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HOiiQ'RABEE TOM CLARK,
A tto rn ^ r G eneral o f  the  U .S ., 
Department of J u s t ic e  B u ild in g , 
W ashington, D. C.

i Y ¿Jhf

Dear S ir :

Each of the  persons whose name ap p ears on th e  a t ta c h e d  

l i s t .^ a t  a i l  tim es h e re in  mentioned has been and now i s  in te rn e d

in  th e  Tule Lake S eg reg a tio n  C en ter s i tu a te d  in  th e  v ic in i ty  o f  

¡Sewell, Modoc County, C alifo  r n ia .  O sten s ib ly  each o f  s a id  persons 

th e re  i s  confined a s  an  a s s e r te d  ren u n c ian t of U n ited  S ta te s  

n a t io n a l i t y .  Under a claim  of c o lo r  o f  a u th o r i ty  u M er th e  A lien  

Enemy A ct, 50 U .S.Code, s e c . 21 e t  s e q . ,  each of them i s  c la s s e d , 

t r e a te d  and d e ta in e d  as an a l i e n  enemy in  s a id  p r is o n , concen­

t r a t i o n  or in te rnm en t camp by you or under your a u th o r i ty .  The 

feaso n  fo r  t h i s  con tinued  and o p p ress iv e  im prisonm ent of sa id  

persons appears t  o b e  th a t  a t  a p e rfu n c to ry  hppearance b e fo re  a 

g o v e rn m e n jo ff ic ia l , r e p re s e n ta t iv e  o r  h e a r irg  o f f i c e r ,  presum ably 

d e s ig n a ted  as aich  by the. then  A tto rney  G eneral of th e  U nited  

S ta te s ,  each of th e  sa id  p e r s o n s ,in  the e a r ly  p a r t  of 1945,

I signed an a p p l ic a t io n  fo r  re n u n c ia tio n  of U n ited  S ta te s  n a t io n a l i ty  

on a form p re sc rib e d  and su p p lied  by jh e r  Department of J u s t i c e .

The s ig n in g  of sa id  re n u n c ia tio n  form sl'w as?neitherr f e a l ,

I faree:,non/?valnnthry ro n e th p  f a r t  of la n y lo f t th e  s a id  persons bu t was
. |

I o b ta in ed  through d u re s s , menace, f ra u d , undue in f lu e n c e  and mistake! 
of

o f fa p t and/law  and through th e  means of each o f  s a id  things*. ¿¿Y** 

Each o f th e  sa id  p erso n s has re c e iv e d  a l e t  te r 'f r o m  a 

re p re s e n ta t iv e  of your Department which c o n ta in s  a n o t ic e  s t a t i n g ,  

in  su b s ta n c e , th a t  sa id  re n u n c ia tio n  has been ap p ro v e^ b y  t h e  

A tto rney  G eneral as n o t co n tra ly  to  th e  i n t e r e s t s  of n a t io n a l  

d e fen se  and th a t  th e  s ig n e r  o f  said re n u n c ia tio n  form no lo n g e r  

i s  a c i t i z e n  of th e  U nited o ta te s  and i s  n o t e n t i t l e d  to any o f  

the  r ig h ts  and p r iv i le g e s  o f  such  c i t iz e n s h ip .  Each o f  such le t te r s ! ,  

however, f a i l s  to sp e c ify  th e  d ate  vhen, i f  e v e r , th e  A ttorney
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G eneral h im se lf approved th e  r e n u n c ia tio n  and a ls o  f a i l s  to  s t a t e
¡ t i p

th a t  an o rd e r , a t  any s p e c if ie d  tim e o r  e v e r , a c tu a l ly  was is su e d  

by him approving  th e  r e n u n c ia t io n  a s  n o t  c o n tra ry  to  th e  i n t e r e s t s  

of n a t io n a l  d e fen se .

The th e o iy  o ffe re d  in  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  of such in te rn m en t,

i f  I  am c o r r e c t ly  in fo rm ed , i s  t h a t  an approved re n u n c ia t i  on,
/0r*i fyp 'ltK jt

prov ided  i t  was execute«^ c u r in g  tim e of war and p o ssessed  th e  

a t t r i b u t e s  o f  c o n s t i tu t io n a l i ty  and l e g a l i t y ,  a u to m a tic a lly  

| converted  th e  re n u n c ia n t in to  an a l ie n  enemy and thereupon  con­

demned him to  in ternm ent as an  a l i e n  enemy under th e  p ro v is io n s

o f th e  A lien  Enemy A ct. xhe th e o ry  i s  n o v e l ,to  say th e  l e a s t .  The
A

most th a t  can be sa id  o f  such a re n u n c ia tio n  i s  th a t  a shedding

of U .S. c i t iz e n s h ip  does n o t c lo th e  th e  re n u n c ia n t w ith  fo re ig n

c i t iz e n s h ip  bu t le a v e s  him s t a t e l e s s .  Such a p erson , n e v e r th e le s s ,

Jpjris e n t i t l e d  to  th e  p ro te c t io n  of c o n s t i tu t io n a l  sa fe g u a rd s . There

i s  n e i th e r  c o n s t i tu t io n a l  nor s ta tu to r y  a u th o r ity  o r p receden t

ju s t i f y in g  th e  in te rnm en t o f such a person  as  an a l i e n  enemy under

th e  p ro v is io n s  of th e  A lien  Enemy A ct.

lo n e  of the  persons whose name appears on th e  a tta c h e d

l i s t  i s  an a l i e n  enemy and n o n fa t any tim e has been an a l ie n
oroa s u b je c t

enemy or an  a l ie n  or a n a t io n a l  or a i e i t i n e n /o f  any fo re ig n  

Sovereign^ »government, power o r  n a t io n . Each of s a id  persons was 

born in  th e  U nited  s t a t e s  and e v e r  s in c e  co n tin u o u sly  has been

and now i s  suh jfeg tcto  th e  ju r i s d ic t io n  th e re o f  and i s  a n a t io n a l
.  .  /o f  and a c i t i z e n  of th e  U n ited  s t a t e s ,  a s  provided b y /th e  14th

Amendmsit of th e  C o n s ti tu t io n , and a s  such i s  e n t i t l e d  to  a l l  th e  j 

r i g h t s ,  l i b e r t i e s ,  p r iv i le g e s  and im m unities o f  n a t io n a l  c i t i z e n ­

sh ip  and to th o se  r ig h t s  secu red  to  perso n s by the  5th Amendment 

of th e  C o n s ti tu t io n .

As the a t to rn e y ,  d u ly  a u th o r iz e d  to re p re s e n t  and re p re -  

se n tin g  each of sa id  persons whose name ap p ears  on th e  a t ta c h e d
■SSL i<y|f

l i s t *  and f o r  and on b e h a lf  of each of them, I  hereby w ithdraw ,
A  «  g&BH
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r e t r a c t ,  r e s c in d , revoke, c an ce l and annu l each, of s a id  re n u n c ia ­

t io n s  and re n u n c ia tio n s  form  execu ted  by each of them upon th e  

fo llo w in g  grounds and f o r  th e  fo llo w in g  re a so n s , among o th e r  

grounds and reaso n s , to -w it :

1 . That th e  sa id  re n u n c ia tio n  was in v a lid  and void

in  i t s  in c e p tio n  and a lso  in  i t s  ex ecu tio n  and sa id  re n u n c ia tio n  

h as never "become and cannot become e f f e c t i v e ;

E. That n e i th e r  an ap p ro v a l nor an o rd e r  approving th e  

sa id  re n u n c ia tio n  has been made o r is s u e d  by the  A tto rn ey  G eneral 

of th e  U nited  s t a t e s  and none v a l id ly  can b,e made;

3. That n e i th e r  an  app roval no r an o rd e r ap proving th e  

sa id  r e n u n c ia t io n  can be made by a su b o rd in a te  ex ecu tiv e  o f f i c e r  

in  th e  absence of a s p e c i f i c  s ta tu to ry  a u th o r i ty  having been 

lodged by Congress in  the  -atto rney  G eneral o f th e  U n ited  s t a t e s  

to d e le g a te  such a d is c re t io n a ry  a u th o r ity  to  b e  ex e rc ise d  by any 

person ;

4 . That the  p ro v is io n s  o f 8 USCA, sec. 8 0 1 ( i) ,  on t h e i r  

fa c e  and' a ls o  a s  co n s tru ed  and a p p lie d  to each of sa id  p e rso n s , 

m  u n c o n s t i tu t io n a l  and v o id  f o r  b e in g  repugnant to th e  5 th , 6th,-
'v  >»v
9 th . 10th and 14 th  Amendments and p r iv i le g e s  and im m unities

secured  to  each of them by th e  p ro v is io n s  o f A r t ic le  IV, s e c . 2 , 

of th e  C o n s ti tu t io n ;

mHÊÊSÊUÊàtfmm
//U'T w-c ,

5. a p p l ic a t io n  of th e  p ro v is io n s  o f  8 USCA^sec.

8 0 1 ( i) ,  to  each of s a id  persons i s  in  ex cess  of co n g re ss io n a l 

a u th o r i ty  lodged in  Congress by A r t ic le  1 of th e  C o n s ti tu t io n  

and i  s void a s  b e ir^  e x t r a - c o n s t i t u t i o n a l ;

6 . That an app roval of sa id  r e n u n c ia tio n  form, i f  g iv e n , 

and th e  g iv in g  of n o t ic e  th e r e o f ,  w ere, and each o f sa id  th in g s  

was, in  f a c t  and i n  law , c o n tra ry  to  th e  i n t e r e s t s  o f  n a t io n a l  

d e fen se  and a lso  co n tra ry  to th e  so v e re ig n ty  of th e  U n ited  S ta te s ,  

and f o r  each of s a id  reasons i a  in v a l id  and v o id ;

-3 -



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8 

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20 

21 

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

31

32

W AYNE M. C O LLIN S
A T T O R N E Y  A T  U A W  

1 7 2 1  M I L L S  T O W E R  

S A N  F R A N C I S C O  

G A R F I E L D  1 2 1  B

7. At the tim e s a id  re n u n c ia tio n  form was signed and 

ev e r s in c e  th e n  th e  re n u n c ia n t, to g e th e r  w ith  a member o r members 

of h is  or h e r  im m ediate fam ily , was and s t i l l  i s  he ld  in  d u re s s , 

then  and th e r e  being un law fu lly  im prisoned in  th e  s a id  Tule Lake 

S eg reg a tio n  C en ter-u n i e r  a c la im  of c o lo r  of of f i e  ia ly  governm ental 

a u th o r i ty ,  anct^deprived of p r a c t i c a l ly  a l l  h i s  or h e r  c o n s t i tu ­

t io n a l  r ig h t s ,  l i b e r t i e s ,  p r iv i le g e s  and inmuni t ie »  g u aran teed

to him or her as a c i t i z e n  and n a t io n a l  of th e  U nited S ta te s  by

b i r th  and by cho ice  and of. a l l  h is  o r  h e r r ig h t s  a s  a p e rso n
1

secured  by the  c o n s t i tu t io n .  While th u s  im prisoned  and h e ld  in  

d u re ss  re n u n c ia n t was made th e ^ v ic tim  of f ra u d , menace and undue 

in f lu e n c e  and was m is tre a te d , d is c r im in a te d  a g a in s t  and oppressed  

s o le ly  by reaso n  of th e  ir r e le v a n c e  of th e  n a t io n a l i ty  of h i?  o r 

h e r  a n c e s to rs  and t h e i r  h i s t o r i c a l  and g eo g rap h ica l o r ig in ;

8 . At th e  f a r c ic a l  h ea rin g  on sa id  r  en unci at io n  w hich.

"Was no th ing  but a p e r f  une to ry  appearance

wile Id I iiMriftfctMafeke

o f f i c e r ^  recommendation

r th e  h ea rin g  

was b ased , e i t h e r

in  whole or in  p a r t ,  upon s e c r e t  in fo rm a tio n  and d a ta  a v a i la b le  

to  and used by the hearing  o f f ic e r  b u t which was w ith h e ld  and kept 

s e c r e t  from re n u n c ia n t, and th e  ap p ro v a l th e re o f  and o ld e r  

approving  sa id  re n u n c ia tio n , i f  any ever was made, was w holly  o r  

p a r t i a l l y  based th e re o n  and, th e r e f o r e ,  isy a n v a lid  and vo id  as  a 

d e p r iv a t io n  of a f a i r  and im p a r t ia l  h e a r in g , in  v io la t io n  o f the  

p ro v is io n s  of th e  6th  Amendment, and as d e n ia l o f  due p ro cess  of 

law , in  v io la t io n  of th e  p ro v is io n s  of th e  5 th  Amendment;

9. That th e  U n ited  S ta te s  governm ent, a c tin g  by and  

th rough  i t s  o f f i c i a l s ,  a g e n ts , s e rv a n ts  and em ployees, a s  th e  

guard ian  and cu s to d ian  of th e  person  o f re n u n c ia n t wind

of th e  p erso n ^o f members of h i s  or h e r  immediate fam ily , i t s  wardsL 

knowingly and d e l ib e r a te ly  took  a g ro ss  advantage of re n u n c ia n t

. - -4 -
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who th e n l ta d  th e r e  was h e ld  in  d u re ss  and su b je c te d  to menace, 

frau d  and undue in f lu e n c e  .and d e l ib e r a te ly  d ep riv ed  ren u n c ian t 

of th e  b e n e f i t  of independent ad v ice  and counsel in  and about 

th e  h ea rin g  on s a id  re n u n c ia tio n  and t h e  ex ecu tio n  of s a id  

re n u n c ia tio n  form* "^he a u th o r i t i e s  co n fin in g  ren u n c ian t to  s a id  

p r iso n  a lso  t h e r e a f t e r  commanded ren u n c ia n t to  r e g i s t e r  a s  an 

a l i e n ,  under p a in  o f  punishm ent orovided f o r  v io la t io n  of th e  

A lien  R e g is tr a t io n  fetasipfce o f  1940^5and a lso  demanded o f teenun -  

c ia n t  a f a l s e  d e c la r a t io n  to th e  e f f e c t  th a t  re n u n c ia n t was>of

Japanese n a t io n a l i ty ^
L #jjf

AO

10. The tim e , p la c e  and c ircu m stan ces  under w hich sa id

re n u n c ia tio n  form was sig n ed  by re n u n c ia n t d id  n o t c o n s t i tu t e

a f a i r  and im p a r t ia l  h ea rin g  or t r i a l  and , in  f a c t  and in  law ,

c o n s t i tu te d  a d e n ia l of re n u n c ia n t1 s c o n s t i tu t io n a l  g u aran ty  o f

due p ro cess  of law and of the  equal p ro te c t io n  of th e  law s, in

v io la t io n  of th e  p ro v is io n s  of tn e  6th  and 5th Amendments o f th e

C o n s ti tu t io n ^  and, in  a d d i t io n  th e r e to ,  c o n s t i tu te d  an  u n e o n s ti-  
C fhereunder \

tu t i o n a l  d ep rT v a tio n /o f a l l  o f th ese  in a l ie n a b le  r i g h t s  o f  

n a t io n a l c i t iz e n s h ip  and of persons f lo w irg  from th e  f a c t s  of 

b i r th  and re s id e n c e  in  t h i s  country  and which in h e re  in  and 

a t ta c h  to re n u n c ia n t;

11 . That a t  th e  tim e sa id  ren u n c ia tio n  f o r i  was sig n ed  

the  ren u n c ian t was n o t a f r e e  agent in  any sen se  of th e  words 

b u t , t  to g e th e lrtw ith  members of h i s  o r  h e r  im m ediate fa m ily , then  

and th e re  was and f o r  a long p e r io d  o f  tim e p r io r  th e r e to  had 

been and s t i l l  i s  u n law fu lly  con fin ed  to  a c o n c e n tra tio n  camp 

and r e s t r a in e d  o f h is  o r  h e r  l ib e r ty * u n d e r  a c laim  of c o lo r  o f 

a u th o r i ty  of th e  U n ited  o ta t  e s .a lb e i t  i n  t h e  absence o f erim e 

upon h i s  or h e r  p a r t  and w ith o u t a charge o r  a c c u sa tio n  o f crime 

having been lodged a g a in s t him o r h e r .  daid  re n u n c ia tio n  was 

exacted  from ren u n c ian t w h ile  h e  o r  she was held  in  d u re s s  by th e  

government a c t in g  th ro u g h  i t s  g f f i c i a l s ,  a g e n ts , s e rv a n ts  and

-5 -
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employees and w hile re n u n c ia n t w as,by them, knowingly p e rm itted  

to be su b je c te d  to th e  menace, f ra u d , undue in f lu e n c e  and d u re ss  

ex e rted  and p ra c t ic e d  upon him or h e r  by governm ental ag en ts  and 

e s p e c ia l ly  by t e r r o r i s t i c  g ro u p s of persons and o th e r  in d iv id u a ls  

who were confined  to sa id  C en ter;

12 . That said r e n u n c ia t io n  was n e i th e r  f r e e  nor v o lu n ta iy  

on the  p a r t  of ren u n c ian t b u t was th e  p ro d u c t of f e a r ,  torm ent 

and t e r r o r  induced in  renuncian tV s mind by v i r t u e  o f  th e  govern­

m ental d u re ss  in  which ren u n c ian t th e n  and th e re  was h e ld  which 

o p era ted  to  d e p r iv e  ren u n c ian t o f  freedom  of ch o ice , w i l l  and 

d e s i r e  in  and about th e  ex ecu tio n  of th e  same:

13. That s a id  r e n u n c ia tio n  was n e i th e r  f r e e  nor v o lu n ta ry  

on the  p a r t  of ren u n c ian t b u t was t h e  product o f f e a r ,  torm ent 

and t e r r o r  induced in  r e n u n c ia n t^  mind by v i r tu e  of th e  d u re ss  

in  whi ch 4 *  or 4 b then  was held  and by v i r t u e  o f th e  d u re s s , 

menace, fraud  and undue in f lu e n c e  p ra c t ic e d  updneand¿exercised  

a g a in s t re n u n c ia n t and members of re n u n c ia n t1 s immediate fam ily  

by t e r r o r i s t i c  groups of d i s lo y a l ,  su b v e rs iv e  a rd  f a n a t ic a l  

persons an3jrl3it32viduals, l ik e w ise  confined  to  sa id  C en te r, who 

in t im id a te d ,^ d  co e rced  ren u n c ian t to  ex ecu te  sa id  re n u n c ia tio n
/  A

form by t h r e a t s ,  e x h ib it io n s  and exam ples of p h y s ic a l v io le n c e  

a g a in s t  th e  person  o f  ren u n c ian t and members o f  r e n u n c ia n t1 s 

f a m ily ^  The t r u th  of t h i s  i s  acknowledged in  th e  l e t t e r  o f  t h e \  ft.
m

Department o f J u s t ic e  d a ted  Januaiy  18, 1945, ad d ressed  to  th e  

r e s p e c tiv e  chairm en of th e  Sokuji Kikoku H oshi Dan and th e  

Hokoku Seinen Dan a t  the  Tule la k e  C en ter, c o p ie s  of w hich, a t  ^ 4  

the in s ta n c e  of your d epartm en t, were posted  prom iscuously  in  

the sa id  C en te r.
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Renunciant signed  sa id  re n u n c ia tio n  form as a r e s u l t  o f
•6iPv. * uthe d u ress , menace, fraud  and undue in f lu e n c e  to  which he o r she 

a id  re au m eia n t’s fam ily  Confined to u sa ld  C enter c o n s ta n tly  were 

su b je c te d  by re n u n c ia n t’s j a i l o r s  and c u s to d ia n s  and by th e  a fo r e ­

sa id  t e r r o r i s t i c  groups and in d iv id u a ls  to  whose campaign o f  

and c r im in a l o p p ress io n  ren u n c ian t was exposed by

the  governm ent, s a id  b a i lo r s  and c u s to d ia n s ;
.  ̂ \ . ,?i>< , ' .■ J \ $ * > 1,1’ <Tf  a K rlPiMvl

y f . That s a id  r e n u n c ia t io n  was n e i th e r  f r e e  nor v o lu n ta iy ;

/ A ren u n c ian t was com pelled , in tim id a te d  and coerced  in to  

s ig n in g  sa id  r e n u n c ia tio n  form by reaso n  of th r e a ts  o f  un law fu l 

and v io le n t  in ju ry  to th e  p erso n , p ro p e rty  and c h a ra c te r  o f 

ren u n c ian t and to  members o f  ren u n c ian t* s  fa m ily , made by d i s lo y a l ,

20 su b v e rs iv e  and dangerous p re ssu re  groups and in d iv id u a ls  h arbo red

21

22

23

24
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26

27

28

29

30

31

32

■  ■ ■
in  s a id  Center*wh© were f r e e ly  allow ed  an d  p e rm itted  by th e  

A
o f f i c i a l  j a i l o r s  and c u s to d ia n s  of ren u n cian t to

menace, in t im id a te ,  coerce  and t e r r o r i z e  ren u n c ian t 

and many other^A m eriean c i t i z e n s  th e re  co n fin e d , by o ra l means,

by d isp lay s^ g sd  shows

th r e a ts  of i n f l i c t i n g

g r e a t  p h y s ic a l in ju ry  and lo s s  o f l i f e  upon ren u n c ian t and o th e r  

lo y a l American c i t i z e n s  th e re  rn n f 1 nnrl imiartiTiiiiinnfl if iti i. iiwp*ih-thrur 

th e reb y ^ in v o lu n ta  r i l y  to ex ecu te  sue h ren u n c i at io n s ,  pfa&j

ren u n c ian t was in  co n s tan t fear^a«**»#*^ as was h is  o r

h e r  imm ediate fam ily  and o th e r  lo y a l  in te r n e e s ,  and b e lie v e d  and

fea re d ^ a s  d id  members o f h i s  Or. hey fa m ily ^ th a t sa id  th r e a ts
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would be c a r  l ie d  in to  ex ecu tio n  i f  s a id  re n u n c ia tio n  was no t 

^signed, nppfc re n u n c ia n t was a c tin g  under the  d u re s s , menace, 

f ra u d  and undue in f lu e n c e  of sa id  p re s su re  g roups, members 

th e re o f ,  and o f o th e r  in d iv id u a ls  confined  to  s a id  C enter and, 

by v i r t u e  th e re o f ,  s ig n ed  sa id  re n u n c ia t io n  form under com pulsion 

and in  f e a r  of sa id  t h r e a t s ,  of a l l  o f  which f a c t s  y o u r p rede­

c e s so r  in  of fice.atfBft th e  a g e n ts  o f y o u r Department t l im  wer e
/  A

a-MBJBKfr / $ £

/M fat s&YT&XC' *
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16* That a t th e  time said  re n u n c ia tio n  a p p l ic a t io n  was 

signed  ren  unci an t had been inform ed and le d  to b e liev e  and 

b e lie v e d , by v i r tu e  o f sa id  im prisonm ent, d u reasean d -th e  undue 

in f lu e n c e  under which he o r  she ^ as  la b o r in g , t h a t  i t  was a 

m a tte r  commanded by th e  government , com pliance w ith  which was a 

p r e r e q u is i te  to  th e  r i ^ i t  to  rem ain  in  t h e  p ro te c t iv e  s e c u r ity  

of sa id  c e n te r .  In  a d d i t io n ,  you a re  aware of th e  g r e a t  number 

o f  o v e r t and c o v e r t a c ts  commit te d ,l i th e  m is re p re se n ta tio n s  made 

by and the  undue in f lu e n c e  e x e rc is e d  over renuncian t and o th e r  

in te rn e e s  by °^dnXh” 8 ”dTn " ■■ *OTfciLtTr n

ia.irtrrt8iiiintrTiTf p re s su re  groups of d isL o y a l, su b v e rs iv e  aM  0 

c r im in a lly  in c lin e d  p e rso n s , lik e w ise  th e r e  co n fin ed , mpcin F o r a |

w ^Z,;, / S y  ’/̂ Pt-O 4 /

groups knowingly and r e c k le s s ly  were perm itted^  by the a u t h o r i t i e s  

in  charge of s a id  C enter^to  engage in  and ca riy  on t h e i r  con­

tin u o u s campaign of t e r r o r  a g a in s t ren u n c ian t and o th e r  lo y a l

in te rn e s s  th e re  co n fin ed . They wer

allow ed to  preach a id  p r a c t ic e  s e d i t io n ,  to  t e r r o r i z e

endeavor to p ro s e ly te  to  th e  cause of th e  enemy th o se  lo y a l
1 jy>:V-::K tjM ■ Îy$ÊÊ?Èltï1't ip '$ Ï

American c i t i z e n s  and a l i e n s  f r ie n d ly  to  the  U n ited  s t a t e s  

th e re  in te r n e d .  They were p e rm itted  to menace, in tim id a te  and 

coerce thousands of lo y a l and  law  ab id in g  in te rn e e s ,  by means o f  

th r e a ts  and r e s o r t s  to dem onstra tions*  e x h ib i t io n s  and exam ples 

of in d iv id u a l a s s a u l t s  and b a t t e r i e s  and mob v io le n c e ^ in to  

com pelling  ren u n c ian t and thousands o f  o th e rs  4ËgB» execut£ag| s a id  

re n u n c ia tio n  f o m s .  It/m sy  i n t e r e s t  you to le a r n ,  although  X
, ? |P̂Jj§ K Ê IFy!» vvV̂  ̂ I . »•’’¿fik*■«; : ■ 'v;; ■ .■■ ■ . ■ I

presume you long ago must have been in form ed, th a t  such p re ssu re  

groups m ain tained  and o p era ted  s p e c ia l  poaching schools In  th e  

Gencer f o r  th e  ex p ress  purpose of coaching th e  v ic tim s  of t h e i r  

f ra u d , menace, d e c e it  and undue in f lu e n c e  upon th e  q u es tio n s  

the  h ea rin g  o f f ic e r s  were to  propound to  them and the  answ ers
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they were to  g iv e  th e re to  a t th e  scheduled  h e a rin g s  on th e  

re n u n c ia tio n  a p p l ic a t io n s .  You have been in form ed, I  presume,
. ! /I?**'

th a t  a t  l e a s t  one lo y a l in te rn e e  was murdered in  sa id  C enter 

and th a t i t  does n o t seem ev er to  have been doubted by th e  

in te rn e e s  and t h e i r  c u s to d ia n s  t h a t  th e  m urderer was a n  a c t iv e

member of one of the t e r r o r i s t i c  groups o p e ra tin g  th e re in ,a n d  

c a r iy in g  out i t s  m andate, You ane aware th a t  the a u t h o r i t i e s  in  

charge of sa id  ^en te r  made l i t t l e ,  i f  any , e f f o r t  to  su p p ress  

and none to  i s o la te  th e  mmiUKmmm a c t iv e  members o f sach g ro u p s.

i)
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mI . , . . ,  ..iioni)**' ^p0-~Hjp|g^wp^ to  execu te  such a re n u n c ia tio n  form th e  

re n u n c ia n t, to g e th e r  w ith  re n u n c ia n tTs immediate fa m ily , was 

in form ed, b e lie v e d  and f e a re d , by reaso n  of sa id  d u re s s , in t im i ­

d a t io n  and coercion^and  by reaso n  o f  re p re s e n ta t io n s  made by 

sa id  d is lo y a l  groups and o th e r  in d iv id u a ls  confined  to  sa id  Centeij 

th a t  ren u n c ian t and r e n u n c ia n t^  fam ily  would be removed from 

th e  com parative s e c u r i ty  of h is  or h e r th e n  p r iso n  and th e

custody of h is  o r her then  J a i lo r s  and cu s to d ian s  and would be 
d r iv e n  back ,

is, p ro p e r ty le s s  and p r o te c t io n le s s ,  in to  c iv i l ;

f

l i f e  in  a community h ig h ly  p re ju d ic e d  a g a in s t and 

h o s t i l e  to  re n u n c ia n t and ren u n c ian t* ^  fam ily  because of th e i r  

d escen t from persons of Japanese an c e s try  and th e re  would be 

exposed to and s u f f e r  g r e a t  b o d ily  harm, in ju ry  and p ro b ab le  lo s s  

o f l i f e  by v i r tu e  of, mob v io le n ce  and th e  c rim in a l in te n t io n s
A

S A N  F R A N C I S C O  

G A r f i  E L D  1 2 1  B



of la w le ss  in d iv id u a ls  who reg a rd  a l l  persons o f Japanese 

d escen t a s  enem ies upon whom they  m ig h t.w ith  im punity i n f l i c t

in ^ u r ^ ^ ^ T ^ h a t  i f  ren u n c ian t s ig n ed  s a id  re n u n c ia tio n  form 

th e  ^renunc i a n t , to g e th e r  m th  h i s  fam ily , would h e  p e rm it te d , 

allow ed and  e n t i t l e d  to  rem ain in  th e  r e l a t i v e  s e c u r i ty  a ffo rd e d  

hy sa id  C en te r, ren u n c ian t£ g  j a i l o r s  arid cu s to d ia n s  u n t i l  such  

tim e a s  the  war had te rm in a te d , peace had been r e s to r e d  and such 

community p re ju d ic e , h o s t i l i t y  and v io le n c e  subsided  and ceased . 

Ig  th e  face  o f  sa id  th r e a ts  and w h ile  he ld  in  d u re ss  and a c t in g  

upon sa id  r e p r e s e n ta t io n s  so made, th e jc e n u n o ia n t j  under th e  

c ircum stances a f o r e s a id , b e lie v e d  and fe a re d  and had good cause 

to  b e l ie v e  and to  f e a r  th a t  i f  he o r  she f a i l e d  to  ex ecu te  th e  

re n u n c ia tio n  form  re n u n c ia n t and r e n u n c ia n t^  fam ily  would be 

d r iv e n  from sa id  C enter and be exposed to  and  would s u f f e r  g re a t  

harm and p h y s ic a l v io le n c e  from s fa h ^ so u rc e s . These a re  f a c t s  

and m a tte rs  o f  common knowledge of which the

re n u n c ia n t1 s j a i l o r s ,  c u s to d ia n s , th e  then  A tto rney  G eneral arcL 

the  departm ent of J u s t i c e  and i t s  ag en ts  w e ll were aw are. //q*L18



\  i

SSsram

The f a i l u r e  of the a u th o r l t i  es to  s e g re g a te  and i s o l a t e

n

F  ;f:
2

*Y
th e  dangerous p re ssu re  groups-jsf f a n a t ic a l  p ro -Jap an ese  e lem en ts, .

3 th e  members o f which then and s t i l l  d e s i r e  to  be r e p a t r ia te d  to

4 Japan and sh o u ld  be sen t th e r e ,  and through  su ch  a procedure
5 e f f e c t iv e ly  to  p rev en t them from  in o c u la t in g  in te rn e d  lo y a l 

I-- '  .H ' ipST 1 i
g
V1

American c i t iz e n s  and f r ie n d ly  a l ie n s  w ith  th e  v i r u s  o f  d i s lo y a l ty , !siü
I /

7 d e s p i te  th e  re p e a te d  p le a s  made f o r  such r e l i e f  and p r o te c t io n ,
£8 i s ,  in  i t s e l f ,  ample proof of th e  ab u s iv e  t r e a tm a i t  su ffe re d  by

W$&
9 ren u n c ian t and thousands o f o th e r  in te rn e s s  lo y a l  to  th e  U nited

10 s t a t e s  and of the d u re s s  in  which ren u n c ian t and th ey  u n law fu lly

11 were h e ld .
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Mapy of th e  sa id  perso n s whose names appear on th e  

a tta c h e d  l i s t ,  a t th e  tim e  of s ig n in g  s a id  re n u n c ia tio n , were 

m inors under th e  age o f  31 y e a rs  and hence were la b o rin g  under 

a le g a l  d i s a b i l i t y .  N e ith e r  th e  p ro v is io n s  of th e  N a tio n a li ty  Act 

o f 1940, a s  amended, n o r  uaMwr any r e g u la t io n s  is su e d  p u rsu an t 

th e re to  nor the p ro v is io n s  o f any o th e r  s t a t u t e  o r law a u th o r iz e s  

a re n u n c ia t io n  of U .S. n a t io n a l i ty  by a minor under th e  age o f 

21 y e a r s .  I  w ish to  po in t out th a t  th e re  i s  no t le g a l  c n u th o r ity  

o r  p reced en t w hatever fo r  ac cep ta m e  or ap p ro v a l of re n u n c ia tio n s  

executed  by persons la b o r in g  under le g a l  d i s a b i l i t i e s .  I  draw 

your a t t e n t io n  to th e  f a c t  th a t  n o t only have m inors who sig n ed  

re n u n c ia tio n  forms rece iv ed  n o t ic e  from  your o f f ic e  th a t  such 

were approved but th a t  o th e rs  who lab o red  under le g a l  d i s a b i l i t i e s ;  

a lso  have rece iv ed  l ik e  n o t ic e s .  I  d i r e c t  your a t t e n t io n  to  th e  

f a c t  t h a t  i t  i s  a m a tte r  o f  common knowledge in  and about th e  

i'u le  Lake S eg reg a tio n  C enter th a t  one p erso n  who was h o p e le s s ly  

teKSBBMNM non compos m entis a t  th e  tim e  o f  s ig n in g  a ren u n c ia tio n !  

upon which a l e t t e r  is su e d  from your o f f ic e  g iv in g  n o t ic e  o f 

ap p ro v a l th e re o f  s n o r t ly  t h e r e a f t e r  was h u r r ie d  away to  a S ta te  

i n s t i t u t i o n  f o r  th e  in sa n e .
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Hone of th e  persons whose name appears on th e  a t ta c h e d  

l i s t  i s  a c i t i z e n ,  s u b je c t  o r  n a t io n a l  of Japan . Hone of them, owes 

any a l le g ia n c e  to Japan or any fo re ig n  sovere ign ,governm en t, pow er1 

or n a t io n . Hone of them has ev er had , h e ld  o r  g iv en  any such 

a l le g ia n c e  or acXntwl edged or recogn ized  any such a l le g ia n c e .  Hone 

of them  i s  an a l i e n  enemy. Hone of them i s  an a l i e n .  Hone of them 

h o ld s  o r has a t  any tim e ever^ accep ted  iiiiwiiwiiffil any d u a l c i t iz e n s h ip  

by any a c t  upon h is  o r h e r  p a r t .  I t  i s  im p o ss ib le  th a t  any o f them 

hcasunannaBixrreramM a t  any tim e could  have h e ld  any dua l c i t i z e n s h ip ,  j 

Hone of them has a t  any tim e  accep ted  o r recogn ized  h is  o r  h e r  

s t a tu s  as b e i i ^ a  d u a l i s t i c  o r  p l u r a l i s t i c  c i t i z e n ,  such a s t a tu s  

being  im p o ss ib le  as having been e x p re ss ly  disavowed by th e  

p ro v is io n s  o f  T i t le  8 U.S.Co&e, se e . 800, and i t s  p red ec esso r 

s t a t u t e ,  8 U .b.Code, s e c .  15. I  d i re c t #our a t t e n t io n  to  th e  f a c t  

and p r in c ip le  of law th a t  a m inor o r o th e r  person  who i s  under 

a l e g a l  d i s a b i l i t y  and hence i s  n o t  s u i  j u r i s  co u ld  n o t be  bound 

by a f u t i l e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  made by p a re n ts  which m^y have been 

m isunderstood by them to  c o n fe r  such a s t a t u s .  As a m a tte r  of 

f a c t  and of law none of th e  p e rso n s  whose names appear on th e  

a t ta c h e d  l i s t ,  of whom many a re  under th e  age o f 21 y e a r s ,  has a t / r  

any time w hatever h e ld , accep ted  o r re co g n ized  any c i t iz e n s h ip  

or a l le g ia n c e  to  any co u n tiy  o r  n a t io n  save &M except th a t  in  and! 

to  the  U nited  s t a t e s  . Each o f them reco g n ize s  but one so v e re ig n  

and th a t  so v e re ig n  i s  thee U n ited  s t a t e s  to w hich  ea<fch ever has 

g iv en  h i s  o r  h e r  und iv ided  lo y a lty  and a l le g ia n c e .  **
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1 V-EDay i s  long behind  u s . Y-J day has come and p assed .

2 jj The war long  has been o v e r , Mr. A tto rney  g e n e ra l .  The d e te n t io n

3 i| evea of a l i e n  enem ies i s  n o t  now a u th o riz e d  by t h e  A lien  Enemy

4 Act which i s  o p e ra tiv e  only d u rin g  w artim e and can no lo n g e r  be

5 || j u s t i f i e d  th e re u n d e r . I t  cannot be a s s e r te d  w ith  any d eg ree  of

6 i t r u th  vh a t e v e r  th a t  th e  A lien  Enemy Act may la w fu lly  be invoked

7 j to  con fine  c i t i z e n s ,  s t a t e l e s s  p e rso n s or a l i e n s .  There now

8 e x i s t s  no le g i t im a te  reason  or ground why eva i a l i e n  enem ies long

9 i r e s id e n t in  t h i s  co u n try  and n o t h o s t i l e  th e r e to  should  be

10 confined  to  an in te rnm en t camp. There i s  a b s o lu te ly  no reaso n

11 l or gfcound th a t  can be  o f fe re d  in  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  fo r  th e  p re se n t

12 jj d e te n tio n  and in te rn m en t th e  persons whom I  re p re se n t and

13 | whose names appear on th e  a tta c h e d  l i s t  # ie th e r  you view them

^  e 1 th  er SL a A  ̂  ̂fT ay> ° **• ®* + Q+ a l oaa T\aT*a rtn a

17 ¡= ex ecu tio n  of th e  r e n u n c ia t io n  form on th e  p a r t  of each o f  the

18 ;j persons whose name appears on th e  a t ta c h e d  l i s t ,  of which f a c t s

19 1 you a n d .o f f ic e r s  of y o u r Department have knowledge, you a re

20 ; empowered to  accep t th e  re v o c a tio n  and c a n c e la t io n  th e re o f  and

22 if to  w ith h o ld , w ithdraw  and revoke any accep tan ce  o r  app roval

23 | of each of them , i f  any such accep tance  o r  ap p ro v a l ever was

24 J made or g iv e n  in  any ca se . You a re  a lso  an powered and a u th o r iz e d

25 | to  o rd e r  th e  r e le a s e  an d /d i scharge o f  each of sa id  persons from

26 j in te rn m en t. Each of s a id  persons demands such a r e le a s e  and

27 | d isc h a rg e  from th e  custody  in  which he o r  she now i s  held  by

28 I ag en ts  a c tin g  under your a u th o r i ty ,  d i r e c t io n  and  c o n t r o l .

29

30

31
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These re n u n c ia n ts  whom I  re p re s e n t a re  long su ffe r ir ig  

c i t i z e n s .  They have subm itted  to g r e a te r  in d ig n i t i e s  and s u f fe re d  

g r e a te r  lo s s e s  o f r ig h t s  and l i b e r t i e s  th an  any o th e r  group o f  

persons du rin g  th e  e n t i r e  h is to ry  o f th e  n a t io n , a l l  w ith o u t good 

cause or reason# They have been m isunderstood , s la n d e re d , abused 

and long have been held  up to p u b lic  r i d i c u l e ,  shame and contempt# 

The m istrea tm en t was i n i t i a t e d  by an u n ju s t i f i e d  ev acu a tio n  from 

th e  west c o a s t ,  was i n t e n s i f i e d  by im prisonm ent in  a c o n c e n tra tio n  

camp fo r  ober th re e  y ea rs  w ith  a l l  the a t te n d e n t s u f fe r in g  and 

mmmffliriflfflt m isery t h i s  e n ta i le d  and now th e s e  in te r n e s s ,  faced  w ith  a 

lo s s  of c i t iz e n s h ip  r ig h t s  mm a re  co n fro n ted  w ith  in v o lu n ta ry  

d e p o r ta t io n  to  Japan , a countxy and n a tio n  to  which th^y owe no 

a l le g ia n c e ,  which has no claim  upon them and w ith  which they a re  

n o t fam ilia r#  I t  i s  tim e th i s  whole p e rn ic io u s  program of 

o p p ress io n  was term inated#  I t  i s  tim e th e  e x e rc is e  of a r b i t r a i y  

and c a p r ic io u s  power over them should cease# The damage done 

them cannot be re p a ire d  bu t f u r th e r  in ju ry  can be s topped . You 

have th e  r ig h t  and th e  power to  c a l l  h a l t  to t h i s  program .and 

teamprrsmemtm f u r t h e r  ©fiaschiefmbeimgfr&onei

You can p rev en t f u r th e r  m isch ie f  being done and th e re b y  a l l e v i a t e  

th e  m isery th e se  u n fo r tu n a te  p eo p le  endure.
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In  th e  event th a t  yon f a i l  to  take  immediate a e t io n  on th e  

fo reg o in g  demands each of th e  perso n s whose name ap p ears  on th e  

a t ta c h e d  l i s t ,  having not a l t e r n a t i v e  save so to d o , w i l l  t a la  

i n s t i t u t e  such le g a l  p roceed ings a s  may h e  law fu l and of W iieh 

he or she may he adv ised  to  e f f e c tu a te  th e  c a n c e la t io n  o f  h i s  

o r  h e r  a fo r e s a id  re n u n c ia tio n  form  and re n u n c ia tio n  of u .S . 

n a t io n a l i ty  and to  te rm in a te  h is  o r  h e r  in te rnm en t and to o b ta in  

^ re lease  from th e  p re se n t R e s t r a in t  upon h is  o r  h e r  l ib e r t y  and 

w hatsoever o th e r  r e d re s s  law o r eq u ity  may a f f o r d .

Very t r u ly  yours,

f c n e  M. C o ll in s , ^
"hTtomey f o r  each of th e  persons

/Whose name ap p ears  on th e  a t ta c h e d  and
V ' ' • .■
annexed l i s t  o f  names.

i

D u p lica te  o r ig in a l  t e s t  to,;

S ta te  D epartm ent, W ashington, D.C.
"TjA lien  P roperty  C ustod ian , W ashington, D.C.

Fore ign  Funds C o n tro l S ec tio n  of the  T reasury  D epartm ent,
W ashington, D.C.

I F e d e ra l Bureau of in v e s t ig a t io n ,  W ashington, D.C.

Im m igration  and N a tu ra l iz a t io n  S e rv ice  o f the  D epartm ent o f  J u s t i c e ,  
W ash iig ton , D.O.
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•*' -«i A .* * .  ,  *

Each p e t i t io n e r  i s  a u th o r iz e d  to  b rin g  and m ain ta in  

th i s  p roceed ing  in  habeas corpus and t h i s  Court i s  

a u t ^ r i x e d  and empowered to e n te r ta in  o r ig in a l  ju r i s d i c t i o n

of t h i s  p e t i t i o n  and p roceed in g  under and by v i r tu e  o f  

the p ro v is io n s  of the Habeas Corpus A c ts , T i t l e  £8 TJSCA, 

secy , , and a lso  by v i r tu e  of the  p ro v is io n s  o f

T i t l e  8 TJSCA, Sec. 903

§



been dom ic iled  in  and a r e s id e n t  of th e  U nited s t a t e s ,  a 

n a tiv e -b o rn  American, a c i t iz e n  and n a tio n a l of th e  U n ited  

s t a t e s  and su b je c t to th e  ju r i s d ic t io n  th e re o f ,  a s  

prov ided  by th e  14th  Amendmeit o f  th e  C o n s ti tu t io n , th e  

p ro v is io n s  of .T i t le  8 U .S.Code, sec . 6 0 1 (a ) , and a s  

d e fin ed  in  i i t l e  8 U .S.Code, s e c . 501(a) and 501(b ); 

none of the  p e t i t io n e r s  a t  any tim e  w hatever has been 

and none is  an a l ie n  enemy and none a t  any tim e h as been

an a l i e n ;  none a t  any tim e has been and none i s  a n a t iv e ,  

c i t i z e n ,  d en izen  o r  s u b je c t  of Japan o r  o f  any h o s t i l e  

n a t io n , governm ent or co u n try ; none has a t  any tim e been 

and none i s  a danger to th e  p u b lic  peace o r  s a fe ty  and 

none has qp^r been accorded a ju d ic ia l  h e a r in g  d

?v

upon any charge or a c c u sa tio n  th a t  h e  or she was o r i s  

such a danger and, on th e  c o n tra ry , the  U epartm eit of 

J u s t i c e ,  in  1945, made a f in d in g  and d e c la r a t io n  th a t  

each p e t i t io n e r  was no t h o s t i l e  to  and was n o t a danger 

to the p u b lic  peace or s a fe ty ;  eacfe p e t i t io n e r  a t  a l l  

tim es h e re in  ment ioned and ev e r  s in ce  h i s  o r  h e r  s a id  

b i r th  in  t h i s  c o u n tly  has been and  now i s  lo y a l  and 

devoted to  th e  U nited  S ta te s ;  and, by v i r tu e  o f  th e  

c ircu m stan ces h e r e in a f te r  se t fo r th ^ e a c h  i s  a r e s id e n t  

w ith in  th e  ju r i s d ic t io n  of t h i s  c o u r t .



The p e t i t io n e r s  jo in t ly  and s e v e ra l ly  b r in g  and  

m a in ta in  t h i s  p ro eee d ii^  under th e  p rocedure  a u th o riz e d  

in  habeas corpus p roceed ings and th e  p r a c t ic e  conform ing 

to  th e  p r a c t ic e  in  a c tio n s  a t  law or s u i t s  in  equ ity  

and pursuan t to th e  p ro v is io n s  of Rules 20, 2 3 (1 ) , 2 3 (2 ), 

2 3 (3 ), 1 8 (a ) , 1 8 (b ) , 1 9 (a ) , 19(b) and 8 1 (a )(2 )  o f th e  

R ules of C iv i l  P rocedure  fo r  th e  D is t r i c t  C ourts of th e  

U n ited  s t a t e s ,  u n i t i r ^  a n i jo in in g  in  t h i s  s in g l e  

p e t i t io n  f o r  th e  fo l lo w ii^  rea so n s  and p u rp o ses, among 

o th e 35fe to -w it :  ( 1 ) fo r  the convenience and i n t e r e s t  of 

the  p e t i t io n e r s  and resp o n d en t; (2 ) to promote th e  

o rd e r ly ,  conven ien t and e f f i c i e n t  a d m in is tra tio n  of 

ju s t i c e ;  (3) to avoid a n d p re v a a t  a m u l t ip l ic i ty  o f  

s u i t s ;  (4) because p e t i t io n e r s  nmmmt* j o in t l y  and 

s e v e ra lly  a s s e r t  r ig h t s  to  r e le a s e  and d isc h a rg e  from 

the un law fu l in te rn m en t and d e te n tio n  in  which th ^ r  a re  

h e ld  and because t h e i r  l im i t s  th e re to  a r i s e  out of t h e  

same s e r ie s  of o ccu rren ces ; (5) because th e re  a r e  s e v e ra l  

p o in ts  o f l i t i g a t i o n  and q u es tio n s  of law  and of f a c t  

a r i s in g  in  s a id  pro eeedihg t h a t  a r e  common to each 

M and a l l  of them; ( 6 ) because sa id  p roceed ing  i s

a lso  a c l a s s  a c tio n  and the c h a ra c te r  of th e  r ig h t s

sought to b e en fo rced  f o r  th e  persons and ammm*

c la s s  of persons on whose b d ia lf  th e  same i s  brought

and th o se  who h e r e a f te r  may be jo in ed  as p e t i t io n e r s

h e re in  i s  j o i n t ,  common and  s e v e r a l ^  (7) because th e re

a re  common q u es tio n s of f a c t  and of law a f f e c t in g  th e  

s e v e ra l  r i g h t s  invo lved  and a common r e l i e f  i s  sought by 

each p e t i t io n e r  a g a in s t resp o n d en t;



Thç q u es tio n s  and is s u e s  o f  f a c t  in vo lved  h e re in  

which are common to each and a l l  of p e t i t io n e r s  a re  C l)

w hether th e  p e t i t io n e r s  a r e  n a tiv e -b o rn  American c i t i z e n s

and n a t io n a ls  of th ^ U n i te d  s t a t e s  o r s t a t e l e s s  persons 

or a l ie n  enem ies, t h a t  i f  p e t i t io n e r s  a re

not a l i e n  enem ies t h e i r  in te rn m en t was and i s  un law fu l 

and they a r e  e n t i t l e d  to im ped ia te  r e le a s e  th e re fro m ,

such in te rn m en t and d e te n t io n  being a p p l ic a b le  only to

a l i e n  enemies d u rin g  th e  a c tu a l  p e rio d  of tim e  in-

only prov idedwhich th e  U nited  '¿ t a t  es war a n d W e n
# 1  - n  _____

in te rn m en t and d e te n tio n  of M l  s p e c if ie d  a l i e n

ded bv th  e P re s id e n tenemies i s  commanded by th e  P re s id e n t of the U n ited
,/h ~ '
th eS ta te s  and h is  a u th o r i ty  so to do i

¿ ili en Enemy Act,*

¿H I

/  • y  ^ a >*■  I v  " *



Among th e  q u e s tio n s  of law involved. h e re in ^ € re“TrKe’ 

follow !ng;, to - w it :  ( 1 ) th e  c o n s t i tu t io n s ] d ty  a11*3- v a l id i ty  

of T i t l e  8 USCA,Sec. 8 0 1 ( i) ,  a n d ^ e g m la tiu n s  adopted, 

pursuant th e r e to ,  on t h e i r  fa c e  and as construed^ and 

a p p lie d  to p e t i t io n e r g ^ g ^ ^ S g ^ ^ ^ S ft^ £ i^ j  

same a re  u n c o n s t i tu t io n a l  and vo id  f o r  being  rep u g n an t 

to th e  p ro v is io n s  of Hhe 4 th , 5 th , 6t h ,  8th ,  9 th , 1 0 th , 

13 th  and 14 th  amendment o f the  C o n s ti tu t io n  and xwmæsss&à- 

to  th e  fo llo w irg  p ro v is io n s  of th e  C o n s ti tu t io n , v iz .  ,

A rt. I ,  s e c .  1 , s e c . 8 subd. 4 , sec . 9 subd .3 ; A rt . I l l ,  

sec . l^and se c . 3 subds. 1 and 3; and A rt. IV, se c . 3 

subd. 1; and (3) W S P S W  w hether th e  A lien  Enemy A ct, 

T i t l e  50 USCA,Secs. 31 and 33, which responden t a s s e r t s  

was invoked a g a in s t p e t i t io n e r s  and under which Mi 

respondent a s s e r t s  p e t i t io n e r s j r â îe  in te rn e d  a s  a l ie n  

enem ies, was la w fu lly  invoked a g a in s t the® and was and 

i s  la w fu lly  ap p lied  to  them , and th e  ^mfiÊMmÊÊBSÊÊSSÊÈS$ 

cons t i t u t  io n a l i ty  and v a l id i ty  of sa id  A lien  Enemy Act 

on i t s  fa ce  and „also a ^ s o n s t r u e d  and  a p p lie d  to the

sa id  Act was u n law fu lly  invoked a g a in s t them aml w ai and/
I ¡S H '

i s  u n la w fu lly  ap p lied  to  them and a lso

i s  u n c o n s t i tu t io n a l  a/tod void & on i t s  fa c e ¿x

ap p lied  to  them fo r being  repugnan t to  each o f  

th e  aforem entioned  gftm amendmoits and p ro v is io n s  of th e

C o n s ti tu t io n



■ ■ ■ I

Each p e t i t io n e r  i s  u n law fu lly  in te rn e d , d e ta in e d  

fo r  the  purpose o f  an in v o lu n ta ry  removal o r d e p o r ta t io n

r e s t r a in e d  of h is  o r h e r  l ib e r t y  by th e  O ff ic e r  In  Charge 

U n ited  S ta te s  Department o f  J u s t i c e ,  Im m igration and

N a tu ra l iz a t io n  S e rv ice , a t  theT tin te  Rowell.,

Modoc County, C a l i f o rn ia ,^ a c t in g  under th e  o rd e r

« m the  A tto rney  G eneral o f

p re s e n tly  beingthe  U nited S ta te s

one, Ivan W illiam s, responden t h e re in ;  and th e  sa id

In  Charge, a c t in g  under n is  o rd e r ft;wrm ._

given n o t ic e  of in te n t io n  1m -mmmwmt--

remove and d ep o rt each p e t i t io n e r  in v o lu n ta r i ly  to Japan^



w m K M I H H i H

The U nited  S ta te s  departm ent of J u s t ic e  has 

announced e a r ly  c lo s in g  n-f _ j J f c

in c lu d in g  each o e t i t io n e r .  who have

Hid I 'u le  lak e
,— - • - f “1*jn.r'y#*

p ersons of Japanese d e scen t^ jaejanttiflaiig1* " '■•*■—' r ri

d e ta in e d  by th e  Government^ l i t  h as> ordered  U____

s f  gned app lic a  - 

t io n s  fo r  re n u n c ia tio n  of U. S .n a t io n a l i ty  ip uphn^nom ce 

o f ap p ro v a l th e re o f  b e in g  given "by an a s s i s t a n t  A ttorney
< < - » / a/

G eneral of th e  departm ent of J u s t i c e ,  d e ta ined^aaip iK »  

p u b lic ly  announced tha t^on^and  a f t e r  November 15, 1945,

■ffl® each p e t i t io n e r  and a l l  p ersonsvwho have s ig n e d  such
/ 4 * * (

re n u n c ia tio n  a p p l ic a t io n s  w i l l  be^deptarted t o  Japan ,

and th a t  MiBiB’itfflyaegti p e r i t i  oners . and a l l  such  p e rso n s^ .- .

nM e sehèduled  fo r  removal^ 

any n o ti  c e ^ ^

< * 1 1

T  J

$
g

g
p

p



•are« ... 'Zfflmtr- . . . . . .

//

Said O ff ic e r  ±n Charge a t th e  Tule la k e  Center*

the r e s p o n d e n t^  van W illiam s, a c tin g  under th e  o rd e rs  

of th e  A ttorney Genera 1 of the U n ited  S ta te s ,  under a 

c la im  of co lo r o f a u th o r i ty  o f th e  A lien  Enemy A ct,

T i t le  50 USCA, sec , E l, a s s e r t s  each o f  sa id  p e t i t io n e r s  

i s  an  a l i e n  enemy and th a t  as such each has been and 

is  in te rn e d  and r e s t r a in e d  o f h i s  or h e r l ib e r ty  and i s  

held  0 $  and scheduled  f o r  in v o lu n ta  ly removal o r  

d e p o r ta t io n  th e reu n d e r to Japan , a l b e i t  t h a t  such 

a s s e r t io n  th a t  p e t i t io n e r s  Ml a re  a l ie n  enemies or th a t  

any of them i s  an a l i e n  enemy i s  a f a l s e  and f i c t i t i o u s  

a s s e r t io n ,  c laim  and assum ption  w holly  mgggss* unsupported  

by f a c t  and by law and i s  a g ro ss  m istake and e r r o r  of 

TftwMfrrifln. f a c t  and o f law^
j



Eg oh p e t i t io n e r  fo r  a long p e r io d  of tim e has been 

and now i s  in te rn e d  and d e ta in e d  a t sa id  Tule Lai©

C enter and now i s  under M RBi an o rd e r o/£ removal or

d e p o r ta tio n  to Japan , as each i s  inform ed and b e l ie v e s  

and th e r e fo r e  a l le g e s ,  by reaso n  of a c la im  th a t  eaafy,

by a re n u n c ia tio n  of U n ited  S pates n a t io n a l i ty , ,^  ime

an a l ie n  enemy and su b je c t to  such.rem oval or d e p o r ta t io n
A

u n ie r  th e  p ro v is io n s  of th e  A lien  Enemy A ct, T i t le  50 

USCA, sec . E l, th e  f a c ts  out o f which such claim  a r i s e s

being  as fo llo w s:

V



Each dp p e t i t io n e r ^  has had, in  h is  or h e r  a n c e s t ra l  < 

l i n e ,  a number o f a n c e s to rs  who, a t some rem ote tim e in  

the p a s t ,  were bom  in  a g eo g rap h ica l a rea  over which a 

Japanese so v e re ig n  ru le d  and over whom su c^^o -v e re ig n  

claimed*, a s s e r te d  and e n fo rc e d , through th e ^ in s t ru m e n ta l i tÿ ^ ^  

of p o lic e  power, a tem poral ju r i s d i c t i o n  • S o le ly  because 

of sa id  type o f a n c e s t iy  each p e t i t io n e r ,  p u rsuan t to  

p ro c lam atio n s , commands and o rd e rs  o f  G eneral John L.

DeW itt, then  Commander of th e  W estern D efense Command and 

i?‘ou rth  Army, d u rin g  th e y e a r  L943, f i r s t  was im prisoned  

in  th e  immediate v ic in i ty  of h i s  or h e r  th en  home^i then  

d riv en  in to  and im prisoned in  s to ck ad es  c a l le d  Assembly 

C en te rs , th e r e a f te r  tra n s p o r te d  to c o n c e n trâ t ion camips 

c a l le d  War R e lo ca tio n  C en ters and th e re  confined  fo r  

approx im ately  y e a rs , and t h e r a f t e r  im prisoned  in  th e  

Tule Lake C en ter, Newell^ Mo doc County, C a l i f o rn ia ,  s a id  

imprisonm ent having been co n tin u o u s from 194E to  d a te , 

a l l  w ith o u t % charge of crim e o r  a c c u sa tio n  of crim e hay ing  

been lodged a g a in s t any erf them^and in  s p i t e  of the f a c t

^ta  te  ^  45 y€&*4M
^ ^  f ij dangero us

/
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That d u rin g  th e  e n t i r e  p e r io d  o f  h i s  or h e r  un law fu l 

im prisonm ent, commencing in  1942>and c o n t in u ir^  ever s in c e , 

as  a f o r e s a id ,  each p e t i t io n e r  has been and s t i l l  i s  

d ep riv ed  of s u b s ta n t ia l ly  a l l  h is  o r h e r r ig h t s ,  l i b e r t i e s ,  

p r iv i le g e s  and im m unities g u aran teed  by th e  C o n s ti tu t io n  

to  nim or h e r as a n a tiv e -b o rn  c i t i z e n  and n a t io n a l  of 

th e  U nited s t a t e s  and su b je c t to  th e  jurisdiction<^® HBb 

th e re o f*  aflfe as a ls o  th o se  g u aran teed  to  him or h e r  a s  a 

perso n  th e re u n d e r , sa id  d e p r iv a tio n s  having be&i com mitted 

by governm ental a u th o r i t i e s  under a c la im  of co lo r of 

a u th o r i ty  o f th e  U nited  s t a t e s ;



Durjjag ^ the^^receding  p e r io d  o f 1945^ each p e t i t io n e r  

i e a t i o n  f o r  re n u n c ia tio n  of U n ited  S ta te ssigned  an app

f

n a t io n a l i ty ,  as p r o v id e d f o r  "by T i t l e  8 USCA,sec* 8 0 1 ( i) ,  

and th e  Rules and "egu lati-ons adopted  by th e  departm en t 

o f J u s t ic e  under th e  N a tio n a li ty  Act o f 1940, a s  amended, 

sa id  R ules being  more p a r t i c u la r ly  d e s ig n a te d  as S ec tio n s  

316.1 to 316.9 in c lu s iv e ,  of C hapter X, Subchapter D,

P a r t D of R a tio n a li ty  i1,e g u la t io n s ;

$ £ ) / fa * ) / * * ib  ^ / ¿ / /
^  S t §  l . * •

______

The aligning of sa id  a p p l ic a t io n s  fo r  re n u n c ia tio n
¿ t e e ,

nor H o lun ta iy  on the  p a r t  of. any

of sa id  p e t i t io n e r s  but was Mhm nw sM  caused by and 

was th e  rem u lt of d u re s s , menace, f ra u d , undue in f lu e n c e  

m istakes of f e e t  and of law and was th e  product of the 

f e a r ,  co e rc io n  and in t im id a tio n  under which each th en  and 

th e re  was held  and su b je c te d  to and under W iich he or
I /

A o



to  be in te rn e d , d e ta in ed  and r e s t r a in e d  of h i s  or h e r
/?1*0 /fa vpflfoeU j J f a ti/j

l i b e r t y  as an " a l ie n  enemy" or o th e rw ise , and non ̂ in te n d e d ,  

or expected th a t  he  o r  she would be in v o lu n ta r i ly  

removed or d epo rted  to  Japan by reaso n  th e re o f  and , on 

the  c o n tra ry , was led  to b e lie v e  by th e  G-overnmoit, i t s

a g e n ts , s e rv a n ts  an d  em ployees^that aHfe th e  s ig n in g  

th e re o f  was not f i n a l ,  but t e n t a t i v e ,  and su b jec t to  being

resc in d ed  and revoked»

V



VI

The in ternm ent and d e te n t io n  of each p e t i t io n e r  

and th e  r e s t r a i n t  upon th e  l ib e r ty  of each , a s  a fo re s a id , 

and the  th re a te n e d , imminent and impending in v o lu n ta ry  

removal and d e p o r ta tio n  of each to Japan , as  a fo re s a id , 

a r e ,  and each o f  sa id  th in g s  i s ,  in  v io la t io n  of the 

C o n s ti tu t io n  and laws of th e  U n ited  S ta te s ,  a s  h e re to fo re  

s ta te d ,  and  d e p r iv e s  each of th e  due p ro cess  o f  law 

guaran teed  by th e  5th amendment o f th e  C o n s ti tu t io n  in  

the  fo llow ing  p a r t i c u la r s ,  to -w it:

4  I

A : The u n c o n s t i tu t io n a l i ty  and i l l e g a l i t y  o f  

th e  in te rn m en t and d e te n tio n  of each p e t i t io n e r  and  

th e  r e s t r a i n t  upon h i s  or h e r l ib e r ty  ̂



That none of th e  a p p l ic a t io n s  fo r  re n u n c ia tio n

of n a t io n a l i ty  s igned  "by p e t i t io n e r s  has a t  any tim e 

w hatever "been approved "by th e  A tto rney  G eneral of the 

U nited  s ta te s ^ n o r  has an ap p ro v al n o r an o rd e r approving  

any of fritonrm ^aid  a p p l ic a t io n s  a t  »fc^time. been made by 

him n o r has he a t  any tim e passed  upon o r co n s id ered  ajqy
M CAof them as re q u ire d  "by th e  p ro v is io n s  of T i t l e  8 "BNK3.



That at th e  tim e  each p e t i t io n e r  signed, said.

re n u n c ia tio n  a p p l ic a t io n  the  United, b ta te s  was engaged.

in  th e  p ro se c u tio n  of a war and., by reaso n  th e re o f ,

any ap p ro v a l of  a r e n u n c ia tio n  o f na t i o n a l i t y  by any 
<n$ce s sa r l l y ^ i s »  ̂

of th e  petitionersTiwouXd have been c o n tra ry  to  th e  

i n t e r e s t s  o f  n a t io n a l  defense  and. to  th e  so v ere ig n ty  

of th e  United, b f a t e s ^ * ^

/ < { ¿ e s Z &' S j .  J L ' . , f

(£)  That th e  h ea rin g  accorded each p e t i t io n e r  

upon — m h is  or h e r a p p l ic a t io n  fo r  re n u n c ia tio n  

was no th ing  but a perfu n c to fr^co m m an ^ jip p earan ce /b efo re  

a h ea rin g  o f f i c e r  designated , by the^A tto rney  General o f  

th e  U nited  s t a t e s  and was w an tin g  in  3Bfrls»dBtm each and 

a l l  o f th e  elem ents o f  a f a i r  ard im p a r t ia l  h ea rin g ,ito

and in  th e  in c id e n ts  t h e r e ^ ,  in  th a t  each p e t i t io n e r

independent ad v ice  and counsel and o f the a s s is ta n c e  o f

counsel inland, about s a id  h e a r in g , was^denied they S ig h t 
: & X  ^  /v

to be c o nv ro u t e l  t o  and j&o ex a mi ne wi t  ne ’

thEKtly maöffig Curd noia rtìjSé iiM i ran res n

mg&nrhaxs m o m manx fin nix menuneiraifeiioinm

tósat msou^Bifimsaich xfoBarirng® m 
a t

th a t /s u c h  psuedo—h ea rin g 7
h ea rin g  o f f i c e r 1 s recommendation on s#sir a p p l ic a t io n  

was b ased , e i t h e r  in  whole or in  p a r t ,  upon s e c r e t  

in fo rm a tio n  and d a ta  a v a i la b le  to  and used by th e  

h ea rin g  o f f ic e r  but which was fegp&i w ith h e ld , concealed



and kept s e c r e t 'f ro m  each petitioner^ jaap fcr th e  p ro v is io n s  

of S ec tio n  316.6 of th e  N a tio n a li ty  R egu la tions o f  th e  

Department of Ju s t ic e ^  and 4iii

any ap p ro v a l th e re o f ,  had any approval

approving any o f sa id  re n u n c ia tio n s  been

Mi or o rd e r

made "by th e  A ttorney  G eneral of the U nited  s t a t e s ,  

n e c e s s a r i ly  would have been based w holly o r  p a r t i a l l y  

th e reo n ;



(4 ) The s ig n in g  of th e  re n u n c ia tio n  a p p l ic a t io n s  

"by each p e t i t io n e r  was n e i th e r  under oath nor r e a l  nor 

f r e e  nor vo lu n ta ry  but was caused by and was th e  r e s u l t  

of d u re s s , menace, f  raud undue in f  lu e n ce , m istakes

of f a c t  and of law ard was th e  product of th e  f e a r ,  

co e rc io n  and in t im id a tio n  under which each th en  and th e re  

was h e ld  and su b je c te d  to  by th e  government and by groups 

and gaggs, as h e r e in a f te r  se t f o r th :
A



ommencing w ith t h e i r  unw arranted 

ev acu a tio n  from  t h e i r  homes in  1942, a 

co n ti nuously, s in c e  then  to  datevfche y^: „

m ent'has d isc r im in a te d  a  and s t i l l  d is c r im in a te s  a g a in s t
Jf\

the  p e t i t io n e r s  and each o f them sim ply because of t h e i r  

descen t from persons of Japanese o r ig in  and.j® 8  ever s in c e
• j_ — >-»__  , n , i. *t—. _mmm

t h e i r  un law fu l im prisonm oat in  th e  v ic in i ty  o f  t h e i r  homes 

im m ediately p reced in g  t h e i r  s a id  ev a cu a tio n  and co n tin u o u sly  

th e r e a f te r  du rin g  t h e i r  im prisonm ent in  c o n c e n tra tio n  camps 

and d u rin g  t h e i r  in te rn m o a t in  th e  Tule -Make tien ter^un law fu lly^ , 

confined  them and members of th e i r  f a m i l ie s  and a ib je c te d  

them and members of t h e i r  f a m il ie s  th e r e  con fined  to 

governm ental d u re s s , menace, fraud  and undue in f lu e n c e  

and harassm ent and h e ld  and s t i l l  ho ld s them in  a c o n tin u a l 

m ental s t a te  of f e a r  and t e r r o r  sim ply because of t h e i r  

Japanese ancestry* th e  U n ited  s t a t e s  governm ent, pursuan t 

to i t s  sa id  po licy  and program of d is c r im in a tio n  and in  

fu r th e ra n c e  th e re  of* s te a d i ly  fai

aaxdi and sy s ten® t i c  a l l  ̂ ^ u b je c te d  them to  a co u rse  of 

abusive trea tm en t du rin g  sa id  p e rio d  of tim e; pu rsu an t to  

sa id  p o licy  and program ti

by sa id  continuous im prisonm ent w ithou t acco rd ing  them o r  

any of them a hearing  on th e  rea so n s  th e r e f o r ^ ;

reg a rd ed , c la s s e d  and t r e a te d  them as though 

th ^ r were a l ie n  enem ies; a l l  the m ales mluMSMAftm&ei 

among them of d r a f t  ag e , in c lu d in g  th e  many who have 

served  f a i t h f u l l y  in  our armed fo rc e s  and hold honorab le  

d isc h a rg e s  th e re fro m , th e  many o th e rs  who were t r a n s f e r r e d  

to and now a r e  in  th e  e n l i s te d  re se rv e  and s u b je c t  t o  b e in g  

c a l le d  f o r  a c t iv e  duty  and A m nion the  many who re p e a te d ly  

have v o lu n tee red  to e n l i s t  in  the  arruy but were re fu se d



and den ied  th e  r i g h t  to  serve and to f ig h t  fo r  and defend 

th is  countiy by p re ju d ic e d  and h o s t i l e  d r a f t  boards and 

by d r a f t  boards ^

upon govern m aita l o rd e rs  and who a r e  s t i l l  den ied  t h i s

b i r t h r i g h t ,  were c l a s s i f i e d  n4-CTI under th e  s e le c t iv e

^rai n in g  and s e rv ic e  Act of 1940 , th a t  i s ,  as " a l i e n  enem ies” -
1 ........  ....................  ...............................y
by d r a f t  boards a c tin g  upon governm ental o rd e rs , w ith o u t 

good cause and w ith o u t j u s t i f i c a t i o n  and in  v io la t io n  o f  

t h e i r  r ig h ts  a s  American c i t i z e n s ,  sim ply because they  

were of Japanese d e sc e n t; by reaso n  w hereof, p e t i t io n e r s  

and a l l  of sa id  persons of l ik e  d escen t l ik e w ise  confined  

to sa id  Center were led  to  b e l ie v e  and  fea red  and had good 

cause to  b e liev e  and f e a r  th a t th e  governm ent of the U nited  

uta t e s  viewed them a s  a l ie n  enem ies^and d e s 'f e e ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ r i v e  

them of th e  r i g h t  to remain in  and to f ig h t  fo r  t h i s  

countiy  and # n « f l4 in R S M M n i im prison  them fo r  an

in d e f in i t e  period  o f  tim e and th e r a f t e r  to  remove and 

b an ish  them and t h e i r  f a m il ie s  and a l l  l i k e  descended

persons from th e  U nited  states*«

% th a t  the  govern-

ment, a f t e r  hav i^_encom passed  t h e i r  ru in  by th e  a fo re s a id  
<̂RTeir7

ev acu a tio n  and Ushersubsequent continuous confinem ent

led  p e t i t io n e r s  to b e l ie v e  th a t  th e  a l i e n  Japanese members 

of t h e i r  f a m il ie s  were schedu led  and h e ld  fo r  removal and 

d e p o r ta tio n  to Japan and th a t  the  c i t iz e n  members of s a id  

fa m il ie s  would be d e ta in e d  in  t h i s  countiy  and th e re b y  

caused a l ie n  p a re n ts  who fea red  th e  s p l i t t i n g  of t h e i r  

fa m il ie s  to  co e rce  t h e ir  c i t i z e n  c h ild re n  in to  s ig n in g  

re n u n c ia tio n  a p p lic a tio n s^ a n d  le d  p e t i t io n e r s  to  b e lie v e



ffiHdlX£fa©SmSQlrixmihi ffiymdaick rr™drarftiirarnrabh:»i-lr mtrhrr̂ m-̂ ffî ifi-K-n̂ jm

¡ th a t  th e  slgtying of sa id  a p p l ic a t io n s  was a m a tte r  commanded

■by th e  governm ent^ com pliance w ith  which was a p r e r e q u is i te

I to t h e i r  r i g h t  fen and t h a t  o f t h e i r  f a m il ie s  to rem ain in

the p ro te c t iv e  s e c u r i ty  of s a id  C enter and to  p rev en t a

d is u n i t in g  of t h e i r  f a m i l ie s  and to  save them selves and 

¡ th e i r  f a m il ie s  from p h y s ic a l h am  and v io le n c e  were they  

to he re le a s e d  and sen t hack in to  -immMammtimn c i v i l  l i f e

| i n  communities where h o s t i l i t y  to p e rso n s  of Japanese

an ces try  re ig n ed  and where th ^ r fe a re d  th e y  would s u f f e r

g re a t p h y s ic a l harm and  p ro b ab le  lo s s  of l i f e  from la w le ss

elem en ts; and th e  governm ent b m m  very  re c e n tly  has

i n i t i a t e d  the  p r a c t ic e  of p e rm it tin g  a l ie n s  to  leav e  sa id  

c e a te r  and re tu rn  to t h e i r  form er homes w hile  i t  h o ld s  

th e i r  c h i ld re n  who have s ig n ed  sa id  re n u n c ia tio n  a p p l ic a t io n s  

fo r  in v o lu n ta ry  removal and d e p o r ta tio n  to  Japan and now

a lso  compels th o se  who have been r e le a s e d  from  confinem ent

and th o se  who were lucky enough to  have escaped i t

a l to g e th e r ,  in c lu d in g  th o se  of our s o ld ie r s  of Japanese

an c e s try  r e tu rn in g  from  the b a t t l e f i e l d s  of Europe and th e

P a c i f ic  who have p a re n ts , w iv es , s i s t e r s ,  b ro th e r s

o r c h ild re n  in te rn e d  in  sa id  C enter and schedu led  f o r

d e p o r ta tio n  to Japan^-to th e  cho ice o f  an in v o lu n ta iy

banishm ent from th e  U nited  s t a t e s  to  accompany th e m e d .
A  .

p re se rv ^ ffa m ily  u n ity  or to rem ain se p a ra te d  from them;



pseudo h ea rin g  h e ld  th e reo n  was a t r a p  designed  "by

the governm ent of th e  U n ited  s t a t e s  to  cause and r e s u l t

in  the in v o lu n ts iy  d e p o r ta tio n  of each
to Japan

s ig n e r/an d  of th e  in v o lu n ta ry  removal o f members o f  

h is  or h e r fam ily  to Jppan and th u s  to  r e s u l t  in  a 

mass banishm ent of persons of Japanese d escen t from 

the U nited  s t a t e s ,  which d e s ig n  and purpose.w pe a t  ($sk 

a l l  tim es h e re to fo re* .w ith h e ld , concealed  and kept s e c re t
/A

from the s ig n e rs  and p e t i t io n e r s ;  and, by reaso n  o f  sa id  

go v em m m ta l d u re s s , menace, f ra u d , and undue in f lu e n c e  * 

p ra c t ic e d  upon each p e t i t io n e r  and members of h is  or h er 

fam ily  each p e t i t io n e r  was com pelled by th e  government 

to s ig n  a f i c t i t i o u s  re n u n c ia tio n  wfjijMrwiiifmmimM&mi <

of a c i t iz e n s h ip  of which each  a lre a d y , 

in  f a c t ,  had been d ep riv ed  by th e  government of th e  

U nited  S ta te s .



That n e i th e r  a t  th e  tim e each p e t i t io n e r  signed  

an a p p l ic a t io n  f o r  re n u n c ia tio n  a t  the pseudo-hearing: 

held  th e re o n  a t  s a id  C enter^nor a t  any tim e p r io r  th e re to  

du ring  h is  or h er un law fu l co n fin e  men t^w as he  o r  she a 

f r e e  agent in  any sen se  of th e  words bu t then  and th e re  

was u n law fu lly  confined  and r e s t r a in e d  of h is  o r h e r 

l ib e r ty  and was held  in  d u re s s  by th e  u n ite d  S ta te s  

governm ent, i t s  a g e n ts , se rv an ts  and em ployees, a s  the  

j a i l o r ,  cu s to d ian  and guard rh  of p e t i t i o n e r s ,  i t s  w ards, 

and by i t  and tta i t s  a g e n ts , s e rv a n ts  and employees^ 

knowingly was p e rm itted  to  be exposed i&A and su b je c te d  

to th e  d u re ss , menace, frau d  and undue in f lu e n c e  p ra c t ic e d  

upon and a g a in s t  each p e t i t io n e r  by organized  t e r r o r i s t i c  

groups and gangs of p e rso n s , lik w is e  th e re  co n fin ed , who 

were f a n a t ic  i l l y  p ro -Jap an ese  and com mitted to fo rsa k in g  

th i s  country  and who w ere engaged in  and allow ed to  engage 

in  a continuous campaign to  (ifcwwHteB&x engender, develop

and promote lo y a lty  to Japan among th e  in te rn e e s ;

The sa id  groups and gangs th e re  engaged i n  and

were p e rm itted  to  engage i n  a g e n e ra liz e d  campaign of 

la w lessn ess  p r io r  to  th e  tim e

ruraa said  re n u n c ia t io n  h e a rin g s  were thawBe h e ld

and a t th e  tim e  of said  h ea rin g s  had e s ta b lis h e d  and then  and 

th e r e a f te r  m ain tained  a v e r i t a b le  r u le  and re ig n  of t e r r o r  

over p e t i t io n e r s ,  t h e i r  f a m il ie s  and in te rn e e s  r e s id in g  

in  sa id  C en ter; they preached and p ra c t ic e d  s e d i t io n ;  they  

endeavored, by a l l  means a t t h e i r  command, to  p ro s e ly te  

to th e  cause of the enemy the p e t i t io n e r s ,  t h e i r  f a m il ie s  

and o th e r  lo y a l in te rn e e s  th e re  r e s id in g ;  they  a c t iv e ly

engaged in  th e  en g en d erin g , development and prom otion of 

lo y a lty  to  the cause of Japan which they openly and



/

n o to r io u s ly  espoused; they  inform ed p e t i t io n e r s  th a t  

and t h e i r  f a m il ie s  were regarded  by th e  p i H H H t e a  

U nited  S ta te s  governm m t as a l i e n  enem ies and th a t  i t  had 

scheduled them and t h e i r  f a m il ie s  fo r  d e p o r ta tio n  to  Japan; 

they  th re a te n e d  the p e t i t io n e r s  and in te rn e e s  th a t  i f  any

of them ta lk e d  t o , conm unicated w ith  o r

a s s o c ia te d  w ith  any of th e  U aucasians in  and about sa id  

Center th o se  so do i#g  would be a s s a u l te d  by goon-squads,
t 1 '* yfi i

g a n g s te rs  and hoodlums sponsored, by them /
A >

nilTrliW|fliy~'Wi»ni»iiii

; they m aintained  and o p era ted  schoo ls 

in  sa id  C enter to coach th e  v ic tim s  of t h e i r  f ra u d , menace, 

d e c e it  and undue in f lu e n c e  in to  g iv in g  f a l s e  and un true  

answ ers to  q u estio n s the h ea rin g  o f f ic e r s  were to  propound 

to them a t t he h ea rin g s  on re n u n c ia tio n  a p p l ic a t io n s  

sen t in  sp u rio u s BngrgAagMfeimisc l e t t e r s  to th e  nepartm ent 

of J u s t ic e  r e q u e s tirg  a p p l ic a t io n s  be forw arded to 

in te rn e e s  whose names they signed  t o  such l e t t e r s  and th e n  

inform ed th e  re c e iv e r* th a t  th e  governmoit demanded th a t

sjhe^ r e c e iv e r  s ig n ^ lt j / th .q y  inform ed p e t i t i o n e r s ,  a s  d id  

governm ental annou .cements p u b lic ly  made ju s t  p r io r  to  

the  tim e said  h e a rin g s  were held  in  1945 *£hat th e  d e p o r ta tio n  

o f each p e t i t io n e r  and t h a t  o f a l i e n  members o f  h i s  

or h er fam ily , on an exchange s h ip , was imminent and

im pending, and sa id  groups and gangs inform ed an l th re a te n e d  

each p e t i t io n e r  th a t  he  or she 40^fk  would be d ep o rted  in  any 

event^nd th a t  i  f  he or she f a i l e d  to  s ig n  an  a p p l ic a t io n  

f o r  re n u n c ia tio n  th e  s e c u r i ty  o f each and th a t  o f t h e i r  

f a m il ie s  upon a r r iv a l  in  Japan would be endangered because 

the p ro -Jap an ese  le a d e rs  o f  sa id  n a t i o n a l i s t i c



p re ssu re  g roups and gangs would re p o rt them to  th e  

Japanese government as being  dangerous a l i e n  enem ies to  

J apan and a s  American  spie s  and t h â t  thqy th e re  would 

be se ized  and punished as su c h j^ th à t  s a id  g roups and 

gangs th re a te n e d , «mmmmatm coerced  and in tim id a te d  

p e t i t io n e r s  in to  s ig n in g  sa id  re n u n c ia tio n  a p p l ic a t io n s  

by means of t h r e a t s ,  d is p la y s , shows« e x h ib it io n s  and

dem onstra tions of fo rce  and v io le n c e  and by th r e a t s  

a g a in s t t h e i r  l iv e s  an d Jb h re a ts  of i n f l i c t i n g  g re a t 

phytsical in ju ry  upon them and upon members of th e i

fa m il ie s  in  th e  even t he or she fa ile d rb o  Jjppwi s ig n  such 

re n u n c ia tio n  a p p l ic a t  ions and th e reb y  com pelled each of 

them to s ig n  such d en u n c ia tio n  a p p l ic a t io n ;  th a t  each 

p e t i t io n e r  b e liev e d  in  and fe a re d  and had good

cause and reason  to f e a r  th a t  sa id  th r e a t s  would be 

c a r r ie d  in to  ex ecu tio n  and t h a t  he o r  she arid h i s  or 

h e r fam ily  would be exposed to  p h y s ic a l v io le n c e  and 

p ro b ab le  lo s s  of l i f e  i f  he or she f a i l e d  to  heed sa id  

th r e a t s  and f a i le d  to  obey th e  mandates of sa id  p re s su re  

g roups and gangs and th e reb y  was com pelled to

^ ig n  such re n u n c ia tio n  ap p lie s  tio n ^  th a t  riMiigri by reaso n  

moriteis&idix be. tan  oofixibeinr ox—£ZOl—     ■- ,y   ------ ------------- - 

of &aid ru le  of t e r r o r  p r e v a i l in g  over sa id  C enter 

w hich, to g e th e r  w ith  the  f a i l u r e  of the  government 

tobacco rd t h e m p r o t  e c tio n  a g a in s t  th e  same^srtrthwtee 

d u re ss  p ra c t ic e d  by th e  government a g a in s t  them, 

as  a f o r e s a id ,  th e  p e t i t io n e r s  and o th e r  in te rn e e s  

in  sa id  C enter w ere ,kep t in  a co n s tan t s t a te  of
J  ' Au \m as shyslTer ia~ and because of the

absence of p ro te c t io n  a g a in s t  th e  t e r r ò r i t i c

a c t i v i t i e s  of sa id  groups and gangs b e in ^  a ffo rd ed





That a t a l l  tim es d u rin g  s a id  r u le  and re ig n  o f  

t e r r o r  imposed upon th e  in te rn e e s  in  sa id  C en ter th e

U^ited^ ¿>ta te s  government i t  s a g en ts , se rv a n ts  and 
^  ^  purposes and

employeesyw&s aware of and knew of th e /7 a e t iv i t ie s  o f

sa id  groups and gangs and fefcflb of th e  d u re ss , menace,

fraud  and undue in f lu e n c e  sa id  g id ups and gangs p ra c t ic e d

upon and a g a in s t  p e t i t io n e r s ,  members of t h e i r

f a m il ie s  and o th e r^ in te rn e e s  in  sa id  Center^ b u t condoned

th e sam e ^ an d  a c tu a l ly  aid e d  and a b e tte d  th e  same by

4  <
iteoi perm it t i i ^  tbi

ne»enrt

atm p 'rg jn i b^ 1 JFüTTT"
and a c t iv e  members th e re o f  and 

le a d e rs  ifaitumiuiuiftniMiii i i a i pwwBM ^ef a i l i n g  to  a r r e s t  

p u tt j j jg  a s top  to t h e i r  c r im in a l a c t i v i t i e s  and la w le ssn e ss  

and by invoking the f e d e ra l  saĝ iMHtHiiHim

s e d i t io n  and espionage laws or o th e r  c rim in a l laws a g a in s t 

Mfe them and by f a i l i n g  to  se g re g a te  such c r im in a l elem ents

from the  p e t i t io n e r s  and o th e r  lo y a l in te rn e e s  and i s o l a t i n g



By reaso n  of th e  d u re s s , menace, frau d  and undue

in f lu e n c e  p ra c t ic e d  and ex e rted  upon and a g a in s t

* each p e t i t io n e r  by th e  government and by th e  p i p H i

groups and gangs, a s  a fo r e s a id ,  and the f a i l u r e  of th e  

government to  accord  them ritaMn th e  p ro te c t io n  a g a in s t

th e  a fo re s a id  la w le ss  a c ts  o f sa id  groups and gangs,

the  p e t i t io n e r s  were caught in  th e  g r ip  of t e r r o r  which

ru le d  theoughout said  u e n te r  and th e  wave of t e r r o r  th a t

engu lfed  them when they  and members of t h e i r  f a m il ie s

were con fron ted  w ith a p o ss ib le  r e tu rn  to  th e  taMtiMittm 

cokimunities from which th ey  had been excluded and d riv en  

by th e  1942 mummmtowmm im prisonm ent program which was 

term ed an  ev a cu a tio n  and was i n i t i a t e d  by c iv i l i a n  

ex c lu s io n  o rd e rs  issu ed  by G eneral John L. DeW itt, a s  

a fo re s a id l



That none of sa id  re n u n c ia tio n s  wqs ifimeae r e a l ,  f r e e

or v o lu n ta ry  on th e  p a r t  of any of p e t i t io n e r s  hut each

was th e  product of f e a r ,  torm ent and t e r r o r  induced in

each p e t i t i o n e r ^  mind by v i r tu e  of the d u re s s , menace,

fraud  and undue in f lu e n c e  to which each was su b je c te d

by th e  governm ent and by th e  groups and gangs, a s  a fo re s a id
and d ep riv ed

a l l  of which o p era ted  to  d e p r iv e /e a c h  p e t i t io n e r  of 

freedom of ch o ice , w i l l  and d e s i r e  in  and about th e  

s ig n in g  of w&pL such a p p lic a tio n s  f o r  re n u n c ia tio n  

and each of sa id  renunei a t io n s  was and i s  f a l s e  aafib 

f i c t i t i o u s ,  n u l l  and void by reaso n  th e re o f  1



(5) That i f  i t  should  be adjudged by th e  Court 

th a t any of the p e t i t io n e r s  has lo s t  h is  

or her n a t io n a l i ty  by reason  of s ig n in g  such re n u n c ia tio n  

application^iM tia coupled with a v a l id  o rd e r having is su e d  

th e reo n  by the A ttorney G e n e ra l 0f  the U n ited  S ta te s

wàmmHÊÊÊKt none of th e  p e t i t io n e r s  thth e reb y  became an

a l ie n  enemy w ith in  th e  meaning and i n t e n t  o f th e  p ro v is io n s

of th e  A lien  Enemy A ct, 50 U .S.Code, sec . 21 . b u t became
r  *

a mere in h a b ita n t  o f t h i s  country  and a s t a t e l e s s  person  

e n t i t l e d  to  rem ain h ere  a s  an in h a b ita n t  and re s id e n t of 

th és  count 2y\ 0

( 6 ) The p ro v is io n s  of isçdsto f i t l e  8 U .S.Code, 

^ e c .  2 b l ( i )  a re  not now in  e f f e c t  a s  to any mittmes&BSBsi

p e t i t io n e r s  or a t  a l l , in a s m u c h  a s  th e  U nited  s t a t e s  i s  

not now engaged in  th e  p ro se c u tio n  o f  a war w ith in  th e  

m eanii^. aa tfU in ten i i& jm Sm  sa id  provisions"..
i  A

/
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CD  iione o f th e  p e t i t i o n e r s  i s  an a l i e n  enemy w ith in  th e  
/AnC frHA>l4Ctis~

in te n t  -awd meaning^ o f th e  th e  p ro v is io n s  of T i t l e  50
z_  A

USCA,sec. 21, a s  a fo re s a id ;

Ho w arran t f o r  the d e p o r ta t io n  o f  any of th e  p e t i t io n e r s  

has a t  any tim e issu ed  from th e  -¿residen t o f  the U n ited

s t a t e s  or from any c o u r t ,  judge o r  j u s t i c e ,  a s  i s  

a p r e r e q u is i te  to  in v o lu n ta ry / d e p o r ta t io n  re q u ire d  "byA
T it le  50 U8CA, sec . 24;

Q ) Ho com plain t a t any tim e  w hatever has been f i l e d  a g a in s t

any of the p e t i t i o n e r s ,  as re q u ire d  by T i t l e  50 USCA, sec .

23, nor has any th e  p e t i t io n e r s  e v e r  had a ju d ic ia l

.................................... mu i .............. jmijinitiii... im̂ ii ..

h ea rin g  on such removal o r  d e p o r ta t io n  naaa in  ajpy c o u r t

of com petent ju r i s d ic t io n  n o r  h as  any such c o u rt a t  any tim e

issu ed  any o rd e r of rem oval or d e p o r ta t io n  a g a in s t  any
.  ...of th e  p e t i t i o n e r s ,  a l l  of which iu  miiihi— l> a ju r i s d i c -

.  .  .  ,t io n a l  p re re q u is i te c  ln^reiftoval or d e p o r ta t io n  p roceed ings

under th e  s a id  A lien ISnemy Actj ^ t h a t  none of th e  p e t i t io n e r s  

Y  ^as a l 1  owê jf a reaso n ab l « p e r io d  o f  tim e  consis te n t

w ith th e  p u b lic  s a fe ty  and ac co rd in g  to  th e  d i c t a t e s  o f

humanity and n a t io n a l  h o s p i t a l i ty  w ith in  w hich 

to re c o v e r , d isp o se  of and remove h i s  or h er goods and  

e f f e c t s  and p rep a re  f o r  h is  or h e r d e p a r tu re , a l l  as 

req u ired  by T i t l e  50 U36A, se c . 2 2 , in  ^removal 

or d e p o r ta t io n  p ro ceed in g s under th e  sa id  A lien  Eneiry A ct;



^p /K o n e  of th e  p e t i t i o n e r s  has "been accorded  and none 

w i l l  be accorded  any h e a r in g  w ith  re s p e c t to  h i s  o r  h e r

sa id  in v o lu n ta iy  removal and d e p o r ta tio n  

to Japan but summarily w i l l  be removed and d ep o rte d , a s  

a fo re s a id ;

imnM x fh a t n e i th e r  a d e c la re d  nor an u n d ec la red  war 'Uvu' 

e x i s t s  between the  u n ite d  s t a t e s  and  any fo re ig n  n a tio n

o r governm ent; — no in v a s io n  or p red a to ry  in c u rs io n  i s  * 1
being  p e rp e tra te d ,  a ttem p ted  or th re a te n e d  a g a in s t th e  

t e r r i t o r y  of th e  U nited  s t a t e s  by any fo re ig n  n a tio n  

or governm ent; th a t  th e  U n ited  s t a t e s  i s  now a t  peace 

w ith  th e  w orld ;



P r io r  to th e  tim e of th e  f i l i n g  of t h i s  p e t i t io n  

each p e t i t i o n e r ,  tw ice  in  w a it in g , n o t i f i e d  th e  A tto rney  

G eneral of t  he U nited  ¿>tat e a y th a t h e  o r  she wfthdrewT^

r e t r a c te d ,  re sc in d e d , revoked, c a n c e lle d  and ann d I----

h is  or h e r  sa id  a p p l ic a t io n  f o r  re n u n c ia tio n  of U nited] 0

s t a t e s  n a t io n a l i ty  fo r  t h e  re a so n s  th a t  th e  same was / y

signed  under d u re s s ,  menace, f ra u d , undue in f lu e n c e  / A / i ^ //  W k
mm

and m is tak es o£~ Jaet and o f law , a s  a f o r e s a id ,  and j
~~~— —~ Iin fo rmed him^of th e  grounds and reaso n s Off which said: - - ^

g acifl glon a
"revocation  was based and

.
made hut sa id  A tto rney  ^

G eneral f a i l e d MtSh. an i s t i l l  does f a i l  to  accep t s a id

r e s c is s io n  and re v o c a tio n ; th a t  in  each of s a id  boM m b i i  

w r i t te n  n o t i f i c a t i o n s  s e n t to  the  A tto rney  G eneral o f 

the  U nited S ta te s  each of sa id  pntaMMHRMs p e t i t io n e r s  

demanded of him and of respond m f j  î ’Ttriiniinn

Ivan W illiam s *as the  a fo re s a id  O ffic e  in  Charge a t  sa id  

i'u le lake ^ sn te r^ th a t  he o r  she he re le a s e d  and d isch arg ed  

from sa id  in te rn m en t, d e te n t io n  and un law ful r e s t r a i n t  ¿yo+ys/ 

h i s  or h er l i b e r t y ,  a s s e r t in g  th e r e in  th e  v a r io u s  

grounds and reasons th e r e fo r ,  both f a c tu a l  and l e g a l ,  Bpi 

S>

but the  A ttorney G eneral o f th e  U nited  s t a t e s ,  h i s  a g e n ts  

and r e p re s e n ta t iv e s  * and Ivan W illiam s^as th e  O ff ic e r  In

Charge of sa id  Tule l a 3® C en te r, as  a f o r e s a id ,  a c t in g  

under h is  o rd e r s , f a i l e d  and re fu se d  and do s t i l l  f a i l  

and re fu se  to  r e le a s e  and d isch a rg e  each and a l l  of sa id  

p e t i t i o n e r s  from sa id  in te rn m en t, d e te n tio n  and r e s t r a i n t  

and th re a te n e d  dnpn removal or d e p o r ta tio n  to  Japan; th a t  

a copy of th e  l a s t  w r i t te n  demand so made by each
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pet i t  ionei^J i s  annexed h e re to ,  in c o rp o ra te d  h e re in , made 

a p a r t  h e reo f and i s  marked E x h ib it f,l TI;



II ■ '* pi . 
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That no p r io r  a p p l ic a t io n  f o r  a w r i t  of habeas

*> corpus in  reg a rd  to th e  in te rn m en t, 4HH d e te n tio n  or

r e s t r a i n t  complained of in  th i s  p e t i t i o n  has been made

by p e t i t io n e r s  or by any of 1hem.

WHEREFORE each p e t i t io n e r  prays th a t  a w r i t  of habeas 

corpus be g ran ted  h e re in  d ir e c te d  to  th e  sa id  Ivan W illiam s

as the O ff ic e r-In -C h a rg e , U n ited  o ta te s  Department of

J u s t i c e ,  Im m igration  and N a tu ra l iz a t io n  S e rv ic e , a t  th e

Tule la k e  C en ter, H ew ell, Modoc County, C a l i fo rn ia ,

commanding him to have th e  body of each p e t i t io n e r  b e fo re

th e  a b o v e -e n ti t le d  Court a t  a tim e to  be  s p e c if ie d  th e r e in ,  

to  do and re c e iv e  what then  and th e re  s h a l l  be commanded 

by th e  Court concerning  each p e t i t io n e r , t o g e th e r  w ith

the  t i m e  and cause of th e  1mm d e te n tio n  of each , and  sa id

w r i t ;  and th a t  each p e t i t io n e r  be r e s to re d  to h i s  or h e r

l i b e r t y .

November 1945^

Wayne M. C o llin s ,
1721 M ills  Tower,
San F ra n c isc o , 4 , C a l i f .
G a rf ie ld  1218.

t t o  m ey f o r  P e t i t io n e r s .

bhh mmm ■

■
H



I _ i ......... I HHBH __PHHH I............












