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w usr amiUL mxv ou? or HEIRT uom nj

(Euth lichee said once that the IRA hlatoxy oa”ht to eontain soasthing
about tho effoets ot o«nt«r lif« on appointed ptrsozmal# X nasnH at B«art
Voimtaln long «nou]”i to absorb mtii more than abode, Heart Mountain h«Tiag
b«en jgt first center iixperlimoe* But | did get peralssion to rld« the last
special train & an obs rrer* Som of M draea. pa88«ng«rs | knew 8l1110=

lay on bt ease load ills | was nosber of the relocation staffe
Consagaently | dLdn*t feel like juat mstranger* And X believe they accepted
ne as someone Wo was glad to see them loare behind the isolation of emtw
life>all the ao™™ax”ing restartotive details of its unique in8tltutidaaH8Hf

a«d get bade into ~ habit of li"ng a. inai~duala.)

At ab<mt 6,4S in th« rmiing of Move r 10, e S&turd”r, tiift familiar
wall of tha H»art lioiusUin sir«n careened t~rou”i th« center to signaa Vo» ~ N
faet that the special tral& was in the depot and rad™ for the loading to start.

As had b«en trus of a food nAQy special trains iM tho past™ this last <rx too
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center, and in a vezy few ninutes the h«ad3LIghts ot th« taxis”™ tracks aod private

cars formed a swaying chain of lights down to th« depot. There were a little

less an tiro hundred n, Mnand ildren to b« fArrindi dovn, and it to”c
About fin hour and tk half to get th<m and tfeMir onto this tx#llle

| arrived in tliae to watch aost of the process.



N® people were dressed the nay 7 ufd axpeot any peopCU to b« dressed
for a I<»ig and tlreaona tript in the nost ooofortable clothes th”r
Simdcs, tm~Urs. But ao a»8<sription of tbs
vould be cmpIMtB without the not« tliat vimry taadXsr carried
a gsOlon jug of nater, It 8e«ss that on an earlier tr«dA tiie wat«r eooUrs
pan dryf 6l1d tlui story got bade tocenter* $Ine6 then the jug of nas
as nteesaazy aa tfoe great qtjAiititles of food packed in all naxmer of cartons*
Ad at least six tia»s daring tlit 4 um™f «hen«T«r we changed condaetosrs™ X
toxo™Ni a r8«If explaiolng Hi&t tho jugs dldn*t o&stalii sak#«
All in all thisgi want saoothly, Tim% ver« emou# hands to hX]"™ th«
old fo2k« up steps and swing the youngsters up "Mexni they b«long9d. Sons
the kids XwkBd the &9 «ho vsa phOtogr*pii#d with a tamood his aeok

VISIIA he was trying to Mke Ills I»gs reach the tteps of th« coach that was going

to oarzy his nra™ froa NtroBA nh was b«l&g closed* Sw«n two pullaan
porters &slgnad to had th# trAdlIti~iaXljr adhrerilitd kiBdllnesa of
ptllinaii pexHt*s* A genfithiXlsr  indeedm  youngsters under 6 dbla or

patted then on th« hmd» [ VvV "
the 01117 imisleaMat fact, idildb X learned about was tliat some of
evacuees seemed to think it necessaxy to tip th» Csaoaslans who loaded 'tixeir
A number of thos« helpers ace«pt«d as woxet as flttm n or traitor
dollArs npl«ce. <4 se’rbe aens« of ironjr 18 a radleal*
So r 8uhfii 9Tfteis# 8 ivoiv mon'6OM#d,m dym dd.th i ppd ntedm
last nlnute probleaa. Qao, a women and a itoatie Ser«8th imy AdwXtl8t 9 \nd
to be fetched fey internal sactazltsfr* But she was 6noa”™i \Jy the tine they
got h#r to tlitt train. Tbe oth«r, IGoko Seraatttivv, = fAAgile littl* ereatisr#
winti great blAek br«id« wrapped around her bead, gaT wm sons adnutes of anadlely.
folcd had arouMd th« oozuwm of e imabor of peopfUt the diief aedLeal officer™

th« head ef ir«lfar«, th_ eonnmity anal™t ad ao»« ers v/d had bad occasion



to *11 her the last days before dl slng. Koko, about forty years old
and Xss«l9 Coosa ;Yo a San f~tmelseo UMdI"Y of pre—~erac»atio& f:flybeiioe.
Sbe was the onlj #B of the jCanilj in H#art Mcnmtain™® Kuko bas sufficient
izttelleetYialeapaeltytolmTOgottfflaj*eMaster,8<iegreeiiipO3r<iiologjr«tIK!IJL,
to have earned the respeet of the p”~rchologf d™partsieBt aad to ala”™st e™mpl©ie
her doctorate. bad a”™parmtljr 3>lv#d aoat of h«r aataf# lijf. ulth iatalloetoaX
sopliistlcates, and araeixatieii paroTed to be an vxperijmm in astss IITIng that™
I iaagine, md)altoeai I"r to&en«gs# And during luir ensit«r ~sldaxiot 4<s
even more constantXjr on tho tailous ajAAtma she had bnm in th« liabit of msing.

His eoat«r bad coae to hOT own peeiillftr ot as
it had for so maj others, aad in last f«w dogrs of Hrurt Somitalii™ life
she wozked herself jLnto sobs piroXonged periods of paiiie* It all resulted in
th« f&et tliat she coi1idnft bring InirseXf to finish packl&g. And consequently
sh« c ttldaft bpijag herself to accepting the fact that sh« bad to g«t oa the
train. She finally had to be escorted domn by internal security, the chief
medical officer and the head of wallkre. Sh« arrived in & state of cowplete
Igrsteria™ andt instead of being pat into the public tipper in the ~
t© wldeh she had b«en assigned, sj36 ivas set donmia an empty ccapartaeut.

the things that seeaod to be bcth«ring her lest irsre the state In
she bad left h«p aparimzit md t"™e fact that she hadn*t finished padciag sons
TBIiiAbltt possessi/imse Hie wrloiui psopQla seirwadtijig her assured h«r tiiat
«voz7thiBg would b« pftdced and smt oa to hOr» Bat X do»*t set™ose that she
heard meh of iniftt vas said*

weiliSum rtadtocNi.s™MA grafi»s<HEB Botlcois that &3ko adght

try to oo»dt and X mis eonnissiomNi ta vateh or«r her* k% th&t point
w rte la™o ™0 &m of regialatloiis« He® paldJbMii condnetor agro™d tbst

Koko vaa in i» ecmditlon to be eoaflzied to «a upper, but m th« other hand he



eooldnvt agre« to her oeeu| riag coapartafflat 6, 'rtildi had to bo re»«nr»d for
deadhead ervma and eonduetors pideed np along tli* vaj* UtmOrwerf he did agr«6
to let loko aa dravingreos Sn tlie tourist pollaazi. But that vas
easiftr said tten done. K«k© had stlffxn«d lot© isaobillty, and sh« o0&oldBH
be ooa”inced 17at she bad to go lata Vb &«xt ear. So one of tli« r«li oatl<m

staff amib”rs, tlio had aiTAngod for h«r ns« of tk® dxwdjigrooK” lifted J»r

f~o» the s.at, fltmg an a» ea of UO? &m pi d tmadQ™d Iwr iato
the ncoct ear as thcmgti she were raw sort rag doll. 3toepe she cMIApsed
1st© a sebbiBg a”ndltiosi. FortuaftteSy th# Ineidexit escaped tI™i 00tic#
of Bout of th« passengers.

Many of the berths in the two pollaans had be«n made up before ihe train
palled into the depots so the eraaie«s, as thejr g™t m boards iwtediateljr begui
stovlag their p 88es8loisB in the space allotted And la o tL»» tbe sarrov,
dimX]j Aislos v«re erov<led Wk figures tzylng to climb into an upper or
reaebing into a lover» Prettgr soon the odor food replaced the faEilisr
sssll of a fresbl”r tidied taratn» «s kids started to pe«l oranges, fliose o0s«
bdrth were not rea™jr £ , then sat qiildtlj and 1lttla i th ctlon
seats, as thOag® *Ue7 had bMi told to* Mag of them w»re eSd Iss#!™ and X
gaess they vere quieted lay the realisation tbat they were finally l«aTing tli
effiater.

Is &way the loading was a ai™ple, aBdaanical procedure. Svwiyone had
space assured hia. STeryone”™ baggage was mzlced with name and <testlxiAtiozi.

7«t it «a8nft simple at all. Up the 11111 were the barradcs”™ darkened and
surroiziKied bgr piles oif discarded this eilosed school buildings thft
elosed cfaDirches, U*3.0.s, Is, fish markets, eaat«ens, bazber shops, aovie houses,
soat of themirlth broken «Indovs. Qardens were foil of s«€ds and

Tegetablss that had frozen la the first oold« “iat whs Heart Scmntaln in Ita

dotise, aad the people sitting qiiietlj in the train ere those vfao had staged

tbroii™i to the end.



The kids mre alaost the aaly ones didn*t st™r la tralaa one*
they had gotten m board, and soa”™ ov th«y pr Tid«d th« «nly sense of adrontar*
la egoing out% Eren thou there vas no one beMsd the fenee, that rked th.
boundaiy of the project, to 810t goodly to, as there bad be«n in the early*
days of special trains.

As the time for ths trains departure drew near, the poroject director
and irsriems raaftinlng mswbws &t reXoc&tNi> welfl&re™ hospit&L and 1168x
sections came donn to watch rnd aaj fo sone, | suppose, it was a job
finally finished, aad to be forgotten after a nblle ifean the iaolaticm of the
center was re*Laeed Igr the less prisiti'V® existence ef ~onislde8; tb others
it itas the official esd of their partidpatloa in & psrogx«ai of pecaliar dbAUangv
and filled perhaps with realizations of IHAf8 Isadequaeles *8 & gorernBmt ag«ncgr
to aalra up for taco or three ars of distorted XiTisig.

Ihe taraln finally endtted imw™roos st4Husgr naimin of .d.psurlure, and in <
few niimtes evmiytme belimgdd on bo&rd vas on board* the appcKintad staff
stood bm Ttlj in the eold vliid™ vaiting not so pitieiitljr* At tii« pointy probably”™
when th<qr th« r ecraXda’t atand It as raoi'ey the traia Jiu“ced into aotio&9
and ve 810wly polled aiiaj trom the depots 10aTing Ifeart Vountai& to the volten
and the fate of surplus property disposal*

Before turning in for the night X went baedc into the next pulliian to see
how Koko ir&s doing. Some voices greeted ne by name as | studied along, and |
felt like a coadbin&tion of a gr«y lady and a connaclor oa a sonaar camp train.

Koko9 Ir this ti»ef liad recovered aom of her composure. She «as unpadciag »

— | |
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better* Then ato looked «p at sude™d in all th« air her lu&gs comld ttkm
and let it oat slowly vith ~ilsperod horron bat 07 s, th«rare s 89011

Asd th«3



The next source of worry Wwes her portable typewriters seemed to b*
neither in the drawingrooa nor «agrvhere el”™ on the train. With the persistedqr
of one-track thinking Soko kept repeating that she must b&Te her t~rpevriter, that
she cooldnl get another oae, Ajfter X bad assured her for the fourth tine
when im readied Montana”™ tiie follofirizig morning | nauld ~re bade to
Heart Moiantaln to hare the typewriter sent on to her in Los Angeles, she se«Bed
sonewhat calsed. And *Uiat karlzig been taken care off X gyiessed that she nas
about esiiatisted, so | left her to whatever sleep she ccmld salvage. Gi the mgr
back to vY¥ b~*th I met the pollasn porter tho had nade up Koko*s dr«»ingr &m
He seensd to need a little reassurance that she would do nothing drastic with
her life on this earth. So I ga™s it to himf and h« shook bis black bead saying,
poor folks, treated is way*

gemdasr laomisg came dear &d sunsbiney &s irore erawling slcnrly aeaross
the continental diTide, vith tiro engines polling us oautlonslj around the skinny™
hairpin turns* W were due la &t Butts about 8:30" aad there nas & good cbtmee
that we would be delayed approziiaatel™ ten hours. Asl 1 in kQ berth watehiag
the dianging sweeps of great snow-covered stoimtains peppered with deep green
pines, the rest of the pullaan began to stir* Across tho aisle a babj cried,
and some youngsters chattered. Then | heard Mgzs. Tamagiachi hush thesi with”™
8hshsh 7* *11 vake Mrs* Barsbay.

Ife rosiblcKi into Btttte a little late>and | gaess the un&ccustoasd lateness
of breakfast hovor had hit may of the ret“raess™ because they were swé&ruing
toward 1Me station restaurant in no time, | diecked with the pallwan eondmetor
and learned that the ten hour del"gr v&s certain. We b&d to valt for a train dae
in Butte about 7:50 in the evening, because the railroad dzdn*t want a speeial
train preceding a regular one. then | looked in on Kdco. She appeared to bm
sleeping peacefully, so | felt free to go off to breakfast™ after wiring H«art

Mountain about Kokofs tsrpevriter.



Butte, | was told, had nstgjaan$ so | was a bit apprahsasiTa about th«
reo«ptlon rvac”ees might get either 1b the restaurant or up in town. But breakfast
passed without Inddfintf and ttw little Iss«i dia™bed up on the couater stools
and ate their bot cakes eoatantedly= While | was drickiag vj coff«e the
Xanagls case in. Keos is a talX9 lean HamUtta Hisei, idio had do& Heart
Ifountalxi mich service Igy acting as Bad Gross reprttsentattTe* He and fals wisp
ot &irlfe were g&ing back to I™nFftli™ and thfl™ wnre happ r aboisrt I1t« Ve docldod
to neet later for aa e~rXj afikn»>on B Tle«™|i

| Badr om tbe tzmiQ tii older people smd tlie veiy aaAll eh!X4r«n bad stai™™d
to consol sons of the food th”jr bad broiight «Ith thes* Berths vars not turasd
bade iato d&Ttise 8«ats# so the pe |de sat cross-legged on the b«ds and used
th«a for tables* la the thr«e eoad”s breakf&at vas «&der vaj too, vith th«
ivater jugs in «rldttlieet despite the fullaftss of th« timing nmt«r coolers. Sine*
we did&*t pldk up a dla”*r mntiX 'lie reached Salt Zake Cx®60 an lloiKlay afternoon,
the entiro train aoo& shoved the results of a plenie three tlaes a da™. B&V mi
porters were very con»id»rat«i they aade periodic tours throng tiie entire train <
and disposed ot excess dobris.

Before keeping  180vi« date with the Xanagls | visited Koko* She was up
and about and getting r«ady to brave th* public «ye, vas quite reliered
vhen X toXd her th&'t | bad wirtsd Heart Mb/ntaln about her t“rpewrltex*9 Imt aoM
stIX 1 was szprossiiig hoxxor over hex* swollea «grd8# X suspect ahe bad been erylag
part of the night» | asked her to eons vIHi us to the but she still
eouldn,t bear the thoa”it of so sany people losing at her.

It torned out that there werm*t angr Migna in the busineas auction of
Butto, though & few satiTes stared as we walked along the streets. For m It
ms good to seo tso people the simple pleasure of suddenly deciding to
vaiKi#r Into a 8tors and a doson Grangers* ffe ran iB'to a Tear pass™Migffirs

on tha I~ se, aa4 tho™ loolced & llttl# like scopMtr caapars tm & Bhopplag trip.



onlj slg&ifleant note abcmt the bot!« vas th« nevsresl Ha %aecoapMiied
it. Ore of the seqtianees showed a trainload of Qeroan evacuees going hose,.
People were cramiffisd Bvem to the cmtside of the c™mpartoents, idiic™ on the older
European trains”™ are entered directly fro& the station platforms. Ibey hung on as
though they were hitchdjig & ride” 'Pdiidi tliay probably were. Appftr«atly the
contz”st to our coaparative”™ luxurious occurred to the lianagls too#]|
because | heard Keen saj to his mite, Xook h<m the/'re going hoas.

Upon ovT z”eixira to the train | was cooft'oated with one of the Ineritablt
problems. Someone had lost the portion of his ticket that wemld take Mm from
Butte to Los Angeles, and4 unfortxmately, it had been issued to co'ver passage
for his vhole fasdil™: t«o full-fare children and one halfaree Iq cold casix
that amounted to about a hundbred dollar8> coa”™ travel”™ vhicih be didnft have.

The Onioo Paelfle ticket agent was vezy synspathetie™ but she eooldnfi® vithoat
Yritten or telegr&”ied authorizaticm from 19HA carry the fasilj on faith* ind
It was too late to get It« le finally bit on a compromise | gay© her one of

transportation requests for a new set of tickets* finance please notej7

— — | | — | | — | ||
— — — —
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sappers were yezy atsiospberic, bxit that dLdnft cbange the excellent quality of
th« tlapanese food ~ich the Xanagis tnTIt™. ne to share.

Etog tlie raost tedious delay bas to end soio« tise5 and oor stay in Butte
did. Hhen ve finally got ttnder nay, it was vith the profoimd hope that ~Teiycmd
bad returned to hood base and s on boarde Die nelco svay of our ixrogreas
in the darkness sent almost everyone to sle«p ear3j.

Monday pz>3Ted to be a day for a sinor eonting«%C3» Wen ve palled into

r Lo . . or

ire 9re b<nd for San Francisco and they had to hitch us onto taraia



going there. Bat vhen it tornod out that ve were d«stiiied for 1108 Angeles™ thi&y
had to gi*?e us to a section of the Ohalleiiger as far as Salt Lake City9 wher#
we would pldc up our own onn«. le

% at seetlon of tha Obal3jmg” G&rtded a dladr# X foynd out vhen we ««r«
throe~gMiarte7s of an %nr trtssL Salt Xi8ce Oitj* So X vest ahead to ask if sons
of the eracuee8 od™ld be served”™ Sis steward was & little startled to leam p
what sinner of passengers had been attached to the train» bat he seeded willlag
to serre as mmy™ as he taught ooold be haadled™ ALch v«s four, 1 told thftt
to Mrs« lamaguxdii™ MO vas leading the spearhead for breakfast, but she backed
down at the prospect of going into the din€ >nith Jm«t her three oldest diilldr«a*
At least | suspect that night baye been the reason for her decision to wait.

I felt a little guilt/ about taking advantage of the diner, but | ended
up feeling a littde less guilty* lifMle I w&s drioking coffee the steward
came over to ask ne about ~thcrme Japs on tha train.H Baling cringed at th«
word Naps™ | wnoringed and gave hia ly best brief MA.lectur#* Before he
bad a chance to question furrier, he vas called to total &bill* Ilhexk tbft
p®RopXO© ‘WA i ivhost X vsis oode lth# €UIBe&it8i.o™ aapad al ™ 1Args
woman.  Sh» was one of those vbo belong la the categoiry of th« ignorant™ so !
proceeded to giv© her * kindly lecture, | finished she said, but thus# |
bdys in the ariy aren*t 1llte these pe {de «ii0o have been released* That called
for & qaidc recitation of hew many boys had volaiiteered from and had been vy il
drafted fro® centers, hom many had been killed and vounded, and that these peopl®
on the train, and others still in irelocatloii centerw ere the families of tbose
boys* Her whole line of questioning made it painfuUj clear that while the
jurispsnidence of this country is "innocent until proven guilty**, it never
occurred to many people that ttae American Japanese live h«re uoder that law,
and evacuation aggravated tb&t ignorance.

Sax*t City v&s our IAS't major stop, and &> dragged 011 foir two h(iur8«



-10 =

Bat by this ti»e may of the 016»r Issei had worked up enou”™i oom*age to get oat
ot train and narulsr about tbe statioo* 3hey foXXewed the usual tourist habit
af£ baying the postcards with little bags of salt attached. Howerer, their smAlX
slightly htmchad aad shuffling figures were pretty imcii loat in the spaciou”ess
of the station. Among ths shoppers was &ako, half decided finally that she
could venture into the pablie eye*

le polled out of Salt Lajex Qtty vith our newlj acquired diner early ia
the afternoon. Soae three r foir hours before diimer strstdied ahead* and this
g&Te tee the first chance to spend tise in the coaches* Kean Tanagl was
quartered there”™ though his vife had pallman space because of pregnancgr*
three of us sat aaddst the bagg&ges and the food and talked. ETacufttloB «yentoal3jr
18ved into o\ar ras™liogs, and | a”ced the lanagis how they felt about it now
that the™r vere going back* didn't saj it in exactly these vordSy but th”r

seaxrt that dvacimtlon probabl/ KDuld alirajrs remain as & kind of de.p, moral hurt.

rrrr. . Irr

assembljr center and tiieir subsequent arrlral into the barren dlsorganis&ti.on of
Heart MoantalQ w ill never isake very ple&sant fireside conversation.

As W@ talked X found ourself going Into a aiood of self-exaalnatlon9 and 1
vemdered if, had 1 been t™re&ted sisilarly, woald X be as eali3l7 retrospsctiTa.
| felt rather vagaolj at the tiae that | vooldn*t ftnd consequently |
that there was someUiing alien in the placidity being expressed* Kotr that I
bave been at Lake for & nonth | begin to understand wy okqg baffl*aent*
I't isnft because”™ since I*Te been here, I've ran into any articulate explanation
of renunciation as an act of resentmant by a remindant, one day aom»on!9
kere will do it willfully* But somehow the reimndants are a lot more real as
indirlduaXs reacting in the circiimstance of evacuation than the Tan&gis, and the
iroqy of it is tbat the Xanagls are better off for haring less rebellious

tendencies.
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Manj of the other coach passengers slept the aftemooB As |
looked around Xisished that | «er« either an artist or c&oerain&n. Just across |
the aisle ms a n sleeping upright* Hee work”scar™d thickness of his hand#,
the sgNi&re stoltdness of bis face with its almost br TO yellcamess told of his]”
long years of hard and intenslTe fazmiag. Etki his sleeping was the habitual
sleep of &vorker the rest of aiieep weariness”™ the kind that is laotionless*
His arms dangled at his sides in a strange™ useless ssanner, sgnsboli®ing somehow
the accwil&ted fears £ getting started again after three fears < idlenesse

On another pair of seats facing eac™ other nas a group of four youngsters™

boys about seven, ei t, t and twelve* mey were curl™l up against each oth«r

n.— —

And near us on another pair of facing seats Ims a little old Isael ooupLe
2 had seen first night at Heart Moimtain, "naat time thej had been stanc™Lng

behind the wir# fence at the depot huddled together silently aod watdilng others

Ad so the tirain runbled on thrcmgh the kbaki colored”™ sage brush
spedeled country, stopping every now and then for whatever mysterious reasons
a train stopse NN

Late In the afternoon one of the dliNjig car waiters eoaibed the co&chM
and palXiifina to armonnee I ha4 taiJked te the steward earlier and asked |
him how many he was preparing foar. About & Imndred,, he said. Bat the response |
was slow in coadng5 and it looked for a while as t"e actiial nmber of
guests would fall ikr short of the stewards estimate. H®wandered oyer to th«
table at which Yanagis and | sat and said philosophically™ oh well, Its
better to hare too mudi than too little. And be drank a cap of coffee with us«

But shortly thereafter a small trickle of dix”rs started. Probably word had
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eoae £t&tha t'sa>utsf that It vas all rlI™it to ose the diner. Hth a great
deal of caution little fandly groups began to appear at the entrance to the
diner, the childr™i leading the way. A the steward and the waiters did an
especially eourfceotis f seating every and taking; pains to get o?*ders
from the shy lips of the children* Ibere was isuch grave consultation as th«

kids tried to translate chicken pie into Japanese for the edification of the

Issei parents* - 1 n

All in aXX it was a ple&sant seal, and we drank nmerous <nps of coffee
in order to store casmll™r vach the process* It was good to see thess people
being served at a table covered ulth a wMte cloth, even thou”i isost of them
probably had never eaten in a diner before evacuation, ‘'ihe steward remarked
to ne later that the waiters had been glyen far above the average amoont of tips*

By the time dinner nas over it bad groim dark, and unfortunatal™ the
li™ ts in idie train were still behaving Tery eraticsally. Srer”r tiioe vd slaved
down they diisned into a delicate yellow, ifelcU was ixritatliiglLy often* Tbi«
prevented ai”r consistent reading, and most people tmied in ear™-* | went
bade into Ollaan to ssgt heUo to ICofco, but she was sleeping. Qo ny i*etum
to pwlliaan 11 | mt the pollaan portar yAio tended Koko, and he asked hew sh«
isas feeling. That question provided a good opening w®4ge for a ccanrersatioB, |
and | learned ti«it the porter bad been graduated ft?oa Fisk University and uas
quite aware of evacuation and the subsequent tpoat™nt of the evacuees.
Curiously enough his attitude was that of syiapatby for a Bduority group giwn |
an even more shabls™ 1«1 brusfe-off than that traditionally handed his cum
peojxLe. He wanted to know niiether the Japanese had any ©rganiaaition like the
national Association for the Advanceawnt of Colored People, and | told hlai®
about the JACL, though | did point out -that it m,s a lot younger tha» NAACP
end consequent™- a lot les3 experienced and effective politically. Then he
had to answer a bell call, but before be didi he sfoook his black head as he had

and maid* Cli tlifigr sure. > a cBUrly. dRa3»M
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Breakfast Tliesdaj j&ornlng was a busy session in the dlser™ as fanllj
groups trouped in with madi B~re confidence than they bad for dinner last night*
the train ivas cutting through tlie last of the Sierra Herada passes before
N
N
began to take turns in the dressing rooms to change into city clothes* In
short order the ooi™ortabX« tmyeXing outfits had been replaced by suits and
dresses never seen at the eerrter eacc«pt orj special oeeasions* Every kid with
braids was being pg-braided, and across th« aisle little Jimo”™ Tauiaguchi was
being laced Ms blue serge sailor s\3di**then vent arotu”
collecting eartone and paper bags of l«ft-over food. Hairked luggage iras eazri«d
out to the ecids of the cars, and pretty soon everyfeo<fy settled dcam iM th«
made neatness to wateh the next few h&srs aLip by.
¥ train practically eradeled irtth anticipaticm. People liho heH
along looked out of the wihdOna sort of absent-mindedly now literal” began
to sit up to b© absolataly r*dy to pounc« <m the first familiar ple”
of sceaeiy. W5 fisal3” tillsted omt of tbe Sierxm Newd&s and into the ~
Joaqula Valley= Wb swept by the first pal» trees, the first orange and
groves™ the first green fields* Mrs* Tamgadil uppArentXy was the soat botaaado»l
Bdnded passenger in puHaftn 11, As soon &s saw th« first 1 n gro
turned t» ne and explained excdtadly t™at lemon trees ifere the only citrus troes
that bore blossoms and firalt at the sas» tirae* Her obvious d elict at N
first glimpses of Californians fertility oau”it the imagination of h«r oan
[ - - m E = =
| - . r | | |
was we were gping by Bthat** too quidcl™r for I»r to answer all the questions*
H ne these youngsters sounded & little like city 8l«m children seeing a cow in

pasture for th« jfir3t ti»e.
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As we drev closer to the oltjr Halts of Los Angeles™ and the -various
mniclp&| landmarks became dear™ even the parents of tiie children surropndifig
Ifrs* Tamagudii vied with each other in the identlilcation of dty structuresg
the city hall, the samicipal court. As we passed a neat-loc”icig Federal housing
project wondered if that vaMild be one to Yd\d% the r Blight be assigned*
liteir reactions were not unlike those i refa8>er hsaxing on a ship pulling into

the Hex Xork Barbor™ Some™ow® in the bzdef islimtes of arriTal, Moing backO
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wWYs & genvdnely bjpg™ sen”&tion, and the fears of adj
mtemporari™ wiped oat .

ike 1111a 11j creaked into the new Xos Angeles st&tlon and alongside our
aedignatdd platform* As soon &s ire 8 “ped one of the HEA dical social voider
fz‘om kos AngfiX&s distinct office came dating into our poXlao&™ took one
look at m and said”™ are you Miss Scott? Well™ nheze is Miss Scotty sMie contlixtwd?
Back in Heart 1&mtidn lajagiise, | answered* By that time the medical social
was quite agitated”™ because ishe wanted to k8w who the stretcher cases
and |, not having been considered an official escort™ uasn*t erm told that ther#
were any stretcher cases on fcofird 11 @ ed that sojas tIBie After we left Heart
IS©imtain some one had fro there to the Los Angeles district office that

r I= er’ ses. 4 ,the train. ' 1)

Meanwhile the train was unloaded, and the returnees were gathering on the
platform, soia© of them being greeted by friends who had co»e to meet the train.
Ihil#,the search went bn for the two stret”™er cases the other eraciuees nho had
been assigned housing were instructed to form groape according to destination.
Santa Anat ¥i21013Ppiaona™ etc* Buses were waiting. Baggage trucks raaiiced vith
those destlnatlozis st&rt94 to </lieet tNe p3©per luggage aod pacdc&gos* It nas

all quite orderly, except tliat iii the bvtsile | lost ei t of the lanagls and:%

never did iiave & diance to mwish bon voyage to Hawvaiil.

NEveaituayjr the two stretdier cases did come to lights Ore was a paraOytle
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old and tlie otlir sls &  bh "ith & tiro old balaj* Neither of
aetiukUy r«gmir«d a atretd”er, hovvrer. Botb needed oal’™ a 'a”elehair. Mrs,
Oaaki sat <ma piece of faer luggage with her babj ia ~rms9 losing prettgr
vbite and weak, and waited for the wheelchair.

In less than an hour the platfozm Has eloared of all erld ces of the
eraeue« tzaln, and «rez7 aft was on th« vay to finding Kt the realities of
being back in a ~ncrttl eoffiae&ltgr* 1 e&ug™i one gllapso of %cko as sbe was
being piloted amgr to the ¥iaoaa hoaslng project. Her amlIf sli™ i flgore
was capped la a rmther Xoag™ loose gold-jellov eoat9 and ah« tr&iled the r«st
of the grcmp still moving like a rag 60119 accept that was walking.

I had miljr a daj and a balf la Los Angeles before going oa to
but I did nanage to spend part of tliat Haft at tlie WInozia projtfet. Bslen Srtl8,
ex Vanilngton office™ vas due mt there on YMarada”™ afternoon to see the newly

rrived v«IfAre oases, so | dr T« out vith h«r aad semeone else £rom th6 dlstrlet
office.

Wk got ther« jiist as people vere lining up in the baiXdlng established
as tiie lumsing o£fio»,

VInona is across tb« street from the Burbaak plant of tiie ljoddieed Aircraft
Corporatl < Its b&rradcs and trailers, asking about tuo hundred units, had
pororided siapla Heitor for X ekhe«d vorlcmrs. [¥meae«« Just ia trem Ifimsanar,
lolm r and Heart ttnmtain were streasdag into the housing office for space
assignauents. A Hohirer tsaei. acted as manager, and his assistant nm>3 a pret/r
ITisei girl Maa«mar.lh”™ needed help aolad”™ that the toee of us pttch«a
in to irrite apfplieatlons, take rent money, writ# receipts and hand out k~f8.

Most of the applicants tb&t afternoon and erening vere old Issei badieloriu
They stood in line quietly™ and the naked eellling llg”it sade the deep ereasas
in tywlr ikcea rren deeper. As thoir turns caae to band ormr rent mon&dy,

they counted with some diffioiltgr the crisp bills obviously gLr@n thea as grants
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vhen ihey left the centers* Since they paid a month's Tent in adwice, as well
as a depbslt, tIMit tiny nest egg was almost gone iramedlately. then they would
shuffle anay from the receipt desk, boding c®®!101IONsly to alref;allasiliar /z;n/(; 2"

liar ficasr'._._

It wasntt until shortly before the office ~osed timt | saw soiae of th«
Heart Motmtain people trtioK | had had as cases. | One was a woiaan mee0 had rid<l«a
with fil®in the sasae pulliaaa c&3r*fe laat.tiiae' X had seen her eh«'was "izi.'that
group of wonmen nho were trying to identify Los Angeles mmicipal buildings »~ *~
fro® the train nindows aad her face h«d be” slkuaiBg with exciteiaeiit* Oijly roaf
she was weary, and the excitement had be«n wiped off her face. Ihis was th®
reality of being bade* She had ocoree into tifee office to Had out about blaokets.

the last of the problems that ewming -wes -in' the person of Kdko™ r
{S"obia about Ilidng vIth people had Been reriT~d; b”e&use siie MEL be#n assigned
$paee in one of the barracks "with a few other wossen. She wanted a trailer for
herself. The housing manager was a little bowled orer by her*especially w»n
she turned on her char® and pleaded. He finally gave in, and dianged her
assignment, v Koko iiien | ek«d over in isy direction, sailed In a funny bri®it
»ort of way and valked out with ft tresendous™ tf pathetic, dignity to her ||
Bew-fbund solitad©.= * i nNonon

*he office shut its doors about 7:50, and th® li Bsiag asanager mas due
at:_a ng. ilkkd/ / ® sspx d'f p™MMng e 3 operati DU’
His His«i secretary said to kind of this is just like another centmf*

Meanwhile Helen Dsrls and the otfe”r dtlstsriijt office imid"stT went out on a

htmt for 9 m bread and apple butter fo*r the u»ss hall.l had decided to staj
aroundii | st<Kxl ouislde of this hotising office and looked at the thdiig ve caUjtd
housing*.

Kids played and yelled around in the shadows of the barrack®. L ittle old

Xsssi ladles shufn.9d across the slightly mudilj earth to the ladies* latrine or



the laundry. Passing automobiles cast brief seardslight arcs into the project.
Limits from the tmciirtained windows of the barradcs dormitories flowed into the
night. Then the "town aseeting™ gong started, and prett*r soon people went lay
twos and threes into the mess hall,l went in too and stood at tiie back of
the hall. But the meeting was being conducted in Japanese. A wosan walked tgr
to go out, and | asked her what the gist of the discussion was* Sbe saici
were, drawing tip . $Xate for .raess hall

ANy, was the trip and a aaiall part of the re-absorptiorv of the

evacu es into a "norieal eoKmmiity¥, or at east the beglrming of it.

Reports 331lvision, Washington /
November 15,1945



