


144 E 24 Street
New York 10 NY

November 1, 1945

Committee on American Principles and Falr Play
2234 Telegraph Avenue
Berkeley 4, California.

Gentlemen:

Won't you be good enough to send me one copy each of
your pamphlets, as follows:

--A BALANCE SHEET ON JAPANESE EVACUATION
by Galen Fisher

-- AMERICAN FIGHTING MEN SPEAK OUT.

I enclose a stamped self-addressed envelope, and shall
be glad to remit any charge for the pamphlets 1if you
will advise me.

Thanking you for your courteous attention, I am

Very truly yours,
C

e Ay e
udrun Frey ¥




November 5, 1945

Mr, Gudrun Frey
144 E, 24 Street
New York 10, New York

Dear Mr., Irey:

Under separale cover 1 have sent you, today,
material periaining to the woik of the Coumittee aand
other informative meterial distribuled by the Committee,
which you mey find interesting.

If we can be of any further sasistance , please
do not hesitate to ¢all on us, There is no charge, for
viie material,

very sincerely yours
J ’

Constance Halllday
Secretary
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November 1,

Dear Miss Halliday:

I am returning your report with many; many thanks. The manus-

seript is finally ready after scveral revisions. I used your material

rather freely, quoting therefrom. I hope you do not mind seeing your

name here and there. The book will be out in the first part of 1946

under the title of "Beyond Prejudice"- "A Story of the Church and

Japanese Americans." The Friendship in New York is the publisher.
Very sincerely yours,

Toru Matsumoto,
Director, Committee on Resettlement
of Japanese Americans

Miss Constance, Hakliday;ySecretary
c/o Committee on American Principles and Fair Play
Headquarters: Room 203, 465 California Street

San Francisco 4, California




THE MAYOR'S COMMITTEE
ON

CIVIC UNITY OF SAN FRANCISCO

Maurice E. Harrison, Chairman

November 1, 1945

Mrs. Ruth W. Kingman
Chairman, pro-tem
Organizing Committee of California
Committee on American Principles

& Fair Play
Room 203, 465 California Street
San FPrancisco 4, California

Dear Mrs, Kingman:

This will acknowledge your
form letter of Oct, 25, wherein you
ask that the Committee consider the
By-Laws of your organization and for-
ward any suggestions to you before
November 15.

This matter was considered
by the Committee at its meeting on
Wednesday, October 31, and it was de-
cided that such action did not come
within the province of the Mayor's
Committee,

Very truly yours,

J

Eneas J./ Kane
Public Service Assistant
to the Mayor

EJK:MK

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Eugene B. Block John W, Bussey John H. Fisher Mrs. Jewel D. House Dr. C. D. Toliver
Harold J. Boyd Matt Crawford Robert B. Flippin Joseph James Henry Shue Tom
Rev. Thos. F. Burke Bartley C. Crum Frank P. Foisie Rev. John C, Leffler Mrs. Oleta Yates

ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO:
Eneas J. Kane, Public Service Assistant to the Mayor, Room 200, City Hall, MArket 0163




THE REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
BERKELEY 4, CALIFORNIA

ROBERT M. UNDERHILL
SECRETARY AND TREASURER

November 24 1945

Pacific Coast Committee on American Principles and Fair Play
Alta Vista Suilding
RR87 Telegraph Avenue
Berkeley, California
Gentlemens

You will please take notice that the month-to-month
tenancy under which you occupy space, to wit, Room 218
in that certain building located on the northeast corner of
Telegraph Avenue and Bancroft Way in the City of Berkeley,
County of Alameda, State of California, commonly known as the
Alta Vista Building, is by this notice terminated, effective
as of December 31, 1945, and you are hereby notified to
remove from said space and to surrender possession thereof

not later than December 31, 1945,

Very truly yours,

THE REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

By

Secretary




THE REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
BERKELEY 4, CALIFORNIA

ROBERT M. UNDERHILL
SECRETARY AND TREASURER

November 2,-1945

Pacific Coast Committee on American Principles and Fair Play
Alta Vista Building,

R287 Telegraph Avenue,

Berkeley, California

Gentlemen:

For the purpose of adding to the grounds of the University
of California, The Regents of the University of California, through
condemnation proceedings, has acquired title to, and now owns, the
land on the northeast corner of Telegraph Avenue and Bancroft Way in
the City of Berkeley, County of Alameda, State of California, and
the building located thereon, commonly known as the Alta Vista
Building.

To make this land available for university uses, it is
intended to tear down the building immediately after the first of
1946. It is also necessary to wreck the building because it is
unsafe. In this connection, the Building Inspector of the City of
Berkeley has written the prior owner as follows:

"At this time we regret to inform you that the
above five story wood frame building, which is owned
and maintained by you, is in a dangerous and unsafe
condition and unfit for occupancy. Owing to the
hazardous condition of this building, it must be
demolished."

Although with this letter you have been handed a formal
notice terminating your tenancy as of December 31, 1945, you are
advised that your occupancy of the building after November 1, 1945
will be solely at your own risk, and that The Regents of the Univer-
sity of California will not be responsible after that date for death
or any injury to you, or damage to any of your property because of
the unsafe condition of the building. Accordingly, you are urged
to vacate the building at the earliest possible date. No rental
other than what may have been paid the prior owner will be charged
you, or accepted from you, for the period commencing November 1, 1945.

Very truly yours,
THE REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

i S e

Secretary

B}r

L




. E. D. MINTON, PRESIDENT
OWENS MINTON, Sec'y-TREAS.
VAN E. JOHNSON, VIiCcE-PRES.

PHONE MTN. VIEW 523

Mindon Lumber @ampa&u;

INCORPORATED

Lumber and Millwork

599 FRONT STREET
MOUNTAIN VIEW, CALIF.

Nov 4,1945
Mrs, tuth w. Kingman,Chairman
Committee on american rrinciples and tair Play
465 Calif. St.
San Francisco,4,Calif,

Dear Mrs. Kingman:

Correspondence for the Mountain View Council
for Civic Unity has been addressed to me ., Out of town business
interests keep me away from mountain View most of the time,so L
request that you address correspondence to either or both

nev, Robert N, Boswell
748 Mercy ot. Mountain View

Kenneth . Slater
620 Calif., ot. Mountain view

Both these gentlemen are active in the mountain View Council,which
is doing good work,

Sincerely,




Novenmber 5, 1945

Mr., Maurice E. Herrison
111 Sutter Street
San Francisco 4, Californim

Dear Mr, Herrison:

You may heve noticed in the "h*c,molr"of Sunday ,
November 4, on page § the item entitled 'S, P, Accedes
to Protest By Legion", which I snclose herewlith, It
seems 1o Professor xwl Teylor, vica~Chairmen, and
myself, that 8 would be especlally spvropriate if
you, &8s Cheirmeh of the Advisory Foard, were to write
a légter to some officiel of the Southern Pacifie,
expressing ragret that 14 should have taken thie
action in deference to a protest Trom a single group,
the imoricen legion, and pointing out that the Company
nekes itself lieble to receliving similer protests

agains® other graips such as Mexloans, sh, ete, snd

that it is manifestly an un-American ~_:rocedur~

You will, of ®urse, be freec to phrese it in any
way that seems to you appropriate.

Sincerely yours,

Celen M, Fisher




November 8,

Mies Helen Murphy
4¢f Celifornie St,, Bm, 203
Sen Frencisee 4, Californie

Dear ¥Miss Murphy:

The folloving contiburtl ons have be en received
in this of fice:

Mr, Cherles He Martin S 2,00

nlle Avenus

0BE~a

o)
| TS
N
3

4
Culver City, Callf

VYory sincerely vyoire,

Cons tance Halliday

O - 4
Secrstary

Lla¢ enclosed is a bill fronm
Pureesu, S8ince Mrs, FKingmen 1:
take care of {t.




CeCot

COMMITTEE ON AMERICAN PRINCIPLES AND FAIR PLAY

Room 203, 465 California Street, Sen Francisco,/.

November 6, 1945

Mrs. McWillizms
Mrs. Kingman

Dr. J. C. Geiger
Director of Public Heelth
Sen Frencisco, Czliformia

Desr Dr. Geiger:

Please accept the heartfelt thanks
f this Committee for your prompt =nd
fficient response to the request made
y Mrs. Robert McWilliams on behelf of
the Committee in regard to the improve-
ment of facilities in the Buddhist Hostel
for resettling evacuees of Jepanese &ances-
try. I feel sure the menagement of the
hostel and its residents would wish to
join in thanking you.

Such cordiasl cooperation by &
municipal depertment is most gratifying
and reflects credit upon Meyor Lepham as
well &5 on yourself.

Sincerely yours,

Galen M, Fisherx
For the Executive Committee

GMF:ans




Eastern Office: Tri-State Office:

Room 1109 ; 615 E. & C. Building
299 Madison Ave. 17th and Curtis

NewYorkGiy17,N.Y.  Japanese Amerxcan Cltlzens League  Denver2 Colorado
Phone: Murray Hill 2-2459

Phone: Cherry 5990
An All American Orggmzatibnof American Citizens

Mid-West Office: National Headquarters San Francisco Office:

1 i
oom L0 : 413-415 BeEason BLpa. TELEPHONE 5-6501 JAP“ESE W&AN‘W QSF;AaGUE
&'&‘Eo

189 W. Madison Street
Chicago 2, Illinois Sart Lake City 1, Utan SAN FRA +“MA. 8442

Phone: Franklin 8840 :
Novemper 6, 19456

Mrs. Ruth Kingman

¢/o Miss F. Burnett
MacDougal Alley
New YoI'k, N:. Y.

Degr Rutn:

Ine enclosed 1is a copy of a memorandum submitteda by tnis office
To Saburo Kido or wnat we feel To be the Top priority problems nere
on the West Coast and wiicn nave, as well, a national bearing.

A copy of tnis nas also been sent to our kKsstern representative,
Peter Aokli. It may be possipble, I understand, that Dr. 1. T. Yatabe,
our Midwest Ofrice representative, will be on nand To speak of tne
West Coast probiems from a personal Visit wnicn ne made some time ago.

One of the problems whicn I have not pointed out partviculsrly is
the need of some arrangement with the Federal Public Housing Autnority
transmiitieda by a airective To the local public nousing autnorities to
énable returnees to secure public nousing. Those wno have been living
in nostels and with friendas are not eligible for public housing unless
they are tne distressed heasas of the famillies of & war veteran. Surely,
1t woula seem tnat Japanese Americans, displacea by war, shoulda obtain
conslaeration 1in procuring war housing unuer tune Federal Pubiic Housirg
Autnoriuy.

My best wisnes to you for a pleasant trip ana a successiul conrer
ence,

Gordially,

O

X

Joe Grant Massoks
REGIONAL REPHESENTATIVHE

For Better Americans in A Greater America




JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE
NATIONAL SPONSORS

ARIZONA
Bismor WALTER MITCHELL

Phoenix

CALIFORNIA
Mgs. WALLACE B. ALEXANDER

Orinda

Oakland

Bengamin W. Brack, M.D......
Dr. MonroE DEeutscH

Berkeley

Louis GOLDBLATT

San Francisco

KirBYy PAGE

La Habra

R1. REv. EpwarDp L. PARSONS
Rev. Dg. Irvine F. REICHERT.
Bisuop CHARLES S. REIFSNIDER
BrsHop W. BERTRAND STEVENS....
Josepa S. THOMPSON

AR VO R o Ll T
...San Francisco

Annie CLo WATSON

Dr. Ray Lyman WILBUR

CONNECTICUT

San Francisco
San Francisco
Pasadena
..Los Angeles
San Francisco
\........Berkeley

Palo Alto

Dy Wi LIAM  ALLEN INEILSON ducti oesict o dbrnesicriis

COLORADO

Bisuor W. E. HAMMAKER
James G. PArTON

FLORIDA

Winter Park

Dr. Hamirton HoLr..

ILLINOIS
Dr. Epwin R. EmMBREE

Chicago

Dr. CHARLES CLAYTON MORRISON

Chicago

Rev. Dr. Auert W. PALMER
WiLLARD TOWNSEND

KANSAS

Chicago
Chicago

WiLLiaAM ALLEN WHITE (1868-1944) ..comeocemcceccneee Emporia

MASSACHUSETTS
Dr. RaLpH BARTON PERRY

MICHIGAN
AvucusT SCHOLLE

.Cambridge

Detroit

MISSOURI

Bisaopr Epwin V. O’Hara
Bismop WILLIAM SCARLETT......

Kansas City
St. Louis

NEBRASKA
James L. PaxTon

NEW MEXICO
WitTER BYNNER

NEW YORK
Dgr. CArRL W. ACKERMAN

Omaha

Santa Fe

New York

WiLLiam AGAR

Rocer N. BALbwiN
Eucene E. BARNETT
Harry LoriN BINSEE

New York
....New York

New York
New York

Dr. HArry WoODBURN CHASE

New York

Rev. Dr. Davip pE Sora Poor

New York

Rev. Dr. HArry EmERsoN Fospick

New York

Reap Lewrs

New York

Rev. Dr. REiNgOLD NIEBUHR

New York

GEORGE SCHUYLER

New York

Dr. Joun W. THOMAS

New York

Rev. Dr. E. McNELL PoTEAT

Rochester

Mg. ANp Mgs. HARPER SIBLEY.
NormAN THOMAS

Rochester
New York

Bismor HEnrYy St. GEORGE TUCKER

New York

Brsaor James E. WALsH

NORTH CAROLINA
Dgr. Frank P. GraHAM

New York

Chapel Hill

Dr. Howaro W. Opum

Chapel Hill

OHIO
GeorGE T. TRUNDLE.......

Cleveland

Dr. 0. M. WALTON

Cleveland

OREGON
E. B. MacNAucHTON

Portland

Hon. CHARLES A. SPRAGUE
MONROE SWEETLAND

PENNSYLVANIA
PeArL S. Buck

Perkasie

Dr. Rurus M. JonEs

Haverford

Dgr. FerLix MoRrLEY

Haverford

Dg. Joun W. Nason

Swarthmore

CrAReNCE E. PIcKETT

RicaArp J. WALSH...........

Philadelphia
Perkasie

TENNESSEE
Dr. DENA FraANK FLEMING
JENNINGS PERRY

TEXAS
Dr. Homer P. RAINEY

Nashville
Nashville

UTAH
ARTHUR GAETH

Austin

Mgs. Burton W. MUSSER

Salt Lake City
Salt Lake City

VERMONT
DororHYy CANFIELD FISHER

Arlington

VIRGINIA
Rev. Dg. J. W. BiLL. MARSHALL

Richmond

WASHINGTON
Benyamin H. Kizer

Spokane

Dr. JESSE STEINER

Seattle

WASHINGTON, D. C.

Dr. WiL W. ALEXANDER
RAYmMoND Swine
Mg. Anp Mrs. CHARLES P. TAFT

HAWAIIL
Dr. MiLes E. Cary

Honolulu, T. H.




COMMITTEE ON AMERICAN PRINCIPLES AND FAIR PLAY

Room 203, 465 California Street, San Francisco, 4.

November 7, 1945.

¥rse Robert McWilliams,
€01 California Street,
San Frencisco, Cal ifornia.

Dear lrs, MeWilliams:

I was delighted %o receive your
report on the work ¢ so promptly by
Dre Golger., As you w goe, I have written
him a letter of thank

I{ is a great pleasure to be able
to turn to someone like yourself who knows

how to get things done quickly and well.

Sincerely yours,

¥ /KB
encl.

cc Mrse. Kingman




ADVISORY BOARD

Honorary Chairman
RoserT GORDON SPROUL

Chairman
Maurice E. HARRISON

James C. BAKER

Mrs. NINA BANCROFT
Davip P. BARROWS
FRANK S. BAYLEY
BenjamiN W. BLACK
HarorLp A. Brack
ALLEN C. BLAISDELL

MosTt REv. JouN J. CANTWELL, D.D.

PaiLir M. CONNELLY
JoE CraL, Jr.

Homer D. CroTTY
BArRTLEY C. CRUM
HeNrRY DUQUE

MRs. JosEPHINE DUVENECK
Henry ELLIOTT, JR.

E. C. FARNHAM

RareH T. FisHER
SANDFORD FLEMING
Henry F. Grapy
CHESTER E. GREEN
GeraLp H. Hacar
SaMUEL M. HASKINS
Mrs. Rusy HEDE
Georce C. HJELTE

J. HuGH JAcksoN

WiLL C. JAMES

GeorGe G. KipweLL
TurLy C. KNOLES
ROBERT A. LEET

VERE V. LOPER

ALFRED J. LUNDBERG
Epncar F. MAGNIN
PHaiLie N. McCoMmBs

P. G. McDoNNELL
MRs. ALFRED MCLAUGHLIN
E. B. McNAUGHTON
Mrs. RoBERT McWiLLIAMS
BEN R. MEYER

ROBERT A. MILLIKAN
WiLLiam B. MuNro
JosEpH A. MURPHY
RicHArRD M. NEUSTADT
JamMmes R. Pace

Epwarp L. ParsoNs
AureLiA H. REINHARDT
CHESTER H. RoweLL
A. B. Rubppock

JounN HENRY RuUsSELL
MENDEL B. SILBERBERG
JEsse STEINER

W. BERTRAND STEVENS
JosepH S. THOMPSON
Donavrp H. TiePETT
Mrs. MaYNArRD ToLL
AvucusT VOLLMER
Rurus B. voNKLEINSMID
IRVING M. WALKER
WALTER WANGER

Miss ANNIE CrLo WATsoN
EpwaARrD J. WHELAN

H. F. WHITTLE

Ray Lyman WiLBur

C. C. Youne

PACIFIC COAST
Committee on American Principles and Fair Play

(INCORPORATED)

Headquarters: Room 203, 465 California Street, San Francisco 4

November 8, 19456
P A

®
e

Mr. A, T. Mercier,
President,

Southern Pacific Company,
50 Market Street,

San Francisco, California,

My dear Mr. Merciler:

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

Chairman

ARTHUR CUSHMAN MCGIFFERT, JR.

Vice-Chairmen
IrviNG F. REICHERT
PauL S. TayLor

Treasurer
Harry 8. Scorr

Assistant Treasurer
GALEN M. FisHER

MRrs. WALLACE ALEXANDER
Miss LEILA ANDERSON
MonroE E. DEuTscH
FrRANK S. GAINES

RicHARD R. PERKINS
GEORGE WILsON

Executive Secretary
Mrs. RutH W. KiNGMAN

Office: 2287 Telegraph Ave.,

Room 215§
Berkeley 4
Telephone: AShberry 6214

The Committee on American Principles
and Falr Play has asked me to express its regret that
the Southern Pacific Company, as reported in the San
Francisco Chronicle of November 4, has acceded to a
protest of a local post of the American Leglon by
removing Japanese employees from Shingle Springs in

El Dorado County.

It appears from the company's

statement that the workingmen in question had been
certified to be loyal by the government and the in=
ference from the statement i1s that they have lost
thelr employment because of local racial prejudice.
If the company's example is followed by other employ=-

ers,

it will mean that workingmen of particular snces-

try, whether Oriental or Hexican or Irish, are in

eril of losing their positions whenever an aggressive
& OO .
local group expresses their racial antipathy. Such

a result would in our opinion be deplorable.

Vie

realice the problem presented in some 1solated com=-

munities where law enforcement officers are not
wllling or able to protect citizens against the
but in California

attacks of organized hoodlums:

both the Governor and the Attorney General have exe
pressed thelr desire to preserve law and order in

sltuations of this kind.

We hope that the Southern

Pacific Company will feel free in the future to re-
slst demands for the discharge of its employees on
the ground that they belong to a particular race.

Yours very truly,

'
A&lw %—(w v\
Chairman,

Committee on American Principles

and Fair Play.
MEH :FH

... Americanism is not, and never was, a matter of race or ancestry.”—Franklin D. Roosevelt, February 1, 1943




SOUTHERN PACIFIC COMPANY
65 Market St.,
San Francisco 5.
D.J.Russell

Vice President
November 9, 1945

Mr. Maurice E. Harrison, Chairman,
Pacific Coast Committee on American Principles
and Fair Play,
465 California Street,
San Francisco 4, California.
Dear Mr. Harrison:

In Mr. Mercier's absence in the east I am acknowledging your
letter to him of November 8th regarding recent newspaper dispatches
dealing with the protests against the employment by this Company of
Japanese workers at Shingle Springs in E1 Dorado Countye.

It should be pointed out that in former instances when the War
Relocation Authority sent Japanese labor to us the Authority not only
certified as to the loyalty and character of the Japanese so furnished,

but prior to such action also determined whether their presence would

be acceptable to the community to which they were to be assigned. The

incident at Shingle Springs arose because of the fallure of the Authority

to investigate the attitude of the community. This was particularly
unfortunate as it subsequently developed that no Japanese had worked in
El Dorado County prior to the war and the difficulty came about because
of the fallure of the Authority to appreciate this situation.

As our need for labor of this class is urgent at many places, I
authorized the transfer of these men to another location where their
services could be promptly utilized.

Yours truly,

(Signed) D. J. Russell




TREASURY DEPARTMENT
WASHINGTON 25

OFFICE OF
COMMISSIONER OF INTERNAL REVENUE

ADDRESS REPLY TO
COMMISSIONER OF INTERNAL REVENUE
AND REFER TO

IT:P:T:l
RET

Committee on American Principles and Fair Play
Room 203

465 Celifornia Street

San Francisco, California

Gentlemen:

Reference is made to the information submitted for use as to
whether contributions made to you are deductible in the income tax
returns of donors.

Before this matter may be properly determined, you are requested
to furnish this office with specimen copies of printed matter sold
by you, copies of letters sent in furtherance of your purposes to the
various legislators or administrative officers of City, State or
Federal Zovernments,end copies of speeches made by your officers and
members.

The data requested should be furnished not later than thirty
days from the date of this letter, reference being made to the
symbols IT:P:T:1-RET.

Very truly yours,

Norman U, Cann
Deputy Commissioner

R
o

Chief of Section
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EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Chairman

PACIFIC COAST
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Vice-Chairmen
IrviNG F. REICHERT
PauLr S. TayrLor

Headquarters: Room 203, 465 California Street, San Francisco 4

Treasurer
HaRrryY 8. Scorr

Assistant Treasurer
GALEN M. FisHER

November 9, 1945.

Mrs. WALLACE ALEXANDER
Miss LEILA ANDERSON
Monrok E. DeuTtscH
FraNK S. GAINES
RicHARD R. PERKINS
GEORGE WILsON

Executive Secretary
Mgrs. RutaH W. KiNGMAN
Office: 2287 Telegraph Ave.,
Room 215
Berkeley 4
Telephone: AShberry 6214

Mre. A, T Merecier,
President,

Southern Pacific Company,
65 Market Street,

San Francisco, California,

My dear Mr. Mercier:

This is by way of supplement and clarie
fication of my letter of yesterday, with respect to
the removal of Japanese employees of the company in
El Dorado County.

The letter referred to the possibility
that the company may have had in mind the danger of
violence against these employees and defliclencles 1n

law enforcement. There was of course nothing in

the company's published statement to indicate that
this was the ground of the protest made in the partli-
cular case. We have no reason, therefore, to believe
that the protestants =~ the members of the local post
of the American Legion = suggested, or even had in
mind, any such possibility of violence or did more
than express their opposition to the continued employ=
ment. But the company, in reaching its decision and
issuing 1its statement, had to consider all elements
of the situation, including reports of past violence,
and it seemed difficult to bellieve that it would de=~
cide on a policy of discharging employees of a partie-
cular race merely because members of a community had
expressed sentiments of antipathy toward the race,

or unless it apprehended some serious result from
continuing the employment. It was for this reason
that I called to your attention the considerations
which seemed to be involved and which caused us to
express our regret at the company's decision. There
may be a real danger that in our natural revulsion

at the methods of our enemies during the war, we may
tend to forget that our army was made up of many
races, including many soldiers of Japanese ancestry,

... Americanism is not, and never was, a matter of race or ancestry.”—Franklin D. Roosevelt, February 1, 1943

ARTHUR CUSHMAN MCGIFFERT, Jr.



Mr. A. T. Mercier

all of whom contributed to our victory, and that we
may thus lose sight to some extent of our American
ideals of fair play as between persons of different
raclial origin. It 1s because of our interest 1n
problems of this kind that we have ventured to gilve
you our views on a question of employment which
would ordinarily be of no concern to those outside
the company.

Yours very truly,

Chalirman,
Committee on American Principles
and Falr Play.

MEH s FH




SOUTHERN PACIFIC COMPANY

65 Market St. San Francisco 5
s

November 10,

Mr. Maurice E. Harrison, Chairman,
Pacific Coast Committee on American
Principles and Fair Play,

465 California Street,
San Francisco 4, California.

Harrison:

Your further letter of November 9th regarding employment

of Japanese workers on our line in El Dorado County, crossed

my reply of that date to your first letter of the
I think my letter of

sofar as we are concerned.

did not discharge the

another cation where




November 10, 1945.

The Reverend G, E, Harms,
First Baptist Church,
Auburn, California.
My dear r.
All of us who are interested in keeping America
a "land of tl "ree™ are very much pleased to see in

the public press the position of leadership which
snd the members of your Churct
Lowell have taken in support of law and order by rais-
ing funds for the restoration of the home of &gt. Tosmo
hich was burned down by hoodlums.
es are doing to protect the righ

of American citizens, regardless of their
should set a far-reaching example of true

With much appreciation, and all good

Faithfully,

R.L.Wilbur/ELF

b--CC to Pac.Coast Commitee op(<
Amer. Principles and Fair Play,
2287 Telegraph Ave., Berkeley 4.




466 East California Street
Pasadena 53 California
November 10, 1945

EPea, Villiam I, Hansen

President Couneil of Secial Agencies
25 South Euelid

Pasadena

Dear lirs. Hansens

Our executive committee in reviewing the questionnaires
was greatly pleased that so many constructive suggestions came
to you, proof that many thinking people sre aware of Pasadena
problems releting to minorities. It was also gratifying that
80 many suggested that now it was time to add a citizen of
Japanese descent to the Interracial Commission. We believe,; also,
that good will come out of the study that 35 orgenizations made
in enswering the questions.

We noted, however, that pany did not know the persomnel of
the Commission mor have much idea of what it had been trying to
dos Even though it seems wise to keep the activities quiet, I
believe it would be wise to let the publie know that such a rep-
resentative group is at worke Of course you have done this in
the fine bit of education insending out the questionnaires.

The meny suggestions made for enlsrging the Commission
and publicizing itw work may possibly end the methed of work it has set upe
O the other hand the fact that these suggestions were made secus to
prove that there is a need in this community for a larger group which will
attempt to seek facts as to racisl tensions and problems and then make the
community aware of thems It seemed t0 us to resolve itself thus-- either an
enlargement of the presemt get-up and more publieity in its work or some
new organigation. If you will refer to my letter to Dre. Blake of October 4th
you will find embodied our suggestions along this 1linee

From the growing interest among groups of race problems,
the large meeting a week 2go et Lineoln Sehool at which it was voted to
organige to work along this line; it seems to us that there may soon be
such a new organization and we hope very much that it will be led by
people who will work constructively and with a long time policy. With the
experience acquired by the Interrecial Commission we bvelieve they could be
most helpful in plamning for such an organizatiom although we &re not sure
ghether it could be set up under the Council of Social Agencies.

with appreciation for what the Commission has already

accomplished,
sincerely yours,







NeVEMBER

T

ORINPA







My Hirayuki Taketaya
Defense Comittes
2608 D

Newell, Calif,

Dear ir, ?My&:

Your letver of Novenber 11, 1545 together with
My, Famanaln's statement have been received. They make an impressive
presentation of the case. As you Inow, not only I persomlly, but
mny of my associates on this Conmittee, are fully convinced of the
injustice of the threatened deporiatien of many of the remunciants,
end we believe that rehearings, with all possible safeguerds, should
be offered o those who desire © home

You bavwe rightly stressed the prinkéiple of duress,
which I undeystand is likely to be the only possibie basis far any
rohsarings and for reversal of the verdict. I also understard that
the Yepartment of Justice is proceeding on the assumption that some
rehesr ings may be grantods Dow far this proposal has been advansed,
1 do not lmow, and you should not publicize this possibility, solely
o my statemont, since I did not gain the information directly from
any Government source,

I believe tmt everything practicable and wise s
been done by persons lilke myself in belalf of rehearings. New you
and all of us must await action by the “epartment of Justice. I an
confidedt thet the Attormey Uenerel is eommitted to as liberal an
interpretation of the law as to remmeiation as will be appreved by
the Courts.

Please accept my thanlks for your strong communicae
tion, and Yo assuved of my sympathy For &hose vho asted under duress.

Sincerely yours

Galen M, Fisher
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Ezxecutive Secretaries
Epita E. Lowry
Marxk A. Dawsez

November 15, 1945

Dear Mrs. Kingman:

You will recall that at the National Conference on Japanese Americans
the delegates authorized the executive committee to draft a letter addressed
to the President of the United States. The draft is ready and two copies
are encloged.

The understanding was that cach organization should have abgolute
freedon to endorse it or reject it, dut should notify the Committee on
Resettlement within ten days of the receipt of this letter of any aetion
teken.

For the sake of uniformity, it is suggested that cach organization
approving the letter authorize a responsible person to attach his signature
in its behalf. 1If approved, it is requested that one copy, signed, be
returned, and the second retained for your file.

In case your organization is unable to take action in ten days, plesse
present the letter to your next official meeting, and indicate when we may
expect to hear from you regarding this letter.

Thank you very mach,

Sincerely yours,

LY 5 rrwwie 4

Toru Matsumoto, Director
Committee on Resettlement of
Japanese Americang

Pacific Coast Committee on American Principles and Fair Play
Mrs. Ruth W. Kingman, Executive Secretary

2287 Telegram Avenue

Berkeley 4, California




NATIONAL CONFERENGE ON JAPANESE AMERICANS

DRAFT

Hon. Harry S. Trumen
The White House
ilaghington, D. C.
Dear Mr. President:

We address you in behalf of the Japanese minority in our country
gvacuated from the Pacific Coast defenge area in the early months of the
war with Japan as e measure of military security. It would appear now from
the record that the fears then expressed that a substantial portion of this
minority was disloyal were wholly without foundation. No case of espionage
or sabatoge occurred. Thousands volunteered for the armed forces and
thousands more were drafted and served with great distinction on the dbattle~
fields of BEurope.

It would appear, therefore, that so unprecedented en evacuation on
purcly racial grounds was not in the event justified by the fears of disloyal
activities. Yet to thousands of our loyal citizens grave injustices have
been done, and the entire social and economic life of a whole group of
people long resident among us has been uprooted.

Since the relocation procedures went into effect in October, 1942, a

substantial number of those evacuated have resettled away from the Pacific

Coast and are making their way successfully in American life. But thousands
returning to the Coast, now that the centers are being closed dby December 15,
1945, are confronted with serious problems in securing housing, employment

and assistance in re-cstablighing self-support.




Moved by the urgency of these problems, a national Conference on
Japanese Americans was held in New York on November 8th, attended by 65
representatives of 40 national organizations engeged in aiding in one way
or another the people of Japanese ancestry in re-establishing themselves.
The conference was called together by the Committee on Resettlement of
Japanese Americans of the Home Missions Council of North America.

4s a result of its deliberations, the conference desires to request
you to take the following action. The organizations officielly endorsing
this request are represented by the signers. Representatives of other
orgenizations present were in entire agreement but their official action
bag not reached us within the short time following the conference.

We requashs

1. That you authorize by executive order the creation of a gpecial
agency within the Department of the Interior to continuc the necessary
federal services to the evacuees after the War Relocation Authority goes
out of existence next June. Our experience hag shown that the several
federal departments concerned with housing, social security and employment
roquire coordination of their work in relation to this particular ninority,
whose problems are distinct and for whom the government has a peculiar
responsibility, since the problems were created by the evacuation.

2. Tha% you recommend to the Congress procedure for the consideration
of the legitimate indermity claims of this minority, whose property losscs
as a result of the forced evacuation were enormous. They were obliged to
sell property at a fraction of its value or lease or rent it at nominal

figures. Confusion reigned under the pressure of the army's orders for

speedy internment and many lost land, buildings, and movable goods




altogether. S8ince this was a war measure, it is clearly the responsibility
of the federal governnment to make proper restitution. These war claims
cortainly have as strong a moral justification as others recognized dy the
government. But there is no way of meeting them without Congressional

appropriations out of which the Federal courts may meet what they find to

" be logitimate charges against the government,

3. That the Department of Justice be requested to adopt a policy in
the deportation to Japan of interned aliens and of those who renounced
their citizenship not more onerous than that already in effect for German
enery aliens. That policy, we understand, provides for the deportation
only of those who were leaders in pro-Axis organizations or who were other-~
wige actively pro-Axis. Consideration ghould also be given to the fact
that many of the aliens have American-born children, some of whom have
served honorably in our armed forces. Such families should not be broken
up. These humane considerations, we understand, obtain in the case of
German aliens and they should equally obtain with the Japanese. All aliens
who desire to remain in the United States and concerning ' whom there ig no
convineing record of disloyalty should be given hearings.

We trust, Mr. President, that these requests will have your consideration
with appropriate instructions to the administrative departments and with a
request to Congress for consideration of the claims. We speak as American
citizens concerned for justice to a minority which is the victim of war-
time and other prejudices and whose integration in American life is a
necessary obligation of our democracy.

We are, with great respect,

Sincerely yours,
George A. Wieland, Chairman

National Conference on
Japanese Americans
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November 21, 1945

To the Delegates of the National
Conference on Japanese Americans

Dear Friends:

Since my letter to you of November 15, 19435, my attention
has been called to an error both in that letter and also in the
draft of the letter to the President, .

Will you please correct the second paragraph on page two
to read as follows:

"As a result of their deliberations, the members of the
eonference degsire to request you to take the following actione
Their names arec attached hercundef, reprosenting their persomal
endorgement of this letter to yous"

I trust that this eclears up the confusiong I shall deeply
appreciate hearing from you soon,

Sineocrecly yours,

- ; ! y)
f:?é‘)Z/‘(/ ) / @144&‘2%@’[{;
Toru Matsumoto, Dircctor
Commit¢ec on Resettlement
of Japanese Amcricans




UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

WASHINGTON

November 15, 1945

Mrs. Ruth W. Kingman
Executive Secretary
Committee on American
Principles and Fair Play
2234 Telegraph Avenue
Berkeley 4, California

Dear Mrs., Kingmans

We are sorry there has been this delay in reporting to
you on your request for the assigmment of Captain Masao Yamada
to your committee by the War Department for a West Coast speak-

ing tour.

The matter was taken up with the War Department immedi-
ately, but since the special assigmment was to be made to a pri-
vate agency, considerable delay ensued before consent for the
assigment was obtained.

Now, with permission granted, we are informed today
that Captain Yamada has been reassigned to overseas duty, and
is already in the Pacific area, so that it will be impossible
for him to be given any special detail.

Those things will happen every now and then.

Sincerely,

/ 7/
I."In IL. Tozier

Chief, Reports Division




November 8, 1945

Speakers' Branch
War Department

Room 20865

Pentagon Building
Washington 25, D. C,

Gentiemen:

This will confirm your telephone conversation of this
date with Mr. Bankson of our office, concerning assignment of
Captain Masao Yamada, 0521875 to the Committee on American
Principles and Fair Play, for a speaking tour within the area
of the Ninth Service Command,

Since Captain Yamada was attached to the Li42nd, Infantry
Combat Regiment, composed of Japanese American soldiers, and is
himself a Nisei, we feel that he would render invaluable service
in ereating good public relations on the Vest Coast, in connection
with the resettlement of Nisei soldiers, their families and other
Japancse Americans,

Captain Yamada is presently stationed at Ordnance Barracks
6835, Camp Beale, California, MHe has informed us that he is
willing and eager to accept an assignment to the above named
committee, and to engage in the proposed speaking tour.

#e would appreciate having him assigned for a period of 30
days, beginning as soon as the assignment can be made after this
date. Ve would like to have him report to Mrs. Ruth W. Kingman,
executive Secretary, Committee on American Principles and Fair
Flay, 2234 Telegraph Avenue, Berkeley 4, Celifornia,

As in the case of the several other Army officers who have
been assigned to WRA, Captain Yamada's Travel Authorizstion should
cover the Ninth Service Command and should cover his transportation
expenses and per diem., Ve would like to have a copy of his orders
to complete our files.

We appreciate the fine cooperation which the Speakers' Branch
has always given this office.

Sincerely,

e
Fil. 1 A
cc: ¢ Mrs, Ruth Kingman Vi gda ' ¥ BLe ]
Exec.Secy,Committee on American Principlesy. u. Tozier

and Fair Play
2234 Telegraph Avenue Chief, Reports Division

Berkeley, California
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NATIONAL JAPANESE AMERICAN STUDENT HELOCATION COUNCIL

1201 CHESTNUT STREET, PHILADELPHIA 7, PENNSYLVANIA

RITTENHOUSE 9372
JouN W. TuoMas, Chairman

ANN M. GrayBiLL, Director Novenber 16, 1945

Nzo Takasvct, Placement Counselor

Mrs., Ruth W. Kingman

Executive Secretary

Pacific Coast Committee on
American Principles & Fairplay

2289 Telegraph Avenue

Berkeley 4, California

Dear Mrs. Kingmang

In connection with the discussion at the National
Conference on Japanese Americans held in New York City on Nyvember
8, I think you may be interested in the enclosed excerpt from a
letter which we have received recently from Dr. J. C. Reagan. Dr.
Reagan was the Student Relocation Council at the Gila River Reloca=-
tion Center in Rivers, Arizona.

Today 1 have received a copy of the splendid letter
to President Trumaen drafted by the Executive Committee from the
National Conference on Japanese Americans. On Tuesday of next
week I will have an opportunity to present it to John Thomas, the
present Chairmen of NJASRC. I sincerely hope he will authorize a
signature from the Student Relocation Council,

May I tell you again how very much I enjoyed your
presentation at the New York meeting. I heartily endorse the work
which your committee is doing on the West Coast and realize how
mach of this work is due to your fine leadership. At your conven-
ience, I would welcome suggestions from you regarding the work of
student relocation.

Sincerely yours,

o N,

ANN M, GRAYBI
Director

AMG:lws

Enclosuret Excerpt

The Membership of the Council appears on the reverse of this sheet.
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This Council was organized at the request of the War Relocation Authority and with the approval of the War
Department. The purpose of the Council is to assist in the relocation of studéents who have been evacuated
from West Coast war zomes and who wish to continue their studies on the college or umiversity level.
JOHN W. THOMAS, Chairman ANN M. GRAYBILL, Director
CARL ACKERMAN Dean, School of Journalism, Columbia University
Director, Institute for Advanced Studies
President, Occidental College
Program Secretary, Hazen Foundation
EarL R. BroWN...... Executive Secy., Board of Missions and Church Ext. of the Methodist Church
E. FAy CAMPBELL Director, Dept. of Colleges and Theological Seminaries, Presbyterian Church
Assistant Executive Secretary, American Friends Service Committee
Reformed Church in America
GARTER FIJAVIDSON ol el T A e e e Rt LR Sl ettt President, Knox College
Executive Secretary, Home Missions Council
Board of National Missions, Evangelical and Reformed Church
Provost, University of California
CEARENCESANDYRSTRA 4, Aot Ul e b on sl SRt Provost, University of California, Los Angeles
WAETERHCHHERES e Uk e 2 o2 Executive Secretary, American Association of Junior Colleges
Mirron S. EISENHOWER President, Kansas State College of Agriculture and Applied Science
Mrs. MARTHA FLETCHER Staff Executive of American Unitarian Youth
RAYHGIBBONS!, aerdl i, Director, Council for Social Action, Congregational Christian Church
Frank P. GraHAM President, University of North Carolina
Secy., Dept. of Educatienal Institutions, The Bd. of Ed. of the Methodist Church
Secretary, Board of Education, United Lutheran Church in America
CArL HEINMILLER. . Executive Secretary and Treasurer, Missionary Society of the Evangelical Church
HaroLp B. INGALLS........ Associate Secretary, National Council of Student Christian Associations
THEoDORE H. JACK President, Randolph-Macon Women’s College
Sasuro Kino National President, Japanese American Citizen’s League
T W Magseraty. Mo % g, Dot Doilia n Foreign Mission Board, Southern Baptist Convention
WiLLiAM Q. MENDENHALL. ,.... Former President, Whittier College
KarL W. ONTHANK Dean, University of Oregon
Executive Secretary, American Friends Service Committee
Executive Director, Jesuit Educational Association
National Director, B’nai B’rith Hillel Foundations
Clergyman, Congregational Christian Church, Darien, Connecticut
ERNESTAL.f SCHOFIELD il 3 hidsa il Lo o0 s amthia e Executive Secretary, World Student Service Fund
Lee PauL Siec ! President, University of Washington
KENNsaiy CauM e Siprse tails i il i it bt SR Ri i st St e President, Bowdoin College
GuYy SNAVELY Executive Director, Association of American Colleges
.. President, University of California
Secy., Dept. of Cities, American Baptist Home Mission Society
President, Association of State Teachers Colleges
WiLLArRD M. WICKIZER. ....... Executive Secretary, Committee on War Services, Disciples of Christ
GEORGE A. WIELAND Dir. Home Depart. National Council of the Protestant Episcopal Church
Ray LymMman WILBUR Chancellor, Stanford University
Yoranpa B. WILKERSON. . Interracial Ed. Secy., Nat’l Stud. Council, Young Women’s Christian Asso.
M. R. ZiGLER 3 Executive Secretary, Brethren Service Committee
President, American Council on Education

Consultants:

Bess GoODYKOONTZ t Assistant Commissioner of Education, United States Office of Education
JorN H. ProviNsE Chief, Community Management Division, War Relocation Authority

THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE COUNCIL

Joun W. Tuomas, Chairman Professor, Crozer Theological Seminary
EARL R, BrowN Executive Secy., Board of Missions and Church Ext. of the Methodist Church
E. FAy CAMPBELL Director, Dept. of Colleges and Theological Seminaries, Presbyterian Church
C. Reep Cary Assistant Executive Secretary, American Friends Service Committee
HaroLp B. INGALLS........ Associate Secretary, National Council of Student Christian Associations
JORNGWY I INASONSS 2 s Spilbl it vl s il e Enne i B2 IO UE U td President, Swarthmore College
Epwarp B. RooNEY Executive Director, Jesuit Educational Association
Executive Secretary, World Student Service Fund

Executive Director, Association of Americah Colleges

Dir. Home Depart. National Council of the Protestant Episcopal Church

Yoranpa B. WILKERSON. . Interracial Ed. Secy., Nat'l Stud. Council, Young Women’s Christian Asso.

(Titles are given for identification only and in no way commit the institution to which the council member belongs.)




Excerpt from Dr. J. C. Reagen's letter of November 7, 1945 to
Ann M. Greybill. Received 11/13/45

There are several things which should be done, and
perhaps you are in a position to pass the suggestion on to
where it might get results. The old people, though usually
provided for with admirable filisl piety by their sons and
daughters, sometimes find themselves helpfess and alone.
There should be a home for them, I should say a farm where
they could be made to feel that they are doing something
to support themselves, among those who understand them end
speak their own language.

Another thing: Hundres, perhaps thousands, of American
boys and girls of Japanese ancestry have, under undue influence
of families into which they have married, renounced United
States citizenship. I am sure that it now can be shown that
they did so under such conditions as to render the act irees-
ponsitle. They should be permitted to regair their lost birth-
right.




Aqriculfuml an(} Enclusfviul Sfofe Co”eqe

Naslwi”e, Tennessee

50(,i0'0qq ond SOLiGI Adminisfrufion l\‘ovember 19, 1

The “ommittee on American Principles and Fair Play
2234 Telegraph Avenue
Berkeley 4, California

Gentlemens

For use in connection with our classes in race
relations, races and nationalism, minority groups, and social
problems in general, will you please d me a copy of$

AMERICAN FIGHTING MEN SPEAK OUT,

Thanking you for y courtesy, I am

Sincerely yours,

L}(l 1it A~u"—he’
Lecturer in ®ocial Studies
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November 19, 1945.

Mrs. Ru
287 Te
erkele

th Kingmean,
elegraph Ave.,
ey 4, Calif.

Dear Mrs. Kingman:

Enclosed is the Summery of the National Conference
on Japanese Americans held on November 8th. I thought I
would submit a copy to you for your inspection before I
heve it mimeographed. P”ea ¢ return it at your earliest
convenience with your corrections.

Thank you very much again for your part in the con-
ference.

Sincerely yours,

i B2 )/MQ.QMMO,Q

1

Toru Matsumoto
Director, Committee on
of _Japanese Americans




November 20, 1945

Mr. Toru Matsumoto

Committee on Resettlement of
Japanese Americans

297 - Pourth Avenue

New York 10, New York

Dear Toru:

Here I am back in the office and it is hard to
believe that I have been to New York and back, except that
the reports from the hostels and Army barracks living quarters
are increasingly distressing. Iverything seems 1o be about
the same as when I left, I never cease to be amezed at what-
ever 1t is in Dillon Myer's mind that mekes it possible for
him to accept responsibility for what is happening out here.
All we can hope is that this phase will soon be over and that
responsible groups will pick up their task of putting the
pieces together,

Yesterday I regeived the letter drawn up by Roger Baldwin.
Galen Fisher looked it over and I will have & Committee vote
on it within a week. I hope that will not be too late and I
will wire you our confirmation es soon &s it is available,

I do not envy you having to whip into shape the findings
of the Conference., That is always the most thankless job in
connection with such a pro ject. However, as it is exactly the
sort of thing you seem to have an extraordinary flair for, I
look forward to its being & very finished piece of work, When
it is available, I hope that it will be made possible for us
to get seversl copies as &ll of our various organizations are
waiting for & full account of the Conference.

Will you please let me know what comes of the meeting of
the two delegates from the Conference with Miss Jane Hoey, as
I feel some responsibility for that follow-up, I am writing
to Miss Hoey today merely thanking her for the good time she
gave me in Weshington, and referring to the meeting I presume
has been held before this date.




It was good to meet you at last. Do let me know when
you are coming to the West Coast as we will try to see that
you get in touch with all the persons out here who ean be
of help to you and whom you in turn can help.

If you will send me & note with the names of the
church leaders you asked me to write to I shall be glad
to get the letters off immediately. Don't hesitate to
suggest what you feel should be pointed out in those letters.

Very sincerely yours,

Ruth W. Kingman




Nov, 23, 1945

Mr, Toru Matsumoto,
Jepenese Committee on Resettlement

New York City, N.Y.
Dear Torus

I an typing this myself, se please pardon the inevitable errops,

As I romember the preliminary form of the Conferonce Summary,
whieh you zeant to me Tor comm enY, you did not {aclude aay
notetion of the statenent sent 1.n by the American Couneil on
Race Relaticns ,88 presented by Clarenes ickett,

Az much 8f not most of the work out lere on the coaat will soon
b8 uunder ths 'ipo:;aorshin of the Oouncil, I think that it is very
importent that these pcim- na notei if for nothing else, in the
interest of good publiec relation: H;‘1 he Coungil,

Tommcbopy of Sandy Tiveripht's letter got into ¢
ths aftsrhoon sesslon, and terhans ad u ® iy

" “ '

W Brisfease during
49 3.51:)y6d from
L wieh to note

4
your mind, At eny rate, I feecl sure that y",‘ will

tha "Sugbsstions Por Le%l ov wa ek Mr, Pickett referred, There
was a jot of *3:;}. discuseion in taat lalier period which wes not
coverdd in that summary, en this may be *» holdpful in recallingi ¢t

t6 you mnd yf}u.!' secretary.
I hope that this wont slow things up, and I know how maddening it
is to racelve eddidionel material, but I Blso know thet you wish

the sucmary %o be ae comprehensive sa possible.

Very sincerely yours,

Ruth ¥, ingwmn
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November 27, 1945

Mrs. Buth W. Kingman
RR87 Telegraph Avenue
San Francisco, California

Dear Ruth:

I have your letters of November 20 and November R3, 19%%{57W¢b/
Thank you very much for both. I am certainly glad you have™His

recommendation from Mr. Liveright. I have been wondering about it.

The first item of business today is to let you know about the
American Council on Race Relations. On November 17th they adopted
& resolution to endorse the objectives contained in the letter to
the President and also resc 1Vba that we should appoint a delegation
to present the letter to the President in person. The Committee on
Resettlement, meeting on November Rdrd, authorized such a delegation
and we are seeking an opportunity to see the President. Jersonel
of the committee will include Clarence Pickett, Dwrss:-t ng Jhe
American Council, Roswell Barnes representing the Federa J uncil,
and & person of Japanese ancestry representing the ﬁamel« isslons
Council.

Although most people think that I should be the one to represent
the Home Missions Council and also the person of Japanese ancestry,

1

I feel strongly that this place should go to a Nisei veteran.

when you put your heads together with Galen and others, you
might have recommendations to the President whicl 1 you might want us
to take to him, if and when we get an opportunity to see him.

Also at the meeting of the 23rd, it w leci | that the Committee
on Resettlement will be terminated by +t the year. We are now
in the process of ‘negotiation with the faa ral Council hoping that the




abacn
Federal Council will absedwe our work in their Department on Race
Relations and Social Action. The recommendation from Galen Fisher on
this will have weight. Address all communications to Dr. Roswell P.
Barnes, Federal Council of Churches, 297 Fourth Avenue, New York City.

My visit to the west coast will also depend upon the decision of
the Federal Council. I will get in touch with you as soon as I know.

Very sincerely yours,

S~

Toru Matsumoto, Director
Committee on Resettlement
of Japanese Americans
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November 20, 1945

Miss Florence Burnett
5 McDougell Alley
New Yoxrk City, N. Y.

Dear Florence:

What with the rain and the cab coming so soon and
being poured inte it by the Navy, I didn't get much of
& chancs Vo thank you and Doris for the fun week I had
with you in the Alley.

I do hope that my presence didn't add that extra
straw to your busy days and nights vhich might have
proven juat too much for el ther of you,

Now that I am back in my office the Alley and
Carousel and Harvey, and the automats, et al, seem
very much in the Harvey aura. However, with Frank Fay
I enjoy that general sensation, and it is all I can do
$0 anawer most of my friends' questions with his stook
answer "What have you got in mind%"

Thank you and Dords again very much, not to mention
the Navy, for & wonderful week. Do come to San Franel sco
sometime and we'll see what we can offer out here.

Very sincerely yours,

Ruth W, Kingman

RiKies




November

Miss Elsie Harper
Room 464

600 Lexington Avenue
New York, N, Y,

Dear Miss Harper:

It was good %o talk with you while I was in New
York and t0 know that there is some chance that you
might be coming to the West Coast before too long. Upon
my return to Berkeley, I tried to resch Helen Flack, but
was unable to c¢all the office in Oakland in time to make
an appointment.

The situation here in California seems to be in-
creasingly grim for the returning evacuees, The whole
program of the War Relocation Authority &ppesars to be
taking & more abortive turn every day. ZEven some of their
own Caucasian personnel seem to be sufferinhg from pangs of
conscience over the results of the present poliecy.

There appears to be no possible medification to be
suggested, That beingzg the case, I think that we will
simply have to call it 2 day as far as WRA is concemed,
and see what other govermment agencies and the private
agencies can do to patch the thing up.

We can hope that the New York Conference pointed up
some of the places where ivate agencies can do a job,
How effective that job will be will depend, in no small
degree, on how much support the local agencies can get from
their national headquarters.

It is good to know that the YWCA can &lways be counted
on both locally and nationslly. Your suggestion that a
strong board member be assigned to do some work here on the
Coast seems to me to be a particularly sound one, &s most




of the opposition to work for the Amexican Japanese comes
from "the board member constituency" in the state.

Please let me know when you are coming out as I went
very mmeh to see you here in California,

Yery sincerely yowrs,

Ruth ¥. Kingman
Executive Secretary




Novenber

Miss Mary Hurlbutt
New York School of Social Work

»T>) ]
1 AR oD 'O

New York, N. Y.

Dear Miss Hurlbutt:

I wes very sorry to have had to leave you before
thé hors d'euvres arrived, Perhaps 1t was just as
well as I went straight from you to a meeting with a
gouple of my Jevish friends who took me to my first
Kosher fesst, It was great fun end I enjoyed all the
food, hut I was glad that there was somewhat of a vold
into which it might be placed.

I am still wondering if our Conference acfomplished
anything like we hoped it wuld., Also, I em still
thinking about what you said when you assured me that
the degres of coordination of liberal forces out here
has resched & higher dezree of effectiveness than that
sy far attained in the Bast,

In one way iV was encouraging and in another way
bitterly discouraging as we feel that we stlll have
practically the whole way to go. Yesterday I talked
for a few moments with Annie Clo Watson who told me that
in San Francisco, at least, they are trying to move
towards something like concerted action in support of
the returning evacuees, How far thet move w1l be
successful has yet to be seen., There is bound to be a
report available sooner or later and I shall see that
you recelve whatever is put out on the subject.

Thank you again for the nice "interim period at
the Crammercy Park Hotel.,"™ I hope that 4%t will not be
too long before it can be repeated in San Francl seo,

Very sincerely yours,

Rath W, Kiagnan




November 20, 1945

Dr. Vim. S. Bernard

National Committee on Post-War
Immigration Policy

Room 815

36 West 44th Street

New York, N, Y.

Dear Dr, Bernard:

Following our conversation the day before the
Conference on Japanese Resettlement, I told Mr, Mat-
sumoto that I was delighted that you expected to attend
at least one session of the Conference.

We were glad to see you there and hope that at
least some of the discussion proved applicable to the
problems you are trying to solve in your orgenization.

I was glad to meet you personally and hope that
our paths will cross again in the not too far distant
future,

Sincerely yours,

Ruth W, Kingmen
Executive Sécretary
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MAaRK A. DAWBER

Mrs. Ruth W. Kingman,
1)

87 Telegraph Ave.,
Berkeley 4, Calif.

Dear Ruth:

1 have just received your telegram about the
manuscript. wish to thank you for your kindness
in calling my attention to this. I shall take
care of the matter.

ju
T

If you have a chance to see Eleanor Breed,
Please thank her for me.

Sincerely yours,

Toru Matsumoto
Director, Committee on Resettlement
of Japanese Americans
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THE REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
BERKELEY 4, CALIFORNIA

ROBERT M. UNDERHILL
SECRETARY AND TREASURER

23
November &, 1945

rs Lo, X/ Cngmann,
Alta Vista Building,

RR87 Telegraph Avenue,
Berkeley, California

For the purpose of adding to the grounds of the University
of California, The Regents of the University of California, through
condemnation proceedings, has acquired title to, and now owns, the
land on the northeast corner of Telegraph Avenue and Bancroft Way in
the City of Berkeley, County of Alameda, State of California, and
the building located thereon, commonly known as the Alta Vista
Building.

To make this land available for university uses, it is
intended to tear down the building immediately after the first of
1946, It is also necessary to wreck the building because it is
unsafe. In this connection, the Building Inspector of the City of
Berkeley has written the prior owner as follows:

"At this time we regret to inform you that the
above five story wood frame building, which is owned
and maintained by you, is in a dangerous and unsafe
condition and unfit for occupancy. Owing to the
hazardous condition of this building, it must be
demolished."

Although with this letter you have been handed a formal
notice terminating your tenancy as of December 31, 1945, you are
advised that your occupancy of the building after November 1, 1945
will be solely at your own risk, and that The Regents of the Univer-
sity of California will not be responsible after that date for death
or any injury to you, or damage to any of your property because of
the unsafe condition of the building. Accordingly, you are urged
to vacate the building at the earliest possible date., No rental
other than what may have been paid the prior owner will be charged
you, or accepted from you, for the period commencing November 1, 1945.

Very truly yours,

THE REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

~ \MMCM,W Leg

Secretary

B?T




THE REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA
BERKELEY 4, CALIFORNIA

ROBERT M. UNDERHILL
SECRETARY AND TREASURER

Yo
November;i% 1945

Deos Ay, V. /

Alta Vista Building
2287 Telegraph Avenue
Berkeley, California

You will please take notice that the month-to-month
tenancy under which you occupy space, to wit, Room 2—/(——,
in that certain building located on the northeast corner of
Telegraph Avenue and Bancroft Way in the City of Berkeley,
County of Alameda, State of California, commonly known as the
Alta Vista Building, is by this notice terminated, effective
as of December 31, 1945, and you are hereby notified to
remove from said space and to surrender possession thereof
not later than December 31, 1945.

Very truly yours,

THE REGENTS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

C

3 \‘M \/(/\/ ¥ v/(/\/'\ '\'L/L'{

iy Secretary

By




November 24, 1045

Mr. Marvin O, Adems
P, O, Boot 115
Ies Altos, California

Dear Mr, Adsms:

Your letter came while I wes in
New York, and I have only now reached the place
in my pile of correspondence where it has awaited
ny retuirn,

Your inouiriez re compensation for
loss are very interesting, an? should probably be
turned over to the Americen Civil Liberties Union,
vhose lawyers &re hendling most of the csses of
Japanese Amexi cans,

I 4o not think that letters to Congress-
men will prove effective in tho eass of indemuifica-
tion., It vill remire individual action on esach gase,
end, therefore, will nseéd considerable lesal procedure.

Mys, Josaphine Duveneck, whom I eém sure
that you know, is guite familisr with what is being
dons, and ¢&n keep you ™up"” on developmenis,

Very sincerdly yours,

Mpa, Ruth W, Kingman
Executive Secretary
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November 24, 1845

¥r, Hollis Wilbur
a5 South Maelid
Fesedens 1, California

Dear Hollis:

Galen Fisher asked me to inquire re
She cost of mimeographing his Chrissian Ceatury
articles of October 24th. I found that the cost
for 8O0 eopies would be approrimately 20,00, at

the rate of $11.00 for the first 200 copies snd
22,80 tor each eddl tdonal one hundred,

48 we do not contemplate any wids uas
of the copy end hed 20% expected % heve 1t mimace
graphed, it might be gsimpler if' you people hed {4
reproduced for your osn uee, rather than have the
exXpende inourred to cover miline from howm

However, if you wish us %o ¢

¢in have 1% dons here provided you pey
copies you wisk te erder,

¥ary Sizocerely 3

Mys, BEuth ¥, Kingman
Execntive -ec"e‘mry

AAK: o6

oe: dirs, Theyer.







November 26, 1945

Rabbi Irving F, Reichert
Arguella and Lake Street
San Franeisco, California

Dear Rabbi Reichert:

Enclosed you will find a copy of & letter I sent to
our several chairmen, conteining a report of a conference
I attended in New York City on November 8th,

Together with it, you will find a copy of a letter to
President Truman, drawn up by 2 committee desighated by
those present, for signature by representatives attending
the conference. Approval of the various organizations is
now being secured, and I am suggesting that the members of
our Executive Committee give us permission to sign, 1
will phone you within one or two days for your judgment.
Personally, I feel that the letter carries very pertinent
suggestions, all moderately stated, and all of which are
well within our established policy and program,

As the evacuees return, and are meeting with little
open entegonism and most gratifying community support, much
of the work of our Committee now appears to have been satis-
factorily undertaken by loecal groups,

Our organization was originally effected to provide
support for "law abiding persons of Japanese ancestry” dur-
ing an emergency period when we were virtually the only group
on the Pacific Coast willing to give that support., Now that
other organizations, and to some extent, the federal govern-
ment, is undertaking the integration of the returnees into
normal community life, it is apparent thet the major part of
our work is done.

The By-Laws of the Committee, on page 4, read as follows:

"23 « DISSOLUTION: The Organization may be dissolved by the
Executive Conmittee at any meeting of which not less then ten
days'! notice in wri ting shall have been meiled to each member of
the Executive Committee, which notice shall state that it is in-
tended %o consider the dissolution of the Organization.™




At the request of Vice-~Chairmen, Paul S, Taylor and Irving
Reichert, I am calling the meeting for 4:00 o'clock p.m., on
Wednesday, December 12, 1945, to be held at the University of
California Young Womens' Christian Association on Allston Way,
Berkeley, California.

May this letter be considered the "not less than ten days’
notice of a meeting to consider the dissolution of the Organiza-
tion}"

Next week you will receive a reminder in the form of a reply
card, which I hope you will refurn marked "I will be present.”

Very sincerely yours,

Mrs, Ruth V. Kingman
Executive Secretary






















November 28, 1945

Dr. Robert 3tone
‘:\. F. A

Washington, D. C.

Dear Dr, and Mys, Stone:

I hope that Vernice Chamberlain Jensen told
you how sorry 1 was not to have been able %o reach
you when I had two days in Washington lest month,
I tried, but had no luck, and was not there long
enough to try more than the three times I called,

As 1t was, the day after my return, after a
week in New York, I was very glad to be here in time
to attend Al's and lMargaret's lovely wedding, I
told Harry thet I would tell you that he and Beverly
(now & WAC stationed at MeClellan Field in Sacramento)
sat on the "groom's side" of the durch, and pretended
we were family for him.

It was a beautiful wedding, and it must be a
delight to you to be welcoming Margeret into the
family, You know that Al has elways been ons of "our
boys™, and "Fish"™, as her friends call her, is a megni-
ficant person who claims the deep affection and admira-
tion of more persons than any other girl I know,

I don't expect my work to take me back to VWeshing-
ton again, so you'd better coms here to Berkeley before
too longe It's nice herel

Very sincerely yours,

'I‘JII‘S. Ruth V‘N. Kingmn




November 28, 1945

Mrs, IEvelyn Cooper
Department of the Intericr
Washington, De C,

Dear ZEvelyn:

How was the New Orleans trip? I hope
that you flew down, &s my recollection of the
horrible trains in the South strikes no pleasur-
able note.

As one usually is, I'm still 'way be-
hind in my paper work, and as one usually does,; I'm
putting off the biggest job of all - a full report
of the work of the Committee during its entire ex-
iatence ~ to be presented to the Executive Committee
when we meet to "consider dissolution,”™ --Ah me!

When are you going to come out here with
PAC or what have you? Also, what is the thinking in

Washington re the Mershall appointment?

You'd better come West, young wommnl

Cordially,

a,

Mrs. Ruth W, Xingmen

RiX:es




November 30, 1945

Mrs, Helen Cahagan Douglas
House of Representatives
Washington, D, C,

5

Dear Helen Dougles:

Thenk you again for giving me so much $time the
day I met you in the gallery of the Houses It is
always & pleasure to see you and you may be sure
that 1t is encouraging to many of us out here in
California to know that you can be counted on to
maintsin your attitudes,

Mr., Paul Taylor came in the other day and
sufigeated that I send you the enclosed material,
You may wish to add it to the other stuff I gave
you when Iws in Washington, If you feel that it
iz important, perhaps you will send copies to Mr,

Lamb &8s you did before.

You will be gled to know that Dorothea Taylor
is making a remarkable recovery from her critical
illness, UYe are all delizhted, of course, as she
is a choice person.

I understand George Outland is coming out
next week to address the Commonwealth Club, Please
tell him I hope to see him while he is here,

Very sincerely yours,

Mrs, Ruth ¥. Kingman
Executive Secretary

RiK:es

Bnes




November 30, 1945

Mrs, Phyllis Gardiner
8ll - 25th Streot
Secremento 16, California

Dear Mra. Gardiner:

Ever since our Conferenc n Secra-
mento in July I have been wanting to send you a small
check which, while I know is not adequate payment
will, I hope, show some degree of our ap
the work you did for us that day,

I have been trylng unsuccessfully
@ll these months to get your full name and addres
end only recently has Dr, Tyler had time to send
to me,

Thank you again very much for
Committee, It was good of you to give so mmch
and effort,

Y 143
NP8, I)\l; i

th
Executive




INTERNATIONAL ALLIANCE OF THEATRICAL STAGE EMPLOYES AND V.
MOVING PICTURE MACHINE OPERATORS OF THE UNITED STATES AND bma
CANADA, INTERNATIONAL BUILDING, 630 FIFTH AVE.,, NEW YORK 20, N.Y. <} (S

Affiliated with the American Federation of Labor

HARLAND HOLMDEN, First Vice-President, 760 Hippodrome Bldg., Cleveland 15, Ohio.
RICHARD F. WALSH, WILLIAM P. COVERT, Second Vice-President, 63 McRae Drive, Leaside, Toronto, Ontario,

anada.

International President FLOYD M. BILLINGSLEY, Third Vice-President, 230 Jones St., San Francisco 1, California.
JAMES ]. BRENNAN, Fourth Vice-President, Ramsey, New Jersey.

ROGER M. KENNEDY, Fifth Vice-President, 1009 Hofmann Bldg., Detroit 1, Michigan.
FELIX D. SNOW, Sixth Vice-President, 1017 Washington St., Kansas City 6, Missouri.
WILLIAM P. RAOUL, CARL G. COOPER, Seventh Vice-President, 136 North Vista St., Hollywood 86, California.
WILLIAM C. BARRETT, Eighth Vice-President, Apt. 304, 1609 No. Normandie Avenue,
General Secretary-Treasurer Hollywood 28, California.

LOUISE WRIGHT, Ninth Vice-President, Apt. 3, 5012 Victor St., Dallas 14, Texas.

2o

TELEPHONE: GLADSTONE 7187 HoLLYwooOD OFFICE
6636 HoLLYwooD BLvVD, Room 218
HoLLYwooD 28, CALIFORNIA

November 30, 1945

Mr. Homer D. Crotty, Chairman

Executive Committee of Los Angeles

Committee on American Principles and Fair Play
465 California Street, Room 203

San Francisco, 4, Cal.

Dear Mr. Crotty:

Mr. Walsh has asked me to acknowledge and thank you for
your letter of November 9th. Inasmuch as the matter referred
to concerns our Local 659, we are referring it to them with
the request that they give it proper attentiem+

Thanking you, and with best wishes, I am, j

Sincerely youvé,

—

RN it
W Brewer, RV
i

nternational Representative
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SOUTH KING STREET - HONOLULU - TERRITORY OF HAWAII

MILES E. CARY JANET R. LANDGRAF
Principal Vice Principal

November 30,

Mrs. Ruth Kingsman

California Council for Civic Unity
Room 203 = 465 California Street
Sen Francisco, California

Dear Mrs. Kingsman:

A number of people in Honolulu have become interested in the plight
of some 1,000 or more people detained at Tule Lake, California, who are
endeavoring to regain their American citizenship and to stop their de=-
portation to Japan,

Is there anything that we might do to assist in this situation? Is
there a need of funds for providing the necessary legal counsel?

ar

My own view regarding the matter is set forth in my letter to Mr. Ennis.,
Very sincerely yours,
[&/;;/Jll/d (//(_/4}44~(,j

Miles E, Cary
Acting Chairman

Enclosed are copies of correspondence bearing on this matter,




2656 Hillside Avenue
Honolulu, Hawaii
November 12, 1945

Mr, Edward J, Ennis

Director, Enemy Alien Control Unit
Department of Justice

Washington, D, C.

Dear Sir:

I am writing to you on behalf of Mr. and Mrs. Yoshimi Kamei who I under-
stand are now interned at Tule Lake, California., I do no know how much dis-
cretion your office has in this case; nevertheless, if you are in a position
to grant them a special hearing, and if extenuating circumstances are to be
taken into account in their behalf, then I plead and urge that they be allowed
to take the necessary steps to recover their United States citizenship, and
that Mr. Kamei be permitted to return to Hawaii with his wife, Mrs. Yoshiye
Kamei. In the paragraphs that follow I shall endeavor to set forth the argu-
ments that support my pesition in the matter:

1. It seems quite clear, from this vantage point, that Mr. Yoshimi Kamei
is now in this predicament as a result of a chain of circumstances
that were quite beyond his control:

a. His having been teken to Japan in infancy and his sojourn there
during the impressionable years of childhood;

b. The absence of a public program of adult ecitizenship education to
which he might have turned for help upon his return to Hawaii in
1935--since the beginning of this war the leaders in Hawaii have
begun to give serious consideration to this serious deficiency in
our program of public education;

The fact that his cousin, Mr., Calvin Shimogaki, got him a job in
one of the vital defense areas--Hickam Field--where he was taken
into custody by govermnment agents;

The fact that he was removed from his relatives and friends and
placed in a "relocation center" on the mainland of the United
States without benefit of trialj;

The probable conditions of frustration and confusion in the Topasz,
Utah, center up to the time that he was removed to Tule Lake--I
wa.s Director of Education at the Poston, Arizona, center from
July 1942 to July 1943, and know something of the disintegrative
psychological conditions under which the evacuees were living;

and that it required a thorough grounding in American-democratic
ideas and experience to enable these people to remain firm in
their confidence in America and democracy in those trying days;




Mr. Edward J. Ennis e November 12, 1945

f. The fact that Mr. and Mrs. Kamei remained aloof from Japanese
nationalistic societies in Tule Leke in spite of the terrific
pressures to which they were subjected--as described in their
letter (attached) to Mr. Calvin Shimogaki.

Mr. Yoshimi Kamei has close relatives in Hawaii, among whom are
discharged veterans of our Army, who unqualifiedly vouch for his
character and who stand ready to assist in his rehabilitation in
our community.

This judgment is supported by statements (attached) by:

Mr., Calvin Shimogaki
Mr. James T. Nakamura, and
Mr. Kazuto Shimogaki

Here is an opportunity to gain adherants for the cause of democracy
in the world situation in which the forces of communism, fascism,
and democracy are struggling with each other for ascendency.

It is quite clear that we are involved in a world ecivil war.
Democratic forces are struggling for survival against a heady,
strident communism and a fierce reactionism called fascism. Every
individual that is won over to the cause of democracy is a grain
of sand added to our side of the balance. While I know that we
must avoid a stupid sentimentality; nevertheless, we must endeavor
to be intelligent in a world situation in which the very security
of our children and our democratic cause are at steke. In this
case either a formal legalistic or a "hard boiled" policy would
overlook the crucial long-run consequences which ought to motivate
those who are making decisions regarding the future of these people.
I believe that we can win these two people over the cause of
democracy-=-if we will.

We have proclaimed to the world that we are endeavoring to foster
the emergence and development of a democratic movement and govern-~
ment in Japan; that our future security in the Pacific depends up-
on this eventuality. If this is so, then it seems both unwise and
contradictory to send back to that country, now, persons who are
embittered and confused as a result of tragic experiences which
they have had in a country that claims to be the champion of the
democratic cause. If we are genuinely and deliberately earmest
about our avowed policy in respect to Japan we will certainly avoid
sending there persons who may turn out to be positive liabilities
to the very movement we say we are endeavoring to foster. Fubthor-
more, how will the rest of the world judge us if we should behave
80 obviously inconsistently?

At this point we must make & crucial decision: we can either
make these people positive assests to democracy if we rehabilitate
them in America, or we may make them frustrated bitter enemies
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of democracy if we force them to go to Japan. The point is: that
one's attitudes are dynamic and tend to change in light of the
social conditions in which one lives; i.e., we meke people loyal

or disloyal by the way we treat them. Note: that in early 1943
when the War Department asked for American Japanese volunteers only
about 1500 men volunteered from the Evacuation Centers while nearly
10,000 volunteered in Hawaii!l

Here is an opportunity for us Americans to demonstrate to the world
our regard for the virtues justice and fair-play.

It seems quite clear to me, at this distance, that Mr. Yoshimi
Kamei has been a victim of circumstances over which he had little
or no control. We can now use him as a "whipping boy" to satisfy
certain of our baser psychological urges--if we will. But if we
do this we will be denying those rational, humane, Christian im-
pulses which also struggle for expression. Again I plead that, in
dealing with this case, our constituted authorities be intelligently
humene rather than short-sightedly hard boiled.

Mr. Ennis, I do not know all the facts regarding the case of Mr. and
Mrs. Yoshimi Kamei, but, if they are, substantially, as set forth in
their letter of November 1, 1945, to Mr, Calvin Shimogaki, and in Mr.
Shimogaki's letter to you of November 10, 1945, then I put myself on record
as follows:

First, I earnestly pray that Mr., Kamei be permitted to return to
Hawaii now and to bring his wife, Mrs. Yoshiye Kamei, with him;

Second, that our government give every possible consideration legal
and otherwise, to their plea:that they be allowed to recover their Ameri-
can citizenship;

Third, I stand ready to join with Mr. Kamei's relatives and friends
in Hawaii in guaranteeing his good conduct, should he be allowed to re-
turn here, and to assist actively in his reorientation to American life
in this community.

Sincerely yours,

Miles E. Cary
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Newell, Calif,
November 1, 1945

Dear Mr, and Nrs, Calvin Shimogalki

From the cold wintery colony of Tule Lake to the warm islend of Hawaii, we
extend our greetings and our heertefelt "thank you" for the wedding gift we received
several days ago, e were very glad to receive a letter from your mother, but you
can imagine what a surprise it was to unfold the check which was encloseds It
was very kind of you, and we wish we could fully express the deep appreciation we
feel, Thank you very much,

In one of your mother's recent letters, she mentioned the good news that you
are now proud parents of a son (Kaszuo), Congratulations] ~- and we hope both
the mother and the baby are doing well. About a week ago we sent the 1ittle baby
& small package, Although it's not very much we do hope you will 1like it,

I am afraid we've asked a biz favor of you in asking you, through Misao,
to ask a friend of yours to write a letter of recommendation to the Justice
Department for us, We hope we are not putting you through too much trouble,

Perhaps if 1 explain why we renounced, it will be easier for you to undere
stand our situation.

There are approximately 6,000 remuncees here in Tule Lake, and more than half
of these persons renounced, not on their own free will, but were compelled to do so
through foree and intimidations by the Hoshi Dan, The Hoshi Dan, a large group of

agitators who believed that people here should act and do everything exactly ss the
people of Japan, was organized in the early spring of 1944, This organization was
divided into three groups, as follovss Shokuji Kikoku Hoshi Pan for the alien
group, = Joshi Seinen Uan for the young girls, = end the Seinen Dan for the

young boyss Each morning the members would arise at reveille call (5:30 am.)

end gather in the firebresk (a large open field), First of all they would face
east and bow in silent worhip to the Emperor of Japan. Then militaristic~like
exercises and merches would follow., Even the girls would act and merch like soldiers,
with a group of buglers leading them, The girls who were members, were strictly
foruidden to wear makeeup; permanent wave their heir (had to be in braids);

or to act or dress like hakujins, By dress, I meen faney trimmings and ornaments.
All the men felks hwa to shave their head-eso men and young boys from kindergarden
age to sixty, had shaven heads, and they «ll wore a sweat shirt with a Japanese
emblem on it. We, the nonemembers used to call them the "bosaegumi® and we
resented their actions very much, for the actions made the standpoint of the pecple
in general of Tule Lake very bad, when icoked upon by the Caucasion personsl and
visitors.

Then, in the latter months of the fall of 1644, the Renocunciation Bill was
passed and signed by Congress. When hearings for renunciations began, the Hoshi Dan
members were the first to apply. At the hearing they were very rude and often made
very unpleasant remarks. Then, in hopes that we would all remounce, they began
spreading terrorism, rumors, and menace which gripped the center, liany people were
threatened and several seriously wounded, merely because they had no intentions of
renouncings We were more or less compdlled to renounce since the atmosphere of the
camp was as 1t was, There seemed to be constant fear, although it could not be
seen, it just seemed to be in our minds,




Welve tried to have our renocunciation cancelled by writing to the Justice
Department, but it was of no avail, As & last resort we have (more than a
thousand of us) deoided to fight in court the repatriation to Japan which seems
inevitable at the present time, and if possible, to have our ecitizenship returned,
Luckily for us, the very capable lawyer, lMir. Wayne M. Collins of the Civil
Liberties Union took a great interest in our case and is certain that the case
can be wone There are several other lawyers working with him,

Besides that, we were told that if we know friends who were influential, it
would be a great help to have a letter of recommendation written, so we have
turned to yous I know the favor we have asked of you is an unpleasant one, and,
we hope sineerely that it will not be too much trouble for you.

With best regards to all,
Gratefully yours,

Yoshiml and Yoshiye Kamei




1931 Kahai Street
Honolulu, T, H,
November 10, 1945

¥r, Bdward J, Enls

Director, Enemy Alien Control Unit
Department of Justioce

Washingten, D, C,

Subject: Pettition to cancel the renounciation of American Citizenship by
lir, and Mrs, Yoshimi Kamei.,

Dear Sirs

I hereby petition the cancellation of lir, end Mrs, Yoshimi Kamei's renounce-
ment of Ameriocan Citisenship who are now interned in Tule Lake, California,

I am a returned veteran with fifty-eight months of service with the United States
Army; also, with six and a half years of service with the Hawaii National Guard, I
fought with the 100th Ianfantry Battalion for which I was ocited with The Silver Star
and the Purple Heart medal, I am thirty-two years of age with a wife and one child,
At present, 1 am & civil service employee at the Naval Air Station, Honolulu, As te
my character and references, the following persoms oan be referred tos

(1) Pr, Miles E, Cary, Principal of MeKinley High School

2600 Hillside Avenue, Homolulu, T, H,
(2) 1t. Col, Harrant L, Turner (retired) ViceePresident, Lewers & Cooke, Ltd,,
2520 Makiki Hgts, Rd., Homoluly T, H,
(3) Capts Clarence J, Olds, United States Army
708 18th Avenme, Honolulu, T, H,
(4) Capte Isrel Yost, Chaplain, United States Army
§ Chestmub Avemue, Nazareth, Pa,

Yoshimi Kamei is my first cousin, I have lnown and associated with him since
his retuwrn from Japan in 1855, Fram 1935 to 1940 he worked for the Honolulu Plumbing
Company as a plumber?s helper, I knew him as an honest and harde-working man, He was
never arrested or brought before court for any erime or misdemeanor, In Ostober 1540,
he visited Japan to see his parents and also for a vacation, He hurriedly returnsd
hane to Hawail in June 1941 when conditions between United States and Japan were une
certain,

On his return, I got him a defense job in Hiocksm Field as a carpenter's helper
with Robert E, MoKee, Contractor. Since I was formerly employed by Robert E, McKee,
before I went into the Army, it wes not difficult to get him a job, According to
his foreman, Mr, Jerry Okamurs, of 909 Pumeshana Street, Honolulu, Yoshimi was a very
good worker; never was he loafing on the job, For being a good worker, Yoshimi re=
coived several wage inoreases, He worked steadily every day until he was piocked up
by suthorities on May, 1942, He was not picked up while in the act of sabotaging or
because of any offense against the govermment, but in the interest of intermal security,
As an American citisen, Yoshimi deserved every right under the Constitution of the
United States, but was demied those rights, Greet injustice was done to him,
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He was sent to Topaz, Utah in the Spring of 1943, where I often corresponded
with hime At that time, I was stationed at Camp Shelby, Mississippi, with the 100th
Infantry Battalion, He was not heppy in the Releocation Camp, He felt bitter amd
hurt to be sent away from his home, relatives and friends for no orime at all,

Later, he was sent to Tule Lake, California, There he met Yoshiye and was
married in the month of October, 1944, While in Tule Lake, Yoshimi and his wife took
no part in any acts of terrorisms; uprisings were openly practiced by agitators in
Tule Leke Camp and Camp authorities did nothing to put an esd to these.

I am enclosing a four page letter, written to me by Mr, and Mrs. Yoshimi Kamei,
in which they explained the reasons for their remouncistion, They do regret their
loss of eitigenship and have asked me for help, I feel that great injustice has been
done to lir, and Mrs, Yoshimi Xamei, when camp suthorities did not offer ample pro-
tection to American citiszens but let agitators force them to remounce their citizene
ship under threats,

I have asked Dr, Miles E, Cary, Principal of MeKinley High School, to assist me
in my petition in behalf of Mr, and Mrs, Yoshimi XKemei, I have known Dr, Cary since
my high school days and he has taken a great interest in this petition,

In eonclusion, I humbly beg you to reconsider Mr, and Mrs, Yoshimi Kemei's ree
nouncement to thelir American citizenship and pray that they be permitted to live in
Hawail, even while investigations are pending, I have already arranged a job for
¥r, Kemei with the Nakamura Feed Store, 4220 Waialse Avenue, Honolulu, if he sand hisg
wife are permitted to return to Hawaii, This store is owmed and managed by his sise
ter's husband, My, Shigeru Murata, Mr, Murata is willing to pay him a reasonable
salary and to provide quarters for him and his wife, I have faith in ny cousin,
Yoshimi, I know that he will make & good citigen if he is given a chance, I am
willing to sponsor Mr. and Mrs, Yoshimi Kamei's parole and will offer whatever bond
necessary for their stey in Hawaii., I am also willing to pay their passage to
Hﬂ.miio

Trusting thet you will give this petition your kind attention at the earliest
conveniense, I am

Very truly yours,

Calvin K, Shimogaki

Yoshimi Eamei Family No, H=308 Camp Identification No, 4044
Yoshiye Kamei » » ¥ - " " 464-B




UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

Manzenar, California
November 27, 1945

PERSONAL - CONFIDENTIAL

My dear Galen,

Thenk you for yours of the 20th enclosing your letter to
George Gleason of the 16th. I have read both letters

and your article in Far Eastern Survey with much interest.
In view of the fact that Dillon Myer is to be in San Fran-
cisco on December 5th, and because I understand that the
Fair Play Committee is planning to dissolve about the

first of the year, I want to take this opportunity to

chat with you informelly and comfidentially to glve you my
own views on the present situation for whatever they may be
worth,

I believe that the Fair Play Committee has rendered excell-
ent service during the war and that the kind of service
which it hss rendered should not be discontinued, particu-
larly at this moment when many problems yet remain to be
understood and clerified. Such a group of outstanding \/
people as rspresent the Fair Play Committee can render a
unique service at this time, because their position in the
defense of American principles can not be challenged.

There are quite a number of things that alarm me as much
or more than any of the events since the evacuation.

While the liguidation of the centers can be defended on the
grounds of the desirability of getting children back into
normal 1life and avoidance of ereating a large and dependent
minority group, yet the liquidation has been marked by
many events which are a disgrace to the American record.
Some of these events are described in the recent bulletin
of the American Baptist Home Mission Society. While the
closing of Manzanar was accomplished nine days ahead of
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schedule and we did not resort to force or cruelty, the
fact was that older and dependent people were sent out
without adequate care at the point of destination and
hndreds of peoples who went out smilingly are liviang under
conditions that violate the law of the State Board of
Health, and they find themselves unable to meke a living
and re-establish their American way of 1life.

But beyond all this, there are the experiences which I had
within the last two weeks at Tule Lake. I had never seen
another center and wanted to visit Tule to get first-hsnd
information. I was prepared to see and experience a situa-
tion that was far different from Manzanar, but I was not
prepared for the confusion of issues and the state of mind
that exists in that center.

While I was attending a staff meeting in Ray Best's office,

a United States Marshal served Mr. Best with the papers

drawn by Attorney Wayne Collins of San Francisco on behalf

of the Civil Liberties League bringing suit for more than
nine hindred renunciees. Mr. Best told me that Mr., Collins
bad received more than $94,000 in money orders from the
evacuees at Tule Leke, as a fee in this case. Whatever the
purposes of the suit may be and good as the intentions of the
Civil Liberties League may be, it seems to me thet a fee

of $94,000 raises a question whether the suit is brought

in the interests of the renunciees or as a racket of amazing
magnitude. This is the kind of suit which ealls for the
highest type of legal talent, the kind that is represented
on your Advisory Board by Maurice Harrison, Bartley Crum,
Mendel Silberberg. I hope that these men may be drawn into
& discussion with the legal points that are actually involved.

I read the complaint as it was served on Mr. Best, and it
seemed to be based on the points of habeas corpus and
cancellation of renunciation. The basis of the action appeared
to be thet the Government hed permitted pressures to operate
within the center and the renunciees had renounced as a re-
sult of pressures for which the Government wes indirectly
responsible. Your own letter to Dr. Gleason seems to reflect
this point. I wonder if these points are the mejor issues
involved,

I do not assume to speak with any authority on the subject
of such an important legal matter, but I do not know any
better place to express my views then to you.
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I understand that Attorney General Clark has said that
Public Lew 405, approved July 1, 1944, is constitutional
and he expects to deport every renunciee who has acted
under this law, Taking a look at the brief wording of

the Act itself, I am impressed with the fact, as I under-
stend it, this is the first time in the history of a
civilized nation that a government hes permitted a citizen,
during a state of war, to renounce his citizenship and to
join the citizenship of a country with which war was in
progress. I understand that clvilized countries bave never
permitted such a renunciation due to the well-known re-
actions of war hysteria. The first question would, there-
fore, be whether the law conformg to the usual procedures
of the international code. The Act states thet the",,.Attor-
ney General shall approve such renunciation as not contrary
to the interests of national defense...” In this case, the
Attorney General permitted only citizens of Japanese ancestry
to renounce their citizenship. The second question, there-
fore, 18 whether Congress has properly restricted the dele-
gation of authority and whether the action of the Attorney
General may not have been contrary to the interests of
national defense. The lssues raised in this suit are show-

ing there was pressure for whi% W have
been indirectly responsible andy, have Ppen coltrary to
the interests of national defense.

If, however, it is assumed that the law is constitutional,
and it seems to me thet there are meny doubtful points in-
volved, I do not believe that there is a case to be made

in behalf of the majority of the renunciees insofar ae the
loss of citizenship is concerned. Those who were twenty-
one years of age and who held dual citizenship and who by
renunciation automatically became citizens of Japan are
therefore aliens comparable in status to all other aliens

of Japanese ancestry in the United States. I believe it is
a very great misteke to support those persons in this

group who were so wobbly and weak as to express a desire to
go to Tule Lake and to be segregated from the more loyal
elements in the relocation centers, and who, when they were
at Tule Lake, themselves became members of so-called pressure
groups, and, after a thorough and very sympathetic hearing by
representatives of the Department of Justice, and with full
knowledge of all facts involved, renounced their United
States citizenship. These people have asked to become aliens
and to attempt to restore their eitizenship is to condone
their weakness and to suggest that citizenship is & football
to be kicked around by the winning side. They have asked
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to be aliens; however, the question then arises as to whether
there is any legal authority to detaln e renunciee who has
become an alien, and there is even greater question on the
right to deport such a person who wishes to stay in the

United States. I thoroughly concur with the idea thet un-
less these people can be shown to be dangerous to the inter-
nal security of the United States, there is no legal baeis
under which the Government can hold them in detention when

the war 1s over. Therefore, the court should grant habeas -
corpus provided security can be shown. The next point
involved is deportation. If I remember correctly, Harry
Bridges fought deportation for a2 number of years and finally
. won his case. The only basis for the deportation of an alien
is that he violated the immigration laws in entering the
country or that he is a danger to the internal security of the
United States. The renunciees are certainly beyond any charge
of 1llegal entry. The matter of danger to the internal security
is an individual case to be econsidered and proven by the De-
partment of Justice. So much for the conclusions to which I
have come on the group which have dual citizenship end which
are over twenty-one years of age.

There are two other groups in which, as I read the law, the
Government has acted without authority or due consideration
of the interests of nationzl defense. In the total group of
renuncises I am told that there are five or six mmndred boys
who are less than twenty-one years of age. Upon what legal
basis does the Government accept the signature of a boy and how
can the Government defend the deportation of any one, whether
he 1s a volunteer or otherwise, who, at the age of less than
twenty-one years has renounced a citizenship which he can not
yet exercise? There are also in the group of former citizems
those who have no dusl citizenship. They have renounced
their American citizenship and there 1is no reason to believe
that they will become Japanese citizens. How can the Govern-
ment deport a person to Japan who expresses unwillingness to
go to Japeniwho hes no Japanese citizenship? I belleve that
one of the prime essentials to "mational defense" is the
meintenance in any country of a solidarity of its citizenship
and that deliberately to create a group of irresponsible citi-
zens who have no citizenship will, if carried to an extreme,
destroy any country. The Government has embarked on this
principle in permitting persons to renounce American citizen-
ship who have no other citizenship upon which to rely. The
Government compounds its error when it says it will deport

to Japan a man who hes no legal affiliation to Ja as that
does not benefit Japan nor assure the idividual of any future
citizenship status,
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We have hed in Manzanar an eighteen-year old boy who had no
Japsnese citizenship who is now at Santa Fe, New Mexico. I
believe that he has announced his intention of being a vol-
unteer to sail to Japan this week. In permitting Albert
Inouye to become a member of that group, I belleve that the
Government is violating its own mostsacred princliples of
citizenghip rights.

Forgive me for discussing matters that might better be left

to the lawyers, but if you think that my points are well taken,
T should like for you to test them with friends like Maurice
Harrison and others to see if there i1s not a better line of
procedure to protect American principles and falr play then
those which are embodied in the legsl documents of Mr.

Collins.

I don't know anything about my future plans as yet, but in
a few days I shall write you further on that subject.

Margaret D'Ille apparently wants to go back to Japen, either
under the Government or under some chmrch or educational
organization.

With all best wishes

Mr. Galen M. Fisher
11 El1 Sueno
Orindo, California
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\i
Dre Fid‘he%z
Mrs.?Rébert MceWilliems telephoned her

report for; you on the Japanese situation
as follows:

Dre JesCs Geiger, Director of Public
Health, San Frencisco, sent in a top
investigator on the basis of the report
that Mrs. McWilliams made to Dr. Geiger.
Remedial steps have been taken to improve
sanitary conditions. Partitions have been
put up in the temple to ensure more privasy
for the families there. If you would like
& detailed report please let her know and
she will be glad to send it, She asks
that you please send a letter of appre-
ciation to Dr. Geiger for the very prompt
and effective service given on the call
of the Committee.

KB
Telephoned Saturday




