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mDVMiIm fOi Regianal Staff iatibers

Subjects toiserration of public ftmds

It 1s mir policy " cociser®e pafclie ftiads ®ed s"tra™glc aaterials
tiieaiefer it is possible to do so without defeating tiug purpose
for fdilch th@ \WA ba™ been eatalpj.ighéd*

(e definite c®atribulon to mx effort, in addlticm to oAr
priimry job of 2*@Xoeatiiag evacwees, iIs to mtlli®0O idla equipiaeatt
si”xHes, .etc**, ifeareyer it cmi be

fo W€D 1M- alallHl1-garehotisesoofttais s“orpltis
mproperty OmeaMs i our program. Soto tM.s px*operty has
already been Requested for 1BA projects* "What wO shall actmXly -

aeqgijire ia the ws™ of Oqalpaeat, toels aad- otloer naterielf
of eoursO®, thes™.ias to seen-11. i*eel ccmfident m  the
authorities -in \thics6 m~tody this ptiDlic styid- irill

agree to 2celOage "sisrpXiiJses.

It- oaa t)0 definitely detersniafed, t-iiertifore, that Cc.|tileat
aad-s”piatis required aaii be obtained froa oth.r Federal agoacies
ortiiar <m a loaa Imsls or 115 taransfer, no requiaitiojis shoalci f®©
subaltted <tor the pia?6ii&sOOf new equipment,:

AUL future "urcba#0® re-“mleitims sumltted by Service of Supply *
for aew equipsa™Bt smBt bear a stateeieat to tija efjtect that thO
co”odity .régi»8stéd csjaaot 1 £*vtdilae™,"fos the surpltie or idle
pré&pertj of othea* Federeidl agencies tfitbia a peasoneble leaagth

of tiaie or thiat its 1a”dlate purdiase Is otherwise

X anticipate thfe ccKjperatiw of the WHA personnel in reporting
to tle Property MTisioa “hOaevKr the opporttsaltj pre”nts
itselX pi"611.5 jpexieved to bi surpliaii, idle, or
sdiedul”i to YoorB availan.0 to defense agacies* Hi”aerer a
(iefiaite list of siKlh property cas obtained* &\WQTF effort win
be aade to secxire for WM projects its release and thereby coa®
serve cousii mlii sms of aoney sad ne for other 15
activities*



MEMORANDUM FORi All Project Directors

SUBJECT1 Avoiding liability for the removal of
Japanese property subject to conditional
sales contracts or cixettel mortgages

Approxifflat*ly atskhrtii of the evacuees h&ve scored their
household effects with the Federal Eeserve Bank of San
Francisco, siIs fiscal agenti of* the United States* Posses-
sion of this property is now being transfeyred to the War
Relocation Authority and, as the owners are moved to
relocation centers, their property will be shipped to them*

It is Iikelﬁ that among the articles transported by the
Authority there will be some that are being purchased by
iQ§tallments or that have been 4§%% as_security fqr lqans*
IT sucin property i1s moved out O e Couzrty In"which i1t
was originally located, without the written consent of
the seller or Biortgage@ the evacuee in question lose
his equity in the property and may even be subject to
criminal or civil action.

It is Important that evacuees do not lose their interests
in propertjy willcii msy of vaiue’ tilie®. either: 1c? .or:
after the duration of the present emergency, and It is also
important that evacuees are not exposed to avoidable
liabilities arising out of the movement of their household
effects. Will you, therefore, endeavor to ascertain the
number of Japanese at your relocation center who now have
property stored with thB Government which is being pur-
cli&ssd fey instmxXXstoOiit pajrB@Q.ts or wh.ich i1s sub™octi to s

chattel mortgage. In general, such persons may protect
their interests by obtaining the written consent of the
seller or mortgagee before the property is moved. |If

such consent is refused or if any unusual problems arise,
you should rojT$r title matiter "to this oiNiTiGe Tot "tIO con-
sideration. of our legal staff-

Ixi&snuclb- ss tills iaiovOsa,Onti g JT sobs# 01=_tlie
has already started, prompt action is necessary to take
full advantage of these suggestions*

E« H. Fryer
Regional Director

RBT3i1rockmorton: MW 6/22/42


mailto:pajrB@Q.ts

E*A*0

Whitcomb Hotel Building
San Franeisco# California

TO* D* S, 1er, Director - AUG -6 1942
FROM: E* R* Fryer, legtonal Director
SUBJECT - and

IfpS55?511r™*Ma~~"N~

Mr. Russell T* Roblason of my staff Is now preparir®
recommendatioa# for W1A policy with respect to responsi-
biiity fop assisting J pauaese 1 sieaees In tlie M8Q gGment
snd disposal of their property. These recommendations will

cover the ftmctions heretofore assumed toy the Federal Ee-
s rve Bmik itla respect to ur!>&n properties as ircll sis the

fimetl(ms 4@Xegated to the Farm Security Administration.

As X imderstand it, Mr*|Eisenhower delegated all the author!-*
ty of IRRA irith respect to the ffisjmge aud disposal of
er&cueefyroperty to tii« freasuiy Department, by letter dated
March 25,1942. The Far Security Administer&tion, mider
agreement with the treasury Department, too™ over the agri-
cultural aspects of the eT®cue« property program, and &8
4=+ren th& &o”ealled ~freezing powerl through a delegation

to lie Saeret; ry of Afrlculture lay thO 8 cretary of the
treasury dated April 6f 1942* Finaneiag as supplied through
War Department txmds*

IT e to take over these Jtunetions, it Iriil be a"flsabie,
In «v “udgaentt to withdraw Mr, Elsenhowerls delegation to
"tiiepa&stary BepartmOBt and obtain Trois tlaat department a
deleg tion Of the po r to freeze property of elraeuees and
prescribe peguXaiioas sislX&r % Special Regulation Ho* 1

of the Treasury Department (see p*.350 t ToXan Com—
mittOe|s final report)* Hre freezing power was# 1 understand,
us#d very sparingly In the evacuation property prQ%g%n, but
the threat of i1ts use did much to bring a%out equitable settle-
aents, and 1 strongly feel that 6 should h&ve 1t* the dele-
gation from the Treasury Department should be broad enough

to coler prope of evacuees of noa-"&p&aese ancestry who
aay cocr*lirably Cvaoeted. 1a 'O futuree~

The property of most of the Japanese evacuees will not be
blocked and they will hare complete freedom of action with



a* DAdr#etor~a

to «tth#r bdeause they ar# sot regiurd#d
n&tloiml#1 bf the tv/~Burf &«partm#at or b#e«use
they ar# «ta«r*Ujr llc*a»«d uad«r O«n#ral Li««nses 6dA ot
?27 thi# fr #pjr D« rtm U  fTh#r« will a number of
9Ta$u9#af how®v#rf whos# propert b® either (1l)Moolie4
té&« frtanmr? D#parta«atb Ob» 8/) talc#» over by th« M im
Custodiim uad r Ord r * 095 &meadl«4«
We woulld aot# of COUF«G#\NISh tc assume the funetlons of
o agencies Kith respect to trat propertyf ® n 1f
*« aoula* la order to fuft ot ir
I‘Ight° t aegotlat. or €' nm olr I|«haj r irin ®
to knov wlmt Japm~»0 “rojpertgr i& md~r th# "rntrol of
&gtnei#i th% «tint md aktur# of that eontrol™*
/\/\/\4 - A A
sort or pmc94un9 for eI«&Jraae# W|th frmsury D«*
p«rtmtat]irlXXx probablev/ h«T# to bm established If we girm
th» rr«®@«lag pow*jf# We may h&v# cé&sat whercr eTacue#s.
partieulmfINr adon psrop#rty irhicot
probacy Ik talcha Té#r k- Alien fropnrvef Cnstodlin# A
prot#4lur® should b# s#t u|r our ilisialasliig information
alk»ut pa“tlculiur “ro$«rtl”™d to botli tlioi# ag#nelei»# nher#
th# faets Indlc&t# tE&t th” should step Is« fhese factor#
folnt to * mwmr~And”im of with thos™  dnci#»
irhieh will izisuc*# r 11 :1 &, to S# eat ¥ d into|prl p
to our ftasmptioa OFf fch@ eiracii © property jprogré&au

Ma M* Wrfir
B«gloaaX Director

EEF«rgusomMW B/5/A2 |

<Uc “Mr* : ssell RobiAson



Note .onmwffice"caiy o Mr« Hobinaon from WRA
September 2/ 1242J Mre DuBois

Re* Continuation of Production by Evacuee Properties

FSA obtained one million dollars in Army funds for loans to successors
of Japanese, I71\ert an additionaX appropriation of five million
dollars was granted. Approximately three and three-quarters million
dollars was issued in the form of loans all of a one“year term and
at an interest rate of 5% .

Large poiHiion of loans mad® jo 15 corporations on West coast organized
to operate "pajjeBe property. Nine corporations dominate the field

of northern California# Hr. Robinson met with reprOBOntatives of these
|resierday attd learned of their distress*

\ A /\l\/\! l\!/\l\!< ‘1 nl\l\ I' AN 1V’I\I\AI\I\I\
The Pacific Fruit Exchange has organized the largest suck coicporation.
It consietB of 9Q farms» m 8ly >n "~ cOr heads

operations of the corporation, woifi® is Mown ae the Deciduous Fruit
Lande* It has a loan df apprcixi Lt y 50.000 f r /ruits
sugar beets, etc.9 principally in Placer, SacrakSnto and San Joaquin

a non-recourse loan, g”™&*%

Bw KC AST: * " . : AA A
The corporation operated fey the Se A* Gerara Company is not faring
very well aiid probably will not reDay its loan.

The corporation orgafti?ed by the Loomis “ruitl”ciiangecDneiBt30¢
~2 fiar®, aggregat acFes of plums* tseachee and, pears5
eight of these are cottsidered unebonomic and four might b© Successful
if private persons va®&i induced to handle th«m, » 4 * F

A A A A N { MV AAN

The California Fucking Corporation operates a corporation liended by

Mr. Chick. Its priimry intferesli is in tomato f'rins, 0" # it nas
severg] ,in y\oks ,&\our}tyﬂw\ \

The opera Qrs. 65F va uee: property ape™”  woritierifty “iniki : ptepara™i"onB
to 1™ke fpr Operating, irngation, and 3-ai® Prepar'™ should

be. undeF slk ft./&<at >y whomever, wi :be: “resporeible Kf::.19 3merops*

COKFIIENTIALt %% Robinson alked In Washington with < Dillon Ifeyer
whom he asked concsrhing the poseifeilities of obtaining f nds for
extending the present loans*4X&r* Meyer indicated that funds might be
niade dvailabje. "through/"FS"A :frote anot™eiv: source™.": If,: it.:ere dem nst.i*ated
miHa. rvecessary crops, were "in,jeopardy®and. an. adequate .i.idor upply
might be ayail”ble. 1*. Robinson is obligated to make a further report
with a reconiRfndation to Mr. Meyer s n| possibly this week.



Knowing the interest of the War Board in agricultural goals and in
labor, Mr* Robinson seeks the advice of the Board on thie problem.~
He will present to the Board ai i1ts meeting on Thursday! October If
further data and observation*

While even tomato, vegetable, sugar beet and dryabl® fruit farms do
not present as much a ﬁroblem as do wine-grape vineyards, some
assistance will neverthelesa be necessary to thelt. present operators.
However, 10O principal concern is what to do with JruiMs farius and
wine-grape vineyards. The fruits cannot be regarded as essential,
unless possibly they are utilized in the mniifacture of alcohol. It
woq d ppear that jiie on]Iy possible action might be Bome program
looking to maintenance of such vineyardc and orchards for the duration
This would involve miniiaum priming, cultivation, knocking of fruit,
and feeding as a meaisure of pest control*

Ifeny of the properties are burdened by NFLA loans made to Japanese,
It Is poseibie that some moratorium should be obtained for these,
tfoou .certain_that :: ihiactivityv T~ he :far s tiinng" te" ax
would devaluate them very much,

L4 : Ayl nom gw oy A
The Division of,Evacuee Propery has two concerns» (l)a national
interest, and/\.2) tiie .intere ts of evaluated citizens* Devaluation
and even loss, of properties by the Japanese xaigit be one of the un-
avoidable casualties of war. However, the national interest must

not be jeopardized where the production of war crops is concerned*

It will probably be necessary tosstudy the possibifitiee df each

farm to deterain® which must be kept In production for the national
interest* This will require a judgment of necessary crops”™influenced
by the amqunt bf labor pn hand to xsar® for and r}ar\ﬁest them* _

Since betv;etn 41000 and 5#  acres of farm land i1s involvedf it is
properly the interest of the- California USDA War Board to review the
situation and to formulate recoimeiidatione.

Incidentally, I’w pasey now Cstiiaat’s tihat the percentage bf fruit
iost this: exfott  ap roximtely 2 j this is myefe 1088 than. he
HelBt spring to be tfed oone™quenfee of Japetriesd evacufiition.

The name of Mr* Robinson*s assistant is Mr. Furdh,



Mr. Sarrej M# Cov«ril«7

Projeet Mr~etor

ottl« lak« I*ldeatloa "nt«r
Oalifomla

PBer Io*.  or«rigjr

fhi« 1 Im r pljjr to iettex* of
th« IHrmetcriB _hlIGh~ruaOk«dIMmiralqut tioii6P«gé&rd-

lag th» primrty

I 3 i&diea%#€ .in A dai&i_trati otle<» of wuur®
13# %h» ~r "p9Thj OFFle* fa Saa “uAGITi™o It 1t
of tb» Heloe&tioii Assistaaec "iTlsioa. Gouneqgvumtlj th»
eYiteu # Jr s™etidn At it twts thui _un#
I have H»a laforaeft Mr* ~Anrows tittti IHviI81011 It
prepsrlag a &v pr™™e% elMird to ia aear
& Ilie Mttsli « lied 1 J to vbo U>c

Yfteias# pr«p«rt]r officer slaould report Is for jrom to »ftloe*

SknearslI”™ jort*

£dwié& Arnold, CM«TFf
Btloeatloa Afsistioiee SITiNioa









WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

San Francisco, California, O ffice
W hitcomb Hotel Building

June 25t 1943

MEMORANDUM TO:  Russell T. Robinson, Chief
Evacuee Property Office

SUBJECT Condemnation and Rebuilding of Structures in
San Francisco nJaptownn Area.

Yesterday 1 telephoned the San Francisco City Hall concerning
this matter and was referred to 3tr. Edgar Bissantz of the City Planning
Commission, Department of City Planning, City and Coionty of San
Francisco. | was informed by Bl Bissantz that the area referred to
as nJaptownk in San Francisco is bounded by O1Farrell, California,
Octavia, and Fillmore Streets. It was also stated that this"section
consists of 24 blocks upon which are erected 728 structures, including
28 hotels. At the time that this area was investigated by the City
of San Francisco, these structures were occupied by 435 Japanese,

12 Cliinese,123 Negroes, 69 Filipinos, and 256 Caucasians. The owner-
ship of the land, and structures was then reported as follows:

Japanese, 135; Chinese, Z; Negroes, 6; Filipinos, 7; Caucasians, 580*
The condition of the buildings was reported as 241 or 55%needing
minor repairs5 89 or 1Z%needing major repairs; and 32 or condemned.

In order to obtain more specific information, this morning
met with Messrs* Deming Tilton and Edgar Bissantz of the City Planning
Commission and discussed this situation with them* These individuals
have considerable knowledge of the city building program for the reason
that they are in charge of the over-all city planning program, which
includes the erection of structm*es, 1 was informed by them that the
tearing down and rebuilding of structures on evacuee-owned property
was now merely in the“newspaper* stage and that no agency now had legal
authority to take any action. They were also of the opinion that it
woxild be unlikely that any definite action would be taken soon because
it required the approval of the Federal Public Housing Authority (a
subsidiary of the National Housing Agency) before funds or materials
for this type of work could be obtained to reconstruct any buildings,
and funds and materials were very difficult to obtain under present
war conditions. If the work were ultimately done, they thought that
it woTiid probably be through the San Francisco Housing Authority, ~the
local agency wliich has charge of construction authorized by the City
of San Francisco. It was further stated by Hr. Bissantz that the latest
investigation by Dr. Geiger of the City Health Department indicated
that the poorest buildings in this area were those o?med by non-evacuees.



From the above discussion, it would seem rather improbable that
any definite action on this matter ?/ill be taken by any agency or group
soon. If in the future it seems desirable to contact agencies which
may be concerned with the rebuilding of structures in this particular
area, they will likely be the following: (1)San Francisco Housing
Authority, Albert J. Evers in charge, 525 Market Street, telephone
Yukon 1661 ; () Federal Public Housing Authority, Langdon W. Post in
charge, 785 Market Street, telephone Yukon 1818; (3) National Housing
Agency, Eugene Weston Jr. in charge, telephone Exbrook 5897.

Adon Poli
Economic Analyst



WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

San Francisco, California, O ffice
In reply, please refer to: W hitcomb Hotel Building

n~-t10RANDUM TO: Relocation Supervisors

SUBJECT: Property Problems of Relocated
Evacuees

With the gradual increase in the number of
evacuees v/ho have gone out from relocation centers
on indefinite leave, an increasing number of property
problems are being presented by them to relocation
supervisors# Our administrative manusl sets forth
V/RA*s policy on the treatment of evacuee property
matters in general but it is recognized that the
detailed, procedures and an explanation of the neces-
sary forms have never been made available to reloca-
tion supervisors,

In order to aid you in the presentation of
evacuees * problems to the evacuee property offices
on the Pacific Coast, we have prepared a summary of
the most frequent types of cases that arise in the
field with suggestions for handling them. There are
also attached samples of the forms most frequently
required., and a directory of the field offices to
which evacuees? requests for assistance may be sent.

If you wish to cornmunicate with the Evacuee
Property Office concerning any particular type of
problem whether or not it is covered in this memoran-
dum, your inquiry should be addressed to.Russell T.
Robinson, Chief, Evacuee Property Office, Whitcomb
Hotel Building, San Francisco, California. The
various forms described can be obtained from our
Washington office*

a uUr

N B. Gozzens
Field Assistant Director

Attachments



MANAGEMENT AND DISPOSITIO011eOF PROPERTY. (See Administrative
Manusl Chapter 00.27).

An evacuee requesting assistance in the nBnagcmcnt, jpora-
tion or disposition of real or personal property, collection of
accounts due him, or adjustment of indebtedness owed by him,
should execute Fora 153 or 153A. One copy of the form, to-
gether originals or copies- of pertinent instruments such
as agreements, leases, receipts, etc., should be sent to the
Evacuee Property Field Office serving tho area 1in v/hich the prob-
lem arose. If collection of funds is requested, Form WRA 154 (Rev.)
should bo attached to the request for assistance.

TRANSPORTATION AND STOOGE OF SWiCUSE PBRSCIIAL PROPERTY.
1[See Administrative lEnuaT Chapter 100.3).

IT an evacuee wishes to have property placed in a Govern-
ment warehouse or shipped to a designated address, he should be
requested to submit three copies of Form V/RA 155 or 156 depend-
ing on the nature of his request. Three copies of the form should
be forwarded to the Transportation Section in San Francisco regard-
less of where the property is located. (The one exception to this
Is a request for the delivery of released coiitraband.) All corres-
pondence regarding shipment or storage of property should be directed
to the Chief of the Transportation Section in San Francisco, except
that communications concerning property at Holocation Centers should
be sunt to Froject Directors.

In general,Gvacuoos arc entitled to one free move of house-
hold goods and personal property, as defined in the administrative
manual, but arc expc-ctcd™to pay the cost of any shipment of com-
riieroial property. If household goods have been shipped from an .
cvgcucg » Tormer residence to the project, at government expense,
shipment from the project Wrill bo at the cvscpco, expense except
that each evacuee family going out on rolocation is allowed a ship-
ment of 500 pounds at government expense*

RELEASE OF CONTRABAND (See Administrative lJanual Chapter 50.3.1
through 50.3.7, and 50,3,30 through 50.3.39).

Most evacuees requesting the release of contraband are
primarily interested in obtaining short-weve radios and cameras.
In a few cases, evacuees ask for firearms. Under the regulations
of the Western Defense Command, none of these articles can be
returned to a person ot Ja* anese ancestry (except llembers of the
United States armed forces! living within the area bounded by the
easterly line of Montana, ldaho, Utah and Arizona. In the remain-
ing ports of the United States, these articles are not contraband
for Imericsn citizens bat possession of them by Japanese aliens
is prohibited by Presidential Proclamation 2525.



Nearly all of the contraband surrendered by Japanese prior
to evacuation was deposited w/ith the U. Si Marshal or with local
police departments and sheriffsf officest and is technically under
the jurisdiction of the United States attorneys in various districts;
A small amount of contraband was taken up in iisseiably Centers and
Relocation Centers, and is now in the custody of the Civil .Affairs
Division of the Western Defense Command. At the present time, we
are able to obtain only the articles in the first category but it
is expected that a procedure for the release of contraband hold
by tho Army will be perfected very soon.

An eligible evacuee requesting the return of contraband
should fill out five copies of the Department of Justice form, two
copies ofeForm WRA 260, (Cortifioation for the Return of Personal
Property), and two copies of Form WRA 156. In-spite of the printed
instructions on the Department of Justice form, it is permissible
to list all of the articles being requested on one forn# These
forms, together v/ith the original storage receipt issued by the
custodian of the property, should be forwarded to the field office
serving the aroa in which the articles aro stored. (Note thot this
Is the only type of case in which wg instruct you to send Forms
V/RA 156 to a field office).

IT an evacuee wishes to have some friend call for his prop-
erty and send it to him, and wishes us to apply to the United States
Attorney for the approval of tho release, he should send us the
forms listed above except that in place of Form YR\ 156 he should
Gxc-cuto Form ~RA 153 giving the name and address of the person to
whom wo arc to send the release authorization

J\t the present time, United States Attorneys are not approv-
ing the release of firearms to evacuees, however, if an evacuee
desires to sell a weapon to an eligibile purchaser, a release can
be arranged Full particulars should be given on the Department
of Justice form and, in addition, the owner should execute Form
V/RA 153 1instructing as regarding delivery and advising v‘/hether any
collection is to be made.- Similarly, evacuees not eligible to
possess cameras or radios, because of their residence or citizenship
status, may obtain the release of these 1iteras in order to effect a
bona fide transfer of ownership to other persons eligible to have

possession.

Transportation charges on released contraband will be prepaid
by WRAeexcept where property is being released for sale to a pur-
chaser, in which case either the seller must advance the charges,
or the shipment will be sent collect.
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DELIVERY OF AtJT MOBILZS AND THUCICS

Evacuees wishing to have motor vehicles delivered to them
at a point outside of the evacuated area should, be informed that
WRA 1s unable to provide drivers except in very rare instances.
Ordinarily, an evacuee will have to make his own arrangements for
a driver or else authorize WRA to have his car shipped by rail or
truck, at his expense *

Supplemental gasoline rations for driving cars must be
obtained from tIKB OPA Price and Ration Board in the locality where
the evacuee formerly resided. Application must be inade on OVA
Form R552 which the evacuee can obtain in his present locality.

In addition, the evacuee should address a letter to the ration
board designating the name and address of tho individual who is to
drive the vehicle.

In order to obtain-a supplemental gasoline ration for driving
a truck to a new location, it is necessary to obtain a Certificate
of War Necessity from the Office of Defense Transportation. Applica-
tion should be made to the ODT office nearest the place of reloca-
tion. Unless the- ODT can certify that use of the truck at the new
location will contribute to the war effort, the ration board is not
authorized to grant a gasoline ration for moving it from its present
location*

Current license plates must be installed on any vehicle driven
on tho highways. An evacuee who does not have valid platos on his
vehicle should bo instructed to apply for registration cither in
the state in which his vehicle is now stored, or in tho state to
which 1t is to bo transferred. Provision must also be made for ser-
vicing the car or track, which usually means lubrication and oil
change and installation of o now battery 1if the vehicle has been in
storage for a long period of time.

Evacuee Property Supervisors will assist evseaeos in making
arrangements for transporting automobiles and trucks, but it should
be pointed out that these arrangements can not be made on a moment?s
notice.



DIRECTORY OF EVACUEE PHOEERTY OFFICES

Chief of Evacuee Property Office

Chief of Transportation Section

San Francisco Field Office

(Serves Coast Counties of California,
including Monterey County on South).

Sacramento Field Office

(Serves Sacramento and San Joagain
Valleys, as far south as Kings and
Tulare Counties)*

Los Angeles Field Office

(Serves Southern California, in-
cluding San Luis Obispo, Kern and.
San Bernardino Counties, and
Arizona),

Portland Field Office

(Serves State of Oregon)
Seattle Field Office

(Serves State of Washington)

Teletype Service
Offices except Sacramento,

V/hitcomb Hotel Building

San Francisco, California (3)
KLondike*£-2300

Ext. 105, 106,107

V/hitcorab Hotel
San Francisco,
KLondike *2-2300
Ext. 109, 110

Building
California (3)

V/hitcomb Hotel Building

San Francisco, California (3)
KLondike-2-2300

Ext. 105, 106,107

1709 - 21st Street
Sacramento, .California (14)
Sacramento 2-5821;2-5822

Room 955, 1031 South Broadway
Los Angeles, California.(15)
PRospeot 4711; Richmond 0311

836 American Bank Building
Portland, Oregon (5)
Broadway 8471

Ext. 490

1331-3rd Avenue
Seattle, Washington (1)
ELliott 0200

Ext, 320

is available through OEM to all
California.



AREA SERVED BY
FIELD OFFICES
OF
EVACUEE PROPERTY OFFICE
IN
CALIFORNIA
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WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE IN CONNECTION WITH PROPERTY MATTERS

or print name clearly)

request the assistance of the War Relocation Authority and its representatives
in connection ith certain property in which | an interested, said property
being

The result | desire to accomplish is:

I am unctble to find" anyone else who I believe can handle this matter
for me.

The facts you need in order to help me in accomplishing the above re-
sult are outlined on_ __ pages attached hereto,

Also attached are the following signed documents

Also attached are the following unsigned documents:

I hereby revoke all powers of attorney heretofore made by me author-
izing any person# firnt or corporation to do any act relative to the above
described property in connection with tho acconiplishBOnt of the desired
result aforementioned.

I hereby give and grant to the War Relocation Authority full power
and authority to do and perform every act and thing necessary or advisable
to be done in attempting to bring about the result above statede as fully
as | might or could do if personally presente hereby ratifying and con-
firming all that the War Relocation Authority and its agentse servants9
and employees aiay do by virtue of this authorizatione



I do hereby further authorize the War Relocation Authority to substi-
tute and appoint# from time to time, one or more agents or attorneys in
fact, with the same or more limited powers, removing and appointing such
agents and attorneys in fact as it sees fit.

In consideration of the assistance now being furnished to me free of
charge 1in connection with my property, the receipt and sufticiency of this
consideration being hereby acknowledged, and for other services heretofore
and to be hereafter furnished me by the War Relocation Authority without
charge, 1 do hereby release and discharge said War Relocation Authority#
and its agents # servants 9 and employees, of and from all liability what-
ever arising out of or resulting from any matter or thing donee or for
failure to do any matter or thing, in connection with the above described
property.

I further agree to reimburse the Authority for any and all sums ad-
vanced or expenses incurred by itt on my behalfe in connection with the
above described property# and to secure the repayment of all such suns |
hereby give and grant to the War Relocation Authority a lien upon all said
property and all other property now owned and hereafter acquired by me and
upon the proceeds therefronm,

I am of legal age and have full right to enter into this agreemente

The pronouns HI# and as used hBrein# mean and us e« respec
tively# if more than one person is signing this agreemeat-

Date:

Witness

(Seal)

I am the lawful spouse of the person who has signed the foregoing
instrument # and 1 hereby join in the execution thereof*

Date (oeal)

NOTICE TO PROJECT DIRECTOR: Signed original of this document to be sent
to Evacuee Property Supervisor at Field Office nearest the property described#

(Where needed, acknowledgement clause to be added in accordance with
statutee)

6-4883P



WRA-153A

WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

POWER OF ATTORNEY

REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE IN CONNECTION WITH PROPERTY MATTERS

(Typewrite r print nane cieari f amiiy Ho.)

request the assistance of the War Relocation Authority and its representatives

in connect ion with certain property in which I am interested f said property
being

The result *I desire to accomplish is:

I am to find anyone else who I believe can handle this matter
for me.

The facts you need in order to help e in accomplishing the above
result are outlined on pages attached hereto.

Also attached are the foilowing signed documents:
(If none , state ™™one?l)

Also attached are the following unsigned documents
(If none, state nKone >

I hereby revoke all powers of attorney hereto fore made by me author-

izing any person, firm, or corporation to do any act relative to the above de-
scribed property.

I hereby give and grant to the War Relocation Authority full power and
authority to do and perform every act and thing necessary or advisable to be done
relative to the above described property, as fully as | might or could do if
personally present# hereby ratifying and confirming all that the War Relocation
Authority and its agents, servants, and employees may do by virtue of this
authorization.

6-4880-Pl
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More particularly, but not in limitation hereof, I hereby appoint the
War Relocation Authority my attorney in fact for me and in my name to collect
and receive all sums of money which are income from, or in any other way re-
lated to the above described property and which are now due or which hereafter
become due to me; to enter into compromises and make settlements in connection
with all such sums, and execute and deliver receipts and releases therefor; to
deal with the goods and merchandise and all other property and assets of mine
upon or connected with the above described property, and to make, do and transact
all and every kind of business in any way concerning said property or assets; for
me and in my name and as ray act and deed, to sign, seal, execute acknowledge and
deliver bills of sale, deeds, mortagages, agreements and any and all other in-
struments of any and every kind which the War Relocation Authority# in its dis-
eretion, may deem necessary or advisable in order to accomplish the desired re-
sult above set forth or any related result which the War Relocation Authority
deems desirable.

I do hereby further authorize the War Relocation Authority to substitute
and appoint t from time to time, one or more agents or attorneys in fact, with
the same or more limited powers, removing and appointing such agents and attorneys
in fact as it sees fit.

In consideration of the assistance now being furnished to me free of charge
in connection with my property, the receipt and sufficiency of this consideration
being hereby acknowledged, and for other services heretofore and to be hereafter
furnished me by the War Relocation Authority without charge, 1 hereby agree to
indemnify and save harmless the War Relocation Authority 1its agents # servants #
and employees and any and all substitutes appointed hereunder, from any and all
liability whatsoever arising out of or resulting from any act# cause or thing
done or caused to be done by them, or any of them, in my behalf; and | hereby
release and discharge the War Relocation Authority and its agents, servants 9 and
employees of and from any and all obligation or liability whatsoever by reason
of any act or failure to act hereunder.

I further agree to reimburse the Authority for any and all sums advanced or
expenses incurred by it, on my behalf, in connection with the above described
property, and to secure the repayment of all such suras# | hereby give and grant
to the War Relocation Authority a lien upon all said property and all other
property now owned and hereafter acquired by me and upon the proceeds therefronm,
and until such advances or expenses have been fully paid to the War Relocation
Authority by me, this power of attorney shall remain irrevocably in effect.

I am cf legal age and have full right to enter into this agreement.
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IfeA-154 Rev.
REL.OCATION AUTHORITY
AHFIDAVIT

?ss.

County of )}

s ,,being duly sworn, on oath,
deposes and says:

1 . That I am years of age, and a person of Japanese ancestry re-
siding at - n - - -—- - *

and have resided only in the continenial United States at all times on éﬁd B
since June 179 1940;

*2* That I am a generally licensed national under General License No*

68-A, issued by the Secretary of the Treasury of the United States under Sxecu-
tive Order No* 8389 as amended;

That | am an American citizen9 and that | am not a national of a for-
eigh country within the meaning of Executive Order No# 8389> as amended.

3# That in the transaction for irtiich this affidavit is made, 1 am not
acting directly or indirectly for, or on behalf of, a national of Japan iiho is
(@ any individual, partnership, associay on, corporation or other organization
on the premises of irtiich the treasury Department maintains a representative or
guard or on the premises of nhich there is posted an official Treasury Depart-
ment notice that the premises are under the control of the United States Govern-
ment, or (b) any bank,-trust company, shipping concern, steamship agency, or in-
surance company, or (c) any person irtio, on or since June i4> 191> has repres-
ented or acted as agent for any perscxi located outside tiie continental United
States or for any person ovmed or controlled by persons located outside the Uni-
ted States, or (d) any person wlho, on or since June 14,194-1” has acted or pur-
ported to act directly or indirectly for the benefit, or on behalf, of any
blocked country including the government thereof, or any person nho is a nation-
al of Japan by reason of any fact other than that such.person has bean domiciled
in9 or a subject or citizen of9 Japan at any time on or since June 14.,1%4-1*

Sworn to before ne this
,day of

19

Notary Public

¢Eliminate the paragraph numbered W2H nhich is not applicablee~

C-068 8



VHA-155
WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

REQUEST FOR STORAGE OF PROP.ERTY

Name of Evacuee . Family Number:

1. | hereby request the War Relocation Authority to transport
the personal property listed on the reverse side hereof, from private
storage to government storage, both transportation and storage to be
without charge to me except as set forth herein.

2. All agreements made by me herein are made in consideration

f traffic services provided in connection with the storage or trans-
portat ion of my property by the War Relocation Authority, and | hereby
acknowledge the value and sufficiency of that consideration.

3. I represent and warrant that I have full right to cause said
property to be transported and stored; that I am the sole owner of said
property, or that | have obtained written consent to its being transported
and stored, from all other parties who have any interest in said property.

4. The property 1is now at: _
(Same of warehouse or place of storage}

(Address of Place of Storage) (City) (State)
5.1 agree that the Authority may designate the warehouse or
irarehouses in which the property described on the reverse side hereof
is to be stored, and the means by which the property is to be trans-

ported.

6. The Authority shall be under no obligation to hold any
of my property in storage for any fixed length of time, and whenever

it sees fit, on ten days notice to me in writing (directed to me at

6-4882-P 1 of P 4-bu-cos-wp
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ay last knoirn address) the Authority may require me to remove my
property froa storage, and upon my failure to remove it within
the required tisie, the Authority may dispose of aty property by
irhatOTer method it chooses 9 remitting to me all proceeds received
th”ref ro».

7 In th# event any of vy property 1is perishable# or is
(or beco coataBinateci, or if it ay lead to the contamination
of other prop#rtyf I authorize the Authority to dispose of such
property (or any part thereof) without notice9 by whatever method
it chooses# without expense to If anj proceeds are realized
from tho disposition of such propertyf those proceeds are to be
r ittd to m i fulle

di ¢ I hare not uemn y p r onallL #ft#cts and other

property for a considerable ti-. and hare no reliable inventory
thereof, | hereby designate the War Relocation Authority as my
agent to cause an inventory to be taken of the property which 1
a reque ting the Authority to store for me. 1 have confidence in
the integrity and good intentions of the Authority and its repre-
sentatiTes9 and | hereby agree to accept as correcte subject to
any claims 1 ay iiake ill writing within ten days of v receipt of
such list« the list hich 11l be delirer®d to e by the Authority
to inform e vhat goods are being stored for me.

9¢ | hereby release and discharge the War Relocation
Authority and its e ployees and representatires of and from all
liabi ity whatsoeyer airisizig out of or resulting from packing,

8toringt transporting or otherwise handiincr y household and



personal effects and any and all other property belonging to me or in

which 1 have an interest.

Witness: Signature of Owner (SEAL)

Owner#s Faaily Number

Address _ =r"
(If owner is not residing at a Project,
- present nai ling address nust be given }

NOTICE TO PROJECT DIRECTOR:

This form is to be executed in quadruplicate and distributed
as follows: two copies to Transportation Section# Evacuee Property
Office, San Francisco, California; one copy to project files: one

copy to evacuee.

6-*488 3 -b



(For RA-155 Reverse)

LIST OF PERSONAL PROPERTY

No* of No e of
Pieces Articles Pieces Articles

Total Number of Individual Pieces of Property

6-4882 P 4-bu-final



VBA-156
WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

REQUEST FOR TRANSPORTATION OF PROPERTY

Name of Evacuee; Family Number

1. 1 hereby request the War Relocation Authority to transport the
personal property listed on the reverse side hereof from the present
location, shown below, to destination, shown belov, without charge
to me except as set forth hereine

2> All agreements made by me herein are made in consideration of
traffic services provided in connection with the transportation of
®y property by the War Relocation Authority, and I hereby acknowledge
the value and sufficiency of that consideration.

3. I represent and warrant that 1 have full right to cause said
property to be transported; that | am the sole owner of said property,
or that | have obtained written consent to its being transported,
from all other parties who have any interest in said property.

4. The property is nov at:
flaue of warehouse or place of storage

(Address) (City (State)
To be shipped to
(Cosigee)

(Address) (City) (State)
(Check 5 Al I agree that the Authority may designate the means and
A or B.
If B, route by which the property is to be transported,
designate
route and B. I choose to have the property transported via
oilount
deposited.)—-————— ————mmmmm m « | shall pay all expense connected

with transporting the property. To cover this expense | am depositing
with the Authority $ under the provisions set forth in
Paragraph 7
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6. In the event any of my property is perishable, or is (or.
becomes) contaminated or if it may lead to the contamination of
other property, | authorize the Authority tb dispose of such prop-
erty (or any part thereof) without notice® by whatever method it
chooses # without expense to mee If any proceeds are realized from
Ithe disposition of such property, those proceeds are to be remitted
to me in full.

7. If any commercial property (that is, any property other than
clothing, household furniture, kitchen equipment, utensils # and
hand tools) 1is included in the list of my property on the reverse
side hereof, such property is to be transported at my expense. To
cover that expense# | am depositing with the War Relocation Author-
ity S_ If the expense of transporting such property is
less than the sum deposited, the Authority will return to me the
excess on deposit; if the deposit is not sufficient to cover the
expense, | agree to pay, prior to the delivery of said property at
its destination, an additional sum sufficient to cover the defi-
ciency. |If 1 fail to make such additional deposit# the Authority
is hereby authorized to sell my property or any part thereof,
applying the proceeds to such deficiency and remitting the balance
to me =

8. Since | have not seen, my personal effects and other property
for a considerable time and have no reliable inventory thereof # 1
hereby designate the War Relocation Authority as my agent to cause
an inventory to be taken of the property which 1 am requesting the

A thority to traasport for me. | have confidence iIn the integrity



and good intentions of the Antthprity and its representatives, and
I hereby agree to accept as correct subject to any claims |1 may
make in writing within ten days of my receipt of such list, the
list which will be delivered to me by the Authority to inform me
what goods are being or have been transported for me.

9. I hereby release and discharge the War Relocation Authority
and its employees and representatives of and from all liability
whatsoever arising out of or resulting from packing, storing, trans
porting or otherwise handling my household and personal effects and

any and all other property be longing to me or in which 1 have an

interest.

Witness Signature of Owner (Seal)
Owner#s Family Number

Address

NOTICE TO PROJECT DIRECTOR: This form is to be executed in quadrup-
licate and distributed as follows: two copies to Transportation
Section, Evacuee Property Office, San Francisco, California; one

copy to project files; one copy to evacuee.
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(Form WRA-156* Reverse)

LIST OF PERSONAL PROPERTY

No e of No e of
Pieces Articles Pieces Articles

TOTAL NUMBER OF INDIVIDUAL PIECES OF PROPERTY
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USE SEPARATE FORM FOR EACH ARTICLE

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE N .
UNITED STATES ATTORNEY

DISTRICT OF

194
PLACE DATE
The undersigned hereby applies for the return of the following:
Art ic le Make Mode | or Senia j No.
For the tollowing reasons:
NAME
Alien Registration Number address -

To the United States Marshal - Approved for return.
Subject to following:

UNITED STATES ATTORNEY

I hereby acknowledge receipt of the above described article from the United
States Marshal, in satisfactory condition and hereby re lease and discharge the

United states of America and its agent of all claims for damage with respect to said
art icle.

District of day of 1

Tag or rece ipt No.

Inventory No. By

OULY AUTHORIZED AGENT
Inventory Date

~ U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1942-



CERTIFICATION FOR RETURN PERSONAL PROPERTY

Date
I, -
of

fkddress in fu if
hereby certify that 1 am a citizen of the United States and that

am oimer of the following described property:

now in the custody of

at i _
(address 1in 1111 . ,

I hereby undertake that the above named articles, if returned to me,
not at any time be used or possessed by or be in the custody or

control of any alien# The receipt for the property listed is being

sent to H) - -

who TJill obtain the articles and arrange shipment to me.

(Signature)
TTitness:
Address: ,
"(Y r~use if property _is to be sent to a Relocation Center)
This is to certify that the evacuee whose name appears above is here-

by granted permission to have the above-listed property {111 t;his Re -

cation Center.

Project Director

m_ omy. > - 1 it

R |

*In case a”representative of "m 1is to act, nvrite in MVar Relocation
AuthorityTf, but do not name an individual.



February 12,1944

MEMOIUUDUM TO* Russell T, Robinson
Chief, lvacuee Property Office

) I should like to offer the following for your con-
siderations

As you know, & Memor&ndm of Agreement has recent-
ly been signed by the Army, and will no doubt shortly be
signed by the Director for WKA, providing that all contra-
band in the hands of the Army be turned over to this agency
for safekeeping and for distribution to evacuee-owners in
accordance with the regulations of the Attorney General,
the Western Defense Comaand, and WHA#

Tmr% will remain In the hands of U, 8* Marshals,
police chiefs# and other local officials in various cities
on the coast, a sizable number of similar items deposited
with them by evacuees. Some of these items are not contra-
band but, in an excess of caution, were deposited by
owners anxious to make sure that they would not be accused
of violation of regulations* Other i1tems which were contra
band at the time they were deposited could now be returned
to their owners, many of whom are relocated outside the
Western Defense Command and are American citizens.

To a great extent these items are kept iIn a some-
what haphazard fashion* There have been allegations that
the property is being used by police officers without the
consent of the owners; some ltems have been lost; some
have been damaged* [I1*hen owners request the return of their
property, there is at best under the present setup a con-
siderable amount of red tape”™ delay, and detail*

I wonder if you might not want to consider whether,
sometime after the agreement with the Army has been consum-
mated and the contraband in their hands has been turned
over to us, we should not make arrangements to have turned
over to us# also, the contraband In the hands of these
local officials#

_ Some of the advantages in so doing are obvious.
Certain disadvantages will also occur to yon* 1t will



Russel 11> Robinson—2

be necessary of course for WRA to set aside a certain amount
of storage space for this purpose. However, the property-
in question will no doubt be very much better cared for,
and to that extent the claims against the Government which
the owners would otherwise have will be thereby reduced or
eliminated* You are in a better position that I to de-
cide whether the time and effort—and the money represented
therebynecessarily expended in retrieving contraband
items for evacuees who are now requesting their return

and are entitled to them, would be sufficiently reduced

if these items were all centrally located in the hands of
WHA to justify such a move*

realize that there are other angles to be con-
sidered. It may be, for instance| that WBA may be sub-
jected to criticism—however unwarranted—Tfor returning
some of these items to their owners; whereas now it is not
WRA but the Army and the Attorney General who are largely
responsible for their return* However# this consideration
has not deterred us from making the agreement with the Army*
I wonder whether It should deter us from making a similar
agreement with the Attorney Genera”™ i1f, as a matter of fact,
savings to the taxpayer will result, not only so far as
the expense of present handling is concerned but also when
it comes to the future claims of evacuees against the
Government, The agreement with the Attorney General would
recite, as does the agreement with the Army, that the
items will be returned to their respective owners only Id
strict accordance with the laws end with the regulations
of the Army and the Attorney General.

It has occasional y come to our attention that some
of the contraband items are not properly tagged or identi-
fied with the name of the owner, etc* This means of course
that if WRA does take over such property, the receipt it
gives should fully recite the condition of the property,
the lack of i1dentification of ownership, etc* But 1 doubt
that this 1is sufficient reason for WRAfs not taking such
property over| in fact it might well be urged as an addi-
tional reason for doing so*

There are considerations pro and con. There may
be some of which we are not aware but which Washington



Bussell T# Robinson3

might consider controlling one* ay or the other* There-
fore | do not want to seem to be arguing for the adoption

og }he suggestion 1 am making] X urge on y consideration
0 t.

Edgar Bernhard
Principal Attorney



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR
WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

23 September 19

MEMORANDUM To: Area Supervisors
Evacuee Property Supervisors
Project Evacuee Property Officers

SUBJECT Acting as Escrow Holder

Quite often personnel handling evacuee property matters are
called upon to act as escrow holders in transactions between evacuees and e
those dealing with them. There are certain legal obligations and responsibi~
lities connected with this relationship which perhaps ought to be emphasized,"

An escrow is usually created by a written agreement by which two parties
deposit moneys or documents with a third person to be held by him fer delivery
only upon the performance of a certain act or the happening of a certain evente
The escrow holder acts as agent for both parties and ow/es an equal obligation
to each. Once the escrow has been established, the escrow holder may not con-
sent to a change In its conditions except upon the mutual consent of both
parties

An escrow holder is liable in damages for loss suffered by either party
as a result of violation of the duties he assumed under the terms of the escrow
agreement. He is also liable for negligence in caring for the property deposited
with him, or for delivering any part of the escro?7 in violation of the agree-
ment.

In most cases, all that is required of evacuee property personnel is that

thesr hold some instrument mkr other property until payment is received, or

* hold money until a deed or other instrument is received. At first glance,
this may not seem to carry any great risk of liability. However, wliere one
IS required to exercise any judgment as to the form or effect of an-instrument
( a deed, bill o.f s-ale, mortgage, etc.) it would be well to seek the advice
of this office, or in the case of project property officers the advice of the
project attorney.

This brief memorandum does not by any means purport to cover the law of
escrows, nor all the situations that may arise in handling escrows. It is
/intended merely as a word of caution to those who may not be aware of the
v obligations and responsibilities involved. In general, i1t would be well not 1/
to consent to act as escrow bolder without the advice of counsel.

Evacuee Property Division






