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100th BATmMIOM HAS FOUGHT ON VIRTUIOLY AU. FRONTS IN ITALY

The J&paiisseAmerican X th Infantry Baitalion, which Recently recei-ved a
citation from Lieutenant General Mark \K Clark* U,E, Ariny® Commanding General of
the Fifth Army, has participated in on Virtually every front established
in the drive through Italy, reports from Fifth Army Headquarters indicate#

Goin”™ into action first in the Naples area, the battalion fought its way
across the Volturno River and the Rapido River, and was in the front lines for 4
days at Cassino. Later it was transferred to the beachhead at Anzio and took part
in the breakthrough to Rome*

Tlie 100th Battalion and the 442nd Regimental Combat Team, of which it is a
part, are composed of Americans of Japanese descent, all of whom volunteered for
service. The majority of the soldiers in the 100th are from the Hawaiian Islands.

The mission for vjhich the battalion was cited was accomplished June 26 and
27 in the vicinity of Belvedere and Sassetta, A stronw German center of
resistance dominated a vital hi*hxvay and impeded the advance of an American
infantry division. In the face of numerically superior forces of Nazi infantry
and field artillery, the battalion fought its way to the defended positions and
completely destroyed the enemy flank position, Kkilling 17S G-ermans, wounding 20,
and capturing 73 in the process*

In ten months of almost continuous fighting only two soldiers of the 100th
Infantry have been captured by the Germans, while the battalion has taken hundreds

of prisoners, killed hundreds more, and destroyed vast quantity of enemy materiel.

More than 1,000 Purple Hearts, 44 Silver Stars, 31 Bronze Stars, nine Dis--
tin~uished Service Crosses and three Legion of Merit medals have been awarded to
members of the unit. Fifteen enlisted men have received battlefield commissions
after displaying outstanding leadership in combat# Amon™ them are two company
commanders; Captain Mitsuygii Fakada. of.2 3 Fern Street, Hoiiolulu, Hawaii, and
Captain Sakee TakahisBl of Maicaweli, Kauai, Hawaii. LiSatena™CoToFel'*G™"*n Sirx"les,
of Denver Colorado, a livest Point graduate, is battalion commajicier*

One of the Japanese”.erican officers. Captain Young 0. Eim, 734 Temple Street
Los Angeles, California, has received three decorations* He was awarded the Distin-
guished Service Cross for outstanding gallantry during the breakthrough to the Alban
Hills, and also holds the Silver Star and the Purple Heart, Second Lieutenant Allan
Ohata, 708 Bannister Street, Honolulu, Hawaii, was awarded the Distinguished Service
Qrolss 1;or heroism in killing 50 Germans during one day's fighting in an early battle
in Italy.

There never has bean a case of desertion or absence without leave in the 100th
although there were two reported cases of [frevec-se AWO1*» Before their battle wounds,
were completely healed in a field hospital behind the lines, tvj soldiers left the
hospital and hitch-hiked back to 'their companies on the battlefield*

Reproduced tor distribution by Relocation Authority™» Washin”~tonr D, C* 8/5/44
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JAPAITSSS-AMSRIOM SOLDISHS NAVED TOJO
WAOT TO MEET 0?p tTAPJOJO

WITH THS FIFTH iBMy, XTALY-“"Corporal Bafus Tojo, formerly of Hollywood,
California, and Corporal Tadashi Tojo, of Ifaialua, Oahu., Territory of Hawaii,
are fighting the Germans on the I'ifth Army front. ljhey are members of the 44Siid
Japancse—Ajnerican Combat Jean which was attached to the 34th ”~Red Division*

Both soldiors havQ personal scores to setl/le with Tojo of Tokyo>
Japan, former premier of Japan.

Gorporrl TacLashi Tojo was an eyewitness to the Japanese attack on poarl
Harbor, December 7 ,1941,fl saw Q cut down defenseless people, anong thom a
lot of personal friends, Vd.likg to meet Tojo Of Japan”-aiid pn the "business end
of my hotji'fczer,” C J'p rod "N Territory Since ~TadashiO
means " traigiil/~ iix Japanese, GeneraX 'TJ migiit well seek a real hiding plac©
when c~nonoer Tojo goes into action against him.

Immediately after graduating from the Waialua High School, he volimteered
for the Japtmese*-4jnericapi unit jln order to get hi$ chance at the Japs* Although
he is a "bit disappointed at Toeing sent to Europe he reconciles himself with the
thought that he noj see action against the Pacific eneijy sooner than he had first
supposed on landing in ltaly. »«¥ith the Hfth Jwny raoving so fast, it wonH te
long until we™o in Berlin. After that, wg might get at the Japs and finish
them off too*n

Oorporoa Tojo from Hollywood is realistic enough to know that it was the

Jap lsneakR attack on jNnericaja soil which precipitated the evacuation of



pe”ons of Japanese ancestry from the pacific Coast* His father and mother are
today residents of Heart Kowtain Relocation Center in northern Wyoming* His
brother, private Jajnes, is a reserve AS2P» Indianapolis, Indiana.

~Because we looked like the Japs who attacked Pearl Hartor™ wg were placed
under suspicion and evacuated,Msaid Rufus Tojo* tiTow welre fighting to show
the skeptics tiia-t we*re as good Aine”icans as those of other ancestry» God willing
we wo?rit fail*1

A machinist in In”eriaX Valley "before "being etPaciiated, Corporal H jo
volunteered for overseas duty from the Wyoning Center.

@3poral fus Mojo, like Corporal Tadashi Tojo, is 3Hthe field artillery*
He manipulates the gadgets which set the target range, ~Il*ve got the sights
set for Berlin already but Jsra itching for the chance to aim at Tokyo#w

Both, Japaiiese-f*erica”is, incidentally, have lots hair on theiy heads#

d*e forner Japanoss premier is almost I3£tld-*headedf with, only a fringe of hail*
remaining,

h # of Tojo s ough to make a swell tull»s eye to aim aV 1l
reflected Covporol. Tojo from the nainlana* Corporal Tojo from the Islands nodded
agreement# «MusuH« is Japanese for «rice”™-balX,« a term by which Japatiese-

Araerican servicemen describe him.

mo
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GSRMMI AKD JAP SOLDJBE USE SAME TACTICS
SAYS JAPA1CBSS-MEHICAH OmCHR

WINH THE PIJTH iCRMT, im T —German and Japanese soldiers are using almost
identical tactics in their efforts to stave off defeat, according to the personal,
unofficial opinion of Second Lieutenant Richard K# Hayashi of the Japanese—
American 442nd 1,Go For Brokel ComiDat .team which was attached to the 34th.

Bulln Infantry Division of the Fifth Arjny in ?taly

As an enlisted man with an Anierican air force in Hew Hebrides, Lieutenant
HayasM participated in the ¥ew Georgia and Bougainville campaigns hereby

gainiiag first hand knowledge of the Jap fighter and his methods*

In_special competition against all selected personnel, he won the right to
a tend Officer Candidate School. After his graduation from tjae Port Beijing,

Georgia™® OCS, he was assigned to the Japaries©-American CoinlDat Teain then in train-
ing at Canp Shelby, Mississippi*

Ubw, on tlaetFifth Army front in noythern ItaXy he is leading fellow Ja;pa-
nesG-Americans”™ against the German foe»

Chasing Jerry over here is almost like chasing the Japs over there in. the
Soutli Pacific,” he obseyved™ for Ipotli seem to empXoy aD ut lie saijie tactics
weapons. Both &™e definitely on the defensive now and use and. runl tactics.
They "both, leave a let of snipers "behind with, orders to fight until death*

Aftor trying to flusji enemy snipers out of the forests, under'brusli, orchards,
and farms of nortlaern Italy, waer6 the mountainous terrain resembles that of Hew
Georgia! Xdefutenant Hayashi has concluded "that "bo i Axis partners masters of

camouflage.

Wa3ut,n he added, Whoatii get disorganized and confused when their leaders walk
out on them, which is often*n

He paid higli tyDute to the fighting qualities of the 44Snd nGo jFor 3roke”
voliunteeps in thei?* first "battle witfe the veteran (leriaan S* S*. troops. 3lXer-
ience with Jap treachery, such as Japs firing after waving a white flag, enabled
Lieutenant Hayashi to save liis men from German trickery in Italy#

The retreating Germans in ltaly use tHe lreverse idea, just like the
Japs in the Southwest Pacific, building up fortifications on the downward or
reverse side of slopes and firing on advanciiig troops as they are silhouetted
against the skyline, Lieutenant Hayashi said, OB



A hasty coiapafison of* weapons used 'by the Acis powers in tlie opinion of
lieutenant Hayashi, again shows striking sitailarity* Jhe German machine pistol
has its Japanese counterpart* The Jap*s loace mortar is ctinrparable”to captured

Nazi rifle mortars. Soldiers of tixe 34tli Infantry* Division have discovered that
German light ;field pieces are just as harassing as Allied infantrymen have found

Japan's to "b

Wust a the Japs are now "using 16 year old-'boy$ in the front li es and
forcing .subjugated peoples like the Koreans to do mecii. of their fighting for
so the Germans are using teen age kids and conquered peoples in theijr fighting,
Lieatenant Hayaslai said. He made it clear, however, that he had met crack German
troops*

Lieatenant Hayashi is a former resident of Stockton, California* After the
attack on Peaia HarlDor,, he volunteered to serve his country in the "best way he
could

Eis wife« Hrsc. Xicrralne Hayashif was relocated along with other persons of
Jpanesa anceatxy. tVooi thb ?a ixicj Coasts S.ie was sent to the Granada Reloca-
tion Center, Amacie, Colorado™ Blee has resettled in Hinneapolxs, Minnesota.
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1 0 "JA? gRMAUS CAPTUKEQ)
BY JAP  SS’AMSai  $

mm Oi£S PUTH ABMY# ITANY— "Tiiey looked like Japs, "but
toinan soldiers,” explained™ Staff SergeanUrancisMe = of
Hawaii, and Pirst Sergeant James Sakamoto of Salt Lake City, Utah? a ey
lated how two German prisoners had surrendered to tliem.

In the wake of the liftla Armyls advance in ltaly, th®
442d Infantry Regiment, then attached to the 34th rHed Bull ry
moved up to a new area, which had ~een a battleground just 24 hours previously.

Sergeants Tano and Sakamqto, both of tiie 443d antitank company,
ging slit trenches. Sergeant Yano came upon what appeared to a gon

hOEMA}I%J,B&Hg@ﬂg tHaéef-‘%aWalsn ﬂ'f't:i‘}j{/ \éampr%n?‘ at /bottom of tiie hole.

He called Sergeant Sakamoto.

r

As the two Japanese-Americans wondered w2mt it was all al) ut,

wil°®

looked just like Japs poped out of the dugout and offered o . Q m
At first we tliougixt tl*ey might T®e a couple of our own toys. But when
German eagles on their coats, dic*H know who they were.»

Sergeant Sakamoto yelled for his men to up
Sergeant Hideo Tana*be of AnahoXa, Hawaii, was the first to rush to the seen ,
"breatWessly carrying a Tommy gun*

While Sergeant Tano watched the prisoners, who stoicaXXy waited

1 : Sejant Sakam— dived into e

rifLs Ind x/entW ati n papers, think that can
anunanltion with them, almost under our feet,» recalled the Japanese America
soldier wit the Piftli niy

It was soon discovered that the two &er™ ~ is f
long campaigns had darkened their features so that, at first n n ~

sealed the suntanned fighting men of the Japanese-Ain.rxcan
mentt from attempted conversations with them, the sergeant
prisoners were Turkomans.

Hone of the troops was aware of the Turkoman organization in the vicinity.

"Those exYB really looked surprised v/hen they came oat to surrender. Bat
they cS~fhaveteen more s~ sed than we werefn Sergeant Yano declared,



) Corporal Jack Saitlffor 15 years an assistant postWster at Hanapeef Kauali,
territory of Hawaii, todk charge of the prisoners and escorted them to the Divi-
sion MPs* Corporal Salto is with, the Special Police detachment of the Japanese-
Araerican regiment*

Sergeant Yano is the son of Mr» and Mrs» Tano of Parker Ranch, Kamnela,
Hawaii* Before he volunteered for the Japanese-American combat team he vrorked
at his parents* ranch* His brother, Private !First Class G-eorge Yano, TJ. S* Army,
was killed in action two years ago on "board a transport off the Islands of Hawaii.

, Sefgeant Sakamoto is tlie son of and Mrs* (& Salcamoto* 458 Bast Eighth,
West, Salt ljake City, Utah* Ths Sakamotos lived iji Hollyiirood California, "before
persons of Japanese ancestry \t&re evacuated from the Pacific Coas.t, His parents
resettled in Utali while James, a former fruit market worker, was inducted into

the Ariry*
MD
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CAH PATHOL
BELIEVED FIHST TO EB.CH HSA

WTH THE HPTH €, | li“t-MemDers of a reconnaissance patrol of the
tlapanese-American 442d Regimental Combat Team axe believed to have "been the
first Allied troops to reach the historic city of Pisa»

At ctusk on July 2X» as elements of the 34th MRed Bulll Division pounded
toward the city, a 12-man Japaneser-Aaerican patrol officered "by a naturalized
Canadian and an Merican of French extraction entered Pisa to obtain vital in-
formation a'bout the enemy defences*

Qn the evening of <Ay 30, the commaiiding offie 1of the Coiabat Tean which
was spearheading the Jifth Array drive northward called for volunteers to go on
a reconnaissance patrol and attempt to enter Pisa$ then believed to te occupied
'by Germans in spite of rumors to the contrary* CHe regiment was at the time
deployed along the Colle-Salvetti®-Jluova line* Little was known of enemy posi-
tions to the north™ The terrain to be covered was flat, with little cover or
concealment#

Many times the munlaer needed volunteered for the patrol# Finally 12 men
were selected* They were Staff Sergeants Hiroshi H* Fujita, Poston Relocation
Center, Poston, Arizona; Albert K* Hakams-, Kaneohe, Oahu.; Privates First Class
Jim I Suxoki, Yasuo P# Tjulno, Ken Higashi, all of the Minidoka Relocation
Center* Hunt, ldaho; John M+ Hagaituraa, Lahaina, Haul; Prank K* HiyaucM, Paui,
Maui; Privates Sueo Takahashi, Rov;her Relocation Center, HcG-eheef Arlcansns;
Thomas S, Espineda, Stockton, California; Artlmr A* Kaisaki, Lewiston, lIdaho;
Heichi Oka, Punene, Maui,, and Hasaiiaru Okumra, G-ila River Relocation Center,
Rivers, Arizona.

Tv,o officers attached to the regimental staff. Ontario-born First lieuten-
ant Horman H. GiX'bert, Detroit™® Michigan, who received his citizenship papers
in 1941 and Second ldeut®enant Edward-B* Androvette, Mountain lakes, New Jersey,
volunteered to lead the patrol* A partisan endorsed 'b* the 34th Division head-
gaarters was tp guide the patrol through tlie territory The patrol 'was
given a double mission of entering Pisa$ if possfble, and returning to its unit
"before daylight the follcwing morning* They were instructed to ~void combat if

possible*

Led by the partisan guide* the patyoX left a battalion headquarters dab ut
10 o'clock at night* They* proceeded on foot after reaching Vicaxello and struck
out cross-coyjvtry northwest to a poirvfc near tllf©ssett iwh”~r ‘two more parti-
sans joined the group* The patrol reached highway 67 without contacting the

enemy at a point jie kilometer east of Podo Brmada* MOES



At that tinet the UProl leaders realized it would " inipossible to return
at the specified iiour unless they turned "back at that poin « 'After consultation,
it was -unanimously agreed that the petrol should proceed on* Three men were
sent back; to report their thus far*

The patrol reached a farrailpuse at Podo Garzella at daybreak and decided to
hide thereiwduring he day*

Several enemy patrols passed the farmhouse, one.of them remaining on the
first floor of the building for nearly an hour while the neralDers of the patrol
remained ~uiet on the second floor. During the afternoon, the partisans reported
that Pl,sa had either "been reoccupied "ty the Germans or that the enemy had never
evacuated the city* The Japanese™Anericaws were without rations by this time*
Prom their second floor hideaway, the patrol was al™e to observe several enemy
strong points, as well as to locate artillery ‘batteries an4 certain German demo-
litions within Pisa*

At dusk the patrol resumed its course toward the city. It reached a point
near San G-iusto witiiin, the outskirts of Pisa raid hid in a ditoh beside a road*
German tracks could "be heayd from Sa Ermete, to the northeast, toward the
patrol™ left flank and, across its path* Under these circoimstances, it was de-
cided that it would, be a useless risk of lives to proceed further into Pisa#
Aot midnight the patrol "began its journey "ba to its. regimental command post*

Not a single shot was fl,red "oy the patrol which penetrjited six miles into
enemy territory, although targets continually invited them by daylightt At no

time yas the patrol detected, "y the Germans, although they ran into immerous
eneny patrols®

WD

3
Aa, Af, B, Da; Dm N



FUTURE RELEASE

PLEASE NOTE DATE

Bureau¥?)r1]‘ ?uﬂﬁ?grlgg]lations FOR LOCAL NEWS
PRESS B~ CH DEVELOPMENT BY WBA

Tel* ~ HE 6700
Brs. 3425 and 4860

FUTURE RBXSASU
FOR KSLZASE TpSDAY A™M. %SEPTMBER 12 .1944

AT ACT 0? HIMAH T5M)5RIOIS5
Il THS I-gDST OF WAR

WITH THS PXPTH AHWYt XTAXjY-~-This isnft an epic of heroism on the TDattle-
field, itls just a simpie story of an act of human tenderness in the midst of
war*

German artillery was laying down a stiff "barrage on an orchard on the Fifth
Army front in northern Italy. Shells were carving huge craters in the ground
while others were ripping trees into shreds©

Technical Sergeant Kenneth Hatsumitsu of the Japanese-American 443d Infari~
try Regiment was hugging the. ground as "best he could, hoping and praying that
the artillery shells woulldn*t "burs too near him*

Between shots, he would look up to see how his fighting partners were far-
ing*

During a lull in the shelling, he noticed a little cXurap of feathers near
a crater some 50 feet away* Thinking that it miglit be a "bird knocked out 'of its
perch in the tree Ty the conciussion of the "barrage, and possibly needing aid,
Sergeant Hatsumitsu crawled out to rescue it» Although the shelling began anew,
he continued to crawl out toward that "bundle of feathers witiiout any thoughts
of personal danger from the "barrage#

When he reached his objective, lie discovered a tiny baby owl, unhart "but
stunned and trembling with fright* The J'apaiiese-American soldier stroked its
feathers and ttied to reassure it. Soon the mass of feathers stopped its tyem-
bling and nestled up in the hands of its savior*

wonder what owls eat, he .asked his .comrades at the first opportunity*
On "being told tioat mice are their favorite diet, the sergeant grinned and re-
plied: Mhatls just too ljad* There are a lot of rats around here>ig ones too
--"but no mice* X guess t3ae owl*11l have to forage for himself*H

But tiie sleepj* looking owl was wise enough to know when it had fotmd some
friends. It insisted on remaining ith the sergeant* The oi 1 is now the mascot
of the section*

Its name? The sergeant named it after liis o\m driver, Muto, who is always
sleepy*

Before his induction into the service™ Sergeant Matsumitsu was a produce
market transfer man in X s Angeles, California, His folks \irere relocated from
the West Coaste Tliey were sent to the Rohwer Eelocation Center, near HgG-ehee,
Arkansas, where they sti3l3L live* He has tiiree other brothers in the U* Sf ~rmyt
Private Pirst Glass Jimmy iji same outfit with Ji m, Sergeant Tom at Canmp
HcClellan, Alabama, and Private Jirst Class Robert K#, who is training at the
University of Minnesota.
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JAPAKBSB- HECM SOILIER DIES
URGING OTHERS BE EIRST

NMITH TES FXJIH ARWY, ITALT~"n a dark first aid station of tlie Fifth Army
front in Italy one night recently, lay a casualty of the Japanese-American 442d
Regimental Combat Teant,

His outfit at the time was fighting with the 34t ed BullHDivision He
had "been hit while leading an assault on H ill1140, duVbed wiittle Cassinon "by
the men "because of fierce German resistance reminiscent of their stand farther
south.

In the darkness, the medics were calling for the most seriously wounded,
for treatment# Coining to him, a first aid. men asked how He was*

nX!n all rightw as his replys nThe others need more help than I*n

The medic went on to another patient*

Asked again.how he wias feeling, the Japanese-American, a corporal in a
cannon company, answered, feeling fine# Treat the others first

As a result of his repeated assurance, the. soldier, whose hojne "before his
family had, TDeen evacuated, was Los Angeles, California, was among the last to
Tee treated*

Both of his legs had been "blomn off "by a direct lilt from a German 88*
Evacuated, he died the next nighty

The 442d is made up of Americans of Japanese ancestry from Hawaii and tlie

United States.
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COLONEL LAUDS jTiNiOTSE-AKBRICALIrS IN HIS COVMVAND

TfITH THE TIPTH ARMT, I1TALT—*Colonel C* Pence, commanding officer of the
442d Japanese-“merican Regimental CoinlDat Teamf recently praised the officers and
men of his command for their accompXishraerrbs during their t>aptism of on the
Pifth Array front in Italy*

In a memorandum to the ”“apanese”™-American soldiers, then fighting with the
34th Red Division, Colonel Pence noted tlaal; they had "beeri of material
assistance in driving the eneiny "back more han 50 miles during some of the *bit-
terest fighting since Cassino#

He said the unit had never taken a backward step.. [fTou have stood firm
under heavy shell and mortar fire and have beaten off every enemy* counterattack/
Colonel Pence declared, fYou have captured and JdLlled many G-ermans, destroyed
and captured itiuch. enemy materiel*n

Pointing out "that the tegiment had seen almost a month of continuous serv-
ice in the Piftli Army frojrb lines, Colonel Pence recalled tha on the last day
of combat the 34tla division coimnander hexd coingpliiliented 'fde unit for doing
sp endid jo"b*n

~Yesterday,H he said, nwve were privileged to wear the insignia of the divi-
sion, a division-pilose long, successful combat record is surpassed by no other
division* ~

Colonel Pence, whose home is in Attica, Indiana, has been the commanding
officer of the 442d Contbat Team since tlae volunteer unit, composed of Japanese-
Americans from the mainland of the United States and the Territory of Hawaii,

was activated at CaYyp Sherbys sissippi, iPeibn™ary 1 ,1943»
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JAP - UOmiiR SQUADIT
BRISAKS W GERWMT ST5 HGB lliflg
WI133H 5HB AH4Y, ~TAJY—Squatting in ?ioman* land under heavy enemy

fire, Staff Sergeant Eazuo Masuda recently plunked the tulDe of his 60-nm mortar
in a helmet filled with dirt and singlehandedly "broke ui a German strongpoint.

Kazuo, vho lived at Saixta A?ia, California, figlats with the Japanese”
American 44Sd Regimental Combat Team, then serving with the 34th. “‘Red Bulln
Division on. the Fifth Army front in Italy.

She regiment, made up of Americans of Japanese ancestry, was storming the
enemy's main line of resistance near the Italian village of Clastellina. 5he
G-ermans, well entrenched on the hill, were pouring steady 9-rtiXlery, machinegun,
and mortar fire down on tlie advancing Americans.

Masuda”™ six-man mortar s™uad went into a Huddle. Their jolD was to silence
the enemy guns, Out of tlrnt grcup, emerged a lone fig-ure, loaded down witii
"bulging ammunition pouches slung in fpont and on h”s "back, carrying a mortal
tiibe under his right arm and an extra steel helmet in s left hand, The
amazed G-ernians, suspecting some kind, of Yankee trick, r1ongorked a terrific "bar-
rage of self-propelled gims and jnortars.

Alternately running and sidestepping like a college halfback, Masuda
dashed 25 yards up the slope. Hastily filling his extra helmet with dirt, he
"buried the mortar "barrel ill Squatted "beside this improvised emplacement, he
v/rapped his legs around the tu”e. Ifitlioiit sight or liipod, ha gqaXculated the
deflectiop. and elevation and "began firing ori the enemy. Though Hazi fire
peppered tiie groimd arcund him, he kept on firing his mortar irntil b-is amnnmi-
tion ran out,

Then, quite 1 anconcerned a'bout Germman marksmanship, he retraced his steps
down the slope and returned with two cases of amimmition. He "began pouring
shells into the enemy positions again, “lais was too *uch. for the G-ermajis. They
retreated to another position in confusion. .

Before th? \\ar, Sergeant Hasuda operated a truck garden in Santa Ana. His
parents and tiiree "brothers and foiir sisters live at 49r>Ib, G-ila River, Reloca-
tion. Center, Eivers, Arizona.
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JAPAKBSE-AMDRIGAIT BKilVBS HEAVY
TO CTMOIT AID FOR WOUHDBD BUDDIgg

WITH THE PirTH AEl4Y- ITALY—Private Jou Olcit™u, who fights with the Japanese-
American V+2d EegimentaX Comliat Team pn the Fifth Army front in Italy, recently
made his way more than a half mile through heavy artillery, machinegan and sniper
fire to get aid for 15 wotmded "b-addies,

OkitsUt formerly of ks Angeles, California., is a niessenger in a rifl™ com
party. The ~2d# made up of Americans of Japanese ancestry, participated in tne
3~th ,IRed Pivisionls drive toward Leghorn.

In the vicinity of 8uvereto, ItaXy. the enemy occupied a’higia hill comme-jiding
the flat ground over which the Japanese-Americans were advancing. (Jerman heavy
artillery, mortar, and small arms fire sprayed them continuously, pinning down
one company of riflemen on the rig™t flank* Ok”tsuls company V@s eigp ace a qu
9 vyards from the enemy on a smaX)- knolX on left flank* € suppor ing com
pany, occurring an open area some 2000 yards from the German posi ions, was e ngh
plastered "by concentrated artillery and ©ortar fire.

In the initial -barrage, X5 men of the supporting company were injured. These
casualties managed to worlc their way to Okitsule company under the covering fire
of the forward company. He aided the wounded men in finding cover and making them
comfortalDle as possible*

Contact with theirbattali n he™uarters as well as the nearest aid station
was lost when enemy shells cut the comnnmication lines between the front lines
and the rear positions.

On learning of the predicament, Okitsu™undertoolc to smimon tlae necessary aid.
He refused the offer of others to go with him.

Three thousand feet of exposed f at growid, all under o'bserva ion T lie

enemy and subject to his constant artillery pounding, lay before him. During
entire course of his trip, Okitsu was subjected to machinegw and”sniper fire,
intermingled with artillery ~nd mortar fire. At length, creeping, crawling,
and running—halted several tiroes artillery and mortar barrages which f&®
perilously close to him—Okitsu finally managed to find the aid station, “mmon
ing litter bearers, medical aid men, and a surge on? he led them lack to the
wounded men after the enemy fire had subseded#

Okitsu was a truck gardeuer in Los Angeles before entering the Army, March

18,1971* men persons of Japanese ancestry were evacuated from the Pacific Coast
early In the spring oT 2, his parents and his sister ve|”~r vea to the C

ol
radQ River Relocation Center, Poston, Arizona, where they still resxae*



FUTURE RELEASE

PLEASE NOTE DATE

WAR mPARTImMT
Bureau of Public Re
PRESS BRANCH
Tel.~ RE 6700

Brs. 3435 and 4860
RELEASE

FOR EELmMSB \m)imSDkY P.M.. SEPTIKBBR 2071944

JAPAH5SS~MSRICMS PLAY VITAL ROXtS
IK BHaAGHIUQ »LITTLS CASSIHO" LIM

WITH THE FIFTH ARMY, ITALY—nTapanese-Americans of the 44Sd Regimental
ComiDat Team played a vital role in "breaching the nLittle Cassinowline.

So designated "by the Ol "because it res™alDled stuWornly defended Cassino,
the line consisted of a series of dominating ridges and high mountain peaks
which comprised a major anchor of the main line of enemy resistance barring
the Fifth Army's advance north toxirard Leghorn aiad Pisa.

S-oearheading the 34th m.ed Division”™ d®ive to tho north, a unit
of the 442d had as its immediate, objective t)ie village of Il Terriccio and
Hills S12 and 277, The Jaimnese-American mission was to "breach enemy lines
and destroy their positions or make them untenable.

Taking Il Terriccio without a fight, the 443d moved to the slope of Hill
21S, which is densely covered with undergrowth. It afforded good olDservation
for the enemy and forced the attackers, weary from more than a week in the
line, ijo hand-carry their equi- jnentf

nThi? thing sure gets heavy,u muttered Private George Sato, Japanese”
American from Minidoka Relocation Center, Hunt, ldaho, f'but I guess well!
need the TDlanied thing when, we see Jerry.*1 Sato labored under a 51”-pound
machinegun tripod.

Early on the Fourth of July the 442d attacked an important ridge in face
«of heavy fire from self-propelled 105mm field guns, mortars and machinegiins.
Shell fragments permeated the entire area in which the 442d moored, forcing
the attackers to dig in. From what they came to call ‘eSuicide Hill,1 the nen
of the 442d were subjected to devastating artillery fire, and a heavy weapons
company replied with higijly effective 8 1 mortar fire* Patrols threaded,
their way forward through the concentration of fire and knocked out several
German machlnegons.

Supplied with food, watey and awmimition hand-rCQ,rried across four steep,
heavily wooded ridges from IX Terriccio 6,000 feet away, the 442d edged f r-
wa r d during the night and the next day. The supply situation was improved
during the day when mule pack teams led 'by Italian partisans came up.

When it was foiond impossible to "bring up tanks, the reserve company
delivered heavy rifle fire and the enemy was driven from the rid”e *y attacks
on one flank and the enemy rear.

MORE



Having taken the ridge, the 442d in a particularly vulnerable posi-
tion, one company TDeing exposed to effective enemy mortar fire and other
elements finding themselves completely devoid of cover or concealment. The
Japanese-*Amerleans laid intense fire on nearly enemy installations, including
an artillery concentration. One 81-nm mortar fire”~ 1,200 rounds during the
day.

Like in Tennyson*s p em,n said Private First Class Wataru JCohashi of
Hilo, Hawaii, rwe walked into the very jaws of death, "but most of us came
through okay.-*1

Pacing a concentration of enemy self-propelled guns, the 442d then took
its final ©"bjective, Hill 140, on schedule. The 34th Infantry Division
artillery pounded the Hill for 45 minute in preparation for the final assaialt.
At least one German "battalion was routed* Avenues to Castellina and the
road leading to the town, were opened to the attackers.

tlt was a natatile achievement, 1L remarked Lieutenant Bert F. Uishimura,
442d staff officer from Lihue, JCaui, Hawaii. ,'The breaching of those lines
crumbled their defenses and made the rest of their positions untenable

IThe wounded never complained of pain,Msaid a Japanese»-American surgeon
from Boston, Massachusetts, nand liiany of them refused to be treated until
their "buddies had "been taken care of. Their courage wa inspiring.

A salvage ©rew later found in the wake of the advance 121 dead Germans,
22 machineg'ane, 4 of them heav”®, 34 rifles, 2 mortars, 4 75mm howitzers,
2 "bazooka-tytie gans and mortar and artillery ammunition dumps. It was estima-
ted the Germatis iiad evacuated an additional 350 woujided men and must have
Juried fany of their dead before retreating.
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JiP SS-  HIG"T COMPIOT IH |1 Y
THJTBS &HBSTIK&S TO (ELO11ESGIS HSW MXISr  H

WITH TH3 HFTH ilBMy, IT"»T—Sven, "before she has her first teeth, little Linda
Ann Hawkins, 'ba’by datighter of Captain aNd IMrs. Lee 3, Hawkins, 309 8th Street,
Hevennc, [lIGntucl™*, hos received a greeting from nearly 200 adnirers in far awoy
Italy*

IGI0 2xQGting is a letter fyoin tii© officers 0Olid men of the Ja,p JiGss~i\j'-iGrxCcU.i
100th Infmtry froNi Hawaii, a cor™nny which her father comojids on the
yifth Arny front, telling little Linda thot they have just heard th”~t she 1ns "een
"born md they wcuit her to know rignt OWY that her dacl is Mtops.”

In addition, th$ men of the cor.Tpajiy, oil Aniericnns of Japanese descent, took
up a collection and sent a noney order to the wife of one of the soldiers, asking
her to *wy a V.r "bond ?md ~appropriate gifts®for little Linda* Captain Ho"/kins
will tie rs surprised as Linda, for his nen have not told hin.

ny u arc too 700lg to understajacl this now, their letter "begni, ft'but we hope
that your nother will keep this little note -until you can read it for yourself.

W cloj*, we are sonewhero in Jtaly* No are fighting a terrible foe txmt you
and nillions of other children like you live in peace, security, rjid di“mty,
enjoyir-G the "blessings of liberty, denocracy, and hunanity* tfhen you coji read
this, you shall know the answer to that question which haunts us now; Tfliothor we
too shriLl howve and perhaps died, in vain or not. God willinc we shall
have won that victory which is so vital to all.

% st of vis are Anericans of Japanese ancestry who volmiteered to serve our
country fron thG Xslfin®is of Hawaii and the Hsi-nicind of th.e TJuitccl States*

nXn the pcist year, during training riicl elsewhere, we have grow to love,
admire, and respect your father, our Captain Hawkins, Tsecause he is nore thoji
just a real officer ojid gentlemen He personifies to nost of us '"by living exnriple

the "best of iUiGricmiisn and the things for which we fight. We are proud to serve
under the finest cciptain in the "Uhitecl States jlrniy* .

AL h 'e that your father is with yoxi todpy* Jf he is, j/ou will know why
we rate hirf Hops”™ If he is not, ypix \dll know that he died a hero, for ncia
such as he can only die that way.lf he has passed on to a soldier*s death, we

know that ho would vant his little girl to grow up to be that kincl of a lady your
nother must

JS nc dny sone of us my have the pleasure of neeting you. Sut, resardless
of our fate, wt \ash you and yours well cnmd trust that this little war "bond which

wg hr.ve purchased for you will constj?jitly renind you of your father md of tne
esteen in which we hold hin.

WGocl?less you and keep you,
i“ad, in tho "beautiful language of the Islands, nay we -wish you “goocl luck,

with the nost expressive and teiader thought in nil the world— M
Linda j\on was '00rn on JTune 3, her fathers TDirthdry. Captain wad Mrs,
Hawkins hav daughter, S liee tw ajs oj

ly was statioiaed at CarTp 3illis, [fexas* His unit has fqught with the 34th ~ed
Bull” Division in Italy
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2 JAP- AMSEICM SQUADS KILL 30 GEHMMS,
CAPTUHS 46 IH QTE

WITH THB FITTH AEMY, ITALT—Two squads of Japanese-Mericans of the 100th
Infantry Battalion killed 30 Germsfife, captured 46 others and took large quantities
of enemy equipment in an ftjerno'oi™s fighting on theFUfth Army front in Italy

recently*

Bneiny material captured by the men, ied by Pirst Lieutenant CTwes Boodry,
112 Pine Street, Clinton, I'lassaclrasetts, included five machineguns 38 machine
pistols, 13 pistols and several hundred rpotato washerl and fragmentation
grenades*

details of the encounter were described 'by Private First Class Rioe Tomito
of Puunene, Maui, Havraii,

On top of a ridge-rline road were two houses# Concealed in them were enemy
machineguii and sniper ISigotits and nachinegun pits about the house were
skilfully covered wit strawr and from these positions "bursts of 'bullets were
fired, at Americans advancing toward the G-eriganB.

Sergeant Bichx Amazaki of WaiaXae, Oahu, Hnwaii, private First Class
Toshio Sasaki, 1654 Uuuanu Avenue, Honolulu, Oahu, Hawaii, and Private First
Class Jesse Hirata of Eonauuau, Kona, Hawaii, led the two squads toward the
Krauts* They sneaked across the road and into a; grap”™ field, where they
spotted two snipers firing at Americans far down the slope, The rest of the
squads remained. iDehind,

The 1 bhree crept up slowly to within 15 yards of .the snipers* foxhole*
Sasaki threw a hand grenade, At the same time he opened with his Tonmray gxm and
caught one German, The other sniper gave up and was taken back to the company
command post "by Hirata*

Then the nen continUred advancing toward the first house.

Amazaki and Sasaki entered and investigated, but the Germans who had "been
firing from the~*building had disappeared,

Sasaki led the way out of the building and cautiously approached th'B
corner of the house* He saw a dugout next to the other house. Germans were
moving within* A machinegun fired from the slit of the dugout, and an officer
appeared at the doorway* Sasaki fired four shots, killing the German officer.

Amazaki joined Sasaici with his Gorand rifle. and the two fired at the



machinegunner, who drop-ned, seriously wounded* Meanwhile, the balance of t he
squads having caught up, fired from the second story of the first house. Four
occupants of the dugout were Killed, and two wounded were captured.

IDhe. German machineguns ~ind machine pistols snarled, "but the soldiers *from
Hawaii, concealed in the shadow oft“he house, filled every Kraut they saw about
the house and fields..

Amazalci and Sasaki "became separated*

Another comrade joined Sasaki, and they circled toward the ravine some 40
yards away from the second house. Sniper shots whizzed at ~ 10I* They ran to
cover in a shell crater*

About half of a squad was deployed on th™ border of the ravine* They were
firing at the Jerries, who were disorganized and were milling alaout. The men
estimaitjaC they killed, at least ten Krauts.

Sasakils comrade remained here to fight, "but Sasaki moved to the left,
following the ratrines edge, He saw a Kraut 75jma antitaBfcr gun being towed,
ty a team of cows. He crept near to the Germans and fired* Two Germans' were
wounded and the rest gave up*

The two squads were anxious to go further into hostile territory, "but
Lieutenant Boodry stopped MAal tes. fitting in g3t6ther unit,s sect rtyr
he said, n¥e*d "better get TDads "before we ara mistaken for Krauts and draw,
artillery firg.1

The two squads, suffering only three minor casxialties, returned, to their
company after the fruitful raid which earned them high praise*

2/\
END
DISTRIBUTION Aa, Af, B, Da» Dd. Xto,
9 15 44
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JAPMESS” MSRICAITS n IT
HILHIII miVS ESPBCT OHS

WITE TH3 APKT, ITAX"Wapanese-Mericans fighting on the fifth Army
front in Italy are liviaag up to the Arisys expectations*

When formation of the special Japanes©-American 442d Eegimental Combat
Team vras announced early in 1943, in response to the requests of many loyal
American~I>orn Japanese %a serve in the Armed forces, the Honorable Henryk L.
Stinisont Secretary of War, decXared* tt is hoped that this ComlDat Team will
1 become one of the outstanding tinits in the United States Arn r#n

Activated Pebruary 1,1943, at Canrp Shelbjr, Mississippi, the 442d composed
of volunteers from the relocation centers to vrhich the Croveriunent had, sent evac-
uated persons of Japanese extraction fron the Pacific coast set such, a h.igh
standard in ii;s training tjiat it was cited ifor its outsta-ndiiig record#

Arriving in Italy late in Hay,1944, it was attached to tne 34th rEed BuxXI
Infantry Division. famed tTapanese-j*nericaji 100th Infantry Battalion, al-
ready in Xtaly. and composed of former activated Hav/aiian national Guardsmen,
was attached to the combat team to serve as the first battalion for the Infan-

try regiment. Committed to action late in June, the combat

line until relieved almost a month later. Daring this period, it dxstingaxshed
itself, particularly in the fitter fighting for the approaches to Leghorn, Pisa,
and Florence,

Crack ¥ehrmacht SS units tested the nei“comers in their initial engagement
in the mountainous regions guarding the approaches to key German defenses in
northern Italy*

Before the Japanese-Anerleans were relieved, they had liberated XI towns
and vUlag —Suveret B— re, Sasseta, Ccmstagnet i

Pieve di Santa luce, Orciana, Sante Regolo, iAiciano, C lee
many other inhaMted place They stormed and k

si d Hill 132rand numerpys other elevations* Their fow?
movement «|sa*trﬁ(K/I«o%Rer element thenll’ r?tLiﬁ ery to move uP and cap :e addi-
tional to™wns and hills*

At the port of Leghorn, they protected the entire flank of the Allied

drive and permitted armored and infant”™ ~nits to entr the J ?Pal ese?
A ican rols were the firs t~e .into the oric.

w%rlsa J e nnit was relieve a?tgr advancing over 58 1es in Fess than a
month*

During this drive, the regiment killed 1,124 aermans, captured 331 ,and
woxinde™ several hundred. These figayes do not include dead buried V the &ei®
mans nor wounded evacuated Tsy the Nazis*

Among enemy vehicles captured or destroyed were 27 jeeps, 12 motorcycles,
one reconnaissance car, eight large trucks, ten Mark XV tanks, and wo a «
track trucks. Six antitank guns, five self-propelled guns, exght f?.eXd artil-
lery pieces, seven large mortars, and innumerable machineguns, machine pistoxs,
rifles, carbines, girenade$t and "bazooka™type guns, were taken or destroys e

A recapitulation shox"s that more than 9 per cent of the newcomers won
Combat Infantryman Badges for execrplary conduct under direct enemy fire* 2our



hundred vreay the Purple Heart for wounds received in action*

The combat engineer group of the outfit e highly praised for its con-
scientious and methodical work, eXpecially in clearing mine fields* Mecibers of
the group cleared and neutralized 51 mine fields, containing Imndreds of teller
mines and box mines*

They "built 31 by-passes, many under enemy fire, so that troops and equip-
ment might continue to move foivard. Approximately 100 miles of roadway was
proved and cleared of mines and kept open to traffic.

n a single day*s operation, tliey removed 2,000 pounds of demolition
charges from three "bridges prepared the eneiiy for denoXition# On anotlier
occasion, 48 powder enlarges and demolition charges of teller mines, pilod seven
liigh, v/ere removed from under "bridges prepared for demolition*

The engineers "built one timber ~bridge with a span of six feet* one Brocks
way* Steel Treadway \fith a span of 90 feet™ and tv;o 90-foot footbridges* Two
1 bulldozers were kept in constant use, "build-ing "by-passes and removing dead
horses, tanks, and other de'Dris from roadways. In one instance* their/b'ulXdozer
led a unit of tank destroyers into a town*

Durir'P' the same period, the field artillery *battali n of the outfit estab-
lished itself as one of the most efficient on the front* In less tnan a jnonth,
it fired 48,938 rounds, an average of 2,000 a day* One day”™4,010 rounds were
fired# On July 4, one "battery knocked out tvw/o eneny "batteries*

Hear Castellina, Italy,h 14 Geynans were Killed "by tine fire* Of 150 Ger-

mans in one area under fire, only 0 escaped, all injured, after a single "bar-
rage*

A cocibat. organization which liad "been in "battle since Salerno, connended
the Japanese-Anerican field artillery as having given them the finest artillery
support they had had so far in the wax*

All elements of the Japanese-“Anerican Combat Team participated in the
Allied advance in ltaly.

— 2
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LOS ANGHLES JAPATITESSUMCBRICAIT
~AORIJ21 CES SULF r H COVEADES IH ITALY

WITH THE ABHT, ITAlLy*~-Secon4 Lieutenant Kei Tanahashi of the
Japanese-"~aerican 442d Regimental Conbat Team died of wounds received in tattle
on the Fifth Army front in Italy "because he insisted that his w -unded comrades
be treated and evacuated first.

lieutenant Tanahashils plp.toon was attacking Hill X40, near Castellina,
Italy, when it was pinned down by Intense enemy artillery and saall'arms fire.
The terrain was rough and bushy but there was little cover for fehe advancing
American troops©

Fire from eneiay snipers and automatic vreapojas ~ yards ahead threatened
not only the platoon "but the entire coapaiy Lieutenajit Tanahashi led his
platoon forward some 300 yards in order to dislodge the enemy,

In the meantime, another Gerraan automatic weapon on their flank caught
then 'byj'B'urprise wiiih its deadly firing. Lieutenant Tanahashi, leading his
group, was nortally ~/ounded l).ut refused aedical attention 1 until every other
injured soldier of his platoon was give first aid and evacuated to a place of
safety.

Disregarding the serious nature of his wounds, he remained at his post.
and directed operations against the snipers and automatic weapons until he was
evacuated*

He died in a field ospital from the loss of "blood and the injuries sue-
tained. v/hile in action™ Had he permitted himself to 'be treated earlier and
had he "boen evacuaited along with the first groi*), he might have lived, doctors
in the field hospital said*

iieirbenant fTanahasiii was weli known in Los Angeles, California, where he
was the scoutmaster and organizer of the famous druta and "bugle corps of Troop
379, Boy Scouts of Merica, which made a national tour and played at the
"Wiiite House in 1935, He was graduated from the University of California at
Los iingeles in 1939", At UCLA, he was president of the Bruin*s Club, a member
of ScaVbard and BladQ, and held a reserve captair-c™ in .the ROTG He won a life
meiabership in the California Scholarship federation because of his scholarship
records while attending Lincolji High School in Los Angeles,

After graduation and until the evacuation of all per”ans of Japanese
ancestry from the Pacific Coast* he worjce™ ss a bookkeeper m his father*s
cleailing plant* He and his family were evacuated to the Heart Mountain Re-
location Center,

He was granted leave to study at the University of Fe"braska, where he was
working on his Masterls Degree in economics when he was commissioned to serve
with the JanTD©nese-Ameritaii'~S©mbat T aiiit composed of Araericaris of Japanese

ancestry, then in training at Carop Shelly, Mississippi, After completing a
refresher course at Fort Benning he joined- the Gon%ati Teacu

Lieutenant Tanahaehi was married one week before he was sent overseas to
Italy* His widow, Krs» Joy Kikugawa Tanahashi, resides in Cleveland., Ohio*
where she resettled ion Xeavir®lte Hsart Homtain Génter in Wyoming. Hjs father and
mother, Mr* and Mrs« Soji Tanahashi, are still in the relocation center©
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GLENDA .TAPATEgS>AMSRIOAH SOLDIER 1CLM
RAT.TTFTTIrD GOM'gSSIQH BT ITALY

wra THS PI t, | toonstrating ex” pti ! afm es =

leadership against the enemy on the Fifth AW front in nO™ f
Sergeant Masuo Chomorx, formerly of G-lendale, California, has been comnussxone
second lieutenont.

A  atoon serg with the J e— eri 4 dReg ri=Co A

since its activation in Canp Shelby, Mississippi, in February, 1943,

his battlefield commission for his ejcenplary mA inspiring e ~ N co-iinander
training and tattle periods. He demonstrated his abilities as a field coa.an ©
under the most adverse c ?idi"tions in conbat*

When his platoon leader was wounded during mi attack in the vicinity of

Sprojelled guS! %he eneny als had the advantages of cording ground,
initial surprise and superior fire powert

ChaiAori reorganized his platoon ond directed its N
positions.

His cheerfulness and efficiency contyilDuted much to the namtenan e
of morale in his platoon and corapany.

On another occasion, in the vicinity of HUX 140.

he again assuaed charge of his platoon when his platoon leader a

r e f4 =
ground which dominated the fields of fire to the company front.

Toward evening, aernmn artillery laid an extremely hc”™ ~ ~ \  rage#

In

JaP i P feilU - centr” ed+8L1 & =a .

face of the  eXL eeXy difficult in
extraordinary coolness in controlling ~ ~ effective rifle fire of the platoon
force were driven bacic, largely through the effective riXla, AL
tinder his direction. Though his group suffered ten ca®sl1™®® t S
action, he personally supervised their evacuation to sa *

Several deys later, during the attack north of Castellina, he H &
assmed command of his platoon in dig in
his up over dangerous terrain some 1,50 yr N

. y hours durinfg heavy_enen71y
to withstand expected ene”™ aseaults. For more than 48 hours, ~ ™ fn d

nin™ ire
artillery shelling concentrated on his platoon Bector, he kep \Y



Early in th© Qf th$ third dayf he led, hie pjntdbn and company iia an

4\ attack which smashed forward 1t200 yardsSi O company coarnander ftomplinented
hie actions "by stating that his platoon executed ilis diffi*uX” part in the attack
in perfect tactical manner, as well ae the holding kction which fallowed while
coriQentrs.ted sniper, machinegun, ©achine pistol, artillery, and heavy mortar fire
showered around $hemt

In all subsequent acti6n, for a period of almost tjaree weeks, he reaained
in sole charge of his platoon in lieu of an officer during Bone of the bitterest
fighting for the approaches of Piisa and Leghorn,

His professional knowledge and the highly competent cianner in which he met
every tactical situation aljly demonstrated his ability tp fill the position of
platoon leader, his stated.

For six years prior to entering the army at Port KacArthur, California,
January 29,1941~ Chomori was a produce truck driver* living at 439 South Pacific
Avenue, Glendalet He received his basic training at Fort Ord, Californiat leter
"being transferred to Canmp Orowder, Miss U3%* He was assigned as one of the
cadre for the -442, coc™posed entirely of Americans of Japanese ancestry, on its
aetivation at Casp Shelly,

His wife, Hrsf JIXsie 1* Chomori, lived in Compton» California, before she
was avaouated to the Rowher Helocation Center, Arkansas. His parents, Mr* and
Mrs, K”™nsaku ChorAori, and four "brothers and two sisters live in the Hanzanay
Relocation Center, California,
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110-PO S A A, CALIFO A. JAP  s&-
RESC'G”™  M-POmTP C ! RADe IN ITALY

WTH THS HO T AR1H, ITALY~-Smalls wiry, XIO-pound Private Takaji J* Goto,
ex—aviation mechanic of Santa Anna, California, rescued a 175-pomid v/ounded
comrade and carried him to safety under heavy enemy fire on the Fifth Army front
in Italy recently*

American. 443d. RegimentaX Combat TeaiQt tiBe attached to the 34th '-Red BullH
Infantry Division,

S5heir unit, a flank security detail, was attacked and driven "back by a
Oerman rifle and machinegun corapajiy during the advance yp H ill140 near Molino
A Ventoatlto,

The \mit withdrew 25 yards leaving one dead and one wounded. Goto vol\u>-
tariXy crawled iDack 75 yards to t*© wounded cian in the face of ffl8ch.ine pistol
and rifle fire with scant concealment and no cover. Applying a tourniquet to
the leg of his 175-pound comrade, and in the widst of small arms fire and hand
grenades, he dragged the heavy man to safety,

Elements of Goto's company counterattacked a few hours later and secured
the hill*

Before entering the army, &otot with his mother* waB evacuated to Manzanar
Relocation Center, in California, from Santa Anna.

His mother, Mrs. Kotsuru Goto, still is at Hanzanar,

Snlisted personnel of the 442d is made tro entirely of Americans of Japanese
ancestry*



TURE RELEASE

' ¥M DEPARTOTI ﬂ A U EW S
Bureau of Public Relations |)£?£|_||P|EN[‘ B') WRA

/ - PBBSS HCH
5%le " BS 6700
Brs. 3425 and 4860

PUTItTHE RELEASE
POR miM S3 FRIDAY AM*> OCTOBER 30.1944

JAP- AMERICAN IHEERS HBIiP KESP
PIPTH ARMY MOV IN ITALY

VLTE THE TIPTH ARMY, ITAX»Y**In advance compajiy of volunteer Japanese~
American Engineers has "been x™orking and fixating with frontr-line Infantrymen in
tiieU ftli Anny”s drive over the forested mountains of nortiierii Italy..

They built roads, constructed "by-passes and picked up hundreds of enemy
mines, all in range of German shell fir©-—meamrhile lociocldliig off their share of
Krauts*

~art of a special regimental combat team activated and trained at Canp
Shen3yt Mississippi| last year, all raeinbera of the iSnglneey company are Miqt-
leans of Japanese descent who volunteered foi* combat duty froto Hawaii and relo-
cation centers in the United States*

When they joined the Atmy as fresh troopsf they were assigned the
main road of advance in their sector_c)jie of the toughest job om the .front,

~rosj the first day we knew vg had a smart, rugged gangfn said First liea-*
tenajit Prank Hasten of White Lake, South Dakotat Enginoer officer* ffThey*re
©oger to learn and they cooperate perfectly* They're a good (X Ungineer outfit,¥

Their normal work is routine and laborious* Hoad gangs swing picks and
axes in "broiling sunt often missing the noon meal» Sometimes they v/ork 24 hours
in one si4ft filling up shell holes with rocks, gnd gravel*

Qlle of theii* most important jobs ia constructing 'by—parses-  ergency run”
arounds tlirou™h stream beds V/laere retreating (Jermons have *blovm up "bridgesf
Huge, rumbling "bulldozers and air drills are used foy this work* As soon as
the Krauts give up a bridge positlon3 the advance Japaaese-American Engineers
S\irarm in to chop down trees around it, grade down the eiabankments* With every
minute counting, the husky little GXs, stripped to the waist, work furiously 1 ;
alozig the streams so that infantry and vehicles may move up at the earliest
possible moment. On three occasions this outfit has opened roads for the first
of advancing iFifth Array tanks*

Vi/hile the road gangs are at work, special crows sweep the area for* mines.
Swinging electric disc detectors in front of them a few inches above the ground
groups of two explore cautiously aljout through the dusty weeds along ditches
and *banksf listening intently for the sharp "buzz of their instrument which
reveals the carefully hidcLen trap of explosives* Hllec/iatelyt skilled fingers
meh rnt the min© and dig it up* Vital areas are literally paved with mines,
each, of whici; imxst "be discovered in tills painstaking fashion#

HOBS



It means hour after hour of tense, dangerous work. J8ut at its completion
they can taclc up the most farniliar and welcome road sign in Italy today: HHIIES
CL3AE3D—SIX TOT. w

Knowing that the Engineers will immediately appear on the scene, the Ger"
mans usually leave sneers behind vho guaxd the demolitions and mined areas,
hoping to delay the oncoialng troops by shooting the repairmen* The Japanese
Araerleans keep their Tommy guns handy and they know how to use them. 2?heir
combat record reads like that of Infantrymen: they have Kkilled eight G-erraans,
wounded several others, and captured five* Twelve of their own nmen liave been
wounded, and -one killed.

21%e coinpany is le<i "by energetic, cordifpL Captain Pershing ISfal"ada of -
chellt Hebraska# Having received a "bachelor”™ degree in mechanical engineering
from the University* of ITel3raskaf he entered the Army iimaediately upon graduation.

officer just couldnU ask for a nicer company of soldiers,Mdeclares
Captain Uakada» ”"I*ve never had to discipline one of them and we*ve never had

a single A¥OL. Their morale is excellent and it always will Te "because they
know tHey!re doing an iiaportant job*n

Sach of the six offie s in tixe CQEipany, all of whosi are Japanese Americans,
has attended a college or university. In addition to Captain Halcada, First Lieu-
tenants V/alter Matstunoto of HouoXuXu and G-ilbort D* Eo"batake of Hilo, Hawaii,
"both Platoon leaders, studied eiigineering at the University of Hawaii and were

civil engineers in the islands TYen tlioy entered the ~ Two other officers
are graduates of the University of Hawaii Hrst ldeutenaivfc Yosidharu Ulsuji of

Paia, Hawaii* platoon leader, and Second lieutenant Prancis I* Pujito, of Hono-
lulu, administrative officer# The compaiiy™ liaison officer™ Second Lieutenant
G-eorge Hagai of iNlmeda, 27%exas, was greucluated from Texas,A & M University”®

3
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LOS AHGBLES SOIDISR IS PIRST ARTILLERYMAN IN
JAPAUESE-AHERICAH UNIT TO WIH SILVER STAR

WTH THE PXJTH ARMY, ITALY-"--First artilleryman in the Japanese—American
442d Eegimental Comibat Team to receive the Silver Star for gallantry in action on
the rifth Army front in Italy is Sergeant Mac M. Motonaga, formerly of Los
Angeles, California.

He was decorated for risking his life to establish communication with an
artillery observer. His voluntary action enabled the forward observer to direct
devasting artillery fire upon enemy positions, silencing their small arms and
mortars and permitting American troops to continue an advance.

His citation reads, in part:

"Montonaga was accompanying an Infantry company as a member of an artillery-
forward observation section when they became pinned down ty hostile small arms
crossfire from three directions as well as continuous and. concentrated mortar and
artillery fire. One of the platoons occupied a hill which afforded the only means
of otsei*vation of hostile positions* This platoon was cut off from the remainder
of the company, and the position it held, was-becoming untenable due to enemy
pressure. Motonaga voluntarily went forward to establish connnunications for the
artillery observer. He worked his way forward under heavy hostile fire to the
position occupied by the forward platoon, assisted in organizing an observation
post and established radio communications, erialiling the adjustment of artillery
time fire on the enemy positions which completely silenced all small arms and
portar fire coming from the left front,

Mhe initiative and courageous determination of Motonaga enabled the forward
platoon to maintain its position until relieved, "by another unit.1

The com'bat team” enlisted personnel is composed entirely of Americans of
Japanese ancestry.

Montonaga lived at 1825 Beverly Boulevard, Los Angeles, until he was sent to
Heart Mountain Relocation Center, Wyoming. He resettled in Oklahoma and signed
up for overseas service when the War Department called for volunteers for the
Japanese-American,com'bat team. He entered service at Durant, Oklahoma.
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LOS MiaELBS JAPAHBSE-AMERICAI? SOLDIER SILEHCES
OEBM AETILLERY IN IUKLY

WITH-THE FIFTH AE]yry, ITALY—Neutralizing an 8-~mm self- propelled German field
gun which was threatening his entire company, Private First Class Kiyoshi Muranaga
of Los Angeles, California, recently was credited with saving the lives of many of
his "buddies on the Pifth Army front in Italy*

As the Japanese-American 442d Regimental Combat Team was moving up a narrow,
winding valley in the vicinity of Suvereto, northern Italy, it was challenged by
strong enemy forces* The Germans were well dug-in in prepared positions and had
the additional advantage of initial surprise.

The'sudden fire of a German 88 caused disruption of the Japanese-American
company” rankse

Private Muranaga was first gunner of a 60—m squadL ' His sergeant c”alled
squad together and ordered them to set up the nortar in position for aGjiioiu The
gun was- in a slight depression on the forward slope facing ,the eneny artillery
piece across the narrow valley.

Heavy casualties were being inflicted upon the company and Muranaga volunteer-
ed an attempt to neutralize the Geman weapon. He remained behind while the rest
of the squad sought protective cover, marxned the mortar and opened fire upon the
enemy 400 yards away. Tlee shells were landing close and directly in front of the
enemy piece, Meani«rhilef the German gun crew, spotting the source of mortar fire,
turned.the 88 directly upon Muranaga. 1

In the midst of heavy shrapnel, the Japanese-American soldier continued to
fire until the 88 w/as neutralized and the enemy forced to withdraw,

Son of Mrs, Kikoyo Muranaga, now of the Granada Relocation Center, Amache,
Colorado, Muranaga lived, in Southern California until all persone of Japanese
extraction were evacuated from that area. A tnick driver, he volunteered for
combat duty from the relocation center and entered service at Fort Warren,

Wyoming, May 29,1943,
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SEATTLE JAPAESSE-AICERICAN SOLDISR REALIZES
FOUR 11AZI MACHINTEGUNS IH ITMjT

WITH THE FIiTH ASMT, ITAIT--Private First Class Bill Uakamura of Seattle™'
Washington, nerd'ber of the Japanese-American 442d Regimental ComiDat Team, single-
handedly neutralized four German heavy machinegans on the Fifth Army front in
Italy recently.

Two platoons of Uakanurafs outfit were pinned down 'by fii*e from the heavy
nachineguns near Ca-stellina, Italy. Without awaiting orders, the Seattle soldier
crawled across exposed terrain toward the enemy emplacements. His comrades dis-
covered. his action and opened up with supporting i”ifle fire* *

When within 150 yards, he fired upon one machinegun nest with his Garand. rifl"®
His accurate fire knocked it out and forced the other three gun crews to retreat
in disorder*

Returning to his platoon, ITakainura noticed that autoinatic weapons fired froiQ
a farmhouse were harassing his buddies. Nearest to the farmhousef he signaled, his
company to withdraw while he covered their movement. Making his way 75 yards to
the left, he fired from the protection of a slight depression, holding the enemy
and protecting the withdrawal of his unit.

His squad leader, Staff Sergeant Stanley Serikalca of* Kaneohe, Oaiiu, eredited
Uakaimira with having saved the lives of many of his fellow soldiers*

A student at the University of Washington, Hakamura lived in Seattle, Washing-
ton! until all persons of Japanese ancestry were evacuated from the Pacific Coast.
He volunteered for the conibat team from the Minidoka Relocation Center, Hunt,
Idaho.



FUTURE RELEASE

A[ NEWS
s 1* OE s’
FUTURE RELEASE

JOR RELEASE FRIMT A.M«. NOVEMBER 3, 1944

JAPAKESE~AHERI CAN ARTILLSHTMAH FROM McG-1LL. HEYADA.
CAPTURES THREE GEBMAHS IH ITALY

WITH THE FIFTH AEMY, |ITALY- First Japanese-American artilleryman to capture
an enemy during the Iltalian campaign was sergeant Kay lhara, HcG-ill, Nevada, radio
operator for a headquarters "battery in the Japanese-Araerican 442d Regimental
ComlDat Team, who recently turned in three Mercian prisoners he took on the fifth
Army front in Iltaly

Xhara was a neriiBer of a forward observation party attached to an Infantry
company at the time. The party was halted '"by enemy small arms fire on a hill.
Noticing unusual movement near a "dugcmt close by the pinned-down troops, hara
crawled over to investiagte. Armed with only a carbine, he returned with three
prisoners,

AL 1 did was creep up to them, and they hollered, eKaraerad. 1M lhara said*
uWhat else could a guy do "but take them prisoners?a His regiment"s enlisted
personnel is composed entirely of Americans of Japanese descent

lhara wears the Purple Heart for wounds received, in an earlier battle# He
has three brothers in the Array, John, a corporal at Camp., Savage, Minnesota; Bo"b
a private with an Infantry outfit in the 442d; and Jack, a private TfTirst .class,

who 1is with an engineer outfit, on the European western front
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LOS MGELES JiPMESE iiMSRICM SOLDIER RECEIVES BRONZE STim
WITH THE FIFTH ARMY ITALY- For Successfully "bringing medical aid through
to wounded comrades with whom contact had '"been losti Private Jou Okitsus formerly
of Los Angeles* California* recently was awarded the Bronze Star for heroic
achievement. He serves on the Fifth Army front in Italy with the Japanese-—
iunerican Regimental Conibat Teacit whose enlisted personnel is cocrposed
entirely of Americans of Japanese ancestry.
His citation reads> in part:
nvJhen 10 and 15 cien were wounded by extremely heavy eneciy mortar and artil-
lery barrages* the executive officer of Private Okitsu®"s conpany was unalDle to
conta”ct the iDattalioii aid sts-tion due to severed conriunications. Private Okitsu
upon his own iInitistive began the journey over approximately 300 yaras of open,
terrain to find aid for his wounded comrades. Almost the entire length of the
trip» he was subjected to machinegun and sniper fire. Several times he was
halted ty artillery and mortar "barrages. At length* '"by creeping» crawling* and
mnning through all tile hazards that befell him* he nanaged to locate the aid
station. Summoning litter "bearers, medical aid men and a surgeon, he Teturnear
his company area. Private Okitsuls voluntary actions and heroic determination
enabled the wounded nen. to receive pron™)% medical attention.w
A truck gardner in X<os Angeles before he entered the* Ariny» March 18> 19Ul»
he has TDeen with the Japsnese”™Anericen conibat tean since itg activation at
Carap ShellDy* Mississippi early in 1973t
His parents an a sister have lived at CoXorsdo River RsXocs. "fcioii Center*

Poston Arizona, since they were sent there in 1972*



# FUTURE release ififtil HVS

PLEASE NOTE OATE

WAR DEPABTMSMT
Bureau of Public Relations
PRSSS ERAKCH
Tel. - RE 6700
Brs. 3425 and 4860

CULLUM _ A
PAYNE

WE»SS —
Noble~_rL *

rel e ase

FUTURE

r R RELSASH ~/ EDITESDAY P. M. . KOVSMBBR 8, 1944

JAPAJJISSE-AMSRICAK SOLDIER SSTS HP LISTOIHO POST
IU HIUEFI D APTER L I N O RSHIDSE Ol: GaiRMAF ATTACH

WITH TEE HfTH ABIT, 10lAiy— Concluding an all-day race against advanc-
ing German infantrymen who attacked after communication with his mortars
had "been destroyed, Staff Sergeant Charles K. Harada recently spent the
night crawling on hands and knees through a mine field to establish a listen-
ing post sn the Fifth Army front in ItaXy

Leader of a mortar squad in Japanese-American 442d Regimental
ComlDat Team, enlisted men of which are all Americans of Japanese ancestry,
Haradals home is in Honolulu, Oahu, Hawaii.

When iilis section leader was wounded and evacuated during heavy enemy
artillery and mortar fire, Harada took over. Snemy shell fire was constantly
cutting telephone lines "between the observation post and his mortars, leaving
o-peration instructions with his first gunners, h$ embarked on a solo patrol
of the lines. Though the enemy continued to shell his $ector, he traced the
lines "back and forth from gums to observation isost, repairing breaks as he
discovered them, an average of three or four to every trip. This he did for
several hours,

%en the comnainication system was utterly destroyed, he ordered his
gunners to fire into a draw where he had observed a platoon of German infantry-
men -preparing to counterattack and rushed 300 yards up an exposed slope to
assume personally the function of observer, P-unning tetw en .guns and ob-
servation post, correcting fire as the enemy shifted, he continued for hours
to direct fire on enemy, finally "breaking his counterthrust

That night he was ordered to lead a group though heavily mined areas
to establish a listening post. Proceeding on hands and knees in pitch
darkness he probed for mines and led his party to its objective.

HIt was so dark that we had to follow right behind him. Had he missed
a mine tt accidentally tripped a wire, all of us would have Tseen "blown to
kingdom come, n said Private First Class Jerry Shigaki, formerly of Los
Angeles, California, more recently of G-ranada Helocation Center, Amache,
Colorado. nHe was so calm and deXi"berate, though, that we all had confidence
in him and went along without much fear.u

Recalling Haradals efforts of the afternoon to maintain communications
Private First Class ,fAceH Takayama of Fresno, California said, flt was a
wonder Harada wasn” hit. Jerry shells fell all around him ap.d X could have
sworn that I saw shells light on him more than once,”™ Takayama formerly
was sent fyom Los Angeles to Colorado Hiver Helocation Center, Poston
Arizona.

Harada was employed "by Pisher Corporation, and the Star-Bulletin in
Honolulu.

D
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JAP SB-AHBRICANS MY TWO MIXASS OF ¥XKB
EARA. LIEL TO ITALIAH rROHT

WIJH THE n?TS. AEMY, [HIEAXiY—= Corporal Hiroshi Tadalauna, Tformerly of Xi s
Angeles, California, and the Oranada Relocation Center, Amache, Colorado, and
Private First Class James Matsunaga of Honolulu, Oahu, Hawaii, recently laid
two parallel miles of wire on the"ltalian front to establish comimmication be-
tween two battalions of the Japanese-Araerican 442d Eegimental Com®"bat Team

Neither man knew the exact location of the adjacent TDattalion command post
when he started out; "but each, took two reels of Vv/ire, and moved out in the gen-
eral direction of the neighboring unit, Jlaying the wire in the most concealed
places* After hours of Taruising, heavy work, "both reached the terminusf

After a short rest they started on their return tripf While moving over
alz ut 50 yards of open ground the twro wiremen noticed a break in the lines,
caused "by enen™r artillery* As they were repairing if, more artillery and small
arms fire opened up on them. But they continued their work until they had re-
paired the "break and communications had "been restored. Hours later they were
able to return to their own post, reaching it without suffering injury*

"That was the worst cross-country run *ve "been on,H said Tadakuga Had
we traveled too far north off our course, we would have walked right into Jerry,n

H¢¥e were always afraid some Jerry snipei* would spot us when we were laying
the wire* 1 guess we were pretty clumsy with the reels Taut those awki\rard spools
get av/ fully heavy, added Matsunaga” Imhat artillery "barrage made us forget
how tired we were, though*

Matsunaga®s home is at 19S4 Home Rule Street, Honolulu* Tad”~kuma Hlived,
in Los Angeles before lie was sent to tiie G-ranada Center™
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LOS MGELES J™VSSE-iiMERICiiN SOLDIER RECBI”™S BRONZS STiig.

WITH THE FIFTH ARMY. ITALY-"-For Successfully "bringing medical aid through

to wounded comrades with when contact had "been lost» Private Jou Okitsu> formerly

of Los Arigeles» California» recently was awarded the Bronze Star for heroic

achievement. He serves on the Fifth Army front in ltaly with the Japanese™-

iunerican ~U2d Eegimental Qoiribat Team, whose enlisted personnel iIs conposed.
entirely of Americans of Japanese ancestry.

His citation reads» in part;

»ntien 10 and 15 men were wounded extrenely heavy eneny Eiortar and artil-

lery "barrages, the executive officer of Private Okitsu"s company was unable to

contact the -battalion Maid station due towered commni cations. Private. Okitsu

upon his own initiative iDegan the jowney over approximately 3 of open

terrain ¢o find aid for. his wounded comrades. Almost the entire lengtn of the

trip, he was subjected to machinegun and sniper fire. Several times he was

halted "by artillery and mortar barrages. At length, “0O7 creeping, crawling* and

running thresh all the hazards that befell him, he managed to locate the aid

station. Sumoning litter bearers medical aid men and a surgeon, he refimie”

his conpP”y area. Private Okitsu®"s voluntary actions and heroic determination

enabled the wounded men to receive proinp% medical attention. &t

A truck gardner in Los Angeles before he entered the Army, March 1S. 19Ula

he has "been with the Japanese-Ajnerican cocibat teaxi since its activation at

Canp Shelly* Mississippi early in 197°3T
His parents and a sister have lived at Colorado River Relocation Center

Poston» Arizona, since they were sent there in 192
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CAK AWARDED
SILVER STAR POSTHUMOUSLY

WITH THE FIFTH ARMY» ITALY- For gallantry in action on the Fifth Army front
in Italy* a Los Angeles» California infantryman of the Japanese-American 442d
Regimental Combat Team, Corporal Yoshiharu Aoyama, recently was awarded e
Silver Star posthumously.

Though TDoth his legs had T*een Dlownoff when he w”Ant to

wounded cou”anion, Yoshiiiaru refused medical attention and
I k,Mter the other injured soldiers first

N rs
msis * wouUnded
He died a day after he was woimded

His citation readse in part;

ACorporal Aoyama crawled through heavy mortar, artillery and small arms

fire to rescue an artillery farward observer who had teen wounf ~ L £ h”

fer d
While rendering first aid to the wooded artUXeryman, Corporal N ® red
a direct hit from an enemy artillery sheXX* and Ipotii his legs
ebelow the knees. Corporal Aoyama attempted to render himself first n X
~retained control of himself until reached Ly his platoon leader and a medicl
aid mane...

was evacuated to an aid sMioti under c r =

men askedl the more' seriously wounded t speek up : 6 i Aovairx replied,
first and evacuated to the rear.

When asked how he was. Corporal Aoyama”~replied
"1"m all right. Tlae others need help more than X do.

cLtinuLly refused to accept aid until the others
the medical

+rec " , w + imt-il

rintke 11"
aid men started to trert him was the extent of his in u

covered. Corporal Aoyama died the next day.

nThe extreme physical and moral courage of
for his fellow comrades when himself mortally wounded reflect the highest
traditions of the military s rvicO*w

Aoyama volunteered for service with the UU2d Combat Teanm,

whose enlisted
personnel

is composed entirely of Americens of Japanese ancestry.

He sold fmit in Los Mgeles. Cdi f_ia Defoi*

he and M s
removed from their home at 131 East Second Street. Los fr
the relocation center at Heart Mountain”™ Wyoming. He studied chemistry
three years at University of California at Los imgeles.
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