


STATEMENT BY J. EDGAR HOOVFR ON THE LOYALTY
OF JAPANEGE AMERICANS

(Excerpts from testimony before the House
Appropristions Committce on the Department
of Justicc appropristion bill)

"We have had practicelly no trouble with the Jaepancsc in
Howaii. I madc the statement before that there has been no ss
tage or cgpionage committee in Hawail, subsecquent to Pearl Ha
Therc was espionagc committed prior to Pcarl Harbor, but not
the Japancse population asg such, but by cspionage sgents and
sular agcnts of the Japencse government,

"I want to mention bricfly the work which the buresu has
performed in the field of cnemy control.

"TImmedi: tely following the incident at Pearl Herbor on
December 7, 1941, we wcre celled upon to effcct the apprenhension
of potcntislly dengerous aliens enemics, .

"The action takcn and the prompt menncr in which it was
tekcn, took out of circuletion thosc individuals who might have
been the nuclcus of any cspionage or sabotage rings of cither
Japanesc, Germans, or Itellans in the United States.

"I think that is thc rcason why wc have had so little
troublc from subversive agents in this country at thc prescnt
timc. Of coursc, wec are constantly on the alcrt as to the ac-
tivitics of such groups thet erc still in the country in the
alicn encmy class.




EXTRACTS FROM TESTIKFONY OF J. EDGAR HOOVEF
BEFORE TEE SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE
COMITITTEE OF APPROPRIATIONS
HOUSE OF REPRESTENTATIVES
February 18, 1943

¥Mr. Hoover: "We have had practically no trouble with the Japanese in
Hawaii. I made the statement before that there has been
no sabotage or espionage committed in Hawaii, subsequent
to Pearl Harbor. There was espionage committed prior to
Pearl Harbor, but not by the Japanese population as such,
but by espionage agents end consular agents of the Japan-
ese Governmemt."

. Carter: "Of course, vou have pretty well corralled the Japanese in
Calif.) this country?"

Hoovers:

"I understand that we have a good many of them in the Army.
This is not within your jurisdietion, but do you know of
any trouble that we have had with them?™

Hoover: T have not heard of any."

Immediately following the incident at Pecarl Harbor on December 7,
1941, we were called upon to effect the apprehension of potentially dan-
gerous alien enemies. I have here for the committee's information a ta-
bulation showing the number of alien enemies who have been apprehended

of December 31, 1942, by nationalities, and their disposition. There
a total of 12,272,

Disposition of Aliem Enemies Apprehended as of December 31, 1942

Japan- Ger- Ital~ Hungar- Ruman- Bulgar-
se mans ians ians ians jans TOTAL

=
c

Interned A s ke A 230 1 4,467
Paroled R 331 : 0 2,903

1,559 1,¢ 3,760

¢GOSR ) 1,142

4,919 2,270 9 12,272




ARE JAPANESE AMERICANS LOYAL

Military Intel
ian Department

(Excerpts from speech given at the University of Hawaii
Forum, March 1943)

"yithout revealing secret military information, 1 can say
truthfully ihﬁt members of the Japanese race have themselves const-
tuted our chi lisison with the Japsnese community and our most
rel ublc cneck on its morale, its needs and its activities.

"How differently a Himmler or 8 R“ﬂenberg woild have handlec
cate gituation. Doeg anyone believe for a moment thet any of
crowd would give one of enemy race a fair chance to prove him-

that¥s what wes done in Hewaii--and so far it has proved
ily sound, That the situation is working out well is
nor ‘wly to wige administration, but to tolerance on the part of
rest of our good Americans here. We have lived up to President
Roosevelt's description of democratic peoples as 'men of good L

"It would take much too lﬁrp to tell you of the many conc
ways in which many of tncsc people who were put on the spot have proved
their love for America and have h&lﬁu@ solve an otherwise tickligh
militery problem here. or the information of all who might be misled,

there is none among us who hag been led into this policy out of &
nzqﬂt;; sentimentality or gullibility 0 ug Japan and her people are

ardy. ; : who would stop

. army and

navy mvsi finitels ! he question of Americans of Japanese
blood ig far different.
show themselves dangerously bﬁhrﬂlﬂ
should be treated as Americans.”




Statement by:
Elmer Davis
Director of the Office of War Information

(Excerpts from a nation-wide radio broadcagt on
April 23, 1943.)

"The agsassinations (of American flyers by Tokyo) have had
no effect in this country except to produce universally a grimmer
determination to fight through to complete victory-- a determination
that seems to be felt by American citizens of all sorts. Let me read
you some extracts from one newspaper editorial-- 'We know today the
nature of the brutal enemy we face across the Pacific, and this know-
ledge should serve to intensify our efforts to achieve a apeedy and
complete victory. The American people will not brook a negotiated
end to this war. There can be no peace with murderers. We must and
will gain the unconditional surrender of our axis enemies. The enemy
will give no quarter, and the salvation of our way of life rests on
complete and irrevocable military victory'.

"Those passages come from a Salt Lake newspaper called the
Pacific Citizen, the organ of the Japanese-American Citizens' League;
and it shows that American citizens of Japancse ancestry who have
grown up in this country and absorbed the Amcrican faith in freedom
and democracy feel just the seme ebout this outrage as do all other
Americans citizens. At Camp Shelby, in Mississippi, there are three
thousand Americen soldiers of Japanese ancestry; and they turned out
yesterday and put the better part of a month's pay into war bonds, to
show what they thought of this performence in Tokyo. Thousands of
other Americans of Japanese blood, from Hewaii and from the reloca-
tion camps in the west, are now being inducted into the army-- all of
them tested and known for their loyalty to their country, and all of
them just as cager to avenge this sort of behavior as are any other
Americans."




FXTRACTS FROM ADDRESS BY HON, JOSEPH C. GREW, FORMFR AMBASSADOR
TO JAPAN, AT UNION COLIEGE, SCHENECTADY, NEW YORK, ON APRIL 26, 1943:

"We know, in this country, what persons of Japanese race,
retaining part-the good part- of Japan's wonderful culture,
can perform. The Americans of Japanese origin are an invaluable
element in our population; I welcome their presence, and regret
the bitter necessity of imposing on a trustworthy and loyal ma-
jority of nisei the restraints which are made needful by the bad
behavior and evil repute of a minority. There are among Ameri-
cang of Japanese race as fine people - individually- as you can
find anywhere, and many of them are peculiarly anxious to repay
America for freedom by making especially arduous efforts in the
prosecution of the war. I welcome the policies of our govern-
ment which are designed to relieve the nisei of discriminatory
restrictions ag rapidly and fairly as possible, and I applaud
the action of the Army in setting up facilities whereby these
Americans will be able to show the world what they are able to
do.

"These Americens of Japanese origin are to Japan what you
and I are to England, Scotland,Ireland, Germany, France and
other European countries. They are Americans, but they are
algso the "cousing in the New World." I em proud of my trans-
Atlantic cousing, and do not feel myself-to be any the less
American for that; and I would respect any American of Japan-
ege descent who tried to contribute to our common, free Ameri-
can life those esgpecially good qualities which he may have
inherited from his transg-Pacific origin. We in America are in
a real sense the apostles of the future; we show the rest of
mankind what men of diverse races and cultures can accomplish
with 8 common good will. We Americansg, ' of all races and creeds,
fight the evils of degpotic and selfish militerism., There can
be no compromige betwoen ourselves and the arrogant exclugive-
negs of gelf-styled men-Gods of Japan- no more than between
ourselvesg and the self-gstyled Aryans of Germany. ¥4In our war-
against caste and privilege, wherever they may exist or occur-
the contribution of Americans who are of Japanese degcent is of
real value first, because they are living proof of our non-
racial free unity: secondly because they meke a valuable and
wholegome contribution to the sum total of our American
civilization,"




Brosdeast by R. B. Cozzens
Field Assistant Director, War Relocation futhority
PIAL CLUB PROGRAN
Station EZLX, Oakland, California
Phil Rey, Sponsor of the Dial Club, Interviewer
12505 %0 12:30 peme, June 24, 1943

Introduction by Phil Ray.

How was V. R.A, ostablished end what was it directed to do?t

W.B.A, wns esteblished on Harch 18, 1942, by an Executive Order
signed by the President as Fresident of the United States and
Commander and Chief of the rmy and Savy. This order established
Office for Emergency Nenagement of the Executive
the President. Under this order the Director of Var
Reloeation Authority was authorized and directed to formulate
and effectuste a progran for the removal of persons or classes

~

of porsons from areas designated by appropriaste milit

Tl

comaander under Execubtive Order 5088. The order

to wasz the Executive Order which delegated to the Seerotary of

Yar or sppropriate milltery commander the authority to establish
i o

military areas and to provide for the oxslusion of muy or all

persons therefrom.

How did these orders you refer to, Bob, affect the Japanese

population of the West Cosst?
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Well, Phil, in the first place, Executive Order 9066 brought about
the military areas on the West Coast and the exelusion order that
followed, Hext the establishment of Assembly Centers. Exescutive
Order 9102 established the War Relocation Authority; and, under
this order, 10 War Relocation Centers were oonstructed for the

purpose of handling the Japanese evacuees,

Vhen were the Sar Relocation Centers occupled?

The Reloecation Centers were ocecupied between May and November 1942,
People of Japsnese ancestry were transported by the military from
the issembly Centers to the Reloeation Centers and were there

twrned over to War Relocestion Authority.

How many people were sent to Helocation Centers, Bob?

The total figure, Phil, was approximetsly 107,000, which was
divided roughly as follows: 60 pereent American citizens and

40 percent aliens,

You mentioned in the begimning, Bob, that W.R.A, was directed to
provide for the removal of certain people., Give us some of the
other items you are directed to carry out under this all-important

Executive Order.

Very glad %o, Phil., The question you have just asked is an

all-important one, as many people who discues thie subject lose
sight of the fact that W.,R.A. is operating under an Bxecutive Order

and that the order has directed us to provide for not only removal




of certain people but alse for the relocation, maintensnce, and

supervision of this group; eand, in addition, insofar as feasible
and desirable, provide for their employment at useful work in

industry, commeroe, agrisulture, or on public projects.

You have menticned so far, Bob, the fxecutive Orders which led wp
to evacuation, the order establiching V.H.A, and what you are directed
to doe Did these Executive Orders affect sll pesple of Japanese

ancestry residing in the United States?

> N

¥o, they did nots The orders only affected the militery areas
established in the Yestern Defense Command end small areas with

reference to ontry in the Fastern anéd Southern Commanés.

Then do I understand that there was & substantial number of people
of Jspanese ancestry now in the United States that have never been

under any Bxelusion Order?

Thet is correct, Phils The eveacuation erder affected only those
pecple of Japaneso sncestry who were living iz Califormis, coastal
sreas of Oregon and Weshington, and the southern one-third of
Arigona on & certsin date in the spring of 1942. Unly these persons
of Jepaness ancestry werc evacuated and subsequently provided
emergency places of residence in Reloeation Centers, In addition
to this group are those who veluntarily moved prior to the freese
order snd some 20,000 persons of Japanvse ancestry who were living
in other perts of the United Ststes in the spring of 1542, Nome of
the people in the two letter groups have ever been in Reloestien

Centers.
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That's very interestinge Tell me, is there any other growp which

has never been in Relocation Centers?

Yes, there is a certain number of Japsnese aliens, like other

aliens of enemy nationality, vhich were considered to be of

potential danger to intermal security, which were epprehended
by the Depertment of Justice and confined in enemy intermment
canpe. Those camps, as you know, are not urder the jurisdiction

of the Var Relocation Authoritye.

at's fine, Beb, and appears to bring us
discussion, That is, some 20,000 to 25,000 people of Japanese
sncestry were and are living throughout the United States and
have never been evacusteds a rather large number of aliens
considered dangerous have been interned for the duration by
the Department of Justice; and the balance are in Relocst ion
Centers, or should I say were in Reloecation Centers because I
understand W.,R.A. has a program of reloecation which is permitting
certain evacuses to relocate in parts of the United States
cutside of the Western Militery ireas., Is that true; eand, if

g0, tell me how it works?




As All your statements are true, Phils but there are a few t hings
whieh I think you should knows The loave policies which permit
people to relocate were cheoked with the Department of Justice
and Var Department before they were executed, These policies
are in accordance with the directive in the Presidential Executive
Order which oreated the agency and are aimed at bringing sbout
the relocation into normal communities of the largest possible
number of the evacuated people consistent with the nationsl

security.

I believe we understend most of those things, Bobs but what I
would like to knmow is who may meke application for leave and

how may they seoure it?

I am glad you reised that guestiom, Phil, because I believe nany

of our listeners think we just turn the evacuses loose. This is not
the omse. Any resident of a Relocation Center may apply for permission

to leave the center; but permission is granted only if the followine
H ¥ { ¢ o

conditions are mets (1) There is nothing in the record of the person

to indicate that he would be dangerous to socisty or to the national
security; (2) he has a place to go and means of supporting himself;
(8) there is evidence that his presence in the community to whiech

he proposes to go would not cause a disturbance; and (4) the evacues
agroes Lo keop the War Reloeation Authority infao med of his address

at all times,
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That all s omds very simple, but how do you establish such

information md fects?

well, Phil, the ¥ar Relogation Authority has basie records on every
evacuce 17 years of age and over who is eligible for consideration
for leave., These records provide infermation on the evacuce's
education, affilistions, foreign travel, smployment, rsligion,

and other pertinent {acts in addition to his own statements on the
mattor of allerisnce to the United Stateses Both records are
carefully checked when the evecuee applies for a psrmit to leave,

If there is any guestion cbout the desirability of granting a permist,

&
&

the records, if any, of the Pederal Bureau of Investigation and other

intellirence agencies are securcd before & determination is made.

d, Bob, by saying you had records oa all who were

»

eligible for leeve. Vhat do you mean by tThat?

211 sre not eligible for leave, Phile That is, leave permits &re
not issued to persons who have applied for repstriation or
expatriation to Japan, those who have not pledged unqualified
loyelty to the United States, or sny cthers whose records indicat
reason to guestion the advisability of their living outside the
genters in normsl communities duwring the war. You will note from

the last statement, Phil, that everyone must have & clean bill of

health bef8Pe has any opportunity to lsave & Relocation Center,

and 1 am swe you further understand thet even though he does have,

he eannot returm to the lest Coest Military Areas.
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Your discussion so far, Bob, hes cleared up many points which have
caused me great concerni but while I have you here, explain for me

how the pesople are fed,

In Relocation Centers evacuees are all fed in mess halls operated

-

by the Authority with the use of evacuee lsbors Hach mess hall
250 e 800
futhority to provide the evacures good substantial food of a gquality

3a

and gquantity eomparable to that available to the gensrsl publi e,

Food is purchased for the Centers through the Cuartermaster forps of

tze United States Army under speeifications established by the Army.

It is issued to the mess halls wmder circumstances which provide

strict comtrel over the kind and quantity of {ood wssde 511 rationing
regulations and recommendations appliceble to clvilisn populations

of the Ypited States are applied in the operatios of moss halls in
Reloeation € If regulations governing the populstion are
modified, corresponding modifications will be msde in the feeding program

i Centerss
hat does your food cost snd have you & limit whieh you ceannot exceed?

Yee, Phile Food costs cannot exveod 45 cents per day per person snd

our aversge is approeximately 40 cente per day per person,

)

That is about 15 and 1/5 cents per meal for foods Tell me what

do the evacuees do in the way of producing their own food?




Ae

-8-

It is the poliey of the Authority to provide facilities which will
enable the evacuees to produce as much as possible of the food
required for their own subsistence, and all Centers will have
substential amounts of agricultural land available this Year. 1t
is, therefore, planned that each Cemter will produce vegetables
necessary {or the requirements of the Center during the production

season in each locality,

Will any Centers produce more than they need, Bob?

Yes, Phil, that part of the program is also planned and production

programs to provide basic commodities needed are now under way on a
large scales For example, vegetebles produced in the winter in
Arisona Centers are shipped to Centers in Idaho and Wyoming, which,
in exchange, will ship summer-produced foods to Arizons Centers,
Swine and poultry projects are established at some Centers and
will be completed in the balance of the Centers this year. In a
few Centers having the necessary grazing land, beef cattle will be
produced; and dairy projects will be established where necessary to

relieve serious competition with the general public,

That surely sounds interesting, Bobj; but what will this all amount
to in acreage, dellars snd cents, ten, or any way that you care

to express it?
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TEXT OF VHITE HOUSE STATEMENT

ON TREATMENT OF PERSONS OF JAPANESE ANCESTRY

Folloving the attack on Pearl Harbor, the Secretary of War, after con-
sultation 'iah the commending General of the Western Defense Command, as
well as other cials and agencies of the CGovernment, authorized the
svvcuytiﬁ” of citizens and aliens of Japanese descent from the West Coast

thority of oxccutive order 9066. The objective was to
e Jananese population from a sensitive and threatened

1.5 a precautionary measure end carried no implications
loyalty.

number of uniden-

ications were, however, that there were a
d alien, who, by reason
1
1¢

of Japanese descent, both ecitizen an
bw**t to Japon, constituted 2 potential threat to our sec-
ffected the orircinal moves in connection with the evacu-
the asscmbly centers into which the evacuccs were first

detailed renort on the evacuation and the part played by the Army
been nrenared by the commanding General, "estern Defense Command. It
shortly be made available to the President amd the Congress.

The Army has not, howcver, attempted to deal with the problem of rc-
location and rcsettlement of the evacuated ncople. Shortly after the
cvacuation was dccided upon, the War Rolocation Authority was set up in
order to relieve the Army of nonmilitary burdens and to assist the

.

evacuees in re-establishines themselves away from the coastal zone.

The first sten was the establishment of widely separated inland
points of 10 larve relocation centers which were built by the Ammy but
have been menaged from the beginning by the Var Relocation Authority.

The great bulk of the evacuated people are still living in these
conters. They are quartercd in barrack-type buildines of frame con-
struction, and take their mcals in mess halls, cach accommodating up-
ward of 250 people. They are not allowed at any time to lcave the
contor without a permit, and after dark are restricted to the limits of
the barracks area.

Preservation of lar and order within the centers is a responsibility
of the Yar Relocation #uthority. However, the external boundaries of
each nroject area are smuarded by a detachment of military police, who
are evailable for duty within the center in the event of disorder. Thus
far, theyv have been summoned to cuell a disturbance on only one occasion.
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Evacuees at the centers are provided by the Government with food,
housing and medical care. Schools are maintained for the children. A
portion of the food is produced by the evacuees themselves on Government-
ovned or Government-leased land within the project aree; some perishable
commodities are purchased locally, and practically all other food is
bourht through the quartermaster depots of the Army.

A1l retioning restrictions applicable to the civilian population are
strietly followed and two meatless days are observed each week. In areas
vhere the loeal milk supplies are short, milk is provided only to small
children, nursing or expectant mothers, and special dietary cases. Beef
served at the centers is third rmrade and no fancy meats of any kind are

n

furnished,

In ceneral, the food is nourishing but definitely below Army standards.
The cost of feedins at the centers over the past several months has ranged
from 34 to 42 cents per person per day.

In order to hold dovn the costs of operating the centers, the Var
Relocation Authority has utilized evacuee labor to the fullest possible
extent in the production of foodstuffs end the development of agricultur-
al land, and in providing the necessary community services. Top positions
in each line of work, however,are occuptéd by non-Japanese civil scrvice
employes. Those evacuces who work are paid at the rate of 312, $16 or
$19 a month, and sre provided, in addition, #ith eclothing allowances for
themselves and their dependents.

The clothing allowances range from 824 a year for small children in
the southerly centers to $45 a year for adults in centers where winters
are severe. Approximately 90 per cent of the employable evacuees at the
centers are enragped in some line of work at the present time.

The socond step in the WRA program for the cvacuated people is to
help the loval American citizerns and the law-abiding aliens in resecttling
outside the rolocation centers and avav from the cvacuated coesstal zonc.
Present regulations provide thet any resident of a center-~citizen or
alien--may apvnly for permission to leave the center in order to take a
job in agriculturc or industry and establish residence in a normal Amer-

ican community,.

Before permiss is granted, however, the cvacuce's background and
rocord of behavior are carcfully checked, and the attitude of the com-
5

munity tovard receiving evacuees is ascertained.

T1 ocation Authority has acouired extensive informetion con-
cerning the past history, affiliations and attitudes of evacuees past

the age of 17 years. On the basis of these records, leave permits are
pranted. As a further precaution, names of more than 85 per cent of

the evacuecs have been checked against the records of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation ard these checks will be continued until the list of
adult cvacuces has been completely covered.




dence from any source that the evacuees might endanger
3 the llation or interfere with the war effort, per-

been established a joint board, composed of re-
Yavy dobﬂrtmunto and the Var Relocation Auth-
liaison with the Federal Burcau of Investiga-
n AD] is rcouired for cvacuccs who desirc to work
var industries or vish to relocate from relocatior centers into the
vstern-militery area. Such approval is esiven only after all pertinent
i“fﬁrmaflon availeble from the co-operating agencies has been examined

O ¢
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o

ovaluatod.

The "2r Relocation Authority is now undertaking to scgregate those
ovecuecs whose lovaltios liec with Japan. The segregated group will be
auartered in a center by themselves and will not be eligible for leave.
Others, however, will continue to be eligible for leave and will be en-
courared by the War Relocation Authority to take useful employment in
normol communitics outside the evacuated area.

he recsult of military considerations, and deci-
;partment in the mattcr werc based, end will continue
on such considerations. The original restrictions
slishtly, particw‘ nrly with respect to soldiers of

a

the United States Army.
a few mixed-marria~c cascs in cmer~ency
viduel nermits to enter evacuvated areas have been,

19

to be, issued by the Commanding General of the

oricinal restrictions romain force.

is na present intentio alter them, nor is any relaxation under

contemnlat

; the commanding Gencral
crn Defense C have becn i ¢ and continuing con-
and ufre@m@nt on 5 1t ;0 evacuation and
of the llest Coast areas D g strictions aﬂainS‘
Japanese ancestry will remain i rce as long as the
situstion so reouires,

Prior to the outbreak of war there were a number of American citi-

of Japanesc descent in the army. Since the outbreak, a combet

~»f scldicrs of Japanesc ancostry has also been indueted from
FEavaii and the mainlend, Thcsc men in the combat team have been
screened; they are all citiz of the United States, and they have
all volunteered for servics. Thu far their record has been excellent.

Other American snldiers of Japanese descent have performed
and hazardous services in "“nh“ctl*ﬂ wiith our operations in the
and a number have already been decorated for meritous scrvice
the porlicy »f the Var D,»qum«q and the Amy in °11 respeet

an soldiers of Japsnesc ancestry the rishts and privile

Amecrican snldiers

Am‘r

L
ic
er

Fal

A more comnlete renort in accordance wit af
166 will be nrepared and will bec made av ]




?illﬂn Se Mycr
Reloecation Autlio

titutionsl Principles Involved in the Relocation Program

and relo aise important questions

This 'is c ; rds of the persons of
ovacuated from Wes past military areas are citizens of
and the great majority of the rematinder are law-abiding

It is the pocition of the War Reloc:t Leave
gulations are essential to the legal '-.'zm ; v evacuat] € LﬂlnﬂA
programs Tncse Leave Regulations
citizens and law-abiding aliens

1

ablished in normal life.

e believe, in the first place, that the evacuation was within the
nstitutional power of the National Government. The concentration of +HP
Japanese~Americans along the Vest Coast, ﬁhs danger of invasion of that
e possibility. that an unknowa and unrecognizable
L,,r\abr Allagiance to Japan than to the United Sta
icans were not whallJ assimilated in the gene
on the Vest Coast, o he danger of civil disturbance
'ﬂwiricr,raAiﬁnjwmlll thewe fact and rolated facts, created
'ch the National Governmen b wc bolieve, deal with by extraord
'es in the interest of military security. Tho need for speed cres
ULfO‘LW“ut“ nicessity for cvacvy ¢ the whole group instead of &ttcmhtlnr
determine who were dangerous among them, so that only those might be evacuated.
That same need made it impossible hold adequate investigations or to {
hearings to the ovacuecs bcfore cvacuation.

nt acuation was originally determined upon, it was contemplatcd
that the evacusc wawld be free immediately to go anywhere they wanted within
lcr" as thev remained outside of the evacuated area.

vacuees left the nv&cuatud arca voluntarily at that time

have nover lived in rclocation centerse The

c;n+vrs for the ovacuecs was not made ufitil

4\0 upon, and was made largely becausé

and unplanned rescttlement of 112,000

relocation center is not, therefore, a necessary part
n processe It is not intended to be more than a temporary stage
re locating- the evacuees into new homes and jobs.
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The detention or internment of citizens of the United States against
whom no charges of disloyalty or subvsrsiveness have been made, or can be
made, for longer than the minimum period necessary to screen the loyal from
the disloyal, and to provide the necessary guidance for relocation, is beyond
the power of the War Relocation Authsrity. Tn the first place, neither the
sngress, in our Appropriation Acts or any other legislation, nor the President,
in the basic Executive Order No. 9102 under which we are operating, has dlrected
the War Relocation Authority to carry out such detention or interament. Second-
y, lawyers will readily agree that an attempt to authorize such confinement
would be very hard to reconcile with the constitutional rights of citizens. "

The Leave Reguiations of the War Relocation Authority, instead of pro-
viding for such internment of loyal citizens or law-abiding aliems, set up a
OFOC”aL“ under which any evacuee may secure indefinite leave from a relocation
center if he can meet the following four conditions ==

l. WRA must be satisfied from its investigation -~ that there is no
reason to believe issuance of leave to the particular evacuee will interfere
with the war program or endanger the public peace and security;

individual must have a job or means of support;

community to which the individual wishes to go must be one in
can FQIOL& e without public disturbance;

evacuee must agree to keep WRA notified of any change of address.

The War Relocation Authority is denying indefinite leave to those
evacuees who request repatriation or expatriation to Japan or who have answered
in the negative, or refused to answer at all, a direct questicn as to their
loyalty to the United States, or against whom the Intelligence agencies or WRA "
records supply direct evidence of disloyalty or subversiveness, The great
majority of the evacuees fall into none of these classes, and are thus eligible
to leave under the Authority's Regulations.

[

On June 21, 19L3, the Supreme Court of the United States handed down its
decision in the case of Gordon Hirabayashi v, United States. Hirabayashi had bd'.
convicted of violating both the curfew orders and the evacuation orders appli-
cable to Japanese-Americans. The court held that the curfew was a valid
exercise of the War Power, Although the question of the validity of the evacu=~
ation orders was directly presented to the Court in that case, the Court did
not decide that questione There is evidence in the majority and concurring
opinions of the Court in the Hirabayashi case that, although it found the cur-
few to be valid, it beligved the evacuation orders present difficult questions
of constitutional power, and detention within a relocation center even more
difficult questionse Mr., Justice Murphy, in his concurrinag oplnl n said con-
cerning the curfew orders: %In my opinion this goes to the very brink of
constitutional power."
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Mr. Justice Douglas, ir his concurring opinion said: "Detention for reasonable
cause is one thinge Detention on acceount of ancestry is another...Obedience
to the military orders is one thing. Whether an individual member of a group
must be afforded at some stage an opportunity to show that, being loyal, he
should be reclassified is a wholly different question.,.But if it were plain
that no machinery was available whereby the individual could demonstrate his
loyalty as a citizen in order to be reclassified, questions of a more serious
character would be presenteds The United States, however, takes no such
positions™ The Chief Justice, in the majority opinion, was careful to point
out that the Court was limiting its decision to the curfew orders and was not
considering the evacuation orders or confinement in a relocation centers

More than a year has passed since evacuation was begun. During this
year we have, of course, had time to make necessary investigations and to begin
the process of considering the evacuees on an individual basise. The Leave
Regulations are iantended to provide the due process and hearing which fair
dealing, democratic procedures, and the American Constitutiocn all require.

s sk ol ek Rk e R ok b koK ok ok e kok

Prescnted before Gostelle sub-committee of House
Committee on Un-~American Activities.

July 7, 1943
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REMARKS OF REPRESENTATIVE BERVAN P. EBERHARTER
March of Time, Augmst R6, 1943,

ANNOUNCER :

Last June, in Los Angeles, & three-man congressional subcommittee
completed an investigation of western evacuee centers for alien and U.S.-
born Japanese. One high spot was the testimony of a former official of the
Poston, Arizona, Japanese relocation center, Harold H. Townsend:

VOICE 1
The Japanese are hoarding food, bread, and other supplies for Japanese
parachute troops and invasion forces.

ANNOUNCER
This week, the subcommittee published its report. Said chairman
Jonn M. Costello of California:

VOICE R:

, Japanese are being released without adequate checks on their loyalty
to the United States. Among the Japanese set free are 23 memberg of the
Butoku-kai, a subversive youth section of the Black Dragon socieffs

LNNQUNCER

But Chairman Costello was speaking only for himself and South Dakota's
Representative Karl E, Mundt. Hearing the same testimony, the third member
of that subcommittee disagreed with his colleagues' conclusions, disputed
their statements, had recommendations of his own to make. Tonight, that
congressman, llerman P. Eberharter of Pennsylvania, is at our March of Time
microphone in Vashington, D. C. ir. Eberharter.

EBERHARTER ¢

ifter careful consideration, I cannot avoid the conclusion that the
report of the majority of the investigating subcommittee 1is prejudiced.
Most of its statements are not proven. The stories of Japanese hiding food,
bread, and other supplies for an enemy invasion force were shown ridiculous
when projects were visited. o far 16,000 evacuees have been released, yet
the report seeks to make a great deal o* the release of 23 who were members
of Butoku-kai-—a Japanese fencing soc Ltj Neither the report nor the
hearings offered any evidence that any of the 23 were subversive.

After wind and fury, the report implies the War Relocation authority
is doing a very bad job, stressing a few shorfcominﬂs and ignoring the many
good points our investigation dlSClOSbu. The cvidence showed the WRA is
doing a good job in handling an extremely dlii*cult problem. The majority
report repeats the charge that the Japanese evacuees were supplied with
food in greater variety and quantity than to the average U.S. citizen.
Evidence completely rebutted that charge. All rationing restrictions are
strictly applied, and food costs have averaged about 40 cents a day per
person,

Contrary to the majority report of the Dies subcormittee, evidence
indicates there is much less crime of any kitd in the relocation centers
than in an American comrmunity of the same size. The climax of the majority
report is three feeble, meaningless recommendations. I agree fully with
the first: that segregation of the disloyal Japanese be effected at once.
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But this program was announced by WRA months ago. Intelligent determination
of the loyalty of more than 100,000 people cannot be made in a week or a
month, and the WRa's c¢fforts to be fairly certain in its actions is commend-
able. The second recommendation of the majority is that a new board be made
up representing the WRL and the-intelligence agencies of the govermment, to
pass on applications for release. But there has always been close coopera-
tion between the War Relocation iuthority and army and navy intelligence

anc the FBI. One more board is unnecessary and would simply divide respon-—
sibility. The third and last recommendation favors a thorough-going program
of hmericanization for Japanese who remain in the eenters. Of course I
favor that, just as I'm against sin. Considering the magnitude of the job,
the difficulty of the legal issues involved—that is, the constitutionality
of confining citizens not charged with any crime-—and considering the
complexity and delicacy of the problem of resettling such a large number

of people in the midst of a war, the WRA has acted efficiently and capably.
I think it is better to let the WRa carry on, unhampered by unfair criticism.
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PORTION OF ADDRESS BY ATTORNEY GENERAL FRANCIS BIDDLE BEFORE THE
WEST VIRGINIA BAR ASSOCIATION, OCTOBER 9, 1943

One of the most difficult and delicate problems presented by the war
is that presented by the situation of American citizens of Japanese degcent.
Over 100,000 persons have been evacuted by the military authorities from
the West Coast to relocation centers established by the War Relocation
Authority. Roughly two-thirds of these people are American citizens by rea-
son of their birth within the United States. The remaining one-third are
aliens not considered sufficiently dangerous to be interned as enemy aliens
under the procedure established for that purpose.

I suppose that no group in the history of the country has ever been
confronted with the degree of antipathy visited upon these Japanese--in
terms which draw little distinction between citizens and aliens or between
those who are loyal and disloyal to the United States.

The first problem confronted by the Government was to provide a sanc-
tuary for all evacuees, citizen and alien alike; establishing so far as
possible under such adverse circumstances the concitions of civilized Iifey

Once this was accomplished, the problem was to distinguish so far ag prac-

2

ticable between the yal and the disloyal, segregrating the disloyal in
separate centers. This program has been cvelopment for a long time
t

and is now well under way. Finally, the ) n 1s to agsist the loyal
Japanese, and especially those of United States citizenship, to accommodate
themselves to the exceptional sacrifice exacted by conditions of war and

to help them to re-establish themselves outside the centers in places where
they may gain understanding and sympathetic acceptance.

Theoretically persons at relocation centers are not interned; subject
10 prescribed regulations, loyal citizens and law-abiding aliens may apply
for temporary or indefinite leave. The theory of the relocation program is
that it is designed to agsist rather than to restrict re-establishment in
normal life. So far as Japanese citizens of the United States are con-
cerned; this theoretical bagis of the program is probably essential to
sustain its validity. Detention of citizens on the sole ground of their
race for a longer period than is necegsary to separate the loyal from the
digloyal and to facilitate re-settlement in new communities ig difficult
to reconcile with the constitutional rights of citizens. The War Reloca-
tion Authority strongly pressed as it is to intern all persons of Japanese
descent for the duration of the war, hag no such power under the President's
Executive Order, under which the Authority was set up. There are, moreover,
strong indications in the decision of the Supreme Court in the Hirabayashi
case that no such authority could constitutionally be conferred. The only
question decided by the Court, as the opinion of the Chief Justice makes
clear, was the validity of the curfew orders applied by the military author-
ities prior to the evacuation of all Japanese on the West Coast. The Court
did not consider the validity of the evacuation orders and certainly not
the more difficult problem of detention. But even the curfew order wac
said by Mr. Justice Murphy in his concurring opinion to go "to the very
brink of constitutional power." And Mr. Justice Douglas, speaking in
passing of the problem of detention, was carful to observe: "Detention
for reagonable cause ig one thing. Detention on account of ancestry is
another."




Excerpts from an address by the Honorable Joseph C. Grew, Specilal Asst. to the
Secretary of State, at the annual banquet of the Holland Society of New York,
New York City November 18, 1943,

One of the proudest echievements of our country is our assimilation of
many different races within our borders. We take well-justified pride in the
term "melting pot'" as applied to our nation. The existence and purpose and
membership of the Holland Society are a living testimonial to that great prin-
ciple, and it is especially interesting to note that even three centuries ago,
when the Dutch West India Company had extended to all friendly European coun-
tries the privilege of trading with the then province of New Amsterdam; the
town of New Amsterdam rapidly assumed the cosmopolitan character for which it
has ever since been noted and that according to coxtemporary reports, eighteen
languages were spoken among its 400 or 500 inhabitants in 1643.

The point I wish to make is this. In time of war, blind prejudice is
always rampant. In the last war I remember that even loyal Americans with Ger-
man names were all too often looked at askance. That bigotry fortunately does
not exist today, but it does exist today among a large proportion of our fellow
countrymen with regard to American citizens of Japanese descent. In fact many,
perhaps most, of our compatriots refer to those fellow-citizens of our quite
indiscriminately as "Japs". In reading the meny letters I receive from all
over the country on that subject I very seldom know whether the writer is refer-
ring to Americans or to outright enemy aliens. There is, or should be, a great
difference there.

In time of war, especially, we must take every proper step to protect our
country from hostile acts, especially from esplonage or sabotage within our
gates. We have competent official authorities to attend to that consideration;
and they are attending to it, constantly and effectively. I do know that like
the Americans of Germen descent, the overwhelming ma jority of American of
Japanese origin wish to be and are wholly loyal to the United States, and not
only that, but they wish to prove that loyalty in service to their native land.
Relman Morin, of the Associated Press, reports from the Fifth Army in Ttaly
that the firast unit of American-born Japanese troops went into combat smiling
with satisfaction as if they were going to a baseball game: their motto is
"Remember Pearl Harbor", and their commander sald that he wouldn't trade his
command for any other in the Army. Their officers, said Morin, are unanimously
enthusiesstic about the quality and spirit of those men and said they never had
geen any troops train harder and more assiduougly and never had any doubt &as
to what to expect of them in combat. A German prisoner was brought past their
encampment one day; he gaped with surprise when he saw their faces and asked
if they were Japanese. An interpreter explained that they were Americans of
Japenese parentage. The Germsn shook his head in wonder and said: "Ach; that's
American.”" There are camps in our country today engaged exclusively in train-
ing these men for military service. I have met and talked to them. Their
officers are proud of their charges.

What I wish to say is merely this. Those Americans of Japanese desgcent
have grown up in our country, in our democrstic atmosphere. Most of them have
never known anything else., Among those few who have been to Japen, most of
them could not stand the life there and soon returned to the United States.

The overwhelming ma jority of those men want to be loyal to us, and, perhaps
surprisingly, the few who don't want to be loyal to us often say so openly.
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It does not make for loyalty to be constantly under suspicion when grounds for
suspicion are absent. I have too great a belief in the sanctity of American
citizenship to want to see those Americans of Japanese descent penalized and
alienated through blind prejudice. I want to see them given a square deal,

I want to see them treated as we rightly treat all other American citizens
regardlegss of their racial origin-with respect and support, unless or until
they have proved themselves unworthy of respect and support. That fundamental
principle should apply all along the line-to every citizen of the United States
of America.

Once, again Gentlemen, I heartily thank you for the honor you have
accorded me tonight.
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artwent of the Interior
Relocation Authority
Market Street

Francisco- 5, California

ADDRESS BY ROBERT B. COZZENS, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR, WRA
SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA-ARIZONA METHODIST CONFERENCE
FIRST METHODIST CHURCH, PASADENA . .. .4:30 p.m. June 26,194L

Members of the Conference, Ladies and Gentlemen:

The subjéct matter selected for me to discuss here this after-
noon is probably the most importent human problem faced by the
American people since. the abolition of slavery.

"hen will the Japanese-Americen evacuees return to the West
Coagt?" is the subject.

It is assumed that as agsistant director of the War Relocation
Authority I should have the answer.

Yo begin with, I want to se*tle a matter of Jurisdiction that
ig not clesrly understood. The powers of the Wer Relocation Authority
are defined up to a point where they might invade the- duties and Tre-
gponsibilities of the militar The military is in charge of our
gecurity and in times of war thls has to be recognized. It must be
recognized that ten million Americans have gone forth from their
firegides and comforts to fight and die for those of us who remain
behind. THe yardstick of peacetime can not be used for measuring
American rights in war time.

From reading some of the antagonistic press one might eesily
agsume that WRA can at its own whim permit the return of the evacuees.
But the return of the evacuees to the West Coast 1s not a WRA Tes-
ponsibility at this time.

To begin with, a Presidential Executive Order gave the Western
Defense Command the right to determine what it considered the best
program for the safety end seccurity of the West Coast.

The Western Defense Command decided -- after we had been at war

with Japan for four months -- that the presence of 112,000 Japancsge-
Americans and Japanese &liens was a hazard to West Coast gecurity.

It was said at the time that the evacuation of the Japanese-
Americans and Japanese aliens would protect these people from any
evil effects of war hysteria.

The Western Defense Command, under Lt. General John L. DeWitt,
ordered the evacuation, set up centers in this State and moved the
112,000 into these centers. Fror. the first cemps they were move d’ to
Relocation Centers, ~-10 in all at the time -~ and then the civilian
authority -- the War Relocation Authority --was placed-in charge of
them,

The movement of these people from the West Coast was -- and ig--




o miliGary: respo The Military, by proclamation, established
an area b'*(luing WY ukg Hes > and including all of Califo rnia

as well as part of Arizone ‘hese ple, citizens and alie allko,
were excluded from this areca. nd *- military exclusion sti ll exists,
except where the Military decides in individual cascs that some may
roturn. No Jap so-American is permitted to rcturn to this arca ex-
cept with full military approval. The military zones still stand as
ordered and when they will be rescinded, we do not knowi
-
There have been & number of persors permitted by the lilitary to
urh. Now and then some persons in cur Relocation Centors are given
military clearance and you can be assured that when they are
the Army has full confidence in their loyaltye

Japanosc—AMﬂrioan, his wife and two chil-
Center by the Military and returned
and his family vi 1l resume their
has been assigned by our Govern-
work this Japanese-Amorican will
he war in f
A few months ago, the War Department gave clearance to 43 women
and 12 children to be returned to their homes in the Hawaiian Islands.
women are for the most part wives of Japen .ou—Aq ricans who are
armed forcese. Their husbands are fightil now on the Italian

must be remembered that of the 112,000 who wore cvacuated that
are Americans of Jepancse ancestry and 48,000 ar alicns ineli-
o citizenshipe.

Out o

Eothet il
in other sections o
centerse

000 original population, 24,000 have becn re slocated
.L

i
i United States. We Stlll have 88,000 in our

Your question and your interest is centered in the return of these
people to their civil and property and humen rig!

The answer must be sup ( v the Military £ rhen the
1se Command sermincs that the military ncecessi no
on the West Coas 16 Army will pr its pro-
two years ag
wh on the Army does’ change its proclamation, it will be
job as the TRA to sustain its d ccision.
the moantimo, it is the rosponsibility of the War Rel ocation
Authority to do just Wh%t the name 1mvlwes -- relocate these people
in civil end economic life in those areas not covered by the military
proclamation,

You may read in some of the press that some organize
posed to the return of ANY Japanese-Americans to the e
are various schools of thought under the exclusion bann
have gone so far as to suggest that they be kept in the
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11l persons
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s soon as the war is

Centers 1'mdofir-i**e].”. Some others that a
ancestry be returned to Japan a

Others demand that disloyal Japanese-Americans
be put in cargo ve:sels - bh@J,dO not say pt
post-haste to the land of their ances tﬁ

o recheck on the loyalty of all these pesople on thn

v are guilty of disloyalty until proven innocent
on age-old civii and American right,.

But there are still those vho arc opposed to Japanesc-Americans
who recognize that a legal process has to be followed. Every school=
boy knows, or should know, tha+ the Fourteenth Amendment of our
Constitution has not been chrllenged up to this time.

To refresh your memory ond possibly bring it to the attention of
some of the rase bniters on the outside, I quote the Fourteenth
Amendment

"All persons born cr naturalized in the United States, ond sub-
jeet to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United Statecs
and the State whe r;in they reside.

"No State shall moke or cnforce ary low which shall abridge the
privileges or immunitics of citizens of the United Stetes; nor shall
any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property without
due process of law, nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction
the equal protection of the laws."

Those words are plain enough. That first paragraph of the Four-—
teenth Amendment imposes & responsibility on all citizens. We have &
stewardship for which one day we must account both d and man.

When the hour of our duty arri
In the meantime we must prepare for

I must
rush back to the a .
liftcd, The movenm ack 1 G b de j ) as was
the evacuation,

We must picture to ourselves the economic and social state that
th

will exist on this coast, wh 18 eme rg ncy is lifted. Will the
industrial West find itself wmtn a proble unemployment due to
cancelled war contracts? Will therc be | or chaos? Will we find
those among us who will seek to pit those evacuecs who wish to return
against the unemployed caucasian and thus arouse further racial anta-
gonism?

Only by orderly return can the civilian economy not be disturbed,
and standards of wages and living not endangered. We can't flood a
crowded housing area and a crowded unemployment area without bflﬂb ing
about further evils.

We cannot at this time visualize all the elements involved in
gigantic relocation problem.
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There will not be as many returning as were here before the war.
Added to the 24,000 who have been relocated from the centers to other
sections of the country are about 7,000 vho voluntarily moved out of
this area prior to the evacuation order. - That mekes well over 30,000
who have resettled in other sections,

All do not plan to return to California. Nearly 12,000 more are
he services of our Army. Before the war is over it is possible

morc than 20,000 Japancsc-Amcricans will be in uniform, according
rescnt cstimates.

of these veterans =- as they will be == may not return to
ate -- many will not return to any other State.

I would like to say here that there is some mmon ground on
which we are met by those who oppose the return of the Japanese-Americ
Recently at the Commonwealth Club in San Francisco, Seth Millington,
past commander of the State Americoan Legion md past Prvsrdont of th
Native Sﬁns, said that men like Sergeant Ben Kuroki, who had
30 6ir missions over Europe, including the bombing of th
fields of Rumgnia, could live nex 1" to him the rest of
Sergeant Ben Kurocki, vho won E stinguished Flying Cross
tribution as an aerial guaner, e multiplied by many tn(
the time this war is over, I at >
wa s vpcfxlng for tlho Logion ;Ld thc No.ti
Kuroki's father and mother, brothers an
them -- wife and children to live next door

\r
se
se

conclusion that means

ma
wide

Sons admits therc are some good o NoSC=An ans.

he will find that therc will bo m&n; 0.
tﬂ dlstlnguwsV between tho Japanese onc
and who will disagroe with him AL leas
made the concess ion made by Mr i

In very recent stories from -the Euroveah
dents have pointed out that the wrecking of
the most seriocus blow hit at Hitler's war ma t cut down
or six weeks the available phtrolaum supply o enemy. Sergean
Kuroki was only one of many vho participated in thouc raldg,
a contribution that will sav its share of American lives.
to receiving the qutlnyuiﬁ d Flying Cross, Sergeant [uro“"
ceived three oak leaf clusters for his contribution toward
War e

Othor J&p&ﬁCS“ ﬂ“rr’c ns have given their lives in the Italiaon
campaigne The As: tod P"osa last month rCﬁOrLud morc than 900 Japa
nesc-American so ’, ot Anzio had recccived the Purplc Hoart.

. fair-minded westerners get the complete story
of yalty he battlefields those who demond mass deportation
or 5 1sion will not be considered seriouslye. The Chica go Sun,

editorinl, declared that Priveote First Class Hoshinoa
Omiya, the nisei who was blinded in Italy and whose picture wans print-
ed in practically every newspaper and news magazine in the country,

should be permitted to appear before the Congrecssional committce con-
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Their children werc taken from the grammar sch
universities our statc =- many with s”nolau‘lr
with scholarships awaiting them in advanced insti
eing this picture you will project yourself

o

I am sure thet in se
into their places and speculate on how you would accept this changed
environment. There is no certainty that if we can do this to the
least of our population, it might not be done in succession to others.
Therein lies our mutual danger when the war emergency is overs

Our observers at the centers tell us that the most frustrated em-
ployees we have cre those who teach civics and American history to the
young American-Japmesc in our center classrooms. The teachors explain
the Constitution and when they reach the Fourteenth Amendment, with its
clear, ringing statement of equality, they are met with either smiles

or bewilderment from the childrene.

This Fourteenth Amendment is one of the democratic principles for
which we are fighting -~ for which I ?our‘t in the last ware. That
principle is that all men wore created equal. the
commandments of this co that all white men were
end that after running the “romab?@ scale or cultur
were ‘created with fewer rights than others.

f

Any discri: s the Hitleric . nattern of Aryan s
which is being defeated now by 10,000,000 American men end “women in

e We have ed in recent history th~+ it was o short step
ersecutlor of t‘ s to the persecution of Pastor lleimuller
e Roman Catnollu p ts of Germany. The righ f nolitical

uperiority

ervice
‘rom p
d th
liefs went out even fa Then the juggernaut of the German war
chine began the pers i of its neighboring nations, whose sols
e wos that these ncigh vere not Germons.,

i;i
We have been charged w’*: pampering and ¢ling those in owr
centors, Those who are lou ol hes harges have never visited
our conters and have never ) Opr i ne would feol behind
wire fences.

We invited two men who had been in Santo Tomas prison in the

Philippines to visit Tule Lake Segregation Center,  Each had spent

nearly two years in the civilian prisons of the Japanese. Each ha
returned to tell of th

e misery and restrictions aAd barbarity
camp in which he had been held.
One repatriate was Ray Cronin of the Ass
Royal Arch. Gunnison, syndicate and
over the trcatment he had received

. Yot Cronin did pay
the camp in the Phili
diction., Cronin said

consider ony pampering
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Royal Arch Gunnison afte si® to Tule Leke declared that
there is no such thing as pam coddling persons who are behind

wire pxchs. He stated furth ! tl in the Ce ter were leading

A

& Spartan existence,




T cuote Gunnisons "What is being done at T Lake

civilized country should do", inted out that where our
provided 3,000 calories deily tc cvacuecs, tha Japanese

provided but 1,000 caloriese

. A 3
3 A v ~y - Nor e O
you ae <P < ik ;. pamne & Ble NOY rc we

ure
3 LT

to imitste the sordid o ninistrnticn & ns prevailed

soncentrat

Wi }‘. LI —
i "o

L

ofichsls) factor which is igno
¢ Prdullnj is‘that 72,000 of

doc-
thUJMLIS

us 5, TG0

businessme

ling in a war

oy s T
anese=d

arr

> ,_',Au“"\

~1a
+0

Tr 4~ 1 Ohal T‘)

g " A
service aqav

tional direcct

say

acqual

told you of
soy also that
mplication
ers
sed e
~tment




-G

Thers are many finc, outstanding in vdividuals among our top rank-
ing educators, cnurch and labor groups, businessmen industrialists,
professional men and editors and journalists of the U@st Coast who
have stepped forward in championing t“““o basic human rightse. Daily
we are approached by westerners who h.7re personal friends among the

ces and who will attest to their 10J11+v They ask that thelr
sc-American friends be returncd.

world of commentators we have heard mony storling
protest against those who would cxcludc citizoens
anccstrys

Most rocce: the 1 i lethodist Conferencc hel
in Sacramon aS : ] 3 rcstoration of tho

rights cf

Simultaneously the Catholic Bishop of the Fresno-llonterey Diocese
told a State council of the Xnights of Columbus that they must fight
roce prejudices He lauded the Christian foith of those llinzonar Japa-
nese-Americans who are members of his church. The Americon Principles
and Foir Play Committce anc other groups ore fighting dis crlnln tion
of every sort. The Commo nvrenlth Club of San Froncisco is making an
exhaustive study of thi Aroﬂlom and its members are awnke to its
threat to the futurce

In on article in a rec sﬁt Cosmopolitan mago
explaine d why he wrote thot best of best selle

undoubuuul" most of you must have read.

This story, which deals
inspired by a question on what

"As I proceeded
became increasingly
by much the same (110 as e set the vhol

We drew the map the ﬁom&n nder old |

we hod also drawn o map of Hitle ;urcpel 1 couldn't dodge
facts that the world iwto which Jesus come was enduring the some
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The white race has attained leadershiip in the world of tod: Al
though people of other races have played a magnificent part, the white race
is largely responsible for the creatios ur present c1v7l1'“t Ohe T 50
far, much of the white race's talent, its iﬁgQuJLt", creative genius, and

bility to organize, produce, and conguer has been employed to subdue and
exploit the other races of the world. While the mechanics of this civili-
zation may continue for many cﬂfurigs to come, its character is bound to
change, for the other races of the world have r@ ched the point where they
will no longer be exploited or subdued,

Now this is the question: is the white race courageous enough to
accept the inevitable, to accept the fact that exploifation and oppression
of other races is no longer physically or materially v ible, and to con-
tinue its leadership in integrity and equality, compe ’b h other races
in fairness while PCCpVCthF their rights of self-det 1, meeti
with them and negotiating justice and equity for all, Qc:lluf with them
culture and commerce? Or is it afraid of ultimate extermination or
gation?




seeretary of the Interior, Harold L. Ickes today issued the
following statement:

"The Western Defense Command's action in revoking the blanket ex-
clusion order for persons of Japanese ancestry on the Pacific
foast means in a simpler term that the War Relocation Authority
will immediately expand its relccation program %o cover the entire
country, including the West Coast.

"Tt most definitely does not mean that there will be & hasty mass
movement of all evacuees back intoc the coastal area,

"The War Relocation Authority will continue énd intensify its efforts
to relocate in parts of the eountry other than the West Coast those
loval and law-abiding persons of Japanese ancestiry who are willing

to participate in this program.

Tt will also aid those who prefer to exercilse their lesal and moral
rights to return to the West Coas%.

"The persons who are eligible for relocation or return to the West
Coast have been found by the Army authorities to be loyal citizens
or law-sbiding aliens.

"They are entitled to their full constitutional and legal rights
and perhans to something more than ordinary consideretion because
they have really suffered as a direct result of the War.

"In & real sense, these people, too, were drafted by thelr couniry.
They were uprooted from their homes, substantially deprived of an
opportunity to lead a normal life, They are casualties of war,

"Tt is the responsibility of every American worthy of ¢itizenship in
this great nation to do everything thaet he can to meke easier the
return to normal life of these people who have been cleared by the
Army suthorities.

*By our eonduct toward them we will be judpged by all people of the
world,

"T eall upon state and oY f als throughout the country and
especially on the West and on publiec and private agencies %o
assist in the enormous task of urning these people to ordinary
community life,

"1 believe that the response will be enthusiastic and wholehearted
and I partiecularly hope that we may see vebverans' organizations,

1ike the American Legzion, church and welfare groups in the forefront
of those who will consider it their responsibility %o aid these
people and by so doing show thelr devotion to the American principles

of charity, justice and demooracy.




Ickes Statement

"All the evidence available at the Relocation Centers indicates that

the majority of the evacuee residents have not yet finally decided

wqot 1er to return to their former homes or relocate elsewhere and that
ost of those who will eventually eleet to go back will need considereble

tims to make necessary arrangements before they ocan actually leave the

Centers.

"The War Relocation Alt writy is now formulating detailed plans for
keeping the westward relocation movement on & gradual, orderly,xxx
systematic basis,

Japanese ancestry, both at the relocation eenters and
here who h been found eligzible by the Western Defense Command
esidence in the Viest Coast area are of course free to go back
eny time.

"However, only those whose specifiec plans T esettlement in the
evacuated area are approved by WRA v 1ligible for the travel
assistance which the Authority now ex ds t iose relocating in

other parts of the country, This ineludes %he payment of rail or
bus fare to the point of relocation snd transportation of persomal
properties such as household furnishings.

*Since most of the evacuees at the relocation centers have had little
opportunity to accumulate savings over the past 25 years they will
doubtless need such assistance.

"Only a few evacuees, therefore, are expected to leave ﬁhn Centers

for the West Coast or any other destination without first having their
plans checked and approved by WRA.
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tion Authority will make
th at the centers and
easong and sound plans for

"Tn view of the fact that the evacuees
1942 by governmentsl order, the War jeluc
assistance avaeilable to those evacuees b
"nrﬁvlo;sly relocated who now have ur~p
returning to the Test Joast aresa,
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nSimultaneously, however, the Authority will continue and intensif
its efforts to relocate evacuees in other sections,

‘*’Gnﬁ of the major WRA aims from the beginning has been to enccurage
the widest possible dispersal of evacuees throughout the nation and
this will continue as & prime objeetive during the final phase of
the program,.

"0f the 110,000 people of JaaaWGSﬁ descent originally evacuasted, more
than 33,000 have now relocated under WRA procedures outs !1 the Vest
Coanst area, This includes Aearly_737 of the American citl? en evaocuees

beyond the age of 17 who have been eligible for relocation.,




Ickes Statement

also takes in
ImdnexkE® inducted
centers.

nearly 2,
into the

wilf

\ e

FRNA

"The great majority of
atisfactorily adjusted
stay where t! are

e arrancements

ey

3

o
nax

341

"The mass exslusion order

are free to establish

4

&l

"The Relogation
relocation

ry maintenance

7 »
a
O the

tempora

- ¢
cern

t#rs

" p +
"No Tent«

that all

TNald are
yeaeral

wel

r will be
will be o

Seouritv ency

agencies for

"lo“aa

D'

in
-

L0
o W
LUd

.
18Y¢

s [~ =]
Y ho 8¢

abiding
to relieve
tures for

the maintenanes

ob jective
more satis
GOlbtlms&
ssotion of

-
arl
A

"Its long r
aﬁjuatmo“t and
group which was

one WQPLLullu:

o)

.

12/18/44

™

eglLaence

2 s o
descent

tory nat

500 Japanese-Americans who have

ny of United

-
",M("

new lona
them, in
ﬂﬂ?nnt%

voked ai

anywhere in

now work toward

established

were

final

ore

1ters

~
E N
9 ha
A
L

i roat
8 A | - U

to
a

to out

to

and
displaced segmen
to bring about a
ionwide dist
ily concenirated

heav

country."

Atf‘
w e v

originally for

normal A
down

% of

been
relo

tes from cation

es lave become

will possibly want
doubtless now
family members

new home.

of eva
tes.

aio fi‘b"y’ cuees

mited St

e W4

an early liquidation

%
the

it is anticipated

provided %o the

state and local
f=-gupport.

ii

its

" A
anac

of
loyal
merican enviro

progsram
law-
ament,
government expendi-
the population,
better
ribution
before

economic
of a minority
the war in




The following statement on West Coast War Relocation
policy was issued today by Robert B. Cozzens, Assistant
Director, WRA:

The War Relocation Authority's staff on the West Coast

will continue to carry out provisions of Executive Order 9102,
dated Mareh 18, 1942 which empowered the agency to relocate

s WA i

evacuated persons of Japanese ancestry.

wr

Despite modification of the military order, the War

Authority expects and hopes that relocation to the
middle west, the east and the south will be intensified in
the months ahead,

with full constitutional rights having been restored, %o

Japanese ancestry and to

ee t0o return to the Vest

free to come back will be only individuals
t who have full military approval for freedom
of movement,
Tndividual exclusion will continue under control of the
military.
Movement of loyal evacuees will be conducted in an orderly
manner and no mass exodus from the

part of the country is contemplated.

LA-9-0D-12/18/44
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December 6, 1944

lonorable Clarsnce F, Les
House of Representatives

Dear lir, Lea:
In the absence of the Secrctary of War I am replying to the
mo+ion which was approved at a meeting of an informal committee of the
alifornia delegation on December 4, 1944 that the Seorctary of Tar be
ested to make a statement for publiscation on the following points:
ae The policy of the War Department on the releasc and
tion of individual Japanese under the present mass o
progranm,

4n explanation of the question of who has the authority to
release individuel Japencse and who would have ths authority
to torminate the mass exclusion of Japanzsc,

%xplanation of the logal sources of cuthority under which
the War Department is acting,

4 stetement of the basis of futurc policy with rospect
mass ¢r¥nlusion of Japonesc,

legal euthorihy of the 1 s uxclusion ef persons of Japancso
estry iFOL the West Coast was supplied by Zxecutive Order No, 9066
‘ Mareh 21, 1942, both of which arc attachcd as cnclosurcs,

gxceutive Order after reeiting the ncecssity of p”ot=ction
O sspionage, authorized tho Soerctary of ar, er any
2, nder who was designatcd by him, to cstablish milit ary
arcas from which ~ny or all persons mey be cxeluded ond with respoct
to which the right of esny porson to wntﬂr, remein in, or lcave may be
subjeet to whatever rostrictions the Scerote ry of War or military
commander may impos

The Commanding Gencral of the Western Defense Commnnd was desige
natced os military commander under th: terms of this Bxeccutive Order and
carricd out thu covacustion undor its cuthority.

As you are doubtless awnrc, the progrom for the
of poersons of Japancesc ancestry from the. West Coast
a time whon cn attack on the  Yest Coast was a mwf]11t
an invasion on r largce scole had tc be considercd as a
In view of tho difficultics of making an immodiot
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2lso be borne in mind that the Commanding General of the Wostern Defense
Commend, as the officer responsible for the defense of tha Wiest Coast is
not going to take any action which in his opinion would endanger the
gccurity of the Viast Coast. As a result, if «t some future dato, !
exclusion should be resecinded, it is quite cleao t 12t this would be
accompanioed by an individual oxclusion progroam of all those Japancse

arc folt to be dis loyal.,

I roelize that if mass exclusion should be roscindcd certain

probloms will be created. I wish to cmhasize again thot
problems arc the probleoms for which the civilion agancic
ond Fedoral government, and not the Army, wre rcsponsiblo.
there 1s no roason to beliove that the civilian agenciocs are
of handling eny problem which may be prosontod, I assumo that
Relocation Authority intonds to koop up its offorts to rolocatc ovacuous
in othe pﬁrts of tho country and I assume that if mass oxclusion worc
to be rescinded *bu civilian oag®mcies would sce to it that such evacucos

vore permitted to roturn to the Wost Coast would do so on on ordorly
and graduel Las1s.

Ify cttontion has also rocchtly beon dircéted to
Governor Warrcn of Californiae, that if the military auth
that military ncoossity no longer roquirecs the continucd n
of porsons of Jeopancse doseont from tho Yost Coast arca,
authoritics of California »mll cooperatc on that diocision,

I reoalizc also that many persons moy say thet thore is
§®,

that disordcers mlLaL occur if pcrsons of Japancso dos
od %o roturn to thoe Vost Coast. Although this is not o me
cen bo token into considoration in acting under Sxoccutive
Wor Deportmont is intercsted in this question beecauso
scrious troublc might rosult in rctaliation a”alvst American soldicrs
who arc hold as prisoncrs of war by tho Jepancse, If the military authe
oritics determino thaet military considerations no longor roquirc mass
ocxclusion of ner of Japancsc onccstry from tho Yost Coast, we have
cvery foith that tho people on the Wost Coast, as have thosc of othor

arces in the United States into which porsons of Japencse ancustry

originally rcmeved from tho Coast heve beon rolocatoed, will show their
good citizonship by abiding by the military judgmont, and do thoir

utmost to provent any ncts of disoriminetion-against any of theso pooplo
who may bo permitted to roturn,

/s/ John J. McCloy

JOIN J. McCLOY
Sss

Asste Scorctary of Var




Room 2072,
461 Harlet Sty eet
Sen Fronci '

TO THE PRESS 1S8SUED BY MAJOR GENERAL H. C. PRATT, COMMANDING
' AEeTET uihNSE COMMAND, DEC. 17, 1944 SIMULTANECUSLY
WITH PUBLIC PROCLAMATION NO. 21,

Every American has been pleacsed to note the steady improvement in our mil-
itary situation in the Pacific during the past year., The improvement is so great
that an invasion of the West Coast on a large sccle is only remotely possible. On

L.ie other hand, it is still possible for the enemy to send minor forces to our
shores, Commando type raids hy small submarine borne units, attacks by parschute
units of limited size and airborne attocks on a small gcmle are still poscible,
Approg o measures mugt be continued to guard sgainst such action., Similarly,
sebotuge and esplonage are definitely within the capabilities of the enemy. In
fzet, these two types of cnemy action muzt be particularly suarded ageinst.

Vhen the military situastion was not as favorable as it is at the
necegsury to exclude all persons of Japanese zncestry from the
of the West Coast, The action taken at .t time was based solely on
J considerutions and was mode necessary lorgely duo to the fact that there
le or no information concerning persons cf Japcnese ancestry.
buring the last two years o vast quantity of information pertaining to the
history znd activities 1l pergons of Japancse cncoestry, both citizens and
aliecns, has becn asscmbled Thipg moterial hos been the subject of exhcustive study
and os result it is now possgible to consider persons of Japancse ancestry on an
individusl basis han consider them as a group £8 has becn necesstiry in the
past,

1 consider it of great importance that the peonle of the West Const under-
stond and ﬂpvrc“i"tc thet the most carcful scrutiny of the vest amount of informa-
tion now aveilable hos led to the conclusion that the zrect majority of Japznese-

ican kaf pkvovud 51l connections with Jepan and rre prepared to agsume all
respongibilities of their situntion as Amcricons.

o
i

However, this sume scrutiny has cloarly revesled that there are still o con-
siderable number of persons of Jnpanesc ancestry, both in the citizen and in the
alien group, who continue to give their loyalty to Japan, who do not wish to be
Americens ond who are willing to scrifice themselves to advence the interests of
Jepan., Militory necessity requires that such individusls shall continuc to be ex-
cluded rnd that those requiring control sholl be adequately controlled,

I am surec Thu+ 01l our citizens clearly understand that such cuthority as
the Commending Genercl of the Western Defunsc Commond may have is bascd sclcly on
mjlitary considerations and that any authority over civiliang con be exercised only
when militery necessity justifics it.

A5 mproved militery s{tuation, the availability of individual
daty and the fa hat the cxisting military necessity does notv justify control
over Americ: itizens who have been determined not to be potenticlly dangercus,
i that the logiccl and proper coursc is to terminate mass gzclusion
stry ond toc substitute for it a system which, while continuing
to uxcjuﬂc and CUﬂleL those individuals who still rem-in loyal tﬁ Japan and are
considered to be potentially dangerous to the military security of the Wes
will restore full liberty of action to all those who have been clearcd by the Armv

(More)




[ 3 YR TG
statement.,

fective this change of policy, Public Proclamation
1t becomes effective at midnight 2 January 1945.
t those who are to be permitted full freecdom of action, in-
] _ t returning to the West Coast, have been cleared by the
military and that those who are potentially dangerous will continue to be excluded
should reuggure any who may question the adoption of the new program.

my sincere hope thut the return of those persong of Japanese ancestry
who choose to come back to tlie coast .8 may be accomplished witiaout undu
’ American citizens of the West Coast will
troversy.
bae inauguratio Program

i~

mugt be 1
shortazes ) Gm

eration existing housing

C Ly

t
ployment. 1t is expected that the progrem will be
4 £y

pe made to digrunt existing con-
: when the pecople of the West Coas
realize that those persons who are permitied to return have been cleared by Army
authorities that they them the congideration to which th
Lew-cbiding rcesidents.

1

hey are entitled
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ESTIMATES AND APPROPRIATIOXS

Mre Cannons We have an estimate before us, Mr. Myer, for the War
Relocation AnthoritJ for 1946 for $25,140,000, which represents a met
decrease of $12,521,352 below the 194u approprlatlon of $39,000,000,. if
you take into account the overtime of $1,338,648,

This appears to be a liquidation budget, with the exception of
the Tule Lake segregation center and the emergency refugee shelter,

' SCHEDULE  FOR RELOCATION CF THE EVACUEES
We will insert in the record at this point page 7 of the justi=
fications and the first three paragraphs of page 8, which gives a state-
ment of the schedule for the relocation of the evacucss.

(The statement referred to is as follows:)

The following tentative time schedule is our aim in liquidation of
the program:

War Relocation Authority centors othsr than the segregation center;
will be closed to evacuse residents within 12 months after revocation of
the general exclusion orders,

Not later than 16 months, after revocation of the general ezclu=
sion erders, all evacuee property services to persons othsr than
excludses (including segregees) will +t terminate, and all evacuee property

" warehouses not utilized for the property of such parsons will be emptiecd,

Not later than 15 months after revocation of the general exclusion
orders all War Relocation Authority ficld offices will be closed except
(1) evacuce property warshouses, (2) an office in San Francisco servicing
excludees,
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In order to further orderly and planned relocation of evacuees, an
approved relocation plan will be required as a condition to the granting
of relocation assistance and property transportation assistance to (1) any
center resident who wishes to relodate, or (2) any relocated evacuee who
wishes to return to the State or Terri tory in which he resided prior to
evacuatione

The relocation of dependent and handicapped persons who may need
Govermment assistance on relocation represents a special problem. Every
effort will be made to assist such persons to relocate to a place of their
choice and to obtain assistance for which they may be eligible. State
agencies administering State programs of gencral relief, hospitalization,
institutionalization, and boarding or mirsing home care, and federally
aided programs of categorical assistance’(old-age assistance, aid to the
blind, aid to dependent children), child welfare services, services for
crippled children, and vocational rehabilitation, are primarily responsible
for determining evacuce eligibility for assistance under those programse
State agencies-also administer funds appropriated by Congress to the
Federal Securiity Administrator for temporary aid to persons affected by
wartime restrictive action of the Federal Govermment, and make initial
determinations of evacuee eligibility for such aid. Additional funds are
included in this estimate ta supplement the appropriations to the Federal
Security Administrator for this 4id where needed.

A numberrof'baréons unable at the time of evacuation to move To
centars. hecause of tuberculosis or ‘other illmess ("deferred evacuses")
still remain in institutions in the evacuatéd-Statss,. their expenses
paid by the War Relocation Authority. ‘Resporsibility for maintenance of
these persons-will be transferred to appropriate State or prlvude agerncies
as rapidly-as possibles

Only functions: nscessary to the maintenance of essential operations
will henceforth be continued at the centerss All work will be undertaken
with the purpose of furthering. speedy and satisfactory relocation of the
evacuees, providing the essentials of community and administrative services,
and closing all centers except the segrogation eenter or centers. to
evacuee residents by 12 months after ravocation of the general exclusion
orderse. Every effort will be made to reduce center expenditures.

GENERAL STATEMENT

Mres Cannon, We would be glad to have a statement from you at this
time outlining the plan for the liquidation of the Authority.

Mre Mycr, Mr, Chairman, I would like to review briefly where we
have been, where we are now, and what we plan to do, without going into
great detail,

The War Relocation Authority was set up to assist in the relocation
of people svacuated from military areas within the United States.

Our major job has been that of helping move evacuces from the Pa=-
cific coast, that is evacueces of Japanese ancestry evacuated in March 1942,
About 110,000 were evacuated from the coast ‘and made the ‘responsibility
of this Authority during the year 1942; and most of that year .was taken up
in the movement of that group from California, Oregon, Washington, and a




part of Arizona into the 10 relocation centars established at that time.

It was o new program. There wus no precedents Policies had to be
developed without experisnce. During that year we outlined general plans
for a relocation policy, on the assumption that the relocation centers
were simply temporary homes for people to live in until an orderly process
of relocation could be developeds

We found that there were a few people who started out to try to
prove to the public during 1942 that we had a misconception of our duties,
and tried to get the American public to believe that the Japanese ovacuces
were in intermment camps, and that if they were allowed to leave the cen=-
ters they might -be dangerous, I think it has been proven that such has not
been the casee

But we had to deal with that problem which we had not expected,
becduse there was a small'group of people, particularly along the west
coast, who devoted a lot of time to starting propaganda, with a lot of
misinformation about the progreome.

During the first year we reco.iended to the Ver Department that sele=
ctive sorvice be reestablished for bovs of Japanese ancestry, because we
thought it was essential to the sounc ~elocation of these evacuees, and
also, if these youngsters were to live as American citizens they should
have the right to fight for their country.

Our first leave program started in May 1942, when a few people were
. allowed to work in the beet fields in the mid~Mountain States, and before

the summer was over I think there were 10,000 working outside the reloca=

tion centers ond assembly centerse : :

During 1943, in January of that year, Secretary Stimson announced
the organization of what is now known as the Four Hundred and Forty-second
Regimental Combat Team, made up of a group of Japanese~fmerican boys who
volunteered for service and who are now fighting in Italye

That wos an important item in relation to this program and in my
judgment it was an important historical eventsgs far as this country was
concerneds ? ]

About the same time we established our” first field offices in Chi=
cago, Cleveland, and other points throughout the countrye ”

Almost immediatesly following, we carried out our registration pro=-
gram in all centers, where we asked 2ll evacuees 17 years of age and
older o number of questions, and had taem fill out a questionnaire giving
full details of their history, of membership in organizations, and a
number of other factse '

We utilized this information for carrying out a segregation program
later in the year, which involved tho movement of about 15,000 people into
Tule Lake ond out from Tule Loke, During that year, 1943, 17,000 people
were relocated from the relocation centerse

During the following year, 1944, early in January, Secretary Stim=-
son announced the reinstitution of selective service for practically all




boys of -Japanese ancestrye.

We continued our rclocation program, and on-Deccmber 17, 1944, the
Wor Department announced that the mass exclusion order which had been in
effect for nearly 3 years would be liftedras of January 2.

) Then this announceméent was made we announced plans for the closing
of the relocation centers within a .y-ur except for the segregation center
at Tule Lakes

We also announced that anyremnant left: of the program involving
segregees would be turned over to the Department of Justice,.at the end
of that time, We announced the establishment of three additional area
offices on the west coast to assist in the relocation programe

We also announced thaot the farming operations- of the relocation
centers would not.be carried forward during 1945, except to complete the
progroms under way, that our livestock programs will be continued for
sometime and that the progroms at ' two of the southern centers, where the
harvest will not be completed until the middle of ‘this calendar year, will
be continued until that times Ve have also announced the closing of
schools at the end of this school year., Farming operations on a limited
scale and school operations will conbinue at the segregation center, Tule
Lake o

Mre Taber, What do you mean by that, as far as dates go?

Mre Myers For the schools at the relocation centers, about 2 months,

Mr, Taber. There will -be o little summer school work up until
August 31, but that will be the final datce Most of the school work wiil
close about June 1.

Our schools have been operating on an ll-month basis throughout
the year, and we will continue some work during the summer for some stu-
dents who are behind schedule, until fuvgust 31, which is the final date
of any school work in the eight relocction centerse

The present status is about this: There are approximately 42,000
people who have relocated up to date, cutside of centers; some of them
are in the United States Armye.

Mre Wigglesworthe You mean 42,000 out of the 110,000?

Mre Myere We have had moré tharn 110,000, because there have been
additional births and there have been some additional people paroled out
of the intermment campse There are also some additional people from
Howaii, so we have had nearly 120.000 that we¢ have had the responsibility
for at some stages

There have been about 18,000 Japanese=American boys inducted into
the American Army, and of that group, of course, some have been Hawaiian

boys. There have been approximately 8,000 inducted from the mainland.

Mr. Casees Were there 8,000 of those you have been dealing with?




Mre Myer. TYes; except that there had bsen some of that group in
the evacuation, but their parents have lived in the relocation centers,
for the most part.

I am includiné all people of Japanese ancestry, Mr Case, because
it is hard fo keep the figures separate.

We at the present time have about 53,000 people who are free to be
relocated, who are still in centers; that is a job we have to complete
during this ealendar year, This will mean that we will haye a job of
assisting between about 6,000 or 7,000 people each month, to move back into
normal communities,

When we formulated this plan we anticipated that as of March.l
there would be 60,000 people, and that as of July 1 there would be appro=-
ximately 44,000, who would be eligible to resettle, This would mean the
relocation of about 16,000 during the rsst of this fiscal year, which
would leave us about 44,000 until the last half of the calendar yeare.

I want to summarize the problems we are now facing in regard to
the relocation program,

Qur major problem is one we have had for same time, and that is
concerning the reluctance, particularly on the part of the old people in
the centers to be relocated, because of-a feéling of insecurity; they are
aliens and they are not sure that they would be accepteds They fear that
they would not be able to make a living, and also have a fear of actual
bodily harm, because there have been small groups of people who have com=-
mitted certain atrocitiess X

In certain areas, particularly on the coast, during the last 3 months,
we have had some occurrences such as shooting into dwellings, boycotts,
and other atrocities on the part of misguided un-Americgn pafriots,and a
small group of people who have an economic interest in opposing the return
of evacucese ‘ 5 i
We have also had difficulty with housjing because of the crowded
situation, particylarly in cities which have expanded war industries, such
as Los Angeles, San Francisco, and Seattle, as well as in the other
cities throughout the country where they are ‘relocatings . - %

We have also had some job discrimination on the part of misguided,
uninformed -individuals who dre very fearful of the individuals themselves,
or fearful that public sentiment is such that their position will be
jeopardized if they hire these peoples

¢ in my general statement, is
t this year as compared.to last

The only other comment I wish to mak
to point out the major changes in our Budge
yeorse

There is the reduction in this Budget of $16,480,066 in the cost,
of operating centers this ycar as compared with a year ago. The only
inereasc is an increase of $5,007,532 for relocation assistapces Itiis
not quite that much because, as you will remembex, that part of the Budget
in the past has been on a different basis and we have utilized savings
from the relocation center costs to pay for the rnelocation costse




We have included in this Budget funds for the refugce shelter at
Oswego, Ne Yo, which was not in the picture last yeax *We hove a reduction =
in all our costs except for relocation assistance amounting to $14,527,075,
which includes overtime pay in the amount of $1,338,648,.

I think that summarizes the general status of the program,

CHANNELING OF EVACUEES TO NORMAL LOCALITIES

v
Mr, Cannone:. You are winding up the affairs of the Authority and
channeling the ovacuses back into their normal localibies as rapidly as
you can?

Mre Myeros That is correcte
Mr. Cannone How soon do you expect to complete this operation?

*"“ Mr, Myere We expect to complete the operation as far as the eight
relocation centers are concerned about January 1, 1946,

TRANSFER OF TULE LAXE TO DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
Mr. Cannone That does not ineclude Tule Lake?

Mre Myere It does not include Tule Lake or whatevsr the alternd-
tives might be as to those that are still in the status of detainees.
They will be transferred by that time to the Dvpartmvnt of Justice, who are
already running intermment camps,

Mres Cannone Up to this time the Dipartment. of Justice has exercised
‘no jurisdiction at Tule Lake?

*

Mr o I.'\"Iyor' ° Noe :

Mre Connone It has been entirely under your authority?

Mr. Myor. That is rights Except for, a short period following the
so=called Tule Lake incident when the Army were in commande .

lre Connone ' What disposition do you cxpoct to make of the inter-
nees at Tule Lake? :

Mre Myere Any of them that are left will be transferred to the
Department' of Justice.

Mr. Cannone The Department of Justice will maintain the camps?
Mre Myeros They will maintain the segregee campe

Mr, Cannone By that timo,.how-many will you have at the Tule Lake
camp ? : !

Mr. Myere We are estimating that, including family members, there
will be 20,000 people theree It is a little hard to make that estimate
because that will depend on the agtion of .the military authorities since
they make the determination. They are now making determinations as to
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who shouldfbe:rscommended for sevrogatlon and who should'be’recommended
for, exclusione

They have set up a series of appeal boards who are nowireviewing
a large number of those cases, and I think it will depend on the trend of
the war and the facts which finally develops. - But the best estimate we
could make at the time we made up this budget was that thsre would be-
20,000 people, which includes all of the family membgrs, which.would in=-
volve about 7,000 adulbs who have declared their iamtention, Thefe are a /.
lot of youngsters and family members who are tied ine, s = :

“PROBLEMS OF INSTITUTIONALIZATION

..The Chairman. What other problems besides the Tule Lake 31tuatlon
do you have .in connection with liquidation?

Mre Mysre Our mgjor problem, Mrs Chairman, is what I.would.call
a bad case of institutionalizetion., We have spent about 3 years making
people dependent, and now. our big job during the:rsst of the.calendar
vear is to try to .make .people independent again-and build up their courage
and their morals to the place whore they fael that they can. face the
public without. fear and muk a livinge e

»

The Chdirman. That appliss largely to the older members?

Mre Myers That appliss to all of them but particularly to the older
embers who are Japanese -nationals, who feel that they cannot go about
as freely as otherse A good many of them hove language difficultiese

Then, too, & good many of the old people in centers have sons in
the. United States Army fighting on manyfronts, who fesl that they are
dependent upon these soldier boys because they are affected by the alien
property laws on the coaste The boys own the land, and they work with .
them, but they feoel that their homes will be in jeopardy for the reason
that their boys cannot will their real property to alien parents :because
of alien land lawse ; ) '

It is a very complex problem,

DESIRE OF SOME JAPANESE TO RETURN TO JAPAN
The Chairmans. Do any of them indicate a desire to return to Japan?
Mr., Myere A good many people are planning to return fo Japan,

The Cheirman. You encourage that?

hr. liyére Ve encourage them to do so if they went to goe We have taken
this positiom, that if ibcy live in this éountry thoy should be allowed to make
up their minds as te what thoy want.bo do, and whon they have, dono that they shoul
treated accordinglye. If.thcy want. to go back to Japan, of course, they
should be allowed to go whenever it is possible to go. - When he carried
out the segregation program we had that in mind.when we moved those to.Tule
Lake, who said that they wanted to. go to Japane  Most of those older people
were flot dangerous people, in my judgement. A good many of them were
simply. old folks who felt that they were not going to.be able to make the
adjustment .in this country, and some of them were:too old to start’ over again,
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Some of them felt that they were not going to be allowed to live in the
United States, and thoy were simply looking for security, That has created
some of our problems because I think o good many of them thought they would
be able to return to Japan immediately,

Some of them have property there that they were to inherit, ‘and there
were all kinds of mixed reansonses Tule. lake is not a place where wé have a
lot of dangerous people, but it is a place where we had to put all the people
who wanted to be Japanesees There are still some people at Tule Lake who are
not in the categorye

REAL AND PERSONAL PROPERTY TO BE LIQUIDATED

The Chairmene What property will you have on hand, both real and
personal property, if you are successful in liquidating your internees?

Mr, Myer, We have real estate of cur own only at two centers, We
purchased real estate at the Central Utah center and at the Granada center
in Coloradoe All of the rest of the centers were situated on Goverrment=-
controlled land or leased lands Two in Arizona are on Indian reservation
lands and there are three others on reclamation .land, and that land will go
baok-to the Reclamation Services We anly have two places where we avn real
estatee We have already declared all ‘of our farm, lands surplus at Gronoadase-
That kas been leased by the Army to prvvaue operators; ' {

We will, of course, have a large amount of equlpment and materials
used in the opération of ‘the centers, such as automobiles,. trucks, and
other equipment of many kinds, but we are already declaring 4'hesea items:
surplus as fast as we can poss1bly doibteils e

We have already declared surplus practloally all of our farm equip=
ment that we have used in those ‘cénters: whare we .are ot farming this i
yeare What that will amount to in the total amount-I could,hot give you
the exact figure at the moment, but it is a pretty large amount. We are
working closely with the Surplus Property Board and-the Treasury Procurement
Division in turning over month by month any equipment that we do not need.

CHARACTER OF EVACUEES AT TULE LAKE

Mry . ludlow, You say there are about 7,000 Japanese families at Tule

Lake? W
Mre Myer, No; I said that in comnection with'the figure of 20,000

the estimate we made probably would not 1ncludu more-than about..7, OOO adult

individuals who had made o declaration as to what they wanted to do.

Mre Ludlowe How was it ‘decided as to what Japs: would go to Tule
Lake? Are they all recalcitrants?

Mre Myere Noj; I would not call them all that, At the beginning we
set up certain categories of people to be sent to Tule Lake, including
those who had requested repatriation to Japan, and then there were also
certain .people who had requested expotriation as American citizenss,

Many of those people were not in any way dangerous to the country;
they had simply made up their minds that they wanted to go back for
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various reasonse -Anyone who said "No" to the allegiance question was
transferred to Tule Lake and the only other group involved was a small
group of people who, because of their intelligence records, we decided
ought to go to. Tule Lake even though they may not have requested repatria=
tion, - We had a check with the F. Bs I, the Army Intelligence Service, and
the Naval Intelligence Service, and we took the information they had as
basis for certain decisionse ;

Those determinations are now no longer made by the WeRsAs At the
time the mass exclusion orders were .lifted, the Army took over the deter=
mination and we are no longer doing thate

Mre Ludlowe Are some of those at Tule Lake American citizens?

Mre Myere. Yes,

¢

Mre Ludlow.  What propprfion?

Mr., Myer. The proportion ran pretty close to 70 percent in the
beginnings, Some of them have renounced their citizenshipas

Mre Ludlowe How long do you think Tule lLake will be used for that
purpose? How long would it take to wipe it out?

Mre Myere I cannout answer that. It will depena on the policy of
the War Department and the Department of Justice as to how long they feel
it is important to maintain people under confinement, and, since they
are making the determination, I have no basis for an estimatee

Mro Ludlows I notice in your justifications of the other eight
centers they will all be liquidated and will be entirely gone by January
1, 1946,

Mre Myere That is right, according to the plan, p}ovidihg every-=
thing works the way we expect it to worke We will have a tight sehecdule
to meet, but that is our expectation,

Mre Ludlowe This is an estimate for $25,140,000,  Will that
pretty well liquidate all of the wor-rclocation activities?

Mre Myere If everything works smoothly, as we proposed to try to
have it worke This is the tightest budget we have ever hade It has
bzen trimmed to the absolute limit. However, if nothing unforeseen
happens, I think we will make it,

DESTINATIONS OF RELEASED EVACUEES
Mr. Ludlowe Are these cvacuees going back to their original lands?

Mre Myeres The major relocation in the last 3 months has been to
the East and to the Middle West, However, it is getting to the place where
it is pretty close to being 50-50s A good many are beginning to go buacke
It took them some time to make those decisionse . There.are a good many
ready to go back homee There are'40,000 of them relocated in the rest of
the countrye.
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There is hardly a family that did not have people relocated in
other parts ol the United States, Every family had some difficulty in
making up their minds what they wanted to dos It has been a rather com-
plex problem for the families to decide. where they were going to locates,

Mre Ludlows What proportion of them in relocation centers still
own property?

Mr.'Myer. There is.not a large proportion that own property. Many
f£a

Cof them had long=term leases, The proportion, I should say, is falrdy
smalle There are some, Some have already gone back to their properties.

As I pointed out in my general statement, because of the alien land
laws, most of this property is held in the names of American citizens, and
some of them are in the armed forcese Alien adults have some reluctance
to try to operate that property because they are fearful that there will
be escheat proceedings brought against them, as there have been in several
cases recently, I may say that mony of the parents are in a position where
they would inherit the property of a boy killed in action on account of
the alien land laws on the coast,

PAYMENT OF COST OF TRANSPORTATION OF RELEASED INTERNEES

Mre Ludlowe The Govermment pays the cost of transportation at these
relocation centers?

Mrs Myers Yes; we are paying the cost of transportation wheraver
they wish to go,

Mro. Ludlow, Whorever they decide to go, the Govermmerit. pays' the
cost of transportation? ’

Mre Mycze That is right., ; : s i

Mroe Ludlows Regardless of what the situation is, whether they have
resettled in their own right?

Mro Myere That is!right; the. same thing applies to all of them,

DISPOSITION OF BUILDING MATERIALS

Mre Ludlows I think you said there were two of these centers where
the Govermment owns land or purchased the land?

Mre Myero We purchased the land,

Mr, Ludlows In the case of the habitations in the eight .centers,
are those being moved, or are they being kmocked down and sold?

lMr, Myer, There has not been any disposal as yete We have closed
only one center up to this time, We closed the Jerome center in Arkansas
last yeare That was taken over by the War Department and is now being
used as a prisoner=of-war campe I do not know what disposition will be
made of it, That disposition will be mode by the Surplus Property Board,
Practiocally all of the buildings are Pemporary structures. It is whot they
call the theater of operations type of construction, with tar-paper barracks,
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type of construction, with tar-paper berracksse

Mr, Ludlow. It was good lumber?

Mre Myere es, sir; all of the frame work was good lumber. I
presumé it will be salvaged, under contract, perhaps, but that is only a
presumption,

WAR RECORD OF JAPANESE ALIERICAN SOLDIERS

Mr. Ludlow.. You said, as I understood you, that 8,000, approxi=-

mately, of these Japansese have been inducted into the United States Army

and some are fighting in Italy?

Mr, Myer. Yes; 18,000 all told~approximately 8,000 from the maine
land, ,

Mr. Ludlowe Are they fighting as a separate unit, or are thej
infiltrated into other units?

Mre Myer. I mentioned the Four  Hundred and Forty=second Combat
Team, and that is all a Japanese=American unit; they have made a wonder-

ful recorde There ars a large number intermingled with other unitse

Mr. Ludlowe. Where?

Mr. Myere. In Italy and France. The One Hundredth Infgntry Batta=-

lion was the first unit to go overseas. In the beginning that was a unit
of all-Howaiian boys who had mostly becn in the Hawaiian National Guard.
At the time when the Four Hundred and Forty-second Combat Team completed
their training the One Hundredth Infantry become o pert of that unite That
is the outfit, incidontally, thot saved the "lost battalion" of the Thirty-
sixth Divisione Thot is on example of what they have done, I have here a
statement about that in a press releage. ;

Mr. Ludlowe Can you insert that in the record?

Mre Myer. Yes; I will be glad to do that; but I would like to read
this one paragraph into the record:

In France, the story of the One Hundredth's heroic rescue of the
Thirty=-sixth Divison's "lost battalicn" has been told and retolds In its
present position in the French Alps, it could easily rest on its laurels:
21 Distinguished Service Crosses, 6 Legicns of Merit, 73 Silver Stars, 7
Soldier's Medals, 96 Bronze Stars, 16 Division Citations, 2 awards from
the Italian Govermment, and the War Department Distinguished Unit Citation.
The One Hundredth's infantrymen have becen awarded over 1,547 Purple
Hearts and Oak Leaf Clustsrs for wounds raceived in battle.

That is the first Japanese=Arsrican unit that went over. It later
became a part of the Four Hundred and Forty-second Regimental Combat
Team. The Four Hundred and Forty-seccid was the outfit that rescued the
lost battalion of the Texas unit in the Vosgest Mountain arcae

(The press release referred to is as follows:)

Z?hitor: Soldiers from your locality are mentioned on attached
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sheets Passed for publication by Field Press Censor JW 201¢7

Sixth Army Groups France.--The One Hundredth Battalion of the Four
Hundred and Forty-second infantry Regimert, made up of Americans of Japa=
nese ancestry, is writing anothesr thrm*“lng chapter in iTs alroady massive
book of courageous actione. In asector of the formidable barrier that
separates France from Italy--250 miles of jagged mountain ridges ahd snow=
capped peaks=-this battalion, one of the most famous in American military
history, is engaged in hazardous mountain warfar?}

Along the Franco-Italian border, part of Lt. Gen. Jacob L. Deverl?s
Sixth Army Group front, wary Nisei patrols probe their way into German
defenses with a skill born out of long combat experiences There buddies
are well entrenched in defensive positions, ready for eanemy counter
thrusts or patrolse. In the shadows of towering cliffs, German ambush
traps are dealt with in deadly thoroughnesse

The One Hundredth ‘goined a reputation as "the fightinfest outfit"
in Ttalye In one of the most sensational actions ‘of the Itdlian campaign,
the battalion was ordered to wipe out a strongly defendcd German bastion,
o small town north .of Rome.  In short time, it took the towmn, cut the main
German escape highway at three points, destroyed the enemyts right flank,

and forced a withdrawal over 6 strategic miles. Germans killed, wounded, and

captured totaled over 270, For this action, and conQistcrt¢y outstanding
combat operation in Italy, the oqttallon was. awerded a War Department
dlstlngU1shed Unit Citatione

In France, the story of the One Hundredth's heroic rescue of the

Thrity=-sixth Division's "lost Battalion" has been told and reétold. In
its present position in the French Alps it.ecould easily rest on its

curels; - 21 Distinguished Service Crcsses, 6 Legions. of Mskrit, 73 Silver
Stars, 7 Soldier's lMedals, 96 Bronze Stars, 16 Division Citations, 2 awards
from the Italian Govermment, and the Wor Department Distinguished Unit
Citati'ons The One Hundredth's Infantrjusn have been aworded over 1,547
‘Purple Hearts and Ouk Leaf Clusters for wounds received in battle. '

Mro Myere I have heard thuu that one battalion had 60 percent cas=-

ualtiess They have had a marvelous recorde I have also heard it said
that for 3 years they have never had o -case of A.W.Cele ‘They were the
spearhead that took Genoa:4 or 6 days agoe They moved irto France and
then they moved back into Italye. They are not only fighting in Italy and
France but some are scattered throughcut other battle areas; they are
fighting in the South Pacific, in the Philippines, in Iwo Jima, and in
Okinowae ‘They were at Kiska, and Attu, and Saipan, Theré are several
hundred’ boys there deoing special service works There have been a number
of similar engagements that they have been in, in Leyte and other parts
of the Pacific, They have rendered service on all frontg.

DISTURBANCES IN RELOCATION CENTERS

Mr. Ludlowe Aside from the disturbance at Tule Laoke, have you
troubled by disturbances'in any of the other relocation centers?

Mre Myor. We have had three disturbances in three different cen=-
ters, two of them occurring in 1942, e have had one disturbance at:
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Poston, and we have also had a disturbance at Manzanare, Then in 1943 we
had the disturbance at Tule lLake,

The groups of people who caused those disturbances have been dis=-
ciplinede The disturbance at Tule Lake was not as bad as it was painteds
But there was some fire there, and I would think there were about two .or
three hundred boys that got out of line, but they were brought back into

lines

RESPONSIBILITY FOR INTERNEES AFTER RELOCATION

Mre O'Neale Have you any responsibility after you once relocate
them?

Mr. Myers No; except that we do try to get them connected up with
their personal property where we have had it in storage. We do serve as
consultants if they get into difficulties, and try to give them advice
and helps We try to make them .as independent as possible as quickly as
possible,

Mre O'Neal. Suppose they do not make good on their job, then it
becomes the job of the State to take care of them, I presume?

Mre Myere Most of them have not gone on the land. Most.of the
locations have been in the cities, But in the.western irrigated areas
there have been a good many working on the land there as hired laborers,
or they have worked as sharecroppers, They have made their ovm arrange=-
ments, largedy, and they are able to shift for themselves. We have had an

© arrangement with the Social Security Board under which, if an individual
got into real difficulties such as illness, they have received assistance
if ncededs The last figure I had showed that there had only been an
average of 147 people per month up to the time when the exclusion order
was lifted who had been relocated, who had received aid under that program.
I will say that they have been a pretty independent group-of peeple in
that respect. They have prided themselves that they have had practically
no one on relief, and they have taken care of their own situation. They
usually do not ask for help unless they are actually up against ite

NUMBER OF PERSONS UNDER JURISDICTION OF W. Ras A,

Mre Tabere T want to get a picture of this duestion as far as I
cane You have got 7,000 adults at Tule Lake, who are obstreperous more
or less? ;

Mre Myers 'No; they ars-not obstreperous; the most of them are
Just 'people who decided they want to go back to Japan,

Mr, Taber. Have you moved any of them back through the ‘exchange
of nationals?

Mre Myers. There have been a few; there has been .only twe shiploads
on the Gripsholm during the whole perZod, lMre. Taber, that have gone to
Japan, and just a few have gone from Tule Lake. First, because there has
been no exchange since this segregation program was carriad oute

Mres Taber. Seven thousand adults are there nows How many are there




altogether?

Mre Myers Seventeen thopsand eight hundred and eighty-six, if you
include -the family members, i ;

" -

Mre Tabers How many have Jou got right now altogether, including
]
'Tule Lake? S

Mr, Myere There were, as of April 21, 72,755 in all the centers,
including Tule Lake,

Mre Wigglesworthes I thought you said there were 53,0004
Mr. Myere There are 20,000 that we estimate will not be eligible
for relocation, and if you subtract the 20,000 from the 72,7565 it will

leave you around 53,000,

Mre Tabers You have some who will not be eligible for relocation
scattered at other places? 0

Mre JMyere -That is right. There will be about 20,000 as near as
estimate; in that categorys

Mre 'Taberd I would like you to set out in the recsrd how many
you have an where they are.

‘Mry Myeres Mrs Taber, I cannout give you the exact numbers That is

only an estimate based upon what we think will be the Army waction; they
ake a determination as to khe number of people and that estimate is chang-

ing. every daye :

Mrs" Tobere 'I scés

Mre Myere We do not make that determination, an

make that an estimates

Mre Taberes The 72,756 is an estimate?

Mres Myeres. Noj; the 72,755 is an’ accurate figure,

Mre Tabere I thought you sdid it wos an estimatee’’

Mre Myere No; that is not an estimate.

Mre Tabor. Can you give me d break-down of the number in the
centers? :

Mre Myere I have some figures ‘right here that I will be glad to
give you for the record, or I can give them to you nows

Mreo Taberes I believe I would like -you to put the table .in the
record, setting it up in tabular form,

Mre dyers Very well,

Mre. Tabere. How does this figure of 72,755 compare with the number




that you had a year ago when you were up here?
Mre Myere. Approximately 18,000 lesse

Mro Taber. I would liks to recheck that figure as of April'l last
year because I do not have the figures with me, but I can get the figures
for youe s

Mre Tabere I wish you would put that in the record as a separate
column on this other table,

K

Mre Myecre The figures to compare with a year ago of approximately
Apri o

]\.‘Ir. Taber ® YCS.
(The statement requested follows:)

COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF CENTER POPULATION

Center _Apre 1
1.1944

Central Utah 7,026
Coloradc River 1 ,331
Gila River 9,251
Granada 8,504
Heart Mountain 9,368
Jerome 6,440
Manzanar 6,415
Iinidoka 8,456
Rohwer 6,133
Tule Lake : 16,914

Total 89,398

Mre Taber. You told us that you expected to get rid.of -- I under=
stood you to testify that there would be only about 40, OOO by the lst
of Julys

Mr, Myers Forty-four thousande Including the 20,000 that was
estimated for Tule lLeke, there will be all told about 64,000 by the lst
of Julye

Mre Taber. You only expect to get rid of about 8,0007?

Mr, lMyere During the next 2 months, about 9,000,

TIME NEEDED TO LIQUIDATE OPERATIONS UNDER WAR RELOCATION
AUTHORITY

Mr. Taber, How long do you expect to have to operate this situa=-
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Mre Myere We expect, Mrs Tdber, to be out of the business, so far
as the War Relocation Authority is concerned, within the next fiscal yeare
We do not know as yet just how long it is' going to take to dispose of
the property and get the final details in order. We have two types of
property to dispose of: One of them is the property that we are looking
after for the evacuees, personal propsrty in warehouses up and down the
coaste We are estimating that we can get that job done by about April 1
so we can turn it over to someone clsee If we can get it geared up with
the disposal agency we hope to have most of the Govermment property dis=-
posed of by April or May of 1946,

Mr. Taber, How much do you expect to have on hand at the” lst of
January 19467? :

Mre Myere About 20,000 personse
Mro Tabere And how many of the lst of April 19467

Mre. Myere. None; because they will have been turned over by tha
time to the Department of Justice and we will be out of the business Jane=
uary 2 and have nobedy in residence if our schedule is maintaineds

Our job, from the lst of January on, will be to complete the liqui-
dation of the other eight centers, the property, and to complete the-
job -of adjustments -as- far as the evacuees! property-is concerned, and to
assist those not finally adjusted for 2 or 3 months after centers are
closeds : - 3

Mrs Tdbere That is, to complete the adjustment job altogether of
the individuals who are being relocatede

Mr, liyere We plan to maintain‘our relocation staff until about
the lst of Aprid 1946, and there will‘*be a few things probably that will
require attention after the 1lst of April, but the staff will be drasti-
cally reduced after April 1, 1946,

Ire Tobere These estimates were made on the basis of that reduc=-
tion, were they? '

Mre Myere They include, however, as far as persondel is concerned,
the terminal leave that would accrue within this fiscal year; ‘there will
be an accumulation, as you know, of leave, so that the estimates are
based not only on the completion of the work job but terminal leave of
those who may resign from the Government or move oute

Mre Taber. How many people did you have in this group on the lst
of April, or right around the lst of April 1944°%

Mre Myere That is what I told you I would have to get for the
recorde I do not have that figure, i :

Mre. Taber, You could not give me an estimate now?

Mre. Myere I can give you o pretty good idea, It was around 91,000
or '92,000 peoples g :
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Mre:Tabers Ninety=one or:two thousand?

Ire Myeres Yes; in all centerse I would like to have the OpPoOY =
tunity to correct that figure for the record; because I *can chieck it
accurately when I get back to the offices : / ;

Zﬁ@e exact. figure for April:l, 1944 was 92,71@57

”

EXPENDITURES, 1945 and 1948
Mre Tabers I would like to have you \give mie your expenditures
to this date, altogether, and a table indiating the monthly expenditures
so far this fiscal year, with an estimate of whet ‘you will have the rest
of the fiscal year; and then I would like to have you give me an estimate
of what you expect to expend in the next fiscal year, by monthse:

Mre Myere I would like to ask you a question: Do you want the
total expenditures for the,whole life.of the Authority, or just for this
fiscal year?

Mre Tabers I am asking for this fiscal years

Mre Myere. We will furnish that, -
(The information requested follows:)

Monthly expenditures for the fiscal year 1945 (estimated for thé months of
April, May, and June) and apportiomment by months of estimate of
appropriation for fiscal year 1946 : ' ;

Fiscal Year Fiscal Yenur
it L ORE oi - 1946

July
August
September
October
Novenmber
December
anuary
February
March
April
May
June

Total

$3,162,072
3,188,386

, 5,206,552
08,124,877

3,139,725
3,176,548
3,179,755
3,130,143
3,050,874

3,754,198
3,790, 531

3,763,414

39,667,075

$3,416,9186
3,250,851
3,227,751
3,038,224
2,797,453
2,552,780
1,621,883
1,485,303
1,115,058
903,220
872,559
858,022

25,140,000

Mre Tabers -- You have another activity which'I do not believe has
been touched; on yote : 3

Mre Myers The refugee shelter?:

Mre Tabers. Yesy' I will take up when w= reach that item in the
Justificationse I believe that is all I have until we get to the details.
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Mre Wigglesworthe e Myer, when was your estimate presented to
the Budget?

Mre Myere About Januvary 15, Mre Wigglesworthe We started working
on it immediately after the mass exclusion was lifted, December 17, and

I think we actually got it over to the Bureau of the Budget about the
middle of Januarye

Mroe Wigglesworthe What was the first day you were requested to
appear before the Budget? ' :

Mre Myere February 5Se

Mre Wigglesworthe That was the first date you were requested to
appear before the Budget?

Mre Myere Yes, for this yeart!s budget, you mean?
Mro Wigglesworthe Yes; for this year's budgets

Mre Myere Of course we have met with the Budget committee from
time to time to report progress, -

Mre Wigglesworth. You prepared this on a man-year basis at the
request of the Budget?

Mre Myere Yes; it was prepared on a man-year basis at their requeste,
PENALTY MAIL

Mre Wigglesworthe I wish you would put in the record a statement

showing the penalty mail costs, by years, including the estimate we
have before us,

Mre lyere This last fiscal yeare

Mre Wigglesworthe, For each fiscal year you have been in opera=-
tion, and including the request you are now making, and also a similar
statement in respect to the money expended on publicity, public rela=

tions, by fiscal years, including the one we now have befors use.

Mre lyers Yese

(The information requested follows:)

PENALTY MAIL COSTS

There were no penalty mail costs prior to the-fiscal year 1945
which cre estimated at $26,250, This estimate of appropriation does
not provide for an estimated $30,000 for the fiscal year'1946 as it is
being included by the Department of the Interior in their estimates

PUBLICITY AND PUBLIC-RELATIONS COSTS

Publicity and publicereclations costs are estimated, by fiscal
years, as follows:




1943mmmmmmm - e ——m——— $ 84,380
194 fmcnmama—ennn——-—--—— s s e e e e 122,744
TG4 e o e s s . 2 g o e 0 e ~-== 204,168
T .0t e o o s o 5 o e 160,740

lre Wigglesworths You have already given us a statsment as to the
promotions in the higher brackets, I believeo

Mre Myers That is right,
BREAK=-DOWN OF FUNDS AV.ILABLE BY FISCAL YELR
Ire Wigglegﬁorth, Would you also furnish for the record a state=
ment covering the over=-all activities, showing a break-dowm of your
construction and operation, and the outside sources of funds and the
amount you have received? ' '

lire Myers From the beginning?

lir, Wigglesworth. Yes; any emergency funds that have been appro=
priated, and funds received from other sourcese

lire Myer. The total cost, and the total funds we have had availe
able; that is what you want?

Mre Wigglesworthe Yese
(The Information requested follows:)
SOURCE AND AMOUNT OF FUNDS MADE AVAILABLE

AND EXPENDITURES BY FISCAL YEAR

Anmount rececived by==
Fiscal Year . Expeénditures

Transfer & Appropriation

_____ ABRAS $5,632,925

$70,000,000 47,869,753

48,170,000  , 42,435,141

39,000,000 39,667,075

5,300,000 157,170,000 135,604,892

Approximately $11,852,000 of the total was expended for construction
of additional facilities to meet our requirements and the balance for opera-
tion of the centers. The original construction of the centers was done
by the War Deportment and the cost is mot included in these figuresa

1The transfeor from "Emergency fund £or the President, national defense"
in the fiscal year 1942 was $6,300,000 of which $667,075 was unexpended and
made available for the operation of the emergency refugee shelter for the
fiscal year 19456 8
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Expenditures, estimated for-the months ef- April,-May, and June
] v 3

Mr. Wigglesworthe This request you are making is a full fiscal
request?

Mre Myer, That is corrects
Mr. Wigglesworth, A 12 months' request?

Mro, Myers That is righta
&

' PROBLEM ATTACHED TO RELEASING INTERNEES

Mre. Wigglesworth, 'As I understand.it, since the decision by the
War D:oartment to which you have referred,and since the decision by the-
Supreme Court, overruling some of the regulations and requirements, all of
these svacuses are free to leave and go home immediately if they want to,
excapt such persons as may individually be==

Mre Myer (interposing)e Excluded by the War Department,
Mro Wigglesworth. Except those excluded by the Vlar Deparfments
Mre Myere Yess

Mr. Wigglesworths Why should we not turn Tﬁle Lake over to the
Department of Justice to handle and tell ‘the other people they are:free
to go?

Mr, Myer, For the simple reason, Mr. Wigglesworth, that Tule Lake
is now a mixed cemter; it is not only a ségregation center. As I pointed
out to the chairman, we have at Tule lLake several thousands of people who
are free to go, who are now in that caisgory, but who ware placed at Tule
Lake, but now under the cecision of *“he War Department it has been deter=-
mined that it is not mnecessocry they be detained there any longer.

e And, *that ties in wiin the whole relocation program, and we feel
that it is possible to assist some of those persons to relocate before
we finally turn the csnter: overs s -

We furthermore feel that it would- be- unjust to-the.-program at. this
moment if we had any large movement of people betwsen.ecentors now for it
adds to the fecling of insecurity, ths feeling of not knowing just exactly
what is going to happsn, and the whole problem is so complicated that it
is-goiag to take another, *perhaps, 2 or 3 monbths -to determine-how-many
people are eligible to relocate and it may take longer. We have turned
over approximately 1,000 people to the Department of Justice since about
the lst of January. N

Mro Wigglesworthe Well, here it is the 30th deay of April and the
Armyts revision of its rulihg was made December 17, was it not?

Mr. Myer, All the determinations were not made=~-

Mr. Wigglesworthe I mean the decision on the policye




Mr, Myers The decision was made December 17; yese

Mr, Wigglesworth, Prior to that date, you have told us, in pre=-
vious hearings, I think, that you had made a very careful investigation
of every one of the evacuees under your jurisdictions

Mr. lMyer., Yese

Mre. Wigglesworth, And you knew who they wers.

lMre Myere We also had segregated some of them,
Wigglesworthe Particularly in respect’'to last year?
lMyere That is right.

lire Wigglesworthe You have had altogether’ 4 - months elapse since
the change of policy by the War Departments Can you give us some figures
comparable to the figures prior to the time the change in policy was made?
I an just wondering why you cannot complete the process more rapidly thon
you suggeste

i Mre-Myere T em trylng to expialn to, you that the change 'in the policy,
and the making of o determination about the individuals and those who are
members of the family, involves a rather large taske

lir, Wigglesworth. You must have some of those figuress

Mre Myerese Oh, we doe

Mro Wigglesworths On each individual cases

Mre Mysre We doe

; lire %1gglesworth. It would seam to mz to be a simple matter for
the Wer Department, in the light of this information, and the information

securcd by the Fedsral Bureau of Investigation, to deeide whether an in=
dividunl was someone that should be or should not‘be dotalnud further.

Mre Myere It is mot that. 51mp*u, the fact is that they are still
making changvs in their lists.

lire Wigglesworth, And they are deducting some?
Mr. Myor. They arce
Mr, Wigglesworthe Certainly you haye some ostimates -

Mre Myers They are following through with the revision, and maybe
the next day we will find out they are listing some addltlonul peoples

Mre Wigglesworth, Listing them?
Mr. Myer. Yess The Army's list is changing.

Mre Wigglesworthe - That they are letting more of them move?
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Mre Myor. Yes; that is changing all the times And I would say
that at the time this determination was made that probably instead of
20,000 people thers wers probably 30,000 people, all in alle

Mro Wigglesworthe In other words, using the 73,000 roughly, that
you have got under your jurisdiction now, of that numbor the War Departe
ment is satisfied to let 43,000 go now?

Mre, Myere They were ot that fimoe They have more than that on
their clear list nows ;

Mr, Wigglesworthes And that number is inéreasing?
Mrs Myere That nmumber is increasings

Mr o Wigglesworth.’ But there are 43,000 that the War Deportment
is, ready bo-let go?

Mre Myere Approximately 53,000, Some of those are at Tule Lakece

Mr, Wigglesworthe That gets back to my original questions: Vhy
con you not turn the 43,000 loose almost immediately instead of taking
4%-months that you have had since the War Department 's order Wwent inmbo
effect plus another 6 months that you contemplate now in which %o let
them go bgck home 3

Mre Mycre I misunderstood your questions I thought your ques=
tion was why can we not:turn them immediately over to thé Department of
Justicee

.

My, Wigglesworth, That was only a part of my questione Now, why
can you not let them go? ’ ; :

Mre Myere We can let those go that are freas td go at hny times How=
ever, it is not an easy thing for pcople to go who have boen out of circu=
lation for 3 years, and whose property, if they had any, is either leased
for a period of months, or if takes time for them to decide, between their
family members, where they are goinge

T would like to point out, Mr., Wigglesworth, that during the evacua=-
tion movement in 1942, when the Army moved pcople without any question as
to the consideration of those people at all, that it took about 7 or 8
months to move the 110,000, by trainloads, and now when you are dealing
with the movement of a large number of people, trying to get them estab=
lished, according to our plan, it will take about 20 months to move appro=
ximately 65,000 people on an individual family basise. We have figured
they should have the opportunity to detarmine in their own way where they
want to go, and to make that determination with the rast of the fomily,
and in working out a plan they must look over the territory to determine
where they are going. And we have adopted the policy of not moving the people
out, especially the older people and the children until they 'have had a re=
asonable time within which to determine where they want to move., It is
a dslicate and patient operation, and it is just ‘almost impossible, for any-
one who has not lived with it, to know the human problems involvede

Mr, Wigglesworthe, Your obligation to these people is very different.
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First, to those who are at Tule Lake, and the others who are under your
Jurlsdlctlon which the War Department has told are free to leaves

Mf. llyers Yes,.but we feel we have a reasonable obligation, since
they were taken away from their homes, to help them get rgestabllshed
and it will take a few months for them to do so,.

Furthermore, there is the transportation question: Suppose they
ere ready to leave the centers now, we could not move all of these peopls
at onee if we wanted to do so; it would be a physical impossibilitye,

. AUTHORITY TO ASSIST PERSONS AFTER RELEASE

Mr. Wigglesworthe Do you feel you have the necessary authority to
look after these people indefinitely who are now free to go?

Mr. Myere We have the Executive order of the President, plus the
congressional appropriation acts, and I think we have been quite clear in
what we planned to do and we have been wcareful not to exceed the authority
that has been given us heres And we hope Congress will see fit to give
us some flexibility, to continue the centers until we can get this job done
in a decent and humane manner,

Afver all, T would just like to say that we takec a little pride
in the fact that we are an emergency agency.that is trying to get out of
business by the.time the war is over, and we believe we should, from the
standpoint of what is best for the program itself, From the standpoint
of what we think is good and sound for the United States Govermment, since
we have been assigned the task of looking after these people, we should
continue the program we have started for a reasonable time until we can find
some place where they can make a reasonable adjustment. We feel we are
simply following in the normal line of procedure in line with the principles
of the United States Govermment. We are dealing with a group of people who
have been badly torn and we are endeavoring to help them make adjustmentse
Many of them do not speak English very fluently, and there are 2’ number
of other problems involveda

Our authority, Mr.'Wigglesworth, stems entirely from this’ committec
and the Congress; we must leave it with you to determine whether or not
you feel our proposal is sound,

Mre Wigglesworthe There is no legislative authority for your pres-
ent program,

Mre Myer, No; and there never has been except Bhe Executive order
and the appropriation actse %

Mr, Wigglesworth. Do you feel you have authority to provide as-
sistance, special assistance for every one of thase people who are free
tc go, and if so, for how long?

»

Mr. Myero Vie are asking that authority from this committee nowe
The only authority we will have is the order to do the job, with the funds
that are given to carry out that authority, and I hope that the money
will be available, and we hope if possible to complete the major part of
the job by the lst of January.




Mres Wigglesworthe ‘Do you fesl tha you have the authority to
grant relocation assistance to these people after they are free to go?

Mre Myere There is no question about thatse

Mre Wigglesworth, , Whers do you think it comes from?

Mre Myers We laid out our program this last year on that basis, and
we have emplained the basis on which the job was to be done, and we have
granted relocation assistance during this whole period,

Mre Wigglesworthe Yes; but I am talking about nowe That refers
to the condition that existed at that time, but now you are under the
War Department policy that says they are free to gos

o

Mre My

r. Our major responsibility has always been relocation,

Mre Wigglesworths, But whatever apthority was implisd at that time
was not given in the light of the picture we now have which authorizes
the evacuses to leave immediatelys In other words, the situation has
changed materially now,

yaa

AL

Mre IMyer. We made the statemsnt, I think, to the Congress, cer=
tainly to the Bureau of the Budget, and I think to the Congress as well
that if the situation changed, if there should be a sudden change in the
program in would necessarily affect our program, I think ‘we have made
it clear all along the line what our responsibilities are and what we
intend to do in the operation .of the program,
looking ahead and not looking backe I

Mre Wigglesworths But I am

about your authority at
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Wigglesworths But that has been dones
Mre lye No; it has not been done; our job is not complctes
Mro Viigglesworthe . You are talking about the old programe

Mre Myere We feel that we have an administrative responsibility
to assist them to get relocated into normal communities, and I think you
will find that is what we have tried to dos

Mro. Wigglesworth, But you go back to what has been done; the condi-
tion has.changed, the emergoncy has passed, and you want to go back here
and assist these people until they go home, i

Ure Myere That is righte

Mre Wigglesworthe You spell out the authority given you in the
acts of this committee as contained in the appropriation made to yous

Mre Myere Partly, Ourrauthority stems from Executive Ordor 5102,

Mre Wigglesworithe . That does not go to these estimates; I do not
that ‘cowsrs ‘this  picture.

Mre Myore I believe it will, assuming that you consider the Execus
tive order walid, and the authority which is set up under the appropria=-
tion acte I wunt to repeat that we have complied with the policies which

ave been laid out in the appropriation acts by the Appropriations Commi-
ttee in the expenditure of funds and I do not beliecve that we have over=
stepped that authority,

lre Tigglesworthe I do not believe you have developed in the record
as yet, in detail, this fact, but I think thsre must be some limitation,
because you do not plan to keep these people who are free to go home inde-
finitely, do vou?

lMre Myere I thought I had made it clear, Mr, Wigglesworth, that
cen

anuary 2 was the date we have set for liquidating th nters other than

Jo
Tule Lake ®

Mre Wigglesworthe That is your present planer 3L Ohi
expected it would toke how long9

lire Myere There are certain things of course we cannot comtrol,
and I would 1like to make it clear that if the transportation situation is
tied up through the movement of troops, for instance, we cannot of course
transport all of these peoples It might be impossible during certain
periods of movements of troops, for instancs, to gat transportation facili-
ties, and that would make it necessary for us to revise our plans. And
these are other elements that might change the situation, when' you are
thinking of the movement of fifta or sixty thousand people. - But we are
trying to assist these people to relocate with the thought in mind that
they are American citizens, most of thame Same extremists on the one side;,
who have battled us throughout the wholc rolocation progrem, and on the
other side, somc of our best friends, fecl that we are attempting to close
these centers too soone Vie have tried to hit Wwhat we think is a reasonable
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ground in order to do the job as efficiently and humanely as possiblece

I would like to repeat that it would not be possible, assuming that
all these people wanted to go tomorrow, t6 move them tomorrows We have
more than 50,000 people and that involves a tremendous job; we¢ have a
difficult administrative problem, and we are trying to help this little
minority group adjust themselves throughout the country, and we think 1t
is a pretty good thing, and in doing so we are trying to give these peopls
o reasonable time to moke up ‘their minds where they want to goe

Mr, Wigglesworthe May I just meke this observation, Mr. Choirmane

I do not care to ask any furthsr questions now on the gensral

but I do want to make this observation for the record, that in eadin

the justifications it seems to me that some of the activities are doubt=
ful from the standpoint of authority, ond that doubt is very much increased
since the Tlar Department has, now determined thot a great proportion of
these svacueas are now frec to go at any timc they may see fit.

(The reproduced portion covers the Director's testimony during the
forenoon of the day of the hearing. The afternoon testimony was not in-
cluded because it went into detailed discussions of individual budget items. )




E'CERPT FROV TALK GIVEN BY AVBASSADOR JOSEPH C. GREW

AT NEW YORE ON NOVEMBER 18 BEFORE THE ANNUAL BANOUET
~ OF THE HOLLAND SOCIETY

"In a few moments I shall speak briefly about that other enemy.
But first, let me make an appeal. I realize that this will be a di-
gression fror my train of thought, but I do wish, if only for a moment,
to dwell on another subject in which I am deeply interested, and I
venture to hope that I may interest you gentlemen also,

"One of the proudest achievements of our country is our assimi-
latior of many differcnt races within our borders. We take well-
just ied pride in the term "melting pot" as applied to our nation.
The existence and purpose and membership of the Holland Society are a
living testimonial to that great principle, and it is especially in-
teresting to note that even three centuries ago, when the Dutch West
India Company had extended to all friendly European countries the
privilege of trading vith the then province of New Amsterdsm, the town
of New Ambterdam rapidlv assumed the cosmopolitan character for which
it has ever since been noted and that according to contemporary
revorts, eirhteen langusces were spoken among its 400 or 500 inhabit-
ants in 1643,

"The point I wish to meke is this., In time of war, blind pre-
judice is always rampsnt. In the last war I remember than even loy=sl
Americens with German names were all too often looked at askance.

That bigotry fortunately does not exist today, but it dces exist today
amone a lar-e proportion of our fellow countrymen with regard to
Americen citizens of Japanese descent. In fact many, perhaps most, of
our compatriots refer to those fellow-citizens of ours ocuite indiscrimi-
nately as "Jeps". In readine the many letters I receive from all over
the country on thet subject I very seldom know whether the writer is
referring to Americans or to outright enemy aliens. There is, or should
be, 8 great difference there.

"In time of war, esvecially, we must take every proper step to
protect our country from hostile acts, especially from espionage or
sabotace, within our gates, We have competent official authorities to
attend to thet consideration, and they are attending to it, constantly
and effectively. I do know that like the Americans of German descent,
the orarwhelming msjority of Americans of Jepanese origin wish to be
and . e wholly loyal to the United Statss, and not only thet, but
they wish to prove that loyalty in service to their native land.
Relman Norin, of the Associated Press, reports from the Fifth Army in
Italy thet the first unit of American-born Japsnese troops went into
combat smiling with satisfaction es if they were going to a baseball
geme; thoir motto is "Remember Peerl Harbor", and their commander
said that he wouldn't trade his command for any other in the Army.
Their officers, said Vorin, are unsnimously enthusiastic about the
ouality and spirit of those men snd said they never had seen any troops




train harder and more assiduously and never had any doubt as to what to
expect of them in combat. A German prisoner was brought past their en-
cempment one dey; he gaped with surprise when he saw their faces and
asked if they were Japanese. An interpreter explained that they were
Americens of Japanese parentage. The German shook his head in wonder
end said: "Ach; thast's American.," There are camps in our country today
engarad exclusively in treinineg these men for military service. I have
met end talked to thems Their officers are proud of their cherges,

"Whet I wish to sav is merely this. Those Americans of Japanese
desc rt have grown up in our country, in our democratic atmosphere.
Most of them have never known anything else. Among those few who have
been to Japan, most of them could not stand the life there and soon
returned to the United States, The overwhelming ms jority of those men
want to be loval to us, e2nd, perhaps surprisingly, the few who don't
want to be loyal to us often say so ovenly. It does not make for
loyaelty to be constently under suspicion when erounds for susvicion
are absent., I have too grest a belief in the sanctity of American
citizenship to wmt to see those Americans of Japanese descent penal-
ized and alienated throuech blind prejudice. 1 want to see them given
a souare deal. I want to see them treated as we rightly treat all
other American citizens regardless of their racial origin - with
respect and support, unless or until they have proved themselves un-
worthy of respect and support. Thet fundamentsl principle should
apply all slong the line - to every citizen of the Tnited States of
America,"




QUESTION OF LOYALTY OF JAPANESE

tatements . S
Gicle) viritten by an 1ce Officer, states in nart
follows: "I consider tJ at least m:,vemu.ruflve per

cent of them (Misei) are o"'ml to the United States.'"(P.490).

" the Nisei voluntarily contributed val'n‘ﬂe anti-

subversive information to thi (_th suthor?®s ) and o*‘hcr

"‘Mrfr"‘rﬂ'“'_l arencies. The Janancse Consular

;8 made in October, 42 Harver's Farazine. This
men
4

thr. . g,
coe ’E:u!:/ (9 14

o

} Japamese causc did not tz'u:m.',;elr:ﬂs trust

the Misei A pereat manv of the Nisei had teaken legal
e,

Association, and othe g been

baken steps
throuch the nancee Consulate and the Govermment of Japan
to divest zen

though by so doing they became
of the Jananese law and were no

officially of Japanese citizenship

y property which they or their

apan.™ (p.491)... "Of the
Issei), the large majority
United States.

-he Japanszse, both aliens and United
ndividuals, either deliberately
rovernment or actuated by a farmatical
who would act as saboteurs or enemy
T‘"ﬁ 3 than threc per
the total, or 'HM* i"~5 in the en 1 ed Statc

y o
CCSe




A STATRMENT OF GUIDING PRINCIPLES OF
THE WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

The Wer Relocation Authority recognizes thet the fore-
most task before the people of this country is to win the
wer, This means concentrating on fighting the enemy-
rather than fighting anong ourselves, and using all the
aveilable menpower where it cen do the most good.

We have fai th in the American democratic way of life, with
eoual rirchts, privileges, and responsibilities for 2ll,
rogardless of race, creed, or national origin.

We assume that the creat majority of the people of Japanese
ancestry now in this country will stay here during the war
and afterward.

We have confidence in the ability of the Armed forces to

wage the war, end of the suthorized intellirence agencies

of the eovernment to ¢ive proper surveillsnce to all suspected
or notential enemies within our country, f

Wie helieve that it is possible to distineuish between the
loyal end the disloyal people of Japesnessz sncestry, as well
as with other national or racial groups, te a degree which
will insure the netional security.

Vie believe loyelty grows and sustains itself only when it is
piven a chence. It cannot flourish in an stmosphere of
suspicion and discrimination.

Stens which this government takss to suppress or discriminate
against the peopole now in relocation centers give weipght to

the enemy's argument that the United Nation®w are waging o

race war., This argument is used in propegenda directed at

the peoples of the Pacific areas, and others whose colldboration
with the United Nations can heln to speed up the dey of

victory.

Repressive or discriminetory trestment of people of Japenese
ancestry in relocation centers will be used by the Japenese
militerists 2s a pretext for reprissls arainst Americen
prisoners of war and American civiliens held by the Jepanese
government,




ATTITUDE OF THE WAR DEPARTMENT ON THE QUESTION OF TAKING

OVER THE OPERATION OF WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY FUNCTIONS.

In response to a direct question by Senator Chandler of Kentucky
regording the War Department's views on S. 4bh ; o bill providin
for the transfer of certesin functions of the War Relocation

ar ‘y g

Authority to the Wer Department, Colonel Scobey had this to s

"The War Department is )

War Department looks upon the messure as giving to it
responsibility which it is not particulsrly quelified

to handle, because the objective to be accomplished

of a gocial nature rather then of a military natu

not in favor of the bill. The
210

" The War Depsrtment hos a tremendous job on its ha

It needs all of its personnel on military projects rather
than on social projects, 28 this is looked upon. That
bagically, is the reason the W pertment feels that

it doesn't want to handle this 4




WAR TEPARTMENT STATEMENTS ON JAPANESE AMERICANS

STDTCM”DT by:

a
1D

(statement-mede in announcing the formstion of
combet team of American citizens of Japenese descent.)

nf

"Tt is the inherent right of every faithful citizen, regardless of
:nccstry, to bear arms in the Natic n g battle. When obstacles to the free
expression of that right are imposed by emergency consideratisng, those
%;rrhﬁrs should be removed as soon es humenly possible. Loyalty to
country is o voice that must be heard, and I am glnd that I em now able

to give active proof thet this basic Americsn bel ef is not a casus 1ty
of war"

Statement by:
Colonel W.P. Scobey, Executive Officer
Office of Assistent Secretary of War

"Tt ig hoped that the Jepenese Americen combat team will become
the outstonding units of the American Army. Thieg combat team will

, with and as a part of a Caucagian force. he W=r Dthhrfmcnt hag
i 1th in the loyal J nege Americans. This is a splendid opportunity
to demonstrate to fhc American people end to the War L;;ﬁrtmanf that the
Jopanese Americens have fzith in Americe, A success of the program and
the voluntary feature of induction will be a great step forward in the
rehabilitation plans for the Japanese Americaons."

Statenent by:

Lt. Gen. Delos C. Emmons

Commander of the Hawaiien Department
f‘.p}i"' 1 5} l;‘lirj .

"Enough Hawaiisns of Japenese ancestry have responded to-the cell
for volunteers to form a combat team of approximately 4,000 men... Th
esponse to the call was highly gratifying...I believe they will make
splendid record... I hope no further call for volunteers will be made
now, because meny cen ill be spared by Hawaiian industry."




ATTITUDE OF TE® WAR DEPARIMENT ON THE OQUE N OF TAKING

OVFER THE OPERATION OF AR RELOCATION AUTHORITY CENTZI

In response to 2 rect auestion by Senator Chandler of Kentucky
repardine the Yar Devartment's views on S. 444, a bill providing
for the transfer of certain functions of the ar Relocation

Authority to the War Department, Colonel Scobey had this to say:

"The Var Department is not in favor of the

111, The Var Department looks upon the
measure as giving to it a responsibility
vhich it is not particularly gqualified to
handle, because the objective to be accom-
plished is of a social nature rather than
of a military

tment has = tremendous job
1t neads all of its personnel
tary projects rather than on social
nrojects, as this is looked upon. Thet,
ason the Viar Department
facls that it doesn't went to hendle this job."




