was c ir cu la ted  in  th ei r  b lock  Saturday, One o f them had sign ed i t .  Both 

appeared to be very sympathetic to the s tr ik er s .  . E viden tly, th is  p et i t ion  was i n i �

t ia ted  some time Saturday before the s tr ik e was stopped. I t  has not been tu rned in  

to  the Adm in istration .

TALK WITH TWO NISE I GIRLS 8  KIMI HASHIMOTO

Two N is ei  fr ien ds  dropped in  and gossiped du ring th ei r  noon hour. I  asked about 

some Old Tulean con tacts but was to ld  th at th ey d id n 't  mix with  the Old Tu leans.

"They don't seem to have much in  common w ith u s ." S everal g i r l s  in  th ei r  o f f i c e  are 

Old Tu leans but they d on 't get along.
I  was to ld  again  o f the widespread rumor th at R esegregation is ts  are to  be sen t 

to Poston. The rape scare i s  d efin i te l y  dying down.

TALK WITH O'DAY

Besig said he couldn't see Dr. Miyamoto. The ins tructions  from Washington were 
that he couldn't see anyone except people he had seen before (on previou s v i s i t ).

He said he already had enough evidence and w ithin the next few days action w il l  
be brought. He said he w asn't discouraged. He said Baldrin �� � � � Head) hadn't w ritten  
to him at a l l  about the Tule Lake business. He thinks Baldrin may hare sold  out to 

WRA. <

TALK WITH KURIHARA

Hunger S t r ik e:

There 's a certa in amount o f  agita tion going on. The people are taking an in teres t. 
They have circu la ted  a petition . I t  seems they 're w illin g to sign. But I 'm  try ing to 
k i l l  i t .  Because Mr. Best told  me that the boys w ill  be released w ithin a month. That's 
why I  wanted to k i l l  the agita tion which may cause trouble and hardship to the J apanese 

as w ell as to the Administration.
Mr. Best told  me they w il l  be released w ithin a month. I  told  people i f  he doesn't 

release the boys w ithin a month they can have the petition  already signed for  presenta�
tion . In  the meantimej i f  they present the petition  to Mr. Best he w ill  feel he's  

being forced.
I f  Mr. Best w i l l  only live up to his word and release the boys w ithin a month 

w e'll  have a d ifferen t atmosphere.
The petition  was explained to us in  the mess ha ll. In  generalj i t  was in  J apanese 

and is  very d i f f icu l t to translate properly  - i t  states that the poor boys have been 
kept in  the stockade a long time and we would lik e them released. I f  they should die 
i t  w i l l  be on our conscience. I f  the colony would get together and petition  Mr. Best 
to hone them released3 people would be gra tefu l.

I  couldn't find  out who wrote i t .  So when I  got this  statement from Mr. Bests 
I  asked a man to d eliver th is  message to the w riter. They may stop i t  or they may 

carry i t  through.
Some people have told  me that Mr. Best cannot be relied  upon. But I  told  them 

i t  a l l  depends on how we look at that person. I  d on't believe in  high pressuring 

a man i f  you can avoid i t .

/ I  asked Mr. K u rihara what he had meant in  our l a s t  ta lk  by the term "dogs

in  the stock ade."/
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So fa r I  didn’ t want to be an informer. I  didn’t  want to be ca lled  a dog. But 
i f  anybody is  serious ly hurt or k il led  (  why should I  hesitate? My conscience te l ls  
me as long as I  sh ield  him (Wakayama) I ’m responsible to the public. As long as he’s 
at large he’l l  continue. But as long as he doesn’t do i t 3 I  won’ t say a thing.

I ’ve vis ited  many people. The majority are considering. They’re a fra id  some�
thing w ill  happen. Those who have a mind o f  th eir own3 they won’t sign. Only one man 
(with  a mind o f h is  own) has told  me he had signed i t .

Another thing I ’ve heard from a most prominent person (in  thé pressu re group) , 
he stated that they had a number of k i l lers  among thems elves Why  does he say that?

Today Wakayama is  not respected in his block. The people ore waking up to the 
fa cts . They are not dumb. They see things. Of course3 bhere are a few who are s t i l l  
behind him. Even his wife has said that she wants to move away from that block.

(K u rihara has repeated ly im plied  th at Wakayama i s  a cr im in al. But he never  says 

anyth ing s p ec i fi c .  Did Wakayama do something du ring th e Manzanar r i o t  o f 1942 th at 

K u rihara has revealed  to no one? Or was he in volved  in  i l l e g a l  a c t i v i t i es  when he was 
secretary to the union loc a l  o f J apanese fishermen at Terminal Island? W ell, K u rihara 

t e l l s  on ly what he feel s  l i k e t e l l i n g ,  so I  s h a l l  p ick  up the p ieces as th ey f a l l . )

TALK WITH TWO NISE I GIRLS 8  K imi Hashimoto

My two N isei  fr ien d s  paid  a s ick  c a l l  on me today. N eith er  had even heard o f the 
p et i t ion .

Manzanar:

K imi to ld  me :

People blame Manzanar when anything happens. Every l i t t l e  beating and everything 3 
they blame on Manzanar.

�� � L ater  I  heard from another person th at the man who made th is  statement was Mr.

Tsuda, a young Buddhist p r ies t ,  who had played a prominent r o le in  the organ iza�

tion  o f the Sokoku Kenkyu Seinen8dan ŷ
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�1 ivT■ .hor8��tb nurse my cold, t̂(ory, an old Giian fr isnd,

found me at hone* asSlV/ s bad a long and depre ssfftt oha t about the ~ ' rrj.i.... 

present state of things. The fi r s t  words out of Gary’ s mouth 8sera,

"Wel l ,y are they going to kick us outV i  said that I  thought that that 

was their eventual intention altnough they users go'ng tc try to sugar 

ooat the process by bringing a relocation group hare. nWhat good w i l l  /  

that do, when the people don’ t wr,nt to get out,” said Klary. nA lot 

of them would rather go to Santa Fo ." Her mother, she ¿aid, says that 

segregation ŵ s a)d ir ty tr iok j  bring tbsm here with so much trouble and 

now i t  doesn’ t mean a thing. £:any people, she said, hope that by 

renouncing citizensh ip, they w i l l  be allowed to stay here, but they’ re 

not sure. WKA should t e l l  them about th is.
V

Moreover, WRA ohould to l l  them out and out that they r< oi ly w in  

have to get out. This way, wve rything .is so vague, people keep hoping 

against hope, "people are fla t  brokeand what with what they hasr 

about d escrivrnation and shortage of housing and E v e r y t h i n g , i t ’ s 

pretty bsd.n I  remarked that pao le in another centers �.� re probably 

feel in g just as bad and this surprised her bec?use"Tb<sy ought to be 

loyalo Tuls j k̂e is the segregation canp*R H

On thsV headings :,jary said no women had tefc bsen called except by 

m.istales (mistaking gi r ls  name for  boys). Boys of 14 years had been 

called up though, Kcr own brother was given a paper exo \ id ing him from 

the defense commands. She Wondered i f  everyone was going to be called an 

%k®n they vsur £ caHod, v.hat would the .VBA do?

During t re course of the long conversation I  remarked that tbs pc �	 lo 

ought to sua the government for  fcbsir losses. w£»tB said yarv, »That won 

#$ admitting8 t i nt they «ant to get out and £fery noVJ Kof them wj ]i  o8Brit

f v,8• t. « t ii '• v o

She too rr <3 heard t!" r: •S«
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renounce I bai r  ei t i zen sh i p  nil�» be taksn to santa *■«. « f l»» a l 1 „ „  fV(tw. 

want to go,” shs added agai n ,

"H el l , I  gucs3 the best th i ng to do ic s i t  quiet ord what 

she concluded, * *

X betiaVB that tho at t i tu Sss which sha'expressed err caisson to a lores 

par t of  tVw Borcv« * « * i  r esi dents of  the camp. i 'su sp ect ,  h o o ver ,  th« l  the 

i s o great deni  more bi tter ness and anger expressed than I  pi ck up. s 0st 

of nr/ informants no» are too good f r i ends of mips. �  nust tr y t ^ ^ t  

some â HMT f o l k s who don* t know rre 30 ^el l .

We dioussed the att i tude of the f e m r n t o p e o p l e  toward the 

Co�ordinating Conai ttee immediately af ter  i t s  formeti � n . l iary sold that 

the people had suspected them from the very beginning, j u st  os «as w g „ » w
�

at the conference*

I�i, The conference held in late November by members of the Evacuation 

and Resettlement Study J D !
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BRIEF MEETING WITH MR. PDA - TALK WITH NOYES

At 10:00 Mr. Oda arrived and gave me the letters fr om Xawada, president

of the jiBknk*_Hokoku, stating that the boys (frien ds of Oda) had resigned 

from the organization. JtodandBdnmenanlBtbBh sHggaa tmdmbteafcmimmmamfcmtoilmm 

hhiBnBfltBnoBanamaamamBBtnaampmffiotitaiB I immedia tely went to see N0yes,

asking Mr. Oda to wait. I tried to explain the situ ation to Noyes but 

he said that the boys didn't have a chance in the w orld. He repeated that 

renunciation in itself is an overt act of hostility  against the H. S. 

government. Then he told me that he himself had sta rted the rumor that 

all rentncees K  might be interned in Santa Fe. He had hoped that t his would 

stop the flood of renunciations or get people to ca ncel them. If these 

bpys would cancel their reounications they would be  tmhmmmfetobh taken off

the list immediately.

I returned to my barrack room and gxnenrinnndda tol d Mr. Oda what 

Noyes had said. Since it was lunchtime, we arranged  to meet and

talk again this afternoon. Mr. Oda gate me the foll owing letter:

H
*
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SA rK wITk  TO r i í̂T i  1 R VC *Avu*8

These t8c 'fi r I s  inver nobly eel ] on re when the confusion in osmp 

reaoh9s a high point, since they wont to find out whet is eotnsr to be 

done b/  the fcd rtinistret ion. Between fencing with the ir questions, I
c * j r  _______
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publísó.d ye s te r doy y. ¡■y tnis morning. The  ̂ also featured

me that some of the J oshi8dPn .sere very tough end very act i ve.  They want

to be put in another center with their  brothers a rd husbands, she said.

Both gi l l s  asked 1 *8 sever«! t i r es  i f  l i tre* i f  the Kokoku and 4sb i 8 dsn
/  8888888888 8>888888888888 888

people flight not be taken out of tere end put in another center sons day.

Both agreed th n  the big pick  up of tiEO ran wss tha most i m p l a n t  factor

in Upsetting the oerr end that i f  the exclusion order bad not been l i fted

not near :y so rony pso*ie would 'have j*e mocuced t ! ?¿r c i t i,r* r>shiD
EiHi | ,ns enounced her ci t i zen sh ip.  They also asked *t«n  V «V  woúv» � �
told i f  their rorunclat •8na ^  w»8  .. T Ĵ l T . ?  � � /��T
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that th i s cifjjiy not be cTfens• They al so «anted to kto* «hat would 

happen to people who had hot renounced thsi r  ci t i zensh i p*

TAIJC T#TH KORIKIKO T0I3JHA�3A

New g of flon�reunit I n? of F ami l ies

�dan � �	� 
)%

surpr i se then at e l l

�� ,%
■When the Army put ur the me t i cs of Us Hoshl �dan not renuni t i n?,

� the Htfsh 1�dan thought i t  wv � j ust n b l u f f * f'

P ubl i shing o? "r epulat ions11

G W el l , of  course, everybody took i t  os a matter of cour se, I
/ hope the pol i ce w i l l  ar r est  the leaders

¡ K
� I vms wondering why the A dr .i r . i str ct-on di dn 't  put out a n ot i ce^ 0
{ I  rather  thought i t  was e t r i ck  to make th« capp resi dents do so ms thine 
1 which the K̂dminictrotion doesn’ t wish, The administrati on has absolute 

I power over the camp. They have the U . ,S ,  Army behind them. They can 

1 do anythin? they p l ease. Why don't they put a stoe� to i t?  They simply 
ask them, “please , don't do it,11

Simi l ar i ty of comp Psychology

The. J apanese think the same in a l l  the comps, especi al l y the 
Tssei© They have the sar,;e f eel i n gs .  Only those in other camps have 

property or thei r  sons are dr af ted. T hat’ s why they raouldn* t corns ( to 
Tu is I s kD ) • ~~

( I  don’ t think anything w i l l  happen here in the next two weeks*

Bugle Blowing

I  her.rd n lot of the young kid a blowing bugles thi s morning«. 
But they were r r t  blowing them in�Ward V i l i ,  I  heard some say to 

� � blow then mere than ever , hut most soy, � I t 1 s no u s e T h e  leader 
behind the scene here in 3*snxonsr told me they wouldn’ t bio« aernin, 

\ \  Tho t � ��� ye ate r d o � eve ning •

�

I ’m working at the Soci al  A sl f r r e now. There ore soff many yourrg 
Ridowe (H okoap  coming in for  a i d .  The r eal  responsible people ors

81i  11 l ef t  in camp

(V.hen f t o l d �L� what had h&ppcrd to Taonibana, he sai d, He belongs
1

\ f X tu Iked for  tuo figura v< iti ; Tac V. iba us, after  I  was struck* A
1 \ \ few days af ter  I  was struck I  heard a rumor that those who
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