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TAIESIYO BOTCA KY IKU Kal (LOS "GELSS)
Pacific Society of He igious Education)

In the translation of Taiheiyo Bunka Kyoiku Kai as "Pacific Society of
Eeligious Education” it is recognized that tixe word, Bunka, with its more
accurate meaning,.nculturalcan '"be and in this instance is, used to convey
the interpretation as ,religiousH. The tolerant acceptance in the United
States of all religions may have had some "bearing on this society*s prefer-
ence in "being known as one of ‘"religious educationl Jt is possible, too,
that an inference 'of lculturall doctrizies might have met with open resentment
whereas such woiiLd "be less likely to happen in the case of im;plied,religiousl
eaucation. However, in no instance has reference "been made to Taiheiyo Bunka
Kyoiku Kails participation in actual Treligious education0, as such. ’

AvailalDle source material does not give the date of its.origin, mention
of contributions or financial program, nor its make-up as .a.membership group
having regular "business meetings, with officers or provisions, for procodura

Its activities clearly earmark it as cultural, with the most predominant
one "being that of sponsoring lectures for the enlightenment for the JaDejiese
residents. Sponsorship of moving picture shows for special occasions was
another of its functions.

Records dated as early as the year 193"» suggest that this society ”“as
embodied solely in the juristic person of the Japanese Christian Minister,
Heverend Dr. Takeshi Ban, promineirb Issei leader, active in iiin-uin'beral3e m-
tionalistic Japanese organizations* This assimption is "based not; only on the
lack of information in regard to its. personnel and financial structure, tut
also on the common address of the society with that of Dr. Ban, his extensive
record of lectures in its name, and his recognition as its factual hee”,
Further indications point toward. Taihei*o Banka Kyoifca Kai as an "Educationrl
l,oundationn,- as indicated in the title, "faxdan Hojin Taiheiyo Banka Kyoi]ruf,
(Juridical Joundation, Pacific Society of "Religious Education), of which he

was the acknowledged president since 1931~ . ,
According to other Federal agencies, Dr. Ban.is -reported to have been a

former officer in the Imperial Japanese during the Husso-Japanese war in
vrhich service he was awarded the fSeventh Order of the Rising Sonl foy out-

1 *»

(over)

32SO0P.ICTED



RES asD

standing "bravery. These records also state that he asked for repatriation to
Japan, It was further suggested that the Pacific Society of Heligious Sduca-
ion was probably operated "by Dr. Ban for personal gain, and that he may have
operated it as a aiind to get Japanese 2liens i.nto the United States through
use of student Visas® m. m . " ]

The lectures' given under-the auspices of Taiheiyo Bunka Kyoiku Kai, were
for the most part delivered "oy Pr. Ban, although there is record, of other in-
terested speakers- participating upon certain occasions. |u some cases, they
traveled to-educational groups in various-cities* A review of the' subjects
covered .in sqme.of these lectures indicates a tendency toward propagandism

niOaat is the Meaning of the Dissolution of the Japanese Die.tll

nThe Problem in Relatians of tjle Iriternatiorial Cultures, and
the Japanese Culturel

a,. Vital problems of peace between the TTnited States and

. * tT.apan- - m
"b* Japane'se language in American schools
c, Japanese rsjce +in itoerica after the second generation
nlFuture of Tai Msei¥ (“Future of Great Hisei)
MTihon., Bushido,>(Japanese M ilitarj Virtue)

In addition to the lecture program sponsored ty Dr, Ban.he was also very ¢

active in'the showing of Japanese moving pictures,l/ His position as -auditor
and regalar ezhilDitor of the Hichitei Kiriema Company, importers of films from
Japan, gave him an advantageous position in securing films for "both diversion
and propaganda purposes. In fact, it is quoted,."Dr. Ban.bragged-, f. his
ability to .olDtain films from the Tourist Bureau without charge”™. It is perti-
nent to note here that of the 15 men who comprised, the Jilin Company,10 were
interne.d# W hile many films which Dr. Ban used were apparently of a purely
innocuous nature, others were definitely suggestive of informative design
this is evident in many of the Japanese News Reels, .Olle of which was shovm in

Seattle, and such pictures as Xnaka Sanurai*CXmperial. Country Soldier).

This particular picture was nhighly;, recoiiroended liy H itlert,f-

[ e e A ..

Taiheijo Buiika K70110l Kai, apparently ail-"Educatipiial.Joundation1, func-
tioned utider the guidance of the Japanese Christirja Minister, prominent Dr.
T7iceshi Brji whose record in Japanese nationalistic groups, and apparent in-
terest in propagandar>spreading material, definxtelj portra®ss his activities
as of questionaole design. The purpose of-this society was to nalce availatilG
to Japanese organizations and residents "both lectures and moving pictures of
educational or m ilitaristic informative content. The latest source on record
of Taiheiyo Bunka Kyoilcu. Kai,. is that of:February dri 1941 mtelling of its
sponsoring a newsreel of the'celebration eof the 2600th' anniversary of tlie
Japanese Empire.

Summary

1/ Only one record gives any indication of an £?jdrnission fee»
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(EOMI-TIE OHailTIZATIONS

# [HURODUCTIOH

;The Japanese "coming <to iimerica tended to settle, in. groups, which used
as their common denominator, the same geograpiiical "background in Japan,
Quite, naturally the larger so-called, colonies or ‘'kittle Tokyosll were
formed on'the basis of ccommon race, Tout within he larger .groups were
smaller 'breaV”ovng which arose "because people from one araa in Japan
sought the connDanionship of other people from the same area. Most common
within this "breakdown were the Kenjin Kai (Prefecture Societies) and the
related Kaigai Kyokai (Overseas associations) which were made up of people
from the same ken (prefecture). even closer Toond of friendship existed
among the people here who had conie from the same tovm or village or city,
ciid it is not surprising that wherever & sufficient Aum"oer, 15 or 20,
gathered, organized societies founded on that relationship sprang up.. In
combination with the alsove mentioned Kenjin Kai and Kaigai ICyokai, and
with -the womenls and. youthls- auxiliary groups, these societies maice up
what were referred to in the Index to Japanese Organizations in the United

States ns t "home-tie” group* The information to. .follow treat-s vrith ell
of these hora”tie organizations with'the exception of Kenjin Kai, Kaigai
Kyokai and Doshi Kai (Same Mind Society), each the subject of separate di-
gests, md the womenls and youthls groups which will be included in other
m aterial, >

Group relations have clwcvys been more iifiportant to the Japanese than

the interests of an indivrdu®a® - In Japan, the family was the accepted
group unit, and for the immigrant Jap/ne e, .these home-tie organizations
were n sort of extended or enlarged family group. Common interests, com-

mon friends Olid relatives,and a common background, together with the feel«
ing that the economic insecurity they were experiencing in a new country
coiilti "be overcome mToy a pooling of resources were the obvious reasons for
organizing. However, " statements by the Japanese themselves in a history
of two of these societies in San Pedro more graphically present these
reasons, and also the purpose or aims mvziiich th6y hoped to achieve by or-
grazing* Quoted in part, they were as follows "The: seme village people
increased around 1720, "but there was- no orgcjiination to. keep contact with

1. —
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these people and no wa“ to solve the roblecis which occured aroiincL there

* ,.the main purpose of this organization was to promote friendships and
economic development among the membershipe” spite of an increasing
nrniDer of people who came from the same village, there was no organiza-

tion to help e”ch other*.4* . .1t is the purpose of this group to keep order
and friendship to promote happiriess among the racm'bers; md.110 encourche
savings, finance and credit the mem'bersliip, 1

mThe groups as a rule were not large, averaging between 25 and'Uo mem-~

bers. Xn the main, they were formed TDetween 1915 1920, "but that de-
pended upon* when the greatest rr*te- of emigration fr&m'th® respective areas
in Japan took' place. Each group differed slightly as to general set-up,

officers arxd membership requirement s* Generally both men- "and women were
eligi'ble; almost always they w"re. Issei; elections -vrere- held once a year
atid the-usnal president, vicerpresidentfes secretary: and treasurer were
chosen. In addition, most groups hsA one or two auditors, and a few had
council members

For the purpose of a closer examination of individual activities,
societies using a common "base name,have "been grouped together and assiamed
as having similar‘activities* The information in our records "bear out
this assumption, as witness the fact that in a comlDined history,' -records
could not I"e found for a particular Son.jiix Kdl.' .The historisinremarked
that it was probable that it had followed, the* form, of the other Sonjin
Kai. In all calises societies using the. sejne base name are distinguished
one from the other "by the addition of the name of the place from v/hich thp
memliers camee for example, GKinjin Kai (Kaho), Kaho "being the name of tiie
fin (county) from which that particular group of Japanese cnme.

SOHJIK KAI

THere were 23 Sonjin Kai of whose activities we have any record As
to the'meaning of Je namej son is trpjislated as village. Japanese fcvrmr-
ers live together in a village or community and do their fanning in the
outlying districts* The word son refers to the community in which they
live, .exclusive'of the area where the farming done* Thus son are vil-
lages in the rurrl sense, wuninfluenced "by a proximity to cities. The
character for ~in means people”® lix comlIDination, the translation of the
name of the organization v;ould "o a Society of People from a Village, or
as pji example, Sonjin Eai (Bs'oini), Society of People from Jlsuini Tillage.

The Sonjin Kai were originalX” organized as financial or loan agen-
cies mand social societies for .the Japanese. Those for which we have a
semi-complete history stress most strongly the desire of the Jsparsese for
mutual add and the economic well-being of the menThers and to a lesser
degree the promotion of friendships. Xn seeking to develope their econom-
ic welfare, Sonjin Kai took as a usu?! method, the setting up of a fo-andar*
tion fund vrithin each society. This was doue "by having: ea’*ch member con_
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triljute an initial fee, in one case this was $3 , and then regularly add”
ing to it "oy the payment of dues or special contrilmtions. In reality
this foundation fund would more accurately 'be titled a sinking fund, or
working capital fund. Prom it the menlbers were free to "borrow, when in
need for "business purposes, at a rate of interest which the executive com
mittee deemed Madequate"; that is to day, a rate which the committee
thought the individual would "be aisle to pay. |If co-signers vrere required,
as was true iri some societies, the7 wore to '"be other members. D ifferent
provisions covered the handling of these funds. Sonjin Eai (llakayama) in
Gentral California" had- a clause v/here*by memlDers returning t. Japan coiild
either take their initial' cojitrilDution out of tiie fund, or if intending
to return, could lee®e it in. Some groups added the interest received
from the fund to the capital others took the interest sjad, set up a char-
ity department within the organization. Certain, of the societies took
money frorn the fund to send gifts to members at oirths, weddings, funer-
als, sickness or in cases of- need. In addition, the funds were, sometimes
used for cooperative "buying as another way of helping the members prosper
economically* (]

The pattern of usual cxjtivities shows a definite change £s events in

the Japanese homeland changed. They night quite easily be placed in Uro
classes pre-war and wartime. In he former classification, naturcdly,
were all the financial dealings mentioned c”ove, and they v/ere of prime
importance. In Edition efforts were 8de in various ways to maintain

CQmiection with the Gtive village* When disasters occured in the village
or neighboring ones, comforting funds were sent to the families. The home
town members of the crews of special service vessels were entertained,
S Be groups sent nioney to the home town for memorial towers to "be "bailt
there for soldiers who died in "battles. In particular, the Sonjin Zai
(KatacLa) was reported as having close connection to thelldevelopment of the
hometown office and schoolsff and Sonfin ICai.(isurai) resolved 'sto give
good cojisiderationll to any requests from the people of their own village
for money.

The societies also attempted to control the everyday habits and
morals of the menfbers. |In this connection they sought to abolish Mormcl-
isms" in.manner and speech” One association threatened publicity and exr*
palsion.for any jaem'ber having the .nhal)it of .gamIDling or other activity
harmfijl to the comiimiiity-or causing imhappiiiess to his fEunilyyr v;ho did not
reform when advised to‘do so, Easily, the activities included those that
were purely social; picnics, Hgv; Year*s parties, etc. m In the histor7 of
the Soji.jin Kai .(Wafuka) the over-all purpose was sinned up as follows, fln
happiness ox misery we take tho "best method for co-prosperjlty. H

4t the start of the Sino-Japanese we.r in 1937* there was a redirect

tion in emphasis* This does not mean to imply that the financial aspects
of Sonjin Kai activities did not function as "before, but the records show

« 3 t-
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that the energy expended in living aid to the native village vras increased
until it overshadowed all else*. _

Contributions and collections for the comforting of the families of
soldiers who had died in "battle was the concern of all societies in the
Son,jin group. Ho specific overall plan or pattern of contributing can 'be

traced rather, individual societies did as was convenient for theiru'
Several groups voted to abolish picnics and parties and to send the money
saved thereby to Japan. . Other organized groups formed committees to make

collections in outlying districts or areas, where no societies.existed. At
least one society, S”njin Kai (Eatada) of Southern California, decided to
use the postal savings plan of, long-term savings provided "by Japanese
G-overnraent order. The member were to pay $10 f.pr the shares which would,
then be, deposited in the post office at ~atade.- Al Japrjiese viere to live
in an .economiccl way to aid in the crisis,

In the main, the money was sent directly to the village head man rnd m
he distvibuted it« In turn, he acknowledged the contribution with a
letter of thanks. One of these letters to the Sonjin Kai (Kawauchi) in
Central California, as recognition of their contrilDution of $6 for every

fcmily- .in the village”, se-id that the deed inspired the soldiers at the
front and that it would help thel!call for.nto,tal national spiritual mobi-
lization. 1 Othey less frequent recipients of contributions were the
Gunjin Koen Kai (M ilitary Men*s Supporting Society); Kolcut) Fujin Kai
(National Defense Women” Society);the Japanese iirmy and ~Tavy Departments;
and the M ilitary Attache,

It is difficult to attempt o strike an averse of the amounts of
contributions; naturally the” varied, v/itii the size of the society. Within.
Olle society, iSonjin Kai (Wafuka), the range was a single contribution of
$5 as against the raising of $i+00 at one meeting* On the basis of the in-
formation at hand, a few generalizations may Ho noted. The largest single
ainoimts collected were by Sonjin Kai (Bsumi) in Soji Pedro $1753 in 1937
and ~6180.15 i-n 1939* The averse for each society of all contrijutions
made was $290 and ~553» but these .amounts are not a true picture of indi-
vidual- effort because of the fact that the societies of Japanese from Ednr-
shima, Waf-uka, Tahara, Esumi and Naka“ana v/ere the most active end gave
faily large amounts quite frequently®while a good, percentage of societies,
have "but a single contri'bution recorded. Sonjin Kai (Kawauchi) and Sonjin

Kai (Katada) in E dition to giving money, also ave comfort bags. |In one
instajicq several hundred were collected and sent "back to Japan v/ith one of
the mem.bers v/ho vias returning. Heaviest contributing of money was done in

1937- tind..19391 with only one mention of any at all in 39°1~*
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SOITYU KAI

Formed on the same "basis as the Sonjin Kai were the Sonyu Kai (Soci-
ety of Friends from the Same Tillage). Substitution of the vrord. yu
(friend) for jin (people) gives the difference in the names of the soci®
et'ies, "but 'essentially they v/ere the same, organized for mutual friendship
and "benefit. There are only three of them in our records, Sonyu Kai (Mita)
(Fresno), Sonyu Kai (Mikawa) (Los Angeles), and. Sonyu Kai (Fakakiawa)

(Southern California), They vrere smell groups® and we know of specific
activities for only one,the last mentioned* Xt made several contributions,
tvo totaling $39 in i_937 A one other of $180 in some un$tated vyeaij

S&ch was sent to the village head man for the comforting of families of
soldiers.

CHOJI'T KAI

Chojin Kai (Society of People From a Village) were formed "by those
Japanese who came from the same village or to”rn. The definition of cho
differs from that of son (siso translated as village) in the scone v/ia® that

the definition of a sulmrb”Ji town would differ from that of a country town
v;ith the word cho corresponding to the suburliaii area*

There were eight .such organizations identified in this country.
Nothing specific is given as a reason for their iDeing or as to their aims,
“"but following the' usual pattern of.such groups, they were probably organi-

zed. *for Hnutusl cooperation and friendshipu among the same village peojie.
lll.‘.-’*? \&

Our records, which date, from 1937* shov; as the only activity of this
group of organisations contributions made to the native vill*e . Greneral~
ly the contributions were sent to the village he”d for the comforting of
families of soldiers on occasion, however, they weye made to a specific
agency such as the G-unjin Koen Kai (M ilitary Men” Supporting Society),
rlso knov/n as G-unjin Engo Kai,, '

Chojin Kai (Kushimoto) in Southern California was the most active
society within this group. Its contributions, atout 35 each ime,
appear® to have "been m~de "bi-monthly to Olly of a number of organizations in
Japen; the Jugo Koen ICai (Behind the Sun Supporting Society), Jugo Kai
(Behind the Gun Society), Shussei G-unjin ICoen Kn,i (Soldiers M ilitary Menfs
Supporting SoQiety) cuad Ju*o Hoko Kai (Behind the G-un Service Societ®L
The other-groups, 7?2so located in Southern Californiaf were organized for
Japanese from Taiichi Cho, 3\ichu,Cho, Kambax-a Cho,Katsuura Cho, Hcxihi Cho,
tTmiaaichi Cho-, and Shimosata Cho>

Chojin Kai (taiichi) made the largest contribution, $1786 in 1937,
"biit the general average was much smaller,' closer to $250 a yesx. Heaviest
contri'butin'g was done in 1937 and 1939 a very scattered few were made
in 1933 and 1940,

(over)
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GUHJIN EAI

Larger as to area than the cho, son or mura but less frequently used
as a society "basis is the gun, political suMivision in Japan that is to
th? ken what a county is to the state. Three Gunjin Kai (Societies of
People from Counties) flourished in Southern California;Xtoshima Kai, also
known as (kmjin Kai (itoshima), Gunjin Kai (Kasuya) and Gunjin Kai (Kaho).
They varied greatly as to size the largest, Itoshiraa Kai, had 65 mem'bers
in 193%» ~hile G-unjin Kai (Kaho) had probably no more than 25 or 30,

ContrilDuting to help the general Sino-Japanese war cau.se was their
only recorded activity. Coutrilmtions were made in various ways and to
different agencies, G-unjin Kai (Kasuya) and Itoshima Kai both sent money
to the village herd men within the gim for the comforting of families.
Itoshima Kai at one time contrilDuted directly to the Jc"panese Army and
Navy Departments, and on other occasions thru the Xtoshirna Newspaper Com-
panjr for Jicroicu Kenkin (Emergency Fund), To lovem'ber 1939 this Kai had
contributed a totrO. T1P7 00 and had pledged, to continue contributing a
minimum of $1 a month per member until the vrar is over* At the time of
sending one of its contributions, a representative of the society made 17
statement to the effect the/b the members fcertainly appreciated those Im-
perial Soldiers who sacrificed their lives for their loyalty and for the

eternal peace in the Far East." Gunjin Kai (Kaho) made smaller, "but regu-
lar contributions for Choki Kenkin (Long-term Contributions) through the
Central Japanese Association. During the period of August 1937 to -April

1970, the amounts totaled $275 The third society Gunjin Kai (Kasuya) stat
®.69 to the police chief of one of the villages in the county to help the
families of 80ldiers, As wa mmual, the organizations received letters of
thanks from the various village her.ds in ackiiowledgement of their contri—
"butions.

JIN KAl

tile i is true that technically- these home-tie societies might ell
be craied Jin Kai (Peopled Societies), most of them took a more specific
title , rjid designated the type of area which they represented. There was
a miscellaneous group, however, which merely used the name of Jin Kai
Four of these societies, were for the three Pa (Metropolitan Prefectures),
Osaka, Kyoto ..nd Tok™o, political subdivisions which ce the sane as the
ken, For th~t reason, information concerning them is more properly a part
of the material on Kenjin Kai (Prefecture Societies) ecad so has been oniit"
ted. from this digest. The reraainins three were societies for Japanese
native to the districts of G-eibi, Chikugo and Hiuna, £jid the only informer-
tion available concerning them is a"out contributions v/hich they had made.
From people as frr north as Sacromento. and Marysville, Jin Kai (Hiuna) in
Los iingeXes collected for the comforting of families. Jin Kai
(Chikugo) in iilameda celebrated its 3 year ajiniversary "oy giving $3 for
Japanese War Relief Fund throu”a the Nevw/ World Sun and in 1938 abolished
its New Year»s party to contribute, the some amount, this time throu”ii the
Japanese Consulate* Jin Kai (G-eibi) o0J-so made contributions to Japanese
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Ifar Relief Fund, "but the amounts given were not recorded,
SEXUYU IU |

(®he m ajority of societies in the hornet-tie grouping used a geographi-
cal division in their "base name, but there were some .'which merely used
descriptive mames. The Shinyu Zai group vras one of these. Literally, the
name is translated as Society of Close Friends. Three of them v/ere known
.to have, existed, .all in California Shinyn Kai (Asakura) (4lameda), Shinya
Kai (Hitaka) (San Pedro) and Shinyu Kai (Ono"buda) (Southern California).
The general purpose of each vras the seme — to work for friendship and the
economic development of the members* Each raemiDer contributed his dues to
the foundation fund, which money v/ould "oe returned if the memlDe*s v/ere in
need;'from the fund, money vras lent to members to 'be repaid at a reason-
able rate of interest. G ifts were given to memlDers at "births, .weddings
and. funeralsj_ financial aid was extended v/hen necessary.

One different feature is noted in Slainju Kai (Asakura)* It sought to
organize a separate finance department for its women members,"but available
information does not give the outcome of this proposal. The society is
known to have made one contrilDution of ¥100 for etich of the Japanese Army

Navy Depcvrt-ments for 'ar .relief in 1939*

Shinyu Kai (Hitaka} was said in one source of information to "be I"nown
Ia/ it.c mem'bers who were ,fvery patriotic jad—doing their "best to contrilDUte
for "bhose who sacrificed their lives.* The society was quite smell, there
were only 19 members, in 1936 ‘"but in 1937 they gave "SLOOO for the Japanese
¥ar Belief Fiind, .

The third society, Shinyu Kai (Onooudo® m~de tvo contrilDutions for
the comforting of families of deceased soldiers. TJie second one- totaled

oad for it they received a letter of thrjiks from the village heoli
man.

OOWT ILal

&oyu Kai may 'be translated as Society of PrienclXy Natives.. Broken
dovm-into its component parts, the go refers to native, without lim iting
as .to size the area to which one is native yu means friends or friondlv,
hence the translation.” There vere one or two U-oyu Kai formed "by.Japanese
from the same gun or the same ken. "but for the most part, it w”s Japanese
from the same mura (village) who organized them, (‘The word mura is from

(over)
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the same character as son referred to above and it has the same meaning
Son is the Chinese version written as to meaning, mura is the Japanese
version written as to sound*)

By definition these groups were formed for mutual friendship. A his-
torjr of any sort has been foundfor onl® one society, 007a Kai .(Tanami),
and it states as the purpose' Ho keep order and friendship to promote
happiness among memlDers; £jad to encourage savings, finance and credit,,
within the membership*If Further, It sa’™s the society was formed "becroise
there were no other organizations at that time (1920)Mo help e ,ch other,H
Their organizational set~VLp included the foundation fund as described,
under Sonjin Kai, the credit functions and the cooperative Tmying.

As contrasted with the other groups thus far described, G-oyu ICai ex-

isted outside of Californir,, in the states of Oregon and Washington but
"by far the major portion of the societies and the activity were in Ceil ral
and Southern California, Size was a variaole factox- to our knowledge the

largest society was @ Ai ICai (Tanami) in San Pedro, which in 1939* "boasted
over 35 officers clone however, the average society v/as much smalleB
G-oyu Eai deviated from* the wusual pattern of the general group again in
that some of he societies were new, organized as late a? 193~.

Since 1937, the greatest efforts of all these societies appear to
hr,ve been in the direction of making contrilntions and collections to "be
sent to Japan, There vras no centralized plan which all groups adopted;
they collected money individually as suited the convenience of each. Pic-
nics were abolished "bj some to save money for war relief. Goyu ::;ai (Saka)
resolved to abolished both picnics and. the condolence ceremonies prcvioiiG”-
Ij held for deceased soldiers in order to save tine and money for the re-
lie f fund campaigns. Some groups took pledges from the mem'bers, payment
to "oe made at a later date. Collection committees were set-up "by certain
of the organizations either to mdce the initial approach or to follow up
on the pledges* Some societies contriouted iji commem®ration of special
events. At othor times planned campaigns for funds were held. In the
efforts to collect money, larger societies are noted as giving encourage*-
ment to the efforts of smaller societies.

The purpose of the contri"butions was primarily for the comforting of
the families of the soldiers, tnit' plea for aid from the home village

with a response from the. compatriots ixi this ¢ o unt,And tlier’e were
pleas* Twice after fires in the native villages noney vras sent to aid
those families who were affected. “Then the Eyoei Mara v/ias shipwrecked,
he .fsmilies o fmhe crew members-whomdied were’'given financial help* Sup-
port was given to the buildirig of nenoriel towers in the hone towns to
commemorate soldiers who had died in "battle and funds were even sent to
Imi.rd a police station in Kushimoto.
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Agencies receiving the funds varied, as to individual choice the
greatest percentage, however, v/ias sent to the village head man or some
similar o fficial. As a matter of record, the others v;ere Kolcaoo Pujin Kai
(National Defense ¥0Omen*s Society), ~ikoku fujin Kai (Patriotic {foment
Society),the Japanese Army and. Navy Departments, Zaigo G-mijin ICai (Retired

M ilitary MenTs Corps) in the.home village, and the Japanese Hed Cross. , If
not sent directly to. one s of these agencies, the funds were transmitted
ethrough the S-oraitoino' Bank, the Japanese Association, or the Japanese
Consulate,

, * As to amounts, once a”ain it is almost Impossitile to give any repre*.
sexitatiye avera,ge- for the. groiip as a whole* Xn the higher brackets, G-oyu
Kai (Taiko) (Southern California) collected ~227,6,k from the people in
the area who were credited'with "showing their patriotism" during a cam-
paign held in' 193/* Other amounts, large ®3 comparison, were.¥1232 from
tiie  Groyu Kai (l'ukakawa) (Los mgeles)t and "iUS9,2g, the result of a cam-
paign by G-ovu Kai (Ta,be) (Southern California)# The- average of the rm ain-
ing contributions .was. cvbcmt ?15 |, rgiven over the period of one year. The
m ajority \treve made in 1937 1939* with OllL.7 two known to have "been m 3e
in 19740 or 1941,

Little is recorded of an.7 other activities. In 193%, a representative
of G-oyu ICai (Holcu'bi) delivered a memorial e4dress at a condolence ceremony
for Japanese soldiers killed in the Sino-rjapanese Conflict; the & yu Kai
(Mi7agi) (Seattle) collected money for the celebration of the 2600th™ ~jxni«
versarj of the Japanese Empire and sent it to the Japanese Chamber ofGoiiw
merce there and. a Keiro ICai (Respecting Sliders Celelbration) was held. "07
the G-ovu Kai (Kaiio) in Oakl*d to which the Hisei v/iere invited in order
that it might vrork for better understanding "between Issei and Msei.

OTESR HO!IB~TX3 ORCrMl Z~TI 01TS

Some fifteen or tv/enty societies included in the general home-tie
classification .rather*than become identified with an already existing
group of orgaaisations, or "because of some personal whim, took individual
murines having no connection with the groups already mentioned. In such
ce.ses there was seldom more than, one with the same name, and not more than
two or three of the entire n-uEi'ber which were large enough or active enough,
to warrent other than passing note.

MSIYU IUI (0

Meiyu ICai ' (ICaho)- (Pledged Friendly Society of ITaho). in iilameda was
one of the more active organizations. Xt observed its 3 year anniversary

9p
(over)
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in 1971. Formal ceremonies commemorc-ting the event were postponed pending
6 cllllninat)ion of the Siopsones®© Conflict. By 1970” th.6 socisty licid.
made Jiree contributions the last one of. ¥2 ,far the Japanese War Relief
Nind,and. in 1971, they, resolved to cut dovm. expenses at weddings and funer-
als in the face of the current situation and to mei?e a fourth contri'Dution
of ¥100 for Japanese War Relief Fund,

YUMIG ‘U miRAHJ

Apparently named for some district in Tottori Ken, the Yixmigaliama
Kura"bu (Yumigahaina Clu"b) was founded in Xgs Angeles, 5he m~nlDers as a
group sent money to Japan all during the period 1937 through 19U0. The
sums noted were in 1933, when 1322,18 was sent to the Police Captain of
Tottori Ken for the bounded Soldiersl Relief Fund, and in 1~ 0, when to-
gether with a man naned Seiroku ¥atana"be and the Kenjin ICai (Tottori)
they gave ~2032.77 to the Tottori Red Gross.

a celelDration commemorating the 2b00th iianxversary of the Jc,panese
Empire was sponsored by the Club. The program included a eai to the gods
to descend and teke part, speeches on the founding of the .Enj"ire, <bowing
to the gods, and r, ceremony of returning the gods from whence they came.

KYOSia Kal (ITOSHIMa)

Kyosai Kai (ltoshima) (Mutual assistance Society of People from Ito-
siiima) in Oekland celebrated its 40th year in 1937 It was a large soci«
ety having over'l5~ members in 193S. Until that tinne its top officers,
president, vice-president, aad treasurer had been paid officials, tut it
was voted to abolish such payments for reasons unknown. Tho annual dues,
$l«5 "u.ntill937* were increased to $2 in th£it year.

In 1938 tvro topics worth noting were djL cussed ai; the annual meeting.
The first involved a decision to contTilmte ¥~ 00 for the comforting of
families of Pulruaka Ken* is choice of throe possible recipients, Nokai
(farmers Association), Zaigo G-unjin Kai (Reserve M ilitary Hen” Society)
or Itoshlraa Newspaper Company, was le ft to the executive committee. The
second discussion concerned the advisatilitj of asking JTisei to "become
council members. The society sensed, a need to "better relations tietween
Issei sjad Hisei in the area and felt that this act might help matters, "but
the proposition was referred to the committee for finrd decision. This
meeting closed with a moment of silent prater to console the spirits of
deceased soldiers and the shouting of three Banzais. The same society in
1339 pledged its member® to ,?stcjid behind the guLnif the present crisis.

” 10
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There is nothing to "be gained by summarizing the remaining organisa-
tions inAivid.uslly, Any records other thfan animal meetings and elections
as were found concern only one or two contributions of money or clothes
for Japanese war relief. The only other clue as to the aim or purpose is
to "be found in the translations of their names as given "below

AIG-0 M (HITaTSU) (LOS JTGSLES) Love of the Native Place of Hinatsu
Society

AlYU 7M. (TOMO) (SaH FSaMCISCO. Loving Jritods of Kumano Society
SOUTHERN OIiLTFCmi*)

BOCHO 311 (JPJ3SLTO) Bocho Clu™ (Bocho is a district prolDalDlj
co-extensive with Yamaguclii Ken)

n G Kiil (UI'X'X) (S*T PEDRO) Same N ative Place of Ukui Society

G-SIBI ICTOKial G-eiti Association (Similar Organization

to Jin Ka.i (Gei"bi)

GOJI1? Ul (UKID ). SOUTH T People from the Native Place of Uraida
0r"XJOW >la)

m iJIU SYOSII K4X (FUKUOKA) Mxlcaoka Prefecture Peoplesl Mutual

(? ORT LUPTOIT) Assistsince Society

01 JIU SMC- KYOKAI (SHIZU05U) Shizuoka Prefecture Peoplesl Industrial

(SiiT PSDRO) Association
KYOH3l D SHI 11Ul (HXRGSHIM") Mutual Promotion Same Mind Society of
(CoT Hiroshima
PIOKESE KAX (im”~iOTO) (LOS Pioneer Society .of Kumamoto
3LES
SHUSSEI aUHJXN 7Q0ELT M Kameyaraa Soldiers .at ihe Front Supporting
(KAEEYMA) (SSATLB) Society
TOHQKUJIU KAl (iNSMOimTiilN Society of People from the Northeastern
iiffiA 111 m M SACP-rtlOTTO ' D istrict [
O I
(over)
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A study of the facts as given malfces possible the following generali-
zations and conclusions;

1#

2%

3*

Tiies© socistieg were founded «Js,pan.ese who v/ere drawn
tog©th.6r "oy their mutu2l intGreslis suid background for th©
stated purpose of'friendships and economic cooperation.

.The majority of memloers were Issei who had not long since

le ft Japan.,

Their ties to Japan as the homeland vrere maintained and
strengthened % cominunication with friends and relatives;
"oy their in,t©r®st in things Js.p£3n6S6 sud By th©xr concern
over and response to current .happenings and proposed
projec.ts in their native land,

Vfith the coming of the Sino-Japan”se ¥ar their interests
were diréQtod almost completely towsrd, Japan., Tiis cxist~
ing home ties were greatly emphasized "by the evident desire
on the part of the individual societies to -aid in the gen-
eral war effort®eind, in particular, the relief work started
for' those families in cities, tov/ins and villages who were
Gscperioncing d ifficulties Idsccoisg of t/i.6 ws,r. The stes-dy
flov/ of funds, clothes and comfort "b&gys was, in their own
words, a way f showing appreciation to the soldiers and
Astanding behind the gun/l Literally that is to say it
was a yi¢ of doing their part on the home front.
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...... Kjofcato Kenk™ni Kai (Far'East Hesearch Institute), originally known as
jlUisei Speakersl Bureaul, vmder vrhich najne it was first organized at the Los
Angeles home of the Japanese Consul,, was formed, for the purpose of coping
with increasing pressure of anti-Japanese propaganda,
- On OctolDer 1 ,1937r a group of Hisel leaders gathered' % the Consulate
residende --W discuss- the feasibility of the organization of a “pealcers*
Bureaul. " “*he need .for such a group was recognized in the constantly ..gro.vdng
Nti~Jap.aiLese sentiment, spurred "by the Sino-Japanese InG.ident. were
‘di*fcus.sed -by those' who attended as to the means of educating theinselves i,n
.the facts of the Sino~-Japanese conflict* and especially in trairxing Qualified
speakers Xo clarify the' tense situation and to enlighten the American public
with >the Unbiased facts of the Mppon”~Sino affair® It was decided that hy
means of s.central "bureau, services of these trained sp.eafers would made
#vEiirgibl©ito any schools,grcups, or clul*s who wished to ¢c911 upon. , a
ther piailsv;ere formulated to have regular meetings and also to encourage .tlie
iiitere t of isei bra rs and de aters™
the Ki&ei Sp“eeScersl Bureau. A '

. » oo , < tex ! V' w'm J

Just one veek after this initial meeting, the name il*i'sei SpeakersV Bui*
reau*, was changed to Kyokuto Eenk.yii Eai fFar East Research Institute)* This
change was acted upon at a gathering of Japanese iimericans,'both men and woinein,
ltinterested in presenting another sid® t 6 the. EasterpL crisis,;auite .&p rt from
mthe ver” thoroughly propagandized Chinese reports so dominating the 'Americaii
ImMib. opinicm,l» .The .nuereixs fo.;r this group was'compbsed of the .exemptives
end principal members bf the Japanese American Citizens!l League. Among lle
maxiy prominent Japanese civic leaclers who were actively, interested in- tliis
Institute,outstanding were Ka“ Sugaiiara, Higei,C'iiA Ken Hakazawa, S iji Tajiabe,
and Eatsuma Hukaeda, all Xssei,.i The spealcers who appeared under the auspices
of tli.is Institute,.were: selected .amb'ng-tlie mem"bers.as ivell as p'rominent
visitors from Japan and professional lecturers”

Along the pattern-of the original'functiori"of the Uisei Speakersl Bureau
this Institute proposed to acqlLuaint' the‘public with accurately prepared re-
ports on the economic and political eondltioiis- in China, and Japan, as well as
the extent and effects of Communism in the Orient, These, aniong other re-
ports of interest, were to "6 read and discussed at the first meeting for

vrhich the qgue.st; sxef)Jficer.was the former -Yiee—Consul of Los Angeles, Shin.taro
e 'm ; e - rviv" > A . . u

(orer)n o> —y--
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Pukushima, Plans were discussed to secure speakers from both Chinese and
American authorities on the Orient, for future meetings, Kay Sugahara, an
active and prominent Msei leader,, was to preside as chairman of this initial
inbellngse m neetings . sl those wilo Wer© interested in c”uestioiB
involved, were urged to attend.

lllcreasing local interest in the iFaY East H.esbfirch Instituts brouglit
scores of new members into this Hisei group, and a program v/as launched to
encourage further study in matters' of concern, The weekly meetings of the
grodp "usually wOre socisil ga-th.Griiigs or syroposiuins. On© or more gusst spods-
ers were asked to present topics pertinent to the interests of the Japanese-
American. citizens, and frequently, open forums were held v/hich permitted, an
interchange of opinions concerning the general discussions,

While the headquarters of this group was given as 12U South San Pedro
Street,Los Angeles,, it is observed that its various meetings were held in the
Fippon Club, Kawafiiku Oafe, San Kwo Low Cafo, Miyako Hotel, Daishi Mission,
"the Los Angeles Japanese ChojnlDer of Commerce, and the Southern California
Japanese Chara'ber of Commerce and Xndustryr

It is observed that a "busin ss meeting v/ias held in Fe"braary of 1938, at
which a discussion took place as to whether or not the Institute would "func-

tion £is in the past, *direot its progrsjn "fcowsirti a more lilDerol j*esesrch w rlc
that will include.for instance, study of cultural relations "between the Orient

sjid Occident**, Following this meeting,. t>lie topics discussed in the groups
sponsored by the Institute appear to have ©squired a more casual trend, and
thereafter publicity concerning the activities of this group ceased.

The last known article on the' Far East Research Institute is dated April

3 ,7193g, j .though no further material has "been found on, this organization,
it is possible that the Japanese iiinerican. Citizens* League,in its sponsorship
of iforinns debates inigli't have contiiiued siniilsx giroups* This is suggested
in article dated February of I"UI, in which a statement is made that the

Los”ingeles Japanese itoerican Citizensl League inaugurated a Speakers® Bareai
fwhich will#**endeavor to educate the idiaerica,n public¥, and arnoiig thoso asked
to serve on this Bureau* s committee were E xji Tanabe and Eay Sugahara, tioth
former members of the Tar East Research Institute.

SIMM

The Par East Research Institute of Los Angeles,apparently social in pat”
"born was "by proniinGnt JapanGs®© iUiiiBriCcin. Citizens” Ls&gTj,© civic leaders

for the purpose of educating the Uisei and Arnerican public in the members*
version of "the fsicts of thG Sino~<JcipQii6SG SiffSiir, as wglX ss in cbh.6r mo.fcfcGrs
of pertinent concorn* 3he activities of this Institute, in its program of
lectures, suggested a propagandist trsnd* Speakers for this grouD v/ero se-
cured from outstanding visitors, from Jcvpan, £md professionfa lecturers, as
well as from among its members. Records indicate tha% .nost of the meetings
were open to the public and in many of these gatherings open foriom discussion
was encouraged*.

2 ~
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. Kyokato Kenk™na Kai (Jar East Research. Institute), originally known as
*Hisei Speakersl Bureaull under which nsane it vas first organized at the Los
Angeles home of the Japanese Consul, was formed for the purpose of coping

with increasing pressure of anti*apahese” propaganda, ... »

' On Octolier 1 , X9'57» a growo of Ms i leaders athered ab tKe-€onsulate
re.sidence* to discuss the feasibility of the organization, of a ISpealcersl
*Bureau*." lllhe rieed for such a group was recognized in the constantly growing
Atiti-rJapaiiase sentiment, spurred by the Sino-Jspanese jgcident;e P3~ns were
discussed "by those who attended-as to the means of eduedting themselves-in
the facts of'the, SirL ~Japahese conflict, and especially in trair4d ® Qualified
speakers to clarify th© tense situation and to enlighten sthe iiraeric.an public

with the A~Tinbieised facts of the Hippor*Sino affair"* It was decided that "oj

\of a centrsO. btireau, services of these trained speakers '“ould made
ayail ?Jble'to ,any schoolstgroups, or ""cluljs who vrished to call upori. yiu:®
ther'plahsW:ere to ave fegulax". meetings d.£2SQ

Interest of llisei orators and debaters'to place their talents. at*.tHe”~.dJspos”i
o-f the Kisei Speakersl ~reau. '
. , , Toem ', T me &0 7%
‘Just one wfeek: after this initialm eeting the: name H S~eaketsl 3u-
reaur, was changed to Kyokuto Kenkyu Kai (Far East Research Institute), This
change was acted upon at a gathering of Japa.nQse itoericaris®oth men, ana women,
Snterested In'presenting ajtiotheT side to tlie,.Sastern crisis, a”ite'apart frgm
the .vexy th9rot*hl.y propagandized Chinese- mreports so dominating the American
p.iibli.c opinion’ . The iiiicl*ras for thib5 group was compbsed f the exemptive3
and principal members . pf tlie .Jap®inpse .American Citizensl1 l/leagae imong the
many prominent Japanese civic leaders who v-rere actively *"-terested in. this
Institute, outstartling .were Kay :Sug”har&, Higei, and Ken I"krazawa, iji TanalDe,

and Katsmia Mukaeda, ail Issei,1The alters who appeared under the' auspices
of this Institute, were selected from‘ ainorig the members 'a® well as prominent-
visitors from Japan and professional lectiarefs.; *

Along the pattern of'the originalL .fwictio'n of the Kisei Speakersl Bureau,
this Institute proposed to acquaint the public with accurately prepared re-
ports on the economic and political conditions in China and Japan, as well as

the extent and effects of 'mCommurvism in Orient These*.among other re-
ports of interest, were to "be r.ead * a®d discussed at the first meeting for
which the' guest speaker was the .~o”e'r fice~G&ns-|1 of Los Angeles', Shlritaro
" [ i ' e
. (over)
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Pukushima, Plans were discussed to secure speakers from "both Chinese and
American authorities on the Orient, for future meetings. Kay Sugaliara, an
active and prominent Nisei leader, was to preside as chairman of this initial
meetings. At subsequent meetings, all those who were interested in questiore
involved, yrere urged to attend.

Increasing local interest in the Jar East Research Institute "brought
scores of new mmiDers into this Hisei group, and a program was launched to
ejicoura”e farther study in matters of concern* The weekly meetings of the

group usually v/ere social gatherings, or symposiums,. One or more guest sped&-
ers were asked to present topics pertinent to the Interests of the Japanese-
American citizens, and frequently, open forms were held v;hich permitted an
interchange of opinions concerning the general discussions.

I-ifhile the headquarters of this group was given as South San Pedro
Street,Los Angeles, it is observed that its Vc”*rious meetings were held in the
Nippon CIrO), Kawafuka Ca’fe, San Kwo Low Cafo., Miyako Hotel, Daishi Mission”
the Los Angeles Japanese Choraber of Coiame'rce, and the Southern California
Japanese CharalDer of Commerce and Indus'tryi

It is observed that a "business meeting was held in FeTDraary of 193S, at
which a discussion took place as to whether or not the Institute would *unc-
tion as in the past,or direct its program toward a more liberal research work
that will include,for instance” study of cultural relations "between the Orient
and Occident® Following this meeting” the topics discussed in the groups
sponsored "by the Institilte appear to have acpaired a more casual trend, and
thereafter publicity concerning the activities of this group ceased.

IThe last known article on the Far East Research Institute is dated April
3, 193g* iO.though no further material has meen found on this organization,
it is possible that tlie Japanese iimerican Citizensl League,in sponsorship
of forms and debates might have continued similar groups. This is suggested
in an article dated February of 19Ul, in which a statement is made that the
Los Angeles Japanese erican Citizens’ League inaugurated a Speakersl Bareai
"which .endeavor to educate the iimerican public", and among those asked
to serve on this Bureau” coimnittee were H iji Tanabe and Eay Sugahara, "both
former raemlDers of the Far Hast Heseaxch. Institute.

SUVM

The Par East Research Institute of Los iingeles, apparent!/ social in pat—
tern was backed by prominent Japauaese iimerican Citizensl League civic leaders
for the purpose of educating the Hisei and iimerican public in the members*
version of the facts of the Sino-Japanese affair, as well as in other matters
of pertinent concern. The activities of this Institute, in its program of
lectures, suggested a propagfEmc<iist trend, Speal*rers for this group were se-
cured fron “*outstanding visitors, from Jr*pan, and professional lecturers, as
well as from emong its menbers* Records indicate that of the meetings
were open to the putlic and in many of these gatherings open forum discussion
was encouraged*.
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Cha-no-yu

Cha-no-yu (Art of Tea Drinking) is considered by A*L,- Sadler, outstand-
ing authority on the ceremony of tea drinking, the .epi ome. of Japanese civi-
lization# It is aptly described by Kakuzo Ckakura, a foremost authority on
he "spiri of teau in hese words: nTea with us became more than an ideal-
ization of the form of drinking; it is a.religion of the art of life .*l Baron
Takashi .Masuda, the ou standing figure in he his ory of Japanfs foreign
trade, expands this in saying that it represen s a ucomprehensive sys em of
education OOlprising importan subjects closely related o the home life- of
the Japanese peoplee Social etiquet e, .. architecture..,".the . art of -cookery,
landscape gardening and other phases, of- Japanese dories io life are, so .o
speak, within he. sphere of influence .of Cha-no-yu.l

Sven a brief outline of the. t(lé.ohnical. skill used in giving or attending
a tea ceremony is involved and can not emphasize fully he scien ific exact-
ness required by par icipants* Atterition San' oiily be drawn . o the fact ha
the. proscribed rules are truly complex and rigidly-observed* These include
such form alities as the invita ion and .its:consequent responsibilities upon
the hos and guests, particularly that of the' chief guest; the prescribed
dress he expected behaviour of the ¢ guests from their appearance in . th.e
waiting place of the hostTs garden throughout' their procession to he tea
room and within the ea room itself*, and the manner in which the meal is
served "with emphasis upon the ritual of serving both the hick and thin tea
coursess

Originally a monastic custom in Chiri®*i, Cha-no-yu was introduced into
Japan by Japanese Buddhists who had studied in China,, and evolved into an
aesthetic cult so identified with Japan that its Origin became obscured.. Its
history dates from at least the 8th century and through the influonco of the
Zen Buddhist priests grow until it emerged as a Japanese institution in the
15th cerL yry>, At this time its popularity occasioned he. establish!13ll .of
schools, notably that o0.f.'Sqij.:Rikyu, the acknowledged genius of all time in
the field of Cha-no-yu. Rikyu*s Precepts of Teaconcerning its philosophy,
and his Hundred Rules, concerning the exacj sciencd of the ceremony, ropre-
ssn ho highest authority, on Cha-no-yu, and are the accepted code of all
schoolss Some Qf hoge scc0ls,.s ill.in existence today, have attempted al
modernization of the toa ceremony to curry favor Yfestern civilization,
although tho basic proespts and rules are retained.

KESTRICT3D
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Cha-no-yu claiirs o be he essence of democracy, since am a tea ceremony
all are of equalstanding and ther<p is only an Aristocracy of. taste.n Rikyu,
in this-respect, implies by'his teachings that Tealis the great cominon denom-

inator of life. However, Takahashi Ta sug, an erninen 'modern Toaist, eon-
.tradicts 'this he r*y when he says, tha .slnpe. the Way .of... .the innonnost
sane uari-of art is difficult to harmoni.z©.. .it'w ith  ho I.,oyrer. st.;'.o0.f.tho

m ajorityH and nthe (distinguished thinker -"ogs not uphold what are called
democratic ideas,0 In other words, it woulrd appear hat democracy for he
S.ifa.ssSs is _by direc ion of the Tea listers as it.so suits the convenionco of
the ruling classes,,. This, iTiay bo indicativo .of the- real-, pov/er bohirid .Japa-
nes'e . £i *nali min _all a pdc s.since TGaism, .a unique Japaness c-ulturo, is
lik'oiiGd by Tatsuo to Welrflrape$ial .house tha.t "OQS *on unchaKLg?.ng unliko -the
short-lived dynasties of .'other countries.. .and Cha«no.~yii» lil*o this imohang-
ing institution that ensures, the existence of tho .na.tion, will contim”.,. o
be as long as there is a Japanese people*n

‘The following statement made in. the Japan C.hroniole in Kobo, November
7, 1940 emphasizes the importance . of the .tea edrsmony as an influence over
the daily’live.s of he JapariGs.o people::." acli de. ailL...Qf the tea GOr is
so prescribed as to suggest all that is. vrore h noting in human life and human
spirit# In this sense the. tea' ceremony may be said to c.orrbain and give .ex-
pression o,a’'great spiritual factor, of Japanoso culture instead of being a
mere pastimo for the leisure—lass *n. .Cha-rLO-yuls . extensive influonce . as a
directive force over the arts, cultvire, and pws oras of the common man is be-
yond question* So closely, Idontified is Tea v/ith Japanese lif'o that tho
phrasesnlt isnTt Taau or Mt is Ta&u aro wus.ed with .tho. common connotation
that-tthe Bri ishuso "I ’'isn't cricket.*” Cbninion parlance further species of
a man as nWith no Teall or "Toomuoh T®an.in himag. indicative of *andiciplincd
emotion or action* Such.usuago shows to what,extent Toaisin camo to represent
tho standard of hp. ordinary .man*

IkGbana

Ilkebana (Ar-t of Flower Arrangement) devglopod in "tho X5th centum as a
part oi* the tea ccrenony and became an independent art in hG r.i.iddXe- 1,7th
con ury* The Jtxpanesa claim ha the art of flower arrangemen was no .only
fully developed but acstuall'y creatcdby hem since thoy gave to lkobana @ s
spiritual significanco and succc-edod eventually in standardizing esson ial
features of its oxpression.

Two main schools avolvod—tho Formal and the Hatural, each typifying
v/hat its names impliess Thero are three furflamerrbal principles in'tho anMn”c-
ment of all floYirers: the Loading-Principle (Hoavon), the Subordinate Princi -
plo (Earth) and tho RGconciling Prindiplo (I"lan). Flowers must be arranged
o embody thoso principles in their proper rolationship to lifo* There aro
also throe general, foras' aUvays uso4 in arranging tho flowers: ho elabo-
rate or symmetrical, called'shin: he simple or irrogular, called and an
iri ermediary form combining features of both, called gyo-

-2 -
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One outstanding feature peculiar to ,any Jananese flower arrange-
ment is th useofatwisted, ugly branch or a torn leaf or flemrer v/i h em-
phasis placed on unbalanced form of. he plan ‘'itselfe This is perhaps
symbolic of the Japanese attitude erward life and its expression by man*
heir belief ha only the discerning and deeply philosophic have the
power o see the inner, spiritual beauty of some hing .apparently uglv
and irregular. lkebaiia is a ruly. Japsmose art with characteristic em-
phasis upon spiritual relationship to na ure,

CHA-NO-"U MD IKEBAITA IN AL®RXCA -
(Ar .of Tea Ceremony and Art of Flower Arrangement, in America)

Organized activity in the fields of Cha-no-yu (Art of Tea Drink-
ing) arid lkebana/ (Art of Flcwer A'riangement) in America was limited o
two societies, bo h located in Los Angeles: riOkMdbei Kado Kvokai (North
American Art of Flower Arrangemen S6cie y) organized in 1938 and Oha
Kado Alciboshi Eai (Art of Tea Service apd Flower Arrangement Sosioty)
probably organized irj.1937, Information at Hand, points to the existence
of -throe groups specialising in the s udty, of various styles of flower
arrangement, but these do no appear ei her as schools or organizations
in available yearbooks and directoriess ,It may be important O note,
however, that the arts of tea ceremony and floi/ver arrangemon iri thein-
selves, had broad if unorganized emphasis: ¢ their s udy was sponsored
by several of he larger cultural organizations and Japanese language
schoolsj there were many professional tea ceremony and flower arrange®
mont ins ructorsj and the Japanese gerv®rnmen encouraged interest in
/these fields as a part of their foreign pdlipy,

- Organizations

Hokubei Kado Kvpkai
(North Arnerican Art of .Flower Ari'angement Society)

Hokubei Kado Kyokai of Los Angeles was organized, in April 1938
through the efforts of tho Southern California Japanose Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry-. Its officor personnel 3 notey/orthy and its activ-
ities resulted in organized contributions to hG Japanese War, Relief
Fund and the Japanese Treasury and in stimulating general intends in
the field of flower arrangemen ¢« The scope and effoctivones”™ of his
program can not be accurately moasured 'ciu.e’ O lack of source materiale

A list of forty officers and councilor-mombers was found in aL 3
Angoles yearbook and this group was composed, largely of mwomen "with an
average ag of forty-ci“te It may be interes in to noto that the
Consulls ivifo was honorary president at the inception of the sooietyj
that .some of .thq offices Y/ero held by com standing women (including
Mrs.. Sachiko Furusawa) activo in many organizations; and that its con-?
sult-ant positions v/iere held by men also promineri in various. Japansso
organizations. . ...

Anm N e ¥ ' - L. \% \%
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Known con ribu ions were made by Hokuboi Kado Kyokai o the Army
and Navy War Relief Fund in 1939 in he amount of ¥500; and o thG Japa-

nese Treasury, Foreign Department in 1941 in the amount of fill7»75* In
; ho. first instance, a least, the money.was raised by an exhibition of

flowor arrangQinonte Although her©, is 1i lo available material on
thds oTganization, the following two of five resolutions passed at a
meeting held in 1939 are of interest: ]
1 ,In order to pursue the .program of:, stimulating
in eros in flcnA”~r arr-angemen and.to’'incrouse
thd ‘inambership of the society, i . decided

o .havo lec uie meetings and round tabid etis-
‘cussions Imri ing notsd teachers and prominent
e« "pooplo in this fiold who had recently com© from ’
Japan.
2. A emomborship lis was to bo compiled and an or-
ganization newspaper published . for tho: purpose "
ofmpromoting friendship among the. mombors «.

Cha Kado Akiboshi Kai
(Art of Tea Sorvico and Flov/or Arrangoraent Society)

Cha Kado Akiboshi Kai of Los Angelos is sometimes called Akiboshi
Kai or Shu Soi Kai, all having tho same English ransla ion* It was
organized, probably in 1937, for the stated purpose of studying tho
Japanoso ea 's.srvico, although its namo implies an additional in Gres
in flowor arrangement 'Vory little othor information has been found on
this society* ' ' '

An Gxamination of availablo natorial on tho officer porsonnol of
Cha Ka'do AkibcvshV Kai reveals he. following information:, mos officers,
mwere \vomGnj- fbrnier ac ivi iGs and namberships in organizations were so-
cial in nature and Jotj in numberj avorago age of officors,’-. except that
of the prosidont, wreis ifirerity-briije Frs. Tokiko Ema president of Cha
Kado Akiboshi Kai, vras a amir )l 57 years of age, active in two
other women's groups----- Fujin Kai (Ylomon,s Socioty) and Hokubei ?itado
Kyokais She.is .credi 3d,. lrough Sumitomo Bank records .with con ribut-
ing, apparently as .an individual, small amounts on five occasions to he
P atriotic Airptans and the Japanoso War Relief Funds* In .rsspect to Cha
Kado Akiboshi Kai, it -may bo of irrterest o note that hor home address
and hat given for the socio y are ono and ho samej and that she rep-
resorrfced the socie y o h® colobration of the unveiling of Qonsolation
monuments for decoasod compatriots of Sou born California hold under
the auspices 'of Fujin Renmoi (Womon”s Loaguc) In 1937*

Study Groups

Small groups gathering infon”ally.. fpr the. study of various stylos
of lkcbana (Arb of Flcrwer Arrangemon ).qg+onstitu ed. ano her JapanGse ap-:
proach t.o this art. Three of, theso wore "identified: 'Kado Shosui Kail
(Art of Flower Arrangement 'Shosui Society), in .the Sqattle area, Washing-
"bon, wi h._studc?nts from Soattlo and Tac.omaj Asada Kado 'Honkasci (Asada

4 —
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Pupils of Flov/or Arrangement) in Fresno, California and Shofuryu Shibu
(Shofuryu School of Flower Arrangement Branch) of S outhI*Tc~f T
located in Los Angeles* Sho”sil is probably a- proper name for that
s?hool Asada is probably the name of a teacher?'and Shofuryu is a name
given to”a particular stylo of Ikobana# -There ai'o no adGquate Enrlish-
translations for thesc3 vf rds# n

Kado Shosui Kai was apparently a school of flower arrangsment in
Ifeshington attended by vromen of all ages for 'tho .purpose of acauirinp

S-iun art* Reforonoe t(® ~ gorieral meeting at y/hich'prtiiotloW
wi hm the group wore made is tho only information found on thin hroun#

"Asada Kado Monkasei was apparently a study group in Fresno, Caali-
fornia, headed by Asada, catering to private Pimils interostod In
laarmng the art of flov~Ar arrangamont, The? only information found on

is group indicates that it was composed prinaril.y of women of all

g s and that tho s udents contributed money, at laasi time times— ho
in 1929—for preparing comforting baSs for tho Japanese Tar

Sh? ]*u Shibu was in Qxis once at Ica/st % September 1938 at
ipe !frs e tsushi , prominen instructor.in . ° ap-
pointed head of this Southern California group. This . appointment v/ias
made by dame Oshikawa, envoy of Nippon Kado Kai (Japanese Flower Ar-
rangement Society) in Tokyo, vdiich would indicate some relationship bo-
tyeon the t?/o organisations. littlo is knoxm about the orpa”iza-
tion or*embership of Shofuryu Shibu, .available information includes it
c, a joint sponsor along with Plokuboi Kado Kyo'k-ai, Ivihon * Bunka '
Uapaneso Cultural Socioty),. and Japanese Ghambor of CoramorcG ar™d In -
dustry f a-wolcpniing party for Oshika® .~ 1939 .and as in-

gmdyal sponso'of a short course of lessons . in Ikaband during hor

Sponsor Groups

_ A cursory examination of tho activities of some fifty cultural or-
ganx,2ations indicates that tea was served on many occasions, but t/is
toa service appears to be in the naturo of light r3froshmonts afsocial
gatherings or cultural- oxhi.bitipns. Prgsantation. of flower arrarigGrnents
played® an equally important part at these functions'. The foliowinp* in-

i~th N (Bl tGndS t inc3icate# at least, a vddespread and active cinterest

1 . Nihon Bunka Kyokai of Los Angoles had Cha-no” ,
jna and lkobtxna dapartments, and' the societyls
purpose was to promoto nfriondl-y ro.lations
botwoen Japan and Amorica through the intro”-
duction .of Japanese artfv "

2. The- Japanese Students' Club of Fresno State
College held a Hina-matsuri (Doll Fcstival)tea
in tho ~practice apartmGnf, for the purpose pf
acquainting the instructors of that institu-
tion vfith the Japanese celebration'of that
fes ivale

_5 —
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3« The' Yotog Tfomen*s Buddhis Ass -ciatio:i of West
.Fresno pursued a definite course of s udy on
Japanese etiguette, and Clia-no-jm was one of
the programs in the series.

4+ The local Japanese “"Assoeiation At Sl.'Monte,

..with he"cooperation of the JAQL sponsored a
cultural evening a which demonstration of the

«tea ceremony was featured along with flower
arrangement' and - other <forms of Japanese oult-
.tire. .Civic and political leaders were irivit-

ed to, attend,

The Japanese language schools in America, numbering around 300 on
the Pacific Coast and totaling nearly 18,000 students in California
alone, acted as.a.distribu ion .cerrfcer of J&pane'se cul uree Specific in-
formation was f.ound to indicate that a special tea ceremony and flower
arrangemen course was offered by Daiiohi Gakuen of Los Angeles,' one of
the four largest schools on the Pacific Coast* A similar course vras
scheduled at tha Baldwin Park Language'School at Baldv/in Park, Cali-
fornia* This assumption is substantiated in part by the obvious inter-
est in those arts as is shown by the fairly extensive lists of profes-
sional ceremony and flcrwer arrangemeTi .instructors--ti/renty-two are
listed in Los Angeles alone.

To aid in the effort to inform both Nisei and interested Amsricans,
the Board of Tourist Industry, Japanese Government Railvrays, published
in 1937, a series of booklets covering the- arts peculiar Japan, The
TEA CULT OF JAPAN and FLORAL ART OF JAPAIlI were include'd. It wcs sug-
gested by the Board ham .a s udy of these subjects v/ould aid in mutual
understanding, would .'direct the interest of tourists to Japan, and
would be remunerative o.those, who "Wished to teach the Japanese arts in
Americas The World*s Fair *in New York and San Francisco featured a mod-
el tea room and ea ceremony, vdth accomparxying flower arrangements, as
a part of the cultural program o.f japan to “accomplish our foreign pol-
icy.without loud talkM as 'stated by Gasuke Imai, dresident of the Japa-
nese New York and San Francxsco Worldfs Fair Association and a member
of tho Upper House of the Japanese Government*

Suinmarv

It has beon pointed4out that two organized societies, Hokubei Kado
Kyokai and Gha Kado Akiboshi Kai, formed in 1938 and 1937 rospectively,
wore active in stimulating study of he arbs of tea drinking and flov/er
arrangement. Both organizations were supported largely by ‘womon and
also engaged in some .acti*viey.of a pa rio ic ure = Hokubei Kado I"o0-
Icai mer.i s greater :atteti ion because i was syonsorbd by the Japanoso
Chamber of Commerce'and Industry; iDecausG of tho nromirxenoe of many of
its officers because of its sizeable contributions to he Japanese War
.E ffortj and because of its apparent inten to actively increaso general
interest in the fiold of flower arrangement.” Cho. Kado Aliiboshi Kai is
interns. uig. sirjco mt is . the' only organisation plaoinri; snacial emphasis
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on he s udy of ea drinking* Kado Shosui Kai, Asada Kado Monkasei,
and Shofuryu Shibu wgtg men ioned as known study .groups or schools
sponsoring these arts. The last group appears to have been . he most
active.

Of greater importarice, however, in considering the socic ios .smd
groups as a natural result of a cultural program, is he emphasis placed
on Cha-no-yu and lkebana by larger Japanese cultural organizations and
Japanese language schools; the existence, in largo number, of profes-
sional tea ceremony and flower arrangement instructorsj andthe stimulus
given hesfl phases of the ~cultural program by the Japanese govornment,
itse If, through informative paraphlats and its _world fair exhibitions.
Viewed iri his lights theso arts and hnoilr pa ;ron groups bear moro seri-
ous considerations.

of 7 -
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Headquarters Western Defense Command Presidio of San Francisco
Civil Affairs Division My 1945
Research Branch

Japanese Organizations in he United States

. KAIGUI'T KYQKAI.
(I-lavy Association)

The Kaigun Kyokai ('Ndvy Association) in Japan is an.morganization with
HonDu (Headquarters) in 'Tokyo and branches in other cities in Japan and a-
broade The only eviderxce of exis ence of his socie y i.n the United
Stages is the group bearing tha name in Los Angeles, California, iil hough
Jiaigun Kyokai mai”.ta,ined. offices and held meetings in Los Angeles, there is
evidence that prior to May 1940 this org”™niza ion operated less as a true
branch organiza ion. .in.this 00lAn ry than as a. group..of. members in America of
an organization existing ip. Japan. For this reason the purpose and activi-
ties of he society in Japan'w ill be considered here before a discussion of
its activities in this country, . ,

The sphere of in eres of Kaigrni. Kyokai in Japan-is.the accumulation
and dissemination of naval, and maritime knowledge, | s purposes and in or-
ests have been variously described in Japanese souroes .as .follows "shall
irrves iga* 3 and do research on general maritime: affairs as well as corrfciribate
its effort toward the promotion of naval strategic servicenj nis trying to
spread a knOTdodge of thQ navy of Japan*l, Hfath the object of diffusion of
knowledge about national defense problems,... particularly naval affairsls
also interested in the, developmsnt of shipping, ship-bviilding, and fishing
industry of the country*n-In an. articlgein the. United States Naval Institute
Proceedings for February 1937, titled A“The Navy League of Japan, 116"7 11 -
ing s atamerrfc is rqgade s . , -

From he head offices of Tokyo:the 'work ofv he.
54 branch offices located, in all the provinces
and larger cities is directed, 1 is inter-
esting o0 note . hat there are'three off.ices o.f
the? Japanese Favy. League outside' of th-e- ,Emr; m [,

"1m r" ' pire> ha is in Dairen, 'Tsing 4 an.d -Shang-

hai,. «.Thus the Navy League. ,of Japto.i is not e
only 01l organization-which, extbnd's:.to -al.-., of
the important parts of ho country .but &lsqg .to ,
he areas where largs numbers of Japanese cit-

- i2ens .reside abroad- . e

(over)
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The following extracts quoted from a booklet published by Kaigun Kyokai

in January 1933, now in he possession of and translated by ano her Federal
Agency, clearly indicate . he status and plans of the organization at that
ime: . '

At the headquarters there shall be established
a Bureau of Investigation, the <chief object of
which shall be to investigate the conditions of
the naval world, both .domes ic'ecmd foreign-" iui;
der the direction of thg Ministry of the Kcivy,
the Ministry of Corommiica ion, naviga ion schools,
steamship lines, etc. mThe osseri ial matters are
0 be published in the organs of ho association*
Since he officers of he association aro ciuthor-
i IQS from various fields in rela ion to impor-
tan questions, this association s hall.sponsor -
special investigation mootings ;at any tbllo: for
invostiga ion and study, A disarrnamont orranitt00
board is an example, of such an instance.

Twenty yaars have passed 'since hd founding of
tho Kaigun Kyolccd. 1i0iGn it xvas firs t:founded, «its
membership did not exceed 8?0* Now, however, it
is observed to have 180,000 members. Airong the
people it is the only body assisting the navy,
and among he plans it has in*mind is «to be.sat-
isfiod with nothing less than an internal plan,
believing in the hundred ysar plan of o sea coim-
try in competing: h/the naVal'loagiiGs of Europe
and America,, aqd in ‘'order * hat we migh "be active
in.in .ornational. ifa ers we should take heb5e
things as he work 6f the future. Extending the
vfo.hk' o f. he', association, we. mus .widsn it e For-
tunately wg have had the approval and assistance
of he Ministry of the Navy sinco 1938 and have
somewhat strengthened and fu Ifille d our objects
mup,to , present-tim . I

This source goes on to enun* r'ate nsome of the:outstanding yorks laid ou for
the future/ 1 including: wundertaking'internatioiial activities related to' navy
leagues of Europe and .America usage of films and radio facilities; estab-
lislimori of maritime vouth” organizations contribu ions: oward improvement
(?f you hful fishermen’s <character; and planning the .editing of the Navy and
Iferi ime maps and libraries e
V... ', 5:) : 1

While thero is agroemont concerning the general aims and interests of
this organization, information from Japanese sources concGrning its date of
organization and its membership varies widely, Tho Japanese oncyclopodia
Dai Nippon Hyakka Jiten stated in 1935 that Kaigun Kyolcai v/as orj-anized in
1917, and is a govcrmontal trusteeshi#_p, f/d this appears from O her . ovidOllce
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0 be the mos'it likely 3a e .of he formation of this socie y* Other sources,
however, give dates of organization including 1926 and 1931, and membership
figures as divergent as 9,302, 38,900, and 260f000 The name of 'the organ-
ization is some imes .translated as nNavy League#! Since these sources ap-
pear to be in agreemen concerning the aims, type of membership, and ac-
ivities of tho organization, here is no rGason o0 doubt ha they are dis-
cussing he same society. | is possible ha the differen da es and mom-
bership figures given are the result of changes in status of the organiza-
tion and of he counting of different types of membership by different
sources, or of lirai ing members counted to those in Japan proper on one oc-
casion, while another source counts memboriS in othor places*

Members in Japan are prominent navy officers and others interested in
naval and maritime affairs. The United States Naval Institute Proceeding
states, uThQre are four classes of raemberg of the League, divided according
to hp size of the ~contributions they make, Anyono who corrfcr*ibutes 100 yen
(about $30) is mado a lifo member of the organization.n

As previously s ate.d, Kaigun Kyokai was r~ferjrod o0 as a ngover*mneri al
rustooship,” a om apparently conveying the same meaning as that of nfoun-
das ion n Its activities included publishing a monthly iiiagazine called Umi
no Nihon (Japan in Waters). | s func ions arc described by Kenneth H Colo-
grove in Militarism in JajDan in thq following vfords: '"Dignified propaganda
is carried on by tho Kaigirn Kyokai..t.M To qupte. Tho United States Naval
Institute Proceedlfi*s again, "Actually most of the work carried on consists
in publishing magazinos and pamphlets and in arranging for lectures, broad-
casts, and exhibitions. ' Two raonthly magazines arc published, ono callod UTmi
no Nihon* having a mon llly cjircula ion of aDOu 25,000, and ono called TUmi
Yukaba®™ having a monthly circulation of about 40,000.n AnotherFederal Agon-
cy states. hat his nmgexzino was .<3is ribu ed to mombors of tho organization
ill thig country and furnishes a translae ed.list.. of tho titles which appear
in the February 25# 1939 issuo of Umi No Nihon, dealing with such topics as
nEstablishmGnt-of tho Now Ordor of Asia .and the Imporial Navy,H and "Britain
Produces One Naval Craft a Week. 1

iilthough hG. organization is .stated to have no relationship directly
wi h he. Navy Department, ho Honorary President of the .organization in 1936
was H .I.li. Prince Fushiini, tho'Prpsidont was Vico Admiral Saito (Gx”-Promior),
and Vicg-Prosident was Rear Admiral lida. At a Hotalshilci (Ceremony of
Having the Horior of he Governor) in m1940 for Prince Fushimi, and for he
2600th Anniversary of the Japanese Empiro, the.vrelcoming group was headed by
Yoshida, he Minis or of the 'Navy, and <congratula o.ry. messages were road by
he Preraior and by other minis erse In his connection it is interos ing to
note.that this organization in a resolution in 1934 rocommonded the abror.
gation of thg Washington Treaty*

As has boon said, hojrc5is evidence that in he. years immediately pre-
cading Ifeiy 194.0 his' socio y..operated more as a group of members in the
Lnitod States than aa a branch of the homo society. Another Fedgral Agency
states that ,rGgulart members paid a foe of $25, and that ,supportingn mem-
bers paid 150« No montion is made of regular racotings of Kair*un Kyokai in

3 e
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this couri ry, and he only reference to officers is tha which refers to he
nomination of a chairman, vice-chairman, and secretary at the.general meet-
ming he.d in Ma)11940 to discuss formation of the Bsikoku Shibu (Aiaorioan
Branch), A celebratior, of ,Kaigun Kinombi (Navy Day) had boon, sponsored la-
this organization before that time, however, in 1939 and the:announccmont of
this celebration requested ho mGnbors eattending to .~car the mGinbGrship
badges This same announcement of he.celobra ion of .Jlayj?- Day on the ann.i-
vgrsary of the .battle of Tsushima reminds the reader ha this day.”is re-
nemberod in Japanese naval history as the decisive- day of victory or defeat
for tho Japanese Empire,” and shows he attitude and central interest of he.
organiza ion as it existed in his country at hat irnej the announcenerit,.
is quoted as follows:

This organization, -ITihon Kaigun Kyokai ( Japa-r
nese Navy Association) of Los Angeles, which has..
-bepn s ruggling o..supp rb the Japanese Navy ancl .
maritime affairs of Japan, is .schoduied o0.0.b-
serve llavy Day on \?ay .27, 1939+ The members are
mindful of he fact ham the expansion of Japa-
ness national strength is mostly dependent upon
he sea. Thus this occasion is very impor an;te
At the Kaigun Kjrokai lloiibu in Japan, hey will
celebrate. his day, and will think of Admiral

Togo.

At he tiftie of this Navy B:.y celebration, the following newspap.er statement-
¥ras .made concerning he status of he organization a that time:

The office . oil le Los Angeles Kaxg,un. Kyokai is

the residence of Takashi (Ko) Furuzawa (3 Weller .
Streot, .Business transactions, of.tlis. prganizg-

ion and.assistanccr.rendered o tho various mein-
ib.ers of the, organization are \>3;ing;.hand!ed ms.in-

ly. by Hrse Furuzawa= The mombership of the or-
ganization am prcseri is abowrfc 200, and sometime

ago the following four Japanese. coritri“*nrbod
.¥1,000 each: = Yaemon Minami, .Setsuo Are,tani,
Susurau Hasuikg, mand Takashi Fw«ruzawa.' It has N
been roport™*d that in-the near future these four
#persons ill,rece.ivo..a-purple:, dscoration through

the. Japanese Conyulaee..in recognition oS their
moritori.ous conduct..'

.In y 1940, ho”eyer,: the members., .in the..Uiiited:Si:a:ti(38. 0i° N.ihori Kaigun
Kyokai held a generalmee ing . which Mrs. Furuzawa mmadg a- 'statement.rogardr
ing tho wishes and requests of the Kaigun Kyokai Honbuj'as a'result of he
discussion which fo.ll0wed .the group unanimously .agreed upon., the establish-
ment of Beikoku Shibu.,, and 15 executive comraitt.ee me™nbers and .50: organsz,ing

tee .members. iwprQ.elpcytcjdi The. £ & ‘s.ta y.s.o.f he.orgsxnizatipn;iil tos
Angslos priop this tiraG is clouded, how ver, tho fact th”-t a previous
contribu.tio:*,spnti.n.iWw *st'l1839.was.'a”that.tim (*i 3 oiWedassent:.:by: Teik”
Kaigun Kyokai Beikoku Shibu (imperial Navy Association Amorican Erc.nch)e

—4 —
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In this connection, the Rafu Shimpo Year Book for 1940-41 states in a bio-
graphical sketch of Dr. Furuzav/a that uin 1938f at tha request of Nihon
Kaigun®Kyokai, Dr. Furuzavra helped the compatriots understand the objectives
of this organization. His. w ife ,1™0 had been enthusiastic in patriotic
activities, also carapaigned for the r-acruiting of members with successful
results. The inaugviral meeting of the branch organization w ill be hblu in
he. near .future This i em streng hens the impression that « he branch or-
oQlllzsition 3s such did noti! 6xis"b in Los Angelos bQfoFG 1940" siltliouph inGiri.l
bers v/iere active in that aroa. and an office existed in tho Furuzawasl rooi-
dence. Another Federal Agoncy substantiates this material and adds tho fo l-
lowing; the organization of Kaigun Kyoka,i in this country Was begun in 1938
at the suggostion of tho headquarters in. Tolryo and after consultation with
merabors of Sakura Kai in Los Angeles in the course of the ensuing mGiriber;
ship drive, publications were circulated and araoimts variously “iven as
v25,000 and ¥25,000 were sent to tho headquarters by July 1940 further dis-
tribution of literature was considered uimise because of strained relation-
ships between'Japan and the United States, and for the samo reason in Harch
1941 it was " decided that the Mihon Kaigun Kyokai should not be formed in
t;Kis ooun'fcry until int;ema'fcionaX O00lldi'bions ijnprovt*d; rocords oT the org*3niza-
ion were sunt for safekeeping to the room of a Comander in the Imperial
Japanese Navy, where they were found in June- 1941.

As can be seen, ho Furuzawas wer3 very active in the affairs and prog-
ress ol Kaxgun Kyokai in Southern California® and in the eventual foraation

of B3ilcoku Shibu of the organization. Dr. Takashi'Furuzcava, in addition to
his in eres .in this organisation, was in 194.0 chairman of the .board of dir-
ectors of M siji Kai Nanka Shibu (Meiji. Society Son.ta”rn California Branch),
and was interested in 'Buddhist and home-tie activities. His wife, Sachiko
(Yukiko) Furugawa, was organizer and for ovor en,/ears president of Daishi
Kyokai Fujin Kai (Daishi Buddhist,Church Women®s Socioty), organizer in 1925
of Nanka Fujin Kai Renmei (Southern California Woraenls Federation), and ex-
tremely active'in making coinforting nissioris to the Imperial 'Array and in on-
couraging contributions .for .rel-iof. and patriotic savings. Hor biography
in the directory quoted abavo,states, "Since 19X9 she has boon active in
welcoming Imperial Navy special seryic©. vessels and training, squadrons, and

was beloved by. all: the Japanese navy, personnel as the mother of tho navy.l
In-Aprill938, whilo.en ro.uto- to visit the vfar mounded in China, Mrs. Furuzawa
was one of a group> r. . ts of honor a a dinner givon by he? I'Javy Minis er

at his o fficial rosidence, a rare honor v/hich was accorded her because of
he activities. ring tho visits, of- navy officers 'and men in Los An”olos
which had earned her-the oognomon Mai/fun no Obasan, n litorally
as "Gi-andmother of tho Havy. This sourco mentions also that she at that
time made a round .of hps.pital isi s and n3lewed friendships wi h Navy o ffi-
CO.IS *
g , /;' ms

Other members of Kaigun Kyokai in Southern California were

predominan ly lIssei, thos who had. served in the . Japanose ITavy/ and others

intorosted in h3.'.n a vy .'. Fluruza'vfais activity in the orgtmiza ion suggests
that women as well as mon may have had -some type of raemborship in this group,

and this as-sujrip.tion is,supported -by other FoderaX Agencies. Officers and
prominent members'many.of, whQmre subsoqusntly inteVnad, were active also

5
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in such organizations as Meiji Kai, Rafu Nihonjin Kai (L9S Angoles Jap”oGc
Association), Chuo Nihonjin Kai (Contra! Japanese Association)® Dai Nippon
Butoku Kai (Groat Japan Lfilitary Virtu© Socioty), Nanlca Nihongo Galcuen

Kyokai (Japanese Language School Associatipn of Sou hem California), and.
various orgmiza ions i intcarosts cGiiterod about Buddhist and. Shin 0 ac-
tivities, and sumo (vfrsstling), and home-tie affiliations. Vnmr of

these, organizations arc knovm O be patriotic in nature, and all of thorn
were composod chiefly of Iss3i. and rGpresorrbed important forces in the Japa-
nese comnunity* Among hose activo in founding the . Kai*un Kyokai in Los
Angeles was Dr. Ajiki Amano, secretary of tha Los Angelos Sakura Kai (Cherry
Blossom Society), another ; organization reputedly interested in the affairs
of ho Japanese Navy.

A ctivities of Kaigun Kyokai in this country, both before and faftqr the
actual formation of the Beikoku Shibu, centerod about the Japanese.NaY5> the'
celebration of Navy Day, commemoration of Admiral Togo, en grtaimnGnt . of
visiting officers, and other related activities. The following .are among
lie knovm activities of this group:

1« Rafu Kai.gun Kyokai (Los Angeles Navy Association)
sponsored celebra ion of Navy Day on Ifey 27 19,39
" with over 100 present, "them ajority of whom were mem-

bers of Sakura Kai, The program included singing
Kimigayo (Japanese National An hem)j silervfc eprayer
for he vie ory’of, a lecture by Conniancler

Uchxda on the Battle of the Japan Sea of ¥jxy 27,

1905 and congratulatory -remarks by he Japanese

Consul* _The second par.t of the program consisted of
nervte;rfcainment3 :rela ed 0 th.e emergency” a moving

picture titled Togo Gensui (Admiral Togo) and the

....... pending of .a.congratqgla ory elegmam by Kaigun Kyokai

. 0 Yo.naij» Minister of t-he .Navy.

2+ Kaigun Kyokai sent, representa iv.es, in company with

those of Daish3. Fujin:Kai and Texkoku Gunjin, Dan

(imperial M litary Reservistsl Corps), to . meet:.Ad”

\Y miral Osumi and his party upon their arrival in Los
Mgeles in November 1939, ...

m 3» Nihon Kaigun-Kyokails Los Angeles office ur*od its
members, to attend the liewYear®*s Yohai Shiki (Emperor

mWorshipping Ceremony) O be held January:1 .1940

t .abm he Cc>risplls residence , .. m
4+ Kaigun Kyokai in A prill940 sent-", a- representatiYc
"who burned incense at a Buddhist dea ch. for .a

deceased member of the organization*
5* Eokubei Nihon Kaigun Kyokai (North American Japanese
,Navy AssoG.iation) sent Q telegram to both the Japa-
.nese Navy fMinister -and. to Kaigun Kyokai. Honbu in.
mJapan on he ..occasion . of\Japanese avy Day in May ]
1940, reading as follovrs; '
. "Th,e members .of. Kaigun Kyokai in this place, at elided
the 35th anniversary celebration of our ITavy pay, an
the deck of the practice ship Srino. v/hioh is in San
Pedro Harbor a the presen time* At the meeting all

6
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of US deeply commemorated the great work of Admiral
.Togo and expressed our sincere gratitude to our Im_
perial Navy*”

6. At a meeting In August 1940, sponsored by ChuoNihon-
jin Kai and Rafu Ilihonjin Kai, to which presidents
of district -Nihonjin ICai and representatives of Kai-
gun Kyokai, Gunyu Dan (M ilitary Friends Corps),
Fu.jin Renmei (Yfomen”™ Loague), and newspaper men
ewore invited, a"discussion was: plannsd of thb prob-
lems of the presGri situa ion and of a memorial gift
to the Emperor for he 2600th Anniversary.

ClorTbribu ions xuade by this organisation were apparently infroquent; out;
sizeable, and were customarily sent by way of iiile Sumitomo Bank in Los Angeles
to the Kaigim Kyokai Honbu in Japan. On some occasions the money vms circcilr-
icallv des.igna Qd .for "the War* Relief* Fund, and on o hsrs. no such
definite statement was made. There is also reoordod 0110 contribution sent
directly to the Japanese Navy Department for war relief in Japan, The folr-
lo'vwwing amoun'fcs ars reprssen.'fcQ.'tive of 'thos© SGnt "through tho Sumi"bot(iom Bank
for such purposes:

1* In February 1939, Kaigun Kjrokai sent 549 to Kai
Kyokai in Japan*

2, In March 1939, Kaigun Kyokai- sent [247 0 Kaigun
Kyokai in Japan for Japanese War Relief Fund.

3. In August 1939, Teilcolcii Kaigun Kyobi Beikolcu 3'ilbu
sent ¥3,919.71 to Kaigun Kyokai in Japan for Japa-

nese War Relief Fund*
4. In Oc ober 1939, Kaigun Kyokai son 1246.50 to he

Japanese Nwvy .Depar meivb for war relief in Japan.

5, In Juno 1940, Kaigun Kyokai Hokuboi Shibu (Navy As-
sociation Nortti iUnorica. Branch) sent ¥2,100 to Kai- ~
gun Kyokai Honbu in Japan.

In addition to the contributions noted above, contributions to Kaigun Kyokai
wore apparently nmcido on occasion by individuals# lja the two instances on
record of such contributions, the form of the donation suggests that it v/as
inade to the Kaigun Kyokai Honbu in Japan> though definite information on this
point Is lacking. In November 1933, Kakuo Tanaka contributed ¥1,000 to Kai-
gun Kyokai "bhrough the Sumitomo Bankj this same individual had pia,v,i usly
contributed a liko amount for comforting families affected by the Sino-Japa-
nese conflict. Similarly, in May 1940 a rich farmer of Huntington Beach
contributed ¥1,000 nin Japanese mori0yn to the Kaigun Kyokai.

Summary

This is an organization wi.th hoadquartors in Japan and branches thor
and in other places wiiere large numbers of Japaneso have settled. Tho only
knowii branch in this country wis in Los Angolos, whc?ro ifc cxppo.ren.'tly Gxistsd

M7 =
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originally as a group of members * of he. organization in Japan, gradually
Aving terwurd fornia iou of an. ac ual branch in his country until lixy 1940
Mh8n he Bei.koku. Shibu was .organized in Los Angeles, Members in his coim ry
vigrg predominant:ly Issei who had formerly served in he Japanoso Navy or who
woro spocia-l.ly 'in s.rested..in its ac.tivi ios and welfare, and '"worg prominent
in o her patriotic . .JapanosG organizations in his country. .Activities of
he organization here centered .about celebration of Japanese Havy Dav. entor-
ainmen of. visiting. naval officers and nen, and sending of contributions
for war relief to ICaigurj. ICyokai Hoiibu. Tho close connoction in iritores and
sympathy be #een .this organiza ion in Japan and the Japanese Navy Department,

its membership, and i s ’ciGtivi ies in he United' States all point o tho
conclusion, that it and its mombors were patriotic o the homoland and closely
allied in fooling her point of view and tho furtherance mf her military

aims in tho es ablishmen of. a Now Order in Asia.
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Headquarters Western Defense Command Presidio of* San Francisco
Civil Affairs Division . . May 194-5
Research Branch

Japanese Organizations in the United States

: . . HOKOKU KAl
(Service to the Country Society)

In times of emergency Japan has always called upon her people abroad as
well as those at home to help tl e Fatherland, With the outbreak of the Sino-
Japanese war in 19 3 7 and.ydth he .anticipation of its : probable length, a
determined organized effort was made in America to aid he homeland* The
heretofore bi-t-or-miss contribuxions were not sufficient for this great need
and consequently a movement grew ut> to assure Japan of dependable-contribu-
tions for at least the duration of her great "Sacred War”. This Dlan famil-
iarly known as the SYSTEWVIATIC SERVICS TO JAPAN MOVASNTjWas.the real impetus
behind the organizing of a number of groups in America, The plan and what

it stood for, was of primary pumose; the organ!zatian'S but a'means to that
end -Hokoku Kai pan oe so classified*.

Hokoku Kai(Service to the Country Society) was an organization primar-
ily concerned with establishing the Choki Kenkin (Long-term Contribution)
system in America o0 assure regular financial aid to Japan during the Sino-

Japanese conflict. The cUvStomary rate was fl.OO per month per member. The
San Diego organization of this name, founded June 29,193 was the first
Hokoku Kai in America functio'ning during the current emergoncy. There ylere

I~ other societies bearing the same name,having the same purpose and follow -
ing the same general program* 17 were *located in California, mainly in the
Southern part, and one was located in New? York City, Available information
in most cases i?,limited simply to their contributions. There is no material
to indicate that' these sma er groups worked, with or through the San Diego
Kokoku Kai, but it may be assllmed that they all deve oped .from the same im-
pulse and at about the same time f

Membership in these 1? societies was apparently ervn to all and tot.Jrd
approximately- 1,250. Knov;n contributions from a |l Hokoku Kai amounted to'an
estimated $10,000,00 and ¥2,200>00 and traveled the same general course”that
is: to the Japanese Army and Navy Relief Fvmds through the Japanese Consuls
in Los Angeles and San Francisco, the Japanese Embassy in Washington, B.C*,
the Chuo Nihonjin Ife.i (Central Japanese Association) of Southern California
and the Yokohama Specie and Sumitomo Banks in Los. Angeles or Sacramento.

The six largest 'groiip3? all located, in Southern California, were, in

(over)
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this order: San Diego with a membership of around 700 according to another
Federal Agency; and Central Imperial Valley, Hanford, Norv/alk, San Fernando
Valley, and Glendale with an average membership for each society of around
100. The remaining Hokoku Kai, identified in most cases, OllI7 by their name
and their contributions can be grouped in the following manner to show their
approximate sizes: South Imperial Valley,Dominguez Hill,Southern California,
New York City and Lomita-W alteria each averaging around O members; and Bur-
bank, Davidson C ity Downey, Taisho D istrict near Sacramento and Compton
each averaging a membership around 20* |In Gilroy and South Pasadena the ex-
tent of membership could not be determined,

San Diet Hokoku Kai

. VA

An examination of the prospectus and activities of the San Diego so-
ciety may serve as a pattern for the other Kokoku Kai groups. Its spirit is
expressed in these closing words of the. textlof the prospectus: f We have

organized Hokoku Kai in order to revive and to express our great- national
spirit,to. contribute money for the support of our country,even small amounts
to shov/ our sincerity of heart in a small degree* Me challenge our countr’r-
men whose, hea-rts.are burning with Datriotism to join this movement in sup™
port of our Fatherland, and to do their, duty as Japanese subjectsThe
three principles thereupon set out as representative of the Hokoku Kai aims
mwere:

1* To be conscious of the present emergency of our Fatherland
and to support our nation by contributing moneyf A

2, To be. conscious of the financial depression in the United
States and to be industrious and frugal thus shov/ing the
true spirit of the. Yamato ra.ce, .

3. To promote friendship between Japan and America. Every
Japanese..should realize he is a diplomatic envoy of Japan.

Another Federal Agency augments these aims with the follov/ing two:
A, To conduct memorial services for sons of Japanese Nation-
als in the United States who v;ere killed fighting for Ja-

pan.

5. To aid. Japan in the Holy task of reviving the Asiatic
sphere.

This agency also mentions that a women's auxiliary was. formed,known as Hoko-
ku Fujm Kai, (Service to the Country Women's Society) to aid .in this work.

RESTRICTED'



RESTRICTED

No information vias found in Civil Affairs Division Library to >substantiate
this, It is interesting to note that the San Diego Hokokn Kai, at its inau-
guration, received a "greeting message", from Heimusha Kai, (Society of Men
Eligible for Military Service)es This gesture v/ias decided upon at the Hcimn-
sha'Kai Representativesl Conference held in June 1938,

The rulevS and regulations of.San Diego Hokoku Kai set out the organisa-
tionls name, purpose, type (committee system) and contribution plan,the let-
ter to consist of $1.00 monthly donations from regular members and a miniinum
of $.25 for supporting members* Special contributions of any size v;ere v;el-
comed. There vias to be no relationship vdth any religious or political
groups and the expenses of operating ?/ere to be raei®* by special contributions
or by the officers, '

The published activities of the San Piego group were limited and the
emphasis vtas placed first of.all on contributions of money and comfort bags*
Committee meetings appear o have been held annually for* the.rmrpose of Dre—
senting the treasurer's report, 'On one occasion a committee was sent to the
Los Angeles Consulate to ask Consul Ota to send funds to Japan. Joining with
Kenjin Kai (Prefecture Society) (Wakayama) (San Diego) Hokoku Kai sent a
congratulatory telegpam to newly elected Foreign Minister,Admiral Kichisabu-
ro Nomm*a,and received from him in return a panel inscribed in Ms own hand-
¥riting, bearing the words "Hokoku Kaifv It v/ias decided to send a letter of
gratitude to Admiral Nomura along with a copy of the very patriotic Hokoku
Kai March Song/ Mr. Tsuneshi Chino, an outstanding figure in the group,
represented Hokoku Kai. at the 2600th annivei®*sary celebration in Tokyo and
thru him the society sent gifts of fruit to the Emperor. ...

There is a preponderance of evidence in the report of another Federal
Agency, however, denoting the enthusiastic and extensive hospitality shown
by San Diego Hokoku Kai to visiting Army and Navy men. il "thank-you note"
from one Japanese Navy Commander was addressed in English to the San Diego
Nihonjin Kai(Japanese Association)with an additional address, in Japanese,
to Hokoku Kai. It raay®be of interest to note that this information points
out that each time a Japanese ship would touch this United States port, a
different commanding o fficer would be in. charge; and further,in one instance
at least, although the ship vas an oil tanker, a regular Navy officer was in
command. Besides this activity, the report in question included these fur-
ther accomplishments of Hokoku Kai of San Diego (quoting in p art) the
sending of congratulatory telegrams to military authorities when Canton and
other cities in China fe Il to the Japanese Army;recordation and phonographic
reproduction and distribution of records”; memorial services in honor of de--
ceased soldiers; and visits to relatives of dec-isas®d soldiers to extend sym-'
pathy,

No data was found in the Civil Affairs' Division material sho"Tilng the
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extent of membership of the San Diego Hokoku Kai, but another Federal Agency
states that a committee of 100 was nominated at the inception of the society
and over 3 members ¥/ere secured.- 4-12 names are listed as evidence of the
large membership. This infom ation further points out that all contributors
were recognized as members from the date of their first contributions;there-
fore contributors and.ihembers were identical. It is interesting to note that
this same source gives a list of 32 officers of Hokoku Kai, San Diego, and
points ou-t that all these men ¥ere either interned or were being considered
for internment in 194.2, Their overall information leads them to identify
Hokoku Kai, San Diego, as a subversive organizatione

The minute books of the San Diego Nihonjin Kai, confiscated and trans-
lated by another Federal Agency, tells of the determined but unsuccessful
attempt made by that organization to persuade Hokoku Kai to merge with them

in the Choki Kenkin movement. It is indicated that this failure vjas due to
factional disputes, to Mr. Chinols personal ambitions, and to political dif-
ferences . Regardless of the reason, the merger did not materialize and an-

other report of the same Federal Agency reveals the information that the Ni-
honjin Kai promoted the contribution plan through its own newly-formed Aiko-
ku Kenkin Kai (P atriotic Contributions Society), In the minute -books re-
ferred to above, -it is further indicated that the Chuo Nihonjin Kai of
Southern California tried to promote through th” various Nihonjin Kai a com-
bined effort to support Japan, but this was not accomplished.

Whereas most Hokojcu Kai were apparently' organized independently .by
groups of Japanese vdshing to subscribe, to the Choki Kenkin plan of aiding
Japan, four were definitely founded by other Japanese societies* These in-
cluded :

(1) Lomita-W alteria Hokoku Kai was organized at a meeting called
by Sangyo Kumiai(Producers* Association) and attended rep-
resentatives of various Japanese organizations. A Il contribu-
tions went directly to the Chuo Nih'onjin Kai of' Southern Cal-
ifornia,

(2) Central Imperial Valley Hokoku Kai was formed by the Nihonjin
Kai of that area* Remittance likewise was made to the Chuo
Nihonjin Kai of Southern California,

(3) In Gilroy, Hokoku Kai was originally a branch of Heimusha Kai
with merely a name .change in January 1941*

(4) The Nihonjin Kai of Los Angeles resolved to form an Kokoku
Kai embracing the Japanese of Southern California, and. at v
their direction the Niho,njin Kai of South Pasadena organized
the South Pasadena Hokoku Kai for the express purpose of ex-
ecuting a Choki Kenkin plan among the residents of that com-
munity,
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It may be interesting to note that three other smaller Hokoku Kai, namely,
South Imperial Valley, Buffbank and Compton, contributed only thru..the.Chu
Nihonjin Kai in the first case, and thru the Nihonj3n Kai oT Los Angeles in
the latter two.
Appraisal of Total Contributions of'Each GrouD
$ 2 .60 Burbank 735.00 Lomita-W alteria
159.00 Compton 45.BO New York City, New York
-129.00 Centra Imperial Valley 2,256.75 Norwalk
2 4.00 Davidson City =7/D © sSan Diego
9S0.00 Dominguez Hill z# © San Fernando Valley
215.00 Downey o 8 Ssouthern California
Gilroy © South Imperial Valley
| 1,100,00 Glendale South Pasadena
¥ 1,4.00.00 329.50 Taisho District (Sacramento)
Z.2B.10 Hanford

It may be assumed

that the totals arrived

at enr contributions fall

far short of the actual money probably contributed, since the period of do-
na,ting under the Cboki Kenkin plan of $1t00 per month per member covered
about 3C months (August 193B to Febmary 1941).and source material not

comnlete, Hanford, for
four months contribution; yet
ing the Hanford Hokoku Kai that
Japanese War Relief Fund
the Central Imperial Valley group had
above contribution representvS but one
area, sponsors of this Hokolcu Kai and
tribution of almost $2,500.00 for a
interest alone it is observed that a

timated total membership of 1,250 for

this

30 months would amount to $37,5
figures.
SUMMARY

Hokoku Kai was the name chosen

Southern California around 193?

by aiding the Fatherland financially

War, They all subscribed to the Choki
tomary rate of $1.00 per member per month,
for Army and Navy Relief Funds.

—more than triple

Total membershit) approximated 1,250

example, with an approximate membership of 100, has
known contributions of only $4.28,00 which ordinariljr would represent
it was noted

about
in the one article found discuss-*
society nhag contributed money for the

since the beginning "of the China IncidentAlso

an estimated membership of ICO and the
nonth Fhereas the Nihonjin Kai of this
their Ghoki Kenkin plan, claims a con-
single.year, 1937-39, As a matter of
total contribution computed on the es-
the approximate period- of donation of
that shown by available

by IP societies organized mainly in

xrere determined to show their patriotism

for the duration of the Sino-Japanese
Kenkin plan and incorporated the cus-
this money to be sent to Japan
and
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total contributions are estimated at $10,000 and ¥2,2CC, San Diego Hokoku
Kai, %he largest and most active group, is considered by another Federal
Agency as subversive, Whereas the majority of Hokoku Kai groups were organ-
ized independently, four were sponsored and formed by other already estab-
lished Japanese societies ¢ .

The knovh financial aid given hj those groups under a specific, method-
ical plan is important primarily because this'pro gram,the SYSTEIIA-TIC SERVICE
T0 JAPAN MOVEMENT, was but another device of the Japanese nation to imbue
a Il Japanese people with a sens™ of sacred responsibility to the Fatherland.
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Headquarters Western Defense Command Presidio of San Francisco
Civil Affairs Division Mav 194.5
Research 'Branch

Japanese Organizations in the United States

SHOWVA RAl |
(Showa Society)

Showa Kai are societies named for the era of the present Emr>eror of Ja-
pan, In our records we find mention of four obviously unrelated societies
located in Lodi,Glendale, Monmouth and Brighton, California using this name.
There is also a Shoxva Kai in Japan, which our information has shown to be
one of the political parties in Japan, corresponding to the Republican or
Democratic party here but we have no facts on which to base a beliefthat
the first mentioned four societies have any relation to the society in Ja-
pan <

Showa Kai in Glendale made one contritmtion of $4.51.QC to the Japanese
Vfer Relief Fund in 1937, through the Nihonjin Kai (Japanese Association) of
Los Angeles. No fur her information is available at this time as to either
the purpose or any other activities of this society.

In 1941 the Lodi Showa Kai voted to change its name from Showa Kai to
Chochiku Kumiai (Saving Guild) because of nnew regulations,n At tbe same
time it urged its members to .enlarge the association by saving more money

each month and to keep the savings in the association for a period of five
years. It is known that savings guilds such as tl"is v/ere a part of a planned

patriotic campaign formulated by the Yokohama Specie Bank late in 19 in
cooperation with the Jat>anes@ Home O ffice, to. improve the Japanese In 'rna-
tiona,l currency situation. Such savings guilds w ill be a part of a later

digest, and this brief mention is made here only because of its possible
connection to the Lodi Showa Kai name change. As to activities, the organi-
zation had a bank record showing a single, contribution of 27*35 to the Ja-
panese Navy Department in 1939. No other Japanese.mar effort contributions
have been found, but there is a reference concerning special recognition
having been accorded to contributors to the society for some unstated r/ar-

N _ t 19, , €e_ s a
the purpose of “elevating the <character of Japanese residents; for mutual
benefit; and to aid mutual friendship.” It acted as the administrative and

supporting agency for the Japanese ljan*uage School in that area, aDDointing

(over)
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the teachers, maintaining the building and playground, and handling the fi-

nancial affairs of the school. In 194-1? the society apparently changed its
name to Kyowa Kai (Mutual Harmon®/- or Coordination Association), and contin-
ued its old functions under the new name. This assmption is based on the

fact that the Japanese sdirectories prior to 1941 listed Showa Kai in con-
junction with the Japanese Language School,y/bile ths 1941 Directory did not
list Showa Kai, in its place was Kyowa Kai, ?dth the same address and phone
nmber as. Shov/a Kai had used previously.

The 194.1 Nichibei Directory (Japanese- erican) listed one other Showa
Kai, located, m Brighton, and with the same address as the Japanese Language
School there. It may have acted in a similar capacity for the Japanese
Language School in Brighton as the. Showa Kai did in Monmouth.

SUMMARY
Since it Is obvious from the foregoing information that the only thing

these societies had in common v/as the name, Showa Kai, any over-all summary

of activities is not necessary* Each society record is a summary within it-
self.

-2
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Headquarters Western Defense Command Presidio of San Francisco
Civrl Affairs Division May;..19<5
Research Branch

Japanese Organizations in the United States

SUMO
(Japanese W restling)

HISTORY AND BaCKGROUND:

According to the Japanese, ,fThe Japanese spirit is found in budo (m ili-
tary way) and budo is the same as ,the Japanese s pirit.*l The fundamental
purpose of 13do is spiritual training and the discipline of mind and body;
the practical means wused to so indoctrinate youth is the teaching of the
% artial arts™.~."tbe traditional Japanese sports of kendo (fencing), judo,
surao (wrestling), lomdo (archery) and ba.jutsu (horsemanship)* Of these five,
sumo is perhaps the most characteristically Japaneset This fact is emi)ha-
sifed in a passage from the text of a Tourist Library Pamphlet, published by

the Japanese Government Rail?/ays, The statement, said to have been made in
the course of a lecture on morals by Sigetake SUGIURA, tutor to His Majesty
the Emperor, then Cro\m Prince, is as follov/s: nOf all sports in Japan,
sumo is the inost unique, the like of vihich is not found anywhere else in the
world. It is for this reason that the s”ort is called a national sport...,.
Sumo is practiced by all classes throughout the country,,.*as a medium of
physical training and development,” The pamphlet went on to say that since
this was the only lecture on sports or ibe military arts under a separate
heading, it showed that Mr? Sugiura thought smo tbe most representative

national sport in Ja-“an.

Sumo is primitive in- character, and since its origin, has been associa-
ted v:ith the railitarir arts. Because of this, and because of its very age, it
is considered by some to be tbe basis of tbe Japanese military arts. Funda-
mentally, tbe objective of the siBioist is not merely to become an expert in
the techniques, hut rather it is the ~training of the mind .and heart, the
cultivation of a vigorous spirit and the development of the body.ll Over and
alcove the differences in technique, sumo is distinguished from western wres-
tling by the ‘'espiritual elementThis spiritual element has undergone a
natural, course of development;practices “ere first obsei*ved because they had

= (over)
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become traditional and ?/ere mere fonnaldties,then they were set up as rules,
and finally, they became a force, dominating and inspiring the sumo field.
The concepts embodied in this force came to be known as surnodo, the "way of
thewrestlerl, a clear, righteous and valiar®t state of mindll, and as such,
it is one of the more important constituents of the Japanese spirit, Sxmo
itse If is but concrete expression of that, force.

The v”ord, sumo, is translated from the original Chinese characters; the
Japanized forin is soboku, but it is .seldom used® Several other ¥ords, kaku-

chikarakiyohi and chikarakurabe® all of which with slight variations
mean ~“comparing of strengthwere at times used with reference to sumo, be-
cause in its earliest stages it vjas thought to be the only st) rt 7bicb actu*-
ally did compare strength. Eventually, however, the teirfi" ,,sumo, became gen-
erally accepted*

The earliest history of sumo is found in mythology \thicb records a bout
or strength contest between t?/o Japanese, one of divine race, and the other
of common race. The divine race demanded surrender of the 1 nd of the com-
mon race, and tlie latter refused. A cballenge was issued for a contest of
strength, and in the match Yifhich fo Il T/ed, the divine race was triumphant;
the common race surrendered its land and'unity ?/as achieved,This establishes
the birth of s q at the same tim6 as the birth of the Japanese Empire.
Factual bistory, as written in Ko.jlki (Ancient Matters) in S AD, records the
first.sumo match in the year 29 BC,

Originally,sumo matches were violent affairs and ended with the defeat-
ed surrendering completely or being killed* For a time it was banned because
of" this; but it wap, later :r vivrd? and such practices v/ere abandoned as
Mruel and savageO. Sumo passed thru a st&.ge of development until nit be-
came a m ilitary art, practiced by m ilitarj men in the time of peace to pre-
pare for war emergency,n *

Early sumo performed for the most part at festivals and exhiMtions
\Vihich viere dedicated to deities as offerings and at which prayers v/ere said
asking divine protection. It was then that the fundamentals of the various
religious cerempnies and ritual connected with sumo Yere formulated. All
thru its history, Emperors have ,bonored* swio fcy their nressenee at exhibi-
tions and by their patronage. Under Emperor Syomu (12A-7A9), the Smo Festi-
val in July was one of the three most irn-nortant events in the Imperial Court,
ranking along 'vdth the Archery Festival an the Mounted Archery Festival
Erapsror Nirniyo (333-S50) proclaimed in an.”dict* that the "W restling (Sumo)
Festival i-s not only an occasion for mere amusement,but the most approDriate

observance oflthe development cf the military strength of the nation Other
Emperors made the festivals court functions. In 1930 and 1931, on tlie occa-
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sion of the Imperial Birthday, members of the Nippon Sumo Kyokai (Japan
Wrestling Association)were invited to the Palace to present v/restling bouts,
showing that His Imperial Majesty was "interested in suwno and graciously
disposed to encourage it,M In any event, the mere presence of an Emperor
was an inspiration to the smoists, and this active interest is said by one
writer to have had an important effect in the awakening of the people to the
necessity of preserving their national characteristics of which sumo is rep-
resentative*

During the latter part of- the Keian period (7B4--11974), in the days of
the-beginnings of the Samurai, smo was used in man to man fights to defeat
the enemy at the fighting front. The Samurai practiced sumo as a m ilitary
virtue and performed it on the . occasion of the ceremonies at shrines and at
other festivals. At the time, it more nearly approximated modern judo than
present day sumo, but it embodied elements of both, With the advent of the
Tokugawa Period (the Shogunate) about 1600, the semratdon of the two took
place. The Japanese x?ere looking for methods whereby they could overcome a
larger, stronger enemj; and the techniques involved in judo, in v/hicb an ad-
versary used the superior strength of an opponent to his own advantage, ?7Ere
developed from actual battle experiences as being peculiarljr suited to men
of small stature. Judo-was retained by the Samurai v/ho studied and perfected
its military aspects for use in battles, Sithio grew to be more of a.sport
and amusement, performed by men of great physical strength and stature who
depended solely upon their o”n strength* Sumo and Judo attained a high state
of development in this era (1622-1685) and a history of the time, Matters of
M ilitary Families, emphasizes the importance 'of both a/s m ilitary arts.

Shortly after the separation of sumo and judo, and with the rise of
sumo as a sport rather than a means of battle defense, the manner of exhibi-
ting s-umoists changed. What was known as Kanjin (Oollections for Pious
Causes) sumo developed. This period saw the beginnings of the XanJin-moto
(One Who Orm Sumoists)who arranged professional matches v/ith other sumoists;
some for profit, and some as benefits, the proceeds of vhich ?/ere used to
support temples, shrines and worthy causes, Kg-n.jin sumo, also called nbene”
fit sumo”, is likened in one source of information to our present day social
welfare work, and the "benefit enterprise was said to be "an expression of
the ancient religious faith of the nation*n Under Kan.jin sumo, contests were
held either in January or May; and the ranks of the participants were deter-
mined by their showing in these tournaments. During this nsw age of stono,
men y;ho Y/ere physical giants and well trained in the art of ?;restling chal-"
lenged one another to gain fame as great smoists, They, as experts, trained
young aspirants and promoted exhibitions, Swio then became a spectator
sport, and for the participants, a profession. The first professional match
licensed by the government was in Edo (later known as Tokyo) in 1630* VJith
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the establislunent of a ringl about 1570, in which the exhibitions were per-
formed, sumo assumed a form closely allied to what it is todayf

Originally Kan.jin sumo ?/as perfonhed in Kyoto and Osaka,but eventually,
during the Edo era, Edo became the sumo center, and smo >Yas not considered

o-zurao (grand sumo) unless it vias performed there. The highest sumo rank,
Yokozima¢ was conferred onljr on Edo smdists. In 1909, Kokngi. Kan, the wres-
tling arena in Tokyo, was built, and ever since, all important matches and

tournaments have taken place there, *

For nany years, siimo in Japan s almost strictly a professional sport;
few if any amateurs took part. Of lato, however,' general interest in the
sport, quite aside from mere spectator in .ei>est, has been growing. Sumo bu
(v~restling divisions) have been added to high school, college and university
curricii a; . and though a course in snmo is not yei compulsory as is a course
in either kendo or judo, nevertheless, the practice is becoming more Y/ide-
spread. among all'classes of people, particular® those who do not intend to
make it. a' pro‘fession,’ The feeling among some writers is that this stilnula-
tion of interest was started ‘"by the government to counteract the "foreign
influence,r of Western sports by emphasizing a sport, admittedly the national
sport of Japan, which is as basically Japanese in character as smo is. The
follov:in0 gquotation by Kozo Hikoyama, Yritten in Japan in 194-0 illustrates
the growth of interest in sioiflo. °With the growing Domlarity of the sport,
sumo has become recognized practically and scientifically by the average
Japanese, particularly by members, of the Imperial. Army and Nav?/, various or-
ganizations of young men, students, and industrial v rkcrs as an effective
inedim for the proper spiritual physical development of the race. This ten-
dency has been vdsely guided by those interests with the result that the
value of sumo as a part, of the phjvSiCv?l training has "become evident in every
aspect of Japanese national life .”’

RITUAL AND STAGING:

The presentation of a sumo match involves much ritual '/bich;ha.s devel-
oped along with the sport and which, for the most m rt, has a religious sig-
nificance to the participants, The stage or ring, which corresponds to a
western pestling ring,is called a dohvo®o (place of straw bales of earth),
or simple a dohyo. The front of the ring is at the north and faces south, a
placement originating from the position of tbe Emperor. The ring originally
consisted of a circle within a circle, but in modern days, the outer circle

has become a square. The space hetY/een the gquare and tbe inner circle is
covered with sand, and a contestant on touching the sand kn FS immediately
that he is out of the ring and -so has lost the match. The bales vMch are

placed around the ring represent the signs of the zodiac and tbe months of

-4 . -

RESTRICTED



RESTRICTED

the year. The ring is canopied by ornate .roofing, which is modeled after
one of the pure Shinto buildings,and it is upheld by four posts representing
the four seasons of the year and the four corners of earth and heaven, (This
latter symbol dates from the days when the earth was believed to "e fla't
The entire structure and its symbolisms are religious expressions of the
Japanese as an agricultural race, deifying the four seasons and praying for
favorable weather to produce an abundant harvest. Divine protection was
sought by dedicating sumo to the gods, and for the m rticim nts, the match
takes on a religious irapor ance over and above the mere winning of a victor
ry. For this reason, t"e ring is considered, sacred ground, nthe holy prer
cinct of a religious festival,u and the greatest feature of svimo, from the
Japanese standpoint, is uthe harmonious blending of the profound ro3igi6].i5
sense of courtwith the whole-hearted struggle,l

The path leading to the doh”o is called Hana-Micbi (Flower Road), and
at one time both sides of it Y7”ere strewn Fith flowers, The dohvo-iri (cerer
mon;/ of entry to the ring) is performed by the most proficient siimoists, ex"
cept those of the very highest rank of Yokozuna, The ceremony,is ..accompanied
hj much clapping of hands and stamping of feet by the participants, and sig7
nifies that all v/restlers scheduled to compete are presentt For it, ornate,
aprons are worn covering the v/restlor's costme of a simple loin cloth. The
Yokozuna sumoists have a separate rite to perform, They are the only ones
who are allowed to wear the sacred white rope., emblem of Musubi®no-Kami,
(Guardian Gods of Production), and their entry into the ring with this rope
around the waists, combines tie ritual.,symbolic of prayer, oath-taking and
spiritual power with which swno is to be performed? ritb a demonstration of
the basic iorms of wrestling> presented as a means of ~dispelling evil spir?-
its and defilement

Other accompaniments to the snnio match are the water buckets, placed at
the eastern and western sides, which are provided for the washing of hands
and the gargling done before the match, both o™ which are signs of purifica”-
tion; and the salt v/hich is sprinkled in the ring by tlie contestants as a
further sign of purification. Incidentally, they also consider this salt
sprinkling a safety measure should any open wounds be caused by falls

The regular match lasts only one round,a custom traced back to the days
when the loser either unconditionally surrendered or was killed, Should the
match extend beyond a given period of time, the presiding nmpire separates
the contestants for the ."taking of water*” The sumoists’ seconds observe' the
formal etiquette of offering the water to the opponents first, then to tbeir
own principals, after v/hioh the sumoists are returned to their former po-.
sitions and the bout continues, A match ends v/hen a contestant steps outside
the ring, or any part of his body above the knee touches the ground, Tbe
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loser retires from the ring, and the' victor remains to receive the decision.
Unon leaving, he offers a drink, of water and a piece of rice paper .to tlie
next contestant on his side. The whole bout can take 15 or 20 minutes, or
just a few seconds, but it usuallj?- lasts two or three minutes. In accord
with historical precedent, theorizes are a bow for those in Ozeki rank, a
bow's ring for Sekiwaki rank, and .a fan for Koinusubi rank.

Vsiiith the start of professional, sumo, the contests ran for seven days,
later it was ten, but since the building of Kokugi Kan, have lasted 11
days. The final day, now the day for making awards and presenting thechal-
lenge flag, was originally called Senehuraku (Eternal ioy - or Joy for a
Thousand Autumns) and was the time when I-umitori-shiki (Ceremony of the War-
rior) was held.

BANKS AND QUALIFICATIONS:.

The rank of- he sumoist can be to some extent determined the manner
in which the hair is dressed. There are three types.: the most elaborate or
e-gtyo-ma.ge for those of first rank down to junior grade; a sireriler manner
or lcuri-mage,for freshmen or sophomore grade; and a plain queue,or tjon-ma®“e
for the novice.- The t. p-krx ts are not only tradition, but are said to give
a "“nicelproportion to the body and cUvShion the head in a fall.n

‘. n aVv .t
Young men-desiring to be professional smoists become pupils of retired
professionals ¥ho are members of Nippon Siimo Kyokai, |f they are under 20
years of age, the qualifications are tlat they must be and weigh .1$2

pounds, and if .older, they must be $,7f and weigh-16B pounds* The novice
receives promotions in rank as his proficiency is shown in .the Grand Tourna-
ment. *

The vyo.ii,or referee trains from his youth in. a manner somewhat, similar
to..that of the smoistsf but he needs no special height or weight qualifica-
tions . According to ancient custom, they always assumsd the name of Shiga
or Yoshiaa, the two families v/ho were the original sumo r.eferees. The lat-

ter name is s till used today, though not very.frequently. The.position is.

ranked, grades being distinguished by the color of the strings attached to
the Hafar fansJ which the referee carries as he announces .the -"bouts, The
lovier grades of referees into, the ring barefooted, the higher grades are
allowed to \rear cotton stockings, and the top three grades 'may: we”r fresh
straw s3.ndlos and carry a wooden sword,

, The smoists are divided generally into t*o classes: Malm-sita -or Sejc-
ond Rank, and Maku-no-uti or First Rank. .Between the two,ls a groiip. ca. led
Zyiiryo composed of all those who are eligible to go from Second Rank to First
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Rank. The within-rank grades from lowest to highest are as follows:
Maku-sita (Second Rank Sumoists)
Mae-zumo (Preparatory grade.)

Hontyu (Second Preparatory grade)

Zyo-no-kuti (Freshman grade)

Zyo-nidan (Sophomore grade)
Sandan-rae (Junior Grade)
Nidan-me (Senior grade)

Zyuiro (Those eligible to be First Rank)

Maku-no~uti (First- Rank Sumoists)

Mae”asira ' .

San-yakii (Include within this title the
three ranking smoists; within 1
this rank are these grades in
ascending order, Ozeki- Sekiwa®i
and Komusubi)

Yokozima (Highest rank of all sumo; may be
vacant if none are qualified to fill it.

p
TYPES'OF SIMO:

Aside from the most common tyr)e of sumo.contest performed for public
exhibition either as an amateur or professional performance,there are others
which were given less frequently and for SDecific purposes. Those knov.Ti are
given here vdth a brief explanation as to tjrpe. " Gishiki Simo (Ritual or
Ceremonia Wrestling) was what, the name defines it to be, and was not for
public exhibition. Kan.jl Sumo (Service to God Vifrestling) was -performed in
front of a shrine whenever a festival or ceremony was held. In rural dis-
tricts .-this iras called Miya Sumo (Shrine Wrestling) and to some extent it is
s till being, perfomed today. -Mimae' Sumo (in front of His Highness Wrestling)

comiTL . In the Shogunate era, (and wa3 exhibited only at the. pn],ice of tge
feudal lords, A second name for this was Shogun-j_oran Sumo, (Wrestling for
Imperial Ifispection) . Tenran Smo (Sumo for His Majesty” Inspection) as the
name' says, was performed especially for the Emperor. '

GRAND TOURNAMENT AW OTHER EVENTS:

Throughout its development, there have always been festivals in connec-
tion with sumo matches. The best known in. Japan today is the Grand Tourna-
ment by the professional smioists. It is held twice yearly, the Haru-Bas”
(Spring Event) in Januarj® and the Natsu-Bas”o (Sxjmmer E>/ent) in“May, The
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events are considered somewhat of a religious type of festival, and so the
more than 1000 members of Nippon Sumo Kyokai, or Dai Nippon Smo Kyokai as
it is sometimes called,who participate, dedicate the Tournaments to the gods
and pray for a good harvest. It is on the basis of their performances at
these events that the ranks of sumoists are determined, raised or | T/rred,
Since the income of the professional suinoist depends upon the ability he
displays, the tournament is of utmost importance* The donation of a trophy
cup to the association by His Imperial Majesty as a means of encouraging the
national SDort, has intensified the efforts of the sumoists to make a good
showing. In addition,the participants are competing for a trophy c\"p present
by Prince-Kava-no-Mi/a, a championship medal given by the Minister of Educa-
tion and a Championship flag from the Minister of Welfare.

At the completion of the summer tournament, the smoists divide into
groups and go on ""barnstorming” tours either to outlying cities or provinces
or abroad. It is customary for a group of professional smoists to give an
exhibition at Yasukuni Shrine in Tokyo at its snring and autumn festivals
held in honor of the spirits of war heroes.

There are three other tournaments of note, and these are amateur pex*-
forraances, participated in mainly b? students and promoted by two of the
leading nevjspapers in Japan, The National High School Students Wrestling
Tournament in Tokyo is sponsored by Tokyo Asahd Shin'bun in September; a con-
test of the same name in October and a National Students Vfrestling Tourna-
ment in November, both in Osaka, are sponsored by the Osaka Daily Newsf

An annual exhibition is held each November in the outer garden of Meini
Shrine, at its National Athletic Meet, sponsored "by the Ministry of Welfare,
and commemorating the life and work of Emperor byfeonsoling his august
spiritTbe trophy cup 'for this was donated by the' Minister of Home Affairs.
Since 1939 the professional smoists have been dedicating the game to the
shrine independently of this meet,and in commenting on'that fact, one writer
says that nsumo has wonderfully developed as a national sport of Japan.t,.it
may ' iuritly" bo regarded as a symbol of our national progress,®

SUMO IN THE UNITED STATES:

"Sumo, one of the national sports indispensable to the Japanese people
is prevailing throughout North America v/ith the idea of cultivating the
Japanese spirit and character, rather than for amusement and sportsmanship
Indeed the spirit of sumo is one of the greatest contributions toward the
way of leading the Japanese youth,t These .statements®' ere made by the Japa-
nese in Zaibei Nihonjin Shi (History of the Japanese in America) and te |l
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more than lengthy explanation could,the purpose of the various organizations
sponsoring smio in this .country.

Sumo was the first introduced here in 1907 when a party of champions
from Japan put on an exhibition for Theodore Roosevelt, From that time on,
for about ten years, before any permanent organization had been established,,
various groups of sumoists from Japan came and held exhibitions here. The
sport %iras welcomed as kendo (fencing) and iudo had been, for the three v/ere
considered “expressions of strong mental Dower." In 1915, the first. Simo
Kyokai (Wrestling Association) \ms organized by a fev/ promoters in San Fran-
cisco, and it then arranged contests and exhibitions between teams of the
mainland and Hawaiie Thereafter, similar sumo groups were formed at Sacra-
mento, San Jose,Fresno, Los Angeles, San Pedro and Burbank, and "by 1925, he
Los Angeles group, Smo-KjT-okai of Southern California (later Beikoku Sumo
Kyokai) had grown to be the central organization for sumo activities in
America, .

In January 1927, Totchigiyaiua, the head champion of Japan, and Nakoda
came to America to teach young sumoists, Their presence encouraged the plan
for training Nisei through sirao; and made for a close connection of the
associations here with Nippon Smo Kyokai in Tokyo, the leading sumo organi*-
zation of Japan and the one which retained the traditional rules of the
sport. A fter these men had returned to Japan; other chaiftpions came, and as
groups, remained one or two years, teaching and giving exhibitions. Through
their teaching and guidance, sumo in America became "genuine sumo*M

This statement about ugenuine stjuiol probably refers to the .fact that
s"'umo, without the inclusion of the formalities and ritual (described sepa-
rately) is considered nirlregu ar sumon and as such is condemnod by rinte Ili-
gent p'eople v/ho observe clue etiquette and practice only regular sumoe’ Sub-

stanx-iating evidence . for the fact that sumo.as taught in erica was tradi-
tional smo is found in the history of the Sumo Kyokai in Southern Califor-
nia v/ritten hj one of its former presidents,. He described the sport as

having "been originally “the flower of chivalry” but developed in Japan m th
a tendency toward professionalism and neg ectmf that original spirit* He
~"ent on to say, however, 'that sumo as introduced in America was "original
smon based on student morale and not professionallsmr

The pivot points of sumo activities in their respective areas v/ere the
Seinen Sumo Renmei (Xoung Peoplels T?restling League) in Spcraraento and the
Beikoku Sumo Kyokai (American Wrestling Association)in Los Angeles, ’'Between
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them, they had nearly 1000 members, the majority of vMch wrre Nisei and Ki-
bei. The officers of the organizations ho?;ever, were Issei men, and it is

worth taking time to consider the type of men who headed these societies,

N The o fficial referee of alll sijino in America, Teisulce Takahashi of Sac-
rajnent.o \7as licsnsod in Japg.n at. Nippon Sihuo K”okai, Hg vias a Fian proininG2rt
in Togo Kai (Togo Society), a society knovm to be patriotic to Japan, and
Kanjo Kai(Sword Society), a Japanese veterans organization, and he v/as in -
terned at the beginning of the iirar. The leader of the NivSCi siomo excursion
trips to Japan (to be described later) was Dr. Ajika Amano, who held offices
in"Butoku Kai (Dai Nippon) (M ilitary Virtue Society) of Japan),Judo Yudansha
Kai,(Classified Judoers* League), Nichibei Ko* r Kaisha (Japanese-American
Theater*Company, and Saloxra Kai (Cherry Blossom Society) 'in Los Angeles,
mentioning but a fev', In addition, he received a decprcit.ion from Prince
Chicbibu for his efforts in America,

Of the five officers of Seinen Sumo Renmei whose activities it v/as'pos®-
sible to .identify, three are interned and one has asked for- reDa-triation*
Their activities included officerships in Butoku Kai, Hexmusha Kai (Society
of Men Eligible for Military Duty), Bukkyo Kai (Buddhist Church), Ken.iin Kai
(Prefecture Society), and Nihonjin Kai (Jewanese Association)*

The pattern of the activities of the officers of Beikoku Sixmo Kyokai
shows”that almost ?dthout exception they were active participants, in Shinto
organisations, and. that they held offices in Butoku Kai, Judo Yudansha Kai,
Nicliibei Kogyo Kaisha, M eiji Kai (Meiji Society), Nihon Bunka. K*rokai (Japa-
nese Cultural Society), Konjin Kai, aRi Ni*onjin Kai, In addition they were
active in the promotion and support of ..tbe Japanese Ilanguage Schools, and
made contributions individually to Japanese war effort funds. A gpot' check,
reveals th”~.t the majority of them are either-internees or parolees, and that
a few have requested repatriation, ,

' Seinen S o Renmei of Central California, organized fir6t in 1927, ms
reorganized in June 1936 under the sponsorship of Taiiku Kyokai (Physical
Educatipn Society) of SacrtHiient.0, and it bocame th© S6in©n Swuno Ronnioi of
Northern California, The participating smoists had been divided into nAH
and nB,y groups. Those in the group r/ere older and used to somewhat dif-
ferent techniques;so the nev/ league Tvas composed only of group of young-
er sumoists. |Its officers, s till the older men, included a rresident, vice-
president, three auditors, and a referee, Teisuke Takahashi, mentioned pre-
viously as the o fficial referee for all America* EesidevS these, there v;ere
at least two supervisors and directors from each of the surrounding dis”
tricts within the league's jurisdiction: Stockton, Isleton, Courtland, Elk
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Grove, Vacaville, Yfoodland, and Sacramento,

It is pertinent at this time to note that Taiiku Kyokaireferred to
above as the association-which reorganized the.. Seinen Sumo Renmei, also had
mwithin it a .judo bu.(judo branch) * Information concerning its other inter-
ests consists of reference to its having aided,., along with Kanjo ,Kai, the
Sacramento Nihonjin Kai in its comfort bag collection, and having made sever-
al contributions averaging about ?B5 to the Japanese Army and 'Navv Depart-
ments ,War Relief Ddvisions, from money earned by sponsoring Japanese movi-es,

The first contest under the new organization Tas held in July 1937 at
Sacramento. Competition was for a trophy given by the Nichibei Newrs (Japa-
nese-American News)* Sixteen more contests were held, between that date and
March 194-0, at i/hic.h time the New World Sun 40nated a new cpp to the league#
In 1937, a smio shonen (under 16 years of age) division was organized and
the members took part in the vardous contests sponsored by the Seinen Reruriei,

Beikoku Sumo Kyokai, as mentioned above, was the real headquarters for
srno activities in America. The first attempt to organise it was made in
19 B, but interest had not been sufficiently aroused, and so it failed, A
second attempt about 1923.was more successful, and as Nanka Suiho Kyokai
(Southern California Vfrestling Association),the.organisation was established
under the direction of the”m 3V influential people for'the purpose of stimu”
lating our young peoplels education and morale, and for the promotion, of
mutual friendship,M The dues were f)10 a year and officers included a riresi-
dent, two vice-presidents, tv/ treasurers and thrde auditors. The associa
tion hoped to work for more friendly Japanese-American reltiiions, using an

eX n al ne , ,

kendo and judo organizations, the Japanese Chamber of Commerce and Industry
and the Japanese Association in a movement to back the proposed Cho,iin-Take-
moto flight, to Japan; but the major activity of Beikoku Sumo Kyokai, aside
from the nnrnerous contests it sponsored, in this country, was the, Dromoting
of ken”aku dan or tours for the Nisei smoists to Jar)anT The first of these
was in 1937, backed by the Tokyo Nicbi Nichi and the Osaka Mainichi, two dm?
portant newspapers in Japan* The fares of the smoists were paid by Beikoku
Sumo Kyokai, and the groups* leader was Dr. Amano (previously mentioned) f
Ten Nisei v:er6 picked after elimination contests were held ~ with, aspirants
from as far north'as Fresno participating,. While in Japfin, the ean expected
to hold matches- v/ith high -school and university squads., and ,bv;ith those of
the Kure and Yokosuka Naval -Bases, They, also planncid to visit Korea and
Manchukuo, :

In the newspaper reference recounting the details of one of the elim-
ination matchea * specific mention is made of the ~centiiry old customsMwhich
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viere followed,.the referee was'dressed in o fficial robes, the Dohyo-iri Tith
the accompanying stamping of feet was- enacted, and salt was sprinkled over
the floor of the ring for purification. The prizes given v/ere a shoyu bar-
rel (soy sauce) and a box of udon (Japanese macaroni),

Evidence is such as to lead to the assianption that within the jurisdic-
tion of Beikoku Sumo Kyokai there werelsumo organizations in San Gabriel, EI
Monte, Venice, Montebello, Orange .Co\mty, San Pedro and Gardena Valley, but
there is specific information concerning only the last three. The San Pedro
organization was a division of the Seinen Kai (Youth Society) known as the
Sumo Bu. (Wrestling Division),and was organized as sue} in 1924 to nencourage
physical education and to stimulate morale,.H Aside from a snecial contest,
nThe Festival of the Tides of the Beach¥, held to commemorate a successful
fishing year,its activities all.appear to have been in conjunction uith Bei-
koku Sumo Kyokai. In Gardena Valley, the Sumo Kj*okai ms established nfor
training of Nisei mentally and and uas noted in 193?%.as an or-
ganization, not long established, hut with a firm foundation,v Seinen Sumo.
Kyokai of Orange County T/as.organized in 1939 as the result of interest
stimulated by several exhibitions which had )>een held in the area. 10llng
people iere the main officers j parents and mnstrue toi-s +ere the advisors and
councillors,

The Taiiku Kai of Fresno is assiimed as being also mthin the iurisdic-
tion of Beikoku. Sumo Kj*okai. It was p society'interested in all spoi"ts, but
maintaining, a special sumo bu Ydth its own indi'ddual officers. The asis
for the ass-umption is tha,t the elimination contest held prior to the kengaku
dan included smoists from, as feir north as Fresno,but the lack of sufficient
information does not' allow establishing a pos5.tive connection between the
two.

The. close relationship of Beikoku Sumo . Kyokai and Seinen Sumo Henmei
with NiriDon Sumo Kjrokai, first established- Tochifiyama came to America
to coach, was maintained throughout the years. Besides an exchange of teams
for exhibitions," individual Nisei v/iere chosen to be sent to Nippon Smo Kyo-
kai to' train. One of these, Masahi Tsuteimoto was #he only Nisei listed as a
champion in the Tokyo organization; another, Kiyoshi Obata, was chosen by
Tochigiyama to be his secretary while he' was in Japan. '

GompetitL,.ons were held -..yearly between the teams of the Nor.thern and
Southern' regions for a challenge flag which had been donated by Nippon Sumo .
Kyokai. Aside from this North and South eoirmetition, since 1915, there feve
been n-uraerous barnstorming teams from universities and high schools *in Japan
which came here to hold matches Kitii the local teams. Less frequent vere
matches"held vdth the crews of the visiting Japanese-Naw ships. The first .
of these of which we have a record v/iao in 1924, v/hen a contest v/as held vdth
the crew of the special training fleet anchored in Los Angeles; another uas
in 1927 against the creT7 of the Imperial Battleship, Tama. Later matches
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are n to have beengheld in 1937,193B, and 1939 Tdth the crevs of Japa-

]
the Northv/est section of” our country, but only one source giving such inform
raaticn is available to date * That speaks of a young menls siomo contest in
1937, held in Seattle and sponsored by the Japanese-American Weekly Courier,
v/ith cups donated by the North American Times,the Great Northern Daily Nev/s,
and the Seattle Japanese Chamber of Commerce, Snmoists from Fife . Y”hite
River, and Seattle, all in Washington, competed.

There are one or tMo interesting sideliphtvS to the general snmo Picture
that are deserving of at least passing consxaeration for what they may be
worth» First there is the fact that it is sometimes difficult to identify

just who the sumoists really are, for even as.actors do, they assume "stage
names” which they wuse for their ring activities. Then there is the fact
that both' in this country and in Japan, the Japanese newspapers exhibited
what ~rnild appear to bo a more than usual interest in smo activities, This
does not. refeiv to .the matter of publicity for rather to the fre-
quency ivitb which they sponsored tournaments and. donated trophy cups® and to
the backing of such actiyiti'evS as the Nisei kengaku dan,

SUMMARY

Siimo is considered the national st) rt of Japan and has since its origin
been the object of both interest and patronage by the emperors. During its
early history it was the sport of the military ¢ ass and it was, and s till
is today, one of the Japanese m ilitaiy arts* I'lie development of the tech-
nigues of the sport was accompanied by the'development of dttrnd mt re li-

gious ritual 3yD.bolism and ceremony and the spirit of the n?ay of the vircs”
tie r’

Sumo in Japan ms originall.7 a violent sport,, usually resulting in
death for the defeated, nd for this reason at one point in its history, it
was banned. It was later revived, this time almost 53jely as a professional
sport, tnrt s till v/itli the original corernony and symbolism. Of late, its
popularity, under government stimulus, has been ever increasing, noi- only as
a spectator sport, but more particularly in the schools and amaitur. fie d as
a means of physicas and mental training*

In evaluating. sumo activity in the United Statos, it is important to
keep in mind these points; the acceptance of it as one of the basic military/
arts of Japan, a part of the concept of budo; the-religious ritual and cere-
mony involved in the staging of a match; the emDhasis placed upon it as a
symbol of national progress in japan; the .achievements hoped, for by its in-
troduction to the Nisei; and the evident nro-Japanese interests of tbe men
viho assumed the leadership of sumo in America f

(over)
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Headquarters Western Defense Cornmnd, .Presidio of San Francisco
Civil /iffairs D.i\rision : \ April 1945
Research Branch .

JMpane's'e Or~tnizafions ..in th.e Uni ed States...

L-oe H,INOVAI?Q KA
v ' (Rising Sun Society)

n,.:.. -
% AL .. 1

The Hinomaru Kai (Rising Sun Society) was an orr;aris?l - n na-ioc]
for he national symbol of Japan, he Rising:Spiiu and: pare ieularly for
that symbol as it' appears characteristically on the Japanese national
flag which is kno'.vn popularly as tHinomaruM(Sun Flag) in the same sense
in -wdiich our flag,is called nStars and Stripes «n Our. records do no ..|ll*
dicate . $ existence of any organization in Japan*to which he groups
bearing .this naine in the United S ates' have any direc relationship*

Active organizations of his.name ar _known to have' existed in
Seattle and Tacoma,'YiTashington* Although their activities show a great
degree of similarity, and their names are identical, there is no ev-
idence of coopera ion between thess two organizations or* ha thev con-
sidered themselves branches of an .orgianigation' having a common head-
quarters s The List of Japanese Organizations Abroad published by the
Japanese Foreign Depar men .in. _1932 1lis s Hinomaru gai in Seattle, and
in the. column reserved for roumrks has nHojin Zaigo Gunjin .DanM (.Japa-
nese M ilitary Reserve. Corps)j similarly, the History of the Japanese in
America, published in 1940, mentions the Seattle Hinonaru Kai as one of
the organizations thore organized Th a particular group of people, and
follows it,s nam8 in. brackets Vvdth nZaigo Gunjin Danll (Japanese M ilitary
Reservo Corps)j this ..indicates he probability.. that hoy belonged to
the military reservists* cons ellation of organiz~®®idns, zaieo gun.jin
being a general term for. Ar*iy and Navy men not iii, active servicee The
only other ;organizemion kncnm orTthe Pacific Coast-, bearing this name
was one recordedl. in. esHalnu Gr*ove> C alifornia as ssnding contributions
through he Sumitomo Bank; no further information is known about this
group..

"The" date of fonr.atj.on of th"so organizations is not c6r ain, .but

Tacoma :HinomanA Kai. men i.tpns ..hav.ing its e Foundation Amiive~rsary
in January 1940, which Vv-ould plaop Its inception in Janua-ry®» 1935. The
Hinoinaru Kai in Seattle is mentioned in the List of Japanese Orefiniga-r
ions Abroad as early as 1932, and the boots* of he Seattle
group have entries beginning in 1933 with records of two “special 6T
bersMwho paid duos Qf 50 . Entries .continug for duas .in .amounts of
50 75 and until 1941, after which no further entries have been

(over)
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found. No fur her references were mde to type of membership af er he
above-mentioned entries. Both organizations obviously were or*ard.”ed

long before the beginning in 1937 of the Sino-Japanese Incident.”

e Th© nuiribsr of* irionibors -in  Seja'bfcd© in 1932 was 73, and no :la er
figures are available* The Tacoria. organiza.'fcioii had 50 WOllbers listed,
in January 1938* Officers and prominent llembers of the organizations
in both Taconia and Seattle ivero middle-aged Issei men, prominen'fc in
such other activities os local Nihonjin Kai (Japanese A'ssocia'fcions),
Hokubei Butoku K-ai (North American M ilitary Virtue Society), Koen Kai
(Supporting Societies) of Japanese Language Schools, and various Kenjin
Lai (Prefecbur®© Societies) and Kaigai Kyokai- (Overseas Associations) of
the localities in Japan from v”iich they had come* Membership lists of
the Tacoma group give for ©aoh member his former residence in Japan and
$he name of he n9/val:base. ir army division in which he had seen service
in his home country, which strengthens the impression that this was a
veteransl organization. Officers-, included president,, secretary% treas-
urer®, and committeo members* In Tacoma, there were also references to
various numbers of building duty officers and assistant officers, seven
of each be.ijig elected in 1938* Regular meetings with business and
treasurerls reports, and llgwt Year celebrations were held the first of
each year, and special meetings as callad*

According to directories of 1936 to 1941, the Seattle organiza-
tion used ths .same address and phone number as a drug company. During
the same period of time, the Tacona group shared the address and tel-
6ph.on© of. D r« H8,Jrua.ki who wvigs in"1"9t36' listiG'd &s bsing in chsirgQ
of .the organization, who apparen'clir. wac its president for the great
part of the period from 1936 to 1941, and T%o in liay 1941 returned "to
Japan.

Usual activities of the Hinomaru Kai centered about the
of New Year celebrations and Emperor Worshipping Ceremonies, and the
sponsoring of lectures, moving-pictures, and stage shows to raise money
for Japanese war- relief and war effort. Geremonios and celebrations
were usually characterized by suchtypical activity items as the follow -

ing:
g R "

1 . Singing of Kimigavo *Japanese National Anthem).

2+ Silent prayer for souls of deceased soldierse

3* Reading of the Imperial Rescript?*

4« Reading of the Imperial Precepts o the Sol-
diers and Sailorsr* = om0 e 3

5« Banzai shouted for Emperor, and for Imperial
Army and Navy,

6« Congra ulatory messages by representatives of

he organiza ion itseli*, .and of local newspapers
and other* organizemionse

The most obviously importan special activiy of ei her of hese
groups noted tvas the vfelcome sponsored by the Hinomaru Kai in Seattle
in DecGinbcr 1938 for L*» Gsnorai Nobufcaksi Shiodsn, th© WBlisiging diroct—
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or of the Imperial Aeronautical Associa ioru Al Hinomaru Kai members
were requested o at end his meeting, at which the general was o]
speak on nJapan Under* "Wkr-time” and nCurrent Events and he Situations
of he European Countries.n On the previous day the general had been
welcomed on his arrival a the station by a ropresentative of Hinomaru
Kai, together with merabers of Mitsui and Mitsubishi Companies# The
significancevof this ac ivi y lies in the sponcorcMp of entertain-
ment of so imporfcari g figure Dy this organiza ion*

Among other* activities sponsored by or par Icipa ed: in by liinomaru
Kai were the following:

1 mn October 1938, the Hinoinaru Kai in ocat'cls
asked d Il members to offer one minute of silent
prayer €0 he sacred spirits of he Japanese
emperors and heroes on the special worshipping
day of the Yasulmni Jinja, the shrine for de-
ceased war heroes*

2+ In February 193" Bukkyo Kosei Kai (Buddhist Re~
birth Society) was assisted by he Tacoma Ilino-
maru Kai in preseri ing a stage shoiv which in-
cluded a three-act traced/ itlod Lallla * of a
M ilrtarvi®atioru

3« The Tacoma Hinomaru Kai sponsored a celebration
in Oc ober 1938 .for the fall of Hankov/, China*

4+ Af er .the cus omé&ry New Year Emperor V/orship-
piiig Ceremony of 1939 the Hinomaru Kai in Se-
a tie intended to make 1111011 jupo (critjical
timQ.s home-front plaiis) for the hird Spring of
he'war*

5. In January 1940, Tacoma Hinomaru Kai celebrated
its own 5 h anni'verdary'and the 2GO00th Anniver-
sary of ' he Japanese Empire,

6+ Hinomaru Kai .in Seattle sponsored a lecture by
the Impsrial AmyComforting Envoy of he Shinto
organization Konk:olrr Kyokai (Konkokyo Church)
in Ifey. .19.39' S . ..

7« At a committee members meeting of the Sea tie
Japanese Chamber of C Mm.erce 0 discuss comfort
bags in August 1937, a member of Einonani Kai
spoke from his Dersoml experience .in stheRusso-
Japanese War on he desire of soldiers for com-
for bagse

Representatives of the Tacoma Hinoinaru Kai pa:rfciciDated in activi-
ties sponsored by he local 1'Tihonjm Kai (Japanese Association) and.
Bukkyo Kai (Buddhis Socie ; ¢« A ceremonies and celebrations held by
Hinomaru Kai, representatives of the Gr*eam Northern Dail News and llorth
American Times sometimes delivered congratula ory messages, and on one
occasion the Japanese: Con'sul is reported O have delivered such a mes-
sage a a meeting of the Seattle organization* The Seattle-Hinoinaru- Kai
customarily held its meetings at the Japap.ese Chamber of Coirmierce* Wi h

—3
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these exceptions, there is little evidence of cooperation betvreen Hino-
maru Kai and other organizationse

Contributions formed.an impor arrfc par of the Hinomaru Kai activi-
ies, and viere as a rule.defini ely 1linked o m he Japanese war effort
or to war reliefe The following 'contxib'uti.on.s.are for
these organisations:

/4 | " b ] 702 ; NV
1 . Tacoma Hinomaru Kai in :October 1938 sent 250,80,
the Drofit of a mcrving-pic ure show, o Japanese
Army-Havy Departments, War Relief Divisions,
through he Consulate*
2+ The iiird .cori ribu ion of he Tacoma group, serrfc
in 1939 through the Consulate, for the Japanese
YiTar Relief Fund, was" C>214.
3* The second drive by Hinomaru Kai in Seattle for
* Choki Kokubo Ken”in (Long-term national Defense

Fund Collection)* netted ¥1,112,62 v*hich was di-

vided and sent to he .Army, and’ Navy Departments

by way of Hieda JJaruj names vrere listed of he

conbribu ors of amounts from $1 to ~10, of which

most gave f 6.
4. Hinomaru Kai of Seattle sent |1S, which the lo-
cal Nihonjin Hall authorities had refused to ac-

cep , 6 Japan for comfor ing the Japanese.. Army
and Navye
5 Hinomaru Kai in Yfalnu Grove sent *23 to the

Japanese War Relief Fund in five drafts sent
hrough ‘'he Sumitomo Bank, he last such draft
being sent in July 1941.

Hinomaru Kai is’an organiza ion named for the symbol of he Rising
Sun found on ho Japanese national flag, No headquarters for his or-
ganization is knoMm> birb groups bearing his name were ac ive in Sea tie
and Tacoma, Washington, and another apparen ly existed in Halm Grove,
California. Members were Issei men, and apparently chiefly veterans of
Japanese army or navy servicee Acrbivities centered about patriotic
ceremonies and celebrations and collections of money for Japanese na-
tional defense and for war relief. Membership, activities, and par-
ticularly he nationalistically sjnnbolic name of these organizations all
sugges dat organizations bearing this name were patriotic to -Japan,
and concerned with pronoting her military success and im perialistic
aims in Asia.
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Presidio of San Francisco

Headquarters Western Defense Command
April

Civil Affairs Division
Research Branch

Japanese Organizations in the United States
JUOO OEGiaillZATIONS

JUGO

It is necessary at the out.set to clarify the term, Jvtgo, as it is used
in reference to general activities and specific organizationsT

Jugo is a comparatively new war word v/hich has become wides-oread in use
since the Sino-Japanese Incident. The implications covered this word are
so broad that it has "oecome easily e>iapted to general use as .an all-inclusive
expression, used either' descriptivel/ or standing alone.

The term, Jug,ot is written with two-characters the first .one, JIJ, trains-
lated as firearms or gunsl, and the .second character, GO, may be traiislated,

["behind, rear, "back, or late,. [I'fhile the significant interpretation of Jugo
is eHome the literal translation, behind the , appears to be gesS
orally ciccepted, and w ill "be used,, t-herefore-, in reference to the organi
tions as reviewed in this digest.. '

n* . .
In either acceptance of th”-tTci,nslcation of this terin, it niust "be recog-

nized that Jugo can "be and most fregqiiiejrbly is,: used solely in a descriptive
sen,e: This fact is substantiated in the following titles of “ome Frontl
activities as listed in TENBO (Home ?ront Cbservatioiis), a magazine TDUb—

lished "by the Osaka D &ily News in J%ipan,' I/ '

Jugo wo Mamoru Fujin to Kodomo (Women and Children Wao Defend

the Home Front)

Jugo no Kingyo (Home Front Lator Service) ;

Jugo no Keizai Mondai (Bconomic Problems of theeHome Front)
Jugo no S eiji Hondai (Home Pront P oliticel Problems)

1/ This m~'azine is sent regularly to the "front ..line soldiers

fl.wv.
(over)
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Another magazine which illustrates this point is, JUGO NO MaMOHI (Home Front
Defense), and an article taken from the Hew World Sun further emphasizes the
descriptive use of the vord in the title ,“ugo no SekTsei (Home Front sincer-
ity). Another example is one taken from the North American Times in the,in-
stance of an article with the headlines, Jugo no Hitsu.jiihin.—%Home Front Es-
sential Materials Ceiling Prices Established”—"Further, in an ej-ticle on a
New loar*s Ceremony, the statement is mfde that plans-would be made'as

ji jugon (critical times homo-front plans), Indeed, our own use of the ex-
pression, Homc-Jront,t may be cited as a pareaiel example, for we use it as
a convenient comprehensive vrar word. So it is with its use in Japanese,

JUGO ORa™ZATIONS

Of the 10 Jugo groups formerly listed, in Civil iiffairs Division Resoarch
©onl five have.been identified as actual organizations, aad opie a possiM lity
as such. These are discussed in detail further in this paper* The .other
four have "been dismissed as having existed as organizations, in'view of the
aforesaid explanation of the teirm Jiogo, and its implied meaning as to *rx;tiv-
ity *« These four are

Jugo Kaj (Behind the G-wun Society) (S”n JrEncisco) -el'he title, of
this source reads nlTihon'Maichiini Hanoi ZaiTjei Poho Jugo no
Sekiseill (Loyal Hearts of iimeric?-n Hesident Compatriots 3ehind
the Gun Reflected in Japanese Mrdnland)* It is obvious here
that the term Jugo is used descriptively, r-nd no definite re-
ference. to 'San Francisco is mhide*

2* Jugo Eoen Krd (Behind the Gun Supporting Society) (San Frrjicisco)
a check of the San Francisco address as given here indicates
nothing more th”in the possibility that it was a rooming house.
Further check of.the former tGnrjats reveals no additional infor-
m ation,

3* Jugo TLoen Kai (Behind the Gun Supporting Society) (Ksmeta Mura)
(m mericay Sumitomo Bank and Yokohama Specie Bank of San Francisco
show a contribution of $115 in 1939, OlIDvious conclusion drawn
from roview of tliis inc.tericCL is th.~t "this nionoy Wis sent direcljly
to the Jugo Koen Kai of KtlJietr,. Mur.a, Japan*

Jugo Hailautsu ljiyodan (Behind the (Jun Ifaste U tilization Society)
(Mount Edon) This source is titled »Jugo Sekisei Kaill (Men)
(Loyel Heart Home Front or Behind the Gun Society), vrhich places
this as iDeXonging to thf.t organization there is no reason here
to "believe that c”nother ejid separcite !Jugo™ organization existed
in Mount Men under the name, .Jugo.Eai"butsu Hiyodan,

2
(over)
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On the other hand, the following groups appear to have actually existed
as organizations, and functioned as such

Jugo -HQshl Kai (Behind the Gun Service- Society) (Santa Maria)
Sekisei Kai (Behind the Gm" Bed Mind Society) (lrouni Men)

Jugo KcA "Behind the G-un Society) (Monterey)

Jugo Kai (Behind the Gun Society® (Los 0s)

Jugo Haibutsu Riyodan (Behiiid. the Gun Waste U tilization Society)

(Los -tmgeles)

Jugo Kaj-(Behind the Gun Society) (S”crojaento)

* A study of these Jugo organization leads to these generalizations

1 . -They were established primarily for the purpose of obtaining contribu-
tions for the general Japanese ¥ar E ffortt uid assistance. to. "both the
soldiers and their families.

2. Their-membership was composed of "both men ind ¥(Olnon, iDut mostly middle-
aged Is sei men who had some “relationship” with the military service

either directly or through sympathetic interests™ 2/ foe -
3. ,®iey were closely associated with other organizations throu.gia participa-
tion in“common celebrations, co-sponsorship, and similar activities. In-

cluded in the organizations are
Heimusha Kai (Socigty'of Men Etigiblo for M ilitary Service)

a,

. Hokoku Doshl Kai (Service to the Country Same Hind Society)
c. !'Doshi Kai (Seme Mind Society)

d, Kaigai Kyokai (Overseas dissociation)

e. Ohoki Eenkin Nan (Long Tom ContrilDution Corps)

f, Choki Ailcoku Kenkin (Long Term Contributions” Society), and

- other similar patriotic contribution picoi groups.

g* Jujin Kai (Womenls Society)
k. There wei-e- very likely patterned after, and possibly worked in conjunction
- - .with., those sajne nfined organizations in, Japrji, for -vailable sources sugr-
. gest their activities as having appoo”®red simultaneously* Xr+fornation
, discioses.instejices of separate, contributions iDeing sent to these J*ug
,.societies in the homelo-nd -

’

a. Jugo Hoko Kai (Home Front Service Society) (Fukuoka™JapEm)
#37*
b. Jugo Hoko Zai (Horae Frowt Service Society) (Kushimoto-Japan)

c* Jugo Hoko Kai (Home F”ontService Society) (Tfakayatnor-vTapan)
d» Jugo.Koen ~ai (Home front Supporting Society) (2Tag2no*-Japan)
no.f521*85¢*
‘ 6. Jugo Koen Kai (Home I'ront Supporting Society) (Shizuoka~Ja,pan)
A f. Jugo Hokolcu Kai “Home Front Service to the Country Society)
Hiro shimamJapan)

w Kie word nheimu!, is used here hence the broad translation*

3 ”
(oyer)
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A condensation of each of these organisations as listed a"bove discloses
the following information, Lo »

. JU&O HOSHI 1UI (S A MARIA)

In September of 1938, through the efforts of Keizq Yusa, *new commit—
tees* 2/ of Jugo Hoghi Kal of Santa Maria were selected from the 5U members
v/ho donated monthly contributions to the organization* Thes©'Committees in”

eluded an-.Executive Committee Membe], a Board of Directors,- and a group of
Advisors, ¢« f the eight men listed as officers, all of whom were active in
other Japanese societies, it may be important to note that faur of .them are

parolees,mhree are internees, ”~id one has asked for repatriation to Japan,

Indications are that regriiax annual meetings were held for the eXecti A
of officers. Contri"butions were obtained, mainly, from systematic monthly
donations of individual raemlDers, and the totals of these ranged from $122 to
$3X6. in the long term patriotic contributions forwarded, thru Chuo Nihonjin
Zai (Central Japanese Association) as covering the period-from august' of | a*7
to April of -ighOtJugo Hoshj Kai of Scjata Hr.ria contributed a tot-al of $2,073,
Those contributions vere sent to their dcstiiiation through some a ffiliated
organization, the Chuo Uihonjin ICai, or the Gonsulatc* -

Other eicitivnies particip ed in Ju O Kai of Santa Maria in
elude the'Eniperor -anniversary Ceremony, and.-the co-sponsorship of a sacrifi”

cial ceremony with Heimusha Kai for the wax* deoxi.

On Jciiuary 1 ,'197-1, the regular rjiimal meeting of this orgemization vras
held at the Japanese Language School of Santa Maria, and after a treasurer”
report vias approved rjid the general Easiness report was given, the following
resolutions were passed; R

* 1 . should change the ncjne of Ju”o Hoshi Kai (Santa Marla)' to Hoshi
.Kai (Service Society) (Santa M aria).'W f~
2, ¥e should use the former directors sys¥ejn, such as Chairmen of

v Board of Directors, and nce”“Chairman of Board of Directors
and each district Director shoiold hold the same tv7 offices a
..last'year.

,* 3*."e should pa'y special attention to get newcomers to join this

organization.

We should make this organization as united an organization as
possible.in the Santa Maria district,.and we should plan to keep
order and.'peace.

Hew coom teesf.is .a.direct "transl.atioii; no actual date is given as that
of the original ijace”tioh of this organization, '
b/ It is to be noted here that Jugo Hoshi Kai of Santa Maria, and Jugo Hoshi

of Guadalupe, are one and the same organization.

- 'm r.
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5* i0.1 Japanese residents should cooperate with the same united
spirit due to the present critical situation,. .In other words,
if one man speaks or mcts witKout discretion,- it will reacts
unfavorably against all the Japanese. Therefore, every Japanese
must be careful of him self,.

I « o [} A N [}
In reference to the first of these resolutions, it is evident that the
nam i Ju”o Hoshi Kai v;as changed, at this time to Hoshi Kai, and under this

new title continued its contribution activitiesf

XI. JUOO 3EKISE1 I<>l (BSHILTO TEE CUN BSD MIND SOCIETY)
. AMomTT m m)

Jugo _Sekisei Kai (Behind, the Gun Red Hind Society) in Mount Eden, was
founded under the auspices of the Mount Eden Nihonjin Kai. a group of ™5
people gathered on Iferch 22,1932, for the purpose of establishing an organic
nation which could assist the soldiers irx the. armed forces, and alLso protect
their families. B/ a unanimous vote, the Mount Eden Jugo Sekisoi Kai was
thug formed, with these provisions ,
1. Monthly contributions vrill he collected from each member till

the end of the Sino—Japanese Incident,

2. *Eegular’ memlDers w ill "be men definitely conjaected with military
service, while all 0.Jaer will "be recognized.as lsupportingl members.

3. All "business of the organization vrill be entrusted, to people
who are directly connected vith military service.

U, Ho money w ill "be spent from the contributions for monthly expenses
of tlie organization,

5. There.w ill be a close relationship with the San Francisco
Heimusha Kai, and contributions w ill "oe forvrarded through that
organization,

6. Collections will start immediately, and a generous “homer-frontl

support is, expected*

At a later meeting, held in April of the same year, officers were elec
ted among whom three are now interneese In themeneral dispussion of this
meeting, a decision was made to hold a night of moving pictures at the Asli~

land Jp.panese Language School Hall, and the total profits of this were to be
sent to the fatherland. In this activity, all the Japanese people of the vi-
cinity and surrounding district were expected to participate, iin additional
item of a still later meeting of Jugo Sokisei ICai of Mount Eden revealed a

report on contributions to date from this organization as totalling $2,6 3
Plrrns..were.fornm Xated to particiipcvbe in the dedication of the Y&sukuni Shrine
in honor.of those, killed in action on the "battle front, and a house-to-house

(over)
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collection campaign to raise money tov/ard this end was decided upon. Signif-
icant perhaps, is the fact that the two nen viho gave reports at this meeting,
were Shigeru Uenaka and Shigeto Yamasaki* both of these men now "being on recr-
ord cis having requested repatriation to Japan*

ey R e - M 4. eV o mrw o), v

« T | . | . . Ie. )

Ji“o Kai of Monterey was organized in 1937 by ex-service men living
there, Jlth ga original total mem'bership of cb, initial collection of
$310 was obtained for the Japanese Wax Relief Tund* Little definite informa-
tion Is given on.this -oarticular organization, other than the.m-ention of this
meeting, its having established regulations, election of officers, and loca_
tion of its office to be i*n the Nihonjin Kai Hall, Subsequent newspaper
items tell of .this organization's decision to have eexjh.member pgYy a $10 an-
nual fee, vrhtch mgny was sent to the proper destination through the Japanese
Consulate , General. Additional activities of this group -include sponsoring
moving-*x>icture, shows, dramas, and similar projects, all for .. financial assist-
ance to the Japanese War Efforts

IT. JNGO KAl (LOS iiLTOS) (BEHIHD THE m .SOCIETY)

Available sources fail- to give any definite material on the origin of
this organization as such, but the earliest article states that.rits contri'ou”
tions donated a total of to Japan through the Japanese Consulate General
in San francisco,, in June of 1939* Additional contributions range up to

5 * The only other .fActivity of this Jugo Kai was that of a $5* contril>u~
tion to the Yasukuni Shrine.

V. JWO HiaBUTSU HYO M (LOS "GJILSS)
tBIH IItt) THE Gmi'¥.i8TS UTILIZATIOH SOCIETY)

While no informatioii has been found v/hich given an indication of the
exact dates of the formation of this group,nor any discussion as to its make
up, it is evident that it did ~xist as an organization* The records th”t are
at hand do show that its pattern for contrilmti-ons follow the usual methods
pursued, "by the other Jugo organizations. Through the Sumitowo Bank,' contri-
Imtions from this particular group were forwarded "oy Chuo Hi'honjin Kai to the
Japanese Navy Department to be used specifically for the Navy Belief Fund.

The exact, date of the first meeting is not speciflcalXy given®

(over)
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In this case, the established Jugo Kai of Fukishima Ken in Japan accept*-
ed donations through Kaigs.i K7 kai~T -verseas Association), The source in ti-
mates that some sort of activity would "be attempted, and its offices would
handle the donations, but no further record of a formation of Jugo Ka3 of
Sacramento is found* Therefore, the actual existence of this group is ques-
tionable.

The aforementioned Jugo groups that actually existed as organizations
were active in Southern Ca3.ifornia subsequent to the 8ino-Japanese Incident
p-nd concurrent with similar Jugo groups in Japan, They v/iere composed mostly
of middle-aged Issei men who appear to have had some direct interest in, or
sympathy vdth, military service, While they cooperated with other Japanese
organizations in various ceremonial activities,the main purpose for their ex-
istence vias that of c”ssisting the Japanese War E ffort "by means of financial
aid, which fact portray these groups as being definitely patriotic to the
homeland. Since available newspaper Items seem to have ceased al*out October
of 19M0, it is reasonable to assume that these organizations grad.ucJ.ly became
inactive in thoir original form.
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Japanese Organizations in the United States

im ji kai
Society)

Tfeiji ICai (M eiji Society) was an organization named for Heiji Tenno
(Emperor H eiji), who ruled Japan from 1867 o 1912 .v/ho; is considered by
he Japanese to bo he founder of modern Japan, and who pro.aulgatsd he
famous Imperial Rescript on Education. Tho society viaa founded in Japan
fTo corm(@moras 3 he great work of Lfeijx Eraperor, and to porpe ua @ the
work to glorify the nation and raiman beings, which was the desire of
M eiji Emperor,n and ims referred to as "one of the Japanese peonlels pa-
riotic noyemen s in our Fatherland.n Branchoc in this country have been
i pigg d in throe California cities; San Francisco, Los Angeles, and

| ]

Ghigaku Tanaka, ‘was president and the organization repu edly had 30,000
rneinbers in”® Japan* T.analra himself was 'at that tim<? & prondnon religious
worker in the Nichiren Sect of Buddhism, president of a company publish-
ing a daily neVfspaper, and had beeaian .advoca or*m the national assembly
for. the sotting of a date for c6ll3bra ion as a holiday of Meijise su
(Emperor M eiji’s Birthday Celebration). The Japan-l-knchoukuO roar
stores that i.anaka "in 1881 started propagation of nationalism and has
worked iri hat cause by pen and speech for the past half century found-
ing i patriotic societi.os !Kokuchukail and IM eijikail ir.thG interval*n
In he spring of 1S37 Meiji Kai Honbu in Japan sen Zuimoto Nishiyaina 0
iteierica 0. es ablish Kai Nanka Shibu (M3L31 Society Southern Cali*r
forma Branch), and a campaign was hold among . he Japanese in. ha dis-
rict ‘'which oulninatod in sanding out notices in September 1937 to
potentially interested Japanese in the district.*'..

* The main stated purpose of Heiji Kai ms to follow in tho footsteps
offEmperor Meiji, in tho sense of following his principles and. cachings
Durinp his planning period, his branch was once referred 0 as the
Beikoku Shibu (American Branch) of Meiji Kai in all other rs*ferences
and directories it appears as Nanka Shibu (Sou hern California Branch)e
Repor edly &s .the results of. incossari efl*orbb;y ITishiyama, who had been
sent to America by the. Honbu in Japan,, and by Reverend Shuto of Holcubei
D aijingu Honin (North Ainerica Daijingu Headquarters), the branch in Los
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Angeles was formed on September 5th,1937 at an organize=ion meeting,
with the ac ing Japanese Consul in Los Angeles as honorary branch pres-
ident. 0 her officers, chosen from among hose who had been interested
in forming the branch, included branch presideri , vice-president, treas-
urer, directors, and councilor memberse The recomraenda ion was made at
that time thae dis rio committee members should consist of presidori s
of Nihonjm Kai (Japanese Associa ions) in different districts#

The inaugural meeting of Meiji Kai Nanka Shib~ was held concurrently
wi h .the Meijisetsu Eraperor Meijils Birthday Celebration), on November
3,1937 at ho Nishi Honganji Buddhis Tomple in Los Angeles. Thus the
organization of this branch was completed shor af er h%e bofirming of
the Sino-Japanese Incident;* t is interesting ham ‘if/hile. the inaugural
meeting was held at a Buddhist temple, this so.cie y’s chief organizers
in Southern California included a priest of Hokubei Daijingu Honin
(North Amorica Daijingu Hpadquarters), a Shinto organization, and hat
tho Nanka Shibu shared a Los Angeles address i/vith this Daijingu ‘'Head-
guarters and its affiliated organizations, the Daijingu Fujin Kai, Shojo
Kai., .and .Seinen K.ai (Daijingu Women*s Society, Girls* Society, and Youth
Society)e

In addition to such characteristic cerGmonial-activities as opening
and closing he Emperor*s Picture, receding the Emperor™ Rescript, sing-
ing Kimigayo (Japanese National Anbheiu), and shouting banzai three timos,
the program of the combined Meijise su and inauguration included ho
following distinctive:.featurest

1, Reading of announcement of es ablishmen of Meiji Kai
Nanka Shibu*

2 Reading of oreaniza ionts pledgee~

3* Felicitous remarks by: Consul aj Chigaku Tanaka,
the head' of Meiji Kai in Japan (whoso remarks were'
read for him at his mooting); he presideri mof the
Chuo Nihonjin Kai (Central Japanese Associo, ion)j the
president of Los Angeles Nihonjin Shoko Kaigisho
(Japanese Chamber of Conmerce and Indus ry); president
of Tcikoku Zaigo Gunjin Dan (Imperial Japanese Mil-
itary Reservistsl Corps)j and ropresontative? of va-
rious newspapers.

4 « Tildcoming remarks wero mado by Zuimoto Nishiyama,
the roprosentative of lleiji Kai Honbu, Japane

5. Speech by Consul Ota.

6= Singing of the organization*s song by the audionce.

In a similar fashion, ho formation of the 1Ikeiji Kai Branch was
held simultaneously v/ith mthe celebni ion . of the Ueijisetsu in Suisun,
California in December 1937* The celebra”iontTicludcS bowing toward tho
Meijl Tempig, and addresses by representatives of a large number of
groups, including he Nihonjinlv .i, Bu oleu Kai (Mili ary Virtue Society),
Japanese Consulate- G-onoral, and Foijl Kai Beilcoku Honbu. It seems prob-
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able that the Beikoku llonbu referred o is the San Francisco Branch which
is listed in Japanese directories as M eiji Kai Beikoku Soshibu (M eiji
Society American Head Branch), Soshibu carrying he meaning of he chief
branch in America of a socie y whioh has its headquarters in Japan,

Our only direct reference to a Meiji Kai branch in San Francisco,
aside xom director listings from 1937 to 1941, is in the mention of a
celeBration of the Meijisetsu sponsored by the looal BTeiji Kai in Novem-
ber 1939. A this time the organization v/as sponsoring a showina: of ed-
ucational pictures which had been brought from Japaji ."for he . indoc-*
trination of Uisei and Japanese compatriots in he ilnited States and to
promote friendly relations bet*veen Japan and the United 'states.u One
indirect reference to this branch exists in the s atemeni; liade in Feb-
ruary 1940 by the Togo K7i Shibvt (Togo Society-Branch) in. Sonoma-County
hat hey had begun sponsoring eelebratioii of rieijiss .su even two years
before the San Francisco Keiji Kai started sponsoring it.

The M eiji Kai Nanka Shibu appears to have been the nos active
branch of he organization in .Shis country. Ifembers appear to have con-
sisted chiefly of middle-agr d men, usually Isseij it is possible that
women also may have been members, hough no mention .of h'em has been
found* The Japanese who were active in organizing this branch were men
prominent in such othor local Japanese'activities as thd Nihonjin Shokb
Kaigisho, the Nanka, NihongoeGakuen Kyokai (Japanese Language School As-
sociation of Southern California), llokubei Eutoku Kai (North Ainerioan
111litary Virtue Society), Daijingu Honin (Daijingu Shinto' li*in Shrine),
and Kaigun Kyokai (Kavy .Associd ion), and the same and similar men be-
came officers and prominent members of the organization. Our only rof-
erence to dues was the statemont made in Nov*mbor 1939 ' that/tho annual
dues of his branch were being incroasod to 2 for supporting meiibors,
*5 for regular raembers, and 810 for special members.

During tho early months of 1940 the U eiji Kai Nanlca Shibu oxhibitod
educational movies from' the Nippon Honbu(Headquarters in Japan) to Japa*-
nosG hero for the stated purpose of awakening national consciousness in
Japanese countrymon and |'Tisoi. These pictures were oxh.ibited v/i hout
charge in December 1939 in Spokano, ?jashington and in January 1040 at
Ikrysville, California, Similar movies wgtg exhibited in  Sacramento
abem hrec weeks lamer under Tceiji Kai sponsorship} while there is no
information to indicate which branch sponsored tho showing on this oc-
casion, the tIiniG, location, and films shovm make it seem very probable
that this was part of the same tour which had showed the films in
Spokano and Ifer~rsvills. It is, however, possible that these films were
being shown by the San Francisco Branch. This is the only reference
found to M eiji Kai activities in Sacramonto,

In Febhary 1940 the officers* moeting of |Ib iji Kai Nanka Shibu
decided upon the following projects fors he year:

le« Campaigning for increased membership.
.3
(ovar)
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2+ Project o0 increase the dissemination of edu-
cational WWOvies among the Japanese people*

3, Establishmeri of a lecture department for h3
purpose of pronoting understanding of the Yamato
race, Japanese education, and Japanese spirit.

4, Support for he compilation of the work of M eiji
Emperor in Englishe

5, Organization of a hoshukudan (celebration group)
for the colobration of the 2S00th Anniversary-
under tho sponsorship of Misiji Kai in Japan#

The hoshukudan resolved on became he subject of much planning in
the interval botwsen ho above meeting and he uiQ in September 1940
set for he group to leave for Japane Expenses for those going to Japan
only vrere to bo 7200, with an additional |>50 expenses for those who also
visitod China and Limchuria# The emphasis of he trip was to bo on at-
tending the celebration of the 2600th Annivorsary and on visiting ruins
and famous .historical sconesein Japan. Those who visited Korea, Lfen-
churia, and China were tp visit Imperial.soldiers in thoso places. The
following exerpt quoted from a New World Sun item indicates the spirit
in which he recruiting for the hoshukudan was carried on:

The campaign for the membership for the group is be-
ing star ed already, and 'it' is e'jmocSvd tlva the =
members w ill witness much change in the condi ions,
in Japan since he Sino-Japanese Inciden occurred*
Also it is expected hat the change in the Japanese
peoplels spirit since the Incident should be beyond
the imagination of the Japanese iri his coim ry e The
members of the group w ill see not only Japan, but
also they will visit the reborn China, being accom-
plished by he struggle of he entire Japanese pop-
'ulation for ho maintenance ofpermanent peace in fie
Orien « This coming trip w ill be very mca:iingful for
the understanding'of he .future vrork of he Japanese
inm he United States*

Plans vrero made to make films of he 'activities of he oshukudan to be
used in he fu ure educa ion of he Nissi and to introduce he condi ions
in Japan o he Japanese in this coun ry* The leader mof he group was
the president of Meiji Kai and former president of the Rafu Uihonjin Kai
(Los Angeles Japanese Associaec ion) and was to ake melons, oranges, and
lemons "which had been raised by M eiji Kai members in this country to be
presented to the Japanese Emperor and Empress and. o Ise Shrine, .Lleiji
Shrine, and Yasulami Shrinee The director and reasurer of, the group
was the organization's former secretary and also he representative of
Gunyu Dan (M ilitary Friends Corps) to tho Enpire Jubilee Overseas Ropre-
senta ives Convention being held in Japan at that time.

Other activities of the Heiji Kai llanka Shibu included the follows
ing:

1« Sent a representative who read a congratulatory
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address a he Tenchosetsu (Emperorfs Birthday
Celebration) celebramed tythe Rafu Nihonjm Kai,

2+ Participated in a celebration of Meijisetsu and
a memorial service for Japanese pioneers in Amer-
ica sponsored by the Pioneer Club of LosAngeles*

3« Sent a representative who read a congratulatory
address at Kigense su (Foimda ion Day Celebra-
tion) snonsored by Chuo Nihonjin Kai and Rafu
Uihonjin Kai#

4* Decided in }By 1940 to make and dis ribirte a
cos o those who as”ed for them pictures of th©
Emperor as one of the projects of the year.

In celebrations such as hose men ioned above, his organization
frequeii ly cooperated with such o her local organizations as he Hitiongo
Gakuen Kyokai (Japanese Language School Association), Butolcu Kai, Aikoku
Pujin Kai (P atriotic TYomen® Society), Fujm Rerunei (Womens Lea,*?ye),
Teikoku Gunyxi Dan (Imperial M ilitary Men*s Corps), and representatives
of Buddhist and Christian church leaguese

Gon ribu ions do no anpear o0 have been an important par of the
activities of Meiji Kai as such, members making 'thai-r coirbributions
hrough othe:r organizations to v/hich they belonged* The only references
O contributions by this society are Yokohama Specie and Sumitomo Bank
records of contributions of 1 1957 and ¢58.26 in 1938 to the Japa-
nese Amy Deparbmen , and of $100 in 1939 to the organization itse Ife
In addition,. Zuimo o Nishiyama, he organizer sent from Japan# is known
o have sent (H7 as an individual to Kai Honbu in January 1940*

There existed ill Japan many groups which had in coimnon with this
organization a central interest in Emperor M3ij]i or in the main enance
of the M eiji Jingu (ifeiji Shrine) in Japan. For example, John Paul Reed
in Kokutai rsfers 0 a society of his name in Japan in the following
words:

The number of socie ies has publish popular pat-rict-
ic literature is legion.e++.The president of he?
Meijikax I.feiji Society), consisting partly of taid-
dhis s, published .through he society a message nto
all the people of he ivorld# which is the produc-
ion of ny thinking and researches during these
forty yearsll in which he declares that n~he Japa-
nese national principlesu cons of
the world.M HO la er published a nstudyn ofJapa-
nese Kokutai which is, however, a series of extreme
evangelistic ssrmons on the sut>jec * This society
began its activities in 1932, supported by a fund of
one and one-half million yen given by a wealthy
philanthropist of Kobee

It is possible hat this reference is o0 he organiza ion being consid-
ered heree An organization named M eiji Bunka Kenkyukal (The Mgiji Cult-

n S ibty) ~ —
(over)
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culture of the Era of Nsiji, and published monthlir Mei.ji Bunka .(Fei.ji
Culture); other societies existing in Japan related to the Meipi JinAu
are Meiji Jingu liosan 'Kai (Association for the Hairrbenance.S.ervice of
the.Meiji Shrine) and lleiji Jingu Taiiku Kai (Meiji Shr?ne P*ysica®~ Cult-
ure Association) e ITo relationsfip be Treii hese socioi;ies and Meiji Kai
in this country has appeared* The Heiji Jingu Kai (l.feiji Shrine Society)
existed in Los Angeles and in Ogden, Utah, and in Los Angeles was a
subsidiary of the Beilcoku Shinto Kyol:ai (American Shinto Church); no
practical connection be ween his .society and Jvfeiji Kal in this country
has been found, h'ough hey probably shared an in eres 5n Emporor Meiji
and in his shrine* (For further information on Meiji Jingu Kai, see
digest titled Sh&ntoe)

Suiurnarv

M eiji Kai was- an orp”ni.zas ion "wi h president . and headquarters in
Japan, where i had been foundod to commemorate Emperor H eiji and vvtiere
it was regarded as ono of the Japanese peoplels patriotic .-movomont
Three branches have boon identified in California, of ewhich cn one in
San Francisco a”“Dears to have been the head branch for this country and
he Sou hern California Branch he mos active O fficers and prominent
members ware pr*omineri in other Japanose organizations. .knoiwi to be pa-
trio ic in naturee Activities mceirbereda'bout the cel.3"byomion of pa-
trio ic holidays, dissemina ion .of educational movies and sponsorship.cf a
group o visit Japan at the time of the 2600 h Anniversary .celebration
there* The type of meriiborship-group, the pa tern of he knowi activities
in this country, and the fact tha he socie y was formed & th3. ins iga-
tion of a headauarters in Japan and hat.i was devoted o he principles
of a famous Japanese emperor, all lead o the conclusion that this
organization was patriotic to its membersl Fatherland and concerned with
he success of Japan*s aims in Asia,
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