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February 24,1945

J\!r. Dillon S. Myer, National'Director
War Kelocation Authority • " ^ •'
Washington, D. C.

Dear U m  Myer：

We. of Japrnese ancestry resid5-ng within these United States feel that the . 
' people of this country, generally, have ciccepted us on the strength of our 
record hs law-abiding residents during the past fifty and1 more yenrs. We 
have engaged in farraing, comiiiofce^ fishing industry, etc., as operators
and laborsrs; &n.d so iiaS. es七ablisiieci soiic fcmndat:1.0ns iin th.ia country.

The outbreak of hostilities betereen the United Sto.tea pnd Japrn in 1941,
, was followed, in 1942, b’y the で％!* riepartmentts order 专 p.t ?f iJ-s いho
resided i/fithin ihe west..const area, inclusive of Americaii citizen弓.as we'll
as Japanese nationals, be forciblv evacuated. , we suffered .extreme shock v 
•and cental anguish, as \?ell a£i sviostantiai material losses,. The foiinci- 
iations wfe fed created by years of toil v/ere almost^completely wiped away\
We have existed fc|iê e-past.f alriiost three years within the confines of barbed 
wire fences, within ca^ipa Xoceited in desert v/ilderness.

On December 1 7 , 1944, the Western defense Command announced the rescinding 
of the exclusion order. A,t the safte tirae the'war KeloGatioii Authority 
£inp.o\inced that1 all our camps would be cl os eo by not Xater thrn January <c：,

"> 1946.

Surveys of general opinion so20ng center residents as a' でesult of the
foregoing dual axmounceiu^nt^ disclosed the fact that due to their present 
econori)ic status, their fear of violence and ciiscriioination on the outside 
etc., the majtjrity were not in a position to jjjake plans either lor reloca­
tion or for return to their former homes on the west coast, under present 
conditions fmd uncier currently av©.ilable facilities snd assistance provicied 

- by the WRA and other agencies.

As a_ natkiral consequence, this, the All Center Conference，was decided
upon. Delegates representing seven relocation centers roet from February 16 
to February 2 4 , 1945,- at Salt Lake City. .After serious deliberation, 
feindfial of our grave re8ponsibi3.ity to do our utmost for the best welfare 
of 75,000 people, we now raake the appeal that the "PJBA centers be
kept open for the duration of' war and for seme time thereafter as m^y be 
needed and, further, be operated with pc viewto providing res3.d.eiit̂  with 

• necessities, facilities and services on at least dn fequal level as in the 
past. ' , .... A ; ; ：：'：'V '；.,；■' '：.;；v ■

We, hereimonder aubniit a statemeiit of facts ,aiid recommendatioiis v/ith the 
request that you will accord tiieni your a.nd sympathetic consideratioia.

V Kespectfully submitted,

/s/ Masaru Narahara 
Masaru "Narah^rp,, CMirraati 

/ ALL CENTER CONFERENCE

Approved：

Delegate for Gila Project

Delegate for Granada Project

Delegate for Minidqka project

Delegate for Heart'Mountain Project

Delegate for Poston Project-

Delegate for Rohwer project

Delegate for Topaz Project

Copy: Harold Ickes? Secretary of Interior



STATEMENT OF FAGT§

1« Mental Suffering has been causei fcy the forced mass evacuation#

There ha 日 'been an almosti compiet/e 4¢ 日"truc"tio,n of1 土 insncisi foundatiions.

built during over half a century*

Especially for the duration, the ?/ar has created fears of prejudices, 
persecution, etc,, also fears of physical violence and fears of 
damage to property* • ‘ へ ' 乂 し ；

斗• Mar^y Isseis (average age is between： 6〇 and 65) were depending upon 
"their sons for assistrance and ,support«> but tbsse sons are servings Xxi 
th« United States Armed Forces# How these Isseis are reluctant to 

consider relocation*

5f Residents feel insecure and apprehensivej towards the many changes 
and modification of pblicies*

The residents have prepared to remain for the duration because of 
• many statements made by the that relocation ©enters will be

maintained for "the .duration of the war% 、「 (̂

7« Mary resident-s were forced "to dispose of "their personal and real 
properties, business and agricultural equipment^ ©t.o*> a 0161,6 

 ̂ trifle of their cost; also drew leases for the ttdurati〇nn# hence 
have nothing to return to*

8, Practic&ll-y every ̂ Buddhist priests is now excluded from the West
Coast* Buddhism has a eubstautial follpv/ing, and the members obviously 
prefer %〇 remain where the religion cent6rs« % ^

9# There is %an acute shortage of housing, which is obviously a basic need 
in resettlement* The residents fear that adequate housing X8 not avail

• able*



REOOMMEHPATIONS

We repoinmendi "V"-. ,

1聲 T*hat Special governmental agencies or units be established solBly 
for providing assistance "to evacuees who mighli require funds, in 
reestablishing themselves*

a* Hesettlepaent aid (grants)*
b» Loans*  ̂ ’ i .. . . 、 ..

2# That the present relocation grant be increased* Xtr should be 
given to every relocatee* ‘丄he penalty clause on the present' 
form should be delated*

议 e further rect>職 end "that* federal ai.d be gjfarvted. according to ivery

individual^ particular needs until such time as he is reestab­
lished#

う* That long term loans at a low tatQ .of interest be made avaiiableif
wi"thou"t security# "to aid "the residents in re establishing theiaselveB- 
as negtr as possible "to their former status in private enterprises* 
such a's business^ agriculture, fisheries, etc. ン

4t That the W#R*A* use their good offices §〇 that consideration may­
be given oa priority by O/ .l5* A* Bocause of evacuation^ ̂ residents 
were forced to dispose of their equipmenti trucks, cars and eto^, 
many of vjhich at present require the approval of1 an 0• P* A*
Board. These equipments are essential to many residents in order 
to reestablish themselve's in former enterprises* ^

5* That the r.R«A. msCke every effort to obtain a returtt. of 了
ties, for evacuees who# due to evacuation and consequent inability 
to maintain installojeht payments* have lost the 8aine； fWt<her» 
in. order to preyent lose of property^ to.obtain some definite 
arrangement for the granting of governmental aid, as jaay be neoes-
8ary, "bo evacuee’s unable，▲日 result of evacudlion，t>o maitvtain’

installment payments*

6亀 That the W*R#A. give fijianci^i aid to residents with definite 
plans, for the purposes of defraying the expenses of investi- 
gatirig specific relocation possibilities*

7*. That the ^«R#A* establish adequately staffed officies in impor­
tant areas*and employ persons of Japanese aricestry since they 
understand Japanese psychology? and also establish in these fielil 
offices, legal advisiry and employment departments#

8* That the W.R^A* continue the operation of evacuee property offices 
for t«he durat.i〇n| "to fulfill "the needs of reloca'tGefl#

'9% That the W»H»A» accept* for reinduction into centers those who
relocate and who find themselves unable to make sg-tisfactory ad­

justments*

10# That the W^R#A# arrange for the establishing of hostels and
other facilities in varioue areas) and furthermore, build new 
housing through the F*H«A»i with ^•R*A« assistance#-

11 # T-hat the iY.K*A* provide transportation of evacuee ̂ property do or to 

door. 1

12* That the W*R.A# negotiate for the establishing of old peopled 
h6ia.es,exclu3ively for persons of Japanese ancestry^,

\ That the make negotiations to arrange ( 1 ) so that |vacuees
formerly civil service employees will be reinstated and ^  so 
that perspns of Japanese ancestry will be able to secure businase.

 ̂：■ i;V licenses as formerly♦

14, That short teri^Xeave regulations be changed to permit an 
of two months with one month extension, privileges,
evacuee investigating relocation possibiliUe日 be permitted to be**

come employed, without change of status*



15* That vrnen an evacuee relocates or returns to his former business 
. or hom'e^ should malce every effort to release froaen assets

(blocked accounts), both in dases of individuals or organizations^

16« T^iat the W*R*A» negotiate for thev concluding of arrangements
where under alieri parents may be able to operate or manage proper** 
ties with powers of attorney issued by*their children^ particularly 
by sons in the United States Armed Forces* .

1/* That the W»R*A» arrange to secure oatright releases for parolees 
who relocate*

18* that the '^#R«A« obtain,the establishment of 日omeavenueofgover 15- 
mental itwiemnities. for relocatees-who may become victims of anti** 
Japanese violence in terms of ,personal injuries or property damage»

19* That the Vf.H.A* arrange for adequate government compensation &galn st 
losses to evacuee property by fire, theft» etc. while in government, 
-or private storage or while in transit*.

念d* That, the ilUPUA* arrange to provide studeritB o.f Japanese ancestry 
with adequate proteotion in case of need, and opportunities equal 

’ to tho&e enjoyed by 0auca8isin etudents*

21• that the W *R*A. make every effort to. secure work opportunities 
for returnees and relocatees on equal basis vrith Oaucasian 
^zene, particularly in refer once to admittan'ce into labor unions#



SUGGSST|ON

' ' *  : ベ 、，，バン

、..— .ぐ:1'：: : ' ベ.’一 ：ヘン/.'+ i.ゾ' $

The foregoing is a partial list of appeals 
ernanat-ing fj*om cent& t  residents，a n d . e a c h  is founded
on factual cases. H'e make the suggestion that the vjf*R*A. 
should verify the existanoo of "thos© problems, "poesibly by 
adopting some such procedure as'follows:
. v  ' .  : ' ‘ . i • . : . . へ . 1 '  \ . ぐ . バ

The should conduct a more accurate %and
,iirten8iv© relocation survey than praB6n"t> v/ii>h in'tori't 
■to detormino what are th0 actual n o d s  of re8id0nts> 
in terms of making /tiiBar relocation possible* This purvey 
might ba conductsd in every proj^cti by intorviewing a 
nurabervof evacuees selected from aftiong• those unable to 
malce relocation pians，and further selected with a view 
*to obtaining'an accurate orosE^sactiion* (Occupations^ loca— 
*tion of former homes^' eto#; Tho assistanco of inti^rpr^tiars 
recommended by th^ Oominunity Councils might bo enlisted.

Note: The suggested survey .should^ perhaps, be conducted 
so/that ali center residents will be intarviawedi ixovyevor>, 
ajs a first stop, we, recommarid the interview of lesser num- 
berS| in *tĥ  interests of expediency# because we desire %tie
earliest possible acknowiedgoi^irt of conditionデ’包nd
estabiishDiont/ of adoquat*© policies for furtnejriftg 
relocation*
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