


STATEMENT BY J . EDGAR HOOVER ON THE LOYALTY 
0F“ J APANESE AMERICANS

(Excerpts from testimony Before the House 
Appropriations Committee on the Department 

of J ustice appropriation B i l l )

1fWe have had practically no trouble with the J apanese in  
Hawaii. I  made the statement Before that there has Been no sabo�
tage or espionage committee in Hawaii, subsequent to Pearl Harbor. 
There was espionage committed pr ior to Pearl Harbor, but not by 
the J apanese population as such, but by espionage agents and con�
sular agents of the J apanese government.

ftI  want to mention b r iefly the work which the bureau has 
performed in the field  of enemy control.

*'Immediately following the incident at Pearl Harbor on 
December ��� 19̂ 1> we were called upon to effect the apprenhension 
of poten tially dangerous aliens enemies..................

"The action taken and the prompt manner in which i t  was 
taken, took out of circu lation  those individuals who might have 
been the nucleus of any espionage or sabotage rings of either 
J apanese, Germans, or I talian s in 'the United States.

*’I  think that is  the reason why we have had so l i t t l e  
trouble from subversive agents in this.country at the present 
time. Of course, we are constantly on the a ler t as to the ac�
t iv i t ies  of such groups that are s t i l l  in  the country in  the 
alien  enemy class.
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EXTRACTS FROM TESTIMONY OF J . EDGAR HOOVER

BEFORE THE SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE 

COMMITTEE OF APPROPRIATIONS

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

February 18, 1943

Mr. Hoovers "We have had practically no trouble with the J apanese in 
Hawaii* I  made the statement before that there has been 
no sabotage or espionage committed in Hawaii, subsequent 
to Pearl Harbor. There xvas espionage committed pr ior to 
Pearl Harbor, but not by the J apanese population as such, 
but by espionage agents end consular agents of the J apan�
ese Gove rnmentt."

Mr. Carter: "Of course, you have pretty well corralled the J apanese in
(C a l i f. ) th is country?"

Mr. Hoovers "Yes«"

Mr. Carters "I  understand that we have a good many of them in the Army.
This is not within your ju r isdiction , but do you know of 
any trouble that we have had with them?I1?

Hr. Hoover: "I have not heard of any. "

Immediately following the incident at Pearl Harbor on December 7, 
1941, we were called upon to effect the apprehension of poten tially dan�
gerous alien  enemies. I  have here for  the committee's information a ta�
bulation showing the number of alien  enemies who have been apprehended 
as of December 31, 1942, by n ation alities, and th eir  disposition . There 
was a total of 12,272.

Disposition of Alien  Enemies Apprehended as of December 31, 1942

J apan�
ese

Ger�
mans

Interned 2,712 1,522

Paroled 1,448 1,121

Released, repatriated 
or deceased

678 1,559

Dispositions pending 225 717

TOTAL 5,063 4,919

I ta l I  HungarI HumanI BulgarI
ians ians ians ians TOTAL

230 1 1 1 4,467

331 0 3 0 2,903

1,518 4 1 0 3,760

191 5 4 0 1,142

2,270 10 9 1 12,272



ABE J APANESE AMERICANS LOYAL

Statement "by:
Colonel Kendall J . F ielder 
Chief of M ilitary In telligen ce 
Hawaiian Department

(Excerpts from speech given at the U niversity of Hawaii 
Forum, March 19 3̂)

’’Without revealing secret m ilitary information, I  can say 
tru th fu lly that members of the J apanese race have themselves constI 
tuted our ch ief liaison  with the J apanese community and our most 
reliab le check on i ts  morale, i ts  needs and i ts  activit ies .

”How d ifferen tly a Himmler or a Rosenberg would have handledI 
th is delicate situation . Does anyone believe for  a. moment that any of 
the axis crowd would give one of enemy race a fa i r  chance to prove him�
self?  Yet thatrs what was done in HawaiiIIand so far  i t  has proved 
m i l i ta r i ly sound. That the situation  is working out well is  a tribu te 
not only to wise administration, but to tolerance on the part of the 
rest of our good Americans here. We have lived up to President 
Roosevelt’ s description of democratic peoples as ’men of good w i l l ’ .

”I t  would take much too long to t e l l  you of the many concrete 
ways in which many of these people who were put on the spot have proved 
th eir  love for  America and have helped solve an otherwise tick lish  
m ilitary problem here. For the information of a l l  who might be misled, 
there is none among us who has been led into th is policy out of a. 
mawkish sentimentality or gu l l ib i l i ty .  To us J apan and her people are 
a race of stubborn, hardy, despicable warrior zealots, who would stop 
a.t nothing to snuff out our l ives  and our way of l i fe .  Her army and 
navy must defin itely be crushed. The question of Americans of J apanese 
blood is far  d ifferen t. They are AmericansIIand u n til they prove (or 
show themselves dangerously capable of proving)IItra.iterous, they 

should be treated as Americans.”

(over)
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Statement by:
Elmer Davis
D irector of the O ffice of War Information

(Excerpts from a nationIwide radio broadcast on 

Apr il  23� 19 3̂.)

"The assassinations (of American flyers  by Tokyo) have had 
no effect in th is country except to produce u n iversally a grimmer 
determination to figh t through to complete victoryI I  a determination 
that seems to be fe l t  by American citizen s of a l l  sorts. Let me rea.d 
you some extracts from one newspaper ed itor ia lI I  *We know today the 
nature of the brutal enemy we face across the P acific, and th is know�
ledge should serve to in tensify our effor ts  to achieve a speedy and 
complete victory. The American people w i l l  not brook a negotiated 
end to th is war. There can be no peace with murderers. We must and 
w i l l  gain the unconditional surrender of our axis enemies. The enemy 
w i l l  give no quarter, and the salvation of our way of l i fe  rests on 
couplete and irrevocableI m ilitaryI 'victory’ .

"Those passages come from a Salt Lake newspaper called the 
P acific C itizen , the organ of the J apaneseIAmerican C itizen s’ League; 
and i t  shows that American citizen s of J apanese ancestry who have 
grown up in  th is country and absorbed the American fa ith  in  freedom 
and democracy feel  just the same about th is outrage as do a l l  other 
Americans citizen s. At Camp Shelby, in M ississippi, there are three 
thousand American soldiers of J apanese ancestry; and they turned out 
yesterday and put the better part of a month’s pay into war bonds, to 
show what they thought of th is performance in Tokyo. Thousands of 
other Americans of J apanese blood, from Hawaii and from the reloca.I 
tion  camps in  the west, are now being inducted into the armyII a l l  of 
them tested and known for  th eir  loyalty to th eir  country, and a l l  of 
them just as eager to avenge th is sort of behavior as are any other 
Americans."
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EXTRACTS FROM ADDRESS BY HON, J OSEPH C. GREW, FORMER AMBASSADOR 
TO J APAN, AT UNION COLLEGE, SCHENECTADY, NEW YORK, ON APRIL 26, 19 3̂

”We know, in  th is country, what persons of J apanese race, 
retain ing partIthe good partI of J apan’s wonderful cu lture, 
can perform. The Americans of J apanese or igin  are an invaluable 
element in  our population; I  welcome th eir  presence, and regret 
the h itter  necessity of imposing on a trustworthy and loyal ma�
jor ity of n isei the restrain ts which are made needful by the bad 
behavior and evi l  repute of a minority. There are among Ameri�
cans of J apanese race as fin e people I individu allyI  as you can 
fin d anywhere, and many of them are pecu liar ly anxious to repay 
America for  freedom by making especially arduous effor ts  in the 
prosecution of the war. I  welcome the policies of our govern�
ment which are designed to relieve the n isei of discriminatory 
restr iction s as rapidly and fa i r l y  as possible, and I  applaud 
the action of the Army in setting up fa c i l i t i es  whereby these 
Americans w i l l  be able to show the world what they are able to 
do.

’’These Americans of J apanese or igin  are to J apan what you 
and I  are to England, Scotland,Ireland, Germany, France and 
other European countries. They are Americans, but they are 
also the ’’cousins in the New World.” I  am proud of my transI 
A tlan tic cousins, and do not feel  myself to be any the less 
American for  that; and I  would respect any American of J apan�
ese descent who tr ied  to contribute to our common, free Ameri�
can l i fe  those especially good qu alities which he may have 
inherited from his tra.nsIPacific or igin . We in America are in 
a real sense the apostles of the fu tu re; we show the rest of 
mankind what men of diverse races and cultures can accomplish 
with a. common good w i l l .  We Americans, ' of a.11 races and creeds  ̂
figh t the evils  of despotic and selfish  militarism. There can 
be no compromise betwoen ourselves and the arrogant exclu sive�
ness of selfI s tyled  menIGods of J apanI no more than between 
ourselves and the selfI s tyled  Aryans of Germany. <Cn our warI 
against caste and pr ivi lege, wherever they may exist or occurI 
the contribution of Americans who are of J apanese descent is  of 
real value f i r s t ,  because they are l ivin g proof of our nonI 
ra.cial free unity; secondly because they make a valuable and 
wholesome contribution to the sum tota l  of our American 
c ivi l iza t ion ,”
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A* A ll your statements are true* Phil j but there ere a few things�

ehieh I  think you ")$*,1� know* The leave policies permit

people to relocate were cheeked with the Department of J ustice�

and Her Department before they were executed. These policies�

are in accordance with the directive in the Presidential Executive�

Order whioh created the agency and are aimed at bringing about�

the relocation into normal communities of the largest possible�

number of the evacuated people consistent with the national�

security*

Q. I believe we understand most of those things* Bob j but what I�

would like to know is who may make application for leave and�

how may they secure it?

A. I am glad you raised that question* Phil* because I believe many

of our listeners think we just turn the evacuees loose. This is not�

the case. Any resident ox■ ..a Relocation Center may apply for permission�

to leave the center; but permission is granted only i f  the following�

■conditions are met* (1) There is nothing in the record of the person�

to indicate that he wauld be dangerous bo sooiety or to the national�

security* (2) he has a place to go and means of supporting himself j�

(3) there is evidence that his presence in the community to îich�

he proposes to go would not cause a disturbance! and (4) the evacuee�

agrees to keep the TSar Relocation Authority informed of his address�

pt ’ at all .times*, v J pv J >> p'.y  ̂ '■
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J uly 1943

TEXT OF MUTE HOUSE STATEMENT

ON TREATMENT OF PERSONS OF J APANESE ANCESTRY

Following thé attack on Pearl Harbor, the Secretary of War, after  con�
su ltation with the commanding Général of the Western Defense Command, as 
well as other o ffic ia ls  and agencies of the Government, authorized the 
evacuation of citizens and aliens of J apanese descent from the West Coast 
areas, under the authority of executive order 9066. The objective ms to 
evacuate the entire J apanese population from a sensitive and threatened 
m ilitary area. I t  was a precautionary measure and carried no implications 
of individual d is loyalty.

The indications were, however, that there were a number of uniden�
t i fied  nersons of J apanese descent, both citizen  and alien , who, by reason 
of thoir attachment to J apan, constituted a potential threat to our sec�
u rity. The Army effected the or iginal moves in  connection with the evacu�
ation and set un the assembly centers into which the evacuees were fi r s t  
gathered.

A detailed reoort on the evacuation and the part played by the Army 
has been orepared b̂ r the commanding General, Western Defense Command. I t  
W ill shortly be made available to the President and the Congress.

The Army has not, however, attempted to deal with the problem of re�
location and resettlement of the evacuated people. Shortly after  the 
evacuation was decided upon, the War Relocation Authority was set up in 
order to relieve the Army of nonmilitary burdens and to assist the 
evacuees in reIestablishiner themselves away from the coastal zone.

The fi r s t  step was the establishment of widely separated inland 
points of 10 larI’e relocation centers which were bu ilt by the Army but 
have been managed from the beginning by the War Relocation Authority.

The great bulk of the evacuated people are s t i l l  l ivin g in these 
centers. They are quartered in barrackItype bu ildings of frame con�
struction, and take th eir  meals in mess halls, each accommodating up�
ward of 250 people. They are not allowed at any time to leavo tho 
center without a permit, and after  dark are restr icted to the limits of 
the barracks area.

Preservation of law and order within the centers is  a responsibility 
of the War Relocation Authority. However, ithe external boundaries of 
each project area are guarded by a detachment of m i l i ta ^ police, who 
are available for  duty within the center in the event of disorder. Thus 
far , they have been summoned to ouell a disturbance on only one occasion.



Evacuees at the centers are provided by the Government with food, 
housing and medical care. Schools are maintained for the children. A 
portion of the food is produced by the evacuees themselves on GovernmentI 
owned or GovernmentIleased land within the project area; some perishable 
commodities are purchased locally,' and practically a l l  other food is 

bought, through the quartermaster depots of the Army.

A l l  rationing restr iction s applicable to the civi l ian  population are 
s tr ic t ly  followed and two meatless days are observed each week. In  areas 
’.'here the local milk supplies are short, milk is provided only to small 
children, nursing or expectant mothers, and special dietary cases. Beef 
served at the centers is th ird grade and no fancy meats of any kind are 

furnished.

In general, the food is nourishing but defin itely below Army standard 
The cost of feeding at the centers over the past several months has ranged 

from 34 to 42 cents per person per day.

In order to hold down the costs of operating the centers, oho War 
Relocation Authority has u til ized  evacuee labor to the fu l les t possible 
extent in the production of foodstu ffs and the development of agricu ltu r�
al land, and in providing the necessary community services. Top positions 
in each line of work, however,are occupied by nonIJ apanese c iv i l  service 
employes. Those evacuees who work are paid at the rate of $12, $16 or 
$19 a month, and are provided, in addition, with clothing allowances for  

themselves and th eir  dependents.

The clothing allowances range from $24 a year for  small children in 
the southerly centers to $45 a year for  adults in centers w/here winters 
are severe. Approximately 90 per cent of the employable evacuees at the 
centers are engaged in some line of work at the present time.

The second step in the TIRA program for the evacuated people is to 
hole the loyal American citizen s and the lawIabiding aliens in  resettlin g 
outside the relocation  centers and away from the evacuated coastal zone. 
Present regulations provide that any resident of a center—citizen  or 
alien —may apply fo r 'permissi on to leave the center in order to take a 
job in  agricu ltu re or industry and establish residence in  a normal Amer�

ican community.

Before permission is granted, however, tne evacuee's background and 
record of behavior are carefu lly checked, and the attitude of the com�
munity toward receiving evacuees is ascertained.

The War Relocation Authority has acquired extensive information con�
cerning the past h istory, a ffi l ia tion s  and attitudes of evacuees past 
the age of 17 years. On the basis of these records, leave permits are 
granted. As a fu rther precaution, names of more than 85 per cent of 
the evacuees have been checked against "che records of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation  and these checks w i l l  be continued u ntil the l i s t  of 

adult evacuees has been completely covered.



I f  there is evidence from any source that the evacuees might endanger 
the internal security of the Nation or in terfere with the war effor t, per�
mission for  leave is denied.

In addition, there has been established a join t board, composed of re�
presentatives of the War and Navy departments and the War Relocation Auth�
or ity. This board maintains liaison  with the Fedora.! Bureau of Investiga�
tion . Approval of the board is reemired for evacuees who desire to work 
in war industries or wish to relocate from relocation  centers into the 
E asternImilitary area# Such approval is  given only after  a l l  pertinent 
information available from the coIoperating agencies has been examined and 
evaluated.

The War Relocation Authority is  now undertaking to segregate those 
evacuees whose loyalties l i e with J apan. Tho segregated group w i l l  be 
nuartered in  a center by themselves and w i l l  not be el igib le for  leave* 
Others, however, w i l l  continue to be el igib le for  leave and w i l l  be en�
couraged by the War Relocation Authority to take useful employment in 
normal communities outside the evacuated area.

The evacuation was the resu lt of m ilitary considerations, and deci�
sions of the War Department in the matter were based, and w i l l  continue 
to be based, only on such considerations. The or iginal restr ictions 
have been modified slimhtly, particu lar ly with respect to soldiers of 
J apanese ancestry in  the United States Army.

In a few mixedImarriage cases and in emergency situations, in di�
vidual permits to enter evacuated areas have been, and w i l l  continue 
to be, issued by the Commanding General of the Western Defense Command.

In  a l l  other respects the or iginal restr ictions remain in force.
There is  no present intention to alter  them, nor is any relaxation under 
c ont emp1at ion.

From the beginning, the War Department and the commanding General 
of the Western Defense Command have been in close and continuing con�
su ltation and agreement on a l l  matters relating to evacuation and 
security of the West Coast areas. The present restr iction s against 
persons of J apanese ancestry w i l l  remain in force as long as the 
m ilitary situation so reouires.

Pr ior to the outbreak of war there were a number of American c i t i �
zens of J apanese descent in the army. Since the outbreak, a combat 
team, of soldiers of J apanese ancestry has also been inducted from 
Hawaii and the mainland. These men in the combat team have been 
screened; they are a l l  citizens off the United States, and they have 
a l l  volunteered for  service. Thus far th eir  record has been excellen t.

Other American soldiers of J apanese descent have performed useful 
and hazardous services in connection with our operations in the Pacific 
and a number have already been decorated for meritous service. I t  is  
the policy of the War Department and the Amy in a l l  respects to accord 
American soldiers of J apanese ancestry the rights and pr ivileges of a l l  

other American soldiers.

A more complete report in  accordance with the terms of resolu tion 
166 vd ll  be prepared and w i l l  be made available shortly.



Statement "by D illon  S» Myor 
D irector, War Relocation Authority

Constitutional Principles Involved in  the Relocation Program

The évacuation and relocation  program raise important questions 
of constitu tionality# This is so because t ĉ t̂hirds of the persons of 
J apanese ancestry'evacuated from West Coast m ilitary areas are citizens of 
the United States, and the great majority of the rema'indar are lawIabiding 
aliens o

I t  is the position  of the War Relocation Authority that its  Leave 
Regulations are essential to the legal va l id ity of the evacuation and reloca�
tion  program« These Leave Regulations establish  a procedure under which the 
loyal citizens and lawIabiding aliens may leave a relocation  center to become 
reestablished in normal l i fe .

We believe, in the fi r s t  place, that the evacuation was within the 
constitu tional power of the National Government! The concentration of the 
J apaneseIAmericans along the West Coast, the danger of invasion of that Coast 
by J apan, the possibility, that an unknown and unrecognizable minority of them 
might have greater allegiance to J apan than to the United States, the fact that 
the J apaneseIAmericans were not wholly assimilated in  the general l i fe  of 
communities on the West Coast, and the danger of c iv i l  disturbance due to foar 
and misunderstanding—Iall there© facts, and related facts, created a situation 
which the National Government could, we believe, deal with by extraordinary 
.ja&asures in the in terest or m ilitary securityr The need for  speed created the 
unfortunate necessity for  evacuating the whole group instead of attempting to 
determine who were dangerous among them, so that only those might be evacuated. 
That same need made i t  impossible to hold adequate investigations or to grant 
hearings to the evacuees before evacuation*

When the evacuation was or igin ally determined upon, i t  was contemplated 
that the eyacuoes would be free immediately to go anywhere they wanted with in 
the United States so long as they remained outside of the evacuated area. 
Approximately 8,000 evacuees left  the evacuated area volu n tarily at that time, 
and 5,000 of theseI have never lived in relocation  centers# The decision to 
provide relocation  centers for  the evacuees was not made u&til some six weeks 
after  evacuation was decided upon, and was made largely because of a recognition 
of the danger that the hasty and unplanned resettlement of 112,000 people 
might create c i v i l  disorder*

Detention with in a relocation  center is not, therefore, a necessary part 
of the evacuation process# I t  is not intended to be more than a temporary stage 
in the process of relocatingIthe evacuees into new homes ana jobs.

#J547UJ0+� ��� 7J�$J#&�J$K



4

I 2 I

The detention or internment of citizens of the United States against 
whom'no charges of d is loyalty or subversiveness have been made, or can be 
made, for  longer than the minimum period necessary to screen the loyal from 
the disloyal, and to provide the necessary guidance for  relocation , is beyond 
the power of the War Relocation Authority« In the fi r s t  place, neither the 
Congress, in our Appropriation Acts or any other legis lation , nor the President, 
in the basic Executive Order No» 9^  ̂ under which I we are operating, has directed 
the War Relocation Authority to carry out such detention or internment* Second�
ly, lawyers w i l l  readily agree that an attempt to authorize such confinement 
would be very hard to reconcile with the constitu tional rights of citizen s.

The Leave Regulations of the War Relocation Authority, instead of pro�
viding for  such internment of loyal citizens or lawIabiding aliens, set up a 
procedure under which any evacuee may secure in defin ite leave from a relocation 
center i f  he can meet the following four conditions —

1. WRA must be satis fied  from its  investigation  — that there is no 
reason to believe issuance of leave to the particu lar evacuee w i l l  in terfere 
with the war program or endanger the public peace and security?

2. The individual must have a job or means of support;

3* Hie community to which the individual wishes to go must be one in 
which evacuees can relocate without public disturbance;

I���� The evacuee must agree to keep WRA notified of any change of address.

The War Relocation Authority is denying in defin ite leave to those 
evacuees who request repatriation  or expatriation to J apan or who have answered 
in the negative, or refused to answer at a l l ,  a direct question as to their  
loyalty to the United States, or against whom the In telligence agencies or WRA 
records supply direct evidence of d is loyalty or subversiveness. The great 
majority of the evacuees fa l l  into none of these classes, and are thus el igib le 
to leave under the Au thority's Regulations.

On J une 21, 19 3̂» the Supremo Court of the United States handed down its  
decision in  the case of Gordon E irabayashi v, United States. Hirabayashi had b P̂  
convicted of violatin g both the curfew orders and the evacuation orders appli�
cable to J apaneseIAmericanso The court held that the curfew was a valid 
exercise of the War Power« Although the question of the va l id ity of the evacu�
ation orders was d irectly presented to the Court in that case, the Court did 
not decide that question« There is evidence in the majority and concurring 
opinions of the Court in the Hirabayashi case that, although i t  found the cur�
few to be valid , i t  believed the evacuation orders present d i fficu lt  questions 
of constitu tional power, and detention within a relocation  center even more 
d i fficu lt  questions, Mr. J ustice Murphy, in his concurring opinion said con�
cerning the curfew orders : ”ln my opinion this goes to the very brink of 
constitu tional power,”

#J547UJ04J�$J#5�J�0



Mr* J ustice Douglas, in his concurring opinion said i ’’Detention for  reasonable 
cause is one thing« Detention on account of ancestry is another*••Obedience 
to the m ilitary orders is one thing* Whether an individual member of a group 
must be afforded at some stage an opportunity to show that, being loyal, he 
should be reclass ified  is a wholly d ifferen t question .. *But i f  i t  were plain 
that no machinery was available whereby the individual could demonstrate his 
loyalty as a citizen  in order to be reclass ified , questions of a more serious 
character would be presented# The United States, however, takes no such 
position*’1 The Chief J ustice, in the majority opinion, was carefu l to point 
out that the Court was lim itin g its  decision to the curfew orders and was not 
considering the evacuation orders or confinement in a relocation  center#

More than a year has passed since evacuation was begun* During this 
year we have, of course, had time to make necessary investigations and to begin 
the process of considering the evacuees on an individual basis# The Leave 
Regulations are intended to provide the due process and hearing which fa ir  
dealing, democratic procedures, and the American Constitution a l l  requ ire.

#�: * % �	 ifc »ft tic * + * ♦ * * * +

Presented before Cosbelle subIcommittee of House 
Committee on UnIAmerican A ctivities .

J u ly 7, 19IU3
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But this program was announced by WRA months ago. In tel l igen t determination 
of the loyalty of more than 100,000 people cannot be made in. a week or a 
month, and the �	� �� effor ts  to be fa i r ly  certain in i ts  actions is  commend�
able. The second recommendation of the majority is  that a new board be made 
up representing the WRA and therin telligence agencies of the government, to 
pass on applications for  release. But there has always been close coopera�
tion  between the War Relocation Authority and army and navy in telligen ce 
and the FBI. One more board is unnecessary and would simply divide respon�
s ib i l i ty .  The th ird and last recommendation favors a thoroughIgoing program 
of Americanization for  J apanese who remain in  the centers. Of course I  
favor that, ju st as I 'm against sin . Considering the magnitude of the job, 
the d i fficu lty  of the legal issues involved— that is , the constitu tion ality 
of confining citizen s not charged with any crime—and considering the 
complexity and delicacy of the problem of resettlin g such a large number 
of people in the midst of a war, the �	� has acted effic ien tly  and capably.
I  think i t  is  better to let  the �	� carry on, unhampered by unfair cr iticism .

— �O�—
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PORTION OF ADDRESS BY ATTORNEY GENERAL FRANCIS BIDDLE BEFORE THE 
WEST VIRGINIA BAR ASSOCIATION, OCTOBER 9, 1943

One of the most d i fficu lt  and delicate problems presented by the war 
is  that presented by the situation  of American citizens of J apanese descent. 
Over 100,000 persons have been evacuted by the m ilitary au thorities from 
the West Coast to relocation  centers established by the War Relocation 
Authority. Roughly twoIthirds of these people are American citizen s by rea�
son of th eir  birth  within the United States. The remaining oneIthird are 
aliens not considered su ffic ien tly dangerous to be interned as enemy aliens 
under the procedure established for  that purpose.

I  suppose that no group in the h istory of the country has ever been 
confronted with the degree of antipathy vis ited  upon these J apaneseIIin 
terms which draw l i t t l e  distinction  between citizens and aliens or between 
those who are loyal and disloyal to the United States.

The fi r s t  problem confronted by the Government was to provide a sanc�
tuary for  a l l  evacuees, citizen  and alien  alik e, establish ing so far  as 
possible under such adverse circumstances the conditions of c ivi l ized  l i fe .  
Once th is was accomplished, the problem was to distingu ish so far  as prac�
ticable between the loyal and the dis loyal, segregrating the disloyal in 
separate centers. This program has been under development for  a long time 
and is  now well under way. F in ally, the problem is to assist the loyal 
J apanese, and especially those of United States citizensh ip, to accommodate 
themselves to the exceptional sacr ifice exacted by conditions of war and 
to help them to reIestablish  themselves outside the centers in  places where 
they may gain understanding and sympathetic acceptance.

Theoretically persons at relocation  centers are not interned; subject 
to prescribed regu lations, loyal citizen s and lawIabiding aliens may apply 
for  temporary or in defin ite leave. The theory of the relocation  program is 
that i t  is  designed to assist rather than to restr ict reIestablishment in 
normal l i fe .  So far  as J apanese citizens of the United States are con�
cerned, th is theoretical basis of the program is  probably essential to 
sustain i ts  va l id ity. Detention of citizen s on the sole ground of th eir  
race for  a longer period than is  necessary to separate the loyal from the 
disloyal ana to fa c i l i ta te reIsettlement in new communities is  d i fficu lt  
to reconcile with the constitu tional r ights of citizen s. The War Reloca�
tion  Authority strongly pressed as i t  is  to intern a l l  persons of J apanese 
descent for  the duration of the war, has no such power under the President’ s 
Executive Order, under which the Authority was set up. There are, moreover, 
strong indications in the decision of the Supreme Court in the Hirabayashi 
case that nonsuch authority could constitu tionally be conferred. The only 
question decided by the Court, as the opinion of the Chief J ustice makes 
clear, was the va l id ity of the curfew orders applied by the m ilitary author�
i t ies  pr ior to the evacuation of a l l  J apanese on the West Coast. The Court 
did not consider the va l id ity of the evacuation orders and certain ly not 
the more d i fficu lt  problem of detention. But even the curfew order was 
said by Mr. J ustice Murphy in  his concurring opinion to go ”to the very 
brink of constitu tional power.” And Mr. J ustice Douglas, speaking in 
passing of the problem of detention, was carfu l to observe: "Detention 
for  reasonable cause is one thing. Detention on account of ancestry is 
another."



Excerpts from an address "by the Honorable J oseph C. Grew, Special Asst, to the 
Secretary of State, at the annual banquet of the Holland Society of New York,

New York C ity November 18, 19 3̂.

One of the proudest achievements of our country is our assimilation of 
many d ifferen t races within our borders. We take w ellI ju s tified  pride in  the 
term "melting pot’* as applied to our nation. The existence and purpose and 
membership of the Holland Society are a l ivin g testimonial to that great prin �
cip le, and i t  is  especially in teresting to note that even three centuries ago, 
when the Dutch West India Company had extended to a l l  fr ien dly European coun�
tr ies  the pr ivilege of trading with the then province of New Amsterdam, the 
town of New Amsterdam rapidly assumed the cosmopolitan character for  which i t  
has ever since been noted and that according to contemporary reports, eighteen 
languages were spoken among i ts  ��� or 500 inhabitants in 16 3̂.

The point I  wish to make is  th is . In time of war, blind prejudice is  
always rampant. In the last war I  remember that even loyal Americans with Ger�
man names were a l l  too often  looked at askance. That bigotry fortu nately does 
not exist today, but i t  does exist today among a large proportion of our fellow 
countrymen with regard to American citizen s of J apanese descent. In fact many, 
perhaps most, of our compatriots refer  to those fellowIcitizen s of our quite 
indiscriminately as "J aps". In reading the many letters  I  receive from a l l  
over the country on that subject I  very seldom know whether the writer is  r efer �
ring to Americans or to outright enemy aliens. There is , or should be, a great 
difference there.

In time of war, especially, we must take every proper step to protect our 
country from h ostile acts, especially from espionage or sabotage within our 
gates. We have competent o ffi c i a l  au thorities to attend to that consideration, 
and they are attending to i t ,  constantly and effectively. I  do know that lik e 
the Americans of German descent, the overwhelming majority of American of 
J apanese or igin  wish to be and are wholly loyal to the United States, and not 
only that, but they wish to prove that loyalty in service to th eir  native land. 
Reiman Morin, of the Associated Press, reports from the F ifth  Army in I ta ly 
that the fi r s t  unit of AmericanIborn J apanese troops went in to combat smiling 
with satisfaction  as i f  they were going to a baseball gameI th eir  motto is  
"Remember Pearl Harbor", and th eir  commander said that he wouldn't trade his 
command for  any other in the Army. Their officer s , said Morin, are unanimously 
enthusiastic about the qu ality and sp ir i t of those men and said they never had 
seen any troops train  harder and more assiduously and never had any doubt as 
to what to expect of them in combat. A German prisoner was brought past th eir  
encampment one day; he gaped with surprise when he saw th eir  faces and asked 
i f  they were J apanese. An in terpreter explained that they were Americans of 
J apanese parentage. The German shook his head in wonder and said: "Ach: th at’s 
American." There are camps in our country today engaged exclu sively in  train �
ing these men for  m ilitary service. I  have met and talked to them. Their 
officer s  are proud of th eir  charges.

What I  wish to say is  merely th is . Those Americans of J apanese descent 
have grown up in our country, in our democratic atmosphere. Most of them have 
never known anything else. Among those few who have been to J apan, most of 
them could not stand the l i fe  there and soon returned to the United States.
The overwhelming majority of those men want to be loyal to us, and, perhaps 
su rprisingly, the few who don’t want to be loyal to U3 often say so openly.
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 ̂ X̂J ê artirsnt of the In ter ior  
War Relocation Authority 
U61 Market Street 
San Francisco>5 , C aliforn ia

ADDRESS BY ROBERT B. COZZENS, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, WRA 
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIAIARIZONA METHODIST CONFERENCE 

FIRST METHODIST CHURCH, PASADENA . ��� ! p.m. J une 2"#�$%��

i

Members of the Conference, Ladies and Gentlemen:

The subject matter selected for  me to discuss here th is a fter �
noon is  probably the most important human problem faced by the 
American people since.the abolition  of slavery.

"When w i l l  the J apaneseIAmerican evacuees return to the West 

Coa.st?" is  the subject.

I t  is  assumed tha.t as assistant director of the War Relocation 
Authority I  should have the answer.

To begin with, I  want to settle a matter of ju r isdiction  that 
is  not clear ly understood. The powers of the War Relocation Authority 
a.re defined up to a. point where they might invade theI duties and r e�
spon sib ilities of the m ilitary. The m ilitary is  in charge of our 
security and in  times of war th is has to be recognized. I t  must be 
recognized that ten m illion  Americans have gone forth  from th eir  
fires ides and comforts to figh t and die for  those of us who remain 
behind. The yardstick of peacetime can not be used for  measuring 

American r ights in war time.

From reading some of the antagonistic press one might easily 
assume that WRA can at i ts  own whim permit the return of the evacuees. 
But the return of the evacuees to the West Coast is not a WRA res�

pon sib ility at th is time.

To begin with, a Presidentia.l Executive Order gave the Western 
Defense Command the r igh t to determine what i t  considered the best 
program for  the safety and security of the West Coast.

The Western Defense Command decided II  after  we had been at war 
with J apan for  four months II that the presence of 112,000 J apaneseI 
Americans and J apanese aliens was a hazard to West Coast security.

I t  was said at the time that the evacuation of the J apaneseI 
Americans and J apanese aliens would protect these people from any 

evi l  effects  of war hysteria.

The Western Defense Command, under L t. General J ohn L. DeWitt, 
ordered the evacuation, set up centers in th is State and moved the
112,000 into these centers. From the fi r s t  camps they were moved to 
Relocation Centers. II10 in a l l  at the. time II  and then the c ivi l ian  
authority — the War Relocation Authority IIwas placed•in charge of 

them.

The movement of these people from the West Coast was II  and is I I



I2I

a m ilitary respon sib ility. The M ilitary, by proclamation, established 
an area extending down the West Coast and including a l l  of C aliforn ia 
as well as part of Arizona. These people, citizens and aliens alik e, 
were excluded from th is area. And that m ilitary exclusion s t i l l  exists, 
except where the M ilitary decides in individual cases that some may 
return. No J apaneseIAmerican is  permitted to return to th is area ex�
cept with fu l l  m ilitary approval. The m ilitary zones s t i l l  stand as 
ordered and when they w i l l  be rescinded, we do not know 1

4

There have been a number of persore permitted by the M ilitary to 
return. Now and then some persons in our Relocation Centers are given 
such m ilitary clearance and you can be assured that when they are 
given th is clearance, the Army has fu l l  confidence in th eir  loyalty.

During the past week a J apanes©IAmerican, his wife and two ch il�
dren were taken frccietRelocation Center by the M ilitary and returned to 
a West Coast metropolis. This man and his family wi11 resume their  
normal rights as citizen s. This man has been assigned by our Govern�
ment to a strategical war agency. The work th is J apaneseIAmerican w i l l  
do w i l l  probably hasten the end of the war in the P acific.

A few months ago, the War Department gave clearance to 33 women 
and 12 children to be returned to th eir  homes in the Hawaiian IIslands. 
These women are for  the most part wive's of J apaneseIAmericans who âre 
in our armed forces. Their husbands are figh tin g now on the I talian  

peninsula•

I t
74,000

must be remembered that of the 112,000 who wore evacuated that 
are Americans of J apanese ancestry and 48,000 are a.lions in el i �

gible to citizensh ip.

Out of that 112,000 or igin al population, 24,000 have been r̂elocated 

in other sections of the United States. We s t i l l  have 88,000 in our 

centers.

Your question and your in terest is centered in the return of these 

people to their  c i v i l  and property and human r igh ts.

The answer must be supplied by the M ilitary. I f  and when the 
Western Defense Command determines that the m ilitary necessity no 
longer exists on the West Coast, the Army va i l  probably change i ts  pro�

clamation of two years ago.

I f  and vh on the Army does'change i ts  proclamation, i t  w i l l  bo 

part of our job as the WRA to sustain i ts  decision.

In the meantime, i t  is the responsibility of the War Relocation 
Authority to do just what the name implies I I  relocate those people 
in c i v i l  and economic l i fe  in those areas not covered by the m ilitary 

proclamation.

You may read in some of the press that some organizations are op�
posed to the return of ANY J apaneseIAmericans to theIWest Coast. There 
are various schools of thought under the exclusion banner. Some few 
have gone so far as to suggest thatI they be kept in the Relocation
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Centers in defin itely* Some others that a l l  persons of J apanese 
ancestry he returned to J apan as soon as the war is over.*

Others demand that disloyal J apaneseIAmericans and J apanese 
aliens be put in cargo vessels — they, do not say passenger liners — 
and be sent postIhaste to the land of th eir  ancestors. S t i l l  others 
want a recheck on the loyalty of. a l l  these people on the basis that 
they are gu ilty of dis loyalty u ntil proven innocent —— an inversion 
of an ageIold c iv i l  and American r igh t.

But there are s t i l l  those vh.o are opposed to J apaneseIAmericans 
who recognize that a legal process has to be followed. Every school�
boy knows, or should know, that the Fourteenth Amendment of our 
Constitution has not been challenged up to th is time*

To refresh your memory and possibly bring i t  to the attention of 
some of the race baiters on the outside, I  quote the Fourteenth 

Amendment:

nA l l  persons born or naturalized in the United States, and sub�
ject to the ju r isdiction  thereof, are citizen s of the United States' 

and the State wherein they reside.

"■No State shall make or cnforco or y lav/  which shall abridge the 
pr ivileges or immunities of citizen s of the United States; nor shall 
any State deprive any person of l i fe ,  l iber ty, or property without 
due process of law, nor deny to any person within its  ju r isdiction  
the equal protection of the laws,"

Those words are plain  enough. That fi r s t  paragraph of the Four�
teenth Amendment imposes a responsibility on a l l  citizen s. We have a 
stewardship for  which one day we must account both to CIod and man.

When the hour of our duty arr ives, we must be ready to face i t .
In the meantime v/e must prepare for  i t .

I  must say here that i t  would be a mistake for  these people to 
rush back to the West Coast when the m ilitary restr iction s are fin a l ly  
l i fted .  The movement back must be orderly — just as orderly as was. 

the evacuation.

We must pictu re to ourselves the economic and social state that 
w i l l  exist on th is coast, who; the emergency is l i fted .  W ill the 
indu strial West find i t s el f with a problem of unemployment due to 
cancelled war contracts? W ill  there be order or chaos? W ill we find 
those among us who w i l l  seek to p it those evacuees who wl sh to return 
against the unemployed Caucasian aid thus arouse further racial anta�

gonism?

Only by orderly return can the civi l ian  economy not be disturbed, 
and standards of wages and l ivin g not endangered. We can't flood a 
crowded housing area and aIcrowded unemployment area without bringing 

about fu rther evi ls .

We cannot at th is time visu alize a l l  the elements involved in 

th is gigantic relocation  problem.
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There v/ ill not be as many returning as were here before the war# 
Added to the 24,000 who have been relocated from the centers to other 
sections of the country are about 7,000 who volu n tarily moved out of 
th is area pr ior  to the evacuation order# I That makes well over 30,000 
who have resettled in other sections#

A l l  do not plan to return to C aliforn ia. Nearly 12,000 more are 
in the services of our Army. Before the war is over i t  is  possible 
that more than 20,000 J apanescIAmericans w i l l  bo. in uniform, according 

to present estimates.

Many of these veterans I I  as they w i l l  be — may not return to 
th is State — many w i l l  not return to any other State#

I would lik e to say here that there is some common ground on 
which we are met by those who oppose the return of the J apaneseIAmericans# 
Recently at the Commonwealth Club in San Francisco, Seth M illington, 
past commander of the State American Legion and past President of the 
Native Sons, said that men lik e Sergeant Ben Kuroki, who had flownIin 
30 air.missions over Europe, including the bombing of the P loesti o i l  
field s  of Rum&nia, could l ive next door to him the rest of th eir  l ives . 
Sergeant Ben Kuroki, who won the Distinguished F lying Cross for  his con�
tribu tion  as an aer ial gunner, w i l l  be multiplied by many thousands by 
the. time th is war is over. I  assume that Mr. M illington, who said he 
was cpcaking for  tlio Legion and tho Native Sons, would also permit Ben 
Kuroki’ s father and mother, brothers and sisters, and — when he has 
them — wife and children to l ive next door to him.

This is  a.logical conclusion that means the spokesman for  the 
Legion and the Native Sons admits there are some good J apanescIAmericans. 
Of course, he v/ ill find that there va i l  bo many race baiters who fa i l  
to distingu ish between tho J apanese one 'y and the J apancscIAmerican, 
and v/ho v/ ill disagree with him. At least some of them have, not yet 
made the concession made by Hr. M illington .

In very recent stories from the European battlefields  correspon�
dents have pointed out that the wrecking'ofI the P loesti o i l  field s  was 
the most serious blow h it at H i t ler ’ s war machine. I t  cut down to five 
or six weeks the available petroleum supply of our enemy. Sergeant Ben 
Kuroki was only one of many who participated in those raids, but i t  was 
a contribution that v/ ill save i ts  share of American l ives . In addition 
to receiving the Distinguished F lying Cross, Sergeant Kuroki also re�
ceived three oak leaf clusters for  his contribution tov/ ard vanning tho 

war. .

Othor J apaneseIAmcricans have given th eir  l ives in the I talian  
campaign. The Associated Press last month reported more than 900 J apaI 
neseIAmerican soldiers at Anzio had received the Purple Heart.

I  believe that when fairIminded \ vesterners get the complete story 
of th is loyalty on the battlefields  those who demand mass deportation 
or mass exclusion w i l l  not be considered seriously. The Chicago Sun, 
in a recent ed itor ia l, declared that Private F irst Class Hoshinoa 
Omiya, the n isei who was blinded in I ta ly and whose pictu re was pr in t�
ed in p ractically every newspaper and news magazine in the country, 
should be permitted to appear before the Congressional committee conI
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sidering exclusion laws. SaidI the Sun:

«The sightless eyes of Hoshinoa Oniya might help persuade some 
thoughtless Congressmen that vin dictive legis lation  against & small 
minority would he unworthy of America,”

To return to the postIwar or post—emergency problem of evacuees:

An investigation  made by a San Francisco Chronicle reporter, I'ir, 
William Flynn, who toured the Utah area and talked with many evacuees, 
discloses that 40 to 50 percent do not plan to come back to the West 
Coast under any conditions. They have found new homes, a new social 
environment, have settled down as accepted members of many churches 
in the new areas and are producing for the nation and for  their  

fam ilies•

Approximately every state in the union has i ts  complemont of re�
located J apanesoIAmerleans and J apanese aliens. Nearly 6,000 are 
resettled in. tho state of I l l in o is ,  Colorado has 2,o00,. Ohio and 
Utah have 1,700 each. More re relocating daily. Our records of 
moving household and pertabn  goods lor  these relocatess to other 
states has tr ip led since the' f i r s t  of the year, One relocation  
center — the J erome camp at Denson, Arkansas — closes on J une 30, 
More than 5,000 residents — half of the or igin al population w i l l  
have moved to four other centers whose populations have been de�
creased by relocation  in otner sections of the nation.

This is the basic work of the WRA and despite tho heavy cr iticism  
levelled  against our agency, the work has been carried on successfu lly. 
American citizens are regaining their  c iv i l  r ights with very l i t t l e  

fr ic tion .

You have read of instances where there have 
eastern communities. These are the rare excepti 
23,998 uncontostod relocations to date.

been 
.ons I

flareups by 
■■ in view of tho

What we have done is  shown in part in a motion picture called

"Challenge to Democrac; wmch is our reoort to the nation. Thi;

film , which is available to any group with fa c i l i t ies  to project i t  
on a screen, is a 16 millimeter sound and color depiction of the 
evacuation, l i fe  in the camps, the school and church work done at 
the centers, community ‘l i fe ,  the relocation  in war industry in many 
sections of the nation as well as the r igid  train ing undergone by 
the J apaneseIAmerican Army unit at Camp Shelby, M ississippi. To 
those who are as in terested, as are you hëre, in relocation  of men 
and women in the normal stream of American l i fe ,  i t  has an added 
appeal. In th is film  many evacuees are shown at their  lathes in 
industrial war plants. The ii lm  shows dozens of evacuees doing txie 
job of the man behind the mo . behind the gun, not alone in war equip�
ment production, but also in producing and processing food.

We have had some cr iticism from our own group that the film  does 

not show the drab side of th is restr icted l i fe .

However, the film  does show the work we have done to offset the 
adverse conditions that these people faced. Many came from homes 
not dissimilar to yours. They found themselves ������	������ to ����
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racks* Their children were taken from the grammar schools, highschools 
and u n iversities of our state — many with scholastic honors to th eir  
credit, with scholarships awaiting them in advanced institu tions*

I  am sure that in seeing th is pictu re you w i l l  project you rself 
into th eir  places and speculate on how you would accept th is changed 
environment* There is no certain ty that i f  we can do th is to the 
least of our population, i t  might not be done in succession' to others. 
Therein l ies  our mutual danger when the war emergency is over.

Our observers at the centers t e l l  us that the most frustrated em�
ployees we have are those who teach civics and American h istory to the 
young AmericanIJ aponesc in our center classrooms* The teachers explain 
the Constitution and when they reach the Fourteenth Amendment, with i ts  
clear, ringing statement of equality, they are met with either smiles 
or bewilderment from the children*

This Fourteenth Amendment is one of the democratic pr inciples for  
which we are figh tin g — for  which I  fought in the last war* That 
pr inciple is  that a l l  men wore created equal* I t  doesn’t say in the 
commandments of th is country that a l l  white men were created equal 
and that after  running the chromatic scale or cu ltural stage, some 
were 'created with fewer rights than others.

Any discrimination is the H itler ic . pattern of Aryan su periority 
which is being defeated now by 10,000,000 American men and women in 
service* We have learned in recent h istory that i t  was a short step 
from persecution of the J ews to the persecution of Pastor lleimuller 
and the Roman Catholic pr iests of Germany* The rights of p o l i t ica l  
beliefs  went out even, faster . Then the juggernaut of the German war 
machine began the persecution of i ts  neighboring nations, whose solo 
crime was that these neighbors were not Gorman's*

We have been charged with pampering and coddling those in our 
centers* Those who are loudest in these charges have never vis ited 
our centers and have never fe l t  tho oppression one would fool behind 

wire fences*

We invited two men who had been in Santo Tomas prison in the 
Philippines to v is i t  Tule Lake Segregation Center. Each had spent 
nearly two years in the c ivi l ian  prisons of the J apanese. Each had 
returned to te l l  of the misery and restr iction s and barbarity of the 

camp in which heI had been held.

One repatr iate was Ray Cronin of the Associated Press* The other 
was Royal ArchIGunnison, syndicate and magazine;writer. Each was b i t �
ter  over the treatment he had received at the hands of the J apanese*

Yet Cronin did pay a compliment to the c ivi l ian  administration of 
the camp in the Philippines in contrast to the J apanese Army ju r is �
diction* Cronin said after  his vis i t  to Tule Lake that he did not 

consider any pampering or coddling was going on*

Royal Arch Gunnison after  his v i s i t  to Tule Lake declared that 
there is no such thing as pampering or coddling persons who are behind 
wire fences. He stated further that those in the Center were leading 

a Spartan existence*
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I  quote Gunnison:; ’*iffhat is  being done at Tule Lake is  wh&u any 
c ivi l ized  country should do”• He pointed out that where our food 
provided 3,000 calories daily to the evacuees, the J apanese camps 

provided but 1,000 calor ies,

I  assure you that we arc not pampering or coddling. Nor are ye 
str ivin g to imitate the sordid administration that has prevailed in 

J apan’ s concentration comps.

Some organizations have passed resolutions asking that the ad�
ministration of the Relocation Centers oo turned over to t̂he Army — 
that they bo taken out of the hen ds of the c ivi l ian  administration 
of the WRA. This is  a matter for  the CommanderIinIChief and the 

Congress to determine.

One important factor which is ignored by those who charge pam�
pering and" coddling is  that 72,000 of these people are American 
citizen s. They are American businessmen, farmers and workers, doc�
tors, dentists, collegians, young men and women. There are thousands 
who are children. I  ask, what treatment would they have us give to 

the children in these centers?

We are Americans dealing in a war emergency with our fellow 
citizen s. We are not J apaneseIJ apanese dealing in bru tality.

We of the WRA face two extremes of cr iticism 

either J ap lovers or Gestapo.

we are called

But we have attempted to steer a middle course in view of tne 

su ffering a l l  people must boar in a war.

Our program is  not the idea of any one man. I t  is  arrived at by 
the meeting of many minds in the WRA. The democratic processes are 
pursued to a fin a l agreement with every element involved being 

evaluated.

Our National D irector D illon  S. Myer sits down witn his s taff of 
legal au thorities, social service advisors, administrative ch iefs, 
community planners, educational directors, transportation men and 

public relations men.

A l l  the problems that come up in daily l i fe  in any community 
exist in our centers. So a l l  those problems have to be weighed by 
the WRA s taff in its  sessions. I  might say the representatives 
from t'ho Far West — and I  am a Native Californian — have much to 
say in  these programs, although a l l  the s taff members are personally 
acquainted with a l l  the centers and a l l  the factors involved.

I  have told you of the opposition to the return of the evacuees. 
But I  can say also that we of the WRA are not alone in th is work of 
relocation . Our office in San Francisco has a fi le^of thousands of 
letters  from many westerners who recognize the implications ôf 
racial prejudice. There are job offers and offers of dwelling 
places for  the evacuees when the emergency is l i fted .  One group 
here in Pasadena recently fi led  with the War Department a l i s t  of I 

over 50 jobs promises of housing for  150.



There are manv fin e, outstanding individuals among our top rank�
ing educators, church and labor groups, businessmen, in du str ialists, 
professional men and editors and jou rnalists of the West Coast who 
have stepped forward in championing these basic human r igh ts. D̂ i ly 
we are approached by westerners who h • ve personal fr iends among ne 
evacuees and. who w i l l  attest to th eir  loyalty. They ask that th eir  

J apanesoIAinerican friends be returned.

In the radio world of commentators we have heard many ster ling 
voices raised in protest against those who would exclude citizens 

bocauso of th eir  ancestry*

Most rocently the Northern Californ ia Methodist Conference hold 
in Sacramento passed resolutions callin g for  a restoration  of tho 

rights of those people.

Simultaneously the Catholic Bishop of the FresnoIMonterey Diocese 
told a State council of the Knights of Columbus that they must flgh  
race prejudice. He lauded the Christian faith  of those Manzonar J apa�
nese—Americans who are members of his church. T h e  American Principles 
and F air Play Committee and other groups are figh tin g discrimination 
of every sort. The Commonwealth Club of San Francisco is  making an 
exhaustive study of th is problem and i ts  members are aw,Iaxe to its  

threat to tho fu tu re.

In an ar tic le in a recent Cosmopolitan magazine, Lloyd G. Douglas 
explained why he wrote that best of best sellers , "The Robe ', which 

undoubtedly most of you must have read.

This story, which deals with the inception of �������������� Iwas 
inspired by a question on what had become of the Robe worn ��� Christ.

"As I  proceeded Iwith my task ," saw?. Douglas in the ar tic le, i t  
became increasingly more apparent that the F irst Century was menace 
by much the same problems as have set the whole world on fi r e o .
We drew the map of the Roman Empire under old Tiberius ���� found that 
we had also drawn a map of H it ler ’ s Europe l You couldn’t  dodge the 
facts that the ���	��in to which J esus came was ��������� the same 
slaver ies, bru talities , aggressions that have made our hearts sick m

our own time."

He pointed out that the same problems, the same fears, and passion�

ate indignations existed today.

Perhaps that is why "The Robe" has gone through more than 31 reI  

pr in tin gs•

Should you ask one of those who object to t̂he return of the 
evacuees why they do not make the same objection to the bringing of 
I talian  and German war prisoners to work in the field s  and industries 
of the West Coast, they probably would reply that so long as the Army 
holds a r i f l e  over these war prisoners there is  no objection . They 
haven’t yet openly declared that they would welcome back the evacuee I 
American citizen s — to work in the field s  andIfactories under arme 

guard, but the implication is plain .
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DEMOCRACY IS FOR THE UNAFRAID 

Chester B. Himes

’’Common Ground", Winter $�%���
Excerpts reproduced by special permission of the editors.

What frightens me most today is  not the recurring race r iots , the êcon�
omic pressures on "m in or ities," the internment of Americans of darker—skinned 
ancestry whose loyalty to the ideology of white supremacy is  doubted, nor 
even the whole scope and vie iousn.ess of the recent growth of race hatreds and 
the insidious beginning of propagandism for  a white alliance for  seifIpro�
tection "—not these so much as the white man’s sudden consciousness of his 
own fear of other races of which these are but manifestations. I  can see no 
hope for  any "minority" group, nor even for  democracy i t s e l f,  in tue exist�

ence of th is fear .

People who are afraid are cruel, viciou s, fu r tive, dangerous; they are 
dishonest, malicious, vin dictive; they destroy the things of which they are 
afraid, or are .destroyed by them. The host_ who is  afraid, hearing a noiseI 
in his kitchen, tiptoes down the Iback stairs and blows out the brains of an 
iceIbox raiding guest whom he thinks is  a burglar; the policeman who is  afraid 
shoots the manacled prisoner who bends to t ie his shoe lace,; the indu strial�
is t  who is  afraid hires thugs and murderers to figh t unionists; the cap italist 
who is  afraid sabotages public welfare; the politician  who is  afraid attacks 
leaders of weakly supported causes to hide his own. compromises; the statesman 
who is  afraid endeavors to isolate his nation; and the government head who is  
afraid fa i ls  in the execution of laws, both.national and in ternational.

A race that is  afraid bands in.mobs to lynch, murder, intimidate, and 
destroy members of other races, long ago we realized the Nazis did not hate 
the J ewish people so much as fear them. Members of the Ku Klux Klan, S ilver I  
sh irts, Bundists, and other similar American organizations whose aims are 
the destruction and. intimidation of certain  racial and religiousI groups are 
cowards from the word go; they are as representative of cowardly people as 
the Storm Troopers are of Nazism. Only cowards seek to destroy "minority" 
groups; courageous people are not afr iad of them. In them?elves such people 
are not dangerous. In themselves the cowardly are never dangerous,never 
more dangerous than H itler  in 1930♦ But when they become representative of 
the majority race within a nation, when they in fect the entire body with 
th eir  own cowardice, then a complete breakdown of law and decency follows, 
and a l l  persons not contained in  that race su ffer the most cruel oppression.

This is  what I  fear  is  happening in America today—the cowardice of 
a r ela tively small percentage of white Americans is  seeping into the con�
sciousness of the majority and making them a l l  afraid of. the darker races.

Fear may easily become the greatest tragedy of th is h istor ic period.
For the eventual peace of the world and the continuation ofIprogress depend 
upon the white man’s ab i l i ty  to l ive in  equ ality, in tegr ity, and courage in 
a c ivi l iza tion  where he is  outnumbered by peoples of oth er ‘races. I t  is  im�
perative that he be unafraid. For i f ,  because of his fear , he finds hims.elf 
unable to l ive as a neighbor and equal competitor with other races, there

CI1339Ipl of 3Ibu~cos~Iwp
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w i l l  be no peace and l i t t l e  progress.

What concerns me more at the present is  that, i f  the. white man is  not 
unafraid, the United States w i l l  never attain  democracy.

Dictatorship is  not so much a government for  the weak and the afraid , 
but of the weak and the afraid. With even one dictatorsh ip remaining ih  the 
world after  the war, there w i l l  soon be another struggle., The fear of dic�
tators is  an evi l  and tremendous thing; they are afraid of everything thatI 
does not agree with them and of most things that do. Because of thIts, 
driven by i t ,  struggling desperately to overcome it.,.d ictators w i l l  always 
try to enslave the vrorld. Tfyey have to; they cannot otherwise exist. Many 
of us have yet to understand th is . Vie“ have also to understand that in the 
growing weakness o f' thè white race in America, as demonstrated by i ts  present 
fear—driven actions, dictatorsh ip may come to. the United States before we 
know what true demonracy is  l ik e.

When the white man banishes his fear, he w i l l  banish with i t  a l l  the 
bugaboos of race; and he himself arili for  the fi r s t  time be fr ee.  ̂ For people 
who nurture race hatreds and dedicate th eir  l ives  to tne proposition that 
they are superior are never free; th eir  thoughts, effor ts , and aims are a l�
ways limited and hindered by the necessity of proving i t .

I  once heard a rich and famous white man relate how he freed his m̂ind 
of a l l  thoughts of race and color and looked, upon a i l  peoples as equal in an 
effor t to learn, i f  possible, whether there was any fundamental and d istin �
guishable difference in  peoples of d ifferen t races,■ He realized that having 
been brought up in a tradition  of white su periority, th is would be impossible 
as long as he could iden tify people. So he pretended an eye in fection  and 
for  a month went about with his eyes bandaged.

For the fi r s t  time in his l i fe  as a rich , famous, white American he 
fe l t  free. He was relieved of the necessity of pretending su periority, of 
hating people because of th eir  color, of despising people because of th eir  
race; he did not every moment have to be aware of his reactions; he did not 
have to feel  affronted, disgraced, humiliated, toleran t, condescending, or 
philanthropic because of another person’s physical attr ibu tes or iden tifiab le 
religiou s bel iefs ; his mind was free from o i l  the psychoses of race antagon�

isms .

War is  teaching th is lesson of equ ality to many of our youths in  uni�
form. Coming upon the. bodies of two soldiers lyin g face downward in  the 
muck of aIdistant b a tt le*field , 'both having died for  the preservation of the 
same ideal, under the same flag, in  the same uniform, they are learning the 
ridiculousness of th in k in g ■; "This man, being white., is  auperior to ̂ that man, 
who is  black ." They have learned that in a week’ s time the color which made 
one "better"'than  the other w i l l  have gone from both,

� Here at home white Americans must learn courage, too. They must learn
that Negroes and members of other races working and l ivin g side by side with 
them in a community of in terests do not detract from th eir  prestige, but add 
to i t ;  that .equal participation  by a l l  peoples in  the benefits of democracy 
is  not a thing to bring disgrace but a thing to inspire praise and create 
pride. They must learn that bravery does not consist in persecuting the few 
and the weak i f̂or then a l l  our enemies would be the brsvest oi nations) out 

of protecting them.

CI1339“U~~b'u.



The white race has .attained leadership in the world of today. A l�
though people of other races have played a magnificent part, the white ..race 
is  largely responsible for  the creation of our present c ivi l i za t ion . ' So 
far , much of the white race’s talen t, i ts  ingenuity, creative genius, and 
ab i l i ty  to organize, produce, and conquer has been employed to subdue and 
exploit the other races of the world. While the mechanics of th is c i v i l i �
zation may continue for  many centuries to come, i ts  character is  bound to 
change, for  the other races of the world have reached the point where they 
w i l l  no longer be exploited or subdued,

Now th is is  the question: is  the white race courageous enough to 
accept the in evitable, to accept the fact that exploitation  and oppression 
of other races is  no longer physically or mater ially possible, and to con�
tinue i ts  leadership in in tegr ity and equ ality, competing with other races 
in  fairness while respecting th eir  rights of selfIdetermination., meetingI 
with them and negotiating ju stice and equity for  a l l ,  dealing withu them in 
culture and commerce? Or is  i t  afraid of u ltimate extermination or subju�
gation?
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Secretary of the Interior, Harold L, Ickes today Issued the�
following statement:

*The Western Defense Command  ̂ action In revoking the blanket ex�
clusion order for persons of J apanese ancestry on the Pacific �
Coast means in a simpler term that the War Relocation Authority�
wi l l  immediately expand I ts relocation program to cover the entire�
country, including the West Coast*

*?Xt most defin i tely  does not mean that there wi l l  be a hasty mass�
movement of a l l  evacuees back into the ooastal area*

rtThe War Relocation Authority wi l l  continue ted intensify i ts efforts�
to relocate in parts of the country other than the West Coast those�
loyal and lawJabiding persons of J apanese ancestry who are wi l l ing�
to participate in this program*

*I t  wi l l  also aid those who prefer to exercise their legal and moral�
rights to return to the West Coast,

"The persons who are el igible for relocation or return to the test �
Coast have been found by the Army authorities to be loyal c itizens�
or lawJabiding aliens*

«They are entitled to their fu l l  constitutional and legal  rights�
and perhaps to something more than ordinary consideration because�
they have real ly  suffered as a direct result of the War,

«In  a real sense, these people, too, were drafted by their country*�
They were uprooted from their homes, substantially deprived of an�
opportunity to lead a normal l i fe# They are casualties of war*

«I t  is the responsibi li ty of every American worthy of citizenship in�
this great nation to do everything that he can to make easier the�
return to normal l i fe  of these people who have been cleared by the�

Army authorities#

«By our conduct toward them we wi l l  be judged by a l l  people of the�

world.

«1 cal l  upon state and local o ffi c i als throughout the country and�
especially on the West Coast and on public and private agencies to�
assist in the enormous task of returning these people to ordinary�

community l i fe ,

WI  believe that the response wi l l  be enthusiastic and wholehearted�
and I  particularly  hope that we may see veterans1 organizations,�
l ike the American Legion, church and welfare groups in the *orefront�
of those who wi l l  consider i t  their responsibi li ty to aid these�
people and by so doing show their devotion to the American principles�
of charity, justice and democracy*

#
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Ickes Statement
J3 J

wtt also takes in nearly B,500 J apan© seJAmer icons who have been�
tKdmsaindt inducted into the Army of the United States from relocation �
cent ers.

"The great majority of the 35,000 relocated evacuees &ave become�
sat isfac tori ly  adjusted in their new locations and wi l l  possibly want�
to stay where they are. Many of them, in fact, wi l l  doubtless now�
make arrangements for having their parents and other family members�
s t i l l  at the centers come out and rejoin them at their new home.

"The mass exclusion order i s revoked and the great majority of evacuees�
are free to establish a residence anywhere in the United States*

*̂The War Relocation Authority wi l l  now work toward an early liquidation �
™ f  the relocation centers which were established original ly  for the�

temporary maintenance of a dislocated people,

"Wo Center wi l l  be closed in less than six months but i t  is anticipated�
that a l l  wi l l  be closed within a year. Funds have been provided to the�
Federal Security Agency for public assistance to the state and local �
welfare agencies for those evacuees who are incapable of selfJsupport*

"As the War Relocation Authority enters the final phase of i ts program�
i t s immediate aims, as always, w i l l  be to restore the loyal and lawJ�
abiding evacuees of J apanese descent to a normal American environment,�
to relieve local manpower shortages and to cut down {government expendi�
tures for the maintenance of a displaced segment of the population.

"I ts long range objective wi l l  be to bring about a better economic�
adjustment and a more satisfactory nationwide distribution of a minorityJ�
group which was doubtless too heavily concentrated before the war in�
one particular section of the country.”
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&

ls/ 18/ 44



K �� �����3��G� ��	��:���� ��� ����� #�	��� �	�� S����	�����
1������ 3	�� ������� ���	�� ��� S������ �,� #�VV����� ������	���
���������� �S�i

K ���	�� S����	����� ��� �������� ��	��� ��� � �� ����� #�	���

3� � � � ��������� ��� �	���� ���� 1��@������� ��� (F�����@�� &����� =+54��

�	���� M	�� � +E�� +=<4� 3 �� � �:1�3����� � �� 	G����� ��� �����	���

�@	��	���� 1������� ��� 8 	1	����� 	��������

���1���� :������	����� ��� � �� : ����	��� ������� � �� �	��

S����	����� ��� ������ �� ��!" � 	���  �1��� � 	�� �����	����� ��� � ��

:������ 3����� � �� �	��� 	��� � �� ���� � 3� � � � ��� ������������ ���

� �� :��� �� 	 �	�H

��� � �� � � � ������������	�� ��G ���  	@��G� ����� ���������� ���

���	�� ����V���� ��� 8 	1	����� 	�������� 	��� ��� �	3J	�����G� 	�������

:	��� ��� � �� �@	������ 3� � � � ��� ����� ��� ������� ��� � �� ����� #�	���

	��	H

K ���� 3 �� 	��� ����� ��� ��:�� �	�-� 3� � � � ��� ����� ����@���	���

��� 8 	1	����� �������� 3 ��  	@�� �� � � � : ����	��� 	11��@	�� ���� ������:�

��� :�@�:���H

>���@���	�� �F�������� 3� � � � ��������� ������ �������� ��� � ��

:����	��H

M�@�:���� ��� ���	�� �@	������ 3� � � � ��� ���������� ��� 	�� ��������

:	����� 	��� ��� :	��� �F����� ���:� � �� S����	����� #������� ��� 	���

1	��� ��� � �� �������� ��� �����:1�	���H

"�J=J5�J+4v +Ev <<

�&�



?�� ��� �� +�!%�'!� $#� !)�� �' !�� &$� �
/+�� ��,$�+!&$'� �*!)$�&!(�
CM.� �+�8�!� �!���!�
�+'� ��+'�&"�$� L6� �+,&#$�' &+

�)$'�E� ��� D.JD

�)�� #$,,$3&'5� "!+!�%�'!� 2(� �""&"!+'!� �����!+�(� $#� /+�� � $)'�

� �� ?��,$(6� 3+"� %+1�� &'� +'"3��� !$� #$*�� 7*�"!&$'"�  $"�1� 2�<� !)�� �+,&#$�' &+�

�$'5��""&$'+,� 1�,�5+!&$'� 3&!)� ��5+�1� !$� !)�� /+�� �� +�!%�'!@ "�  $,&�(� �$'����

&'5� !)�� ���,*"&$'� $#� + , , �  ��"$'"� $#� � + +'�"�� +'��"!�(� #�$%� ���!+&' � +��+"� $�

!)�� �+�&#&�� �$+"!6� +'1� +� �$ (� "�'!� !$� !)�� /+�� ��,$�+!&$'� �*!)$�&!(9� �'�

�$'"&1��+!&$'� $#� !)��  $"" &2 & , &!(� !)+!� �$ &�"� %+(� '$!� 2�� +0+&,+2,�� !$� + , , �

�1&!$�"6� !)�� /+�� ��,$�+!&$'� �*!)$�&!(� &"� %+&,&'5� !)&"� !$� '��� #$� � ($*��

&'#$�%+!&$'� $�� *"��

������� D�� ��kk����
�""&"!+'!� � &���!$�



1944December 6,

Honorable Clarence F, Lea 
House of Representatives

Dear Mr. Lea:

In the absence of the Secretary of »’¡far I  am replying to the 
motion which was approved at a meeting of an informal committee of the 
C aliforn ia delegation on December 4, 1944 that the Secretary of War be 
requested to make a statement for  publication on the following points:

a. The policy of the War Department on the release and reloca  ̂
tion  of individual'J apanese under the present mass exclusion 
program.

bi An explanation of the question of who has the authority to 
release individual J apanese and who would have the authority 
to terminate the mass exclusion of J apanese.

c* Explanation of the legal sources of authority under which 
the har Department is acting,

d. A statement of the basis of future policy with respect 
to the mass exclusion of J apanese.

The legal authority of 
ancestry from the West Coast w 
and the act of March 21, 1942

the mass exclusion «f  persons of.J apanese 
'as supplied by Executive Order No, 9066 
, both of which aro attached as enclosures.

The Executive Order after  recitin g the necessity of protection 
against sabotage and espionage, authorized the Secretary of War, »r  any 
m ilitary commander who was designated by him, to establish  m ilitary 
areas from which any or a l l  persons may be excluded and with respect 
to which the right of any "person to enter, remain in, or leave may be 
subject to whatever restr iction s tho Secretary War or m ilitary 
commander may impose.

The Commanding General of tho Western Defense Command was desig�
nated as m ilitary commander under th ; terms of th is Executive Order and 
carried out the evacuation under its  authority.

(� you are doubtless aware, tho program for  the maIss exclusion 
of persons of J apanese ancestry from the ' West Coast was institu ted a.t 
a time when an attack on the West Coast was a' defin ite probability, and 
an invasion on a largo scale had tc be considered an a real poss ib il ity. 
In view of tho d i fficu lt ies  of making an immediate determination of which



persons of J openose ancestry woro loyal end which wore not, mass exclusion 
of personsI of J npaneso ancestry from the Test Coast )�� a necessary 
m ilitary precaution*

The m ilitary necessity which was created by the emergency with 
which wo )��� faced in the spring of 1942 end the urgency of preventing 
sabotage and espionage afforded the ju stification  of th is action. I t  
was the basis on which the Supreme Court in the Hirabayashi case vs. 
the United States (320 US 81) uphold one of the measures which preceded 
exclusion—curfew for persons of J apanese ancestry.

The in i t ia l  evacuation program in 1942 is now before the court in 
Korematsu vs. United States (No. GG�October term 1944) and we hope i t  
w i l l  be sustained on the basis of the opinion in the Hirabayashi case.
I t  is also clear from the opinion in the Hirabayashi case, however, 
that continued mass exclusion can bo sustained under Executive Order 
No. 9066 only so long as m ilitary necessity requires i t .  We are a lot 
further along in the war today than wc wore at the time tho ovaouation 
was ordered, Tho war has moved a good deal closer to J apan, Although 
there is a lot of figh tin g s t i l l  to bo done i t  can no longer bo said that 
the West Coast is in danger of largo scale invasion. At the same tine 
i t  has boon possible to get information about our J apanese population 
and to make considerable progress in separating those who are apt to bo 
dangerous from those who are loyal to this country. One of the fi r s t  
steps in th is direction  was taken by tho Army in selecting those persons 
of m ilitary ago among the J apanese who wore acceptable for tho Array, 

in i t ia l ly  as volunteers and later  in gclodtivo Service. Although many 
of those men were inducted from Relocation Centers, and many of then 
have■ families s t i l l  in the Centers, th eir  record of courage and devotion 
to this country in I ta ly, in France and in tho Pacific has shown that 
sound judgments of th is kind can be exorcised*

S imilarly tho Commanding General of tho ’•restern Defense Command, 
for  tho past year and a h alf, has followed a policy of permitting the 
return of some American persons of J apanese ancestry in cases of special 
merit where the records of the individuals are absolutely clear. Cases 
involving mixed marriage, direct family connections with individuals 
m the r̂aod Services and cases of il ln ess or other especially meritorious 
cases are covered by this policy.

As a resu lt oi those considerations X think i t  is clear that the 
mass exclusion of persons of J apanese ancestry from the West Coast w i l l  
bo continued only so long as the m ilitary situation requ ires. How long 
th is w i l l  bo is a m ilitary question. No assurances as to time can bo 
given except the assurances that when the Commanding General of the ‘Ostern 
Defense Command, tho o fficer  who is responsible for tho defense of the 
.Tost Coast, dotormi ies that the continuation of mass exclusion is no longer 
required for  the prevention of sabotage and espionage, i t  must be terminated 
by him, Tho question is one 'ahich is continually involved in l i t iga tion  
and each law su it requires a redetermination of the .question, It°nust



I3'

also be borne in mind that the Commanding General of the Wostesn Defense 
Command, as the o fficer  responsible for  the defense of the West Coast is 
not going to take any action which in his opinion would endanger the 
security of the Wast Coast. As a resu lt, i f  at some future date, mass 
exclusion should be rescinded, i t  is  quite clear that th is vnuld be 
accompanied by an individual exclusion program of a l l  those J apanese who 
are fe l t  to be disloyal.

I  realize that i f  mass exclusion should be rescinded certain 
problems w i l l  bo created. I  wish to emphasize again that those adjustment 
problems aro the problems for  which the c ivi l ian  agancios of the Stato 
and Federal government, and not the Army, aro responsible. Furthermore, 
there is  no reason to boliove that the c ivi l ian  agencies are incapable 
of handling any problem which may bo presented, I  assume that the War 
Relocation Authority intends to koop up i ts  effor ts  to relocate evacuees 
in other parts of tho country and I  assume that i f  mass exclusion were 
to bo rescinded the civi l ian  agencies would see to i t  that such evacuees 
as wore permitted to return to tho West Coast would do so' on an orderly 
and gradual basis.

My attention has also recently boon directed to a statement of 
Governor Warren of C aliforn ia, that i f  the m ilitary au thorities dccido 
that m ilitary necessity no longer roquiros tho continued mass exclusion 
of persons of J apanese descent from tho West Coast aroa, tho c ivi l ian  
au thorities of Californ ia w i l l  cooperate on that decision.

I  realize also that many persons may say that thorc. is a possi�
b i l i ty  that disorders might occur i f  persons of J apanoso descent are 
permitted to return to tho Most Coast. Although this is not a matter 
which can bo taken into consideration in acting under Executive Order 
No. 9066 tho War Department is interested in th is  question bocauso any 
serious trouble might resu lt in retaliation  against American soldiers 
who aro hold as prisoners of war by tho J apanese, I f  tho m ilitary auth�
or ities  determino that m ilitary considerations no longer requ ire mass 
exclusion of persons of J apanese ancestry from tho Wost Coast, wo havo 
every fa ith  that tho pooplo on tho Wost Coast, as havo those of other 
areas in the United States into which persons of J apcnoso ancestry 
or igin ally removed from tho Coast havo boon relocated, wd.ll show thoir 
good citizensh ip by abiding by tho military judgment, and do thoir 
utmost to prevent any acts of discrimination against any of these pooplo 
who may bo permitted to return.

Sincoroly,

/ s/  J ohn J . McCloy

J OHN J . McCLOY 
Asst. Secretary of War



Department of the In ter ior  
War Relocation Authority 
Room 202, Sheldon Bldg.
� � �  Market S treet
San Francisco 5? C aliforn ia

STATEMENT TO THE PRESS ISSUED BY MAJ OR GENERAL. H. C. PRATT, COMMANDING 
GENERAL, VESTEILT DEFENSE COMMAND, DEG. 17, 1944 SIMULTANEOUSLY 

WITH PUBLIC PROCLAMATION NO. 21.

Every American has been pleaded to note the steady improvement in our mil�
itary situation in the P acific during the past year. The improvement is  so great 
that an invasion of the West Coast on a large scale is only remotely possible. On 
the other hand, i t  is  s t i l l  possible for  the enemy to send minor forces to our 
shores. Commando type raids by small submarine borne units, attacks by parachute 
units of limited size 'and airborne attacks on a small scale are s t i l l  possible. 
Appropriate measures must be continued to guard against such action. S imilarly, 
sabotage and espionage are d efin itely within the capabilities of the enemy. In 
fact, these two types of enemy action must be particu larly guarded against.

7̂heu the military situation  was not as favorable as i t  is .a t the present ■ 
time, i t  was necessary to exclude a l l  persons of J apanese ancestry from the sen�
s itive Ireas of the West Coa3t. The action taken at that time was based solely on 
m ilitary considerations and was made necessary largely due to the fact that there 
was l i t t l e  or no information concerning persons cf J apanese ancestry#

During the last two years a vast quantity of information pertaining to tire 
h istory and activities  of a l l  persons of J apanese ancestry, both citizens and 
aliens, has been assembled. This material ho� �  been the subject of exhaustive study 
and âs résu ltait is  now possible to consider persons of J apanese ancestry on an 
individual basis ratirer than consider them as a group as has been necessary in the 
past.

1 consider i t  of great importance that the people of the West Coast under�
stand and appreciate that the most carefu l scrutiny of the vast amount of informa�
tion now available has led to the conclusion that the great majority of J apaneseI 
Americuns have severed a l l  connections with J apan and are prepared to assume a l l  
the respon sib ilities of tlreir situation as Americans.

However, this same scrutiny has clear ly revealed that there are s t i l l  a con�
siderable number of persons of J apanese ancestry, both in the citizen  and in the 
alien  group, who continue to give their  loyalty to J apan, who do not wish to be 
Americans and who are w il l in g to sacr ifice themselves to advance the in terests of 
J apan. M ilitary necessity requ ires that such individuals shall continue to be ex�
cluded end that those requ iring control shall be adequately controlled,

u  ̂ I  oure that a l l  our citizens clear ly understand that such authority as 
thê Commanding General of the Western Defense Command may have is  based solely on 
m ilitary considerations and that any authority over civil ian s  can be exercised only 
wnen m ilitary necessity ju s ti fies  i t .

In  viGY; the improved military situation , the ava i lab i l i ty of individual 
data and the fact that the existing m ilitary necessity does not ju s tify control 
over American citizen s who have been determined not tp be poten tially dangerous, 
i t  is  apparent that the logica l and proper course is  to terminate mass exclusion 
based solely on ancestry and to substitute for  i t  a system which, while continuing 
to exclude .and control those individuals who s t i l l  remain loyal to J apan and are 
considered to bo poten tially dangerous to the military secu rity of the West Coaèt, 
w i l l  restore fu l l  l iber ty of action to a l l  those who have been cleared by the Army.

(More)



General P ratt’ s Statement*

To make effective th is change of policy, Public Proclamation No. 21 is 
being issued today. I t  becomes effective at midnight 2 J anuary 194I5»

The fact that those who are to be permitted fu l l  freedom of action, in�
cluding the pr ivilege of returning to the West Coast, have been cleared by the 
m ilitary and that those who are poten tially dangerous w i l l  continue to be excluded 
should reassure any who may question the adoption of the new program.

I t  is  my sincere hope that the return of those persons ¿ f J apanese ancestry 
who choose to come back to the coastal.areas may be accomplished without undue 
incident. 1 am confident that the fin e American citizen s of the West Coast w i l l  
realize that the present is  not the proper time for  internal controversy.

I t  is  realized that the inauguration of the modified exclusion program 
must be accomplished in such a way as to take into consideration existing housing 
shortages and available employment. I t  is  expected that the program w i l l  be 
carried out gradually and that every effor t w i l l  be made to disrupt existing con�
ditions as l i t t l e  as possible. 1 feel  sure that when the people .of the West Coast 
realize that those persons who are permitted to return have been cleared by Army 
au thorities that they w i l l  accord them the consideration to which they are en titled 
as lawIabiding residents.

# # # # # #
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ESTIMATES AND APPROPRIATIONS >:

Mr# Cannon« We have an estimate before us, Mr. Myer, for  the War 
Relocation Authority for  1946 for  $25,140,000, which represents a net 
decrease of $12,521,352. below the 1945 appropriation; of $39,000,000.,. i f.  
you take into account the overtime of $1,338,648I#

This appears to be a liqu idation  bddget, iftith the exception of 
the Tule Lake segregation center and the emergency refugee shelter#

SCHEDULE , FOR RELOCATION OF THE EVACUEES

Vie w i l l  insert in  the record at th is point page \7 of' the ju s ti�
fication s and the fi r s t  three paragraphs of page 8, which gives a state�
ment of the schedule for  the relocation  of the evacuees#

(The statement referred to is  as fol low s :)

The following ten tative time schedule is our aim in  liqu idation  of 
the program: ,

War Relocation Authority centers other than the segregation center 
w i l l  be closed' to evacuee residents within 12 months after  revocation of 
the general exclusion orders#

Not later  than 15 months, after  revocation of the general exclu�
sion orders, a l l  evacuee property services to persons other than 
excludees (including segregees) w i l l  terminate, and a l l  evacuee property 
warehouses not u ti l ized  for  the property of such persons w i l l  be emptied#

Not later  than 15 months after  revocation of the general exclusion 
orders all,War Relocation Authority field  offices  w i l l  be closed'except 
(1) evacuee property warehouses, (2 ) an office in  San Francisco servicing 
excludees# ' ! .
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In  order to fu rther orderly and planned relocation  of evacuees, an 
approved relocation  plan w i l l  be required as a condition to the granting 
of relocation  assistance and property transportation assistance to (1) any 
center resident who wishes to relocate, or (2) Any relocated evacuee who 
wishes to return to the State or Terr itory in  which he resided prior to 
evacuation«

The relocation  of dependent and handicapped persons who may need 
Government assistance on relocation  represents a special problem* Every 
effor t w i l l  be made to assist such persons to relocate to a place of th eir  
choice and to obtain assistance for  which they may be el igib le.  State 
agencies administering State programs, of general r e l ief,  hospitalization , 
in stitu tion alization , and boarding or nursing home care, and federally 
aided programs of categorical asdistance (oldIage assistance, aid to the 
blind, aid to dependent ch ildren), ch ild welfare services, services for  
crippled children, and vocational reh abilitation , are primarily responsible 
for  determining evacuee el ig ib i l i ty  for  assistance under those programs« 
State agencies a ŝo administer funds Appropriated by Congress to the 
Federal Security Administrator for  temporary'aid to persons affected by 
wartime res tr ictive action 'of the Federal Government', and make in i t ia l  
determinations of evacuee e l ig ib i l i ty  for  such aid. Additional funds are 
included in  th is estimate to supplement the appropriations to the Federal 
Security Administrator for  th is 'hid Where needed.

■A numberIof persons unable at the time of evacuation to move to 
centers, l êeaijse : ofI tu b̂ercu ôsië; or ’other i l ln ess ' ("deferred evacuees” ) 
s t i l l  remain in  institutions,>in the èvacuatèd States,, their  expenses . 
paid by the War Relocation Authority* Responsibility for  maintenance of 
these personsIwill bo transferred to appropriate State or private agencies 
as rapidlyIas possible« ' ' ’~ ? ’ * *'> \

Only functionsInebess.ary to the maintenance of essential operations 
w i l l  henceforth be continued at the centers•I A l l  work w i l l  be undertaken 
with the purpose, of furthering, speedy and satisfactory relocation  of the 
evacuees,I providing the essentials of community and administrative services, 
and closing a l l  centers except the segregation center or centers to 
evacuee residents by 12 months after" revocation of the general exclusion 
orders. Every effor t w i l l  be made to. reduce center expenditures.

GENERAL STATEMENT

Mr. Cannon. We would be glad to have a statement from you at th is 
time ou tlin ing the plan for  the liqu idation  of the Authority.

Mr. Myer. Mr. Chairman, X would l ik e to review b r iefly where we 
have been, where we are now, and what we plan to do, without going in to 
great detail*

The. War Relocation Authority was set up to assist in. the relocation  
of people evacuated from m ilitary areas with in  the United States.

Our major job has been that of helping move evacuees from the Pa�
c i fi c  coast, that is evacuees of J apanese ancestry evacuated in  March 1942. 
About 110,000 were evacuated from the coast "arid made th e'respon sib ility 
of th is Authority during the year 1942; and most of that year .was taken up 
in  the movement of that group from C aliforn ia, Oregon, Washington, and a



part of Arizona in to the 10 relocation  centers established at that time»

. I t  )�� a new program» There was no precedent» Policies had to be 
developed without experience* During that year we outlined ĝeneral plans 
for  a relocation  policy, on the assumption that the relocation  centers 
were simply temporary homes for  people to l ive in  u n til an orderly process 

of relocation  could be developed»

Vie found that there were a few people who started out to tr y tô  
prove to the public during 1942 that we had a misconception of our duties, 
and tr ied  to get the American pu blic.to believe that the J apanese evacuees 
were in  internment camps, and that i f  they were allowed to leave the cen�
ters they might be dangerous» I  think i t  has been proven that such has no 

been the case»

But we had to deal with that problem which we had not expected, 
because there was a small*group of people, particu lar ly along the west 
coast, who devoted a lot of time to ��������� propaganda, with a lot of 

misinformation about the program*

During the fi r s t  year we recommended to the Viar Department that sele 
ctive service be reestablished for  boys of J apanese ancestry, because we 
thought i t  was essential to the sound relocation  of these evacuees, and 
also, i f  these youngsters were to l ive as American citizen s they should 

have the right to figh t for  th eir  country«

Our fi r s t  leave program started in  May 1942, when a few people ŵere 
allowed to )��� in  the beet field s  in  the midIMountain States, and oexore 
the summer was over I  think there were 10,000 working outside the reloca�

tion  centers and assembly centers»

During 1943, in  J anuary of that year, Secretary Stimson announced 
the organization of what is now known as the Four Hundred and FortyIsecond 
Regimental Combat Team, made up of a group of J apaneseIAmerican boys who 

volunteered for  service and who are now figh tin g in  I ta ly*

That was an important item in  relation  to th is program and in  my 
judgment i t  was an important h istor ical events$s. far  as th is country was 

concerned»

About the same time we established our f i r s t  field  offices  in  Chi�
cago, Cleveland, and other points throughout the country«

Almost immediately following, we carried out our registration  pro�
gram in  a l l  centers, where we asked a l l  evacuees 17 years of age and 
older a number of questions, and had them f i l l  out a questionnaire giving 
fu l l  details of th eir  h istory, of membership in  .organizations., and a 

number of other facts»

Vie u ti l ized  th is information for  carrying out a segregation program 
later  in  the year, which involved the movement of about 15,000 people into 
Tule Lake and out from Tule Lake. During that year, 1943, 17,000 people 
were relocated from the relocation  centers»

During the following year, 1944, early in  J anuary, Secretary Stim— 
son announced the rein stitu tion  of selective service for  practically a l l



boys of J apanese ancestry*

We continued pur relocation  program, and onIDecember 17, 1944, the 
War Department announced that the mass exclusion order which had been in  
effect for  nearly 3 years would be lifted*as of J anuary 2»

When th is announcement was made we announced plans for  the closing 
of the relocation  centers within a yoar except for  the segregation center 
at Tule.Lake*

We also announced that any remnant leftI  of the program involving 
segregees would be turned over to the Department of J ustice,I at the end 
of that time* We announced the establishment of three additional area 
offices  on the. west coast'to assist in  the relocation  program*.

We also announced that the farming operations of the relocation, 
centers would not.be carried forward during 1945,, except to complete the 
programs under way, that pur livestock  programs w i l l  be continued for  
sometime and that the programs at two of the southern centers, where the 
harvest w i l l  not be completed u n til the middle of th is calendar, year, w i l l  
be continuedIuntil that time* We Have also announced the closing of 
schools at the end of th is school year* Farming operations on a lim ited, 
scale and school operations w i l l  continue at the segregation center, Tule1 
Lake#

Mr* Taber* What do you mean by that, as far  as dates go?

��« Myer* For the schools at the relocation  centers, about 2 months

Mr» Taber* There w il lIbe a l i t t l e  summer school work up u n til 
August 31, but that w i l l  be the fin a l date* Most of the school work w i l l  
close about J une 1*

Our schools have been operating on an 11Imonth basis throughout 
the year, and we w i l l  continue some work during the summer for  some stu�
dents who are behind schedule, u n til August 31, which is  the fin a l  date 
of any school work in  the eight relocation  centers*

The present status is  about thief* There are approximately 42,000 
people who have relocated up to date, outside of centers; some of them 
are in  the United States Army*

Mr. Wigglesworth* You mean 42,000 out of the 110,000?

Mr* Myer* We have had more than 110,000, because there have been 
additional births and there have been some additional people paroled out 
of, the internment camps* There are also some" additional people from 
Hawaii, so we have had nearly 120.000 that wp have had the responsibility 
for  at some stdge*

There have been about 18,000 J apaneseIAme'rican boys inducted into 
the American Army, and of that group, of course, some have been Hawaiian 
boys* There have been approximately 8,000 inducted from the mainland©

• Were there 8,000 of those you have been dealing With?Mr* Case
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MrI« Myer« Yes; except that there had been acme, of that group in  
the evacuation, but th eir  parents have lived in  the relocation  centers, 

fqr  the mqst part«

I  am including a l l  people of J apanese ancestry, Mr« Case, because 

i t  is hard ■fco keep the figu res separate«

We at the present time have about 53,000 people who are free to be 
relocated, who are s t i l l  in  centers; that is a job we have to complete 
during th is calendar year« This w i l l  mean that we w i l l  haye u job#of 
assisting between about 6,000 or 7,000 people each month;to move back into 

normal communities« I

• When we formulated th is plan we anticipated that as o£IMarch. 1 
there would be 60,000 people, and that as of J uly 1 there would be appro�
ximately 44,000,, who would be el igib le to resettle« This would mean the 
relocation  of about 16,000 during the rest of th is fis ca l  year, which 
would leave us about 44,000 u n til the last half of the calendar year«

I  want to summarize the problems we are now facing in  regard to 
the relocation  program*

Our major problem is  one we have had for  some time, and that is  
concerning the reluctance, particu lar ly on the part of the old people in  
the centers to be relocated, because ofIa feelin g of in secu rity; they are 
aliens and they are not Isure that they would be accepted« They fear that 
they would Hot be able to make a l ivin g, and also have a fear of actual 
bodily harm, because there have been small groups of people who have com�
mitted certain  atrocities«

In  certain  areas, particu lar ly on the coast, during the last 3 months, 
we have had some occurrences such as shooting into dwellings, boycotts, 
and other atrocities on the part of misguided unIi\ mericq,n patr iots ,and a 
small group of people who have an economic in terest in  opposing the return 

of evacuees« > . . ■;

; We have also had d i fficu lty  with housing because of tlje crowded 
situation , particu lar ly in  c ities  which have expanded war industries, such 
as Los Angeles, San Francisco, and Seattle, as well as in  the other 
cities, throughout the. country where they are relocating« »•

We have also had some job discrimination on the part of misguided, 
uninformed •individuals who are. very fear fu l of the individuals themselves, 
or fear fu l that public sentiment is  such that their position  w i l l  be 
jeopardized i f  they h ire these people«

The only other comment I  wish to make in  my general statement, is  
to point out the major changes in  our Budget th is year as compared.to last 

year •

There is  the reduction in  this Budget of $16,480,066 in  the cost 
of operating centers th is year as compared with a year ago« The only 
increase is  an increase of $5,007*532 for  relocation  assistance« I t>is  
not quite that much because, as you w i l l  remember,■that part of the Budget 
in  the past has been on a d ifferen t basis and we have u ti l ized  savings 
from the relocation  center costs to pay for  the relocation  costs«
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We have included in  th is Budget funds for  the refugee shelter at 
Oswego, N# Y», which was not in  the picture last yeas • We have a reduction I  
in  a l l  our costs except for  relocation  assistance amounting to $14,527,075, 
which includes overtime pay in  the amount .of $1,338,64I8«

I  think that summarizes the general status of the program»

CHANNELING OF'EVACUEES TO NORMAL LOCALITIES 
I I |

Mr» Cannon*;’ You are winding up the affa ir s  of the Authority and 
channeling the evacuees back in to th eir  normal loca l i t ies  as rapidly as 
you can?

Mr» Myer, That is correct»

Mr» Cannon» How soon do you expect to complete th is operation?

* Mr» Myer»' ' We expect to complete the operation as far  as the eight 
relocation  centers are concerned about J anuary 1, 1946*

TRANSFER OF TULE LAKE TO DEPARTMENT OF J USTICE

Mr» Cannon» That does not include Tule Lake?

MrI» Myer* I t  does not include' Tule Lake or whatever the alterna�
tives might be a  ̂ to those that are s t i l l  in  the status of detainees* .
They w i l l  be transferred by that time to the Department of J u stice, who are 
already running internment camps*

Mr» Cannon» Up to th is time the Department, of J ustice has exercised 
t ho ju r isd iction  at Tule' Lake?

Mr» Myer» No», .... •>
| "'s * ||! | ‘ * I | || ; * 1 I

Mr» Cannon» I t  has been en tirely under your authority?

Mr.» Myer* That is  r igh t. Except for, a short period following the 
soIcalled Tule Lake incident when the .Army v̂ ere in  command*

Mr# Cannon* * What disposition  do you expect to make of the in ter�
nees at Tule Lake? . , r . I

x •' . . 1| S  H jj ; > . ' �� � v ||  > ' � I gi' � <v; . . * '■ • • • ~

. ‘ Mr* Myer* Any of.them that are'left  w i l l  be transferred to the 
Department'of J ustice,

Mr» Cannon, The Department of J ustice w i l l  maintain the camps?

Mr, Myer. They w i l l  maintain the segregee camp*

Mr, Cannon, By that time, how many w i l l  you have at the Tule Lake 
camp? "

I Mr, Myer* We are estimating that, including family members,, there 
w i l l  be 20,000 people there. I t  is  a l i t t l e  hard to make that estimate 
because that w i l l  depend on the action of„the m ilitary au thorities since 
they make the determination» They are nov/ making determinations as to
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who should*be/ recommended for  segregation and who should'be r̂ecommended 
for  ; exclusion« . •. . •

They have set up a series of appeal boards who are now ¡reviewing 
a large number of those cases, and I  think i t  w i l l  depend on the trend of 
the war and the facts which fin a l ly  develop« But the best estimate we 
could make at the time we made up th is budget was that there would bo.
20,000 people, which includes a l l  of the family members, which would in I  ÀA 
volve about 7,000 adults who have declared th eir  intention* ThereIare a oi#\#�
lot of youngsters and family members who are tied  in* * *■ •' I : I I "'"■■■

.’PROBLEMS OF INSTITUTIONAL!ZATIOhV

: I..The Chairmap.. What other problems besides the Tule Lake situation  
do you have in  connection, with liqu idation?

Ifr* Myer« Our major problem, Mr« Chairiimn, is  what I .wou ld,call 
a bad case of in stitu tion alization « Vie have spent about 3 years making 
people dependent, and now our big job during the res t.of theIcalendar I I *
year is to tr y to.make people independent again and bu ild up th eir  courage’ 
and their  morale to the%place Where they feel  that they can. face the 
public without; fear andI¿lake a l ivin g« \ • ;• ...

The Chairman« That applies largely to the older members?

Mr« Myer« That Applies to a l l  of them but particu lar ly to the older 
members who are J apanese nationals, who feel  that they cannot go about 
as fr eely as others« A good many of them have language d i fficu lt ies «

Then, too, a good many of the old people in  centers have sons in  
thq. United; States Army figh tin g on maryfronts, who feel  that they are 
dependent upon thèse soldier boys because they are affected by the alien  
property laws on the coast« The boys own the land, and they work with 
them, but they.feel, that th eir  homes w i l l  bo in  jeopardy for  the reason 
that their  boys cannot w i l l  their  real, property to alien  parents.•because ' 
of alien  land laws« ♦•••

I t  is  a very complex problem«

•. ; . DESIRE OF SOME J APANESE TO RETURN TO J APAN I

The Chairman. Do any of them indicate a desire to return to J apan?

'Mr. Myer« A good many people are planning to return to J apan«

The Chairman. You encourage that?
Mr* Myér« We encourage them to do so i f  they want to go« Wç have taken 

th is position , that i f  they l ive in  th is country they should be Allowed, to make 
up th eir  .minds ,as to what they, want ..to dp, and when they have, done that they shoul 

be treated accordingly« I f t they wantIto go back to J apan, pf course, they
should be allowed to go whenever i t  is  possible to go. • When he carried . I• �  
out the segregation program we had. that in  mind.when we moved those to. Tule' .
Lake, who said that they wanted to g.o to J apan« Most, of those older people 
were flot dangerous people, in  my judgement. A good many of them were 
simply, old folks who fe l t  that they were not going t o ,be able to make the 
adjustment,in  th is country, and some of them were;too old to s tar t'over again«
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Scone of them fe l t  that they were not going to be allowed to l ive in  the 
United States, and they were simply looking for. security# That has created 
some of our problems because I  think ,a good many of them thought they would 
be able to return to J apan immediately#

Some of them have property there that they were to in h er it, and there 
were a l l  kinds of mixed reasons# Tule . Lake is. not a place where wd have a 
lot of dangerous people, but i t  is  a place where we had to put a l l  the people 
who wanted to be J apanese# There are s t i l l  some people at Tule Lake who are 
not in  the category#

REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY TO BE LIQUIDATED

The Chairman# What property w ill, you have on hand, both real and 
personal property, i f  you are successful in  liqu idating your internees?

Mr# Myer# We have real estate of our own only at two centers# We 
purchased real estate at the Central Utah, center and at the Granada oenter 
in  Colorado# A l l  of the rest of the centers were situated on GovernmentI . 
controlled land or leased land. Two in  Arizona are On Indian reservation 
lands and there ahe three others ôn r e c l a m a t i o n a n d  that lan d.will go 

baok to the Reclamation Service# We only have two places whereIwe own real 
estate# We .have. already "declared a l l  of our farmI, lends surplus at Granada# 
That has bpen. leased'by th e‘Army to private' operators* . I , ,, K ,

Vie w i l l ,  of course, have a large amount of equipment*and materials 
used in  the;operation of the Centers, such aS automobiles,, trucks, and 
other equipment of many kinds, but we a r e.already declaring thVs®. items , 
surplus as. fast as we can possibly do it# * I j .

����I N� 	� ��	 �� �� ����� ����� ��((�� �� CCCC#� ���� ##� .� .#�##

We Have already declared surplus p r actica l ly,all,I of our farm equipI "iV' 
ment that we have used in  those \ cent.erS; where we.I,are ..not farming th is . 
year# What that w i l l  amount to in  the total amountII could not give you ' 
the exact figu re at the moment, but i t  is  a pretty large amount# We are 
working closely with the Surplus Property Board and;the Treasury Procurement 
pivision  in  turning over month by month any equipment that we do not need#

_ ; CHARACTER OF EVACUEES AT TULE LAKE
• S I S - "■ *■■** «••• 1 ��.�/� �� 0� #

Mr .̂rjLndlow# You say there are about 7,000 J apanese families at Tule 
Lake? ' ' 3 * •' vI; : y * , ■' . ...

�� �� �� �� �� �� �� �� � iin

•Mr# Myer«. No;. I  said,that in; connection withI.the £igure of 20,000 
the estimate we made probably'"would not include' mereI‘than b̂out..7,000 adult 
individuals who, had made , a declaration ¿a to what'they..wanted to do.* ■

. ' ■ ' ■■ -M*  •J <I ;•  ̂ / y v ' . . y . .'v ;̂ ,■ S. ■ ■ , < I • !V

Mr# Ludlow# How was i t  decided as to whatI J apsI would go to Tule 
Lake? Are they a l l  recalcitrants?I

Mr# Myer# No; I  would not ca l l  them a l l  that# At the beginning we 
set up certain  categories of people to be sent to Tule Lake, including 
those who had requested repatr iation  to J apan, and then there were also 
certain  people who had.requested expatriation as American citizens#

Many of those people were not in  any way dangerous to the country; 
they had simply made up their  minds that they wanted to go back for



various reasons* IAnyone, who said ’’No" to the allegiance question was 
transferred to. Tule hake and the only other group involved was a small 
group of people who, because of th ei r .in telligen ce records, we decided 
ought to go to, Tula Lake even though they may not have requested repatria�
tion* Vie had a check with the F* B* I ,  the Army In telligen ce Service, and 
the Naval In telligen ce Service, and we took the information they had as 
basis for  certain  decisions*

Those determinations are now no longer made by the W*R«A* At the 
time the mass exclusion orders were .l i fted , the Army took over the deter�
mination and we are no longer doing that.

Mr* Ludlow* Are some of those .at Tule Lake American citizens?

Mr* Myer. Yes* . t

Mr. Ludlow* What proportion? ¿y •

Mr* Myer* The proportion .ran pretty close to 70 percent in  the 
beginning* Some of them have renounced th eir  citizensh ip*

Mr* Ludlow* How long do you think Tule Lake w i l l  be used for  that 
purpose? How long would i t  take to wipe i t  out?

�
Mr* Myer* I  cannout answer that* I t  w i l l  depend on theI policy of 

the War Department and the Department of J ustice as to how long they feel  
i t  is  important to maintain people under confinement, and. since they 
are making the determination, I  have no basis for  an estimate*

Mr* Ludlow* I  notice in  your ju stification s of the other eight 
centers they w i l l  a l l  be liqu idated and w i l l  be en tirely gone by J anuary 
$� 1946.

« *
Mr* Myer* That is r igh t, according to the plan, providing every�

thing works the way we expect i t , to work* We wi.ll have a . tigh t schedule 
to meet, but that is our expectation. •

Mr* Ludlow* This is an estimate for  $2.5,140 0̂00. Ŵi.ll that 
pretty well liqu idate a l l  of the warIrelocation activities?

Mr. Myer* I f  everything works smoothly, as we proposed to tr y to 
have i t  work* This is  the tigh test budget we have ever had* I t  has 
been trimmed to the absolute lim it* However, i f  nothing unforeseen 
happens, I  think we w i l l  make i t *

DESTINATIONS OF RELEASED EVACUEES

Mr* Ludlow* Are these evacuees going back to their  or igin al lands?

Mr* Myer* The major relocation  in  the last 3 months has been to 
the East and to the Middle West* However, i t  is getting to the place where 
i t  is  pretty close to being 50I50. A good many are beginning to go back*
I t  took them some time to make those decisions* There..are ,a good many 
ready to go back home. There are‘40,000 of them relocated in  the rest of 
the country.
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type of construction, with tarIpaper barracks.

Mr# Ludlow# I t  was good lumber?

Mr# Myer# Yes, s i r ; a l l  of the frame work was good lumber# I  
présumé i t  w i l l  be salvaged, under contract, perhaps, but that is  only a 

presumption#

WAR RECORD OF J APANESE AMERICAN SOLDIERS

Mr# Ludlow*. You said, as I  understood you, that 8,000, approxi�
mately, of these J apanese have been inducted into the United States Army 

and some are figh tin g in  I taly?

Mr# Myer# Yesj 18,000 a l l  toldIapproximately 8,000 from the main�

land#

Mr* Ludlow. Are they figh tin g as a separate unit, or are they 

in fi l tr a ted  into other units?

Mr# Myer# I  mentioned the FourI Hundred and FortyIsecond Combat 
Team, and that is a l l  a J apaneseIAmerican unib; they have made a wonder�
fu l record# There are a large number intermingled with other units.

Mr. Ludlow# Where?

Mr. Myer# In I ta ly and France# The One Hundredth Infantry Batta�
lion  was the fi r s t  unit to go overseas# In the ���������� that was a unit 
of allIHawaiian boys who had mostly been in  the Hawaiian National Guard.
At the time when the Four Hundred and FortyIsecond Combat Team completed 
their  train ing the One Hundredth In fantry became a part of that u n it. T̂hat 
is  the Iou tfit, in ciden tally, that saved the "los t battalion" of the Th irtyI 
sixth  D ivision« That is  an example of what they havë done. I  have here a 

statement about that in  a press release.
Mr. Ludlow. Can you insert that in  the record?

Mr. Myer. Yes; I  w i l l  be glad to do that; but I  would l ik e fco read 
th is one paragraph in to the record:

In France, the story of the One Hundredths heroic rescue of the 
Th irty—sixth Divison*s "los t battalion" has been told  and retold» In  i ts  
present position  in  the French Alps, i t  could easily rest on i ts  lau rels:
21 Distinguished Service Crosses, 6 Legions of M erit, 73 S ilver Stars, 7 
Soldier*s Medals, 96 Bronze Stars, 16 D ivision C itations, 2 awards from  ̂
the I ta l ian  Government, and the War Department Distinguished Unit C itation . 
The One Hundredth*s infantrymen have been awarded over 1,547 Purple 
Hearts and Oak Leaf Clusters for  wounds received in  battle.

That is  the fi r s t  J apanese—American unit that went over• I t  later  
became a part of the Four Hundred and FortyIsecond Regimental Combat 
Team. The Four Hundred and FortyIsecond was the ou tfit that rescued the 
lost battalion  of the Texas unit in  the Vosgest Mountain area.

(The press release referred to is as fol low s :) » . .

¿/ Editor: Soldiers from your locality'are mentioned on attached
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sheet» Passed for  publication by F ield Press Censor JW 201e/

Sixth Army Group, France»—The One Hundredth Battalion of the Four 
Hundred and FortyIsecond in fantry Regiment, made up of Americans of J apa�
nese ancestry, is  writing another th r i l l in g chapter in  i ts  already massive 
book of courageous action» In a 'sector of the formidable barrier that 
separates France from I ta ly—250 miles of jagged mountain ridges and snow�
capped peaks—th is battalion , one of.th e most famous in  American m ilitary 
h istory, is  engaged in  hazardous.mountain warfare»

\ Along the F rancoIItalian  border, part of L t, Gen. J acob L» Dever’ s 
Sixth Army Group fron t, wary Nisei patrols probe.their way in to German 
defenses with a s k i l l  born out of long combat experience» There buddies 
are well entrenched in  defensive positions, ready for ���!�� counter 
thrusts oh patrols» In the shadows of towering c l i f fs ,  German ambush 
traps are dealt with in  deadly thoroughness»

The One Hundredth :gained a reputation as ’’the figh tin 5est ou tfi t” 
in  I ta ly* In one of the most sensational actions of the I ta l ian  dampaign, 
the battalion  was ordered to wipe out a strongly defended German bastion, 
a smallI'town north • of Rome• In short time, i t  took the town, cut the main 
German escape highway at three points, destroyed the enemy’s right flank , 
and forced a withdrawal over 6 strategic miles. Germans k i l led , wounded, and 
captured totaled over 270* For th is action, and consistently outstanding 
combat operation in  I ta ly, the battalion  was awarded a War Department 
distinguished Unit C itation»

In France, the story of the One Hundredth*.s heroic rescue of the 
Th rityIsixth  D ivision ’ s ’’lost B attalion” has been told and retold . In 
its  . present position  in  the French Alps At Icould .easily rest on i ts  
lau rels; 21 Distinguished Service Crosses,.6 Legion?, of .Mehit, 73 S ilver  
'Stahs, 7 S oldier ’ s IMedals, 96 Brohze Stars, .16 D ivision  C itations, 3 awards 
from the. I talian  Government, and the War Department Distinguished Unit 
C itation* The One Hundredth’ s Infantrymen have been awarded over. 1,547 
Purple Hearts and ;0ak Leaf Clusters for  wounds received in  battle.

• »v_ | Si | j V' | l&f „ ** ...
Myer» I  have 'heard that that one battalion  had 60 percent cas�

u alties» They have had a marvelous record» I  have also heard i t  said 
that for  3 years they have never had a Icase of A .W.0.L» Tney were the 
spearhead that took Genoa *4 or 5 days ago» They moved into France and 
then they moved back in to I ta ly» They are not only xignting in  I ta ly and 
France but some are scattered throughout other battle areas; tney are 
figh tin g in  the South p acific , in  the Ph ilippines, in  Iwo J ima, and in  
Okinawa* ‘They were at Kiskft, and Attu , and Saipan» Therè are several 
hundred'boys there doing special service work. There have been a number 
of similar engagements that they have been in , in  Leyte and other parts 
of the P acific . They have rendered service on a l l  fron ts»

DISTURBANCES IN RELOCATION CENTERS

Mr. Ludlo>v» Aside from the disturbance at Tule Lake, have you been 
troubled by disturbances1 in  any of the other relocation  centers?

Mr. Myor» We have had three disturbances in  three differen t cen�
ters , two of" them occurring in  1942* We' have had one disturbance at
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Poston, and we have also had a disturbance at Manzanar* Then in  1943 we 
had the disturbance at Tule Lake*

The groups of people who caused those disturbances have been dis�
ciplined* The disturbance at Tule Lake was not as bad as i t  was painted* 
But there was some fi r e there, and I  would think there were about two /or 
three hundred boys that got out of l in e, but they were brought back into 
line *

RESPONSIBILITY FOR INTERNEES AFTER RELOCATION

Mr* O’Neal* Have you any respon sib ility after  you once relooate
them?

Mr* Myer* No; except that we do try to get them connected up with 
th eir  personal property where we have had i t  in  storage* We do serve as 
consultants i f  they get into d i fficu lt ies , and try to give them advice 
and help* We try to make them as independent as possible as quickly as 
possible*

Mr* 0*Neal* Suppose they do not make good on their  job,I then i t  
becomes the job of the State to take care of them, I  presume?

Mr* Myer* Most of them have not gone on the land*I Most.of the 
locations have been in  the cities* But in  theIwestern ir r igated areas 
there have been a good many working on the land there as hired laborers, 
or they have worked as sharecroppers* They have made th eir  own arrange�
ments, largely, and they are able to sh ift for  themselves * We have had an 
arrangement with the Social Security Board under which, i f  an individual 
got in to real d i fficu lt ies  such as i l ln ess , they have received assistance 
i f  needed* The last figu re I  had showed that there had only been an 
average of 147 people per month up to the time when the exclusion order \ 
was l i fted  who had been relocated, who had received aid under that program* 
I  w i l l  say that they have been, a pretty independent groupIof people in  
that respect* They have prided themselves that they have had practically 
no one oh r el ief,  and they have' taken care of th eir  own situation* They 
usually do not ask for help unless they are actually up against i t *

NUMBER OF PERSONS UNDER J URISDICTION OF W. R ,‘A.

Mr* Taber*» 4  want to get a picture of th is question as far  as I  
can* You have got 7,000 adults at Tule Lake, Iqho are obstreperous more 
or less? v '

Mr* Myer* ' No " they are Inot ■ obstreperous;, the most of them are 
just people who decided they want to go back to J apan*

��	�� Taber*. Have you mov̂ d any of them back through the exchange 
of nationals? I . . •' ■■■ , .

Mr* Myer* There have been a I>ewj there has been only two shiploads 
on the Gripsholm during the whole period, Mr* Taber, that have gone to 
J apan, and just a few have gone from Tu.le Lake* F ir s t, because there has 
been no exchange since th is segregation program was carriad out»

Mr* Taber* Seven thousand adults are there now* How many are there
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altogether?

Mr# Myer# Seventeen thousand eight hundred and eigh tyIeix, i f  you 
include Ithe family members# ' ’ I

Mr# Taber# How many have you got r ight now altogether, including 
*Tule Lake? '• <

Mr. Myer# There were, as of Apr il 21, 72,755 in  a l l  the centers, 
including Tule Lake#

Mr# YtTigglesworth# I  thought you said there were 53,000#*

Mr# Myer# There are 20,000 that we estimate w i l l  not be el igib le 
for. relocation , and i f  you subtract the 20,000 from the 72,755 i t  w i l l  
leave you around 53,000#

Mr# Taber# You have some who w i l l  not be el igib le for  relocation  
scattered at other places? . , • "

Mr# tMyer# That is  right# There w i l l  be about 20,000'as near as 
we can estimatey in  that category#

Mr. 'Taber/  I  would lik e you to set out in  the record how many 
you have an where they are#

Mr# Myer#' Mr# Taber, I  cannout give you the exactI number# That is 
only an estimate based upon what we think Iwill be the Army ‘action ; they 
make a determination as to the number of'people and that estimate is  chang�
ing.every day# ; I

Mr* Taber# I  see# I;

Mr# Myer# We do not make that determination, and ��� simply have 
had to make that an estimate# ' • * ' *

Mr# Taber# The 72,755 is' an estimate?

Mr# Myer#, No; the 72,755 is  anI' accurate figure#

Mr# Taber# I  thought you 'sdid!i t  was an estimate# *'

Mr# Myer# No; that is  not an estimate#

Mr# Taber# Can you give me'aIbreakIdown of the number in  the 
centers? 'i

Mr# Myer# I  have some figu res Iright here that I  w i l l  be glad to 
give you for  the record, or I  can give them to you now#

Mr# Taber# I  believe 1 would l ik e you to put the table in  the 
record, setting i t  up in  tabular form#

Mr# Myer# Very well#

Mr# Taber#' How does th is figu re of 72,755 compare with the number



that you frad a year ago when you were ..up here?

.Mr# Myer« Approximately 18,000 less«

Mr« Taber* I  would lik e to recheck that figu re as of April 1 last 
ygar because I  do not have the figu res with me, but 1 can get the figu res 

for  you«

Mr« Taber« I  wish you would put that in  the record as a separate 

column on th is other table« # •

Mr*. Myer« The figu res to compare with a year ago of approximately 

Apr il 1?

Mr« Taber« Yes« ■ . ."� , #�� $%&� &�&� ��%■

(The statement requested fol low s:)

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF CENTER POPULATION.

Center Apr* 1 
.1944

t •.
$ ...

Apr« 21, 
. 1945

Central Utah' I 7,026 5,376

Colorado River 12,991 10,258 '

Gila River . 9,2 51 . 8,684 .

Granada 6,404 * 5,484 , .

Heart Mountain *9,368 7,638

J erome 6,440

Manzanar 6,415 , ‘ 4,989'

Minidoka 8,456 . 6,421

Rohwer 6,133 1I6,019

Tule Lake 16,914 17,886

Total 89,398 ’ 72,755'

Mr« Taber« You told  us that you expected to get r id ,of — .1 under�
stood youI to tes t i fy  that there would be only about 40,000. by the I1st 

of J uly«

Mr« Myer« FortyIfour thousand« Including the 20,000 that 'Was 
estimated for  Tule Lake, there w i l l  be a l l  told  about 64,000 by the 1st 

of J uly©

Mr« Taber« You only expect to get r id  of about 8,000?

Mr« Myer« During the next 2 months, about. 9,000«  ̂ .

TIME NEEDED TO LIQUIDATE OPERATIONS UNDER WAR RELOCATION
AUTHORITY

'Mr« Taber* How long do you expect to have to operate th is situa�

tion?
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Mr* Myer* We expect, Mr* T&ber; to be cut of the business, so far  
as the War Relocation Authority is  concerned, with in the next fis ca l  year# 
We do not know as yet just how long it* is  going t'b take to' dispose of 
the property and get the fin a l details in  order* We have two types of 
property to dispose of: One of them is the property that“ we are looking 
after  for  the evacuees, personal property in  warehouses up and down the , 
coast* We are estimating that we can get that job done by about April 1 
so we can turn i t  over to someone else# I f  we can get i t  geared up with 
the disposal agency we hope to have most of the Government property dis�
posed of by Apr il or May of 1946*

Mr* Taber# How much do you expect to have on hand at the" 1st of 
J anuary 1946?

Mr* Myer* About 20,000, persons«

Mr* Taber* And how many of the 1st of Apr il 1946?

Mr* Myer* Nohej because they w i l l  have been turned over by that 
time to the Department of J ustice and we w i l l  be out of the business J an�
uary � and have, nobody in  residence i f  ourI schedule is  maintained*....... III■ •

Our job, from the 1st of J anuary on, w i l l  be to complete the l iqu i�
dation of the other eight centers, the property, and to complete the ■ 
job o f Iadjustments Iasr J arI as the evacuees *I property I4s Iconcerned, and to I 
assist those not fin a l ly  adjusted for  2 or 3 months after  centers are 
closed* ‘ . ' .’ ... I ...

Mr* Taber* That is ,  to complete the adjustment job altogether of 
the individuals who are being relocated*

Mr# .Myer* We plan to maintain our relocation  s taff u n til about 
the 1st of Apr il  1946, and there w i l l  ‘be a few things probably that w i l l . 
requ ire attention  after  the 1st of A pr il , but the s ta ff w i l l  be drasti�
cally reduced after  Apr il 1, 1946#

Mr* Taber* These estimates were made on the basis of that reduc�
tion , were they? " VI

Mr* Myer* They include, however, as Ifar as personnel is  concerned, 
the terminal leave that would accrue with in  th is fis ca l  yearj t̂here w i l l  
be an accumulation, as you know, of leave, so that the estimates are 
based not only on the completion of the work job but terminal leave of 
those who may resign from the Government or move out#

Mr# Taber* How many people .did you have in  th is group on the 1st 
of A pr il, or r igh t around the 1st of Apr il 1944?

Mr* Myer# That is what I  told you I  would have to get for  the 
Record* I  do not have that figure#

Mr* Taber. You could not give me an estimate now?

' Mr* Myer* I  can give you a pretty good idea* I t  was around 91,000 
or 92,000 people*
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Mr *\ Taber• Ninety—one or'two .thousand? *I

Mr. Myer. Y'es; in  a l l  centers. I  would lik e to have the oppor�
tu n ity to correct that figu re forI the record, because I  »can check i t  
accurately when I  get hack to the o ffice. ■

^h e exact, figu re for  AprilI I1, 1944 wasI 92,715.7

EXPENDITURES, 1945 and 1946

Mr. Taber. I  would lik e to have you *giveIme your expendituresr ' 
to th is date, âltogether, and a table indiating the monthly expenditures 
so far  th is fis ca l  year, with an estimate of what you w i l l  have' the rest 
of the fis ca l  year; and then I  would lik e to have you give me an estimate 
of v/hat you Iexpect to expend in  the next fis ca l  year *• by months « f

Mr. Myer* I  would lik e to ask you a question; Do you want the 
tota l expenditures for  the,whole lifeI Iof the Authority, or ju st’ for  th is 
fis ca l  year?

Mr. Taber. I  am asking for  th is fis ca l  year.
I . ;V' ,7 | I | •' • ; _ Ir.I I 1 ���# '• ' • ■’ ; ■ .¿V p . ♦

Mr. % er*. We w i l l  furnish that.
(The information requested fol low s :)

Monthly expenditures for  the fis ca l  year 1945 (estimated for  the months of 
A pr il, May, and J une) and apportionment by months of estimate of 

. appropriation for  fis ca l  year 1946 y ; • •/. ; V.I

F iscal' Year 
I.'1945 .

F iscal Year 
I 1946

$3,416,916 
3,250,851 
3,227,731 
3,038,224 
2̂,797,453 

2,552,780 
1,621,883 

• : 1,485,303
1,115,058 

•903,220 
872,559 
858,022

: 25,140,000

■ M r.; Taber. You have another activity which' I  do not believe has 
been touched/ ,on yet. /> ■ .

Mr • Myer• The refugee shelter?.*>•;

�� �� �� �� �Taber�� � �will, take up when we reach that item in  the
ju stification s . I  believe that is a l l  I  have u n til we get to the" detail;

J uly $3/ 162,072
August 3,188,386
September I3,206,552
October I h 3,124,877
November I  : ' 3,139,725
December ■ . 3,176,548
J anuary 3,179,755
February 3,130,143
March 3,050,874
April , :3,754,198
May 3,790,531
J une 3,763,414

Total. I . .v , I, 39,667,075
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Mr# Wigglesworth# Mr, Myer, when was your estimate presented to 
the Budget?

Mr# Myer* About J anuary 15, Mr. Wigglesworth# We started working 
on i t  immediately after  the mass exclusion was l i fted ,  December 17, and 
I  think we actu ally got i t  over to the Bureau of the Budget about the 
middle of J anuary*

Mr# Wigglesworth# What was the fi r s t  day you were requested to 
appear before the Budget?

Mr# Myer* February 5#

Mr* Wigglesworth# That was the fi r s t  date you were requested to 
appear before the Budget?

Mr# Myer# Yes, for  th is year*s budget, you mean?

Mr* Y/ igglesworth. Yes; for  th is year*s budget#

Mr# Myer# Of course we have met with the Budget committee from 
time to time to report progress# I

Mr# Wigglesworth* You prepared th is on a manIyear basis at the 
request of the Budget?

Mr# Myer# Yes; i t  was prepared on a manIyear basis at th eir  request#

PENALTY. MAIL .

Mr• Wigglesworth# I  wish you would put in  the record a statement 
showing the penalty m&il costs, by years, including the estimate we . 
have before us#

Mr* Myer# This last fis ca l  year*

Mr# Wigglesworth# For each fis ca l  year you have been in  opera�
tion , and including the request you are now making, and also a similar 
statement in  respect to the money expended on pu blicity, public rela�
tions, by fis ca l  years, including the one we now have before us#

Mr# Myer«; Yes*

(The information requested fol low s :)

PENALTY MAIL COSTS

There were no penalty mail costs pr ior to th eI fiscal year 1945 
which are estimated at $26,,250* This estimate of appropriation does 
not provide for  an estimated $30,000 for  the fis ca l  year '1946 as i t  is 
being included by the Department of the In ter ior  in  th eir  estimate*

PUBLICITY AND PUBLICIRELATIONS COSTS

Pu blicity and public—relations costs are estimated, by fis ca l  
years, as follows:
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1943IIIIII IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIInrIIIII $ 84,380
OQRRW JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJW W JJJJJJJJJJ� OLL.SRR
1945 I«III IIIIIIIII IIIIII —IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII I 204,168
1946 IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII —IIIIIIIIIIII  160,740

Mr* Wigglesworth* You have already given us a statement as to the 
promotions in  the higher brackets, I  believeo

Mr* Myer* That is  r igh t.

BREAKIDOWN OF FUNDS AVAILABLE BY FISCAL YEAR

Mr# Wigglesworth* Would you also furnish for  the record a state—' 
ment covering the overIall activi t ies , showing a breakIdown of your 
construction and operation, and the outside sources of funds and the 
amount you have received?

Mr* Myer# From the beginning?

Mr* Wigglesworth* Yes; any emergency funds that have been appro�
priated, and funds received from other sources*

Mr* Myer. The tota l  cost, and the tota l funds we have had avail�
able; that is  what you want?

Mr* Wigglesworth* Yes*

(The InformationIrequested follows:)

SOURCE AND AMOUNT OF FUNDS MADE AVAILABLE

AND EXPENDITURES BY FISCAL YEAR

F iscal Year
Amount received by—

.Expenditure s
Transfer ^ Appropriation

T Û/IO ����� ������  qpc, $5,632,925
47,869,753

Xy t̂iOTr— 

T Q/! . $70,000,000
48,170,0001 Qyl ( 42 4̂35*141

i a/! ��*������� � 39 6̂7*075
157,170,000 135,604,894_L O X» cLX

Approximately $>11,852,000 of the total,was expended, for  construction 
of additional fa c i l i t ies  to meet our requirements and the balance for  opera�
tion  of the centers * The or igin al construction of the centers was done 
by the Yfar Department and the cost is not included in  these figu res«

lThe transfer from "Emergency fund for  the President, national defense" 
in  the fis ca l  year 1942 was $6,300,000 of which $667,075 was unexpended and 
made available for..the operation of the emergency refugee shelter for  the 
fis ca l  year 1945#
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Expenditures*, estimated forIthe months eIf• Apr iIlyI IMay, and J une

1945.

Mr# Wigglesworth» This request Iyou are making is  a fu l l  fis ca l  
year*s request?

Mr» Myer» That is correct»

Mr# Wigglesworth* A 12 months* request? I .

Mr» Myer# That is  r igh t»

■ #''� � PROBLEM ATTACHED TO RELEASING INTERNES

Mr» YFigglesworth# As I  understand.it, since the decision by the 
War Department to which you have referred,and since the decision by theI 
Supreme Court, overru ling some of the regu lations and requirements, a l l  of 
these evacuees are free to leave and go home immediately i f  they, want to, 
except such persons as may individu ally be—

Mr# Myer (in terposin g). Excluded by the War Department«

Mr. Wigglesworth# Except those excluded by the War Department#

Mr» Myer# Yes*

Mr» Wigglesworth# Why should we not turn Tule Lake over to the 
Department of J ustice to handle and t e l l  .the other peopleI they are:free 
to go?

Mr» Myer# For the simple reason, Mr» Wigglesworth, that Tule Lake 
is now a mixed center; i t  is not only a segregation center« As I  pointed 
out to the chairman, we have at Tule Lake several thousands of people who 
are free to go, who are, now in  that category, but who were placed at Tu le
Lake, but now under the decision of War Department i t  has been deterI
mined that i t  is not necessary.they. be detained there any longer»

And, *that ties  in  witn the whole relocation  program, and we feel  
that i t  is  possible to assist some of those persons to relocate before 
we fin a l ly  turn the center over# . ......... _■*— ........... : I

We furthermore feel  that i t  wouldI be I unjust to~the.Iprogram, at. th is ' 
moment i f  we had any large movement of people between• IcIentars .now for  i t  
adds to. the feelin g of;'inseCtarity, the feelin g of..not. knowing. (just exactly 
what is going to happen, and the whole problem is  so complicated that i t
i"s going to take another, Iperhaps, � or 3 months Ito determineIhowImany.....
people are el igib le to relocate and i t  may take longer. We have turned 
over approximately 1,000 people to the Department of J ustice since about 
the 1st of J anuary# v ■ I

MT» Wigglesworth. Well, here i t  is the 30th day of Apr il and the 
Army*s revisionI of i ts  ru lihg was made December 17, was i t  not?

Mr• Myer» A l l  the determinations were not made—

Mr» Wigglesworth* I  mean the decision onvthe policy»
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Mr# Myer# The decision was made December 17$ yes#

Mr# Wigglesworth. Prior to that date, you have told  us, in  pre�
vious hearings, I  think, that you had made a very carefu l investigation  
of every one of the evacuees under your ju risdiction#

Mr* Myer# Yes*

Mr# Wigglesworth* And you knew who they were*

Mr* Myer# We also had segregated some of them#

Mr* Wigglesworth. Particu lar ly in  respect*to last year?

Mr* Myer# That is  r igh t.

Mr# Wigglesworth# You have had altogether 4Ig months elapse since 
the change of policy by the War Department# Can you give us some figu res 
comparable to the figu res prior to the time the change in  policy was made?
I  am just wondering why you cannot* complete the process more rapidly than 

you suggest# . ......

• Mj*».IMyer# I  am trying to explain to/ you that the change dn the policy, 
and the making of a determination about the individuals and those who are 
members of the family, involves a rather large task#

... Mr# Wigglesworth. You must .have some of those figures#

Mr# Myer# Oh, we do.

• •, ..Mr* Wigglesworth# On each individual case#

Mr# Myer# We do#

Mr# YTigglesworth# I t  would seam to me to be a simple matter for  
the War Department, in  the ligh t of th is information, and the information 
secured by the Federal Bureau of Investigation , to decide whether an in �
dividual was someone that should be or should not*be detained further#

r I |

Mr#’ Myer# I t  is  not that, simple, the fact is  that they are s t i l l  

making changes in  th eir  l i s ts .

Mr# Wigglesworth. And they are deducting some?

• Mr. Myer. They are*.
t * • '

. Mr..Vfigglesworth# Certain ly you have some estimate# *• ;

• Mr# Myer# They are following through with the revision , and maybe 
the next day we vd �� fin d out they are l is t in g some additional people.

IJ r. Wigglesworth# . L isting them?

Mr. Myer. Yes# The Armyfs l i s t  is  changing.

Mr# Wigglesworth# That they are ‘lettin g more of them move?
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Mr» Myer» Yes; that is  changing a l l  the time* And. I  would, say 
that at the time th is determination was made that probably instead df
�� ���� � ����	�� there were probably 30,000 people, a l l  in  alio

Mr» Wigglesworth, In other words, using the 73,000 roughly, that 
you have got under your ju r isd iction  now, of that number the War Depart�

ment is  satis fied  to let ���� � �  go now?

Mr» Myer» They were at that time» They have more than that on 

their  clear l i s t  now»

Mr» ��GG���3��� �� ���� � 	�� ��:���� ��� �����	���GC

Mr» Myer* That number is  increasing»

Mr» ��GG���3��� �� ���� � ���� 	��� 43,000 � 	�� � ��War ��1	��:��� 

��� ��	��� ��� ���� G�C

Mr» Myer «h Approximately 53,000* Some of those are at Tule Dake*

..Mr. ��GG���3��� H� K 	�� G���� �	�-� ���:�� ���G��	�� X��������� � � 

�	�� ���� ���� ����� � �� <7�555� ������ 	�:���� �::���	����� ��2��	�� &�� �	-��G 
:��� �� � 	�� ����  	@��  	�� ������ � ���	�� ��1	��:���c�� ������ ������ ���� 

������� 1���� 	��� ���N� :��� �� � 	�� you �����:1�	�����3� ���3 �� � ��� ���  

� �:� G�� �	�-�  �:�C� H� e

Mr» Myer» I  misunderstood your question» I.thought your ques�
tion  was why can we not turn them immediately over to thé Department of 

J ustice* t .

M�����GG���3��� �� K 	�� 3	�� ����� 	� 1	��Z����:�� X��������� T�3�� 3 � 

�	�� ���� ���� ���� � �:� G�C

Mr* Myer. We can let those go that, are free tô go at  ��� time» How�
ever, i t  is  not an easy thing for  people to go who have been out of circu�
lation  for  � years, and whose property, i f  they had any, is either leased 
for  a period of months, or i f  takes time for  them to decide, between th eir  

family members, where they are going»

I  would lik e to point out, Mr» Wigglesworth, that during the êvacua�
tion  movement in  1942, when the Army moved people without any question as 
to the consideration of those people at a l l ,  that i t  took aboht 7 or ��
months to move the ��� , ��� , by train loads, and noŵ when you are dealing 
with the movement of a large number of people, trying to get them estab�
lished, according to our plan, i t  w i l l  take about �� months to move appro�
ximately 65,000 people on an individual family *hasis. We 5��� figu red 
they should have the opportunity to determine in  th eir  own way where they 
want to go, and to make that determination with the rest of the family, 
and in  working out a plan they must look over the ter r itory to determine 
where they are going» And we have adopted the policy of not moving the people 
out, especially the older people and the children u n til they ’have had a re�
asonable time with in  which to Idetermine where they want to move»,. I t  is 
a delicate and patient operation, and i t  is ju st almost impossible, for  any�
one who has not l ived with i t ,  to know the human problems involved.

Mr. Wigglesworth. Your obligation  to these people is  very d ifferen t»
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F ir s t, to those who are at Tule Lake, and the others who are under your 
¿jurisdiction which the War Department has told are free to leave*

Mr* Myer* Yes, but we feel  we have a reasonable obligation* since 
they were taken away from th eir  homes, to help them get reestablished, 
and i t  w i l l  take a few months for  them to do so*

%��� ��:����� � ���� ��� � �� ��	��1���	����� X�������i� ��11���� � �� 

3���� ��	��� ��� ��	@�� � �� �������� ��3�� 3�� ������ ���� :�@�� 	 � � � ��� � ���� 1��1�� 

	�� ����� � � � 3�� @v 	����� ��� ��� ��.� � � � 3����� ��� 	� 1 ����	�� �:1�����������

. AUTHORITY TO ASSIST PERSONS AFTER RELEASE

Mr* Wigglesworth# Do you feel  you have the necessary authority to 
look after  these people in defin itely who are now free to go?

Mr* Myer* We have the Executive order of the President, plus the 
congressional appropriation acts, and I  think we have been quite clear in  
what we planned to do and we have been carefu l not to exceed the authority 
that has been given us here# And we hope Congress w i l l  see f i t  to give 
us some flex ib i l i ty ,  to continue the centers u n til we can get th is job done 
in  a decent and humane manner*

A fter  a l l ,  I  would just l ik e to say that we take a l i t t l e  pride 
in  the fact that we are an emergency agencyIthat is trying to get out of 
business by the.time the ivar is  over, and we believe we should, from the 
standpoint of what is  best for  the program i t s el f* From the standpoint 
of what we think is  good and sound for  the United States Government, since 
we have been assigned the task of looking after  these people, we should 

continue the program we have started for  a reasonable time u n til 'we can fin d 
some place where they can make a reasonable adjustment* We feel  we are 
simply following in  the normal lin e of procedure in  lin e with the principles 
of the United States Government* We are dealing with a group of' people who 
have been badly torn and we are endeavoring to help them make adjustments* 
Many of them do not speak English very flu en tly, and there are a‘ number 
of other problems involved*

Our au thority, Mr• 'Wigglesworth, stems en tirely frolii th is ’ committee 
and the Congress; we must leave i t  with you to determine whether or not 
you feel  our proposal is  sound# I ‘

Mir# Wigglesworth* There is  no legis la tive authority for  your pres�
ent program*

Mr# Myer# No; and there never has been except the Executive order 
and the appropriation acts# k

Mr# Wigglesworth* Do you feel  you have authority to* provide as�
sistance, special assistance for  every one of these* people who afe free 
to go, and i f  so, for  how long?

Mr* Myer# 6�� are asking that authority from th is committee now#
The only authority we w i l l  have is the order to do the job,*with  the funds 
that are given to carry out that authority, and I  hope that the money 
w i l l  be available, and we hope i f  possible to complete the major part of 
the job by the 1st of J anuary#
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Mr. Wigglesworth. Do you fee.l, that, you have the authority to 
grant relocation  assistance to these people after  they are free to go?

Mr« Myer« There is no question .about that«

Mr« Wigglesworth« * Where do you think i t  comes from?

Mr« Myer. We laid out our program th is last year on that basis, and 
we have explained the basis on which the job was to be done, and we have 
granted relocation  assistance during th is whole period»

�I �Iu Wigglesworth». Yes; but I  am talk in g‘about now« That refers
to the condition that existed at that time, but now you are under the 
War Department policy that says they are free to go«

Mr» Myer. Our major responsibility has always been relocation«

Mr* Wigglesworth. But whatever authority was implied at that time 
was not given in  the ligh t of the pictu re we now have v/ hich authorizes 
the evacuees to leave immediately. In other words, the situ ation  has 
changed mater ially now*

�I�* i i!r#�.uye *̂ ¥e made the statem3nt* I  think, to the Congress, cerI  
the Bureau of the Budget, and I  think to the Congress as well 

that i f  the situ ation  changed, , i f  there should be a sudden change in  the 
program in_would necessarily affect pur program. I  thinkIwe have made

• +C ��� alonS the lin e what our respon sib ilities are and what we 
intend to do m  the operation of the program.

n . n ? 2** WJ Sglesworth.. But I  am looking ahead and not looking back* I  
am talk ing about ypur au thority.at the present time*

Mr. Myer. We think We have the authority.

Mr. Wigglesworth* .You.mean as to the evacuees that areI free to 
go home?

C� 0

'. , Mr* Myer. Yes

7� �8� � Wip les™°**th. As to these people who are free to go home, do 
y°u, âve the au thorityIto assist them in  securing jobs and 

mg out The adjustments in  the centers u n til they are evacuated?

Mr« Myer. Yes«

Mr. Wigglesworth. Even though they are .free to go? •

J :r * w er|  That is r i Sh t5 that has been our job r ight straight 
along, Mr. Wigglesworth. �

Mr. Wigglesworth. But the situation  has changed now.

. .  � ifT* My0r* 5 °; ■ i t  ����� expedites the operation, ��	��Wigglesworth, 
we have never been ja i ler s  or never have operated a concentration

° Ĵ _ ou r  f b has been simply to assist in  relocating these people, we were 
established as an agency for  that purpose.
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Mr« Wigglesworth, But that has been done#

Mr# Myer# ho; i t  has not been done; our job is not complete#

Mr# Wiggleswortli# , You are talk ing about the old program#

Mr# Myer# Tie feel  that we have an administrative respon sibility 
to assist them to get relocated in to normal communities, and I  think you 
w i l l  find that is  what we have tr ied  to do#

i
Mr# Wigglesworth* But you go back to what has been done; the condi�

tion  has.changed, the emergency has passed, and you want to go back here 
and assist these people u n til they go home# "" * . ,

” Mr# Myer# That is  right#

"•Mr# Wigglesworth# You spell out the authority given you in ’ the; 
acts of th is committee as contained in  the appropriation made to you#

Mr# Myer# Partly, Our authority stems from Executive Order S102#

• IMr# Wiggle sworth.# That does not go tor. these estimates; I  do not 
'believe that, covers th is' picture# '

Mr# Myer# I  believe i t  w i l l ,  assuming that .you consider the Execu�
tive order valid , and the authority which is set upr under the appropria�
tion  act# I  want to repeat that we have complied with the policies which 
have been laid  out in  the appropriation acts by the Appropriations Commi�
ttee in  the expenditure of funds and I  do not believe that we have over�
stepped that authority# �

Mr# Wigglesworth# I  do not believe you have developed in  the record 
as yet, in  detail, th is fact, but I  think there must be some lim itation , 
because you do not plan to keep these people who are free to go home inde�
fin i tely ,  do you?

Mr# Myer# I  thought I  had made i t  clear, Mr# Wigglesworth, that 
J anuary 2 was the date we have set for  liqu idating the centers other than 
Tule Lake#

Mr# Wigglesworth# That is your present plan; i f  th is works out as 
expected i t  would take how long?

Mr# Myer# There are certain  things of course we cannot control, 
and I  would lik e to make i t  clear that i f  the transportation situ ation  is  
tied  up through the movement of troops, for  instance, we cannot of course 
transport a l l  of these people# I t  might be impossible during certain  
periods of movements of troops, for  instance, to get transportation fa c i l i �
t ies , and that would make i t  necessary for  us to revise our plans. And 
these are oIyier elements that might change the situation , wheh you are 
thinking of the movement of f i f t y  or s ixty thousand .people. But we are 
trying to assist these people to relocate with the thought in  mind thatI 
they are American citizen s, most of them# Some extremists on the one side, 
who have battled us throughout the wholo relocation  program, and on the 
other side, some of our best fr iends, feel  that we are attempting to close 
these centers too soon# We have tr ied  to h it iirhat we think is  a reasonable
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"In a few moments I  shall speak b r iefly about that other enemy* 
But fi r s t ,  let me make an appeal* I  realize that th is w i l l  be a d i�
gression from my train  of thought, but I  do wish, i f  only for  a moment, 
to dwell on another subject in which I  am deeply interested, and I  
venture to hope that I  may in terest you gentlemen also*

"One of the proudest achievements of our country is  our assimi�
lation of many differen t races within our borders* Trtie take wellI  
just" iied pride in  the term "melting pot" as applied to our nation*
The existence and purpose and membership of the Holland Society are a 
livin g testimonial to that great pr inciple, and i t  is  especially in �
teresting to note that even three centuries ago, when the Dutch West 
India Company had extended to a l l  fr iendly European countries the 
pr ivilege of trading with the then province of New Amsterdam, the town 
of New Amfeterdam rapidly assumed the cosmopolitan character for  which 
i t  has ever since been noted and that according to contemporary 
reports, eighteen languages were spoken among i ts  400 or 500 inhabit�
ants in  1643.

"The point I  wish to make is  th is. In time of war, blind pre�
judice is  always rampant. In  the last war I  remember than even loyal 
Americans with German names were a l l  too often looked at askance.
That bigotry fortunately does not exist today, but i t  does exist today 
among a larIe proportion of our fellow countrymen with regard to 
American citizens of J apanese descent. In fact many, perhaps most, of 
our compatriots refer  to those fellowIcitizen s of ours ouite indiscrimi�
nately as "J aps". In  reading the many letters  I  receive from a l l  over 
the country on that subject I  very seldom know whether the writer is  
referr ing to Americans or to outright enemy aliens. There is , or should 
be, a great difference there.

"In time of war, especially, we must take every proper step to 
protect our country from h ostile acts, especially from espionage or 
sabotage, within our gates. Vie have competent o ffic ia l  au thorities to 
attend to that consideration, and they are attending to i t ,  constantly 
and effectively. I  do know that l ik e the Americans of German descent, 
the overwhelming majority of Americans of J apanese origin  wish to be 
and are wholly loyal to the United States, and not only that, but 
they wi sh to prove that loyalty in service to th eir  native land.
Reiman Morin, of the Associated Press, reports from the F ifth  Army in 
I ta ly  that the fi r s t  unit of AmericanIborn J apanese troops went into 
combat smiling with satisfaction  as i f  they were going to a baseball 
game; th îr  motto is  "Remember Pearl Harbor", and th eir  commander 
said that he wouldn’ t trade his command for any other in the Army.
Their officer s , said Morin, are unanimously enthusiastic about the 
auality and sp ir it of those men and said they never had seen any troops
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train  harder and more assiduously and never had any doubt as to what to 
expect of them in combat. A German prisoner was brought past th eir  en�
campment one day; he «raped with surprise when he saw th eir  faces and 
asked i f  they were J apanese. An in terpreter explained that they were 
Americans of J apanese parentage. The German shook his head in  wonder 
and said; "Ach; that’ s American.” There are camps in our country today
engaged exclu sively in train ing these men for  m ilitary service. I  have
met and talked to them. Their officers  are proud of th eir  charges.

nWhat I  wish to say is  merely th is . Those Americans of J apanese 
d es er t have grown up in our country, in  our democratic atmosphere.
Most of them have never known anything else. Among those few who have 
been to J apan, most of them could not stand the l i fe  there and soon 
returned to the United States. The overwhelming majority of those men 
want to be loyal to us, and, perhaps surprisingly, the few who don’ t 
want to be loyal to us often say so openly. I t  does not make for  
loyalty to be constantly under suspicion when grounds for  suspicion 
are absent. I have too great a b el ief in the sanctity of American
citizenship to want to see those Americans of J apanese descent penal�
ized and alienated through blind prejudice. I  want to see them given 
a souare deal. I  want to see them treated as we r igh tly treat a l l  
other American citizens regardless of th eir  racial origin  I with 
respect and support, unless or u ntil they have proved themselves un�
worthy of respect and support. That fundamental principle should 
apply a l l  along the line I to every citizen  of the United States of 
America. ”
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A STATEMENT OF GUIDING PRINCIPLES OF 
THE WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

The War Relocation Authority recognizes that the fore�
most task before the people of th is country is  to win the 
war. This means concentrating; on figh tin g the enemyI 
rather than figh tin g an ong ourselves, and using a l l  the 
available manpower where i t  can do the most good,

We have faj th in the American democratic way of l i fe ,  with 
eoual rights, pr ivileges, and responsibilities for  a l l ,  
regardless of race, creed, or national or igin .

We assume that the great majority of the people of J apanese 
ancestry now in th is country w i l l  stay here during* the war 
and afterward.

We have confidence in the ab i l i ty of the Armed forces to 
wame the war, and of the authorized in telligen ce agencies 
of the government to give proper surveillance to a l l  suspected 
or Potential enemies within our country, /

We believe that i t  is possible to distingu ish between the 
loyal and the disloyal people of J apanese ancestry, as well 
as with other national or racial groups, to a degree which 
w i l l  insure the national security.

We believe loyalty grows and sustains i t s e l f  only when i t  is 
given a chance. I t  cannot flou rish  in an atmosphere of 
suspicion and discrimination.

Steps which th is government takes to suppress or discriminate 
against the people now in relocation, centers give weight to 
the enemy’ s argument that the United Nation* are waging a 
race war. This argument is used in propaganda directed at 
the peoples of the P acific areas, and others whose collahorati 
with the United Nations can help to speed up the day of 
vi ctory.

Repressive or discriminatory treatment of people of J apanese 
ancestry in relocation centers w i l l  be used by the J apanese 

m ilitar is ts  as a pretext for  reprisals against American 
prisoners of war and American civi l ian s  held by the J apanese 
government•
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ATTITUDE OF THE WAR DEPARTMENT ON THE QUESTION OF TAKING 

OVER THE OPERATION OF WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY CENTERS

In  response to a direct question by Senator Chandler of Kentucky 
regardin'? the War Department's views on S. 444, a b i l l  providing 

the transfer of certain functions of th© ifar Relocation 
Authority to the War Department, Colonel Scobey had th is to says

“The War Department is  not in favor of th© 
b i l l .  The War Department looks upon the 
measure as giving to i t  a responsibility 
which i t  is  not particu lar ly qu alified to 
Handle, because th© objective to be accom�
plished is of a social nature rather than 

of a m ilitary nature.

“The War Department has a tremendous job 
on i ts  hand's. I t  needs a l l  of i ts  personnel 
on m ilitary projects rather than on social 
orojects, as this is  looked upon* That, 
basically, is the reason the War Department 
feels  that i t  doesn't want to handle th is job*
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