
Not es f r om c onv er s at i on wi t h Mi ss Kat her i ne Ho bbi e, J u l y 11, 1944 

No ques t i on t he f ood was l ousy i n Oc t ober  when t hese men a r r i v ed . 
Appar ent l y t her e was some j u s t i f i c a t i o n i n t he r umor  t hat  t her e was 
c ons i der abl e gr af t  i n t he Commi ssar y Depar t ment . 

The f i r s t  i nc i dent  occur r ed when a f ar m pr oduce t r uc k over t ur ned, 
k i l l i n g a young boy of  17, who was d r i v i n g . Ther e had been con-
s i der abl e r ec k l es s " d r i v i ng . The c o l o n i s t s f e l t  t hat  such a young 
boy shoul d not  have been al l owed t o d r i v e . That  began t he f ar m 
s t r i k e . The management  c a l l ed i n out s i de l abor  and some J apanese 
f r om ot her  Cent er s , wi t h t he pl edge t hat  t hey woul d not  f eed t hem 
f ood f r om t he l o c a l  war eho us e. Ther e wer e char ges t hat  t hey d i d . 

Ther e had al s o been an i nc i dent  o f  a baby who was bur ned. The 
c o l o n i s t s c l ai med t he c h i l d had not  r ec ei v ed t he r i ght  k i nd of  
t r eat ment . The baby d i ed . 

0n t he af t er noon of  November  1s t  when Mr . Di l l o n Myer  was her e , 
a l ar ge gat her i ng of  peopl e came up t o t he admi ni s t r at i o n bu i l d i ng 
and t o l d t he t hr ee i n t er na l  Sec ur i t i es Po l i c e (who t hen c ar r i ed no 
guns ) t o get  i nt o t he admi ni s t r at i on b u i l d i n g . They di d s o . J us t  
bef o r e t h i s par t i c u l ar  i nc i dent , Mi ss Ho bb i e ! s J apanes e o f f i c e 
he l p er s , g i r l s , had r ec ei v ed a phone c a l l  and had pr ompt l y l e f t , 
s ay i ng t hey had been c a l l ed t o t he c o l o ny . Mi ss Hobbi e pr oceeded 
t o go t o t he post  o f f i c e . On her  way she was al s o asked t o go 
i nt o t he admi ni s t r at i o n bu i l d i n g . She di d s o . Mr . Myer  was t hen 
dr i v i ng ar ound t he Cent er  wi t h Mr . Bes t . When t hey came back t o 
t he ad bu i l d i n g t hey wer e t o l d t hat  t he Commi t t ee o f  Nego t i at i on 
wi s hed t o pr es ent  t hems el v es . T hey , t he Commi t t ee, went  i ns i de 
wi t h Mes s r s . Myer  and Bes t  and nego t i at ed f o r  f our  hour s and dur -
i ng a l l  t h i s t i me t he cr owd gat her ed and s t ood f o r  f our  hour s i n 
t he hot  s uns h i ne. Ther e was no r i o t i ng o f  any k i n d . A Mr s . Adams, 
a schoo l  t eac her , and anot her  l ady wer e as k ed t o r emai n i n s i de . 
They got  h y s t e r i c a l . A coupl e of  t eac her s wer e es c or t ed f r om 
t hei r  houses t o t he ad b u i l d i n g . (Her e was wher e t he hy s t er i c a l  
l ady wr ot e out  a wi l l , whi ch made po s s i b l e t he newspaper  p u b l i c i t y ) . 
They want ed Mr . Myer  t o speak t o t hem and had been t o l d he woul d. 
Af t er  4 hour s . Mr . Myer  came out  and spoke t o t hem and sai d t hat  
t h e i r  demands 'woul d be t aken under  c o ns i der at i o n and t hey woul d be 
no t i f i ed i n due c o ur s e, but  s houl d d i s per s e now and go home. F at her  
Kai  t hen t r ans l at ed Mr . My er 's t a l k f o r  t he cr owd and t o l d t hem t o 
go home. J us t  bef o r e d i s per s i ng t hem he c a l l ed f or  t he s al ut e t o 
t he emper or . Some o f  t he cr owd j o i ned i n , some di d no t . A Mr . 
We b e r / wh o had been br ought  i n ahead o f  t i me t o pr epar e f o r  Mr . 
My er ' s v i s i t  (a Cauc as i an mi s s i onar y who knows J apanes e; says t hat  
F at her  K a i ' s t r ans l at i o n was ac c ur at e. 

Dur i ng t h i s f our - hour  wa i t , t her e was a di s t ur banc e at  t he ho s p i t a l  
and someone came up t o c a l l  Mr . Schmi dt  who went  wi t h s ever al  o f  
t he boys down t her e. T h i s Dr . P- - -  had been beat en up by some bo y s . 
Dr . P . ' was not  wel l  l i k ed . The ho s p i t a l  c o r r i do r  c ons t i t ut ed a 
pat h wher eby peopl e c oul d wal k t hr ough i t  eas i l y t o pr oceed f r om 
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t he co l ony on up t o t he admi n i s t r at i o n s ec t i o n . He had obj ec t ed 
t o t hei r  go i ng t hr ough, and t h i s was one smal l  i t em. I n add i t i o n , 
I  be l i ev e he was hel d r es po ns i b l e f o r  t he deat h of  t he baby ment i on-
ed abov e. 

November  2nd, t he evac uees d i d not  come t o wor k . I t  was t he 
Emper o r 's b i r t hday . 

Dur i ng t h i s t i me t her e was a smal l  gr oup o f  t he Cauc as i an s t a f f  
who got  t oget her  f o r  t wo c l os ed meet i ngs (exc l udi ng ot her s of  t he 
s t a f f ) . The r es u l t  was t hat  t hey asked t hat  a f enc e be er ec t ed 
f o r  t h e i r  pr o t ec t i on and al s o t hat  t he ar my be c a l l ed i n . The ar my 
had a b i g gr oup of  men t her e, t ak i ng car e o f  t he i ncomi ng t r ai ns 
o f  s egr egees . Many of  t he s t a f f  d i d not  agr ee. F i n a l l y , t he f i r s t  
gr oup t o l d Mr . Myer  i f  t he f ence was not  put  up t hey woul d q u i t . 
He t o l d t hem O. K . t hey c oul d q u i t , but  t hey d i d no t . However , t he 
f enc e was suddenl y put  up and i n Mr . My er ' s l at er  s t at ement  he 
ment i ons t hat  er ec t i o n o f  t he f enc e was begun on t he ni ght  of  
November  2nd. 

Mi s s Ho bb i e ' s house i s i n t he war ehouse d i s t r i c t . On t he ni ght  of  
t he 4- th she hear d a commot i on out s i de her  do o r . I t  devel oped l at er  
t hat  s ev er al  men on t he s t a f f  had appo i nt ed t hemsel ves wat chdogs 
t o pr ot ec t  t he communi t y, and t hey wer e pat r o l l i ng ar ound t he war e-
ho us e. What  happened appar ent l y was t hat  some boys i n t he co l ony 
wer e go i ng up t owar d t he mot or  poo l  (a r umor  was t hey wer e c hec k i ng 
on s t ea l i ng f r om t he war ehous e, t h i s i s qui t e mi xed u p ) . Anyway 
t he guar ds 'ar o und t he war ehouse s t ar t ed a f t er  t hem and t her e was 
c o ns i der abl e s c u f f l i n g . Mr . Schmi dt  r an i nt o Tom Kobayashi  who 
j udoed hi m and gave hi m a bl ac k ey e. Mr . Schmi dt  i mmedi at el y 
dr ove down t o t he bar r ac k s and asked t he mi l i t a r y t o t ake o v er �o r  
was i t  Best  who t el epho ned. Bes t ' s house was sur r ounded wi t h 
s ev er al  J apanes e. 

Hobbi e hear s t hat  t wo or  t hr ee boys wer e met  by a car  dr i v en by t he 
I n t er na l  Sec ur i t y p o l i c e , t hat  t he boys wer e beat en up by t hem. 
She went  i nt o her  o f f i c e t he next  mor ni ng and f ound bl ood s p l at t er ed 
ar ound on not e books and on t he f l o o r , and dar k pr obabl y J apanese 
ha i r  ar ound, and a br oken bas ebal l  bat  i n t he c o r ner . She c l eaned 
up t he me s s . 

The ar my appear ed on t he scene r umbl i ng i n t ank s . 

The next  mor ni ng Co l . Aus t i n t a l k ed t o t he admi ni s t r at i on s t a f f , 
as k i ng f o r  t hei r  c o o per at i o n . A l l  t h i s was i mmedi at el y f o l l owed 
by a gener al  s t r i k e . P r ac t i c a l l y no one came t o wo r k . The c o al  
men wor ked a l i t t l e f or  t hems el v es , and J apanese mess ha l l  wo r k er s , 
but  t hat  i s about  a l l . T h i s , s t r i k e l as t ed un t i l  November  17t h . 
F i na l l y some s el f - appo i nt ed member s o f  t he Co- op came t o M r . Bes t  
and o f f er ed t o s t op t he s t r i k e . I t  was t hei r  under s t andi ng t he 
men i n St ockade woul d be r e l eas ed (t hey wer e no t . They l e f t  250, 
maybe 300 i n t he c amp) . Best  put  t hem i n t wo cat egor i es - -  s t at us -
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quo" and "ant i - s t at us quo" t he s t at us quo bei ng t he ones who d i d 
not  want  t o go back t o wor k . That  mor ni ng t he c ooper at i ve opened 
and peopl e gr adual l y began comi ng back t o wo r k . Then t her e wer e 
some e l ec t i o ns , but  appar ent l y not  many v o t ed. L ef k owi t z quot ed 
6000 as a number  she hear d, but  Tsuda ment i oned onl y 5 or  6 bl oc k s 
v o t ed. 

Hobbi e says t he l as t  gr oup whi ch was sent  t o Sant a Fe- - l ast  mont h, 
t he gr oup' bef or e t he J une 28t h gr oup- - wer e not  per mi t t ed t o see 
t hei r  f ami l i es at  a l l , and had not  seen t hem s i nc e t hey wer e f i r s t  
ar r es t ed . 

AA 
7 / 15 / 44 



SAM KORI NQ . ~v 

I nt er v i ew wi t h Sara Hor of f i no, evacuee at  Tul e Lake Cent er , 
J ul y 10, 1944. 

Q. I n accor dance wi t h your  r equest  I  sent  al l  t he t r ansc r i pt  t hat  
you sent  me t o t he New Yor k o f f i c e . Now, t hat  was t he onl y 
hear i ng you had, I  t ake i t ? 

A. Ye s . 

Q. I t  was? 

A. I t  was t he onl y hear i ng. I  had i t  at  Hear t  Mount ai n. 

Q. Have you had a hear i ng subsequent  t o t hat  t i me. 

A. No, except  I  di d t he exact  opposi t e of  what  you have t o l d Mr . 
Okemot o. I  have wr i t t en vol unt ar y st at ement s and a l l  t hose 
t hr ee s t at ement s . I  asked f or  counsel , he sai d you ar e ent i t l ed 
t o i t  but  I  want  t o ask you ver y si mpl e ques t i ons . I t  ended up 
he had not es t aken down, and sai d woul d you si gn t hi s? I  s i gned 
i t  as af t er  I  r ead i t  t hr ough t her e was no har m i n i t . 

Q. Never  s i gn any st at ement s of  any k i nd: t he onl y r eason t hey want  
you t o s i gn i s t o use them agai ns t  you. They may l ook good 
enough t o you, but  t o an at t or ney not  so good. And t hey ar e 
al ways phr ased not  i n your  l anguage but  i n t hei r  l anguage t o 
whi ch t hey gi ve par t i c ul ar  meani ng. I t  i s not  a good i dea t o 
s i gn st at ement s of  t hat  k i nd wi t hout  t he advi ce of  c ouns el . 

That  quest i oni ng had t o do wi t h your  member shi p i n t he Pai r  
Pl ay gr oup? 

A. Y es . 

Q. Di d you have a hand i n t he i ssuance of  t he t hr ee l eaf l et s ? 

A. J es , I  d i d. I  am r eal l y i n on i t . 

Q. How ol d ar e you Mr . Hor i no. 

A. 29. 

Q. Wher e wer e you bor n? 

A . Gar dena, Los Angel es . 

Q,. Di d. you mi meogr aph t he st at ement s? 

A. Y es , I  t yped t hem and mi meogr aphed t hem. 

Q. The onl y t hi ng t hat  i s bad i n t hat - - and t hi s i s j ust  my opi ni on-
i s t he one st at ement  i n whi ch you say , 'we' r e not  goi ng i n unt i l  
t hey may pr osecut e you f or  conspi r acy t o v i o l at e t he Sel ec t i ve 
Ser v i ce Ac t . I t  seems t hat  what  you f el l ows di d was al l  r i ght  



» Hor i no- 2 

f r om a mor al  s t andpo i nt  but  f r om a l egal  s t andpo i nt  no. and t hey 
ar e goi ng t o get  you on i t , j us t  as t hey pr osecut ed and conv i c t ed 
t hese boys at  Hear t  Mount ai n and t he ot her  camps. Because un-
f o r t unat el y , y o u ' r e r equi r ed t o obey t he l aw and i t  i s never  an 
answer  t o a v i o l at i on of  a l aw t hat  somebody el s e i s v i o l at i ng 
t he l aw. For  exampl e, i f  I  par k my car  i n a non- par k i ng zone, 
and I  get  a t i c k et , you say but  l ook , ever ybody el se does i t  and 
t he onl y one you pi c k on i s me, and t he answer  i s wel l , t hat  may 
be t r ue; ot her  peopl e may be v i o l at i ng t he l aw, but  because we 
do n ' t  happen t o get  t hem i s no r eason why you ar e not  t o obey 
t he l aw. Maybe t hese WRA peopl e and t he mi l i t ar y ar e not  obey-
i ng t he l aw: maybe t hey shoul d be pr osecut ed f o r  i t . But  t he 

� f ac t  t hat  t hey hav en ' t  been i s unf o r t unat el y no j us t i f i c at i o n 
f o r  you. Mor al l y I  t h i nk you ar e al l  r i ght  and t he ar gument  you 
use i s a v al i d ar gument : her e you ar e an Amer i can c i t i z en wi t h 
c er t ai n r i ght s and bef o r e t he dut i es of  c i t i zens h i p shoul d be 
pl aced on your  shoul der s you shoul d have your  r i ght s . I  am i n 
abso l ut e agr eement  wi t h you, but  t he way t o get  t hem I  do not  
t h i nk i s t he way you f el l ows under t ake t o get  t hem. 

Mr . Okl mot o: May I  i nt er r upt ? P r ev i ous l y we had f i l ed an app l i c at i on f o r  
c l a r i f i c at i o n of  our  r i ght s and s t at us as r es i dent s of  i nt er nment  
camps. I  had done t hat  al so t he pr ev i ous year  t hr ough Mi ss 
Ander son of  GOMLON GROUND. I n bo t h c as es . Mi s s Ander son s ai d 
t hat  her  commi t t ee was t ak i ng i t  up wi t h t he P r es i dent . We never  
hear d any t hi ng mor e. Fr om Mr . Bi ddl e we got  an answer . But  i t  
evaded t hat  par t i c u l ar  t hi ng and he went  on t a l k i ng about  some-

|  t h i ng e l s e . Now t her e comes a quest i on i n my mi nd; i n al l  
bus i nes s pr oceedi ngs or  t r ansac t i ons you ar e supposed t o c l ear  
away t he pas t . I n ot her  wor ds , make set t l ement  of  what ever  had. 
t r ans pi r ed i n t he pas t . And t hen pr oceed wi t h t he new t r ans ac t i on 
Now we ar e i n t he camps. We had al r eady made appl i c at i on f or  
t hi s c l a r i f i c at i o n of  our  r i ght s and s t at us . On t op of  t hat  came 
t hi s d r a f t . Now we wer e i n a pos i t i on of  not  knowi ng wher e we 
s t ood. Whet her  we wer e enemy a l i ens , c i t i z ens , or  hal f - br eed or  
what  no t . A l l  r i gh t , and her e some t ook t he s t and t hat  i f  t hey 
wer e enemy al i ens t hey saw no r eason why t hey shoul d pr oc eed. 
And i f  t hey wer e hal f - baked pot at oes , t hen t hey shoul d be gi ven 
an oppor t uni t y f o r  some sor t  of  s et t l ement . Now, a l l  r i ght , i n 
t he t h i r d al t er nat i v e i f  t hey ar e c i t i zens of  t h i s count r y , t hen 
t hey want  t o know why t hey ar e i n t he concent r at i on camps, t hey 
want  set t l ement , under s t andi ng and guar ant ees f o r  t hei r  r e l at i v es 
and c h i l dr en, et c . I n ot her  wor ds , now t he P r es i dent  abr ogat ed 
t he agr eement  bet ween t he c i t i zen and t he nat i on when he evacuat ed 
us wi t hout  due pr ocess of  l aw. We coul d t ake t hat  s t and. And 
t hat  i s t he way I  have t aken i t . Now s i nce he abr ogat ed- -

Q,, V i o l at ed, t he c o ns t i t ut i o n, i n ot her  wor ds , v i o l at ed t he l aw. 

A. Then we want  t o be pl aced i n a pos i t i on wher e t he v i o l at i o n i s 
r ec t i f i ed and t he gr ound made c l ear  so t hat  we can pr oceed as an 
Amer i can c i t i z en , we can go ahead. 

Q. I  know what  you want . 

A. Ther e i s t hat  l i t t l e angl e t hat  has been s t i ck i ng i n t he c r aw, 
you mi ght  say . Anot her  angl e i s t h i s . We want  c l ar i f i c at i o n or  
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an amendment  t o t he c ons t i t ut i on i n such way t hat - -

Q. 

Okemot o 

Q. 

Okemot o 

Q. 

The onl y way y ou' r e go i ng t o get  any c l ar i f i c at i o n of  your  r i ght s 
i s t hr ough a dec i s i on by t he U . S . Supr eme Cour t . 

Those boys i nt ended t o go up t o i t . They s t i l l  i nt end t o do i t . 

Under  t hese dr af t  l aw c as es . But  I  t hi nk t hat  t hat  i s an i ndi r ec t  
way and a danger ous way f r om t he s t andpoi nt  of  your  l i ber t i es , t o 
sol ve t he ques t i o n . I t  s t r i k es me t hat  t he bes t  way t o sol ve a l l  
of  t hese i s sues i s f or  a l l  of  you boys who want  t o get  out  and 
who obj ec t  t o t he pr oc es s , t o f i l e wr i t s of  habeas cor pus . The 
pr i soner s of  A l c at r az , t hey pr epar e t hei r  own wr i t s of  habeas 
cor pus and f i l e t hem i n t he s t at e c our t . One of  you f el l ows her e 
have done t hat . The onl y cases t hat  have ever  been br ought  ar e 
t he cases t hat  we have br ought , and I  hav en' t  seen any ô f  you 
boys- - and t her e ar e some l awyer s among you f i l e any wr i t s . 

Our  l awyer s among us ar e j us t  as hel pl es s as we ar e. I  am j us t  
begi nni ng t o know a l i t t l e bi t  about  our  r i gh t s . You ment i oned 
some t i me ago we wer e j us t i f i ed i n maki ng t hat  s t at ement . So 
f a r , none of  us had any i dea about  t he pr oper  pr o c es s . Now you 
say t he onl y way we can go up t o t he Supr eme Cour t  i s t hr ough 
t he pr oper  c hannel s . 

I n ot her  wor ds , t he Sel ec t i ve Ser v i ce case wi l l  dec i de onl y t he 
Sel ec t i v e Ser v i ce i s s ue. Th i s ot her  i s sue i s a separ at e and 
i ndependent  one. 

Okemot o: Ther e i s an angl e. I  woul d l i k e i t  t o be t es t ed. The gover nment  
i s c har gi ng t hem wi t h evadi ng t he Sel ec t i ve Ser v i c e. Our  opposi -
t i on i s t̂ o c l ar i f y t h i s , our  c o ndi t i o n , so t hat  c an' t  we as k t he 
cour t  f o r  what  i s c al l ed a dec l ar at i v e ver di c t ? 

Q. Y es , but  t hat  woul d be a separ at e ac t i o n . I f  you asked f or  
dec l ar at o r y r e l i e f , t hen you must  br i ng such a pr oc eedi ng. You 
c i t e t he var i ous execut i ve or der s t hat  have been i s sued and t he 
ev ac uat i on, e t c . , and you want  t o know what  your  r i ght s as a 
c i t i zen ar e. That  i s dec l ar at or y r e l i e f . You can br i ng up t he 
same ques t i on r eal l y i n a Habeas Cor pus pr oc eedi ng, t he same 
i ssues wi l l  be det er mi ned. You can do i t  i n t wo ways , j ust  a 
l i t t l e d i f f er ent  r oad, but  you c an ' t  t r avel  t he r oad of  v i o l at i on 
of  Sel ec t i v e Ser v i ce and dec i de t hese ot her  i s sues t her e. Not  a 
chance i n t he wor l d. They ar e ext r aneous i s s ues . Di d you vi o-
l at e t he Sel ec t i v e Ser v i c e, or  d i dn ' t  you? That  i s t he onl y 
ques t i on t hey wi l l  pass on you ar e onl y t r i ed f or  t he v i o l at i o n , 
t hat  i s t he onl y ques t i o n. 

Okemot o: The gover nment  assumes t hat  we ar e c i t i z en s . Then t he ot her  t i mes 
t hey have assumed t hat  we ar e no t . 

Q. Y es . but  t hat  ques t i on must  be dec i ded at  t he par t i c ul ar  poi nt  
wher e you ar e t r eat ed d i f f e r en t l y . Wher e you ar e t r eat ed as a 
c i t i zen comi ng under  t he Ac t , you dec i de t hat  ques t i on t her e. But  
some ot her  ques t i on t hat  a r i s es , you have t o get  your  dec i s i on at  
t hat  p o i n t . " You want  t o dr ag i n al l  t hese po i nt s under  t he one 
c as e. Wel l , you c an ' t  do i t  t hat  way . I t  woul d be a hodgepodge. 
No, I  know you c an ' t  do t hat . 
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Okemot o: A l l  r i gh t , t hen Hor i no i s mor e al ong t he angl e of  t he Endo c as e. 
He wal k ed'out  of  t he camp. 

Q. You d i dn ' t  get  ver y f a r , di d you? 

Hor i no : Wel l , her e I  am. 

Q. As soon as you got  t o t he gat e t hey ar r es t ed you? 

A . No. I  went  out  f i r s t . I  went  t o Cody. I  t al k ed t o t he pr o j ec t  
at t o r ney . I  met  t he F BI  and t hey d i dn ' t  ar r es t  me. So I  got  
me a ho t e l . 

Okemot o: They d i dn ' t  ar r es t  hi m t he f i r s t  day . 

Hor i no : I  t o l d t hem I  wal ked out . 

Q. You met  t hem i n Cody and you t o l d t hem t hat  you had wal ked out  
and t he r eason why? 

Okemot o: That  was t he second day . One of  t hem s us pi c i oned hi m and asked 
hi m, so he phoned bac k t o Hear t  Mount ai n�t hat  i s , one of  t he 
F BI  d i d , so Hear t  Mount ai n gave hi m i ns t r uc t i ons t o ar r es t  hi m 
i mmedi at el y , so t h i s F BI  went  t o t he l oc al  s her i f f  and asked hi m 
t o ar r es t  hi m. 5 or  6 of  t he o f f i c i a l s got  t oget her . They 
f i na l l y came t o a dec i s i o n t hat  he was an Amer i can so t hey cannot  
ar r es t  hi m. So he was f r ee . That  ni ght  he came bac k t o Hear t  
Mount ai n and next  mor ni ng he was goi ng t o wal k out  i n f r ont  of  
t he mi l i t ar y guar d, whi ch he d i d , and he t o l d t he guar d t hat  he 
was goi ng t o go out  r egar dl es s of  y o u. So t he guar d t ol d hi m, 
wel l  you c r oss t hi s whi t e l i ne t hen see what  happens , whi ch he 
d i d , he c r ossed t he whi t e l i n e . That  was t he end. 

Then t hey s ei zed hi m and br ought  hi m back? 

Yes and t hat  ver y eveni ng br ought  hi m her e. 

But  you wer e never  pr osecut ed f o r  l eav i ng t he camp? 

No . 

That  way you c oul d have got  a t es t . Af t er  wal k i ng out  and 
s t ay i ng"i n Cody , t hen t he c i v i l  aut ho r i t i es woul d have ar r es t ed 
you i n due t i me and you woul d have been pr os ec ut ed, pos s i bl y 
f o r  l eav i ng WRA Camp', by t he c i v i l  au t ho r i t i es . The whol e 
ques t i on woul d have been det er mi ned and your  r i ght  t o wal k 
out  of  t he camp. That  woul d have been t he way t o handl e i t .  ̂
Once you wer e out . But  t hey d i dn ' t  l et  you out  t he second t i me. 
The way t hey dec i ded t h i s t hi ng was t o br i ng you her e. Too bad 
you f el l ows d i dn ' t  wr i t e t o me t o f i nd out  what  t o do i n 
par t i c u l ar  s i t uat i o ns . 

Okemot o: I  t r i ed f o r  a whol e year  on t hat  s c or e, and I  j us t  came acr oss 
your  name ac c i dent al l y i n t hat  Open For um. I  phoned Mar y 
Fer guson who sai d t o wr i t e you and t hen af t er  I  got  i n her e I  
o- ot1 a l et t er  f r om y o u. Thi ngs have been wor k i ng agai ns t  us . 

Q. 

Okemot o 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 
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Q. L e t ' s see wher e Hor i no s t ands . How di d you answer  ques t i ons 
27 and 28? 

A. I  s ai d No unt i l  my c i t i z en s t at us was c l a r i f i ed . He i ns i s t ed 
you have t o say Yes or  No. I  c o u l dn ' t  put  Y es , y es , so 1 put  
No, unt i l  my c i t i z ens h i p s t at us i s c l a r i f i ed . That  was t he 
onl y al t er nat i v e I  had. 

Q. None of  you boys has asked f o r  expat r i at i o n , have you? 

A. No. no I  do n ' t  want  i t . They gave me one of  t hose smal l  

paper s . He sai d i t  had no bear i ng on t h i s t r ans f er  her e, j us t  
a f or mal  f o r m. 

Q. But  what  di d t he f or m say? 

A. I t  says I  r eques t  r epat r i at i o n . 

q.  I s t hat  what  you want ed? 

A. They s a i d , i f  you put  No , No, t hen s i gn t h i s , so I  sai d O. K . 

q.  Di d you r egi s t er ? 

A. I  r egi s t er ed i n Los Angel es bef o r e I  went  t o camp, and I  see 
no r eason why I  shoul d r e- r egi s t er . 

Q. Ther e may be some poi nt  t o t hat , but  t h at ' s nei t her  her e nor  
t her e r i ght  now. Di d you ever  r ec ei ve a not i ce f r om t he dr af t  
boar d at  Hear t  Mount ai n t o r epor t  f o r  i nduc t i on i n t he ar my 
or  medi cal  exami nat i on. 

A. No, I  onl y r ec ei v ed 4 C. 

Q. That  c l as s i f i c at i o n has never  been changed? 

A . No. 

Q. t o Mr . Okemot o: Di d you at  any t i me adv i se t hem t o r ef use t o r epor t  
f o r  i nduc t i on? 

A . No. never  d i d adv i s e anybody. I  t ook t he s t andpoi nt  I  was an 
educ at o r . So whenever  t hey' came t o me I  s i mpl y quot ed, I  never  
adv i s ed. I  s i mpl y pl aced t he mat er i al  bef o r e t hem and t hey 
t ook i t . I  s a i d , you make your  own dec i s i o n . 



I nt er v i ew wi t h GEORGE KURATOMI , Tul e Lake Cent er , J ul y 11, 1944 
Addr ess : St ockade 

Mr . Bes i g: My under st andi ng when I  came over  t o v i s i t  you f el l ows was 
t hat  we wer e t o be al l owed a pr i vat e conf er ence wi t h 
you. I  am now i nf or med such a pr i vat e conf er ence wi l l  not  
be al l owed us , t hat  t he admi ni s t r at i on i ns i s t s upon t he 
pr esence of  t hese boys wi t h t he guns on t hei r  h i ps , t o 
whi ch we obj ect  of  cour se, i ns i s t i ng we ar e ent i t l ed t o 
conf er  wi t h c l i ent s pr i v at el y . And I  per sonal l y don't  wi sh 

. t o par t i c i pat e i n pr oceedi ngs such as t h i s , because I  f eel  
maybe you boys woul dn't  expr ess your sel ves as f r eel y as 
you woul d expr ess your sel ves i f  you wer e al one wi t h us , 
and unl ess you have somet hi ng t o say t o me, O. K . , 
ot her wi se, I  am not  go i ng ahead. 

(At  t hi s poi nt  i n t he i nt er v i ew, t he pr oj ec t  at t or ney , Mr . L ec hl i t er , 
came i nt o t he pol i ce headquar t er s and wi shed t o know what  was wr ong- -
Mr . Bes i g havi ng pr ev i ous l y t el ephoned t o Mr . Best  t o pr ot est  at  t he 
l ack of  pr i vacy and havi ng been t o l d he coul d t ake i t  or  l eave i t - -
and at  Mr . Bes i g 's i ns i s t ence t hat  he woul d not  conduct  i nt er vi ews 
wi t h t hese boys wi t h a pol i ceman i n t he r oom, Mr . L ec hl i t er  ar r anged 
f o r  t he t wo pol i cemen t o s i t  di r ec t l y out s i de t he door s of  t he smal l  
r oom i n whi ch t he i nt er v i ews wer e he l d . ) 

A. My name i s Kur at omi . 

Q. And you have some par ent s i n t he Cent er ? 

A. No. I  have a f i anc ee. 

Q.. Oh, you ar e t he boy wi t h t he baby . I  under st and i t  i s a good-
l ooki ng baby . 

A. I  haven't  been gi ven a chance t o see i t . 

Q. Your  f i ancee was ar ound t o see us yest er day af t er noon and I  don't  
know what  I  can do t o hel p you her e. I  under st and you ar e a 
c i t i zen of  t he Uni t ed St at es . Wher e wer e you bo r n. 

A. T hat ' s r i ght . San Di ego . 

Q. And how ol d ar e you? A. 29, now. 

4.  Y ou' r e 29 now. I  under st and t hat  Mr . Enni s was ar ound her e t he 
ot her  day- - he i s f r om t he Depar t ment  of  J us t  i ce- - and t hat  he 
di scussed wi t h you t he po s s i bi l i t y of  r enounc i ng your  c i t i zens h i p . 

A. I  have not  consent ed. 

Q. You appr ec i at e of  cour se t hat  i f  you consent  t o r enunc i at i on of  
your  c i t i zens h i p , t hen you wi l l  t her ef or e be t r eat ed as an al i en 
and wi l l  be shi pped out  of  her e.-  That  i s t he r eason why t hey want  
you f o l ks t o r enounce. 

A . Now, I  r ead and I  have t aken keen i nt er est  i n what  your  or gani za-
t i on has been doi ng i n or der  t o uphol d t he c i v i l  r i ght s of  t he 
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Amer i can c i t i z ens and t he onl y t h i ng I  as k , whi ch I  wi sh t o 
r eques t , i s dec enc y . The t r eat ment  we have been r ec ei v i ng t o 
t hi s dat e I  cannot  see t he r eason of  my det ent i o n , es pec i al l y 
over  such a l ong per i od of  t i me, i n t he pl ace wi t h t he St ockade, 
wi t h t he ar my guar d ar ound, and as you not i ce t he pl ace i s bl oc k 
ed o f f  wi t h beaver  bo ar d. We cannot  even see anybody, and t he 
mai l  has not  been comi ng i n . 

You have not  r ec ei ved any mai l  s i nce about  t he f i r s t  of  J ul y? 

And f i r s t - c l as s mai l  has al ways been censor ed and has t o be 
opened bef o r e i t  comes i n . 

The WRA or  Ar my? 

They won't  l et  i t  i n unl ess i t  i s open and a t hi r d par t y has t o 
open i t  and I  know i t  i s agai ns t  a F eder al  l aw. 

I n ot her  wor ds , mai l  t hat  comes f r om out s i de t he Cent er  has t o 
be opened? 

I t  i s al ways opened bef o r e i t  comes i n . And t hen you have hear d 
about  t he f ac t  t hat  we haven't  been gi ven an oppor t uni t y t o 
even see anyone dur i ng t hat  per i od. 

I  c an ' t  see any j us t i f i c at i o n f o r  t hat . Can't  see what  i n h e l l  
bas i s t hey woul d have f o r  deny i ng t hat . Of  c our s e, t he c l ai m 
i s t hat  messages mi ght  be sent  t o t he Cent er  pr oper  and cause 
addi t i onal  d i f f i c u l t i e s . That  i s t hei r  s t o r y , of  c our s e. 

That  i s t hei r  f ea r . And we cannot  seem t o conv i nce t hem t hat  
i t  i s go i ng t o be o t her wi s e. That  i s t he mai n po i n t . As soon 
as we can conv i nce t he aut ho r i t i es t hat  t he f r i c t i o n whi ch i s 
ex i s t i ng i n t he Cent er  at  t he pr esent  t i me coul d be di s s o l ved 
by l i qu i dat i o n o f  t he St oc k ade, t hat  i s t o s ay , t hat  peopl e i n 
her e be r el eas ed back t o t he Cent er .- - We cannot  convi nce t he 
aut ho r i t i es , es pec i a l l y t he h i gh o f f i c i a l s her e. That  i s t he 
d i f f i c u l t y we ar e c onf r ont i ng now. Day af t er  day we ar e bei ng 
gi ven t he same l i ne say i ng you mi ght  be r el eas ed somet i me soon. 
That  i s t he onl y pr omi se t hey say 7 whi ch i s ver y i ndef i n i t e , 
and we ask f o r  t he r eason of  our  det ent i o n, and t hey r ef us e t o 
t e l l  us , so t her e i s a poi nt  and we c an' t  seem t o budge t hat . 
We ar e f o r c ed at  gun po i nt , so t her e you ar e . 

What  sor t  of  pr opos i t i on do t hey come t o you wi t h? 

They hav en' t  come wi t h any pr o po s i t i o n. 

Except  l as t  Sunday, when Snni s was her e- - or  when was he her e? 
He was her e ver y r ec ent l y . 

3 or  4 days ago, 5 days ago . 

Why d i d he come t o you? Di d he expl ai n t he new b i l l  t hat  was 
passed? 

T h at ' s r i gh t . 
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Q. Di d he say he was go i ng t o send f or ms her e? 

A . That  I  d i d n ' t  hear , but  I  hear  someone was t o l d t o t hat  e f f ec t . 

Q. And t hat  i s appar ent l y what  t hey i nt end t o do , and appar ent l y 
t h i nk t hey have got  i t  wel l  set  up so t hat  t he boys wi l l  r eques t  
r enunc i at i o n . That , of  cour se you under s t and, i s a per sonal  
mat t er  wi t h each per son and you do n ' t  have t o do anyt hi ng you 
do n ' t  want  t o do . They won't  be her ded i nt o any ac t i o n . I  t h i nk 
you boys ar e capabl e enough of  dec i di ng t hat  i ssue f o r  y our s el v es . 
I t ' s none of  my bus i nes s . Anybody want s t o r enounce hi s c i t i zen-
s h i p , t hat ' s up t o hi m. 

What  was your  r el at i on t o t hi s s i t uat i on her e? 

A . I  was el ec t ed t o be t he head of  t hi s bl oc k r epr es ent at i ves body . 

Q. You wer e t o be t he head? 

A. Y es , I  was el ec t ed t o be t he head, whi c h aut omat i c al l y became t he 
head of  t he nego t i at i ng commi t t ee, t he chai r man. 

Q. You wer e t he chai r man of  t he nego t i at i ng commi t t ee? And who 
el ec t ed t hese bl o c k r epr es ent at i v es ? 

A. The peopl e at  l ar ge. The way i t  wor ked I  have t o expl ai n t o you 
f r om t he ver y begi nn i ng. But  t h i s t hi ng- I  cannot  be exac t , was 
t he 15t h of  Oct ober  I  be l i ev e , t her e was an acc i dent  i n t he f ar m 
r oad and i n or der  t o handl e t hat  s i t uat i on t he peopl e f or med t he 
bl oc k r epr es ent at i v es , t hey el ec t ed one per son or  an al t er nat e 
f r om each b l o c k . 

Q. Now, l et  me i nt er pose a ques t i on her e, l as t hat  el ec t i on hel d 
wi t h t he appr oval  of  t he admi ni s t r at i on? 

A . The poi nt  i s t hat - -

Q. I  mean wer e t hese r epr es ent at i ves who wer e dul y r ec ogni zed by 
t he admi ni s t r at i on? 

A. No. not  at  t hat  t i me. The i nt ent i on was t hat  s i nce t he Cent er  
was i n such a t ur moi l  on account  of  t h i s segr egat i on and t hat  
maj o r i t y of  us wer e new ar r i v al s and t her e was no or gani zat i on at  
t hat  t i me t o mor e or  l es s combat  or  handl e t he s i t uat i on and t hat  
nec es s i t y was ur gent  at  t hat  t i me t hat  t he peopl e el ec t ed t hese 
bl oc k r epr es ent at i v es , and our  i nt ent i on of  cour se was t hat  
o r gani zat i on t o be t empor ar y because we had t he f ee l i ng , we had 
t he knowl edge t hat  i n or der  t o wor k any t hi ng out  i n t he Cent er  as 
r epr es ent at i v es of  t he peopl e we had to have t he under s t andi ng 
bet ween t he admi ni s t r at i on; and t hat  s i nce t hat  body was a t empor -
ar y i ns t i t ut i o n we had t o get  t he appr oval  of  t he aut hor i t y i n 
or der  t o f or m a per manent  one, and t hat  f or mat i on was mor e or  l es s 
o k 'd by Mr . Myer "dur i ng hi s v i s i t  her e, November  1s t . So nat ur -
a l l y , t he ni ght  of  November  4t h we wer e i n t he pr ocess of  el ec t i ng 
t hese commi t t ees and whi ch commi t t ee woul d aut omat i c al l y be 
pr esent ed t o t he admi ni s t r at i on f o r  appr oval  and t hat  was t he set -
up we had. But  I  t hi nk t he whol e t h i ng, t he whol e mat t er  was t hat  
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t he ni ght  of  t he 4t h t her e was a commot i on down i n t he war e-
house s ec t i o n, whi ch r es ul t ed i n t he as saul t  upon t wo 
Cauc as i an, I nt er nal  Sec ur i t y men. Wel l , under  t he ci r cum-
st ances of  cour se t hese bl oc k r epr es ent at i ves and t he 
nego t i at i ng commi t t ee whi ch was at t ached t o i t , had not hi ng 
t o do wi t h t he commot i on, but  I  do n ' t  know how t he admi ni s -
t r at i on at t ached t hose t wo t hi ngs t oget her , but  t hey ev i dent -
l y got  t he i mpr ess i on t hat  t he bl ock r epr es ent at i ves wer e 
r es pons i bl e f o r  t hat  commot i on on t he ni ght  of  t he 4t h and 
t hat  was t he whol e mi x- up, and t hat  i s what  s t ar t ed t h i s 
t hi ng go i ng i n r ever se agai ns t  us , t hat  was t he whol e s i t u-
at i o n . And at  subsequent  hear i ngs and i nt er r ogat i ons t hat  
we have r ec ei ved we j us t  c o u l dn ' t  conv i nce t he per sons i n 
power  t o t he ef f ec t  t hat  we had not hi ng t o do wi t h t hat  or  
our  det ent i on her e i s i l l eg a l . We j us t  c oul dn't  budge t he 
ar my or  t he WRA. 

Q. Wher e wer e you at  t he t i me of  t he commot i on? 

A. I  was i n Bl ock 15 Mess Ha l l . We wer e hav i ng a meet i ng t her e. 
J us t  as I  ment i oned awhi l e ggo, s el ec t i ng t hi s f i na l  com-
mi t t ee member s. 

Q. To i nt er v i ew Mr . Myer ? 

A . No, t hat  was af t er  hi s depar t ur e. You s ee, t hi s was t he 
ni ght  of  t he 4t h and Mr . Myer  was her e t he 1st  of  November . 

Q. Ah I  s ee, and wer e you i mmedi at el y ar r es t ed? 

A . No, I  was not  ar r es t ed i mmedi at el y , but  t hat  one poi nt  we 
s t i l l  cannot  f i gur e out  t o t hi s day . That  i s of  cour se af t er  
t he commot i on of  t he 4t h , t he Ar my was c al l ed i n t o quel l  
t he di s t ur bance and nat ur al l y t he ar my s t ar t ed t o f i r e and 
used t anks ana ar mor ed car s and event ual l y t he l i t t l e com-
mot i on whi ch was r eal l y a smal l  one was quel l ed, and af t er  
t he ar my had t aken over  t her e was no c ent r al  o r gani zat i on i n 
t he col ony t o deal  wi t h anybody admi ni s t er i ng t he Cent er , so 
Co l . Aus t i n , L t . Co l . Aus t i n , he s el ec t ed t he war den's o f f i c e 
t o be t he onl y pl ace wher e t her e woul d be t el ephone connect i on 
bet ween t he admi ni s t r at i on ar e and t he col ony and Mr . Tsuda- -
I  i magi ne you have met  hi m- - he was i n char ge of  t he war den's 
o f f i c e t hen and nat ur al l y he was i nf or med and he - went  t o see 

'Co l . Aus t i n and we went  t o see t he Co l onel  t oo t o di s c us s 
var i ous mat t er s per t ai n i ng t o t he r et ur n t o wor k of  t he 
wor ker s who wer e kept  i dl e r i ght  af t er  t hi s di s t ur bance 
because nobody was al l owed t o get  i ns i de t hi s hos p i t al  ar ea 
wher e t he mai n gat e i s now bet ween t he Cent er  and t he 
ho s p i t a l . We had t hr ee or  f our  conf er ences af t er  t hat . The 
poi nt  was t hi s t hat  when t he ar my f i r s t  had t aken over , t hey 
want ed t o r et ur n t he wor ker s gr oup by gr oup i n t he war ehouse 
ar ea. I  t h i nk t her e ar e somet hi ng l i k e 105 per sons wor k i ng, 
t he ar my onl y want ed 25 t o r et ur n t o wor k . Now, t he J apanese 
have a psychol ogy whi ch mor e or  l ess pr ompt s t hem t o wor k i n 

�a un i t . " They hat e t o see ha l f  of  t hem wor k i ng and t he ot her  
par t  i d l e f o r  no r eason at  a l l , and we knew t hat  f eel i ng so 
we r eques t ed f o r  t he ar my t o r ec ons i der  t he pr obl em. I n 
ot her  wor ds , i f  t he ar my want ed one gr oup t o be bac k , we 
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want ed a l l  of  t hem t o be bac k . We succeeded i n put t i ng t he 
gar bage cr ew and t he coal  cr ew bac k as a body but  wi t h t he war e-
house body we had c ons i der abl e d i f f i c u l t y . Then dur i ng t he 
cour se of  di s c us s i ons or  conf er ences we have been hav i ng wi t h t he 
ar my o f f i c i a l s , t he poi nt  about  t he next  meet i ng was br ought  up 
t o i nf or m on t he t hi ngs whi ch had t aken pl ace up t o t hat  t i me." 
That  was ar ound t he 8t h of  November . Then t he dat e was dec i ded 
t o be t he 13t h f o r  member s of  t he c o l ony , t hat  i s , member s f r om 
a l l , f r om t he bl oc k r epr es ent at i v es body , and t he Co l . t o speak 
at  t he mass meet i ng. Unf o r t unat el y t hat  pr ev i ous day , t hat  was 
t he f i n a l  di s c us s i on we had wi t h Co l . Aus t i n , at  whi ch t i me Co l . 
br ought  up t he poi nt  t hat  we wer en' t  t he ac t ual  r epr es ent at i v es . 
I  do n ' t  know wher e he got  t he no t i on, but  he began t o say we wer e 
us i ng pr essur e i n or der  t o mai nt ai n t hat  power  t o be t he negot i a-
t i ng body . 

Q. May I  ask one quest i on- - how many per sons par t i c i pat ed i n t hi s 
el ec t i on? 

A. Oh, ever ybody . 

Q. To el ec t  t he bl ock r epr es ent at i v es . 

A. Ever ybody i n t he Cent er . Because each bl o c k el ec t ed one per son 
t o be t he del egat e. So ever yone par t i c i pat ed. That  i s , t he bl oc k 
meet i ngs wer e c al l ed by t he bl oc k manager s . 

Q.. Those wer e f r ee and open el ec t i o ns ? 

A. That  i s r i gh t , anybody was t o par t i c i pat e. 

Q. Any t hose over 21 year s of  age wer e e l i g i b l e? 

A. I  c o u l dn ' t  say t he age l i mi t , because I  do n ' t  t hi nk t her e was an 
age l i mi t , but  anybody who i s- - at  l eas t  one per son f r om one uni t  
or  one f ami l y was pr es ent . 

Q. So Kar t man- - or  was i t  Co l . Aus t i n , d i dn ' t  t hi nk you wer e a 
r epr es ent at i ve gr oup? 

A . Wel l , Capt ai n Har t man came i n r at her  l at e, at  t hat  t i me i t  was 
Co l . Aus t i n . What  gave hi m t hat  i mpr ess i on I  do n ' t  know. But  
someone di d ment i on t hat  f ac t  because t he conf er ences and negot i a-
t i ons t hat  we have been conduct i ng wi t h t he Co l onel  had been 
go i ng on ver y smoot hl y up t o t hat  day , I  t hi nk i t  was t he 10t h 
or  11t h , he began t o doubt  our  power  as a r epr es ent at i ve body . 

Q. I  s ee. Now when wer e you pi c ked up? 

A. I  was n' t  exac t l y pi cked up, because af t er  November  13t h- - t hat  i s , 
r i ght  af t er  t hat  speech t he Col  made- - t he ni ght  of  t he 13t h, t he 
peopl e began t o be pi cked up. 

Q. And what  di d t he Col onel  say i n t hat  speech? 

A. Wel l , I  have t o expl ai n t hat  s i t uat i o n . Af t er  I  came bac k f r om 
t he meet i ng wi t h t he Co l onel  I  had t o expl ai n j us t  what  he t o l d 
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us , t hat  he d i dn ' t  exac t l y t h i nk we wer e t he nego t i at i ng body , 
and t hat  nego t i at i on mor e or  l ess came t o a deadl oc k . Then I  
al s o ment i oned t he f ac t  t hat  t her e was t o be a speech by Co l . 
Aus t i n , But  unf o r t unat el y at  t hat  meet i ng t he mot i on was made and 
c ar r i ed t o t he ef f ec t  t hat  i t  woul d not  be nec es s ar y , t hat  t he 
bl oc k r epr es ent at i ves di d not  f ee l  i t  was nec es s ar y , t o at t end 
t he meet i ng. That  was br ought  up and passed and. t hat  s i t uat i on 
s t ands as i t  was , so al t hough Co l . Aus t i n d i d post  mi meogr aphed 
sheet s i n eac h mess h a l l , I  do n ' t  bel i eve t hat  t he at t endance 
was ver y l ar ge. That  I  don' t  know because I  d i dn ' t  go my s el f . 
Then t he ar r es t s s t ar t ed t he ni ght  of  t he 13t h and cont i nued on 
and on and I  do n ' t  know how many J apanese wer e pi cked up, but  I  
i magi ne over  500. I  was mor e or  l ess i n h i di ng unt i l  t he 30t h 
of  November . Then we managed t o cont act  t he F BI  because t her e 
wer e many po i nt s t hat  we want ed t o expr ess and expl ai n t o t hem, 
and at  t hat  t i me t he F BI  men wer e i n her e i n f o r c e, I  t h i nk 10 
or  12 j  I  do n ' t  know how many but  qui t e a f ew. We managed t o 
t al k wi t h t hem and had t o expl ai n t o t hem about  t he f ood s i t u-
at i on and var i ous ot her  r eques t s t hat  t he c o l oni s t s made and i t s 
r easons f o r  i t - - and about  t he f ood I  t h i nk Mr . Sugi mot o coul d 
gi ve you f u l l  i nf o r mat i on. Af t er  we had t he conf er ence wi t h t he 
F B I , I  was put  i n t he smal l  St ockade f o r  11 day s . 

Q. For  what  r eason? 

A. I  c an' t  s ay . They d i dn ' t  t e l l  us . But  I  was pl aced i n t her e wi t h 
Mr . Ki mur a, Rev . Kai - - he i s i n t he St ockade her e- - Mr . Sugi mot o 
and Mr . Hi gas hi  (?)- - he went  t o Sant a F e. 

Q. And wer e you ever  gi ven any hear i ng of  any k i nd? 

A . Y es , we wer e gi v en a hear i ng, but  t he r es ul t  of  whi ch was never  
made known t o us . 

Q. I  see, and who conduct ed t hat  hear i ng? 

A. The f i r s t  t i me, r i ght  af t er . I  made my f u l l  expl anat i on t o t he 
F BI  t hen not hi ng was done t o us unt i l  10t h or  11t h of  December , 
10 or  11 days I  was put  i n t he l i t t l e St oc k ade. Not hi ng t o do 
what soever  dur i ng t hat  t i me. Then t he 11t h day I  was c al l ed out  
t o t he I nt er nal  Sec ur i t i es o f f i c e over  i n t hat  sec t i on and t her e 
I  was gi ven t he hear i ng t her e. 

Q. By whom? 

A. Mr . Mar t  and Mr . Si l v er t ho r n. He was t he pr o j ec t  at t or ney her e 
I  be l i ev e, he l ef t  a l r eady . Two ar my boys wer e pr es ent , one 
ser geant  and one c o r po r al . 

Q. Wer e you i nf or med t hat  you had t he r i ght  t o counsel ? 

A . No. 

Q. What  di d t hey say? They mer el y want ed t o ques t i on you? 

A. No, t hey j us t  kept  on ques t i oni ng. 
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Q. Ques t i oni ng you about  what ? 

A. Caus i ng t he di s t ur banc e, r i o t  and what  no t . J us t  t o make t hei r  
own r ec o r d, I  be l i ev e. They d i dn ' t  al l ow us t o have counsel  or  
anyt hi ng of  t hat  nat ur e. 

Q. Have you had subsequent  hear i ngs? 

A. Y es , I  was c al l ed i n t o Capt ai n Kar t man's o f f i c e once, whi ch 
r es ul t ed i n no ac t i on at  a l l . Then I  had a t a l k wi t h Mr . Best  
t wo or  t hr ee t i mes and hi s answer  was t hat  I  wi l l  be r el eas ed 
ev ent ual l y , he d i dn ' t  say when, or  woul dn' t  say what  r easons 
we wer e bei ng hel d . 

Q. Wel l , appar ent l y t hey have ever y conf i dence t hat  you wi l l  be r e-
l eased t o Sant a F e, and of  cour se, whet her  or  not  you go t o 
Sant a Fe i s your  bus i nes s . By t he way, what  i s t he gener al  f eel -
i ng i n t he gr oup on t hat  pos i t i on? 

A . I  t h i nk t hey wi sh t o c l ar i f y t hemsel ves bef o r e ever  t hey do go t o 
Sant a Fe- - t hey wi sh t o c l ear  t hemsel ves of  t he accusat i ons t hey 
have been put  under . They want  t o be t r i ed on char ges i f  t her e 
ar e char ges agai ns t  t hem. 

Q. You mean t hey want  open hear i ngs ? I  can succeed i n get t i ng t hese 
peopl e t o s pec i f y exac t l y what  t hey have agai ns t  you, of  c our s e. 
Have you any i nf or mat i on t hat  mi ght  be of  f ur t her  i nt er es t  t o us? 

A. The poi nt  i s t h i s , now, I  have been educat ed most  of  my l i f e i n 
t hi s c ount r y . Of  cour se, I  was i n J apan f or  seven y ear s , a l l  
t hat  t i me I  was i n s c hoo l , and af t er  my gr aduat i on and my assoc i a-
t i on wi t h Caucas i ans I  r ea l l y appr ec i at e t he pr i nc i p l es of  
democr acy upon whi ch t hi s count r y s t ands ,, and when I  had t he hear -
i ng I  expr essed t o t hem t i me and agai n t hat  af t er  a l l  I  have 
r equest ed mysel f  t o be expat r i at ed t o J apan but  t he poi nt  i s t hat  
i f  I  do go back t o J apan- nat ur al l y , I  don't  know what  some ot her  
peopl e mi ght  say , but  I  woul d l i k e t o gi ve a good i mpr ess i on about  
t h i s c ount r y . They won't  bel i ev e t hat , i f  I  am t o be gi ven t r eat -
ment  l i ke t h i s . Maybe I  won't  say i t , but  some ot her s may say 
t hose t hi ngs t hey have encount er ed ever  s i nce t he t i me of  
ev ac uat i on. And I  do n ' t  see any sense i n us bei ng kept  as i n a 
pr i son . 

Q. They say you ar e not  pr i s oner s . 

A. But  what ' i s i t ? What  i s i t  t o have a man mar chi ng i n f r ont  of  
you and behi nd you and wi t h a gun, and ar my guar d 24 hour s a day? 
Then anot her  t h i ng, I  wi sh t o ment i on i s t he f ac t  t hat  we have 
not  been gi ven any f i nanc i a l  as s i s t anc e s i nce our  i nt er nment  her e. 
About  t wo mont hs ago t hey br ought  us a sheet  say i ng t he per sons 
who t ake car e of  t he l at r i nes and mess ha l l s woul d be gi ven t he 
wor k or der  by t he WRA, whi ch woul d be $16. 00 a mont h, and at  t hat  
t i me t her e wer e ar ound 60 l ef t  and out  of  t hat  I  t h i nk t en wer e 
t o be gi ven t he wor k o r der . But  we had r ef used on t he gr ound t hat  
we had never  been gi ven such a c ons i der at i on f or  t hat  t i me and 
t hat  onl y a smal l  per cent age wor k i ng and t he r es t  woul d be not  
equal , so we d i dn ' t  f ee l  i t  was r i ght  f o r  t hat  smal l  per cent age 
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t o get  t he p r o f i t s . So we r ef us ed t o accept  t hat  o f f er . 

Q. Have you s i gned any s t at ement s f o r  t he F BI ? 

A. No, I  have never  s i gned any s t at ement . 

Q. Wel l , you ar e not  r equi r ed t o do s o , you know, of  c our s e. 

A . I n f ac t , I  have never  s i gned any st at ement  s i nce my i nt er nment  her e. 

Q. How l ong have you been her e? 

A . Si nc e t he l at t er  par t  of  Oc t ober . I  went  t o J er ome f i r s t . 

Q. You came her e f r om J er ome. A. Y es . 

Q. Wer e you mi s t r eat ed by any of  t hese po l i c e o f f i c er s , bes i des bei ng 
pl aced i n t he s pec i al  St ockade? 

A . Mysel f ? They have t r i ed t he t h i r d degr ee on me, but  I  l aughed 
and sai d do n ' t  t h i nk you ar e goi ng t o do t hat  t o me. but  some of  
t he boys wer e hi t  over  t he head wi t h bas ebal l  bat s- - Mr . Yemane 
and Kobayas hi . He s t i l l  has a scar  on h i s head. A l l  t hat  r ecor d 
i s bei ng kept  i n t he ho s p i t a l . They have a r ecor d of  t he i n j ur i es 
t he men s uf f er ed, because t hey needed ho s p i t al  t r eat ment . 

Q. How di d you answer  t he r egi s t r at i on? 

A . I  d i dn ' t  s i gn No . A l l  I  d i d was put  down "r ef us e t o ans wer . " 
The poi nt  i s t hat  Co l . Aus t i n and Mr . Bes t  have expr essed wi shes- -
i n f ac t . Co l . Aus t i n came out  wi t h a st at ement  say i ng t he negot i a-
t i on commi t t ee woul d never  be r e l eas ed. Ther e i s a s t at ement , 
you coul d get  i n a mi meogr aphed sheet , wi t h h i s s i gnat ur e, s ay i ng 
t he negot i at i on commi t t ee woul d never  be r el eased- December  4t h , 
I  be l i ev e . 

Q,. The char ge i s made, of  cour se, t hat  t her e ar e some bad boys among 
t hi s tgroup put  i n t he St ockade t hat  caused some d i f f i c u l t y . Now, 
t hat ' s po s s i b l e. 

A . T h at ' s pos s i bl e y es . 

Q. I  don' t  know you f r om Adam and you do n' t  know me. Ther e have been 
d i f f i c u l t i es her e and i t  i s a t ouch s i t uat i on- - when you put  
18,000 peopl e i n condi t i ons of  t h i s k i nd y o u ' r e bound t o have 
t r o ubl e. But  my f eel i ng i s t hat  unl ess t hese peopl e have done 
somet hi ng c r i mi nal  or  unl ess you can pr ove t hey have conspi r ed t o 
commi t  v i o l ence or  do somet hi ng unl awf ul , t her e i s no l egal  bas i s 
f o r  det ai n i ng t hem. 

A. And es pec i a l l y , i f  we wer e t o be gui l t y we shoul d have been not i -
f i ed t o t hat  ef f ec t  l ong ago. 

You shoul d have been char ged and t r i ed . 

We've been s t uck i n her e now ei ght  mont hs and i f  we' r e t o be t r i ed 
i t  mi ght  be anot her  year  -  t he poi nt  i s we woul d l i ke t o c l ar i f y 
our s el v es . 
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our s el v es . 

Q. "hat  sor t  of  a c l ar i f i c at i o n woul d s at i s f y you f el l ows ? 

A . The onl y poi nt  and what  we have been as k i ng Mr . Bes t , i s t hat  when 
t hese 19 per sons wer e sent  t o Sant a F e�t h e i r  r eques t  was t hat  
t hey wer e member s of  t h i s bl oc k r epr es ent at i v es body , t hey want ed 
t o r es i gn whi ch woul d s ui t  Mr . Best  ver y f i ne because he want ed 
t hi s o r i g i nal  b l o c k r epr es ent at i v es o r gani zat i on t o d i s s o l v e, and 
of  cour se Co l . Aus t i n expr essed t hat  des i r e t oo . Anot her  t hi ng 
i s t hat  f r om t he dat e of  t he array t ak i ng over  and subsequent  
r e l eas e, I  went  t o t he WRA. The peopl e i n t he Cent er  woul d be 
r at her  cur i ous t o know j us t  how t h i s whol e pr obl em was handl ed and 
t o what  s o l ut i on we came. I n ot her  wor ds , unt i l  t hat  t h i ng can 
be ef f ec t ed, I  do n ' t  t hi nk i t  i s ever  goi ng t o be a peac ef ul  
Cent er  agai n and I  do n ' t  seem t o be abl e t o convi nce Mr . Bes t , 
maybe I  am not  el oquent  enough, I  do n ' t  know, but  t hat  i s t he onl y 
po i nt . 

Q. Wel l , how woul d you do t hat ? 

A . But  we have t o get  out  of  her e bef o r e we can t e l l  t he peopl e. 
Nov/ t hese peopl e wer e sent  t o Sant a P e. 

Q. I n ot her  wor ds , t he pos i t i on you t ake i s t hat  you shoul d be 
r el eas ed f r om her e. 

A. That  i s t he onl y poi nt  ever ybody i s t r y i ng t o wor k , whi ch t hey 
hav en' t  succeeded as y et . 

Q. The r el eas e f r om her e- - you s ay , r el eas e f r om her e t o Tul e Lake? 

A . And t hen i t  i s our  i nt ent i on t o expat r i at e our sel ves or  no t . 

Q. Di d you ever  appl y f or  a l eave c l ear ance? 

A . I  never  hav e. 

Q. What  i s your  f ee l i ng about  l eav i ng t he Cent er ? 

A . I  know a number  of  Caucas i ans who wi l l  back me up. 

Q. What  k i nd of  wor k di d you do . 

A . I  had a pr oduce mar ket  i n San Di ego . Of  t hat , I  am not  a f r a i d . 
A l s o , i f  I  d i d go back t o J apan of  cour se I  car r y my Amer i can 
educat i on and Amer i can i deal s wi t h me. I  under st and t he d i f f i -
cul t y I  am c onf r ont i ng. The poi nt  i s i t  s t i l l  r emai ns t o me t hat  
I  was educat ed and r ai s ed i n t h i s count r y dur i ng my ado l escent  
age whi ch i s t he most  i mpor t ant  age. Thi s i dea of  democr acy and 
Amer i cani sm i s j us t  l ocked i n my head, i t  i s bound t o pop up some 
p l ac e. But  t he poi nt  i s , i f  I  see a l l  t hese t hi ngs happen such 
as evacuat i on and i nt er nment  her e, whi c h i s ver y unl awf ul �t hes e 
t hi ngs I  l i ke t o get  c l ear ed up, and you have not i ced t he at t i t ude 
and di s pos i t i on of  some of  t hese men i n char ge of  t h i s Cent er , i t  
i s r ea l l y out r ageous . 
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A. I  agr ee wi t h y ou. 

A. I  have f ought  wi t h p r ac t i c a l l y a l l  of  t hem so f a r , as nobody was 
f r ank enough t o r el eas e us t o t he Cent er . I  do n ' t  know how soon 
t hey can have a qui et er  Cent er  i n her e. 

<2. Of  c our s e, t hey ar e f ea r f u l . 



I nt er v i ew wi t h e r s . Vi o l et  Mat suda at  Tul e Lake Cent er , J ul y 10. 
1944. Addr ess : 617A 

A. I  am 28 year s o l d. I  have t hr ee c hi l dr en, t hey ar e 9, 7 and 1. 

q.  And your  husband i s i n t he St ockade now? 

A. My "br ot her  i s i n t he St ockade. 

Q. You ar e r es i di ng wi t h your  husband her e? 

A. Yes . 

Q. I s your  br ot her  mar r i ed? 

A. No . He i s 21. 

Q. Ar e you comi ng t o see me wi t h r ef er ence t o your  br ot her ? 

A. I  am t he onl y i mmedi at e f ami l y her e. Hi s par ent s ar e i n J apan. 
My ot her  br ot her  i s i n t he U . S . army ser v i ng i n Guadal canal . 

Q. Do you know why your  br ot her  i s i n t he St ockade? 

A. My br ot her  i s f r om J er ome, as I  am. 

Q. How l ong have you been her e? 

A. We came her e Febr uar y 19, I  bel i ev e. 

Q. Ar e you a San F r anc i scan? 

A. I ' m a F r esno g i r l . I  was bor n i n Hawai i . 

Q. And you and your  f ami l y wer e sent  t o J er ome. 

A. We wer e sent  t o t he F r esno Assembl y Cent er , t hen t o J er ome, 
t hen t o he r e . 

Q. Have you asked f or  expat r i at i on? 

A. Y es , i n J er ome. 

q.  And your  br o t her , t oo? 

A. Y es . 

q.  But  you ar e c i t i zens ? 

A. My br ot her  and I  ar e c i t i zens . My husband i s an a l i en , 

q.  What  r eason has been gi ven f o r  t he det ent i on of  your  br ot her ? 

A . He was sent  t o st op t he r i o t  t hat  ni ght  of  Nov. 4t h. 

q . By whom? 

A. I  do n ' t  know. 
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Q. He was sent  t o s t op t he r i o t ? 

A . He was wi t h Rev . Kai  and Geor ge Kur at omi . but  I  don't  know who 
sent  hi m. He was go i ng t o t he war ehouse ar ea and was t aken i n 
cust ody t hat  n i ght , t hat  ni ght  when t he war den saw hi m he was not  
wounded at  a l l . The war den came out  of  t he hos pi t al  two or  t hr ee 
days l at er  af t er  t he 4t h and t o l d us he was not  wounded but  l at er  
on he was gi ven medi cal  t r eat ment  at  t he hos pi t al  f o r  many 
as s au l t s . No . I  have not  seen hi m but  t he nur se and t he doct or s 
have t o l d me. And I  have wr i t t en t o t he Spani sh Consul at e i n r e-
gar d t o t hat , but  t hey c an't  do anyt hi ng because he i s a c i t i z en . 

Q. And I  do n ' t  suppose i t  woul d be a good i dea f o r  you t o t e l l  me who 
t o l d you? You woul d l i ke me t o see your  br ot her  at  t he St ockade, 
woul d you? 

A . Y es , Because I  c an ' t  get  det ai l s t o what  ext ent  he was wounded. 
I  have been t o l d t hat  he was not  gi ven t he medi cal  t r eat ment  he 
asked f o r . 

Q. Do you wr i t e t o hi m? 

A. I  do and my l et t er s ar e r ead by t he WRA. 

Q. They ar e censor ed? 

A. Y es . But  made f un of  t oo , because I  am such a hot  head. 

Q,. Wel l , I  am a hot head t oo . But  he has cor r esponded wi t h you? 

A . Y es . Q. Have you ever  under t aken t o v i s i t  hi m? 

A. I  have t r i ed , but  I  have been r ef us ed and deni ed and al l  t hat  
and my mot her  i s c r i t i c a l l y i l l  i n Por t l and, Or egon, and she was 
i n t he hos pi t al  t wo mont hs her e and asked t o see hi m and even 
t hat  has been deni ed. 

Q,. To whom di d you appl y f o r  per mi ss i on t o v i s i t ? 

A. At  t hat  t i me I  went  t o t he Ar my and I  have al so c al l ed Mr . 
B l ac k ' s s ec r et ar y . 

Q. Si nce t he WRA t ook over  t he St ockade?' 

A. I  t h i nk s o . I  have asked mor e t han once t o t he ar my and t hey have 
r ef used f l a t l y , and t hen I  have asked to" WRA and so di d Mr s . Mo r i . 

Q. Appar ent l y t hey d i dn ' t  t e l l  me t he s t or y s t r ai ght . She hadn' t  seen 
her  husband f o r  ei ght  mont hs . They c l ai med she had never  come 
ar ound t o ask t o see her  husband. 

A . We have al ways as k ed. Al l  of  us i ndi v i dual l y have asked, what ever  
we do t hey i gnor e us . Ar ound Dec . as soon as t he Army t ook over , 
I  went  t o ask t hem many t i mes , t hey have never  har dl y t o l d me any-
t h i ng. But  t he r emar ks made on my br ot her  came, so I  saw t he 
I nt er nal  Sec ur i t y was on t he ni ght  of  Nov. 4 t hey sai d my br ot her  
as s aul t ed t hem, but  t he cause of  di s t ur bance t hat  he i s a pr essur e 
boy- - t hat  i s t he r emar k wr i t t en on my br o t her ' s c har t . 

Q. I  don' t  know what  t hat  means . A. I  do n ' t  e i t her . 
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Q. They hawn' t  al l owed you t o so© Mm, al t hough you bar© requested Mrm 

Bl ack's sooretary? 
t hey sai d 1 am o spionag© agent , 

Ai  I  haw soon Mr , Best . I  have been t hr eat ened for  Feder al  of f ense, and 
J &HgaimJ til  I  haw been t hr eat ened by I nt er nal  Secur i t y, hours al t oget her , 
you oan oheok wi t h Mr . Spol scr , Bl ack and Rober t s and Mr , Opl or , 

he i s a soci al  anal yst , he i s her e r i ght  now. 

Q. Mi at  have t hey done? Hav© t hey cob» around t o your  house t o quest i on you? 
di f f er ent  

A . Poopl e were af r ai d t o go t o t he ar sy and aski ng « l ot  of  
br ot her  "being i n the u . S. Army 1 t hought  t her e shoul d b© wor n oonsidera« 

t i on. 1 sai d, r ay brother  hasn't  dom anyt hi ng. He i ms sent  t her e t o stop 
t hat « On t he way j- oing he me pi cked up and beat en up f or  no r eason« He 
has another  br ot her  ser vi ng i n t he Cf.S. ar sy, t hey shoul d gi ve some con-
si der at i on. They have i gnored sry st at ement . They more or  l ess t ol l  s »~ 

Q. I n i nt er vi ewi ng you, do they request  you t o come t o t he pol i o© st at i on? 

A» I  wrote t o Col . Aust i n, ecranaader  her o, I  Y.rcrfce many t i mes i n r egar d t o 
t he boys i n t he Stockade t h&t  food f aci l i t i es was poor  and heat  was 
i nadequate and aski ng hi m t o improve t hat  f or  t he Bakes of  t he boys because 
t hey were i l l , end wi t hout  any speci al  r eason, and t hat  I  hel d hi m 
r esponsi bl e f or  t hei r  l i vos and wel l - bei ngs as l ong as he had them under  
cust ody. The next  day a message oar© t o us sayi ng Capt ai n Bar t man, t he 
r el at i ons of f i cer , wanted t o see me so I  went  t o see hi m and t hen he 
promised he woul d f i x t hose thi ngs and i t  w s a necessar y penal t y. 
I  sai d t hey hadn't  done anyt hi ng, but  he J ust  apparent l y gave me the 
r unar ound. 

Q. Ifev© you had any fur t her  di f f i cul t y wi t h t he mA? 

A. Yes , and t hen sometime t he end of  J anuar y�up t o t hat  t ime t he ool eni st s 
had no way of  get t i ng an i nt er vi ew wi t h the TKRA�and w© succeeded somehow 
i n havi ng t he I SA and t he Ar r ay gi ve us a meet i ng. The menfol ks were 
af r ai d and t hey sent  m©, another  gi r l  and a young boy, so I  went  t o 
t hat  meet i ng. I  have asked J SBg Ĵ f m\ J Sf t  f f l l Mj 1?? 3 o ai ml pt  
the Stockade boysP wrare Wa * t he mai n r eason t hey hatod tnem so much xor , 
mast  naveoeen 3cm© other  r eason,asi de of  pol i t i cs, and t hey sai d, wel l  

/t hese boys ar e ver y r ude, t hey have no manners and t hen t hey demand t hi ng« 
I  t hey can't  got  anyt hi ng f rom us , not hi ng but  bad Idl ings about  t hose boys. 

So I  sai d, youo ©r cai nl y t al k about  those boys, but  you don't  say t he 
I nt er nal  Secur i t y wouMsd wy br ot her  and t he ot her s, and Schmidt  jumped 
out  of  hi s okai r �Dr . Opl or  was t her e�and he asked m whore di d ycu 
hear  t hat . I  coul dn't  say where I  have hear d i t , but  I  sai d t hat  I  
coul d prove i t . He sai d you ar e one- sided t oo, and he sai d you r epeat  

i  i t , and t o t t i at  I  di dn't  answer . Schmidt  di dn't  say any mere af t er  t hat . 
I  Then I  t ol d hi m t hat  i f  t hey coul d not  sol ve t hi s t hi ng t hat  I  shal l  
I  "fc&ke i t  unsol ved t o Hi e J apanese government  and have t he» sol ve i t  f or  

us , and t hey were so onesi ded, wi t h f t l s© r epor t s, t hoy di dn't  even t r y 
/ t o l i st en t o our  si de of  t he st or y, l ie have pl ent y t o say. They di dn't  
' gi ve us a chance t o say i t . The next  day t hey sent  O'Br i en and Sandr i n? 

t o t hr eat en me. Thoy came at  l OtSO and st ayed t i l l  l i SO, di dn't  even 
l et  my husband and fami l y and ki ds ge eat . They s ai d t hey case t o 
i nvest i gat e me , t o quest i on m© and my husband. 

Q. Di d you say you di dn't  want  t o be i nvest i gat ed, t hat  you di dn't  have t o 
submi t  t o i nvest i gat i on? 
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Fi r st  t hey oame t o ay house and st ar t ed t o t al k about  t he Stockade and 
1 l et  them i n t hi nki ng they woul d hel p me af t er  t he i nt er vi ew. Mr . 
0»Br i en eat , but  I J r . di dn't  s i t , a© matter  how manor  t i mes I  
of f er ed hi m a ohai r  he J ust  stood t her e and- �X don't  know what  you 
cal l  t hat  pol i ceman's something- j ust  st ar e ftt  you f r om et ©̂ angl e � 

Q* The poi nt  we woul d l i ke t o make here i s t hat  you di &a't  say t hey 
coul dn't  come i n? 

A« Hot  at  t hat  t i me. Lat er  on 1 r ef used. 

Q. And whea you r ef used, t hey di dn't  i nsi st  upon ecai ng i n? 

A* Ho. They had a r epor t  ash t hat  I  am an espi onage agent , t hat  I  was 
connected wi t h t he r oyal  fami l y of  J apaa and i f  I  knew Pr i nce Koaoye 
t hat  I  am a f r i end of  t hei r s and a good f r i end of  t hei r  chi l dr en. 
I  don't  know wher© they got  t hei r  r e por t  a. . .wel l , I  f el t  var y l oyal  
t o t he Uni t ed St at es befor e t hi s evacuat i on and t hat  i s no l i e, and 
so di d riy Ibrother  and ho was dr af t ed and he i s ser vi ng and I  am 
gl ad he serves f or  what  he bel i eves i a. 

Q. I  don't  bl ame you f or  f eel i ng mad, at  a l l , but  of  cour se I  woul d have 
chal l enged i n t he cour ts a l ong t i me ago ay det ent i on. We ar e handl i ng 
cases i n. the cour t s now, as you - very l i kel y know, t he Euresat su and 
Undo oases, and t her e ar e some cases i n Los Angel es t hat  were 4ust  
f i l ed r ecent l y, and 1 am up here f or  the purpose of  get t i ng addi t i onal  
oases at  t hi s Center  of  pernors who have been, deni ed l eave cl ear anee, 
who want  t o get  out  and who have not  been permi t ted t o l eave. I  am 
very eager  t o get  hol d of  sueh persons i n order  t o got  t est  oases f rom 

I  Sal e Lake par t i cul ar l y. I f  you can get  persons 7#io woul d be wi l l i ng 
t o f i l e s u i t s � h a v e had di f f i cul t y 5a.get t i ng persons t o do i t . 

A* I  went  t o t ee hospi t al  one day�t he day before they t ol d me t o wi t hdr aw 
t he statements t hat  I  had wr i t t en t o Spani sh Consul  t o t he A ŝy and 

J  t o WBA i n r egar d t o the Stockade case. 

i sr e. iaatsuda here submi t ted a wr i t t en request  t o East  t o be permi t ted t o 
see her  br ot her , Yamaae, and t o be permi t ted hencefor t h t o see hi m per i odi cal l y, 

fl fci  O'Day went  wi t h her  t o Mr . Best . She shor t l y r et ur ned sayi ng t hat  she 
woul d not  be permi t t ed t hen t o see her  br ot her , anil  Mr . Best  woul d not  say 
i ihen she woul d be permi t ted t o do so. 

Hit's. 2£*t8uda t  On l ay 5t h, bei ng a Boy's Fest i val  day, we requested Si r . Best  
we coul d send soma food i a and he O.K.»d i t , o .k . 'd me by t el ephone, so I  

not i f i ed al l  t he fami l es and t hey al l  prepared something aad money ocat r i but i ons 
were t aken. On "the 4t h of  I ky , my husband and I  get  aa appointment  wi t h I r . 
Best  beeause he has been doubl e- crossi ng us , and he assur ed us and Mr s. Eal  
t he same af fceraoan, pr ovi ded we do not  put  any messages i n t f l e f ood, % 
promised and wo eoul d t ake t he whol e r esponsi bi l i t y on t he mat t er . %a t  do 
you t hi nk, t he next  day* ?&ec ever yt hi ng was made, at  9*30 I  t ol d Mr« Best  
everythi ng mi  r eady, woul d he have the mass di vi si on come, t he permi t  was 
r ef used. Wi t h al l  t he f ood, a #20.00 order  of  ¡fresh f i s h, #100.00 worht  of  
food wi t h t he cont r i but i ons t hat  we got  and di f f er ent  f ami l i es made chow mei a 
and suki ? t hat  morning i t  was deni ed t o us I  pl eaded wi t h t hem, t he food 
was al r eady made and had he deni ed i t  t he day befor e we woul dn't  have t o 
do al l  t hat , because we got  up at  f our  t o prepare ever yt hi ng. He sai d, t he 
ar sy deni ed i t . He sai d, I f r . Best , asked them. Anyway, t hey passed t he 
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buak and I  and Matsuda wenfc baok and f or t h and f  i nal l y t hat  day w* 
had.St  put  i nt o t he V®A atorago t hi nki ng tto ooul d nogcfciata aoxnewhere 
tftare and yat  i t  ms dani ed* 

Q# ĥat  ha'11 - rery l l kal y t al l  m l a t hat  noar  at  t hat  t i na t he S.oofaáda 
waa ±not  undar  r ay j ur i sdi ot i on. Consequent l y, you oan't  hol dhi m 
r ai ponai bl a, 

A» Uven i n a j ai l �ovan i n a j ai l  you can aay soaet hi ng. Boj  can a 
pr i  vi  l ogo hora be deni ad? 



Interview with FRED H. 150RI, Tule teko Stockade, J uly 11, 1944 
h ŝietino© of org® Kuratond as interpreter* 

K�rutemii  Mori / ha« asked for rel ease to the Center but i t 
ikxrl  ms vioe chai rmn of the group. 

Q* Khrfe were you on t hi s negot i at i ons comai t tee? 

A* Vi cv- xYesi dent * 

Q. And you r epr esent ed Bl oek � A . 49« 

Q� I  axa i nformed by tho pr oj ect  at t or ney t hat  you were of fer ed an oppor tuni ty 
�bo l eave t he Stockade t ut  you t ur ned i t  down* 

A* Yes, f er ee days ago* 

Q* Bi d they put  any condi t i ons on t hat ? 

A. I t  was pr ocl ai med, t he way I  under stand i s t hat  I  am a c i t i sen, I  coul d be 
i n tlxia Cent er , as soon as I  drop ci t i senshi /p I  have t o go t o Saixfca Fe* 

Q. I f cl l , you can be r el eased and s t i l l  expat r i at e your sel f « I f  you were r el eased 
here t o Tul e Labs you coul d subsequent l y r equest  r epat r i at i on, you under st and» 
You under stand you don't  have t o s i gn t hi s paper * Tho deci si on i® up t o you 
al one* A* Yes* 

Q. Tfhen I  saw tl r* Leohl i t er  he sai d i f  you s t i l l  wanted t o got  out  of  here t o 
t he o nm, "'fey t hey ni ght  l et  you go* 

A, Itvjas l i ke t hi s* I  was cal l ed and I  went  t c Beet 's of f i ce and I  don't  
knew whether  thwy sai d I  coul d go but  I  coul dn't  cl ear l y ami s» up my mind 
t o go cut » But  tat  soon I  deci ded t o go t o t he Center  and I  t ol d I nt er nal  
Secur i t y about  t hat  but  t hey sai d i t  was t oo l ate�maybe j ust  because 
Best  was upset  at  t hat  t i ?i e, 

Q* How f&ong ago was t hat ? 

A. 5*hat  r ms Saturday evsni ng, or  myhe morning* At  t hat  tisre 15r* (Lochl i t er ) sai d 
i t  i ms al l  r i ght  t o go out  f rom the Stockade on t anday morni ng* Yest er day 
af t er  I  sai d goodby t o ay wi f e «fcxtack and about  t o go t o t he Stockade her o, one 
of  t he of f i cer s of  t he I nt er nal  Secur i t y sai d what  am I  goi ng t o do, I  sai d 
I  l i ke t o get  out  of  t hi s St ockade, but  he sai d he wi l l  t el l * 

A* I  wi U t el l  Mr . Best  and 1%. Loohl i t er  t oo. 

Q* THheo. you wer e quest i oned were you accused of  havi ng done somethi ng? A. Me* 

Q* You vmr e i nt er vi ewed* A* Yes, al l  i nt er vi ewed* 

Q. I nt er vi ewed separ at el y? A» Si ngl y* 

Q* And at  t hat  t i me what  di d t hey want  t o know when t hey i ntervi ewed you? 

A. They want ed t o know about  t he i nci dent  of  November  4t h, «her e we were and 
what  we di d* 

Q* And t hese boys havs al l  deni ed any connect i on wi t h t hat  i nci dent ? 

A. I  know t hey haven't  done anythi ng* 
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A � " 

Q. Hi at  i jMidesrk oecur red at  ni ght , di dn't  l t # about  9 o'ol oek. 

A , I  don't  even know t he t i n»« 

Q. Art.l  how many peopl e wer e or i gi nal l y i nvol ved i n t hat  i nci dent ? 

A* I  6cn*t  know» I  never  was i nformsd and never  di d f i nd out . Accordi ng 
t o Mr» Baa« t her e were around 500. 

Q. Hart) you ever  been mi st r eat ed i n any way? 
�j L. ¿/  1  ,  '  1 

A. He has compl ai nt s, but  no epeoi al  oase at  t hi s t i me» 



I nt er v i ew wi t h YUKI KO MORI , at  Tu l e Lake Cent er , J u l y 10. 1944. 
Addr es s : 4907- C 

(Thr ough Yamaguchi , an 
i n t er pr et er ) 

Q. Wher e wer e you bor n? 

A . I  was bor n i n Los Angel es 

Q. You ar e mar r i ed? Have you any c h i l dr en? 

A . Y es , I  have t hr ee c h i l d r en . 

Q. Do you know why t hey have, put  your  husband over  t her e i n t he 
St oc k ade. 

A . I  do n ' t  know. 

Q,. They al l ow you t o wr i t e t o hi m? 

A . Y es . 

Q. How of t en do t hey al l ow you t o wr i t e t o hi m? 

A . They have t o smuggl e t he l et t er s i n . 

Q. I n ot her  wo r ds , t her e i s no pr ocedur e wher eby t hey may cor r es -
pond l awf u l l y or  under  r egul at i ons ? 

A . Y es . 

Q. Does your  husband wr i t e t o you? 

A . He wr i t es per i o d i c a l l y but  t hey ar e al ways l a t e . 

Q,. But  t hr ough r egul ar  c hannel s . 

A . Has t o go t hr ough hands of  WKA and Ar my. 

Q. And can you send l et t er s t he same way , t hr ough t he WRA and Ar my? 

A . ( I n t e r . ) When she want s t o t r ansmi t  her  l et t er s she has t o t ake 
her  l et t er s t o t he ar my. 

Q. The Ar my i s r :'t  i n c ont r o l  o f  t he St ockade any mor e, i s i t ? 

Okemot o: I  under s t and .t hey s ur r ender ed i t  bac k some t i me ago . 

Q. The WRA i s now i n c har ge. 

Okemot o: Supposed t o b e . 

Q. We l l , ask her  whet her  wi t h i n t he l as t  30 days t hey have per mi t t ed 
her  t o send l e t t e r s . 

A . . Y es . 
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Q. Has she asked t o see hi m? 

A. Y es , but  t hey s ai d no . No r eas on. 

Q. Whom does she ask f o r  per mi ss i on t o see her  husband? 

A. She s ai d she has asked t he Army and al so l at er  on t he I nt er nal  
Sec ur i t y . She has asked t o see Mr . Bes t  but  t h i s has been r e-
f us ed. ' We go t hr ough t he I nt er nal  Sec ur i t y , Mr . Schmi dt . The 
l as t  week , t en day s , t hey have changed t he pr oc edur e. You can 
come t o t he gat e and obt ai n a pas s , but  when you get  a pass you 
have t o say f o r  what  pur pose. I f  not  s at i s f ac t o r y , t hey wi l l  
not  gi ve you one. 

Q. A l l  of  t he wi ves have not  r ec ei ved per mi ss i on t o see t hei r  
husbands? 

A. They have been as k i ng, and wai t i ng even t o see Mr . Schmi dt  but  
not  al l owed t o see hi m e i t her . 

Q. Mr s . Mor i , how l ong has your  husband been i n t he St oc k ade. 

A. 8 mont hs . 

Q,. And you have not  been per mi t t ed t o see hi m al l  dur i ng t hat  t i me? 

A. No and none of  t he chi l dr en have seen hi m. 

Q. Woul d you l i k e t o see your  husband? 

A . Oh, y es . 

I nt er : She want s t o t e l l  you about  as k i ng t he I nt er nal  Sec ur i t y and 
aut ho r i t i es t o have her  husband r el eas ed. She has asked t hem 
why he was det ai ned. They won't  gi ve her  any r eas o n. They 
j ust  say i t  i s a l ong s t o r y . That  was ar ound t he 31s t  of  
December : t hey say i n t hr ee weeks or  so we wi l l  do somet hi ng 
about  i t  but  not hi ng came of  i t . They won' t  gi ve her  t he 
r eason why he was det ai ned but  say i t  i s a l ong s t o r y . He was 
det ai ned f o r  over  8 mont hs and she want s t o know t he def i n i t e 
r eason why he was det ai ned. 

Q. T el l  her  I  wi l l  t a l k t o her  husband, and I  wi l l  t a l k t o Mr . Bes t . 

Not e: Mr s . Mor i  upon wr i t t en r eques t  was per mi t t ed t o see her  
husband t hat  af t er noon. 
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I nt er v i ew wi t h KOFUMI  NI SHI OKA, Tul e Lake Cent er , J ul y 10, 1. 4 

Addr ess 615 A 

9- ' 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A . 

You have a f ami l y , do you? 

Y es , I  have a bi g boy , I S , t hen a g i r l  10 and ? boy 6. 

And your  husband went  t o Sant a Fe on t he 28t h o f  J une? 

Y es , I  do n ' t  know what  r eas on. He was i n t he 
St ockade f or  over  5 mont hs . 

And you never  f ound out  why? 

Y es . I  *ent  t o see Mr . Best  and he t o l d me t hat  t hey 
ho l d hi m because he was i n s t at us quo; and f i r s t  I  
met  hi m he t o l d me t hat  because he was suppor t i ng 
Rev . Kai  and , but  he h as n ' t  no t hi ng t o do wi t h i t . 
I  t o l d Mr . Bes t  he had not hi ng t o do wi t h i t . 

And your  J ausband was hel d t her e because he was i n 
' s t at us quo ' -  a su: c r t er  of  t he s t at us quo? 

Y es , as a su or t er  o f  t he st  t us :uo dur i ng t he s t r i k e . 
That  i s what  Mr . Best  t o l d me. He was sur e he woul d 
be s ent  t o Sant a Fe and t he f ami l y c oul d be t oget her  
i n Cr ys t al  ¡¿xxi ag C i t y . 

But  t hen you wer e never  gi ven fin o. o r t uni t y t o 
J o i n your  husband? You h v en ' t  been t o l d you 
wi l l  be sent  t her e? 

Mr . Bes t  and t he at t or ney sai d he wi l l  be sent  t o 
Sant a Fe and l at er  on t he f ami l y mi ght  be t oget her  
i n Cr ys t al  Ci t y . 

Di d you at t em t  t o v i s i t  your  hus band. 

I  i nt er v i ewed hi m bef or e he l e f t . 

Di d you ever  i t t e® t  t o v i s i t  hi m dur i ng t he 5 mont hs . 

Nobody was al l owed t o . 

Di d you ever  ask anybody? 

Ho. 

What  made you t hi nk you c o ul dn' t ? 

Ever ybody was sayi ng we c an ' t  v i s i t  dur i ng t he 
St oc k ade. We j us t  wr ot e l et t er s b ck and f o r t h . 

How di d you know you coul d wr i t e l et t er s '. 

They t o l d us we c o ul d. 

Who i s t hey? 

Ever ybody . 



I nt er v i ew wi t h Ki yoshi  Okamot o, Tul e L ake, J ul y 10, 1944. 

A. I  r ef used t o answer  Quest i on 28 unt i l  r ay r i ght s as a c i t i zen 
wer e c l a r i f i ed . The ot her  quest i on I  answer ed Y es . 

Q. You had a hear i ng, d i dn ' t  you, a l eave c l ear ance hear i ng? 

A. Y es , I  had a hear i ng. 

Q. And di d t hey i nf or m you t hat  l eave had been deni ed? 

A. They d i dn ' t  i nf or m me unt i l  af t er  I  came her e, t hen t hey de-
l i ver ed me t he not i ce t hat  my l eave c l ear ance was deni ed, by 
t r ansmi ss i on: i n ot her  wor ds , one of  t he WRA wor ker s was 
i ns t r uc t ed t o hand i t  di r ec t l y t o me. I  s t i l l  have t hat  
envel ope wi t h t hat  st at ement  i n i t , 

Q. And t he st at ement  says t hat  by r eason of  your  t r ans f er  to Tul e 
Lake your  l eave appl i cat i on i s aut omat i cal l y deni ed? 

A. No, si mpl y s t at es t hat  we have r eason t o doubt  your  l oyal t y . 

Q. That  f or mal  no t i c e. 

A. Y es , t hat  i s a l l  I  have r ecei ved t o dat e. 

Q. I n ot her  wor ds, i t  s ays 'your  appl i cat i on f or  l eave c l ear ance has 
been deni ed because t hey have r eason t o doubt  your  l oyal t y . 

A. Y es . 

Q. And di d you ever  under t ake t o f i l e an appeal , f r om t hat  dec i s i on? 

A, No, I  d i dn ' t  because i t  i s onl y r ecent l y s i nce I  have been her e. 
They t o l d me t he mor ni ng t hat  we wer e br ought  i nt o t he admi ni s-
t r at i on f or  r el ease i nt o t he camp, Mr . Bl ack t o l d bot h Mr . 
Eor i no 'and I  t hat  we coul d appeal , t hat  t he Appeal  Boar d wi l l  
convene ver y s hor t l y . 

Q. And t hey have named such an Appeal  Boar d, you know. 

A. Wel l , t hey wer e not  s ur e. 

Q. Ther e ar e some men, Pr of essor  Br adl ey of  St anf or d Uni v er s i t y , 
a ver y f i ne per son, a l awyer  by t he name of  Mcl ner ney on t he 
Boar d of  Educat i on i n San F r anc i s c o . I  don' t  know anyt hi ng about  
hi s at t i t ude wi t h r ef er ence t o mat t er s such as t h i s . Then t he 
J udge of  t he Ut ah Supr eme Cour t - - al l  out s i de t he WRA, at  l east  
f i ve of  them.. They have been named t o ser ve on t hi s Boar d and 
t wo of  t hem cons t i t ut e a maj or i t y , or  at  l east  a quor um, t o do 
bus i nes s . So j ust  as a t echni cal  mat t er , i t  mi ght  be a good 
i dea j ust  t o f i l e a not i ce of  Appeal . 

A. I  quest i oned hi m who woul d be on t he Boar d and he d i dn ' t  know, 

so I  j ust  supposed t hat  i t  woul d be WRA peopl e so I  haven't  pai d 
any at t ent i on . 
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Q. One di f f i c u l t y we may f ace i n t he cour t s . I t  i s a poi nt  t hat  has 
been r ai sed i n t he Endo c as e, t hat  Mi ss Endo coul d have got t en 
out  i f  she had j ust  f ol l owed t he pr ocedur e, our  answer  i s t hat  
under  t hi s l eave pr ocedur e al l  t hese Cent er  r es i dent s f i l ed 
appl i cat i ons a year  ago Febr uar y: some 16 mont hs have t r anspi r ed 
and t hey 'r e s t i l l  i n t he camps despi t e t he f ac t  t hat  t hey have 
asked f or  r el eas e. That  i s n ' t  a speedy pr ocedur e. I f  you appl y 
and wi t hi n a f ew weeks t hey l et  you go, t hat  may j us t i f y t hi s 
t ype of  pr ocedur e. I n ot her  wor ds, an admi ni s t r at i ve r emedy i s 
supposed t o be a speedy one, not  supposed t o t ake year s . 

I  want  t o ask you a f ew ques t i ons . My under st andi ng i s t hat  you 
wer e chai r man of  t hi s F ai r  Pl ay Commi t t ee? 

A. I  have t o c l a r i f y . I  was chai r man of  t he or i gi nal  FPC and t her e 
was an or gani zat i on, I  appoi nt ed mysel f  chai r man, t hat 's a l l . 
Then comes t he next  s t ep. I  had been doi ng some publ i c educa-
t i onal  wor k i n oppos i t i on t o t he WRA pol i cy espec i al l y per t ai ni ng 
t o t he r el ocat i on pr ogr am. 

Q. You mean you wer e obj ec t i ng t o t he r el ocat i on pr ogr am? 

A. As i t  cons i s t ed. No guar ant ees what soever , no assur ance, no 
suf f er ance of  pr i or  c l ai ms . I n t he meant i me, came t hi s dr af t  
pr opos i t i on and t hr ee or  f our  peopl e came t o me, so dur i ng t he 
cour se of  conver sat i on- -

Q. J ust  a moment . When was t he commi t t ee es t abl i s hed, r oughl y 
speaki ng? 

A. Ar ound Febr uar y, 1944-

Q. Af t er  t he dr af t  announcement  was made, i s t hat  t r ue? 

A. The commi t t ee of  whi ch I  c l ai med t o have been chai r man was ar ound 
Oct ober  i n 1943. Then, ar ound Febr uar y, 1944, t hr ee or  f our  
peopl e came t o me, so dur i ng t he cour se of  t he conver sat i on I  
suggest ed t hat  I  have got  t hi s t hi ng es t abl i s hed, i f  you f o l ks 
want  i t  you t ake i t , i t  i s a good soundi ng name. So t hey went  
o f f , t hey el ec t ed t hei r  own chai r man, so t hat  t her e i s t he 
gener al  pr i nc i p l e. 

Q. But  you wer e no l onger  t he chai r man of  t he gr oup af t er  Febr uar y? 

A. Not  act i ve wor k, I  was no l onger  chai r man. 

Q. They had t hei r  own el ect ed chai r man f or  t hei r  par t i cul ar  wor k? 

A. Ye s . 

Q. Di d you have any hand i n t he i ssuance of  t he t hr ee mi meogr aphed 
sheet s? 

A. No, absol ut el y no. 

Q. You d i dn ' t , par t i cul ar l y Sheet  No. 3? 
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A , No, I  knew of  t hem af t er  t hey came out . 

Q. You wer e at  Hear t  Mount ai n at  t he t i me t hey wer e i s s ued, how-
ev er , wer en' t  you? You hadn ' t  been t r ans f er r ed? 

A. No I  hadn ' t  been t r ans f er r ed . 

Q. And you wer e a member  of  t he commi t t ee? 

A . No, I  wa s n ' t . I  i ns i s t ed t hat  I  be kept  out  of  i t . I  d i d act  

as adv i s er  or  whenever  t hey t hought  t hey want ed some adv i c e t hey 
woul d come t o me. 

Q. Oh, i f  t hey want ed t o t a l k t o you about  some of  t hei r  pr obl ems , 
you woul d be gl ad t o t a l k i t  over  wi t h t hem. 

A. But  not  as a par t i c i pant , I  had no r eas on, I  was beyond t he age 
l i mi t . 

Q. What  was nec es s ar y f o r  member shi p i n t he PPC? 

A . An under s t andi ng of  t he p r i nc i p l es and i deal s of  t he Co ns t i t ut i o n 
and t he B i l l  of  R i gh t s . 

Q. Of  t he Un i t ed St at es Co ns t i t u t i o n . 

A . Y e s . 

Q. These wer e a l l  c i t i z e n s , t hen, who bel onged? 

A. Y es , and onl y t hose who bel i ev ed i n upho l di ng t he i deal s and 
p r i nc i p l es of  t he Co ns t i t ut i o n wer e ac c ept ed. Of  c our s e, l at er  
ot her s may have i n f i l t r a t ed . I  adv i s ed t hem t hat  i t  was not  
necessar y t o bu i l d a b i g o r gani zat i on but  a smal l  gr oup t hat  
know what  t hey want  and what  t hey ' r e a f t e r , woul d be mor e 
e f f ec t i v e . So on t he whol e t hey wor ked al ong t hat  l i n e . 

Q. Do you t h i nk you may be pr osecut ed on t he c ons pi r ac y char ge? 

A . I  have been t o l d . I  got  t wo l e t t er s , one f r om Hear t  Mount ai n 
and one l as t  Sat ur day f r om Denv er . Th i s was t hr ough Mennen, 
I  t h i nk t hat  Mennen saw t hi s i ndi c t ment  on t he Di s t r i c t  At t o r ney 's 
des k . But  as f a r  as t he r eason i s concer ned i t  i s a l l  f abr i c at i o n 
I  was i nt er v i ewed by t he F BI  t hr ee t i mes her e. 

Q. Do you appr ec i at e t hat  you do n ' t  have t o t a l k t o t he P E I  agent s? 

A. I  under s t and t hat . 

Q. So any t hi ng you say t o t hem i s s ai d v o l unt ar i l y . I f  you s ay , I  
do n ' t  want  t o speak t o you, do n ' t  car e t o di s c us s t h i s mat t er  
wi t h y ou, t hey may not  i ns i s t  upon your  d i s c us s i ng i t  wi t h t hem? 

A. Y es . 

Q. Di d you s i gn any s t at ement ? 
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A . 

Q. 

A . 

Q. 

A . 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A . 

Q. 

But  t hey d i d t ake not es? 

Once i n a wh i l e . 

What  d i d t hey di s c us s wi t h you? 

Wel l , pr obabl y want ed t o know who was r es pons i bl e f o r  t he 
i s suance of  t hese t hr ee pamphl et s . Wher e we got  t he mi meogr aph, 
t he paper  and t he car bon and who was chai r man. They i ns i s t ed 
t hat  I J was chai r man and t hat  I  pr es i ded over  some of  t he meet i ngs 

Di d you ever  pr es i de at  any of  t he meet i ngs? 

None of  t hem. I  was pr esent  at  s ev er al  of  t hem. But  i n none 
of  t hem I  p r es i ded. T h a t ' s what  t hey t r i ed t o get  a t . Now t hey 
have t hr ee s t at ement s f r om peopl e who ar e wor k i ng f o r  t he WRA. 
One of  t hem i s Sent i nel  Repo r t er , r abi dl y ant i - Pai r  P l ay . 

J apanes e, 1 t ake i t ? 

But  none of  t hem i s s ubs t ant i a l , f o r  t he s i mpl e r eason t hat  of  
cour se he i nc l udes some of  t he l ec t ur es t hat  I  had been ĝ i v i ng 
on t h i s r el oc at i on pr ogr am and I  cont ended t hat  we as Ni s ei  had 
c er t ai n r i ght s and my cont ent i ons wer e a l l  based upon t he Open 
For um of  t he Los Angel es Br anc h, so none of  t he i deas emanat ed 
f r om my s el f . Denman's dec i s i o n , et c . 

You have wr i t t en var i ous peopl e, I  t ake i t , f r om t i me t o t i me? 

I  wr ot e about  48 l et t er s . 1 t i t l ed i t  a pr oc l amat i on. 

To whom di d you addr ess t hese l et t er s ? 

To t he P r es i dent , t o Gener al  Emmons, t o t he Sec r et ar y of  War , 
Di l l o n Meyer , At t or ney Gener al  B i dd l e , t hen t o a l l  t he news 
syndi c at es t hat  I  coul d get  hol d o f . 

And t h i s was n ' t  onl y wi t h r ef er ence t o t he Dr af t  s i t uat i on? 

Thi s was l ong bef or e t he dr af t  s i t uat i o n . I  mai l ed i t  I  t h i nk 
on t he 51s t  of  December . No, i t  was a compl ai nt  of  i nt er nment  
c o ndi t i o ns , e t c . 

Have you had any f ur t her  hear i ng f r om t he WRA wi t h r ef er enc e t o 

your  l eav e. 

No. 

The onl y hear i ng you had t hat  t i me was t hi s one of  whi c h I  got  

a copy? 

Y es . 

I s i t  cust omar y f o r  t hem t o gi ve t he evacuees copi es of  t hese 

c l ear ance hear i ngs ? 
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A . Abs o l ut el y no t . 

Q. I n ot her  wor ds , t h i s one I  had was j us t  got t en sur r ept i ous l y£ 

A. Ho , s i r . I  asked t he at t or ney t hat  exami ned me. He s ai d i t  i s 
i mpos s i bl e. I  asked hi m why, he s ai d I  am not  r es pons i bl e: so 
I  asked hi m who i s r es po ns i b l e, so he sai d Mr . Rober t son, so imme-
di at el y I  got  up and went  t o Mr . Rober t s on's o f f i c e . The sec r et ar y 
t o l d me he was bus y . So I  l ef t  a not e s ay i ng I  want ed a copy, I  
wi l l  be back Monday next  week . I  went  bac k , No Mr . Rober t son had 
not  t i me t o see me, whi ch was a l l  r i g h t . So I  i mmedi at el y went  
home and addr essed a l et t er  t o Di l l o n Meyer  s t at i ng t he c ondi t i o n. 
About  t wo or  t hr ee weeks l at er , I  got  a r epl y addr essed i n t he 
l oc al  pr o j ec t  envel ope and al s o a l et t er  t o Rober t son s t at i ng 
t hat  i f  I  went  t o t he o f f i c e pr obabl y I  woul d r ecei ve a copy . 
Mow Rober t son accompani ed t hat  wi t h a l e t t er , i f  you car e t o see 
a t r ans c r i pt  of  your  hear i ng you may do so i n t he pr o j ec t  at t or -
ney 's o f f i c e , and at  t he same t i me i f  you car e t o per haps you 
wi l l  make a copy of  i t  y o ur s e l f . That  i s t he s ubs t anc e. 

Q. I s i t  cust omar y f o r  t hem t o show t he evacuees af t er  such hear i ngs 
t he t r ans c r i pt  f o r  cor r ec t i on pur poses? 

A . Abs o l ut el y no t . T hey t r y t hei r  har des t  t o pr event  any such t h i ng. 

Q. Have t her e been ot her s bes i des Hor i no and y our s el f  who have 
secur ed t r ans c r i pt s of  t he pr oceedi ng? 

A. Si nce t hen I  br oadcas t  t he news, t he f ac t  t hat  we can get  a copy 
of  i t  so t hat  maybe some of  t hem have r ec ei v ed i t . But  up t o 
t hat  t i me none of  t hem had r ec ei ved any of  t he t r ans c r i pt  or  any 
ot her  k i nd of  r ec ei pt  or  admi ss i on on t he par t  of  t he WRA. I t ' s 
t he same t oo wi t h l os t  goods and t hi ngs of  t hat  k i nd. They l i k e 
t o avo i d any wr i t t en comment . 

Q. Do you have any r e l at i v es who ar e i n t he ar med ser v i ces? 

A . Y es , i n t he l as t  war . 

Q. I n t he Uni t ed. St at es Ar my. 

A. I n Pr ance he got  wounded on t he l as t  day , about  an hour  bef o r e 
c r os s i ng t he Hi ndenber g L i ne, 7 machi ne bu l l e t s , Ar gonne For est  
I  t h i nk . He i s goof y t oday . 

Q. Wel l , I  t h i nk you ought  t o t ake an appeal . They wi l l  ver y l i k e l y 
hol d t hese appeal  hear i ngs wi t hi n t he next  mont h or  so and i f  you 
f i l e now i t  woul d br i ng up your  appeal  t hen. 



Inter j r i ew wi t h XSAUJ  SI J UB3DT0, Tul e Lafe* St ockade, J ul y 11, 1944, 

Q 

Vr * Bosi g* You were a bl ock r epr esent at i ve, I  t abs I t . 

A . Bo, Ï  was not . 2 was sor t  of  a di r iger  t o t he food i nvest i gat i on Ccwai t t ©«. 

Q. And v/hc g 31 up t hat  coKimitt©©? 

A. That  ccmsdttee ma set  up by bl ock r epr esent at i ves. They had a di f f ér ant  
committee set  up, l i ke whi l e t her e we*« the i nvest i gat i on ooms&t tees. At  
f i r st  t he i dea was t o improve t he l i vi ng condi t i ons i n t he camp because 
when vm can© i n hero f rom other  center s w© found out  and we f el t  t hat  t he 
condi t i ons i n t£e cent er  her e and out si de where we came f rom i s qui t e a 
bi t  di f f er ent , physi cal  aspect s, and so f i r st  t hi ng the bl ock r epr esent at i ves 
wanted t o do ms t o i nvest i gat e inhere those di f f er ences or i gi nat ed. The 
food wasn*t  any good when \ m ©âme i n her©« 

$hat  ©eater  di d you coos from? A . Post  on, Ar i zona. 

Hh«a di d you corns t o t hi s Center? A. I  t hi nk i t  was October  7t h. 

You cam© Octebsr  7, 1943. A, Yes. 

And when vrore you det ai ned? A. î ï ovember  26t h, X t hi nk i t  w*s. 

Koveafcer  20t h you were pi cked up and you have been her© ever  si nce? A, Yes, 

Wi gr e di d yea r esi de i n "the Uni t ed St at es pr i or  t o t he evacuat i on? 

I  evacuated from Ont ar i o, Ca l i f omi a, i n southern Cal i f or ni a. 

Hess-  ol d ar e you? A. / 38. 

f ee you bor n i n t he tfoi ted Spat esf  A. Yes . 

ITbere? A» Yol o Count y. 

Have you asked f or  expat r i at i on? A* Yes, I  have. 

Have you any r el at i ves l a J apan? 

A . Ho. TJ el l , of  oours© 2 have relatives,3dsa±sadfcfc th©r© al l  r i ght , l$r  f at her  
and mother  l i ve over  her e, t hey ar e goi ng back t her e t o©. 

Q. Di d you or i gi nal l y mat  t o ©sqmtr i ate? A. Yes . 

Q. A r e you a Chi bei ? A. Yes , I  t hi nk I  an grouped as a Chi bei . 

Q.  How l ong were you educated i n J apan? 

A. I  thoro about  t en year s. 

ĥat  i s your  occupat i on? A. I  was a ftermsr. 

Q. And ar e you r egi st er ed i n t he dr af t ? A , Yes. 

A . Yol o Count y. I  r egi st er ed there about  
g months pr i or  t o t he évacuat i on. 
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Q* 

A. 

Q. 
Q. 

Q. 

A* 

Q. 

A« 

A« 

And t hen at  t hat  t i me you moved down t o Ont ar i o? 

Yos. 

Q. 

A. 

vi  � 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

0» 

A« 

You* © a f ar aar . 
r  

Were you r ai si ng peaches? A* Ho, t omat oes,aepar agus� 

A, Yea, I  ddi dn't  have r y own f ar *, but  t he l ease« 

Have you asked t o see your  wi f e? 

Ho, I  have not . 

Do you cor respond wi t h her ? 

Yes» 

Vi a censor shi p? 

Yes« Si noe t hey put  up t hat  wal l  over  t hore we deoi ded t her e i s no use t r yi ng 
t o comcsi i i i cate. 3ver y t i n» you t r y t o ecemnunioate wi t h t hem, they l ook at  i t . 
Shay want  t o but t  i nt o al l  t he busi ness and is© don't  want  t o be mi sunder st ood, 
and at  t hat  t ime we l aww you wi r e coming so thought  w© Bi ght  j ust  as wel l  
excommunicate oursel ves from the r est  of  t he wor l d and wai t  f or  you t o oome 
down her e. 

You answered the quest i onnai r e? 

Ho on 27 wad Mo/ on 23« I  had a condi t i on wi t h i t , I  si gned neut r al . I  di d 
not  want  t o't ake si des on ei t her  s i de, but  t hey t ol d me i t f s got  t o be ye« 
or  no, got  t o be.ei t her  yes or  nothi ng el se woul d go, so uy answor  was 
cl assi f i ed as lio 

When wer e you pi cked up? A , on tho 26t h of  November* 

TShat  wer e you doi ng at  t he t i me you were pi cked up? 

I  was hi di ng. 

You wer e one of  t hose who went  i nt o hi di ng around November  13t h�and stayed 
i n hi di ng f or  a ooupj e of  wSeks. 

That 1« r i ght . 

And t hen you gave your sel f  up? 

I  was caught » 

(Si , you were caught . 

mi ne* 
They got* t he r ecord of  n u The t i l ing was l i ke t hi s , I  t hi nk George expl ai ned 
t o you we al l  had a speci al  i nvest i gat i on t o do. i &ne was f ood, and I  wanted 
t e f i nd out  why we wer en't  get t i i  ̂ enough of  t hose r at i oned ar t i cl e« Hi ke 
meat  and processed f oods. I  chocked everythi ng t hat  oame i nt o the ki t chen 
and I  oal dul at ed ©very week t her e as t o hoar  many poi nt « we r ecei ved m r ecei ved 

f cr  oer t ai n nui &er  of  peopl e i n t he bl ock�accor di ng t o t he propor t i on of  the 
nuufoer  i n t he bl ock, supposed t o gi ve 16 poi nt « and so many bl ue poi nt s t o 
each per son, same a« out si de, awi  t hi s i s what  t he USA has been t el l i ng us , 
t hat  peopl e i n t he Center  wi l l  get  t he saias r at i on a« out si de people . That  
mean« 16 poi nt s f or  meat , and so f or t h. But  when we cams i nto t hds Center  
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A*(©cmt .) 
we wer en't  get t i ng t hat  f ul l  r at i on poi nt s. So ray j ob urns t o f i nd cut  i/shy 
we wer en't  get t i ng i t . So I  went  i n and tuteas pushed xay nose i nt o t hi s and 
t hat  and t e dug up e f ew t hi ngs and found out  t hat  some of  t he meat  nas goi ng 
i nt o t he per sonnel  ki t chen where the Caucasi ans were Kritfbag f eedi ng. Of  
cour se* i f  you t ake r i bst eaks et e. out "of  a quar ter  of  beef  you won't  got  
mioh of  a beef  l ef t , but  t hat  i s what  the Centers have been get t i ng. That  
was recorded on a sheet  t hey had over  i n t he mass mmgemi ak of f i ce. W#l l # 

I  nat ur al l y t ook t hat  and copi ed i t  and I  made a repor t  cover i ng al l  those 
poi nt s and i n order  t o present ; t he r esul t s of  i nvest i gat i on t o t he ad-
mi ni st r at i on I  had t o be present  to expl ai n al l  those det ai l s , sc I  «as 
put  i n as one of  t he mvt er s of  t he negot i at i on ooi aai t tee. Or i gi nal l y 
t her e were onl y ? imsbors t o t he negot i at i ng coBmi t tee but  t hey put  i n 
peopl e l i ke mysel f  and other  speci al  i nvest i gat or s and mde 14 of  them 
al l  t ol d« I Lw, u&t ur al l y, when f t r , %e r  omm over  hwo Kotfssfcer  1s t , I  
was i n the of f i ce and I  presented the r esul t  of  t hat  i nvest i gat i on, 
*̂ feat  was hi s r eact i on? He sai d, - sel l  I  J ust  ess© i n her e, don't  knew 
anythi ng about  i t , i f  wl iat  yon say i s c o r r ec t c er t ai n l y we wi l l  do 

something about  i t . He sai d he has t o have a coupl e of  days t o l ook i nt o 
t he mat t er , so we l et  i t  go at  t hat » 

Q. Was t her e any r efor mat i on i n t he food? 

A* Yes , qui t e a bi t  af t er  t hat , £%»« Pack was chi ef  steward at  t he t i me. % l ef t  
her e at  t hat  tiro© and Blr« Bayward came i n hi s pl ace and t hi ngs worked al ong 
bet t er . There nust  have been something wrong over  t her e. Then, - when I  
Tms pi cked up, FBI  mm were i n her e and they had an accountant  wi t h t hem. 
Ho wanted t o go ovar  ny i nvest i gat i on wi t h the sources 2 worked on, sc he 
went  ahead and got  al l  t hi s i nfer s® t i on af t er  I  got  i t  and swat  have 
compared t hose two and I  t hi nk he has al l  t hose r ecor ds, phot ost at i c copi es 
of  those r ecor ds. That  was qui t e an ixxfcervsting i nvest i gat i on and 13r# 

Best  knows t oo that  t he t hi ng wasn't  exact l y r i ght  so f ar  as food i s concerned 
at  t he t i me. 

Q* Have you had any sembl ance of  a hear i ng? 

A. Wel l , t he onl y hear i ng 1 have had was j ust  t he other  day wi t h t he I nt er nal  
Secur i t i es. I  don't  know whether  you cal l  t hat  a hear i r g or  not . 

Q. They asked you quest i ons? A. Yea. 

Q. And what  (*dd t hey want  t o knew? 

A. What  Hiey wanted t o know�they ¿ust  asked im a l ot  of  quest i ons l i ke i f  I  MS 
a r aexaber  of  r epr esent at i ves or  i f  I  par t i ci pat ed i n November  4t h r i ot  or  whatever  
t hey cal l  i t , and when I  was pi cked up#t hat  i s about  al l  per t ai ni ng t o f;h© 
i nci dent , 

Q. "Where were you at  t he t i me of  t he di st ur bance, at  t he meet i ng? 

A. I  was at  home. 1 - ssasn't  a member  of  t he easedt t ee at  al l « 

Q. You were onl y on the negot i at i ons eonaai ttee because of  your  par t i cul ar  i nvest i gat i on? 

Yes« 
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t  

Q# And t hat  ma onl y r ecent l y t hat  t hey quest i oned you? 

A* Yes , i t  mt  l ast  month csr  a coupl e of  months ago. 

Q. That  i s the onl y t ime t hey htx- m quest5 oned you* 

A. By WRA, yes. 

Q. But  t he quest i oned you? 

A« The Â iaor  quest i oned us o n «. 

Q. The FBI ? 

A« She FBI , yes, 

Q. Di d you si gn any statements f or  t he ?BI f  

A« $o , I  never  si gned any statements* 

Q. Mr« Best  ever  t al k t o you af t er  you vmro i n? 

A« I  asked f or  i nt er vi ew once and of  cour se he never  amr mr od t oo on t hat , but  af t er  
WA took: w r  t he Stockade here im - wanted t o st r ai ght en up t he food si t uat i on 
i nsi de t he Stool ss.de, so we wrote t o Sfc»» Best , t he Stockade as a whol e, t hat  ws 
want  t o see hi m r egar di ng our  f ood, and he earns down wi t h Hayward once and 
t al ked t o us . Thi s i s t he onl y t ime X saw l i r . Best  af t er  I  vt s i n her e» 

Q» fei DdOTa 2hey have i n no my i ndi cat ed t o you ?/hy you were her e? 

A* So, t hi s i s s t i l l  a i systery t o us* 

Q* They have l ef t  t l i at  t o your  ovm judgeiasncb* 

A , He onl y seo t he pol i ce* I  wanted t o see I sr . Best . I  asked hi a through f t  l et t er * 
Be never  answered i t « 

Q. I  understand Emi i s was around her e r eoeabi y from t he Department  of  J ust i ce and 
t hat  he aaxSasx i nformed al l  of  t he peopl e i n her e of  t he aot  of  Songress whi eh 
me adopted under  \ *hieh ci t i zens woul d "be abl e t o renounce t hei r  ci t i zenshi p. 
You appr eci at e, of  cour se, t hat  t here i s no dut y, no requi rement  on your  par t  t o 
renounce your  ci t i zenshi p i f  you don't  want  t o do I t » 2he i nt ent i on, of  cour se, 
i s t o shi p you boy/? down t o Santa Fe as soon as you si gn on t he dot t ed l i ne, and 
t hey bel i evs t hat  wi l l  sol ve t hei r  Stockade probl em i n t hat  manner , at  loastrsafcythey 
are hopeful  i t  wi l l  sol ve t hei r  i j robleia* 

A, So I  gat her ed. But  I  don*t  t hi nk i t  wi l l  work out  t hat  oasi l y. l?ho t hi ng we 
have t o do i s t o set t l e t hi s mess somehow and i n order  t o do t hat  t he peopl e 
got  t o go out  at  once t o t he Center  and we have t o make a r epor t  t her e. At  
t he present  no negot i at i ng ooraaitt.ee or  no r epr esent at i ves have r esi gned si nce 
t hat  i nci dent . The poopl o s t i l l  ar e suppor t i ng t he or i gi nal  oonc&ti iess and 
or i gi nal  r epr esent at i ves. I n order  t o sol ve the probl em and put  t he oa p back i nto 
peace al l  t hese peopl e have t o go out  at  once and set t l e al l  t hese t hi ngs. Unt i l  
we can do t hat , I  don't  t hi nk i t  wi l l  be set t l ed. Of  cour se, t he admi ni st r at i on 
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A.(oont j  Bi ght  t hi nk t hat  i f  t hey coul d 3©nd us doon t o Santa F© t hat  i s t he 
eal  of  t he whol e t hi ng« I  don't  t hi nk i t  wi l l  work out  t hat  easy, 

� aai  w© wi l l  not  be sent  down t her e wi thout  set t l i ng t hi s t hi ng 
as&oabi y« 

4» vTol l , i n any case you appr eci at e yhat  your  r i ght s ar e, and i f  you 
have any qxest !cni &.your  r i ght s ar e I  hope you f el l cm wi l l  - write 
t o us at  t he Anor i oan Ci vi l  Li ber t i es Uni on and I  wi l l  r r i t e j sx t o 
same of  t he boys i n t he Stockade anyway* 

A . At  t he t5.EC whan we TO hi di ng af t er  Kovesfcer  I S, vns expected t o 
sea t he Spani sh Consul » We had o'- ir  i nt ent i on ihoi tt  t o t he V»BA that  
178 were goi ng back t o J apan, and t hi s Center  her e i s desi gnat ed as 

a Sftgregee C nt er » The Spani sh Consul  f r om San Fyanoi cco cane up here 
t wi ce ¿r i ar  ?o t hat  day and we t al ked t o hi »» I sei  and Uei sei  combi ned, 
beoause al l  t hose pr obl es» m* pr esent ed t o t he Spani sh Consul  ar e the 
pr  obl ciw of  t he r esi dent s as a ĥol e. So t her e waonft  any di scr i mi nat i on 
unt i l  t hen» But  t hi s t hi ng st ar t ed and of  cour se we mnt ed t o see soiss 
neut r al  per son, Spani sh Consul  or  cocxsbouy, i /no doesn*t  t ake ei t her  s i de, 
t o set t l e t he quest i on» The onl y per son VJB  thought  about  - was t he Spani sh 
Consul , so wa wanted t o soo hi s« W© di dn't  Taunt  t o be caught  and put  i n 

f  her© unt i l  he sheared up» Bub af t er  wo were pi oked up he came up agai n 
but  at  t hat  t i ne of  cour se vt o vrcrc t ol d t hat  t he f act  t hat  we ar e Af r i c an 
c i t i zens, we can't  do t hat  wi t h tl ie Spani sh Consul » We t hought , al l  
r i ght , bat  i f  Aowr l oan ci t i i ens we ban* c i vi l  r i ght s and l i ke t o 
f i nd out  vihere we st and through t he cour ts of  t he Uni t ed St at es» 



I , 

I NTERVI EW Vi l TH FUDE TSUCHI YA, at  Tul e Lake, J ul y 10, 1944 
Addr ess : 5605D 

(t hr ough i nt er pr et er ) 

Q. What  i s your  pr obl em? 

A. My husband was sent  t o Sant a P e. 

<4. Do you have any chi l dr en? 

A. Yes , f our . 24, 23, 21 and 14. Pour  boys . 

Q. Ar e t hey al l  her e? 

A. No, f i r s t  boy i s i n t he ar my; second boy i s i n Mi nnesot a, 
wor k i ng on a f ar m. Thi s second boy was t o go back t o J apan 
wi t h me, but  s i nce hi s br ot her  i s i n t he army he want s hi m t o 
st ay out s i de so he can v i s i t  hi m somet i me. 

Q. Wher e i s t he boy i n t he Army? What  st at e now? 

A. I n t he st at e next  t o New Yor k i n a Mechani c Schoo l . 

Q. TVhat  does t he t hi r d boy do . 

A. He i s her e, and t he 14 year  ol d i s her e. 

Q. She want s t o be wi t h her  husband? 

A. She want s t o be wi t h her  husband, y es . 

Q. And you want  t he whol e f ami l y t o be t oget her . 

A. Ye s . 

Q. Have you asked f or  r epat r i at i on? 

A. Y es , i n J er ome. 

Q. And your  husband t oo? 

A. Y es . 

Q. You want  t o go back t o J apan? 

A. Yes 

Q. T el l  her  I  wi l l  do t he best  I  can t o t r y t o f i x up her  r et ur n 
t o her  husband. What  i s hi s name? 

A. Kakunosuke Tsuchi ya. He went  t o Sant a Pe on J une 28t h. I s i t  
poss i bl e t o send t he f at her  of  a so l di er  t o an i nt er nment  camp? 

Q. Y es . He i s an enemy al i en and under  t he l aw- and t hat  i s t he 
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l aw and t her e i s no ques t i on about  i t , t he At t or ney Gener al  has 
t he power  t o put  a l l  enemy a l i ens i n camp and he can keep t hem 
t her e. Even t hough you have sons who ar e c i t i z ens who ar e i n 
t he ar my, anddaught er s bor n her e, enemy a l i ens may be- det ai ned 
I t  i s n ' t  on t he ques t i on o f  r ac e. Suppose we wer e f i gh t i ng 
F r anc e, t he U . S . woul d have t he power  t o i nt er n a l l  F r ench c i t i  
z ens . But  wi t h t he Uni t ed St at es c i t i zens i t  i s a d i f f er ent  
quest  i on . 



I nt er v i ew wi t h HI R0Y03HI  TSUDA. at  Tul e Lake Cent er , J ul y , 1944 
3015- C 

Q. Ar e you a c i t i zen? 

A. Y es , c i t i z en . I  am f r om Sacr ament o. I  was bor n i n Sacr ament o. 
I  was back i n J apan f o r  ei ght  y ear s . 

Q. You ar e what  t he boys c al l  a i be i . 

A. Y es . 

Q. Ar e you mar r i ed? 

A. Y es . I  have a son 21 year s o l d. I  am 43. 

Q. Have you any mor e chi l dr en? 

A. No, I  l ost  one c h i l d. 

Q. And you have t hi s boy . And your  wi f e r es i des her e wi t h you. I  
t ak e' i t ? Res i des i s t he pr oper  term?- -

A. She's her e- -

Q. Or  conf i ned her e wi t h you- - i mpr i soned, i s t hat  t he t er m I  ought  
t o use? What  i s t he st or y? What  i s your  pr obl em? <Vould you 
l i ke t o get  out ? 

A. I t  i s not  my per sonal  pr obl em. I  was i n t he St ockade mysel f . 

I t  i s t he boys i n t he St ockade. I  was i n t her e f or  f i ve mont hs. 

Q. When wer e you pi cked up? 

A. I  was t he f i r s t  one pi cked up by t he ar my. 

Q. And you ' i n i t i a t ed ' t he St ockade? 

A. Ohfylaybe so. And I  got  pi cked up on November  l ot h and r el eased on 
_ A p r i l  7t h . Whi l e I  was i n t her e t hey d i dn ' t  t el l  me why I  got  

pi cked up or  why I  have been kept  i n t her e f or  t hat  l engt h of  
t i me and when I  got  r el eased t her e wasn't  anyt hi ng s ai d, t hey 
s i mpl y , Mr . Best ~and Mr . Schmi dt  have t ol d me t hat  t hey have 
conf i dence i n me, t hat  I  am no l onger  any t r oubl e maker  and such 
and such and so have r el eased me. 

Q. They never  i nf or med you t he r easons f o r  your  det ent i on? 

A. No, t hey si mpl y sai d t hat  I  was one of  t he t r oubl e maker s , t hat 's 
a l l . They haven't  showed me any evi dence or  anyt hi ng l i ke t hat . 
Mer el y I  was ar r es t ed on a mere ac c usat i on, and al t hough t hey 
went  t hr ough qui t e a b i t  of  i nves t i gat i on about  my ac t i v i t y and 
maybe t hey c l ar i f i ed t hei r  accusat i ons t hemsel ves and br ought  my 
r el eas e, I  gues s . That  i s about  a l l , I  can assume. 

Q. Let  me ask you a ques t i on. You say you came f r om Sacr ament o. 
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When you wer e ev ac uat ed, wher e wer e you f i r s t  s ent ; 

A. Wal l er go . t hat  i s 24 mi l es nor t h of  Sacr ament o Assembl y Cent er . 

Q. And f r om Wal l er go wher e di d you go? 

A . Di r ec t  t o Tul e L ak e. 

Q. And have been ever  s i nc e? 

A . I ' v e been her e t wo year s or  mor e, a l i t t l e over  t wo y ear s , 

v*. And wer e you among t hose r eg i s t er ed a y ear  ago F ebr uar y i s i t ? 

A. No, No . You mean � 

Q. The gener al  r eg i s t r a t i o n . 

A. Oh, .yes . I  r eg i s t er ed t hen . Though we had qui t e a b i t  of  
d i s s ens i o n at  t he t i me. 

Q. I  r emember  I  sot  a wi r e f r om somebody or  o t her , head of  t he 
Counc i l  her e, and my opi ni on was as k ed. I  t hought  t he ques t i on-
nai r e was a he l l  of  a ques t i o nnai r e , but  maybe a good i dea t o 
answer  i t  anyway . But  i n any c as e, you answer ed t he ques t i o nnai r e . 
Di d you answer  ques t i ons 27 and 28? 

A. Y es , I  d i d . I  answer ed "No . " 

Q. And your  son, wher e i s he? 

A . He i s her e. 

He answer ed ' No , ' t oo? 

A. Uh- huh. 

Q. And c ons equent l y , because of  your  answer s you ar e at  any r at e 
not  e l i g i b l e f o r ' r e l e a s e . 

A . Fr om t h i s camp, you mean. I  can under s t and t hat  par t . Y es . 

And you have never  asked f o r  r el eas e? you ar e cont ent  t o s t ay 

her e? 

A . T h a t ' s r i gh t . 

Q. What  d i d you wor k at  bef o r e you came her e? 

A. Out s i de, you mean? P r oduc e. 

Q. Pr oduce bus i nes s . 

A . Y es . 

'Q. None of  my bu s i n es s , I  do n ' t  gi ve a damn how you f ee l  one way or  
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anot her  but  v/hy d i d you answer  'Ho ' on t hese ques t i o ns : You know 
my pos i t i on her e. I  am f r om t he Amer i can Ci v i l  L i ber t i es Uni on, 
I  am not  a par t  of  t h i s admi ni s t r at i o n. 

A. Y es . I  hear d about  t he Ci v i l  L i ber t i es Uni on qui t e o f t en, and 
Tsukamot o, he i s a l awyer  f r om Sacr ament o, h e ' s i n t he ar my, I  
t h i nk . He was one of  t he Counc i l  member s and i s sat  i n t he 
Counc i l  mysel f  -  The r eason I  answer ed 'No_' i s i f  t he evacua-
t i on di d not  t ake pl ace pr esumabl y I  won' t  answer  No . But  s i nce 
we have been t hr own i n a pl ace l i k e t h i s , -  of  cour se t he r eason 
and cause and t hi ngs l i ke t hat  I  do n ' t  ar gue, but  never t hel ess 
t h i s i s a war  t i me you s ee, i f  i t  was n' t  a war  t i me of  cour se 
I ' l l  do a l ot  f or  t hi s count r y and have been doi ng f or  25 y ear s , 
but  s i nce t he war  br oke out  I  have a mot her  i n J apan and r el at i v es 
i n J apan, t wo br o t her s i n J apan, and f ur t her mor e I  have been 
educ at ed' i n J apan. So my f ee l i ng was mor e or  l ess l eani ng over  
t o t he J apan s i de, and i n t hat  ques t i on 28 es pec i a l l y , you c an ' t  
j us t  s ay Ye s . 

Q. Ther e wer e t wo or  t hr ee ques t i ons i n one as a mat t er  of  f ac t . 

A. Now, j us t  because I  s i gned 'No ' t hat  do es n' t  nec es s ar i l y mean I  
hat e t he Uni t ed St at es or  any t hi ng l i k e t hat . 

Q. Ther e i s a t r emendous c o nf l i c t  her e, of  c our s e. 

A . So i n ot her  wor ds , wher e I  answer  Yes- No, I  am not  answer i ng, I  
an not  gi v i ng a c l ear  answer . You c an ' t  answer  Yes or  No. 

Q. You want  t o expl ai n and you mi ght  t ake a book t o exp l a i n . 

A. T hat ' s r i gh t . So af t er  t hat  I  have been segr egat ed and det ai ned . 
i n Tul e Lake Cent er , and t hat ' s O.K . wi t h me t oo , because I  knew 
how I  am supposed t o be t r eat ed so t hat  par t  i s a l l  r i gh t . But  
what  t oday I  am ver y much i nt er es t ed i n ar e t he boys t hat  s t i l l  
r emai n i n t he St oc k ade. Whet her  t hey wi l l  have a chance t o 
r el eas e or  whet her  WRA has a r i ght  t o keep t hem i n t her e. 

Q. What  t hey ar e undoubt edl y go i ng t o ''t r y t o do wi t h t hem i s t h i s . 
They ar e e:oi ng t o t r y t o get  t hem t O',r equest  expat r i at i o n . You 
know r ec ent l y Congr ess enact ed t hi s l aw per mi t t i ng c i t i zens t o 
r enounce c i t i z ens h i p . That  i s an i nnovat i on i n our  l aw her e and 
what  t hey ' r e goi ng t o do appar ent l y i s t o t r y t o get  t hem t o 
r enounce". I  hav en' t  seen t he boys y et . I  have asked Mr . 
Lech l i t er  and he want s t o t al k i t  over  wi t h me f i r s t . I  t hi nk 
t hat  i s what  he i s go i ng t o say , we ar e go i ng t o go t o t hese boys 
and we ar e go i ng t o have f or ms wi t h us and we ar e go i ng t o t r y N 

t o get  t hem t o s i gn t hem. I f  t hey sign-  t hem, t hen t hey become' 
a l i ens . And t hen t hey are sent  t o Sant a Fe or  some ot her  p l ac e. 
That  i s what  t hey have i n t he back of  t hei r  mi nd, I  be l i ev e. I . 
hav en' t  f ound out  de f i n i t e l y , but  t hat  i s a c onc l us i on. I  t h i nk 
what  t hey shoul d d o � i t  depends nat ur al l y on t hei r  own dec i s i o ns , 
of  cour se- - i f  t hey do n' t  want  t o be t r eat ed as al i ens t hen I  woul d 
say t he t h i ng i s not  t o s i gn i t . I f  you want  ul t i mat el y t o 
expat r i at e, t hat  i s your  des i r e , your  wi s h, and you exer c i s e i t  
i f ' y o u wi s h . You do n' t  have t o do anyt hi ng and nobody can compel  
you t o do any t h i ng. I  do n ' t  know whet her  t h'er e i s any r eason why 
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t hey shoul d cont i nue t o be hel d i n t he St o c k ade. I  do n ' t  know 
what  t hey have done, have no i dea , do n ' t  know i f  t he admi ni s t r a-
t i on char ges t hem wi t h any t h i ng. They do not  t e l l  me any t hi ng 
s p ec i f i c , a l l  I  get  i s a l ot  of  i nnuendos . Xi aey eta bb± i s i i  m& 
anythi J t t g ! We l l , you do n ' t  know what  we k now," t h a t ' s what  I  hear  
a l l  t he t i me. 

A . As f ar  as t h i s i nc i dent , t he November  i nc i dent , i s c onc er ned, and 
t he r eason why a gr eat  many of  t hem have been pi c k ed up, I  pr esume 
t hat  you wi l l  get  f i r s t - hand i nf or mat i on by Kur at omi , Rev . Kai  
and Andy Tsukemot o, and i f  I  can hel p t hose boys t o get  out  f r om 

* t he St ockade whi c h I  have been do i ng ever  s i nc e r e l eas e , appeal i ng 
t o Mr . Bes t  and Mr . L ec h l i t e r , t a l k i ng whenever  I  get  t he c hanc e, 
and by do i ng so of  cour se I  am i n a pr ec ar i ous pos i t i on r i ght  now 
I  know i t  and by now whoever  i s t he i nt er medi at e f or  t hem why 
you ar e c l as s ed as one of  t hem and i f  t hey have somet hi ng agai ns t  
t hem t hey have somet hi ng agai ns t  y o u. So pr obabl y I  can gi ve 
you an out l i ne of  t he i nc i dent  af t er  you see t hese boys i n t he 
St o c k ade. 

Q. Maybe somet i me t h i s af t er no o n. I 'm go i ng t o see L ec h l i t er  at  
noon and we ar e go i ng t o t a l k about  i t  and t hey have i ndi c at ed I  
can see t hem at  t hat  t i me and af t er  t hat  I  wi l l  ask t o see y o u. 
Now I  pr esume t hat  wi t h r ef er enc e t o your  own det ent i o n , you 
woul d l i k e me t o i nqui r e i nt o t hat  somewhat , t he r easons f o r  i t , 
t he r eas ons f o r  your  det ent i on? 

A . Y es , I  woul d l i k e t o know t he r eason why I  was det a i ned. 

Q. Di d t hey ever  gi v e you a hear i ng t hen? 

A . Y es , t hey onl y asked me t wo ques t i o ns . I  happen t o be a c h i ef  
i nv es t i gat o r  i n t he col ony po l i c e depar t ment , and t hey d i d n ' t  t e l l  
me when, but  whenever  t he o f f i c er  asked me t he ques t i on No. 1- -
t hat  I  s t uc k a k n i f e i n a wal l  and s a i d t oni ght  was t he deadl i ne � 
now what  made me say t hat  was t he ques t i on t hey asked me abo ut . 
I  do n ' t  r emember  t hose t h i ngs , t hey ape so f o o l i s h and f r agment ar y . 
I  s ai d gi ve me mor e of  t he c i r c ums t anc es , maybe I  can r emember  
s omet hi ng. We l l , t hen t hey accuse me of  s ay i ng t hat . Oh, you 
s i mpl y do not  want  t o answer  any ques t i o n , so I  got  i n an ar gument  
a l l  r i gh t . No. 2 was t hat  - -

Q. Who was ques t i o n i ng you? 

A . Two of  t he I nt er nal  Sec ur i t y P o l i c e . I  do n ' t  know t hese gent l emen. 
Hi r ed af t er  I  was t hr own i n t he St o c k ade. Second ques t i on was t hat  
I  made r emar ks t hat  t he J apanese was pu l l i ng t he wool  over  t he 
Cauc as i an ' s ey es . So I  t o l d t hem t he same t h i ng , when d i d I  say 
t h i s , what  c i r c ums t anc es , wher e and .how. 

Q. Ti me and pl ace and who was t her e? 

A . So I  s a i d t o t hese t wo gent l emen, I  s ai d I  do n ' t  t h i nk you gent l e-
men know any t hi ng about  t h i s i nc i dent . I  do not  t h i nk you have a 
r i ght  t o i nt er v i ew me. I f  you c a l l  t h i s a hear i ng or  any t hi ng 
l i k e t hat , I  woul d r at her  see Mr . Bes t  or  Mr . Sc hmi dt . You t wo 
gent l emen do n ' t  know any t hi ng about  t hi s whol e i nc i dent . So t hat  
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was t he onl y hear i ng I  had. And one day I  went  t o see Mr . Best  
and I  t o l d hi m a l l  about  my end of  t he ac t i v i t y pr i o r  t o my 
ar r es t  ana t hat  ver y af t er noon t hey came and l et "me go . 

Q. May I  ask you, when t hey came t o get  you di d t hey say you ar e 
under  ar r es t ? 

A . Wo, I  was i n my o f f i c e at  t he war den headquar t er s and a bunch of  
j eeps and a l l  t he ar my c ar s came by t he o f f i c e and a l ot  of  
po l i c e boys sur r ounded t he bu i l d i ng and I  t h i nk i t  was L i eu t . 
For bes wal ked i n t her e. He t o l d me t hat  Co l . Aus t i n want s t o see 
you, Ts uda ; so I  s ai d O. K . , so I  got  up and he f r i s k ed me f r om 
beh i nd, put  me on a car go t r uc k , bunches of  car s f o l l o wi ng, and 
t hey packed me i n and put  me i n t he St oc k ade. 

Q. I n ot her  wor ds , i t  was t he mi l i t ar y who pi cked you up and t he 
mi l i t ar y who r el eas ed you? 

A . I  do n ' t  know. 

Q. The mi l i t ar y was s t i l l  i n char ge of  t he s t ockade? 

A . When I  got  r el eas ed, i t  was abs o l ut el y under  WRA. 

Q. . ôw l ong had t he WRA been handl i ng t he St oc k ade. 

A . The ent i r e admi ni s t r at i on was t r ans f er r ed by t hem t o t he WRA 
ar ound about  J anuar y 15t h. 

Q. Was t he St ockade bei ng r un by t hem t oo? 

A . No, t he St ockade has j us t  onl y r ec ent l y been t r ans f er r ed. 

Q. I n ot her  wor ds , i t  i s qui t e pos s i bl e t he Ar my was s t i l l  r unni ng 
t he St ockade when you wer e r el eas ed? 

A . Onl y way I  under s t and was t hat  t he Ar my and WRA i n c onj unc t i on 
wer e r unni ng t he St oc k ade. 

Q. The WRA t r i es t o get  out  of  r es po ns i b i l i t y by sav i ng t he Ar my 
was r unni ng i t . 

A. I  have been t o l d t hat  a l ot  of  t i mes but  never  once has t he Ar my 
i nv es t i gat ed my c as e, never  even asked me any ques t i o ns . 

Q. Al l  t he i nv es t i gat i on was conduct ed by I nt er nal  Po l i ce? 

A . I nt er nal  Sec ur i t y . 

Q. And Bes t ' s o f f i c e? 

A. T h a t ' s r i gh t . 

Q. Di d you get  t o see your  wi f e whi l e you wer e i n t her e? 

A. No, of  cour se I  wr ot e t o her  but  I  d i dn ' t  see her . 
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Q. Your  l et t er s wer e censor ed? 

A Ever y l e t t er , paper s and ever y t hi ng, a l l  c ensor ed. And t hat  has 
been 'den i ed . I  know t hat  sever al  wi ves r eques t ed Mr . nes t  t o see 
t hei r  husband, whi ch has been r ef us ed. 

Q. Di d you ask t o see your  wi f e? 

A . No. •«•'  V • 

Do you know whet her  your  wi f e asked t o see you? 

A Y o u see I  bel i ev ed when I  got  ar r es t ed t hat  I  hav en' t  done any-
t hi ng wr ong, so I  wr ot e and t o l d her  you s t ay home and j us t  st ay 
out  and soSe day i t  wi l l  come t hey wi l l  f i nd out  t hey made a 
mi s t ake by ar r es t i ng me. When t hat  day comes t hey ar e goi ng t o 
r el eas e me. Un t i l  t hat  t i me comes, do not  make t oo much noi se 
and s t ay home. But  she got  wor r i ed and she went  t o_see Mr . Bes t  
one dav and t al k ed t o hi m about  my r el ease and Mr . bes t  t o l d her  
i t  i s t he Ar my t hat  i s keepi ng me i n t he St oc k ade. as f ar  as 
Mr . Best  i s concer ned he woul d l i k e t o see me r el eas ed t hat  ver y 
af t er noon. He sai d he woul d t r y hi s dar ndes t  t o get  me out  oi  
St ockade. So l ust  wai t  f o r  a l i t t l e whi l e or  somet hi ng l i k e  ̂
t hat  he t o l d my wi f e . Of  c our s e, we asked f r om t he bt ockade t o 
see our  f o l k s . At  t he same t i me I  know t hat  s ever al  wi ves went  

t 0 s e e Mr . Best  and asked per mi ss i on t o see t hei r  husbands , 
whi ch has been den i ed . But  I  hear d yes t er day Mr . Mor i  saw h i s 
wi f e . I  t h i nk t hat  i s t he f i r s t  t i me. 

Q. Y es . we asked i f  Mr s . Mor i  coul d not  see her  husband. 

A So I  l ust , asked Mr . L ec h l i t er  whet her  Mr s . Kai  wi l l  have a 
chance t o see her  husband, but  h i s answer  was pr et t y much negat i ve 

Q. I s she a c i t i z en . 

A She i s a c i t i z en , y es . and she has j us t  been out  of  t he hos p i t al  
a b o u t  t wo weeks wi t h a new baby . He has n ' t  been per mi t t ed t o see 

her  or  t he baby . 

q . I s he a Buddhi s t  pr i es t ? 

A . Y es . 

Q,. Ther e i s some r eason or  o t her , t he admi ni s t r at i on seem t o t h i nk 
he i s t he bad boy of  t he c o l ony . 

A. Y es , t hat  he i s t he whol e i ns t i gat o r . 

Q What  i s t he appar ent  means of  communi cat i on wi t h t he admi ni s t r a-
t  i on her e? I f  you have pr obl ems , do you have t o go t o Best  s 

o f f i c e? 

A Wel l  I  have t o get  ei t her  a per mi t  at  t he gat e and get  t hese 
pas s es , l i ke t h i s mor ni ng I  came t o see Mr . L ec h l i t er , so t he 
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gat eman c a l l ed up Mr . L ec h l i t er  and got  h i s O. K . and af t er  t hat  
t hey i s s ued t h i s pass and wi t h t h i s pass I  come i n t h i s ar ea. 

Q. Do t hey somet i mes r ef us e t o i s sue t hose passes? 

A . L i ke Mr . L ec h l i t e r , I  never  had any t r oubl e s eei ng hi m, but  Mr . 
Bes t  or  Mr . Bl ac k or  any ot her  per son I  do n ' t  get  t o see t hem, 
ver y r a r e l y . E i t her  t hey ar e t oo bus y , have no t i me, somet hi ng 
l i k e t hat . " 

Q. What  sor t  of  r epr es ent at i v e do you have f o r  t he co l ony? 

A, Onl y t hi ng t hey have i s a bl oc k manager , a dec ent r a l i zed s t at i on 
of  t he admi n i s t r at i o n . 



I nt er vi ew wi t h YAKANE, ?ul e Lat e Cent er , St ookade, J ul y 11t h, 1944, 

Witk ** sistance ot  George r̂ i t cee as Interpret or . 

t t r , B si gi  
5? we sav your  si st er  and she wanted us t o oorao to vi si t you and to see - what  

�we ooul d do for  you. You have no other  r el at i ves? 

A. Yes, a brother fighting on Guadalcanal» His mother's si ster is here. 

Q. inhere were you bom? A» Hawaii» 

3» VJhen - were you pfcMced up? A. November  4t h* 

Q* You were one of  t he f i r st « 

A« He went  t o stop t he cannot  i on. 

Q, You were one o* t he boys who wer e sent  t o stop the oossaot i on. 

A* Tom Kobayashi  r epor t ed i n and he was a xmrden at  t hat  t i me. 

Q. How di d you get  hi t ? 

A* Fi r st  Tom t ol d hi m t hat  i t  was a coi mot i on, but  anyway he sai d t her e was no 
(I nt er «) use st ar t i ng anythi ng or  doi ng anythi ng about  i t , so he t ol d them t o go home* 

He thought  everythi ng iras O.K. so t hen af t er war ds of  course he cam© t o t he 
moot ing and t hen he was sent  f r om t her e t o stop the oomot i on and see what  

was t aki ng pl ace* So he w©nfc out  wi t h one boy b t he name of  Toderoki fhe i s 
i n Sant a Pe now). He st ar ced out  toward t he motor  pool  where t he comcrfcion 
was supposed t o have been t aki ng pl ace. J ust  as he was goi ng he met  Tom 
Hayashi da. He vol unteered t o hel p stop the cemot i on. The t hr ee began wal ki ng 
to$- «ards t he hospi t al  sect i on but  about  20 yar ds from t he doct al  sect i on of  
t he hospi t al , and he met  a IRA ear  and he st opped. And the - mn caiae out  of  
t he ear  and wi thout  sayi ng anythi ng he knocked hi m over  t he head. Tcderoki  
me thrown on the ground by a basebal l  bat . Hayashi da was boat en up, t hen 
they ware t aken i nt o t he admi ni st r at i on bui l di ng and Kobayashi  was i n t her e 
and Taman© and Bayashi da and Toder eki  and Fred Kokawft. I n t her e f ur t her  
beat i ng t ook pl ace. 

Q. Wi thout  any pr ovocat i on, i s t hat  hi s cl ai m? 

A* They even made t hea j fput  up t hei r  hands and whi l e t hey had t hei r  hands put  up 
one boy was beat en vqa over  the head wi t h & basebal l  bat . 

Q. How are you now? 

A. I  am al l  r i ght  now. Sometimes m$r  arm and back hur t �ei ght  months now. 

Q. He has asked f or  expat r i at i on, hasn't  he? Does he know hi s r i ght s wi t h r efer ence 
t o t he mat ter? 

A. Yes. 

Q. You under stand you don't  have t o do anyt hi ng, and as soon as you si gn you wi l l  
be shi pped out  of  her e t o Sent a F e . You know t hat ? A. Yes . 

Q. Has he had a hear i ng? 

A. A*,ovrh two t i mes. Dur i ng hi s f i r st  hear i ng, W+ mart  t ol i  hi m t hat  he boat  
hi m up because he was more or  l ess upset  over  t he f act  t hat  one of  hi s comrades 
was assaul t ed, so he sai d pl ease don't  f eel  t ee bad about  i t . He sai d he woul d 
t r y t o r el ease hi m as soon as he can. 
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Q.-  - Bei» ho - writ® to hie eifcer? 

A, I  wr i t e f or  hi m ever  so of t en, i n Engl i sh. 

Q. TShen t hey quest i oned you, vhat  di d t hey quest i on you about? 

A . TOi y ho wants t o go back t o J apan. 

Q# TChat  di d you t el l  t hen? 

A . Ho answered t hat  unt i l  t he t ime of  evacuat i on he had every i nt ent i on t o st ake hi « 
l i f e and for t une i n t hi s count r y, but  af t er  t he evaouat i on he began t o dour * the 
advi sabi l i t y of  hi s st ayi ng i n this oount ry and sai d he saw no reason or what 
benef i t s a ci t i senshi p r eal l y di d do fbsr t o hi m. So he nade up hi s xaind t o go 
baok t o J apan and l i f e wi t h hi s par ent s. 

Q. Your  parents ar e bot h over  t her e? 

A . Fat her  dead. % another  i s t her e, and a s i st er . 



I nt er v i ew wi t h TOM YOSHI YAMA, Tul e Lake Cent er  St ockade. 
J ul y 11, 1944. 

Mr . Bes i g: You ar e a c i t i zen? 

A. I  was bor n i n Sal i nas , t he r odeo c i t y . 

Q. How ol d ar e you? 

A. 26 r i ght  now. 

Q. And you don't  have par ent s i n t he Cent er ? 

A. No, t hey ar e dead. 

Q. Do you have any br ot her s or  s i s t er s ? 

A . No r el at i ves what soever . I  do not  know t he r eason why I  am bei ng 
conf i ned her e f or  ei ght  mont hs. Of  cour se, I  am a member  of  t he 
negot i at i ng commi t t ee, execut i ve sec r et ar y , but  what  I  di d I  
ac t ed i n behal f  of  t he peopl e of  t he col ony and because I  was 
secr et ar y I  never  sai d a wor d i n a meet i ng anyway and of  cour se, 
as you - pr obabl y al r eady know, t he peopl e of  Bl ock 6 el ec t ed me 
t o r epr esent  t hei r  i nt er est s  ̂ and af t er  t he bl oc k r epr esent at i ves 
got  t oget her  I n Mess No. 15, t hey al so el ec t ed me a member  of  
t he negot i at i ng commi t t ee and execut i ve secr et ar y because I  was 

___ educat ed i n J apan and I  am educat ed her e t oo . 

Q,. How l ong wer e you educat ed i n J apan? A. About  4 year s I  t h i nk . 

Q. You ar e what  t hey c al l  Ch i bei . A. Y es , Chi bei . 

A. Of  cour se t hey t r y t o pi n somet hi ng about  t he November  4t h i nc i -
dent . As f ar  as t hat  i s concer ned, I  t ook no par t  i n i t , al t hough 
I  went  t o t he mot or  pool , but  I  am sur e t her e ar e about  f our  or  
f i ve J apanese empl oyees t hat  wi l l  wi t ness f or  me al t hough I  do n' t  
know t hei r  names and doubt  i f  I  can r ecol l ec t  t hei r  f aces ei t her  
but  I  t o l d t hem i f  any young men came, t e l l  t hem t o go home, but  
as soon as I  sai d t hat  I  r et ur ned t o t he meet i ng agai n. But  i t  
seems t hat  t he WRA t hi nks t hat  I  had a par t  i n t hat  r i o t . 

Q. They appar ent l y have t he i dea, as f ar  as I  can gat her , t hat  you 
f el l ows pr omot ed and conspi r ed t o have a di s t ur bance. 

A. They t hi nk t hat  t he member s of  t he negot i at i ng commi t t ee was one 
t hat  put  out  t hat  r i o t . But  I  do n ' t  t hi nk t hey can pr ove I t , as 
f ar  as I  am concer ned I  had no par t , I  never  di d t r y and ur ge 
anybody t o commi t  v i o l enc e. 

Q. Wher e wer e you l ocat ed bef or e you wer e i n t hi s camp? 

A. Bef or e, I  was i n Ut ah, Topaz- -

Q,. Wi t h most  of  t he San F r anc i scans. 
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A. Of  c our s e, I  was i n San F r anc i s c o , and t her e I  was evacuat ed t o 
Sant a Ani t a and f r om t her e t o Topaz, t hen I  came her e. I  had 
been i n t he cent er  about  a mont h and a h a l f , t he 13t h of  t h i s 
mont h wi l l  be exac t l y ei ght  mont hs f o r  me. 

Q. You came i n her e November  15t h? A . Y es . 

Q. And I  suppose t he mi l i t ar y -

A. P i cked me up? Oh, y es , about  40 of  t hem a l l  ar ound t he bl oc k 
and about  f our  of  t hem came i n , sear ched me and sear ched t he 
whol e r oom and came i n and pi cked me up wi t h f l as h l i ght s and 
bay onet s . I t  was a s i ght  t hough. They put  me i n t he l i t t l e 
St ockade t her e f o r  about  4 days . Oh, I  had a hel l ova t i me i n 
t her e, j i mi ny , t hat  pl ace- -

Q. I n what  sense? 

A . Wel l , i n t he f i r s t  pl ace you c an' t  wash your  f ace or  anyt hi ng and 
of  cour se i f  you want  a t o i l et  or  somet hi ng t wo po l i c e guar ds 
esc or t ed us wi t h t he poi nt  of  bayonet , even i f  we sat  a coupl e of  
mi nut es on t he t o i l e t , ur gi ng us t o hur r y up. I t  was r eal l y a 
t er r i b l e t i me. And ever y "t i me of  eat i ng t hey br ought  us t o t he 
mess ha l l  up t her e and about  20 s o l di er s maybe mor e escor t ed us 
t o t hat  mess ha l l  and we at e and came back agai n . I  had t hat  
exper i enc e of  one week or  ei ght  days a l t o get her . 

Q. Di d t hey push you ar ound at  al l ? 

A. They d i dn ' t  beat  me up or  anyt hi ng l i k e t hat , but  of  cour se we 
c o u l dn ' t  do ver y much agai ns t  a bayonet  anyway. So.we j ust  t ook 
t he consequences as cal ml y as we c oul d, but  i t  was ver y unpl eas-
ant  t he way we wer e t r eat ed. Of  cour se, when we wer e t r ans f er r ed 
her e t he f ood s i t uat i on was t he wor s t . / When we wer e f i r s t  i n 
her e we onl y had r i c e and car r ot s I  do n ' t  know how many week s . 
The f ood now i s a l i t t l e bet t er . Much bet t er  compar ed t o t he 
t i me we used t o have. Of  cour se we had some r i c e�s o much� and 
one spoon and i f  l ucky a car r ot  on t op, .and of  cour se we have t o 
eat  because t her e i s not hi ng e l s e. But  i t  was ver y uns ani t ar y 
her e. I nc i dent a l l y , I  was t he f i r s t  spokesman f or  t he St ockade 
unt i l  December  l as t  and I  nego t i at ed wi t h L t . Shaner  who was i n 
char ge of  t he St ockade qui t e o f t en, t r y i ng t o get  a bucket  and 
br oom and some s ani t ar y f a c i l i t i e s , d i s i n f ec t ant s , e t c . , but  we 
d i dn ' t  accompl i sh ver y much. 

Q,. Ther e ar en ' t  ver y many of  you i n t her e? 

A. 18 of  us . 

Q. T e l l ne . whi l e you wer e at  Topaz you asked f or  expat r i at i on? 

A. Y es , I  d i d . 

Q. Had you pr ev i ous l y f i l l ed out  t he q u es t i o n n a i r e? 
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A . What  ques t i onnai r e? 

Q. That  l ong one, wi t h ques t i ons 27 and 28. 

A. Was i t  at  t hat  t i me you- asked f o r  expat r i at i on? A . Y es , I  d i d 
at  t hat  t i me t o o . 

Q. Of  c our s e, most  of  t he peopl e i n her e have t he i nt ent i on of  go i ng 
bac k t o J apan anyway. How about  you? 

A. Yes., I  do t oo because of  t he f ac t  t hat  I  have a l l  my br ot her s 
and ' s i s t er s i n J apan and s i nce my f at her  d i ed, onl y about  5 mont hs 
ago I  r ec ei ved a t el egr am f r om J apan s t at i ng t hat  my f at her  d i ed , 
and because of  h i s deat h I  have t o go bac k and t ake car e of  t he 
pr oper t y s i nce t hey ar e al l  i n my name now. 

Q. But  you ar e pr epar ed t o expat r i at e y our s el f  at  any t i me? 

ü, 

Q. 

A, 

Q. 

A, 

Q.. 

A. 

Q 

A 

Yes . 

I  under s t and Mr . Enni s was ar ound her e r ec ent l y , 
t o you? 

Di d he t al k 

Fr om t he emi gr at i on? 

Fr om t he Depar t ment  of  J us t i c e, about  t hr ee or  f our  days ago 

Y es , he di d but  I  don't  know, I  t h i nk I  wi l l  
my c i t i zens h i p y et . I  under s t and I  can dr op 

s t i l l  hang on t o 
i t  any t i me I  l i ke 

Two year s f r om now, when you t hi nk c ondi t i ons ar e r i gh t . 

You s ee, s i nce we ar e el ec t ed member s of  t he negot i at i on com-
mi t t ee. we have t o go* bac k , ot her wi se t he Cent er  won't  be nor mal . 
The peopl e s t i l l  suppor t  us . We have t o go bac k and r es i gn . 
I f  we r es i gn , t hen t he Cent er  wi l l  el ec t  new r epr es ent at i v es . 
So I  c an ' t  go t o Sant a Fe or  any p l ac e. Ot her wi s e, I  have t o go 
back and put  i n my r es i gnat i o n . That  i s why t he peopl e ar e 
suppor t i ng us now. 

Of  cour se, t he l i ne t hat  Bes t ' s o f f i c e i s t ak i ng i s t hat  t hey 
want  you t o r eques t  expat r i at i on now and t hat  wi l l  so l ve t h i s 
pr obl em by i mmedi at el y sendi ng you t o Sant a Fe . 

They want  us t o r es i gn now. I n ot her  wor ds , Mr . Best  has made 
qui t e a l ot  of  bl under s . Commi t t ed hi msel f  t oo much. L i ke 
Bl ock 9, t hat  i s wher e my f i anc ee i s . t hey had mess t r oubl e and 
Mr . Tor di  and I shi mar u (? ) when t hey l ef t  t her e f o r  Sant a Fe 
t hey t o l d me ever y t hi ng and t hey put  ever y t hi ng i n my hands and 
i n case t hey br i ng i t  o ut . i n t he cour t  t hey want  t hi s case 
c l ear ed t oo". The dope i s t hat  f i r s t  I shi mar u and Tonya ? and 
Oka- - ?, t hr ee of  t hese gent l emen, wer e i nt er ned her e f or  about  
t wo mont hs and t he char ges wer e t hat  t hey wer e maki ng l i quor  i n 
t hei r  home. That  was t he f i r s t  char ge. But  t hese t hr ee gent l e 
men t hey do n ' t  even dr i nk l i quor  and t hey never  make any l i quor  
at  a l l . 
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Q. They wer e accused of  s e l l i ng i t , I  suppose, not  dr i nk i ng i t ? 

A. Accused of  maki ng i t  t oo . They wer e r el eas ed because t hey 
c o ul dn' t  f i nd any t hi ng agai ns t  t hem. About  a mont h l at er  t hey 
pi cked t hem up agai n , t h i s t i me f i ve of  t hem, t hese same t hr ee 
gent l emen and one my f i an c ee ' s f at her , t h i s t i me t hey accused 
t hem of  i nt i mi dat i ng school  t eacher s not  t o wor k . 

Q. Ar e t he par ent s opposed t o t hei r  c hi l dr en l ear ni ng Engl i s h? 

A. Oh, y es . They j us t  had a meet i ng at  Bl ock 9 and t hey had a 
meet i ng i n r egar d t o t he J apanese t ea t hat  was sent  t o t hi s 

. count r y t hr ough Red Cr os s . Of  cour se t he t ea d i dn ' t  amount  t o 
much, but  because i t  came f r om a f ar - away count r y and because 
i t  was J apan t hey wi shed t o have i t  d i v i ded equal l y . And because 
some of  t he J apanese bl oc k r es i dent s h i d i t  and j ust  dr i nk i ng i t  
t hemsel ves t hey t al ked about  i t  and nat ur al l y 5 of  t hem t hey 
want ed some exp l anat i o n . , and Mr . Tonee bef or e he s ai d anyt hi ng 
at  t he meet i ng he showed what  he was goi ng t o say t o t he bl oc k 
manager  t o get  O. K . and t he bl oc k manager  gave hi m O. K . , so he 
sai d what  was t her e, and t hey appor t i oned i t . So Mr . Tonee 
t hought  t hat  was al l  r i gh t , he d i dn ' t  t h i nk of  any t hi ng el se and 
about  a day l at er  he was pi cked up, ac c us i ng hi m of  i nt i mi dat i ng 
t hese J apanese school  or  Amer i can school  t eacher s - somet hi ng l i ke 
t hat , some t eac her  anyway. Of  cour se, what  I  t h i nk i s t he J apa-
nese made a f a l s e r epor t  t o t he WRA whi ch even t hen t he vYRA 
shoul d have i nves t i gat ed mor e t hor oughl y bef or e t hey put  i t  out  
i n a paper  l i ke t hat - - WRA put  i t  on a r ad i o . 

Q. Ther e has been some d i f f i c u l t y i n t he Cent er  subsequent l y? 

A. Y es , of  cour se I  never  was i n t he Cent er , I  do n ' t  know how i t  i s . 
But  I  can sense some f r i c t i o n , y es . 

Q. And undoubt edl y di ver gent  gr oups i n t he Cent er . Have a l l  t he 
16 f el l o ws t hat  ar e l ef t  asked f or  expat r i at i on? 

A . I  t h i nk s o . 

Q. Di d t hey do so o r i g i na l l y , do you t hi nk? A. I  t h i nk so . 

Q. I n ot her  wor ds , most  of  t hese ar e Chi bei ? A. Y es . 

Q. How i s i t  so much of  t he l eader s hi p i s Chi bei ? 

A. You t hi nk Chi bei  have a l eader s hi p? 

Q. I  do n ' t  know my s el f . 

A. I  don' t  t hi nk t hat  i s r i gh t , t hough. Of  c our s e, t her e i s mor e 
nat i o na l i s t i c , br ought  up i n J apanese f as h i o n . 

I  mean her e at  t hi s Cent er . 

A . At  t hi s Cent er , I  do n ' t  know- - I  never  had t he chance t o see anyt hi n 
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Q Th i s whol e negot i at i on commi t t ee was es s ent i a l l y a Chi bei  and 
I s s e i  gr oup, I  t ake i t . Now, d i d you have any hear i ng? 

A. Fr om t he WRA t hey don' t  gi ve me much c hanc e. Do you know what  
t hey s a i d , t hey sai d you s on- of - a- bi t ch. 

Q. Who s ai d t hat ? 

A Mar t  her e. Two ot her  boys who wer e bei ng i nv es t i gat ed, t he same 
t h i ng. And qui t e a l ot  of  o t her s , I  do n ' t  know t hei r  names. 
They d i dn ' t  gi ve me a chance t o say any t hi ng. I  t al k ed about  t he 
f ood, how bad i t  was compar ed to Topaz Cent er  wher e I  came f r om, 
and t hey got  per f ec t l y nast y and al most  pushed me down. And 
t her e wer e t wo po l i c e, a sent r y and guar d t hat  br ought  me her e 
and t hey j us t  s ai d you son of  a bi t c h and po i nt ed at  me. I  do n ' t  
t h i nk t hey r eal l y i nv es t i gat ed me, t hough. 

Q. Woul d you say t hat  among t he 250 pi cked up t her e mi ght  have been 
some bad boys among t he gr oup? 

A . Oh pr obabl y t her e wer e. But  I  do n ' t  k now'f o r  sur e because I  

never  was f r i end l y out  t her e. Si nce I  came i n her e I  have got t en 
f r i end l y . You have t o make f r i ends and t al k i n her e. 

Q. You d i dn ' t  know any of  t hese peopl e at  Topaz? None of  t hem came 
f r om Topaz, di d t hey? 

A . Ther e ar e some f r om To paz . 

Q. Any of  t hem who wer e on t h i s nego t i at i ng commi t t ee? 

A. No, I  am t he onl y one f r om T o paz . 
They even st ooped some mai l . Out s i de t he Cent er  t hey censor  i t  
and even t ake i t , I  t h i nk . I  had some l et t er  comi ng f r om t he 
Spani sh Consul , I  t h i nk , because my g i r l  f r i end wr ot e t hat  she 
sent  i t , I  never  r ec ei v ed i t . Of  cour se I  even had a t al k wi t h 
t he ar my once r egar di ng t hat  and. t he ar my sai d f l a t l y t hat  i n 
t i me of  war  t hey c oul d do any t hi ng t hey p l eas ed. 

Q. Have t hey cont i nued t o censor  your  mai l  s i nce t he Ar my? A. Y es . 

Who censor s i t ? 

A . The WRA, I  i magi ne. That  i s why we c an ' t  get  i n cont act  wi t h 

anyone . 

Q. Wi t h whom di d you t r y t o get  i n t ouch? Not  me. 

A. No. I  wr ot e t o t he Spani sh Consul  about  t he c ondi t i ons i n her e. 

Q. But  you ar e a c i t i z en , you have no s t andi ng wi t h hi m. 

A. No, but  I  t hought  t her e i s no one el s e I  coul d r eal l y wr i t e . But  
I  doubt  i f  i t  went  out . 
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Q. You hever  got  an answer ? A . No. 

Q. You f o l k s hav en ' t  got t en any mai l  s i nce t he 1st  of  J ul y? 

A. No mai l  at  a l l . And t hey put  t hat  beaver boar d up so .we cannot  
even wave hands any mor e. 

Q. Do you t hi nk anybody was s i gnal l i ng f r om t her e? 

A. I  was n ' t . 

Q. You know t her e was a mur der  i n t he Cent er  r ec ent l y , d i dn ' t  you? 

A . Y es , t he I nt er nal  Sec ur i t i es men t o l d me. 

Q. Appar ent l y t her e i s some f ee l i ng t hat  pos s i bl y t he mur der  was 
engi neer ed f r om t h i s St oc k ade. 

A . Af t er  put t i ng t hat  t hi ng up t her e, I  t hought  I  knew t hat  f eel i ng- -

Q. When di d t hey put  i t  up? 

A. On t he t h i r d , I  t h i nk , 3r d or  2nd of  J u l y . 

Q. I  assume t he onl y r eason t hey di d i s t o pr event  you f r om com-
muni c at i ng. 

Q. I  do n ' t  know what  t hey ' r e do i ng. You woul d l i ke t o see your  
f r i ends even f r om a d i s t anc e. But  i f  t hey t h i nk we ar e s i gna l l i ng , 
I  do n ' t  c ar e. I  do n ' t  t hi nk anybody was s i gnal l i ng and bes i des 
a t h i ng l i k e t hat , nobody woul d wor k on our  or der  anyway. I  doubt  
i t . I f  I  t o l d you t o at t ac k someone I  do n ' t  t hi nk you woul d do 
i t . The mur der  was a gr udge, t hat  per son had i t  so l ong. Of  
c our s e, t hat  f ood, i nv es t i gat i o n , Co- op, t hi ngs t hey sel l  ar e t oo 
expens i v e. Thi s i s hear s ay , I  don' t  know anyt hi ng def i n i t e . 


