





/"0C 4

I>_<xMeN- vsy

NrYMB<rv/—

o-Ht"-N.

<4



July 21,194 2

Mr* John B. Pehle,

Asst*to the
Treasuiyy Dept.

N Wash. D. C,
Dear Mr, Pehle:

For your information I am enclosing a copy of a 16-tter dated ~uly 17th received
from farl R. Bendetsen, Colonel, G.S. C., Asst. Chief of Staff, Civil Affairs Division, wit'r

referenceto the assumption by the of the responsibilities that;this bank has been carryiing
on for the WCCA. together with its enclosure, being a letter from Fryer. Regional Dr. of
the WRA.,

You may recall thatl discussed this question with you on the telephone and in-
formed you that the WRA was giving consideration to it. As you will see form the enclosures,
it has decided to take over this responsibility* The letter does not, however, Indicate
whether the WRA will seek delegation of freezing authority from the Secty. of the Treasury*

For your further infornation, this particular service is to be under the super-
vision of a Mr# Russell T. Robinson, who was associated with the Farm Secur”™y Administration
working on farm problems for evacuees. He appears to be a very competent man and, of course
has good experience with agricultural problems. He called upon us the other day to get a
better idea of the type of problem which he was liable to encounter in connection witfe the
service we have been rendering. We, of coux-se, expressed our willihgness to be of whatever
assistance we could and to make available to him any information which might be in our files.

We are still engaged in servicing the evacuation in Military Area No. 2 in
Calif, and, of course, do not know exactly when all the evacuees will be transferred from
assembly centers to war relocation areas, but ai least with the receipt of this letter we have
toowledge that our services will be difinitely teminated when these moves are accomplished.

Vice President

WDCand FA
WGCA
July 17, 1942

Mei“o for: Mr. William H. Hale, Federal Reserve Baank
Subject: Evacuee Property Protection Services.

In pursuance of our conversation of last week in which you ihquired as to the
intention of WRA. regarding the assumption of responsibilities relative to evacuee property
protection, 1 enclose a copy of a Memo received from that Authority which | believe is self-
explantory,

2, Of course, following transfer of responsibility arrangements will be mutually
accomplished to provide appropriate access to pertinent records necessary to the discharge
by WRA of such responsibilities with provisions for copying such extracts as may be necessary,

Karl R. Bendetsen

WRA San Francisco
July 1G, 1942
Mamo to: Karl R. Bendetsen, Colonel, G.S.C., Ffisst. Chief of Staff, Givil Affairs Division

Subject: Evacuee Property Protection Services

Answering your i”emo of July 8r it is theintention of theWRA to assume the responsibilities Iin
connection with the management of evacuee properties, following the completion of the evacuation
of Military Area No* We assume thit all records will be turned over to this authority by the

FRB and the FSA.
E. R. Fryer, Regional Director









Seattle, Wash*

Memo to Rassell Robinson
Narrative Report- Jtme 3 to July 1,

P* 5

In the Portland area w® have had manerous requests for emergency pickups
inTolTing fanp net equipneatf la the main this equipment is old and aot rtttdily
saleable even *f the evaeuee has authorized ua to dispose of itf but it is faun
dquipment which h® used at the time he was fagniag In thd aroa snd whi<th hs eould
us© again if le wrre pemittM to return# feel that it oup obligation to
st F6 the dQuipment pending disposal of it byli tlie onnidr* ®IQpPO go© two poasons
why this equipment is idle at present:
> the farm lias beea sold and the aew om»r ha«m ao aeed for the equipment*

2* the lease arraiigemtet nmede prior to evacuation ia regard to the use of khe ©qguip
ment had ejpiped and the lessee does aot car© to nove the equipment to his new loeaFlon*
Sven k* if he did want to nove 4t to a new location, it might be undesirable fiwn the
standpoint of the eTaouee who might lose his interest in the equipment because of the
aek of proper lease arrangement“

W feel that WHASS responsabllity is satisfied if the evacuee is notified of tha
elBOumatano&s iorrouiiding his equipment and ukleaa he supplies us with ppouep n n
nkta authorization, we have no alternative but to ttore the equipment if we are told
i% is bsing abandoned or that ttie dquipment must be r€Bi 7ed frooiits present placo ot
storage

W ape getting a number of requests from Caucasian custodians to pic> house
Molds goods and other personal belongings now stored with them, Ofteatimes we do apt"
hftar ofthifl aeed for remoTal of evacuee pe”pertywitixtx until it haa become an emergency
necessitating quiek action on our part in order to protect the interest of the e7aecuee«
W beliwe some method shonM be s«t«p whereby this can be handled locally * so as to
avoid the necessity of sSasxtxs clearance with the San itpancisoo office before action
is taken on »mmifc the request*

n e A number of lease arraageioents ned© by the evacuees with substitute operators call
for a Bliy* share crop rental«Ve hav© felt that in the past thQ 67810110 lifts not bden getting
a fair deal from the substitute operators due to the fact that he has been bypassing the
proeeaso 1who is supposed to handle all produce from the faim and iias sold direct O® the
cash markBt where he could get a better priee for his produce and that he has nede little
ot no rotums for these eftsh s&Xds* That sort of Gondltion is apt to happen itiiezis Wr
share—rojjping is practised* HovdTer™ all ot the shardcroppers in this area have been

contacted and it has Deen pointed out to them that WRA will expect a very definite
Accounting for all income a&d expenses ia eonnee”™ion with thdir farming opOré&t:ioii8*

It is ddc belief that we will be able to show a retura frcii the entire farming
operations which will include most of the esh sales and which will show a reduction im
expenses of operation by insistiitg upon a stateiofint from the operator shortly after the
crop i>n question has been narlced* To hejtphilii this oup men have Tlsited all of the
strairtjerpy fields in this area and have stiBatod yields and possibkk exp :uses in connection
witr;y;cmazig’r;owing and harvestingnof the crop# lacli grower will be expeetdd to account for
eye

/s/ Claude G« Walker



EXCERPT PROM
MINUTES OP MEETING OP THE
CALIFORNIA STATE U. S. D. A. WAR BOARD

Date: Thursday, October 1 , 1942

Future Handling of Evacuee Property

Mr. Russell Robinson, Chief, Evacuee Property Division, War
Relocation Authority, .appeared before the Board to discuss the
situation in regard to the handling of evacuee property and to
ask for recommendations as to how this matter should be handled
in the future. Mr. Robinson explained that when the evacuation
program was ordered by the Army, two agencies were given res-
ponsibility for- the handling of property problems. PSA took

care of those concerning farm properties, and the Federal Reserve
Bank those concerned with commercial and other city properties.
Upon the arrival of the evacuees at relocation centers the
responsibilities of both these agencies were handed to the
Division of Evacuee Property of the \RA. The time allowed by

the Army to effect the transfer of these properties was very
limited. Also, certain of the Japanese holdings did no lend
themselves particularly well to individual operations. In

order to facilitate their transfer within the time limitations
and maintain production, corporations were formed by processing
and packing houses to take over the operation of a considerable
number of these farms. Funds were secured from the PSA for
operating these farms through twelve-month loans. The cropping
season is- now coming to a close and these companies have indicated
to the WRA that unless G-overnment money will be available to them
their operation of these farms will be discontinued.

The operations in question are located largely in Placer County
and comprise some 200 farms with an approximate acreage of 5800
acres. The average size of each farm is 29.8 acres. The
principal crops are plums, peaches and pears, some sugar beets,
tomatoes and grapes.

The two problems faced by the WRA at this time are the question

of whether funds will be made available and whether the production
of these lands would be considered essential and should be con-
tinued. Mr. Robinson stated that the WRA is concerned with carry-
ing out its responsibility iIn seeing that there is continuity of
product ion on these lands and that the interests of the evacuees
are preserved and protected.

Mr . Hollenberg pointed out that the funds made available by the
Army to PSA were advanced in the interests of national defense as
a means of meeting an emergency situation and now that the Japa-
nese are out of the area they are no longer concerned. He also
stated that the corporations organized to operate these Japanese
properties are subsidiary corporations to existing successful



corporations formed for the purpose of securing Government money

without risk for these particular

responsibility or authority for the continuation of these
important question was what should be done
Hollenberg was asked

He thought the most

about individual ownership. Mr.

operations and that PSA has no
loans.

if the PSA

would consider making a loan for the following season on those

individual farms which had paid out the
that this would be done but that such
Tapp (Vice President, Bank of America,
non-crop property.
said that depended on the decision of the owner of the
Robinson said that depended on the decision of the
instances owners have requested
in other cases owners are
their properties with the hope of being able to return

Mr.
policy of WRA with regard to

Mr.
the property. In some
liquidate their holdings and

war,

Mr.
maintain these properties

the responsibility to WRA to continue production.
- alternate for Prof. Crocheron) pointed out that frequently

AES

initial loan. He indicated
loans were limited to $2500.
S.P.) asked about the
Mr . Rob inson
property.
owner of
?/RA to
maintaining
after the

Tapp was of the opinion that the G-overnment was obligated to
in a producing capacity and that

it was

Mr. Ralston

the farms owned by the Japanese were peculiarly adapted to
Japanese family operations and he doubted whether any other

family could take over such farms

and make any profit. Mr.

Robinson cited the example followed by one company which had

taken over some evacuated fTarms.
and the vineyard
livestock with a minimum of labor

might be done with some evacuee fTarms but

the
income from the original

income derived from this type
crop and

The original
is being replaced with

is being removed
ladino clover t,0 produce
requirements. He said this

it was doubtful if

of operation would equal the
also, that permission would have

to be obtained from the owner of the land before such a change

could be made.
that on many of these farms the
of the rocky and uneven nature of
land should be pastured to ladino
Mr. Ralston asked if Mr. Robinson
the area concerned to see if they
an alternative use of these farms

Mr . Reddick (SGS) agreed with this,
irrigation

pointing out
is very poor because
the terrain and he thought such
clover or natural grasses.

had talked with local people in
could offer advice as to whether
could be made iIn such a way that

they could be operated more economically and still contribute to

the war effort.

t was his opinion that a detailed appraisal of

these farms should be made to determine how they can be best used

under war conditions.

IT these operations are to be continued he did not feel, that the
Government was obligated to take all the risk.

Mr . Robinson asked the Board for their opinion as to how essential
they considered the production from this property in relation to

the present national need.

IT decided that

it is not essential

he pointed out that plans for substituting something else should
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'e made or if it is considered essential plans should be made for
continuing the present production. Mr. Davidson informed Mr.

Hob inson that the State Board had been endeavoring to obtain from
Washington information as to which agricultural commodities are
wanted and in what quantities. A list of ten war crops has been
received but no Information has yet been sent out regarding
vegetables and some fruits. However, he said i1t cou d safely

be assumed that vegetables would be needed, probably processed
rather than fresh shipments. Flax is considered more essential
than such crops as lettuce and melons. Dehydrated fruits will

be in demand and fruits that can be dehydrated will have to be
used for that Durpose * No word has been received to indicate
that fresh pears and plums are very essential.

.(PBP) Mr . Deuel was of the opinion that the farms in Placer County
were too small to produce any very essential crop and the effect
of the shortage of manpower would have to be considered in any
operation. Mr. Tapp maintained that the Government had assumed

the responsibility of taking the evacuee property over and acting as
an intermediary and this policy should be continued. Mr. Scott
(AMS & BAE) did not believe the War Board should attempt to
settle the policies to be administered by the WRA but that it
should convey to them the commodities that are wanted. He also
called attention to the fact that the Japanese had been very well
protected in all arrangements made. It was agreed by the Board,
however, that continued production is essential,

Mr. Davidson asked for expressions from the Board regarding con-
tinued production on any Japanese lands whether operated by cor-
porations or individuals. Mr. Reddick (SCS) stated that some
crops would have to be produced to take the place of the foods
taken over for Lend-Lease and the Army and Navy and that soon

the point would be reached where certain crops would be taken over
entirely by the armed forces. His viewpoint was that each acre-
age should be used to produce to its best capacity whether tlie
crop was classed as an essential war crop or not. It was Mr.
Hollenbergls opinion that before long a priority of crpps would
be established. Mr. Ralston said that this wou d have to be

done on some scientific basis that could be supported. He re-
ported that P. A. Minges of the Extension Service and other
scientists of the University have been making an appraisal of

the principal vegetable crops of California on the basis of food-
value produced per acre per hour of man. labor. Through this sur-
vey a fund of scientific information will be accumulated on which
the value of particular crops may be determined. Mr. Hollenberg
further stated that regardless of whetherpriority crop rating
was established, the fact should '"be kept in mind that it is
essential to produce as much as possible, and any crop that can
be raised without misusing the land should be produced if the
land cannot be used for priority crops. Mr. Deuel concurred in
this opinion saying that every pound of food that can be produced
is needed. Mr. Robinson indicated that the opinions expressed
toy he Board ould te very helpful*

- ww "( n



War Relocation Authority

1709-21st StreQt
Sacramento, 14, Calif.
December 33,1943

Eleanor J. Bauman, Documentary” Section
Whitcomb Hotel Building
San Francisco,2, Calif*

BE: Report of Evacuee Property Offices

Dear Sleaa®r:
In compliance "with your request in your memorandum to C. W. Hatch of

November 18, we ai® submitting jshe following inforniation which, as you know, 1is
based mainly on memory.

In talking to you the 16 of Nov., you indicated you wish to know what
took place after May of 1942, up to and including the time when the WEA came into
the picture as far as the Ovacuae agricultural properties are concerned* The only
data that | can give you would be that which I had experienced in the Sacraniento
Office. Uy territory waa large, however, so | believed "the conditions in general
which I experienced would holt true on the balance of the West Goeubi*

At the end of Majs 1942, a great raany of the loans which were in process
prior t) jckaxiima: that time had as yet not been completed, in so far as the new
operators ara taking over the property were concerned* By that time we had new
tenants to take over the evacuees* farms, and In most cases It was a matter of
office procedure with regard to the loans, which waxannade the deal as yet incomplete
On most of the transfers from the evacuees to Caucasian operators, the equipment
on the ranches was either rented with the ranch or sold* There were a few instance
however, in wgiich the equipment was actually put into permanent storage*

Ih this area,nine operating aam™aHiaat corporations had been formed in the
Sacramento Office to care for, | believe in the neighborhood of 125 farms. These
corporations were in effect "dummy” corporations, as the officers of the corporations
were the employers of different fruit shipping Companies located in the area. These
corporations were formed to operate these ranches on group basis and the evacuees*
equipment on a few of the evacuees* faims was used to its maximum on all ranches*

I some sacaodkaDc cas s the evacuee sold his eqg?uipment and requested assistance
in leasing lis farm, but disregarded the problems of where the new operator was to
get his OCvuipment. This caused a hardship in these cases, but at that time it was
still possible to secure agricuOitural machinery iodiSMi? thfough tractor and implement
dealerse

In the majority of cases in which transfers were made the evacuees: V?as paid
in full for his interes or equity in the cr6p which he had produced to date. In other
cases, the evacuee mads arrangements wijsfii h neighboring farmers to continue production
of their crops: to be paid at the time of harvest* Others made deals in which all
transactions were strictly verbal and the new tenant was to give him certain shares
of the crops, both parties trusting, at that tim8,each other, and no papers were
drawn up showing ths agreement made. This type of transaction was discouraged in every
instance in which we had knowledge of jdc it happening.

1~ practically all the loans whichthe Sacramento office made, the evacuee
was paid in full for his interest in the crop and the government loaned the m(bney to
the new operator to do this. These loans were made to those operators n?o could
show sufficient evidence to us that they were qualified farmers and could not obtain
adeauate financing tiirough any loaning agency or bank* We generally.reouired a refusal



from a Bank, th® FSA* ar the Production credit corporation#

In as much as we had a registration on aach evacuee farm, it was impossible
for us to chsok on these registration cecrds to see whether or hot tho evacuee had

taunsferrafi his ranch to a new operator, who the new operator -wes, and if possible
the type of agreement made between them. (WFA cards § 1 k jfz)

. Before the end of May, the evacuation proper began and the Armj designated
certain areas, and at a pant point or central location they plased a Control Center.
In this Control Center, the FSA put their representatives to handle any agric. problems
that had not besn completed, and the Federal Reserve Bank put a represeiitative to

handle all commercial, storage and transportation pr@blems that night for sa®. reason
have been pending* There wasa a social welfare worker iIn charge of the welfare division
the

in which all personal problems were oared for. At dates designated by the army
evacmees want through the Contr6l Center, and passed,by, in line, each of jtesaxthese
nroup”, and would indic™is whether wiiletiisr or not they had any problems as yet
incomplete. ®hey were also given general physical exama. At that time they were given
a Family number which they carried through with tlien to date. In other words,the
Control Gender was the last check-up 0j the evacuees* problems, prior to evacuation.
Thsy were also told the time at which the train would leave™ and upon embarkation,
JjheArmy had full coniyrola: of them, Sach control cCenter was patrolled and largely
maintained by mi itary policC# It niighlj be wqll added "teat "fd=® was a Provost;
Marshall at each Control Center, His duties cansisted maily of giving Dermite and
passing on certain problems which arose the last momant that required Army

approval.

remaining problems were mainly those of completion of loan

Af**r evacuation,
psrty and personal

dockdts* lJiach. evacus®© h.ad in sojug way or amothQi* had 1lis pro
problems takeii care of.

S might be well Hsatsci to Hsjck note hare that in several areas, and in the
Florin in particular, th© t.rain in wlicli *the QvacuQss wOre leaving had not

left before people from various axsax parts of the country began to pilfer their homes
and ranches, breaking windows, Ffilling wells with debris, and conuaitting other acts

of vandalism* The County Sheriff was unable to doanything about this, and in as much

as the afore mentioned corporations were operating the majority of the rnachos in the
Florin Axea, 1 got them together and suggested that they hire a night watchman to
patrol that area until their organizatioh was able to cope with tkex ©adh place
individually. This wa8 done and the results were noticeable as long as the patrol was
continued. However, this could not keep on during the year, and any ranch with toliiiiEg
buildings on it wiith no one living in 'blienwas entered ad, pilfered.

By the end of June, the WPA program was tranafeired back to the Farm Security-
Administration proper and all itoans made were then serviced by the County R.B?
Supervisor of the FSA. It was then that the entire organization of the WCCA, as far
as the evacuation cekt program was eoncarned, was dishande<a« entire office force was
relieved of their position and all “loan dociets .ad other data and all_WPA _cards,
number 1 and 2 were turned over to the FSA* 1 do not know hether or not the FSA
report covers the amount of money loaned on the Pacific Coast, but It ia my understand
ing that the ArW loaned txt+ in the neighborhood of ¢5,000,000 for these substitute

Approximately 1/3 of this amount was ioaned in the Sacramento Office. IN

operators.
involvng in the

the Sacramento Area, the evacuees Tarmed approximately 45,000 acres,
neighborhood of 750 individual faima.

The instructions we received frisia on the WIFA program were not complete or
definite in all cases, but the underlying principle on which we operated were clear-
the evacuee was to receive every consideEation, aniin every instance any deal between
an evacuee and a Caucasian there was to be justice on both sides* The evacu8CI2»Si were



-3~

not tobe exploited, and V& were to discouraga a¥Y atten”™ts that w© came across to
take advanteigi of them.

This is a sketchy outline in the background of the WFA program and if there
is anything aisaocthat is not clear, or you wish more detail upon, let me know.

The problems which we encountered in the WRA program whose cause we might be ai
able to attribute to the FSA not living up to their agreements™-with the evacuees were
not great. The outstanding instance would be the case of the Northern SaiMs Farms,
Inc,and the Florin DFarm, Inc* O these cases you have documeStary evidence in San
ii*ancisco. Most of the problems in which tie evaouees requested investigations «here
the WFA had some connection were merely requests that the farm property b®© inspected
and a report submitted on the condition of the ranch at that tilae. We were also
requested in many instances to check into the financial returns and disburBements mad®
be these opBsators.

IT you isiKjk wish any information on the corporations that were formed, 1 roaci
woULld be glad to give you the background on that*

On August 28,1942 Mr, Robinson called amascx a meeting of tjie officers of
all tho aformentioned corporations, in San Francisco, for the purpose of determining
jJust what the corpolations intended to do with respect to operating the ranches. Some
of these corporations xidEsiaiad operated under partial Power-of-Attorliey and they all,
except one, stated they would not continue operating evacuee farms unless they could
secure some aort of government fiaitKiiigx fiaancing* It was definitely a problem then
for the WEA to make ldans to continue the operation of ~hese farms* However, he felt
this was not necessary, so it became a problem of the Evacuee Property Supervisor to
secure individual operators on these ranches*

A Mr, Thomas Tong, who owned and operated the Chinese Hour”over KBM, San Srana
Francisco, called on Mr. Bobinson andindicated that he believed there ar were a
large number of qualified Chinese who would be willing and financially able to take
over a considerable number of these farms* Mr* Tong, over the Chinese Hour, broadcasted
tho information that the WRA was in search of qualified farm operators, especially in jsh
Placer County and with the SS~SeGooperation pf the different fruit companies, these
ranches were shown to thg Ghilinese with the result that approximately 100 8hinese
y?ent 110to farms in Placer County( Tfiey took over around 30 ranches). The Bvacuee
Property Office aided in securing the leases said in iiegociating the deals between
these Chinese operators and the evacuee owners*

1~ other areas the farms were leased out to individual operators, Tbiswas a
very difficult time as prices were very uncertain, labor was difficult tosecure, and
the cost of laboj? was exceedingly high, A few isolated casesx in which faims might
have been abandoned were properties of such ebsck sub-marginal value that no one with
any farming experience oJ? ability would atte”pl; to Opera e "tliem , and | believe that
very few farms wera actually not operated*

This 1is abouij® all the information that 1 can givejoax you at this time. If you
have any :piaa questions on any part, of tka:O this report, 1 will do ray "best

to answer them for you.

Sincerely,
/s/ WAINE
Wayne L. Phelps
Assoc. Evacuee Property Supervisor

Another Thought

Most of the Problefas handled no?? went through the WFA office, but not all the
required Siocans* It has been necessary, at the rsquest of the evacuee, to replace inany
of the individual operators who took over a ranch at time of evacuation* Reasons being .



poor operators, insufficient operating finds or in some 7~af " ~ ~ N~ &363
Aerators were just pUin lazy and reused to wérk. OFf course all of thesQ cases
were handled by us in the WEA when the request came from the Qvacu©e.

W.L.P~A

mm



Memo to Russell Robinson from C. W. Hatchf Sept, 28, 1944

Sjayect: Trip to Tule Lake Center.

LNt Davis at 10:00 PM Sept.18 and arrived at Klamath -“alls Q:0 m on the
19th. Mr. J. Sheldgn Lowery met me at the train and drove me to the Center.
I spent 6 days at the Center and returned to Sacto, Mon. e eniii Sept. 28 -

toior of theentire project was made and 1 was iIntroduced to most of "the hea
ds of the different departments. Two of the most important cases were handHj
ed with satisfactory results on the first day. They were Masao Tambara and
i"usako Pujita*

At the time of the evacuation Mr. ”“ambaxa was a merchant in Sacto who impor-
ted large quantities of merchandise from Japan, Most of the ~imported mercha

ndise and sake were store in our Sacto warehouse along with Mr. Tambara”
personal property some months ago under WSA Form 156* Mr. Tambara also left

a large number oJ accounts receivable in the hands of a FB. Hose O has
made a mess of the collections and ha.s apparently left for parts -unknown.
The Transportation Department was requested to send all c¢¥f commercjal
and personal property with "the exception o;f the Sak$§ r* 3us 9n 3"

2Qule Lake = The coinmercial property was to be re-sorted at the Center, part
of whicl was to be taken over by the Co-op. and the "balance sold to a naer-
chairt in Colorado. If Mr, Tambara can obtain his iInvoices on the Sake, we
shall then be able to dispose of it for him at the ceiling price. TBere
were sane canplications and misunderstandings in regard to the shipment

of this property. These differencgs were straightened out to the satis-
faction of Mr, Tamhara and all "the property is now oaded and ready to 'te sh
sl ipped on to the Center*

Mrsi Fujita is the owner of a forty-five room hotel here iIn Sacto and has ha
considerable difficulty in renting the property to any advantage. This case
has been worked on since the time of evacuation both by the Property Office
and the Legal Department. We have sent Mrs. Fajita several very favorable
offers for the purchase of the f-urnitiire and a long-term lease on the hotel
whereby she would be able to pay all her indebtedness against the property
and have it free of indebtedness i1n about three years and enough money to
refurnish the hotel if she so desired. She hs always "turned down these
offers and insisted on having an outside person maage the hotel far her.
After several house interview, she indicated her desixe of accepting one of
our offers and states "tat; she will send us a WRA Porm 153 "o proceed with

the negotiations.

It is my opinion that if no other cases were handled during this trip, the
results accomplished by these two contacts would be well worthwhile. Approx
imately sixty cases active i1In our files from Tule Lake were taicen witti me to
the Center for the purpose of discussing them with Mr. Lowery and if necessa:
discuss tbe problems peraonaly mtb the evacuees. K ti®es were sent out to
the evacuees in the COI00¥ requesting them to oMl at Mr. Lower Is office

in the administration building at a specified "time for the purpose or* an
interviem,

During this visit sixty—five evacuees were contacited, their problems
discussed with them and.considerable progress madee Six oases will be
closed and five new cases opened because of this visit. A nop)er of
evacuees called at the office for the purpose of discussing minor prob-
lems and I met several evacuees ho were former y Inov'7rrby e* They weer
interested in kn W?ing the condition of their properties, how their neigh-
bors v;ere getting along and what v;as he general attitfii&e of the Califor-
nians.
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After observing and Iking to a mimber of"young evacuees who are working
in the differant departments at the Center, it iIs hard to realize that
they are there becauise of their disloyalty or request for repatriation.
I was told that the xaajority of these young people are complying with the
wishes of their parents and in many cases do not realize the conditions
as they now exist* This was particularly true of a young boy and girl hat

have known for many yearse These two persons were exceptionally good
students and were well thou ] of iIn the Sacto. alid Placer Counties:- did
not discuss tiie situation wi Ii them bu could not help but feel that some-
where along the line wO have mde some very serious mistakes.

The Tule i1ake Center i1s in no way comparable to any of the other denters
in so far as tlie liandling of the evacuees and in he operations of the
Proper y Office are concerned* The Colony which is the area where the e
evacuees mast live is surrounded by a high, wire fence and no one is allow-
eci 0 enter the Colony through its several gates unless they have a pass
properly executed to the satisfaction of the Army. Any evacuee wishing
to meet with Mr* Lowery personlly must obtain a pass before he is allowed
to proceed to the adminis :ra ion builking which is located outside the
fenced area and a the southeast portion of the Center. After completing
his Easiness the pass must be signed by Mre Lowery and the evacuee is to
proceed Torack to &e Colony as soon as possible, surrendering his _.pass at
tlie gate*

Since the population of he Colony is over 19,000 and because of the dis-
tance hat t&e evacuee iImis walk to enter he admiHis ration building and
due to*the fact that he has to go throagh all the formality of obtaining
a pass, it i1s natural to believe thafe a number of the evacuees are not
taking advantage of the services to be had by the Property Office*

In order to assist the evacuees with their minor problems and not make it
necessary to come to the adminstration building, Mr. Lowery has set up a
sab-office in the G I ny, This office is staffed entirely by evacuee help
with Mre Jack lwata in charge* Such an office is most essential in this
Center and no doubt is a*great help tothe evacuees needing help mth their
problems e Nevertheless, only minor problems can be handled at this sab-
office as they do not have access o0 the main case fTiles which are

in tlie administration "building and here is no Caucasian help to assist

with the more complicated cases* When such a case r.rises, it IS necessary
for Mr. lwata to teleplllne Mr* Lowery and make lie necessary arrajigements
for the evacuee to proceed to the administration building and go over

his pa?oblem with Mr. “~owery personally. Another serious handicap to the
Property Officer is tlia at time relocation most oF the files for
theevacuees coming to Tale Lake were not fors.A?arded on to Mr* Lowery and
because of this, he has no past records indicating what requests the evacuee
Mght have jmde for assistance a tlke. Center where lie formerly resided*

Mr. howery always makes it a point to question these evacuees very thoroagh-
ly for the purpose of obtaining any helpful information. Nevertheless,

many of the evacuees now residing at Tuie are reluctant about giving any

he _pf.ul inforination and in these cases Mr* Lowery mast start at th@ beginning

With such a condition it is readily understood why we in the past ha”e
received many duplica e requests from evacuees Wi have relocated o Tale
Lake from other centers# O0On seYersl occasions we have "been requested o
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report on"th® personal property of an evacuee* Upon inves igapion we, 1in
the field, have found that the property in question has been picked up by
the Transportation Dept iocany moiiths ago and that an EPR was properly

filled oat and delivered to the center where the evacuee previously lived*
We in turn have sent this inforiuation on to Mr. Lowery”not knowing that our
memorandum was tii8 First inforioation that he iiad on this case* At ti&es

we have been rather critical in such cases but after loing over the cond-
itions with Mr* Lowery, we can readily understand liow is 1s working more

or less in the dark with such evacuees.

Considering the evacuee population in this Center and the difficalties
caused by rules and regulations under which tliis Center™must ~operate and t

themany thousands of evacuees that have _be®On relocated in Center, she
ny of whom do not have tlieir previous files eent on to this Grater,

one can readily conclude that the Property Office in“the Tale Lake Renter
under the super”rision of e Sheldon Lov?ery is doing .good job*

Caa only come to such a conilasion by making personl visit to this Center
and spending sufficient time to m ke  a thorough and complete study of tiie

conditions as they do exist. It iIs my opinion that a trip to)the Tule Lake

Center should be made more_ often than once a year due to the fact that
ovOi* mbhirtiy pel* ceirfc of* 1jil® acti e cases in our Sacto; Office ar®© fi*ou-

Tale Lake and the results of such a visit more than offset the cost and
time of such a trip*
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