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Joint Investigations
Coltitribia Basin Joint Investigations

MARCH, 194.2, MOMTKLI PROGEESS EEPORT
General Section
Professor_Barrows_to_Devote More Time to the Joint Investigations

Professor H. H. Barrows will devote more time to the Joint Investiga-
tions i1Deginning a'bout the middle of the year, following his retirement
from active service in the University of Chicago, viiere he is Chairman of
the Department of Geography. It is expected ths.t the studies will have
"been completed, by that time, or at least will have "been Drought suffi-
ciently close to completion so that the preparation of a unified report
einbodying salient findings and recommendations from all investigations
may te launched.

W. E. Warne on Loan to ¥.ar Production Bocrd

Daring the absence of Mr. ¥arne on loan ty the Bureau of Reclamation
to the War Production Board, G- ¥. Lineweaver, Acting Chief, Information
Division, will substitute for him as co—director of the studies with Pro-
fessor Barrows.

Hearings on The Columbia Basin Pro.iect Bill

Hearings on a "bill to amend the Anti-Speculation Act (H. R. 6522)
were held during March "ty the House Committee on Irrigation and Reclama—*-
tion. jftrog those who took part in the hearings were Commissioner John C.
Page,.W. E. Warne, H. R* Stinson, and Professor Barrows of the”Bureau of
Reclamation; J. H. Smart, Farm Security Administration; Ed Davis, Director
of the Washington State Department of Conservation and Development; and
Rufns Woods and Kirl'y Billingsley of the Wenatchee Daily World. The till
remained wi.th the. Ooinmittee on Irrigation and Reclamation at the close of
the m p.th, with indications that a number of amendments were under con-
sideration. It is hoped that the till will 'te reported during April.

Dri Carl O Taylor Goes to South America

) Dr. Carl C. Taylor, Bureau of Agricultural Economics, has left Wash-
ington for a year in Argentina on an assignment for the State Department.
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During his absence, Dr. Taylorfs work as head of the Division of Farm
Population and Rural Welfare, ad. as leader of problems 10 and 27 and
participant in many of the other investigations mil 'te carried, on 'ty
Dr. John Provinse.

School District Reorganization in the Colimbia Basin
Irrigation Project Area and Contiguous Territ 2y

To assist local school officials and "boards in current school dis-
trict reorganizations, a statement vrith the above title lias "been prepared
and distributed "oy Mr. Elmer L. Breckner, Director, State Committee for
the Reorganization of School Districts Under Chapter 248, Laws of 19Al.

The statement provides answers for two questions:

1. What provision, if any, has been made for coordinating
the efforts of (a) the state and county committees now
operating irx the Colum®bia Basin counties under the 194.1
state School District Reorganization Act, and (b the
Federal, state, regional, and local agencies now en-
gaged in the Joint Investigations in the same area under
the sponsorship of the Bureau of Reclamation?

2. Vi policies, principles, and procedures shoiild. guide
those concerned with planning for this Colum®bia Basin
area a school district organization that will serve to
provide school facilities and services for the present
sparse population, "but will not operate in future years
to impede such organizational chaiges as may 'te neces-
sary to meet the educaticnal demands of an expanding
population?

In connection with the first question the statement discusses the co-
operative agreement "betvw/een ths State Committee and the Bureau of cul-
tural Economics under which the latter provides the part-time services of
a research worker, and the studies made 'by FY. T. S. Bunsa acting both as
representative of the Bureau of Agricultural Economics in the cooperative
work in Columbia Basin counties and also as investigator of that agency on
Problem 23 of the Joint Investigations. In answer to the second question
specific guides are presented to assist in the reorganization of existing
districts in such manner as to provide improved and equalized services and
a more equitable diEtribution of school support for the present popula-
tion, and also to provide a suitable "base for greatly expanded needs when
irrigation development takes place. Among the proposals, it is sioggested
that larger districts 'te created "y a reduction in the namlDer of existing
ones, and that county "boundaries 'te not accepted as district boundaries
where efficiency can be promoted ~j the inclusion of portions of two or
more counties in a single district. In proposing new district boundaries
careful consideration was urged of the irrigable and non-irrigalDle areas
and other materials indicating the prospective distritjation of population.
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Market Studies .

Mr. Calh@un reports from Washington, D. C., that .no.st of the sections
of the Market Studies report have "been completed, and: that, it is hoped to
have the full report ready for review during May.

Combined Pu~blication Planned for Reports on Problems U and 5

The publication of the report on Problem $ in printed form as one of
the series planned for the Joint Investigations will 'te combined with
that for Problem 4~ These problems involve closely related piiases of a
common subject. Problem 4 is concerned with normal water requirements
and Problem 5 with means to prevent excessive use of water. 1ke report
on Problem 5 was submitted, on DecemlDer 9,194-0. As noted iIn recent
monthly progress reports, and work on Problem 1 "being advanced rapidly.

Description of Project Area, and Its Geogra,phic SuMivisions

To provide a "background of information for investigators who have
been addea recently to some committees there has been prepared an eleven
page description of the project area and its geographic subdivisions.

A number of maps and graphs used in various reports and releases which
have been distributed to participants in the Joint Investigations accom-
pany the description. Copies of these materials may 'te olDtained from the
Field Coordinator.

Third Season of Temperature Survey Started

Ite third year of the temperature survey being conducted during the
spring, summer, and fall at 26 stations in the project area was started
during March. Thermographs and thermometers were serviced and installed
during the early part of the month, and readings were made regolarly on
and after the fifteenth. At the three key stations, evaporation pans
2nd_?n§mometers were installed in preparation for readings to start on

pril X.
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Problem Investigation Section

No,1 On other northwestern irrigation projects where "basic con-
ditions are similar to those which will be encoiintered. on the earlier
units of the Columbia Basin Project, what types- of farm econonjy (in-
cluding crops and crop programs) have "been successful? Most succes-
fol? Unsuccessful, if any? .. '

Investigation Leader R,, J. Newell, Bureau of Reclamation
Report due: Report submitted fech 11,1941

No. 2. Hlet types of farm economy are best siiited to the project
area (particularly its northernmost and saatiiei*nmost parts)..,?

Investigation Leader: 10~ H. Pubols, Washington AgricultTiral
Experiment Station

Report due: July 1, 1941

A report on Problem No. 2 entitled fA Prospectus for Agricul-
ture on the Columbia Basin Irrigation® Project, Washington,lwas
mimeographed, O©Olie constitutes Part | of a final report on Problem
No. .2 entitled Types of Pannin% for the 0 1 . & Basin Irrigation
Project, WashingtoL.,J Part | of this report will 'te distributed to
investigators as soon as an additional chart is reproduced and in-
cluded 1n the repo> b.

Farther progress was made in the preparation of farm plans and
budgets.

revised report coveririg.recommended land, uses in relation to
physical conditions for submission to SabcoiBmittee B was prepared
'ty Soil Conservation Service™ following the meeting of the Technical
Sabcoimiittee reported upon in the CTRUARY, 1942, MOMTHLY .PROGEESS
REPORT. Copies were distributed to members of the Technical Sub-
committee for comment before final presentation.

e ™hat practicable and equitable means, if any, may T used
to insure proper land use, as determined?

Investigation Xieader: P. Hetherton, VJashington State Planning Coiincil
Report due: March 1,1971

The report was completely rewritten during the month. Slices-
tions received from reviewers of the first draft have been embodied,
and the scope of the report has been enlarged to include a fuller
treatment of urban land usef “iUrpad copies of the report, it is ex-
pected, will 'e ready to distriTmte for final review by i”*ril10.
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Problem No, 1J, What are the normal water requirements for the crop and
land-use programs recoinmended by the investigators of Problem No, 2
for different parts of the project area?

Investigation Leader: R. J. Newell, Bureau of Reclamation
Report due: March 1, 1941

During March, work vas completed on those items indicated as
necessary, and for which responsibility was assumed at the Pasco
meeting of February 27,194.2. Data indicating yields of "beets and
alfalfa in relation to amaants of water applied, and. other relevant
materials were prepared and submitted, to committee members "ty
Mr. Lev.ds, and Mr. Johnston and Mr. Tilley prepared and distributed
a 110 page report presenting the materials for which the Bareau of
Reclamation had assi3ted responsibility. This report included mate-
rial on v;ater use and crop production "by projects and 'hy selected
farms, moisture equivalent and wilting point data for project soils,
and climatic data for project stations.

A meeting of the committee, and an advance meeting of a sub-
committee composed of Messrs. Jotmston, Lev/is, and Dean to analyze
the data and prepare conclusions for consideration 'by the full com-,
mittee, are scheduled for April.

Problem 5. Ito.t 1s the most practicable way of preventing excessive
use of water?

Investigation Leader: H. A. Parker, Bareau of Reclamation
Report due: Report submitted DecemlDer 9 , 1940
Problem No. 6, Mt is the optimum size of farm units for the type or
type§7of farm econon™ recommended tj the investigators of Problem
No. 2%
Investigation Leader R. J, Nev/ell, Bareau of Reclamation
Report due: October 1, 194.1
No advance on the investigation proved possible during the month
Pro~blem Eo. 7. Is there need for provision of special nXabor unitsiof
small size (permissil)le to a lower limit of ten acres under existing
law) to accommodate seasonal laborers on areas to 'te settled rela-
tively soon?

InvestigstioB (Leader: B. H. Kizer, Washington State Planning Council
William E. Warne, Bureau of Reclamation

Report due: As soon as practicable, but not later than December 31,
19Al
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A draft of the final report on this problem was completed during
the month ts/Mr. Throop in the Office of the Field Coordinator.
I"rped copies of the report will "te distributed during April for the
comment of committee members.

Problem No. 8. To delimit the sections within which it is desirable that
farms be laid out in adjustment to topography and topographically-
controlled features.

Investigation Leader: H. A. Parker, Bireau of" Reclamation
Report due: Report submitted January 28, 194.1

Problem No. 9. What feasible means could be adopted or created (a) to
help insure an adequate standard of living, and (D to minimize the
financial commitments of needy settlers in providing suitable and.
essential inrprovements?

Investigation Leader: P. Hetherton, Washington State Planning Council

Report due: Separate reports as soon as practicable; and the full
report on June 30, 1%4.1

Substantial progress was made on a num*ber of the subproblems es-
tablished under th.vs investigation. [IRie final report on Fencing was
completed in the Ctffice of the State Planning Council and distributed
for review by subcoiBlittee members. Some comments were received dur-
ing March, and it is expected tha,t the final report will "e completed
during April.A tentative, final report on Domestic Water Supply was
completed in the Office of the State Planning Council. The report,
It is expected, will be ready for the review of sulDCominittee members
"ty mid-April. The experimental work with the use of project area
soils for adote trick by Mr. Wesley Pierce under the direction of
Prof. L, C. Smith, contimes at Pullman. .

Althotigh further work on Clearing, Levelling and Ditching proved
impossilDle during the month, Mr. Parker anticipates completion of
his report on this subject in the near future. Preliminary work on
the phase of the problem concerned with Livestock has been done by
Prof. E. V. Ellington, Prof. Snsminger, and others. Conipletion of
their report during April is expected.

Problem No.10. What advantages, economic and social, and what disad-
vantages , if ary, in farm layout and farm work might result from the
concentration of settlers in small communities or nuclear hamlets?
Should experiments be made on some of the earlier project units with
such farm community centers?

Investigation Leader: Dr. Carl C. Taylor, Bureau of Agricultural
mmECONOomIcS.

Report due: October 1, 1941

Progress made and analysis of data advanced.
6
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Problem No.1 1 . What modifications, i1f any, should 'te made in present
plans for the allocation of the cost of G-rand Coulee Dam and of the

g[imary irrigation works? Should Power projects downstream, Colum-
ia River navigation, flood control, general social tenefits, and

the like te assigned an equitable share of the cost of the dam?

Investigation Leader: E. B. Dealer, Boreaa of Reclamation

Report duel Aprill,194-1

No Report ,

Problem Ho. 12. How may equitable payments toward the cost of the pri-
mary irrigation works test be secured, directly or indirectly, from
non-rural settlers (villagers, etc.) in the project area?

Investigation Leader: Paul Lems rgie, Bureau of Reclamation

Report due: April X,19A1

Discussions with coinmittee mem*bers were held on the preliminary
draft of a report earlier submitted to them by the investigation

leadere

Problem No, 13. Is it desirable and practicable to assign different re-
payment charges agoinst lands ox classes 1, 2, and 3 (as these terms
are used in the land classification survey of the project area)?

IT so, what is the best method?

Investigation Leader: ¥. ¥. Johnston, Sureau of Heclaiuation

Report due: July 1,19 1

Completion of the study awaits the further advance of farm
"budget studies goiiig forward "under Problem No. 2. Staales of oan
experience of the Farm Credit Administration on farms in southern
Idaho iDeing completed in Dr. Maughan” office will also contribute

to the solution of Problem 13.

Problem No.1 , How may financial aid best 'te extended in conservatively
adequate amounts.to needy settlers "beyond that which may accrue to
them along the lines involved in problems num*bered 10, , 12 and 13?

investigation.Leder: H. H. Johnson, Bureau of Reclamation

Report due: July 1,1971

Additional duties imposed upon investigators by war activities
prevented the committee, meeting which 1t had "been hoped to arrange
for consideration of data obtained since the meeting of September
194-1._Dr. -Provinse, BAE, and Messrs. Arnold and Smatt, FSA, plan a
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meeting in Washington, D* C« during April for discussion of material
obtained by them for use in Problem 14.. It is expected that some
assistance for the investigation leader may 'te obtained in the near
future from the Olflee of the Field Coordinator.

m No. Wiat methods exist or could 'te developed for establish-
ing the requisite control of privately OMied lands? [I'&t axe the
advantages and disadvantages of each method? Hlfet method, all rele-
vant factors considered, would be test? Miat policy or policies
should 'te adapted with respect to the axiministration or disposal of
lands "brought under effective control?

Investigation Leader: B. E. Stoutemyer, Bureau of Reclamation

mReort due; Prelimijmry report submitted April 2k,1941..

Problem Eow may the requisite control of State lands, County
landsv and railroad lands be secured?

Investigation Leader: Ed*rard Davis, Washington State Department of
Conservation ad. Development

Report due: March 15,19U
No Report

Problem No.17. To estiijoate, in the light of all relevant factors, the
annual rate at which, lands should be brought in during the first few
years (say six) after water becomes available.

Investigation Leader; H. A. Parker, Bureau of Reclaination

Report due; August 1, 1941
Farther progress on the study was not possible during the month.

££Q™Mem Jo.1]. To assist appropriate local officials and agencies in
ionnulating plans for the orderly and effective development of exist-
ing cities and villages within the project area. To determine the
optimum number of new villages for the project area and their most
advantageous placement; to design for them an appropriate number of
suitale of expansible patterns, vrith due regard to various
land uses (commercial, industrial, recreational, institutional, etc.)
to reasonable minimam requirements for buildings, to building lines,
the arrangement and vddth of streets and the like; and to plan, in-
sofar as practicable, essential public facilities, such as lighting
systems, waterworks, and sewerage systems.

Acting Investigation Leaders Edward N. Torbert, Bureau, of Reclamation

Report due; As soon as practicable; not later than Decem*ber 31,

19A1
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A report sTommarizing investigative work "bearing on the selection
of sites for new towns iIn the project area and the proceedings of the
subcommittee concerned with that problem was prepared in the Office
of the Field Coordinator and distributed to committee memoers.

Arrangements were made for cooperation in city planning activ-
ities at Pasco with Mr. Harry Aumack. As consultant for the National
Resoiirces Planning Board, Mr, Aumack is devoting a part of his time
to aiding the solution of problems arising from the establishment of
military activities and war industries in Pasco. To assist in prep-
aration of land use plans and regulations designed "both to meet cur-
rent needs and to permit ready adjustment to differing needs which
will arise when irrigation development is launched in the area just
north of Pasco, arraiigements have "been made for the preparation 'y
the Bureau of Reclaination of an accurate "base map of the city.

Problem No,19. To plan desirable additions to and modifications of the
road net in adjustment to the irrigation system, village sites and
patterns, farm hanlets (farmstead clusters), and other features,
and to prospective transportations! needs.

Investigation Leader: C. E. Fritts, Washington State Department of
Highways.

Report due: Primary network, March 1,194.1; secondaty and tertiary
systems as soon as practicable; "but not later than
December 31, 194.1

No Report

Problem No. 20. To plan desirable additions to the railroad facilities
of the project area, particularly in the form of "branch lines azld
new shipping points, in. matual adjustment with such related items
as new villages, prospective industries, and the provable transpor-
t?tioW?I needs of the future farm population and the road net to 'te
planned.

Investigation Leader: Eailroad Reprementatives; E. B. Crane,

1 A

of this problem permit; "but not later than December J,

1.1
No Report " )
Problem No> 2 1 . is the significance to the project area of the Colum-
Ma River as a commercial route, 1f improved for navigation as pro-

posed?
Investigation Leader: Lf. Col.C. R. Moore, Corps of Engineers

Report due: Report sutmitted January 2, 194.2
9
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Problem No. £2, Itiat are the essential facts with respect to the occur-

rehce, movements, quantities, and qualities of underground waters
throioghout the project area?

Investigation Leader: Arthur M. Piper, Geological Sarvey

Eeport due: For areas of relatively early development and settle-
ment May 1, 1941;for the remainder of the areas as
soon as practicable.

No Report

Problem 2. To plan the facilities (transmission lines, distrilmtion
sys ems, etc,), needed to bring electric energy mostadvantageously

settled.Vari US parts Pr ject areas progressively opened and

Investigation Leader: George A. Fleming, Bureau of Reclamation

Report due: As soon as practicable, but not later than December 31,

. The states of this investigation remained unchanged durin
March. ~ Material for the final report has been received from all

participants, "hut drafting of the report is being delayed pending
ProSem N off5rei for use in this problem by investigators of

Problem 24. Miat processing plants and other marketing facilities
inomter, type, size, and location) will be needed for efficient
nandling of the”agricultural “products of the area? How could such
xacilities De fitted to requirements during the early years of ir-
rxgation, and®also to the mature development of the project? What
otnef industries might be located advantageously in the parts of
? 2?21 ec 3 t be settled relatively soon? What_steps
snonld 12 taken to promote or guide the development of such facil-
ities and industries?

Investigation Leader: ¥. T. Calhoim, Bureau of Agricultural Eco-
nomics

U k, A c rirerenc® on report for the Committee on Problem 2U was
held on March 13 and 14 at Storrs, Connecticut, by Marion Clawson,
. "m- ressler and T. Calhoun. The preliminary report issued

in September 1941 ,was reviewed and revisions were discussed. After
these revisions are completed, the report will te sent to members

at the committee for review.

, ~r* Calhoun will 'e in the West during the next few months,

and _expects to arrange further meetings of the committee after the
revised report has been received."

10
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No. 25* To locate and plan- the 1™oiit ~d . .improvements o rural
parks and recreational groonds within th™ project area..

Investigation Leader: P. A. Banks, Bureau.,of Reclamation
Report due: June 1, 1941

Hie preparation of a final report has been launched. Some addi-
tional field work, found desirable to round .out .the .report has "been
undertaken and will te continued as necessary.,

Eie iInterest of the State Parks Committee in the problem fed
in the development of adequate recreational facilities for the popu-
lation to settle on project lands was reaffirmed in a discussion
tetwesn Mr. E. A. Carroll, Director of State Parks and the Field.
Coordinator A meeting will 'te arranged during i*ril for presenta-
tion 'by the Field Coordinator to the State Parks Committee of the
findings of the investigators. 1

Problem No, 26. To formulate plans to promote the recreational use of
the™reseirvoir area above G-rand Coulee Dam and its shore lands, not
in isolation "tat in effective interrelationship with the other di-
versifisd recreational assets of the Inland Enipire and of coatigaous
areas, from all significant local, regional, and national points of
view.

Investigation Leader: C. E. G-reider, National Park Service
Report due: When practicable; but not later tlian December 31, 194.1

The report on proposed land use in the G-rand Coulee Dam reser-
voir area, prepared, by the National Park Service at the request of
the committee, has "been reviewed by officials of the Park Service
and returned, with their approval, to the investigation leader.
Preparation of a filial report was launched and it is planned to
call shortly a final committee meeting for review of the report.

Problem No. 27. To plan the location (first for the northern and southern-
most parts of the area) and insofar as practicable, the iinprovements
of sites for rural schools, churches, community halls, market centers,
athletic fields and the like.

Investigation Leader: Dr. Carl C. Taylor, Bureau of Agricultiural
Economics

Report due; September 1, 1941

Progress made and analysis of data advanced.

11
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N8. To develop, in the light of all relevant factors, the
most advantacl@ous pattern of local governmental units to meet pro-
spective public needs. -

Investigation Leader: P» Hetherton, Washington State Planning
Council

Heport due: September 1, 19U

Tentative final reports.have iDeen completed on four of the
eleven sulDproblems of this investigation, and progress has been
mde on others. The draft of a report. on Povrer and Light was com-
pleted oy Mr. Lloyd Schram axid,will be available for review in typed

o s™ rtly. A completed report on-Conservation-was distributed
ty Dr. T. O= King for review on Marc™il7; .the,final report, it is
expected, will bé ready during\April..A report 'ty Hr. Parker on
Irrigation was submitted for review on March 28 and i1ts completion
m final form is anticipated during The rough draft of a
report on schools and school district organization, under prepara-
tion by Mr. Bansa, has™'been coirrpleted. A tentative final report on
1tomestic Water Supply is nearing completion, and work has been ad-
vanced ty the subcommittees concerned with the Recreation, General
Government, and Health aspects of the problem investigation.

B *NMOPas Bonsa, BAS, who has iDeen engaged in the study of

-.roDlem 28 since March 1%4-1, was transferred from Spokane at the
end of the month to work in Washington, OmmC.

(Sgd) Edward N. Torbert
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UNITED STATES- . .. !
DEPARTMMT OF THE "INTSFilOR
Bureau of -Reclamatruon ]
Sphrata, Washington >

Joint Investigations
Columbia Basin Joint lrwestigations

APRIL, 1942, MONTHLY PROGRESS REPORT

General Section

Interest in Settlement of Evacuated Japanese on Project Lands

Proposals have been received from several quarters involving the estab-.
lishment on project lands of Japanese families evacuated, or to be evacuated,
from the coastal portion of the State* The impracticability of such settle-
ment on lands to be irrigated by project works has been pointed out in all
instances* The vast construction program which necessarily must precede,
water delivery, absence of authority, lack of funds, and lack of materials
for construction work prevent serious consideration of Japanese settlement
on project landss

During the period when volimtary evacruation wes. permitted®by Army au_
thorities9 two small groups of Japanese settled in the northern part of the
project areae Citizens of _Moses Lake and vicinity voted in favor of the
settlement’of Japanese in that locality, and a few families occupied an aban-
doned ranch in the Hoses® Lake Irrigation District, A few families also were
settled on the Cedargreen farms near Quincy, to assist in the production of
truck crops on lands irrigated from wells. Subsequently, Seattle real estate
operators”interested in the settlement of Japanese farmers on an abandoned,
formerly irrigated orchard tract near Stratford were referred by Army au-
thorities to the Grant County Commissioners for permission”to effect the set-
tlemente The Board of Commissioners did not .support the .proposal and settle-
ment on these lands, which liefdLose to the Orand Cbulee-Banneville transmission
lines, has not blsen madee

Joint Action of the Irrigation District Boards on H. R# 6522*

The boards of the three irrigation districts held a joint meeting in
Lind on April13 for the purpose of considering means to forward congres-
sional action on the amendment to the Anti-Speculation Act, H, R.. 6522* The
boards expressed their entire satisfaction with the bill as amended by rel-
atively minor changes suggested on behalf of the districts by Mr. Cunningham#
A letter conveying this approval®of the biil, and urging the necessity for
its passage, even if it proved necessary to omit provisions found controver-
sial by the Congress, was forwarded to Commissioner Page#

*A second joint meeting of the three boards was heldiia Sphrata on April
21 with Mre Edward Davis, Director of the State Department of Conservation
and Development, to discuss the same subject and also the possibility of urg-
ing appropriations for those portions of the main canals which do not require
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priority materials so that the delivery of water to project lands might be speeded
at the conclusion of the war, Vh.en heavy demands for settlement opportunities are
anticipated. To present effectively the interest and approval of the State and
districts in H. H 6522, plans were discussed for sending a representative to Wash-
ington, D* G*

Participation in Washington State Conference of Social Work

At the request of the Washington State Conference of Social Work, a brief pro-
gram on the Joint- Investigations ms presented at the annual meeting, held in Se-
attle April 15-18, On Aprill7, Mr® Torbert spoke on Potential Contributions of
the Columbia Basin Project to Post-V/ar Adjustments, and Mr* Lloyd Fisher spoke on
Levels of Living* Discussion of the material by members of the conference fol-
lowed the talks..

ersonnel Changes

Dr* John Provinse, Division of Farm Population and Rural Welfare, BAE, .Wash-
ington, C- has transferred to the War Relocation Authority. It is hoped that
he may be available for occasional consultation on Joint Investigation problems#

Mr, Lloyd Fisher, Division of Fam Population and Rural Welfare, BAE, Berke-
ley, California, has gone to the Washington, C* office of his division to pre-
pare reports on problems ip and 27 and other materials contributing to the Joint 4
Investigations. .

Mr, Carl E. Fritts, Washington State Department of Highways, and investiga-
tion leader of Problem 19, is on indefinite leave in Washington, D* C,, to assist
in the solution of war transportation problems.

Mr* James T* McBroom, a member of the staff in the Office of the Field Coor-
dinator, was called to active duty as Ensign in the Navy on April

Mr. Wendell T. Calhoun, leader of the Marketing Studies and of Problem 2% has
been assigned to a study in California where his address will be Bureau of Agri-
cultural EconomicSj 222 Mercantile Building, Berkeley, California.

Report on Market Studies QQmpJeted

A draft of the fi.nal.report? on Market Studies was completed at the close of
the month and copies were distributed by Mr, Calhoun for review and comment*
, m, ~ A my ,.".
Questionnaire QI Settlein6rit Attitudes ,

S%ggestions for revision oF the questionnaire reproduced in the February,
1942, MONTHLY PROGRESS REPORT have been prepared by the Department of Rural Soci*
ology at Washington State College and in the Office of the Field Coordinator.
Suggestions are being prepared also by the Division of Farm Population and Rural
welfare, BAE« An offer to circulate a revised questionnaire among members of the
Farm Bureau has been received from the State Headquarters of that agency*
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Problem Investigation Section

ProlDlero No . ¥ On other nortb”stern irrigation proj.eots Mhere "basic con-
ditions are similar to those which will be encountered on the earlier
units of the Coliambia Basin iToject,- "at types of farm econon r
(including crops and crop programs) have teen successful? Most

. successful? Unsuccessful, if any?
. : foe" ..
investigation Leader: R, J. Ne”ll, Biareau of Reclamation

Report due: Report submitted March 11,19”1

Protlem ilo. 2. What types of farm economy are "best suited to the project
e area (particularly its nQrtliermiost and southernmast parts) e e o ?
. _", M e g_go_o " dame_ o
Investigation Leader:* B. H. Pubols, V/ashington Agricultural
Experiment Station v

Report due: July 1.,19M1

A revised physiographic diagran of the project area was completed
in the Office of the Field Coordinator and copies provided for inclusion
in Part | of the report entitled-MA Prospectus for Agriculture on the
Colmbia Basin Irrigation Project* VJashington.n

During the month fiorther progress made on other pscrts of the
problem "by preparation of farm plans and "budgets depicting the mature
stage of development on the project.

_A report covering, recommended land uses in relation to physical
condifl 118" (&r*.consideration by Subcommittee B .was further revised

during the month.

Problem No . What practicable and equitable means, if any, dw "be used
to insur.e proper land use, as determined?

Investigation Leader: P, Hetherton, Washington State Planning Council
o mrr/s o riom; -

Report due: March 1 ,-1-9-41" -

A tentative.draft of a final report entitled Hleans to Insure
Proper Land Use0 was completed during JVyril. Mimeograﬁhed copies were
distributed for review "ty official investigators and others eturns
from only three of twelve requests for comments had "been received by
May 1.

Tije report presents existing means 'by which proper land uses m*r
'be obtained, and outlines ..rew legislation appropriate for enactment by
the State to insure proper land use. . "

Problem No. Vfeat are the"normal®™ mter requirements for the crop and land-
use programs recommended iDy the investigators of Problem No. 2 for
different parts of the project area?

3
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Plrobiem-No 4. (Gout*ym

Mvestig™tioii Leader: "R. Ji “levrell, Bureau of Reclamation
. ;Ctmm oo Y NI ALCT V:r T W] T ef—ee
Report due: March 1, 1941 ,

"Substantial progress was made .. the prolDlen dating the month.
Water requirements, the major concern of the investigation, were es-
tablished; and arrangements wnsre mad6 for the early:complotion of re-
lated phases of the study and for the preparation of a final report.

e . . A meeting of the committee, attended 'by Messrs. Hewell, Parker,
Johnston, Sanford, Tillery, Lewis, Dean, Singleton, Nelson, Ade, and
Torbert, was held in Spokane n:ril-23.-Treliminary discussions had
"been held on the previous "by Messrs. Leris, Dean, Newell, Parker,
Sanford, and Tillery,

Utilizing the various materials prepared and distributed earlier,
water requirements had Estimated by three procedures. These were
considered at the Spokane meetings. One procedure had been developed
my Mr. Lewis, a second "by Mr. Johnston, and the third involved the
application 1y Mr. Johnston of formulae for constfeptive use developed
by Lowery and Johnson. The results obtained from the three procedures
were very similar, and, hence, conclusions concerning water require-
ments were readily reached. Utilizing the land classification mate-
rials, six water duty classes were adopted, each with a different
annual water requirement. These annual water requirements range from

= 3.00 acre feet per acre for lands of the prater duty class composed of
Land Class 1 soil ~dth fine textured sabstrata™to 5.00 acre f6et per
acre for the water duty clas? composed of Lsnd,Class 3S soils vidth
gravel or sand, substrata.

Two additional subjects, closely related to water recjuiremexrts
and comprising important parts of the investigation, were considered.
These are:(l)prospective peak requirements during the irrigation
season, needed for canal design; and (2) irrigation practices, and
methods of delivery to individual farms.

Available materials bearing on seasonal, peak requirements were
studied at the meeting, "but it was concluded that additional informa-
tion was required "before a conclusion could be reached cm that point.
Arrangements were made for securing the requisite information. Mr. R,
Lewis will bring Prosser station material to bear on the-problem throu™i
use of the Blaney and Morin formula for detennination of evaporation
and consumptive use of vrater. Mr* H, K. Dean prill utilize tank evap-
oration data available at Hermiston to the same end. Mr. Parker will
obtain data concerning monthly vrater deliveries from other irrigation
projects (a) tsrhere adequate W,ter is available throughout the irriga-
tion season, md (Y where climatic conditions are generally comparable
to those in the Colmibia Basin,

_To prepare recommendations involving irrigation practices for
consideration by the full committee at i1ts next meeting, the chairman



188492

Problem No. (Cont.) .-
appointed a subcommittee composed of Messrs. Johnston, Williams and
Saiford.

It ms concl®uded that the preparation of that part of the coinmittee,s
. report involving the .detennination of water requirements could be started
immediately. 4s a first step, the cilairman requested Mr. .Lems to draft
a presentation outline for the report. This will be Circalated for
comment and used as the basis for writing assignments.

Problem No, 5, What is the most practicable way of. preventing excessive use
/ "water

Investigation Leader: H. A. Parker, Bureau of Reclamation
Report due Report submitted December 9, 1940

Problem No. 6. What ,is the optimum size of farm units for the type or types
* of farm economy recommended "ty the |nvest|gators of Problem No. 2t

nvestigation Leader: R. J. Newell, Bureau of Eeclamatlon
Report due: October 1,1971
Farther work ms not possible during the month* /but it is ejected

that the availability of additional personnel,, beirig obtained thron™a
the office of the Field Coordinator, mil permit the rapid advance of
investigative work in the near future.

Problem No. 7. Is there need for provision of special ™Tabor unitsof small
size (permissible to a lower limit of ten acres under existing law) to
accommodate seasonal laborers on areas to 'te settled relatively soon?

InvestigatiQn Leader: B. H. Kizer, Washington State Planning Council
William-E. Wame, Bureau of Reclamtion

Report due: As soon a3 practicable, but not later than December 31» 1941

The summary report, completed in the office of the Fie a
Coordinator, was prepared for distribution to committee members.

Problem No, 8. To delimit the sections within which it is desirable that farms
be laid out in adjustment to topography and topographically-controlled
features, .

Investigation Leader: E. *A. Parker, Bureau of Eedamtion

Report due: Report sulmitted January 28, 19-1
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Problem No, 9. What feasible means could be adopted or created (a) to help
Insure an adequate standard.of living, and“Cb) to minimize the finan-
cial commitmerits of needy settlers in providing suitable and essential
improvements?

Investigation Leaders P. Hetherton, Washington State Planning Council

Rgport due: m8 parate reports as soon as practicable;- and the full
report ori June 30> 1941

Considerable progress V/as “made during April on eight of the twelve
subproblems established under the investigation.

IIr* Lloyd Fisher fs report on Standards: and BeVels of Living is

receiving final review and editorial scrutiny in the Washington, D. C,T
office of the Bureau of Agricultural Econonilcs.

A report on Clearing, Leveling, and Ditching has been drafted by
Mr. H. A. Parker and completion is expected at an early date.

On April 24 the Planning Council distributed mimeographed copies of
a tentative®:draft of a final report on Fencing for review by official
investigators and others. A final draft probably will be completed by
May 15.

mn connection with the preparationmsf a .report on Livestock, Pro-
fessor E* V. Ellington indicated that completion awaited further con-
ferences with federal agencies concerning the possibilities of finances#

Due to demands of war work, Professor 0. J.";Trenaiy designed fomn.
leadership.®of the subcoimnittee. investigating F&rm Machinery, fir., P*
Hetherton conferred with lir. W,. . Fuhriman in an eiffort to select a
new leader* The Planning Council has assumed responsibility.for writ-
ing the report and has made assignments to subcoinrriittee members, Prob-
able completion dates: preliminary draft, June 5 tentative draft,
June 25; final draft, July 10.

Ijr. H. P. Singleton reported that conferences with five Seed and
Plant I"iaterial specialists wrere held during, the month and that arrange-
ments were being made for three.additional conferences,®A report is
scheduled for completion by June 1,

, - [ LT

The preliminary draft of a. final report.:, on Domestic Water Supply
was reworked in the Council office during the wonth. Probable comple-
tion dates are: Preliminaiy draft, lky 10; tentative draft, rfey 3 j
final draft, June 15. .- I

A preliminary draft of a report titled "Program for Rural Housing
DesignX¥ was written in the Council office. Mr* L. J. Smith reported
that farmstead plans had been nroughed outn. A set of plans for an ac-
ceptable farmhouse was prepared in the office of the Field Coordinator
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Problem No. 9* (C nt.)
as a Basis for preparing comparable estimates of cost when different
...construction materials are used# : An estimate of porous concrete is
being“developed by Wr. 0. G, Patch at Coulee Dam. Estimates for frame9o
brick, adobe, hollow tile, concrete blocks and other types ,of construc-
.tion will be sought from qualified persons.

Problem No.10. What advantages, economic snd social, and vtiat disadvan-
tages, if any, in farm layout and farm work might result from the con™
centration of settlers in small communities®.or nuclear hamlets? Should
experiments be made, on some of the earlier project units with such farm
community centers?

Investigation Leader: Dr Carl C. Taylor, Bureau of Agricultural Econom-
ics . % L= ron

Report due: Octobe-r 1941

4 . ml

Most of the material for the report has been compiled, and a final
draft is being prepared by Messrs. Clawson, Provirise, and Fisher. Mr.
Clawson reported that it may be completed by June 3 ,

Problem No» 11..,-"at modifications, if any”™ should® be made .in present plans
for tae allocation of the cost, of Grand Coulee Dam and of the primary*
irrigation works?. .Should power projects downstream, Columbia River
navigation, flood control, general social benefits, and the like be
assigned an equitable share of the cost of the dam? -

Inyestiga.t.ion Leader: «E . B. Debler, Bureau of"Reclamation

Report, due?, April (@, 194.1 " .
No Report

Problem I1fo,12, How may equitable payments tdv/ard the cost of the primary

irri?ation works best be secured, directly oF from Jou-rupal
settlers (villager?, etc,) In the project area?

nvem “bigatiop :Paul Lemardie, Biireau oflileclanat/ion
Report due: Aprill, 1941 J - . .,

Discussions of a preliminary draft of a tentative report for this
problem were .held in Olympia during the month. "As a result™ fiirther
work wa,s und.6rt>s.kén to obtain S-ddit-ionsl dat-a concerning "th® OxpsrisncO
of other irrigation districts in vinich non-rural settlers.have contrib-
uted to the cost of. primary-lrrigation wdrks.
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Problem No.13. Is it desiratile and prscticalDle to assign different re-
payment charges against lands of classes 1,2, and 3> (as these terms
are used in the land classification survey of the project area)?

If s0,,what i1s the "bestm e t h 10 d 2?2 - .
no m - ...

Investigation Leader ¥. W. Johnston, Bureau of Reclamation

*Report due:. July 1,19"-1 ,
Completion of the investigation awaits the availability of farm

budget studies (Problem 2) and completion of the analysis of loan

experience 'ty the Farm Security Administration in southern ldaho.

Protlem Ho, U, How may financial aid "best ile extended in conservatively
adequate amounts to needy settlers beyond that vhich may accrue to
them along the lines involved in problems nwntered 10,11,12, and 13?

investigation Leader; H. H. Johnson, Bureau of Reclamation
Report due July 1, 19°-X

A conference was held 'y the investigation leader and the Field
Coordinator, and it s concluded that assistance in work looking to the
preparation of a final report would 'te provided 'ty the office of the
latter. Previous commitments for the month, however, prevented suT>
stantia progress- on the report,

ProlDlem Ho . 15. What methods exist or could be developed for establishing the
requisite control of privately owed lands? “at are the advantages and
disadvantages of each method? What method, all relevant factors
considered, would 'te "best? policy or policies should 'te adopted

vith respect to the administration or disposal of lands "brought under
effective control?

Investigation Leader B. E. Stouteniyer, Bureau of Heclamation
Report de.* Preliminary, report submitted April 2, 1971

In- view of the fact that the present Anti-Speculation Act may 'be
amended by the "bill now "before Congress (HR 6522), a revision of the
preliminary report was suggested. .l was concluded, however, to await
action on the pending "bilX "before preparing a revised, final report.

Problem Ho. 16» How may the requisite control® of State lands, County lands,
and railroad, lands best be secured?

Investigation Leader Bdward D*vis, Washington State Department of
Conservation and Development,

Report due; March 15,19"-1

No Report
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ProIDI’m No . 17. To estimate, in the light of all relevant factors, the annual
1 rate at which lands should 'te brought in during the first fev years
(say six) after water "becomes available.

Investigation Leader: H* I Parker, Bureau of »Eecla.mation
Report due August 1,19"-1 x
Purtiier progress on tiie study V?as not possible during the month.

Problem Uo.18. To assist appropriate local officials and agencies in
formulating plans for the orderly and effective development of existing
cities and villages vithin the project s.rea* To determine the optimum
nunber of new villages for the project ares and their most advantageous
placemexit;.,.t design for theuli an appropriete num"ber of .suita."ble tjrpes of
expansible patterns, with due regard to various land uses (commercial,
7industrial, recreational, institutional, etc.), to. reasona ble miniimim..
requirements for "buildings, to "building lines, the arrangement siid width
of streets end, the like “d. to plan, iInsofar s;s practicable, essential
public facilities, such as lighting systems, “raterworks, and sewerage
systems* ...

Acting Investigation Leader; Torbert, Bureau of Reclamation
Report due: As soon as practicable; "t not later than December 31

Principal progress during the month pyas in the formulation, ty
Mr. Williams, of criteria to guide the planning of internal land use In
;existing project tovms. As settlement is extended und.er irrigation
development, some of the existing towns in the eastern, northern, and
southern parts of the project will have an early opportunity to apply
standards of the kind being developed. A preliminary outline of the
mixsic criteria will 'te submitted by Mr, Williams to committee memlDers
during May,

On April 7 J. M. Berkey; on April 9 P. Heth.erton; .and .on April 2223
H. F. Aumack visited Pasco and Franklin County for discussions of planning
matters with local officials* Under Mr. Aumackls leadership, a county
interim zoning ordinance and a city trailer ord-inance have "been passed.
Creation of a regional planning commission i T Franklin, Benton, and
Walla Walla counties has "been proposed to the respective county commissioners.

Progress on the base map of the city of Pasco, which it was
volunteered to prepare in the Sphrata Office of the Bureau of Reclamation,
has not "been possible, "because local officials in Pasco have been unatle
to provide the plat maps required.
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Problem No» 19. To plan desirable additions to and modifications of the road
N net in"adjustment to themmrrigation system, village sites and patterns,
farm hemlets (farmstead clusters), and other features, and to prospective
transportational needs*

Investigation Leader: C« E. Fritts, Washington State Department of
Highways,

Report due:. Primary network? March 1, 19415 secondary and tertiary sys-
tems as soon as practicable but not later than December

31,1941.°" ,

No Report y -
. = . R . -- Y 7/ R
Prob em No* 20. To..plan desirable additions to the railroaci f.acilitigs of the
project area, pjarticularly in the form of branch line™ .and now shipping
points, in mutual adjustment with such related items- .as new villages,
prospective.lndustries-, and the probable transportational needs of-the.
future farm population and the road net to be planned.

Investigation Leader: Railroad Representatives; E. B. Crane, Chairman

Report due: As soon as the related investigations and the nature of this
problem permit; but not later than December 31, 1941*

.- No Report

Problem No. 2 1 . What is the significance to the project area of the Columbia
River as a commercial route, if improved for navigation as proposed?.

Investigation Leader: Lt* Col,C. R. Hoore, Corps of Engineers
Report due: Report submitted January 2 , 194-2.

Problem No. 22. What are the essential facts with respect to.the .occurrence®
movements3 quantities. -a nd qualities of underground waters throughout
the project area? .-

Investigation Leader: Arthur M, Piper, Geological Survey

Report due: For areas-of relatively early development and settlement
May 1,194-1; for the remainder of the areas as soon as
practicable. r

Uith the advent of favorable weather, field work on the -ground water
surveys was resumed by Mr. George C* Taylor of the United States Geologi-
cal Survey. As a part of the work of the month on the ground water supply
in areas scheduled for earlier development, twelve v/ater samples from rep-
resentative locations were taken for chemical analysis.

10



Problem No. 23. "To plan the facilities (transmssion lines distribution sys-

"to -bring .electricren&rgy most

;i.eictrarious- pa-rts"-o.f project areas progressiYely” openoti; and-"esGttlodi

N AN rivesMigS-tibn Loader 7 GoorgG A, FIemlll-g? Bui-oau® of RcclaMiiati-ori

@ e - o <4 e__ )32--_' i S n
Report due: As soon as practicable but not later than December 31, 1941

Copies of a draft of final report on the problem were mailed In
-April to- all- |>aptiGlpants® for their-" rovi”w "and Gomment. mm

Problom N r=224* mUTiat;ip’r c<)ssing plants and otter marketing facilities (number,

Problem No. 25.

typ 7' sizc-i location) will be noeded for dfficidrit handling of the
eagricultHral "*~roduct"s™ of"the area? Ho# couldWch facilitios be" fitted
to roquiroments during the early years of Irrigation, ‘aid also to the
mature development-of tha project? -What other Industries-rai®it be.located
ad.vantkge6usl-yrin tlTe parts- of the- project are” "likely ~o- be eQtt.leci." . rei-

Natively soon? WhatM"steps should"be taken to -prbHiote or gmde"\he develop-
;iaent-of such facilities and Industries? - -

Investigation Leader: l/J, T. Calhoun B]greau of Agrlcultural Economics

Report due: October 1, 19%4-1

Work =Tontinued on revisions of ibile initial draft of the report con-

midered"i"n a conference oil the sb ifc'fc by Msssrs, -Galhounj Clawson” ana
Bressler during Harch. :

On Aprili4 Governor Langlie authorized the expenditure of $1200
from -the Vfeshlniton "State Planning Council®s Industrialv Researcii Fund for
the development of  processing”me bhod for recovery of Bodaash’,” particu-
larly the deposits in the Columbia Basin a short distance west -of Warden,
IT succes_sful methods are developed, a new industrial enterprise will be
createti ahid thG e-eeorioniic®base of "%he -localitywilQ b”:-broadenedv

To locate and plan the-layout and-inipravement ofv-rural parks
_and"~chrGatipnaI ﬁrounds within the project area.-
I- - o i & - . @ - X% LY - #Ne]

mves;tlgatlon Eeader: ,P A Banks, Bureau'lo.f Reciamation

Report-due: June |, 1%4.1

On. April..18:. . t:he Field.Coordinator, tiisciussedlwith .the State Park Board

and vdth Mr, E. A, Carrol, *Dfrector? the- work done on-the problem and the
plans .for a report upon it. The Board members viere greatly interested in
the proposals and concurred heartily with the donmiitree®s conclusion that

the State should take an ac”™ive"part®"in the-dfevelopmen®B arid administration
of recreational areas within the project area.

> " Additional field ork-was gorie mnd" the preparation of a report ad-
vanced in the office of the Field;Coordinator.

11
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Problem No. 26. To formulate plans to promote the recreational use of the res-
* ervoir area above Grand Coulee Dam ~id its shore lands, not in isolation

"but in effective interrelationship with the other diversified recreational
assets of the Inland Snpire and of contiguous areas, from all significant
local, regional, and national points of view.

Investig&tion Leader! C. E. Greider, HationaX Park Service
Report due! When practicable} Ixit not later than December 311 19™-1

Ihe final report on proposed land use in the G-rand Coulee Dam reser-
voir area, prepared ty the National Park Service at the request of the com-
mittee, was submitted to committee memlDers for review. A final committee
meeting will be held in May*

Protldm HbV*27. To plan the location (first- for the northern and southernmost
parts of~the area) and insofar as practicable, the improvements of sites tor
rural schools, churches, community halls, market centers, athletic iielcls
and the like.

Investigation Leader: Dr. Carl C. Taylor, Bureau of Agricultural Economics

Report due  Septeiriber 1K 19™-1

Messrs. Clawson and Fisher expect to devote considerable time to this *
problem during the next two months. They "believe the report may 'te com-
pleted early this summer.

Problem Ho* 28. To develop, in the light of all relevant factors, the most ad-
vantageous pattern of local governmenta.l units to meet prospective pu ic
e needse

Investigation Leader P. Hetherton, Washington State Planning Council
Report due: September 1,1971

During the month a map of the Basin area was mimeographed and distrib-
uted to sub-pro*blem leaders. This will enable all reports to the coordinat-
ing committee to show territorial areas of proposed local governmental units
at a common scale and in easily comparable form.

The report on Power and Light, although completed, was not available
in typsd form at the end of th© month*

Progress on the communication sub-pro“blem awaits completion, of Mr.
Schramls report on power organizations.

Reviews of a prel|m|nary draft on the conservation sub-problem have

been recelved “ty Mr ) King, indicated that a final draft probably
could 'te prepared at an early date*

12
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Problem No. 28. (Cont,)

A completed draft of the report on school district organization facil-
ities and services in the Colimibia Basin and surroimding territory is being
reviewed in the Washirgton Office of the BAE "before submission by Mr. T. S.

Bunsa to members of the committee#

The preliminary draft of a report on Domestic Water Supply organization
IS now being prepared in the Planning Councils office. Probable comple-
tion dates are: Tentative draft, May 30 final report to coordinating com-

mittee, June 15*

Requested, comments on the draft of a sulDCommittee report on Irriga-
tion submitted, by Mr. Parker had not "been received 'by the end of April.

ie Planning Council has assumed responsibility for preparing sub-
problem reports on PolTce”"aM fire"Protectionr™ atllnes of-study have been
prepared and research tegun. Probable completion dat$s Preliminary drafts,

May 15 tentative drafts, June $e

(Signed) Edward H. Tortert
Field Coordinator

13



COPY D. S* Thomas
April 9,1942

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF RECLAMATION

Ephrata, Washington
April 6,1942

AIR MAIL

Dr* David Weeks

Division of Igricultural Economics
University of California

Berkeley, California

Dear Dr. Weeks

I have your letter of March 31,1942 concerning the inquiry of
Mr. Hi Korematsu about the possibilities for settlement on the
Columbia Basin of Japanese o0 be evacuated from coastal California, and
have read with great interest the statement of the plan for the group
Y~iich he represents. Although the plan obviously has merit, and the
group seems deserving, there is no prospect for carrying the scheme into
effect on the project area.

The enclosed copies of correspondence between Mr. Charles E. Putman
and the Office of the Commissioner of January 19 and February 2,
respectively, convey the general policy of the Bureau on this subject.
With respect to the Pasco area, you can readily understand further the
local opposition mmiich would develop to the occupation of irrigable
land by Japanese in view particularly of the fact that the lands under
the independent pumping lifts constitute the only blocks which can be
developed in the South District until the East Main Canal and long
laterals from it are well extended do-am the project - many years after
development Is started in the northern part*

Moreover, development even of the pump lands near Pasco could not
be quickly achieved. Negotiation of the repayment contract with the
irrigation districts, Tirfiidh must 'te completed before funds can be
expended on irrigation works, awaits the outcome of Congressional action
on the proposed amendment to the Anti-Speculation Act. hE hare no
indication that action vdll be promptly taken by Congress* Even were
the contracts now negotiated no funds are available, or in immediate
prospect, for the construction work kaiich would be needed*

Sincerely yours,

(signed)

Edward Ne Torbert

Field Coordinator
Columbia Basin Joint Investigations



COLONIAL CEDAR COMPANY
2501 Northlake
Seattle, Washington

January 19,1942

Hon. Harold L. Ickes,
Secretary of the Interior,
Washington, D. C.

Subject American-born Japanese In
Washington state.

Dear Sir:

We,her© in Seattle, believe that the American-born Japanese were
patriotic American citizens until last December. Seattle house-
wives are now afraid "o buy fresh vegB ba.bles from lie Japst and
there is a rather general boycott on these people. It is to be
expected that the treatment given these people will soon alienate
any patriotism they may have had, and sabotage may follow*

The 1rrigation part of the Grand Coulee project is far removed

from the dam itself. There are many miles of cenals and ditches

to be developed, and I suggest that the Government consider the
advisability of establishing a camp or camps on the land to be
improved, providing employment to Japanese during the period of

the war. These people live in cheap quarters, they work for small
pay, and 1 believe that they would prefer to live in isolation until
the emergency is over.

I believe that such a camp, voltmtary to some, compulsory O others,
would serve to remove a large part of the problem "before it becomes
acute to the point of riotinge The tenants would b® self-
supporting within a year or so, and we might come out of the -war
with the Coulee irrigation project well on its way.

I am not favorable to letting these people get title to any of the
land, but the Government might find this advisable under some
circumstances

Respectfully submitted,

(sgd.) Charles E. Putman

CEP:EG



COPY

UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OP THE INTERIOR
Bureau of Reclamation
Washington
Office of the Commissioner

Feb 2 1942

Mr. Charles E. Putman,
Colonial Cedar Company,
Seattle, Washington

Dear Mr* Putmant

Your letter of January 19 to the Secretary of the Interior
regarding settlement of Japanese-Americans on the Columbia Basin
project has been referred to this office for reply. The Bureau
of Reclamation is vitally concerned with Japanese-iUnerican social
problems in so far as they relate to its projects.

I am not informed cancerning any plans for detention or labor
camps for enemy aliens, such as you "believe could be set up on
Columbia Basin landse However, 1 would oppose such cainps being
established on any areas developed or tinder development by the
Bureau.

The Columbia Basin project represents the joint planning effort
of the Departments of Interior, Agriculture, end War, and of the
Washington State Planning Council and a number of other state and
national interests. The social and economic implications of irri-
gating 1,200,000 acres of raw land are being explored in detail,
and with particular reference to the function of the land in the
post-vfar adjustment period. To place an undeterminate number of
Japanese there, -whether alien or native bom, -would disrupt the
carefully planned pattern of settlement and jeopardize the investment
of the Governmente

\Slhen Columbia Basin lands are supplied with water and the
first settlement begins there will be no prejudice shown against
any American citizen. | do not, however, want to encourage hasty,
unplanned settlement, particularly by pro-Axis saboteur suspe

For the Commissioner.

Very truly yours,

H. W. Bashore,
Assistant Commissioner



