
L P ' v © 8 0 ? & '  W A R R . Ê R  CoRRESPoAJDe/ocg: 1 J - Y - S £ P T  \ < W ^Tr\°[  C o R R £ S ? o t O D & 0 4 g :  W  ' S Æ ô G C ' Î

£ ' A

V71



I
E X  H i © at

�
II

/

f \
Personal

Honorable Earl Warren  
Governor of California  
Sacramento, California

July 13, 1943

D

Dear Ear l :

I presume upon my friendship with you to write you regar ding a matter over which  
I am much concerned, I am convinced that we must deal fair ly with the loyal  
Americans of Japanese ancestry who have been evacuated fr om our state#

You have recently been quoted in the press as believing not only that  these  
people should not be returned to California during the war but that  you also  
oppose the clan of the Federal Government to relocate loyal persons in non�
military zones where they might aid in meeting the manpo wer shortage# The  
July 5th issue of Life Magazine states that you oppose any release from the  
Relocation Centers with the words "No one will be able to tell a  saboteur  
from any other Jap#«,We dcn ’t want to have a second Pearl Harbor in Ca lifornia  
•••• This isn’t an appeal to race hatred#"

Unfortunately there are already evidences that your word s are being exploited  
by vigilante-minded individuals. Some with whom I ha ve talked believe that  
vou have been misquoted. Some think that you were ref erring to the disloyal  
persons who are now confined in internment camps and that you did not have  
referonoe to the many loyal Americans of Japanese ancestry  who are living in  
the Relocation Centers#

The Committee on whose letterhead this is Written and of whioh I am an aotive  
member, does not suggest that even loyal evacuees should be returned to the  
West Coast at the present time# But it does strongly support the position  
that Americans of Japanese ancestry who are found to be loyal should be per�
mitted to find their places in industry and agriculture outside t he military  
areas. Our opinion is backed up by authoritative testimonies by J# Edgar  
Hoover* Colonel K. J* Fielder of Army Intelligence and others. I enclose  
some of these supporting statements.

Frankly, Earl, I feel it would be sound for* you to take a long view and a 
nation-wide view of this question, which is so clouded by war -time emotions  
here at home in California, with doubtless a considerable elemen t of emotions  
that have their root in economic jealousies. As far as I have  been able to  
learn, people in the Middle West and East are more sensitive to the pre serva�
tion of the liberties of American citizens including those so unfortunate as  
to look like our present enemies# The fundamentals of the Bill of Rights  
have weathered many an emotional storm in our Nation's history, and  I feel sure  
you believe as I do that it will weather this one. You have already helped  
it weather local attempts at embezzlement by domestic enem ies of various  
Caucasian ancestries; I am one of those who hope it may  please God to permit  
you to do so on a nation,-wide scale#

So if you have been misquoted, will you not take steps to set the mat ter riglrj:  

With kindest personal regards, I am

AJL j MFS

Sincerely yours,  

Alfred J • Lundberg



STATE OF CALIFORNIA  
Governor's Office  

Sacramento

July 16, 1943

Mr. Alfred J. Lundberg  
1106 Broadway  
Oakland (4), California

Dear Al;

I have your letter of «July 13 concerning the Japanese who have been  evacuated from  
our State and calling attention to my statements on the subje ct at the recent  
Governors � Conference, In it you say, "Unfortunately there ar e already evidences  
that your words are being exploited by vigilante»minded individuals." If this is  
the fact, I sincerely regret it beoause nothing is mor e destructive than vigilante  
spirit and action, and I have consistently opposed both throughou t my public career.

I am very happy to discuss the subject with you beoause I beli eve that both of us  
speak the same language and are motivated by the same interest. I have been inti�
mately acquainted. with your humanitarian instincts ever since we bo th joined with  
others in Oakland to form the Religious Fellowship some fifteen ye ars ago. However,  
I cannot make any apology for the things that I said concernin g the evacuation and  
relocation of Japanese, beoause I believe then to be true and in the interest of  

safety of our State and Nation.

I believe these views are not colored by race hatred or by " war time emotions her£  
at home in California with doubtless a considerable eleme nt of emotions that have  
their root in economic jealousies," stated by you to be prevalen t. 'It is my  
opinion that the Japanese, whether born in Japan or in this country, were  rightfully  
evacuated from this area and placed in Relocation Centers unde r the authority con�
ferred by Congressional Act, signed by the President and acted un der by the Com�
manding General charged with the military safety of  this section of our country. At  
that time everyone from the President down acquiosood in t he procedure. I heard of  
no objection being raised by governmental agencies or citiien  groups, although they  
had ample time to do so. I am persuaded that the reason there wa s no such objection  
was that the public feared the activities of these people, as did the Commanding  
General. At that time the affair at Pearl Harbor was still ring ing in our ears.
Now that the details of that incident have been somewhat dimmed  by passing of time,  
there is a movement to undo that which was then done in th e interest of safety.  
Personally, I am of the opinion that little has happened since Pearl Harbor to  
justify us in abandoning protective measures. Certa inly our victories do not add up  

to any such total.

On the other hand, I am of the opinion that if the European War should be terminated  
successfully in a reasonably short time we will still have a terrif ic war on our  
hands with the Japanese and that it will take the lives of h undreds of thousands of  
our boys to win it. In short, I believe th*t the same smugness that brought about  
the laxity ending in the disaster at Pearl Harbor is beginning  to pormeate our  
country again, and that unless we do keep uppermost in ou r minds the formidable  
military establishment of Japan, the degree of her prepar ation, and the imperial  
designs, we may have another Pearl Harbor. I pray that it may not be so, but that  
if it should be, California, through an appreciation of the dange rs involved, may  

have protected herself against the blow falling here.

I cannot help believing that you and your oommittee share this bel ief with me:  
otherwise you would not have said in your letter "The Committee o n whose letterhead
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this is written, and of which I am an active member, does not su ggest that even  
loyal evacuees should be returned to the West Coast at the present time, but  it does  
strongly support the position that Americans of Japanese a ncestry "who are found to  
be loyal should be permitted to find their places in industry and agriculture  out�
side the military areas." That statement indicates to me that you believe e xactly  
as I do; that regardless of the place of their birth the y cannot, under existing  
war conditions, be trusted in this vital war area. The only difference, apparently,  
in our thinking is that you are of the opinion that th ey can safely be released  
from sequestration in other parts of the country, while I am o f the opinion that  
under our way of life a potential saboteur is a menace to our war  effort, regardless  
of where he may be released.

In this country of ours where people are free to come and go a s they please without  
any system of espionage, there is no limit to the dangers involved in sett ing a  
potential saboteur loose in any part of the country. The destructi on of an aero�
plane factory in Kansas City is just as much a disaster as the des truction of one  
at Burbank, California. The destruction of bridges and tunnels in the Rocky Moun�
tains would be just as great a disaster as similar sabotage in the Sierra Levada s.  
The destruction of Boulder Dani, which is outside the comba t area but which furnishes  
a major portion of the water and power for war industry in S outhern California,  
would be just as serious as the destruction of the Pitt River Dam and others in the  
combat area serving war industry in northern California. It  is on this theory  
I believe that if the evacuees oannot safely be returned to C alifornia they cannot  
safely be released anywhere.

As I view the situation, your position, giving full credit for the hu manitarian  
motives prompting it,'is not one based upon principles but u pon expediency for the  
safety of our country, as is mine. If it were otherwise, and your co nclusion was  
based upon the Bill of Rights which was referred to in  your letter you would con�
tend that every person born in this country of Japanese parentage would , under  
present conditions, be entitled to every ri^ht of citizenship; th at is, the right  
to come and go and assemble, not in some parts of the country, but in every par t of  
the country, including this combat zone where you and I and others have the s ame 
privilege. For obvious reasons you and your committee do not rely upon thi s prin�
ciple in arriving at your conclusion.

There is an old saying that one oannot eat his cake and keep it, and it  seems that  
that is uhe situation in which we find ourselves now. Either we take  the protective  
measures that we know in our hearts are necessary to insure safety of our country  
or we abandon them as being in conflict with some princ iple of law. We cannot do  
both in this situation, and, our Supreme Court unanimously recog nized this faot  
recently in sustaining the curfew regulations on those cf Japanese  ancestry. It  
arrived at its conclusion reluctantly, as we all do in such situations. Neverthe�
less it was firm and unanimous in its conclusion that bec ause of the peculiar situ�
ation of those of Japanese extraction, a distinction could, und er the Constitution,  
be made. How far they will go in sustaining these procedur es I do not profess to  
know, but I am of the opinion that it will go as far as it b elieves the necessities  
of the situation justify.

Lieutenant General DeWitt, the Commanding General of this area, has expressed the  
firm belief that in order to insure the safety of the area none of the evacu ees  
should be returned. Inasmuch as the original evacuation was ma de under his direc�
tion, I see no reason why we should doubt the wisdom of his present opini on on the  
subject.
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Reduced to simplest terms, our difference of opinion on the subject, if -we are in  
disagreement, would seem to depend upon whose judgment we a re going to accept as  
to the action required to protect us against fifth-column a ctivities, which are  
part and parcel of Axis warfare# I personally choose to take the opini on of the  
Homnanding General who is oharged with our safety, rather than the views of experi�
menters who sometimes fall into the error of supporting their t heories to the extent  
rf disregarding very obvious precautions that should be taken against t he dangers  
of modern warfare, I think there oan be no doubt that the evidence  which has  
recently come to light in some of the Relocation 9enters show s a shocking indiffer�
ence to the safety faetor# I suppose you are aware that for a long time th ere have  
been thousands of people in California including army, navy, coast guard , local law  
enforcement and civilian patrols, guarding our coast line against possi ble landings  
of Japanese saboteurs from submarines# We have been warned by the government time  
after time of the probability of attempted landings# Should the evacuees be ret urn�
ed to California and given the right of unrestricted travel, who, I ask you, could  
tell the difference between a loyal Japanese on our coast lin e and a saboteur?

Some months ago the country was in a turmoil over the secret landing of six Germans  
who had been trained in the techniques of sabotage in Germany and sent to this  
country with that knowledge and the necessary funds to di srupt our war effort#  
Fortunately they were apprehended by the F.B.I. They wer e promptly and properly  
tried, convicted, and executed, and those who assisted them were likew ise punished.
It was a serious situation, but compared with the potentialities involved in
releasing all those whom the social workers in Japanese Rel ocation Centers ptit the  
stamp of loyalty upon, it is but a drop in the bucket. We know ho w Japanese,  
wherever born, are indoctrinated with the ambitions of the Japane se Empire and of  
their efforts to achieve them#

As a matter of plain, simple fact, Al, it seems to me that we could not expect the  
average Japanese born in this country to give his loyalty to  America in this war  
of survival# Again I hope that in saying this I am not giving ve nt to any feeling  
of race"prejudice or hatred but rather to a recognition of loyalties that are born  
of home, family, race and religion# I would expect to be so judged if I were in  
Japan# Suppose that as young men, you and I had gone to Japan t o live; that we  
had brought our American wives with us and had there broug ht our children into the
world# Suppose, further, that they had lived in our American homes, more or less
isolated from the Japanese society and culture, prohibited f rom acquiring citizen�
ship or land, and oerhaos never even learning the Japanese language# Su ppose they  
had never known any other environment prior to the outbreak of thi s present war,  
where do you believe their sentiments would now be? Would th ey be for Japan or  
would they be for the United States of America; and given the  opportunity to help  
one or the other, which do you believe they would help? I belie ve I know what  
both your children and mine would do under the circumst ances; and I believe that  
Japanese, so born and reared, would react even more strongly because their g overn�
ment is their religion as well, and their Emperor is thei r God#

I have no doubt that there are many Japanese who came to this cou ntry because they  
would rather live here than live their lives under condit ions as they are in Japan.
I am also certain that there are many of their children born in this country who  
would have the same loyal sentiments that you and I have# For them this i s a  
tragedy# War is a tragedy to millions of people# If there were any reasonable way  
of determining the loyalty of these individuals, I would be the firs t to insist upon  
their having the right to all the freedoms that we have. Unfortunately, I believe  
there is no way of determining this fact, or if there is, i t has not been tried.
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Frankly, as a citizen and public official I am not willing to adopt the theories or  
the practices indulged in by the Relocation Authorities to dete rmine this fact. If,  
on the other hand. General DeWitt who is charged with the milit ary security of the  
area and who has been intimately connected with the situation since before Pearl  

Harbor, or Director J. Edgar Hoovsr of the F.B.I., were to pa ss favorably upon the  
release of any of these individuals, I would accept the decision ohee rfully and  

without question*

In conclusion let me say again that I appreciate the hum anitarian sentiments which  
impelled you to write— the sentiments that have brought your commit tee together*  
Also that fundamentally there is no real difference of opinion between us and that  
we are both guided by a desire to do for these people those things whi oh'are con�
sistent with the security of our nation* The only difference betw een us, as I view  
the situation, is that you do not believe the elements of danger i n this group are  
as serious as I do, and that you base your opinion, as t o the danger involved, upon  
the opinions of the workers in the War Relocation Authority. Wh ile I base mine upon  
army and navy officials and the members of the F.B.I. and other law enforcement  
offioers as well as upon the opinion of the Commanding General for this area*

You may be sure that so far as is consistent with this beli ef on my part, I will do  
everything possible to orotect the lives and property of these  people as I would all  
other citizens of our country* It was in this spirit that I said at Columbus, Ohio,  
that I was not making an appeal to race hatred, buir rather an appeal for national  

seourity•

Trusting that you will convey these views to the members of your Committe e; and with  
best v/ishes, I am

Sincerely,

(signed) Earl Warren

EW re op



stu f-

� � � �
‘J & - *  f--«-

%  UdAjJ'  || iptember X94S

Honorable Earl &rren 
Governor of California  
Sacramento, California

Dear Earls

I am very grateful for your letter of  
July 16; It was good of you to take the time to set  
forth your views so fully and I am happy to have be en  
able to convey them to some of the members of this  
Committee* The multiplicity of demands upon my time  
is responsible for my delay in replying, which I hop e  
you will forgive*

� hope also, that you will give the whole  
subject further thought and study, for while • as you  
say In your letter - we are both earnestly desirous  of  
serving our Country's best interests, there is a ve ry  
fundamental difference in our respective approaches  to  
this problem. ¿fe ' .

At the outset I should say that while I am  
inter©stag, a s you are, in movements primarily humani�
tarian, ̂ r n t ^ ^ �n t  h � s C c ^ n lttee] does not spring  
from thati&otive“afa l l j r  ̂no^even from a personal in terest  
in persons of Japanese ancestry, tho I have many fri ends  

Lproong them* ^ I t  springs from a lively gjiftrr-nt V iî gl  
fundamental principle I regard as the most lx  
all American principles, the protection of mi  
groups* It is probable that my Interest in 1  
ciple is primarily selfish, since I myself b<  
minority groups in respect of ancestry, econ<  
religious denomination, and (for the present  
hope!) political party* T am persuaded that  
mittee is thoroughly sound when it says s **A1  
the rights of any minority tend to undermine  
of the majority.w

ant of

ng co  
c stat  
ly, I  
is Com-  
oks upon  
e rights

on,

At the moment, as an American, T  
interested In the question of minorities d  
against on the basis of ancestry, since th  
of Hitler's rise to power* Upon the hypot

trly
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"superior” and "inferior" qualities in human beings are" de«*  
terrained by inheritance alone« without regard to en vironmental  
factors, rests the whole structure of Nasi Justificat ion for  
ruling the world and rationalising the enslavement of a ll  
non-"Aryan” persons* Scientific men appear to agree that  
Inheritance of certain mental and physical "charact ers” is  
a condition precedent to the development« through en vironment«  
of various attainments« but they admit no selection  of these  
"characters" on the basis of "blood" or "race"« or e ven that  
such a thing as "race" exists in the world In a suffic iently  
pure form to Justify any sub-olasslflcatlon for biolog ical  
purposes of the genus "homo sapiens" (which latter« as to  
many individuals, is doubtless a misnomer)*

-question*-» Y oî belleve that
persons of Japanese ancestry are, for that reason, "pot ential  
saboteurs"; that "they cannot safely he released an ywhere";  
and that "Japanese, wherever horn, are indoctrinate d with the t 

jpnbitlons of tie Japanese Empire*" jjgm* express cm ifidens<D  
tlft-thG Jud0se»4uof General De Witt, vrhn9̂ ya  ymi Tinflfmfrfrftdly . '

ewg  
forebe

was reported by the Associated press as having test ified  
re the House Naval Affairs Subcommittees "It makes no

difference whether the Japanese is theoretically a ci tizen -  
he Is still a Japanese* Giving him a scrap of paper w on*t  
change him* I don’t care what they do with the Japs as long  
as they don’t send them back here* A Jap is a Jap«"

I, on the other hand, believe that a person is  
either loyal to our country or not, as the case may be, en�
tirely regardless of the blood or the mixture of bloo ds that  
flows in his veins* It may be, as you say, that "social  
workers" and "experimenters" think so too, but in this  matter  
they have not Influenced my Judgment at alio When I cannot  
know all the facts of my own knowledge, I prefer to d epend on  
those whose experience leads me to believe that they  are quali�
fied to express an informed opinion* In this matter , I would  
disqualify General De Witt because of his obvious r ace pre�
judice as revealed in the testimony above quoted* But  I would  
be guided by such as the following;

Col* Kendall j* Fielder« Chief of Military Intellig ence,  
Hawaiian tsepi*; "How differently a Himmler or a Ros enberg  
would have handled this delicate situation* Does an y one for  
a moment believe that any of the axis crowd would giv e one of  
enemy race a fair chance to prove hirrqelf? yet that ’s what  
was done in Hawaii - and so far it has proved militar ily sound*  
That the situation is working out well is a tribute not only  
to wise administration, but to toleranee on the par t of the  
rest of our good Americans here* # f * For the informat ion of  
all .who mighS be' misled, there Is none among us who  has been



1 .

¿¿JL

led Into this policy out or a mawkish sentimentality  or  
j£g3.11 'bl  11ty • To us, Japan and her people are a race oí  
stubborn, hardy, despicable warrior zealots, who wo uld stop  
at nothing to snuff out our lives and our way of life,  Her  
army and navy must definitely be crushed. The questi on of  
Americans of Japanese blood Is far different« They are  
Americans'- and until they prove (or show themaelvei*  Sanger-  
ously capable of proving) traitorous, they should b e treated  
as A m e r i c a n a (Address, March 1943 *• underscoring mine•)..

J,..Edgar Hoover, Director, F « B ,  Id  "We have had prao tically  
no trouble with the Japanese In Hawaii, I made the s tatement  
before, that there has been no sabotage or espionag e committed  
In Hawaii, subsequent to Pearl Harbor« There was esp ionage  
committed prior to Pearl Harbor, but not by the Jap anese popu�
lation as such, but by espionage agents and consular age nts  
of the Japanese Government * * « The action taken an d the  
prompt manner in which it was taken, took out of circu lation  
those individuals who might have been the nucleus o f any  
espionage or sabotage rings of either Japanese, Ger mans, or  
Italians in the united states«" (Testimony before Hou se  
Appropriations Committee)

Hon, Henry L« Stimaon, secretary of War* "it is the inh erent  
right of every faithful citizen, regardless of ances try, to  
bear arms in the Nation’s battle. When obstacles to the  free  
expression of that right are imposed by emergency c onsidera�
tions, those barriers should be removed as soon as hum anly  
possible«” (Statement announcing formation of a comb at unit  
of Americans of Japanese descent, January 31, 1943)

Hon, Joseph C, Grew, former ambassador to Japan: "The re are  
among Americans of Japanese race as fine people indiv idually  
as you can find anywhere, and many of them are pecu liarly  
anxious to repay Americans for freedom by making espe cially  
arduous efforts in the prosecution of the war, I welc ome the  
policies of our government, which are designed to re lieve the  
Nisei of discriminatory restrictions as rapidly and f airly as  
possible, and t  applaud the action of the A m y  in setting up  
facilities whereby these Americans will be able to show the  
»orld what they are able to do," (Address, April 26, 1 943)

£g l» y * S c o b e y , Executive Officer, Office of Assista nt  
Secretary of War: "The War Department has faith in th e loyal  
Japanese Americans«"

general Delos c, Emmons, Commander Hawaiian Dept*: "Enough  
Hawallahs of Japanese Ancestry have responded to the call for  
volunteers to form a combat team of approximately ����� men,
* The response to the call was highly gratifying, n # I  
believe they will make a splendid record,"



Mr* Justice Murphy, U. S* Supreme Courts "Except under condi�
tions of great emergency a regulation of this kind (th e curfew),  
applicable solely to citizens of a particular racia l extrac�
tion, would not be regarded as In accord with the re quirement  
of due process k  * it by no means follows, however, that there  
may not be discrimination of such an injurious chara cter In  
the application of laws as to amount to a denial of  due process  
of law, as that tens Is used In the Fifth Amendment* X think  
that point la dangerously approached when we have on e law for  
the majority "of our citizens and another for a part icular N  
racial heritage*" (Concurring opinion in Curfew cas e - under�
scoring mine)

consider-In addition to the foregoing, I have  
able Information of my own on the Japanese questlox  
the long residence of my wife In Hawaii where her fa mily  
lives, my many friends there In every social statio n whom T  
have often talked with here on the mainland during t he last  
thirty years, as well as my two visits to the Island  of Oahu  
during 1940 and 1941 (I was In Pearl Harbor on Dece mber 4,
1941, and left Honolulu on the 5th)* One could not live In
California one*a whole life as I have, and have many  friends
among persons of Japanese ancestry In every social st afcipn, ^
without coming to know haw at variance with, the s . .. ***»yM**'

that; ■ ■  Japanese, wherever b o m ,  are Indoc�
trinated with the ambitions of the Japanese Empire* " It Is  
Indeed comforting for the future of America to know h ow futile  
were the efforts of the Japanese Government (and of m any other  
foreign governments as well, particularly the German)  to claim  
as citizens those of that "race" b o m  on our soil, and to in�
culcate In them admiration and zeal for the land, c ustoms, or  
social order of their ancestors* Even In Hawaii, so much 
closer to Japan than we are, and where children of Jap anese  
ancestry nearly all went to privately maintained Ja panese  
language schools every school day after attending American  
school, I know of my own knowledge that It Just hasn’t "taken"  
at a l l . ^As  an Investment, whatever money has been f urnished  
by the Japanese Government all these years for thes e long-  
continued attempts at Indoctrination has been a compl ete loss*
Ylth 37 per cent of the population of the Hawaiian Islands of  
Japanese ancestry, there was not one single instanc e of sabotage  
at the time of Pearl Harbor (lurid accounts in our looal press  
to the contrary notwithstanding) * There were no "a rrows cut  
In the cane fields"! there were no "Japanese owned trucks  
blocking the roads"; on the contrary, Americans of Japanese  
ancestry in Honolulu were as surprised as were my f riends In  
the "Big Five" at the dastardly sneak attack and equa lly anxious  
to avenge it, as the volunteering records for both m ilitary  
and civilian services' amply indicate* The "laxity at Pearl  
Harbor" to which you refor- In- your "le tterr had nothi ng to do  
with persons of Japanese ancestry; the laxity, If any, w as on
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the part of Caucasian officers of our own armed for ces, and  
on the part of Caucasian civilians in important positi ons who  
had "race prejudice in reverse," by which I mean th at their  
lifetime contact with persons of Japanese ancestry in Hawaii  
had blinded them to the distinction between these A mericans  
and the Jhpanesej^poeplc^ of the homeland* They just d i dn’t  
think the Japanese Government would be capable of s uch a deed
as Pearl Harbor came back on SS "Lurllne" with a friend
of thirty years standing, a vice president of one of t he lead«  
ing banks in Honolulu, who didn’t believe it even w hen we got  
the news from the lips of the ship’s captain that S unday morn�
ing (having sailed at noon the Friday before}» He mai ntained  
absolutely that "there must be some mistake - It Just isn’t  
possible»" As the radio was immediately closed down,  he  
arrived at San Francisco still unconvinced until aft er landing«  
He had "race prejudice in reverse" - h e  attributed to t he  
Japanese Government the good qualities of the Americ ans of  
Japanese ancestry he knew so well - Just as your good s elf and  
General re Witt, in the reverse direction, attribut e to the  
Americans of Japanese ancestry you apparently don’t  know so  
well, the bad qualities of the Japanese Government»

The prejudice is wrong in either direction,  
simply because the *Jblood" has nothing with it at all.
Tf it did, and if were consistent, y w  Y/ould certainly  
strongly advocate the isolation for the duration of a ll per�
sons of German ancestry« They are German citizens, according  
to the home government. They have been subJected,to a ttempts  
at indoctrination ever since Bismarck’s time; $ 3 & ne ed  only  
know what has gone on in Milwaukee, Cincinnati, etc»,  to know  
this« Bad tho it is, there is nothing in Japan’s recor d to  
equal Germany’s. Japan has only become an aggressor and a  
violator of accepted standards of conduct in the la st half-  
century; whereas Germany has been at it since Homan times or  
earlier« Pearl Harbor hurts because it happened to u s; how  
about Poland, Russia (attacked in the face of a treaty of  
friendship and mutual protection); Czecho-Slovakla,  Belgium,  
Holland, Denmark, Norway, and the rest? The executi on of some  
American fliers hurts; how about the execution of t he inno�
cent population of the entire village of Lidice in Cz echo�
slovakia? Since Bismarck’s day the German national a nthem  
was "Deutschland Uber Alias" (Germany over all the W orld)«
If blood tells, persons of German ancestry are far m ore  
dangerous than those of Japanese ancestry» You can "spot"  
the latter, not the former« Indoctrination, and sym pathy with  
the ideals of the land of their ancestors, Is shown by the  
record to have been much more effective with those of German  
blood than those of Japanese» Not one attempt at sab otage  
has so far been charged to any American of Japanese  ancestry;  
but there have been many charges, and convictions, in the case  
of Americana of German ancestry« This in spite of the fact
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that Hawaii has 37 per cent of Its population of Jap anese  
ancestral and that ������ here on the continent outside of  
the V/eetern Defense Command area were never seques tered, as  
well as the many thousands subsequently released fr om se�
questration and scattered over the continent*

loh fe» <mp

It Is not true that there was no protest at  
the Inept and unAmerloan handling of this situation  by General  
De Witt* A predecessor of this committee objected; I was 
among those present when a sub-committee called on the General  
pursuant to appointment but he being busy on other m atters,  
we spent an hour with Col« W« L* Magill, Provost Marshal*
Col* Maglll told us In substance that "the General had  made  
up his mind." Many other protests are recorded In the T olan  
Committee Deport (see pp* 147/156)* It should also be b orne  
In mind that at that time, the falsity of the Pearl H arbor  
sabotage stories had not been effectively proven (I f It has  
to this day among Californians); nor had the intellig ent,  
American and effective method of dealing with this problem  
in Hawaii been made generally known* Also, in time of  national  
emergency, many citizens are reluctant to question the judgment  
of the General in command, especially not having th e proof,  
which we have later had from his own testimony, of the p er�
sonal bias that may be Influencing his judgment*

ion©* It cannot be  
JUnssk t  cur Committee

But the harm has bee»  
promptly undone* However, %o aeaurnr? iTm-t" our Co mmittee is  
not at all departing from principle in not urging l amed late  
return of loyal Americans of Japanese ancestry to thi s area  
now* That is not because we fear what they would do ; tho It  
is true that the treatment they received may In some  Instances  
serve to destroy the admiration they had for our Amer ican  
Institutions* It Is because we fear what our prejudice d fellow  
oltlsens would do to them* We think it would be Inju rious to  
the war effort to make necessary to devote the time of civil  
and military authorities to the maintenance of law an d order  
and the protection of the rights of these unfortunat e citizens,  
who were singled out by the General on the basis of b lood to  

branded*#® ;fdangerousn for that reason alone, while those  
f othep^enemy descents were not thus branded as rac ial groups«

The details of what happened at Pearl Harbor  
have not been "somewhat dimmed by the passing of ti me" in our  
minds, certainly not In my own; I'll never forget that tr ip  
home on a blacked-out ship whose owners heard nothi ng from  
her from Sunday noon until Inside the bar, so that on Monday
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they took out special high rate Insurance against h er loss  
with all on board« But as above pointed out, Pearl Harb or  
and other orimes of the Japanese Government do not in our  
minds make Americans "potential saboteurs" because they are  
of Japanese ancestry, any more than the attaok on P oland makes  
Americans disloyal because they have German blood« we just  
don9t think that the acts of the various governments of the  
world can be attributed in any degree whatever (be t hey good  
or bad acts) to Americans who happen to have that parti cular  
ancestry ; we think all Americans should be judged o n what they  
are as human beings and not as persons of a given a ncestry  
(since all Americans except Indians are of "foreign " extraction)*

take thousands of lives to win it* It has already tak en  
thousands of lives as far as we have gone in the Ger man and  
Italian phase of the war; but in neither ease do we fee l that  
that has the slightest bearing on the loyal or disloyal atti�
tudes of Americans, regardless of their racial extr action«
Hither that proposition is so or It lsn*t; If l t fs so, it is  
equally applicable to persons of German ancestry as to Japaneseo

saboteurs Is very great In any part of the country,  considering  
how complex m o d e m  life has become and how dependent upon bridges  
tunnels, power lines, etc«, etc« Hence the need for the  utmost  
vigilance all over the country on the part of P. B*  1«, Army  
Intelligence, and law-enforcement authorities of eve ry kind«
But we do not agree at all on the proposition that a p erson Is  
any more of a "potential saboteur" because he is of Ja panese  
descent, or German or any other for that matter« Hi s "poten�
tialities" are at least less if he is as readily recog nizable  
hanging around a dam or a power line even In a stolen  uniform,  
as one of Japanese descent would be«

— _________ _______ *_l_ Jut use Nazi methods just because they are
"more efficient," unless we must do so temporarily to save our  
very existence, as we are doing in the regimentation of our  
free-enterprise economy in order to coordinate the production  

^ of the machinery of war« That la a deliberate (we  hope tem�
porary) surrender of rights and liberties of all ci tizens In  
which we all concur (in principle if not in administ ration)«  
But to imprison whole minority groups for the durati on on no  
other ground than their racial extraction is Indeed the Nazi  
theory of "protective custody" ���$, and so complete a de�
parture from fundamental American principles that it co uld  
only be justified if the necessity were as self-evident  as  
the necessity for making guns Instead of automobile s« It can

W'e agree a4 th  y  
"terrific war" on our hands to ands to H

that we will probably have a  
ck Japan, and that it will

We agree vrttttr � that the danger from potential

ÔT~�ttgree VrtLth yea that "emu uainiDimi Ulii�
We cannot preserve the .fundamentals of

■c aumot ""gftt ills "L nil Hi_^
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certainly not be Justified me rely because the Gene ral happen*  
lng to be In command in one area has|a personal race p rejudice,  
when a General nearer the front faces an even worse situation  
by reason of numbers and successfully handles the matte r other*  
wise*I

This brings m e  to the paragraph commencing at  
the top of your page 4* Whose judgment shall we aocep t?
That of a General who has himself admitted that he be lieves  
rta jap is a Jap," or ,that of a General who has success fully  
dealt with an even keener problem along American lin es; that  
of the intelligence officer of his department; and th at of  
the facts themselves, 1« e» the total absence of sab otage pr  
attempted sabotage on the part of any American of J apanese  
ancestry or even alien of Japanese ancestry except t he direct  
agents of the Japanese Government to which Mr* Hoove r referred  
In the statement I quoted above»

'/A*-'
analogy of the persons of American ancestry  

born in Japan with the persons of Japanese ancestry b ora In  
America omits an important fundamental fact» Everyt hing de�
pends on purpose and attitude» Immigrants from othe r countries  
of the world come to America to make it their homes; to enjoy
its freedoms and its institutions; and to give their chi ldren  
opportunities they know from experience they would n ot have  
at home» It Is their purpose to become Americans, an d it is  
their attitude to out the cord that binds them to. th eir heme*  
land» This, they recognise, is the land of opportunity ; here  
Is their future and their children's future» My own  parents  
left Denmark for exactly that purpose and with exac tly that  
attitude; and I personally know many, many Japanese  whose  
parents left Japan for exactly that purpose and wit h exactly  
that attitude» I do not happen, despite a wide acqu aintance,  
to know a single one whose parents came here "aafage nts of  
japan,* etc« Doubtless there were seme; as there ar e some  
who have come here as "agents of Germany.n The reaso n be*  
hind emigration from overcrowded tthave*notn countri es of low  
standards of living to America where "everyone is rich"  (as  
they say in Denmark for instance) are not so complica ted and  
so insidious as the suspicious would have us believ e# They  
are the same reasons that induced our ancestors to co me to
the colonies; they wanted freedom and opportunity; they had  
the guts to pack up and leave the homeland; and whe n they got  
here they wanted to stay and to enjoy the "blessings  of free*  
dam for our elves and our posterity»" indeed, the hi gh per*  
centage of older Japanese who planned to stay here fo r life  
is surprising in face or the fact that we deny them n atural!*  
cation*and discriminate socially against them»

Americans, on the other hand, seldom leave  
A f r i c a  (even under the Hew Deal) toiflnd better oppo rtunity
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elsewhere � they seldom "feel at horn#" anywhere else; and you  
are probably right In most cases, they are American s still*  
What a splendid tribute to the superiority of our c ssatry  
and our Institutions! It*a a one way  ̂streatj It doe sn*t go  
both ways« I

Ians, social workers or experimenters** But 1 am not  gullible  
enough to believe biased testimony! not swayed by em otion  
enough to lose sight of fundamentals! and not willi ng to  
approve a wrong aet Just because l t rs Irreversible f or tbejg  
present.

bject by correspondence» The members of the Committe e  
that tine attitude of the Chief Executive of our St ate  

on this fundamental question will have an Important  bearing  
on the future solution of the problemgthat has been created  
by the Indiscriminate evacuation* Many of us are co nvinced  
that there lies for you in the future an opportunit y to serve  
our country on a much wider plane* in which ease yo ur attl~  
tude may have an Important bearing on such proposals  as that  
ofl Bbprlvlng persons of Japanese ancestry of citiz enship!  
oleportlng them; etc., etc., whlrtP in turn  
followed by like proposals to deport persons of oth er racial  
descents at future times when we happen to be at war with  
their &nces trail countries« once the Baal principl e that  
"blood counts* Is admitted, there can be no logical  rend to  
the deportation of persons of differing racial stock s until  
all except the Indians shall have gone« In the evolut ion of  

¡time we shall probably be at war with many other na tions,
Just as we are now at war with Italy and Japan whic h were  
our Allies only 25 years ago« If we exclude Caucasians from  
ouai ' future«BmptAt ions*™» still have the Chinese, n egroes,;  
Filipinos, Malays, East Indians, Esquimaux, and man y other  
so-called "non-ass tollable "gpersons to deal with« It Is an  

jmdlesB problem«

Therefore, some time at your convenience, we  
would Ilk© very!much to have an opportunity to sit d own with  
you, and talk this whole question over* It cannot be but  
that a frank discussion oflthl si Important question w ould be  
helpful« If our point of view is wrong we certainly want to  
know, it; anifii ; know y o u w e l l  enough to know that;;, if giro. can  
convince you that your point of view may in some re spects be  
wrong, you will be the f l ra t  to admit It# Will you be'go od

//
I am not under the Influence of

It Is exceedingly difficult to cover so complex
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enough to let me know when such a conference In  
Franclaoo Bay area would be convenient to you?  
t&ke to make the arrangements«

the San  
I will tinder

With kindest personal regards, I am

Sincerely yours#

Alfred J* Lundberg,
P« 0* Box 58,  

Oakland V  California.



September 2, IS45

Honorable Earl Warren  
Governor of California  
Sacramento, California

Dear Earls

I am very grateful for your letter of  
July 16 | It was good of you to take the time to set  
forth your views so fully and I am happy to have been  
able to convey them to some of the members of this  
Committee, The multiplicity of demands upon my time  
is responsible for my delay in replying, which I hop e  
you will forgive.

1 hope also, that you will give the whole  
subjeot further thought and study, for while - as you  
say in your letter - we are both earnestly desirous  of  
serving our Country’s best interests, there is a ver y  
fundamental difference in our respective approaches  to  
this problem.

At the outset I should say that while I am  
interested, as you are, in movements primarily humani�
tarian, my interest in this Committee does not spri ng  
from that motive at all, nor even from a personal inte rest  
in persons of Japanese ancestry, tho i have many fr iends  
among them. It springs from a lively interest in a  
fundamental principle I regard as the most Important of  
all American principles, the protection of minority  
groups. It is probable that my interest in that prin�
ciple la primarily selfish, since I myself belong to  
minority groups in respect of ancestry, economic st ation,  
religious denomination, and jf*for the present only, j  
hopel) political party, I am persuaded that this Co m�
mittee is thoroughly sound when it says: "Attacks upon  
the rights of any minority tend to undermine the rights  
of the majority.» �

A* fc*1® moment, as an American, I am particularly  
Interested in the question of minorities discrimina ted  
against on the basis of ancestry, since that was the basis  
of Hitler*s rise to power. Upon the hypothesis that



"superior0 and "inferior" qualities in human beings  are de�
termined by inheritance alone, without regard to env ironmental  
factors» rests the whole structure of Nazi Justificat ion for  
ruling the world and rationalizing the enslavement of a ll  
non-"Aryan" persons* scientific men appear to agree  that  
inheritance of certain mental and physical "charact ers" is  
a condition precedent to the development» through en vironment»  
of various attainments» but they admit no selection  of these  
"characters" on the basis of "blood" or "race"» or e ven that  
such a thing as "race" exists in the world in a suffi ciently  
pure fona to justify any sub-classification for biolo gical  
purposes of the genus "homo sapiens" (which latter» as to  
many individuals» is doubtless a misnomer)*

Here» then» is a fundamental difference of  
point of vies In the Japanese question# You believe that  
persons of Japanese ancestry are» for that reason» "po tential  
saboteurs") that "they cannot safely be released an ywhere")  
and that "Japanese» wherever born, are indoctrinated  with the  
ambitions of the Japanese Empire•* You express confi dence  
In the judgment of General De Witt» who, as you undoub tedly  
know, was reported by the Associated press as having t estified  
before the House Naval Affairs Subcommittees "It make s no  
difference whether the Japanese is theoretically a c itizen -  
he is still a Japanese* Giving him a scrap of paper  wonvt  
change him* I donvt care what they do with the Japs as long  
as they don*t send them back here* A Jap Is a Jap*"

I, on the other hand, believe that a person is  
either loyal to our country or not, as the case, may be» en�
tirely regardless of the blood or the mixture of blo ods that  
flows in his veins* It may be, as you say, that "social  
workers" and "experimenters" think so too, but in thi s matter  
they have not Influenced my judgment at all# When X ca nnot  
know all the facts of my own knowledge, I prefer to depend on  
those whose experience leads me to believe that they  are quali�
fied to express an Informed opinion* In this matter » I would  
disqualify General De Witt because of hia obvious r ace pre�
judice as revealed in the testimony above quoted* B ut I would  
be guided by such as the following)

Col» Kendall J* Fielder* Chief of Military Intellig ence,  
Hawaiian Depi.: "How"' "differently a Himmler or a Rosenberg  
would have handled this delicate situation* Does an y one for  
a moment believe that any of the axis crowd would g ive one of  
enemy race a fair chance to prove himself? Yet that 's what  
was done in Hawaii - and so far it has proved militaril y sound*  
That the situation is working out well Is a tribute n ot only  
to wise administration, hut to tolerance on the part of the  
rest of our good Americans here* For the informatio n of
all who might; be misled, There is none among us who h as been
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this policy out of a mawkish sentImenta 1 ity or  
To us* Japan a n d h e r  people are a race of  

stubborn* hardy* despicable warrior zealots* who wo uld stop  
at nothing to snuff out our lives and our way of life « Her  
army and navy must definitely be crushed* The questi on of  
Americans of Japanese blood is far different* They are  
Americans ~ and until thoy prove (or ahow them«elyaw  rtnng*  
ously capable of proving) traitorous* they should b e treated  
as Americans*« (Address, March 1943 - underscoring mineTJ

J* Edgar Hoover* Director* F. B* � �� «§© have had practically  
no trouble with the Japanese in Hawaii* I made the s tatement  
before* that there has been no sabotage or espionag e committed  
In Hawaii* subsequent to Pearl Harbor* There was es pionage  
committed prior to Pearl Harbor* but not by the Jap anese popu«*  
lation as such* but by espionage agents and consular ag ents  
of the Japanese Government » # * The action taken and  the  
prompt manner in whloh It was taken* took out of circulat ion  
those individuals who might have been the nucleus o f any  
espionage or sabotage rings of either Japanese, Ger mans, or  
Italians in the United States*« (Testimony before H ouse  
Appropriations Committee)

Hon> Henry L. Stlmaon. Secretary of War: «It is the inh erent  
right of every faithful citizen* regardless of ance stry* to  
bear arms in the Nation*s battle, when obstacles to the free  
expression of that right are imposed by emergency c onsidera«»  
tlons, those barriers should be removed as soon as human ly  
possible.” (Statement announcing formation of a comb at unit  
of Americans of Japanese descent, January 31, 1943)

Hon* Joseph C* Grew, former ambassador to Japan: «The re are  
among Americans of Japanese race as fine people indiv idually  
as you can find anywhere* and many of them are pecu liarly  
anxious to repay Americans for freedom by making esp ecially  
arduous efforts in the prosecution of the war* I wel come the  
policies of our government, which are designed to re lieve the  
Nisei of discriminatory restrictions as rapidly and  fairly as  
possible, and I applaud the action of the Army in s etting up  
facilities whereby these Americans will be able to show the  
world what they are able to do*« (Address* April 26* 19 43)

Col. W* P* scobey. Executive Officer, Office of Assis tant  
Secretary of Wart «The War Department has faith in the loyal  
Japanese Americans*«

Dt* General Delos 0* Emmons* Commander Hawaiian Dep t.: «Enough  
Hawaiians of Japanese Ancestry have responded to the  call for  
volunteers to form a combat team of approximately 4*0 00 men*
* * The response to the call was highly gratifying* * * i  
believe they will make a splendid record*«

Mi  H



Mr« Justice Murphy, U« S. Supreme Courts *Except under condi�
tions ot  great emergency a regulation of this kind (the curfew ),  
applicable solely to citizens of a particular racia l extrac�
tion, would not be regarded as In accord with the requi rement  
of due process * It by no means follows, however, tha t there  
may not be discrimination of such an injurious character In  
the application of laws as to amount to a denial of due process  
of law, as that term Is used In the Fifth Amendment, I think  
that point Is dangerously approached when we have one law for  
W e  majority of our citizens and another for a partic ular  
racial heritage** (Concurring opinion In Curfew cas e - under�
scoring mine)

Xn addition to the foregoing, I have consider�
able Information of my own on the Japanese question,  due to  
the long residence of my wife in Hawaii where her f amily  
lives, my many friends there in every social station  whom I  
have often talked with here on the mainland during th e last  
thirty years, as well as my two visits to the Island  of Oahu  
during 1940 and 1941 (X was in pearl Harbor on Dece mber 4,
1941, and left Honolulu on the 5th)* One could not live i n 
California one's whole life as I have, and have man y friends  
among persons of Japanese ancestry in every soolal station,  
without coming to know how at variance with the fac t is your  
expressed belief that nJapanese, wherever born, are  indoc�
trinated with the ambitions of the Japanese Empire* ff it is  
indeed comforting for the future of America to know h ow futile  
were the efforts of the Japanese Government (and of m any other  
foreign governments as well, particularly the Germa n) to claim  
as citizens those of that "race* horn on our soil, and to  in�
culcate In them admiration and zeal for the land, cus toms, or  
social order of their ancestors* Even in Hawaii, so  much  
closer to Japan than we are, and where children of J apanese  
ancestry nearly all went to privately maintained Jap anese  
language schools every school day after attending Am erican  
school, I know of my own knowledge that it Just hasn't  "taken*  
at all. As an investment, whatever money has been furni shed  
by the Japanese Government all these years for thes e long-  
continued attempts at indoctrination has been a comp lete loss*  
With 37 per cent of the population of the Hawaiian Is lands of  
Japanese ancestry, there was not one single instanc e of sabotage  
at the time of Pearl Harbor (lurid accounts in our local press  
to the oontrary notwithstanding), There were no "ar rows cut  
In the cane fields*) there were no "Japanese owned trucks  
blocking the roads ";  on the contrary, Americans of Japanese  
ancestry in Honolulu were as surprised as were my f riends in  
the "Big Five" at the dastardly sneak attack and eq ually anxious  
to avenge it, as the volunteering records for both m ilitary  
and civilian services amply Indicate* The "laxity a t Pearl  
Harbor* to which you refer in your letter, had nothin g to do  
with persons of Japanese ancestry) the laxity. If an y, was on
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the part of Caucasian officers of our own armed for ces« and  
on the part of Caucasian civilians In important pos itions who  
had "race prejudice in reverse,” by which X mean th at their  
lifetime contact with persons of Japanese ancestry in Hawaii  
had blinded them to the distinction between these Am ericans  
and the Japanese people of the homeland« They Just didn’ t  
think the Japanese Government would be capable of s uch a deed  
as Pearl Harbor* I came back on SS "Lurline" with a friend  
of thirty years standing, a vice president of one o f the lead*  
ing banks in Honolulu, who didn’t believe it even whe n we got  
the news from the lips of the ship’s captain that S unday morn-  
Ing (having sailed at noon the Friday before)* He mai ntained  
absolutely that "there must be some mistake - it Just  isn’t  
possible.” As the radio was immediately closed down , he  
arrived at San Francisco still unconvinced until aft er landing*  
He had "race prejudice in reverse” - he attributed to  the  
Japanese Government the good qualities of the Ameri cans of  
Japanese ancestry he knew so well - Just as your good  self and  
General 15© ritt, in the reverse direction, attribu te to the  
Americans of Japanese ancestry you apparently don ’t  know so  
well, the bad qualities of the Japanese Government«

The prejudice is wrong in either direction,/  
simply because the "blood” has nothing to do with it  at all.
If it did, and if you were consistent, you would cert ainly  
strongly advocate the Isolation for the duration of all per�
sona of German ancestry* They are German citizens, according  
to the home government* They have been subjected to  attempts  
at indoctrination ever since Bismarck’s time} you n eed only  
know what has gone on in Milwaukee, Cincinnati, etc* , to know  
this* sad tho it is, there is nothing in Japan’s record t o 
equal' Germany’s. Japan has only become an aggressor  and a  
violator of accepted standards of conduct in the la st half-  
century; whereas Germany has been at it since Homan  times or  
earlier* Pearl Harbor hurts because it happened to us ; how  
about Poland, Russia (attacked in the face of a trea ty of  
friendship and mutual protection)} Czecho-Slovakla, Belgium,  
Holland, Denmark, Norway, and the rest? The executi on of some  
American fliers hurts; how about the execution of t he inno�
cent population of the entire village of Lidice in Cz echo�
slovakia? Since Bismarck’s day the German national a nthem  
was "Deutschland tJber Alles” (Germany over all the Wo rld)®
If blood tells, persons of German ancestry are far more  
dangerous than those of Japanese ancestry. You can "spot”  
the latter, not the former. Indoctrination, and sym pathy with  
the Ideals of the land of their ancestors, la shown b y the  
record to have been much more effective with those of German  
blood than those of Japanese« Not one attempt at sa botage  
has so far been changed to any American of Japanese an cestry;  
but there have been many charges, and convictions, in the case  
of Americans of German ancestry. This in spite of the fact
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that Hawaii has 37 per cent of its population of Japa nese  
ancestry; and that 20*000 here on the continent out side of  
the Western Defense Command area were never sequest ered* as  
well as the many thousands subsequently released fro m se�
questration and scattered over the continent«

And now I wish to answer a few specific points
in your letters

It is not true that there was no protest at  
the inept and unAmerioan handling of this situation  by General  
Do Witt ó A predecessor of this consalttee objected; l was  
among those present when a sub-committee called on the General  
pursuant to appointment but he being busy on other m atters*  
we spent an hour with Col# W« L* Magill* Provost Marshal«
Col* Maglll told us in substance that "the General had m ade  
up his mind«” Many other protests are recorded in the T olan  
Committee Beport (see pp« 147/156)* It should also be born e  
in mind that at that time* the falsity of the Pearl Har bor  
sabotage stories had not been effectively proven (i f it lias  
to this day among Californians); nor had the intellig ent*  
American and effective method of dealing with this problem  
in Hawaii been made generally known« Also* in time of national  
emergency, many citizens are reluctant to cuestión the Judgment  
of the General in command* especially not having the proof*  
which we have later had from his own testimony* of the per�
sonal bias that may be influencing his Judgment*

But the harm has been done« It cannot be  
promptly undone« However* be assured that our Commi ttee is  
not at all departing from principle In not urging i mmediate  
return of loyal Americans of Japanese ancestry to th is area  
now. That is not beoause we fear what they would do ; tho it  
is true that the treatment they received may in some  instances  
serve to destroy the admiration they had for our Ame rican  
Institutions« It is because we fear what our prejudic ed fellow  
citizens would do to them« We think it would be injur ious to  
the war effort to make t\  necessary to devote the time of civil  
and military authorities to the maintenance of law and order  
and the protection of the rights of these unfortunat e citizens*  
who were singled out by the General on the basis of b lood to  
be branded as "dangerous" for that reason alone* whil e those  
of other enemy descents were not thus branded as ra cial groups#

The details of what happened at Pearl Harbor  
have not been "somewhat dimmed by the passing of ti me” in our  
minds* certainly not in my own; 1*11 never forget that trip  
home on a blacked~out ship whose owners heard nothi ng from  
her from Sunday noon until inside the bar* so that on Monday
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they took out special high rate Insurance against h er loss  
with all on hoard» But as above pointed outf pearl Har bor  
and other crimes of the Japanese Government do not I n our  
minds make Americans "potential saboteurs" because they are  
of Japanese ancestry» any more than the attack on Po land makes  
Americans disloyal because they have German blood* We just  
don9t think that the acts of the various governments of the  
world can be attributed in any degree whatever (be they good  
or bad acts) to Americans who happen to have that partic ular  
ancestry | we think all Americans should be judged o n what they  
are as human beings and not as persons of a given a ncestry  
(since all Americans except Indians are of "foreign"  extraction)

We agree with you that we will probably have a  
"terrific war" on our hands to lick Japan» and that  It will  
take thousands of lives to win It« It has already tak en  
thousands of lives as far as we have gone in the Germ an and  
Italian phase of the war; but in neither case do we fe el that  
that has the slightest bearing on the loyal or disloyal  atti�
tudes of Americans» regardless of their racial extr action»
Either that proposition is so or it lsn*tf If lt»s s o» it 1 b  
equally applicable to persons of German ancestry as to Japanese»

We agree with you that the danger from potential  
saboteurs is very great in any part of the country, considering  
how complex m o d e m  life has become and how dependent  upon bridge  
tunnels, power lines, etc», etc» Hence the need for t he utmost  
vigilance all over the country on the part of p. B*  !•» Army  
Intelligence, and law-enforcement authorities of eve ry kind*
But we do not agree at all on the proposition that a person is  
any more of a "potential saboteur" because he is of Japanese  
descent, or German or any other for that matter* His  "poten�
tialities" are at least less if he is as readily rec ognisable  
hanging around a dam or a power line even in a stolen uniform,  
as one of Japanese descent would be»

We agree with you that "one oannot eat his cake  
and have it too*" We cannot preserve the fundamental s of  
American principles but use Nasi methods just because they are  
"more efficient," unless we must do so temporarily to save our  
very existence, as we are doing in the regimentation  of our  
free-enterprise economy in order to coordinate the p roduction  
of the machinery of war* That is a deliberate (we hope  tem�
porary) surrender of rights and liberties of all ci tizens in  
which we all concur (in principle if not in administrat ion)*
But to imprison whole minority groups for the durat ion on no  
other ground than their racial extraction is indeed the Nazi  
theory of "protective custody” 100$, and so complete  a de�
parture from fundamental American principles that i t could  
only be justified if the necessity were as self-evident  as  
the necessity for making guns Instead of automobile s* It can
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elsewhere; they seldom "feel at home* anywhere else ; and you  
are probably right in most eases, they are American a still»  
What a splendid tribute to the superiority of our coun try  
and our Institutions! Xt*s a one way street; it doe sn*t go  
both ways«

I am not under the influence of humanitar�
ians« social workers or experimenters« But I am hot gu llible  
enough to believe biased testimony; not swayed by emo tion  
enough to lose sight of fundamentals; and not willin g to  
approve a wrong act Just because it's Irreversible for the  
present«

It la exceedingly difficult to cover so complex  
a subject by correspondence« The members of the Com mittee  
feel that the attitude of the Chief Executive of ou r State  
on this fundamental question will have an Important  bearing  
on the future solution of the problem that has been  created  
by the Indiscriminate evacuation« Many of us are co nvinced  
that there lies for you In the future an opportunit y to serve  
our country on a much wider plane« In which case yo ur atti�
tude may have an Important bearing on such proposals  as that  
of depriving persons of Japanese ancestry of cltlEen ship;  
deporting them; etc«« etc«« which in turn of course will be  
followed by like proposals to deport persons of othe r racial  
descents at future times when we happen to be at war  with  
their ancestral countries« Onoe the Hasl principle that  
"blood counts" Is admitted« there can be no logical e nd to  
the deportation of persons of differing racial stoc ks until  
all except the Indians shall have gone* in the evoluti on of  
time we shall probably be at war with many other nat ions«
Just as we are now at war with Italy and Japan whic h were  
our Allies only 25 years ago* If we exclude Caucasians  from  
our future deportations« we still have the Chinese,  regroes, _  
Filipinos« Malays, East Indians« Esquimaux, and man y other  
so-called "non-ass imll&ble" persons to deal with« It Is an  
endless problem*

Therefore, some time at your convenience« we  
would like very much to have an opportunity to sit d own with  
you and talk this Whole question over* It cannot be bu t  
that a frank discussion of this important question w ould be  
helpful «’I If our point of view Is wrong we certai nly want to  
know it; and I know you well enough to know that if we can  
convince you that your point of view may In some re spects be  
wrong« you will be the first to admit it» Will you be good



enough to let me know when such a conference In the S an  
Francisco Bmj area would be convenient to you? * I will under*  
t&ke to make the arrangements«

With kindest personal regards« I am  

Sincerely yours«

Alfred y* Ewndberg,  
?m 0« Box 58«

»
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Personal

Honorable Earl Warren  
Governor of California  
Sacramento, California

Dear Ear l :

X presume upon my friendship with you to write you rega rding a matter over which  
I am much concerned. I am convinced that we must deal fa irly with the loyal  
Americans of Japanese anoestry who have been evacuated from our state.

You have recently been quoted in the press as believing not only that th ese  
people should not be returned to California during the war but th at you also  
oppose the clan of the Federal Government to relocate loyal persons i n non�
military zones where thqy might aid in meeting the manpo wer shortage. The  
July 5th issue of Life Magazine states that you oppose any release from the  
Relocation Centers with the words "N0 one will be able to tell a saboteur  
from any o-tiier Jap...We don ’t want to have a second Pearl Harbor in California  
«... This isn’t an appeal to race hatred.”

Unfortunately there are already evidences that your word s are being exploited  
by vigilante-minded individuals. Some with whom I have talked  believe that  
you have been misquoted. Some think that you were refer ring to the disloyal  
persons who are now confined in internment camps and that you did not h ave  
reference to the many loyal Americans of Japanese ancestr y who are living in  
the Relocation Centers.

The Committee on whose letterhead this is written and of which I am an active  
member, does not suggest that even .loyal evacuees should be returned  to the  
i/ifest Coast at the present time. But it does strongly support the positi on  
that Americans of Japanese ancestry who are found to be loyal should be per�
mitted to find^th'eir places in industry and agricultu re outside the military  
areas. Our opinion is backed up by authoritative testimonie s by J. Edgar  
Hoover, Colonel K, J. Fielder of Arn̂ y. Intelligence and others. I enclos e 
some of these supporting statements.

Frankly, Earl, I feel it would be sound fo^ you to take a long view and a  
nation-wide view of this question, which is so clouded by war- time emotions  
here at home in California, with doubtless a considerable elemen t of emotions  
that have their root in economic jealousies. As far as I have been able to  
learn, people in the Middle West and East are more sensitive to the pres erva�
tion of the liberties of American citizens including those so unfo rtunate as  
to look like our present enemies. The fundamentals of the Bill of Rights  
have weathered many an emotional storm in our Nation ’s history, an d I feel sure  
you believe as I do that it will weather this one. Y ou have already helped  
it weather local attempts at embezzlement by domestic enemies of various  
Caucasian ancestriesj I am one of those who hGpe it may please God to permit  
you to do so on a nationv-wido scale.

So if you have been misquoted, will you not take steps to set the ma tter righj:’  

With kindest personal regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

Alfred J . Lundberg�� �	���
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Sacramento

July 16, 1943

Mr. Alfred J * Lundberg  
1106 Broadway  
Oakland (4), California

Dear Al:

I have your letter of July 13 concerning the Japanese who have been evacuated from  
our State and calling attention to my statements on the subject a t the recent  
Governors * Conference, In it you say, ’’Unfortunate ly there are already evidences  
that your words are being exploited by vigilante-minde d individuals," If this is  
the fact, I sincerely regret it because nothing is more  destructive than vigilante  
spirit and action, and I have consistently opposed both throughout my publi c career,

I am very happy to discuss the subject with you because I believe tha t both of us  
speak the same language and are motivated by the same interest, I have been inti�
mately acquainted with your humanitarian instincts ever since we both jo ined with  
others in Oakland to form the Religious Fellowship some fifteen  years ago. However,
I cannot make any apology for the things that I said concerning the ev acuation and  
relocation of Japanese, because I believe them to be true and in the interest of  

safety of our State and Nation.

I believe these views are not colored by race hatred or by "wa r time emotions her£  
at home in California with doubtless a considerable eleme nt of emotions that have  
their root in economic jealousies," stated by you to be prevalent . 'It is my  
opinion that the Japanese, whether born in Japan or in this country, were rightfully  
evacuated from this area and placed in Relocation Centers under  the authority con�
ferred by Congressional Act, signed by the President and acted un der by the Com�
manding General charged with the military safety of th is section of our country. At  
that time everyone from the President down acquiesced in  the procedure. I heard of  
no objection being raised by governmental agencies or citiz en.groups, although they  
had ample time to do so. I am persuaded that the reason there  was no such objection  
was that the public feared the activities of these people, as did the Commanding  
General. At that time the affair at Pearl Harbor was still ringing i n our ears.
Now that the details of that incident have been somewhat dimmed b y passing of time,  
there is a movement to undo that which was then done in the  interest of safety.  
Personally, I am of the opinion that little has happened since Pearl Harb or to  
justify us in abandoning protective measures. Certai nly our victories do not add up  

to any such total.

On the other hand, I am of the opinion that if the European War should be terminated  
successfully in a reasonably short time we will still have a terri fic war on our  
hands with the Japanese and that it will take the lives of hundred s of thousands of ‘  
our boys to win it. In short, I believe th-t the same smugness that br ought about  
the laxity ending in the disaster at Pearl Harbor is beginning to permeate our  
country again, and that unless we do keep uppermost in ou r minds the formidable  
military establishment of Japan, the degree of her pre paration, and the imperial  
designs, we may have another Pearl Harbor, I pray that it may not be  so, but that  
if it should be, California, through an appreciation of the danger s involved, may  
have protected herself against the blow falling here,

I cannot help believing that you and your committee share this bel ief with me:  
otherwise you would not have.said in your letter "The Comm ittee on whose letterhead



July 16, 1945Mr# A# Jf LUndberg - Page 2

this is written, and of which I am an active member, does not sugges t that even  
loyal evacuees should be returned to the West Coast at the present time,  but it does  
strongly support the position that Americans of Japanese  ancestry who are found to  
be loyal should be permitted to find their places in industry and agricul ture out�
side the military areas. That statement indicates to me that yo u believe exactly  
as I do; that regardless of the place of their birth the y cannot, under existing  
war conditions, be trusted in this vital war area. The only difference, appar ently,  
in our thinking is that you are of the opinion that they can safely be released  
from sequestration in other parts of the country, while I am of the opinion t hat  
under our way of life a potential saboteur is a menace to ou r war effort, regardless  
of where he may be released.

In this country of ours where people are free to come and go as t hey please without  
any system of espionage, there is no limit to the dangers involved in  setting a  
potential saboteur loose in any part of the country. The destruction  of an aero�
plane factory in Kansas City is just as much a disaster as the des truction of one  
at Burbank, California, The destruction of bridges and tunnels  in the Rocky Moun�
tains would be just as great a disaster as similar sabotage in the Sierra Nevadas.  
The destruction of Boulder Dam, which is outside the combat  area but which furnishes  
a major portion of the water and power for war industry in Sou thern California,  
would be just as serious as the destruction of the Pitt River Dam and others in the  
combat area serving war industry in northern California . It is on this theory  
I believe that if the evacuees cannot safely be returned to California they oannot  
safely be released anywhere.

As I view the situation, your position, giving full credit for the humanitarian  
motives prompting it,'is not one based upon principles but  upon expediency for the  
safety of our country, as is mine. If it were otherwise, and your  conclusion was  
based upon the Bill of Rights which was referred to in yo ur letter you would con�
tend that every person born in this country of Japanese parentage would , under  
present conditions, be entitled to every right of citizenship ; that is, the right  
to come and go and assemble, not in some, parts of the country, but. in eve ry part of  
the country, including this combat zone where you and I and others have the same 
privilege. For obvious reasons you and your committee do not rely upon this pr in�
ciple in arriving at your conclusion.

There is an old saying that one cannot eat his cake and keep it, and it seems that  
that is the situation in which we find ourselves now. Either we ta ke the protective  
measures that we know in our hearts are necessary to insure safety of our country  
or we abandon them as being in conflict with some principl e of law. We cannot do  
both in this situation, and our Supreme Court unanimously recogniz ed this fact  
recently in sustaining the ourfew regulations on those of Japanese ancestry. It  
arrived at its,conclusion reluctantly, as we all do in suc h situations. Neverthe�
less it was firm ‘and unanimous in its conclusion that because of the peculiar situ�
ation of those of Japanese extraction, a distinction could, un dervthe Constitution,  
be made. How far th'e'y will go in sustaining these procedures  I do not profess to  
know, but 1 am of the opinion that it will go as far as it be lieves the necessities  
of the situation justify.

Lieutenant General DeWitt, the Commanding General of this area, has expressed the  
firm belief that in order to insure the safety of the area none of  the evacuees  
should be returned. Inasmuch as the original evacuation wa s made under his direc�
tion, I see no reason why we should dc-ubt the wisdom of his present opinion on the  
subject.
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Reduced to simplest terms, our difference of opinion on the subject, if we are in  
disagreement, would seem to depend upon whose judgment we are going to accept as  
to the action required to protect us against fifth-column act ivities, which are  
part and parcel of Axis warfare. I personally choose to take th e opinion of the  

Commanding General who is charged with our safety, rathe r than the views of experi�
menters who sometimes fall into the error of supporting thei r theories to the extent  
nf disregarding very obvious precautions that should be taken aga inst the dangers  
of modern warfare. I think there oan be no doubt that the evidence w hich has  
recently come to light in some of the Relocation penters shows a shocking indiffer�
ence to the safety faotor* I suppose you are aware that for a long time the re have  
been thousands of people in California including army, navy, coast gu ards local law  
enforcement and civilian patrols, guarding our coast line against possible landings  
of Japanese saboteurs from submarines. We have been warned b y the government time  
after time of the probability of attempted landings. Should the evacuees be ret urn�
ed to California and given the right of unrestricted travel, who, I ask yo u, could  
tell the difference between a loyal Japanese on cur coast line  and a saboteur?

Some months ago the country was in a turmoil over the secret land ing of six Germans  
who had been trained in the techniques of sabotage in Germany  and sent to this  
country with that knowledge and the neoessary funds to disrupt our war effort.  
Fortunately they were apprehended by the F.B.I. They were p romptly and properly  
tried, convicted, and executed, and those who assisted then were  likewise punished.
It was a serious situation, but compared with the potentialities involved in
releasing all those whom the social workers in Japanese Reloca tion Centers put the  
stamp of loyalty upon, it is but a drop in the bucket. We know ho w Japanese,  
wherever born, are indoctrinated with the ambitions of the Japanese Em pire and of  
their efforts to achieve them.

As a matter of plain, simple faot, Al, it seems to me that we could not expect the  
average Japanese born in this country to give his loyalty  to America in this war  
of survival. Again I hope that in saying this I am not giving vent to any feeling  
of race prejudice or hatred but rather to a recognition of loyaltie s that are born  
of home, family, race and religion. I would expect to be so judged if I wer e in  
Japan. Suppose that as young men, you and I had gone to Japan to liv e; that we  
had brought our Amerioan wives with us and had there brought our children into the
world. Suppose, further, that they had lived in our Amerioan homes,  more or less
isolated from the Japanese society and culture, prohibited f rom acquiring citizen�
ship or land, and oerhaos never even learning the Japanese language. Suppos e they  
had never known any other environment prior to the outbreak of this pr esent war,  
where do you believe their sentiments would now be? Would th ey be for Japan or  
would they be for the United States of America; and given the  opportunity to help  
one or the other, which do you believe they would help? I believe  I know what  
both your children and mine would do under the circumstan ces; and I believe that  
Japanese, so born and reared, would reaot even more strongly because their  govern�
ment is their religion as well, and their Emperor is their  God.

I have no doubt that there are many Japanese who came to this country bec ause they  
would rather live here than live their lives under conditions  as they are in Japan.
I am also certain that there are many of their children born in this country who  
would have the same loyal sentiments that you and I have. For them this is a  
tragedy. War is a tragedy to millions of people. If there we re any reasonable way  
of determining the loyalty of these individuals, I would be the firs t to insist upon  
their having the right to all the freedoms that we have. Unfortunately, I  believe  
there is no way of determining this faot, or if there is, it has not been tried.
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Frankly, as a citizen and public official I am not willing to ado pt the theories or  
the practices indulged in by the Relocation Authorities to dete rmine this fact* If,  
on the other hand, General DeWitt who is charged with the military  security of the  
area and who has been intimately connected with the situation since before Pearl  

Harbor, or Director J. Edgar Hoover of the were to pass favorably upon the
release of any of these individuals, I would accept the decision oh eerfully and  

without question*

In conclusion let me say again that I appreciate the humani tarian sentiments which  
impelled you to write— the sentiments that have brought your commit tee together.
Also that fundamentally there is no real difference of opinion between us and that  
we are both guided by a desire to do for these people those things which are c on�
sistent with the security of our nation. The only difference bet ween us, as I view  
the situation, is that you do not believe the elements of danger i n this group are  
as serious as I do, and that you base your opinion, as to  the danger involved, upon  
the opinions of the workers in the War Relocation Authority. While I base mine upon  
army and navy officials and the members of the F.B.I. and other law en forcement  
officers as well as upon the opinion of the Commanding General for this area.

You may be sure that so far as is consistent with this beli ef on my part, I will do  
everything possible to protect the lives and property of these people as I would all  
other citizens of our country* It was in this spirit that I said at Columbus, Ohio,  
that I was not making an appeal to race hatred, butr rather an  appeal for national  

security.

Trusting that you will convey these views to the members of your Committee; and w ith  
best T'rf.shes, I am

Sincerely,

(signed) Earl Y/arren

EW :o op
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Mr. Alfred J. Lundberg 
1106 Broadway
Oakland (4), California f|

Dear Al:

S^S your letter of July 13 concerning the 
Japanese Who have been evacuated fro® our State and  call�
ing attention to mystatements on the subject at the  
recent Governors' Conference. In it you say �� Unfortun�
ately there are already evidences»itbat your worifs  are 
being exploited by vigilante-minded individualsp If  
this is tne fact,;, I sincerely regret it because n othin«

-,isVi|aore vdeatruptlve; than |vigilante spirit an d action, ' ¥ ^ $ /  
and I nave consietantiy oppoèsd both througfiout my  public 
career. ■ || § § ® I  p ■

I %|aL very .h.ajp̂y tp discuss the subject with you 
beoauaé:. p̂ believe; that'.both. o||u � speak'the same language 
and are motivated by the same interest. I have been  intimately 
acquainted with your humanitarian instincts ever si npe 9
we both Joined with others in Oakland to form the 
’Religious Fellowship some fifteen years ago. . How evefv I  
cannot make any apology for the things that I said concern— 
ing the evacuation and relocation of Japanese, beca use\ I  
believe them to be true and in the interest of safe ty <sf  our 
State gandHatt on.

I believe these views are not colored by race \ 
hatred or by *war time, emotions here at home in ■ C alifornia 
with doubtless a considerable element of emotions t hat have 
their root in economic jealousies,« stated by you t o be \ 
prevalent, g: It is my opinion that the Japanese, w hether 1 
born ia Japan or in this country, were rightfully e vacuated 
from this area and placed in Relocation Centers und dr the  
authority conferred by Congressional Act, signed by  the  
President and acted under by the Commanding General  ¡charged 

 ̂tillita i f  safety of this section of our country.
At that time everyone from the President down acqui esced in 
the procedure. I heard, of no objection being raise d by 
governmental agencies or citizen groups, although t hey had 
ample time to do so. I am persuaded that the reason  there! 
was no such objection was that the public feared th e aotivW 
Zu ?0, these people, as did the Commanding Cenerai A t 
that time the affair at Pearl Harbor was still ring ing in
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The destruction of bridges and tunnels in the Hocky  Moun�
tains would be just as great a disaster as similar sabotage 
in the Sierra Nev&das. The destruction o f  Boulder Dam, 
which is outside the combat area but which furnishes a 
major portion of the water and power for war industry in 
Southern California, would be just as serious as th e destruc�
tion of the fitt Hirer Bam and others in the combat  area 
serving war industry in northern California. It is on this 
theory I believe that if the evacuees cannot safely  be returned 
to California they cannot safely be released anywhere.

fj As I view the situation, your position, giving f ull 
Gredit for the humanitarian motives prompting it, is not o ne 
based./t̂ pon principles but uppn expediency for the  safety of
our QQU£

r.T̂w*F • - uw- * • -/■
itry, a# is mine •it. were '̂ot fill' xftAMft# and your « won***

clue ioh fwas - oas ed ̂ the .SB Ill of ytit ill ta which ' was'v referred
to �n yc >ur letter, you would con lend *4 4*Or ft every person born

in his country of Japa hese ] oh re stag ouId, und er present
conditions, be entitled to every right of citizensh ip; that 
is, the right to come apd go and assemble, not in s ome parts 
of the country, butfih %very' part of the country, inoluding 
thlsi'kb:bithS‘t: zbne where you and: I and -others  have-|the stae 
prlyliŜ ge. | For obvious Vfeasonslfyou - and your commit tee do 
not rely upon this•principle in arriving at your co nelusion*

- Is ©lev Is ;-an/bid saying'- that one oannoteat h is cake 
and keep it, and it seems that that is the situatio n in which 
we find ourselves now. Either we take the protectiv e measures 
that we know in pur hearts are necessary tO|insure safety of 
our country or we abandon them as being in conflict  with some 
principle of law. We cannot do both in this situati on, and 
our Supreme Court unanimously recognized this fact recently 
in sustaining the curfew regulations on those of Ja panese 
ancestry, ii It arrived at its conclusion reluctant ly, as we 
all do in such situations. Jfeveriheleas it was fir m and unan�
imous in its conclusion that because of the peculia r situation 
of those of Japanese extraction, a distinction coul d, under 
the Constitution, be made. Bow far they will go in sustaining 
these'' procedures I, do' not; profess, to kn ow, b ut X ■' ,&m: - of the 
©pinion that Tit will 'go- as far as it - believes the necessities 
of the situation justify.

Tiautatiao % Ge.ner al' DeWitt, t ho ; od. jxsting General 
of thlb area, has expressed the firm belief that in  order t© I 
insure the safety¿of the area-none of the evacuees should be 
returned.-'p Inasmuch as the original evacuation wa s made under 
his direction, I see no reason why we should doubt the wisdom  
of his present opinion on the subject.
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Reduced to simplest terms, our difference of 
op InioD on the subject, if #####* we are In disagr eeiaent, would 
seem to dßpßnd upon whose Judgment we are going to accept as 
to the action required to protect us against Fifth— column 
activities, which are part and parcel of Axis warfa re. X 
personally choose to take the opinion of the Comman ding 
Greneral who is charged with our safety, rather tha n the 
views of experimenters who sometimes fall into the error of 
supporting their theories to the extent of disregar ding very 
obvious prdcautions that should be taken against th e dangers 
Of moc.e tti. ■ :.rö r e , thinktb ere ears bf no, doubt that the
evidence which haß recently come to light in some o f the 
Heioca'tidn Center#*- shows a. shod king indifferen ce to the safety 
factor. I suppose you are aware that for a long' ti me there 
have been thousands of people in California includi ng army, 
navy, coast guard, local lawjeriforciment and civil ian patrols, 
guarding* purj coast line againsC possible landings  of: Japanese 
sabot eure t from submarines. We" have-' been warne d by the govern** 
went time after time of the probability of attempte d landings* 
Should the evacuees be returned to California and g iven the 
rigjh§£ of unrestricted travel, who, � ask you, could tell the 
difference ■ between c loyal Japanese On our coast. line and.a 
: ea botenr � f||fj f§ J$

Some months ago the country was in a turmoil over t he 
secret landing, of; six Jarmans who had-been ¡train ed in the 
techniques of sabotage in Jermany and sent to this country with 
that knowledge and the necessary funds to disrupt o ur war ef�
fort» fortunately they wer£ apprehended by the F.B. X. They 
were promptly and properly tried, convicted, and ex ecuted, 
and those who assisted them were likewise punished.  	 � � was a 
serious situationj but compared with the potentiali ties involved 
in releasing all those whom the social workers in J apanese Relo�
cation Centers put the stampof loyalty upon, it is but a drop 
in the bucket. We know how Japanese, wherever born,  are indoc�
trinated with the ambitions of the Japanese Umpire and of thdir 
efforts: to achieve them.ip

As a matter of plain, simple fact,|Al, it seems to 
me that we could not expect the average Japanese bo rn in this 
country to give his loyalty to America# in this war  of survival*  
Again X hope that in saying this I am not giving ve nt to any 
feeling of race prejudice or hatred but rather to a  recognition 
of loyalties that are born of home,* family,̂ race a nd religion.
I would expect to be so Judged if X were in Japan. Suppose 
that as young men, you and̂  X had gone to Japan to live; that 
we had brought our American wives with us and had t here brought 
our children into the world. Suppose, further, that  they had

|
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lived In our American home«, more or lese isolated from 
the Japanese society and culture, prohibited fro® a cquir—
In citizenship orfl&nd, and perhaps never even lear ning 
the Japanese language. Suppose they had never known  any 
other environment prior to the outbreak of this pre sent 
war, where do you believe their sentiments would no w be?
Would they be for Japan or would they be for the Un ited 
States, of Aaerioa; and given the opportunity to he lp one 
or the other, which do you believe they would help?  I be�
lieve I know what both your children and mine would  do under 
the circumstances; and I believe that Japanese, so born and 
reared, would react even more strongly because thei r govern�
ment in their religionèj&s well,'|and their Emperor  is their 
God.

I have no doubt that there are many Japanese who 
came to this country because they would rather live  here 
than live their.lives under conditions as they are in Japan# ■
I am ale© certain thatitheye are many of their chil dren born 
in.this country wno would have the same loyal senti ments that 
you and ‘ ̂havev' | For thé a t hi s is a �1 rag edŷ '%| War . .is . a -/.tragedy 
to millions of people• If there were- any reasonabl e way of 
determining the loyalty of these individuals, I wou ld be thè 
firèt to insist upon their hs.ving the right to all  the freedoas 
that we have.,<{ Unfortunately, X believe there is no way of 
determining this fact, or if there is, it has not b een tried*

Frankly,- as-..a citizen and public official -. X a m not 
willing totfadopt the theories or the practices ind ulged in by 
the Relocation Authoritiesjto determine this tact. If, on 
the other hadn, General DeWitt who is charged with the military 
security of the area and who has been intimately co nnected with 
the situation since before Pearl Harbor, or Directo r J. Edgar 
Hoover of the F.B.I.>were to pass favorably upon th e release 
of any of these individuals, I would accept the dec ision cheer�
ful ly and without question. - . \  �� j ���v,

. fn con©lus ion le t me say again that I appreciat e the 
humanitarian sentiments which impelled you to write  —— the 
pehtlifteh%s: that -have {brought||your committee t  ogether. Also 
that fund,amen tall y there is no real difference o f opihfpn be�
tween us and that we are both guided by a desire to  do for 
these people those things which are consistent with  the secur�
ity- of our nation. îhe onlfr ̂ differenoe between u s, as X view 
the situation, is that you do not believe the eleme nts of 
d&nger'gin this group are as serious as �� do, and that you 
base your opinion, as to the danger involved, upon the opinions 
of the workers in the War Relocation Authority. Whi le I base 
mine upon army and navy officials, members of the f .B.I, and 
other law enforcement officers as wehl as upon the opinion of 
the Commanding General for this area*
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*

You may be sure that so far as is consistent 
with this belief on my part, I Fill do everything p ossible 
to protect the lives and property of these people a s X
would all other citizens of ou£ country* It was in this 
�pirit'';>that.̂  said at OolumbuSy Ohio that X was n ot malcih^Bf 
an appeal to race hatred, but rather an appeal for nationalHifi
Security • ill jL, §1 f l||}$ '--iilSti .¡jSK;' ^  ¡{P/fy  *■

. rruGiin . uhat you "*ill convey these' views to t he 
members of your COiMsittee; and^ith best wishes, X am

l ' . ...'.Bin op rely

#tsigned) .$krr/IaxxenB|



Confidential

Comments on July 16 letter

Para* 3 which begins "I believe these visas.»«"

Objections to the procedure were voiced in the sane forum in which  
Mr. W. expressed his views, viz* the Tolan Coranittee of the House of  
Representatives. They were published in the same series of Hearings.
Among notable objectors see representatives of Natio nal Security and  
Fair Play Committee and Congress of Industrial Organizati ons. See  
especially pages 11183 ff., 11199, 11240 et al.

Some of"the ftetails" of Pearl Harbor have been "di mmed by the passing  
of time«* Others have been clarified, even reversed completely  as to  
our notions of significant fact* These havelbeen publ ished in official  
statements, and carried in national magazines. The repor t on the Naval  
Intelligence Officer in Harpers last October, and the exp erience of  
the Aimy in Hawaii seem worth ireview.

Para* which begins "On the other hand..."
Not clear what "the same smugness that brought about t he laxity  
ending in the disaster at Pearl Harbor" has to do, logically, with  
the conclusion of this paragraph. Did the American-born J  a panes e  
take advantage of "smugness" to bring about Pearl Harbor ? Of course  
no one wants to change a Pearl Harbor here, but the argument  seems to  
have substantial elements of Irrelevance.

Para. 4 which begins "I cannot help bel ieving.. •"
Mr. W. needs some clarification of the position of the Committee, evidently.

Para. 5. M n i n w  which begins "In this country.
Of course damage by a potential sabateur to an areoplane factory in  
Kansas City is as destructive and as "great a disast er as similar sabotage"  
in Burbank. But what supports the conclusion of the  ̂sentence in the  

\fi nal^paragraph? DoeanH this paragraph beg the~quest lon?

Para. 6 which begins "As I view the situation..."
This paragraph contains a conclusion arrived at by Mr. W . concerning the  
position of the Committee on A.P. &  F.P. that la based on  a complete  
non aequitur fallacy.

Para. 7 which begins "There is an old saying..."
The failure of analogy between the saying about the cake a nd "the situation  
in which we find ourselves now" seems clear enough. The issue is state d as  
one of black and white, of "safety of our country" vs. "principl e of law."  
Does the Supreme Court so view it? Isliit 1* more lik ely that the Court  
sees the issue as a blhince bettneen the rights bf citiz enship to protection  
fran interference, and the r i # t  of the canmunity to interfere  in proportion  
to the jeopardy of the "safety of 1he country?" From whic h it seems  
to follow, and press acounta of the Supreme Court decision suggest this,  
that the balance between the safety of the country a nd the rights of  
citizenship txm  to freedom from interference is one to be reassessed  on  
the basis of new knowledge and changing situations, fre quently if not  
continually. I am not a lawyer and may have misinterpreted, but I doubt it.
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Para* 8« which begins "Lieutenant General DeWitt*••"
There is not the slightest criticism #f General DeWitt  in pointing  
out that Mr* W*s conclusion is completely unsupported by his premise»  
aid his argument is what is known as a non aequitur*

Para* 9 which begins "Reduced to simplest terms*
Why should not Mr* W. have asked» at conclusion of his paragraph»
"Who» I ask you» could tell the difference between a loyal G eman-  
American (Italian-Amarican, Chinese American, et al.^ot forgetting  
British if recent newspaper reports are to be believed) on o ur  
coast line and a sabateur?" Mr. W*s argument seems to p rove too much*

Para* 10* which begins "Some months ago**."
There seems to be a convenient slurring of seme facts here» and  ignoring  
of some others» as well as the slurring of a profession*

Para* 11 which begins "As a matter of plain» simple fact***"
This argument is based upon introspection* That method  of arriving  
at conclusions is not without value» but wouldn*t it be safer to  
use more objective methods of arriving at them? The N aval Intelligence  
Officer who made the study published in Harpers used observation.  
and arrived at a different conclusion from the one Mr* lit* arrives at  
by use of introspection*

Para 12 which begins "In conclusion let me say.**"
Of course there is a real difference of opinion betw een the Committee  
and Mr* W*, and the opinion of the Committee has been in correctly  
perceived and stated by Mr* W* Furthermore Mr. W's ali gnment of  
authorities on one side and the other contains some elements that  
to say the least are of doubtful validity* Is Mr* W* real ly well-  
informed on this subject?

Para* 13» which begins "You may be sure***"
Without altering Mr* W's position as quoted» it might he  pointed out  
to him that he could give force to the assertion in the first s entence  
of his paragraph if he would state publicly» for example» that  
ujipon conclusion of hostilities he will "do everyth ing possible to  
protect the lives and property of these people" within the jurisdiction  
of his authority in California*

NB Error made in numbering of paragraphs above* 12 & 13 above  should be  
14 & 15

Para* 12 corrected, which begins "I have no doubt*
Before the Tolan Committee religious persons expressed  confidence  
that they could "tell who are loyal and who are disloyal in ma ny  
cases; most eases, I believe." p* 11210* The Department of Just ice  
has regular procedures for doing this very thing, for J apanese as  
well as others, and has acted upon hundreds, perhaps thousands of  
cases* The Army seems able to make this distinction, also* The  
last sentence of Mr* W fs paragraph seems plainly not in acco rd with  
well-known facts*

Para* 3 which begins "Frankly, as a citizen**•"
Of course Mr* W* must choose his position* Irrespective of its wisdom  
or unwisdem, it is interesting to note that he is willing to  
accept "cheerfully and without question" the decision  of the  
Commanding General or the F.B.I* Well, too many things might be  
said in comment on that to set them down here*
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rorora ‘le arl arren 
Governor of California 
f.ucrame nto, C a � �f or nI a

Fear laris

I t\ri very grateful for your letter of 
July 16; it «»as good of you to take the time to set 
forth your views so fully and I an happy to � iave boon • 
able to convey them to some of the members of this 
Coralttee. The multiplicity of demands upon my time  
is responsible for my delay in,replying, which I ho pe 
you will forgive;,

I hope also, that you will give the whole 
subject further thought and study, for while - as y ou 
say in your lotter - we are both earnest!?] desirou s of 
serving our Country1s best interests, there is a ve ry > 
fundamental difference in our respective approaches  to 
this problem*

At the outset I should say that while T am 
interested, as you are* in movements primarily huma ni�
tarian, my interest in this Committee does not spri ng 
from that motive at all, nor even from a personal i nterest 
in persons of Japanese ancestry, tho I have many fr iends 
among them, it springs from a lively Interest In a 
fundamental principle I. regard as the moat importa nt of 
all American principles, the protection of minority  
groups# It is probable that my interest in that pri n�
ciple is primarily selfish, since I myself belong t o 
minority groups in respect of ancestry, economic st ation, 
religious denomination, and {for the present only, I 
hope l) political party* ! am persuaded that this C om�
mittee Is thoroughly sound when it says: “Attacks u pon 
the rights of any minority tend to undermine the ri ghts 
of the majority � �

At the moment, as an American, T am particularly 
Interested in the question of minorities discrimina ted 
against on the, basis of ancestry, since that Was t he basis 
of H3tier*s rise to cower, upon the hypothesis! tha t



■’superior” and "inferior" qualities in human being s are de�
termined by Inheritance alone, without regard to en vironmental 
factors, rests the whole structure of Rasi justific ation for 
ruling the world and rationalising the enslavement of all 
non-"Aryan” persons* Scientific men appear to agree  that 
inheritance of certain mental and physical wcharacters” is 
a condition precedent to the development, through e nvironment, 
of various attainments, but they admit no selection  of those 
’‘characters” on the basis of tHbloodn or "race”, o r even that 
such a thing as "race” exists in the wor̂ d In a sufficiently 
pure form to Justify any sub-classification for bio logical 
purposes of the genus ’’homo, sapiens” (which latte r, as to 
many individuals, is doubtless a misnomer}*

Hex»©, then, is a fundamental difference of  
point of view in the Japanese question. You believe th at  
persons of Japanese ancestry are, for that reason, ’’pote ntial  
saboteurs” ; that Mthey cannot safely be released anyw here” ;  
and that *Japanese, wherever born, are indoctrinated wit h tho  
ambitions of the Japanese Empire.” You express confide nce  
In the judgment of General Be Witt, who, as you undoubtedly  
know, was reported by the Associated Press as having tes tified  
before the House laval Affairs subcommittee* "It makes n o  
difference whether the Japanese is theoretically a ci tizen -  
he is still a Japanese. Giving him a scrap of paner won't  
change him. I don't care what they do with the Japs as lon g  
as they don't send them back here. A Jap is a Jap.”

I, on the other hand, believe that a person la  
either loyal to our country or not, as the case may be, e n�
tirely regardless of the blood or the mixture of bl oods that  
flows in his veins. It may be, as you say, that "soci al  
workers” and "experimenters” think so too, but in this mat ter  
they have not influenced my judgment at all. When T caxm ot  
know all the facts of my own knowledge, I prefer to depe nd on  
those whose experience leads me to believe that they are quail  
fled to express an Informed opinion, tn this matter, I would  
disqualify General re • itt because of his obvious rac e pre�
judice as revealed in the testimony above quoted, hut I w ould  
be guided by such as the following*

Col. Kendall J. Fielder, Chief of military Intelligenc e,  
Hawaiian Dept.: ttHow differently à Himmler or a Rosenber g  
would have handled this delicate situation. Woos any  one for  
& moment believe that any of the axis crowd would gi ve one of  
enemy race a fair chance to prove hii self? Yet tha t's what  
was done in Hawaii - end so far it has proved milita rily sound  
That the situation Is working out well is a tribute not only  
to wise administration, but to tolerance on the part o f the  
rest of our good Americans here. * * * For the Inform ation of  
aïÏ who might b© rafsle’d j" “there is none among u s who has been



lee' into this policy out of & mawkish sentimentality or  
gullibility# To us* 'Japan and her people are a race oT  
stubborn* hardy* despicable warrior zealots* who wo uld stop •  
at nothin*.” to snuff .out our lives and our way of life. Her  
army end navy must definitely be crushed* The question of  
Americans of Japanese blood is far different* They are  
Americans - and 'until’ theyprove (c^'Hiow" tEems el ves dangor-  
ousl'y capable of proving.) traitorous* they should  bo t re a tod  
a a Anaer loans �  (Address, larch 1943 - uncle r scoring mine � �

J* Edgar Hoover* Director. F. � * .1*s • w,.ve have had practically 
no""tVogcla’ wl.IE: fch© Japanese In Hawaii# I made  the statement 
before* that there has been no sabotage or espionag e committed 
in Hawaii* subsequent to Pearl Harbor. There was es pionage 
committed prior to Pearl Harbor* but not.by the Jap anese popu�
lation as suck* but by espionage agent3 and consula r agents 
of the Japanese Government : x  T h e  action taken and the 
prompt maimer in which it was. taken* took out of c irculation 
those individuals who might have been the nucleus o f any 
espionage or sabotage rings of either Japanese* Ber mans, or 
Italians in the United States � � � (Testimony before House 
Appropriations Committee)

Hon* Henry L. stimson, Secretary of wars *lfc is th e inherent 
rigHF'oT’e?^y”TiJthT'ul citizen* regardless of ance stry» to 
bear anna in the Nation*s battle* When obstacles to  the free 
expression of that right are imposed by emergency c onsider©*» 
tlons* those barriers should be removed as s o o n  as humanly 
possible.- (Statement announcing formation of a com bat unit 
of Americans of Japanese descent* -January 31* 1943)

Hon* Joseph. 0» Grew* former ambassador to Japan? K There are 
s a r o n g  Americans of Japanese race as fine people individu ally 
as you can find.anywhere* and many of them arc- pec uliarly 
anxious to repay Americans for freedom by making es pecially 
arduous efforts in the prosecution of the war* I we lcome the 
policies of our government* which are designed to r elieve the 
Nisei of discriminatory restrictions as rapidly and  fairly us 
possible* and T applaud the action of the Army-In' setting uo 
facilities whereby these Americans will be able to show the 
world what they are able to do#** (Address* April 2 6* 1943)

Col* f# ?* Scobey, Executive Officer* Office of Ass istant 
Secretary oFlvar* "The war Department has faith in the loyal 
Japanese Americans • n

General re log 0* Emmons* Commander Hawaiian Dept#*  f,'f;hough 
Hawaiians~EFTTapane so Ancestry have responded to t he call for 
volunteers to form a combat team of approximately �� ���  men*
* # The response to the call was highly gratifying.  •» % : - %  
believe they will make a splendid record ���
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the part of .Caucasian officers of our own armed fo rces, and 
on the part of Caucasian civilians in Important pos itions who 
had “race prejudice in reverse,5' by which X mean t hat their 
lifetime contact with persons of Japanese ancestry in Hawaii 
had blinded them to the distinction between these 1  mericans 
and the Japanese people of the homeland# They just didn’t 
think the Japanese Government would be capable of s uch a deed 
as '¿‘earl harbor* I came back on SS “burlinc" with  a friend 
of thirty years standing, a vice president of one o f the load�
ing banks in Honolulu, who didn’t believe it even w hen we got 
the news from the lips of the shipJ @ captain that Sunday mopp�
ing (having sailed at noon the Friday before)* Ho m aintained 
absolutely that “there must be same mistake « It ju st Ism* t 
possible* •* As the radio was Immediately closed do wn, ho 
arrived at Son Francisco still unconv.iyj.eed until  after landing* 
Be had “race prejudice in reverse“ - he attributed to the 
Japanese Government the good qualities of the Ameri cans of 
Japanese ancestry he know so well - just as your go od self and 
General He itfc, in the .reverse direction, attribu te to the 
Americans of Japanese ancestry you apparently don’t  know so 
well, the bad qualities of tho Japanese Government*

The prejudj.ee is wrong in either direction, 
simply because the “blood“ has nothing to do with i t at all*
If it G:U p and if you were consistent, you would certainly 
strongly advocate the isolation for tho duration of  all per�
sons of Goman ancestry* They are German citizens, a ccording 
to the home government* They have been subjected to  attempts 
at int: oc t r ina t i on ever since Bismarck’s tim e j you need only 
know what has gone on in Milwaukee, Cincinnati, etc *, to know 
this* Bad tho it is, there is nothing in Japan’s re cord to 
equal Germany’s* Japan has only become an aggressor  and a 
violator of accepted standards of conduct in the last half- 
century; whereas Germany has been at it since Homan  times or 
earlier* -earl Harbor hurts because it happened to us; how 
about Poland, Bussla (attacked In the face of a tre aty of 
friendship and mutual protection;; czecho-Movakla, Belgium, 
Holland, Denmark, Norway, and tho rest? The executi on of some 
American fliers hurts; how about tho execution of t ho Inno�
cent copulation of the entire village of Lidice in Czecho�
slovakia? Since Bism&rek’a day the German national anthem 
was :ffeutschltmd tlbor Alies” (Germany ever all th e World)*
If blood ��%%��� persons of German ancestry are far more 
dangerous than those of Japanese ancestry* You can “spot“ 
the latter, not the former* Indoctrination, and sym pathy with 
the ideala of the land of their ancestors, is shewn  by the 
record to have been much more effective with those of Gorman 
blood then those of Japanese* Nob one attempt at sa botage 
has so £ar been charged to any American of Japanese  ancestry; 
but. there have been many charges, and convictions,  in. the case 
of Americans of German ancestry* This in spite of t he fact
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And now X wish to answer sr/oCif i e oo Í a - - •

.It is not true that there was no tí  rot 
the inept and untoerican handling of this situation  
Do Witt• A predecessor of this' committee objected?
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long those present when a sub-committee

at
fi-erer?

rna
.led on the

pursuant to appointment but ho being ’bus:-; on oth er matters, 
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hat of a General who has »self a dr«! it a that lie be
"a Jap is a Jap, or* that of a General who. has succes 
dealt with an even keener problem a.iong iliisrioah  lir e 
of the intelligence officer of hia department$ and Oh 
the foots themselves, 1, e* the total absence of sa bo 
attempted sabotage on t|ie part of any American of j&p 
ancestry or* even alien of Japanese ancestry except  fch 
agents of the Japanese Government to which yr# 8 “cover 
in ti'-i s batoment I quoted above •
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Your analogy of the 
born in Japan with t]:e persons of 
/.Lterica omits on important fu&daxce 
ponds on purpose and attitude*- In 
of the' world come to America to ���� �

its freedoms and its -institutions; 
opportunities they' know from experience they wot  
at home* It is their purpose to become toerle
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� � � � �  attitude to cut the cord that binds them to their ko:.~e~ 
land* This« they recognise, is the land of opportun ity* hero 
Is the Ir fai rare �&�(#� their children*s future* fly own parents 
left Ienmark for exactly that purpose and with exac tly that 
attitude* and I person ally know many, many Japanes e vrhoso 
narents loft Japan for exactly that, msrpoae end wi th exactly 
that attitude* I do not feapoen, .despite s wld© ac qubas ice* , 
to know a single one whoso parents came here ’ was agents of'

i & & &  there were acs-soj as ' here are �Q.ru 
is * agents of G e r s a a n y * T h e  ra&scn • •be»*
'a overcrowded ?,h&ve-nofc* countries of law 
to America where *everyone is rich0 (as 
for instance} aro not so complicated and, 
suspicious would have, us believe# 
�  that induced dur ancestors to come to- 
sauted freedom and opportunity; they ha# 
an-;* leave the homelandj and whom uhay rot
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elsewhere; they seldom - ����  at home" any who re �� ���  and you  
are probably right in most c &s o q , they are Americans still*  
V/hat a splendid tribute to the superiority of ,our co untry  
ami our institutions � I t ’s a one way street-j it doasnfVgo  
both ways•

ho, 1 am not under the Influence- of humanitar�
ians # social workers or experimenters* But I arc n ot gullible  
enough to believe biased testimony} not swayed by e motion  
enough to lose sight of fundamentals; and not willing  to  
approve a wrong*act lust because i t ’s irreversible f or* the  
present.

It is exceedingly difficult to cover so complex  
a subject by correspondence. The members of the Committee 
feel that the attitude of the Chief executive of our State  
cn this fundamental question will have an important  bearing 
o n  the future solution of the problem that has been c reated 
by the indiscriminate evacuation. Many of na are co nvinced 
that there lies for you in the future an opportunit y to serve 
our country on a much wider plane, in which case yo ur atti�
tude may have an important bearing on such proposal s as that 
of depriving persons of Japanese ancestry of citize nship} 
deporting them} etc., etc., which in turn of course  will bo 
followed by like proposals to deport persons of oth er racial 
descents at future times when w© happen to bo at wa r with 
their ancestral countries. ' Once the' Jlasi princi ple that 
"blood counts” is admitted, there can be no logical end to 
the deportation of persons cf differing racial stoc ks until 
all except the Indians shall have gone* in the evol ution of 
time we shall probably be at war with many other na tions,
Just as we are now at war with Italy and japan which wo re  
our Allies only 25 years ago. If we exclude Caucasians  from  
our future deportations, we»still have the chiness, deg rees,  
Filipinos, Malays, Bast Indians, Esquimaux, and man y other  
so-called fr non-ass ini liable n persons to deal with. It is an  
endless problem*

Therefore, some time at your convenience, we 
would like very much to have an opportunity to sit down w ith 
you and talk this whole question over. It cannot be but 
that a frank discussion of this important question wcvlc be 
helpful. If our point cf view la wrong wo certainly want to 
knew it} and �� know you well enough to know that if \-x can 
convince you that your point of view may in some respects he 
wrong, you will bo the first to admit It. bill you be good



enough to lot ros know when auch & confer eneo In t he San 
Francisco Ba.f area »onici b© conTenlent to yon? ,7  will under�
take to make the arrangements •

71 fch kind©at personal regards, I am

Sincerely j oiivb ,

Alfred J* Lundberg,
-•« §g Box 58,

> o klanß 4 # Ca .11 fo rn =  a .


