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Regional Files, Wathizigton D. C. *002 g 2*0
Miyamoto

Memo from Lt. Col. Oresa for Col. Bendetsen
Aprill13,1943

Subject: Military Intelligence Officers of WEG. Projects.

It occurs to me that perhaps one oflleer of the Military Police Organteation
guarding each relocation site miglit &ct as project Intelligence Officer. TMs
Officer, of course , would in the same relation to theprojept dNhii riti«a
as the Military police Organization to whicn he is assigned. He would cooper-
ate with lout not *e subject to orders of the 1HA, project personnel*

I "believe some such plan will be necessary at the Parker Project in
view of the limited time available for arrangements. However 1 feel that
the Intelligence Officer on al-projects within the Pacific Coast Theater of
Operation# should come from the krmy. This will permit continuity of policies
of VCC and It will also all ow the closest coordination in the execution
of military ~ollicies effecting these evacxiees. Since the responsibility of the
Military Comm&nder is continuous, | believe his own personnel should be
utilized to furnish early information of any activities inimical to the war
effort. Finally, I "believe that the performance of tlie Military Police as ex-
terior guards will 'te facilitated *y efficient Intelligence activities within
the project.

Please let me llave your reaction to this proposal as soon as practicable.
If we are to do this, the subject undoubtedly will h&ve to be taken up with
Headquarters of Western Defense Command and Fourth ArB re and in addition the
Provost Marshal General should probably 'te consulted*



Regional Piles Wash. D.Ci *002

Miyamoto
Memo from Lt. to
Aprill4,1942 1 i
1 With reference to your memorandum concerning military intelligence

offlcers at WA projects (attached), General DeWitt has defined a policy
wherein no military agencies will operate in any respect within the confines
of reception centers.

2. Our policy is tkt the policing of tne interior security of the center
is the responsibility of the camp management. In tnis connection, we have hired,
police officers and at a propitious time expect to request the F.B.l. to per-
form a snakedown inspection of tke whoift center.

3* The only conditions uuder which General DeWitt will permit tne
military to operate within a center iIs in the case of the military police hav-
ing to enter to quell a riot or in some otlier emergency.



Begiooal Files 514 Wash* DC
Miyamoto

Memo from B.Y. Head, Colonel, A.G.D* to Conmanding Generals
May 28t 1942

1 . Prior instructions on the subject of fuuctions of military police
uolts at the assembly centers and relocation centers for Japanese evacuees are
rescinded and the following instructions are substitiored. therefor:

a« Purpose of th™ evacuation center. The evacuation center has I>een
established for the purpose of caring for Japanese who have teen moved from
certain military areas* They have been moved from their homes and placed in
canps uuder guard as a matter of military necessity* The caa”™s are not '‘con?-
C8ntration cantps” and the use of this term is considered oMNjectiooable* Bvaciaa-
tion centers not izUernment camps* Internment camps are
establis ed foranother purpose and are not related to the evacuation program*

b# Operation of the evacmUoq(c e n t The center is operated by civilian
maxiagement uuder the Wartime Civilian Control Administration, Headquarters
Western Defense Command and Fourth Army* A yivllian director is in charge of each
center. Civilian police available willlse on duty to maintain order within the
camp. The civilian police are responsible for thesearcb. of individoai evacuees
and their possessions for contral>azid« The civilian police are responsible for
the escort of visiotrs and evacuees throughout the camp* The camp director i»
responsible for all means of conmouication irithin the csi]>

c , (1) lections of Military Police at evacuation centerse¢ the military
police are assigned to the center for the purpose of preventing ingress or egress
of unauthorized persons and preventing evacuees from leaving the center without
proper authority* le asseinbly centers in the cooibat area are generally located
in grouuds surrounded by fences clearly defining the 1444 limits for the evacuees*
In such places the perimeter of the camp willl>e goarded. to prevent uxialithorized
departure of eva.cu.ee3. The relocation centers are georally large areas of which
the evaimee (fxgrters form only a part of the center* Those centers may laaye
no fences and the boundaries may only be marked lsy signs* At such centers the”
military police will control the roads leading into tne center and may have
sentry towers placed to observe the evacuee barr&dks. The Isalance of the area
may be covered by motor patrols. Tiie camp director will determine
those persons authorized to center the av«a and will transmit his instructions to
the commanding officer of the military police* The caiq) director is authorl*ed
to issue permits to such evacuees as may be allowed to leave the center*

In case of disorder, such as fire or riot, the canap director or
interior police are authorized, to call upon themiliteury police for assitance
within the ca>* VKkien the military police are called into the camp area on such
occasions the conmander of themilitary police will assume full charge \mtil the
emergency endse The question of the disposition of uxuaan&geabXe evacuees iIs not
& responBilaility of the military police,

(3 The commanding officer of themili&ary police is responsible for the
black-out of the evacuation center* A switch will be located, to permit the
prompt cut-off by the militaiy police of all electric current In the camp. He
will notify the camp direc<>Ar of his instructions relative to "blalc-outs.



(4) The commanding officer ol the military police is responsible for the
protection of merchandise at the post exchanges furnished for the use of the
military personnel.

¢5) Enlisted men will be permitted within the areas occupied by the
evacuees onlr when in the performance of prescilbed dutiese

(6) AIll military persozmel will be impressed #ith the imporiiance of the
duties to which their uuit has I>een assigned, the perforioance of whidi demands
the highest standards of duty, department and military appearance.

(?» A firm Yut courteous attituded will *® maintaizied toiiard the evacuees*
There will be no fraternizing. Should an evacuee attempt to leave camp without
permission he will *e halted, arrested and delivered to the camp police.

(8 Commanding officers of military police uuits will be furnished
copies of operating instructions issued to the camp directore They are required
to maintain such close personal contacts with the camp director and his assistants
as will assure tiie efficient and orderly conduct of the caorp, aud theproper
performance of the duties of each.

By command of Lieutenant Genral DeWitt:

Signed B. 7* Read
Colonel, A.6.1),

Adjutant General
DISTRIBUTION
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AprillO« 1942

V: Hoola 427
Whitcomb Uotel ) )
San Francisco™ California

Tot Robert Lasb

Promt John W# Abbott * 4

Subject* Interview with Pt~ Colonel Boek<2.

O Jum@l Bo =X presented the folio Int points#

) Be Is of the opinion that Congreas past a X&w two op three
veeks ago “ich presumbly vould exmpt all those aliens owes?
50* who have been la thm U* S# since 1924* Such cSaaslfleatlon
would still 1tve them aliens|to]it aot aliens, and would
msLmapt Italians and Germans 1n this eategory# He would llka
fiirthep information with resp«ct to this bill* Vi -

Concerning th© note sent bj the Congr*aam&n In regard to
telegram reeelv™i tfj Mr* foleai from an attorney named Harvey,
Mt Boekel a&ld he Imd oonferred with Barr” and that thO attoi*ney
was now satiafied that his clients were on the same footing a» ,

ae_he indie tad is hia tel pm (@a ag under ae”tion SiO of
the Hfittlonallty Aet)*

(e} 1 told Oolonel Bo I had 3pokeo imn Oolonel B«nd6tsen on tho
question of etatoXeas people,, Austyiana and o-thers* He agreed that
elar*ifleatioii on the states of these peopl# was wfy amch needed*

K© hoped we would continue efforts alcmg this 11m*

(2 The Colondl Imd expected to hai* OIth"F by letter gt wii*e fyom
Mr# Thomas” he aald# had promised to keep in touch with ~ n
dwelopaents In Washington* |1 would siiggest that it might bo well
tor Lmx to write Colonel Boekel*

a'_ek point e shonid try to dijieuss with isesiho ep is _th problem
1”"Xloatlon of effort ~iihc will ensue it a cooawllnation is not had
oot Ga PocOpti011 center division of thO Arsons GivJdJLian
Affairs Branch and Mr* Sisenhower”™ Wap HeXooatlon Authority. 1 got
the Impression In an Intex>vi@« with H* C* Bichol»on# Regional

PA Dirfesgor* now serving as head of the alien peeeption center under
the Army% dipootlon, that his work mxd Eisenhowerla are beaded for
over?iiapping 1T th©O matter It not str&ightened out soon* Incidentally*



to# oginion Dp rs to gaining 0 thi&t of = g kiM

mvmt b« aet uIE)I soon to avoid a aex»loila lowering of moral in the oanter#
#*tat>Xifthod thui far™ at Harifan&r and at Santa Anitia* Istim ted

S|IOOO «r«pi aad# ard apparently ixi th™a# two placed and thus far

Y

x'timlly no work hai provide* thl& Is no on*& fault in pa”ticmlax
X hop® m oan g«t a dhftne#
to tAXk lo li#efibower al™out %he situation* the pitajects und#dp
0011 =XRtilcm b Mar*H 6110aQzi &n» vegetable u 6 Pttotospy

and mhome for v~At™ana c<mvmi#9 ing fx*om th# ausn”ent war*



Regional Piles, 710, Wash , D. C.
Miyamoto

TT from Karl R . Bendetsen to Governor Maw, Herbert B.
April, 1942

This is in Ffurther reply to your letter of Aprill3,1942,
which arrivea during my absence in Washington.

With specific regard to the points set forth in your letter”®
the following comments are made.

1* As clearly outline to you in my original presentation
at Salt Lake, the Federal Government has assiimed full responsi-
bility for handling the Japanese problem. There 1is now no ques-
tion with regard to this nor was there any at the time of my
appearance 1in Salt Lake.

2. Any mass movement of evacuees under Federal supervision
will be to shelter erected on projects under complete Federal
supervision. As to whether evacuees will be returned to their
former places of residence cannot now be predetermined by ad-
ministrative officials. This is a matter for the Congress to
determine when the time comese

3. There has never been any disagreemen but that evacuees
should be self—suppottin?, iIf possible, and should contribute
to the fullest practicable extent to the war effort.

4. and 5. The evacuation of persons of Japanese ancestry
is being and will be carried forward -under complete Federal-™
supervision. The determination of he services which evacuees
can perform will be made by the Federal government. However,
the advice and assistance of the state arid other qualified sources
will doubtless be soioght by the War Relocation Authority.

. 83 That the_ labor be voluntarily recruited

At prevailing wages

(c) With responsiblity definitelv imposed upon the
state ana | ca governments to maintain order and
prevent direct action

(d In she ter provided by the employer with necessary
minimum standards. And if the labor iIs seasonal,
cost of transportation to and from reception centers
to be "borne by the employer.

7= The use of CCC camps has been exhaustively considered
since the initiation of the program. Their use is not feasible
because of the fact that the" number of guards and the administra-
tive personnel required for a 200 person camp is as great as that
required for a 2,000 person camp. Use of portable GCC carps will
be made wherever it is to the economic advantage of the govern-
ment to take them down and reassemble them together on projects,

8. Comment has been made on this in 2 above. An educational
program is, of course, highly desirable. As far as preventing

the sale of lands to persons of Japanese ancestry is concerned.
it would appear that this is well within the powérs of the stares

to accomplish, for the individual states control the title of the
lands thereine

9. The suggestion that there be some form of registration
is, of course, entirely soimd. During these times it would be
very advantageous to adopt a system of registration of all per-
sons .

10. and 11. Comment has already been made on paragraphs
10 and.11 aoove.

12. Under no condition should evacuee labor be imported or
used in competition with other available labor. I am sure he
war Relocation Authority heartily concurs*



TT from Karl R . Bendetsen to Governor Maw
April,b1942

13. The cooperative attitude of the several states in assisting
the Federal government iIn the solution of mutual problems is

much appreciated. With this cooperation the common objective--
victory— will 'be assurede

Thank you for your letter. The very evident and painstaking
thought you have given this problem is much appreciated.



Regional Piles, 710, Wash., D. C.
Miyamoto

N
TT from J. L. DeWittL to Col. Bendetsen 1B
April 23,1742

Subject -- Copy of letter

The Honorable Sam Ce Ford
Governor of Montana
Helena, Montana

My Dear Governor Ford.

I have your letter of April11,1942, 1in which you comment
at length upon certain phases of Japanese evacuation and refer
to the need of additional labor in the production of sugar beets.

You ha suggested that Montana is not only willing but anxious
to receive evacuees fTor the purpose of fulfilling labor supply
requirements in agricultiira production, provided Federal troops
are furnished iIn order to guarantee the security not only of the
communities concerned, but also of the evacuees.

am well aware of the need fotl the widest distribution of

available manpower in the maintenance of production. However,
present military resources are not such as to permit the use of
Federal troops for the purpose indicated by you. The evacuation
program contemplates accomplishment in an orderly fashion -under
Federal supervision. Evacuees will be transported under appro-
priate military escort from their homes to Assembly Centers and
thence to reception centers on approved sites having resettlement
and relocation opportunities. These sites wi be mder some
mi itary police patrole They wil3. be in all instances designated
as pidiioited zones, the right of ingress and egress being subjected
to absolute military control* However, the supply of military
police will not be sufficient to permit private employment under
the supervision of Federal troops on scattered farms or throughout
an extensive agricultural coramnnity. It is, therefore, impossible
favorable to regard the suggestion contained in your letter.

The responsibility for the maintenance of law and order 1is
primarily that of local and state officials, and i1t is only
where there is a complete breakdown in the ability o discharge
this responsitflity that the Federal Government may enter the
scene = While it is doubtful v~hether many Japanese would volTmtear
for such work, by reason of the wide-spread fear of direct action,
if any Japanese are willing to volunteer for labor in Montana
sugar beet fieldsr permission will be readily granted, pro-
vided official assurances are forthcoming from the chief executive
of the state concerned and from local county officials, that
full responsibility for the maintenance of law and order and the
prevention of direct action iIs encumbent upon them. It must
further appear that such labor will 'te paid prevailing wages,
that is will not be imported to compete with any other available
labor and where the work is of a seasonal nature, that the
cost of transportation from the assembly or reception center
and return is absorbed by the employer. OFf course, the responsi-
bility for providing shelter and the minimura standard of living
conditions 1is also to be discharged by the employer.

IT the conditions named above are fulfilled, 1 will readily
consent to the recruitment of Japanese labor on a voluntary
"pbasis. At present there are no reception center sites -under
consideration In Montana for the reason that no site has been



TT from J. L. DeWitt to ol. Bendetsen
2.

discovered capable of providi ng r*ese taement nd relocation
opportunities foor not less than 5,000 people. Reception centers
must meet this minimum in order that the number of military
police required for patroling is kept at the minirmim. Should

a suitable reception center site be developed iIn Montana, he
conditions imposed upon the recruitment of labor to work in
private employment would remain unchanged*

trust this fully answers the inquiries made iIn your letter.



