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REPORT ON DEMOCRACY IN ACTION

150 l et ter s , l a tel y  sent to the War Department by individuals and 
famil ies in  and about Pasadena, promise temporary homes, aid in  
finding employment, and a sp i r i t  o f  genuine fr iendship when the 
Government permits J apanese<Americans to return to the West Coast«

These l et ter s promise 50 jobs and 125 homes, temporary or  pexmanent, 
to our fom er  neighbors« A small informal group, tr ying an in ter est�
ing socia l  experiment, sampled the sentiment in  one important C al i for �

nia community; 150 let ter s were the response* G oodwill, inar t icu late 
and underground, i s  thus r i s i n g to the surface* The plan was simple 

and should succeed in  other  communities*

But —  everywhere there i s  community feel ing to be mended, vicious 

l egi s l a t i on  to be defeated, many urgent jobs ca l l i n g for  attention  
from real  fr iends o f  the real  America* What i s  your community doing?

The Pasadena group welcomes a chance to work and share exper iences 
with others who would help preserve the democracy at home for  which 
we fi gh t  abroad* We are w r iting you in  the hope that you may en l i st  
in  th is en terpr ise. We w i l l  gladly fbrnish suggestions i f  you w i l l  

communicate with

FRIENDS OF THE AMERICAN WAY

for  the Committee
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SCRAPS FROM THE MAIL BAG

"I  am a student at P .J .C . and bel ieve I  express the sentiment of  many of  the students 
when I  say we would be more than w i l l i n g to have our fel low <students o f  J apanese 
ancestry again in our midst* We are sending our school paper out to them each week; 
we car ry on a personal correspondence and keep the l i fe< l i n es  o f  fr iendship open and 
now feel  we can help our fr iends in  th ei r  readjustment and r ein tegration  in to a nor�
mal pattern o f  l i f e . ”

"My husband, a publ ic accountant, i s  very busy and could plan h is work so that a for �
mer evacuee who has had train ing in  accounting could have fu l l  or  part time woric."

"I  shal l  be glad to provide l i v in g quarters in  my home for  any of  the 
family of  P oston, A r izona, and for  any of  the _ _ _ _ _  family# also or
P oston, while they seek employment. This l et ter  i s  w r itten  by one from whose home 
have gone two men into the ser v ice. I  should be ashamed to face them on th ei r  return 
had I  not fought here for  those same r ights for  which they are figh ting away from 
home."

"By profession  I  am a gardener and we need ihe J apanese gardeners back to help us 
th is very minute. We gardeners who are l e f t  are meeting the shortage the best we 
can but are met dai ly with fr an t ic pleas for  help. M ost home<owners would be w i l l �
ing to h ire a loyal  ci t i zen  of  J apanese ancestry."

"We shal l  be glad to enter tain  Mr. and M rs. of  Manzanar in  our home
while they are seeking employment. We w i l l  then turn the house over  to them, as i t  
belongs to th ei r  oldest son, now relocated in  Chicago."

" I t  has been our in tention  for  some time to take in to our home, Mr. and M rs. ,
former ly of  Pasadena. This i s an elder ly couple, but the lady i s s t i l l  capable ot  
doing dress<making and has many former customers longing for  her  return. She could 
work in  our home and there would be no problems ei ther  financial  or  from our neigh�
bor s."

"I  shal l  be happy to assi st  them with my fr iendship and active good w i l l  to become 
reestabl ished. I  shal l  be glad to help them find employment by any means within 
my power, expecial ly by helping my fr iends and neighbors to r ea l i ze the value of  
th ei r  services and also to express appreciation of  th ei r  loyal ty to our land which 
i s  also th ei r s."

"I t  i s  our r espon sibi l i ty to be w i l l in g to demonstrate our convictions through our 
way of  l i f e . . .  We would l i k e to do our part by having a young J apanese g i r l  l i ve 
with us and woric for  us while attending sch ool ."

"As a group of  neighbors we would l i k e to of fer  h osp i ta l i ty to individuals or  fam�
i l i e s  of  J apanese ancestry and w i l l  do a l l  we can to fa ci l i t a t e th ei r  adjustment. 
We feel  we represent the feel ing of other  famil ies in  th is area."

"I  am interested to provide home and shel ter , food and employment for  one family, and 
would welcome J apanese fr iends and neighbors. They are an asset to a consnunity. I  
have found them honest, industr ious, and dependable."

"I  should l i k e to go on record as being w i l l i n g and eager to employ from 20 to 25 
former J apanese P aci fi c Coast residents in  my factor y ."
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150 l et ter s , l a tel y  sent to the War Department by individuals and 

famil ies i n  and about Pasadena, promise temporary homes, aid in  
finding employment, end a sp i r i t  o f  genuine fr iendship when the 
Government permits J apanese—Americans to return to the West Coast«

These l et ter s promise 50 jobs and 125 homes, temporary or  permanent, 
to our former neighbors« A small informal group, tr ying an in ter est�
ing socia l  experiment, sampled the sentiment in  one important C al i for �

nia community; 150 l et ter s were the response« Goodwil l , in ar t icu late 
and underground, i s  thus r i s i n g to the sur face« The plan was simple 

and should succeed in  other  communities«

But —  everywhere there i s  coirmunity feel ing t o be mended, vioious 
l egi s l a t i on  to be defeated, many urgent jobs ca l l i n g for  attention  
from r eal  fr iends o f  the real  America« What i s  your community doing?

The Pasadena group welcomes a chance to work and share exper iences 
with others who would help preserve the d emocracy at home for  which 
we fi gh t  abroad« We are w r iting you in  the hope that you may en l i st  
in  th is enterpr ise« We w i l l  gladly fam ish  suggestions i f  you w i l l  

communicate with
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SCRAPS FROM THE MAIL BAG

”1 am a student at P .J .C . and bdl ieve I  express the sentiment of  many of  the students 
when I  say we would be more than w i l l i n g to have our fel low <students o f  J apanese 

ancestry again in our midst* We are sending our school paper out to them each week; 
we car ry on a personal correspondence and keep the l i fe< l i n es  o f  fr iendship open and 

now feel  we can help our fr iends in  th ei r  readjustment and r ein tegration  in to a nor < 

mal pattern o f  l i f e . ”

"My husband, a publ ic accountant, i s  very busy and could plan h is work so that a for �
mer evacuee who has had train ing in  accounting could have fu l l  or  part time work*"

"I  shal l  be glad to provide l i v in g quarters in  my home for  any of  the 
family of  P oston, A rizona, and for  any o f  the family, also of
P oston, while they seek employment* This l et ter  i s  w r i tten  by one from whose home 
have gone two men in to the service* I  should be ashamed to face them on th ei r  return 

had I  not fought here for  those same r ights for  which they are figh ting away from 
home*”

"By profession  I  am a gardener and we need the J apanese gardeners baok to help us 
th is very minute* We gardeners who are l e f t  are meeting the shortage the best we 
can but are met dai ly w ith fr an t i c pleas for  help. M ost home<owners would be w i l l �
ing to h ire a loyal  ci t i zen  of  J apanese ancestry.”

"We shal l  be glad to enter tain  Mr* and Mrs* ' of  Manzanar in  our home
while they are seeking employment. We w i l l  tken turn the house over  to them, as i t  
belongs to th ei r  oldest son, now relocated in  Chicago."

" I t  has been our in tention  for  same time to take in to our home, Mr* and M rs. ,
former ly of  Pasadena* This i s an elder ly couple, but <the lady is s t i l l  capable � ��� 
doing dress<making and has many former customers longing for  her return* She could 
work in  our home and there would be no problems ei ther  financial  or  from our neigh�

bor s."

"I  shal l  be happy to assi st  them with my fr iendship and active good w i l l  to become 
reestabl ished. I  shal l  be glad to help them find employment by any means within 
my power, expecial ly by helping my fr iends and neighbors to r ea l i ze the value of  
th ei r  services and also to express appreciation of  th ei r  loyal ty to our land which 
i s  also th ei r s."

" I t  i s  our r espon sibi l i ty to be w i l l in g to demonstrate our convictions through our 
way of  l i f e . . .  We would l i k e to do our part by having a young J apanese g i r l  l i ve 
with us and work for  us while attending school*”

"As a group of  neighbors we would l i k e to of fer  h osp i ta l i ty  to individuals or  fam�
i l i e s  of  J apanese ancestry and w i l l  do a l l  we can to fa ci l i t a t e th ei r  adjustment. 
We feel  we represent the feel ing of  other  famil ies in  th is area*"

”1 am interested to provide home and shel ter , food and employment for  one family, and 
would welcome J apanese fr iends and neighbors. They are an asset to a comnunity. I  
have found them honest, industr ious, and dependable*"

"I  should l i k e to go on record as being w i l l i n g and eager to employ from 20 to 25 
former J apanese P aci fi c Coast residents in  my factory*"
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We hold the view that an overwhelming major ity of  Americans, including 
many thousands in C al i forn ia and West Coast S tates, want American 
ci t i zen s of  J apanese ancestry to get a "square deal" <  want them 
treated as a l l  other Americans. C ertain groups motivated by sordid 
sel fi sh  in ter est , cer tain  organizations with fa l se notions of  patr iot �
ism and dangerous n at ion al i st i c sp i r i t , and s t i l l  other groups with 
F ascist tendencies determined f i r s t  to force the mass evacuation and 
now work to keep these people from thei r  West Coast homes. The evidence 
i s  that thei r  propaganda works a d i st in ct  disser vice to our country 
at th is cr i t i ca l  time when i t  i s  necessary to show A sia that we have 
the capacity and the w i l l  to be good neighbors.

We hold the view that i t  i s  high time that a l l  churches, synagogues, 
educational in st i tu t ion s, and many other organizations make thei r  
posi t ion  emphatically clear  and demand fa i r  play toward J apanese 
Americans and a l l  other r acial  m inor i t ies. A few organizations have 
done th i s . Their stand has been h elpfu l . We are convinced that what 
i s needed ju st  now i s  for  hundreds, perhaps thousands, of  tru ly 
patr i ot i c bodies to make publ ic in every possible way resolutions or 
statements favor ing the release of  evacuees to locate in  the West 
Coast States or  elsewhere as they may desi r e. The small FBI l i s t  of  
disloyal  and suspects are, of  course, to be detained.

E nclosed are what we consider  sound reasons for  the action proposed 
in  paragraph two. P lease give them carefu l  consideration and use them 
in  discussion . This communication i s a sincere and earnest appeal to 
you to take th is v i t a l  matter up very quick ly with the organizations 
with which you are a f f i l i a ted , to urge favorable action , and to give 
such action  the widest possible pu bl i ci ty . May we receive copies of  
such statements or resolutions so that those on our mailing l i s t  may 
be encouraged by your action?

B eatr ice M.
Wm. C. Carr 
K atherine Fanning 
Gertrude K lause 
J erome W. MacNair 
Mary MacNair 
Margaret S . M oritz

M rs.A.D. Nance 
H erbert N icholson 
Leonard Oechsli 
A l ice L . Pearson 
E sther 3. Rhoads 
Gale Seaman 
Gladys Weaver

S incerely yours,
FRIENDS OF THE AMERICAN WAY 

Carr

P .S . <  P ersonal l et ter s to the secretar ies of  War and I n ter ior  w i l l  
be helpfu l , too.
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7) Those foster ing race discr imination and hatred are bl ind or 
w i l l fu l l y  indi ffer en t to a l l  that i s  involved in  goodwil l  and 
fr iendly relations with a b i l l i on  people across the P aci fi c Ocean < 
highly important even in  trade with that h a l f of  the world. "Too 
few, however, r eal i ze what per sisten t and effect i ve use J apan has 
been able to make, throughout the entire Far E ast, of  U .S. imprison�
ment of  persons of  J apanese descent."(FORTUNE) Thus we prolong the 
war and make insecure the coming peace.

8) While race bai ter s and shrewd, unpr incipled pol i t i ci an s are 
cr i t i ci z i n g and damning the F ederal Government (through WRA and 
the Department of  I n ter ior ), we should openly and vigorously 
support these agencies. This i s  especial ly true now that Secretary 
I ckes has so bravely declared in San F rancisco that the WRA w i l l  
not "under my ju r i sd i ct i on  . . .  be stampeded into undemocratic, 
best ia l , inhuman action  and w i l l  not be converted into an instrument 
of  revenge or r acial  war fare." He concluded with, "I  hope that the 
clamor of  those few among you who are screaming that the situation 
should be resolved on the basis of  prejudice and hate w i l l  soon be 
overwhelmed by the stern remonstrances of  those among you <  an over�
whelming major ity <  who bel ieve in  fa i r  play and decency, C hr istian i ty, 
in the pr inciples of  America, in the C onstitution of  the United S tates." 
By group resolution and by personal l et ter s to Secretary of  War, Henry L . 
Stimson, and to Mr. I ckes l et  us, in the name of  common decency, ask for  
the evacuees the immediate restoration of  a l l  c i v i l  r ights including
the basic one of  returning to thei r  West Coast homes.

FRIENDS OF THE AMERICAN WAY

1360 West Colorado Street 
Pasadena 2, C al i forn ia



305 K ensington P lace 
Pasadena 3, C al i fornia 
November 17, 1944

Dear F r iend:

As long as 110,000 persons are exi led from thei r  West 

Coast homes, "work on thei r  behal f i s needed in every com�

munity •

Since the Army has given permission for  some evacuees 

to return on an individual  case basis, we should work for  

such return of others whi le we continue to press for  removal 

of the exclusion order .

In consider ing the return of an individual , the Army 
checks the avai l abi l i ty of a job, l i v i n g quarters, and 
fr iends to work for  ¡community acceptance. L etters should 
therefore be written to Major General Charles H. Bonesteel , 

The P residio, Sc<n F rancisco, offer i ng jobs, homes, and 
fr iendship. Evacuees should be encouraged to apply for  per �
mission to return. N isei  in the Army should be heartened 
by l et ter s from home<town fr iends tel l i n g of speci fi c steps 
being taken for  the homecoming of those dearest to these men 

and women. Community good w i l l  needs to be cul tivated in 
pulpi t , platform, press and re& io; pr inted mater iel  needs 
di str ibut ion ; social  action groups and other community orga�

nizations need to ê i nci ted to act ion; pol i t i ci an s must be 

shown that i t  i s pol i t i ca l  suicide to pi t  race against race.

Such work i s greatly faci l i ta ted by the formation of 
a ci t i zen s ’ committee for  this speci f i c purpose. Has your 

community such a group? I f  not, w i l l  you help form one?

The opposi tion is wel l  organized. I f  you nre within a 25 
mile radius, one of our members w i l l  meet with your group 
upon request. I n ny case, we shal l  be pleased to cor res�
pond and to furnish mater ial . P lease l et  us hear from you.

C or dial l y,

THE FRIENDS OF THE AMERICAN WAY
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Dear F r iend:

���� � ���	������ � ���� 

Pasadena 3, Cal i fornia 

March 6, 1945

Since February 1944 some of us have been organized to give active expression 
to a concern thst our J apanese American fr iends and neighbors be permitted to return 

to thei r  homes in our community.

We cal led ourselves the F riends of the American Way because our concept of  

America demands that we promote a r ea l i st i c democracy in which the people gear 

themselves into action. Only by making thei r  voices heard can they overcome the 
influence of we 11*organized sel f i sh  in ter ests. We a l l  know that the great evi l s 

of our time have come to pass as a r esu l t, not of a few demoniac characters who 

dominate the world, but rather of the indolence of the "people of good wi l l '* .

I n J anuary the mi l i tary author i t ies terminated the exclusion order  and some 
of our fr iends have now begun to return. I t has been a pleasure to greet them, 
but we should be deluding ourselves i f  we considered our work completed. The 

sudden chaos and financial  ruin which the evacuation order imposed three, years 
ago were further  aggravated by long, pr ofi t l ess months in the relocation centers, 
so that today these evacuees, although free to return to the Coast, are in grave 
need of assistance in obtaining housing and employment.

Cooperative' organized ef for t  i s needed in every community to br ing about the 

acceptance of  members of th i s group in th6i r  former communities. Showing fr iend�
l i ness to evacuees from your community by l et ter s, and by providing temporary

things, affect i ng the total  West Coast pi cture, need to be done. We urge you to 
do your part with others in your community in the fol lowing pr ojects:
(I n order  to uni fy our ef for t s may we request thst you send us a copy of  the 

l et ter s you write to the indicated agencies?)

job* and house<finding effor ts

a) by statements in the l ocal  press
b) by use of  pamphlets such as "Wardens of Understanding*  ̂published 

by the P aci f i c Coast Erench of  the East and tf$st A ssociation,

17 E . C ar i l l o S tr eet, Santa F arbara)
c) by promoting favorable mentian of  the subject in pulpi ts and in 

publ ic meetings.
2) Urge the federal  government to take fu l l  r esponsibi l i ty for  assi st ing 

returnees in matters of  jobs and housing.(Wr i te di r ect l y to the P resident)
3) Urge the N ational  Housing A uthor i ty, Washington, D.C. to provide cr i t i ca l l y  

needed housing for  ALL West Coast r aci a l  minor i ty groups, including J apanese
4) Urge members of  Congress to establ i sh a Claims Commission to reimburse 

those who suffered losses due to evacuation.

May we send inqui r ies from evacuees about your community to you! I t  would 

be helpful  to us to know what your community i s doing for  returnees.

housing and help in finding jobs and permanent housing, is very helpfu l . Other

1) Create and extend community fr i endl i ness, essential  to the success of

C ordial ly,
FRIENDS <OF THE AMERICAN WAY 

E ducation Committee

,-*
Hugh H. And£rsojft> Chairman 

Margaret M oritz Walter Godfrey
Harold Alexander Afton D. Nance
Gertrude K lause K atherine Fanning
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