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4
OF ATTITUIES PRIOR TO

J
THE FARM ACCIIENT

The transferees on whose statements the following ana lysis  

of pre-farm accident attitudes is based did not, for the m ost  

part, take an active part in the activities of the pres sure  

group* About half of them were of neutral conviction s, sympa�

thizing with the resentments of the people, supporting some of  

the statements of the pressure group and criticizing others*

Two were active supporters and one an active opponent . Three  

others, while not "agitators" were definitely sympa thetic. More  

than half came from Gila*

By the generally accepted irrevocability of the act  of  

segregation as forcefully expressed by the WRA Adminis tration,  

those persons who came to Tule Lake were strongly impres sed  

with the fact that they had made a decision which w ould be  

extremely difficult if not Impossible to retract. It  Is impos�

sible to estimate what proportion of the transferees  from other  

centers had definitely made up their minds to return t o Japan  

regardless of the outcome of the war. It is indispu table that  

some were still undecided, having come to Tule Lake to  escape  

military service or because they were alarmed by the increasing  

WRA pressure toward relocation. However, the enthusi asm, and  

the militant attitude of that proportion of the trans ferees who  

had fully made up their minds to return to Japan was  so over�

whelming, that individuals who had other motives we re forced  

either to dissemble and profess similar attitudes or  suffer  

social ostracism. Very few took the latter course.

The overt step of segregation gave sincere individua ls  

a powerful conviction of self-respect and morale. I t was perhaps
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their first major opportunity to gain self-respect since the  

initiation of evacuation. They had done with shilly-sh allying*  

They had made their final decision and irrevocably turned from  

America to Japan. To them, Tule Lake offered an opportu nity  

for a new existence, a place where they might prepare  themselves  

for life in Japan, a place where they might live wit h individuals  

of like opinion and be rid of the company of the indecis ive  

fence sitters, the koomori. bats, neither flesh nor fow l, who  

could not make up their minds to support either the  United States  

or Japan and who made up a large proportion of the i ndividuals  

who remained in the relocation centers after the first e gress  

of the nisei. No longer, they were sure, would they be a ngered  

and annoyed by the presence of the inu. the stool-pi geons who  

ran tattling to the Administration. Instead, they a nticipated  

a camp where all the people would be of one mind. It Is un der�

standable that in the face of this vigorous and idea listic  

attitude, persons who had reserved their final decis ion main�

tained a politic silence.

A gentle kibei girl said:

•All during the trip all the people coming from Gila -  
all they talked about was how things were going to be i n Tule  
Lake. There wouldn*t be any more lnus: no more Yes-Y es. They  
were so glad when they saw the camp. The people came here w ith  
such high hopes and they got so little • • •

•When we saw the camp there was a bunch of boys on a  
potato truck. They pointed. ,Thatfs Tule,* they said. When  
I saw it tears came to my eyes. It was the first step tow ards  
Japan and George (her husband whom she hoped to join In Tule)  
would be here and everything. I really thought this camp was  
going to be much different than Gila.*1

Another kibei woman of very militant mind wrote:

^R. Hankey, Notes, July 19, 1944, p. 3. '
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We came to Tule Lake with great expectation and high  hopes  
to be able to join our fellow Japanese subjects whose I deas  
and future thoughts* Desire to return to our mother  country  
at her emergencies and to serve her were the main purpose  in  
seeking repatriation and expatriation*"1

A nisei girl said:

1 At the relocation camp there were so many that were loy al  
to America* We felt people with the same kind of mind (p ersons  
who were all of one mind) would be assembled here*"2

It was now possible, and in fact, socially obligator y, to  

express loyalty to Japan* The expression of such sentim ents  

would no longer be followed by Incarceration In Leup p or Santa Fe*  

Attitudes like the following were no doubt common t o many seg*egees*

From an ex-Santa Fe internee:

"We came here for the purpose of repatriation so tha t we  
will be on the priority list to be segregated to Japan*  We 
may change our feeling after the war, but for the time bein g,  
we must rely on the Emperor or Japan, not on the Unite d States  
government*

"Our loyalty is to Japan* Naturally we are very earnest  
about it. Some Japanese say they are still loyal to t he United  
States, but I don*t believe it* "3

From an older nisei:

"We who were segregated as unloyal must be considered  
heart and soul Japanese and for Japan*"4

In some individuals this attitude was carried so far  that  

it led to a noticeable abhorrence for all things thoug ht to be  

American and an idealization of all things thought to be 

Japanese* On arriving in Tule Lake, many nisei and k lbei made  

a conscious attempt to turn their minds from "Americ an ways of  

thinking and acting to Japanese ways of thinking an d acting."

1 ibld*. July 18, p. 2*

2lbld* * July 19, p. 4*

3lbid., May 21, p. 1*
4

From a MS prepared by JYK, p* 7.
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Individuals were affected in varying degrees# Some, wh ile  

complying outwardly,/fwya^ wlSiCWglftMSf»fwrtirUL; some embraced this  

attitude with stern earnestness; in some it grew to  fanaticism#  

Outward expression of this attitude manifested itse lf on many  

minor occasions# Nisei social dances were broken up by kibei  

demonstrations* Attending American movies was frown ed upon.

If any person were courageous or rash enough to speak  favorably  

of a custom or ideal considered American, he would ine vitably  

Invite criticism and perhaps physical violence# Thre e men made  

the following interesting revelations of their conscio usness  

of this psychological change in themselves#

A younger Americanized lssel said:

"Previous to segregation I felt like an American and a cted  
like an American# After segregation 1 could not help myself#
In everything, I began to think and act like a Japanes e# I  
was working on Internal Security then and had alway s gotten  
along with the Caucasians# But my mind was just turn ed around*  
The Administration just couldn't understand me and lost confi�
dence in me#*!

A Young kibei said:

nI was educated in Japan but was in the U. S# Army a t the  
outbreak of the war# I was dismissed and am glad# I know I'm  
going to have a tough time in Japan because I have s o many  
democratic ideas# But I expect it and am will lng to  take it*
I know that the Japanese government is going to watch me  and  
the other nisei, perhaps for years, but they have t o do that.
The nisei who return to Japan are still going to hold Ameri can
ideas and must be watched."2

Another kibeis

"But if I'm going to be a Japanese I'm going to be p ure  
Japanese and not American at all. I didn't used to be like this.  
But now I just see this camp from the Japanese point  of view
only. As a Japanese, I got to do it this way."®

*R. Hankey, Notes. May 23,  

2ibld.. May 28, p. 5*  

aibid.. May 18, p. 3.

p. 6.
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Undoubtedly the non-realization of this Utopian dre am was  

the chief motivating factor in the sociological explos ion of  

late October and November of 1943# There were other very  

Important resentments, but the disappointment when the true  

state of affairs at Tule Lake became known was the most bit ter•  

This point will be encountered again, heading the list o f the  

pressure group's demands to Mr. Best.

it should not be imagined that this sentiment was un -  

may not even have been a majority opinion.

However, it was the most vigorous, most deeply felt an d,  

emotionally, the most significant of the complex of attitudes  

which contributed to the support cf the pressure gr oup.

THE PROCESS OF DISILLUSIONMENT

The first contributary causes to resentment met at Tu le  

Lake by the transferees were not closely connected wi th the  

attitude described in the preceding section. The si ght of  

the camp, surrounded by barbed wire fences and watch towe rs,  

the finger printing process, the atmosphere of mistr ust and the  

Implication that the segregees were potential crimina ls were  

resented to some degree. The omnipresent dirt and dust of  

Tule Lake were depressing, ^reparations for housing were in�

complete and caused much inconvenience. Some indivi duals were

dismayed by the Administration's policy or necessity  of scat-
|

tering the transferees throughout the camp, since they fo und  

themselves far removed from any friends or acquaint ances.

The fences

As preparation for a camp of avowedly "disloyal'1 individu als,  

Tule Lake camp had been surroundsd by "man-proof" f ence 7 feet
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high and topped with three strands of barbed wire. Wat chtowers  

had been hurriedly constructed at regular intervals a round this  

fence* ¿he presence of this fence was and continued  to be  

regarded as an insult, a nagging reminder of American p ublic  

opinion, b? most of the segregees. Few, however, hav e expressed  

themselves as fluently or as bitterly as Mr. Ks

"A very repulsive sight greeted us as we approached T ule  
Lake* It was the sight of numerous watch towers lining t he 
perimeter of the camp* X felt as if we were a bunch of real  
criminals about to be impounded. . . .  .1 felt sure oth ers  
must have felt the same since X have heard them cursing a nd  
swearing vengeance*

**My feelings were further aggravated as we neared the camp,  
though I have read about the high fences being erected, whi le  
at Leupp, my imagination seemed to have failed in its proper  
conception because the fences in reality are much hi gh and  
more cruel, both in construction and appearance. I did  not  
believe they were built so high and with meshed wires  similar  
to those used at San Diego &oo. Why even the gorillas with  
tremendous strength were caged in like a bunch of w ild animals  
made me feel terribly irritated* Unconsciously I to o have  
sworn to avenge this injustice some day.

"Topping everything which tends to rouse the ire of  the  
internees are the search lights beaming throughout the  camp,  
watching us through the wee hours of the night as if we wer e 
incorrigible murderers. Have we not been the most la w-abiding  
people in the past? Why must we now be subjected to such  
humiliation . n l

Resentment over Housing

Additional irritating factors, were the confusion a nd  

crowding in the distribution of housing, the omnipre sent dirt,  

caused not only by Tule Lake*s frequent dust storms  but by the  

fact that many of the barracks assigned had been Inadeq uately  

cleaned or had not been cleaned at all. Moreover, hous ing  

accommodations were in most cases more crowded than  in the  

centers from which the segregate had come. Many recreati on

■ Vs, p. 1.
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halls wore turned into barracks to house young unmar ried men*

The conviction developed that this ill treatment was  being  

meted out to the people because they were "disloyal1 ** A  

reliable Caucasian informant who assisted in the Hou sing  

Division at this time states that it was a madhouse* For mer  

Tuleans who had loft camp had sold their barrack im provements,  

shelves, built in cupboards and the like to evacuee s remaining  

In Tule* The buyers moved into these apartments without  

notifying the Housing Department. When segregees arri ved,  

they not Infrequently found the barrack room assign ed to them  

already occupied* Some of these stranded families Ignore d 

the housing Department, found suitable unlocked qua rters and  

moved 111* This haphazard moving added to the burde ns of the  

already overtaxed Housing Department. Most of the barr acks  

were very dirty; some were filthy. One family found their  

assigned quarters so uninhabitable that they would not even  

put down their suitcases but slept the nigh In the block mana�

ger ?s office. The next morning the father came to the Ho using  

Department and said he must have different quarters . He  

was told he must take the room assigned to him. This he refused  

to do and insisted that Mr. Huycke, who was then head  of Housing,  

examine his apartment. After much argument, Mr. Huy cke gave in.  

He found that the apartment in question had been used as distil�

lery and that the fig mesh had spilled over the ent ire apart�

ment, creating a dreadful stench. A  disinfecting an d cleaning  

crew worked three days to render the room fit for habi tation.

1
R. Hankey, Notes. April, pp. 36, 37.
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One nisei fr o m  Gila described his first impression of  

Tule lake as follows?

When I came from Gila I just stood lere like a dumbell.  
Everything was dirty $ the barracks were dirty ;  the showers  
were dirty, the mess halls were dirty* When I first came  here  
that s the way I felt. I think the old Tule ana were used  to  
this mess. ¿hat’s the main key point in the cause of t he 
trouble. "X

A nisei girl from Topaz said:

•The thing that struck us was, X think, the first appea�
rance of the camp. The comparison with Topaz was very poor.  
The latrines, the mess and the apartments were so poo r in  
condition and so different *

A nisei girl from Gila who later worked against the p ressure  

group, said:

*Tou know how it was on the train. After being so tired,  
to come to this dirty camp which was so dark and dusty a nd  
windy* The Housing didn’t want us to be what they cal l a  
homogeneous group. So they scattered us all over. We did n’t  
have a single friend in our whole block. We resente d the  
Housing Department. Then, in the latter part of Octo ber they  
broke the Housing Department’s windows. They didn’t  find the  
guilty ones at that time. I think that was the spark of  the  
whole Incident (breaking the windows).

housing was the worst. We came into rooms with  
half the plaster board stolen; there was even nothing to  
light a stove with. We had to take it or leave it.5^

A kibei man about thirty years old who came from Gila sai d:

felt this was really a sad smokey place.”

His wife added, ”1 said, ’What a dump!" On another

occasion she stated,

# "For a few months or so you can be crowded. But when  y o u  
don t know when youjg’re leaving, i t ’s very hard."4 ----- *—

Another young kibei girl from Gila said:

ibid.. p. 20.

. July 18, p. 1.

Sibid.. J\ay 19, p. 4.  

ibid.. Aug, 8, p. 4; March, p. 5.
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" One thing, when I came here I almost cried, was that all  
of our friends were separated from us. We said, vLeft's move l  
That was important with me. I almost cried when I c ame here  
and saw it.

“The few people who came here later (In February and May)  
were not so bad off. They were put together more or less in  
one pi ace.

A young kibei woman from Jerome, an active member of a  

pressure group wrote in a letter to the writer:

“Then also, the poor facilities for housing, poor foods,  
employments unfair to newcomers, as compared to the  previous  
camps we have come from, were all brought up to our attention  
and dissatisfaction arouse.“2

Mr. K, who came into camp in December wrote:

“While in Leupp, I have heard from various sources that  
Tule Lake is a very dirty camp. Upon my arrival though I  was  
prepared to see dirt, I was very much shocked to fi nd it  
dirtier than I had really anticipated. I wondered wha t sort  
of people had lived here, or what sort of an Administrator was 
responsible for the health of the residents. . . .Day  in day  
out, living in filth must have created disgust to suc h an  
extent that it finally became one of the contributing factors  
of the trouble .

Equally disgusting to the newcomers were the extrem ely  

dirty, over-used latrinal facilities. The writer can vou ch for  

this from personal observation. The latrines of Tule Lake a ie  

far below the standard of those in Gila in cleanliness . The  

equipment is worn out and inferior; some of the toil ets do  

not flush; fixtures are dingy or dirty; obscenities ar e 

scrawled on the walls.

Almost as irritating as the dirt and the unsatisfacto ry  

housing was the quality of the food, which most transferees  

considered definitely inferior to that of the Reloc ation Centers.

^ ibid., July 30, p. 5.  

2ibid., July 18, p.

. p . 5.

2 �
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If every comment made on the bad food at Tule Lake had been  

written down, It would comprise a separate paper« One Infor�

mant remarked months later when the food had greatly  Improved,

*If then food had been as It Is now, It (the warehouse Inciden t)  

could never have happened*

*We never get fresh vegetables« A week and a half ago  
they started coming in, but they didn’t have any for l j- or 2  
months« All we had was potatoes or beets« fife ' re  getting  
some lettuce now. Why couldnft we get it when the canteen  
was selling it?*^

While Mr« £. did not arrive in Tule until December, hi s  

reaction to the food at that time, which he expressed mo st  

emphatically, was no doubt shared to a large extent,  by many  

of the transferees who arrived two months earlier:

Upon my arrival here I have noticed one thing in parti�
cular that justified the Japanese to revolt« That Is the food  
was terribly poor« I positively believe the food per  person  
per day couldn’t have gone over 20 cents which Is less th an  
half of what the Government really allows«

Much criticism was heard throughout the country that the  
Japanese are being well fed especially after the in vestigation  
conducted by the lAes Committee« What lies the Dies Com mittee  
could so boldly print. If they would only come and l ive with  
us; eat with us; and sleep with us for just a month inst ead  
of two years as we already have and report the truths as they  
really exist, I ’ll praise them for their fortitude*

Regardless of what the Dies Committee has said, the fo od  
was bad and is bad today* Though it improved a littl e, the  
difference Is so small, it still must be hovering around 20^  
a day. Why we haven’t had an egg for over two weeks now*

Pood is one of the greatest contributing factors that  
determines the harmony of the camp« it affects the sto mach of  
every man, woman, and child* The quality of the food can be  
judged at times by the mood of the people« Grumbling an d cursing,  
animated criticism of this government is freely voice d*

To my judgment the food lacks the essential element s  
that gives us strength and energy* Many boys are ta king

*Motes» May 15, p. 4*
p

Notes, Mar«, p« 14*
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vitamins to keep their bodies from going to pieces.  My eyes  
went bad on me since evacuation due to lack of proper food . I  
am not able today to do one fourth of the work I used to do  
before the war. Should I choose to do any manual work, my  
entire body starts to tremble and if I should persist,  dizzi�
ness and fainting sensations overwhelm me. Though I l ook strong  
and vigorous, I could not in reality do the work that  is required  
of me now.

further enumerating on food as one of the greatest co n�
tributing factors of revolt. Is it not obvious when th ousands  
upon thousands of men, women and children, the majo rity of  
whom are not working and therefore have no appetite  that  
relishes anything will naturally find fault with foo d? When  
the appetite is good after a good day1s work, the foo d may be  
gobbled down to satisfy the hungry stomach, but when the  
appetite is bad, the best food is subject to criticism .

Many at time I*ve looked for meat in the plate and If I  
am gratified with more than two tiny pieces 1 conside r myself  
lucky. The plate of stew Is just a plate of carrots and  
potatoes flavored with bits of meat. Be It roast pork, if we  
get more than two slices of one mouthful each, it looks  as if  
the cook had made a mistake. The rest Is dressing and g ravy  
which we use to finish a bowl of rice. Pish is of th e poorest  
quality. Herring which is used for fertilizer Is now be ing  
supplied to us. With such food with no varieties, I ca nnot  
blame the rioters when they demanded better food on  Movember 1,  
1943.1

Along with this resentment over poor food a convict ion  

developed that at least part of this condition was due t o 

graft on the part of Caucasian and Japanese members  of the  

Mess Division. This conviction was shared by the old er Inhabi�

tants of Tule Lake. Rumors of project meat being sh ipped into  

Klamath Palls and sold on the black market were curr ent not  

only among the evacuees but among members of the Appoin ted  

Personnel. It was also rumored that large food bills  were  

run up in nearby towns by members of the mess divisio n and  

that those merchants who furnished an additional bri be were  

the first to have their bills met. This condition Is su pposed  

to have been investigated by the P. B. I. What was actually

1»s, PP. 4, 5.
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going on will probably never be known. A H  that is ce rtain 3s  

that the food was very bad and that Mr. Peck, the Chief Stew ard,  

resigned mysteriously, some time after the supposed in vestiga�

tion took place.

This belief in graft affected the evacuees profound ly*

It»s force is reflected only mildly in the following  statements.  

"I* a nisei from Gila, referring to the suspicion of gra ft by  

the Caucasian said?

drafting started the whole works.

K., referring to grafting by Japanese, said;

"Undue accusation of persons stealing and of grafts go es  
on without respect of the person under fire. Thus creat ing  
suspicion in the eyes of the people without proofs.

"Recently proofs were uncovered and the suspects we re  
arrested (these were Japanese arrested for stealing rice) ,
I personally hope they will be given the severest pu nishment  
if found guilt."2

The accumulation of evidence to prove the existence  of  

graft on the part of the Caucasian personnel soon be came one  

of the most Important of the self-imposed tasks of the p ressure  

group which was organized. It was considered one of t he most  

potent weapons against the Administration.

This sentiment over inferior living conditions was sum�

marized by a well educated issei, an ex-Santa Pe internee  from  

Manzanar• This is an almost universal camp sentimen ts

"The starting of such an action (the rise of the pre ssure  
group and the trouble which resulted) is the responsib ility of  
the Administration Itself. If the Administration had tak en  
consideration of the comfort of the people as a whole, I don’t  
think they could ever have had any action as that whi ch came  
from the miserable colony."

R* hankey, Motes, February, p. 14.  
������ ��� ��
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This gentleman, a graduate of Stanford also stated that he  

was of the opinion that the segregees had been sacri ficed to  

WRA policy by being branded as dangerous and confined  within  

a special camp so that WRa ’ s  desire to speed relocation might  

be facilitated. This opinion has been expressed sever al times  

by segregees, but only by those of a high educationa l level.

“ First there was segregation, a mistake. Then military  
registration which was illogical. Then, to push the relocation  
program, the answers made at military registration were  used  
to segregate a group which never could have been segr egated.
This created a problem for WRA which they had not or iginally  
anticipated. Those who came into Tule Lake as segre gees had  
been treated with greater severity than in their re location  
centers•

Of minor though by no means insignificant Importance was  

the insufficiency of work and recreation. The work &  ortage  

gave rise to the additional resentment, that all the goo d Jobs,

"the key positions” were held by the old residents of Tule.

To some extent this criticism was

A young man, a nisei from Gila saids

"When X got here I got a job. I didn’t feel bad at a ll.
People who didn’t get jobs felt awfully bad.”2

K. saids

"No work is created to relieve the loathsome hours; no  
recreations are sponsored to divert the minds of the  residents. • • •  
So far I have not seen any type of recreation sponsored for the  
adults, to divert their unpleasant minds, if there is  enough  
work in this camp to keep the adults well occupied, recr eation  
may not be necessary but when work is so scarce as it is here,  
recreation will play a great part in keeping the pe ople satis�
fied. But neither work nor recreation are being sponsore d to  
relieve the dissatisfied from concocting mischief. S even days  
a week, 30 days a month, day in and day out without a th ing to  
do, topped with lack of funds to keep oneself satis fied with  
wants really does get a man. This is another source of  troubh ^

*R. Hankey, Notes. May 21, pp* 2, 4.  

*R. Hankey, Notes. Mar,, p, 13.

3MS., pp. 5-6.
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Another resentment which had a long pre-segregation history  

in Tule Lake sprang from the actions and attitude o f the Chief  

Medical Officer , Dr, Pedicord. He had acquired an unpre cl d ented  

degree of unpopularity with the Japanese before seg regation  

took place. A petition signed by 7,500 evacuees requested his  

removal in June, 1943* Reasons for his unpopularity were set  

forth in detail by Marvin Opler, the Community Analyst, in a  

report dated July 6, 19 43. In the petition his attitudes toward  

evacuees, both staff members and patients, is calle d unsympa�

thetic and dictatorial. He Is accused of addressing t he 

evacuees as ttJaps,H not obtaining necessary medical  equipment,  

placing economy above service, and forcing evacuee doctor s to  

relocate by his dictatorial attitude. Some < £  the unconfirmed  

accusations made by Informants in November Include?  That  

Pedicord had anti-Japanese views, that he was incomp etent and  

negligent of his duties, that he refused to grant permis sion  

for transfusions to two or three patients who later died,  3-  

that he did not order sufficient medicine for hospita l equip�

ment, that he hired Caucasian quacks one of whom cause d a child  

to be stillborn by giving the mother too much serum, that he  

cut the hospital staff so severely that it could not  run  

efficiently, that he made the Caucasian nurses secti on heads  

and permitted them to give orders to the evacuee doctors  (even  

though one evacuee doctor had a license to practice In  Califor�

nia) , that he cut down the allowance of baby food althoug h  

their was an adequate supply In the warehouse. Because  of

^Report, Deo., 2 4, p. 21.
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hiring "quacks* he is also blamed for the death of a severe ly  

burned evacuee child who is said to have been left wit hout  

treatiasnt from 11:00 p*m* to 7:00 a.m. when it was fin ally  

treated by a Japanese doctor coming on duty***- The transferees  

took over this older resentment with remarkable speed« D r.  

Pe&icord* s removal became one of the planks in the progr am of  

the pressure group*

While most of the informants quoted in the preceding  

analysis belong to that section of the population which sincerely  

desired to return to Japan, the writer noted that those,  who  

later changed their minds and asked to relocate were Just  as  

vociferous in their complaints over ill treatment at Tule Lak e*  

There was one exception, however« Those who had decid ed to  

get out of Tule Lake by the middle of 1944, had never been  

strong advocators of *a camp where we can all act like Japanese  

and prepare for life in Japan«* Instead, they had talked of  

"bring treated like human beings and having as good a time as  

we can while w e ’re waiting here«" It should be kept in mind,  

therefore, that those who had found a comparatively  safe and  

permanent place to stay until the end of the war shar ed many  

of the resentments of the sincere repatriates. Since t he 

possibility of exchange was exceedingly remote, they realized  

that they might be forced to live at Tule Lake for an Indefinite  

number of years. Prom Tule Lake and its living conditi ons,  

whether good or bad, there was no escape. There was no  possi�

bility of removal by relocation. Conditions had to be endured  

or changed*

^ ibid.. p. 17*
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DISILLUSI ONMENT OF THE IDEALISTS - GR OWTH OF HOSTILITY T OWARD OLD 

TULE LAKE P OPULATI ON

Those of the transferees who had hoped to establish and  

become part of a genuine segregation Center soon we re bitterly-  

disappointed. The old population of Tule Lake did n ot respond  

at all to the crusading spirit of the new-comer3. To beg in  

with, almost one-fifth of the population of old Tul e Lake  

refused to answer the questionnaire at the time of r egistration.  

According to a statistical survey made December 3, 19 43 there  

were still 1128 unauthorized residents^ There is evidence that  

these persons, who had managed to convince the WRA hearing  com�

mittees that they were "disloyal* to the United State s, did  

not at first attempt to conceal their practical mot ives for  

remaining in Tule Lake from the transferees. But when they  

remarked to the new-comers that they had stayed In Tule to  

await the end of the war before deciding where they wis hed to  

live or to get out of the draft they were met with amazement  

which quickly developed into hostility. The number of  old  

Tule an s who actually were unde elded as to loyalty or were nei�

ther No-No, repatriate or expatriate was greatly ex aggerated  

by the transferees. Some transferees conceived and spread the  

idea that the old Tuleans were spineless, that they were willing  

to take anything from the Administration, that on the whole,  

they did not wish to return to Japan. Certain transfe rees  

decided that WRA had perpetrated a deceitful trick, put ting  

them down in a center purported to b e for segregees only and  

actually populated by a large number of "Yes-Yes” p eople, still  

"loyal to the United States." Gone was the dream that there
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would be no more conflict of opinion on "loyalty” n o more  

fence-sitters, no more lnu.

Many of the transferees and a still larger part of the  old  

Tula an population were not affected in this manner a nd kept  

to the opinion that after all, everybody in Tule Lake should  

be treated as if they really wished to return to Japa n, But  

certain minorities, particularly among the transferees  from  

Jerome and Topaz, felt that the situation could not be  tolerated.  

How this sentiment affected the development of the pr essure  

group and the demands made to the Administration wil l be dis�

cussed in its proper place.

The following verbatim statements made by transfere es from  

Gila, Jerome, Topaz and Manzanar throw some light on th e psycho�

logical effect of the discovery that many of the ol d Tuleans  

did not think as they did.

Prom a klbei woman, an active ’’agitator” from Jerom es

"When we learned the facts of failure on the part of tl®
WRA to carry out this as a segregation center, that many a  
loyal ones still remained here in large numbers and ma ny uncer�
tain in status: the No-Yes, the Yes-No, the non-registr ants,  
this, the dump, certainly was no place for us. . . .

”To make this center liveable as possible as we have bee n  
priviliged in other center, to ascertain a certain st atus as  
a repatriate and expatriate not to be d©aled alike with  the  
other uncertain element. It was the feeling and the opinion  
of the segregees to form a central committee to carr y out these  
above-mentioned facts for the benefits of our own a nd felt it  
most necessary to ascertain a certain status as we pr evious  
had expected. . . .

"What the former Tuleans or the uncertain ones though t  
at this time X have no idea, but the segregees were all for i t,

A young nisei girl from Topaz, too young to take any  

part in political activity gave her reaction as fol lows. Her

^K. Eankey, Notes. July 18, 19 44, pp. <5— O  •
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remarks on the Co-op are particularly noteworthy, since  they  

were shared by many transferees.

* Another thing that struck ms was the great number  of Yes-Yes  
people and people who hadn't registered who were he re. We had  
expected just one group and had expected to run this cam p as  
we wanted to. W© had high hopes of that. . .

"We noticed the people here were so easy going and let  
everything up to the administration, and didn't both er to put  
in their viewpoints or anything.

"Especially about the Co-op. It was so different fro m 
the other Co-ops. We were shocked to see all the vegeta bles,  
potatoes and luxuries like cosmetics and desserts, because at  
Topaz we just had simple cupcakes and one kind of cooky and  
things like that. We didn't have varieties there and yet that  
was adequate for us there.

"At first it was so new to us and so long since we had  
gone to a store that we were glad* But as time went on we  
noticed that it wasn't so good. That was one way of wa sting  
our money as well as giving the government an opport unity of  
not feeding us."1

A young kibei girl from Gila said:

"There were seme families here - old Tuleans - who sai d,
'We haven't decided whether we're going back to Jap an yet.
Cur boys just refused to register.' I told my paren ts, 'Gee,  
they just stayed here. They didn't want to go out,* I  don’t  
have much respect for them. ^

A young nisei girl from Gila, definitely not a supporter  

of the pressure group, said;

"At the relocation camp there jfwere  so many that were  
loyal to America. We felt people with the same kind of mind  
would be aseembled here, but we found 5,000 Yes-Yes h ere.
They (the transferees) thought thet^should be kicke d out."d

A young nisei man from _________ , who became involved in

the pressure group after it was established stated;

"That's a very important point. I think about 7,000  
people were left here * Among those people there is  quite a  
number who have no intention of going to Japan. Pos slbley  
half of them should go out of camp." 4

xibid.5 July 18, P * 1 *
2ibid,, July 19, P« 3.
»ibid.. p. 4, 1

¿ibid., July 30, Pm 4.



An older nisei from Manzanar, who, although he did n ot  

arrive in camp until February, admitted that he had come to  

the conclusion that this attitude was very importan t;

nBy gathering the news from tbs people, I think it amounts  
to this* X presume the people who came here as segregees f rom  
various centers were very much surprised to see the large amount  
of people of different status remaining in camp. You h ave to  
take into consideration the feeling of the segregees.nI

K#, an internee from Leupp, who also did not arrive in

camp until after the outbreak of trouble, wrote suc h a detailed,  

honest account of his first reaction to the presence of the  

loyal group that it should be included here :

"Let us not forget the political side of the question#
We who were segregated as unioyal must be considered heart and  
soul Japanese and for Japan. Yet amongst us the WRA has  per�
mitted the loyal group to remain. For what purpose we do not  
know unless their residence is permitted in order to em ploy  
them as spies. This is one of the sore spots requiring Immediate  
attention#

"The greater majority of these so-called loyals are not  
truly patriotic# They1 ve declared themselves loyal because cf  
personal reasons; the greatest of which is to avoid t he 
conscription into the Japanese Military Forces in the event  
when exchange of prisoners of war is speedily carried out.
But should they remain in the 0# 3# by swearing all egiance,  
they would escape that fear of being conscripted since  this  
government then was deferring all Japanese nationals  to 4G and  
4F# So they did and considered themselves wise and sa fe,  
laughing at those who hastily renounced their loyalty  to the  
country of their brith#* • • •

" This N O-YES-NO group is doubly despised by the true  
adherents to Japan and to their Emperor*. They are neither  
Americans nor Japanese# They are men without a count ry.

"Now to further crowd this camp with such opportuni sts  
of N O-YES-NO. would create trouble. Therefore their admit�
tance here will be greatly deplored. We do not want  them#
Those amongst us now ought to be thrown into a camp of their  
own• , • • #

“Is it not palpable the Administration....is making a 
critical mistake of grouping people of contra-polit ical belief s

^ i b l d # ,  p #  8 .
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here at *ule Lake- 'fh© demand to remove the loyal s out of  
this camp has only been partially met. I hope for th e good  
of all concerned, farther augmentation of the loyals with the  
No-Yes-No group from various camps will not be perm itted  
under any circumstances. We do not care to mingle with the  
de ge ne rate s .

A discussion and analysis of the primary attitudes of the  

old Tuleans and their reaction to the arrival of the tra nsferees  

will be placed here* Data is now being gathered.

fihe unelaborated factors listed above, to which many less  

important attitudes could be added if data were more abundant,  

laid the foundation for the sociological explosion of late  

October and November, the rapid mounting of fury en gendered  

when accidental events added profound emotional rese ntments  

to this already impressive accumulation, strained self- control  

past endured ce •

For this manifestation, the Administration was unprepared.  

In fact, the National jW.roctor of WRA believed that ‘fule Lake

o
would be the most peaceful of the centers. Moreover, th e 

Administration was still endeavoring to settle the most press�

ing preliminary problems of organization, necessitated by this  

vast and hurried influx of groups from many centers when It  

was overwhelmed by the phenomenally rapid rise of a pressure  

group within the camp. The farm strike occurred 3e ss than three  

weeks after the beginning of the Influx of segregees.

_____  . .

1JXK, aS., pp. 7-9.

î'incl and quote, If possible, D$ Myer ’s statement.



J An attempt was made Toy Dr* Upler and a few other members  

or the Appointed Personnel to set up a body of staff members,  

the Advisory Council to assist in the initiation of some kind  

of colony organization*

“Before the accident we were dickering with Best on  
colony organization**3-

Nothing concrete was accomplished and this contemplat ed  

body was swept away by the impact of independent or ganization  

from within the colony* It was re-established, howe ver, a  

month after the proclamation of Martial Law and was l ater to  

play an important part in the organization and establishme nt  

of a group of Japanese, who attempted to bring the camp back  

to what was termed “normalcy® and cooperate with the  Administra�

tion*

THE THREATS MSP COAL STHIffE

(Sometime, in this period a coal strike was threaten ed,  

supposed to have been stimulated chiefly by the Top az faction*

It was resolved successfully* Opler had never given details,  

but I will get them eventually* Takahashi, later Lalhyo Sha 

Kai member and Important Topaz leader, is reputed to h ave played  

an important part*)

3-Note Mar*, p. 59


