


144 E 24 Street  
New York 10 NY

November 1, 1945

Committee on American Principles and Pair Play  
2234 Telegraph Avenue  
Berkeley 4, California.

Gentlemen:

Won't you be good enough to send me one copy each of  
your pamphlets, as follows:

--A BALANCE SHEET ON JAPANESE EVACUATION
by Galen Fisher

-- AMERICAN FIGHTING MEN SPEAK OUT.

I enclose a stamped self-addressed envelope, and sha ll  
be glad to remit any charge for the pamphlets if you  
will advise me.

Thanking you for your courteous attention, I am

Enel



November 5, 1045

Mr* GrUurua Frey 
144 £• 24 Street 
Hew York 10, Hew York

Dear Mr* Frey i

under separate cover X have sent you, today, 
material pertaining to the work of the. Committee an d 
other informative materiel distributed by the Commi ttee, 
which you may find interesting*

If we can be of any father assistance • please 
do not hesitate to call on as* There la no charge, for  
the material*

Very sincerely yours,

Constance Halilday  
Secretary
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November 1, 1945

Dear Miss Halliday:

I am returning your report with many, many thanks* The manus- 

script is finally ready after several revisions* I used your material 

rather freely, quoting therefrom. I hope you do not  mind seeing your 

name here and there. The book will be out in the fi rst part of 1946 

under the title of “Beyond Prejudice“- “A Story of the Church and 

Japanese Americans •" The Friendship in New fork is  the publisher.

Very sincerely yours,

Toru MatsumotOj
Director, Committee on Resettlement 
of Japanese Américans

Miss ConstancejHaa&iday^ySecretary 

c/o Committee on American Principles and Fair Play 

Headquarters: Room 203, 465 California Street 

San Francisco 4, California
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November 1, 1945

Mrs, Ruth W. Kingman  
Chairman, pro-tern
Organizing Committee of California  
Committee on American Principles  

& Fair Play
Room 203, 465 California Street  
San Francisco 4, California

Dear Mrs, Kingman:

This will acknowledge your  
form letter of 0ct# 25, wherein you  
ask that the Committee consider the  
By-Laws of your organization and for�
ward any suggestions to you before  
November 15.

This matter was considered  
by the Committee at its meeting on  
Wednesday, October 31, and it was de�
cided that such action did not come  
within the province of the Mayor*s  
Committee•

Very truly yours,

Eneas J /  Kane  
Public Service Assistant  

to the Mayor

EJK:MK
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November X r  1945

Pacific Coast Committee on American Principles and Fair Play 
Alta Vista Building 
2287 Telegraph Avenue 
Berkeley, California

Gentlemen*

You will please take notice that the month-to-month  

tenancy under which you occupy space, to wit, Room 215 ,

in that certain building located on the northeast c orner of 

Telegraph Avenue and Bancroft Way in the City of Be rkeley, 

County of Alameda, State of California, commonly kn own as the 

Alta Vista Building, is by this notice terminated, effective 

as of December 51, 1945, and you are hereby notifie d to 

remove from said space and to surrender possession thereof 

not later than December 31, 1945.

Very truly yours,

THE REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY 0? CALIFORNIA

By

Secretary



�� � � "�+�,�&� )� � �� � � - , . /� " &. � * � )� � �0 ( . � )", . 0 �

��"1 � ( � * � 2 3� �0 ( . � )", . 0

��� 	 � � � � �� � � �	 �� � � � �

�	��	��������� ��	����	�

November '2^1945

Pacific Coast Committee on American Principles and Pair Play 
Alta Vista Building,
2287 Telegraph Avenue,
Berkeley, California

Gentlemens

For the purpose of adding to the grounds of the Uni versity 
of California, The Regents of the University of Cal ifornia, through 
condemnation proceedings, has acquired title to, an d now owns, the 
land on the northeast corner of Telegraph Avenue an d Bancroft Way in 
the City of Berkeley, County of Alameda, State of C alifornia, and 
the building located thereon, commonly known as the  Alta Vista 
Building.

To make this land available for university uses, it  is 
intended to tear down the building immediately afte r the first of 
1946. It is also necessary to wreck the building be cause it is 
unsafe. In this connection, the Building Inspector of the City of 
Berkeley has written the prior owner as follows:

nAt this time we regret to inform you that the 
above five story wood frame building, which is owne d 
and maintained by you, is in a dangerous and unsafe  
condition and unfit for occupancy. Owing to the 
hazardous condition of this building, it must be 
demolished.’1

Although with this letter you have been handed a fo rmal 
notice terminating your tenancy as of December 51, 1945, you are 
advised that your occupancy of the building after N ovember 1, 1945 
will be solely at your own risk, and that The Regen ts of the Univer�
sity of California will not be responsible after th at date for death 
or any injury to you, or damage to any of your prop erty because of 
the unsafe condition of the building. Accordingly, you are urged 
to vacate the building at the earliest possible dat e. No rental 
other than what may have been paid the prior owner will be charged 
you, or accepted from you, for the period commencin g November 1, 1945.

Very truly yours,

THE REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

Secretary
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Nov 4,1945
Mrs* nuth w. Kingman,Chairman
Committee on American principles and Fair Play
465 Calif. St.
San Francisco,4,Calif.

Dear Mrs. Kingman:
Correspondence for the Mountain View Council  

for Civic Unity has been addressed to me • Out of tow n business  
Interests keep me away from Mountain view most of t he time, so £  
request that you address correspondence to either or b oth  

nev. Robert H. Boswell
748 Mercy St. Mountain View  

Kenneth K. Slater
620 Calif. St. Mountain view

Both these gentlemen are active in the mountain view Council,which  
is doing good work.

Sincerely,

L

�

y

�
I t i
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Mr. Maurice E# Harrison
111 Sutter Street
San Francisco 4, California-

Dear Mr* Harrison:

You may hero noticed in the Chronicle'of Sunday, 
November 4, on page 9 the item entitled *’8, F, Acc edes 
to Protest By Legion” , which I enclose herewith* It  
seems to Professor Paul Taylor, Vice-Chairman, end 
myself, that lit would be especially appropriate if  
you, as Chelrraem of the Advisory Board» were to write 
a letter to some official of the Southern Pacific, 
expressing regret, that it should have t a Icon thi s 
action in deference to a protest from a single grou p, 
the American Legion, and pointing out that the Comp any 
makes itself liable to receiving similar protests 
against other groups sudh as Mexicans, Irish, etc. and 
that it is manifestly an un-American procedure#

You Trill, of ‘t ^ r s © , be free to phrase it in any 
way that seeess to you appropriate#

Sincerely yours,

Galen M# Fisher

GHFiCch
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Constance Ha Ili day 
Secretary■

P.8, lino enclosed is a bill fro» the Allen's Press  Clipping  
Etireeu# Since Mrs. Kingnnn is away would you please  
take care of it.
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COMMITTEE ON AMERICAN PRINCIPLES AND FAIR PLAY 

Room 203, ��� California Street, Sen Fran cisco, 4.

c.c.: Mrs. McWilliams 
Mrs. Kingman

November 6, 1945

Dr. J. C. Geiger 
Director of Public Health 
Sen Francisco, California

Dear Dr. Geiger:

Please accept the heartfelt thanks 
of this Committee for your prompt end 
efficient response to the request made 
by Mrs. Robert McWilliams on behalf of 
the Committee in regard to the improve�
ment of facilities in the Buddhist Hostel 
for resettling evacuees of Japanese ances�
try. I feel sure the management of the 
hostel end its residents would wish to 
join in thanking you.

Such cordial cooperation by a 

municipal department is most gratifying 
and reflects credit upon Mayor Lapham as 
well as on yourself*

Sincerely yours,

Galen M. Fisher
For the Executive Committee

GiFiams
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c/o Miss F. Burnett  
MacDougal Alley  
New ïorjK, N7 Ï.

Dear Ruth:

Tne enolo8ea is a copy of a memorandum submitted by t nis offiœ  
to Saburo Kido or wnat we feel to be tne top priori ty problems nere  
on tne West üoast and wnicn nave, as w e n ,  a national b earing.

A copy of this nas also been sent to our Eastern repre sentative,  
Peter Aoitl. It may be possible, I understand, tnat Dr.  T. T. Yatabe,  
our Midwest Office representative, w i n  be on nand t o speait of tne  
West üoast problems from a personal visit wnicn ne ma ne some time ago.

One of tne problems wnicn I nave not pointed out particula rly is  
tne need of some arrangement witn tne Federal Public housing  Autnority  
transmitted by a directive to tne local public nousing  aurnont ies to  
enable returnees to secure public housing. 'X'nose wh o have been living-  
in hostels and witn friends are not eligible for publi c housing unless  
they are tne distressed heads of the families or a war vet eran. Surejy ,  
it would seem tnat Japanese Americans, displaced by war, shou ld obtain  
consideration in procuring war housing unaer tne Fed eral Public housing  
Autnority.

My best wishes to you for a pleasant trip ana a successru i conrer-
ence,
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COMMITTEE ON AMERICAN PRINCIPLES AND FAIR PLAY  

Room 203, 465 California Street, San Francisco, 4.

November 7, 1945*

Mrs« Robert McWilliams, 
901 California Street,
San Francisco, California*

Dear Mrs« McWilliamsi

I was delighted to receive your 
report on the work done so promptly by 
Dr# Geiger# As you will see, I have written 
him a letter of thanks#

It is a great pleasure to be able 
to turn to someone like yourself who knows 
how to get things done quickly and well*

Sincerely yours.

Galen M# Fisher

GMF/kB
encl*

oc Mrs* Kingman
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Mr* A» T. Mercier,  
President,
Southern Pacific Company,  
65 Market Street,
San Francisco, California.
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My dear Mr. Merciers

The Committee on American Principles  
and Fair Pl&y has asked me to express its regret tha t  
the Southern Pacific Company, as reported in the San  
Francisco Chronicle of November 4, has acceded to a  
protest of a local post of the American Legion by  
removing Japanese employees from Shingle Springs in  
SI Dorado County# It appears from the company*s  
statement that the workingmen in question had been  
certified to be loyal by the government and the in�
ference from the statement is that they have lost  
their employment because of local racial prejudice.
If the company*s example is followed by other employ�
ers, it will mean that workingmen of particular ance s�
try, whether Oriental or Mexican or Irish, are in  
peril of losing their positions whenever an aggress ive  
local group expresses their racial antipathy. Such  
a result would in our opinion be deplorable. We  
realise the problem presented in some isolated com�
munities where law enforcement officers are not  
willing or able to protect oitlzens against the  
attacks of organized hoodlums: but in California  
both the Governor and the Attorney General have ex�
pressed their desire to preserve law and order in  
situations of this kind* We hope that the Southern  
Pacific Company will feel free in the future to re�
sist demands for the discharge of its employees on  
the ground that they belong to a particular race.

MEHiFH

Yours very truly,

\sr\

Chairman,
Committee on American Principles  

and Fair Play,
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C O P Y

SOUTHERN PACIFIC COMPANY 
65 Market St,,

San Francisco 5.

D.J.Russell  
Vice President

November 9, 1945

Mr. Maurice E. Harrison, Chairman,
Pacific Coast Committee on American Principles  

and Fair Play,
465 California Street,

San Francisco 4, California,

Dear Mr. Harrison:

In Mr. Mercier's absence in the east I am acknowledg ing your  

letter to him of November 8th regarding recent newsp aper dispatches  

dealing with the protests against the employment by t his Company of  

Japanese workers at Shingle Springs in El Dorado Coun ty,

It should be pointed out that in former instances when  the War  

Relocation Authority sent Japanese labor to us the Autho rity not only  

certified as to the loyalty and character of the Japa nese so furnished,  

but prior to such action also determined whether thei r presence would  

be acceptable to the community to which they were to  be assigned. The  

incident at Shingle Springs arose because of the fail ure of the Authority  

to investigate the attitude of the community. This was p articularly  

unfortunate as it subsequently developed that no Japa nese had worked in  

El Dorado County prior to the war and the difficulty came  about because  

of the failure of the Authority to appreciate this situati on.

As omr need for labor of this class is urgent at many  places, I  

authorized the transfer of these men to another location w here their  

services could be promptly utilized.

Yours truly,

(Signed) D. J. Russell
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Committee on American Principles and Fair Play 
Room 203
465 California Street 
San Francisco, California

Gentlemen:

Reference is made to the information submitted for use as to 
whether contributions made to you are deductible in  the income tax 
returns of donors«

Before this matter may be properly determined, you are requested 
to furnish this office with specimen copies of prin ted matter sold 
by you, copies of letters sent in furtherance of yo ur purposes to the 
various legislators or administrative officers of C ity, State or 
Federal governments and copies of speeches made by your officers and 
members•

The data requested should be furnished not later th an thirty 
days from the date of this letter, reference being made to the 
symbols IT;P;T:1-RET.

Very truly yours,

Norman Cann

Deputy Commissioner 

By
cT

Chief of Section
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November 9, 1945«

Mr* A* T* Mero!erI  
President,
Southern Pacific Company,  
65 Market Street,
San Francisco, California*

My dear Mr, Merciers
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This is by way of supplement and Claris  
fication of my letter of yesterday, with respect to  
the removal of Japanese employees of the company in  
El Dorado County*
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The letter referred to the possibility  
that the company may have had in mind the danger of  
violence against these employees and deficiencies i n  
law enforcement* There was of course nothing in  
the company’s published statement to indicate that  
this was the ground of the protest made in the parti�
cular case* We have no reason, therefore, to believe  
that the protestants —  the members of the local post  
of the American Legion —  suggested, or even had in  
mind, any such possibility of violence or did more  
than express their opposition to the continued emplo y�
ment* But the company, in reaching its decision and  
Issuing its statement, had to consider all elements  
of the situation, including reports of past violenc e,  
and it seemed difficult to believe that it would de�
cide on a policy of discharging employees of a parti �
cular race merely because members of a community had  
expressed sentiments of antipathy toward the race,  
or unless it apprehended some serious result from  
continuing the employment# It was for this reason  
that I called to your attention the considerations  
which seemed to be involved and which caused us to  
express our regret at the company’s decision* Ihare  
may be a real danger that in our natural revulsion  
at the methods of our enemies during the war, we may  
tend to forget that our army was made up of many  
races, including many soldiers of Japanese ancestry ,

���! #�;1+�)!� �)�+�3%�1+8�+ � #�=1)%�1�!133 #��2�#1; ��#�1+; )3#/�NG��������������������	 ���!������" � "#$%



Mr. A. T# Mercier 2

all of whom contributed to our victory, and that we  
may thus lose sight to some extent of our American  
ideals of fair play as between persons of different  
racial origin* It is because of our interest in  
problems of this kind that we have ventured to give  
you our views on a question of employment which  
would ordinarily be of no concern to those outside  
the company*

Yours very truly,

Chairman,
Committee on American Principles  

and Pair Play*

MEHsFH



077-4

0
P

Y  SOUTHERN PACIF IC C O M P A N Y

65 M a r k e t  St., San F ranc i sco  5

D. J. R u sse l l  N o v e m b e r  10, 1945
Vice P res iden t

Mr. Maur i ce  E. Har r i son ,  Cha i rman,
Pac i f i c  Coas t  Commi t t ee  on Amer i c a n  
P r i nc ip les  and  Fai r  Play,

465 C a l i f o r n i a  Street,
San F ranc i sco  4, Ca l i fo rn ia .

Dear  Mr. Har r i son?

Y o u r  f u r t he r  l e t t e r  of N o v e m b e r  9 th  r e g a r d i n g  emp lo ymen t  

o f  Japanese w o r ke rs  on our  l ine in  El Do ra d o  County ,  c rossed  

m y  r e p l y  of that  date to you r  f i r s t  l e t t e r  o f  the 8 th.

I th ink  m y  l e t t e r  of  the 9 th  c la r i f i es  the s i t ua t i o n  i n �

sofar  as we  are concerned.  Y o u  w i l l  note, of course , tha t  "we 

d id  no t  d i scha rge  the Japanese in quest ion,  bu t  sen t them to 

a n o the r  l o c a t i o n  whe re  we h a d  n e e d  for  the i r  serv ic es.

Yours  ve r y  truly,

D. J. Russe l l



November 10, 194-5
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The Reverend G. E. Harms,
First Baptist Church,
Auburn, California*

My dear Mr. Harass

All of us who are interested in keeping America  

a r?la.ad of the free* are very much pleased to see in  

the public press the position of leadership which you  

and the members of your Church and the family of Orrin  

Lowell have taken in support of law and order by rais�

ing funds for the restoration of the home of Sgt. Cosmo  

Sakamoto, which was burned down by hoodlums. What you  

and your associates are doing to protect the rights  

of American citizens, regardless of their racial ori gin  

should set a far-reaching example of true patriotism*



466 Start California Street 
Pasadena 5» California 
November 10# 1945

Sea* William 2* Hansen
President Council of Seeial Agencies
25 South Euclid
Pasadena

Dear Mrs* Hanseni

Our executive committee in reviewing the questionna ires 
was greatly pleased that so many constructive sugge stions came 
to you# proof that many thinking people are aware o f Pasadena 
problems relating to minorities* It was also gratif ying that 
so many suggested that now it was time to add a cit izen of 
Japanese descent to the Interracial Commission* Wo believe# also# 
that good will come out of the study that 35 organizations made 

in answering the questions*

We noted# however# that »any did not know the perso nnel of 
the Commission nor have much idea of what it had be en tryingto 
do* Even though it seems wise to keep the activitie s quiet# I 
believe it would be wise to let the public knew tha t such a rep�
resentative group is at work. Of course you have do ne this in 
the fine bit of education insending out the questionnaires*

The many suggestions made for enlarging the Commiss ion 
��� ���� � � � ��	itw work may possibly end tho method of work “  up*
� the ether hand the fact that these suggestions wer e made «•«" *» 
rows that there la a naad in this community for a l arger Jtha
itUpt to seek facts as to racial tensions and Probl em. and then maketha

ommunity aware of them. It seemed to us to W t a  M U ' S g  
niarttsmexst of the present set-up and mere publici ty in it® _ .. ̂
« “^ f s a t i o n .  If ySu will refer to my latter to Dr. B lake of Oetobor 4th

ou will find embodied our suggestions along this li no*

From the growing int.rost among groups of r o e  
ho large meeting a week ago at Lincoln School at wh ich it was rotod to 
irganiso to work along this lino, it scorns to ua t hat *°®“
iuch a now organisation and wo hop# Tory much that it will bo 1 d by 
,eople who will work construotiwaly and with a long  time P ^ y .  g * J  the 

ixpcrience ac,uired by tho ^erracial  Commission ^

nest holpful in planning for ouoh an organisation ^  ”
■ hstber it could bo sot up under tho Council of Soc ial Agencies

ccooplishedf

With appreciation for what the Commission has alraa dy

Sincerely years#



:



Mr. G a l e n  F i s h e r

0 RINPA.
California

Dear Sir:

We are writing to you in connection with the very difficult  
problem arising from the renunciation of our United States 
nationality. We feel that you have been informed of the  situation 
which has arisen from this problem and we hope that your  under�
standing of our problem in this center may assist us in the contest�
ing of the test case.

During the months of January, February and March of th is year, 
The Department of Justice under Mr. John Burling condu cted a mass 
renunciation hearing of our United States nationality . We feel that 
you have been informed by various sources of the gre at number of 
applicants who signified their intentions of renoun cing their alle�
giance to this country. However, the great majority of those persons 
who resorted to such action are conscious of the fact t hat it was 
not their own wish but they went through this mechanical  process of 
being heard by the hearing officer, as there was. a stat e of duress 
in existence in this center. These individuals who realized  that 
they were under such state have written numerous le tters to Mr.
Edward J. Ennis, Director of the Alien Enemy Control Unit, request�
ing that they withdraw the approval received on their renu nciation of 
their citizenship. We know for a fact that it is very un fortunate 
that so many citizens of Japanese ancestry have for esaken their 
allegiance to this country but we. feel that the Justi ce Department, 
as well as the whole governments attitude toward the  Japanese 
people, was responsible toward our taking such drasti c action. The 
Justice Department permitted a very small minopity^ gr oup to obtain 
a stranglehold on the general populace of this Center. Thi s group 
was originally called the Sokoku K'enkyu Dan and they h ad the motive 
of requesting resegregation of all persons wishing to  return to 
Japan. This organization outbranched into a semi-militar istic 
organization called the Hoshi Dan, and they proceeded  to utilize 
the usual fascistic methods of coercion and intimidat ion to spread 
falsified rumors to increase their membership* Thus, this group 
had a great influence in creating an atmosphere of d uress in this 
center during the renunciation hearing. It is very regretful that 
the Justice Department, realizing this situation, procee ded to con�
duct the hearings in this center. In other words, it was an open 
invitation to the public in an unfree society to ren ounce their 
allegiance to this country.

We feel’that there should have been in the renunciation law a  
provision whereby the hearing be conducted after a c ertain lapse of 
time from the date the actual application has been filed so as to 
provide a cooling-off period. If such a precaution had been taken 
in the enactment of the law, we feel that many individuals would
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have  had g rea te r  oppo r t u n i t y  to t h ink  on a ra t i o n a l  basis.  Du r i ng  
the r e n u n c i a t i o n  hear ings ,  the A rmy  I n te l l i gence  g r oup  were  con �
du c t i n g  the i r  he a r i n g s  and were  d i s t r i b u t i n g  the ex c l u s i o n  o rders  
to a l l  the ma le  res iden ts .  Th is  a lso  had a tendency  to agg rava te  
the s i t ua t i on  and gave f u r the r  m a t e r i a l  for  p r o p a g a n d a  purposes .
The m o n t h s  of January ,  F e b r u a r y  and M a r c h  of th is y ea r  have  been 
v e r y  b l a c k  for  a l l  pe rsons  of J a p a n e s e  ances t r y  r es i d i n g  in th is  
country ;  as upon the l i f t i ng  of the e x c lus i on  o rde r  the r a c e - b a i t e r s  
on the West  Coas t  began  the i r  v i c i ous  campa ign  to i n t im ida te  the 
N i se i  f r o m  re tu rn i ng  to the i r  f o rmer  homes. The  inc iden ts  as those 
w i t n e s s e d  at H o o d  R iver ,  the d y n a m i t i n g  and the a rs on  cases in 
C a l i f o r n i a  r ea l l y  m a d e  the p i c t u re  p i t c h - b l a c k  fo r  the fu tu re  of 
the N i s e i s  in this count ry .

A lso  dur ing  this p e r i o d  there  were  cons tan t  rumors  fu rn i shed  
by  the S ta te  D e p a r tmen t  as to the p o s s i b i l i t y  of ex change  of the 
J a p a n e s e  and A m e r i c a n  na t iona ls .  Thus, in a n o t h e r  w ord, the i nd i v i �
dua ls  res id ing  in th is  cen te r  we r e  fo rced  into a s i t ua t i on  w h e r e b y  
they  fe l t  that th is  was  the on ly  w ay  out. We T e e l  t hat  the p rob lems  
a r i s i n g  f rom our r e n u n c i a t i o n  of the U n i t e d  S ta tes  n a t i o n a l i t y  have  
been  m o t i v a t e d  by the U n i t e d  S ta tes  G o v e r n m e n t ’s po l i c y  of  e v a c u a t �
ing a l l  pe rsons  of Japanese  a n c e s t r y  f rom the West  Coast .  W i t h  such 
a s i tuat ion,  we fee l  that there  wou ld  not  have  been  a s ing le  case 
of r e n u n c i a t i o n  of t he  Un i ted  S ta tes  na t i o n a l i t y  by  pe rsons  of 
Ja p a n e s e  ances t r y  in this count ry .  In v i e w  of the f act  that  we are 
c o n s c ious  of the p r e v a i l i ng  s i tuat ion ,  we are a t tem p t i ng  to o rgan ize  
our  de fense  commi t tee  to b r ing  f o r t h  th is s i t u a t i o n  in f ron t  of the 
g e n e r a l  A m e r i can  pub l ic .  We sha l l  cha l l enge  th is  is sue w i t h  the 
ad m i n i s t r a t i v e  b ranch  of t he -gove rnmen t  as t h e y ’hav e  t ransg ressed  
upo n  our  c i v i l  r ight.

We fee l  that  y ou  are in a posit ion' to unde r s t a n d  o u r  p r o b l e m  
v e r y  fu l l y  and  we are t a k i ng  th is  m e a n s  of c o r r e s po nd ing  w i t h  you  
so that y o u  in tu rn  m a y  unde rs tand  our  s i t ua t i on  an d  i n f o r m  the 
g e n e r a l  A m e r i c a n  publ ic .  We are enc los ing  h e r e w i t h  the c l i pp ing  
f r o m  the ’’Pac i f i c  C i t i z e n ” da ted  S e p t e m b e r  22��� T945 ,  in r e g a r d  to- 
the s to ry  beh ind  the Tu le  Lake  segregee.  Th is  a r t i c l e  w i l l  r ea l l y  
i nd ica te  the p ro b l e m s  wh i ch  the pe rsons  of J a p a n e s e  a n c es t r y  had  to 
endure.  We hope y o u  w i l l  und e r s t a n d  our  p r o b l e m s  fu l l y  and  lend  us 
fu l l  suppor t  to the p e n d i n g  s i tuat ion.



Or inda* Calif.  
Hovenber S4# 194$

Ur MÌmfVki  T&festaya  
Befense Coiisaittee  
260$ X>
Kewell, Calif*

Bear Mr. "aketayu:

tour letier M  Kosetóber H # 194$ together *«dth  
MJf* Sunanaka*« statement beare beasi reeeived* The y selce aa impressile  
presenbablon of thè case* As you 2now# net only I pe rsonally* but  
aary of ny assoolafces on this Ccrasilttee, tare fully con rinced of thè  
Injustioe #f  thè threatened deporbatien cf irany of thè r enunci suste, 
and ve bei fere that rehearinga, «dth all possiti* s afeguarda, should  
be offered te tìnte eho desire thaa*

You M  rigfctly ebreesed th© prìncipi© èf éuress, 
rhìeh 1 underatand le UÌo»3y te be thè only peeelble baile far any  
rotearinga end for rsvere&X of tte verdiot* X alee understaud that  
thè ^epartaant of Juatìce le prooeeding en thè assumpti on that iene  
rehearing s may be granfced* Bov far thl* propose! hae been advaneed,
I de net know, and you ehould net p^t i i lés  tble possibilità, solely  
an sy etatesimt, oine© X did not gain thè informatica directly firea 
any Government eource*

X b®lieve that ©verything praotioable end vie# hae  
been done by persene liioe myself in behalf of rehe aringe* New yen  
and all of uè must amlt  action by thè ^epartnent of  «fastioo* X aa  
confida �#� ihefe tte Attorney General le eesBdtted te ae liberal  aa  
interpretatlon of thè law as to renunolabion ae «il i be approved by  
thè Coorte*

Please aceept sy tteafce for ycwr strong coonnunlca*  
ticn, and be aesured of my syjspathy fbr thoae «¿¿g aeted under duress*

Steoerely youre

Oalen M. Pisher
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November 15, 1945

Dear Mrs* Kingman:

You will reoall that at the National Conference on Japanese Americans 
the delegatee authorized the executive committee to  draft a letter addressed 
to the President of the Chited States* She draft is  ready and two copies 
are enclosed.

She understanding was that each organisation should  have absolute 
freedom to endorse it or reject it, but should noti fy the Committee on 
Resettlement within ten days of the receipt of this  letter of any notion 
taken.

for the sake of uniformity, it is suggested that ea oh organisation 
approving the letter authorise a responsible person  to attach his signature 
in its behalf. If approved, it is requested that on e copy, signed, be 
returned, and the second retained for your file.

In case your organisation is unable to take action in ten days, please 
present the letter to your next official meeting, a nd indicate when we may 
aspect to hear from you regarding this letter.

Thank you very ouch.

Sincerely yours,

Tpru Matsumoto, Director 
> Committee on Resettlement of

Japanese Americans

Pacific Coast Committee on American Principles and Fair play 
Mrs. Ruth W. Kingman, Executive Secretary 
2287 Telegram Avenue 
Berkeley 4, California



NATIONAL CONEEHEHCE OH j apahese  aher icahs

BSRAPT

Hon. Harry S. Truman 
The White House 
Washington, B. O.

Bear Mr. President*

We address you in behalf of the Japanese minority i n our country 

evacuated from the Pacific Coast defense area in th e early months of the 

war with Japan as a measure of military security. I t would appear now from 

the record that the fears then expressed that a sub stantial portion of this 

minority was disloyal were wholly without foundatio n. Ho case of espionage 

or sabatoge occurred. Thousands volunteered for the  armed forces and 

thousands more were drafted and served with great d istinction on the battle** 

fields of Europe.

It would appear, therefore, that so unprecedented a n evacuation on 

purely racial grounds was not in the event justifie d by the fears of disloyal 

activities. Yet to thousands of our loyal citizens grave injustices have 

been done, and the entire social and economic life of a whole group of 

people long resident among us has been uprooted.

Since the relocation procedures went into effect in  October, 1942, a 

substantial number of those evacuated have resettle d away from the Pacific 

Coast and are making their way successfully in Amer ican life. But thousands 

returning to the Coast, now that the centers are be ing closed by Becember 15, 

1945, are confronted with serious problems in secur ing housing, employment 

and assistance in re-establishing self-support.



2

Moved by the urgency of these problems» a national Confer once on 

Japanese .Americans was held in New York on Novezrb er 8th, attended by 65 

representatives of 40 national organisations engage d in aiding in one way 

or another the people of Japanese ancestry in reest ablishing themselves* 

!Ehe conference was called together by the Committe e on Besettlenient of 

Japanese Americans of the Home Missions Council of North America*

As a result of its deliberations» the conference de sires to request 

you to take the following action. Ihe organizations  officially endorsing 

this request are represented by the signers. Beprse entatives of other 

organizations present were in entire agreement but their official action 

has not reached us within the short time following the conference*

We requests

1* UJhat you authorize by executive order the creat ion of a special 

agency within the Department of the Interior to con tinue the necessary 

federal services to the evacuees after the War Relo cation Authority goes 

out of existence next June. Our experience has show n that the several 

federal departments concerned with housing, social security and employment 

require coordination of their work in relation to t his particular minority, 

whose problems are distinct and for whom the govern ment has a peculiar 

responsibility, since the problems were created by the evacuation*

3* That you recommend to the Congress procedure for the con sideration  

of the legitimate indemnity claims of this minority, whos e property losses  

as a result of the forced evacuation were enormous. Ihey we re obliged to  

sell property at a fraction of its value or lease or rent i t at nominal  

figures. Confusion reigned under the pressure of the army' s orders for  

speedy internment and many lost land, buildings, and mov able goods



altogether. Since this was a war measure, it is cle arly the responsibility 

of the federal government to make proper restitutio n. These war claims 

certainly have as strong a moral justification as o thers recognized by the 

government. But there is no way of meeting them wit hout Congressional 

appropriations out of which the federal courts may meet That they find to 

be legitimate charges against the government.

3, That the Department of Justice be requested to a dopt a policy in 

the deportation to Japan of interned aliens and of those who renounced 

their citizenship not more onerous than that alread y in effect for Gorman 

enemy aliens. That policy, we understand, provides for the deportation 

only of those who were leaders in pro-Axis organiza tions or who were other�

wise actively pro-Axis. Consideration should also b e given to the fact 

that many of the aliens have American-born children , some of whom have 

served honorably in our armed forces. Such families  should not be broken 

up. These humane considerations, we understand, obt ain in the case of 

German aliens and they should equally obtain with t he Japanese. All aliens 

who desire to remain in the Ghited States and conce rning whom there is no 

convincing record of disloyalty should be given hea rings.

We trust, Mr. President, that these requests will h ave your consideration 

with appropriate instructions to the administrative  departments and with a 

request to Congress for consideration of the claims . We speak as American 

citizens concerned for justice to a minority which is the victim of war�

time and other prejudices and Those integration in American life is a 

necessary obligation of our democracy*

We are, with great respect,

Sincerely yours,

George A. Wieland, Chairman 
National Conference on 
Japanese Americans
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November 21, 1945

To the Delegates of the National 
Conference on Japanese Americans

Dear Friends:

Since my letter to you of November 15, 1945, my att ention 
has been called to an error both in that letter and  also in the 
draft of the letter to the President*

Will you please correct the second paragraph on pag e two 
to read as follows:

"As a result of their deliberations, the members of  the 
conference desire to request you to take the follow ing action* 
Their names are attached h©roundet, representing th eir personal 
endorsement of this letter to you»"

X trust that this elears up the confusion* X shall deeply 
appreciate hearing from you soon*

Sineoroly yoursf

Toru Mateumoto, Director 
Committee on Resettlement 
of Japanese Americans
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November 15, 1945

Mrs* Ruth W* Kingman  
Executive Secretary  
Committee on American  
Principles and Fair Play  
2234 Telegraph Avenue  
Berkeley 4, California

Dear Mrs* Kingman:

We are sorry there has been this delay in reporting to  
you on your request for the assignment of Captain Mas ao Yamada  
to your oommittee by the War Department for a West Coast speak�

ing tour*

The matter was taken up with the War Department immed i�
ately, but since the speoial assignment was to be made to a pri�
vate agency, considerable delay ensued before consent for th e 

assignment wss obtained*

Now, with permission granted, we are informed today  
that Captain Yamada has been reassigned to overseas duty,  and  
is already in the Pacific area, so that it will be i mpossible  
for him to be given any special detail*

Those things will happen every now and then*

Sincerely,

Chief, Reports Division



November 8, 1945
\ i¡¡

r

Speakers* Branch  
War Department  
Room 2086$
Pentagon Building  
Washington 25* 0« C*

Gentlemens

Thia will confirm /our telephone conversation of th is  
date with Mr* B&nkson of our office,  concerning assignment of  
Captain kasao Yamada, 0521875 to the Committee on A merican  
Principle a and Pair Play, for a speaking tour with in the area  
of the ninth Service Command*

Since Captain Yamada was attached to the 442nd* Inf antry  
Combat Regiment* composed of Japanese American sold iers, and is  
himself a Nisei, we feel that he would render inval uable service  
in creating good public relations on the West Coast * in connection  
with the resettlement of Nisei soldiers, their fami lies and other  
Japanese Americans*

Captain Yamada is presently stationed at Ordnance B arracks  
6835* Camp Beale* California* Be has informed us th at he is  
willing and eager to accept an assignment to the ab ove named  
committee* and to engage in the proposed speaking t our*

We would appreciate having him assigned for a perio d of 30  
days* beginning as soon as ths assignment can be ma de after this  
date* We would like to have him report to Bra* Ruth  W. Kingman*  
executive Secretary* Committee on American Principl es and Pair  
Play* 2234 Telegraph Avenue, Berkeley 4* California *

As in the case of the several other Army officers w ho havs  
been assigned to WRa , Captain Yamada* e Travel Authorisation should  
cover the Ninth Service Command and should cover hi s transportation  
expenses and per diem* We would like to have a copy  of his orders  
to complete our files*

We appreciate the fine cooperation which the Speake rs* Branch  
has always given this office.

Sincerely,

cç : / mtMrs. Ruth Kingman \
Exec.Secy,Committee on American Principxesn^ g. To flier

and Fair Play 
2254 Telegraph Avenue  
Berkeley, California

Chief, Reports Division



G A L M  M. FISH ER 
11 El Sueno  

Ori ndo, Cali forni a

November 16, 1945

Dear George:

I was glad to have yours of the 12th, and fully agree wi th  
you on Ralph Merritt’s fine character and insight.

What the agencies around Los Angeles are doing is admirable, -  
I mean for the resettlers.

As to the Nisei at Tule Lake, much has been done, especially  
in direct contact or letters to Atty. Gen. Clark and Mr. Ennis at Wa sh�
ington. Mrs. Kingman was there conferring with them and seve ral others  
in power only last week. Then from here, letters and telegrams from a  
few men of influence have helped to bring assurance that some rehearing  
process will be instituted. But we have been asked not  to publicize  
this. The only loophole in the law appears to be that the renuncia nts  
were under duress and that their renunciation was void. I  believe, as  
you do, that such duress was present, and have several times pressed  
the point, in connection with petitions for reconsideration, and others  
more influential, have done the same.

Another instance of how direct dealing with those in auth ority  
works (after your own technique in trouble-shooting) has been the ex�
change of letters with the President of the Southern Pacific Company  
about the discharge of some Japanese track workers in Eldora do Co. in  
deference to a protest of the local American Legion. This h appened only  
last week, and the eminent member of the Fair Play Committee w ho wrote  
the letters said that the Company had decided not to give in to the  
Legion.

In the incident of Sgt. Sakamoto’s house being burnt, and the  
contributions for rebuilding it, the Fair Play Comn ittee instigated  
scores of letters of commendation to the Auburn citizens and church  
members who started the fund, and helped swell it by  gifts from other  
parts of the State.

Hollis Wilbur has asked me for more copies of my October  
24th article in the Century, but I have none, and had not thought  it  
worth multiplying. Similar articles of mine appeared als o in Common  
Sense for November and Far E. Survey for September 26th. I ’ll discuss  
multigraphing the Centuiy article.

cc: Dr. George Gleason  
139 No. Broadway  
Los Angeles 12,  
California

Thank you for writing.  

As Ever

Galen M. Fisher,



November 16, 194-5

Reverend G.E* Karras 
First Baptist Church  
Auburn, California

Bear Reverend Harass

Please accept my commendation for being vocal in  
your disapproval of the offenses against returning  
Americans of Japanese ancestry, end for being pract ical  
in taxing a collection to help the victims financia lly  
to repair unwarranted damage done them* Accompanyin g 
this letter is a small check  to add to the fund*

I see the action of your church not only as a "prot est  
by church people against lawless forces", but as a  
positive support for the principles of democracy as  
expressed in our Declaration of Independence, and f or  
the ©quality of American citizens regardless of anc estry

four© very truly,

JHR Cf ��������������

C#C*s the Family of Grrin Lowell  
Mr* Homer D* Crotty  
Mr* Faul S* Taylor
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Mrs. Rath W. Kingman 
Executive Secretary 
Pacific Coast Committee on

American Principles � Fairplay 
2289 Telegraph Avenue 
Berkeley 4, California

Dear Mrs. Kingman!

In connection with the discussion at the National 
Conference on Japanese Americans held in New York C ity on November 
8, I think you smy be interested in the enclosed ex cerpt from a 
letter whieh we have received recently from Dr. J. C. Reagan. Dr. 
Reagan was the Student Relocation Council at the Gi la River Reloca�
tion Center in Rivers, Arizona.

Today I have received a copy of the splendid letter  
to President Truman drafted by the Executive Commit tee from the 
National Conference on Japanese Americans. On Tuesd ay of next 
week I will have an opportunity to present it to Jo hn Thomas, the 
present Chairman of NJASRC. I sincerely hope he wil l authorize a 
signature from the Student Relocation Council.

May I tell you again how very much I enjoyed your 
presentation at the New York meeting. I heartily en dorse the work 
which your committee is doing on the West Coast and  realize how 
much of this work is due to your fine leadership. A t your conven�
ience , I would welcome suggestions from you regard ing the work of 
student relocation.

Sincerely yours.

AMGrtlws

Enclosure! Excerpt
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Excerpt from Dr. J. C. Heagan’s letter of November 7, 1945 to 
Ann U. Greybill. Beceived 11/13/45

There are several things which should be done, and 
perhaps you are in a position to pass the suggestio n on to 
where it might get results. The old people, though usually 
provided for with admirable filial piety by their s ons and 
daughters, sometimes find themselves helpless and a lone.
There should be a home for them, I should say a far m where 
they could be made to feel that they are doing some thing 
to support themselves, among those who understand t hem and 
speak their own language.

Another thing* Hundres, perhaps thousands, of Ameri can 
boys and girls of Japanese ancestry have, under und ue influence 
of families into which they have married, renounced  United 
States citizenship. 1 am sure that it now can be sh own that 
they did so under such conditions as to render the act irres�
ponsible. They should be permitted to regain their lost birth�
right.



�������������� ���������

���������� ���� ������� ������ !"�!��� November 19, 194f?

The Committee 0n American Principles and Fair Play-  
2234 Telegraph Avenue  
Berkeley 4, California

Gentlemens

Por use in connection with our classes in race 
relations, races and nationalism, minority groups, and social 
problems in general, will you please send me a copy  of*

AMERICAN FIGHTING MEN SPEAK OUT,

Thanking you for your courtesy, I am

Sincerely yours,

HHS/ng

Hugh H. Smyfche,
Lecturer in Social Studies
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November 19, 1945.

Mrs. Ruth Kingman,
2287 Telegraph Ave.,
Berkeley 4, Calif.

Dear Mrs. Kingman �

Enclosed is the Summary of the Rational Conference 
on Japanese Americans held on November 8th. I thoug ht I 
would submit a copy to you for your inspection befo re I 
have it mimeographed. Please return it at your earl iest 
convenience with your corrections.

Thank you very much again for your part in the con�
ference.

Sincerely yours,

Toru Mâtsumoto

Director, Committee on Resettlement 
ofjJapanese Americans



November 20, 1945

Mr« Torn Matsumoto  
Committee on Resettlement of  
Japanese Ameri cans  
297 - Fourth Avenue  
New York 10, New York

Dear Torus

Here X am back in the office and It is hard to  
believe that I have been to New York and back, except that  
the reports from the hostels and Army barracks living qua rters  
are increasingly distressing. Everything seems to be ab out  
the same as when X left. X never cease to be amazed at what«  
ever it is In Dillon layer's mind that makes It possible  for  
him to accept responsibility for what Is happening o ut here«  
All ve can hope is that this phase will soon be over and that  
responsible groups will piece up their task of putting th e 
pieces together.

Yesterday X received the letter drawn up by Roger Baldwin.  
Galon Fisher looked it over and X will have a Coranltt ee vote  
on It within a week. X hope that will not be too late and I  
will wire you our confirmation as soon as it is availabl e.

1 do not envy you having to whip into shape the findings  
of the Conference* That Is always the most thankless job In  
connection with such a pro ject« However, as it is ex actly the  
sort of thing you seem to have an extraordinary flai r for, I  
look forward to its being a very finished piece of work. When  
It Is available, 1 hope that it will be made possible for us  
to get several copies as all of our various organizations are  
waiting for a foil account of the Confers ase«

Will you please let me know what cones of the meeting of  
the two delegates from the Conference with Miss Jane Hoey, a s 
1 feel some responsibility for that follow-up« X am wri ting  
to Miss Hoey today merely thanking her for the good  time she  
gave me In Washington, and referring to the meeting X presume  
has been held before this date«



was good to meet you at last* Do lot me know Then  
coming to the West Coast as we will try to see that  
la touch wl th all the persons out here who can be  
to you and whom you la turn can help*

If you will send me a note with the names of the  
church leaders you asked me to write to I shall be glad  
to get the letters off immediately* Don’t hesitate to  
suggest what you feel should be pointed out In those letters

Very sincerely yours

Ruth W. Kingman

KtfKjea



No t . 23, 1945

Torn Mat sumo to,
Japanese Committee on Resettlement 

New York City, N#Y.

Dear Torus

I ®?t typing this my sell*, so please pardon the inevi table errors»

��� � � ����� ��� #��� >��!������$� 2���� �2� #��� ���2������� ������$��
6�!����$��� ���#� #����� 2��� ������#�� $���?�?� ��#� ���!�?�� ��$�
��#�#���� �2� #��� �#�#����#� ���#� ���  $� #��� ���������������!� ���
	���� 	�!�#����� ���� >�����#�?�  $� �!������� ���'�##@

�������� � 2� ��#� ���#� of #���6��'� ��#� ����� ��� #��� ����#� 6�!!� soon 
 ����?��� #��� ?>��������>� �2� #��� ������!�� 3� #���'� #��#� �#� ���wary 
���>��#��#� #��#� #����� 2��!�#��  �� ��#�?�� � 2� 2��� ��#���1� �!���� in #���
��#����#� �2� 1��?�>� !��� ��!�#�����6�#�� #���������!+

XoaBtchopy �2�Sandy UveriflhVs letter got Into ry Briefcase during  
the afternoon session, and perhaps that ia why it s lipped from  
your mind* -at any rate, 1 feel sure that you will wish to note  
tbi* "Suggest lone for Act! n" to 6?�oh Mr, Pickett referred* There 

p lot si good discussion In that latter period whl ch was not  
ooverdd la that summary, and this may be helpful in recalling it  
to you and ydur secretary*

3� ��>�� #��#� #���� 6��#� �!�6� #���1�� �>�� ��?� �� '��6� ��6���??����1� it 
���#�� �����"���??�#����!� ��#����!��  �#� �� �!��� '��6� #��#� $���wish 
#��� ������$� to  �� ��� ���>�������"�� ��� >���� !��+

Very sincerely yours,

Ruih W* Yingmon
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November 27, 1945

Mrs. Ruth W. Kingman 
2287 Telegraph Avenue 
San Francisco, California

Dear Ruth:

I have your letters of November 20 and November 25,  1 9 4 5 ^ - ^ ^ /  
Thank you very much for both. I am certainly glad y ou h a v e j m s  
recommendation from Mr. Liveright. X have been wond ering about it.

The first item of business today is to let you know  about the 
American Council on Race Relations. On November 17t h they adopted 
a resolution to endorse the objectives contained in  the letter to 
the President and also resolved that we should appo int a delegation 
to present the letter to the President in person. T he Committee on 

Resettlement, meeting on November 23rd, authorized such a delegation 
and we are seeking an opportunity to see the Presid ent. Personel 
of the committee will, include Clarence Pickett, re presenting the 
American Council, Roswell Barnes representing the F ederal Council, 
and a person of Japanese ancestry representing the Home Missions 
Council.

Although most people think that I should be the one  to represent 
the Home Missions Council and also the person of Ja panese ancestry,
I feel strongly that this place should go to a Nise i veteran*

When you put your heads together with Galen and oth ers, you 
might have recommendations to the President which y ou might want us 
to take to him, if and when we get an opportunity t o see him.

Also at the meeting of the 23rd, it ?/as decided th at the Committee 
on Resettlement will be terminated by the end. of t he year. We are now 
in the process of negotiation with the Federal Coun cil hoping that the



�

Federal Council will absolve our work in their Department on Race  
Relations and Social Action* The recommendation from G alen Fisher on  
this will have weight* Address all communications to Dr* Roswell P.  
Barnes, Federal Council of Churches, 297 Fourth Avenue, Hew York City.

My visit to the west coast will also depend upon the decision of  
the Federal Council* I will get in touch with you as soon as I  know*

Very sincerely yours,

Toru Matsumoto, Director  
Committee on Resettlement  
of Japanese Americans

tm/cc

	



November 80, 1946

Miss Florenoe Burnett  
5 MeDougall Alley  
New York City, N* Y.

Deer Florence:

'fthat with the rein and the cab coming so soon and  
being poured into it by the Navy* X didn’t get such  of  
a chance to thank you and Doris for the fun week X had 
with you In the Alley»

X do hope that ay presence didn’t add that extra  
straw to your busy days and nights #iich might hare  
proven just too much for el ther of you»

Now that X am back in my office the Alley and  
Carousel and Harvey, ani the automats, et al, seem  
very much in the Harvey aura» However, with Frank F ay  
X enjoy that general aensatl on, and it is all X ca n do  
to answer most of my friends* questions with his stock  
answer "flhat have ���� got in mind?”

Thank you and Doris again very much, not to mention  
the Navy, for a wonderful week« Do come to San Fran cisco  
sometime and we’ll see what we can offer out here*

Very sincerely yours,

Bath w* Kingman

mt:es



November 30, 1045

Mies Elsie Harper  
Boom 464
600 Lexington Avenue  

Hew York, N* Y*

Deer Mies Harper:

It was good to talk with you while I was in Hew  
York and to know that there Is some chance that you  
might be coming to the West Coast before too long* Upon  
ay return to Berkeley, I tried to reach Helen Flack, but  
was unable to call the office in Oakland la time to make  
an appointment*

The situation here in California seems to be in�
creasingly grim for the returning evacuees* The whole  
program of the War Relocation Authority appears to ba  
taking a more abortive turn every day* Sven some of their  
own Caucasian personnel seem to be suffering from pa ngs of  
conscience over the results of the present policy*

There appears to ba no possible modification to be  
suggested* That being the case, I think that we will  
simply have to call it a day as far as WRA is concerned,  
and see what other government agencies and the private  
agencies can do to patch the thing up*

We can hope that the Hew York Conference pointed up  
some of the places there private agencies can do a job*
How effective that job will be will depend, in no email  
degree, on how much support the local agencies can g et from  
their national headquarters*

It is good to know that the YWCA can always be counted  
on both locally and nationally. Your suggestion that a  
strong board member be assigned to do some work here on the  
Coast seems to me to be a particularly sound one, as m ost
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of the opposition to work for the American Japanese co mes 
from "the board member constituency" in the state*

Please let me know #ian you are coming out as I ven t  
▼ ery much to see you here in California.

Very sincerely yours,

Ruth f« Kingman  
Executive Secretary

HSKiee



November 20, 1945

Mies Mery Hurl butt 
New York School of Social Work 
122 - E. 22nd Street South 
New York, N* Y*

Dear Mies Hurlbutts

I was very sorry to hare had to leave you before 
the hors d'euvres arrived* Perhaps it was just as 
well as X went straight from you to a meeting with a 
couple of my Jewish friends who took me to my first  
Kosher feast« It was great fun and I enjoyed all th e 
food, but X was glad that there was somewhat of a v oid 
into which it might be placed*

X am still wondering if our Conference accompli shed 
anything like we hoped it would* Also, I am still 
thinking about what you said tfien you assured me t hat 
the degree of coordination of liberal forces out he re 
has reached a higher degree of effectiveness than t hat 
aw far attained in the East*

In one way It was encouraging and in another way 
bitterly discouraging as ws feel that we still have  
practically the whole way to go* Yesterday X talked  
for a few moments with Annie Clo Watson who told me  that 
in San Francisco, at least, they are trying to move  
towards something like concerted action In support of 
the returning evacuees* How far that move will be 
successful has yet to be seen* There Is bound to be  a 
report available sooner or later and X shall see th at 
you receive whatever is put out on the subject*

Thank you again for the nice "interim period at 
the Grammercy Park Hotel«" X hops that it will not be 
too long before It can be repeated in San Francisco *

Very sincerely yours,

RWKjes Huth W* Kingaan



November 20, 1945

Dr* Wm. 3* Bernard  
National Committee on Post-War  
Immigration Policy-  
Room 815
35 West 44th Street  
New York, N* Y*

Pear Dr* Bernard t

Following our conversation the day before the  
Conference on Japanese Resettlement, I told Mr* Mat-  
sumo to that X was delighted that you expected to attend  
at least one session of the Conference«

* We were glad to see you there and hope that at  
least some of the discussion proved applicable to the  
problems you are trying to solve in your oxganiz&ti on«

X was ¿lad to meet you personally and hope that  
our paths will cross again in the not too far distant  
future*

Sincerely yours,

Ruth W* Kingman  
Executive secretary

RWKses



��������	
� � � ��� � ��	�� � � ��

� ���	��������������	�

� � �	�� 	��	��� ���

��������������������	�

� � � � � � � ����� � � � � � � �

���������������	����
� � � 	��	��	���� � �

���3��������
� �� � �� 	�� � �

����� �� ��� ���� 	���	� � � ��� ������ ���� � 	�

���� .,��"��-"��� 0+�,�*� )�� �)��� � .&&.),&� �)0"�&� 0,�� &)�.��.�&� )�� ���,�*8��"��� ��,)�.,0�.),&

�),&�.�-�,���)�.�&

�� � � � � � � ���!� � � � �

� � � � � �� � ���!� � � � �

�� " � � � �� � �� � � �� � � � � � �� �

�� " � � � �� # �$���

�� � � � ���� �� � � � %�� � �� � � ��

� ����	���������	������

� � � � � �� �	& �  � ' �

� � � � �( 	��� )��

� � � � � !� � � �� # ��� � � � � �

* � � � �� � �� � �� !�� � � !� � �

� +�� � � � �� � �

� +�� � � � �� � � ��� � ���# � � ��� �

, � �� � � �

- � � � �� �& " � � � � �� �

( # � � � �� �� � � � � � � � � �� !�� � � !� �

( # � � � �� �� �� � � � � � � �� !�� � � !� � �. �� � �

�� � �� ���� � � � � � � � � �� !�� � � !� � �

� � � � � � � � � �

( ��� � � �� �� � � �+ ��� �

* � � �)' � � � � �� /�-�&�0�
* � � �)' � � � � �� /�-�&�

- � � � �� �* � � �)' � � � ��� �� # �� � � � � �( ��� �� �

�� � � � � � � � �� �# � � ��� �

��# � � ��� �� � �( ��� � � � �

- � � � �� �� � � � � � �� �� � ��� � � � � �

- � � � �� ��� " � � � �� # ���� �� � �

( ��� � � �� �� � ) � � ��� � � � � ' �

( ��� � � �� ��" � � �' ��� � � � � �- � �� �

���� ����	������������������� ���� ��� ���

� �� ��� � � �� ������ ��� ������

November 20, 1945.

Mrs. Ruth W. Kingman,
2287 Telegraph Ave.,
Berkeley 4, Calif.

Dear Ruths

I have just received your telegram about the 
manuscript. I wish to thank you for your kindness 
in calling my attention to this. I shall take 
care of the matter.

If you have a chance to see Eleanor Breed, 
Please thank her for me.

Sincerely yours,

Toru Matsumoto

Director, Committee on Resettlement 
of Japanese Americans
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I’-nwivv,

Alta Vista Building, "
2287 Telegraph Avenue, 
Berkeley, California

For the purpose of adding to the grounds of the Uni versity 
of California, The Regents of the University of Cal ifornia, through 
condemnation proceedings, has acquired title to, an d now owns, the 
land on the northeast corner of Telegraph Avenue an d Bancroft Way in 
the City of Berkeley, County of Alameda, State of C alifornia, and 
the building located thereon, commonly known as the  Alta Vista 
Building.

To make this land available for university uses, it  is 
intended to tear down the building immediately afte r the first of 
1946. It is also necessary to wreck the building be cause it is 
unsafe. In this connection, the Building Inspector of the City of 
Berkeley has written the prior owner as follows?

"At this time we regret to inform you that the 
above five story wood frame building, which is owne d 
and maintained by you, is in a dangerous and unsafe  
condition and unfit for occupancy. Owing to the 
hazardous condition of this building, it must be 
demolished."

Although with this letter you have been handed a fo rmal 
notice terminating your tenancy as of December 31, 1945, you are 
advised that your occupancy of the building after N ovember 1, 1945 
will be solely at your own risk, and that The Regen ts of the Univer�
sity of California will not be responsible after th at date for death 
or any injury to you, or damage to any of your prop erty because of 
the unsafe condition of the building. Accordingly, you are urged 
to vacate the building at the earliest possible dat e. No rental 
other than what may have been paid the prior owner will be charged 
you, or accepted from you, for the period commencin g November 1, 1945.

Very truly yours,

THE REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

Secretary
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N o v e m b e r ^  1945

Alta Vista Building*' 
2287 Telegraph Avenue 
Berkeley, California

You will please take notice that the month-to-month

in that certain building located on the northeast c orner of 

Telegraph Avenue and Bancroft Way in the City of Be rkeley, 

County of Alameda, State of California, commonly kn own as the 

Alta Vista Building, is by this notice terminated, effective 

as of December 31, 1945, and you are hereby notifie d to 

remove from said space and to surrender possession thereof 

not later than December 31, 1945.

tenancy under which you occupy space, to wit, Room 2 V

Very truly yours,

THE REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

By

Secretary



November 24, 1948

Mr* Marvin 0* Man»
'�� �:� ��� ����
Los Altos, California

Dear Mr* Mamet

Your letter can» while I wae in 
Mew York, and I have only now reached the place 
in my pile of correspondence «here it has awaited 
my return*

Your Inquiries re compensation for 
loss are very Interesting, and should probably be 
turned over to the American Civil liberties Union, 
whose lawyers ere handling most of the cases of 
Japanese Americana*

l do not think that letters to Congress 
men will prove effective in the case of indemnifica �
tion* It will require Individual action on each cas e 
and,therefore, will need considerable legs! procedure

firs* Josephine Duveaeefc, whom I am sure 
that you know, is quite familiar with what la being  
done, and can keep you "up" on developments*

Tory sincerely yours,

Mrs* Buth w* Kln^nan 
Executive Secretary

HWKics
Enc*



� 
� $ 8 � ; 	 � ;

% h r  ? ,  / ì A ^

9 � 5 � � � � � � ���� � �

¿Tv C-A-O^u fct
JU*jeJhn-tS¡^.

T '^n jUO/

, J'-eu*- A / d L f i

y

���� ��������� �������� ��������� ������ � ��
Y c ^ e .  j z m j ¿ A * - * á pAAsyi .

 � !

ú ¿ C\r\J$jÄsp/*

OV"  ®-

CU>

9 � �

��'- 4 r * * - & é  * !

<= 3� �>� ?� � 9

Ol � "# �� ��$%.

« 4 4 ^  U t / ^ r  M r * * M .  M w J s L Ç j t ^ y y ^ 1 4 ^ 4 - 1  “« 4

� �

	� �  �!�� � � �� � �� � �

T c*m M > *
 	 ( u¡¿ !!" # $ " � | W i i ^

&�' ()

P-0 -  / í » ^  / / ¿



Novsaiber 24* 1949

Me* Hollie Wilbar  
��� ������ 	���	��
������	�� � �� ���	����	�
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���	�	$� ��� ����%��� &'��(� )� ������ ����� ���� ��*��
���� �++� �,!	��� ��		��� ����!!��-�	����	�.�/0+1++�� ���
���� �����2�� 3))1++� ���������	���� &++� ��!	��� *4���
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¥ery hiaserely yeti»,

:.�$� ������$� ;	�#5���
"�<�����8����������.

MKtm i

eoi Mrs* ?heyer.
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November 26, 1945

Rabbi Irving F* Reichert 
Arguella and Lake Street 
San Francisco, California

Dear Rabbi Reichert;

Enclosed you will find a copy of a letter 1 sent to  
our several chairmen, containing a report of a conf erence 
I attended In New fork City on November 8th#

Together with It, you will find a copy of a letter to 
President Truman, drawn up by a committee designate d by 
those present, for signature by representatives att ending 
the conferenoe# Approval of the various organizatio ns Is 
now being secured, and * am suggesting thst the members of 
our Executive Committee give us permission to sign#  X 
will phone you within one or two days for, your jud gment# 
Personally, X feel that the letter carries very per tinent 
suggestions, all moderately stated, and all of whic h are 
well within our established policy and program*

As the evacuees return, and are meeting with little  
open antagonism and moat gratifying community suppo rt, much 
of the work of our Carnalttee now appears to have b een satis�
factorily undertaken by local groups#

Our organization was originally effected to provide  
support for *law abiding persons of Japanese ancest ry” dur�
ing an emergency period when we were virtually the only group 
on the Pacific Coast willing to give that support# Now that 
other organizations, and to some extent, the federa l govern* 
ment, Is undertaking the integration of the returne es into 
normal community life, it is apparent that the majo r part of 
onr work le done#

The Ry-Lawa of the Committee, on page 4, read as fo llows:

"23 * DISSOLUTION: The Organization may be dissolve d by the 
Executive Committee at any meeting of which not les s than ten 
days4 notice in writing shall have been mailed to e ach member of 
the Executive Committee, zhich notice shall state t hat it is in�
tended to consider the dissolution of the Organizat ion*1'



At the request of Tice-Chalrmen, Paul S* Taylor and  +�,��	�
Reichert, X am calling the meeting for 4:00 o'clock  p*m«, on 
Wednesday, December 12, 1945, to be held at the Uni versity of 
California Young Womens* Christian Association on A llaton Way, 
Berkeley, California*

Hay this letter be considered the "not less than te n days* 
notice of a meeting to consider the dissolution of the Organiza�
tion?*

Next meek you will receive a reminder in the form o f a reply 
card, which I hope you will return marked *1 will b e present#*

Very sincerely yours,

Mrs* Ruth W. Kingman 
Executive Secretary

WfK iw

sac* • ÉSIteSKliS

cc: Mrs. Wallace Alexander 
Miss Lei la ; Ander son 
Monroe B* Deutsçh 1 
Richard R. Perkins 
George Wilson



Novembe r 23, 1945

Mr. Homer Grotty
Dr. Henry Tyler
Dr. Hubert Phi Hips
Mrs. Maynard Force Thayer fj ̂  .
Mrs. Gracia Booth

Dear 1. ^

Although, you will soon receive a full account freo n Toru MatSumoto, 
Director of the Committee on Japanese Resettlement,  of the November 8th 
Conference in New York, I thought that, perhaps, yo u' might be interested 
to hear, about some of the points discussed, and ac tion taken.

When Ï was asked by Mr. Matsumoto to "keynote" the Conference, I ' 
was both alarmed and gratified. Alarmed for fear th at my contribution 
Would prove inadequate, and gratified because it*ga ve me an opportun!ty 
to present to leaders of our strongest social agenc ies and religious or�
ganizations , at the national level, some of the pr oblems which face the 
returning evacuees * iffw - «'*’ î �

Two objectives were before us. (1) The establishmen t of an on-going 
responsibility on the part of the Federal Governmen t for the re ̂establish�
ment in normal community life, of persons of Japane se ancestry evacuated 
from the Pacific Coast, and now free to return. (2)  The development of 
policies and programs by non-government welfare age ncies; and church groups 
which can assist in the integration of the relocate es in their chosen 
communities* ��	

From the first, it was felt that the War Relocation  Authority’s co�
ercive relocation program could not be expected to receive the cooperation 
of either the evacuees or the community groups who are interested in fair 
play. Based, undoubtedly, upon the irrefutable prem ise that center life 
is undesirable and, therefore, to be cut off as rap idly as possible, the 
WRA policy has, nevertheless, created much havoc in  the lives of the; per�
sons forced to leave the centers. With little or no  prospect for a normal 
life ahead, the relocatees, particularly those now returning, to the Pacific 
Coast, have little assurance of any degree of secur ity*

Because of our lack of confidence in present WRA po licies, their 
representatives were not invited to the Conference.  Rather, representatives 
of the following agencies and organizations were ca lled together, to confer 
and to try to reach some conclusions which might le ad to a long term pro�
gram in behalf of the Americans of Japanese ancestr y.

American Baptist Home Mission. Society 
American Civil liberties Union *
American Friends Service Committee 

|8fc Board of National Missions, Evangelical & Refo rmed Church . 
Brethren Service Committee 
Camp Fire Girls Inc.
Child Welfare League of America



� ��

Commoa Council for American Unity  
Community Chests and-Councils, Inc,
The East and West Association
Family Welfare Ass*n# of America
Federal Counci1 of Churches of Christ in Ajnerlca
Girl Scouts of .America
Home Missions Council of North America
Intercultural Educati on Workshop
Japanese American Citizens League

"National Association for the Advancement of Colored People  
National Board YWCA |
National Child Labor Committee  
National Committee on Post-War Immigration Policy  
National Conference of Catholic Charities  
National Federation cf Settlements, Inc»
National Japanese American Student Relocation Counci l  
National Organization for Public Heal th Nursing '
National Social Work Council
National student Council, YWCA
New York School of Social Work

Nisei Week (Japanese Amerl can News Corp*)
Pacific Coast Committee on American Principles and Fair  Play  
Presbyterian Board of Christian Education  
Protestant Church Commission fbr Japanese Service  
Protestant Episcopal Church  
Religious News Servi ce

Union Theological Seminary and New School for Social Resea rch
United Council cf Church Women ,*f - ̂ jf f| 1
Woman*s Division of Methodist Church
Women*s International League
The Salvation Army
Foreign Missions Conference of North America  
Committee on Friendly Relations Among Foreign Stud eh t s 
Federal Council of Churches  
Brethren ¡Service Committee

Woman’s International League for Peace and Freedom  
Japanese American Committee for Democracy  
American Council on Race Relations

Attached you will find a copy of the Agenda, together wit h an outline  
of my talk on "Conditions on the West Coast."

I am deeply appreciative of the data provided me by Graci a Booth, Joe  
Masaoka and John Yamashita, whose careful documentation of hards hip cases  
added greatly to what I could offer from my own information#

At the conclusion of the Conference, an executive committee drew  up a  
letter to be sent to President Truman which covered the three points of  
deepest concern of the Conference#
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You will find a copy of this letter enclosed - for you r information  
ooly ~ not to be used until all organizations attending nave bad an oppor�
tunity to sign or reject it (about two weeks from now), at which time we  
will suggest a further distribution of the letter.

Prior to going to New York, I went to Washington and whi le there I  
talked with the Social Security director of public Assistan ce, Miss Jane  
Hoey, who asked that two or three representatives of the Conference  be  
delegated to confer with her on the best methods of inte grating the work  
of the federal and private welfare agencies. The two delegates were  
appointed, and we should have Miss Hoey’s report on their talk very soon.

Miss Hoey also had an excellent suggestion to make as to more effec-  
tive means of supplying federal service rather than mere wchari ty" to the  
relocatees in need of help in adjusting to a fully se lf-supporting life.  
Her suggestions are being worked.on through State We lfare channels and  
should soon become effective.

As soon as she lets us know how it might best be handled, we sh all  
let you know what your local group can do toward putting press ure on  
Social Security to obtain additional funds.

It is always puzzling to me to know just, how to let you pe ople know  
what the «central office» is doing. So much of it is indefinable, an d 
often nebulous in character, and yet, we feel that it is of g reatest im�
portance that it be undertaken.

This is a mere sketch of some of the work we*ve been concerne d withP  
lately. You will receive your copy of the digest of the entire Con ference  
as soon as it arrivesi

Until then, and again with my best wishes,

Sincerely yours,

Mrs. Ruth W. Kingman

HWK:es.,' - ' . 'PP ' fL  ’S S M



AGENDA

f

10 a*m.

Noon

12:15 p.m*

2:00 p.m.  

3:00 p.m*

4:30 p.m.

NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON JAPANESE AMERICANS p 

Sponsored by

Committee On Resettlement of Japanese Americans,
Home Missions Council of :North America

Parke ids Hotel, 18 Gramercy Park SOuth, New York,
Thursday, November 8, 1945

Dr* George A* Wi eland, Chairman, Presiding

"Conditions on the West Coast" (1) Up to the Evacuation

(2) Since the Return of the Evacuees  

by Mrs* Ruth W. Kingman, Executive Secretary, Pacific Coast Committ ee
on American Principles and Fair Play.

"The Closing of the Relocati on Centers"

by Mr* Jobu Yasumura, American Baptist Home Missions Society.

Ad j o u m  f or lunch

Luncheon. Guests of Honor: Nisei Veterans of World War II .

"The Concern of Nisei Soldiers"  

by Mr. Bi 11 Ugifusa

"Unsolved Problems of Japanese Ameri cans"

by Mr. Peter Aoki, Regional Representative,

Japanese American Citizens League.

(a) "Legal Probjems".

Discussion led by Mr. Roger N. Baldedn, Director,

American Civil Liberties Union.

(b) "Community Adjustment Problems"

Discussion led by Mrs. Ruth W. Kingman.

Closing Session „ If ' l



OUTLINE OF TALK GIVEN ��

Ruth W. Kingman 

	�

"CONDITIONS ON THE \TE3T COAST"'  

at

NATIONAL CONFERENCE ON JAPANESE AMERICANS 

November 8, 1945  

I New Yoifc City

A, Condi ti ons Pri or to Eracuati on

JL*
II*

III.

Population
Ihiployaient 1 | , ifg T'
@,"*�;� P� �33�3,8 )� �� �� ��

1�� 	8,;13��+
"�� �1"�#� )�8��1+1: ! +3�
;�� ��;�1*� �: +;� )� �%� �� Q2X

Y-3��8��2*� *�:��,)� Q

Little Anti-feelihg prior to Order

B. Summary of Effects of Evacuation Order on Public Attitu des

|p Press, Radio,
« P J w r  it. Education v S j S

I I I L a b o r  and Management, ,i¡8 W
R 9 B ^  • IT* Law Enforcement Agency | j|

Sil lB. Anti Oriental OrgQ̂ e<Kfl,!p(fr>
. ■ '../■  TI * Church^l « J?

"■  a.§ Protestant Church Gommission  
b* Staff for IRA, etc.  

c* from SCiasionailea, returning •fioiâ Ĵ anv-'
I Too little recognition of ntèeda. ot  Nisoi «#,

& &� X � Z� �� �! #�;1+)P� #13. #� 3.1+� 1[Z�2;3:33� 6Q���[['���+�

C. Situation facing returning Evacuees.

I. January 1945 | June 1945

; a*$j Largely antagonism :■ 'I

II. jUnày. 1945 - September 15, 1945

a. Decreasing overt antagonism  
b* Increasing housing shortage

t j y* III« || September 15, 1945 - to present time •

BnjSfer SU Housing shortage increases
Antagonism lessens

(SubtleI economic)



� %�

c* Lack of funds  
d* Pressure from WRA
e* Lade of coordination of government and private agenci es

P. Facts to be faced

I* Unfavorable ' ■

a. Eastward trek of Nisei leaders.
¡ m g  |1 Recurrence of Li*l Tokyo

| c. i Uncertified welfare cases.
Pis trust of

. e. Confusion among agencies as to scope of responsibility.

a. Public better informed, particularly re ITisei, due to  
v||i reports on 442nd, Intelligence of Army and Navy.  

b* Dispersal away from Pacific Coast,
c. Acceptance by social agencies of a special responsi  

bility in solution of evacuee problems*

j k&j  ISSSIf l  c o n c l u s i o n

A. Outstanding problems still unsoIved

� �� �����	�� �� ��	�������� �	�� ����	�	��
� � �� �������	��
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J ^  o.f ‘¡f:  Renunc i&nts "■  HJ r fHM
b. Deputation

7&� � %� Q� ;�X� �+8 !+�2��;13\��+� 2�# � *�)) )� ),22 # 8Z
d. Acceptance of federal responsibility for full  

I I | t restoration of evacuees’ rightful place in  
li Setemiinitiasî  m m £

B. • Outlook for Future; Entirely up to Nisei and intereste d community and
■ groups I ; 11

§ ’1 1 , I. Nisei responsibility - Interpretation of Issei to Community  
and Community to Issei.. \ p§| |;|| f§j

jg 111 f Uro up responsi bi li ty | < W  

¿'ft; A  Co-ordina ted program of
K B f r & m S K B w  * Church’1 è :  ) r

■  Labor,;.' : ) Iptea at ion

Education ) not Segregation and Separation*
ent;: ItlSIS ÜII



November 28, 1945

Dr* Hobert Stone  
0* P* A.
Washington, D* C*

Deer Dr* and Mrs* Stone:

X hope that Y e m i o e  Chamberlain Jensen told  
you how sorry X was not to have been able to reach  
you when X had two days in Washington lest month*
X tried, but had no luek, and was not there long  
enough to try more than the three times X called*

As it was, the day after my return, after a  
week in New York, X was very glad to be here in time  
to attend Al ’e and Margaret’s lovely wedding* I  
told Harry that X would tell you that he and Beverly  
(now a WAC stationed at McClellan Field in Sacramento)  
sat on the "groom's side" of the church, and pretended  
we were family for him*

It was a beautiful wedding, and it must be a  
delight to you to be welcoming Margaret into the  
family* You know that A1 has always been one of "our  
boys*, and "Fish*, as her friends call her, is a magni�
ficent person who claims the deep affection and admira �
tion of more persons than any other girl X know*

X don’t expect my work to take me back to Washing�
ton again, so you’d better come hare to Berkeley before  
too long* It’s nice here!

Very sincerely yours,

Mrs* Hath w, Kingman

HKKies



November 28, 1945

Mrs* ISvelyn Cooper  
Department of the Interior  
Washington* D# C»

Dear Evelyn*

How was the New Orleans trip? X hope  
that you flow down, as my recollection of the  
horrible trains in the South strikes no pleasur�
able note«

As one usually Is* X'm still ’way be�
hind In ay paper work* and as one usually does* X'm  
putting off the biggest job of all - a full report  
of the work of the Committee during Its entire ex�
istence - to be presented to the Bxecutive Committoe  
when we meet to "consider dissolution," — Ah me!

When are you going to come out here with  
PAD or what have you? Also* what is the thinking In  
Washington re the Marsh all appointment?

You'd better came West* young woman!

Cord! ally*

Sirs« Ruth W. Kingman

HWK:es



November 30, 1945

Mrs, Helen Gahagan Douglas  
House of Hepresentatives  
Washington, D* C*

Dear Helen Douglas:

Thank you again for giving ms so much time the  
day I met you in the gallexy of the House« It is  
always a pleasure to see you and you may be sure  
that it Is encouraging to many of ue out here in  
California to know that you can be counted on to  
maintain your attitudes,

ffi:' Mr« Paul Taylor came in the other day and  
suggested that 1 send you the enclosed material«
You may wish to add it to the other stuff 1 gave  
you when I m s  in Washington» If you feel that it  
is important, perhaps you will send copies to Mr«  
Lamb as you did before,

rl You will be glad to know that Dorothea Taylor  
is making a remarkable recovery from her critical  
illness* W© are all delighted, of course, as she  
is a choice person,

I understand George Outland is coming out  
next week to address the Commonwealth Club, Please  
tell him I hope to see him while he is here«

Very sincerely yours,

Mrs* Hath If* Kingman  
Executive Secretary

RWKtes
Hue*



Kovanber 30, 1945

Mrs* Phyllis Gardiner  
8X1 - 25th Street  
Sacramento 16, California

Dear Mrs* Gardiner} • if§p$J

Ever since our Conference in Sacra�
mento in July 1 hare been wanting to send you a small  
check: which, while I know is not adequate payment,  
will, I hope, show some degree of our appreciation of  
the work you did for us $hat day«

I have been trying unsuccessfully  
all these months to get your full name end address,  
and only recently has Dr, Tyler had time to send It  
to me*

Thank you again very much for the  
Committee* It was good of you to give so nach time  
and effort*

Very sincerely yours,

Mrs, Huth W, Kingman  
Executive Secretary

m K t m
Hue*
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November 30, 1945

Mr, Homer D. Crotty, Chairman  
Executive Committee of Los Angeles  
Committee on American Principles and Fair Play  
465 California Street, Room 205  
San Francisco, ,�� Cal.

Dear Mr. Crotty:

Mr. Walsh has asked me to acknowledge and thank you for  
your letter of November 9th. Inasmuch as the matter ref erred  
to concerns our Local 659, we are referring it to them w ith  
the request that they give it proper attent;

Thanking you, and with best w i s h e ^  I am,

Sincerely

M. Brewé3rÿ-
ational Representative

RMB:JS
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November 30, 1945

Mrs. Ruth Kingsman  
California Council for Civic Unity  
Room 203 - 465 California Street  
San Francisco, California

Dear Mrs. Kingman:

A number of people in Honolulu have become interested in t he plight  
of some 1,000 or more people detained at Tule Lake, California, who ar e 
endeavoring to regain their American citizenship and to stop thei r de�
portation to Japan.

Is there anything that we might do to assist in this situat ion? Is  
there a need of funds for providing the necessary legal counsel?

My own view regarding the matter is set fortii in my letter to Mr. Ennis.

Very sincerely yours,

P.S. Enclosed are copies of correspondence bearing on this matt er.
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Mr, Edward J. Ennis  
Director, Enemy Alien Control Unit  
Department of Justice  
Washington, D. C,

Dear Sir*

I am writing to you on behalf of Mr, and Mrs, Yoshimi Kamei  who I under�
stand are now interned at Tule Lake, California, I do no know how muc h dis�
cretion your office has in this case; nevertheless, if you are in a position  
to grant them a special hearing, and if extenuating circumstances are t o be  
taken into account in their behalf, then I plead and urge that  they be allowed  
to take the necessary steps to recover their United States citizenship, and  
that Mr. Kamei be permitted to return to Hawaii with his wife, Mrs, Yoshiye  
Kamei. In the paragraphs that follow I shall endeavor to set forth the argu�
ments that support my position in the matters

1. It seems quite clear, from this vantage point, that Mr, Yoshimi Kam ei
is now in this predicament as a result of a chain of circums tances
that were quite beyond his control*

a. His having been taken to Japan in infancy and his sojourn the re  
during the impressionable years of childhood;

b. The absence of a public program of adult citizenship educ ation to  
which he might have turned for help upon his return to Hawai i in  
1935— since the beginning of this war the leaders in Hawaii have  
begun to give serious consideration to this serious deficiency in  
our program of public education;

c. The fact that his cousin, Mr. Calvin Shimogaki, got him a job in  
one of the vital defense areas— Hiokam Field— where he wa s taken  
into custody by government agents;

d. The fact that he was removed from his relatives and friends and  
placed in a "relocation center" on the mainland of the United  
States without benefit of trial;

e. The probable conditions of frustration and confusion  in the Topaz,  
Utah, center up to the time that he was removed to Tule Lake— I  
was Director of Education at the Poston, Arizona, center fro m 
July 1942 to July 1943, and know something of the disintegrative  
psychological conditions under which the evacuees were living;  
and that it required a thorough grounding in American-demo cratic  
ideas and experience to enable these people to remain firm in  
their confidence in America and democracy in those tr ying days;

2656 Hillside Avenue  
Honolulu, Hawaii  
Hovember 12, 1945



Mr. Edward J. Ennis - �- November 12, 1945

f. The fact that Mr* and Mrs. Kamel remained aloof from Jap anese  
nationalistic societies in Tule Lake in spite of the terrific  
pressures to which they were subjected— as described in their  
letter (attached) to Mr* Calvin Shimogaki*

2* Mr* Yo8hlmi Kamei has close relatives in Hawaii, among whom  are  
discharged veterans of our Army, who unqualifiedly vouch for  his  
character and who stand ready to assist in his rehabilitat ion in  
our community*

This judgment is supported by statements (attached) by*

Mr. Calvin Shimogaki  
Mr. James T* Nakamura, and  
Mr* Kasuto Shimogaki

3* Here is an opportunity to gain adhérants for the cause of democ racy  
in the world situation in whioh the forces of communism, fascism,  
and democracy are struggling with each other for ascendency.

It is quite clear that we are involved in a world civil war.  
Democratic forces are struggling for survival against a heady,  
strident communism and a fierce reactionism called fascism. Every  
individual that is won over to the cause of democracy is a gra in  
of sand added to our side of the balance* Tfriîle I know tha t we  
must avoid a stupid sentimentality) nevertheless, we must endeavor  
to be intelligent in a world situation in which the very secu rity  
of our children and our democratic cause are at stake. In this  
case either a formal legalistic or a "hard boiled" policy would  
overlook the crucial long-run consequenoes which ough t to motivate  
those who are making decisions regarding the future of these people.  
I believe that we can win these two people over the cause of  
democracy— if we will*

4. We have proclaimed to the world that we are endeavor ing to foster  
the emergence and development of a democratic movement and govern�
ment in Japan) that our future security in the Pacific depends up�
on this eventuality. If this is so, then it seems both unwise and  
contradictory to send back to that country, now, persons who are  
embittered and confused as a result of tragic experiences which  
they have had in a country that claims to be the champion of the  
democratic cause* If we are genuinely and deliberately e arnest  
about our avowed policy in respect to Japan we will certainl y avoid  
sending there persons who may turn out to be positive liab ilities  
to the very movement we say we are endeavoring to foster. Furt hei»-  
more, how will the rest of the world judge us if we should behave  
so obviously inconsistently?

At this point we must make a crucial decision) we can either  
make these people positive assests to democracy if we rehabilitate  
them in America, or we may make them frustrated bitter enemi es



lb*. Edward J. Ennis 3- November 12, 1945

of democracy if we force them to go to Japan, The point is* t hat  
one*s attitudes are dynamic and tend to change in light of the  
social conditions in which one lives; i.e., we make people loyal  
or disloyal by the way we treat them* Hote* that in early 1943  
when the War Department asked for American Japanese voluntee rs only  
about 1500 men volunteered from the Evacuation Centers -while nearly  
10,000 volunteered in Hawaii!

5. Here is an opportunity for us Americans to demonstr ate to the world  
our regard for the virtues justice and fair-play.

It seems quite clear to me, at this distance, that Mr* Yoshimi  
Kamei has been a victim of circumstances over -which he had little  
or no control* We can now use him as a **whipping boy’* to satisf y  
certain of our baser psychological urges— if we will* But if we  
do this we will be denying those rational, humane, Christian im�
pulses which also struggle for expression. Again I plead that, in  
dealing with this case, our constituted authorities be in telligently  
humane rather than short-sightedly hard boiled.

Mr. Ennis, I do not know all the facts regarding the case of Mr. and  
Mrs. Yoshimi Kamei, but, if they are, substantially, as set forth in  
their letter of Hovember 1, 1945, to Mr. Calvin Shimogaki, and in Mr.  
Shimogaki’s letter to you of Hovember 10, 1945, then I p ut myself on record  
as follows«

First, I earnestly pray that Mr. Kamei be permitted to return to  
Hawaii now and to bring his wife, Mrs. Yoshiye Kamei, with him;

Second, that our government give every possible consideration legal  
and otherwise, to their plea thajb they be allowed to recover the ir Ameri�
can citizenship;

Third, I stand ready to join with Mr. Kamei*s relatives and friends  
in Hawaii in guaranteeing his good conduct, should he be allowed to re�
turn here, and to assist actively in his reorientation to American  life  
in this community.

Sincerely yours,

Miles E. Cary



68X7«*
M l ,  Calif*

November X* 1946

Dear lir* and Mr a* Calvin Shimogakii

Frena the cold wintery colony of ^ule laica to the warn ialan d of Hawaii* wa  
extend our greeting« and our heart-felt •thank you* for the  wadding gift wa received  
several day« ago* We were very glad to receive a letter fro« your mother* hut you  
oan imagine what a surprise it was to unfold the check wh ich was enclosed* It  
was very kind of you* and we wish we could fully express the deep  appreciation we  
feel* thank you very much*

In one of your mother*« recent letters* she mentioned the good new s that you  
are now proud parents of a son (Kasuo)* Congratulations 1 —  and we hope both  
the mother and the baby are doing well* About a week ago  we sent the little baby  
a email package* Although it1« not very much we do hope you  will like it*

I am afraid we*ve asked a big favor of you in asking you* t hrough Mlsao*  
to ask a friend of yours to write a letter of recom mendation to the Justice  
Department for us* We hope we are not putting you throu gh too much trouble*

Perhaps if I explain why we renounced* it will be easier for you to under�
stand our situation*

There arc approximately 6*000 renunoces here in Tule Lake* and more  than half  
of these persons renounced* not on their own free will* but were compelled to do so  
through force and intimidations by the Hoshl Dan* The Hoshl D^n* $ large group of  
agitators who believed that people here should aot and d o everything exactly ae the  
people of Japan* was organised in the early spring ef 1944 � This organisation was  
divided Into three groups* as fell or s* Shokuji Klkoku Hoshl  Dan for the alien  
group, - Joshi Seinen Dan for the young girls, -  and the Selne n Dan for the  
young boys* Bach morning the members would arise at reveille  call (6t30a*m*)
And gather in the firebreak (a large open field)* First of a ll they would face  
east and bow in silent worhip to the Emperor of Japan* Then mili taristic-like  
exercises and marches would follow* Even the girls would act an d march like soldiers  
with a group of buglers leading them* The girls who were member s* were strictly  
forbidden to wear make-up| permanent wave their hair  (had to be in braids) $ 
or to aot or dress like hakujins* By dress* 1 mean fancy trimmin gs and ornaments*
All the men folks baa to shave their head— so men and young boys from kindergarden  
age to sixty* had shaven heads* and they all wore a sweat shirt with a J apanese  
emblem on it* We* the non-members used to call them the "b osa-gtuai1® and we  
resented their actions very much* for the actions made t he standpoint of the people  
in general of Tule lake very bad* odien looked upon by the Cauca a ion personal and  
visitors*

Then* in the latter months of the fall of 1944* the Reneunoiatio n Bill was  
passed and signed by Congress* When hearings for renunc iations began* the Hoshl Dan  
members were the first to apply* At the hearing they were very rude and often made  
very unpleasant remarks* Then* in hopes that we would all renounce* the y began  
spreading terrorism* rumors* and menace which gripped the center* Many people were  
threatened and several seriously wounded* merely because t hey had no intentions of  
renouncing* We were more or less compelled to renounce since the at mosphere of the  
camp was as it was* There seemed to be conétant fear, although it coul d not be  
seen* It just seemed to be in our minds*



W©.#va trl«d ta hav© our renounoiation ©ano«ll«d by  writing to th© Justin©  
Department, bat It tas of no avall# As a laat reaort w© bave (more th&n a j  
thouaand of ut) deoided to flgbt la oourt tha repat rlatIon to Japan whioh «©©»a  
inévitable at th© présent tino» and if pooalbl©, to  hav© our oltlsenship returned  
Luckily for ua, th© v«ry oapabl© lawyer, Ur« Wayne M* Collin© of th© Civil  
Libarti©© Union took a groat interest in our oaa© a nd i© eartain that th© ©as©  
oan b© «on# Tbar© ar© *©v©ral othor lawyor© working  with him»

B© s ida© that, w© w«r© teld that if wo know friand © who w©r© influentlai, it  
would b© a gr©at help to hav» a 1 et ter of recommendation wrltt©n , ©o w© ha va  
turnad to you* I know th© favor wo hâve aakod of yo u 1© an unpl©aaant on©f andf  
w© hop© «inaoroly that it will not b© too naeh trou bl© for you#

g With ba©t regard© to ail#

uratafully your©#

ïoshimi and Yoshiy© K a m i
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Mr* Edmond J* Bnmis 
Director* Enesy Allen Control Unit 
Department of justice 
Washington* D* C.

Subject» Pettitioa to cancel the renounoiatlen of A merican CltlsensMp by 
Ifr* and Mrs* Toahimi Ksmei*

Dear Sir*

X hereby petition the cancellation of Mr, and ihra*  Yoahimi Kamel's renounce- 
meat of American CltlsensMp who are now interned in  Tula Lake, California*

X am a ratursad veteran with fifty-eight ninths of sarrioa with tha United States 
ira^l also* with she and a half years of sendee wit h the Hawaii national Guard* X 
fought with the 100th Infantry Battalion for which X was oited with The Silver Star 
and the Purple Heart medal* X am thirty*two yaara o f age with a wife and one child*
At present* I am a olvil service employee at the Ba val Air Station* Honolulu* As to 
ay character and references* the following persons can be referred to»

(1} Ur* Idles B* Cary, Principal of MoXinley High, School 
2688 Hillside Avenue* Honolulu* T* H*

(2) It* Cel* Harrant L* Turner (retired) Tlse-Presl dent* Lewers A Cooke* ltd**
2520 MakUd Hgts, Ed** Honolulu T* H*

(5) Capt* Clarence J* Olds* United States A n y  
70S 18th Avenue* Honolulu* T* H*

(4) Capt* Xerel Tost* Chaplain* United States Aray 
8 Chestnut Avenue* Haiareth* Pa*

Yoshlmi Kamel is ay first cousin, X havs known and associated with him since 
M s  return from Japan in 1955« Prom 1955 to 1940 he worked for the Honolulu Plumbing 
Company aa a plumber** helper, X knew him as an hon est and hard-working man* He was 
never arrested or brought before court for any crim e or misdemeanor* In October 1940* 
he visited Japan to see M s  parents and also for a v acation* He hurriedly returned 
home to Hawaii in June 1941 when conditions between  United States and Japan were un» 
certain*

On his return* X got M m  a defense job in Hlokam Field as a oarpenterfs helper 
with Hebert B* McKee* Contractor* Since X was forme rly employed by Hobart B* McKee* 
before X went into the Army* it was not difficult t o get him a job* According to 
M s  foreman* Mr* Jerry Otomaira* of 909 Pumehana Str eet* Honolulu* Toahisd was a vary 
good workerf never was ha loafing on the job* For b eing a good worker* Toshial re« 
oeived several wage increases* Be worked steadily e very day until he was picked up 
by authorities on May* 1942« He was not picked up w hile In the act of sabotaging or 
because of any offense against the government* but in the interest of Internal security 
As an American eitisen* Toshimi deserved every righ t under the Constitution of the 
United States* but was denied those rights* Cheat I njustice was done to M m *



Jfir* Edward J* Baals November 10, 1945

m  «ms sent to Topas, Utah in the Spring of 1945, where I of ten corresponded  
with him# At that time, I was stationed at Gamp Shelby, Mi ssissippi» with ths 100th  
Infantry Battalion« Bo was not happy in tho Relocat ion Camp« Bo felt hitter awd  
hurt to he seat away fro» his home» relatives and friends for n o erlao at all«

later» he was seat to Tule Lake» California# there he suet Yoahiye and was 
married in the month of October» 1944« While in tul e Lake» Yoshisd and his wife took 
no part in aiqr acts of terrorisms! uprisings were openly practiced by agitators In 
thle Lake Camp and C -�� authorities did nothing to put an end to these«

I am enclosing a four page letter» written to me by  Mr. and Mrs. Toshlmi Kamel» 
in which they explained the reasons far their renou notation« They do regret their 
loss of citinonship and have asked -�� ��� help# 1 feel that great injustice has been 
done to Hr. and Mrs. Toshimi Kamel» when oamp autho rities did not offer ample pro�
tection to Amor loan oltlsena but let agitators for ce them to renounce their citizen* 
ship under threats«

I have asked Ur* Miles B. Cary, Principal of McKinl ey High School» to assist me 
in ay petition in behalf of Mr« and Mrs« Toshimi Ka mel. X have known Ur# Cary since 
ray high school days and he has taken a great inter est in this petition.

In conclusion» X humbly beg you to reoonsider Mr« a nd Mrs. Toshlmi Kamel's re�
nouncement to their Aaerioan citizenship and pray t hat they be permitted to live in 
Hawaii, even while investigations are pending# 1 ha ve already arranged a job for 
.�# Kamel with the Bakamura Feed Store, 4220 Waialae A venue, Honolulu, if he and his 
wife are permitted to return to Hawaii# This store is owned and managed by his sis-S 
terfs husband, .�# Shigeru B&urata« Mr* Murata is willing to pay him a reasonable 
salary and to provide quarters for him and his wife # I have faith in wy eousin, 
Toshimi# 1 know that he will make a good oltisen if  he is given a chance« I am 
willing to sponsor Mr« and !&*#. Toshimi Kamel's pa role and will offer whatever bond 
necessary for their stay in Hawaii* I am also willi ng to pay their passage to 
Hawaii.

Trusting that you will give this petition your kind  attention at the earliest 
convenience, 1 -

Very truly yours.

Calvin K* Shlmogakl

Toshimi Kamel 
Yoshiye Kamel
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Manzanar, California  
November £7, 1945

PERSONAL - CONFIDENTIAL

f

dear Galen,

Thank you for yours of the 20th enclosing your lett er to  
George Gleason of the 16th* I have read both letters  
and your article in Far Eastern Survey with much inte rest*  
In view of the faot that Dillon Myer is to be in San Fran -  
eisoo on December 5th, and because I understand that the  
Fair Play Committee is planning to dissolve about the  
first of the year, I want to take this opportunity to  
chat with you informally and confidentially to give you wy 
own views on the present situation for whatever they m ay be  
worth*

1 believe that the Fair Play Committee has rendered excell�
ent service during the war and that the kind of servic e 
which it has rendered should not be discontinued, parti cu�
larly at this moment when many problems yet remain to b e 
understood and clarified* Such a group of outstandin g \J  

/  people as represent the Fair Play Committee can rend er a  
unique service at this time, because their position in the  
defense of American principles can not be challenged*

There are quite a number of things that alarm me as much  
or more than any of the events since the evacuation*

While the liquidation of the centers can be defended on  the  
grounds of the desirability of getting children back i nto  
normal life and avoidance of creating a large and depen dent  
minority group, yet the liquidation has been marked ty  
many events which are a disgrace to the American record *  
Some of these events are described in the recent bullet in  
of the American Baptist Heme Mission Society* While the  
closing of M&nzanar was accomplished nine days ahead of
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scbedule and we did not resort to force or cruelty, the  
fact was that older and dependent people were sent out  
without adequate care at the point of destination and  
hundreds of people who went out smilingly are living un der  
conditions that violate the law of the State Board of  
Health, and they find themselves unable to make a living  
and re-establish their American way of life*

But beyond all this, there are the experiences which I had  
within the last two weeks at Tule Lake* X had never seen  
another center and wanted to visit Tule to get first-h and  
information* X was prepared to see and experience a situa �
tion that was far different from Manzanar, but I wa s not  
prepared for the confusion of issues and the state of mind  
that exists in that center*

While I was attending a staff meeting in Bay Best's offlee,  
a United States Marshal served Mr* Best with the papers  
drawn ty Attorney Wayne Collins of San Francisco on behalf  
of the Civil Liberties League bringing suit for more  tten  
nine hundred renunciees* Mr. Best told me that Mr* Col lins  
had received more than $94,000 in money orders from the  
evacuees at Tule Lake, as a fee in this case* Whatever the  
purposes of the suit may be and good as the intentions o f the  
Civil Liberties League may be, it seems to me tte,t a fee  
of $94,000 raises a question whether the suit is brough t  
in the interests of the renunciees or as a racket of a mazing  
magnitude* This is the kind of suit which calls for the  
highest type of legal talent, the kind that is represent ed  
on your Advisory Board by Maurice Harrison, Bartley Crum,  
Mendel Silberberg* X hope that these men may be drawn int o 
a discussion with the legal points that are actually  involved.

I read the complaint as it was served on Mr. Best, and i t  
seemed to be based on the points of habeas corpus and  
cancellation of renunciation* The basis of the actio n appeared  
to be that the Government had permitted pressures to operate  
within the center and the renunciees had renounced as a re�
sult of pressures for which the Government was indire ctly  
responsible* Tour own letter to Dr* Gleason seems to r eflect  
this point* X wonder if these points are the major Issues  
involved*

X do not assume to speak with any authority on the subje ct  
of such an important legal matter, but X do not know a ny  
better place to express my views then to you.
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I understand that Attorney General Clark has said that  
Public Law  405, approved July 1, 1944, is constitutional  
and he expects to deport every renunciee who has acte d 
under this law* Taking a look at the brief wording of  
the Act Itself, I am impressed with the fact, as I under*  
stand it, this is the first time in the history of &  
civilized nation that a government has permitted a cit izen,  
during a state of war, to renounce his citizenship an d to  
join the citizenship of a country with which war was in  
progress« ' I understand that civilized countries have never  
permitted such a renunciation due to the well-known re*  
actions of war hysteria« The first question would, there*  
fore, be whether the law conforms to the usual procedures  
of the international code* The Act states that the "«• «Attor �
ney General shall approve such renunciation as not co ntrary  
to the interests of national d e f e n s e I n  this ease, the  
Attorney General permitted only citizens of Japanese ancestry  
to renounce their citizenship« The second question* there�
fore, is whether Congress has properly restricted the dele �
gation of authority and whether the action of the Attorn ey  
General may not have been contrary to the interests of  
national defense« The issues raised this suit are show�
ing there was pressure for whichfr̂ hg*. *j)gg have
been indirectly responsible anc^SSj^ havereencontrar y to  
the interests of national defense«

If, however, it is assumed that the law is constitutional,  
and it seems to me that there are many doubtful poin ts in�
volved, I do not believe that there is a case to be mad e  
in behalf of the majority of the remineiees insofar as the  
loss of citizenship is concerned« Those who were twenty-  
one years of age and who held dual citizenship and wh o by  
renunciation automatically became citizens of Japan  are  
therefore aliens comparable in status to all other a liens  
of Japanese ancestry in the United States« I believe it is  
a very great mistake to support those persons in this  
group who were so wobbly and weak as to express a des ire to  
go to Tula Lake and to be segregated from the more loya l  
elements in the relocation centers, and who, when they were  
at Tula Lake, themselves became members of so-called  pressure  
groups, and, after a thorough and very sympathetic he aring by  
representatives of the Department of Justice, and w ith full  
knowledge of all facts involved, renounced their Unite d 
States citizenship« These people have asked to become a liens  
and to attempt to restore their citizenship is to condo ne  
their weakness and to suggest that citizenship is a fo otball  
to be kicked around by the winning side« They have asked
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■ fco be aliens; however* the question, then arises as to wheth er  
there is any legal authority to detain a renunciee who has  
become an alien* and there is even greater question on  the  
right to deport such a person who wishes to stay in  the  
United States* I thoroughly concur with the idea that un-  

/ less these people can be shown to be dangerous to the in ter-  
v  security of the United States* there is no legal basis

under which the Government can hold them in detention when  
the war is over* Therefore* the court should grant habeas  
corpus provided security can be shown« The next point  
involved Is deportation« If I remember correctly* Harr y  
Bridges fought deportation for a number of years and f inally  

A  won his case* The only basis for the deportation of an a lien  
/ f  is that he violated the immigration laws in entering  the  
[I  country or that he is a danger to the internal security  of the  

United States* The renunoiees are certainly beyond a ny charge  
v of illegal entry* The matter of danger to the internal  security  

is an individual case to be considered and proven by t he De�
partment of Justice* So much for the conclusions to wh ich I  
have come on the group which have dual citizenship and wh ich  
are over twenty-one years of age.

There are two other groups in which* as I read the law* the  
Government has acted without authority or due considera tion  
of the interests of national defense* In the total group of  
renunoiees I am told that there are five or six hundre d hoys  
who are less than twenty-one years of age* Upon what lega l
basis does the Government accept the signature of a boy and how

the Government defend the deportation of any one* whether  
he is a volunteer or otherwise* who, at the age of less t han  
twenty-one years has renounced a citizenship which h e can not  
yet exercise? There are also in the group of former citiz ens  
those who have no dual citizenship* They have renounced  
their American citizenship and there is no reason to b elieve  
that they will become Japanese citizens* How can the Govern �
ment deport a person to Japan who expresses unwillin gness to  
go to Japanjwho has no Japanese citizenship? I beli eve that  
one of the prime essentials to "national defense" is the  
maintenance in any country of a solidarity of its cit izenship  
and that deliberately to create a group of irrespons ible citi�
zens who have no citizenship will* if carried to an extreme*  
destroy any country* The Government has embarked on this  

 ̂principle in permitting persons to renounce Ameri can citizen�
ship who have no other citizenship upon which to rely* The  
Government compounds its error when it says it will depo rt  
to Japan a «an who has no legal affiliation to Japanes e that  
does not benefit Japan nor assure the idividual of any fu ture  

citizenship status*
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We have had in Manzanar an eighteen-year old boy who had no  
Japanese citizenship who is now at Santa Fa* New Mexi co« I  
believe that he has announced his intention of being  a vol�
unteer to sail to Japan this week« In permitting Albert  
Inouye to become a member of that group, I believe that th e 
Government is violating its own mostsaored principles  of  

citizenship rights«

Forgive me for discussing matters that might better b e left  
to the lawyers, but if you think that my points are well taken,  
I should like for you to test them with friends lik e Maurice  
Harrison and others to see if there is not a better line of  
procedure to protect American principles and fair p lay then  
those which are embodied in the legal documents of Mr«

Collins«

I don’t know anything about my future plans as yet, but in  
a few days I shall write you further on that subject«

Margaret D ’llle apparently wants to go back to Japan, eit her  
under the Government or under some church or educational  

organization.

With all best wishes f

Mr« Galen M* Fisher  
11 El Sueno  
Orindo, California



Dear Ruth:

J o e  M a s a o k a
has sent the a t t a c h e d  to 
a l l  W e s t  C o a s t  da i l ies .

You  m a y  w a n t  this 
fo r  you r  f i les.



Editors

During the past week the Navy Department (Washington, United Press,

Nov. 10) revealed that Japanese Americans would he acce pted into the Navy,

The American Veterans Committee (New York, United P ress, Nov. 14) 
announced it has been informed that the Navy was reve rsing its previous 

policy barring Nisei (American born of Japanese par ents).

I feel free, then to reveal at this time the full text of  a letter 
sent to mo by Admiral Chester W. Nimitz on this subj ect, which you-may 

publish. The letter is attached:

Joe Grant Masaoka,
Regional representative
Japanese . American Citizens League

223 McAllister St., San Francisco, C

UNITED STATES PACIFIC FLEET AMD PACIFIC 

OCEAN AREAS

HEADQUARTERS OF THE COMPANDER IN CHIEF

21 October 1945

Dear Mr • Ma s a o lea :

"I acknowledge with thanks yol;r letter of October 11,

’’Americans of Japanese ancestry have served with d istinction 

in the forces of the Pacific Ocean Areas and elsewhere . They have performed 

duties as interpreters, as fighting men, and in other  activities,

’’The Navy Policy of non-acceptance of such citizens w as promulgated 

as � iqr.tfeqp of general expediency early in the war . Tho Navy Department hasx 

stptod that this policy is not to bo construed as refle cting on tho loyalty 

of any applicant. I fool that I cannot comment upon  this policy because I 
have bourne neither responsibility nor authority in its formulation.

’’However, such a policy is always subject to re—evalu ation• Person�
ally, I have no objection to acceptance by the Navy of United States citizens 

of Japanese descent, provided they moot all.' other usual requirements.

”1 am fully aware that the majority of Americans of Japa nese ancestry 
aro loyal Americans, willing to serve their country i n any capacity, and I am 

sure that Naval personnel everywhere recognize this fa ct.”

Very sincerely yours,

/s /  C . IT. Nimitz 
C. W. NIMITZ

FLEET ADMIRAL, U. S. NAVY
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report ffoyfyou on the Japanese situation  
as follows:

Dr« J«C« Geiger, Director of Public  
Health, San Francisco, sent in a top  
investigator on the basis of the report  
that Mrs« McWilliams made to Dr* Geiger.  
Remedial steps have been taken to improve  
sanitary conditions« Partitions have been  
put up in the temple to ensure more privacy  
for the families there« If you would like  
a detailed report please let her know and  
she will be glad to send it« She asks  
that you please send a letter of appre�
ciation to Dr« Geiger for the very prompt  
and effective service given on the call  
of the Consnittee.

KB

Telephoned Saturday ��
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