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AMERTICANS

NOTE
Minorities halt the assimilation which makes America

"the great melting pot" by insisting upon the use of hyphenated
identifications such as "Italian-American", "German-American",
"Irish-American", "Japanese-American® and "Mexican-American".
The Council on Alien Relations, recognizing this fact, has
consistently pointed out that to hyphenate one's Americanism
implied divided loyalty. The vractice has continued, neverthe-
less. Hence, these hyphenated Americans may find food for

thought in a proposal which is gaining wide support in the West.
The proposal, advanced as a amendment to the federal con=-
stitution, provides "that all persons born in this country whose
parents are non-citizens must, upon attaining the age of 21, for-
mally swear allegiance to the United States government and to the
constitution, and foreswear allegiance to the country of their

father's birth, and if that condition is not met, such persons

shall be denied all rights of citizenship."

@he Council believes the proposed amendment warrants con-

sideration and the support of every thinking American. Loyal
Americans have not forgotten the widespread use of citizenship
as a cloak of protection of subversive activities. ©Surely no
citizen of 21 would object to swearing his allegiance to the

U.S., IF his loyalty were undivided and he were proud to accept
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the responsibilities as well as the priveleges of citizenshipe.

Sharing interest with the constitutional proposal is the
Hohnson Bill, now pending before Congress to denationalize "all
persons" who during the war, fail to answer affirmetively the
question of the government as to whether they will swear alleg-
iance to the U.S. and foreswear all other alleglances.

The measure was introduced by Rep. LeRoy Johnson of Calif,
who, no doubt, has in mind the matter of future dealing with
enemy aliens and citizens of doubtful loyalty. Alien Japanese
are not eligible to citizenship. Any American-born Japanese oOr
American~born or naturalized citizen of any other nationality
who refuses to answer affirmetively, the Council feels, degerves
to be denationalized and deported. There is too much disloyalty
in this country, both overt and furtive. If fairly enforced,
the Johnson Bill should yield a motley array of assorted
nationalities.

LANGUAGE The so-called language school system by which minor=-
SCHOQOL ity nationalities in this country perpetuate the lang-
DANGER uage, traditions and some of the worst doctrines of

the homeland has been brought €O national attention by the Calif.,
State Senate's fact-finding committee on Japanese resettlement.

Before Pearl Harbor, 248 of these schools were operated in
California with teaching faculties totaling 454 and student bodies
of 17,800 Children were enrolled at kindergarten age and send
each day after publiec school to one of the Japanese language

schools. A#Almost all of the teachers were alien Japanese or edu-

cated in Japan, Many were Shinto priests trained in the religion
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of Japanese nationalism, Until the spring of 1941 when a legis-
lative investigation threatened in California, textbooks used

in the schools were published by the Japanese imperial Board of
FEducation.

Here is how a typical fifth grade lesson begins:

"Our heavenly ruler has governed our Empire for ages past
and we are his subjects...There is no other country with
such a royal lineage. Be thankful you are a Japanese and
worship the Imperial family."

This was the type of "instruction" given in the language
schools which, by estimates of the Nisei themselves, were at-
tended by 85% of the American-born Japanese.

Senator Hugh Donnelly, head of the Fact Finding Committee,
has offered a bill calling for the licensing and regulation of
language schools by the California State Superintendent of
Publie Instruction. Most West Coast residents will agree this
legislation is long overdue.

PRODJCE MEN Some enlightening material was released recently

SEEAK QUT by the Americens League of California, composed
principally of growers and produce men.

Denying that it was self-interest which prompted their
opposition to Japanese West Coast resettlement, the League pro-
ceeded to show by official government figures that the Japanese
DID NOT hold a dominant position in the California agricultural

industry before the war. Rather, The League Bulletin said it

was 40 years of business and social relationships which had given
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them "an opportunity to learn Japanese psychology and the true

attitude of the Japanese toward the American people,"”

The Bulletin also quoted the 1944 annual summary, compiled

by the Los Angeles Division of the Federal-State Market News
Service, as declaring that "many of the Japanese growers, of course
subsidized by the Emporer, always produced an oversupply of veg-
etables."

"Before Pearl Harbor, the Japanese government reached into
this country and exerted a strong control and influence
over the lives of all Japanese, both alien and American-
born in this country," the Bulletin continued.

"This hold was almost feudalistic and was exerted through
a web of interlocking associations. ¥Virtually every Japan-
ese was a member of several associations. Some of them
were social, some were industrial and other were clearly
opereated to maintein the patriotic urge for the Mother
country. Japanese associations generally were linked
directly or indirectly to the Japanese Consulate. Through
these associations, rules of conduct were laid down, trade
practices were regulated and woe be unteo the Japanese
either foreign or American born, who failed to heed the
edicty of his association., He risked his business and
social existence."

"It wa a matter of record that Japanese residents in Calif,
contributed tens of thousands of dellars 10 the Japanese

war effort in the pre-Pearl Harbor days. Evidence recently
made public in the briefs of California, Oregon and Washing-
ton Attorneys Ceneral in the United Stetes Supreme Court

case of Fred Toyosaburo Korematsu further disclosed &also

that many thousands of Japanese residents in the United States
had a financial stake in Japan through nriged Yen Deposits™.

®"Tt was a common occurence before the war for credit organiza-
tions checking into Japanese businesses to find instances of
hugh transfers of money from this . country to Japan. Invar%-
ably, the transaction could be traced to the Yoko@ama Specie
Bank, where inquiries would be met by a wall of silence. :
The Yokohama Specie Bank is sponsored by the Japanese Imperiel

Government."
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ISSET IN There seems to be little doubt but what the Issei
CONTROL (alien) Japanese controlled the thoughts and actions
of the Japanese population in the U,.,S., before the war, ﬂét they
are continuing to do so, despite Nisei (American-born Japanese¥
declarations to the contrary, was indicated in recent news reports.
One story came from the Heart Mountain (Wyo.) Relocation Center
newspaper. It told of the selection of an all-Issei (foreign-born)
delegation to attend the eight-center conference at Salt Lake City
on a uniform program for evacuees, now free to relocate on the
Pacific Coast. It is indeed a strange commentary that Heart Mount-
ain, which numbers among its thousands a large percentage of Ameri-
can-born Japanese, should name Issei (foreign-bofn) spokesman to
plan the future of the Japanese in the U.S,

As a sample of Issei thinking, take the Japanese language sect-
jon of the Utah Nippo, §alt Lake City evacuee newspaper. Through
its columns, it was learned that the Japanese plan to establish a
lobby with certain front organizations and prosecute so-called in-
demnity claims to Congress for a total of #400,000,000. The claims
purportedly involve losses in time and income since the West Coast
evacuation in 1942,

Editorials, also in Japanese, urged evacuees to remain a closely
knit entity in the United States, confronting the U.S. government
and West Coast "discerimination" with the Yamato spirit-- the same

spirit with which fanatical Japanese soldiers offer their lives for

\
the Em@porer.
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Previously the Utah Nippo announced that Japanese truck gard-
eners, failing to find a welcome back to the West Coast were
settling elsewhere with post-war plans for a vengeful price-cutt-
ing campaign against California Caucasian growers in Eastern Pro-
duce markets.

This mood of retaliation is typically Japanese and offers ad-
ditional proof, if such is needed, that the thinking of the U.S,
Japanese is still controlled by their alien elders.

Politicel and economic assimilation of the Japanese--withtheir
help--is the only solution to a vexing nationality problem. In-
terested groups must look at this-problem on a national basis and
substitute realism for theory. Those familiar with the West Cozst
realize that population concentrations are an inherent baryto
Americanization. Had these considerations been foremost in deal-
ing with evacuees, the spirit of retaliation would not be rampant

among the U,S. Japanese today.

*Yemato is the ancient word for Japan. Yamato implies an ex-
clusiveness and superiority similiar to the term "Aryan" used

by the Nazis. The expression used today, "remember Yamato

Tamashi", means "Remember the spirit of Japan", and is the

foremost challenge of Japanese fanaticism, Any relation of
Nisei to the Yamato thesis is a direct contradiction of

loyalty to the U.S.4a.
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