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OfgB BT Qg^ATTITUIES PRIOR TO THE FARM ACCIIEMT

The tra n s fe re e s  on whose sta tem en ts the fo llow ing  a n a ly s is  

o f p re-fa rm  acc id en t a t t i tu d e s  i s  based d id  n o t, f or  the  most 

p a r t ,  take an a c tiv e  p a r t  in  the a c t i v i t i e s  o f the p ressu re  

group* About h a l f  o f  them were o f n e u tra l  c o n v ic t ion s , sympa�

th iz in g  w ith  the resen tm ents o f  the  peop le , suppo rting  some o f 

the sta tem en ts o f th e  p ressu re  group and c r i t i c i z ing  o thers*

Two were a c tiv e  su p p o rte rs  and one an ac tiv e  opponent* Three 

o th e rs , w hile n o t 11 a g i ta to r s ” were d e f in i te ly  sympathetic* WESKP

wmm l& li came from, G i la /  v+ j a j TU » p j _
Q / f \ \ } l  * fc , --»■

By the g en e ra lly  acoepted i r re v o c a b i l i t y  o f the a c t o f

seg reg a tio n  as fo rc e fu l ly  s t r e s s e d  by the WRA A dm inis tra tion ,

those persons who oame to  Tule Lake were s tro n g ly  im pressed ?

w ith  the f a c t  t h a t  they had made a d ec is io n  which would be
CL

extrem ely  d i f f i c u l t  i f  n o t im possib le to  re t ra c t*  It  i s  impos�

s ib le  to  es tim a te  what p ro p o rtio n  o f  the t ra n s fe re es  from o th e r  

c e n te rs  had d e f in i te ly  made up th e i r  minds to  re tu rn  to  Japan
it .

re g a rd le ss  o f  the outcome o f the war* I t  i s  In d isp utab le  th a t
I p g| i | n f*

some were s t i l l  undecided, hav ing oome to  Tule Lake to  escape 

m i l i ta ry  se rv ice  o r  because they  were alarmed by the in c re a s in g  

WRA p ressu re  toward re lo c a tio n *  However, the e n th u sia sm /a n d  

the m i l i ta n t  a t t i tu d e  of, th a t  p ro p o rtio n  o f th e  t ra n s fe re e s  who 

had f u l l y  made up th e i r  minds to  re tu rn  to  Japan was so over- 

whelming, th a t  in d iv id u a l^  who I had o th e r m otives were fo rced  

e i th e r  to  dissem ble and p ro fe ss  s im i la r  a t t i tu d e s  or s u f fe r  

so c ia l  ostrac ism * Very few took the l a t t e r  course*

The o v e r t s tep  o f seg reg a tio n  gave s in ce re  In d iv id ua ls  

a pow erful co n v ic tio n  o f  s e l f - r e s p e c t  and morale* It  was perhaps
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th e i r  f i r s t  m ajor opp o rtu n ity  to ^§ain  s e l f - r e s p e c t  since the 

I n i t i a t i o n  o f  evacuation*  They had done w ith  sh i l ly-s h a l ly in g *  

They had made th e i r  f i n a l  d e c is io n  and ir re v o ca b ly  turned  from 

Amerloa to  Japan* To them, Tule Lake o f fe re d  an o p po rtun ity  

f o r  a new e x is te n c e , a p lace where they  m ight p repare  them selves 

f o r  l i f e  in  Japan, a p lace where they m ight l i v e  w ith  in d iv id u a ls  

o f  l ik e  op in ion  and be r i d  o f the company o f the in de c is iv e  

fence s i t t e r s ,  th e  k o o m o r^ b a ta ^  n e i th e r  f le s h  no r fow l, who 

cou ld  no t make up th e i r  minds to  support e i th e r  the U nited S ta te s  

o r Japan and who made up a la rg e  p ro p o rtio n  o f the ind iv id u a ls  

who rem ained in  the re lo c a t io n  c e n te rs  a f te r  the f ir s t  eg ress 

o f the n ise i*  Ho lo n g e r, they were su re , would they be angered 

and annoyed by the presence o f the ln u . the s to o l-pig eo n s who 

ran  t a t t l i n g  to  th e  A dm in istration*  In s te a d , they  an t ic ip a te d  

a camp where a l l  the people would be o f one mind* I t  is  under�

standab le  th a t  in  the face o f t h i s  v igo rous and i d ea l i s t i c  

a t t i t u d e ,  persons who had rese rv ed  th e i r  f i n a l  d e c is io n  main�

ta in ed  a p o l i t i c  s ilence*

A g en tle  k ib e l g i r l  sa id :

"A ll during  the t r i p  a l l  the people coming from G ila  -  
a l l  they ta lk e d  about was how th in g s  were going to  be in  Tule 
Lake* There wouldn’ t  be any more ln u a ; no more Xes-Yes« They 
were so g lad  when they  saw the camp« The people came here with  
such h igh  hopes and they  go t so l i t t l e  * * *

"When we saw the camp th e re  was a bunch o f boys on a 
p o ta to  truck« They po in ted*  ’T h a t’ s T u le , ’ they said* When 
I  saw i t  te a rs  came to  my eyes* I t  was the f i r s t  s tep  tow ards 
Japan and George (h e r husband whom she hoped to  jo in  in  Tule) 
would be here and every th ing*  I  r e a l l y  thought th i s camp was 
going to  be much d i f f e re n t  than G ila* "1

Another k ib e l woman o f very m i l i ta n t  mind w ro te:

^R. Bankev. N otes« Ju ly  19* 1944* p* 3*
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"We came to  Tule Lake w ith  g re a t  ex p e c ta tio n  and h igh  hopes 
to  be ab le to  Jo in  our fe llo w  Japanese su b je c ts  whose ideas 
and fu tu re  though ts . D esire to  re tu rn  to  our mother coun try  
a t  h e r em ergencies and to  serve h e r were the main purpose in  
seek ing r e p a t r ia t io n  and e x p a tr ia t io n .

A n is e i  g i r l  sa id !

"At the re lo c a t io n  camp th e re  were so many th a t  were lo y al 
to  America. We f e l t  people w ith  the same k ind  o f  mind (persons 
who were a l l  o f  one mind) would be assembled h e r e .*2

I t  was now p o ss ib le , and in  f a c t ,  o b l ig a to ry , to

exp ress lo y a l ty  to  Japan. The ex p ress io n  o f  such sen tim ents 

would no lo n g er be fo llow ed by in c a rc e ra t io n  in  Leupp o r Santa F e. 

A tt i tu d e s  l i k e  the fo llow ing  were no doubt common to  many seg*egees.

From an ex -S an t a Fe in te rn e e :

"We came here fo r  the purpose o f r e p a t r ia t io n  so th a t  we 
w i l l  be on the p r io r i t y  l i s t  to  be seg regated  to  Japan. We 
may change our f e e l in g  a f te r  the war, b u t f o r ■ th e  time be ing , 
we must re ly  on the Emperor o r Japan, n o t/o n  the U nited S tates 
government.

"Our lo y a l ty  i s  to  Japan. N a tu ra l ly  we are very  e a rn e s t 
about i t .  Some Japanese say they are s t i l l  lo y a l to the U nited 
S ta te s , b u t I  don*t b e liev e  i t . "3

From an o ld e r  n is e i :

U

"We who were seg regated  as un loya l must be considered  
h e a r t  and soul Japanese and fo r  Ja p a n ."4

In  som a/ind iv idua ls th i s  a t t i tu d e  was c a r r ie d  s o / far  th a t  

i t  le d  to /a  n o tic ea b le  abho rran /e  f o r  a l l  t h i r f s  thought to A e

American and an Id e a l iz a t io n  d t a l l  th ir^ s r  thoughj  bo b e /  

Japanese. On a / r iv in g  in  Ta Le Lake, w m j n is e i /a n d  k ljfe i made

a conscious attem pt to  tw n  th e i r  minds from /A m erican ways cf
/  /  /  /  /  /

th in k in g  and a c t in g  to  Japanese/w ays o f th ipk ing^and a c t in g ."

* l b ld . . Ju ly  18, p . 2 .
2lb ld . . Ju ly  19, p . 4 .
3l b l d , . May 21, p . 1 .
4«From a MS prepared  by JYK, p . 7 .
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in some ind iv idua ls  th is  a t t i t u d e  led to an abhorrence of a l l  th ings 

thought to be American and an i d e a l i z a t i o n  of a n  things thought to be 

Japanese.  On arr iv ing at Tule lake many n i s e i  and kibe i  made a conscious 

a ttem.pt to turn the i r  minds from " A f r i c a n  ways of thinking and ac t ing  to 

Japanese ways of thinking and act ing *”

¿ / R .  Hankey, Notes , S ep t .  11, 1944 pn. 
* /  i b i d . ,  Sep tTTTTp .  �.
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In d iv id u a ls  were a f fe c te d  in  vary ing  degrees* Some, w hile
jósuX tJL<uCv o - A T *  /Oiu -M-tf tr<*

complying o u tw ard ly ,/wwwn MAu l i.p * iftfriiMuil: some embraced th is

a t t i tu d e  w ith  s te rn  e a rn e s tn e ss ; in  sòme i t  grew to fanatic ism *

Outward ex p ress io n  o f th i s  a t t i tu d e  m an ifested  i t s el f  on many

minor occasions* U s e !  so c ia l  dances were broken up by k lb e l
<pt

dem onstrations* American movies was frowned upon*

I f  any person were courageous o r rash  enough to  speak fav o rab ly

o f a custom o r id e a l  considered  American, he would in e v ita b ly

in v i te  c r i t i c is m  and perhaps p h y s ica l v io len ce . Three men made

the fo llow ing  in te re s t in g  re v e la t io n s  o f th e i r  consciousness

o f th is  psycho log ica l change in  themselves*

A younger Americanized i s s e l  sa ld i

P rev ious to  seg reg a tio n  I  f e l t  l ik e  an American and ac ted  
l ik e  an American* A fte r  seg reg a tio n  I  cou ld  no t he lp  myself*
In  ev e ry th in g , I  began to  th in k  and a c t l ik e  a Japanese. I 
was working on In te rn a l  S ecu r ity  then and had always g o tten  
a long w ith the Caucasians* But my mind was ju s t  tu rned  around* 
The A dm in is tra tion  J u s t couldn* t  understand  me and l o s t  c o n f i�
dence in  me* 3»

A Young k ib e l sa id ;

WI  was educated in  Japan bu t was in  the U. S. Army at  the 
ou tbreak  o f the w ar. I  was d ism issed and am g la d . I know I*m 
going to  have a tough tim e in  Japan because I  have so many 
dem ocratic ideas*  But I  expect i t  and am w i l l  ing  to  take i t .
I  know th a t  the Japanese government i s  going to  watch me and 
the o th e r  n i s e i ,  perhaps f o r  y e a rs , bu t they have to  do th a t .
The n is e i  who re tu rn  to  Japan are  s t i l l  going to  ho ld  American
id eas and must be w atched ."2

Another k ib e is

*But i f  I*m going to be a Japanese I*m going to  be pure 
Japanese and not American a t  a l l .  I  d ic in 't  used to be l ik e  t h i s .  
But now I  ju s t  see th is  camp from the Japanese p o in t o f view
o n ly . As a Japanese, I  go t to  do i t  th is  w ay.wo

*R. Hankey, N otes. May 23, p . 6 . 
2i b l d *. May 28, p . 5*

Slb ld . . May 18, p . 3 .
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The non-^ea l i z g t  ion of t h i s  Ufeop^n dream was probably the oMpf 

tïïe le a deft- s Whoméimmmà\ h air HiV t he soc io log isa 1

exp los ion  of la te October and November of 1943. There were other very 

important resentments sfeafcs&dfcy

8n*m*teiQft«nn» h® trusts pptidmfiowvM mdmametffifcfoa m rihxfch mxmmthx of mi tea m*duih&itefaxa*dis«»i 

Kiiimitogmir.myxttxr^mifeiimMOKy^axidxwacmle^mxiiaiBafcxsiaDitrx: «MiwfcBf lMbsmàilbcflDç'imibox  

XM&fa  having to do w i th  the in fe r io r  f a c i l i t  ie s* of Tule lake when oompard 

to the Re locat ion  Centers which were shared i»j�xhx*i»aftan to some extent

by t r a n s f e r e e s  and Muinxrt  o ld  r e s i d e n t s  of Tule Lake. These g r ievanoes of 

a more n r n H . . l  m h , . .  l  _more p r a c t i c a l  nature were takjr up and use 

the pressure group: but the emotional compulsion whioh led foe n to s tep 

f o r t h ,  brave the wrath of the Administrat ion and the Army and suf fe r 

imprisonment in the stockade sxxxnx was furn ished by the phyeh o log ics  i 

need to be reoognized as Japanese, to be d is t ingu ished  once and for  a l l  fr<jn 

‘ th® fence - s i t t e r  s and be r id  of their  presence in camp. This des ire for

un i fo rm s t a t u s  headed the l i s t  of  the p ressure groupSs demands to  X m m a x t* 

the A d m in i s t r a t i o n .

*taakTOildroHni*mte«ixd®a]gmx̂
Though th is  sentiment was probably f e l t  in some degree 

itoxwiaffixpKnOsmbiiymieuilaxfcffinasDmaxrii! &n&fa xfc» *mr.cix<i*nnn«i by most of the x*gxx

t r a n s fe r e e s ,  i t  should not be imagined that i t  was unanimous. To many of li

the old Tule a ns it^had rfi  s ign i f ioanoe at a l l .  mma i t  was the most

v igorous,  most deep ly  f e l t  and, emot iona l ly ,  the most s ig n i f i c a n t  of the

complex, o f  a t t i t u d es  held by the members of the pressure group/and Kvdmh**

undoub ted ly ,  one of the s t r o n g e s t  c o n t r i b u t i n g  f a c to r s  to the support t h i s

group received from the t r a n s fe rees .



DISILLUSIONMENT OP THE IIEALIST8 -  GROWTH OF HOSTILITY TOWARD OLD

TULE LAKE POPULATION

Those o f the tra n s fe re e s  who had hoped to  e s ta b l i s h and 

become p a r t  o f a genuine seg reg a tio n  C enter soon were bi t t e r l y  

d isappo in ted»  The o ld  p o p u la tio n  o f Tule Lake d id  n o t respond 

a t  a l l  to  the c rusad ing  s p i r i t  o f  the new-comers* To beg in  

w ith* alm ost o n e - f I f  th  o f the po p u la tio n  o f o ld  Tule Lake 

re fu sed  to  answer the q u estio n n a ire  a t  the time o f r e g is t ra t io n *  

According to  a s t a t i s t i c a l  survey made December 3 , 1943 th e re  

were s t i l l  1128 u n au tho rised  re s id e n ts ^  There i s  evidence th a t  

these perso n s, who had managed to  convince the WRA h ea r in g  com�

m itte e s  th a t  they were " d is lo y a l ” to  th© U nited S tate s , d id  

no t a t  f i r s t  a ttem pt to  conceal th e i r  p ra c t ic a l  m otives f o r

remarked to  the new-cosiers th a t  they had stayed  in Tule to  

aw ait the end o f the war befo re  dec id ing  where they w ished to

l iv e  o r ,to g e t ou t o f the d r a f t  they were met wlthyyamazement 

whiciy^quimMqr developed in to  h o s t i l i t y *  The number of o ld  

Tulea&s who a c tu a l ly  were undecided as to  lo y a l ty  or were n e i �

th e r  No-No, r e p a t r ia te  o r e x p a tr ia te  was g re a t ly  exaggerated  

by the tra n s fe re e s*  Some t r a n s f e r e e s t conceived and spread  the 

Idea th a t  th© o ld  Tulsans we re rsp E S  le a  sly th a t they  were w i l l in g  

to  take anyth ing from the A dm in is tra tion , th a t  on the whole, 

they d id  no t w ish to re tu rn  to  Japan. C e rta in  t ra n sfe re e s  

decided th a t  WRA had p e rp e tra te d  a d e c e i t f u l  t r i c k , p u tt in g  

them down In  a c e n te r  pu rpo rted  to  b e f o r  segregees only and 

a c tu a l ly  popu la ted  by a la rg e  number o f "Yes-Yes" peop le , s t i l l  

" lo y a l to  the U nited S ta te s * w Gone was the dream tha t^bhere

rem ain ing in  Tule Lake from the t ra n s fe re e s



would be no more c o nf l ic t  o f  op in ion  on " lo y a lty "  no more 

f e n c e - s i t i e r s ,  no more in u .

Many o f the t ra n s fe re e s  and a s t i l l  la rg e r  p a r t  o f  the o ld

Tulean po p u la tio n  were no t a f fe c te d  in  th i s  manner and kept

to  the op in ion  th a t  a f te r  a l l ,  everybody in  Tule Lake should

be t r e a te d  as i f  they  r e a l ly  w ished to  re tu rn  to  Japan. But

c e r ta in  m in o r i t ie s , p a r t i c u la r ly  among the tra n s fe ree s  from

Jerome and Topaz, f e l t  th a t  th e  s i tu a t io n  cou ld  no t be to le ra te d .

How th i s  sentim ent a f fe c te d  the development of the p ressu re

group and the demands made to  th e  A dm in is tra tion  w i ll  be d is -
JLjsQ#*

cussedA in i t s  p roper p la c e .

The fo llow ing  verbatim  sta tem en ts mad© by t ra n s fe ree s  from 

G ila , Jerome, Topaz and Manzanar throw some l i g h t  on the psycho�

lo g ic a l  e f f e o t  o f  the d iscovery  th a t  many o f the  o ld  Tuleans 

d id  not th in k  as they did*

Prom a^k ibe i woman, an ac tiv e  " a g i ta to r "  from Jerome*

"When we le a rn ed  the f a c ts  o f f a i lu r e  on the p a r t  of the 
WKA to  ca rry  ou t th i s  as a seg reg a tio n  c e n te r , th a t many a 
lo y a l ones s t i l l  remained here in  la rg e  numbers and many uncer�
ta in  in  s ta tu s ;  the No-Yes, the Yes-No, the n o n - re gis tra n ts ,  
t h i s ,  the dump, c e r ta in ly  was no p lace f o r  u s . * . .

"To make th is  c e n te r  l iv e a b le  as p o ss ib le  as we have been 
p r lv i l lg e d  in  o th e r  c e n te r , to  a s c e r ta in  a c e r ta in  s ta tu s  as 
a r e p a t r ia te  and e x p a tr ia te  no t to  be d es led  a l ik e  w ith  the 
o th e r  u n c e r ta in  e lem ent. I t  was the fe e l in g  and the op in ion  
o f  the segregees to  form a c e n tra l  committee to  ca rry  ou t these 
above-m entioned f a c ts  f o r  the b e n e f i ts  o f our own and f e l t  i t  
most necessary  to  a s c e r ta in  a c e r ta in  s ta tu s  as we p rev ious 
had expected . . • ,

"What the form er Tuleans o r the u n c e r ta in  ones thought 
a t  th i s  time I  have no id e a , bu t the segregees were al l  f o r  i t . n^

A n is e i  g i r l  from Topaz, too young to take any

p a r t  in  p o l i t i c a l  a c t i v i t y  gave h er re a c t io n  as fo llo w s . Her

Hankey, N otes, Ju ly  18, 1944, pp. 2-3*



remarks on the Co-op are p a r t i c u la r ly  notew orthy , since they  

were shared by many t ra n sfe re e s .

"Another th in g  th a t  s tru ck  us was the g re a t number o f  Yes-Yes 
people and people who hadn* t  r e g is te re d  who were h ere « We had 
expected  Ju s t one group and had axnected  to run  th is  camp as 
we wanted to« W© ftad 'h igh  hopes o f th a t*  « 7 --------- -

Iced the people here were so easy  going and l e t  
p> to  the a d m in is tra t io n , and dicta* t  b o th e r to  put 
{¡points o r anything*

"E sp ec ia lly  about the Co-op* I t  was so d i f f e re n t  from 
the o th e r  Co-ops* We were shocked to  see a l l  the v eg e tab les , 
p o ta to es and lu x u r ie s  l ik e  cosm etics and d e s s e r ts ,  because a t  
Topaz we ju s t  had simple cupcakes and one k ind  o f cooky end 
th in g s l ik e  th a t .  We dicta*t have v a r ie t ie s  th e re  and y e t th a t  
was adequate fo r  us there*

"¿it f i r s t  i t  was so new to  us and so long s ince we had 
gone to  a s to re  th a t  we were glad* But as time went on we 
n o tic e d  th a t  I t  w asn 't so good* ^hafc was one way o f w asting  
our money as w ell as g iv ing  the government an opp o rtu n ity  o f 
no t feed ing  us.**1 

^ l b l d *, Ju ly  18, p* 1t v* * •
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At a later inte rview t h i s 8 same young woman jçftxisxbtoftxfioMo»tai  

«xiptnKBOSBiatnctinHnifulftinr&ng gave t he* fo*ll< w ing apt d esc r ip t ion  of

the segregees ’ f e e l i n g s  toward the Old Tu4€ans. For a l l  i t s  br iefness 

t h i s  is  a shrewd statement anyiMMi *Rqp«»mjcteifflXinB0!X9iimi;ffixtblBKxoa>mx'Banm  

s^teifii«t^n®ferbi5^iWgXmgt«J^^s^mKfW0V^iCt\!er att i^Ede of the more

i d e a l i s t i c  segre gee s

"Mos t of  the f  or me r Tu lea ns who are here ,  they're tbs type that 
are never for any th ing .  They’ re always say ing,  ’ i f  only we would be 

' q u ie t ,  i t  would be a l l  r i g h t .  Why make trouble?* Maybe i t ’ s beoause 
they’ re oountry peop le .  A lo t  of them are Sacramento farmers.

"They’ re always say ing,  ’Before you people came ij: was th is  way 
and that way.* We t ry  to exp la in  to them but they don t»get  i t 
through the i)h heads •" 2 /

A young kibe i  g i r l  from Gil* sa id :

n The re were some fa mi1, ie s 
"We haven’ t decided whether we’ 
boys j u s t  refused to r e g i s t e r . ’ 
stayed here.  The y d  id n’ t want 
for them." 3 /

here -  old Tuleans - who sa id , 
re going back to Japan y e t .  Our ^

X to ld  my pa ren ts ,  ’Gee, they just 
to go o u t . ’ I don’ t have much respect

A young n i s e i  g i r l  from G i la ,  
is ha mjDr* ms na etx rm pxma nwhm

d e f i n i t e l y  not a supporter of

the pressure group, s a i d :

nAt the re loca t ion  camp there were 
America. We f e l t  people with the same 
h e re .  But we found 5,000 Yes-Ye s here . 
thought they should be kicked ou t .  V

so many that were loya l 
kind of mind would be as 

They (the t rans fe rees)

to
se mb led

A young n i s e i  man from who beoame involved in the

pressure group a f t e r  i t  was e s ta b l i s h e d ,  s ta ted :

"That’ s a very important  
were l e f t  here.  Among those 
in ten t ion  of going to Japan, 
camp." J5/

p o in t .  * I think about 7,000 people 
people there i s  quite a number who have 
P oss ib ly  ha l f  of them should go out of

no

i b i d . ,  Aug. 7 , p .  2 . 
V . ,  i b i d TT J u l y  19 , p .  3 . 
4 /  lb i d . ,  p . 4 .
IT/ i b i d .7  J u l y  3 0 , p .  4 .
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An o ld e r  n is e i  from  Manzanar, who, a lthough he d id  not 

a r r iv e  in  camp u n t i l  February , adm itted  th a t  he had come to  

the conc lusion  th a t  th is  a t t i tu d e  was very Im port eh t

11 By g a th e r in g  the news from the peop le , I  th in k  it  amounts 
to  th is *  X presume the people who came here as segregees from 
various c e n te rs  were very much su rp r ise d  to  see the la rg e  amount 
o f  people o f d i f f e re n t  s ta tu s  rem ain ing in  camp. You have to  

' take, in to  co n s id e ra tio n  the fe e l in g  o f  the se g reg e e s .”’1 
I l l  ' ^  K*, an In te rn ee  from Leupp, who a lso  d id  n o t a r r iv e  in

camp u n t i l  a f te r  the ou tb reak  o f tro u b le , wrote such a d e ta i le d ,

honest account o f  h is  f i r s t  re a c t io n  to  the presence o f the

lo y a l group th a t  i t  should  be inc luded  h e re ;

"be t us no t fo rg e t the p o l i t i c a l  s ide  o f th e  question*
We who were segregated  as un loyo l must be considered  h e a r t  and 
soul Japanese and fo r  Japan, Yet amongst us the WRA has p e r�
m itted  the lo y a l group to  remain* For what purpose we do no t 
know u n le ss  th e i r  res idence i s  perm itted  in  o rder to  employ 
them as spies*  T h is i s  one o f  the sore spo ts re q u irin g  immediate 
a tte n t io n *

"The g re a te r  m a jo r ity  of th ese  so -c a l le d  lo y a ls  are not 
t ru ly  p a t r io t ic *  Theyfve d ec la red  them selves lo y a l because of 

� perso n a l reasons; the g re a te s t  of which i s  to  avo id  the
_ ^ o w u iy ip tlon  in to  t he Japanese M il i ta ry  Forces in the even t 

when exchange of p r iso n e rs  o f  war i s  sp eed ily  c a r r ied  o u t.
But should they rem ain in  the U, S. by sw earing a l le g ia n c e , 
they would escape th a t  fe a r  o f be ing  co n sc r ip ted  s ince  th is  
government then was d e fe r r in g  a l l  Japanese n a t io n a ls  to  4C and 
4P. So they d id  and considered  them selves wise and s a fe , 
laugh ing  a t  those who h a s t i l y  renounced th e i r  lo y a lty  to  the 
country  of th e i r  br^Lth* • • ♦

"This NO-YBS-NO group i s  doubly desp ised  by the true  
adheren ts to  Japan and to  th e i r  Emperor* They are ne i th e r  
Americans nor Japanese* They are men w ithout a country .

"Now to  fu r th e r  crowd th is  camp w ith  such o p p o r tu n is ts 
o f NO-YES-HQ, would c re a te  troub le*  T herefore th e i r adm it�
tance here w i l l  be g re a t ly  deplored* l e  do no t want them* 
Those amongst us now ought to  be thrown in to  a camp of th e i r  
own* * * * *

" Is  i t  no t p a lpapié the A dm in is tra tion * *** is making a 
c r i t i c a l  istv take o f grouping people o f c o n t ra -p o l it i c a l  b e l ie f  s

•̂ l b i d *, p . Q*
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here at Tule Take? The demand to re wove the loya ls out of t h i s 
oarrp has on1y heen p a r t i a l l y  met. I hope for the good of a l l 
ooncerned, further augmentation of the loya ls  with the No-Yes-No 
group from various camps w i l l  not be permitted under any ci roumstanoes. 
We do not care to  mingle with  the de ge ne rate s •” l /

At a la te r  da te ,  K. expressed h is  opinion more sp eci f ioa  1 ŷ 

on the old Tuleans.  The accusat ions that the held 2̂ the key 

p o s i t io n s  in employment, that they were given preference in obtaining 

jobs and that they stayed a t  Tule Take to make money were ‘3NMM9& 

kbxixbxi  w ide ly  be l ieved  and repeated,

nThe people from the Sacramento Val ley are s tay ing  here today. 
Perhaps they knew each other so w e l l ,  they d idn ’ t want to be 
par ted ,  . . .  To avoid the trouble of packing and moving to another 
camp and l i v in g  among st rangers aga in .  And those who were doing a 
good business here -  you can’ t blame them. Why not remain here and 
keep on making money? x8i»mKm»ftxfchB!icmK«Bmxpjsi!tfc®i»rfty %KxnulBtmxchsmtiulaX  
mm (J&CC (K. speaks in i rony here,  since he abhors such mot ives . )
Some of them were probably making more money than ever before in 
t h e i r  l i v e s .

“They were holding a l l  the key p o s i t i o n s .  I  was told ( tha t )  
when I arr ived  here.  I not iced  i t  mystf.lf: i f  you t e l l  the placement 
o f f i c e  which center you come from they don’ t pay much a t t e n t i o n .
But i f  you were an Old Tulean, you seemed to get  a job r i g h t  away.
When I to ld  them I was from Teuppe, the g i r l s  in the o f f i c e  made a 
face STT777?*

•«taw mb ay ®x fix nDtmjOMDW mx mxdildmfei mg mi m$ Ddooxfhift&rxx x  
"Al l - the old Tuleans were pu l l ing  for the old Tu leans.  They 

got into the good p os i t ion s  and jus t  s tuck  with i t . The others had

A member of the Negot ia t ing Committee expressed h is d isgust  with

the old inhabitants of Tule Take as fo l l ow s :

H The re were a lso  a lo t  of old Tuleans who stayed here s o le l y  for 
thei r  own good. I admire a person who pledges his loya l ty  to America 
and would show h is  loya l ty  by doing something about i t .

’’Mostof the 'Japanese stayed here because they wanted to get out of 
the d r a f t .  They wanted to  stay here t o o . . . .  Besides many of them 
were making money here,  . . To other ¿enters there i s  not so much money

1 /  JYK, MS, pp. 7 - 9 .
"S’/  R. Hankey, Note s ,Aug. 2 l ,  pp.  1-2 .
S’/  i b i d . ,  Aug. ¿ 3 , p .  2 .

the l e f t  ove rs •” 2 /

Another Ijeuppe ex-4fflternee , a young kibe i  mode the same

a c cu sa t io n :

A23-3 /
”A fe l low  who works at the s t a t i s t i c s  o f f i c e  said that  the old 

Tuleans had a l l  the good j o b s . ” 3 /
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to be made. But to make money in here is  wrong. If  people want to 
make money they should get  out �/

de scr ibed
A conservat ive young n i s e i  t ransferee from Gila the

attt ictude p reva i l ing  among the segregees spon a f ter  the ir ^ar-r iva i /  

and the response of the o ld Tuleans as fo l low s :

" I  n o t i c e d  t h a t  the Tule ijakers were a l l  r e g r e t t i ng  the f a c t  
t h a t  t h i s  has become a seg rega t ion  camp. They s a i d , ’Gee, t h i s  camp 
was such a nice p iece before s e g r e g a t i o n . ’

uWe complained and. they complained. In other words, they thought
segregat ion  wasn’ t as good as i t  should have b e e n /1 2 /

This  re c o g n i t i o n  of fundamenta l  d i f f e r e n c e s  in  aims and 

a t t i t u d e s  between the two groups,  t h e  t r a n s f e r e e s  and the old i n h a b i ta n t  

of Tule Tpke developed soon a f t e r  segregation.Bm&mHifc&mxiwfcmapQiasiFXtasx 

Almost a year l a t e r  the d i f f e r e n c e s  had not been re solved {*Mx*}cwx 

a large amount of the d&s mutual d i s t r u s t  and  h o s t il i t y  con t inued .

When, in June and July  of 1943, the wri ter  attempted to extend her 

c i r c le  of old Tulean acquaintances and informants through her aamfitaxwsx 

t ransferee f r iends  she met with no success whatever.  I don’ t know 

any old Tuleansj” **We don’ t assoc ia te  w ith  them;” 1fW9 don’ t seeeye to 

eye on anything;*1 she was to ld  repea ted ly .  Two i n te l l i g e n t  n is e i 

g i r l s  sa id  with d e l i c a te  scorn:

11 They don*t seem to have much in  common w i th  u s .  Severa l  g i r l s  
work in our o f f i c e ,  but we don ’ t ge t  a l o n g . ” 3 /

J )  U id • I v * *

< JbsdL*/ • 3 a

i h  '1 * 1 / f '  I •
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RESENTMENTS OVER RECEPTION^ AND INFERIOR FA CITIES OF TTJtE LAKE

Some of the resen tm en ts  which w i l l  be descr ibed  in the fo l low ing

s e c t i o n  preceded the r e a l i z a t i o n  th a t  Tule Take was not to fcaxax

*«Mifescifsxra£rn be peopled by a group uniformly loya l to Japan, It has

been t  bought mriflsei$m&DSxewrnx$x preferable^, to describe the $ «a «31 op man**

sfixt^ewniHnMjiRkôrirïxtàûaife xMnx«xnfinfifc»i&ttatoiiMnn»n*x viewpoint of the

f r u s t r a te d  i d e a l i s t s  sep a ra te ly ,  anSiniftKiMmiterrt iMxœïnKmxfcÏBmmmoir.mmmBBdiaini  
* fonts* nt h® and place i t  f i r s t ,  s ince the b i r th  of the co-ncept preceded 
s;x à* mx mamtex to®g* feheusx a rai mfo œx ra m s x mi irÆ m* nu? eoc m* ntf *.x ins ni* rus ra x tÿ x ino m * mx n nd * na

Kfti.BUca'iMcsaEnx the a r r i v a l  o f  the t rans fe rees  at Tule L*ke • ftemssmxs 
Some of the
g&s numerous, more mundane g r ievances  which mw.ll now be descr ibed  

were exper ienced  dur ing the f i r s t  few days of l i f e  a t  Tule l a k e ,

AijaxjytexflàrinX A& the days passed,  new resentments were added,finfo afiWx 

asm rasftxenagdfchxx siaimx n£ nfc h* na ad ns n* bx ni na nx fchftx Sraicaxàiâxfèaeuîtttxfflx 

SimKmxms The i l l  fee l ing f e l t  toward the older inhabitants  of 

Tula Lake was strengthened on th is  score a l s o ,  for the old Tuleans 

did  not appreciate beinec to ld  that f a c i l i t i e s  at Tule lake were far 

below the standards to which the t rans fe rees  had become abenstomed 

in the R e loca t ion  Centers ,

r
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A synthes is  of these rese ntments over l iv ing,  cond i t  ions was expressed 

by nY" who became an important leader in the pressure group;

"The way i t  s ta r ted  -  of course ,  everybody who came to th is  center 
from the other r e lo c a t io n  oenters oompared t h i s  center to the other 
c e n t e r s ,  Food, housing, the h o s p i t a l  and sa n i ta t io n was very  low compared 
to the other cen ters  we came from. We d idn’ t do anything about i t  u n t i l  
the truck a o c i d e n t l /

The "pr i s on-camp" atmosphere

As preparat ion fo ra  camp of avowedly "d is loya l  in d iv id u a ls ,  Tule 

Lake camp had been surrounded by £nan*pxn»flx a "man-Proof" fence 7 f e e t

l /  i b i d . ,  Sept* 11, p .  3 .

*
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h igh  and topped w ith th ree  s tra n d s  of barbed w ire . Wat oh tow ers 

had been h u r r ie d ly  co n s tru c ted  a t  re g u la r  in te rv a ls around th is  

fence* ¿he presence o f t h i s  fence was and continued to  be 

regarded  as an i n s u l t ,  a nagging rem inder o f American p u b lic  

op in io n , b? most o f the segregees* Pew, however, have expressed  

them selves as f lu e n t ly  or as b i t t e r l y  as Mr* Ks

"A very re p u ls iv e  s ig h t g ree ted  us as we approached Tule 
hake* I t  was the s ig h t  o f numerous watch tow ers l inin g  the 
p er im e te r of the camp* X f e l t  as i f  we were a bunch o f r e a l  
c r im in a ls  about to  be impounded* * * * .1 f e l t  sure o th e rs  
must have f e l t  the same since 1 have heard  them cu rsin g  and 
sw earing vengeance*

"My fe e l in g s  were f u r th e r  aggravated as we neared the camp* 
though X have read  about the h igh  fences being  e re cte d , w hile 
a t  Leupp, my Im ag ination  seemed to  have f a i l e d  in  it s  p roper 
conception  because the fences in  r e a l i t y  are much high  and 
more c ru e l ,  bo th  in  c o n s tru c tio n  and appearance* I  d id  no t 
b e liev e  they were b u i l t  so h igh  and w ith  meshed w ires s im i la r  
to  those used a t  San Pi©go 2»oo* Why even the g o r i l la s  w ith  
tremendous s tre n g th  were caged in  l ik e  a bunch o f wild  anim als 
made me f e e l  t e r r ib l y  i r r i ta te d *  U nconsciously X too  have 
sworn to  avenge th is  in ju s t ic e  some day*

"Topping ev e ry th in g  which tends to  rouse the i r e  o f the 
In te rn ee s  are the search  l ig h ts  beaming th roughout the camp, 
w atching us through the  wee hours o f the n ig h t as i f  we were 
in c o r r ig ib le  murderers* Have we n o t been the most law-ab id ing  
people in  the p as t?  Why must we now be su b jec ted  to such 
hum ilia tion*

Resentment over ’f**""**&&e* ~  / r

A dd itiona l i r r i t a t i n g  f a c to r s ,  were the con fusion  and 

crowding in  the d is t r ib u t io n  o f  housing , the om nipresent d i r t ,  

caused no t only  by Tule L ake 's  f re q u en t d u st storm s bu t by the 

f a c t  th a t  many of the b arrack s assigned  had been Inadequate ly  

c leaned o r had not been c leaned  a t  a l l*  Moreover, housing 

accommodations were in  most cases more crowded than in  the 

c e n te rs  from which the segregees had come* Many re cre a t io n

h a s , p .  X .



7 .

h a l l s  were tu rn ed  In to  b arracks to  house young unm arried men«

The co n v ic tio n  developed th a t  t h i s  i l l  trea tm en t was being 

meted ou t to  the people because they were " d is lo y a l“ . A 

r e l ia b le  Caucasian in fo rm ant who a s s is te d  in  the Housing 

D iv is ion  a t  th is  time s ta te * L th a t i t  was a madhouse« Former 

Tuleans who had l e f t  camp had so ld  th e i r  b a rrack  improvements, 

sh e lv es, b u i l t  in  cupboards and the l ik e  to  evacuees rem ain ing 

in  T u le . The buyers moved in to  these apartm ents w ithout 

n o t i fy in g  the Housing Departm ent. When segregees a rr iv e d , 

they  no t in f re q u e n tly  found the b a rrack  room assigned  to  them 

a lread y  occup ied . Some o f these s tran d ed  fa m il ie s  ignored 

the mousing Department, found su ita b le  unlocked q u ar te rs  and 

moved ih .  T h is haphazard moving added to  the burdens o f the 

a lready  overtaxed  Housing D epartm ent. Host o f the  ba rrack s 

were very d i r t y ;  some were f i l t h y .  One fam ily  found th e i r  

assigned  q u a r te rs  so u n in h ab itab le  th a t  they  would no t even 

p u t down th e i r  s u i tc a s e s  b u t s le p t  the n igh  in  the block  mana�

g e r ’s o f f i c e .  The nex t morning the fa th e r  came to the Housing 

Department and sa id  he must have d i f f e re n t  q u a r te rs. He 

was to ld  he must take the room assigned  to  him . This he re fu sed  

to  do and in s is te d  th a t  Mr. Huycke, who was then  head o f Housing, 

examine h is  apartm ent. A fte r much argum ent, Mr. Huycke gave in .  

He found th a t  the apartm ent in  qu estio n  had been used as d i s t i l �

le ry  and th a t  the f i g  m&sh had s p i l le d  over the e n ti r e  a p a r t�

ment, c re a t in g  a d read fu l s te n ch . A d is in fe c t in g  and c lean in g  

crew worked th ree  days to  ren d er the room f i t  f o r  ha b i ta t io n .

*R. Hankey, N otes, A p r i l ,  pp. 36, 37.



8*

On© n is e i  from G ila  descr ib ed  h is  f i r s t  im pression  o f 

Stale lake  as fo llow s!

"When I  oaae from G ila  X ju s t  stood  1b re  l i k e  a dumbell* 
E very th ing  was d i r ty ;  the barrack s were d i r ty ;  the showers 
were d i r t y ,  the mesa h a l l s  were d i r ty  * When I  f i r st  came h e re , 
t h a t ’ s the  way I  f e l t *  X th in k  the o ld  Tuleans were used to  
th is  m ess. T h a t’ s the main key p o in t in  the cause of the 
tro u b le  • *1

�� n is e i  g i r l  from Topaz sa ids

"The th in g  th a t  s tru q k  us was, I  th in k , the f i r s t  appea�
rance of the camp# The comparison w ith  Topaz was very poor#
The l a t r i n e s ,  the mess and the apartm ents were so poor in  
co n d it io n  and sc d lf f© ren t #

A n is e i  g i r l  from G ila  who l a t e r  worked a g a in s t the p ressu re  

group, sa id ;

"You know how i t  was on the tra in #  A fte r be ing  so t i r ed ,  
to  com© to  th is  d i r t y  camp which was so dark and dusty  and 
windy# The Housing d id n ft  want us to  be what they  c a ll  a 
homogeneous group. So they s c a t te re d  us a l l  over* We d id n ’t  
have a s in g le  f r ie n d  in  our whole blook# We re se n ted  the 
Housing Departm ent. Then, in  the l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  O ctober they  
broke the Housing He pa r  tmentJLa.jylndows. They d id n ’ t  f in d  the 
g u i l ty  ones a t  th a t  time* I  th in k  th a t  was the spark  o f the 
whole in c id e n t (b reak ing  the windows).

"W ell, housing was the  worst# We came in to  rooms w ith  
h a l f  the  p la s te r  board  s to le n ; th e re  was even no th ing  to  
l i g h t  a stove with* V/e had to  take i t  o r  leave i t .®

A k ib e i  man about t h i r t y  y ea rs  o ld  who came from G ila  said*

" I  f e l t  t h i s  was r e a l l y  a sad smokey p lace#"

H is w ife added, " I  sa id , ’What a dumpl" On ano ther 

occasion  she s ta te d ,

"For a few months o r so you can be crowded, But when you 
don ’t  know when y o u r’re  leav in g - i t ’ s very  h a rd . "4

Another young k ib e i  g i r l  from G ila  sa id i

1
i b i d #, p# 20#

2lb ld # # Ju ly  18, p* 1*
® lb ld## Ju ly  19, p . 4*
4l b l d . , Aug* 8 , p* 4; March, p . 5#



"One th in g , when X came here  X alm ost c r ie d , was th at  a l l  
o f  our f r ie n d s  were sep ara ted  from u s . We s a id , »Let’ s move.’ 
That was im portan t w ith  me. I  alm ost c r ie d  when I  came here 
and saw i t *  ^

"The few people who came here l a t e r  ( In  February  and May) 
were n o t so bad o f f .  They were pu t to g e th e r more o r le s s  in  
one p lace

A Young k lb e i woman from Jerome, an a c tiv e  member o f a

p ressu re  group wrote in  a l e t t e r  to  the w r i te rs

"Then a ls o , the poor f a c i l i t i e s  fo r  housing , poor foods, 
employments u n fa i r  to  newcomers, as oompared to  the prev ious 
camps we have come from , were a l l  brought up to  our a t te n t io n  
and d is s a t is f a c t io n  a ro u se ."2

Mr. K, who came in to  camp in  December w ro te :

"While in  Leupp, I  have heard  from various sources th a t  
Tule Lake i s  a very d i r ty  camp. Upon my a r r iv a l  though I  was 
p repared  to  see d i r t ,  I  was very  much shocked to  f in d  it  
d i r t i e r  than I  had r e a l l y  a n t ic ip a te d . I  wondered what s o r t  
of people had l iv e d  h e re , o r what s o r t  o f an A dm in is tra to r was 
resp o n s ib le  f o r  the h e a l th  o f the r e s id e n ts ,  . , .Day in  day 
o u t, l iv in g  in  f i l t h  must have c rea ted  d isg u s t to  such an 
e x te n t th a t  i t  f i n a l l y  became one o f the c o n tr ib u t in g  fa o to rs  
of the tro u b le .

E qua lly  d isg u s tin g  to  the newcomers were the ex tremely

d ir ty . l ik t r in a l  f a c i l i t i e s . / The w r i te r  can fo r

t h i s  f ro k  persona l o b se rv a tio n . T h e / la tr in e s  cf Tula? Lake are

f a r  belo  

e quipme n t 

no t f lu sh  

scraw led

standard  of those in  Cfila irk  c le a n l in e s s . The 

worn ou t and i n f e r i o r /  some of the toJL lets do 

lx tu re s  are dingy cr eftLrty; obscefiit^fes are 

w a lls .

i r r i t a t i n g  as t h e /d i r t  and th e  U n sa t is fa c to ry  

q u a l i ty  o f t^ie vood, which m o/t t ra n s fe re e s

considered  d e f in i te ly  i n f e r i o r / t o  th a t  o f the R e loca tion  C en te rs .

^ i b l d . , Ju ly  30, p . 5 . 

^ lb id . , Ju ly  18, p . 2 . 

% S, p . 5 .
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A very conservat ive young n i s e i  g i r l  from Gila sa id :

I had f r iends  here ( in  Tuie Take) and had always corresponded w i th 
them. They l iked i t  here. It  was l ike any other oenter -  t h a t ’ s what I  
thought from the i r  l e t t e r s .

J  expected more than t h i s  in the camp. I expected bet te r  f a c i l i t i e s .  
I didn t expect i t  to  be jus t  as good as G i la ,  but be t te r  than t h i s .  I 
d id n ' t  l ike the f i r s t  impression at a l l . ” l /

A nx nJLdxftK &«a»x

An equa l ly  conservat ive n i s e i  g i r l ,  a res ident  of pre -se erre ga t ion 

Tule Lake p dmit ted the jus t  i f  ioat ion of the segregeesS comola in ts

about the housing:

, "The segregees were So u n sa t i s f i e d  w i th  the housing.  Of oourse,  you 
oan t blame them because they had to s leep  in the Pec. h a l l s .  And 
b e s id e s ,  the cepple who went out had torn down their  cab ine ts  and 
bujpboards. nf f i |

This young woman added that publ io f e e l i n g  ran so high that for a 

time: the Japanese g i r l s  employed in the Housing Department were afra id  to 

go to work. 2 /

XBICIMJ&PC

Kuratomi, dairman of the pressure group s ta ted :

"The immediate impression I received a f te r  coming here was the 
unpreparedness on the part of the Admin is t ra t ion ,  es p e c i a l l y  in the 
f i e l d  of housings nd recep t ion .  I arr ived here at 5:00 p. m. on the 
30th of September. That day the Army was good enough to give us a 
lunoh. After we were through w i th  the processing i t was w e l l  towards 
e ve n in g .

"Eventual ly,  we were thrown, in to  an unpar t i t ioned Recreat ion H a l l .
No matresses were a v a i l a b l e .  I got the block manager to f ind  me a 
ma t r e s s , Even the stove wasn’ t ready for opera t ion.  The b lock  manager 
had to get wood for  us ( for k in d l i n g ) .  I don’ t „be l ie  ve the block 
manager was even n o t i f i e d  we were to be thee®. There were ten boys and 
they to ld  us that between 20 and 30 (more) would come. But they d id n ' t  
know. They had no plan at a 1 1 . . . . . .

"At that time the people leaving the pro jeot ( leav in g  Jerome) had the 
f e e l i n g  they would l ike to be housed c l o s e l y  together .  But r e a l i z in g  the 
cond i t ions  at T u le !Lake, they d idn ’ t expect too much. ...We did not f e e l 
that our treatment would b e  the same.

"Yfhen I arrived here I heard so many complaints about the separat ion 
in housing . Even fa m i l i e s  we re s-offie t ime s separated from one end of the 
camp to the o t h e r . . . . .

l /  R. Han key, Note s , Aug. 30,  p .  1.
'ZJ  ibid . ,  Aug . 24 , ~p . 1.
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l! As f a r  a s Jerome was concerned,  the f a c i l i t i e s  were very  good* 
Each l a t r i n e  and u r i n a l  b a s in  was i n d i v id u a l  and the i n t e r i o r s  of the 
shower were very much b e t t e r *

nFood too nas much be t te r  (a t  Jerome). This was e s pe c ia l l y  s t range, 
since Jerome raised so l i t t l e .  However, food there in comparison to 
th is  center was twice as good* «

E q u a l l y  d i s g u s t i n g  to  the newcomers were the extreme ly d i r t y ,

ove r -used  l a t r i n a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  The w r i t e r  can vouch f o r  th i s  from

s tanda rd  of those in  Gil® in c l e a n l i n e s s .  The equipment is

worn out and in fe r io r ;  some of the t o i l e t s  do riot f l u s h ;  f i x t u r e s  are

dingy and d i r t y ;  o b scen i t i e s  are scrawled on the w al ls *

Almost as i r r i t a t i n g  as the d i r t  and the u n sa t i s facto r y  housing was

yhe q u a l i t y  of the food ,  which most t rans fe rees  oondidered d e f i n i t e l y

in fe r io r  to that of the Relocat ion Centers*

p e rs o n a l  o b s e rv a t i o n .  The l a t r i n e s  of Tule iake^\íi0
^  >v-V /Ì \

fa  r be low the *

l /  i b i d . ,  S e p t .  18, p p . 3 , 4 , 5 .
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I f  every  comment made on the bad food a t  Tule Lake had been 

w r i t te n  down, i t  would comprise a sep ara te  p aper. One In fo r �

mant remarked months l a t e r  when the food had g re a t ly  Improved,

* I f  then  food had been as I t  I s  now, I t  ( th e  warehouse In c id e n t)  

cou ld  never have happened.

*We never g e t f re s h  v eg e tab les . A week and a h a l f  ago 
they s ta r te d  coming in ,  but they d id n 't  have any f or  1^ o r  2 
months. A ll we had was p o ta to es o r b e e ts . W e're g e tt in g  
some le t tu c e  now. Why c o u ld n 't  we g e t i t  when the canteen 
was s e l l in g  i t? * 2

While Mr. &. d id  no t a r r iv e  in  Tule u n t i l  December, h is  

re a c t io n  to  the food a t  th a t  tim e, which he exp ressed  most 

em p h atica lly , was no doubt shared to  a la rg e  e x te n t, by many 

o f the tra n s fe re e s  who a r r iv e d  two months e a r l ie r s

Upon my a r r iv a l  here I  have n o ticed  one th in g  in  p a rt i �
c u la r  th a t  j u s t i f i e d  the Japanese to  r e v o l t .  That is  th e  food 
was te r r ib ly  poor. I  p o s i t iv e ly  b e liev e  the food per person 
per day c o u ld n 't  have gone over 20 cen ts  which i s  le s s  than 
h a l f  o f what the Government r e a l ly  a llow s.

Much c r i t i c is m  was heard  throughout the country  th at  the 
Japanese are being w ell fed  e s p e c ia l ly  a f te r  the inv e s t ig a t io n  
conducted by the id es  Committee. What l i e s  the Dies Committee 
cou ld  so bo ld ly  p r i n t .  I f  they  would on ly  come and l iv e  w ith  
u s | e a t  w ith  u s ; and s leep  w ith  us fo r  j u s t  a month In s tea d  
o r  two years as we a lread y  have and re p o r t  the t r u th s  as they 
r e a l ly  e x i s t ,  I ' l l  p ra ise  them fo r  th e i r  f o r t i tu d e .

R egard less of what th e  Dies Committee has sa id , the food 
was bad and i s  bad today . Though i t  Improved a l i t tl e ,  the 
d if fe re n c e  i s  so sm all, i t  s t i l l  must be hovering  around 20^ 
a day. Why we haven ’t  had an egg fo r  over two weeks now.

Pood i s  one o f the g re a te s t  c o n tr ib u t in g  f a c to rs  tha t  
determ ines the harmony o f the camp, i t  a f f e c ts  the stomach o f 
every  man, woman, and ch ild*  The q u a l i ty  o f th e  food can be 
judged a t  tim es by the mood o f  the peop le . Grumbling and c u ib  in g , 
anim ated c r i t i c is m  o f th is  government i s  f re e ly  vo iced .

To my judgment the food la ck s  the e s s e n t ia l  e lem ents 
th a t  g ives us s tre n g th  and energy . Many boys are tak in g

111
M otes. May 15, p . 4 .

^Notes, M ar., p . 14.
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v itam ins to  keep th e i r  bod ies from going to  p ie c e s . My eyes 
went bad on me since ev acu a tio n  due to  lack  o f p roper food . I  
am n o t ab le today to  do one fo u r th  o f the work I  used to  do 
befo re  the w ar. Should I  choose to  do any manual work, my 
e n t i r e  body s t a r t s  to  trem ble and i f  I  shou ld  p e r s is t ,  d iz z i �
ness and f a in t in g  se n sa tio n s  overwhelm me. Though I look s tro n g  
and v ig o ro u s, X cou ld  no t in  r e a l i t y  do the work tha t  i s  req u ired  
o f me now.

f u r th e r  enum erating on food as one o f  the g re a te s t  con�
t r ib u t in g  f a c to rs  o f  r e v o l t .  I s  i t  no t obvious when thousands 
upon thousands o f men, women and c h i ld re n , the m a jor ity  o f 
whom are no t working and th e re fo re  have no a p p e ti te th a t  
r e l is h e s  anyth ing w i l l  n a tu ra l ly  f in d  f a u l t  w ith  food? When 
the a p p e ti te  i s  good a f te r  a good day*s work, the  food may be 
gobbled down to  s a t i s f y  the hungry stomach, b u t when the 
a p p e ti te  i s  bad, the b e s t food i s  su b je c t to  c r i t i cis m .

Many a t  time I*ve looked fo r  meat in  the p la te  and i f  I  
am g r a t i f i e d  w ith  more than  two t in y  p ieces 1 cons ider m yself 
lucky . The p la te  o f  stew i s  ju s t  a p3a te  of c a r ro ts  and 
p o ta to es f lav o red  w ith  b i t s  o f  m eat. Be i t  r o a s t  pork , i f  we 
g e t more than  two s l i c e s  o f  one m outhful each , i t  looks as i f  
the cook had made a m is tak e . The r e s t  i s  d ress in g  and gravy 
which we use to  f i n i s h  a bowl o f  r i c e .  F ish  i s  o f  the p o o rest 
q u a l i ty . H erring  which i s  used fo r  f e r t i l i z e r  i s  now being  
su p p lied  to  u s . With such food w ith  no v a r ie t ie s ,  I cannot 
blame the r i o te r s  when they demanded b e t te r  food on November 1, 
1943.1

*MS, pp. 4, 6
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Ax amis® rax

A n i s e i  g i r l ,  an old Tulean res id en t ,  Xitfa«Bl^i^hd®xa»n»i|arianmaQfx

artAmAraiieixibjfmstbafelingrBX 8ta»romjsn*tpc who disapproved s t rong ly  of the a g i t a t o r s ,

xiSftiXt&WttiK r e f lec ted  th is  a t t i tu d e  by s t a t i n g :

nWe always get worse food here than at the other camps. At leas t 
t h a t ’ s what a 11 the other people told u s . ” l /

Another conservat ive n i s e i  g i r l ,  a t ransferee from Gila s t a t e d 4

"Before the inc ident  the food wasn’ t good. I missed the steak that 
we had every Sunday at  G i la .  But the food wasn’ t r ea l l y  bad . " 2 /

Two other g i r l s ,  n i s e i  t rans fe rees  who h a s t r o n g  h o st i l i t y  

to the tsxxbx " tr ouble-making ag i ta to rs"  gattiUix  expressed themselves as fo l l ow s :

"when I cam here I ^ot the impression that the Co-op so ld  so much 
f r u i t  here.  And we didn t get any f r u i t  in the mess. At Topaz we 
got so much, f r u i t  in the mess we always had extra f r u i t  1 n the house,"

Her f r iend  added: "We hardly get f r u i t  in the mess at a l l  and I had to 
buy i t  in  the Co-op."

The f i r s t  informant con t inued : "Here I have t o  ask for  my brother in  
Topaz to send me some f r u i t .  In Topaz they didn’ t s e n  f r u i t  in the  
canteens but they gave i t to us in the mess. Since we came here we 
spend so much money on'food."

At th is  point another g i r l ,  an old res ident  of Tule jo ined  

her voice to the complaints:

"We’ ve had hhioken here only  onoe

A t ransferee from Topaz said nostag ica l l y :

llAnd at  2®*xxsta Topaz we got duck or ohioken once a week."

The f i r s t  speaker ,  from Topaz, added:

"And ice cream every Sunday. . . .  .A lso,  a l l  the other re loca t ion  
centers  get l inoleum. But th is  place has none'."

The young g i r l  ^nAJnxBxpKnxwkonnRBnwbheidnbhemaosiB who regret ted the 

&Q&X ducks and ch ickens of Topaz c losed the conversat ion with  the s ig n i f i c a n t  

remark:

"Have you seen the personnel quarters here .  They’ re p o s i t i v e l y 
extravagant ’. I went in to  the personnel  r e c .  h a l l  the other day and I thoufht . 
"Gosh." 3 /

- T T S l t t . ,  i u g .  24, p .  4
i b i d . ,  Aug. 30,  p .  1 . 

y  i b i d . ,  Sep t .  14, p . . 6 .



Along with th is  resentment over poor food a conv ic t ion  developed 

that at le a s t  part of  th is  cond i t ion  was due to g raf t  on the part of 

Caucasian and Japanese members of the Mess D iv i s io n.  This susp ic ion 

e x is te d  before segregat ion  and was shared by the older inhabitants of 

Tule lake .  Rumors of pro ject  meat being shipped into Klamath F a l l s  and 

so ld  on the black market were ourrent not only among the evaouees but 

among members of the Appointed Personnel .  I t  was a lso  rumored that 

large food b i l l s  were run up in nearby towns by members of the mess 

d i v i s i o n  and that those merchants who furn ished an ̂ add i t  iona i bribe were 

the f i r s t  to  have the ir  b i l l s  met.

According to members of the pressure groin pcrfoh®smx�i®nidjd̂

and p e r s i s t e n t  rumor among members of the 

MiiX8^Bsxmdmkharr®rsxB3tnsiraxmaiaxbiot.xifoH®tas appoin ted p e rsonne l ,  t h i s  

c o n d i t i o n  was i n v e s t i g a te d  by the F .  B . I i  XniMBJfinxrixiQX An®fflidam£m*D!X 

Kean ins «fix rna&x ihkflix p*«as saa ira rmcttsttama fcst fe�� mi ta  texibknxffixmi nsxixms etimlihsm

in  mid-November and *b± toi ls*dectoo®*mfflxiBxAxkietvxIfi*toiff i ftfosmx

mS mfeft$ mfefhS Iftx ft* Si* feilfix ft* fftfcRi* feS AS! foRftfc ifcP&x iMrio? MMrn?

resu l ted  in the

d is m is s a l  of severa l  of the g u i l t y  Knn»taKirasm»fiix4ikK s t a f f  member.s. l /
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go in g  o i j ^ l ^ l ^ o b a b l y  nejpelp b e / k n o i l l  tha jt^ ls ������ ����

was very  bad a*id^>bat Mr.

r e s i d e d  m ystenu ously , som etim e 	������ �	� supposed in n ^ st i^ ^ -

on took m ace

T his b e l ie f  In  g r a f t  a f fe c te d  the evacuees p ro foundly .

I t* e  fo rce  i s  r e f le c te d  on ly  m ild ly  in  the fo llow ing  s ta tem en ts . 

" I "  a n is e i  from G ila , r e f e r r in g  to  the su sp ic io n  of g r a f t  by 

the Caucasian sa ids

"G ra fting  s ta r te d  the whole works

K ., re fe r r in g  to  g ra f t in g  by Japanese, sa id ;

"Undue accu sa tio n  o f persons s te a l in g  and o f  g r a f ts  goes 
on w ithou t re sp e c t o f the person under f i r e .  Thus cre a t in g  
su sp ic io n  in  the eyes o f the people w ithou t p ro o fs .

"R ecently  p roo fs were uncovered and the suspec ts were 
a r re s te d  ( th ese  were Japanese a r re s te d  f o r  s te a l in g r i c e ) .
X p e rso n a lly  hope they w i l l  be g iven the se v e re s t punishment 
i f  found g u i l t . " 2

The accum ulation o f ev idence to  prove the ex is ten c e  o f 

g ra f t  on the p a r t  o f  the Caucasian personnel soon became one 

o f the most im portan t o f the se lf- im posed task s o f the p ressu re  

group which was o rgan ized . BeaRw^considered^one o f the most 

p o ten t weapons ag a in s t the A d m in is tra tion .

SSBr Jton tlm snt over in f e r io r  l i v in g  co n d it io n s was sum�

marized by a w ell educated i a s e l ,  an ex -S an ta Fe Inte rn ee  from 

Manzanar. This i s  an alm ost u n iv e rsa l camp sen tim ent!

"The s ta r t in g  o f  such an ac tio n  ( th e  r i s e  o f the p ressu re  
group and the tro u b le  which re s u l te d )  i s  the re s p o ns ib i l i ty  o f 
the A dm in is tra tion  i t s e l f .  I f  the A dm in is tra tion  had taken 
c o n s id e ra tio n  o f  the  com fort o f the people as a whole, I  d o n 't  
th in k  they could  ev e r have had any a c t io n  as th a t  which came 
from the m iserab le co lo n y .*

hankey, N otes. February , p . 14. 
% S ., p . 2«
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This gentlem an, a graduate of S tan f o rd , a l so s ta te d  th a t  he 

was o f  the op in ion  th a t  the segregees had been s a c ri f ic e d  to

WRA p o lic y  by being  branded as dangerous and con fined  w ith in  

a sp e c ia l camp so th a t  WRA* s d e s ire  to  speed re lo c a t io n  m ight 

be f a c i l i t a t e d .  T h is op in ion  has been © g ro ssed  se v era l tim es 

by seg regees, b u t on ly  by those o f a h igh  ed u ca tio na l le v e l ,

“F i r s t  th e re  was se g re g a tio n , a m istake* Then m i l i ta ry  
r e g is t r a t io n  which was i l l o g i c a l .  Then, to  push the re lo c a t io n  
program, the answers made a t  m i l i ta ry  r e g is t r a t io n  were used 
to  seg regate a group which never cou ld  have been seg reg a ted . 
T h is c rea ted  a problem f o r  WRA which they had no t or ig in a l ly  
a n t ic ip a te d . Those who cam© in to  Tule Lake as seg regees had 
been t r e a te d  w ith  g re a te r  s e v e r i ty  than  in  th e i r  relo c a t io n  
cen ters*  *2-

Of m inor though by no means in s ig n i f i c a n t  im portance was 

the in su f f ic ie n c y  of work and re c re a t io n . The work &i o rtage 

gave r i s e  to  the a d d i t io n a l resen tm en t, th a t  a l l  the good jo b s,

11 the key p o s i t io n s ” were h e ld  by the o ld  re s id e n ts  o f T u le. 

To^ssm iS^xtent th is  c r i t i c is m  was jttBl»xAxm«L grsfr’T. 0» r ULl► �|\s s ssse x ie n i  pnxs c r i t i c is m  was ju s lx x A«u. G w frr  
V"r<rWurf dmtm «»»g/ T. *

v A young man, a n is e i  from G ila  sa id t -f--fr •* /. i J

*ffben I  got here X got a jo b . I  d id n ’ t  f e e l  bad a t  a l l .  
People who d idn* t g e t jobs f e l t  aw fu lly  b a d .”2

K. sa id :

”No work i s  c rea ted  to  re l ie v e  the loathsome hou rs; no 
re c re a t io n s  are sponsored to  d iv e r t  the minds o f  t te  r e s id e n ts .  . . . 
do f a r  I  have n o t seen any type o f re c re a t io n  sponsored fo r  the 
a d u l ts , to  d iv e r t  th e i r  un p leasan t m inds, i f  th e re  i s  enough 
work in  th is  camp to  keep the a d u l ts  w ell occup ied, re c re a t io n  
may n o t be necessary  bu t when work i s  so scarce as it  i s  h e re , 
re c re a t io n  w i l l  p lay  a g re a t p a r t  in  keeping the people s a t i s �
f ie d .  But n e i th e r  work nor re c re a t io n  are being  sponsored to  
re l ie v e  the d is s a t i s f ie d  from concocting  m isch ie f , deven days 
a week, 30 days a month, day in  and day ou t w ithou t a th in g  to 
do, topped w ith la c k  o f  funds to keep o n ese lf  s a t i sf i e d  w ith  
wants r e a l l y  does g e t a man. T h is i s  ano ther source o f  troub le  5

^R. Hankey, B o tes. May 21, pp* 2 , 4 . 
2R. Hankey, B o tes. M ar., p . 13.

®MS., pp. 5 -6 .
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Q jU L i ’ k tU jJ L  ^  T , " ^  4 s *
ci^v^M  Co*r*~~f)'¿¿t* uSr4î ,*4\ d^t^C ^jU uJ VTuf &*t~jL “&i\4 &*&t SuJcJLfy^ t

Another resen tm ent which had a long  p re -se g re g a tio n h is to ry

in  Tula Lake sprang from the a c tio n s  and a t t i tu d e  of  the C hief 

Medical O f f ic e r , Dr* P ed ico rd . He had acqu ired  an unp rac iden ted  

degree o f u n p o p u la r ity  w ith  the Japanese befo re  segreg a tio n  

took place* A p e t i t io n  signed  by 7,600 evacuees requ ested  h is  

removal in  June, 1945» Reasons f o r  h is  u n p o p u la r ity were se t 

f o r th  in  d e ta i l  by Marvin O p ler, the Community A nalyst, in  a 

re p o r t  dated Ju ly  6 , 1943. In  the p e t i t io n  h is  a t t itu d e s  toward 

evacuees, both  s ta f f  members and p a t ie n ts ,  i s  c a l led  unsympa�

th e t i c  and d ic ta to r ia l *  He i s  accused o f  add ressing the 

evacuees as ‘‘J a p s ,1* no t o b ta in in g  necessary  m edical equipm ent, 

p la c in g  economy above se rv ic e , and fo rc in g  evacuee d o c to rs to  

re lo c a te  by h is  d i c ta to r ia l  a t t i t u d e .  Some cf the unconfirm ed 

accu sa tio n s made by in fo rm ants in  November inc ludes T hat'

Ped icord  had an ti-Jap an ese  v iew s, th a t  he was incom petent and 

n eg l ig en t o f h is  d u t ie s , th a t  he re fu sed  to  g ra n t perm ission  

f o r  tra n s fu s io n s  to  two o r th ree  p a t ie n ts  who l a t e r  d ie d ,3- 

th a t  he d id  no t o rd e r s u f f i c ie n t  medicine fo r  h o s p ita l  equ ip �

ment, th a t  he h ire d  Caucasian quacks one o f  whom caused a c h i ld  

to  be s t i l l b o r n  by g iv ing  the mother too much serum, th a t  he 

cu t the h o s p i ta l  s t a f f  so sev ere ly  th a t  i t  could n ot run  

e f f i c i e n t l y ,  th a t  he made the Caucasian nu rses se c tio n  heads 

and p e rm itted  them to  g ive o rd ers* to  the evacuee d oc to rs (even 

though one evacuee docto r had a l ic e n se  to  p ra c t ic e in  C a l i fo r �

n ia ) ,  th a t  he cu t down the allow ance o f baby food although 

th e i r  was an adequate supply in  the warehouse* Because o f

R eport* Deo*, 24, p* 21.
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h i r in g  "quacks" he la  a lso  blamed fo r  the death  o f  a sev e re ly  

burned evacuee c h i ld  who i s  sa id  to  have been l e f t  w ithou t 

trea tm en t from llsQO p.m . to  7 $ 0 0  a.ra* when i t  was f i n a l l y  

t r e a te d  by a Japanese docto r coming on d u ty ,3- The t ran s fe re e s  

took over th i s  o ld e r  resentm ent w ith  rem arkable speed* Dr. 

P8dicord*s removal became one o f the p lanks in  the program o f 

the p ressu re  group.

While most o f  the in fo rm ants quoted in  the p reced ing  

a n a ly s is  belong to  th a t  se c tio n  o f  the po p u la tio n  which s in c e re ly  

d e s ire d  to  re tu rn  to Japan, the w r i te r  no ted  th a t  th o se , who 

l a t e r  changed th e i r  minds and asked to  re lo c a te  were ju s t  as 

vo c ife ro u s in  th e ir  com plain ts over i l l  trea tm en t at  Tula Lake. 

There was one ex cep tio n , however. Those who had decided to 

g e t out o f Tule Lake by the m iddle o f 1944, had never been 

s tro n g  advocators o f  "a camp where we can a l l  a c t l i ke  Japanese 

and prepare fo r  l i f e  in  Ja p an .5® In s te a d , they  had ta lk e d  of 

"b r ing  t r e a te d  l ik e  human beings and having as good a time as 

we can w hile we1 re w a it in g  h e r e .11 I t  should be kep t in  mind, 

th e re fo re , th a t  those who had found a com parative ly sa fe  and 

permanent p lace to  s tay  u n t i l  the end o f the war shared many 

of the resen tm ents o f the s in cere  r e p a t r ia te s .  S ince the 

p o s s ib i l i t y  o f exchange was exceed ing ly  rem ote, they re a l iz e d  

th a t  they  m ight be fo rced  to l i v e  a t  Tule Lake fo r  an In d e f in i te  

number o f years*  From Tule Lake and i t s  l iv in g  co n dit io n s , 

w hether good o r bad, th e re  was no escape. There was no p o ss i�

b i l i t y  o f removal by re lo c a t io n . C ond itions had to  be endured 

o r changed.

^ I b ld . ,  p . 17.
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ATTITUDES OF THE OLD TUIEOT POHJI^TION \  ^

Although there were many excep t ion ,  i t  i s  clear that the hulk  

of the  older  inhab itants  of Tule lake were character ized by a markedly 

d i f f e r e n t  complex of a t t i t u d e s .  T^xjnxdadKnujtowiff itomkmxc&axgamihMmHampxm  

£)a*inx<Mdxn®mx On the whole they d id not wish to change the camp, 

e s p e c i a l l y  i f  the attempt than* changes would cause t rou b le .

Moreover,  they looked upon themselves as the es tab lished  group, the 

«Bir» "Old Timers” as one n i s e i  gifci expressed i t , and f e l t  that i f  

any changes were to be made, they should be • c on su i ted . They did not 

take ki<J®dly to being told^ that Tule lake was a dump, that the food

wa s bad and the f a c i l i t i e s  far in fe r io r  to the re loca t ion

cen ters  from which the complaining t rans fe rees  had come • Some old 

Tuleans admiU that the f a c i l i t i e s  of Tu lejt have been in f e r i o r ,  but

J h  .defend^their  acquiescence to the cond i t ions  by accusing the t rans fe rees 

of demanding luxury.  One young woman s a id ,  MWhat do they e x p ec t .  Af ter 

a l l ,  there’ s a war on.“

Repeated ly ,  old Tuleap informants s p ^ f ^ n o s t a l g i c a l ly  of “ the

f t /  *
old Tule ipke and remarkr that i t  <31 gone fo reve r . Xfi»rfeh®nsnslftysxnx 

«peg® jhxa*aci» px nil a t  ax nihs tix ramjs Luunuutt QSSfi "Before the segre gees came 

in people got along w e l l .  There was peace." ThffX!p®m»®»««mgrx>cpp®x 

xiflSdfitesmWiMtftxAsiRxssx Some old Tuleans ter wTthe pressure group's  ̂

to improve the camp a high-handed^effort  to make the camp over, assd 

i m—la ii iwhmii i  iii       In mi» h ii willi "Al l  they^did was ta lk ,  ta lk  ta lk . "

The younger men in the t ransferee group who,tc*ffliBXBXBii d^dxift#S*x;toausjfc

H I  up mse i
R e e l i n g  the need of exh ib i t i on ism ,  vePte..,. 
•isx aypsxx xscxxSapaxtB »«xscxx»® sx iMK̂ xxxxxi-Xsx

dances ,  xvidmpe f̂tsmmmxgixmaroimm® behaved^ r u d e ly  to the g i r l s  and, in

irwvs
^«i®fi»nxiB»g g e n e ra l ,  a c t i n g  acco rd ing  to  the i y J pecu l ia r  concept of fexdssx

l s*ZI /3*t-tnn* a+*J J** '
the acmff of " japar iese"  b eh a v io r ,  were cr  i t  icise<^^J|piM SW i‘h* They were 

termed " the k ibe i "  or " the ge ts  boys " uwVi*
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by the n i s e i  gir  Is m U.a jsndpgflKraBsnaiHH old Tuvans

4 ^  lay  a large part  of the ki&nxdfcx h o s t i l i t y  between the groups to  the fact

that  the o ld Tu leans ha&d the fcriatoa»«p»BiAtniffi3o® "key pos i t ions"  in employmeib t 

and had the best  j o b s .  ?hiis^m»iasfcxin̂ .dxfflMa)Bftinffi Most old Tu lea ns admit 

that  t h i s  was the tru th al though they may not admit that the complaint was 

j u s t  •

was
I t , ex tremely r a r e /  for an old Tulean to remark that

(

| | the t ran s fe rees  resented the fac.t that -fcli old inhabitants were not 

v ” loya 1 to  japan" and " d i s lo y a l  to America." ins te ad ,  they wfcM. preferred 

to s t a t e ,  "They said we were not loya l  to Japan because we did not want

4
to make t rouble."  N ever the less ,  severa l  old Tu leans did am i t  to the writer, 

that they KeasiaxBiiiyMaBxnxinxfixpxittXBfei  ̂ did n ot intend to XBittMJitsxtb8mdiiyaaa  

go t o japan and that they were remaining at Tule un t i l  i t  was

sa fe  to re locate or u n t i l  /  they f e l t  capable of dec id ing whether to 

remain in th is  country of go to Japan. StwhxiuinxbfcAliwSB Timfosrmetfcarfce 

iPiSx taxmxirnphat̂ taS f l p y n 1B$3f sj^xXJ^3*#*55

Hi, x tx&dsx feols a mb «x me e*  tmfem x eat mi haub x mill x crJ mfc h* mxHtdmJ a# mxm xm

MqB%ee%ftgcQonecoflcfch®co$<ScdfiVs«®$|a3i3|§cwegec6fe6§ed ft,

, j  �� i vuiw amivi ;  i s  mens ra 1/jrthat some of I t  should be remembered that th is  ana lys is  i s  & H9

* *  01de r ^ ^ n . l he pr , s s ur ‘

„ O u & C ^ T W f ^ n & s c a m e  to *t> * » • » ! ■  * « h  ho in ten t ion  of

'  P/- 6 ^  * .  fence u n t r
return ing to Japan

l t e  lhe course of the nor indicated * fair* teas  whioh country would make 

a more s a t i s fa c to r y  future home. Both BnBtaos p i c t ur e s ,  that of the

»tfcdmxnfoafcmkawfasms» a t t i t u d e s  of the old inhab itsh ts  and that of the newcomers 

are somewhat exaggeratedly  the major d i f fe ren ces  having been ove r -emphas l e d . 

The bulk of the t®xnsfianxeiB t r^ns fer res  were not as m i l i t a n t ,  arrogant  

and pro-Japanese as the Tuleans paint them; the bulk of the Tuleanswere 

not as m eek , /  sp in e less  and pro-American as the segregees i n s i s t .
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Very t y p i o a l  of the a t t i t u d e  of the o ld  Tule an p o pu la t ion  are the

fo l low ing^«»  verbatim sta tements/  £tes nf n*Bfenwai«i made by an in te l l igen t

n i se i  g ir 1» who k»»k wftxmx mprlxjysnb; caarntxib!mkiainnMiioiibym^wkiixiit 6» bx nssiKtni»mx

f̂eic&kftxfcii&x&Rx was convinced ifef the f o o l i s h ne s s  of combating the Adminis- 
and,  a f t e r  the i n c id e n t ,

t r o t  ion,  weaafex re tu rn e d  to  work as s oon as she cou id .xndnadxfaifcrA/rathactixnx 

sham*andmtoerflcmftfeieraadamhadrrK rbKmyisx fceeuaraxtiSft*dm She showed no concern over 

kHurmBEuatfea being s e e n  w i th  a Caucas ian ,  thamwtfiafcs:®^ «n*nx and even 

walked thought the camp w i th  the w r i t e r ,  sta4i«@)mSjBkeiyme«a8ixm*m*iaxftto 

s t a t i n g  nonchh len t ly ,  "They c a l l  us inus anyway.%■  Such unconoern toward 

be ing  seen ta lk in g  to  a Caucasian was o r d i n a r i l y  shown on ly  by 

" a g i t a t o r s "  of 3SWSBhx*twbHWcnkhacbxtiheiy e s ta b l i sh e d  s t a t u r e .

What the old Tule rake was, i t ' s  never going to be a g a i n .  Then 
the re  were people from s t r e e  s t a t e s  he re , Washington, C a l i f o rn ia  and 
Oregon. We got along we H  . . . gut now. . .

WE found out r i g h t  o f f  t h a t  the segregees who came from other
c e n t e r s  were je a lo u s  of the old Tu£ ana -  t h a t  they had h igher  c o s i t i o n s .  
They wanted to  take t ha t ' over • Somebody came into  the Community 
Act iv i t  ie s of f  ice and broke the ch a i r s  and t yp e w r i t e r s .  We were supposed 
to be se rv ing  the peop le .  They ( the segregees)  d i d n' t  give us a change.

"The people who came in had one o b je c t :  to crush t hi s  camp and
make a new one,  gut the Old Tu leans i n te r f e  red w ith  t h a t . "  l /

At a l a t e r  in te rv iew  the same informant s a id :

"They sa id  we Tuleans were s o f t  and g o o d - fo r -n o th ing . "  2 /

Du-ring a con v e rsa t io n  w i th  fou r  n i s e i  g i r l s ,  two of whom were Old

Tuleans and two t ransferees of the same convioti^ns as the old Tuleans,

a n i s e i  woman in h4r t h i r t i e s ,  who had been very  a ct  ive dm c fete p o l i t i c a l l y

in the oen te r  which she had l e f t  f o r  Tule J u k i ,  remarked:

"The Tuleans here were the old T imers. The s t r a n g e rs  who came
t c o n su l t  w i th  the o ld  T imers .  Th&y were going t

«/ »j

me in  
o c o n t ro l  the camp

, was p resen t  a t  t h i s  t a l k  and added

3-f
They d idn  t like the idea of . the old Tuleans having a l l  the key

jo b s  e i t h e r

1 /  i b i d . ,  Aug. 17, p .  4 .  
£ /  ib id  . , S e p t .  14, p .  2

i 1 ¿¿M v l° ‘ f -
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The a t t i tu d e  of these young women toward expa t r ia t ion  is  i n t e r e s t i n g .

P” admitted that she did not want to return to Japan.* However, she 

exp la ined at considerable length her ©pprehention toward her fu ture in  

the United S ta tes  should she decide to r e l o c a te .  If she or her husband 

b e l ieved  they could re locate with secu r i t y ,  i t  ’4s very l i k e l y  that they  

would be glad to  leave Tule pake, " l " did not express her opinion on 

r e p a t r i a t i o n  spdnfeaneously. A f te r  she and the wr i ter  had become wel l 

acqudinted, the wr i ter  ventured to ask her ,  f,Do you r e a l l y  want to go 

back to Japan?" " l " thought for a mo me nt and then s a id ,  "We' l l ,  we've 

taken out repa t r ia t ion . "

As th is  conversat ion cont inued, Mrs. "p" admitted that od nd i t ions at 

Tuie lake were not id ea l ,  but concluded:

"After a l l ,  t h i s  is war and we can’ t expect luxury."

" b" another old Tulean n i s e i  g i r l  added j /  with a»x4x$Hxenote of offended 
community pr ide:

"The f i r s t  thing that st ruck  me funny: the peooie from the other 
cen te r s  came in here and expected luxury. They said the la t r i n e s  were 
bad, the food was bad, the housing w$s bad: everything was bad."

Mrs. "p" then pointed out the f a l l a c y  between the adopt ion o f  a 

s t o i c  Japanese a t t i tu d e  and these complaints^ admitt ing,  however, that

x Höf cpfld» mi m* toiyxisaip: fcfctryma tea m4tay® 4ma mdm» mxnfex fa» mg mx tea mitrofcsx
§̂g)aJQmx mSbs mx tohwyms ta»m4räxt®* m» ri^»msm*»x gsomi fax mxwiimiiirpMx faBmacmt nytfai ir* mx

I
she h e rse l f  did not t hink everyth ing was afe i t  should be at Tu le Lake or ' 

the other c e n te r s ,  for that matter,  and that i t  was probably the fa u l t  of 

the loca l  Admin is t ra t ions .

"Fundamentally, they say they are loya l  and w^nt to go back to Japan. 
Then they should be w i l l i n g  to go through he 11 to get the re .  We were told 
what the camp was l ike before we came here.

" i  f e e l  that  Washington is trying to do the r ight  thing by us but 
that  o f ten  we* re not ge t t ing  what we should be from there (the lo c a l 
A dm in is t ra t ion ) .  I " fe l t  that from the beginn ing, e ven the f i r s t  camp I 
went i n t o .  Even i f  they get only f ive  cents  a day (i n  g ra f t )  from each of 
us -  why, they ’ l l  be m i l l i o n a i r e s .

"When we f i r s t  came i n  here the food was 0. K."

The two old Tulean g i r l s  p resen t  remarked tha t  before s eg reg a t io n *
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"h0n �� �� 	� ��� � � ��� � � �������� � the "food �� �� been te r r ib le . "  

segregat ion  i t  had imcroved. �/

�����r
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ppre hams ion she

ea S t a /es  KtaBnxB/ttxrœtewâtaacà should

she or h®» husband wire of fe ri  d seo

be ¿lad to leave Tule

The a 11 itj
33

ng w ornan - itrJPebcMMnxn  
i n te rest  ina.

;®K83C ggtmittf d that she d û  /not wa^t to re t i r  n to Japan »ut went

in to  conf ide rab i l  length to ex/1©

m aiut went

'e I f L toward

she f e e  ide

, i i l  is

ce . " L 1ex trem ely  like ly  th a t tj

/  J*****0000
mMjhs,m iS in p r ^ ^ w i^ n 'h e ix d m turn d id  jhofc e x p resfs her a t / i t u d e  spon taneous ly

/  I /  / /  /
Awter fehe had jthe w r ite r  had beconw very f r /e n d ly  the w r i te r  ventured 

!o ask h e r, 11 do, y o / re a l ly  want tq  go b a g / to  Japan |"  She thou /n t for 

lorr.ent w ^ r<l,iiwrw »' »■ ■ ■ J uT T alf w rn tf - r rp nl r
old Tulean

Another e x c e l le n t  exp ress ion  of a t t i t u d e s  came from a n is e i 

g i r l  "E" , who a9»DxhaBX«x is employed in the high school o f f i c e , 

" e " did not ex h ib i t  as muoh xammmx«s®&n£toxirhBWBH§Xffi#B«®xa8

pre jud ice against  the s e g r e g e e s a s  " l " or "p" and made a de l iberate

e f f o r t  to spsnkx express h e r s e l f  o b j e c t i v e l y .

"You know what I thought .  I* thought th is  would be a peaoefu l  camp. 
I thought that since * itwwas a camp of »11 people going back to 
Japan,we'd have .the same combinat ion. But due to ceople with  s e l f i s h 

* reasons ,  they made r i o t s .  Those people were qs ie t back home . But 
having nothing to do, they made trouble here .

" i  was d isappoin ted,  I expected a d i f f e re n t  spifcit and l i v in g  
p e a c e fu l .  . .

"Being a Tulean, we f e l t  that they were miking i t  tough for u s .
We had nothing ( l i k e  the tr ouble) .before they  came in .

" i  guess we were a l l  employed and had the best jobs a nd they didn' t 
l i ke  that e i ther . "  l /

An e l d e r l y  isse i  woman gave her opinion of the t rans fe rees 

without mincing any words/ .  Hfflsnxfcata«in«nfcx Her remarkes could not be 

taken down verbatim and are reproduced from memory:

"Before "these people" osme^ here,  everything was qu i e t .  Every�
thing went f i n e .  But when these people from Gila Poston, Jerome and 
Topaz came in ,  a l l  they could ta lk  about was how f ine th ings had been , 
where they came from. In the re loca t ion  camps the food was be t te r }

l /  i b i d . ,  S ep t .  19, p .  2 .
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there they had nice houses,  or they had f ine  white bath tubs.  Things 
®t Tule tftke ( they sa id )  were no good. These newcomers, f a l l  they do is 
t a l k ,  ta lk  t a l k .

The trouble in camp was a l l  made by a few people* If  the Tule 
I Inkers say anthing the o thers say they are ’/  i k uj i n a s h i /  ( s p i n e l e s s ) , 
i  So they don 't  say any th ing .  They don't want Trouble .-----

"The way these few trouble-makers behave is not true Yamato Damashi.
The per® n who r e a l l y  a c t s  according to Yamato Damashi mak7r¥ I7s 'n f -------
low and does not t a l k / . ------------------------

The informabt added with unusual frankness:

_ The people in Tule r^ke think they w i l l  s tay  in  Tule lake and 
maybe go back to japan a f te r  the war. Maybe they w in  s tay in th is 
country .  But some of the people who oame in ,  they want to go back 
r igh t  away. A l l  t h e y  do is t a lk ,  t a l k ,  ta lk . "  l /

had
How large, a proport ion of the isse i  old Tule Take populat ion

111,1 * simi lar a t t i tude  is  impossible to say.  That a considerable

number of  the n i s e i  were not an th u s ia s t i c  over expatr ia t ing, there
were

can be no doubt.  N a tu ra l ly ,  such sent iments xx* ra re ly  expressed

before Caucasians. &£KX ^Mmx&̂ mxmymxmxmgmxüpsmmmarayetóMKmfclMmkoxmálixifc x

aifflxaxtmunx - " k . ,M.f a young g i r l  employed in the hosp i ta l  as a nurses*

a ide was determined to  re loca te  and x e & Q f t x j n g g l x f oH c a s r s w x

Afexifiilflx intended to remain in Tule Lake only u n t i l  the time when a

nursing school lExtnh* would accept h er .  She expressed concern over the

Í W i m a k * mahindamkEBlmbt*mxaaxx unfr ieddly  treatment whioh had been

accorded some re loca t ing  n i s e i ,  but obv ious ly  fe It that l i f e  in the

United S ta tes  was the lesser  of two e v i l s .  She exp la ined f rank ly  that

she had d e l i b e r a t e l y  remained at fu le  t*kf because fehe did not want to

leave the camp at se grega.t ic>nr time and had used the simple expedient of

re fus ing  to xeig&sto r e g i s t e r  $ or the M i l i ta ry  r e g i s t r a t i o n .  She added that

she thought her hearing had been s i l l y  and that t h b̂ oa ld  members had been

rude, 2 /  • - :  ̂ ... p ; h , .. ,

"K, M." was even more a n t i - p a th e t i c  to the newsomers thati the

"nise i  g i r l s  quoted p rev ious ly .  When asked to describe her f i r s t

1 /  i b i d . ,  Sept .  27,  1944, p .  2 . 
i b i d . ,  Aug. 17, 1944, p .  �.
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reac t ion  to the t r a nsfe rees ,  she sa id ;

m “The f i r s t  thing that happened to me was that one of my uniforms was 
f s t o l e n / /  (her nurses ’ a id e  uniform). It was s to len r igh t  o f f  the  
/  l ine from my back porch. That never happened before.  . .

" i  th ink  they ( t ra n s fe rees )  oame here with a chip on their  
shoulder s •

Eight  a f ter  they came we had a welcome dance and the kibe i  came and 
to ld  the peop!e to go home . Everything was supposed to be Japanese, they 
sa i d .

’When they arr ived they broke down b u i ld in gs ,  busted w a l l s ,  2>tui3Pt 
Aug. <¿4-1. a nd b u i l t  bon f i res  and went around shouting bi&bbl ’ Banza i . ’ ” l /

auu&tnKdixra»mx &K K M & p J l M M M ' d X X

This young woman, who l ived in a block which was predominantly 

old Tulean appeared to have a p a r t i cu la r l y  ac t ive  grudge against the 

t rans feree kibe i  boys.  She s ta ted  that she hated .themj they were 

t rouble-makers; they were a-iways goose-stepping around ( i n  the ir  

Japanese e x e r c i s e s ) /  e s r l y  in the morning and waking her upjmthey 

made l i f e  miserable for the n ise i  because there were s o  many more k ibe i 

than n ise i  in camp and the n i s e i  could do nothing abott i t .  She 

recounted an incident  which occurred at one of the f i r s t  block meetings 

she at tended.  An absent-minded man, who was not l i st e n in g  or did not 

understand the issue unde r d i s c u s s io n ,  applauded out of turn . Immediately  

the tough boys saydj "Let’ s get that guy a f te r  the meet ing , ” The man 

■ 17-1* had to sneak out q u ie t l y  to escape a bea t in g.  2 /



XÓm V’ 5

h e r e  a t  T u le  i M e ?  The d e m a p d j to  rem ove tdra l o y a l e  o u t  o f

The u n e l a b o r a t e d  f a c t o r s  l i s t e d  a b o v e , t o  w h ic h  many l e ss

I m p o r ta n t  a t t i t u d e s  c o u ld  be a d d ed  I f  d a t a  w ere  m ore a b u n d a n t ,

l a i d  th e  f o u n d a t i o n  f o r  th e  ^ s o c i o l o g i c a l  e x p l o s i o n o f  l a t e
LrtC^k *

O c to b e r  a n d  N o v e m b er^  The r a p i d  m o u n t in g  o f  f u r y  e ng e n d e re d  

w hen a c c i d e n t a l  e v e n t s  a d d ed  p r o f o u n d  e m o t io n a l  r e se n tm e n ts

I n  f a c t ,  t h e  N a t i o n a l  D i r e c t o r  o f  YiRA b e l i e v e d  t h a t  T u ie "  L ake

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w as s t i l l  e n d e a v o r in g  t o  s e t t l e  th e  m o s t p r e s s �

i n g  p r e l i m i n a r y  p ro b le m s  o f  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  n e c e s s i t at e d  by  t h i s  

v a s t  a n d  h u r r i e d  i n f l u x  o f  g r o u p s  f ro m  m any c e n t e r s when I t  

w as o v e rw h e lm ed  by  t h e  p h e n o m e n a l ly  r a p i d  r i s e  o f  a p r e s s u r e

g ro u p  w i t h i n  th e  cam p, The f a r ia  s t r i k e  o c c u r r e d  le so  th a n  th r e e
OAA/vnX -fcjut

w eeks a f t e r  th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e^ in ii iN * *  o fy v s e g reg e e s ,

MS., pp . 7 -9 .

t o  t i l l s  a l r e a d y  im p r e s s i v e  a c c u m u la t io nt i o n ,  s t r a i n e d ^ s e l f - c o n t r o l

F o r  t h i s  m a n i f e s t a t i o n ,

o
w o u ld  be  th e  m o s t p e a c e f u l  o f  th e  c e n t e r s .  M o re o v e r, th e

% i n d  an d  q u o te ,  i f  p o s s i b l e ,  D$ M y er’ s  s ta t e m e n t

 ̂
1



An a t te m p t  w as made by  D r. O p le r  an d  a few  o t h e r  m em bers 

o f  th e  A p p o in te d  -P e rso n n e l t o  s e t  up  a  b o d y  o f  s t af f  m em b ers, 

th e  A d v is o ry  C o u n c i l  t o  a s s i s t  i n  th e  i n i t i a t i o n  o f some k in d  

o f  c o lo n y  o r g a n i z a t i o n .

MB e fo re  th e  a c c i d e n t  we w ere  d i c k e r i n g  w i th  B e s t  on 
c o lo n y  o r g a n i z a t i o n . ” !

N o th in g  c o n c r e te  w as a c c o m p l is h e d  a n d  t h i s  c o n te m p la te d  

body  w as sw e p t away by  th e  im p a c t  o f  in d e p e n d e n t  o rg a n i z a t i o n  

f ro m  w i t h i n  th e  c o lo n y .  I t  w as r e - e s t a b l i s h e d ,  h o w ev e r , a 

m on th  a f t e r  th e  p r o c la m a t io n  o f  M a r t i a l  Law a n d  w as l a t e r  t o  

p l a y  an  im p o r ta n t  p a r t  i n  th e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  an d  e s t ab l i s h m e n t  

o f  a  g ro u p  o f  J a p a n e s e ,  who a t te m p te d  to  b r i n g  th e  camp b a c k  

to  w h a t w as te rm e d  "n o rm a lc y "  an d  c o o p e r a te  w i th  the  A d m in is �

t r a t i o n .

THSxTHREA i&NKD CQAj
lULjpp ����� ir -n y  r 1 r  - ,num-»• —  ' 1 ■  ���

s u p p o se d  /bo�

l t  warfc r e s o l v e d  s u c c e s s f u l ? g iv e n  de

b u t  I / w i l l  g e t / t h e in  e v e n t u a l l y / ^  T a k a h a s h i ,  1

K a l/member y ftid  im p o rt an ������� l e a d e r ,  i s  re t e d  t o  h a v e

a /  im p o r ta n t  p a r t . )

3-Nq t e s . M a r , , P .  59
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n ego t ia t ions  and outcome was described by a member of the committee 

which negot ia ted  with the rep resen ta t i ves  of the Admin ist ra t ion as 

f  o 1 low s :

"That happened about ten days a f t e r  I came here from Topaz. I heard 
there was a coa l  str ike because I was a member of the Planning Board, Then 
Mr . Akiysrna, Mr. T»kada (who are both now in S»n44 Fe ) and Mr, Yamanaka, 
of block 14 came to see me. They to ld  me there was a grievance among 
the coa l d r ive rs  and they wished me to t ry  to iron out the g r ievance ,
Mr. Sa i to  and Mr. Id'emoto were foremen and they a lso  came.

stI wanted to know the dope. They said there were some Japanese 
r e s t i n g  when the car of co a l  arr ived here ,  ^bx®am r̂JS®Mymiiroi It (the  
weather) was r e a l l y  hot then.  Then one of the Caucasians came and 
sa id  sa id ,  'You are ge t t ing  paid $16,00 a month and I don't  wr>nt to  
see you loa f ing  on your job and res t ing  l ike t h i s . '

"The Japanese sa id the food they were rece iv ing  wa s poor and that 
the work was too tough. The Caucasian stated that the food d id not 
concern him and that h i s  ch ie f  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  was to see that they a l l 
w or ked,

"Now the coa l  workers bad had a contract with  the Administrat ion  
prior to t h i s  in c iden t .  The boys wanted the cond i t ions  to be the same as 
the contract signed by the Japanese and the Caucasians p rev ious ly .
They s ta ted  that they had one hour of laundry to do each 'day and that 
at te'n o 'c lo ck  they had a l i t t l e  chow time and at 2:30 another snack. 
They wanted to go bock on the same b a s i s .

"The Caucasian/ said f l a t l y  that there was no committment and 
that  i t  didn’ t concern him. They had to  work at a] i  t imes, whether or 
n o t ,  or he'd f i r e  them beoause there were so many on the l i s t  to get 
j  obs .

"So Mr. Ma ye da (Head of Civic Organizat ions) Mr. Akijrama, Mr.
Takata and I went to  see Mr. Smith. We conferred for two, three days 
and at  las t  agreed to hove the workers on the same b es is  as the previous 
oont r a c t •

"About 16 were f i r ed  on that day, so we wanted them to be returned 
w ith  f u l l  pay,a nd that was agreed upon. \ /

i / “" ib id ��"Sept • 29 ,  1944, p .  3 .


