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Plans of the War EeXocation Axithority for the closing of the Jerome Relocar- 
•fcion Center near Jerome, Arkansas, were announced today "by Secretary of the Inte- 
rior Harold L. Xckes%

The Jerome Center, one of the two in the Mississippi Delta region of Arkansas 
where persons of Japanese descent evacuated from the Pacific Coast axe living, 
will be closed in June^

Econon^y of* operation dictated thQ move :<to close the center, the Secretary
said, as the 92,000 people remaining in WBA. centers can be cared for more economi­
cally in nine centers than in ten,

,fXt has been the intention to close a center as soon as the relocation pro­
gram progressed far enough to make space available in other centers to accommodate 
the people who will have to he moved ,*1 he said. f,The 18,000 persons who have left 
the centers under the relocation program now make it possible to absorb the resi­
dents of one of the centers without undue crowding.tt

Secretary Xckes pointed out that the Jerome Center was the last to "be estab-
lished, so development of physical facilities had not progressed as far as at some'
of the others; its population 6 , ^ k  as of February X, is one of the smallest; and
existence of the Eohwer ReXocation center only 35' miies away with a capacity of

nearly 2,000 additional persons d,s a result of relocation, ^puld reduce the total 
amount of transportation involved arid, minimiize the difficulties of moving*

The relocation program from Jerome as from the eight other relocation centers 
will be continued during the spring months and residents will "be given all possible 
assistance in finding opportunities to reestablish themselves in communities out­
side the evapuated zone. The Jerome residents who have not relocated as individ­
uals or families before the first of June, according to Secretary Ickes, will be 
moved to other relocation centers, including Eohwer, located nearlDy; Granada, in 
Colorado; Heart Mountain, in Wyoming; and possibly others if more space is needed*

[0ie Jerome Relocation Center was opened in October, 19^2, and at the peak of
i*ts population was the temporary home for 8,072 persons of Japanese descent. Under
the relocation program of the W A , 1,518 persons have left the center.

(over)
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Evacuee residents of the Jercane center, under W A  guidance, have carried on 
many different types of activity in sox effort to make the community as near self-r- 
sufficient as possible. During the 19^3 fanning season, according to Project 
Director E. B, Whitaker, they produced vegetables and other food crops on 718 acre? 
of land, harvesting a total of 1,170,56^ pounds of crops; shipped 15j..〇〇〇 pounds of 
c o m  and sweet potatoes to other centers; cleared 200 acreざ of new laud and several 
hundred acres more of partially cleared land, and slaughtered head of hogs
raised from feeders, for their own use. lii the seven months period between July 
of last year and February X of this year, they have produced 281,900 board feet of 
XumlDer and cut 6,006 cords of firewood# •

k 翁 、
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• Four hundred and t"wo Japanese Mericans--the first group to "be drafted into 
tha Army since Pearl H a r b o r h a v e  reported from ten western Eelocation Centers to 
take their pre-induction phj^sical examinations, it was aimouaced today 'by Secre­
tary of the Interior Harold L. Ickes. Several thousand others at the centers are 
awaitirjg their calls» he said* ■

n!Ehe War Department annoimged Jan. 21 that Selective Service procedures 
would "be applicable to American citizens of Japanese descent,u Dillon S. J^rer, di~ 
rector of War Relocation iuthority, reported to Secretary Xckes*.

î2hat decision was made on tihe excellent showing of two units of Japanese 
imericans — a combat team of volimteers that has be抑  in training for several 
months, and the 100th infantry "battalion, a former unit of the Hawaiian National 
Guard ilaat; has seen active combat as pari of ttie H f t h  irmy in Italy,

Seven of the nisei called refused to report for physical examination, Mr, Myej 
reported, and the War Eelocation Authority collaborated with local Selective Serv­
ice officials and representatives of the Department of Justice in apprehending the 
delinquents*
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J^proxiroately one-fifth of the 112*000 people of Japanese ancestry evacu­
ated from the ¥est Coast to relocation centers two years ago are now living and 
supporting themselves outside the centers, according to a report of the War Ke- 
location Authority to Secretary of the Interior Harold L,lekes.

The report, made public on the eve of th^ second anniversary of Vi/EA, states 
that irore than 19,000 of the evacuees, including women and children, have l)een 
granted indefinite leave to establish homes in comminities scattered, from the 
eastern boundary of t]ae exclusion area to the Atlantic coast* Between 2,000 and
3.000 others are on seasonal-leave, mainly as farm workers» it was announced.

Of the enployaible men, more are engaged in the agricultm,al jo"b of contri­
buting to the Nation's food supply than in any other oqcupation, WRA Director 
Dillon—S, % e r  reported. Many others are helping to relieve manpower shortages 
in factories, shops, and offices, aad a considerable number have volunteered for 
service in the United States Army, Selective Service induct ions are now increas­
ing "the nuniber in the Anted forces.

In releasing the report Secretary 丄ekes e^plainedL that it is a policy of 
the War Belocgition Authority, which is a civilian agency now m d e r  the Department 
of the Interior, to encourage t̂ ie evacuees 1p〇 scatter over wide areas, and to 
avoid congregating in colonies. The purpose of the policy is to stimulate their 
integration into the normal social and econoniic life of the commanities -where 
they relocate.

As a result of the relocation progreon, Secretary xckes pointed out, people 
of Japanese descent formerly lived in a con^aratively narrow strip along the 
Pacific^Coast are now spread out clear across the remainder of the country.
About 7,000 of these former West Coast residents have relocated in the Eocky 
Mountain states, with Utah and Colorado receiving tî e largest nunibers. More than
12.000 have sou或 it homeiiii states farther east, particularly in the Groat Lakes 
region. Illinois, Ohio, and Michigan, in the or(i6i, named have favorite 
middle-western states for relocation. The most popular city is Chicagp, v^iere 
more than 3,500 are iaow living,- Other cities viiere considerable numbers have re­
located, according to the VJEA. recordgf sqre: Denver, 1083; Salt lake City, 7^0; 
Cleveland, 787; Detroit, 531; Mirqieep〇lis» ^6 -̂; $Iew York City, U〇6； Washingtoii,
D. C . , 150; Washington Metropolitan Area, 200.

•(over)



"A fact 七hat has been widely overlc30ked .by..the country at large，H the Seere一.. 
tary said, nis -that these people are mainly American citizens, entitled to the 
rights specifically guaranteed to all American citizens in "the 14-t-h Aruendment to 
the Constitution, Fully two*thirds of them, were b o m  in America, and 72 per cent 
of these native-born Americans have never seen Jdpan* They have lived their lives 
in America, going to American schools, playing with other Americans, working with 
other Americans, and planning their lives ahead vd.th no other thought than to, re­
main Americans to the end of their days• Most of "the relocators to date haie been 
Americans citizens, Both the. citizens and the aliens have been carefully screened^ 
and only those v;ho are Xoyal citizens or law-abiding aliens are receiving perinis-
sion to. relocate.n : . .

■ • > ■* •

S^cre'tary Ickes emphasized the- fact "that- thousands of American boys of Japa- 
nese ancestry are figlrbing for the'United State—s i.n .Italy a.p.d other parts of the 
world.， uIn Italy.n he said, "an Army battalion composed almost entirely .of Ameri­
cans'of Japanese descent has distinguI'S'hed itself• iri； valiant fighting. Ihis batta­
lion has suffered casualties Amounting to raore than-.4,0-uer cent of the .entire 
personnel".-"One \Distingui-shed 3erv5.<；s；'Cross .and thirteen .Silver Stars have be^n be­
stowed on '"raembers of the unit for gallantry xp- actiorij and 5S, or more.,. Purple 
Hearts have b'een awarded to

* M ； • . . ；»
uThe job of the War Relocation Authority, 11 H r .； Ickes said, nis to provide 

shelter* 多 nd_' subsis 七 enee, in t'h'e relocation centers, for the people-of Japanese, an­
cestry evacuated, from the, Wさ St .Coast urtlSil they, are ablQ t〇-find new homes in 
other parts of the country outside the exclusion area* . It ^as the responsibility 
of protecting'them 孟|1 the rigHts to which- 'they are legally；and decently entitled, 
and of helping thera to find opportunities for，resettlement. 、It ..has. never beei) the 
intention.of the Government to hold them in the relocartion centers longer than was 
needed to segr^gatfe those-wdiose sympa=thies,lay with Japan fr̂ om those whose sym­
pathies lay with ' th$' United* St'ates- to mak'6* arrangements' for the resettlement 
of those who are' elig'ib3,e for Teav%;u，' •— '•> /■ . •：

All adults vvno ltave: obtained-l^aye from the .centers, or, who are eligible for 
丄eave,; have been 'thoroughly examined on matters that migiit have a、bearing on .their 
..loyalties  ̂ the. report stated. Among the topics covered by the examination are edu­
cation, former einploymeiTt,% 'Japan, re 丄atives い in'.Japan, /investments in
Japan,, and social and religious- affiliations, ;Tlae re€〇rds of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigati.on and other î ielligeivGfe'' agencieis-.haYe -be,en -check-ed for any infor­
mation that rfiight appear in theiri-Regarding the pedpte-whose eligibilit^r for leave' 
was receiving attention, /Tiieir conduct in the centers :has a；lso-,.boen considered*

P.N, 69A70 2
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT 0? THE INTERIOR 

Washington

. March 2̂4-, 19^^

/ORDER N O . 1936

Subject： Provisions applicable to the War Belocation Authority in the 
exercise of delegated authority.

In performing the functions delegated to him in Order N o . 1922, the 
Director of the War Eelocation Authority shall observe the following provi­
sions :

1 .  After June >̂0, 19^^ «-ll budget and finance transactions shall be 
handled by the War Relocation Authority in acccrddnce with the provisions of 
Order N o . 1920. For the remainder of the fiscal year 19*^^ the ¥sr Eelocation 
Authority is authorized to utilize the facilities of the Divipion of Central 
Administrative Services, Office for Emergency Management, in the maintenance 
of accounts and the provision of other financial services now being furnished 
to the War Relocation Authority,

2. (a) All personnel actions taken "by the Director of the War Relocation 
Authority, or his designated representative in Washington or in the field ser­
vice , shall "be consistent with the personnel standards and policies of the 
Department of the Interior.

(b) Transfers of official station and the shipment, at government 
expense, of house]101d good日 incident to such transfers shall "be approved in 
advance "by the Secretary of'the Interior.

(c) Personnel actions, including the allocation of vacencies, involve 
ing positions in Grades CAF-12 and P-5 and above, and all positions not sub­
ject to Civil Service laws, shall be submitted to the Secretary for prior 
approval.

(d) Requests for draft deferment for War Relocation Authority employees 
shall "be submitted, for review by the Committee on Deferment of Government 
Employees of the Department.

(台) Wage rate schedules for hourly rate employees shall be submit- 
ed for approval by the Secretary.

(f) Personnel reports to the Bureau of the Budget, the Civil Service 
Cominission, and other agencies outside the Department of the Interior, shall 
Id© submitted "by the War Belocation Authority to the Office cf the Secretary 
for inclusion in Departmental reports.

C—1 1 5 6  P 3  n o b u
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3.  ̂The facilities of the Departmental Purchasing Office are available 
to the '̂ar Relocation Authority, and shall be util zed whenever practicable 
by tae 'Jar iielocation Authority. The provisions of Secretary! s Order No, 
14-23, prescribing limitations upon the contracting aithority delegated to 
bureau heads, shall not, until further order, apply to the operations of the 
War Icelocation Authority.

Until July 1 , the War iCclocation Authority is authorized to 
procure office supplies and arrange for space, commurucaticns and other ser­
vices through the Office for litaergency Management^ but shall investigate as 
soon as possible the practicability of securing from Department of the 
Interior sources those administrative services for which reimbursement is 
now being made by the War Relocation Authority to the Office for Emergency 
Management. After June 3〇,194-^j the War Relocation Authority shall make 
provision for the administrative services required by the staff of the 
Authority.

Policies and programs dealing with issuance of information to the 
public shall be approved by the DepartmentT s Division of Information before 
they are put into effect. News releases from the national office of the War 
Relocation Authority shall be approved by the Division of Information before 
issuance and shall be released, through t-he Division' of Inf'orma'tion.

/s/ Abe Fortes
Acting Seerしtary of the Interior

C - l l e a  P5 n o b u
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Japanese American fanners, evacuated two years ago from their West Coasir Homes 
into WHA relocation centers, have converted 3.0,000 acres of fonfi^rly^i^Ie^iand into 
productive gardens5 and are now producing practically all the vegetables needed by 
the 90,000 people residing in the centers, it was reported today by WRA Director 
Dillon S. iiyer to Secretary of the Interior Harold !<• I ekes.

Forty-one million pounds of vegetables ivere produced in the ten centers in 
19厶35 Secretary Iekes said. In addition, the evacuees produced about 1,000^000 
pounds of dressed pork, and the production of hogs has been developed sufficiently 
to meet virtually all the pork requirements of the centers, About half of the beef 
requirements are supplied by four centers which have herds of beef cattle. Seven 
centers, engaged in raising poultry, are producing a high percentage of the eggs 
needea to feed the evacuee population*

’’The purpose of the production program at the relocation centers,n Secretary 
Ickes explained, nis to supply as much as possible of the food required to feed the 
people living in them. The farmers in the centers do not compete with farmers out­
side by selling on the open market. At the same time, thousands of other evacuee 
farmers have left the relocation centers to work on farms in rural communities 
scattered fi-om the Sierra Nevada fountains to the Atlantic Coast. These farmers, 
as well as the thousands of Japanese American workers who are helping to relieve 
manpower shortages in other industries, have all been carefully screened by the War 
Relocation Authority, Fully two thirds of the evacuees are American citizens• All 
persons whose sympathies lie with Japan, or who might interfere with the war effort^ 
have been denied leave clearance and placed in the Tule Lake center in northern 
California

Two of the ten centers, including Tule Lake, are in California, two in Arizona, 
two in Arkansas, and one each in Utah, Idaho5 Colorado, and looming. The evacuees 
who live in them are provided with food on ths basis of OPA rationing regulations. 
As a further move to conserve food, all the centers observe two meatless days each 
week and, without exception, use substitutes for butter- A cash of 4$ cents
per person per day is allowed for meals^ and food produced at the centers is 
charged against the food allowance*

Most of the land on which the centers are located was publicly owned and not 
in production before the evacuees arrived• Huch of it had to be cleared and . こ. 
leveled. Large acreages had to be drained, especially in Arkansas, to bring the 
land into production, and at several of the sites irrigation systems had to be in­
stalled, or repaired and improved. An additional 2,000 or 3,000 acres are under- 
§oin§ dsv©lopm6Ti*b #
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Secretary of the Interior Harold L# Ickes issued the followirg statement in 
San Francisco today regarding the program of the War Relocation Authority:

”Immedia七ely after the President ， 011 his own motion, transferred the 嫩 r Re~ 
location Authority to the Department of the Interior, we began to study its pol­
icies and administrat ion• X have recognized from the TDeginni]3g the difficulty and 
complexity of the problems^ and X realize that the iranner of their treatment is of 
vital importance, not only to the thousands of Japanese itoericans who are immedi­
ately involved, "but to the i^nerican civilians who are interned by the Japanese and. 
the families of these Ajnericans. The character and reputation of our own democracy 
are also involved.

,fIhe War Relocation Authority viae given an unenviable job. It m s  respon- 
siole for the evacuation of the Japanese Americans from the West Coast. That was 
a military decision. The War ReXocation Authority was given the job of providing 
for the care and welfare of the people who were i^rooted and transferred and of 
arranging for the restoration to, normal life of those among them who are the blame­
less victims of'a war~time program, I think, that there can "be no doubt that the 
program has, in general, "been handled with discretion, humanity and wisdomf W A  
did not persecute these people, and it made no attempt to punish those of a differ­
ent race who were ixot responsible for what has "been happenir^ in the far Pacific. 
[Rie War Relocation Authority — make no mistake a"bout it 一一 has "been criticized 
for not engaging in this sort of a lynching party. Under my jurisdiction, it will 
not "be stampeded into undemocratic, bestialt inhumn action. It will not be con­
verted into an instrument of reverse or racial warfare♦

‘、 • , » _ • 、'**- *

,flIhere is a- place in this m r  for deserved ar.ger and for punishment * I have 
on ma：ny occasions called for the punishment of the war crimimls whether they have 
couimitted their outrages under To jo and the fiendish military caste of Japan, or 
under Hitler. L^t us see that the guilty are made to feel the heavy imnd. of 
justice; but let us not degrade ourselves by injurir^: innocent, defenseless people. 
To do this would "be to lower ourselves to the level of the fanatical INazis and 
Japanese- var lords* Civilization expects jnore from us than from them.

nIn resistir^ the onslaughts of those who would have the War Relocation Au­
thority imitate the savageries of the ruling factions in the nations with which we 
are at war, I am sure that we have the support of virtually all Americans.. I am 
particuXariy grateful to those groups and individuals on the West Coast who have 
"been brave enough and Clnristian enough to speak out against the vindictive, 'blood­
thirsty onslaughts of professional race mongers.

(over)



HA11 of the Japanese Americans who were evacmted-from the West Coast have 
undergone and are undergoing a most intensive investigation. Those concerning whom 
there is any "basis whatever for a suspicion of disloyalty have been sent to .•interfi- 
ment camps or are.beirg segre承 ted at Tule Lake. This segregation process is. 
virtually complete, and the thousands of Japanese Americans who r^nain at the other 
centers are, by all reasonable tests, loyaX Anierican citizens or law-abiding aliens. 
They are entitled to "be treated as such. Those who do not believe in according 
these people the rights and privileges to which they are entitled under' our laws 
do not believe in the Constitution of the United States.

• < ' ' . へ ： * . . ' . ,

"All of us recognize that, in time of war, vie are subject to orders and. re­
straints which would "be intolerable in time of peace* All of us 一  regardless of 
race or religion — are subject to the overriding deriiands of' military 'necessity in 
time of war. No one who is loyal to the United States objects to this. But when 
military necessity does not require it, no one o.f ias who is an American citizen or 
a loyal alien can be deprived of his rights under the law* I bexieve that the 
only justifiable reason for confinement of a citizen in a democratic nation is the 
evidence that the individual might.endanger the mrtime'security of the nation.

'•The major emphasis in War Relocation. Authority operations - is now on restoring 
the people of all l/v'EA centers except Tule lake as rapidly as possible to private 
life. Over 20,000 people have already left the ceriters to make new homes and. en­
gage in new jobs in hundreds of communities stretched all of the way from Spokane, 
他 shirgton, to Boston, Massachusetts. ,These relocated, evacuees are establishing 
themselves in cities and oia farms and many'have indicated, that they plan to remain 
in their new locations (iaring the postwar period. Thus the relocation prc^ram is 
contributing to a more widespread dispersal of Japanese Mericans throughout the 
country.

"We must all fece the problem —of the ev改 Ltual status and treatment of fchose 
itoericans of1 Japanese descjent who were taken from their -homes and transported to 
evacuation camps. Most of then, after a thorough investigation, the. doubts "beirg 
resolved in favor ox" s^regating them, have been proved to be loyal and devoted to 
this lotion. It is intolerable to think that these people will be excluded from a 
norraal life in this country for long. It is intolerable'to think that merely "be­
cause they resided on the West Coast? -t in California, or Washington, or Oregon -- 
they must be wards of the Government for one moment loiter than the necessities of 
m r  require. I know of no virus in these three States which has infected them so 
that -they must be treated differently than, the Japanese Americans who resiae in 
other States. And it is intolerable to t^iink that decent people would surest that 
this Nation would for a moment consider pending loyal Americans of Japanese descent 
to a land which most of them have never seen and in which most of them have no 
interest, .

nTo a largQ extent this is a local problem. It is a problem oif you people in 
California, in Washirgton and in Or^gonf I hope that the clamor of those few among 
you who are screaming.that this situation should be resolved on the basis of 
prejudice and iiate will soon "bê  oyerwhelmed Dy the sterm remonstrances of those 
among you — an overwhelming majority -r- ^ho "believe in fair play and decency, 
Christianity, in the principles of America, in the Constitution of the United 
States,1*

P, N* 70163 2
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Secretary of the Interior Harold L. Ickes issued the following statement in 
San Fr^icisco today regarding the program of the War Relocation Authority：

"Immediately after the President, on his own motion, transferred the War Re­
location Authority to the Department of the Interior, ve iDegan to study its pol­
icies and administration. I have recognized from the "beginning the difficulty and 

, complexity of ths proolems， and エ realize tiiat the manner of their treatmeirfc is of 
v i t a l 11iipcrt8.noe, net only to the thousands of Japanese Americans who are immedi- 
'ately involved, but to the American civilians who are interned by the Japanese and 
"the families of these Americans. The character and reputation of our own democracy 
are also involved.

"The War Relocation Authority was given an unenviable jo"b. It vas not respon- 
silDle for the evacuation of the Japanese Americans from the West Coast. That was 
a military decision^ The War Relocation Authority was given the job of providing 
for the care and welfare of the people who were uprooted and transferred and of 
arranging for the restoration to :；〇rj〇ial life of those aiD.ong them who are the "blame­
less victims of a war-tiiLe program. . エ that t.liere can，"be no dou—bt that "the
program has, in general^ oaen iiandled with disci'etiono humamty and wisdom. WRA 
did not persecute these people^ and it made no attempt tc punish those of a differ-
ent race who V6re not respcxQsii)丄e for what has "been happening in the far P a cific,
The War Relocation Authority -- make no mistake a"bout it -- has been criticized
for not engagin弓 in this sort of a lynching party. Under my jurisdiction, it will 
not "be stampeded into undemocratic, iDestial^ inhuman a c t i o n . エt will not be con­
certed into an instrument of revenge or racial warfare.

There is a place in this war for deserved anger and.for punishment. I• have 
on many occasions called for the punishment of the war criminals whether they have 
committed their outrages under Tojo and the fiendish military case of Japan_, or 
under Hitler. Le*t us see "that* "the guilty are made "bo f*eel "the heavy hand of

justice; "birt let us not degrade ourselves "by injuring innocent, defenseless people. 
To do this would-be to lower ourselves to the level of the fanatical Nazis and 
Japanese var lords. Civilization expects 1110re from us than from them.

”In re日isting the onslaughts of those who would have the War Eelocation Au- 
"bhority imi'ta'te the savageries pf the ruling factions in the nations with which ve
are at war, ェ am sure that we have the support of v ir tu a lly  a l l  Americans. ェ am
particularly grateful t.〇 those groups and individuals on the West Coast who have 
"boen "brave enough and Christian enough to speak out against the vindictive^ "blood­
thirsty onslaughts of professional race mongers.

(over)



"All of the Japanese Americans who were evacuated.from the West Coast have 
undergone and are undergoing Aost. intetisive ■liives'Cigation. Those concerning whom 
there is any "basis whatever for a suspicion of disloyalty have "been sent to intern­
ment camps or are "being segregated at Tule Lake. This segregation process is 
virtually complete, and the thousands of Japanese Americans who remain at the other 
centers are, "by all reasonable tests, loyal American citizens or law-aMding aliens. 
They are entitled to "be treated as such. Those who do not "believe in according 
these people- the rights arid privileges to which they are entitled,under our laws 
do not "believe in the Constitution of the United States.

"All of us recognize that, in time of war, we are subject to orders and re­
straits which would "be intolerable in time of peace. All of us — regardless of 
race or religion -- are subject to the overriding demands of military necessity in 
time of war. No one who is loyal to the United States olDjects to this. But when 
military necessity does not require it, no one of us vho is an American citizen or 
a loyal alien can "be deprived of his rights under the law. I "believe that the 
only justifiable reason for confinement of a citizen in a democratic nation is the 
evidence that the individual might endanger the wartime security of the nation.

"The major emphasis in War Relocation Authority operations is now on restoring 
the people of all WRA centers.except Tule .Lake as rapidly as possible to private 
life•. Over 20,000 people have already left the centers to make new .]10mes and en- 
gage in new jo"bs in hundreds of communities stretched all of the way from Spokane, 
Washington to Boston, Massachusetts. These relocated evacuees are establishing 
themselves in cities and on farms and many have indicated that they plan to remain 
in their new locations during the post-war period. Thus the relocation program is 
contributing to a more.widespread dispersal of Japanese Americans throughout the 
country.

"We must all face the problem of the eventual status and treatment of those 
Americans of Japanese descent who were taken from their homes. ayicL transported to 
evacuation camps. Most of them, after a thorough investigation, the dou"bts "being 
resolved in favor of segregating them^ have "been proved to "be loyal and devoted to 
this Nation. It is. intoleratile to think that these people wil; "be excluded from a 
normal life in this country for long. It .is int.oleralDle to think that merely "be­
cause they resided on the West Coast’ -- in California, or Washington, or Oregon -- 
they must "be wards of the Government for one moment longer than the necessities of 
war require. I know of. no virus .’in these three States wjhich has infected "them 80 
that they must iDe treated differently than the Japanese Americans "who reside in 
other States. And it is intolerable to think that decent people vrould suggest that 
this Nation would for a moment consider sending loyal Americans of Japanese descent 
to a land which most of them have never seen and in which most of them have no 
interest. •

"To a large extent this is a local problem. It is a problem of you people in 
California, in Washington and in O r e g o n . エ 110pe that "the clamor of tl10se few among 
you who are screaming that this situation should "be resolved on the "basis of 
prejudice and hate will soon "be overwhelmed "by the stern remonstrances of those 
among you - - a n  overwhelming majority -- who "beliove in fair play and aecency, 
Christianity, in the principles of America, in the Constitution of the United 
States.n ,
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Statement by Secretary of the Interior, Harold L. Ickes.

，，I interested myself for two reasons in the location of 

seven United States citizens who are of Japanese ancestry on my 

farm a七 01ney, Maryland, and on the farm of a neighbor. The first 

reason is that I believe we should do all that we can ix) ease the 

burden that the war has placed upon this particular group of our 

fellow citizens. I do not like the idea of loyal citizens, no 

matter of what race or color, being kept in relocation centers any 

longer than ne^d be. The second reason is that these citizens 

have a background of farming in California and we need competent 

farm help badly. The individuals involved compose family groups. 

They have been investigated not only in the usual manner by the 

F.B.I” Military Intelligence，and others, but also have been 

observed by an agency over 7fhich I liave jurisdiction, the Indian 

Service^ since they have been for eight months at Poston on the 

Colorado River, I have had excellent reports on them

A p r i l 14,1943.
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Plans of the War ilelocation Authority to reopen the Leupp Center near Winslow, 
Arizoiia about May were annoionced today "by Secretary of the Interior Harold ii* 
Ickes* The I»eupp Center is "being reopened to take care of those evacuees of 
Japanese ancestry who have been agitator日 or trouHemaker日 at the Tule Lake Segre- 
gation Center in northern California. It will be operated under administration 
of % d e  Lake Project Erector Bay H. Best,

approximately 100 man, the majority of them Merican citizens, who were ar­
rested after taking part in a distiirlDance at the Tule I»ake center last November U, 
will be sent to Levipp, Since the November digtiartance they have been confined in 
a stockade in the Tule Lake center. Some of the aliens who took part in the in­
cident have been transferred to internment camps for enemy aliens, imder jurisdic­
tion of the Department of Justice^

©ie Leupp cei^ter v̂ .s opened as an isolation "unit under War Relocation 
Authority on April 2 7 ,19^3» and wa^ closed on December 2, when its inmates were 
transferred to the Tule Lake Center, vihich had meanwhile iecome the segregation 
center for persons whose loyalties were with Japan rather than with the United 
States.

J!he supervising officer of the Leupp center will be desigmted "by R, R. Best, 
project director of the Tule Lake center, viio was the director of Leupp center 
before *being apppijited to his present position^
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.The following statement by Secretary of the Interior Harold Xj. Ickes was made 

public, today in connection with the relocation of Japanese American citizens.and. 

friendly law-abiding aliens of Japanese descent from W A  centers in the west ,to 

locations in the. middle west and east.: ,

'Within the past two weeks the American people have heard three high public 
officials givir]g voice to opinions that seam ominously out of tune in a nation 
that is fighting for the principles of democracy and freedom^

• v I ：.y ' ■ -'S' _ '.i . ，r -v：1■ ' ', '： .• t へ.：■ ノ .：ン ' ‘；ベ、 ベへ：.
First the '3-overnor of New Jersey, then the G-overnor of Ohio, and now, of all 

■people — the Mayor of New York City, have expressed a "belief that jtoerican citizens 
of. Japanese ancestry and law-abiding Japanese aliens are not entitled to the same 
privileges as non-Japanese and should Ide accorded special treatment.

This is a strange fife and drum corps to be playing the discordant anthem of 
racial discrimination. Stranger by. far than fiction, The iMayor of New York City, 
who has fought long and vigorously for racial equality and justice, carrying the 
flag,, must be shocked and disturbed .to find the drummer Tsoy from New Jerssey on his 
leit-and. the fifer from Ohio flanking him on the right. I cannot but believe that 
he has joined this cqirpany througla accident and misianderstanding ra.t-h.er than by 
deliberate choice,

• •. I'feyor LaG-uardia has protested against .the. ；relocation of Iversons of Japanese 
• ai;ce$try in Hew York Cit-yt apparently on the .theory that these people are dangerous 

and subversive. Actually tlaei'e „bas riot been one proven _ca.se of sabotage on the 
r 'paf t of a Japanese .American since 'the war began not even in Jfevaii, The people 
.-who are "beir^ relocated froni War Helocation Authority centers have "been pains­

takingly checked and found, on the I'basis of their records., to be loyal iijnerican 
. citizens or law-abidir^ ： aliens, j^proximately BOO of these people are now living
. in Nev; York City. , To €he best of my.knowledge, they have not caused the slightest

trouble and I am sure they have-no intention of doirg'so* Thus- I can see no basis 
for the Mayor's fqars or for his protests* I -can only say -that neither Governor 
Bricker nor Governor Sdge is the type of "bedfellow that he ordinarily choosey, nor 
the type of thinkii^g that most of us expect from I'feyor Ija：3-uardia.

(over)



The G-overnor of Ohio, the Honorable Jolin ¥* Bricker, is guilty n6t only of 
prejudice but of disregard of the facts. In trying 七o further Presidential 
aspirations before a Los. Angeles audience last week, Governor Bricker e^ressed. 
the opinion that after''the' m r  each West Coast community should determine for it­
self whether the people of Japanese ancestry should be permitted to return to their 
former homes* He also charged, the War Relocation Authority of the Department of 
the Interior with releasing disloyal persons and cited as sviderice the cases of 
28 Japanese i^nerican soldiers who recently refused to take conibat training.

In accusing WEA of releasing men who later nianifested disloyalty in .uniform*
the 3-overnor d.idn, t know what he was talkiiag about ? As it happens, all 28 of the 
men involved, in this incident were inducted into the Army before the West Coast 
evacuation and have thus never been under jurisdiction of the War Relocation 
Authority. But when the G-overnor told a group of Californians that they were 
wholly justified in preventing an American citizen from returning to his home, his 
farm, or his business because they don*t like his cornplexion or his grandfather, 
the aovernor deliberately kicked the Constitution in the teeth.

X hold no "brief for the G-overnor of ¥ew Jersey, the Honorable Walter S, Edge：,，

who was. the first of this triumvirate to .express his racial-tinged opinions, In
talking to a group of farmers \^o bad succeeded in drivir^ five thoroughly investi­
gated and law-abidiing Japanese workers from a neighbor's- farm, G-overnor Edge told, 
the protesting group, MI gueps I don*t "blame you.1* Prior to the Governor^ state­
ment , the farmer had contemplated hirir^ ： the Japanese workers had received 
anonymous telephone calls, had been threatened with violence, and. finally*-had had 
one of the "Buildings on his property destroyed by fire. If Governor Edge can 
condone this sort of lawlessness and violence in his State and still hold his head
up in the company of democratic men, then to him the Constitution is nothing *put
a dust rag.

As I pointed out in a recent statement in San Francisco^, the- relocation； of 
Japanese •Americans to a large extent is a. local problem* It is a problem, of the 
people of California, Oregon, and Washington, where, unfortunately, a few；：preju~ 
diced and v'ocal 'men have created a public clamor that has stirred unnece-ssary 
apprehension and bitterness in other parts of the Ifetion. '■

I have no hesitancy in-saying tlnat an overwhelming majority of the American 
public — firm believers ip. fair play and. the Constitution 一 - hold no .animosity 
against these homeless and blameless victims of a wartime military''decision^ As 
an indication of this, even-in the far West, I should like to call,attention to an 
assembly of more tlian-500,girls froin ten Arizona high schools-who met at Rivera, 
Ariz., on A p r i l 15, Japanese. American school girls' from'the. WBA Gila Bi-ver,
Ariz., project to discuss in a spirit pf tolerance and-^ood will their ,mutual-prob­
lems , To me such a meeting spells any.tb.ii^ T̂ ut racial intolerance. To me it is 
indicative of the way the,,vast majority of our citizens feel,, once they have the 
facts, toward those of Japanese descent, Governors Bricker and 'Edge and Fayor 
La'o-uardia' notwithstanding. Little children shall :lead; t h e m , . '  ..
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PMs of Thursday, April 27,

The following statementf "by Secretary of the Interior Harold lu Ickes m s  made
.■ ,V ハ..... _ . , ' ,

public today in connection with the relocation of Jape.nese American citizens and 

friendly law-abiding aliens of Japanese descent from \WA centers in the west to 

locations in the middle west and east:

'：• • Within the past two weeks the Merican people have heard ttiree high public 
o土工‘icials voice to opinions that seem ominously' or.t c'i tune in a nation
that is fightiiig for the principles, of democracy and freedoriu

First the governor of Nev/ Jersey, then the. Governor of Ohio, and now, of all 
people, the Mayor of Hew York City, have expressed a belief tiiat American citizens 
of Japanese ancestry and law~al)idirg Japanese alierxS are not entitled to the same 
privileges as non-Japanese-.and should "be accorded special treatment.

This is a strar^e fife and drum corps to "be playing the discordant anthem of 
racial discrimination* S.trariger Dy far than fiction. The IVlayor of New York City, 
who has foiJght long and：vigorously for racial• eq^oality'and justice, ：carrying the 
flag, must be shocked, and disturbed to find the dr.ummer-boy from New Jersey on his 
left and the fifer from Ohio flanking him on the right. I cannot "but "believe that 
he has joined'tldis company through accident and' misunderstandir^ rather than "by 
deliberate choice,

Î fe.yor XjaG-uardia has protested against the relocation, of persons o.i Japanese 
ancestry in New York City,• apparently on the theory-that these people are dangerous 
and subversive. Actually there has not "been one-proven ease'of； sabotage on the 
part of a Japanese American since-.the. ivar bfegan not even- in The people
who are iDeiKg relocated from War Relocation Autiioi'ity centers have been pains-- 
takingly checked and found, on the lDasis of their records, to be； loyal American 
citizens or lavz-abidir^ aliens. ■ ApproxinBtely' 800 of these people are now living 
in New York City. To the best of my knowledge, they have not caused, the slightest 
trouble and エ am sur令 they have no intentioii-of doing so,. Tbos I qan. see. no basis 
for the Mayor1 s fears, or for his-protests* •" I' dan only say. that neither Governor 
Ericker nor Governor |3dge is, the type of "bedfellow that'he'ordinarily chooses, nor 
the type of thinking that most of us expect from I'feyor LaJuardia,

(over)



The Governor of'^Chio, the Honorable John W, Bricker, is guilty n6t only of 
prejudice but of disregard of the facts. In trying to further, his Presidential 
aspirations before a Los Angeles audience last week, Governor'； Briefer expressed1' 
the opinion that-after the m r ，e^ch West Coast coinmunity should determine for ；̂t- 
self whether the people of Japanese ancestry should "be permitted to return to/their 
former homes• He also charged the 'Mr Relocation Authority of the Department of 
the Interior with releasing disloyal persons and cited as evidence'the cases of 
28 Japanese American soldiers v»ho recently refused to take combat trainir^ ，

In accusing ¥RA of releasing men who later manifested disloyalty in uniform, 
the 3-overnor didn!t know what tie talking about. As it happens, all 28 of the 
men involved in this incident were inducted into the Arn^ "before the West Coast 
evacuation ̂ and have thus never "been under jurisdiction of the War Relocation 
Authority. But when the G-overnor told a ^roi^ of Californians that they were 

'wholly justified in preventing an Anerican citizen from returning to his home, his 
{farm, or his Easiness because they don11 like his corrplexion or his grandfather, 
the Governor deliberately kicked the Constitution in tho teeth.

I hold no brief for the G-overnor of liew Jerssy, the Eonorable Walter 5, Edge：,,
who was the first of this triumvirate to express his racial-tinged opinions* In
talking to a group of farmers who-had succeeded in drivirg five thoroughly investi­
gated and law-'a'bid.ing Japanese workers from a.nejtghlDorVS'farm, Governor. M g e  told 
the protesting group, nI gueps I don11 "blame youJ* Prior to the (>6ve2；nur' s state­
ment, the farmer bad conterrplated hiring the Japanese workers had received 
anoiiymous telephone calls, -had been threatened, with violen'ce, and finally had. had 
ohe of the buildings on his property destroyed 'bji fire^ If G-ove^nor Edge can 
condone this sort of lawlessness and-violence in his State and s t i l l h i s  head
up in the corapaDy of democratic men, then to him the Constitution is nothiirig but
a dust rag.

As I pointed' out in *a recent statement iii San /ranaised,'the relocation of 
Japanese Americans to a large extent is a locfe.1 problem. It is a problem of the 

- people of California, Oregon, and Washington, where, unfortunately, a few preju- 
diced and. vocal men -have created a public clamor that has stirred unnecessary 

' appreliension and bitterness ̂ in other parts o'f the Nation.'J ‘

I have no hesitancy in saying that an overwhelmiing majority of the American 
 ̂-"public — firin' "belie^^s ih.fair ^la^.and. -the Constitution — hold, no animosity 
•r‘ against these homelざss*，atifblaii:e.!less victims of a wartime military decision. As 

an indication of this,; even in the far -West, I should like to qall attention to an 
assenibiy of inore than . 5 0 0 from t'en .Arizotia high schopls who met at Rivera, 
Ariz.# on A p r i l 1 5 , inth Japanese itoerican school'girls from the WBA Gila> River, 
Ariz*, project to'discuss in ̂  spirit of tolerance,and good will their mutiial prob- 

' ±ems. To me suci; a meeting spell's'azxythir^g but racial intolerance* To me'it is 
•  ̂indicative of the the vast .majority of our citizens feel,,011ce they haye」the 
マ，，ゴacts, toward'those of Japanese, descent, .-Governors pricker and Edge and i^ayQr 

LaG-uardia 'hotmthstandliig, Little children .shall lead： them, • ■；：
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DEPARTMENT OF TBE INTERIOR 
職  KELOCATION AUTHORITY 
201 Sheldon Building
San Francisco, California EELEASE MAY 7 AND THEREAFTER

(In his column in the Pacific Citizen, Salt Lake City, Evacuee Bill 

Hosokawa, now a reporter on the Des Moines Register, tells a story of his 

cousin, Sgt. Ken 0111ura, who died in the Pacific war against Japan. . 0111ura was 

an Alaskan cannery worker^ a meniber of the Alaskan . Cannery Workers Uhion，. Cエ0)«

BY BILL HOSOKAWA

SALT LAKE CITY, May 6--The telegram was short and simple, like most im­

portant messages.

It read: nThe secretary of war asks that ェ assure you of his deep sym­

pathy in the losa of your cousin, Technician Third Grade, Ken 0111ura. Report re­

ceived states that he died nineteen March in New Guinea as a result of drowning. 

Letter f o l l o w s I t  was signed： ftUli〇 the adjutant general.1'

We have not learned yet the circumstances of his death. He may have teen 

swept overboard in.a tropical storm. He might have lDeen torpedoed, although 

tha,t sounds remote. Possibly he was out swimming to escape the heat and aome- 

how lost his life.

In that case it was a tragic, futile death. We say futile, so far aa he 

himself was concerned, because he wanted desperately to see the war won. He 

would not have hesitated to give his life in action if need lDe. But too, he 

wanted to live and come home to the things he waa fighting for.

We write a"bout Ken Omura today not because of "b丄00d kinship. We write "be­

cause Ken was a nisei, and his story is of interest to nisei. W© write be­

cause his reactions, his outlook, his dreams were'so typical of the nisei G-,1. 

Joe. We write "because while many nisei have given their lives on other "battle- 

fronts, Ken was the first te go in the southwest Pacific where the Jap is a

(over)



hateful thing and where the fighting is bestial and primitive.

There' is a certain negative distinction about the first, and we 

write "because it*s the least we can do to remember him.

If it had l)een willed that some nisei had to die in the treacherously 

iDeautiful south Pacific isles, it was just as well that Ken had to "be the one. 

For he lost his mother as a young child, his father a short while "before his 

induction.. He had lost all track of hia sister, and, so far ae we are aware, 

he had no girl with whom to look into the future. We were next of kin.

Ken was a Ki"bei. They took him to Japan soon after his mother died, 

and he didnTt get "back over here until he was a"bout lii. He was a -wizened 

little fellow then, malnourished with the mark of the hungry, crowded little 

islands on him. For a long time he preferred Japanese fiction magazines over 

anything else.

But in time he grew and lost his pallor. He learned to speak English 

and went through high school. He "bacame a TDaselDall player of more than 

ordinary skill. He shunned the Kibei--he wanted to "be American.

The draft took him "before Pearl Harbor, and he thought it great fun 

when he was assigned to an artillery company. He waa ambitious, and he had his 

eyes on advancement.

After Pearl Har"bor he went through the futile anger, then the heartache 

of being held suspect^ of "being refused a chance, an experience so familiar to 

all nisei soldiers. They took M m  out of the artillery and lined him up with 

a half hundred other nisei. They counted off, one-two, one-two.

The evens got hospital detail. The odds were/yard^irds, policing the 

grounds^ .digging drainage ditches, landscaping army posts. That was his jolD,

く..'-. - 乂 .. 〇•.卜 、し..-;」:.、.'…’；Tf,. ，，…ぐ： ..
he didn*"!: like it, and he learned "to Roldbrick, to loaf whenever he could.



But he volunteered for special service, and that was hi日 chance for the 

Japanese tongue was still familiar. Late in 19^+2 he went overseas.

iLaat Christmas Ete Ken got his orders. He -wr̂ ot©: nThe old man called 

a few of us i© to his office, grasped our handa firmly, gkzed into

our almond eyes, dnd aaidi *Good luck. God "bless ybu ail* Do yoUr best, 

gentleinen* * Though puzzled and confused we gave M m  a nappy salute^ re­

turned to Our taskB, and waited in suspense until 1^30 hours, when we were 

informed of our departure time, de日tination unknown

Soon afterward he wrote of spending a moirth on a lenely.south sea island, 

then moving up to New Guinea where he picked up a yellowish tint from having' 

to take atalDrine pills. Everyone ia buzzing about an 18 months overseas 

limitation law. If lucky, I may be home ty next Christmas, *but I fm  not 

counting on it too much , 11

His last letters carried this paragraph;

nI fm enjoying this life. Undoubtedly I will "be having a lot of fun and 

excitement. The Japs definitely are on the r u n , エt may "be much sooner than 

we anticipate before this whole mess is cleared u p , エ may be 日eeing you 

"before long. I Tve got finges crossed.”

The promised war* Department letter has come, "but it has shed no light on 

the circumstance日 of the death. Perhaps there is a letter on its way from one 

of his "buddies, to-tell us of KenTs last struggle. And perhaps we will, never 

know how he died. These are the fortunes of war.

But v© do know that Ken would not have wanted us to mourn. He died, 

whether directly or indirectly, engaged in a war to the finish against, the 

country in which he gained much of his education. He died aa an American sol­

dier, in the defense of no"ble ideala,



-h-

エt is not ea日y to write of death. Death has iDecome almost commonplace 

in a world where sufferin含， cruelty, savagery and hate are now part and par- 

ce丄 of life. But, still, when death strikes close to one, the unchanging 

heartache is still tHere, and the loss of one life among many becomes a 

poignant tragedy Instead of a statistic. ；

Ken left a 'jo1i> unfinished. If he shrank from death, it was more in the 

knowledge that there waa so much left to te done than in the fear of death 

itself,

It is for ua who remain to see that the unfinished tasks are completed. 

It is the least that we can do.

* 务 * * * * * * * *
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WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

ADVANCE RELEASE:
Sunday, Hay 2 8 , 19M*

■Virtually all of the 22,000 Japanoso^Americans who so far have left reloca­
tion centers have been well received in communities in various parts of the United 
States, away from the Pacific Coast, where they hc.ve resinned th'eir noimal place in 
society, the Vfer Reloeat.ion Authority today reported to Secretary of the Interior 
Harold L. Iekes* The report covered case histories of a number of successfully 
relocated people* . •

In traditiona丄 man-bites-dog fashion, it has been the very few exceptdcms 
that have made news, the reports indicate* The business of finding new homes for 
these American citizens of Japanese ancestry, as well as for a few law-abiding 
Japanese aliens, has been proceeding steadily ever since the mass hegira from the 
■Pacific Coast was begun as a military necessity early .in 19^.2.' In fact, some of 
the first ones alroady had moved out into new homos, before the last 'ones had been 
uprooted and sent to-the ,10 relocation centers«

Illinois has proved to be the Mecca for the greatest number of these citizens 
池 ose only crime was having Japanese parents. About 5,00〇 have found homes in 
that state, chiefly in the Chicago area* Approximately half that number are living 
unobtrusively in.Colorado. Utah and Ohio are each h〇5ts to about l,7Q〇, followed 
closely by Michigan. Idaho has received about 1,000, Some states have less than 
100, and a few of those.evacuated have found jobs as far away as.Delhi, India, and 
Keltsoume, Australia.- (A tabulated list of states and cities where evacuees have 
been relocated.is appendedTT

Of ： the thousands who have dropped into other communities without causing an 
economic or social ripple, the case of Frank Shiba is typical. Shiba and, his wife, 
Caroline, had made their home in Fresno, California, where he ran a recreation 
hall before the war. After the evacuation they f o m d  themselves in the Jerome re­
location center in Arkansas. Like the majority of the evacuated people, Frank and 
his wife and their baby daughter, Diane, are ^nerican citizens,

Frank and Caroline, along with all other evacuee residents of relocation cen­
ters, filled out questionnaires prepared by WRA in cooperation with experienced 
intelligence officers. Their names were submitted to the federal intelligence 
agencies and nothing was .shown to indicate that they were anything but loyal 
American citizens. Accordingly, they were granted 11leave clearanceM by the

(over)



Director of the War Relocation Authority# They were free to go to any community, 
outside the excluded West Coast 'ai*ea, whersi- seritiiftifeiit vvas* not unfavorable and where 
jobs were available. ' . • へ .*.，

Frank decided to,-try Clev.qla^d,； m p r e  a vfew dozen evacuees had. preceded him* 
Caroline and little Diane stayed** In ; the •relocation center until Frank could find a 
job and a place for them to live* He wanted a 扣 b #ie:re he could 'feel that !>e’ was 
helping in some direct way to win the war# He found it, as an apprentice on a 
grinding machine at the National Tool Company, Now, months he is a ,
fully qualified operator and is getting the full scale wage. His-wife and baby are 
content in their new home* T h e y m a d e  friends, and with every week the. family’s 
roots are more firmly set in the new coinnumity^

Multiply Frank Shiba's experience by some. 22,000, make allowance for geographic 
variations extending from Spokane to Boston, and for hundreds of occupations, and 
you have the s七ory of the 'people ‘.of »Japane3〇 ’descent, who -formerly, lived in the 
Pacific Coast area and who have relocated to new homes and new communities farther

About 110,000 West Coast residents, all of Japanese： descent,* were poured into 
the hourglass~like system inaugurated the Army and the War Relocation Authority.
The pouring-in process lasted from April to August,1 90* Of the 22,000 who have 
left the centers on indefinite leave to date, most are :Aiti6rican citizens. On the 
average, they represent the young, able-bodied adults,. _echicated. in American, schools, 
speaking English well and Japanese poorly if at all, thinking and acting like other 
Americans*

Life in a relocation center wsis tolerable after you got used to it,, these
people found, but it w asnH what they wanted. single room ， 20 feet square，

served as a home for a family of three or four* A wood^fcuming stove, cots, blan-*
kets and a light bulb were furnished by the Government. The evacuees fashioned
tables and chairs out of crates, boxes, and scrap Xurriber left over from the con«
struction work# Eventually they got 3〇Kie of their own furniture which had followed
them* The comnrimity bath house was' a couple of hundred feet avyay and it served all
the 250 or so residents of the block. Three times a. day, all the residents of the
bloclc passed down the cafeteria line to the mess hall. Housewives couldnlt prepare
meals in .their.own. home, because no cooking facilities were provided* ‘

................... ' へ .， ,................  ̂ ^ ■ .....................  " "  ■ ■ '  %■ .  ̂ ■ ■ .,

Many of the relocated families have babies b o m  in the center hospitals, vdiich, 
ly wartime standards, are well equipped and adequately staffed. Special' formulae 
and baby foods are-available, and both raother and child rec.eive competent medical 
attention. Children of school age attend classes in the barrack-type buildings*

" The equipment in many instances is meager, but the teachers are well trained <and 
the courses of study are those prescribed by tho. departments of education in the 
States. Work is available, at vvages of $16 a months v^iich some families manage to 
spread over their needs, viile others are constantly drawing on previous savings* 
Church,; movies, occasional dances, and home-produced entertainment are available at 
all the centers*

lieavmg the relocation centers, the people of Japanese descent have scattered 
to most of the states outside the excluded Pacific Coast area* Some regions have



seemed, more .fayor.able and' have drawn greater numb^ but .at no point do： they ap­
proach. the, .concentrations v'diich were found in. the "Jjittle. Tokyps11 af Los iingeles 
and Qthqfj Wesfc .Coast pities, or in-the irrigated .valleys, afvinland C a l i f b e f o r e  

evacuation; : • - f - •;，ソ ン .，:
• •• . . • ■ • . • • > • . • ■ . - • .. .  •• ；• ■ ぐ..'.. y ■ ■ ;; 4 t \  • ■

In iiioving. eastward, many of the evacuees, have left behind, farms and business 
properties laboriously built up on the Pacific slope over a period of years* Some 
■have lost all ；,their equities in tl^ese properties and M v e  been compelled, start 
life. ：almost wholly afresh. The younger relocators .. have had. .their schooling；., inter­
rupted, first at： the'time of evacuation and later upon departure from the r^loc^- 
tion centers. Adults h$ivG been cut off from familiar. surro\indj.ngs and froiii, social- 

ties .of many years1 standing.

But .even, thpugh：. the. transplantation has been a drastic process f〇r； many,,., at 
has some compensations from the lopg range point of view, the report, to the. Secre­
tary stated* It has tended to break dovffi the? pre-war isolation of this Oriental 
minority in the Unit^4 States and has bought thousands o：f these people more com­
pletely than ever into the- mainstream of American life. -

;•. In a few instances, there has been local opposition or discrimination： v^ien ： 
evacuees have moved in spite of efforts of the War Rolocation Authority to (ie- 
tennino in advance ths attitude of the community toward persons of Japanese^descent 
and to steor evacueos away from unfriendly communities. In Great Fieadows, Now 
Jersey,, neighboring farmers objected strenuously to. five Japanese being employed as 
sha.i'e-.rcroppors on a, veg〇"fcabXG fcinii, and after several days of threats,, someone 
•burned davvn a. shed, in which fertilizer was stored. To avert further violence, the 
evacuees left* ,

Hope characteristic is the experience of Bill Okazaki and his family, hovirig 
'the Eohwer r.elocation： center, in Arkansas, to the farm of A, J, Kreck^r? near 

McHenry, Illinois,： the Okazakis are accepted by adults in the community just as 
-their twin daughters are accepted in the first grade at school. change from
vegetable production in the irrigated valleys of California to crops and livestock 
〇f a typical -Corn Belt farm was the most radical adjustment the Okazakis had to 

•make, .

Another typica.1 fsirmor who has moved .intro the Middle West, is Fred Doi^ 35 yss-i' 
.old i^erican citizen, who operated, a 60 acre vineyard at Fowler, California# From 
the Qila River relocation center in Arizona he went to Elkhorn, Nebraska^to work 
on the Omar poultry and dairy farm. He has charge of more than 3 ?〇〇〇 laying hens,
.a^.Hl^Lps. iii马  dairy herd which supplies milk to one of Omaha’s largest hospitals. 
Hrs. D’oi is active in t^e lo.cal Red Cross and other groups in the community.

Neighboring farners were so favorably impressed with Doifs abilities that three of 
them are- negotiating for evacuee I'arni workers •

While farm peop:le greatly.outmimbered all other occupa力ional groups among

Japanese populcit-ion in the United States, they have been rather relucts.nt to .leave 
the relocation centers, only about 19 per cent having relocated, compared with jS 
per cent of those experienced in clerical or sales worlc, and 3〇 per cent of those 
with professional or manager!cal experience and a similar percentage of skilled
laborers•



of course, have changed types of work in relocating. Harley Asari, who 
opera七ed. a.goldfish hatchery、.at Huntitigton. Beagh，:. .California, before being evacu­
ated to the Colorado River 'relocation^ center, at Poston, Arizona, now handles, 
scrap metal and castings at the U. S. Foundry, in Denver. .He was the first nisei, 
as Americans of Japanese parentage are called, employed by the company. Now there 
are about 25 on the pay roll. Women welders have become the glaraour girls of the 
war effort. Occasionally, the results have been surprising, as in the case of Jeri 
Tanakai who went'through a .welding .schoo 丄 .in Des Koines, and gQ—七. a. job with a company 
making radio condensors. Her. production record soon became 'the talk of the shop,

••...•.•.•.•.へ . ■- :

Another worker in Des Hoines is Joe Eto, who came out of Shick General Hospi­
tal with a medical discharge from .the,Army, after 11 months service. He landed a 
job with a plant making a critical war product, critical enough that* publicity con­
cerning it is strictly barred. The officer responsible for security arched his 
eyebrows and began to question whether or not it.was safe to have.a man of Japanese 
ancestry employed in such a vital industry, A 丄ocal newspaperman 'inquired you
going to kick out a man with a creditable record of service, in the A m y ? n Joe 
stayed, and Is still helping to keep tem flying# . *

• . ■ • • • •'■'二.：........... ....■..ハ
A double shift is the schedule of Yoshiaka Sugita, who was a pre-medical stu^ 

dent when evacuation took him to the Granada relocation center in Colorado. He 
worked there as an orderly in the center hospital. He moved to Omaha and now is a 
laboratory technician- at the University of Nebraska Medical College by day, and a 
pressman for the•Paramount Paper Prcxiucts Company at night.

• • - . . ■..‘
■Ke丄ly'Yamada'managed three .optician shops; .in Oakland， California, before he 

and his family were moved to Poston, Arizona, They relocated to Peoria, Illinois^ 
several months ago, bringing their sons Dexter, 5 years old, and Terence, just 
short of 2 yearsj and Mrs, Yamada^ parents, Mr# and Kr3. Toraji Yemoto, A nursery­
man in'California, Mr. Yemoto is back at his old trade working for a Peoria nurseiy- 
man.

Zealous In pursuit of higher education, the American born Japanese on the West 
Coast in some instances found use for their professional training only after they 
relocated♦ Arthur Takemoto, trained as an engineer, was sales manager 'for a pro­
duce company in West Los Angeles* After a fev/ months in a relocation center, he 
applied for leave and went to Chicago. His first job was as a die designer, and 
later he became a draftsman and designer for a plant which 瓜ak.es airplane instru­
ments •

Another characteristic of the West Coast Japanese was the high proportion who 
were in business for themselves^ in.rural areas or in cities. Many of those men 
have been reluctant to become employees v̂ ien they were used to being employers, or 
at least independent op白！*ators，in agriculture, iac：：rc]ian(Jising， etc• 4 few,however, 
have managed to find opportunities to go into business for themselves.

Fred Akahoshi, who was a truck famGr at Indio, California, and Frank Kuwahara, 
a florist from Sacramento, joined forces a few months, ago.and bought a small green­
house business in Lincoln, Nebraska .• -Besides raising flowers they are producing 
this spring about a quarter million vegetable, plants for Lincoln victory gardeners.



One of the biggest vegetable growing enterprises- in the state of Utgih is the 
Pacific Farms  ゞ with 4,80 acres of carrots5 peas3 potatoes,-.:and onions,• operated by 
Henry Mitarai, formerly of San Francisco and tfie Heart Mountain re丄ocation center* 
Mitarai employes 25 fellow evacuees during the growing season and- expects_to have 
an additional125 at harvest time.

' ■ • く ' ;  ミ.v.' : へ ' . . ' . . i: ....

Four transcontinenta丄...railroads 'have, emp丄oyed eva.cu句es of Japanese； ancestry 
from the relocation centers as section workers during the last two years, and，, 
p丄eased with their work, are anxious- to hire 1110re,

'  . ■ . . ； ■ ： • . . .  ■

•Few <Japanese were coa丄 miners before evacuation, but several of them are now 
working in the coal mines of Carbon county, Utah, members in good standing of the 
mine workers union. Sixteen former residents of relocation centers are employed by 
the Utah Lime and Stone Compctny, which provides lime for .the. steel- industry and. for 
the sugar refineries df the state.:

ノ ..' ' ぐ. ' . .... . - . . ' - . ペ ン .人：； .ゾ' . ; ；'；• • -■
Residents of the western states, especia丄丄 y in sugar beet producing areas, 

have become well acquainted with the evacuees from the ：̂est Coast,-, for .thousands 
of them have worked in the beet fields during the 194J2 and. 19-43 seasons^ for. many5 
the seasonal work has been a;'means of gettingンacquainted::'with ..the interior .c>f .t]ie 
Iftii ted States* For others/; the-money earned has .helped； tofinanee the familyVs 
move frora i center' to a permanent home in a normal； corammity. harvesting
enough- sugar to-supply acout- million people in each ■ season, the.• evacuees have 
generally established reputations as industrious,, law abiding residents of the com­
munity, - .。 '.パ..--；-• ノ ：）...て...り . - . パ：.：. v..: ■•ヘシ.1..:,. '

In 1944-j seasonal workers among the evacuees may not be so numerous, because 
many of the best workers have found permanent jobs elsewhere. Bat where there is a 
genuine need for labor, and where the local representatives of the War Food Admin­
istration offer contracts to do essential agricultural work, the evacuees in the 
WRA. centers will be given the privilege of engaging in seasonal agricultural work.

Still in the centers are thousands of older people, to whom readjustment to 
outside conditions will be more difficult - farmers who have pioneered in opening 
up areas'of the Coast states and making them productive and v^o no longer have the 
energy or the capital to make a fresh start in a new territory; youngsters who are 
not yet capable of supporting themselves^ adults whose financial and sentimental 
interest are centered on their West Coast homes, farins, and businesses and who are 
waiting out the war; the normal proportion of people who because of infirmity will 
be dependent upon public or family support wherever they are. To the War Reloca­
tion Authority, intent upon fostering the relocation of as large a number as possi-r 
ble during the war, these represent major problems.

In addition, there is a large group, nmubGring probably 20,000 who, under es­
tablished policies of the agency, will not be permitted to relocato for the dura­
tion of the war• They are people who hav。 forma丄丄 y requested repatriation to Japan, 
or American citizens v̂ io have requested expatriation; some have refused to pledge 
loya丄ty to the United Statess others have past records of behavior which cast doubt 
on their loyalty. Most of them have been gathorod at one point, TuI g Lake Center.



in California； the sorting and segregation process not qu-ite completed^ but the 
War Relocation Authority expects, to have it done. beforQ the end . of June.#

. ' . パ‘....•.ぐ . い： .：ぺノ :.へ;'， v.: . v.し. ：.：.... , -
The segri?gatipn, according to Dillon S. Myer^ directpr of'the- War Relocation 

Authority, was determined upon in the-middle of .19^3 as: an； aid to the reloaation. 
program. "Relocation is our main job,M says M r ? IvIyer, nand we felt it could be 
carried on much- more effc.ctiyely -if those' who ：not eligibie1 to relocate; were 
put in one place, leaving the, pther cen七.ers .p.î iipospd. .entirely, of thps角 .v̂ ho.se 
loyalties lie unmistakably with .thG United States^. Our- airo is to relocate qv-ery 
person v\iho can be relocated, and work ourselves out of a Job as quickly as possi-

..To.：GXpress/^G：. fe(5l.irj.gs,：pf̂  ovacuees,： a more arti-culate Spokesman .could • 
hardly .be; found ；than successful writer,, 1110ther of two. whose
husband, Fred Mitwer, had an American father and Japanese mother^ on© af.his bro.-. 
thers at last reports was interned by the Japanese government as a dangerous alien.

.：,„.T;he.Kitwers ,̂ we：re. e-ya^uated from their Los Ajageles home to thie Heart. Mountain 
relocation .center； in ^oir4.ngy ；and. then reloqated :to Denver, where Hary resumed he?" 
writing ；and； Fred went in.t〇v the .-food, processing business. , ijlapy .Oyama expresses an 
attitude to which iiiany of- the； eyaquees subscribe: u0f course i;t,.was a bitter ex- 
perienc.a to be. :upr〇〇te4 :apd hustled off to a . relocation., center, -bvtt i：t»s futile to 
be- proacaupied vvith the past that we lose sight： of •the .future* The； weak and ： 
misguided may.blight t^e remainder of tjieir lives； by i-il-considered a：cts<i-: The 
strong and wise will make ths best of their lot and emerge stronger and wiser than 
before#u

x x x

P.N. 71221 6



Alabama (1) :
Arizona (65)

Glendale 
Mesa 
Phoenix 

Arkansas (27)
Little Rock 

California (33)
Los Angeles 

Colorado (2507)
A u l t . '
-Blanca 
Boulder 
Brighton 
Colorado Springs 
Crowley ,
Denver 
Fort Collins 
Fort Lupton 
Grand Junction 
Gr*eeley 
Henderson 
Keenesburg ...
Lamar ■ :
Littleton
Longmont
Fierce
Platteville
Pueblo
Rocky Ford
Trinidad
Weston

Connecticut (62)
Bridgeport 

Delaware (7)
District of C〇l\«nbia (102) 
Florida (10)
Georgia (6)
Idaho (1024)

Blackfoot
Boise ：*
Burley
Caldwell
Emmett
Filer
Idaho Falls
Nampa
Payette

Idaho (continued)- 
Pocatello 
Preston 
Rexburg 
Rupert 
Sugar City 
Twin Falls 
Weiser

Illinois (5012) 
Barrington 
Chicago 
Des Plaines 
Elgin 
Elmhurst 
Evanston ' 
Flossmoor 
Glencoe 
Highland Park 
Joliet
Libertyville
Marengo
Melrose Park
Naperville
Oak Park
Palatine
Peoria
Rockford
Wheaton
Winnetka

Indiana (129)
Fort Wayne 
Gary
Indianapolis 
South Bend

Iowa (326) 
Davenport 
Des Moines 
Dubuque 
Milford •
Pella

Kansas (115)::
Fort Rileyベ 

Kansas Cit-y. 
Lawrence 
Heade 
Winfield

..• • A P P E N D I X '二 ’:

The following tabulation shows the number of Japanese — American^，’who, as of 
April.■丄， 194.45 'had relocated in each of the various states, together with the list 
of cities and' conanunitie^ in each state where 10 or more iiad-. relocdteds
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Kentucky (22) 
Louisiana (11)
Maine ⑷

Maryland (58) 
Baltimore

Massachusetts (123) 
Boston 
Cambridge 

Mchigan (14-87)
Ann Arbor 
Battle Creek 
Berrien Springs 
Bloomfield Hills 
Detroit 
Farmington 
Grosse Pointe 
Highland Park 
Kalamazoo 
Lansing 
Honroe 
lit. Clemens 
Royal Oak 

Mimesota (898) 
Mankato 
Hinneapolis 
Hoorhead 
Northfield 
Rochester 
Saint Paul 
Savage 
Shakopee 
Wayzata

Mississippi (63) 
Hattiesburg 
Shelby

Missouri (^10) 
Chesterfiej.d 
Clayton
Excelsior Springs 
Kansas City 
Kirkwood 
St* Louis 
Webster Groves 

Montana (293) 
Billings 
Butte 
Chinook 
Glendive 
Great Falls 
Hardin 
Malta

Nebraska (377)

22

Cozad
Grand Island
Kimball
Lincoln

4-4
North Platte ■ 
Omaha

27 Nevada (123 )

379
Reno

New Hampshire (3)
U New Jersey (^〇)
13 Passaic
20 New Mexico (厶0 )

619 Albuquerque
15 New York (64.9)
33 Buffalo
23 New York City
4-9 Rochester
12 Syracuse
3〇 North Carolina (16
42 North Dakota (14)
11 Ohio (1687)

20
Chagrin Falls 
Cincinnati

5〇〇 Cleveland
13 Cleveland Heigh
16 Co limbus
4.2 Dayton

179 Lakewood
34 Oberlin
22 Shaker Heights
16 Toledo

A6
Yellow Springs 

Oklahoma (28)
11 Tulsa

18
Oregon (299 ) 

Jamieson
25 取 sse
18 Ontario

U 2 Vale
15 Pennsylvania (236)

176 Phi lade Iphis
18 Swartlimore

42
Rhode Island (2) 
South Carolina (1)

16 South Dakota (37)
18 Mitchell
11 Tennessee (23)
29 Madison
31
17

2



Texas (132)
A*bilene 15
Austin 16
53. Paso XI
Mineral Wells 16
San Antonio 13

Utah (1715)
Brigham City 52
Clearfield 33
Corinne 19
Garland 3U
Grouse Creek 10
Honeyville 12
Layton U9
Ogden 273
Parowan 18
Provo 83

Roy 16
Salt Lake City 766
Sandy 19
Spanish Fork 23
Springville 13
Tremonton 36

Vermont (X) 
Virginia (21)
Washington (523)

Opportunity 20
Pasco 15
Pullman 13
Spokane 36k
Walla Walla h9

West Virginia (1) 
Wisconsin (300)

Kenosha 13
Madison 62
Milwaukee 185

looming (385)
Casper a
Cheyenne 23
Cody 30
Laramie 173
Powell 3U
Biverton 13
Worland 10

Others (H)
Thomas, Virgin Islands ⑴  

Melbourne, Australia (1〉 
Honolulu, T, H* (1)
Uew Delhi, India (l)

71221
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PEPAl^fM ENT ⑪IF THE UNTE取 ]!⑪取

INFORMATION SERVICE

OFFICE OF THE SECRSTARI

For Immediate Release TO PHfs OF WEDNESDAY, m x  3 1 , 1944#

An American doughboy^ solution of how to handle those who would prevent 
the relocation of Japanese American citizens from evacuee centers into the normal 
stream of American life, was received today by Secretary of the Interior Harold L. 
Ickes direct from the front lines of the Italian theater of v̂ ar*

The writer, Corporal J. H. Kety, of the United States Army, laid his rifle 
aside to pen the following?

nHay I suggest that you send all those narrow-minded, bigoted,.un-Americans 
over here to relieve the 100th Infantry Battalion of the 34th Division?"

The 100th Infantry Battalion, composed of American soldiers cf Japanese 
descent, has one of the proudest records of the war. Out of the battalion 
(13000 men) 900 have been avmrded Purple Hearts for wounds suffered in battle;
36 have been honored with ^he Silver Star; 21 have won Bronze Stars, and 3 wear 
the Distinguished Service Cross.

Secretary Ickest reply to Corporal Kety read, in part, as follows:

nThank you for your letter. It is quite apparent that you know what you 
are fighting for#11

U 保44

P.N. 71619



BEPAMTMENT ⑪F  T IE  INTERIOR

INFORMATION SERVICE

WAH EEL00AII03? AtMJOHXTy

For Release TO
PMs THDHSDAy, tJUHB 1 , 1 9 ^

JAPANESE AiMERICAH SOLDIERS* H〇m R S  TO 1CSAE PINS

Before the Jerome Relocation Center in southeast Arkansas closes at the end 
of June, all of the 155 service mothers of this wartime J^anese^-American communi­
ty will have lapel pins with one star for each son in uniform, the War Helocation 
Authority announced today.

Arrangements for purchasing the pins have already *been made the USO club 
of the relocation center, and deliveiy is expected in the near future. One-star 
pins have "been ordered for 122 of the mother日； two-star pins for 18； three-tstar 
pins for 10^ and four-star pins for four. One mother, Mrs, Masaklchi Takahasm, 
is entitled to the rare five-star insignia and might possibly lay claim to an ad^ 
ditional. star since she has a son-ii>-law as well as five sons in the service.

Mary of the Japanese-American "boys represented the stars on these pins^ 
recently conipXeted training at Camp Shelty» Mississippi in preparation for active 
service overseas*

P.N. 71667



The IJri.i七ed States Department of the Interior
War* Relocation Authority

201 Sheldon Building
461 Market Street
San Francisco 5 , California

FOR II!MEDIATE REL3ASS

JIKR RELOCATION CENIER HIGH SCHOOLS GRADUATE 2100 SENIORS in 1944

Approximately 2100 senior's graduated from the l-eloca七ion con七er high 

schools acGording 七o figures compiled from 七he Reloca•七ion A u thority

center newspapers,

Majori七y  of 七he ceri七ors held their oommencGmon't exorcises in Juno* 

The Colorado Rivor Cantor at Poston, Arizona I qcI tho conters in 七o七al 

gradua七cs •with 4 0 6* Hoar七 Mountain in 'Wyoming followod Y*dth 3 0 1, whilo

Minidoka in Idaho T/vas third 丄argcst v/ith 286 *

Follosing is 七he list of contor gradua•七osr

Colorado River Project, Arizona • • • • • •  406

Hoar•七 Moun七ain Project, Wyoming • • • • * •  301

Minidoka Project, Idaho • • • • • • • • _ •  286

Gila River Project, Arizona • • ■ • • • • • •  233

Manzanar Project, California .181

Granada Project, Colorado • • • • • « • • • 1 5 8

Rohwcr Projoc七，Arkansas 〇 * • * • • • • •  154

Jerome Project, Arkansas • » » » » • • • •  138

Contra! Utah Project, Utah • • • * » • • •  127

T u.Ig Lako Project, California 121

Handicapped as most of 七hose high schools aro by lack of building's ana 

oquipmont, 七h e y  have "boon a/blc in tho past tv.r〇 years 七o moo七七he roquirumorrts 

of 七ho states in which 七hoy oxis七0 Thc-ir graduates aro being accop七od in



universities and collogos on tho outside and. in several instances have 

achiovod ou七standing rocords«

Under S o Ig c七ivG Sorvico m any of 七he "boys arc being inducted into 

tho Arrny iimnodici七cly dftor* gretdua七ion*

Comracncoinon七 oxorciscs in relocation schools aro pevb七orned largoly 

after the schools t h o y  loft behind in California, ITashington and Oregon, 

There arc 七he baccalauroa七o sermons on 七ho previous Sunday. A  typic'l 

program consists of 七ho processional followed b y  tho invocation* Usually 

nAmorica  ̂ tho Beaut if u l n is sung b y  the class or tho *^tar-Spanglod Bc.nnorn 

is played b y  七he school orchos七:ra«

These young pooplo had not forgotten 七h o  Amori*ca vrhich 七hey loft two 

years ago* Tho , commoncom'ori七 spcochos of 七11〇i;r class represonta七ives shovr 

tha七 they havo 七he: bexekbone and tho gri七 to sucoood as youth has always 

done •

The s七uderrbs cmd 七hoir ins七:rue七ors, after an Intorludo of two yoars 

during vjhich they havo boon sovorod. from much of 七ho o u t s i d o t i c s ,  aro still 

o/blo 七o 100k 七o A m o r i c a *s problems wi七h t h o  samo brotid T)〇rspG；c七ivo 七hci七 all 

Ajaorleans do. They have Ghenvn thci七七hey aro Americans, iri七〇ros七cd in 

A m o r i c a ^  war, hor pos七*vuar problems, and hor placo in 七h o  fconi丄y of nations*

In tho speeches of these young gradua七os 七！loro ims no pessimism 

or brooding ovor tho p a s t . 』Thoy all pointed hopefully 七ov/ard 七ho future.



POST ON <, Arizona ̂ ltWe are not the only ones who have been driven

out of our righ七ful homes/’ was 七he declara七ion of Miss Aileen Asako

Oita., valedictorian of Post II High School, Colorado River Relocation 

Center of the War Relocation Authority.

uWe are no七 七 he only ones who will have to start ou七 all over again 

when this war is over。 Half of 七he people in 七he world will be starting 

out anew, and theirs would the more difficult 七ask, for 七]ney would 

have a whole coun七ry to rebuild,パ said the American girl gradua.七e of 

Japanese ancestry。

Miss Oi七a, formerly of Wa_七 sonvillej Ca.lir〇raia, was 七he 七hird mem-

oer of her fa.mily to be valedictorian of a graduating olass〇 An older 

brother, Katashi Oito., was valediotorian of Watsonville Union High School

in 1941, and ano七her brother, Itsumi, was las七 yea.r»s Poston II High 

School valedictorian。

In her address, little Miss Oita chided some of her fellow students

for not having adjusted thomselvGs to the res七riotions of cen七er life。

If you ca.nno七 adjust yoursolf* "bo conditions lie!*。，you con hardly 

hopo 七〇 do so on "fcho outsido,n she wr.rncid。 "Life is a give and t;CLk:e 

pi opositi'Oii,エ七 is cn invcstuion七* And you b n e  七o invest a lo七 of your 

own 七imo and offor七 to rccoivo any benefits。n



PEPA取 TMENT ⑪F THE HNTEKII⑪R

INFORMATION SERVICE

WAR R E L O C A T M  AUTHORITY 
For Release to Sunday Papers 
of July 9 , 1944

Transfer of 26 Japanese aliens over the last three months from the Tule Lake 
Segregation Center in northern California to enemy alien internment camps under 
jurisdiction of idle Department of Justice v/ais announced today by Secretary of the 
Interior Harold L* Ickes*

The aliens, Secretary Ickes explained, are men who were arrested for playing 
an active part in 1he disturbance of last Novsnber at the segregation canter and 
viio have been confined since their arrest in a fenced-off stockade at -the center* 
Under agresnent between the Department of Justice and the War Relocation Authority, 
they have been moved to internment cainps during the last i^iree months in compara-

tively small groups#

All aliens have now been renoved from the stockade area at- Tul6 Lake, the 
Secretary said, althou^i a group of 25 citizens of Japanese ancestrス who axe not 
eligible for transfer to internment camps, still remains. After the disturbance of 
November 4> both during and after the period vdien the Army v<tas temporarily in con­
trol of iiie segregation center, a total of 11X aliens and 229 citizens, suspected 
of complicity in the outbreak, were removed from the residence area o.f the center 
and confined in the stockade*

The War Relocation Authority established a fact-finding committee, composed of 
adirixnistrative employees at Tule Xake, to review the cases of these persons and to 
make recx>iiMendations to the Project Director# Aliens v^tose records made them eli­
gible for in'ternnxen'fc were gradually transferred to Justice Department, camps* Citi- 
z m s  who had records as chronic •broiiblemakers were retained in "the stockade*
Those individuals — both citizens and alien 一  whose bdiavior in stockade indi- 
cated they would not make further trouble were returned，after periods of confine­
ment ranging from two "to eight months, to "the residoice area of the Tule take Cen­
ter.

Originally, Secretary Ickes pointed out, the War Relocation Authority had con- 
tinplated transferring citizen troublemakers from the stockade to its isolatiion 
center at I»eupp, Arizona^ but due to the small nurniber of citizens left in the stock-
ade after re-examination of the cases it was determined not to re-open the special 
center in Arizona,

P.N* 725B3



3 9 ^

DEPARTMENT ⑪F THE INTERII⑪ 取

INFORMATION SERVICE

B u m u  OF EECLAMAT 丽

For HeXease TO Of I B i m t 
JULY lUt 19UU

One of the two new giant generators at the Shasta power plant of the Central 
Valley Reclamation project in Northern California will te officially started 
Friday, JixLy lU, Secretary of the Interior Harold L. Xckes announced today. The 
second unit williDe put into operation as soon as tests are completed*

The event will'mark the completion of Shasta Dam and the delivery of power 
to the newly constructed section of the Government transmission line from the dam 
to Oroville, California, Harry ¥, Bashore, Comndssioner of the Bureau of Reclamar- 
tion, reported to the Secretary,

,fThe energy from these two hydroelectric units, as it fhits the highlines,1* 
will mean more power for wartime industries on the Pacific C〇ast,,f said Secretary 
Ickes. nIt will bring to more than 1,150,000 kilowatts the additional capacity 

I installed at Bureau of Reclamation projects since Pearl Har"bor^-a total of 18 new 
^ generators added in 30 months•

"That power is making possible the almost superhuman task: of "building t b m -
sands of warships, warplanes, tanks, and guns of all kinds. The processing of 
newly opened deposits of magnesium, the aluminum processing plants, and other in­
dustries in that western region are producing millions of tons of vital war metals.^

Both of these new generators have "been undergoing tests for several weeks 
under the supervision of Charles S, Carey, Director of Reclamation^ Regional Office 
at Sacramento, S. 0, Harper, Chief Engineer with headqiiarters in Denver, Colorado, • 
Ralph Lowiy, Construction Engineer at Shasta Dam, and Frank T. Crowe, General 
Superintendent of the Pacific Constructors, "builders of the dam and power plant*

Milestone in California Plan

conpletion of Shasta. Dam and povrer plant m i l  be a milestone in the ful­
fillment of visions Californians have had for nearly 100 years,11 said Commissioner 
Bashore, ^hey are the key structures in plans for the imiltiple use of the



voters, lands, and other natural resources of the region. The delivery of power to 
the Shasta-Oroville transmission line, which the Bureau of Reclamation has con­
structed, ins equal significance in insurir^ the marketing of the Shasta power 
output,

MThe storage of flood, waters behind Shasta Dam will help control floods in 
the Sacramento Valley, The release of those same vaters will produce more than a 
■billion kilowatt hours of energy annually, ii^prove navigation facilities, regulate 
the river flow to aid irrigation in the Sacramento Valley, and store vater to be 
released for transfer to the San Joaquin Valley, to replenish diminishing irriga­
tion supplies* aid in the repulsion of sa^t 卿  ter from the delta atove San 
Francisco 3ay, and protect the salmon and other fish and wildlife interests.

MThe transfer of surplus vaters from the Sacramento to the San Joaquin Talley 
will permit the restoration of many thousands of acres of valuable land to full 
production, bj?ing new lands into production* and provide fann homes for thousands 
of qualified veterans and industrial workers after the var,n

Construction Rushed As Measure

Under high-priority orders from the Ifer Production Board, Shasta lam, Shasta 
power plant, and the Shasta^*0rovil3Btransmission line are beirg . r-ashed to comple­
tion on an emergency construction program to insure an adequate simply of electric 
energy for California var industries. .

rtShasta r&m is the second most nassive concrete structure built "by ®anft, said 
Commissioner Bashore. "Its power plant is now equipped, with two 75»000 kilowatt 
generators, vdth space for three more units of the same size» two of which were 
mnufactured in 1 9 and loaned to Grand Coulee power plant where they are now in 
m.r service in the Pacific Northwest. The fifth and f i m l  unit vas partially com- 
pieted when the War Production Board halted its construction in 1942， Complete 
installation of all generators will "be made after the m r * u

Shasta Ifeon has been built at an estinated cost of $87,167,000» An allocation 
of costs to the ^rious "benefits is under study,

Railroad Relocated

Ifeter storage "began in Shasta Lake on December 30, X9U3» when the diversion 
tunnel gates were partially closed. !The west ̂ tunnel under the dam m s  first used, 
by the Southern Pacific Eailroad prior to its relocation outside of the reservoir 
area. To relocate the railroad which otlierwise v;ould have "been submerged by the 
rising lake, 30 miles, of new railroad, including 12 tunnels and 8 bridges, were 
built. About 12 miles of U. S, Eighty 99 were constructed also to avoid the lake. 
Ihe Pit Hiver bridge, one of the highest double-deck bridges in the world, carries 
"both the railroad and the highvay across the Pit Hiver arm of the reservoir.

During the past six months Shasta Lake has attained the length of n^.rly 3〇 
miles, vdth wa.ter at the upstream face of the <2am al)〇ut 325 feet deep. This



reservoir will cover 29*600 acres viien full, and will store U,500,000 acre-feet of 
water.

'•JVom the very beginnir^ of plans for the Central Valley project, irrigation 
has been the dominant interest,,f said Commissioner Bashore, 11 Developments in this 
valley, however^ hav© and must be coordinated^not only for irrigation, but for 
domestic vater s^plies, for hydroelectric power, flood control, navigation, and 
all other uses*

Ifeter For Thirst/ Lands

nSurpXus flood waters stored behind Shasta Ifem will be released and trans­
ferred by a series of canals and pumping plants to the San Joaquin basin in the 
southern end of the valley, Hearly two-thirds of all the waters falling in the 
entire region originate in the northern end of the valley, at the headwaters of the 
Sacramento and its tributaries, viiere irriga'cle lands are limited, "but nearly two 
million acres of thirsty lands to the south vrill be assured irrigation s^pXies by 
the transfer of flood waters from Shasta Itou"

The Central Valley project is operated by the tJnited States Bureau of EecXama- 
tion from its Regional Office in Sacramento through project officials at Reddiiig, 
Colusa, Modesto, Antioch, Tracy, Friant, Visalia, and Bakersfield*

Other features of the project now in service are Ii*iant ram, and the IVkdera 
Canal in the San Joaquin Valley, for var food production, and the Contra Costa 
Canal, which is serving var industries irx the bay region.

P.tt. 45162 3



ノーーー」 .n

PEPARTM ENT ⑪F  THE ENTERMD取

INFORMATION SERVICE

WAR REXOCATION AUTHORITY
Release to AMs Wednesday, July 2 6 , 1944 W

Secretary of the Interior Haro丄d L. ickes announced today that preparations 
have been completed by the War Relocation Authority at Fort Ontario in Oswego,
New York, for receiving the group of nearly 1,000 European refugees who are being 
brought to the United States in accordance with the plan announced by President 
Roosevelt on June 9*

The group will be housed at the historic fort, the Secretary explained, for 
the wartime period in two-story barracks which have been remodellea into family 
apartments• Thirty barrack buildings have now been divided by partitions so that 
each contains eight apartments of varying size. These have been equipped vdth 
running water and supplied with cots, tables, chairs, and clothing lockers. Dormi­
tory space has also been prepared for the individual refugees who are not attached 
to family groups, WRA officials said.

The War Relocation Authority, which was made responsible by the President 
for administration of the Emergency Refugee Shelter, will take over custody of the 
grounds at the Fort from the Army on July 28* A staff of approximately 4-0 WEA em­
ployees 一- some detailed from the Washington office of the agency and others re- 
cruited for full-"time work at the shelter — is now stationed at "the Fort making 
final arrangements for the refugees1 arrival. Director of the Shelter is Joseph 
H* Smart, former field assistant director for WHA in Denver, and more recently- 
stationed in Peru with the Office of the Coordinator of Inter-American Affairs.

Secretary Iekes said that during the first few weeks after arrival of the 
refugees, while WEA is registering them and completing the necessary health and 
security cheeks, visiting at the shelter will be permitted only by authorized 
representatives of the press and cooperating agencies. The group is being brought 
to this country outside regular immigration quotas and will be given sanctuary, 
according to the Presidenfs announcement, for the duration of the war#

At the shelter, the refuses will be provided with food, housing, and medical 
care* Small cash grants will also be made on the basis of individual need to cover 
minimum clothing essentials and personal requirements such as soap and tooth paste.

The War Relocation Authority is planning to rely on the refugees to the great­
est possible extent for the performance of tasks incident to the operation and 
maintenance of the shelter and expects to have only a small staff of appointed 
personnel stationed at the Fort after the initial period of operations*

(over)



Informaton received from a WRA representative vho is returning from Europe 
vdth the refugees indicates, it was announced, "Uiat most of the refugee group are 
Jewish^iAdth small contingents of Roman Catholics, Greek Orthodox, and Protestants. 
The principal nationalities represented are Austrian, Yugoslav, Polish, German, 
Russian, and Czech* The group is expected to arrive some time after August 1.

P.N. 45820 2
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Military memorial日ervices for six Japanese Apaerican 日01diers recently re- 
ported killed while fighting the Nazis in Italy will be held Saturday at Grandda 
Relocation Center in Colorado, Dillon S. Myer, director of the War Eelocation 
Authority, reported today to Secretary of the Interior Harold Iekes.

The six Bervicemen were reported "by the War Department ae killed in action 
"between Jime 15 and July 9» Another Japanese American soldier vae listed as 
missing in action in Italy and three others were wounded there during the Bane 
period. All of the 日01diers were formerly relocation center residents earlier 
evacuated from California. Members of their families now living at Granada will 
attend the services today, the Secretary said.

Names of those killed and the dates, with the original California addresses, 
follow:

Staff Sgt. Bill Iwao Yanaji, Rt. 2, Mountain View, June 15
Pfc, Kiyoshi K. Muranaga,15369 South Vermont, Gardena, June 26
Pfc. Arnold Ohki, R t . 1 , Livingston, July 7
Pfc. Leo Kikuchi, EKD Wo. k, Sevastopol, July 8
Pvt. Calvin Saito,1517 W. 36 St., Los Angeles, July 7
Bvt, Joe !?• Ya日uda, Langner Ave,, Seivta Bosa, July 9
Pvt, Yoshio Matsuoka, Walnut Grove, Calif., was reported missing in

action on June 28.

The wounded in action were:

Sgt. Tom H, Furusho, Rt. U, Sevastopol, Calif” June 28
Pfc. Janes S. Karatsu,1664 W. 37 St.^ Los Angeles, Calif., July 9
Pvt. Jack Y. Mameteuka, Star Route, Capay, Calif” July 7

Director Myer said that the gallantry of Japanese American 日oldier日 on the 
Italian front has won repeated War Department commendation. Two units almost 
entirely conpoeed of Japanese Americans, the 100th Infantry Battalion and the 
^^2nd Coiribat Team, were reported to have spearheaded the drive on Livorno.

The 100th, vhich has "been in action longest, was given a War Department Dis- 
■binguished* Unit citation on July 2?• Its soldiers, according to dispatcheB from 
the Italian front, have TDeen awarded more than 1,000 Purple Hearts, and 11 Dis­
tinguished Service Crosses, ^  Silver Stare and 31 Bronze Stars for gallantry in 
action, together viiph three award日 of the Legion of Merit. Fifteen of the "bat- 
talion1s officers hold commissions given on the field of "battle.

Server - 2838

(over)



There are now 10,000 American boys of Japanese ancestry in the American 
ar^y，half from the Hawaiian Islands and half from the mainland. Those from the 
mainland for the most part are members of families who make up the 110,000 per­
sons, two-thirds of them American-born citizens, who were evacuated from the West 
Coast early in 19^2, -Agpproximately 30,000 evacuees have relocated in normal com­
munities throu^iout the United States and together with their kinsmen in military 
service are making a real contribution tia the war program, Mr* % e r  said.

Ihe U^-2nd CoK^at Teap is made principally of vol-unteers, 1200 of them 
volunteering from relocation centers. More than 5,000 in all are now fixating 
in Italy. Other soldiers of Japanese ancestry, "both volunteers and inductees, 
are in training in other theaters.

P.H, 73228 2
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For Immediate Release SATURDAY, AUGOST 1 9 , 19UU.

Enthusiastic appreciation was expressed to President Roosevelt, the Government 
and the American people ,ffor their kind hospitality0 by the 982 ihropean refugees, 
recently installed for the duration at Fort Ontario, Oswego, H. Y,, in a message 
made public today "by Acting Secretary of the Interior Atoe Fortas*

The message was sent at the request of the refugees by Joseph H. Snart, 
Director of the onergency shelter for the "War Relocation Authority which, as an 
agency of the Department of the Interior, has custody of the refugees*

Mr, Fortas, in reply to Mr. Smart, said:

'•The President has asked me to convey throu^i you to the War Refugees at Fort 
Ontario his appreciation of the sentiments expressed in their message to him. X
am gratified that the refugees already have felt the warmth of 如 611〇811 hospitality
and I hope that they will steadfastly retain their faith in the future freedom of 
mankind from the blight of warfare and racial strife.,?

Bie message from Fort Ontario read;

ftThe 982 refugees from all parts of Europe, sheltered at Fort Ontario, Oswego, 
N. Y., vrish to thank you, Mr. President, the Goveiiunent of the United States and 
the American people from the "bottom of their hearts for their kind, hospitality. 
Longing for liberty and cooperation in the reconstruction of the destroyed world
and their own existence, they beg to add their heartiest wishes for a complete and

earliest victory of the glorious Allied armies fighting for freedom and democracy 
and for the creation of 9. durable peace which might include all races and nations 
in welfare and security.11

P.K. 73528
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Described- by his irnion as long time fighter against Japanese imperiS.li'sm 
and fascism of any kind,,t Sgt. Ksirl G. Yoneda, 38, formerly of San Francisco, is 
the first Japanese American soldier of this war to be elected to the Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, the War Relocation Authority has been informed.

Sgt. Yoneda, who volmiteered for military service from the relocation center 
at Kanzanar, Calif, is now fighting in Burma according to letters received by his 
wife, Mrs. Elaine loneda. H e  is a member of l o c a l 110 of the International Long- 
shoremen^ and Warehousemen^ Union and former vice-president of the Alaska Cannery 
Workers丨 local 5, both CIO. The serg站 rrfc was elected to Howa^Ll Sperry Post 3570, 
San Francisco, of the VFW while overseas. Officers of the post, which is made up 
entirely of union men, told the VJRA they believe he is tlie first Japanese American 
VFW of Vfo rid War II.

Commenting about him and other Japanese Americans in the armed forces, Ed 
Reite, quartermaster of the post and financial secretary of ILWU l o c a l 10, said, 
uThese men have earned the respect of all of us«M

Morris Watson, editor of the ILWQ Dispatch, in describing Sgt. Yoneda^ fight 
against fascism and Japanese imperialism supplied two instances. On one occasion 
Yoneda was on the picket line when longshoremen and Chinese picketed shipments of 
scrap and oil to Japan, and in 1936 he helped to organize a labor comiriittee v\hich 
refused to load ships carrying supplies to Japan.

When Japanese aliens and Japanese Americans were evacuated from the West Coast

in 19/̂ 2, Yoneda, his wife and their son, Tom Kooney Yoneda, were moved from San 
Francisco to the WRA relocation' center at Kanzanar, Calif. Krs, Yoneda and Tom 
returned from the center to San Francisco last year*

Serwer - 2838
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If Pfc. Pete JUjino, 21 an American soldier of Japanese ancestiy, had knowi 
Japanese better he would have had less trouble reading his last letter from 
before he was killed in Italy.

His parents, Ur. and Mrs. Takasaburo lijino, residents of the Minidoka reloca­
tion center at Hunt, Idaho, were notified by the War Pepartment recently that nPFC 
Yasuo Pete Jbjino vas killed in action on August 5 , 19HU in Italy.11 On August 9 a 
letter came to Mrs. JUjino from her son, the last she ever received, the ¥ar 
Eeloc?ation Authority said, today.

Pfc. iFujino wrote；

,fDear Mom,

Last night I received your letter ^foich was written in Japanese 
and since I !ve forgotten some of the characters I had a very hard, time 
reading it. Guess going to that Japanese Language School didnH do me 
much good, Thanks a lot, Ma, and like you said writing again even 
if I*ve written to you just a few days ago.

Please d o n H  worry about me "because X ^ l  Tse all right and "besides 
in the rear taking a little rest now, We don11 know how long it/ s 

going to "be but we all think it* 1 1 "be at least two weeks anyway.

Sure miss your cooking, Ma, I !d give anything to iDe able to sit 
dowi and enjoy some meal you have prepared, Gkiess 1*11 just have to 
be patient and lick the Jerrys first before X go home.

Well, give my best regards to all of the family and take good 
care of yourself, Ma. So long.

Your loving son,

Pete”

Before evacuation the |\ijino family lived at 615 Yesler Way, Seattle, 
Washington. Pfq.IUjino was a graduate of the Broadway Higja School. He volunteered 
for the Army on May B , 19^3 while at the Minidoka Relocation Center and was sent to 
Italy in A p r i l 19叫 •

Serwer 2838
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Ibrty-five iineric^n soldiers of Japanese ancestry with parent;s or other next 
of kin living in the country* s reloca,tioa centers, have "been killed in action, 
Director Dillon St Myer of the ^ar Relocation Authority today reixrted to Secretary 
of the Interior Harold Jj* Ickes*

A  WHA conrpilation of casualty jaotices received "by center families up to

•August 31 showed a total of 139 船 r Department telegrams, including Uう killed, 92 
wounded and tv;o missing in action, % e r  said,f The k5 were killed in Italy in such 
hard fought "battles as Cassino, Voltumo and Belvedere,

parents of the men killed iiave expressed the "belief that their sons _ 
fovJmo causes for their country and to v/in acceptance as Americans from all 

ler Americans^11 Myer said*

/ He reported the words of Mrs, Taye Ohkit a widow living 
location Center in Colorado, who had three sons in the Army, TJhen she learned

at the Granada Re

that the eXdestt Arnold, was killed in action July 7 and that the second, Edidn, 
was seriously funded, she said: ^This is their country. This is their home, and 
iny sons are^v；rorking toward the "betterment of their motherland and fighting end­
lessly to^win their place in the United States as loyal citizens v/hose faith in 
America will not die, and v;ill grow even stronger* Hy son Arnold proved that by 
sacrificing his life on the Italian front.«

Mrs, Toyosuke Onodera of the Minidoka Relocation Center, H u n t , エdaho, whqj
^son Satoru was killed fighting with the famed 100th Infantry 3atta3.ion in

death of my son will contrilDute toward a greater understaHCC?ng^of 
the loyalty of Japanese in this county, then I shall "be comforted^ I am proud 
that my son should have given up his life in defense of democr<3.cy and I am sure 
that his death will not have "been in vaintn

Mrst Onodera has two more sons in the Army, one with the ^ 2 n d  Hegimental 
Combat Team in Italy and one still in training at Canrp Shelby, Hiss,

Most of the casualties so far have "been volunteers, Myer saiclf explaining 
that se丄ective service was not applicable to Japanese Aiiiericsns "beWeen dune, 19^2 
and January He added that since casualty notices go directly to the families
at the centers or to evacuee families who have relocated and do not come through 
IffiA channels, it is "believed that some casualty notices were missed, and that the 
total num"be:r received by evacuees in the centers up to August 3丄 may be 10 or 20 
percent higher than the 139 reported,

1 (over)



Relocation centers receive their casualty telegrams in much the same 
are received in thousands of American tovjns and homes, No week passes wi七hout a 
military memorial service at orxe of the centers, usually sponsored ̂ by the Parent- 
Soldier group of the center's USO organization and 'by the center Community Council

A  typical service for the soldier dead may starb with a prayer "by a. 3uddhist 
priest and mass singing of the nStar Spangled Banner,n with the service ending 
perhaps with a 'benediction in Japanese, delivered "by a Christian minister, and 
with nTapstt "by Boy Scout "buglers* The speeches are translated into Japanese, or 
English*
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More than 400 Japanese Americans leave Relocation Centers on indefinite leave 
each week to work and live in widely scattered iimerican towns, cities and rural 
communities, Director Dillon S« Myer of the War Relocation Authority today reported 
to Acting Secretary of the Interior Abe Fortas<i

Hie figure for the four^week period ending Autust 26 was 1,717, bringing -the 
total number of relocated persons to 3〇>572, the WHA compilation shov/edf About 
^),100 evacuees remain in the ei^it relocation centers, including most of the older 
people and the very young childr^i*

uQae of the most heartening developments in recent weeks," Myer said, ,!is 
the growing n\imber of Japanese Americans who are invited by American coramunities 
to share their work opportunities* These invitations* usually are ex­
tended Uirou^i WRA Helocation Officers, assigned in principal cities to the job of 
helping the evacuees make their adjustment to new surroundings#

nApproximately three-fourths of the August total left the centers in response 
to these community invitations* remainder were those left to join family 
members already relocated and those vho left to accept specific job offers

In addition to the 3〇#572 persons permanently relocated, a total of 5f^33 are 
outside 12ie centers on seasonalle驭 e working in activities such as canning, beet 
thinning and harvestings Some of these workers will return to the centers^
Others vdll apply for and receive permanent leave status^

The authority directs its major energies into this relocation processt H0ur 
number one job,M Director Hyer said, nis relocating evacuees outside the centers, 
off the g o v e m m m t  liability sheet in communities where they can resume normal 
lives and make a direct contribution to victoryt11

WRA. makes a thorough security check of each evacuee before authorizing his 
departure from the center.

The n-umber of indefinite leaves granted during the August period from each of 
tiie centers follows! Central Utah (Utah) 15〇> Coloraio River (Ariz) 3 2 5 Gila 
River (/iriz) 298f Granada (Colo) 200, Heart Mountain (ityo)180., Manzanar (Calif)
70, Minidoka (Id^ho)155, Rohwer (Ajrtc》 339.

編 綿 漏 ##
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Washington^ D* C*

JAPMESEW^mCAHS PERFOHM m L L  VSD m  n m

WITH THE FI?1H AIOfY, I!3Wr*_4 2 Qeri〇ans of «ai nAtion«ditl^# et^»olflaiy 
those of Jâ mnese anoeatr^ eau b« proud of th« fighting qimXltles displayed 
by on- J&pan參s0_Ais»ricitn unit in  it s  f ir s t  battle vlth  tbs Geriim ezieu  ̂ on th«
Fifth Aray fi*cmt in Italy*

Dhited S ta te s  s o ld ie r s  o f  Japanese d»so«tit# mttaehed to  *Uie 34th "Red 
B id !1* In fu n try  D ivision^ came through th # ir  i n i t i a l  ocsitaots w ith  the «neifly 
in  veteran  s t y l « f obserTers agreed*

Consoltted to  th s ir  f i r s t  aotion  e a r ly  in  tha morning, the Jap«zi68«*
American vo lu n teers 切 ok p a r t  in  the g re a t  F if th  Army drive  irhich pu8h.d th«
Grermftii le g io n s  n o r t lm rd  tcmard P isa  and F loren ce* tlioy went wov©r the topw 
in  th® v ic in i t y  〇f  Suvereto «ad B elv«d#re*

G en erally  c red ited  w ith  k i l l in g  th® f i r t t  In a l  i s  P r iv a te  F i r s t  C la ss  
Yoshio ^Blaold®^ l&keaioto o f  Bwa, Oahu# te r r i to r y  ©f Hawaii# W hil* on advance 
patrox xese them an hour a f t e r  going In to  a e tlo n f th i s  Americazi so ld ie r  w ith  
Japanese fe a tu re s  was ftboxit to  j\unp 〇T«r an ir r lg a t io a i  d lteh  when a  German 
r o *«  up to  bayonet him* Atitom atleally^ P riyatd  Takemoto ohot from h is  h ip a 
Id s  f i r s t  shot k il l lz ig  the N asi so ld ie r  in s ta n t ly *  the Kruut juxopdd
out o f  the bushes^ I  ju s t  aiiot—*thatf s  aXX» I t  ir&8 o ith er  him or im t aad I  
s t i l l  favor a y ie lf#  That was a  c lo se  share and h is  bayonet d id n *t  look  too 
izivittxig,** the Japanese Aioerican 701unteer to  the 442nd Coznbat team r e c a l le d *
7h« dead Germauis oamouflage. color uniform gftve him ftw&y as a cniper*

▲ o t s  o f  heroism  and IndiTldim l b;r&v«;ry among the F if th  A rs^ *s J 孰pRn«se_ 
Aisericans were ziiuaarous* H«re are  80206 in stazieest

!Ehor6 was a  Broiming autom atic rifle ioan  vho in s i s t e d  cm reiaalning be­
hind to  cover urithdrairal o f  h is  compfinions to  s a fe ty ,  s a c r i f ic in g  h is  l i f e  
in  order th a t  h i t  buddies sdgh t escape*

A m ortar gunner s e t  up h is  mortar in  the fac e  o f  p o in t*b lan k  German 
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e  «nd t r i « d  to  Imack th© eaemy out b efo re  they got h is  pinned- 
down comrades* He f i r e d  tiro rounds b u t was k i l le d  before  he eould f i r e  a  
th ird *

A rifX essxi w ith h is  stomfteh h a l f  blown &w&y# smoking h is  l a s t  o ig ftre tte # 
ordered the sied ical a id  xq̂ l to  talkie care o f others who eould use th o ir  help 
b e t t e r |  h is  buddies w i l l  never fo rg e t  h is  wCarry h a lf- fh o u t«d # a s  h« waTed 
fa re ire ll  to them*

fKe men w itii the Bed Cross b rassard s^  the eompany medics^ were the unan l* 
mous s e le c t io n s  fo r  outstanding heroes in  tho eyes o f th e ir  o f f i c e r s  and oompaaiems* 
!ftro former S a l t  Lake C ity • Utah, r e s id « i t a  ty p ify  th© work don® by th e 寥e in tre p id  
non-combatants* P r im te  F i r s t  C lass  TAdao S a k o ,144 Wost F i r s t  South, though 
ordered to  remnin in  th© re ar  to  n d n ifte r  to th ose  brought baede to  him fo r  f i r s t  
a id ,  crep t out over f i f t y  ymrd« o f open f i e l d  in  the fac e  o f  «neay a r t i l l e r y ,  mor­
ta r  # smohindgun^ and r i f l e  f i r e  to  render a id  to  ft so ld ie r  apim rently beyond a l l



help# 细  dragged th i s  btkdly iromded eompanion to  the s a fe ty  o f  proteotixig 
bushes^ wher® he d ressed  h is  in ju r ie s  a s  b e s t  he eouXd» Hi $ pa t i  amt w il l  
l iv e  now* P r iv a te  Sako was employed by the Utah Copper 〇omp91ly  a s  an a id  
man before  h© voltm teered*

Sergeant A kira ^Ike11 Hasaoka^ form erly o f  216 Seoaud A renv i» 0 S a lt .
L&ke C ity , rep eated ly  r isk e d  h is  l i f e  in  the fa c e  o f  heavy ©n«ay f i r e  in  
craw ling out to  rescue and a id  sev era l men wounded in  s ig h t o f  Germans«
He inqproYised l i t t e r 8 out o f  f i e ld  ja c k e ts  and s h i r t s • G« l a t e r  supervised  
th e ir  evacim tion with a  c a lm e ss  th a t  in sp ire d  both th© in  lured and th »  
f ig h tin g  men around him* Sergeant Masaoka has fou r 'brothers in  the IM ited 
S ta te s  Army, three o f  whom are  w ith  him in  the F i f th  Arm y^s Japan©a©*iA3aerlean 
442nd Combat Team* Pri^mte B«n, P riv a te  F i r s t  C la ss  la d , and Corporal Mikei 
th® other^ P riv a te  Hank i s  In CAmp A dairf Oregon* A ll  a re  T olu n teers*

Japanese«4fflerioan so ld ie r s  d o n 't leave  th e ir  in ju red  F ifth  Army com­
rad es behind# They carry  th e ir  wounded w ith  them, o ften  a t  tiie r i s k  o f  th e ir  
own liv e s#  On© oompany eossaixider t o ld  o f  the J&panese-»Aiaerican vho had both 
le g s  o f f  and «hrapn©l in  h is  back* H is buddies c&rriod and dragged
him flv© m iles through some o f th® h e av ie st  enemy f i r e  in  th® se c to r  to  a  
f i r s t  a id  s ta t io n *

O ff ic e r *  estiiaftted th a t  th « ir  v ario u s u n its  hiked from f i f t y  to s^Tenty 
s d le « ,  in  flan ld n g  and other m〇T«Ji»iit8, in  l e s s  than four day s* Some groups 
averaged tro-and-one—h a l f  hours o f  s leep  n ig h tly  during th a t  p erio d * Many 
went wildiout food fo r  over a day and o ften  a  canteen o f w ater had to  l a s t  more 
than 24 hours*

The dust on the roads was so o p p re ss ire , whan they vere  luoky enough 
to  walk altm g ro&ds# th a t  P r iv a to  F i r s t  Cl龜 s s  FrtLnk Wftda was prompted to 
rem rict wI t  was worse than the du st storms w© used to  have a t  Poston#11

Fostcoa i s  a  re lo c a tio n  center on an Indian reser^m tion on 13xe edg« o f 
the Arizona d e se r t  and i s  used fo r  people o f Jaixuiese Ancestry who have been 
re lo c a te d * Hi« w ife , Je an , i s  r t i l l  th e re * They *ir® o r ig in a l ly  from Redlandt 
C a lifo rn ia#

A former used car salesman in  P a ia 4 Maui# Hawaii, before  h is  induct!cai# 
Corporal Masaru Okamoto could only say* *1 f e e l  about l ik e  a  ®ouritain g o a t , 
walking up and dcjfwn h i l l s  and iaountains, making our own paths most o f th© time

P riv a te  Frank S « to , a p ro fe ss io n a l box«r o f Wilmington, C a lifo r n ia ,  
b efo re  being moir®d to  th6 «J«roia0 r❼location , cen ter in  A rkansas, thought h« 
f e l t  wlik© a  mol©, always d igg ln  i n * w In h is  f i r s t  tiro days o f fro n tlin e  
iiction * h© T»a8 pinned down one© fo r  a e rm  and a h a l f  hours and m ce  fo r  an 
hour and ft h a l f ,  n ot to  mentioii nuaerous other occ&sions when h® * h i t  th© 
d i r t  and began d igging l ik e  the d e v il * w

Th© lament o f  Priirate Sh iro  Nagasako* Nuuaaa S tre e t *  Honolulu* Oahu#
ro v e a ls  another sid e  o f the F i f th  Army oampaigpL* nI fve g o t two w ars to  f ig h t j  
one a g a in s t  Je r r y  and one a g a in s t  bugs th a t  e a t you a l iv e *  I  don*t knew whieh 
i s  w orse#w



Despite th© men’s own evaluation of t h d r  exist❿nce* the officers of 
the Japanese* American 442hd Infantry Eegiment hinre nothing but praise for the 
men in tiieir eommand#

Lieutenant ^olonel J« M* Hanley, Mandan and BissiArek, Nor^h Dalcota, 
saidi ^They did oil# hall of a fin« job* Jou1!! only ezp^ot veteran troopa 
to do what our green s»n did* What impressed me most was their coolness 
tmd«r fir© and their business-like attitude no m t t e r  "wiiat 'tti# clrexmuitAnces* 
I fm  proud to b« on© of th©m*B

Major Jack  B* Conley, o f Wailuku, Maui, Hawaii# another F if th  Arm^ 
o f f ic e r  Bummed up h is  sentim ents th u s* ^Ihey cazqs up to  a l l  the «xpeota» 
t io n s  I  had wh«i I  T o lm teered  to  eerre  w ith t h i s  o u t f i t # *  Major Conley 
was w ith  HawmljL 瓦 戴 !■ Guaz*d* Slany o f  the boys who played foo'tbftll 
fo r  him when he ooached a t  Maui high school And a lso  n«ny irtio worked fo r  
hiai whan he was the superintffiadwat o f  氟 sugar p lan ta tio n  a r«  now serving 
— r him.

Another Islander, Major Emmett !»• 0*Conner, 1235 Center Street, Hano_ 
lulu, Hawaii, had this to sayt **1 kaow that they were good, but not this 
good* They acted like veterans* We*re proud of th©m*w Major 0*Conner, a 
44211d officer, was ft meniber of th® Military Governor*s Office when he askad 
to serve with this Japanese-American Comb&t team#

Lieutenant Bert N* Nishimura, Lihue# Kaui^ Hawaii 4 troop eoimnftnder 
of the Hawaiian contingent on their Towage from Territory to the main** 
land over a year ago for training, observedi wTher© was no panic m d e r  fire# 
They reacted...inftinetiveiy to their training* as att««ted to by the few cats- 
ualties sustained during their baptism of fire*tt in officer -with the 299th 
Infantry at the time of th© attaok on Pearl Harbor, he once taught school at 
F&hftla# Hawaii*

Captain Thoms E* Crowley, 5023 West 25rd Street, Chicago, Illinoi*, 
eould caaly say* ^My men were magnifioent# They are soldiers In the best 
JkmerieBa tradition

Captain Thomas W# Akins# another company eoinm«nd®rf 4005 Purdue Street, 
Dallas, Texas, added* w5hey got the acid test iaa. their first battle* Every 
msn was on his own* Th«y came out of it in tplesided s h a p e C a p t a i n  Akins* 
coBipany was ambushed and practically surrounded* German artillery, nsortar# 
nm〇hin®gun, rifle, and t«nk fire couldn*t produce panic among th®m»

Meirtenant Colonel Ernest V ， Murphy, Jr*, Eugene, Oregon, an of£!• 
cial observer for another divisicaa, paid tribute to the Fifth Army* s Japaneae- 
American fighting wThey*r© top noteh soldiers* They*re very adaptable*
I understand th&t as a m i t  they hare an© of the high❼st jUit©113Lg«nce ratings 
in the army and I c&n well believe it* Most iispressive to job was the faet 
that no on© complained regardless of th« situation• fh«y just did their job# 
Many of oiip officers think you folks have the best outfit in the and asany
of us would like to commsoid a imlt like this*9

Though the men endured lauoh in their first Tb氯 ttlef they irere e丨g©r to 
retrum for iaore« Typical eoiment, as expressed by Private First Class Hirai,



who traded  h is  conHaercial a r t i s t  p a in t  brush fo r  a  r i f l© A was# nlhey gara  us 
h®ll th a t  t i 職 i le t*s t  g ive  i t  baek to  .om doiflbi❼ th ig  Pri*vmte H ira i
was & former S e a tt le  •  .Wa■翥hingtan^ i r t i a t  nfho im s moved to  .th# ISlnidokii r®lo«* 
cation  c o lte r  in  Idaho*

wT e ll  th© fo lk s  baek home th a t w e*re a l l  r ig h t *  Nothing can stop  u s*
W© * ill do .our job  • I  p er8011a l ly  go in g tto  see to i t  th a t  wy b roth er i s  &Tezig«d
s&id P riv a te  Mfts&iohi Sft*fco4 & o lerk  in  the Lftw&i  ̂ Kaui# County B u ild in g before  
h® volu n teered , vowed a s  he f e l l  back in to  l in e  to  move up again  to  th© jfrozit：# 
P riv a te  8 a to f e b ro th er. S t a f f  Sergeant Shuklchi, was k i l le d  during th «  F i f th  
Anay*1 £ c ro ssin g  o f  the V oltu m o* Another b ro th er, Sergean t Hifcrry Shukichi, i s  
w ith him now in  the same eon^at m i t *
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m JFm m m t o f m  in m a te
ha»  m j ic k n m  A x im m n
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糍想 饱 B H F 想 AKHT4 咖 $ i d l放ti欲uaitl春ら《0p*elAn3r
thot« of ftned«iry# o«n b# proud of fighting dl«pl«y#4
by on« JH|MM»e«sAia»3*ieftn tmit in Itt first idth th» ^«rsaui «n«s^r on tb«
_  _  _  i n聊 ゞ :忍 響 ’̂ ^ ' 、 ； :飄 ’娜 _

Stat#« i〇ldi*r« df Japannae «ittiu>h«d to th« 94th
BixH* tn fm try  eum tlurough th«lr Initial e«atmett with th« «a«a^
In styl«t dbttdrwri «^re«d*

C〇Bsiltt»d th«ir t ir v t  ^ k rly 1m thi mraing# th» Jkpai&«s«*
kmri<am volmtettra took pftrt in ihm Fifth Arâ r 4riY« irtiieh pu«h«d tht
G r̂amxi Xeglocis zi^rtlomrd to»*rd Fisa ft&4 Flomioe# w«at **owr 1̂0 top11

歉 涵 で 纖 邏 必 :
0ca«nkliy er«<iit«4 with kllliiig tht flrit Hatl is Private Flrit €la«t 

To^iio NBlaoki«,v isalcvmeito of 1w a # 0«klm# terrlteiy of H«n«di« m
patrol l«s« Ham. «〇 hm t after going 111to ae1ient 1 M s  Ataerleaxi soldier with 
^t^nzuimi f«At«r«« nae About to jiâ p < m r  m  irrlgatim ditî i «h«ei & G r̂msa.
x*c»t• 哪  tn hi»« 嫌 Prlvftt# fi^eaotd ait0t fr細 hlflt hip參
hit fir«t «hot k U U a ^  th» nasi toldi«r th« Kraut Jte^ed
«ttt of the Imsb•搴身 2 ^oct fl̂ ot<*_thatf 馨 ft31« It urns •lth»r him or m t I 
•till HftTor a close »h«m «n4 hi« bayonet did&ft look too
isivitlxig#,1 th« Japanese Aswri^si T〇l\mt«er to 44%id Cosdmt r«e«lX«d»

二 = = = : ：: — I
Am ritm ia were mssmroti** B»r» mn» 9&m int^xie««i

was a  BroKning mutramtlo rlfl«sim who m reminini; b«»
hind to eeror withdnaml離f 〇〇网_331如* to 雛!*■句f# 典#rifloixig his lif響
in 0rd«r tlmt M s  buddies ««c»p«»

A m riM r gmner yp hie ssertftr in tbn f»e« of polnt«*l>X«nk Q^mm  
Artillery flr« «nd tried to Imoek before they got hj.« plxm«d«»
do«m eomrftdei* H« flr«d roixidt but waui Idllsd h» eould firm  A
third*

A rlfl̂ attei hi* etom^i half blowa «P^y* aiaoking his last
6rd攀2*.d th# avdiefl^ aid 斑en to tmk« eftr« of oth*r» wh繆 oould ui« 1h<dr help
b#tt«r| bis buddi«« will n«v«r ferg«t bit nCmrry m nt kalf«>^otst«d9 «9 b* «wr9d 

to th^su

the M n  vlth th« H«d Cross brfts«ftrd*# eos^tny isedlas^ w«r« the tttuml*
您oti霉 S0ieetion8 fejr outttunidiag h9r9e馨la ^0 搴you of Hi痛ir offie«r0 d〇̂_s)10at.
tiro forsK>r Salt lsk» Clt^# Btah# r«sid«nt< ^plfy tha work d0n« hy th«ce intar̂ jpî  

Prlvat« Flrtt CXa«» Tadao ^ c o 9 X44 W#«t First iouth# thotî b 
ord«r»d to rvisadn in tli« rear to 斑Ini 雌t«)* to thc»e« barought bit政 to him f^r Urtt 
tid# ertpt out &rvt fifty ymrdw of opm field la th« fA9〇 of •&#07 artillery mor* 
t«ur9 aa^hiB«gmf and rifle fire to rc»d#r «dd to m »oldl«r *pp«ir«ntXy b#ytmd all



h#Ip# H« dr»gg«d th is  iromdad eoz^aniosi to  the safe ty  o f protAeting
bu«h««, wh*r# h» dr«#«#d hi# in juri© * as b ««t h« could* Hit patiim t w ill 
l iv t  now# FriiNite ^Uco «s^>leyod by t l »  Utah Copper C〇ap«ay a s  an Aid
雜 n before v0l\mt»er«d*

JUdrA formally o f  216 Aymnxudg
iAlw Ĉ Ltŷ  r#peftt«<IIy rl8k#di hi# X if« in th« o f hen^y ojeun̂ * fir<i in 
erttvling out s^coue «oad a id  9«v«r«l im  in o f G»rM »*«
B0 ix^r$nri««d U trter• ⑽ t  o f n . l d  jKicdptts 被d rta， . B . l A t . r  •u ^ rr l0 9 d
their with a oulmaes is«p lr«d  both th# lnjur#d «nd the
flghtlsig swa arouad him* $#rg««nt Mataok* has fo \r  brother* In th»
蘑 t a te  審 在 • 伽 抑  of who斑  a r «  w ith  him in  th# F i f th  A ri^ U  J きpexie9e*4xi^i 嫌 n 
44Snd Cosibmt T««mt F r iv a t«  B«n^ Frivftt#  F l r « t  C la ss  ftad Corporal 
th » o th «rt f t r lw t#  I to k  i »  in  Cssasp A 6 m ir$ O r^gm * A ll  i^ e  v o lim tee rs*

dWip9mmm»^mBriam  s o ld ia r s  doaaf t  le a w  th e ir  la^ur#^ f i f t h  A rta f ooia» 
ra d « s  behind* Th«y c arry  t h t i r  woimded w ith  o f tm  At tfe« r l « k  o f  t l ie ir  
<jim Xlir#8ft 0&• c»>Mmd#r t@X<l o f  Jft|»CQQL#ii««*AB»rl< t̂i who had botJbi
l e g *  blo«m d f f  a«id «h r«|si6 l In h is  tmek* H it buddies c a rr ie d  esid dragged 
him i lv n  a& l«s ^ysroi^ti B<mm o f  Him  hemvi®«t Hr@ in  the s « e te r  to  a
H r * t

O ffl0# rt •stl^att«4  that their imriou薦 如 i t s  hik»d fro斑 to
B dl.o , in fliziklng 勘 d other _ r e 脚 nt8# In 1088 他 an fmtr d町 * « Some groups 
averAged hours of «le«p ^twring that periods Many
mmnt without f)aod for &vmr «. d^y «nd o ttm  m eastern of water had to l a s t  laor# 
thftn 塞4 hour“

dust m  th« roads w«t« »〇 opprvtsl^ji whm th«̂ r w s *0 Xuoky 
to iralk ro«d*# that Frivat# l̂ irtt Clmss fWHak ̂ n«ls wa* pros^pt«d to
r#rawrk* ''It w&e v o tm  the dust nmd to itftvo at Feston***

Fett(si i t  a  r«Xeoatioti e«sit«r m  m  Indian rem rrtLtim  on ttie tdg« o f 
th# 知 i s 韻 纛 細 se r t  妨 d i .  u••禮 fe r  o f 戴210eirtfy vh.o hami Î Nm
reloeftted# HI* w if«# J9«nt i *  s t i l l  th»r»# f!s«y itr# earlglnidly fro m  ledlttn4A 
Califom iA *

A fo rm r  used oar mlesnaan l»  Mru1# Hawaii, before h i« Induetioa,
Cxarport^X M»»ani Ok*aoto oouXd <ml^ m yt **1 f# e l  Abotxt Xilcs ft momtft411 
fndkl&g tip and ddvm h i l l s  *nd ax»如 t id n s • 雄 king 0切 r 〇»& path麝 城 ) o f  the t d _ . w

Privat# Frank S«to , a profe8*icm«il beac»r o f C u llfw n ia,
tMifore b«i»g  m r»d to  tbm  J « r〇jae relocatioa cm ter ^rkata»«i8t tbot^ht h$ 
f # l t  ^Xlke a  alimyt dlggSm ia » ,1 1m hl« f i r s t  tvro o f frontXis#
龜费 tlcKi* h6 «ft8 plained dcm oro« for «nd 龜 h«af hours «oad aao癱 fo r  cm
hour ftad 瓤 n o t to  SMmtlaa n tm ro u s other oeeiL籌ion s wh和a bo " h i t  th嫌

d i r t  «ad  b0：r«a d ig g lag  lik© th » d « v i l * w

The Xftasut o f  Friyatft S h ire  Huuaaa S t r « e t A BmoluX«i# 0«hu#
r r re ft l • 肋  other sdd« &f th « F i f th  Ars^r 级 u  g o t two w ar* to  f ig h t f
mm a g a ia * t  J^ r r y  and me a g a in s t  b«g« th a t  you rnliv®* I  d〇n * t  knew tihleh 
i  8 ， 0 ! * • • •  H J



D «*plt0 the E»n*8 own evaluation of th eir «xi0t<mce# the o ff ic e r *  o f 
th« AmmrieKBi 44&id la fa a try  Eegimwnt hftve nothing bttt pmis® fo r t^o
麵 n l a  tli«4r 抑 麵

Lleut«a«iit voIm«X J«  H# H«nl9yt Man^an and BlnaRjrok# D«kotft#
s& i 禮 3 於 嫌 y  did  hoU  o f  瓢 ；fin 籲 ■ 扣 b ， Jou^d otiXy v # t # rB$i tsroops
to do our gr«#n mm did . lh at i^ r « « s « d  m  most wcie th «lr e〇oln«9S 
如 d«]* H r• 肋  d t如 i i • 切itiii0t«_nkx» Attitude n<i 應  t te r  th« oirm ai«t*aeese
Pm  proud te  b• 衡# 虹 tHesu_

m jo r  Aek B# OomI«y# of Wmiluku, Haulf BXMii# Anot)M>r F ifth  Ars^r 
〇m 〇«r  avmmd ^  h it wmtlmmtw th\i«* "Sli^y mssm up to  d l l  th« «xp«et*«> 
tdm8 I had frbffia 2 T〇lwit#cr«d 切  eerw  id 你 德 ic  o u tf it皤*  Major C^aley 
was with H«awdli Sftti©a»l Guourd« 116112r o f t̂eh# boys iriho pltty«d fo o tb sll 
t& t  h i s  wh^n h# ooAc^uid >1s Msul h£g^i s^hooX usd flkl<o saftay wiKrk^di JTor 
hi雄 沾 峨  h# im» etipw int«ad«it 0f  •  sugar pi雄 ta tio a  fcr« new serving 
wid«r hl%»

Another I*lan d «r, Major B w »tt L« 0*C〇rm«r, 1236 Center S tree t, Haao« 
XtiXu# hftd th is to sAjrt **1 knoir thAt th#y w#r« ^oodf btit iso% 'tbit
S00^* »et#d like  w te r tn i*  W#fr«  pro滅  ©f % }!•»♦ • Mitjor Ol C〇Km«i,t *
44&id o f f ic e r ,im *  a member of th# M ilitary 〇«9em orf « Office iriam h« ae3c»d 
to eerv© with th ie Japcd3#8«-^Am@ri<^xi Combat t@aau

B«rt H* Hishimara, Llhuef Kmti$ troop eojasa&ad r̂
o f the ?I«waii«n «0nting«nt osn their vo®ag« froa th« !2®rritory to th« 
l«ad  ovor a year ago fe r  training：,  observed! wat no p«oie mder f ir « #
fh«y re&eted la « t ia c t iv « ly  to th^ir train in g, ab a tt««ted  to by tm  «a0»  
u a lt i# *  su «t»la0d d\a*iag t l » i r  bfcptim of t i r e * 91 Aa o ffio^r with tb» S99th 
Inflteitlfy' ft% %%xs0 ,of ĥi9 nt'lA.itk gbi H&fbiMr* ho oneir cehGMOiX A'fe

H m d i «

Captain fhom * B# Crowley^ S02S We*t 23rd S treet, Chio«go# X lllr io lt# 
oould cnly myt % v mm wen» iaa©aifie«at» the^ sure so ldlerc in th» b«»t 
Asserioan tirmditioa*1*

Thoraais W* ik in « # another om^any e<m ftnd«r# 4006 Purdu© $ tr # « t# 
D aU atf fexa## addedt wm #y got th# * 〇id  t « » t  l a  t h « lr  f i r * t  b a t t le *  lT «ry  
tm n m tv  m  h i t  own* e*a© out ©f i t  i s  棚 如 d *h a p « *” C»pt«da A ldns*
eoapiziy im t tmbush»d and p r a e t io a l ly  «urro«iia®d# Q eram i m ^ iX le ry A m s r iM t§ 
inft〇hlB#gisit r l f l 6 # suad t sa k  f i r #  ooul^a*^  |̂ c*ô it2<$0 pttzile ftisesag

CoilosieX ^pne*t T* D* UvBrphy$ ^T»$ Bug«»©# 〇r#gon,. aa 
c ia l observur for another d iv ision , paid tribute to the F ifth  Ar«y«« Japanese* 
Am rlem  figh ting mmt B,Ri«y*r« top noteh so ld ie rs* rery adftptftbl««
I  under«t«ad a*  m\»it th *y  have m e o f h lgh^rt iaitUig*nee rating*
in the ftftagf snd I o^a well b#Xl0V6 i%* Mofil; Xtspt^sni^ni to wb w &b 

tl»t ao oa« ¢0呼 lain着d r®g»rd3L❹s 纏 o f  th« « l t i m i o u  H »y  jurfc did t lw ir  jo b * 
SI«r|P o f  ©ur ❶f f i ⑽す搴 thinlc you fo lk 霣 h rr« th« t»©8t o u t f i t  i a  访 ® 戴?1^  如禮 a *ay  
o f  u» vould l ik e  to  eoiOTnd a xrdt l i k «  t h i s # *  *

m»«gh tha tarn «adumd Much in th#ip f l r » t  b a ttle  # th«y n»r« eag«r to 
return for iaor«# Typieal ©om«at, a« expressed P rlw te  F ir« t  Clftss E3ta1#



traA«Mi 〇〇挪n®rei龜1 arti-t p^iat bma瞟h for ft irlfl®摩抓*靡 猶 芯 c m  u籌
h ell thftt t l s e i  le t» «  giy© i t  bsok to  »em doxO)l« th i« tiia©*11 PriTmt# H lrai 
m # ft former Beattl©, lR»hingt»nf a r t l « t  m s  mcrewl to the Mnidoka r « lo «  
(Atiosi em t^r in Idaho*

^•Xl th» folks baok home that all ri^it# i Nothlas 〇*» ««•
W««iX do our job. I’斑 par霱031aliy goiagtto ■⑽ to it thait 艰  brother is errmg#d, 
i^ld Friva.t3e Masftiohi Sato,* n olerk la th# XjaBal, Eaul# Building b9for#
l» volmti^red靡 vowed as h« ba<sk into U»# 切 issow 邱龜giia to freat. 
Fr；hrat« Sato* 8 brother, Staff S«rg««nt 5hiiki«hi# wi» k m © d  如ring th« fifth 
Array1® erosslne of th# Yoltomo« Mother broth^r^ Iftrrv Shukicshi# Is
with him 1101r 111 1̂ ie same eoislmt 12311%«

PASSED FOR m S llC k n m  BT HM*I> PSBS8 CEKS<m
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2he Navy flier hvmting e n m ^  targets in J^iilippine waters will spot Japar^ase 
warships faster because he first learned their outlines through ship models made 
"by Japanese American craftsmen in a WRA. teloc^tion center in the U» S, A,

Young Anericans, with Japanese names .and faces, "built nearly 800 models of 
Japanese, German and American ships for the Navy in the ^aip model shop at the 
G-ila River relocation center' at levers, 4riz.» the War Relocation Authority said 
today* .

Ihe value of the miniature is estifaated at $25>000 in monetary terras*
Ihey are considered of inestijjia^l© IT?1 1 1 teaching new Havy personnel attending 
ship identification training classes* tis® cfearacteristies of ships of various 
types and nations* JExcept for ^ie worl^ was done at no cost to the Havy,
the W A  reports.

2he pocket-size coionterparts of World War XI varships rar]ge in size from two 
inches to two feet* Jhe fleet, fashioned from poplar, scrap pine and tin cans, 
included small replicas of the German battleship Tirpitz, the G-erman cruiser p r m z  
Sugen, the German destroyer Kbln, a number of su'bmarines and many PT "boats.

One of the scale model Prinz Eugens was presented to Mrs, Roosevelt, when she
visited the center, as a gift to 体 e President. One of two special jobs, a seyeii-

foot fully operative miniature of the Cruiser Cleveland was placed on display in a 
Haval laboratory in New York Cityf Jhe other special imdertaking valued at $1200 
was an eight-foot replica of the U.S,S. South Dakota, m t h  all parts operative 
ai)〇ve the waterline*

One particular order called for two-foot long precision miniatures of a 
number of models of Japanese ^iips* Chese, scaled down to exact detail and valued 
at $60 each, were produced at the rate of U〇 a month,

Ihe shipyard, started with 12 youths, grew into a shop employing 70 Japanese
Americans and adopted assembly line mettio&s in spite of a« shor七age of ipachinery,

tools and materials*

Kost of the craftsinen now have relocated in ilastbm states, the W A  said* and 
nearly all of them are working in furniture factories, toy factories* machins shops 
and drafting rooms as a result of their training in the relocation center ship 
model shop. The shop was closed doi^ vhen it completed all Havy requests for 
models.

P.H, 7U600



.■' m  m b c m o ^  ^ h b o b i t y ; _ ■ .. •
■ •. v...ソぃ • .--V...•.•ハ..’:....--たへ：.rビ.，..： •そ•'ぐ ...'
Adviaace Release • ' - i - ： . '-r ; ^ ：： ■；：；' •.•• 
SCMDAT, O C T O B m  22, X9Ui+'W：; .

Five'.hundred and fifty ^ericaa* institutions of hi^aer learning have en­
rolled nearly p,000/Japanese' Meric^n students in the past two and. a half years, 
comprising almost all yoijsng Evacuees'formerly in relocation and assembly 
centers #10 wanted college training, the nar Relocation Authority reported, today.

Oiie current enrollment is spprbxiinately 2,500, about evenly divided "between 
men and vonien. Since selective service for Nisei was reinstituted in January of 
this year, the percentage of male students has declined stiarply. Many of the 
men, v i h o ' h a v e  gone to college, went from the relocation centers into the 
Arni^ as volunteers and inductees, the WRA said, v»hile others later interrupted 
their college studies to enter military service along with of their class­
mates. •

Ihe Japanese American college group on Decenfcer 7, 19^-1 totaled 2,300 Nisei 
registered in 7k colleges-and "universities in California, Oregon and Washington 
and about 200 in colleges .elsewhere in the coimtry. ^Svacuation from the West 
Coast in the spring and suraner of 19^2 virtually griped out the enrollment there, 
leaving only the 200 Nisei students in colleges east of the Sierra Nevadas.

Ihrou^i relocation to canpuses awa^- from the Pacific states, the college 
population of Japanese .American students now has cliiabed "back to the level exist­
ing at the time of Pearl Harbor, in spite of military inductions of students, 
annual graduations and other departxsres from colleges. The most striking change, 
the 1a/EA pointed out, is that the His6i are now stu<3ying in the classrooms of 550 
universities, colleges and hospi七al nursing schools scattered thrau^i -̂6 states.

Bach year about 400 6f the 2,000 students 此〇 graduate-from th? hi schools 
at the eigtit relocation centers leave to enter college. Since May 1 college 
applicants among these graduates have "been accepted *by naore ：'than X50 different 
institutions, WRA reportedf •‘ - し J..V.

'.ン ...••■■•へ.、--..--'...
Evacuation geneyaliy s七rained individual finaiicial resources,, vit]a the 

result that a relatively high percentage of the evacuee students have worked for 
"board ana room after classes.- • provides no furies to aid evacuee students, 
but various church grcn^p豸，vrorking with the Nsitional Japanese ■American Student 
Relocation Council, during the past t w  years have donated'more thgn $.-120^000 
toward tuition scholarships, Siis sujn has "been used for scholarships and, grants

(over)



recommended, by the Council, ■wilos© purpose is J,to assist in the relocation of 
students 此 o have "been evacuated from West Coast war zones and who wish to con­
tinue their studies on the college or university level.11

Tbe Council, conposed of a nnraber of miversity and college presidents and 
deans, and representatives of denominational, youth and educational "bodies, is 
headed by John W, Nason, president of Swarthmore College. lk)TDert Gordon Sproul, 
president of the University of California aid still chairman of the West Coast 
Connnittee of the organization, was one of its original sponsors.

Acceptance of the Nisei the colleges and -fey' student bodies has. been ex~ 
celXent, the Council has informed the l̂ RA, It reported that there are curren ly 
more than 20 Hxsei students each at the Universities of HelDrasfea, Wisconsin, 
Minnesota, Utah, ancL Oincinnati and at Denver and Temple Jniversities,

Other outstanding schools with Hisei students are Harvard, Tale, .Cornell and 
Colmibia. The di^trilDution has ^een so wide that five isvthe average number of 

Japanese AiiBrican students at any. one institution. •

In a letter to the Oounoil, the registrar of the University, 6f Nebraska 

wrote: .

， have on th$ caucus our usual quota of うQ Japsnesf Ameri巧  ”uだ 士  ゴ

are very h^jpy about, their l)eing permitted to Td6 in attendance at
tion* We have never, regretted the decisions vdiich were mado at the outset oi tn

war to opon our doors to tjass© worthy young psopl©.1*

' • A  recent letter.from Carleton College, Northfield, Minn., stated:

^ o r  the past two years we he^e averaged 12 or 13 J^anese students on the 
campus each year and have, found them loyal, good-students, °
the comnanity. l̂ xe local chs^ter of the American Legion joins ^  ^  ^
in a Comnmity Dinner in vliich all foreign students, i n c l u d i n g . the «Js$>anese* ar

honored.n *

Dick Miyagawa," certain of the 19UU boxing te.am at the Pnif  ^
sin, has since "been inducted into the Bnlistea： Hegerye Corps along with .thre

■his Nisei classmates^ . ' ；̂.

At Bard College of Columbia University, Jim Itinosbita received 

in all courses last year and conducted a senior Pro4ect ■
^xich is teing considered, fat pu-blieation. A  former president of the
lD〇dy and of its Commmity Coimcil, he is back at B$rd this year as an instructor.

Hattie Kawahara entered M b m t  Holyoke College in South Hadley, Mass, last 
year at mid-term, as a senior, fifteen hours of work ratiri^A earned her a 
•tuition scholarship vhich she accepted for graduate work m  political scienc

this year.



Lillian Ota, \̂ ao now holds a graduate fellowship in history at Yale Univer­
sity, competed for five scholarships last year at Wellesley College in Massa­
chusetts , and won all five.

Massko Ono, vho was president of the honor society at IDrake University last 
year, is attending the tjnxversity of Michigan on a four-year Barbour scholarship.

A  long list of college offices to which Nisei were elected *by their fellow 
students, the liCBA said, includes 19U3-W4- student "body presidencies at OlDerlin, 
Dakota Wesleyan, Bard and Haverfard. •

Naomi Uakano , graduate student at the^University of Penn^rlvania, was presi­
dent of the women's student government last year, Toyoko Hayashi was voted the 
"most charming girlf, at Mary Hardin Baylor College in Texas.

2!he Tuni)Xeweed, yearbook at Dakota Wesleyan, lists Oliver Takaichi from the 
Heart I'foTontain relocation center at Hunt, Idaho, as the year's ^ i l d  Bill Hickok, 
elective title on that canpus recognizing scholarship, personality and participa­
tion in scliool activities.

P.H. 7^6^46 3
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IVom Attu to Kwsgalein and Burina in the Pacific war and from Salerno to 
Livorno in Italy, the battle record of AirBrican soldiers of Japanese ancestry is 
told in ^isei in Uniform,,f an illustrated pamphlet issued today "by the War Relo­
cation Authority in collaboration with the War Department.

Ihe achievements of Nisei with Merrill^ Marauders in Burma only recently 
have iDeen coming to the ¥RA. said, too late for more than a "brief reference
in the publication. News of Japanese i\merican participation in the .campaign in . 
France also was announced after the publication vrent to press. く-’

,!Every race and nation from \vhich our population is drawn," the publication 
states, is represented aniong the young Americans who are fixating side by side to 
overthrow the Axis powers. Men of German ancestry have "been helping to smash the 
German Nazis; men of Italian descent have participated in the stru^le to drive 
the Axis forces from Italy; men •v̂ iose parents came from Japan are showing that 
devotion to America and gallantry in action are not determined "by the color of 
the skin.M

Pictures aid text tell the "battlefield and canp 七raining stories of the 
UUSnd combat team, and the 100th infantry "battalion ^ i c h  is united with it, two 
organizations manned by Japanese Americans. In Italy the 1300 memoers of the 
100th have "been awarded more then 1,000 Purple Hearts and a Presidential citation. 
Ninety per cent of the men in the UU2nd have won combat infantrymen's badges in 
action, and others have received Purple Hearts and other "battle awards.

Articles and. photographs also record the exploits of individual Nisei 
assigned to scattered units, including soine in the Arn^y Air forces, and in 
infantry organizations that fougjat in the Marshall Islands, the Aleutians and 
Burma. A  Nisei paratrooper and Hisei Wacs also are featured. Many of the 
soldiers and Wacs once were in relocation centers.

,fNo publication can do full justice to the heroism of Joe Nisei,n Director 
Dillon S. Myer of the War Relocation Aathority said. He is giving a splendid 
account of himself faster than anyone can record it,M

GIs of Japanese ancestry were in America’s fi達Lt from the "beginning，the 
pamphlet shows in its account of the 100th infantry battalionTs first experience 
at Pearl Harbor. One Nisei soldier was killed "by Tokyo's attack on December 7.
The next day, two Nisei soldiers assisted in capturing the first Japanese

(over)



prisoner of the war, the operator of a one-man submarine yiich had grounded.on a 
reef off Oahu. Another Japanese American, led a detachment of soldiers which cap­
tured a J印  anese flyer 破i〇 landed on the island of Niihiau and terrorized the 
natives until he was seized.

P.N. 74897 2
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From Attu to KwajaXein and Burma in the Pacific war and from Salerno to 
Livorno in Italy, the battle record of American soldiers of Japanese ancestry is 
told in ^isei in Uniform,u an il3.ustrated pamphlet issued tod^- "by the ¥ar Relo­
cation Authority lh collaboration with the War Department.

11ie achievements of Hisei vath Merrillfs Marauders in Burma only recently 
have iDeen coining to li^at, the IfWA said, too late for more than a brief reference 
in the publication. News of Japanese American participation in the campaign in . 
France also was announced after the publication went to press.

MBveiy race and nation from \^tdch our population is drawn，n the publication 
states, is represented among the yoimg Americans who are fighting side "by side to 
overthrow the Axis powers. Men of German ancestry have "been helping to smash the 
German Nazis; men of Italian descent have participated in the struggle to drive 
the Axis forces from Italy; men \Aiose parents came from Japan are showing that 
devotion to America and gallantry in action are not determined "by the color of 
the skin.ff

Pictures and text tell the "battlefield and canp training stories of the 
UU.2nd coiribat team，and the 100th infantry "battalion ^ i c h  is united, with it, two 
organizations manned "by Japanese Americans. In Italy the 1300 memoers of the 
100th hscT'e "been awarded 1110re than 1,000 Purple Hearts and a Presidential citation. 
Ninety per cent of the men in the UU2nd have won combat infantrymen's badges in 
action, and others have received F-arole Hearts and other "battle awards.

Articles and photogrsphs also record the exploits of individual Nisei 
assigned to scattered units, including some in the Arny Air forces, and in 
infantry organizations that fought in the Marshall Islands, the Aleutians and 
Burma. A Nisei paratrooper and Hisei Wacs also are featured. Many of the 
soldiers and Wacs once were in relocation centers,

f,No publication can do f\ill justice to the heroism of Joe Nisei, M Director 
Dillon S. Myer of the War Relocation Aathority said. He is giving a splendid 
account of himself faster than anyone can record it . 11

G-Is of Japanese ancestry were in America^ from the iDeginni-ng, the
pamphlet shows in its account of the XOOth infantry "battalion's first experience 
at Pearl Hartor. One Nisei soldier was killed 'by Tokyo1 s attack on December 7.
The next day, two Nisei soldiers assisted in capturing the first Japanese

(over)



prisoner of the war, the op§rator of a one-man submarine ^ i c h  had grounded on a 
reef off Oahu, Another Japanese American led a detachment of soldiers v^iich c^>- 
tured a J^anese flyer landed on the* island of Niihsu and terrorized the 
natives until he was seized.

P.N. 7U897 2
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VJlder and more even distriUrtion of Japanese American evacuees in relation to 
total population throughout the Ihited States has developed, with relocated families 
and individuals now reported in U7 out of the U8 states and the District of 
Colujnbia, the War Relocation Authority of the IDepartment of the Interior said today.

Eleven states have absorbed more than $00 relocated persons each. Illinois 
with 8,085 evacuees resettled among its 7,897,000 residents heads the Xist, Chica- 
go has 6,593 "but in proportion to the U» 500,000 residents in its metropolitan area 
(19U0 census) 3oas a lower ratio of relocatees than seme smaller cities listed "by 
W A .

Q2ae numlDer of relocated persons given for each of the next 10 states, and the 
locality with the greatest numlDer in each, follow:

Colorado, 3»352; 33enver, 1,516 
Ohio, 2,599； Cleveland,1,6111 
Utah, 2,lk6i Salt Lake City, 878 
Michigan, 2 , 1 2 1 ; Detroit, 9U0 
Idaho, 1,639； Caldwell, 200 
Minnesota, 1,396; Minneapolis, 876 
JJew York, 1,289； New York City,1,051 
Washington, 91U； Spokane, 602 
Missouri, 650? St. louis, 231 
New Jersey, 555； Bridgeton, UU3

Foi^r states are near the 500 mark. Oregon has U98, Nebraska, U9U» Wisconsin, 
U77 and Montana, 11.68.

!The based it日 analysis •upon a compila/bion showing the distribution of 
29,7U0 civilian evacuees, two-thirds of them citizens, reporting addresses as of 
November 15 from U7 states. Althoi^h no evacuee reported an address in South 
Carolina it isknaA^n there are Japanese Americans there who were not on the West 
Coast at the time of exclusion and therefore -were not subject to evacuation and 
the relocation program.

Departures to restricted sections of Ari2〇na» California, Oregon and Washing­
ton are under special permit issued by the Western Itefense Command,. l/fflA. said»

re set tiers, some in. family groups and some relocated as individuals, are 
reported living in 267 cities and towns scattered over the country. In addition, 
isolated cases in the 29»7U〇 total have reported from rural and semi-rural areas 
too numerous to "be included in the \fB A  compilatioji,-

rihe 21111.6 Americans of Japanese ancestry who left relocation centers to enter 
the ■Army as volunteers and inductees are not included in tiie Nov • 丄う report, be­
cause they are at military camps and installations in various parts of the country, 
and on fighting fronts in IVance, Italy, the Pacific and Burmaf

(Attached is a copy of the WRA report listing 267 丄ocalities〇

P.N. 75297



Oregon
J amieson 
Klamath Falls 
Malheur 
Nyssa 
Ontario 
Valo 

Utah
Brigham City
ClQGrfield
Corinno
Gnrland
Grouse Crook
Honoyville
Layton
Milford
Murrr>y
Ogdon
Farowan
Prcvo
Roy
Salt Lnko City 
Sandy 
Smithfield 
Spanish Fork 

• Springvillo 
Tromonton 
Willard 

Washington 
Door Perk 
Opportunity 

.Pasco 
Pullman 
Spokcne

Walla
Wfctnlng (West Part) 

Koromoror 
Rock Springs

Arizona 
Glondale 
Mesa 
Phoonix 

Calii'crniG 
Los ingolos 

Idaho
Blackfoot
Bcisu
Burley
Ccldwoll
Emmott i
Filor
Idcihc Falls
JorcinQ
Nampa
Payotto
Pocatello
Preston
Rexburg
Rupert
Sugar City
Twin Falls
t/oisar

Montanci (float Part) 
But to 
Chinook 
Ccrvalli3 
Glasgow 
Grant Falls 
Havro 
Malta 
Missculn 
Stcjvgnsvillo 
Yflfiitofish

Nevada
Cnrson City
Ely
Pic c ho
Rono
I'/ooks

Distribution S

FIHITE LEAVES BY ARUA 
i^miinontliLy Report 

38
hirember 15,19-44.

War Relocation Authority 
Washington, D, C #
Relocation Planning Division

Note: Number of evacuees on indefinite leave by state and principal city 
compiled from Departure, Arrival/l, or Change of Address Cards received 
from persons who have left center rn indefinite leave with the exception 
Of those interned, institiutionalized, repatriated^ #r wfeo have entered 
the Armed Forces. Departures to restricted sections of Arizona, Califcrnia, 
pregon, and T；ashington are under special permit issued by the Western Defense 
Oomraand.
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^ o s t u m j ^ n s ^ j r e a  Cont^LiSiiS 1,603

Colorado 3,352 Iowa 435
Ault 21 Dcycmport 23
Blanca 23 Des Moines 253
Boulder 176 Dubuque 11
Brighten 98 Milford 9
Colorado Springs 79 Pella 13
Gr〇v；ley 30 Kansas 122
Denver 1},516 Baldwin City 10
Fort Collins 17 Fort Riley 9
Fort Lupton 79 Garden City U
Grand Junction 136 Kansas City 19
Greeley 80 Lawrence 13
Henderson 87 Meade 12
Keenesburg 124. Winfield 1-4
taraar u Missouri 650
Littleton 4〇 Chesterfield 8
Long! lent 厶2 Clayton 31
Pierce H Excelsior Springs 33
PXatteville 19 Kansas City 184.
Pueblo 30 Kirkwood 13
Rocky Ford 70 St* Louis 231
Trinidad 2U Webster G i t v：；.-, 21
Weston 15 Nebraska (East Part) 371

Montana (East Part) 1 1 1 Boys To?m 13
Bigtimber 2 Cozad 59
Billings Grand Island 17
Glendive 10 Hastings ん
Hardin 26 Lincoln 81
Lodge Grass 5 Omaha 159

Nebraska (West Part) 123 South Dakota (East Part) 25
Kimball $2 Huron 5
Minatare 3 Mitchell 10
Mitchell 20 Wessingtr'n Springs 2
North Platte 11

Nev Mexico P North Central Area 10,179
Albuquerque 28
Gallup 11 Illinois 8,085
Santa Fe 5 Barrington 35

Ii〇rth Dakota (West Part) 1 Chicago 6,593
South Dakota (ivest Part) 11 Des Plaines A7

Belle Frurche U Elgin 2A
Nisiand 2 Elmhurst 21
Vale 1 Evanston 107

Wyoming (East Part) 423 Flrssmoor 13
Casper 19 Glencoe 28

-v Cheyenne 35 Highland Park U2
Cody 4.0 Joliet 13
Laramie :185 Libertyville 15
P〇\r〇ll 39. Marengo 27
Riverton 15 Melrose Psrk uu
Sheridan 5 Naperville 32
V* he at land K Oek P&rk 奶
VJrrland 12 Palatine 12
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AlabGraa « 
Arkansas

Little Rr〇k 
Firride 
Garrgic 

V/hite 〇r：k 
Lr'uisir.nci 

AlQxandria 
Mississippi 

Hattiesburg 
Cnmp Sholby 

Okl?ihrnia 
Enid
Frrt Sill 
Frnc^i City 
Tulsa

South Crrolinc 
Tonnessoe 

Knrxvillo 
Madison 
Ncshvillc 

Texas
Abilene 
Austin 

,Cypruss 
Dellas 
El Pasc 
Galvestrn

Michigan (Upper Peninsula) ■ 0
Minnos^tA ： 1,396

Frrt Snplling 18
Hopkins 6
Mankntn 19
Minnocprlis 876

13
NrrthficXd 12
Rr Chester 51
Sr.int Paul 235
Sevrro" 34
Shr.krpeG 22
Soringfiold 1
V-ay2：：tr. 19

North DrJerta (E-st Part) 13
Bism/-；rck 5
Fnrgc ■ -6

Wisconsin /77
Burlingtrn 9 ‘
Kunosho 27
Madison 99
Milwr.ukc^o 278

oat Lakes Arhn

Kentucky 27
Frrt Thomas 5
^ilmrro 9

Michigan (^owor Ponisuic.) 2,121
Ann Arbrr 4-̂ 4*
Battle Cr^ok 18
Berrion Springs H
Birmingham 13
Blrrmfiold Jills 27
Detroit 940
Fr；rmingtrn 13
F t . Gustor 1
Grasse Printe 53
Highland Pnrk 26

Illinois (Crnf d * ) - 
Rcckfrrd 
Wheatcn 
17innetka 

Indiana
Fort Woyne
Gary
Hammond
Indicinaprlis
N<^rth Judscn
Richmond'
South Bend

幽 ^

Raiamazco 
Lansing 
Menroe
紙 • 以 饥 め 如

Royal Oak 
Saginaw

Nev/, York (fast Pert) 
Buffalo 

Ohio
Chagrin Falls 
Cincinnati 
Cleveland 
Clovolond Heights 
Columbus '
Dv.ftrn 
Lekowrod 
Oberlin 

Shnker Hoibhts 
Tolode
Yellri? Springs 

Pennsylvania (West Prrt) 
F/est Virginia

48
15
22
54
12：
9

27

17

1,641
29

* 68 
97 
31 
12
U  
84- 
23

U5

2,599

southern Aran-**1****** »*» ■»«»•一 咳--1 _ • 3A3

4

12
S

17
60
31
0

27
159

21
7 
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10
7
 
6
 

0

10
2

10
7
 

6
 

9

6
 

3

0
 

0

8o2

153
29
4.5
19
28
21
76
S

7

11



Connecticut 
Bridgeport 
Hartfrrd 
Middletown 
Hev; Haven 

Maine
Massr.chuGetts 

Brst^n 
Brr^kline 
Cambridge 
Chic广pee Fells 
Ner/tcn Center 
Ncrthhcjnptrn 
Springfield 

Net? Hampshire 
Hhrde Islrnd 
Vermont

Other

irea;

Pennsylvania (Best Part) 
Philadelphia 262
SFnrthmrre 2o

Virginia

New England .Area

Hrnrlulu, T. H.
Melbrurne, Australia
New Delhi, India
St. Thrmcs. Virgin Islands

>ruthern Area (CentTd«,i

Texos (Crnt'd.)
Minerol Wells 
San iintrnic

tiddle Atlnntic .Area

Del酸  re
District cf Crlumbia 
M^ryl;*：nd 

Ashtrn 
Bfiltimf'-re 
College Pr.rk 

He^ Jersey 
Bridgeton 
Madisrn 
Mrrrestrvrn 
Passaic

Nerr Yrrk (Eost Part) 
New Y^rk City 
North Chili 
HrChester 
Syracuse 

Nrrth Crr^liria 
Chcndler 
Misenheimer 
Swannan^r.

] J  Use rf Arrival Grrd Discontinued February:16,194-4J Change f'f Address Cf：rd new 
used tr report arrival at first destinctirn.

Srurcei F^rms > -14^^ -14.BA, -14BC,
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DEPARTMENT ⑪F TME HNTERII⑪ 取

INFORMA丁ION SERVICE

w a r  m n o m o B  m m o u m

For Helease AM!s THURSDAT, N0V5MBER 23,19^-.1^. *

Heavy fixating on the Western front in Europe has accounted for 88 recent 
Japanes© American casualties, including 20 killed in action and 68 wounded, reported 
within the last 10 days to parents or next of kin living at relocation centers, 
the War Relocation -Authority of the Department of the Interior said today.

Casualties in France, added to those in Italy and. the South Pacific, TDring 
the total to 69 M-sei killed,187 wo\anded and six missing, "WBA reported in a com­
pilation based on individual War Department notices received at the centers.

Dillon S. Kyer, VIKA Director, said that the actual total of battle losses 
Japanese Americans from the mainland is larger than the agency^ compilation 

of 262 casualty notices. He explained that more than one-third of the evacuees 
have relocated from the centers to outside conununities, and that several thousand 
persons of Japanese ancestry, vfco lived outside the West Coast restricted, area 
prior to the evacuation order have never been in a center. "WEA has no means of 
recording casualties among these families,

f?Issei mothers and fathers at the centers, "born in J a p a n M r .  Myer said,
,rhave received word of sons killed in action, or vrounded, with the same courage 
showi "by parents elsewhere in the comtry have made the same sacrifice. It 
is a common loss in the coinmon American cause.n

One young Nisei vdfe, speaking for her Xssei parents and her i^epanese Ameri­
can "brothers and sisters, wrote to the WRA director of the death of her soldier 
husband in these wotdsJ

loss of Kiy husband is great to m© and to thos© who knew and loved him, 
"but we take comfort in the knowledge that he was a real American and. a good 
soldier, 11

Among those reported missing in action on the Western front was Ptc. Jou 
Okitsu, former student of Brawley (Calif.) Junior College, who received the Purple 
Heart and the "bronze medal for wounds and gallantry in the fixating in Italy. 
Dkitsu left his father a,t the Colorado River relocation center, Foston, Ariz.

One of the 68 recently wounded, in France was ^fc. Siegp Qaiiroyama, son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Kihachi Shimoyam^, who were evacuated from their home at Kent, Wash., 
to the Minidoka Relocation Center at Hunt, Idaho. He has three sisters in WAC 

uni I or ms .

Of the 13,000 Nisei who have teen inducted into the Arny, 2,lU6 entered as 
volunteers or selectees from relocation centers, latest VJEA statistics show. *Ihe 
others were Japanese Americans from Hawaii and from Nisei in the United States 
vho had left-.the States or were never subject to the evacuation.

Lynn - 8838 or 2U90
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腿EPA取T孤E N T ⑪F THE INTERS⑪取

JNFORA^ATION SERVICE

WAB KELOCAT10N  AUTHORITY

For Release AFEER 9;00 A.M.，（E . H . )  M _ A I ， 1)琴 !M M R  1 8， 1 9 _ .

Secretary of the Interior Harold L. Ickes today issued, the following state­
ment ；

The Western Defense Command:f'sr-̂ cl7ion' in TBv*〇i〇 ng：'the blanket exclusion orders 
for persons of Japanese ancestry on the Pacific Coast means, in its simplest terms, 
that the War Relocation Authority will immediately eypand its relocation program to 
cover the entire country including the West Coast. It most definitely does not 
mean that there wi丄丄 be a hasty mass movement of all evacuees back into the coastal 
area. The War Helocation Authority will continue and intensify its efforts to 
relocate in parts of the United States other than, the West Coast, those loyal and 
law-abiding persons of Japanese ancestry who axe willing to particinate in this 
program. It will also aid those who prefer to eyercise their legal and moral right 
to return to the West Coast.

Hie persons idio are-'eiigiDle for relocation or return to the West Coast have 
been found "by the Army authorities to be loyal citizens or law-abiding aliens.
They are entitled to their full constitutional and legal rights, and. perhaps to 
something more than ordinary consxdlera.tion because thejr have really suffered as a 
direct result of the v/ar. In a real sense, these people, too, were drafted "by 
their country. They were uorooted from their homes and substantially deprived of 
an oiDportunity to lead a normal' life. They are casualties of v/ar.

It is the responsibility of every Anerican worthy of citizenship in this great 
Nation to do everything that he can to make easier the return to normal life of 
these peoDle v̂ io have l^een cleared "by the Army authorities. ^  our conduct towards 
them we will te juaぎed by all of the ueorde of the world，

エ call upon state and local officials throughout the country and esi3ecially on 
the West Coast, and on public and private agencies to assist in the enurmous task 
of returning these pecfple to ordinary community life. I believe that the response 
will be enthusiastic and. wholehearted. And I T>articularly hope that we may see 
veterans1 organizations like the American Legion and church and welfare groups in 
the fore-front of those who will consider it their resDonsibxlity to aid these 
people, and by so doing, to show their devotion to the ■American principles of 
charity， justice and democracy.

All the evidence available at the relocs,tion centers indicates that the major­
ity of the evacuee residents ha.ve not yet finally decided whether to return to their 
former homes or relocate else^Aihere, and that most of those who eventually elec七.to 
go tack m i l  need considersljle time in making necessary arrangements "before they can 
actually leave the centers. The War Relocation Authority is now formulating de­
tailed. plans for keeping the westward relocation movement on a gradual, orderly and 
systematic "basis.



People of Japanese ancestry, both at the relocation centers a11d elsewhere who 
have been found eligible by the Vies tern Defense Command for residence in the West 
Coast area are of course free to go back at any time* However} only those whose 
specific plans for resettlement in the evacuated area .are approved by vWA v^ill be 
eligible for travel assistance which the Authority now extends to those relocating 
in other parts of the country. This includes the payment of rail or b_as fare to 
the point of relocation and 七:ransportation .of personal properties s11ch as household 
furnishings* Since most of the evacuees, at the relocation centers have had little 
opportunity to accumulate savings over the past two and a half years, they will 
doubtless need such assistance# Only a few evacuees therefore are expected to 
leave the centers, either for the VJest Coast or any other destination, without first 
having their plans checked and approved by wKA*

In view of the fact that the evacuees virere removed from their homes in 19-42 
by governmental order, the War Relocation Authority wi3J_ make assistance available 
七o those evacuees， both at the centers and previously relocated^ who now have ur- 
geri七 reasons and sound plans for returning 七d the West Coast area* Simultaneously, 
hov;ever? t-he Authority will, continue and intensify its efforts to relocate evacuees 
in other sections of the country* One of the major WRrv aims, from the beginning, 
has been to encourage the m d e s t  possible dispersal of evacuees throughout the 
Nation, and this will continue as a prijne objective during the final phase of the- 

program*

Of the 110,000 people, of Japanese descent originally evacuated, more than 
35j〇〇〇 have now relocated under VJPA procedures outside the West Coast'area. This 
includes nearly 7〇 per* cent of the American citizen evacuees beyond 七lie age .of—17 
who have been eligible for relocation^ and also takes in nearly 2^5〇〇 Japanese 
Americans who have been indue七ed into the Army of the United States from relocation 
centers• The great majority of the 3 5 ^〇〇〇 relocated e\racuees have become satis­
factorily adjusted in their new locations and will probably want to stay where they 
are• Many of them, in fact, will do\ibtless now make arrangements for having their 
parents and other family members still at the centers come out ana rejoin them at 
their new homes*

Since the mass exclusion orders have been revoked and the great ma.j〇rity of 
evacuees are free to establish residence anyv^hers in the United States, the War 
Relocation Authority will now wc;rk toward an early' liquidation of the relocation 
centers which were established originally for the temporary raaintenance of a dis­
located people. No center will be closed in less than six months, but it is an­
ticipated that all v^ill be closed within a year• P'unds have been provided, to the 
Federal Security Agency for public a,ssistance through state and local welfare 
agencies for those evacuees who are incapable of ssli—support*

As the War Relocation Authority enters the final phase of its program, its 
iiTunediate aims, as always, will be to restore the loyal and law-abiding evacuees 
of Japanese descent to a norma.1 American environment, to relieve local manpower 
shortages, and to cut dovvn Gcvemment expenditures for the maintenance of a ais- 
placed segment of 七he populatdoru Its long-range objective v;ill be to bring about 
a better economic adjustment and a more satisfactory nation-wide distriDution of 
a minority group which v̂ as doubtless too heavily concentrated before the war in 
one particular section of the country#

P . N . 103701 2



For Release TO PM»s OF WEENSSDAY, DECEMBER 2 0 , 1 9 U  W

Secretary of the Interior Harold L* エekes expressed a belief today that most 
of the 33 >〇〇〇 Japanese American and Japanese alien civilians who have relocated 
•bhroughout the country nwill choose of their own accord■七 o reniairi in their present 

locations,n

nThey will wan七 to stay on their v âr jobs and to make the most of their new 
opportunities among friends and neighbors," he said*

Secretary Ickes made his prediction in a statement announcing that resettlement 
of those still in war relocation centers nv;ill be carried on with greater intensity- 
in the weeks and months aheaa»M

The Secretary also comirien'ded both the evacuees vho had left the centers to re­
locate an* the civic-minded individuals and organizations in hundreds of communities 
that have aided them to begin new livest Evacuees have resettled in 4-7 States and 
the District of Columbia, with none reporting to date from South Carolina, Those 
returning in past months to the exclusion area comprising California and parts of 
Oregon, Washington and Arizona, have done so under military permits issued by the 
Western Defense Command,

He said that, in addition to the 33,000 v.ho have left war relocation centers 
since 1942 七o v/ork in cities, towns and rural areas throughout the country， 2 ,5 0 0  
other Japanese Americans went from WRA projec七s into active Army service* More than 
one-third of these were volunteers,

"The civilian relocatees have been contributing fully to successful prosecution 
of the war," the Secretary said* nThey have worked hard at v；ar production jobs and 
in related war supporting employment♦ Nany of them have sons, husband ana brothers 
in the Army, and some of these young American soldiers have "been ki丄led in action or 
wounded in battle. Loyal to American ideals, the., relocated evacuees have joined in 
bond drives, blood donor and salvage campaigns, and in general community activities* 
Many hundreds of localities have come to know them as good neighbors, proud of their 
new home towns*

MIn my opinion those who havs relocated deserve praise for undertaking new 
lives, often far from their original homes and sometimes under difficult financial 
circumstances. The Department of the Interior and the War Relocation Authority have 
attempted to give them all the-assistance possible. We have be'en aided immeasurably 
by loca丄 ci-Tic minded citizensp and by many religious, "business, labor, welfare and 
veterans organisations throughout the country,

"Resettlement of those in the centers to all parts of the country will be car­
ried on v;ith greater intensity in the weeks and months ahead. It will "take place in 
an orderly manner and with the objectives In mind that the evacuees shall relocate 
wherever they wish, and v/here they can find the best opportunity to lead happy, 
useful lives

P,N. 75875
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DEPARTMENT ⑪ IF THE ENTEIRII⑪ 骑

INFORMATION SERVICE

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

For Immediate Release to th&
PM*s of FRIDAY, EECEMBER 2 9 , 1 9 U  W*

The following message was released by Secretary of "the Interior Harold L*
Ickes today to all American soldiers of Japanese ancestrjr：

!I have gained deep satisfaction, which mast have come to you as well, from 
the announcenent by the Western Defense Command that the West- Coast mass exclusion 
orders have been lifted# This action is a well-earned recognition of the loyalty
which the great majority* of evacuee people of Japanese descents have displayed :|ji
the severest test that any group of Americans has ever had to face* It is a.vi〒-
tory of faith in the principXes of rea.X Americanism, and of unriinching patrictism 
which has been so well fexemplified by thousands of valian'fc American soldiers, from 
the mainlajid and Hawaii, v^iose parents came from Japan» You have fashioned a 
magnificent record of service t-o your country* All good j\uiericaris are proud of 

you.

W T h e  removal of "the .esclusion orders forecasts an end of .the need "to provide 
the refuge of* the relocation centers for thousands of loyal and law-abiding.people

who are now free to live v^ierever they desire to'make their homes in the United
S ta te s • It i s  for "their own b est in te re sts , and for 也 e in te re sts  of a+1 Americans
of Japanese descent, that they should leave the centers as sooin as possible# I 
am fully aware that departing from the centers will involve difficult readjustments 
for some people, but they will be given ample time to make them and the War Relo­
cation Authority will continue to give all of the assistance that- it has previously 
given# Federal and state welfare agencies will aid families that need special 

help..

n ̂ This message is addressed to you with full confidence ■bha.'fc you will continue 
to enlarge upon the splendid record of America*s righting Nisei, which has been 
so effective in demonstrating that Americanism is not a matter of race or ancestry, 
and in winning the respect of all good Americans for their loyal fellow-countrymen 
of Japanese descent* ェ send to you my wishes for your safe return home, and for a
future in America endowed v/ith the happiness that you have so well earned.,n

P.N. 76000





EDEmRTMEMT ⑪F THE IMTERI⑪取

INFORMATION SERVICE

WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

For Release to AMs,
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 2 0 , 1945.

The War Relocation Authority^ proposal to wind up its affairs before the war 
ends, made in that, agency's annual report for the fiscal yea r ending June 3 〇, 
released today, is being translated into action by a 100 per cent increase in re- 
location of Japanese—American evacuees over the past seven months, Secretary of the 
Interior Harolii L. I ekes said.

Secretary Ickes said that in the plan to work itself out of a job as early as 
possible by resettling the 6 0 ,0 0 0 evacuees remaining in its eight relocation 
centers^ the '/{RA will be greatly aided by the recent War Department order which 
permits the great majority of evacuees to settle anyv^iere in the United States. 
Previously the entire group had been excluded from re七u m i n g  to their former homes 
in the Pacific Coast area.

Und.er its Director^ Dillon S. Myer, the WRA became a part of the Department 
of Interior in February 19/4. It is scheduled for liquidation sometime '/dthin the 
next fiscal year and is working to close all relocation centers by January 2 , 1 9 ム6 .

The 19A4- report recorded full scale development of the agency’s relocation 
program. By the end of the fiscal year, almost 17,000 loyal citizens and law- 
abiding aliens had been assisted in leaving the centers and adjusting themselves 
to normal working and living conditions in comimiaities outside the once restricted 
V/est Coast area. Since that date the figure has increased to 3 3 5 0 0 0 civilian 
evacuees who are now relocated in 厶7 states and the District of Columbia, and 
2 55〇0 Japanese Americans who have left WRA centers to join the armed forces.

At the close of the 1944 fiscal year the WRA was actively enlisting the aid 
of outside public and private agencies interested in assisting individual evacuees, 
the report states. WRA aided in the organization of local cooperating committees. 
It also secured an agreement with the Federal Security Agency^ making relocated 
evacuees eligible for assistance under the program for aiding aliens and other 
persons affected by restrictive governmental action during the war. Since June 3 〇5 
this program has been further developed and has become an essential part of relo­
cation.

During the five months following reinstitution 01 Selective Service for Nisei 
in January,194み，the report shows 4.60 draft-age men were inducted from the centers 
into the Enlisted Reserve Corps and an additional194 entered active duty. That 
figure} increased by more than 80〇 volunteers, has grown rapidly since June to the 
present total of ；2,500 men in active service. Parents at the centers and others 
recently relocated have received more than 500 casualty notices, listing dead, 
wounded and missing in every war theater.

Lynn - 2833



During the 194-4- fiscal year thousands of center residents left on seasonal 
leave to work in the sugar beet, potato and long staple cotton fields, and were 
credited with saving priceless war essential crops. Since June 3〇 } permanent 
relocation has substantially reduced this reservoir of available farm labor, and 
now with the lifting of the exclusion orders and announcement of liquidation plans, 
the agency is abandoning seasonal leave entirely in favor of leaves for permanent 
relocation.

Agricultural programs at tne centers produced food crops , poultry and beef 
valued at more than $3 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 during the 12~month period, all of which was con­
sumed by the residents to effect a saving of that amount in center operation. 
Present agricultural plans, embrace planting of spring crops only at the Arizona 
centers at Poston and Rivers, where harvesting can be finished by July 1. Farm 
tracts at other cent-ers will be planted in cover crops where necessary. All farm 
machinery vvill be made available for other use as quickly as rolocation center 
needs for it are reduced.

At the close of the fiscal year WRA was given administrative responsibility 
for operation of an SniGrgency Refugee Shelter at Fort Ontario to'' house nearly 
1,000 war refugees from Southern Europe until they can be returned to their home­
lands . The refugees arrived in August, and have made satisfactory adjustments to 
Shelter 丄;Lfe and activities* The project has been accepted by the American public 
as a gesture of this country^ good will and an indication that the United States 
is assisting the other United Nations in meeting the refugee problem.

X X X
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DEPARTMENT ⑪F TME HNTERI[⑪取

INFORMATION SERVICE

WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

For Release TO PM*s, lEIMY^ M R U A H i ； 23,19^5 W.

More than 500 persons of Japanese ancestry have returned to the West Coast 
since January 2, date on vhich the large majority of the evacuated group were per­
mitted by the Army to return to their homes, Secretary of the Interior I^rolcL L, 
Ickes annotinced today*

War Relocation Authority records, complete through February 17, showed that 
during the same seven-week period more than twice that number followed the 33,000 
who had previously relocated ikstward# An additional 62 left the centers to enter 
active Army service.

The rate of return, the Secretary said, has conformed with the expectations 
of WBA administrators and with the original Tv^M assurajica that it would "be a grad­
ual and orderly process. During the seven weeks a small additional number of 
evacuees, previously relocated in the Jkst and Midwest, left their new homes to re­
turn to the formerly evacuated areas.

Of the 539 who returned west, most of them in family groups, Ul3 went to 
California,1+3 to Washir名ton, 33 to Oregon and 32 to i\rizom.

Three hundred fifty-rtwo of the 1,200 who relocated eastvard went to Illinois, 
120 to Ohio, 85 to New York, 78 to Michigan, 68 to Colorado, and 63 to New Jersey^ 
The remainder , in numbers rangiiig between 2 and 60, went to 2k other states west 
of the Sierra Nevadas*

lf©A reported that those returning West have had a predominantly friendly re­
ception in spite of several isolated instances of threatened boycott and organized 
resistance. A large number of the approximately 60,000 center residents to "be re­
located during the coming 10 months have definite plans and a set date of departure.

Administrators said that the evacuees, backed by the remarkable fightirg record 
of the 13,000 M s e i  soldiers and. the growing strength of organized groins
friendly to their families, are showing no particular hesitancy about returnii^ to 
any area because of unfriendly coinmunity sentiment*

P.N. 77053
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DEPARTMENT ⑪IF T E E  INTERE⑪ 取

INFORMATION SERVICE

WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

For Release to AM»s MONDAY^ 11A.Y 1^,19^5 W,

Twenty=*-f〇ur incidents of violence or open intirndation directed against 
persons of Japanese ancestry returning to California, including 15 shooting 
attacks, one attempted dynamiting, three arson cases and five threatening visits 
have taken place in the past four months, Secretary of the Interior Harold L,
エekes announced today.

The War Relocation Authority reported to the Secretary that its records from 
January through April showed no suspects brought to trial in any of the 15 inci­
dents classified as shooting attempts, all of them occurring in rural areas of 
California.

MIn the absence of vigorous local law enforcement, a pattern of planned 
terrorism by hoodlums has developed," Secretary Ickes said* "It is a matter of 
national concern because this lawless minority, whose actions are condemned by the 
decent citizens who make up an overwhelming majority of West Coast residents, 
seems determined to employ its Nazi storm trooper tactics against loyal Japanese 
Americans and law-abiding Japanese aliens in spite of the state laws and Constitu­
tional safeguards designed to protect the lives and property of all of the people 
of this country*

nWith V-E day achieved and the nation turning its full strength to the defeat 
of Japan, West Coast law enforcement officials must be on their guard to see that 
the terrorists, cloaking themselves in false patriotism, do not attempt new out­
rages against loyal Americans of Japanese ancestry, Many of the evacuees' Nisei 
sons are fighting the Japanese enemy in the Philippines5 at Okinawa and in other 
Pacific combat areas. They are far more the American tradition than the race- 
baiters fighting a private m r  safely at home>H

The fact that none of the evacuees has been hit or suffered physical injury 
in any of the incidents, the Secretary said, proves that nterror is the motive in 
these crimes,n

He added that in some cases shots had been fired into the homes of farm 
families with American service flag stars in the windows.

"The hoodlums grow more desperate in their lawlessness,11 he said, nas some of 
them see that they will not be able to establish an economic beachhead on the 
property of the evacuees they vainly hoped would sell out or run out. In the past 
four weeks about 900 individuals left war relocation centers to return to the West 
Coast while some 1800 relocated eastward. Persons of Japanese ancestry eligible to 
go back to the Pacific states who have homes, farms and other legitimate reasons 
to return, will continue to do so and must be protected*



,fThe shameful spectacle of these incidents of terrorism taking place at the 
back door of the San Francisco conference, now in session to develop means by which 
men of all races can live together in peace, must be ended once and for a l l . I  
believe that an aroused national opinion, rooted in the indignation of fair minded 
Americans throughout the country^ will be a powerful aid to West Coast state and 
local officials charged with bringing the vigilante criminals to justice**1

The only instance in which arrests were made and a trial held was in the case 
listed by WRA. as a dynamiting attonpt. On January 18, shots were fired at Sumio 
Doi and his family at Newcastle in Placer county, Calif•} and one of their farm 
buildings was set on fire by men who also tried vainly to explode nine sticks of
dynamite that had been placed in a nearby shed* Four suspects were arrested and
three tried on charges of illegal use of explosives and arson• The three defendants 
were acquitted by a Placer county jury on April 25 after the defense counsel
pleaded, ,fThis is a white m a n ^  country.,f The fourth man is awaiting trial.

The WRA report covering the period since January 2 when the Army ended mass 
exclusion of the evacuees, to May 1 , was limited to forms of violence and terrorism 
and did.not include Oregon, Washington and California instances of* economic boy- 
cotts and advertising campaigns conducted against Japanese Americans, or vandalism 
and theft of their property®

One of the terror incidents briefly described included several different 
crimes# At San Jose in Santa Clara county late on the night of March 6 shots were 
fired at the home of Joe Takeda by msn who also cut the telephone wires, poured 
gasoline under the house and. nearby sheds and set fire to them» The Takeda family 
of 10 evacuees, aided by a heavy rain, put out the fire. The nightriders slowly 
cruised past the house, driving their car along the highway. 75 feet away. They 
fired one shot on thq first trip and two shots on the fourth trip past the house*
One revolver slug went over the heads of two children on the porch and smashed into 
the bedroom wall#

At Cressy in Merced county, four shots were fired at an honorably discharged 
Nisei veteran, Bob Morimoto^ his wife and two other family members on February 5*
Two shots were fired at them on April 22, Twenty minutes earlier, four shots 
coming from a highpowered rifle of the same calibre as that used, against the 
Morlmotos, were fired into the home of Chiyeko Kishi at nearby Livingston while six 
evacuees were present.

Two soldier sons of the Kishis at Fort Snelling, Minn” wired to Secretary 
Ickes and WBA Director Dillon S. Myer asking protection of the lives and property., 
of thoir family# They were informed that WRA. already had sent an investigator to 
Merced county and had brought the shootings to the attention of Attorney General 
Robert Kenny of California -who assigned a state justice department representative 
to the cases*

Seven shooting attempts have taken place in Merced county, three in Fresno 
county, and one each in Santa Clara, Kern, Madera, Tulare and Los Angeles counties*

After the April 22 shootings against the Morimotos and Kishis, the sixth and 
seventh in Merced county^ 13〇 miles from San Francisco, Sheriff Lucius Cornell was 
editorially criticised for his statement to the press that, nIt!s kind of difficult 
to find a suspect*n

The San Francisco Chronicle declared, Ma sheriff would have to be unconscious 
not to know the backroom resorts where this element g a t h e r s a n d  added that if law



enforcement is not forthcoming in the state and Federal intervention proves 
necessary, MCalifornia wil?*. be known as the state that was unable to prevent out­
rages on the homes of American soldiers

Among the Japanese Americans who were targets for a total of 54 shots from 
riflesv revolvers and si10七guns， death came clovsest to Minoru Ohashi, an honorably 
discharged soldier。 On March 265 while he and his family were being visited at 
their Madera home by his brother-in-law, Cpl* Y. A. Kawamoto} an American soldier 
in uniform and on furlough, five shots were fired into the house. One bullet 
crashed into the wall six inches from Ohashi's heads

One family, the WRA_ report shows, that of T. Andow at Cressy in Merced county 
was shot at three times^ with attacks occurring on the nights of January 23 and 31 
and on A p r i l 1.,

The three arson cases reported occurred in Fresno, Kern and Placer counties•

Five threatening visits were listed, all in California, with two in Fresno 
county and one each in Tulare， San Joaquin and Orange counties• One of the 
examples cited was at Orosi in Tulare county, where on Jan. 22 a group of Orosi 
ranchers and business men appeared and threatened the evacuee owners of a fmxx. 
and vegetable ranch, giving them a set deadline .to leave♦ The evacuees . stuck it 
out and the deadline passed without harm to them, although other evacuees in the 
area were shot at within the next two weeks*

On the map, incidents of terrorism cited in the VJRA. report are spotted 
t through 10 central and southern California counties including Placer, San Joaquin， 

Santa Clara, Merced, Madera5 Fresno, Tulare9 Kern, Los Angeles and Orange*
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DEPARTMENT ⑪F T IE  UNTERK⑪R

INFORMATION SERVICE

WiH EELOCATXOH AUTHORITY

For Release SATURDAY PM*s, MAY 19,1945 W#

American soldiers of Japanese ancestry have "been in the thick of the latest 
fighting against Hir〇hito*s forces according to newspaper evidence recorded in.
”Nisei in The War Against Japan*M a pamphlet issued today Isy the ¥ar Relocation 
Authority, an agency of the Department of the Interior#

The pulDlicatioii was prepared "before recent disclosure of the first instance 
in which a Uisei, T/Sgt, Ben Kuroki, an aerial gunner from Hershey, Neb., helped 
Tdo idId Tokyo in recent B-29 raids# It describes Japanese American participation in 
recent actions on Okinawa and Iwo Jima, and through reproduction of scattered 
newspaper clippings briefly recounts earlier Hesei exploits on Leyte and Luzon, 
the Marshals, Marianas, Guadalcanal, the Aleutians, in Burma and other Pacific 
theaters*

At Iwo Jima the Nisei soldiers who were loaned to the Marines by the Army won 
the praise of such eyewitnesses as Joe Rosenthal, the Associated Press photographe|： 
who made the historic picture of the Marines raising the flag on Mount Suribachi. ^

The work of the Japanese American soldiers assigned to Marine units in earliej* 
"battles, another story in the pamphlet relates, was commended "by the Leathernecks 
In an interview, Marine Lt* RolDert J* Hewell, Chicago, said:

uThey have the respect of the Marines "because they are good American soldiers 
and we realized the risks they are exposed to, in the event that they are captured 
"by the enemy*H

Richard W, Johnson, United Press Pacific correspondent is quoted as saying:

•'I^e seen many Hisei soldiers in action. They do a good job and are very 
popular.r,

Some of the Nisei G-Is cited in the pamphlet are veterans of Iboth European 
and Pacific fighting. In issuing the putilicaticm, V/EA said that stories from new? 
correspondents with the Fifth Army in Italy reported several weeks ago that members 
of the famous 442nd regimental combat team of Japanese Americans hoped that after 
V-E day their outfit would be transferred to the Pacific to fight the Japanese 
enemy.

Server - 2838
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DEPARTMENT ⑪F  THE INTERIOR
INFORMA丁ION SERVICE

WAR 風 OCATION AUTHORITY

5br Release to PM»s THUESDAI, JUNE 21， 1945. W

Nearly half the housing facilities at each of two War Relocation Authority 
projects in Arizona will "be closed by October 1 , Secretary of the Interior iferold 
L. Ickes said today, as a step toward the scheduled January 1 shutdown of all 
eight relocation centers for Japanese Americans.

Units capable of housing 10,000 persons at the Poston center and 5,000 at the 
G-ila River project will be closed by the October 1 deadline, the Secretary announced. 
At the present time relocation of evacuees to communities throughout the United 
States has reduced the number of residents of the two centers "by k〇 per cent, 
leaving 9,872 still at Poston and 8,255 still at Gila River.

¥RA reported that the units to be closed should be depopulated through normal 
relocation "before the October 1 deadline. The date v,as established in conformity 
with the agency* s earlier announcement that no center or unit would be closed with­
out three months* notice to the residents*

Secretary Ickes said that closirg of sections of the Poston and Fivers pro­
jects is an administrative requirement for economical operation and 丄iquidation of 
the WRA prc^ram. A  survey is underway to determine \diich relocation centers will 
be completely shut down prior to January 1 , 19U6, when the last project is sched­
uled. to close. If practicable, liquidation of the projects will be on a staggered 
"basis durirg the last three months of the year, thus spreadiiig the need for trans­
portation of evacuees over as long a period as possible.

X X X
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DEPARTMENT ⑬F TEE EHTE取!!⑪賤

INFORMATION SERVICE

職 風 OCATION AUTHOHITY

For Release to PM*s OF FRIDAY JULY 13,19^5 W,

With Japanese Americans leaving war relocation centers at a rate that reached 
1,丄00 a week during June, Secretary of the Interior Harold. L, Iekes today an­
nounced a schedule for closing the eight projects on successive dates between 
October 15 and December 15,

The centers and the da-tes by which they m i l  be closed follow：

Granada at Amache, Colo., O c t . 15; Central Utah at. Topaz, Utah and 
Minidoka at Hunt, Idaho, N o v , 1 ; Heart Mountain, Wy〇, and Gila River 
at Rivers, Ariz,, N o v . 15; Colorado Hiver at P〇stont Ariz. and 
Manzanar, Calif., D e c . 1， and Eohwer, Ark., D e c . 15.

Plans for disposition of the Tule Lake segregation center at Newell, Calif., 
will "be announced at a later date, the Secretary said, •

The increasing number of evacuees leaving the projects each week, and a rapid 
rise in departures expected in each of the remaining months will depopulate the 
centers "by the scheduled dates, A  partial shutdora will take place on October 1 
at the Poston and Gila River centers in Arizona, where relocation to outside com­
munities throughout the country has reduced the original Japanese American popula­
tion by UO'per cent. Units at Poston and G-ila. River, comprising nearly half the 
housing facilities at those two centers, will "be closed.

There are two major reasons, Secretary Ickes, said, for closing the centers on 
a spaced-out basis ra.ther than cipsing them all on a single date. First, under the 
staggered schedule of closings, War Eeloca,tion Authority will be able to give more 
careful attention to the welfare and financial needs of each relocating family and 
individual. Secondly, the Authority will be able to schedule rail and bus trans­
portation for the departing evacuees more efficiently and thus avoid the develop­
ment of bottlenecks in the relocation movement.
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INFORMATlObl SERVICE

WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY .，

ADVANCE RELEASE: For SUNDAY TAPERS, JULY 15,19-45 W. ::.

S/Sgt# Tatsumi Iwate, a Japanese American infantryman who bears a piece of 
Nazi shrapnel an inch deep"in his brain,.is disappointed becsiuse his friend.
Senchi now-in a Justice Department internment camp after renouncing his American 
citizenship, nhas lost faith,! in his country., the War Relocation Authority.of the , 
Department of Interior reported today, t

"Japan is taking a good solid "beating for her crimeis，’’ Sgt. Iwate told 19- . へ 
year-old Seiichi in a letter made public by WBA. today*

MSh6-knows she is licked but it^11 be some time, before her mil-itarv leaders 
come to their senses if they had any, I wonder what is your opinidri of Japan* 
Because shefs never lost a war till, now she may have a notion that it is a wonder_ 
ful thing* That I think, is one reason why she ntust be utterly ：beaten this time 
•for avlasting peace. There's no peace when one dominates others*,f '八.:

The Nisei sergeant, who was wounded in France last October during the rescue 
of the Texas "Lost Battalion” "by the Japanese—American ムム2nd combat team, informed 
WHA that he has undergone two operations• The shrapnel still remains in his head 
In a wound covered by a silver plate. It "bothers’1 his hearing but otherwise does 
not affect him, he said#

Formerly of Lomita, Calif*, ,Sgt* Iwate, 28, entered service in February 1942  ̂
a month before the evacuation of persons of Japanese ancestry from the West Coast.

In his letter to Seiichi, now legally a Japanese alien awaiting eventual ship­
ment to Japan, the sergeant expressed his surprise and disappointment that the 
internee had taken action to renounce American citizenship and leave the WRA. segre­
gation center at Tule Lake, Newell, Calif, to go to a Justice Departrnent internment* 
camp*

nIt is not my purpose to get in an argument with you concerning your transfer/1 
he said* "エ think I understand your point of view and difficulties• That diffi­
culty however is shared by thousands of Nisei like me in a manner completely dif­
ferent to yours* an American to the last drop of my blood* Being a person of
Japanese descent, I'm aware of discrimination that is practised by people who dare 
not see further than the color of our skin.

’’Several cases of violence against Nisei families on the coast are reported*
It makes me angry to hear that but it also encourages me in my fight for democracy# 
Some of us are wounded, sortie died on the battlefield. They have paid the highest 
price for their ideals which the Nisei haters dare not* I’m one of the wounded*
I have lost some of my best friends in France and Italy^ But I 1 m very proud and 
1*11 continue to fight the enemy of our country be it foreign or domestic. As エ 

have said, I A m e r i c a n  to the last drop of my blood*

Serwer - 2838



As for Seiichi,, Sgt, Iwate wrote： . :

I still remember the triine エ said goodby to your folks before I went overseas•

I*：!! rather disappointed now, though, because you have lost faith in your country»n 

Of his wound and recovery, the war and the future, he said：

MI was wounded in the head on Oct. 2 8 , 194A in Fran.ce. It was. ei务 her., instant 
death or • crippled body* The shrapnel (piece of sh6ll)- 'had penetrated* aboiit .̂n inch
into my brain, and it*'is still there • . エt is. something 孕 .’human, that I :haye

almost completely recovered with little defects on my body* My eg.rs ar〇 still, 
ringing but that's about all» It isn*t my own wound but the loss.of my buddies 

that depresses me* •

^There isn*t much to write about war. It is one crazy experience thiat is
difficult t<〇 understand unless you went through It# I was cheerrul, slap happy,
worried, confused and scared all through the campaigns* During occasional..r^st
periods, we had some fun in towns but it did.nrt help U 3 mucli# There1.s nothing so
wasteful a；s war and all the peoples in the world, especially the veterans, must
establish a better place for their children-in the future#M
■ .. , • • • ' • ； , . へ，， ■• " • • • . * ；

Ready for either duty or discharge after seven months of hospitalization, Sgt«.
Iwate said, f,エ may be washed up as an infantryman but I*m willing to tackl'e any

assignment if they decide to keep me in the Army#n

At present, while on furlough from.Hammond General hospital,. Ixodes to,. Cali’f.

until September 17, he is staying with his uncle Toehikazu Wada, Rt*；1 , Gill, Colo.

P.N. 79/^06 2
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DEPART孤ENT ⑪IF TME BNTE取I⑪賤

INFORMATION SERVICE

WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

For Release to SUNDA.I PAPERS, JULY 22,19^5* W.

The first complete train carrying Japanese Americans homeward bound for 
California will leave the Rohwer (Ark*) war relocation center July 26 with 425 
evacuees aboard, under an arrangement, which Secretary of the Interior, fferold L. 
Ickes said today was in conformity with Office of Defense Transportation regula­
tions •

Nost of those returning to California will make the 2,000 mile trip in the 
train*s seven da3r coaches, arriving about July 3 1 , the Secretary said» Plans 
worked out by the War Relocation Authority under ODT rules will limit use of the 
one tourist sleeper car to the aged and sick# A diner and two baggage cars will 
be included in the train*

Members of about 125 different families including nearly 100 youngsters under 
15 will leave the Arkansas WRA center, cleared by the War Department to return to 
the West Coast* A few of 七he Japanese Americans who plan resettlement in the 
inountain states will leave the train at Pueblo for Denver^ C〇l〇” and at Ogden and 
Salt Lake City, Utah* The others will travel on to California with groups getting 
off at Lodi, Sacramento, Stockton, Fresno and Los Angeles.

Many of the disembarking evacuees will disperse from these communities to 
their homes in smaller town and nearby rural areas. From Lodi onward cars will be 
dropped from the train with only two coaches, the sleeper and one baggage car 
going on to the last stop at Los Angeles*

Secretary Ickes said that like all other rail and bus movements required by 
WRA. for the relocation of Japanese Americans from its eight centers, the five-day 
train trip to California was handled in keeping with wartime transportation needs•

x x x
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DEPARTMENT ⑪F TME KMTERI⑪取

INFORMATION SERVICE

WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

For Release to F Mfs OF TUESDAY, AUGUST 1 , 1945.

Director Dillon S* Myer of the War Relocation Authority was asked today for 
comment on the statement made in Italy by Colonel V. R # Miller5 commanding officer 
of the Japanese American /+42nd Combat Team. Colonel Hiller had protested both to 
Secretary Ickes and Assistant Secretary of War John J* McCloy against the action 
of a VFW post in Spokane, Washington in excluding a wounded former member of the 
Combat Team from membership*

Mr, Myer issued the following statement：

fully concur with Colonel M i l l e r k e e n  indigna七ion over the action taken 
by a minority of members of Post 51 of the Veterans of Foreign Wars in excluding 
Pfc* Richard Naito from membership on the grounds of his ancestry. The great 
majority of Americans and of \rFW members everywhere w i l l , I  feel sure, repudiate 
this act. They will join with Colonel Hiller in insisting that the Japanese 
American soldiers returning from battle and their parents coming home from relo- 
cation celiters irvust be treated with decency and fairness*

" エ ho+pe that the few men responsible for this regrettable piece of discrimi­
nation will consult their own consciences, carefully examine the fighting record 
of Japanese Americans in all theaters, and reconsider their decision in the light 
of well known facts and established American principles. They might, for example ,  
consider the case of Sgt. Ben Kuroki who has flown in 27 bombing missions over 
Japan« Or the case of Private Naito himself--the man whom they regarded as un­
worthy of membership in their organization— the man whose leg was shattered by a 
Nazi bullet on the plains near Pisa. Finally, they might listen to the 458 combat 
veterans from every corner of the United States who are recuperating in the same 
hospi七al with Private Naito and who have publicly deplored his exclusion from the 
membership of Post 51*

MIf the blackballing members of the Post will do these things, with an open 
mind and a healthy respect for the returning American veteran regardless of his 
ancestry, I donlt see how t h e j can fail to follow Colonel Miller^ recommendation 
and. reverse their previous action.**

x x x
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PEPA取T腿ENT ⑪IF . !M E miTERlI⑪取 メ

INFORMATION SERYTT^E

R2B14
For Advance Release SUNDAY PAPERS AbrGU3T 19,19^5-

Motion picture films produced under the supervision of the Bureau of M n e s  
and for by private industrial concerns have brQUght the drama of mineral and
fuel production into the home coinniuiilties of raillions of Americans, many of v;hom 
are far reraoved from the Nationfs mines and .metallurgical plants.

During the past year, more than 8,000, 〇〇〇 persons attended the 95} 000 sepa­
rate showings of Bureau filiuS, Dr. R» K* Sayers, Bureau Director reported to 
Secretarj7- of the Interior Harold !>• Ickes. This vast audience included war 
training and rehabilitation classes, krmy and Navy personnel, engineering and 
scient-ific societies, business organizations, schools, colleges, civic groups and 

other organizations.

Records of attendance and showings kept by the Bureau of Mines reveal that 
during the past two decades—from 1^2^ to 1945'"—i^s filnis were shown on l,2 〇7 ?3 3 8  
occasions to 1 2 3 , 8 7 8 psopl©^ ^ ■fco'ta.l 8qtuivaleri'b t>o the populci'bion of t-he Unit-ed 
Stated in 1930.

In 1944, the Bureau of Mines filiii librar：/ acquired, without cost to the Gover- 
eri m e n t , 1 ,0 7 3 additional reels, bringing, the total to over 1 0 , 000 reels^ of sound 
and silent motion pietures—the largest and most complete collection of its kind 

in the world, Dr. Sayers said.

New sound educational films placed In circulation during the fiscal year end­
ing June 3〇, 1916 were nSand and Flame11, Story of Copper" and 11 The Story of 
Arc Welding"• Several films, Including ^Evclutdon of the Oil Indnstryu, were^ 
extensively revised and brought up "to date* These films, likG other Bureau pic­
tures, are in constant demo-nd and received wide distribution* Directed primarily 
at disseminating kncv； ledge of operations in the mining, metallurgical and other 
mineral industries, the fiins have gone far toward increasing conservation and 
promoting the safety-consciousness of the millions of wcsrkers and supervisory 

officials before whom they have been shown.

In addition to the widespread domestic dist.ribution of the Bureau films, 
numerous pictures have been exhibited in England, Canada, Mexico., Australia,
China, India and the South American courrbries，

The entire cost of producing these filjiis is paid by the mineral and related 
industries, Dr. Sayers said, and since 1916, cooperating industrial, concerns have
co n th b u ted  more than $2 ,25〇,〇〇〇 towards the production of these -

tribution of the pictures is handled by the Bureau of Minest More than b,000 
regular exhibitors are on the B'oreau's circulation list, and many more are 

occasional borrowers.

bhsrinan -





Although the sponsorship of the films is acknowledged, the picture* are free 
of trade marks, trade napes, or other advertising material♦

The Bureau*s pictures have brought t。Tnilliftns persons a keener realiza_ 
tion of the many and complex problems involved in the production and processing 
of oil, copper, lead, nickel, 'iron, aluminum, magnesium, and other raw raateriais 
so urgently needed both in war and peace* Plarvfc supervisors as well as civilian 
ein<i military instructors throughout the country have also found these films help­
ful in the rapid development of* industrial and military skills*

Pictures depicting ,first-aid procedures again led in popularity last year,
Dr* Sa^rers said# The Bureau^ two 16-^millimete^ sound films wFirst Steps in
F ir s t  i i d ” , and "Help Wanted” wera exhibited before audiences to ta lin g  more timn
700,000 persons* Several newer films available f©r d5.stributxon during only niri^ 
months of the past yeai* were also high on the demand list* Included in this group
were ”Airplane3-Their Ketals, Fuels and Lubricants,” nSynthetic Rubber,” and

—a^iesim^Metal from the Sea•” Among the other pictures shown most frequently
during were "Evolirtion of the Oil IndtiLstiy,” “The Power Wi/bhin-^ Story 〇.f* the

Intemal'-Conbustion E n g i n e , ,fAlloy Steels—-A Story of Their Develcppient,f! 
^AliCT.inu'mr^-^ine to !,The Story of a Storage Battery,1* and H Dies el—-Modem
Power

During 'nore than a quarter of a centnr;/ of picture making, H* F # Leopoia, 
Supervising Engineer of the B u r ^ u ^  Hotion Picture section, has represented th« 
Bureau in working out the cooperative agreements for these industrially^subsxdizcd 
films* He not only makes the arran|e?r!ents with the companies and manufacturers,
but also oversees production so "fch© pictures will conform to Bureau standards

and policies and places the fil^s before the Bureau^ board of review for action#

The main distributing center for the films is the Graphic Services Section 
at the Bureau of Mines Central Experiment Station, A.8C0 Forbes Street, Pittsburgh, 
Pa.,, where a complete Xibrar：f of all pictures is naint-ained# 5ut>-distributing 
centers are maintained in IB other states*

No charge is nade for the loan of the filTns, although borrowers are repaired
t>o pay 七r-ansportetion charges "to.and from. t>he distributing centners as well as.for

loss or damage? other than ordinar^r wear and tear, to the films* Ths sound films 
are all in 16-^ 13-lime ter size, but there are silent versions of' some films both 
in 16- and 35-TOillteeter sizes. All requests for film loans should be addressed 
to Pittsburgh〇 •

With the exeeption of certain special instruction films, Bureau of Mines 
pictures are entirely realistic and do not employ professional acting personnels 
To obtain ili*st-hand, authentic pictures of an industrial operation, camera-men 
frequently operate under extremely unfavorable conditions of, terrain and climate*

In the Nation1s rehabilitation centers and veterans* hospitals, Bureau pio- 
turss have been exhibited before thousands of* disabled Ainerican soldiers who have 
recently retuirned frorn jt-he battle fronts of "the world* By providing these men 
with a broad view of the many vocational 〇ppor"bunit.ies in the mineral industries, 
Bureau films have been a valuable aid in accelerating individual readjustments to 
civilian economic life*

At> preserrt, "the Bureau is con'fcernpl-a'tirig "the production of* a series of 上!ps

depicting the niineral industries of many of the Nation*s states, Dr. Sayers said* 
These films will undoubtedly be in demand by educators for showings in the schools 
and colleges throughout t-he Qountry to provide vocat-ional guidance for many young 
Americans planning future careers* •
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©EPARTMIENT ⑪ F TME IMTE取]！⑪ R

INFORMATION SERVICE

WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

For Release to the Hf»s OF TUESDAY, AUGUST 2 1 , 194.5 W.

Pifty-three Yugoslav refugees now housed at the Fort Ontario Emergency 
Refugee Shelter, Oswego, N*Y# will sail August 28 on the Gripsholm to return to 
their homes, Secretary of the Interior Harold L. Iekes announced today.

Members of 24 different families will be in the group, passage for which 
has been arranged by the United Nations Relief and Rehabilitation Administration, 
the Secretary said# Of 14 refugees under 18 years of age who will leave for 
Europe,10 are youngsters "who have had a year of American education in the 
Oswego public schools.

The party ivill leave Fort Ontario on August 23 and spend five days in New 
York City before boarding the Gripsholm, it was said. Private welfare agencies 
plan to provide food, shelter and some entertainment for the Yugoslavs during 
their first and only visit to a large American city.

Secretary Ickes stated that all the refugees are returning voluntarily.
Their departure from the shelter, operated by the War Relocation Authority, 
leaves 918 refugees of 18 different nationalities at Fort Ontario* The refugees 
came to the United States on August 3 , 194-4- under an order of President Roosevelt

Among those going on the Gripsholm to Naples and on to Yugoslavia are at 
least three of Marshall Tito!s Partisan fighters including liirs, Vilma Market,
24，, Sara Montiljo, 20, and David Kabiljo, 34-.

In recounting earlier departures from the shelter, the Secretary said that 
in May a group of 13 Yugoslavs went back to their homeland* In February another 
refugee, Mrs. Elsa Neumann, 6 1 , Austrian, left for South Africa to join her 
children. Ludwig Reis, 6 2 , listed as stateless but formerly a German Jew, left 
August 3 for Montevideo to be admitted to Uruguay as an immigrant； and 七0 live 
there "with his son. He is the first Fort Ontario refugee tc be granted an
immigration visa by any country in the Western hemisphere, IRA records show.

P.N. 79974-
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INFORMATION SERVICE

WAR RELOCATION AUTHOHITY

For Immediate Release：; OCTOBM IB, 19k5»

Ihe War Relocation Authority program for people of Japanese descent at the Tule 
lake Center in northern California will te terminated by February 1 , X9U6, Secretary 
of the Interior Iferold L* Ickes announced today.

With th is  step, the ¥EA v a i l  complete i t s  schedule for liq u id atin g  i t s  opera- 
tions a t the la s t  o丄  the ten centers which established  in  1942'.to s^cconunodSL'te'the 
people Qf Japanese ancestry evacuated by m ilita ry  order from the P a c if ic  Coast_
Two of the centers_Jerom e in  Arkansas and Gramda in  Colorado一 *have already "been
closed. All the others except Tule lake m i l  be closed by December 15 in accordance 
with plans previously announced.

Durir.g the few months of operations still ahead at the Tule Lake center, the

WRA w il l  continue to a s s is t  in  the re lo ca tio n  o f those residents who are e lig ib le
to leave. Ihose who are not eligible to leave iDecause they are under detention or­
ders issued by the Department of Justice will rensin in the custody of that Depart­
ment pendiJ3g final disposition of their cases.

铜 i4
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Secretary of the Interior Harold L. Xckes today asked Gen. Joseph ¥. Stilwell 
to assure officers and men of the 10th Army, aroused by reports of discrimination 
against Japanese American veterans, that ,four people at home will keep up the fight 
against prejudice aimed at itoiericans of any race, creed or color*M

In a letter to Gen* Stilwell, the Secretary e耶 ressed hi日 appreciation to the 
conma^idirig officer of the loth Army veterans of Okinawa and other Pacific campaigns
for his recent statement proposing that the soldier comrades of M s e i  servicemen 
protect them from ,rbai^ly corniriandos»n

The text of the Secretary^ letter follows;

dear General StilwelXJ

The newspapers inform me that you have urged American soldiers to 
band, together in a club to protect their Japanese iimerican Army comrades 
from 1 "barfly commandos*1 I coiranend your spirit, I salute your judgment 
and w6re I a soldier, ITd like to fjine 1̂ >パ

n0n the continent here, we not only have 1 "barfly coirjnBndosf but we 
are troubled with a tireless minority of racists in a few West Coast 
communities vfoo have sought to keep Nisei veterans and their families 
from returning peaceably to their farms and hones in the Pacific States.
One of the refrains loudly suing "by these satanic choirboys declares that 
vAien the veterans come "back from the Pacific they will make life hard 
for Japanese iraericans on the coast. It is true that editorials in 
publications of the armed forces, and recent letters and statements

soldiers, sailors, and marines belie this false claim but it remained 
for your statenient to blow the remnants of this tattered myth to Kirgdom 
Come.

nOeneralXy ime^icans on the West Coast, as well as elsewhere in the 
country, have condeiaiied terrorism and other discrimimtion against the 
returnirg： evacuees〇 The records of the War Relocation Authority, the 
agency of the Department of the Interior which is responsible for re­
settling the thousands of loyal Japanese Americans, show many instances 
of aid given to the Nisei by their fellow citizens^ Two outstanding 
examples wil^ suffice to show what I mean.

and Mrs, Kay Sakamoto had sons vfco joined the ikrmy. One 
vas killed in action and two lhave been docora-ted for bravery, Recently



the ^-kamotos returned to their home in Loomis, California,, They found 
that two days earlier their home had "been deliberately 'burned to the 
ground, yet within a few days, Californians had started to raise a fund 
to help rebuild the Sakamoto home,

f,In another case, Mary lyfesada, of Santa Ana, California, found that 
her four "brothers in service meant nothirg to a gang of hoodlums* Kot- 
even the fact that one of her "brothers lost his life at Cassino impressed 
these hardy "bigots. Hiey warned her to leave town and she did. belter 
was given to her on her last night by the parents of a Itoine flier lost 
on Guadalcanal.I think that the aid and comfort that they offered her, as 
much as ar^rthirg： else, e^lains v;hy Mary ^iasuda later went "back to Santa 
Ana and this time remained there.

ffI have heard from many sources that servicemen overseas, after 
reading about the terrorism and discrimination against M s e i  veterans 
and their families, have "been fighting aaad about it. Your own words 
reflect their indignation. X wonder if you can let the men and officers 
in your command know that a great irany Americans at home have been doirg 
their "best to check the racists. I am confident that our people at home 
will keep 1¢) the fight against prejudice aimed at Americans of any race, 
creed, or color*

General Joseph ¥. Stilwell,U# S. A,
Commanding General,

Tenth Army,
A. P. 0. 357, c/o Postmaster, 

San Francisco, California.

Sincerely yours,

Secretary of the Interior.n
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Todayfs closing of the War Relocation Authority center at Tule Lake, Calif, 

marks the substantial completion of that agency1 s four-year v/artime job, it was 

announced by Secretary of the Interior J. A, Krug.

The Tule Lake center will be closed as a place of residence with the departure 

of a final group of detainees and their family members5 who are being removed to a 

Department of Justice internment camp pending further reviev',r of their cases and 

possible deportation to Japan.

The Authority, which was created by Executive Order almost exactly four years 

ago, on March I S , 1942, to provide maintenance and useful employment for the people 

of Japanese ancestry evacuated from the West Coast military zone5 has exercised 

jurisdiction over a total of some 120^000 individuals. The peak population of its 

ten centers, however^ was a little less than 108,000, in February of 1943*

The ninth center was closed November 3〇> 1945  ̂ eleven months after the Army 

lifted its exclusion orders and the residents again became free to settle anywhere 

in the country. Certain of the VjRA field relocation offices, particularly on the 

West Coast, will be maintained for another four to eight weeks to assist the more 

recent resettlers in making 1110re perma.nent readjustments to life outside the 

centers. The Washington office of the Authority will complete its disposition of 

property and records and close by the end of the fiscal year，.

The Secretary indicated that before construction of the ten centers was com— 

plete, the WRA had already-launched its program of relocating eligible individuals 

from among the group of persons who were evacuated from the restricted areas.



Under that program, WRA. assisted more than l〇9?3〇〇 individuals to leave the centers 

and resettle in normal American coimminities ♦ This total includes 2,300 inert who 

v/ent directly into Array service.

The agencyTs records shov; that at the present time about 51^B00 of the 1〇9,300 

relocated persons have settled away from their former homes and that 57^500 are 

back in the V/est Coast states. ADproximately 12,50〇> the largest numbers of those 

who resettled eastward, are in Illinois• Other states v/hich received substantial 

mMbers of the evacuees include: . Colorado, 5,70〇; .Utah, 5,30〇; Ohio, 4-，20〇； Idaho, 

3,6〇Oj Michigan, 2,900； New York, 2^400； New Jersey, 2,.300; and Minnesota, 2,000.

tut ions. Departures above the total of 107,000 who were actually relocated 

included persons committed to various institutions, deaths, and those who were

who were transferred from WRA cerrters .to internment camps administered by.the 

Department of Justice, and ^+,700 persons who were voluntarily repatriated to Japan 

directly from the centers.

X X X
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