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WRA COMMENTS ON RECOMMENDATIONE OF THE ALL CENTER CONFERENCE

Recommendation No. 1: That special governmental agencies or
units be established solely for providing assistance to
evacuees who might require funds in reestablishing them-
selves..

Resettlement aid (grants).
Loans.

Comments: We recognize that many of the evacuees now residing
in the centers will not be able to provide completely for
their own support on the outside and that others will
need loans to reestablish themselves in business or
farming enterprises. It should be realized, however,
that the practical problem of securing legislation and
funds for a special agency is a very real one and, even
if desircble, would require much time to accomplish.

It seems highly unlikely that Congressional approval

could be secured for such a proposal, or that a special
agency is actually needed. As far as grants are concerned,
both public and private welfare agencies throughout the
country now have the lowest number of clients they have
had in years and are in excellent position to furnish

help for relocating evacuees who need public assistance.
Moreover, the WRA has made special arrangements to trans-
fer funds as needed to the Socicl Security Board for the
Resettlement Assistonce Program which is designed spe- |
cifically to meet the necds of people (such os evacuees)
who have been affected by restrictive governmental action.
Aid under this progrom is aveilable to both citizen and ™
alien evacueces in all parts of the country regordless of
previous residence. WRA will makc every possible effort,
through its field offices and in other ways, to see that
cdequate assistance is promptly provided for hondicapped
resettlers who necd grants or other special kinds of

help., Fuller comment on loans is provided under No. 3
below,

Recommendation No. 2: That the present relocation grant be
increased. It should be given to every rclocatece, The
penclty clause on the present form should be deleted.

Wle further recommend that federal 2id be gronted according
to every individual's particular needs until such time as

1

he is reestablished.

Comment: Relocation grants are now made available on the basis
of need and will continue to be. To provide cach resecttler
with o grant regordless of his cash resources would be an
unwarranted use of the taxpayers' money. The grants should
be regarded not as a compensation or reward for relocating
but ns a form of assistonce for those who temporerily lack
sufflicient cash resources to reestablish themselves in
privite life.
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The so-c:clled Ypenalty clause" is included on the
form merely for the information of cvacuces and is
standard on 211 government forms of this type. It is
intended to warn the applicant against giving false in-
formation on the application. The penalties for providing
feolse information will apply whe thbv the clause is in-
cluded on the form or not. In view of the rccommendation
of the conferees, however, the WRA hos decided to delete
this clouse from 2ll future printings of the form.

In cases where the relocation grant provided by the
WRA is not sufficient to cover an individual's neceds until
such time 2s he reestablishes himself, supplementary as-
sistance should be sought under the Rescttlement Assistance
Progrom from the appropriacte local welfarc agency. In
vicw of the increasba tempo of relocation, Congress has
becn asked to increcase the amount which may be transferred
to the Social Security Board for the Rescttlement As-
sistance Drogfkm between now and June 30, 1945, ond is
being asked to cppropriate additional Iunds for this
program to cover the period through Junc 30, 1946.

Recommendation No. 3: That long tgrm loons at a.low rate of
interest be made available, without sécurity, to aid the
residents in reesta b’L511ng tngm elves as near as possible
to their former status in private enterprises, such 2
business, agriculture, fisheries, etc,

Comment: WRA 1s now exploring every potential source of loans--
both governmentol ond private--for relocating cvacuees.
Because of the current inflation of wvalucs, we believe
that evacuees would be ill advised to secure long-term
loans for land purchase at this particular time. Com-
paratively short-term loans for the restocking of business
enterprises, the purchase of zgricultural equipment cnd
sunpplies, or other similar purposes, however, dre definitely
needed by many evacuee businessmen and formers. WRA will
bend cvery effort to sece that sucn loans ore mcde available
from some source to those wishing to reestablish thom-
selves in thelr pre-cvocuction line of endeavor. Evacuees
2t the centers will be advised cs further progress is made
in locating potenticl credit sources.

nmendation No. 4: That the W.R.A. use their good offices
so that consideration may be given on priority by O,P,A.
Because of evacuation, ru°1d3nts were forced to dispose of
their equipment, trucks, cars ond etc., many of which at
present require the approval of an O,P+A, Board. These
oqulpmonts are essential to many residents in order to
recstablish themselves in former enterprises.

Comment: WRA will render every possible assistonce through
the ficld rclocation offices to evacuees who need help
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in obtaining cgricultural equipment. Since priorities are
no longer neccessary to obtain such equipment (except for
crawler-type troctors), the field offices will be con-
cerned primarily with locating dealers or individuals

who have equipment and who will sell to evacuee operators.
Evacuees, hovover, should not expect preferenticl treatment
or the granting of priorities which zre not available to
other persons.

Recommendation No. 5:¢ That the W.R.A. mzke every c¢ffort to
obtain & return of properties, for evacuees who, due to
evecuation cnd consequent incbility to maintain installment
paymcents, have lost the same; further, in order to pre-
vent loss of property, to obtain some definite arrange-
ment for the granting of governmental cid, as may be
necessary, to evacuees unable, as o result of evacuation,
to maintain installment payments.

Comment: There are undoubtedly a considerable number of
evacuees who have lost their propcerties or who are on the
verge of losing them because of inability to mcintein in-
stallment payments. Although WRA is not in position to
toke any direct action in such cases, it will assist
evacuees, through its field offices, in trying to secure

necessary refinancing from public or private lending
institutions.

Recommendation No. 6: That the VW.R,A. give financial aid to
residents with definite plans, for the purposes of de-
fraying the expenses of investigating specific relocation
possibilities.

Comment: Assistance of this type is now available to evacuee
representatives designated by the Relocation Planning
Commission for the exploration of group relocation oppor-
tunities anywhere outside the West Coast area. This
gives evacuees at the centers an opportunity to acquire
first-hand information from their own representatives
cbout sections of the country with which they cre not
familiar end provides a factual basis for evaluating
relocation prospects.

dn the West Coast, however, there is not the same
need for exploratory trips of this type that there is in
other sections of the country. The evacuees, after 211,
have a first-hand knowledge of the coastal region--its
agriculture, climate, and economic opportunities, We
believe that any investigative trips center residents
may wish to make in that region should be at their own
expense.
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Recommendotion No. 7: That the W,R.A. establish adequately
staffed offices in important areas and employ persons of
Japanese ancestry since they understand Japanese psychology;
and also establish in these field offices, legal advisory
and employment departments.

Comment: Area relocation offices have now been established
covering the entire United States. In the Pacific Coast
section, there are three area offices--San Francisco,

Los Angeles, Seattle--and 12 district relocation offices
in cctive operation. Other offices are being established
so that we shall soon have a field office in each section
of the West Coast states where there was an important
concentration of Japanese people before evacuation.

A number of Nisei are already employed 2t several
of the field offices both on the West Coast and elsewhere.
In view of the problem suggested by the confereers, how-
ever, we are also planning in the near future to add one
Issei to the staff at a number of the principal field
offices. These persons will be chosen because of their
knowledge of the Japanese language cs well as their general
ability as interviewers and negotiators,

At each of the area relocation offices on the West
Coast--San Froncisco, Los Angeles, and Seattle--WRA plans
to have an attorney on the staff who will render legal
advice and counsel to the returning evacuees. WRA is not
in position to represent evacuee clients in court cases
but will help evacuees to obtain necessary private counsel
through the legal aid program which is already in operation.

Assistance in securing employment is available to
the evacuees through the United States Employment Service
and the various private groups which are cooperating in
the relocation progrom. WRA field offices are supplement-
ing this service, wherever necessary, and will continue
to do so.

Recommendation No. 8: That the W.R.A, continue the operation
of evacuee property offices for the duration, to fulfill
the needs of relocatees.

Comment: WRA plans to continue operation of the evacuee
property offices on the West Coast until April 2, 1946--
or virtually up until the time when the_-agency itself
will go out of existence. All relocating or returning
evacuees are given a 60-day period (after leaving the
center) within which to remove their property from WRA
warchouses. In emergency cases, application may be made
to the appropriate field office for extension of this
time limit but in no case beyond April 2, 1946.
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Recommendation No. 9: That the W.R.A. accept for reinduction
into centers those who relocate and who find themselves
unable to make satisfoctory cdjustments.

Comment: The policy governing visits to the relocation centers
has now been modified in such a way that all relocated
evacuees are permitted two visits to the centers, totaling
a maximum of not more thon 30 days, without the necessity
of securing advance approval. We believe this new policy
will lorgely alleviate the problem suggested by the confer-
ees. We are not prepared, however, to reinduct as regular
center residents those persons who have left the centers

{lon indefinite leave or terminal departure. The Resettle-

\\lment Assistance Program is organized and has funds to
Vrelieve the problems of those who meet adverse circumstances.
Through one means or another, we believe that reasonably
satisfactory adjustments can be worked out in all cases,
and that reinduction to the center would only postpone
rather than solve the adjustment problem which eventually
must be faced.

Recommendation No. 10: That the W.R.A. arrange for the es-
tablishing of hostels and other facilities in various
arecas; and furthermore, build new housing through the
F.H.A., with W,R.A. assistance.

Comment: WRA is encouraging church groups and other private
organizations to establish evacuee hostels wherever needed
and wherever appropriate facilities can be located.
Hostels are now operating in Clevelond, Detroit, Minne-
apolis, Brooklyn, Cincinnatic, Des Moines, Philadelphia,
Washington, Los Angeles, Oakland, and San Jose. Every
effort is being made to encourage the establishment of
additional hostels in all the major cities of the West
Coast area. As part of this effort, we have recently
completed arrangements under which equipment such as cCots,
mattresses and kitchen utensils surplus to the needs of
relocation centers can be made available on a loan basis
to approved hostels in the West Coast states. One such
loan has already been made.

In addition, WRA is constantly working on the housing
problem from o number of other angles.

Recommendation No. 11: That the W.R.A. provide traonsportation
of evacuee property door to door.

Comment: Careful consideration has been given to the feasi-
bility of providing this type of service. However, because
of thi2 large number of deliveries that would be involved
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and the limited number of WiRA personnel availeble to work
on property transportation, it wes fecred that provision
of door-to-~door trinsportation service might become a
serinus bottle-neck in the relocation program and an
inccnvenience to evacuee resettlers. We believe that

the wnole program will move more rapidly and satisfacto-
rily if evccuees muke their own arrangements for picking
up property at the ncarest railhead cnd heving it de-
livered to their homes. In coses where an evacuee needs
money to pay for the trucking service, cpplication should
be made to the appropriate welfare agency for a specizl
grent Lo cover this dtem.

Recommendction No. 12: That the W.R.A. negoticte for the es-
tablishing of old people's homes exclusively for person
of Jopanese ancestry.

Comment: The WRA is now exploring with ¢ number of public
and private cgencies the problem of providing adequate
care for the older evacuees who have no mecns of support.
VWie believe that it will be possible, through old age as-
sistence cnd other types of public cssistance, to work
this problem out without the necessity for establishing
an old pcoples! home exclusively for those of Japanese
descent.,

Recommendation No. 13: That the W.R.4. make negotiations to
arrenge (1) so thut evacuees formerly civil service em-
ployees will be reinsteted and (2) so that persons of
Japanese cncestry will be able to secure business licenses
&s formerly.

Comment: EBEvacuees who cre seeking reinstatement on former
otete or local civil service jobs in the evacuated area
anc¢ those who wish to obtoin business licenses should
simply apply to the cppropriate State or local agency.
If any undue difficulties ure experienced, the case
should be reported in detail to the nearest WRA field
office which will mcke every effort to work but a satis-
factory solution.

Recommendation No. 14: That short term leave regulztions be
changed to permit an absence of two months with one month
extension privileges. Also, that the evacuee investi-
gating reclocation possibilities be permitted to become
employed, without change of status.

Comment: This, of course, would be tantomount to reinstituting
the seasonal leave progrem under cnother name. Our ex-
periences with seasonal leave have convinced us that it
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would not be feasible at this loate stage in the WRA
program, Adjustment of evacuees to private life will
be for easier if the wage ezrners in the group start
turning their thoughts away from the centers and begin
mcking arrcngements os soon as possible to bring their
dependents out to normal communities.

It is our policy to grent an odditional 30~-day
short term leave in cases where it hos becn established
thot more time is needed. It should also be understood
that if nn individuzl on short-term leave wishes to toke
employment while on short-term leave thot he may do so
without losing sny of the finencial or other assistance
which WRA provides for him or his fomily. If employment
is token, the individucl would of course cutometically
enter the status of terminal depcrture.

Recommendation No. 15: That when an evacuee relocates or
returns to his former business or home, W.R.A. should
make every effort to release frozen assets (blocked ac-
counts), both in cases of individuals or orgecnizations.

Comment: Those evacueces who have been cleared by the War
Department for return to their former homes stond on
excellent choance of regaining their frozen assets of
blocked ccccints, WRA has zlready been negotiating
with the Treascury Department on this problem and will
soon announce procedures for presenting applications
to the proper officials for consideration. It is sug-
gested that the Community Councils inform those whose
funds ore frozen or blocked to tcke their problems to
the Project Attorney znd seccure his assistonce in pre-
paring applications for clearance and hils advice on
clecarance ond licensing procedures.

Recommendation No. 16: That the W.R.A. negotiate for the
concluding of arrangements whereunder alien parents mey
be able to operate of manage properties with powers of
attorney issued by their children, paorticularly by sons
in the United States Armed Forces.

Comment: We ore investigoting this matter and will provide
further information ct 2 later date.

Recommendation No. 17: That the W.R.A. arrange to securc
outright releases for parolees who relocate.

Comment: arolees who have relocated ond desire to be re-
leased from parole restrictions should apply to the
Encmy Alien Control Unit of the Department of Justice.
Persons moking such application should submit any foctual
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information they mcy have bearing upon their loyalty to
the United States ond their willingness to cooperate in
the war effort. This would include: (2) nomes and
designations of any sons cnd daughters who cre serving
in the armed forces with their approval, (b) statements
from friends, ccquaintances or colleagues, and (e¢) any
additional information they moy have bearing on the
continuation of their parolee status. WRA will be glad,
upon the request of an individucl parolee, to submit any
information it may have regarding his charocter ond
loyalty, to the Department of Justice.

Recommendation No. 18: That the W.R.i. obtain the establish-
ment of some avenue of governmental indemnitiecs for
relocatees who moy become victims of anti-Japoanese violence
in terms of personal injuries or property damcge.

Comment: The low-cenforccment cgencies of the West Coast Stotes
and the United Stotes Department of Justice have given
cvery possible assurance that returning evacuees will be
protected, and these agencies have taken positive and
rapid cction in the isolated cases that have thus for
arisen. It is our considcred opinion that the opposition
to the return of cvocuees now being voiced on the West
Coast by certain smcll cliques is largely bluffing.
khile therc have been several cases of ottempted violence,
every effort has been mcde to bring the culprits to
justice, and this procedure will be continued.

If ecvacuees should suffer ~ny drmage or injury, they
have the scme rights as any other person to secek compen-
sation in the courts from the persons causing the loss.
If the evocueces need additional moncy protection, there
is insurance to cover almost zny kind of risk. WRA will
assist center residents upon request in obtaining in-
surance for thecmselves cnd for their property to cover
any risks of damoge thot they think might occur after
relocation. We are entirely confident thot coverage can
be obtained.

Federcl legislotion would be- necessary to provide
indemnities of the sort suggested by Recommendotion
No. 18. Ve know of no similar Federal legislation that
has been passed by Congress. In view of the fcet that
no similor special considerction hcas been given to other
persons or groups, th¢ presumed adequacy of local law-
enforcenent cgencies to hendle any problem, and the
other avenues available to evocuees to seek compensation
or protect themselves in cdvonce, it sccms cxtremely
doubtful that Congrcss would give fovorable consideration
to the proposal.
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Recommendation No. 19: Thot the W.R.A. arrange for cdequate
government compensation ngoinst losses to evacuee property
by fire, theft, etc. whilc in government or private
storage or while in transit.

Comment: WRA hos not been given authority by Congress to pay
clzims of this sort. In one type of cose--where property
has been lost, destroyed, or deomaged ¢s o result of the
negligence of government employees--cloims can be filed
ageinst the government up to $1,000 under the Small Clocims
ict of 1922. Through well established chonnels WRA may
submit such claims to the Congress for consideration.
The Evocuce Property Officers and the Project sttorneys
at the rclocution centers con give evacuees complete
informction with respect to the filing of cleims under
this law.

Where property has been domaged while in trensit,
elaims can cnd should be filed in every case cgainst the
trcnsnortation company. The cecountobility of reoilroads
and other corriers for property which they transport is
very strict cnd most clzims involving domcge to evacuee
property while in tronsit would likely be paid by the
cerricrs involved.

We realizc, of course, that these two remedies
cover only part of the problem. In the case of ccts of
voendalism op-inst evacuee property in private storage it
hcs not been possible in most coses to identify the vendels,
despite the thorough investigction that is required by
WR« procedures. It must be pointed out, however, thcot
11 evacuces were given the option of storing their
property with the government frec of chorge where it
would be approprictely guarded. Since the cvacuees had
this option Congress might well regard any loss to be 2
risk that the evocuees knowingly assumed. There may also
be other types of ceses in which loss has been sustained
through no. fzult of the evacuees which mcy not be recover-
able either.as a2 legel or practicel matter. WRa is now
issuing instructions requiring cll field offices to make
full investigotions cnd reports on ccses involving demcage
or loss to evccuce property so thot the faocts will be of
record in government files.,

Recommendantion No, 20: That the W.R.4. arronge to provide
students of Jopunese cncestry with cdequcte protection
in case of need, «nd opportunities equal to those enjoyed
by Caucasian students.

Comment: Since the school systems at all centers (cxcept
Tule Lake) cre fully accredited in the Stotes where the
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centers are loccted, we cnticipate no difficulty concerning
credits in connection with the transfer of evocuee students
to the ordinary public schools outside the centersy s 'In

the West Coast area special efforts heve been mede to see
that the transition of evacuee students brek to the public
schools is ¢ smooth and setisfeectory one. The Superin-
tendents of Public Instruction in :11 threc of the Pacific
Coast States have ossured us th-t they will do everything
possible to assist in sctisfoctory adjustment of the
returning evacuee students. Inform:tion kits, explcining
fully the school progrem at relocation centers cnd the
status of returning evacuees, hove been pliced in the

hands of 211 local school superintendents in Colifornia

end will probably be distributed in the near future to
similer offiecizls in Woshington :cnd Oregon, Should any
returning evccuece students experience undue difficulties,
the WRA field offices will render every possible assistance
in working out ¢ setisfoctory adjustment.

Recommendoation No. 21: That the W.R.a. make every effort to
secure work opportunities for returnees and relocatees
on equal basis with Caucosion citizens, porticularly in
reference to cdmittonce into labor unions.

Comment: Ve hove already been working on this problem through

the field offices and will intensify our efforts. Of
course, the best crgument we haove in convinecing employers
or union officicls thut equal trestment should be ncecorded
the evacuees is the genercl ottitude ond work record of
the evacuees themselves., No preferenticl treatment should
be expected, but equsl treatment will be the Boal of all
our negotiations,







APR 12 1945

Mr. Masaru Narahara

Chairman of All-Center Conference
Ceritral Utah Relocation Center
Top&d:, l.]tuh

a

Dear Mr. Narahara:

The all-center conferenc >a1t Lake City of delegates
from seven of the relocation cen was, to me, a highly
significant event. The fact that )Iewentaflvec of 60,000
people still 1iviﬂg in relocation centers, who were evacuated
from the West Coast as a result of war, came together to dis-
cuss the common problem of their future in the United States,
is testimony to their good faith an? confidence. Althougl 1t
is always difficult to measure the immediate benefits fro
such a moutlno, it is my feeling that the accomplishments of
the conference are a cause for congratulation.

4
p 4
o
¥

I have given ceareful study to your letter, its acconpa-
nying "Statement of Facts", and the ”Reconmenuatﬂon o A 5 i
the attached stetement, I have discussed point by p01nt the
recommendations. iy comments have been made in the same
spirit as that which I found at my meeting with you--the
basic neced for the W.R.A. and the evacuecs to understand
work with each other.

More than cver before the W.R.A. and its employees
a service function to perform. There are several places
my commerits where I urged that persons with speecial problems
bring thew to the Project Attorney, the Welfare Scction, or
other project office. We are prepared to assist those whose
funds are frozen, who arc paroled, who have financlial or
legal questions, or other problems, to try to find onswers
cnd solutions. One of the steps which you rcecommended and
which we are orcn‘r;d to taoke is the employment of responsible
Japanese speaking ossistonts at several of our field offices.
These new melov es should be of material assistance to you
and to us in meeting individual problems.

It is important for the delegates and the people at
the center to know that we are continuing to work with and
seek the cooperation of other public ond private cgencies for
solving problems of housing, employment, finance, and security.
As we make further progress, we shall keep you informed of the
new developments.







I know that new problems will arise. I hope that the
orgcnization established at Salt Loke will continue to inform
me of these difficulties with your rccommendations. You may
feel certain that they will receive my careful consideration.

Your communication to the President of the United States
and the Seccretary of Interior have been refcrred to us for

our attention and reply. You may be assured that the Secretary,

and the White Eouse, have been informed of your problems and
thet the understanding cooperation from high government of-
ficials has been invaluable in seeking solutions.

s one final l,3¢1t I want to make, and
‘ cnts who have children of school
ith o ous that your children have the
education in thc kind of cuuiunity that will make them g
CitiZQL; of whom thcir parents are proud. The school people
of the West Loavv and of other parts of the country have
plecdged coope sration that your children will be TuCLqud in
he true spirit of American democracy.
Erc'hmpc is one copy of "WRA Comments on Recommendations
Jl Center Conference." You will receive an additional
.2s by regular mail, I am sending a copy to each of
signers of the All-Center Conference, uogcthur with
this letter, by airmeil. They too will receive nine
litional copies by regular mail.

cincerely,

Fsl oDy 5, Nyer

Director

Enclosure













WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY [ ) N
Central Utah Project 4 /
Topaz, Utah P

All Center Conference
Headquarter
June 18, 1945

Mr, Dillon S. Myer, National Director
War Relocation Authority

Barr Building

910 17th Street, N. W,

Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Myer:

The All Center Conference was held in Salt Lake City from
February 18th to the 24th and our several recommendations were
agreed upon and submitted to your office.

On April 18th, we received your comments to.our various
recommendations and see little or no change as compared to
the original plans of the WeR.A., relocation progrom. We see
no improvements or acquiescence to any of our rccommendations.

The U.S, Government ordered this mass evacuation on the
year of 1942 considering it a military necessity. No separcte
consideration was given to Japonese Notionals or the Niseils,
citizens of the Unitcd States of America at this time.
Realizing that military necessity came first--all Japanese
(including the citizen niscis) complied to this overall order
~nd lost olmost cverything which they possessed and worked
for over the past half a century. Now for three years, we
have been passing our time within military enclosuras, thinking
+nat decent justice would be granted us.

An sunnouncement was then made by the W.B.A
centers would be closed not later thon Janusry «

"o U.S. Government and W.R.A. have been maling
~repare the Pacific cocst states for the il
swese., Despite all their preparation for i
»eturn, numerous incidents have been occurring guite
e those who hove alrcady returned. The resuits
sourts reveal that these terrorists, fow thot §ere
hava been given little or no punishment for their ga
premeditated arson, cttempted dynamiting, ©uCe

g its end and
approaching the lost months before the centers are to be
officially closed, the parsmount issues on hard are the
problems of finance ond housing. Those now remaining in these
centers are the very young; big families with little or no
income; the sick; the individuals on the stop and restricted

Now thot relocation is definitely nearing

>







1lists; ¢nd the aged and the infirmed, Many families have the
able-bodicd youths serving the armed forces of this country
and in no position to help with relocation of their family
members. Reports from those already on the coast are chiefly
concerned with the very acute shortage of housing and the
poor inadequate assistance of WRA and its associated agencics.

With no criticism to the present WRA plans which were
drawn up merely at the desk, the re-cstablishment of these
pcople back to normaley is something not readily understood
by these so-called "desk planners", The attitude of the
neighbors and workers; the ccute shortage of housing; ond -in-
sdequate fincneial cid, are poor assurcnces to those in the
centers for their voluntary relocation. Because of the hurried
plans for mass evacuation, almost all of the people lost most
of their belongings; sold out to others at impossibly cheap
rates; and were uprooted from the country where they had spent
most of their lives. ,

The following are few points of discussion we would like
to have you review:

COMMENT #1, in regards to financial loans to the evacuces,
comment has been mede that various loan agencies, public and
private, are aveilable to furnish help for relocating evacuees
Most agencies stipulate that one must be a resident of that
locality or demend some sort of security for their loan ad-
vancements. Those who know will realize that the evacuees

ave little or no property cnd securities to meet the various
conditions required by these agencies. Before the more gulli-
ble evocuees take WRA policies at face value and relocate, the
better mova is to have definite plans made prior to their
leaving cemp., After relocating, meny problems and restrictions
will arise and the money that they may have had will soon be
depleted to mere nothing, Those with large familles will be in
dire straits too long before the WRA and other government ma-
chinery with all their respective red tape could be managed and
financial aild secured,

The $25.00 relocation is just a mere teaser in these
times. Those who do not understond the plight of the majority
of evacuees think that 211 we need is travel expense back to
the coast or elsewhere and thet we had just been away over the
week-end, Three years of incarceration in these centers where
the "top wages" is $19,00 2 month plus $3.75 monthly clothing
allowance is something =kin to that of a high school boy!s
allowance. All businesses or trades for private profit were
prohibited by the WRA since the beginning of these centers and
violations were punishable. You must understand that these
people here had whatever resources gradually drained, and not
of their own accord but by necessity.







COMENT :6, speaking of JRA defrcying the expenses of in-
vestigating specific relocation probabilities, comments have
been mads that those goinz back to the coast need no aid anad
that they should make these trips at their own expense,
Comments have also been made that the various representzatives
from certain sections of the country would help.

Any one with common sense' and understanding will readily
know that pre-war aﬁo 3rn~e1t conditions are entirely differert,
Cost of living and eating has Lo.rn tripls .cud guedrunlzé and :
yet evacuees with llttle r no: resources have been firmly ad-
vised to relocate before carps close. Instead of making things
a little pleasant with ede: aid, the trend in these relocations
offices is to almost force relocation. The evacuees have felt
unpleasantness with army Torce evacuation and now, instead of
sympathetic and deserved help from the /Ra, the people are ex=-
periencing just routine nolicies of relocation.

COIT"INT /8, 1s that the Evacuee Property Control Ofiice
will close not later than aApril : ﬂf, 1946, ' If all the people
have homes to return to, or are able to rent any houses, this
policy canBfat lns *bx ever, /. agencies as well as anyone
who had besen outside know ‘H=f housing 18 very: jacule. ' Many
have not been able t0 find places for nonths and mouths,” With
prejudice still wild and rampant, the evacuees have a greater
difficulty to obtain pcrmancntv addrzsses than fellow caucasians.,
llost of the people reloca ting to the !'id-VWest and Tast have
tempor. ry quart:rs and pnaying hich rents. Thcecir apartments
are small and only tcmporary. These pcople will not be able
to ‘accommodate the Turniture und other household article
which they had used in larger houscs ané apartments of pre-war
days. e would rccormiend that the Property Control Officces be
kept open until such tines that we can all be able to accom=-
nodate the storcd articles or at lesast until the war is ended,

COMIZNT ;/10, the problem of hostels and housing have been
oached by Ri with numcrous attemnpts to provide for the
CLtJuu Granted that hostcls are very temporary means to aid
rclocatecs, but the families with large number of children
the aged do not fit into the picturc. To cncourage a more
id relocation program ror the evacuezs, we suggest that TVRA
the U.Ss governmcent make definite plaas to establish apart=-
ment houscs and building at lov ratcs to thosec relocating.,
Small apartments such as those built for shlpvalo workers will
rather than buildcings ncar-cond:mneé in the slumse
COIZTINT 711, your comment statcs that delivery expcnse
should be paid by cevacuecs from station hcad to the door, in
cases Where an evacuce ncoGs money to pay i1or the trucking
sgrvicc, application should bo made to thisapprodricic welfars..
dgoney ~or a spucial grani be coves this ibonre .Delivery oXpcense
for D#lSuuul belo gingss .ol ewasucues vho arc’ roturning.fo thg
iiest Co.st or ulsewhere, shoula be paid by TRa, whether they
heve money or note
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COMLTNT #18, decls with the assurances given by the WRA
that law caforcement agencics as well as the UsS.. Department
of Justice would give every possible protection for the
returned evacuecs . To date numerous incidences have occurred
involving premeditcted vandalism, arson, gun play, attenpted
dynaniting, and boycotting of fruit and truck garden products
produced by Japanese-imerican citizens.,  The few culprits
who have been caught with evidence have been taken to the
court ad then reclescsed ns if they were mischievous, boyish
pranksters. Many of the members of the judieial courts have
been known to be influenced by the rcbble-rousing friends and
corrmunity citizens which have made these judges interpret the
law of the land somewhat carelessly, ond provide penolty
depending upon their hect of the rioment.

Several incidents have occurred in Placer County in
which fruits produced by citizens of Japanese oncestry hove
been refused in the Fruit Produce Companies because of pressure
from the neighbors and their own workers. These citizen-
niseis hove brothers serving the armed forces overseas, or
released by the army cormand so their loyalty is without
question, However, 2ll this have been totally ignored by
these so-called denocratic Americans in that particuler locale
ond in other areacs. Specific nemes for the above are os
follows: Sumio Doi of swuburn; Sanji Sugazawa ad David
Takagishi of Loonise

Hirabaras, father and son, relocated to Salinas from the
Rohwer Center and raised 100 acres of good lettuce. A buyer
contracted the entire crop for $200, an acre. - For some un-
fortunotc reason, arrangements did not include the cutting of
lettuce or its hauling, ond the Hirnbaras were not able to
obtain the workers or the cooperation of the buyers. This
buyer advised the Hirabaras to stay in some San Jose hotel
until he could make negotiations with a group of laborers
to do the cutting and hauling of their lettuce.- This is
another episode which is difficult for center cvacuces to
hear and bear. The WRA answer to this bitter pill would be
thot such minor occurrences are beyond their control es-
pecially due to the prejudices cnd renk discriminations of
the local peoples

We are assuming thot relocation is forced upon those 1
with children still in the primery and sccondary school ages.
The edict has been mode that there will be no schooling from
now on, WRA then intends to force these famllies to go out
in desperation so that their children may continue the school
work. This seems like an underhanded method enployed to oust
people from their respective centers. If such nmethods are to







be tolerated, we can then expect to have WRA eppropriations
cut further to decrease even our "daily bread as has
happencd in the Prisoners of Wor campsq

According to history the people that migrated to this
United States of .mericc, came herec to flee from prejudice,
closs distinction, religious persccutions, suppressions, etc.
They came dreaming of freedoms which has now been printcd in
the Bill of Rights ond the Constitution of the United States
of Americas These great articles have becn the bulwark of
this democracy for the past two ond a half centuries or more,
and for which we are now rclentlessly waging this bitter war
to cnd any anti-denocratic ideals of other warring netions.

For the first time in our history of this glorious
country, an occasion had arisen to force mass evacuation of
a certain group of people including the nationcls as well as
the citizens from a porticular part of the country, We, of
Jopanese ancestry complicd with the best of our meens and
cooperation. We are now at the beginning of dissemination and
re-distribution, is we stoted before, we need better under-
stonding ond cooperation from the WRA and the U.S. Government
in order to go back to normal livelihood. Thus far, we see
no special attempt made to make things easier for those
relocated: Numbers of incidences have been occurring in which
relocation has been discouraged cven by the use of gun pley
and fire. No special policies or provisions have been advo-
cated to right the wrong comuitted three ycars 2go. To those
of wus still in these centers, such incidences and poor legal
justice meted out do not enhonce in any way our attempts to
relocate.

lie submit herewith this plea asking for fair play, better
cooperation, and financial aid in sufficient amount to over-
come thosc barriers which we cen sce so plainly today.

In conclusion the above mentioned rccommendation and
suggestions are cctual condition and sincere feeling of all
center residents.

We, therefore, would like to call your attention to stucy
our first document, statement of fact and rccommendation now
in your hands, which was resolved at the All Center Conference.
Will you please review this together with the first document.
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Plcase remember, we are your cooperative crganization
always acting in good understanding and rutual friendship..

Respectively submitted,

ALL CENTER CONFERENCE HE/ADQU/ARTER

i . { [/
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S. Hideshima, Acting Chakrman
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War Relocation Authority

Washington, D. C.

REFERENCE SERVICE

April 5, 1944

SURVEY OF ZVACUZE ATTITUDES TOWARD RALOCATION

In a series of favorable articles in the San Francisco Chronicle,
writer 'lilliam Flynn reports his findings on visits to relocation centers.
Of special interest is his report on the results of a survey conducted to
ascertain evacuee attitudes toward relocation and return to the West Coast.

1. A minimum of 50 per cent, according to conservative
estimates of leaders and expression of intention by indi-
vidualg, intend to make newr homes in States outside the
exclusion area regardless of any decision military author-
ities might make that would permit them to return to the
Pacific Coast,

2., Forty per cent are undecicded at the present
time what to do. They would "like!" to refturn to their
former hOWeS but they realize that re-establishment there
will be a practical impossibility for a number of years

I“

because of the attitude they know waits to envelop them.

3« Only 10 per cent.'of them, accordirg to
estimates, are '"courageous enough' to return to the
mer homes.,

L. The Japanese Americans are being accepted by the
communities in which they relocate with the only opposi-
tion being curtailed by governmental leaders who recognize
their rights as citizens combatting racial and economic
prejudice,

Chronicle, Feb. 27, 1944.

CALTFORNTIA LEGION LZADER RECOGNIZES LOYAL JAPANISE A?ERICANS
The American Legion advocates that when this war has
brought to a victorious conclusion every person of Japanese
ancestry found to be disloyal to this country, shall be
deported.

The American Legion Has'pledged its confidencé in and its
full support of our army and navy., Numerous persons of Japanese
ancestry are now serving with the armed forces of our country
on the battle fronts, and according to all reports, are
serving valiantly and well.
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We salute all men and women who love this country enough
to fight and, if needs be, die for it. Kvery person good
enough to fight for us is entitled to our respect and equal
protéction under the Constitution.

The California Legionnaire, Feb, YT e I

FALTENBORN PRAISES NISEI SOLDIERS IN PACIFIC AREA

The following letter was written by radio commentator H, V. Xalten-

born to Miss Adalia K. Fisher, of the Committee for Work with Japanese

American Evacuees, St. Louis, Mo., and published in The Colorado Times,
March 23, 1944,

Dear Miss Fisher:

I have just returned from a comprehensive, although
brief tour of our Pacific fighting areas,

On the basis of first~hand information, I can tell you
that American citizens of Japanese ancestry are performing some
of the most valuable work that is being done by our Armed
Forces in the Pacific, These American citizens of Japanese
ancestry have not only proved their loyalty, but in many cases
they have voluntarily risked their lives in order to perform
important frontline services.

With rare exceptions they are the only competent Japanese
translators available to olr Armed Forces. Those that have
been given the privilege of taking up arms in the Italian war
theater have also distinguished themselves. The number of
medals which thev have earned for outstanding service is large
in proportion to their numbers.

In talking with General Richardson, Commander-in-Chief
of the United States Army in the Central Pacific, with head-
quarters at Honolulu in the Hawaiian Islands, he informed me
that there has not been a single case of active disloyalty
proved against a single one of the 150,000 Japanese and Jap-
anese Americans in the Hawaiian Islands. As he put it, "We
have no Japanese problem,"

I have just given an interview to the press in San Fran-
cisco, in which I stated that there must be something wrong with
the way the Japanese problem has been handled in Continental
United States,

I expect to comment on this matter in my broadcasts as
the news may suggest. But you are at liberty to use the

statements I have made in this letter'in any way that will
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further the cause of decent treatment for American citigens,
whose only crime is that they were born of Japanese parents,

Sincerely yours,

H. V., Kaltenborn

s 00 v so v rrsreeseeoe
3

NISEI VETERAN OF TARAWA VISITS POSTON

After seeing action with the Second Division in the Solomons,
at-Gavatu, Guadalcanal, and Tarawa, Marine Sergeant Manuel Hiroshi Hirata,
20, is visiting family and friends, according to the Feb. 12 issue of
the Poston Chronicle,

As a result of a wound received in the knee at Tarawa, Sgt. Hirata
was returned to Balboa Park hospital in San Diego to rccuyuratg. He
possesses four ribpons, They are: Purple Heart, Presidential unit citation
with one star, American theater campaign medal and Asiatic-Pacific campaign
medal with three stars.

After three weeks furlough, Sgt. Hirata will return to San Diego.

Utah Nippo, March 8, 1944
T e G L S L R
SERGEANT RESCUES MAJOR
', with the 5th

Story by A. P. Tlar Correspondent Lynn Heinzerling
Army at Cassino, Italy,

ma jor was lying in the rain on a rocky hillside
d the Abbey of liount Cassino.,

Everyone knew he was badly hurt, but the nearest man
to him had to cross 18 yvards of open ground in the face of
German snipers and a German tank which was on the road to the
abbey.,

The nearest man happened to be Sergt. Gary Hisaoka,
an American of Japanese descent from Hilo, Hawaii, who came
into the Army directly from the Ynivers 1tv of Huwall.

Sergt. Hisaoka was almost beside himself with rage
at the Germans, according to the story told today by Lt. Paul
Froning of New Bremen, Ohio, Every time he would raise his
head to look out at the major a sniper would chip away a rock
a. few inches from his head.,

The major had gone forward with one of the most advanced
units attacking the ecastle above Cassino and had gone too far
over the lip of a gully. Snipers pinned him down there. His
head and the upper part of his body were protected by a little
rock shelter he had piled up, but his legs protruded and he was
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hit several times on his legs so that he was helpless -- un-
able even to try a desperate dash to safety,

"Hisaoka began to dig a shallow trench toward
ma jor, “001ML that he would be able to slide through
and drag the major to safety," Lt. Froning related.

Sergt., Hisaoka had a trench about eight yards long
when he suddenly threw down his shovel, There was still ten
yards to go.

"Hell, I'm going now," the sergeant said. "I'm tired
of shoveling. It's getting late and I won't get there till
night at this rate.”

oka crouched down, slid out to the ‘end of his trench,
the ten yards intervening to the officer.

"Ma jor," he .said, "I'm going to have to drag you in,"

"That's al igh boyllthe magor irepliedsssMaetine
back any old *dy '

Sergt. Hisaoka then graboed him by the arms and dragged
him across the open space to a:litter. The major is going to
be all right after a spéll in the hospital. Sergt, Hisaoka
is all right, too, he was away on a short leave today,

Sergt. Hisaoka is getting to be a sort of a legend in
this unit of Americans from Hawaii,

On another occasion a small number of doughboys on a
long road leading into Cassino were caught in a terrific
artillery barrage by the enemy.

One soldier was in a makeshift dugout when a shell
exploded immediately behind it and buried him in the debris,
It was Sergt. Hisaoka who went over under fire, dug him out
and sent him along to a hospital,

"They always count on Hisaoka when they get into
trouble,”" Lt, Froning exclaimed,

Washington Evening Star, Mar, 4, 1944.
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SEEX

WAR RELOCAT ION AUTIIORITY

achington, D. C.

(gﬁﬁ (jcﬂ'ZI

JAPANESE-AMERICANS IN RELOCAT ICK CEITERS

Of the 127,000 persons of Japanese ancestry in the United States,
nearly 110,000 have lived or are living in ten relocation centers under
supervision of the War Relocation Authority. Roughly two-thirds are
Americen citizens, almost all of whom are under 40 years of age, and the
remainder arc aliens, most of whom have becn in the United States since
1924, when the Exclusion Act wont into effects The population includes
about 19,000 citizcn men between the ages of 18 and 37.

The people now living in rclocation centors were residents of stra-
togic military areas on the Test Coast, which wcre evacuated last spring
and summer, by order of the Commonding Genoral of the Wostern Defensc Com-
mond. The evacuctod arca includos the entire state of California, the
western half of Washington and Oregon, and the southorn third of Arizona.
The evocuntion was onnouncod and at first was placed on n voluntary basis
Poople of Japancse “pccu+1y rc instructcd to move out of the TJ:IOH but
might go anywhero they 1¢k,u. With Japanecse invasion not UHli“ﬂ‘v a
infilteraticn of i Jx \"ﬂ ge’ nponts always'a threat, their presence
coastal nnd border croas constituted o dongor to the national s« 1ty, but
away from those nrens it wns considered that the cvnouccs ncod
stricted.. Sovernl thous-nd moved out but m-ny of them cncountercod diffi-
cultics of mnny kinds growing out of suspicion and gener-1l public 2ntagonism.
Then it beeame cvident that voluntary movement would not be sufficiently
ropid, voluntary ovacuntion wos ‘holtod, on Merch 29,1942, and aftor thot
dnto, cvacuation was carried out by militory cuthoritics on o planned and
orderod basis, arca by arenq.

Tho War Rolocation Authority wns established by Prosidentic
tive Ordor 9102 on Mareh 18, 1942, to oid the military autheriti
cvacuntion of any porsons or groups fro ny dos '_ _t:d nrons
loonte ovacuanted purJO“Qg Its immed
pooplec of Japnncse nncostry from tho

As soon ns it was determincd that voluntary cvacuntion was not
cffeective, and that public sentiment wns opposcd to largo scale rclooa-
tion in ordinary communities, the War Rolocation Authority, in cooperation
with tho Army, began looking for locntions for temporary communitics where
the evrnouccs mlgnt be maintaincd under protcection until opportunitics in
privantc employmont could be found. In tho meontime, the Army hurricdly
built 15 tomporary "assombly contcrs” inside the owvacuated croa, at raoc
trnacks and fair grounds, whero the cvocuccs could be housed until the
reclocation contors were rOﬁdyo

Ten sites wore chosen for relocntion ccnters, to be superviscd by
the War Reloeation Authority. Each onc had cnough 1lond suited to agricul-
turnl development so the evacuccs might produce much of th ir owm food.,

he eentors, their loeation, cnd their ~pproximato populations aro ns

follows:
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Conter State Population

Manzanor California 10,000
Tule Loke California 15,000
Colorado River Arizona 17,000
Giln Rivor Arizone 14,000
Central Utah Utah 8,000
Minidoka Idaho 9,000
Hoart lountain Tyoming, 11,000
Graonadea Colorado 7,000
Rohwer Arkansas 8,000
Jerome Arknonsas 8,000

107,000

uation from homes to asscmbly conters progrosscd from April
until iz usH 12, and the sccond movement, flﬂm assombly ccnters to
rcloea s nte took plaoc from H:“ to carly November.

Under the supcrvision of thc Army Engincer Corps, barrack type
buildings wore put up to accommodate the cvacuccs. Thesc arc of frame con-
struction, usually coveored with tor papcr, and lincd with wnllbonrd. Each
building is 100 fect long by 20 feot wide, ~nd is divided into four, five

or six compartmonts; housing assignmcnts nro figured on the basis of cbout
100 squaro foct of floor spacc per person.

Twolve barrack buildings usua arc groupcd into o "blook", cond
cach block has o bath housc and 1lat ":, nmoss hall, a roorecation hall,

and & laundry room. The blocks arc scprrated by "fire broeaks" of 200 foct.

St~ndnrd cquipment for living includos - cot, mrttross, and blankots
for cach porson and o hcating stove for cach compartment. Each fomily is
normittod to usc its own furniturs if it so desircs, but most familics did
not rcecivo their furnitur; from storn~ge for somc timc and contrived
homemnde furniturc out of scrap lumber.

is donc in mcss hnlls, loented in cnch block. Ionus include
and Jopancsc typc foode Evacucscs nrc subject to the somo
rictions as othor civilians, and o moximum of 45 conts per
is nllowcd for food. .ctunl food cost has boon about 40
eroun por day.

Medical carc is provided without charge to cvacucos, and o hospital
vo.s included in the basic construction providod by the Army in each rclocn-
tion conter. Evocuce doctors, nurscs, pharmneists, nnd dontists maks up
most of the staff of cach hospital and health scrvice, although the head
physicinn nnd head nursc usuanlly arc non-Japancsce Housing is such thot
most cascs of illnoss must bo eared for in tho hospital rather thanm in tho
homo .,
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There is nothing in the record of the porssn to indicatc that
he would be dangorous to socicty or to tho national socurity.

has o place to go and means of supporting himsclf,

There is evidence that his prosencc in the community to which
proposos to go would not ecnuse a disturbance.

The ovaocuco ngrcos to kecp theo “lar Reloeantion Juthority informed
of his addross “t all timcs.

Tho Tar Reloocation Authority has basic re ls cn cvery ovacuec 17
yoars of ago and over who is oligible for sideration for loave. These
rooords provido "‘1 in on tho owvacuec's cducation, affili~ticns, foreign
trovel, omp and othor portinent foeots, in addition to his
ovm stattdpnt on ta@ mnttuA of alloginance to the United States., These records
arc corcfully checked whon the ovacucc applics for a nermit to loave. If
thoro is any question about tho desirability of granting tho pcrmit, tho
records, if oany, of Federal Burcau of Invostigation and other intelligeonco
agoncios aro sccurcd bofore o dotormination is

~do
.UC e

Loave pormits arc not boing issucd to porsons who have applied for
ropatrintion or expntriation to Jhr“n, thosc who have not pledged unqualified

CQ

loynlty to thc United States, or any othors whosc rccords lnHlCAUO recason to
’1

qucstion the advisebility of their lL" ing outsidec the centers in
communitics during the wnr., Provision is
thich leavo permits. aro. dor
to those who, boecausc of
of pressure from family or
answors on questicns of loynlty.

The leave procedures of the War Relocntion Authority were cheocked with
the Dopartmont cf Justicce and with the Yhr Department bofore thoy woro
instituted

po icy of the nagene > consider ecach individual casc earec

thero isirecson to:'b ve an cvacucc would ondnngor national
sod, no leoave permi

regulations of the War Relocotion Awbthority apply enly to
paoncse ancostry who werc living in California, o coastal arecn
and Woshington, and the scuthorn third of Arizono on a cortain dntc
pring of 1942 Only those perscns of Japanesce anccstry worc evacuated
cquen ;y prov"'? ocmergency placos cof rosidenco in relocation centers.
! ancestry were living in other parts of the
1942 ond have nevor boon in rdl.CTtiF2 centors.
) oneny n: ti"‘r'f-lit”, cons
: internal sccurity arc apprchended by the Der
and confircd in internmont camps which are not under the
ho Wor Rclocntion Authority.

Junc, 1943
C-0211-P4~Finnl-BU~COS-"TP







77AR RELOCATION AUTE

wachington

A STATEMENT OF POLICY OF THE WAR RELOCA 11
I PROVIDING FOOD FOk RELOCAT ION

In recognition of a wides public interest in the subject
of food provided by the government ) evact in relocation ¢
the War Relocation Authority has ed . the ollo'lng statement
its problems and policies in thig ield its responsibilities.

16 Nature of the Population

! ypanese-American evacuees now in relocatio: >rs number
pOrOVLL”bJWy 107,000. Vith the exception I

m Hawaii,
all are former residents of the States of Viashington, Oregon, California,
and Arizona. All were evacuated by military action in conne ction with

1 YT
11l necessary,

D)

which the govermment undertook to mai: L~LJ the evacuees,
for the duration of the war. Approximately *To—uALAds of the population
are citizens; owe—f" ”r't‘q arg cnl dren of ool age. Almost all of the
men and women over 45 years
under the laws of the

T T
licy on Foo

In relocation cent s evacuees are all fed in mess halls operated
by the AJ*norluv with the use evacuee labor. It is the policy of the
Authority ide the evacuees good substantial food of a quality and
quantity comparable avali b e to the general public. Food is pur-
chased for the centers hro¢g‘ S, Army Quartermaster Corps under
specifications established by the Army. It is issued to mess halls under
circumstances which provide strict control over the kind and quantity
of food used All rationing regulations and recoumendations applicable

n_ population of tne uUnited States are applied 1n the
operation of mess hells in relocation centers. If regulations govern-
ing the Uop”latlon arc modified, corresponding modifications will be
made in the feeding program of the relocation centers.

Current Restrictions on the Use of Food

At the present time the following restrictions are in effe Yo vig b o
relocation centers:







gistered with the 0ffice of
atic institutional users. They are
allotted sugaz ‘ and ration points for processed
foods and meat f and oils in accordance with the
regulations governing all civilian institutions in this
country. Rationing restrictions are applied in the issue
of food from storerooms to mess halls.

In centers which do not produce their own milk and which
are required to purchase in markets where the demand is
already excessive, fresh milk shall be provided only to
infants, nursing mothers, pregnant women, and other per-
sons who, by medical direction, require a special diet.

Food costs must not exceed 4 ] erson per day.

i

It ig the poli f the Authority to provide facilities which

will enable the evacuees t« lu as much as possible food
equired for their own subsistence 1 all centers sub 'al amounts
icultural land will be available this yea cgetab production
t all the requirements of the nter during the pre ion season
planned at the centers. Production programs a¢l)W PJT OQLPQcPt from

center to center; for example, vegetables }ruquﬁng in the winter at

Arizona centers are shipped to ccnters in Idaho woming, which in
exchange wi ship sun roduced foods to Arizona centers. Swine and
poultry projects wi “: 6 blishe n all centers during the present

crop year. In a few centers having the necescary grazing land, beef
cattle will be produced. In centers where the necessary minimum milk
supply outlined above cannot otherwise be provided without serious c
petition with the general public, dairies will be established. It is
estimated that during the current crop year food equal to one-third of
the total cost of the ration will be produced by the centers for their
own congumption,
Contribution-of the Evacuees to the National
Food-for-Freedom Progzram

During the agricultural season of 1942, nearly
were enga f”d in agr .wdlburin Tabor, ‘chlefly in sugar
Their contribution to the nation's sugar supply was 3
matad at'a year's ration for 10,000,000 pCOFl“. Tt ontemplated that

in addition to producing a large amount of t ir own ! }
will continue to be available for work ou

utside the centers in agricu 1tur@
and in other occupations contributing to the

war ci
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WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
WASHINGTON

ON CHARGES MADE BY
THE_DANVER POST LN T4 16GUE OF APRTL 23

The Denver Post in a series of articles, the first of which
appeared in the issue of April 2% charged that excess stocks of
food were being "hoarded” at the Heart Mountain relocation center
near Cody, Wyoming, and that the people of Japanese ancestry living

center were being "feasted" on foods which were not obtainable

American public generally.

In making these allegations, the Fosi ignored three basic

compiying with the same
ions that apply to the rest of the
« The War Relocation Authority has
ce March been registered with the Office of Price Ad-
ministration as an "institutional user" s subject to all
the restricticns imposed on such consumers. ZEven before
rationing became mandatory, the quotas suggested by the
Office of Price Administration were adhered to on a
voluntary basis.
At no time has the cost of i . supplied to evacuees
Heart Mountain exceeded L6¢ per verson per day. For

nonth of March the cost

-7 1
was 365¢ per person per

Although it is true that stocks

were excesgive,
of food on hand on April 1€ was $246,000, or the equivalent
in dollar value a €60-~days' supply.

v
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A general statement of the policies of the War Relocation
Authority in providing food for relocation centers is attached.

The detailed charges made by the Post in its April 23 issue
are quoted below, followed by comments by officials of the War Reloca-

tion Authority.

"JAPS PETTED AND FEASTED IN U.S. WHILE AMERICANS IN NIPPON ARE TORTURED"

vigited and checked warehouses filled to their eaves with every type
rationed food, much of which cannot be purchased for love nor money
the American people ..."

saw a carload cf the finest oranges and another carlioad of choice
grapefruit being unloaded and stored ..."

"I discovered canned vegetables -- tomatoes, beets, beans, peas,
spinach, pumpkin, corn, and sauerkraut, and fruits including pears,
peaches, cherries, and blackberries with a total point value of
20,017,222, This checked against the camp population of 10, 200 --
equals a supply of these rationed foods for 3 years, 7 months, and
14 days."

"In the warehouses I found 86,480 cans of fruit -- 81,860 of these

are the No. 10 or six and one-half pound can. I found 268,293 cans of
rationed vegetables, 114,885 of these are the No. 10 cans and 153,408
No. 2 cans. I discovered 1ifi1,405packeges of cereals ... Stacked to
the eaves in the warehouscs and on pantry shelves in the mess halls
were 61,914 jars of jellies and jam ... There were 58,840 pounds of
macaroni, spaghetti and nocdles, and 10,320 pounds of dry beans and
split peas. There were 3,070 of these tiny (four-ounce) cans of cinna-
mon, 1,229 of cloves, 2,168 of mustard, and 6,247 of pepper, plus a
100-1b. barrel of pepper. I found 6,853 gallons of mayonnaise -- and
just before I arrived, according o Robertson (Project Director),

gsome 4,000 gallons had been shipped out to other camps."

The relocation center at Heart Mountain with a population of
more than 10,000 people is the fifth largest city in Wyoming. The
center has been in existence less than a year and must depend almost
entirely for its food supply on sources outside the state of Wyoming.

Its location, remote from large distributing centers, makes it nec-

essary to carry a considerable stock of food, particularly during the

winter months.

C-0122-P2-BU-COS-WP







B

Food for the Heart Mountain nenter ie purchased through the
Army Quartermester Corps, which mey, in compliance with regulatlons
of the Office of Defense Transportation, ship certain foods in car-
load lote even though the certer has ovdered in lesser cuantity. In

Januvary, for example, the following cuantities of food were shipped

to Heart Mountain over and above what was actdally ordered: 5,156

cans of beets; 3,846 cans of string beans; 3

cans of spinach, all in No. 10 (& %-;h) glze cans: 14,000 rounds of
flour; 10,524 jars of Jams; 7,608 jars of jelly; and 37,896 cans of
corn in No. 8 cans in place of 4,800 No. 10-size cans ordered.
At an earlier date, at the reguest of the Quertermaster Corps, three
carloads of cenned peass were shinped to Heart Mountain warehouses for
gtorage, in order to dispose of an Army surplus in this commocdil

The figure quoted in the article on ration points (20,017,292)
is from the inventory of Februsry 28. The actuval point value of
rationed » essed foods on hand at the center at the time of the
Post writer's visit was clightly less then fifteen million points.

Of the four mzjor categories of rationsd foods -- meats and
fats, sugar, coffee, and processed I 5 the center had a surplus
only in the one category -- processed fooc 1} rationed processed
focds at Heart Mc aln ordered by the center before rationing
became effective. None has been ordered since February. The
inavguration of point rationing of procecssed foods in March greatly
reduced the rate at which these foods could be uged in feeding at the
center, and thereby created a condilion in which supplies of certain
items became greater than the center's requiremeuts for a reasonable
period. All inventories of such foods were properly declared to the

Office of Price Administration, and the War Relocation Authority is







charged by that agency with the orderly liquidation of the excess stocks.

On March 11, 1943, on a tour of inspection repreesenting the

Director of WRA, Colonel Erle M. Wilson vieited the Heart Mountain center
and conferred with projsct officials in regard to the overstock in
foods. He returned to Washington March 15, and, based on the infor-
mation which he and others had obtaired, WRA officials took action to
bring about a reduction in the inventory to approximately three months'
supply of staples.

Two proposals were advanced for accomplishing this: first,
transfer of certain food items to other relocation centers operated by
the Authority; and second, transfers to nearby Army camps and other
military establishments.

The Authority at that time was engaged in establishing new
procedures for cperating under OPA rationing regulations, and trans-
fers to other relocation centers were delayed until proper procedures
could be decided upon.

Barly in April, the program of the Authority to bring about a
reduction in processed foods in storage at Heart Mountain became ef-
fective. ther relocation centers were instructed to make their
requisitions for certain foods direct to the Heart Mountain center,
rather than through the Quartermaster Corps.

The Army Quartermaster Corps has agreed to take all remaining

surpluses for distribution to military establishments in the area.

"Kitchens everywhere were filled with canned foods of every
tvPe and description -- food purchased not in the gallon

size can, but in the convenient No. 2 and 2% size can. ..."

This statement is contradicted later in the article when the

writer asserts that, "In the warehouses I found 86,480 cans of fruit

81,860 of wnich were the No. 10 or % pound can." Canned fruits
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and vegetables are always ordeied in the No. 10 size can in accordance
with standard Army practice, but smallsr sizes are sometimes sghipped
when the No. 10 size is not available. Spices which are used in sub-

stantial quantities are always ordered in the larger slze containers.

1rm

There were five babies in the camp hospital and in the camp

warehouse I found a& full cerload -- $l?,000 worth of prepared

baby foods -~ such as strained Juices, spinach, carrots, and
ther similar baby foods."

The five babies in the hospital do not use these commercially
Prepared baby foods. Resgidents of the center eat at community mess
halls, necessitating the establishment of a special formula kitchen
from which babies at the center are fed. The number of babies under

wo years of age who are fed at the foruula kitchen has varied from

) - = ) .
425 to 7T40. There were, on April 25, 381 babies at the center on a

diet of strained and chopped foode, with 44 others on special formulas.

"Tt was interesting that the very first kitchen I asked to
I

inspect wag Number 17-27 .. where asked the Japanese cook
in charge 'where are thne rest of your supplies'. I asked to
see his attic. In this attic -- the very first one I entered
-- I found secreted under the eaves 10 cases of corn flakes
and 10 cases of fruits and shrimp.”

- o ok

Becausge of & lack of storage space in the warehouses, it was
common practice until a few months ago to store certain non-perisheble
foods in the space above mess hall ki ens At the time of the
December inventory, for example, most of the mess hall attics had food
stored in them. The lack of storage space was particularly acute in
December and January, but late in January the process of reducing

attic stocks was started, and the practice of storing food in avail-

able space above the kitchens has been digcontinued., The Post
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writer inspected only one of these attics, and upon finding
a small cuantity of food stored there hased his general charge that

evacuees were hoarding food on a wholesale scale.

Project officials subsequently made a check of each of the 40

all attics at the center and in only five of them was food still
being stored. What at Tirst appeared to be food in many of the others

proved. te be empty boxes and cartons.

"I watched meat trucks driving in from Billings, Montana,

delivering pork loins, lard, pig sausages, and beef quarters

-- 29,300 1lbs. of this butcheied meat last week."

There were 27,929 pounds of meat delivered in this particular
shipment, 5,702 pounde of pork loin, 8,511 pounds of beef, 4,000
pounds of sausage, 5,716 pounds of pork butts, and 4,000 pounds of
frankfurters. This was a supply for the more than 10,000 people at
the center for a period of eight and one-third days.

Meat for center menus is allocated under strict rationing regula-
tions, allowing sixteen points per week per person of which thirteen
points are for meats and the remainder for canned fish, cheese, fats
and oils. The center went on a voluntary program of rationing meats
and other foods in January, prior to the time the point rationing

n went into effect.

-

"The Army had nothing to do with twenty new Fordson tractors
which arrived just before I reached camp, or with 120 sets

of mule harness and 100 tobacco carts which got there somewhat
earlier. There is not a mule, or a horse on Heart Mountain
«eseses The Fordson tractors and several new diesels, in-
cluding a gigantic bull-dozer, are being used to plow up
1,900 acres of nearby land ..."

The Ford tractors were purchased through the Army, and are the
only new tractors bought for use at the center in subjugating nearly
2,000 acres of raw agricultural land for food production.
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A1l other tractors at the center are second-hand and have been

acquired by the Wa ' vl uthority principally from surplus stocks

~

of" other Federal agencies. The are ow A1 1 tractors at the

center. Most. of e used ki 7as secursd bty WRA through Army
channels from the surplus stccks of the Civilian Congervation Corps
following the liquidation of the latter agency. Other equipment is
on loan from the Farm Security Administration.

This equipment is being used to bring hitherto undeveloped
land into intensive agricultural production cf vegetable and feed
crops whereby the center will produce the bulk of its own food supply.
In addition to clearing the land, an irrigation system is being built
to give the development a permanent value after the war.

120 sets of mule harness and the tobacco carts referred
to were also obtained from surplus stocks of another Federal agency and
and were shipped to Heart Mountain by mistake. The shipment was
intended for the Arkansas projects where mules are used, and was
transferred to those projects in February. There vwere eight
tobacco carts; not 100 as stated in the article.

"Lying in the weather are 100 or more wood heater stoves.

Piled gbout Lo rust are radiators which were to have been

placed in two elementary school buildings which were never

constructed. Fire brick, which was to have been used in these
buildings, lies broken and scattered, and compo-board, its
wrappings ripped away by the winds, stands in piles avaiting
the first rains and ruin."

The bulk of the building materials referred to are the property
of the contractor, not of the War Relocation Aunthority. Construction
of two elementary school buildings was halted by order of the War

1

Production Board after some of the building materials had already

reached the project.
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The wood ves were acaulx as part of surplus stock

taken over from snother Federal agency. They were not in usable
condition and are to be salvaged for scrap. The radiators and fire-
brick are the property of the contractor. The "compo-board"
weather-proof sheathing intended for outside use. Building m

will be stored at the center as soon as warehouse cspace is

mless otherwise disposed of by the contractor.
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WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

Washington, D. C.

REGULATIONS UNDFR WHICH PERSONS OF JAPANESE
ARE PERMITTED TO LEAVE [ xmLOuATION CE

~=000==

Any person of Japanese ancestry evacuated from a MJl*uarY area
in the West and now living at a relocation center may receive permission
to leave such a center and. btake up residence elsewhere upon mgctlng
requirements prescribed by the War Relocation Authority, the federal
agency in charge of the relocation program.

Such leaves for indefinite residence outside a relecation center
frented after review and approval by the Director of WRA in
These are the requirements the applicant must meet to be

There must be no evidence of digloyaelty to the United

States.

He must have an offer of employment or some other means

of support.

There must be reasonable agsurance thzt 1e attitude of
; in

the cormunity to which he is go g will t endanger the
individual, cause a public dis ance, or Jeopardize

the relocation program.

The applicant must agree to advise the War Relocation
Authority of any change of employer or place of residence.

The person requesting lrave makes application to the Director
of the center in which he lives. After interviewing the applicant,
the center director or leave officer may meke such further investiga-
tion as may be necessary, and the application form and any other
information is then submitted to the Director in Washington, with the
reccmmendation of these project officials.

Officials of the WRA in Washington review the application, the
project director's findings, letters from persons given as references,
and check the applicant's name against the records of FBI and other
federal intelligence agencies. If satisfied from this investigation
that the applicant meets the requirements, the Director authorizes
the granting of indefinite leave. If the application 1s de enied,
specific reasons must be given, and the epplicant has the right to
agk for a rehearing of the case if he has additional information to
present.

Where the wife, or children over the age of 17 years, expects

to accompany the applicant outside a center if indefinite leave is
granted, separate applications must be filed for each member of such
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family. Indefinite leaves will not be granted to go back into an
evacuated area. AIT*i,-ulﬁﬁ fr 1 persons wishing to take jobs or
regide in places within the Eastern Defense Command or the Gulf States
will be submitted for the time being to the War Department for review.

o’

It is expected that evacuees will be employed at prevailing wages
WRA will zdvise each worker as to whether or not prevaillng wages
offered. The evacuee may accept or reject any offer of employment,
after being employed will have the same status as other wage-earners
may be discharged or may take another Jjob.

idents of relocation centers may be granted advance leave
olv,*;“,. whan establishes their eligibility to take outside employ-
nent wher ed. When the Authority and agencies cooperating with
it are gble I’Ud employment for such persops, a leave permit can be
authorized immediately by the Director if the job is satisfactory and
the attitude of the cormunity not antagonistic.

regidents of relocation centers are
In case such leave is granted to aliens,
U. 8. District Attorney of the area in which
the latter must have the permission of the
Pfore he may trevel or change his place of residence.
e revoked by the Director of WRA at any time.

Inother purpose for which indefinite leave may be granted is
enrollment at a college or university. In general, the student mugt
mset the requirements previocusly cited but his enrollment must be at
one of nearly 300 colleges which have been approved for attendance by
evacuees of Japanese anceery.

In addition to indefinite leave, there are two other types of
leave, both granted by the director of the relocation center: The
temporary leave (30 days) to attend to business or personsl matters
away from the project but not in the evacuated area; and the group-work
leave which permits the applicants to be recruited in groups to work
outgide the certér in approved areas for a stated period of time.

December
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RELOCATING JAPANESE-AMERICAN EVACUEES

w0

The program of the War Relocation Authority for the
relocation of more than 100,000 Japanese aliens and
American citizens of Japanese ancestry now being
evacuated from Pacific Coast military areas.

The War Relocation Authority
Washington, D. C.

WRA - Info. 2 (Preliminary)







Chronology:

February 19, 1942

March 2, 1942

March 15, 1942

March 18, 1942

March 23, 1942

March 24, 1942

President Roosevelt issued Executive Order No.
9066, empowering the Secretary of War or desig-
nated military commanders to prescribe military
areas and to exclude any or all persons from
such areas,

Lieut. Gen, J. L. DeWitt, commanding general of

the Western Defense Command and Fourth Army,

issued Proclamation No. 1, defining military areas
No. 1 and 2, on western frontier. It was announced
that future exclusion orders to cover zll of Area
No. 1, and certain zones of No. 2, would affect
Japanese aliens, American-born persons of Japanese
ancestry, and certain other aliens,

The Wartime Civil Control Administration was
established under the direct and immediate super-
vision of the Western Defense Command and Fourth
Army to supervise the evacuation and to coordinate
the assistance of civilian Federal agencies,

President Roosevelt issued Executive Order No.
9102 establishing the War Relocation Authority

to formulate and carry out a program for the
planned relocation of persons evacuated from
military areas. Within the Authority was estab-
lished a War Relocation Work Corps in which
evacuees may enlist for duration of the war to
undertake useful work contributing to the Nation's
all-out productive effort.

First 1,000 evacuees - volunteers from Los Angeles -
move to Manzanar Relocation Center, Owens Valley,
California, to assist in preparing the new comm-
nity for its ultimate population of 10,000. By

May 15 the Center was filled to capacity.

Iieut, Gen. J. L. DeWitt issued Civilian Exclusion
Order No. 1, directing all persons of Japanese
lineage, aliens and citizens alike, to evacuate
Bainbridge Island, Washington State, on or before
March 30,







March 27, 1942

March R7 to date -—-

ASSEMBLY CENTER =

RELOCATION CENTER -

RELOCATION AREA

WAR _RELOCATION
WORK CORPS

SNLI STEE

WORK PROJECTS
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Lieut. CGen, J. L. DeWitt announced that effec-
tive at midnight, March 29, voluntary evacuation
from the military area would cease, and after
that date all evacuation would be on a planned,
orderly basis to War Relocation Authority
Relocation Centers,

Additional evacuation orders issued by Lieut.
Gen., DeWitt, applying first to the most sensi-
tive and critical zones within the military
area, evacuees being assembled at Assembly
Centers throughout the military area to await
completion of Relocation Centers, where they
will be settled for the duration of the war,

DEFINITIONS

A convenient gathering point, within the
military area, where evacuees live temporarily
while awaiting transfer to a Relocation Center
outside of the military” area.

A new commnity, established on Federally-
controlled land, with basic housing and protec-
tive services supplied by the Federal Government,
for occupancy by evacuees for the duration of the
war,

The entire area under the jurisdiction of the
War Relocation Authority, surrounding a Reloca-
tion Center. The lands are Federally owned or
leased, are designated as a military area, and
are under the protection of military police.

An organization within the War Relocation Authority
for the mobilization of the employable evacuees

for various kinds of useful work. Any evacuee,
more than 16 years of age, may enlist voluntarily
in the Corps. Enlistment is for the duration of
the war.

A person who enlists in the War Relocation Work
Corps.

Projects, such as the development of irrigated
land, agricultural production, or manufacturing,
undertaken by the War Relocation Work Corps.
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THE RELOCATION PROGRAM

Two Federal agencies are sharing the principal responsibility

in planning and carrying out the evacuation and relocaticn program —-

the Wartime Civil Control Administration and the War Relocation
Authority.
The WCCA

The Wartime Civil Control Administration is a staff organiza-
tion of the Western Defense Command and Fourth Army, and has direct
supervision of the evacuation of military areas on the West Coast.
Government agencies have been called in to help the WCCA with the
multitude of problems involved in suddenly cutting off the normal
business, social, and economic relationships of the evacuees. The
Department of Justice, the Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco,
the Federal Security Agency, the Department of Agriculture, the
Treasury Department, the Alien Property Custodian, and others are
working with the WCCA on this task.

The first step in the evacuation process is providing poten-
tial evacuees with information and assistance in closing up their
affairs. A chain of 64 service offices has been established through-
out Area No., 1 at which "teams" of Federal agency representatives are
stationed to provide various services, For example, the U, S,
Employment Service registers evacuees and provides welfare service;
the U. S. Health Service examines and inoculates them; the Federal
Reserve Bank of San Francisco, acting as fiscal agent for the
Treasury Department, assists evacuees in the sale, lease, or manage-

ment of their property; the Farm Security Administration arranges to
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military considerations cannot permit the risk of putting an un-
assimilated or partly assimilated people to an unpredictable test
during an invasion by an army of their own race.

3., Once the Japanese group is removed to the interior, the
elements of danger in this situation are considerably reduced.

The evacuation of Japanese from military areas is not

to be confused with the Alien Enemy Control program

of the Department of Justice, under which enemy aliens
suspected of acts or intentions against the national
security are interned. The fact that an individual,
whether citizen or alien, has been evacuated from a
military area does not mean that such a person is, as
an individual, suspected of disloyalty to the United

States,

THE PROBLEM

The exclusion of certain aliens and citizens from West Coast
strategic areas ——- the sudden uprooting of a whole segment of the
population -- arises from stern military necessity, and poses a
difficult problem that this country has not had to face before. It
has been determined that this problem shall be handled in a thoroughly
democratic, American way. Toward this end, both the military and the
civilian agencies of the Federal Government are cooperating to enable
this mass migration to proceed in a planned, orderly, and decent

manner.







The People

The problem encompasses the lives and associations of nearly

120,000 individuals of Japanese ancestry who have been living in

Military Area No. 1. The group is not preponderantly alien, as

commonly supposed, Of those migrating, about 63 percent are American-

born citizens; only 37 percent are aliens of Japanese birth. The

aliens, "Iissei", are largely an older group who came to this country
as laborers and farm workers. Their average age is around 58 to

60. The citizens, "Nisei", are largely a young group, most of them
educated or being educated in American schools. Their average age is
around 22. More than one-fourth of the entire population is made up
of second and third generation children under 15 years of age,

The Japanese group on the West Coast has not been an isolated
entity. During the years the lives and work of these people have be-
come intermeshed with the whole gamut of social and economic relation-
ships of the area in which they lived. In 1940, nearly 50,000 of them,
age 14 and over, were employed in California, Oregon, and Washington.
(This does not include the thousands of unpaid family workers who
have helped to operate family stores and farms.) About 45 percent
of the paid workers were engaged in agriculture. These were not
Just farm laborers, but ranged from highly-skilled managers, owners,
reniers, and irrigation experts, down to "stoop" laborers who hand-
tended the intensive vegetable and fruit crops. About 24 percent of

the workers were engaged in wholesale and retail trade, and this group







is particularly conspicuous in the marketing of farm produce. About
17 percent we_'e in personal service — house servants, gardeners,
maids, and so on. About 4 percent were in manufacturing, and 10 per-

cent were engaged in other industries and commerce.

About 3 percent of the Japanese population -- some 3,100 —-

are professional people, including doctors, lawyers, architects,
nurses, airplane designers, artists, ministers. More than 1,000 of
the young people have been attending colleges or universities each
year.

The Federal Government is attempting to handle the evacuation
and relocation of this group with the smallest possible economic
and social loss to the areas being evacuated and to the evacuees
themselves., Provision must be made to replace evacuees in the
factories, stores, farms, and market places. They have many skills
and abilities that are immediately needed in the national production
effort. As swiftly as possible, they must be given an opportunity to
make use of these for the welfare of the Nation and their new commu-
nities. And not the least part of the job is the physical task of
moving such a large number of families in a short time and relocating

them in suitable areas,
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THE RELOCATION PROGRAM

Two Federal agencies are sharing the principal responsibility
in planning and carrying out the evacuation and relocation program —-
the Wartime Civil Control Administration and the War Relocation
Authority.

The WCCA

The Wartime Civil Control Administration is a staff organiza-
tion of the Western Defense Command and Fourth Army, and has direct
supervision of the evacuation of military areas on the West Coast.
Government agencies have been called in to help the WCCA with the
multitude of problems involved in suddenly cutting off the normal
business, social, and economic relationships of the evacuees. The
Department of Justice, the Federal Reserve Bank of San Francisco,
the Federal Security Agency, the Department of Agriculture, the
Treasury Department, the Alien Property Custodian, and others are
working with the WCCA on this task.

The first step in the evacuation process is providing poten—
tial evacuees with information and assistance in closing up their
affairs, A chain of 64 service offices has been established through-
out Area No. 1 at which "teams" of Federal égency representatives are

stationed to provide various services., For example, the U, S,

Employment Service registers evacuees and provides welfare service;

the U. S. Health Service examines and inoculates them; the Federal
Reserve Bank of San Francisco, acting as fiscal agent for the
Treasury Department, assists evacuees in the sale, lease, or manage-

ment of their property; the Farm Security Administration arranges to
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provide new operators for evacuated farms so that a change-over
can be made with minimum loss of agricultural production.

Assembly Centers

As zones to be evacuated are determined, a civil control

station, under Army direction, is established within each zone,

where the head of each evacuee family may report for complete in-
struction on how to arrange for movement, how to prepare his house-
hold goods for storage, and when to be ready for transfer to an
Assembly Center. Civil control stations are conveniently located
throughout the military area.

An Assembly Center is merely a way-station to a war-duration
Relocation Area. It is a temporary collecting place where evacuees
are provided with food, shelter, medical care, and protection while
Relocation Centers are being selected and constructed. Each Assembly
Center is organized and managed by . trained staff, and the rations
are the equivalent of those served in the Aray., Because Assembly
Centers are only temporary residences, not many evacuees can be pro-
vided with jobs while there, although some evacuee personnel does
help to operate the Center's services.

As Assembly Centers are emptied, there will be additional work
for picked crews of evacuees in salvaging the temporary Assembly
Center buildings for later construction of schools and school equip-

ment and other community facilities at the Relocation Centers.
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The War Relocation Authority

The War Relocation Authority was established by President
Roosevelt by Executive Order No. 9102 of March 18, 1942, which
directed this agency to cooperate with the War Department in evacua-
ting, relocating and providing work opportunities for all persons
who are evacuated from military areas.,

Within the Authority was established the War Relocation Work
Corps as a means for organizing and apportioning opportunities for
work and income in the work program at Relocation Areas.

The Executive Order also directed the Departments of War and
Justice to provide necessary protective, police and investigational
services to the Authority.

Relocation Areas

The first and one of the most important operations in resettle-
ment of evacuees is the selection of desirable Relocation Areas. The
lands of the West are plentiful. They are productive —— if water
is available. But water is scarce. Consequently, since its estab-
lishment the War Relocation Authority has had many experts who know
the West's natural resources thoroughly, searching out the most

feasible Relocation Areas,

In the course of this work these men have combed the country

from the border of Military Area No. 1 to the Mississippi River, In
their search they have kept in mind that they are selacting the home
communities for a large number of evacuees for the duration of the

war, Furthermore, certain military considerations must be applied
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to each potential area. In brief, each Relocation Area must meet
the following standards:

1. Work Opportunities

The area must provide work opportunities throughout most of
the year for the population to be relocated there. Such opportunities
may consist of the following classes or combinations of classes of
work:

Public Works —— Such as development of land for irrigation,

conservation of soil resources, flood control operations,

and range improvement.

Agricultural Production —— First, for foodstuffs required

by the relocated community, and second, to aid in the
Food for Freedom Program.

Manufacturing —— Such as the manufacture of goods re-

quiring a great deal of skilled hand labor, including

products needed by relocated communities, and in the

national production program. Some possibilities are

wood products, clothing, ceramics, netting, woven and
knitted materials,

2. Transportation - Power - Land - Water

Each Relocation Area must have transportation and power facili-
ties adequate for the new community; it must have a sufficient acreage

of good quality soil and a dependable supply of water for irrigation.
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The climate must be satisfactory for crops and for people; the
domestic and industrial water supply must be suitable in quality
and quantity.

3. Minimum Population

Each area must be able to support a population of 5,000 per-

sons, The Army cannot provide protective services for communities
of smaller population. Moreover, efficient administration of the
program and the effective development of community services such as
schools, hospitals and fire-control facilities require that communi-
ties be at least this size.
4. Public Land

Each area must be on public land, owned or leased by the
Federal Government, to assure that improvements made at public ex-
pense will become public, not private assets. Any land purchased
for Relocation Areas will remain in public ownership.

5. Military Requirements

Each area must meet certain specifications of the Army. Each
Relocation Area will be a military area, under protection of military

police.







Relocation Centers

After a Relocation Area has been approved jointly by the
Army and the War Relocation Authority, a Relocation Center is
immediately constructed to house the new community.

Had canvas been available for tent cities, it would have
been used. Tents would have been pitched and evacuees would have
gone to work to build their new wartime homes, However, canvas was
not available., So, before evacuees come to Relocation Centers,
group houses are built, streets are laid out, wells are drilled, and
electric power lines are brought in. This construction proceeds
rapidly. Houses for several thousand families have been built in
the matter of several weeks at the Manzanar, California, and the
Parker, Arizona, Relocation Areas,

The initial housing is "basic." That is, the structures are

soundly constructed and provide the minimum essentials for decent

living. As evacuees move in they will have an opportunity to im-

prove their quarters by their own work.

Family Life, Self-Government at Relocation Centers

At Relocation Centers, as at Assembly Centers, families will
be kept together, if they so wish. There is no reason whatever for
interfering with normal family arrangements, and the Authority has
no intention of doing so.

As evacuees settle in the Relocation Centers, it will be up

to them to plan the design of their comminity life within the broad
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basic policies determined by the Authority for over-all administra-

tion of such Centers. They will establish and manage their own

community government, electing their own officials. It will be

largely up to them to maintain a community police force, a fire-
fighting force, recreational facilities, and many other essentials.

Health and Education

Each Relocation Center will have basic hospitals and hospital
equipment in accordance with standards of the U, S. Health Service.
Doctors and nurses from among the settlers will operate the hospitals.
These facilities may be improved as the community sees fit to do so
by its own labor.

Elementary schools and high schools will be maintained by the
Authority, in cooperation with the States and the U. S. Office of

Education.
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The War Relocation Work Corps

The Work Corps is a device for mobilizing the energies,
skills and abilities of employable evacuees to undertake programs
of constructive work on Relocation Areas. It is the purpose of the
Work Corps to assign individuals to the work for which they are
most fitted by training and experience. It will provide additional
training to adapt old skills to new jobs and” to develop new
techniques. It will provide the reservoir of workers from which
personnel for community and administrative services will be

recrui ted at Relocation Centers.

Enlistment in the Corps

Eligibility

All evacuees who are employable and more than 16 years of age,

both men and women, may apply for enlistment in the Work Corps. En-

listment is entirely voluntary.

Obligations of Enlistees

Enlistment gives evacuees an opportunity to demonstrate in a
very concrete way their loyalty and willingness to serve their
country and their community. The enlistee assumes certain definite

obligations:

1. He agrees to serve in the War Helocation Work Corps for

the duration of the war and for 14 days after the end

of the war,
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2. He swears or affirms that he will be loyal to the
United States; that he will faithfully perform all
tasks assigned him by the Authority; that he will
accept in full payment for his services such cash
and other allowances as may be provided by law or
by regulations of the Authority.

Obligations to Enlistees

The War Relocation Authority accepts an obligation to pro-
vide the enlistee with an opportunity to work so that he may earn
a living for himself and his family, and also may contribute to
needed national production of agricultural and industrial goods.
The Authority also accepts an obligation to provide the enlistee
and his family with housing, food, clothing, education, and health
services.

Income for Enlistees

The incomes earned on Relocation Areas by enlistees will
depend to a great extent on the success that relocated communities
have in organizing and operating their various productive enter-

prises. The precise methods of keeping costs, making monthly cash

advances to -enlistees, and computing benefits earned by enlistees,

have not yet been exactly determined. However, it has been
determined that in no event will the maximum monthly cash advances
to enlistees exceed the basic minimum wage of the American scldier —

$21 a month, Cash advances will vary according to the character of
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work performed by enlistees, Furthermore, the amounts to be ad-
vanced monthly may be changed from time to time, especially if the
projects are operating successfully,
Types of Work

There will be work for all able hands 4t Relocation Areas,
The range of work will be such that an enlistee generally will have
the opportunity to continue at the type of work he has been perform-
ing in private life, or if such work is not available, or if he can

better use his capabilities at different types of work, he will be

given an opportunity to undertake training for more useful occupa-

tions.

One of the first jobs for enlistees at Relocation Centers
will be the construction of schools and equipment so that children
may continue their education. Another job will be the construction
of additional hospitals, meeting halls, and general improvement of
buildings and grounds.

It is hi important that agricultural production be s

on each Relocation Area as rapidly as possible. All enlistees with

agricultural experience and all others with experience adaptable to
agricultural work will be employed immediately in preparing land for
cultivation, constructing irrigation canals, and planting, cultivating,
harvesting, and processing of crops., It is hoped that all relocated
commnities will become self-sufficient in food production within

the turn of a season, and that they will be producing additional
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needed crops for the Food for Freedom Program in the very near
future.

The major undertaking at each Relocation Center will be the
manufacture of many kinds of articles needed by the community and
by the Nation. Simple factories utilizing a large amount of hand
labor, simple machinery, and readily available materials will be
established on the relocation projects wherever feasible to turn
out such things as clothing, wood products, ceramics, netting,
woven and knitted materials, and leather goods.

The types of work mentioned above cover only a few of the
broader fields of activity in which the enlistees may be engaged.
The range of types of their employment will be very similar to that

in a normal commnity with an agricultural and industrial base.

There will be much work for clerks, stenographers, machinists,

nurses, reporters, accountants, doctors, lawyers,
Private Employment

Furloughs may be granted for specific periods of time to
enlistees who wish to accept employment opportunities outside
Relocation Areas, under the following conditions:

1, Since the Army cannot provide protective services for
groups or communities of less than 5,000, each State
and local community where enlistees on furlough are to
work must give assurance that they are in a position to

maintain law and order.
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Recruitment will be voluntary and must be handled by

the U. S. Employment Service.

Transpoertation to the place of private employment and

return must be arranged without cost to the Federal
Government.

Employers must of course pay prevailing wages to
enlistees without displacing other labor and must pro-
vide suitable living accommodations.

For the time enlistees are privately employed, they will
pay the Government for expenses incurred in behalf of

their dependents who may remain at Relocation Centers.
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APPROVED RELOCATION AREAS

The following Relocation Areas have been jointly approved
by the War Department and the War Relocation Authority and are
examples of the type of area in which Relocation Centers will be
established. These areas will provide for approximately 60,000
evacuees, An additional number of areas, perhaps 10, are now
being selected to provide for the relocation of an additional

60,000 evacuees,

Manzanar

The Manzanar Relocation Area is located in the Owens Riv’er

Valley in east central California. The Relocation Center at
Manzanar will accommodate a total of 10,000 residents, most of whon
are already relocated there.

The area affords limited opportunities for agricultural develop-
ment, with three or four thousand acres suitable for irrigation. At
present several small work projects are under way on the land, such
as the production of guayule seedlings.

It 18 likely that this Center will depend largely on indus-
trial opportunities and public works to provide useful work for its
population. The equable climate is conducive to outdoor work, and
an early project to be undertaken is the garnishing of camouflage

nets,
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Parker
The Parker Relocation Area is situated on the Colorado River
Indian Reservation in southwestern Arizona, on a tract of land made
available for irrigation by the erection of the Parker Dam. The
area has an excellent potential agricultural base —— some 80,000

acres of raw land that can be developed for production of a variety

of crops. There will be plenty of worthwhile work for everyone.

The bringing of the land into cultivation will require construction
of laterals and ditches, clearing and levelling of the land. Con-
siderable acreage will be made ready immediately for cultivation and
production of subsistence food crops. Then, as a public works
program, additional acreage will be prepared for cultivation.

The Parker Relocation Area is designed to take care of 20,000
evacuees, This population will be divided among three centers, for
which the basic housing is now practically completed. These three
centers are: Number one, 17 miles south of Parker, with a capacity
for 10,000; number two, 20 miles south of Parker, with facilities

for 5,000; and number three, 25 miles south of Parker, capacity 5,000.

Gila
The Gila River Relocation Area is situated on the Pima Indian
Reservation in southern Arizona, about 40 miles frcm Phoenix. The
Relocation Center now being constructed there will accommodate 10,000

evacuees —— divided into two commnities of 5,000 each., There will
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be plentiful opportunities for agriculturazl and public work on
the area. There is also opportunity for private employment.

At present about 7,000 acres of the land on the area are
in alfalfa and in excellent condition to be converted immediately
to vegetables and other specialty crops. An additional 8,000 acres
of raw land can be subjugated for agricultural production, involving
the construction of canals and ditches, and clearing and levelling
the land.

The growing seascn is 270 days, and the climate and soil
are generally favorable for a wide variety of agricultural produc-

tion,

Tulelake
The Tulelake Relocation Area in northern California comprises

30,000 acres of land owned by the Federal Bureau of Reclamation. A

Relocation Center is now being constructed there to house 10,000

evacuees,

Considerable work will have to be done to bring the lend into
intensive cultivation. Water is available.

The climate and scil are favorable for production of potatoes,
field peas, small grains, and some other crops, as demonstrated by
the type of agriculture carried on adjacent to the Relocation Area.
Cther possible work opportunities include the production of forest

products, and the possible establishment of canning or dehydrating

plants,
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Minidoka

The Minidoka Relocation Area in southern Idaho, near Eden,
consists of 17,000 acres owned by the Federal Bureau of Reclamation.
Construction of housing for 10,000 evacuees is now under way.

A constructive public works project will be the lining of
the main canal now serving the region. The canal now loses enormous
quantities of its water through seepage.

The land is suitable for intensive production of sugar beets,
potatoes, beans, onions, and possibly some other crops. Construction
during the first year of the necessary laterals and levelling of the
land should bring about 5,000 acres into production by 1943,

Climatic conditions generally are favorable., There is a

growing season of 138 days and anmual rainfall is 8 to 10 inches,
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PERTINENT FACTS
ABOUT RELOCATION CHENTERS
AND
AMERICANS OF JAPANTSE ANCESTRY

.

CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATTS

#14TH AMENDMENT: "All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject
to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and the State where-
#4in they reside.

‘ "No State shall maks or enforcc eny law which shall abridge the -
{privileses or immnities of citizens of the United Statee; nor shall any State dee«
jprive any person of life, liberty, or property without due process of law, nor deny
{to eny person within its Jjurisdiction the equal protectien of the laws,

>

* ok ok ok x

WHAT THE SUPREME CQURT SAID
“".seshatever power: the War. Relocation. Authority may have %o detain other
1classes of oitizens, it has not authority to subjeot citizens who are concededly
loyal to ils leave proceduressssscssssh citizen who is cencededly loyal presents no
"problem of espionage or sabotage, Loyalty is a matter of the heart and mind and
not of race, coreed or color. He who is loyal is by definition not a spy or a sabo-
iteur. When the power to detain is derived from the power to protect the war effort
against eSﬁlonago and saboteage, detention which has no relationship to the objective
<1s unauthorized," (From the decision of the U,S, Supreme Court in the Mitsuye. Endo
~caso, handed down December 18, 1944. )

do% Wk X

MR. JUSTICE MURPHY
"To infer that examples of individual disloyalty prove group disloyalty and
Jjustify discriminatory aotion against the entire group is to deny that under our
{ system of law individual guilt is the sole basis for deprivation of rights." (From
Justice Murphy's dissenting opinion U,S, Supreme Court opinion in the Fred Korematsu
case, handed down December 18, 1944,)

¥ ok kR

AMERICAN LEGION
| © "If there be any among you who would bring shame and disgrace on the American
{Legion by violating the principles of the Legion by denying to & citizen the rlghts
which are his, then you forfeit your right to be considered a good Legionnaire,"
(From statement issued by Califernia Depertment of the American Legion in support of
Govy Earl Warren's position on the rescission of the order banning all persons of
{Japanese ancestry from the Pacific Coast,)
- (more )
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LEGION HEAD SPEAKS

. "There is no room im the American Legion for racial hatreds or animositieS..eee
The American Legion has gone on record concerning the Japanese removal from coastal
areas because of military necessity, It opposed the return of these Japanese until
the war with Japan was finished but, like every other law-abiding organization, the
American Legion is pledged to serve both God end country and' see that under our
Constitution the rights of every individual citizen is preserved..... (Edward N,
Scheiberling, National Commander of the American Legion, )

¥ %k %k X X

*

CALIFORNIA'S GOVERNOR

"It is the most important function of citizenship as well as government to pro-
tect constitutional rights and to maintain order.....We must cooperate to the ful=-
lest cxtent with the military order and carry out the edict in a loyal manner,"
(Gov. Earl Warren of California,)

% 3 3k %k ok

LABOR (AFL)

"We have laws to take care of any citizens who are disloyal to our country, and
we should not violate our Constitution by denying privileges given by it to any
group, regardless of race, creed or color," (From the AFL Oregon Labor Press, Porte

land, Ore,)

* k % % %
AFL. CONVENTION

M eee e THEREFORE BT IT RWSOLVED: That this - 64th convention of the American
Federation of Labor in session in New Orleans, in reaffirmation of our great tradi-
tion of struggle against intolerance and oppression, strongly condemns the unwar-
ranted ﬁersecution and diserimination against American citizens of Japanese an-
cestry.

* %k %k Xk %
CIO BACKS BAN RESCISSION

Among other unions and union councils who hailed the rcseission of the ban were
the San Diego CIO Council, the National Maritime Union and the International Long-
shoremen and Warehousemen's Unions A spokesman for the latter group said:

"Our brother Americans of Japanese descent have shown their patriotism the
. hard way as evidenced by our members on the battlefronts.s It has been fheir unfor-
tunate lot to have to prove themselves by doing an even better job, on the home
front and on the battlefront, than anybody elses The order is to be welcomed as
proof that America will not accept either the Nazi or Japanese imperialist theories
of superier race."

(more )







3 » Fertinent Facts

LABOR (CI0)

"We insist that all the rights and privileges due the Japanese Americans as
citizenz be religiously adhered to and we shall oppos¢ all attempts to infringe on
these rights.....It would be well for these people who advocate these anti-Christian
and unfmerican ideas to show some of the patriotism exhibited by the Japanese Ameri-
cans fighting for the democracy these people are ignorantly trying to destroy."
(Stanlov sarl, secretary of the Oregon State CIO Council,)

* koK %%
DITAINEZS

Any person of Japanese ancestry, citizen or alien;, whose loyalty is unquestion-
ed is free to relocate to any part of the country he desires. Those whose loyalty
is questioned are detained, oither by order of the Army or Department of Justice,
under individual exclusion order or through incarceration in a Dgpartment of Justice
Campi ; ;

* %k ok %k %
LEGIONNAIRES

Several American Legion posts, including Hollywood Post No., 591 which is com-
posed entirely of World War II veterans, have welcomed Nisei veterans into member-
ship and other posts have offered membership at the end of the war.

* k K % %
SMALL STGMENT

Persons of Japanese ancestry living in the United Stetes in 1940 numbered
126,947, less than one-tenth of one. per cent of the total population of the U, S,
Of that number 112,353 lived on the Pacific Coast, 93,717 in California, 14,565 in
Washington and 4,071 in Oregon,

IN AGRICULTURE

In 1940, prior to evacuation, 45 per cent of the Japanese workers in the thres
West Coast states were empleyed in agriculture., Their agricultural activities in-
cluded the operation, as farm owners, tenants, and managers, of 6,116 farms, con-
sisting of 2%8,074 acres of farm land. These farms represented 2,2 per cent of the
number and valuc of all farms in the three states, only Os4 per cent of all land in
farms and only 145 per cent of all croplands harvested.

S
E CITIZENS
Two-thirds of the pedple of Japanese descent who were evacuated to relocakion

centers were American citizens == 72,000 citizens in all,
"

(more)
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MAJORITY NEVER VISITED JAFAN

Approximately 72 per cent of the American citizens in relocation centers have
never visited Japan,

ok ¥
NOT CONCENTRATION CAMPS
The relocation centers are NOT concentration or internment camps. Residents of
%he centers are NOT internees, They are dislocated people charged with no crime,

but detained temporarily because of the necessities of war,

% %k Xk sk %k

RATIONING RESTRICTIONS

Rolocation center residents are subject to the same ratidning restrictions
which apply to other civilians. Meatless days are observed twice a week, Actual
cost of food has averaged less than 40¢ per person per day,

* % % k %
AMERICAN INSTITUTIONS

Such typically American organizations as the USO, the Red Cross, the PTA, the
Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Camp Fire Girls, YMCA, YWCA and .others are carried over
into relocation centers by the c¢vacuecs,

FIW SEINTOISTS

While half of the alien residents of relocation centers are Buddhists almost
one half of'their American~born childrén belong to various Christian churches, A
survey disclosed that 55 per cent of the centers' populations are Buddhists; 30 per
cent Christian, and 4-10ths of 1 per cent are Shinto., The remaining percentage
declined to state any religious faith, There are Protestant and Catholic churches
in each center,

HOME FRONT ACTIVITITS

{1

mnr

War Bond, Red Cross, War Chest and similar drives are carried on by *residents
of relocation centers. In many cases the certbers have greatly exceeded the estab-
lished quotas, Japanese-American soldiers at Camp Shelby bought $100,000 in war
bonds in two days after the announcement of the execution of American'flycrs in Japans

* %k ok ok 3k

% ANNTTT b
X BOY SCOUTS PR

Stanley Harriﬁ, the National Dircctor of Interracial Activities, Pey Scouts. of
America, statoed: Probably the best Bov Scout work in the sntire country is being
done at Heart Mountain Reclocation Center",

(more)
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; EAST ‘OF THE WEST COAST

Shortly after the crcation of %he War Relocation Authority, the policy was
edtablished of permanently resettling loyal American citizens and law abiding
&iiens outside the Yestern Military area., Since then; more than 33,000 residents
off relocation centers have been resettled into normal American communities, where
their manpower has contributed "to the war effort in dgriculture and industry.

* ok ok Kk ok
CROPS HARVESTED

. Nearly 10,000 residents of Relocation centers volunteered to help harvest the
sugar beet crop in the fall of 1942, They harvested enough beets to produce a
year's sugar allowance for 10,000,000 peoplc., last year more than 5,000 from Re=-
location Centers assisted in harvesting crops throughout the midwest

i * ¥ ok ok K

{

THUEY ALSO SERVE THSIR COUNTRY

j There are approximately 13,000 young men of Japenese ancestry == roughly half
oft them volunteors -- serving in the United States Army, More thaen half of these
are now serving on foreign soil, Nearly half have parents, wives and children, or
other close relatives in relocation centers,

ok ok Kk ¥

{ FIGHTING NISEI
;

( The 100th Infantry 3attalion, composed entirely of Americans of Japanese an=-
cegtry, has fought throughout the Italian cempaign, It is one of the most decorated
un?ts in the United States Army, This unit, made up of a total of 1315 men, has
reQeived the following decorations:

Over 1,000 Furple Hearts 31 Bronze Stars
11 Distinguished Service Crosses 3 Legion of Merit Decorations
{ 44 Silver Stars 1 War Department Unit Citation
' ; for Outstanding Service in Battle

K% ok % g

: : FAMTD COM3AT TEAM

; Slnce June 26, 1944, the 100th Infantry Battalion has been incorporated into °
the 442nd Combat Team, made up entirely of Japanese Americans who received their
traiining at Camp Shelby, Mississippi, The 442nd was orgenized in the spring of
1948 with volunteers from Hawaii and the continental Unitecd States, including ap-
proximetely 1,200 war relocation centers.. The two together now compose a regiment,
complete with engincers and artillery and are fighting on the Italion front. By .
Octpber 1, this new regiment had received 400 Purple Hearts, had liberated 11 towns,
and{ were the first to penetrate ‘into the pivotal city of Pisa, <

-

(more)
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MANY CASUALTIES
As of January 25, 1945, Japanese-American sdrvicemen who entered the Army from
WRA relccation centers had suffered 486 casualties, including 111 killed, 359 woun-
wn 4 s T e s ~ E 2 .
ded and 10 missing in action. The 486 included only those whose next of kin at the
centers had been notified, WRA Director Dillon S. Myer said the actual total of
battle losses among Japanese-Americans is larger than ‘the casualty notices would
indicate since about one-third of the original evacuees have left the relocation
camps and several thousand persons of Japenese descent never were in the center,
* ok ok ok ok
PACIFIC. VICTORIES

Becouse of their knowledge of Japanese language, Nisei soldiers have played
vital and dramatic roles in our succession of victories over the Japanese in the
Pacific theater of operations. ;

MARAUDERS

Fourteen Nisei soldiers are v serving with Merrill's Marauders in Burma,

.

*
NISEI ON SAIPAN

Six Nisei soldiers, four of them from Northern California, werc cited for meri-
torious scrvice in Saipani

*b* % k%
PRUSIDENTIAL CITATION

In presenting the 100th with the Presidential citation on behalf of President
Roosevelt, Lisut, Gen, Mark W, Clark, Commanding the Fifth Army, stated:

action on

"The 100th Infantry RBattalion is cited for outstanding performance of duty in

June 2€ and 27, 1944, in the vicinity of Belvedere and Sassetta, 1t8lyeensn
Assigned the mission of neutralizing a strongly defended German center of resistance,
the battalion maneuvered to a point where a large and determined force of German in-
fantry and field artillery, including self-propelled guns and tanks was encountered..
eeehll three companies went into action, boldly facing murderous fire from all types
of weapons and tanks and at times fighting without artillery support. Doggedly the
members of the 100th Infantry Battalion fought their way into the strongly defended
positionss The stubborn desire of the men to close with a numerioally superior
enemy enabled the 100th Infantry Battalion to destroy completely the right flank
positions of a CGerman army, killing at least 178 Germans, wounding epproximately 20,
capturing 73 and forcing surrender aprroximately of 10 kilometers of ground,.,

"The fortitude and intrepidity displayéd by the officers and men of the 100th
Infantry Battalion reflect the finest traditions of the Army of the United States,"

(more)
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WIS:EY RESCUED "LOST BATTALION"

Clinton B. Conger, United Press Staff Writer with the Seventh Army in France on
November 6 (1944) revorted:

"4 combat unit made up of Japanesc-American fighting men who already had dis-
tinguished themselves in the bitter Italian campaign was disclosed toda" to have led
the drive wﬁ“Jh resulted in the rescue of the "Lost Battalion" behind the German

§ lines in nce o AR

- : ¢

"Phose Japancse-Americans, members of the 442nd Regimental Combat Team, had

been in action in the central area of the Seventhy Army front for only three weeks
when they launched an attack on October 15 through a forest three miles west of
Bruyers where the "Lost Battalion"=-=270 infantrymen of the 36th (Texas) Division===
had been trapped for more than a week, For five days the Texans had been without

i_food until rations and medical supplies were dropped by low=-flying Thunderbo1%s, and
they had all but given up hope when the 44214 ung and ﬂer nerican rrouf;s'broke
through Nazi lines to capture Bruyere and reach the encircled infantrymen."

Onc rescued lisutenent said to Conger later: "After seven days of isolation,
one of our outposts sizhted the first American to reach them=-=Pfec, Mutt Sakumoto=--
the rest of the 442nd behind him. These Japanese-Americans had been hauled from a
rest area to effect the rescue but they secmed as happy over the rescue as our men,
I bet that was the gladdest any Americavq ever were to see some Japs. They came
working through the brush so quiet ! They sure cleancd out the undorgrowth as they
went and boy, oh boy, how those guys can fight 1"

Conger reported that the lieutenant's sentiments were echoed by Germans with
whom the 442nd came in contact during the Ll“htlzg in Italy.

* ok ok k %
BIRTH RATE NOT HIGH

The birth rate of Americans of Japanese ancestry in 1940 was at the same .level
as the birth rate throughout the country. In California, the cehsus shows that the
number of births to Japanese parents dropped from the high of 5,275 in 1921, to
2,220 in 1930 and to 1,479 in 1940, Concerning their birth rate the Tolan Committee's
report says:
% say &
"Contrary %o ”1qrni°t predictions about the reproductive tendencies of the
Americen Japanese, their b'r+h rate during the past decade hac been insufficient to
balance mortality and emigration." ;

* ok

-—

STERL
NO SABOTAGE IN HA™MAII

There was not a single act of sabotage by Hawaiian residents of Japanese ancestry
at the time of the Pearl Harbor attack and all reports to the contrary have been of=-
ficially denied by W. A. Gabrielson, Honolulu chief of police, Colonel Fielder,
assistant chief of staff for military intelligence, Central Pacific area, the late
Secretary of the Navy, Frank C. Knox, Secretary of War Stimson, and Director Hoover
of F.B.I.

(more )







DUAL CITIZENSHIP

st estimate is that not more than 20 per cent of the Japanese-Americans to-
dual citizens, The deecline in dual citizership has been so charp that it has
i dual will be entirely wiped out in another generation,
hip was cstablished only when parents made application within two weeks
£ their children, Iundreds who were thus listed are wearing the United
States Aruy uniform and are fighting for this country,

% ok K %
EDUCATORS SPEAK

"ie don't control, nor do we attempt to control the attitudes of people. When
the Japanssc are roturnsd to the West Coast, those desiring to study at the Univere
sity will bo accepted as students in accordanse with the regulations governing the
aduission of aany students,”! .(Pres, L. Py Siss of the University of Washington on
December 19, 1344,)

"Students of Japancse ancestry who have heen properly certificd by Federal
el

authorities will be receivad by the University (of California) in a friendly and co=-
‘operative mannsr," (Dr. Robert Gordon Sproul, President,)

At a recent conference of State educators, Dr, Walter F, Dexter, State Super=-
intendent of Publiec Instruction, reminded school officials that they are pledged to
support the Constitution and that both the Federal and state constitutions require
them to adnit children of any ancestry to classes,

San Francisco's superintendent of schools, Dr, Curtis Warren, at a later con=-
ference told educators he..ezpscted tolerance from'San Franciscans,

"We judge people by words and deeds and so we must judge the Japanese, It was
not so long ago the West Coast was demanding the Chinese must £0eseThey had lived
here for yosrs, They had become Amoricans in spirit." (Dr. Monroe E, Deutsch, Vice
President of the University of California,)

X sk ok 3k

>TUDENTS, TOO

o |

Students at several West Coast schools have passed resolutions like the one
adopted Ly ths exescutive committec of the University of Califorunia student body which,
by one vots short of making it unanimous, extended a welcome to Japanese-American
studentse The resolution reaffirmed the proposition that "individuals should be
gudged by personal merits,"

* %k ok ok %

AND A NISEI SAID

"I am a Japanese by ancostry and by physieal featurcs; but my heart, mind and
spirit are with America because this is my home, Therc is no love of Japsn in me, no
spiritual, no meatal ties, I can feel a oneness with other Americans of foreipgn an-
cestry--=Gorman, Irish, Swedish, Italian, Chinese, or Greek Americanse=-in saying
that my blood will never flow for the land of my ancestorss" (From "I, T00, AM AN
AMERICAN," writtén by “ivoko Hasai, a senior student at Sequoia High School, Redwood
City, Calif,, who was one of those uprocted by the evacuation order, )

3145 w000







PERTINENT FACTS

ABOUT RELOCATION CENTERS AND JAPANESE-AMERICANS

WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
Washington, D. C.

‘Two-thirds' of the people of Japanese descent housed at relocation
centers are American citizens. :

¥ %k %

There are more than 9, 000 vounz men of Japanese ancestry =- roughly
half of them voluhteers -- serving in the United States Army.

* R ok

The first Japanese Imperial Amy soldier taken prisoner by our forces
was captured by an American soldier of Japanese descent the day of the
Pearl Harbor attack,

* %k ¥

Three Americen soldiers of Japanese ancestry have been decorated for
bravery in action.

* ok %X

The reloceation centers are NOT concentration or internment camps.
Residents of the centers are NOT internees.

* k¥

People from the relocation centers who have been resettled in private
employment are NOT varoled. They are free men and women Wi th no stigma
on their records.,

Relocation center residents are subject to the seame retioning re-
strictions which apply to other civilians. Meatless days are observed
twice a week,

* ok ok

Renorts of sabotere by Japanese residents of Hawaii at the time of
the Pearl Harbor attack have been officially denied by the Honolulu chief
of police, the president of the Honolulu Chamber of Commerce, Secretaries
Knox and Stlmson and Director Hoover of the FBI.

¥ %k ¥







Nearly 10,000 residents of relocation centers volunteered to help
harvest the sugar beet .crop in the fall of 1942. They harvested enough
bests to produce a year's suger allowance for 10,000,000 peoples

¥ ¥ ¥

Red Cross ouotas were exceeded in all of the relocation centers in
the recent drive.

* % %k

Postoffices at all of the relocation centers have been selling war
bonds and stamps to residents.

* ok x

Japanese-Americen soldiars at Camp Shélb& bought $IOO;OOO in war
bonds in two days after the announcement of the execution of American
fliers in Japan.

* ¥k ¥k

Aporoximately 72 percent of the American citizems in relocation
centers have never sven visited Japan.,
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AUTPRICAIIS OF JAPAITESE

A AMTO
STATES

"All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and

Jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and thd

th 8 reslde,

"Wo State shall malte or enforce any law which shall ebridge
or 1mmu“'t1\° 31 citizens ﬁf the United St atﬂs' nor shall any
i i property withoub-duo.procaoss of
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Tio=thirds of the people of Japanese descent who were evacuated to re=
”
o

location centers were Americans citlizens == 72,000 citizens in #ll,

oximately 72 per cent of the Americen citizens in relocation cen-
never visited Japan,

1terncus.
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Relocation center rosidents are subjeet to the samc rationing restrice
tions vhich apply to otheor civilians., liecatloss days arc observed twice a
weck, . Actuel cost of food has averaged leoss than 40¢ per person per day.

’

Such typically American organizations the USO, "the Red Cross, the
the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, Coamp Fire Gi YICA, YWCA and others are
3 3 5 3

ricd over into rclocation centors by the
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1c half of the alien residents of rclocation centers arc Duddhists
almost onc half of their Amorican-born childron belong to various Christian
chirches. A survey discloses that 50 per cont of tho conters' populations
ars Buddhists, 30 por cont Christien, and 4-10ths of 1 per cent arc Shinto.
Tho remaining porcontege declined to stote any roliglous faithe There aro
Protcstent and Catholic churchos in cach centor.

Rod <ross, War Cho wnd similar drives arc carricd on by

ocatioh centers. n many cascs the ccntors have grooatly
cxecoded the ostablishod quotass spenosc-Amorican #oldicrs at Comp Shelby
}ourdt $100,000 in war bonds in two days afto c arnounccmont of tho ¢x-
ccution of Amcrican flycrs in Jopan,

3Gal ho Notional Dircotar »f Ihtorracial Activities, Boy
Scouts of America, stc®ods “Probably the best Boy Scout work in the cntire
country i cing donc ot Hoart lMowntain Rolocation Contor"

Shortly aftor thu crcation of tho Yiar Rulocation Authority, tho policy
wes ostablishod of purmonontly resottling loyel Amoricon eitizons and law
Widing alicons outside the Westorn MNilitery orcc, Sinco thon, morc than
) heve been resottled into normal Amor-
has contrlbubod to the war cffort in

53,000 rosidonts of rslocotion contors
tn communitics, whors tholr manpowor
wgriculturc and industri,

Tearly 10,000 rosidchts of ...location centers volunteored to 1‘1p
horvost the sugor boevt eton in the fall of 1942, Thoy harvested cnough bects
To praguoe & ysar'!s sugar ‘ fence for 10,000,000 peoplcs Lost ycar more
than b,000 from Rulocetion Contu \ssisted in harvesting erops throughout
tho midwrista

Pk

Thors are eoproximetuly 13,000 young men of Japancsce ancostry -
roughly helf of thum voluntucrs == surving in tho Unitced States Army. Lior
then half of thosc ore now sorving on foroign soily Neerly half heave paronts,
wives end ehildren, or other clossc rolabtivos in rolocation eonters,

100th Infontry Battalion, composcd ontircly of Amoricons
has fought throughout th: Italion compoigne It is ono
od units in the Unitod Stateos Army. This unit, medo

: A

as rcocived the following dccorctions:

Ovor 1,000 Purplo Hearts 31 Bronzc Stars
11 Distinguishcd Sorviec Crossos 3 Legion of lorit Docorations
424 Silvoer Stors 1 Var Depertmont Unit Citation

for Outstending S~rvicc in Battle







-—3-

Since June 26, 1944, the 100th Infantry Battalion has been incorporater
jnto the 442nd Combat Team, made up entirely of Japanese A mericans vho
received their training at Campy Shelby, Mississippis The 442n¢ vias organized
in the spring of 1943 with volunteers from Hawaii and the continent%al United
States, including approximately 1,200 war relocation centers. The two
together now compose a regiment, complete with engineers and artillery and
arc fighting on the Italian front, By October 1, this new cginent had received
400 Purplec Hearts, had liberated 11 towms, and were the first to pencotratec into
the pivotal city of Pisa .

As of Novouwber 22, 1944, Japancse=imorican servicemen who ontered thoe Lrny
from TRA relocation centors had sufferecd 280 casualties, including 75 killed,
198 wounded and scven missing in actione The 280 included only thosc whosc noxt
of kin at the contors had boon notificds ¥RA Director Dillon S Miyor said the
actual . total of battle losscs emong Japancso=-Americons is larger than tho casualty
noticos would indicatc sincoc about oncethird of the original cvacuccs have loft
the rclocation canps and soveral thousand persons of Japancse descont mever vere
in the contore

Becousc of their lmowledge of Japancsc language, Nisci soldicrs hove playcd
vital ond drometic roles in our succession of victorics ovor tho Jeponcsc in the
Pacific theator of cpcrationse

% %k % ¥ %
Fourtoon Nisci soldicrs arc now sorving vith Merrill's Marauders in Burma.

* % % % ok

Six Nisci soldicrs, four of them fron Northorn salifornia,
S

neritorious sorvice in Saipon.
In prosonting the 100th with the Prosidenticl citation on bechelf. of
Prosidon® Rooscvelt, Liout. Gone Mark We Clark, Commanding the Fifth srmy,

statods

" Tho 100th Infontry Battolion is cited for outstonding performonce of duty
in nction on Junc 26 and 2 7, 1944, in tho vieinity of Belvedere and Sassotta,
Itolyeese Assignod the mission of noutralizing a strongly dofonded German contoer of
resistance, the battalion mancuvorod to o point whore a large ond
forcc of Goracn infontry and £iold ardillery, including sclfepropcllci guns and
tonks was cncountorcdseesAll throo companics wont ing. action, boldly focing aurdore
ous firc fron all typos of weapons and tonks and. ot timecs fighting without artille
cry supporte Doggodly the nombors of the 100th Infontry Battalion fought their
woy into the strongly deofo 1 positions, The stubborn. desiro of the ncn tc closo
with o nwacrieally supcrior cnomy cnobled tho 100th Infantry Battalion to destroy
complotcly the right flank positions of o Gorman .aray, killing ot least 178
Gernons, wounding approxinatcly 20, capturing 73 and forecing surrcnder Opproxs
imatcly of 10 kilonotors of groundses

Uhe Portitude aud intropidity displayed by thce officers and no: of the
100th Infantry Bettolion rofloct the findst traditions of the Arny of the United
Statos," il







Clintorn Be Coneur, Unitod Pross Staff Writor with tho Sceventh Army in
France on liovembor 6 (1944) roported:

. "X ecombat .unit mado up of Jopancso-American f1g1t1 18 mon who clrfﬁd"
hod distinguishced thomsclveos in the bittor Ttalian campaign was discloscd toe
day to have locd the drive which resulted in the roscuc of the "Lost u&‘tulloﬂ
bchind tho Gormon lincs in Fronce.

"Those Japancsc-Americans, mombers of the 442nd Regimental Combat

Toam, had boon in action in tho centrel croo-of tho Scovonth Army front for
only Ehr:u wocks when they launched an attack eoxl October 15 through a forcst
throc milos west of Bruyors whorc the "Lost Battalion"e--270 infantrymen of
the 38th (Toxas) Division=+=had boon trappod for morec thon o wocks For five
deys’ tho Toxoms h bocn wi thout food until rations ard modical supplios were
droppod by low=flying Thundurbolts, and they had all but given up po whon
tho 442rd uni nd othor Amoricen groups broke through Mo j

5] - ! o o i P g SR ok n
Bruverce and ach tho cncirclod infantrvinons

Intilon, ono ( outposts sighted the first Amo an to rcach thom--=Pfc,
Iutt Sclrumoto==~tho rost of > 44 chind him hose ancso=-Amcricans
hod Bocr heuled' froin' & rost arasa Yo off: roscus: bu thov scomod s haony
ovor tho roscus gs MoN e bot G c g lost any Amcricons gvor
T“*y C Wi vL'gg \roug ho 1 h so quiot} Thoy
' boy, how thosc guys

licutorant's sontimon viorc aochood by Gormons

in, contact dvrirg tho il:ntlng iniltely.

The "birth ratd ofAmaricens lelsie ”nc;:try lhs
gamc loval as tho birth rats through ) F
sus ghows that tho nunber of births f fotihalelsle phrvnts dropp2
of 5,u7w She SR i e o 220 dn K230 ehd 9 in 1940, Coneorning
birth

armist pro dwcu ons about tho T 1C ¢ tondencics of

can Joponoso, thoiy birth rato duvirj f ! ccade has beon
nt to balanco mortality and cmigratio

- .
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’-. A. (: \bris Lm.., Honolulu chief of
of stoff for military intelligenco,
01'tn Havy, Frank C, Knox, Scerotary
eBele







EVIDENCES THAT JAPANESE-AMERICANS IN RELOCATION
CENTERS ARE CONTINUING IN THE AMERICAN WAY,

CENTERS SWELL "MARCH OF DIMES" FUNDS.

Solicitation of funds for the infantile paralysis campaign was under way
in all centers in January. Various forms of entertainment were devised to raise
funds for contribution to the "March of Dimes" feature of the cempaign. Dances
and balls celebrating the birthday of President Roosevelt were in evidence on all

projects.

Other features were poster and essay contests in all the schools and by
Girl Reserves, Young Buddhists Associations, Girls Athletic Associations, Girl
Scouts, Boy Scouts and other organizations.

GRANADA RELOCATION CENTER (COLORADO)

Future Farmers of America at Granasda produced 1,693 tons of farm products
during past season; evacuee boys set production record equal to almost any school

of FFA.

Four Japanese-American boys are listed among the 45 young people awarded’
certificates of merit by the Greeley, Colorado, Chamber of Commerce for their
outstanding work in the Future Farmers of America and 4-H Club activities.
Greeley (Colo.) Journal, 3/3/ik,

MINIDOKA (IDAHO) RELOCATION CENTER

...in addition to the $1,000 turned in by the Japanese-American residents
of the Hunt Center in the recent War Fund drive, many find donations were received
from folks of the same nationality living outside of Hunt., Jerome, Idaho, North-
pide News, 12/2/i3,

ROHWER (ARKANSAS) RELOCATION CENTER

National Honor Society members at Rohwer High School gerve ag sponsors for
three week war bond drive which netted $3,506, the cost of three jeeps., Arkansas
Gazette, 12/13/43,

HEART MOUNTAIN (WYOMING) RELOCATION CENTER

The Heart Mountein Boy Scout Organization will hold its fourth district
Court of Honor 7:00 p.m, Friday at the high school auditorium. An informsl
agsembly will precede the ceremony, featuring songs and yells lead by Jimmie
Akiya, Scoutmagter, and a concert by the drum and bugle corps.

Troops, parents of the scouts and special guests will be present., Meri-
torious badges will be awarded to second, first and star class scouts. Heart
Mountain Sentinel, 1/20/LlL,
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POLICIES OF THE WAR RELOCATION
AUTHORITY GOVERNING INDEFINITE LEAVE

In accordance with the directives in the Presidential Executive
Order which created the agency, the War Relocation Authority has developed
procedures which are aimed at bringing about the relocation into normal
commmnities of the largest possible number of the evacuated people con-
stent with the national security.

Any resident of a relocation center may apply for permission to
ve the center. Permission is granted only if the following conditions
met:

There is nothing in the record of the person to
indicate that he would be dangerous to society or
to the national security.

He has a place to go and mes..y of supporting him-
gelf,

There is evidence that his presence in the community
to which he proposes to go would not cause a dis-
turbance.

The evacu

1€ grees | ceep the War Relocation Authority
informed o 1

1 times.,

e
€
i =] C 3 o
i 8 g au &

ar Relocation Authority has basic records on every evacuee 17
e and over who is eligible for consideration for leave., These
records provide information on the evacuee's educatio affiliations,

years of ag

foreign travel, employment, religion, and t in ad-
aition to his own statement or : matter of allegiance to the United
tates. These. records are carefully checked when the evacuee applies for
vermit to leave. If there is any question about the desirability of
ranting the permit, the records, if any, of the Federal Bureau of In-
est gdtlon and other intelligence agencies are secured before a determine-
is made.

Leave permits are not being issued to persons who have applied for
riation or expatriation to Jepan, those who have not pledged un-:
loyalty to the United States, or any others whose records
eagon to question the advisability of their living outeide the
‘ters in normal communities during the war., Provigion is made when
equeated for review of cases in which leave permits are denied. This
is regarded as being necegsary in fairness to those who may, because of
migtekes, misinformation, misunderstanding or because of pressure from

family or associations, have given negative or qualified answers on ques-
tions of loyalty.







The leave procedures of the War Relocation Authority were
checked with the Department of Justice and with the War Department
before they were instituted.

It is the policy of the agency to consider cach individual case
carefully, and if there is reason to believe an evacuee would endanger

D,

national safety if released, no leave permit is granted.

The leave regulations of the War Relocation Authority apply only
to persons of Japanese ancestry who were living in California, a coastal
area in Oregon and Washington, and the southern third of Arizona on a
certain date in the spring of 1942, Only these persons of Japanese
ancestry were evacuated and subsequently provided emergency places of
regidence in relocation centers. Some 20,000 persons of Japanese
ancestry were living in other parts of the United States in the spring
of 1942 and have never been in relocation centers. Japanese aliens,
like other aliens of enemy nationslity, considered to be of potential
danger to internal seccurity, are apprehended by the Depertment of Justice
and confined in internment camps which are not under the Jjurisdiction
of the War Relocation Authority.







Grandfather and grandchild awaiting evacuation bus. The grandfather conducted a dyeing and
cleaning business. The family unit is preserved during evacuation and at War Relocation Authority
centers where evacuees of Japanese ancestry were housed for the emergency.

PUBLISHED BY WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
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“CHALLENGE TO DEMOCRACY”
In Color and Sound

16 Millimeter Film

What has become of the 110,000 Japanese-American citizens and

Japanese aliens who formerly lived on the Pacific Coast?

Some are waiting out the war and war hysteria in eight centers of the
War Relocation Authority. Many thousands more are relocating in other
parts of the United States.

The WRA has prepared a color and sound film of their story — the
largest mass hegira in history — giving many cross sections of the evac-
uation from the West Coast, settling in camps, readjustment of lives of
men, women and children, relocation in other sections of the country
and the training of Japanese-American soldiers, many of whom have

already given their lives for our country.

This film is available to any group of 50 or more persons, clubs,

church groups, fraternal, business and labor organizations.

The running time of the film is 17 minutes, and has a sound commen-

tary explaining the various phases of the “Challenge to Democracy.”

There is no charge for this feature. In some cases a sound projector

with operator will be available. Because of the limited number of co pies

of the film, we would appreciate several tentative dates being fur-

nished us.

If your organization is interested, write for this film to

ROBERT B. COZZENS, Assistant Director
Department of the Interior - War Relocation Authority

227 Sheldon Building, San Francisco 5, California







DID YOU KNOW THAT .. ..

Nearly 12,000 Americans of Japanese an-
cestry are in the armed forces of the United

States?

Out of the 1400 Japanese-Americans in
the 100th Battalion in Italy, 900 have been
awarded the Purple Heart honor for being
wounded in battle; 36 have been honored
with the Silver Star; 21 have won Bronze
Stars; three wear the Distinguished Service
Cross? according to an Associated Press

dispatch from the front.

One Relocation Center has a Japanese-
American War Mothers Club of 155 moth-
ers whose sons are in the service and that
one of these mothers has five sons in United
States Army uniforms? At some camps

Centerville, Calif., 1942—This girl, who worked as

a strawberry picker on an Alameda County farm, American Legionnaires of World War 1
awaits evacuation bus to take her to an assembly

center. hold regular meetings?

More than 24,000 Japanese-Americans have been resettled in other states of the

Union?

“The principle on which this country was founded and by which it has always been
governed is that Americanism is a matter of the mind and heart; Americanism is not,
and never was, a matter of race or ancestry.”—President Franklin D. Roosevelt, Feb-
ruary 1, 1943, in endorsing the formation of the combat team of Americans of

Japanese ancestry.







Hayward, Calif., 1942—With baggage on sidewalks, evacuees of Japanese ancestry awaited transpor-
tation from their homes to assembly centers.

STREET SCENE — HAYWARD, CALIFORNIA
MAY 8, 1942

Following the attack on Pearl Harbor, the Secretary of War, after consultation with

| &9, ¢

the commanding General of the Western Defense Command, as well as other offi-

cials and agencies of the Government, authorized the evacuation of citizens and aliens
he objective was to evacuate the

of Japanese descent from the West Coast areas. T
entire Japanese population from the sensitive and threatened military area. It was a
precautionary measure and carried no implications of individual disloyalty.







SECRETARY OF WAR STIMSON ON DEPORTING
JAPANESE AMERICANS

Seattle, Washington
June 9, 1943

E B MACNAUGHTON, PRESIDINT
THE FIRST' NATIONAL BANK OF PORTLAND
PORTIAND, OREGON

I 'IXW YOUR TELTGRAL OF JUNE 8TH IN WHICH YOU REFER TO A PRCPOSAL TO

MEMORIALIZE CONGRISS IN FAVOR OF DEPORTAT ION OF ALY JAPANESE AMERICANS °
IRRESPECTIVE OF CITIZENSHIP, THE WAR DEPARTMINT HAS RECOGITIZED THE
LOYALTY OF MANY JAP.NESE .ITERICANS AMD EHAS IMCORPOR\TED A SUBSTANTIL
NUIBE: OF JAPANESE AERICAN VOLUNTEERS IN THE _RMY. THE RECORD OF
JAPANESE AMERICAN UNITS IN THS ARMY HAS BUCN DXCELLINT INDEED, A CERTAIN
NUMBER HVE uuUDT"“LBD.SERVICE AGAINST THE J\PANESE EMPIRE FOR "HICH THEY
H\VE BESH DECOR.TED. I FESL THAT ANY PROPOSITION TO DEPORT ..LL JAPLANESE
AMERICANS IRRESPECTIVE OF CITIZENSHIP CR 1OYALTY VOULD NOT ONLY BE
IN,.PPROPRIATE BUT CONTRARY TO OUR EXPERIENCE LND TRADIT I0N AS .5 NAT ION e
DEPORTATION OF DISLOYAL BLEMENT IS OF COURSE DESIRABLE BUT THE W.R g
TPARTITHNT DOES NOT BRLIEVE THAT .“NY SUCH SVEBEPING PROPOSAL AS YOU REFER

70 IS JUSTIFIED IN MILITARY CONSIDERATIONS.,
(FIIED WASHINGTON D C JUNE 9)

"tenry L. Stimson
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War Denartment Disagrees with Resolution
Passed by San Diego Poard of Supervisors
(as reported in the San Diego Union)

Taking sharp issue with the county supervisors for their recent
ion in adopting a resolution urging that Japanese be kept in relocation
s until victory, the war deportment yostorday disclosed its views
letter received by the Sunervisors and signed by Col. William P.
obey, a gemeral staff executive, The letter said:

"The Seorctary of War is in roceipt of your letter of May 12 trans=-
mitting a copy of a resolution adoptod by the San Dicgo board of super=

visnrs on the subject of Japcnese in .imericao.

Citus Cogt of Contirs

ttm

Tho Vlar Department docs not subseribe to the view statod in l
resolution. The Tar Departmont feels that retention of 100,000 peopl

rclocation conters at-the expensc of the government in timc of war is
not only unjust to those who can cstdblish their loyalty but it is an
UNNCCOSSary exXponscs

"The War Depertment poliey in this matter is to mdke a determination
of those who are loyal and rcleasc thom from the centers to be cmployed
in gainful occupcations in support of the war cffort or scrve in the army,
Also the war deomnrtment is in accord with the view that all disloyal.or
suspccted disloyal Japereso, whothor eitizons or alicns, should be rctained
under closc suporvision and denicd the privileges that arc given to loyal
pcoplc.

Citcs FDR Stand

"PThis policy is in accord tith cxprossions of the proesident, the
rccommendations made by Scn, Chandlor, chairman of the schate sub=committoo
for military affeirs, and it appoars to bc in accord with democratic
american viows.

"To condemn the Japanosc in this country as a whole for thc actions
of the Jopancse militarists does not scom to be just or oppropriatc.
Undoubtedly you arc awarc that the War Department and the army have the
rosponsibility of protccting the west const as well as all othor coasts,
and it docs not pronosc to rclax any of tho rostrictions vh ich jeopardizc
this socuritye.

Hold Privilogoes

"Howover it must bo rocognized that United Statcs soldiers of
Japancsc ’&trﬁCulO“ who havce beon taken into the army have the rights of
soldicrs and they have the ~uthority to visit on thc west coaste Tho
privileges TifGFQGd thecsc soldicrs must be respocted.”







The Christmas Committee wants to share with you some of the
responses which have come from various relocation centers. Please
f see that this sheet reaches your interested groups.

From Heart Mountain, Wyoming:

"All of us were looking toward a lonely Christmas this year but when Mrs. Watanabe
brought us these lovely gifts it made us happy with tears."

/

"The Christmas Spirit really means something in times like these. Giving a gift to
someone you know is commonplace; giving to someone you don't know is from the
spirit of giving; a real Christmas Spirit of eharing with others. It's something
that really brings a lump in the throat; I know that you gust know what I mean,
and I mean it from the heart.

"Another thing is the fact that reading the newspapers and reading articles by jing-
oists makes us feel very sad. It makes us feel as if we were without friends on
the outsides It's a very lonesome feeling. We look on all sides of us and see
barbed wire fenceesses I know you can gppreciate our feelings. Yet, we are try-
ing to keep up our morale. When something 1like you and your friends have done
comes s0 close to home, it does something to us. It bucks us upe It makes us say
we have friends we don't know about and have never seen, yet they are thinking of
uge When I read your letter telling me about the truck going to Gila River with
those packages my mother had tears in her eyes."

From McGehee, Arkansag:

"I cannot write how much we appreciated the presents and to know some people
thought about use"

"From the bottom of our hearts we thank you for thinking of us on this beautiful

Christmas Daye We couldn't begin to tell how deeply we felt when we received the
nice packages."

From Rivers, Arizona:

"With Christmas now a very pleasant memory, I want to thank you all. I know you
will understand when I say thank you from the bottom of my heart. Our people are
grateful for the kindness of all those friends back home."

"It's a very wonderful feeling to know that we have so many friends on the outside
who are concerned with our welfare. We believe that the receipt of the gifts
bolstered the morale of the people more than anything else in that it not only
meant joy to our children, but that it was a sign that we still have many friends
back home."

"I want to thank you all, but a thank you put down like this seems so inane and
inadequates This that you have done has struck deep into our hearts and I know
that we shall try our hardest to deserve the trust and friendship which you have so
generously given.!

"Through the generosity and kindness of our many Caucasian friends of Pasadena and
vicinity, we were able to have a very joyous Yuletide party, I wish you could
have seen the happiness on the hundreds of children's faces Christmas Eve at our
block party, The Mess Hall where it was held was gayly decorated with crepe paper
streamers, lighted tree and wreaths made of desert greens. After refreshments,
the gifts wrapped in colorful paper and ribbons were distributed to the children
under fifteen by Santa (block councilman). Some of the younger ones were sleeping
in their mothers' arms, but were wide awake when Santa started calling the namess

I am sure this Christmas will never be forgotten by the hundreds of children whose
dreams came true and who were not forgotten by their Pasadena friends."

THE CHRISTMAS COMMITTEE
1360 West Colorado Ste,

SYCAMORE R2- 4387
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The CIO NEWS, May 21, 1945

Helping to win the war by working on the production front is Shiro Ebihara, CIO

United Auto Worker employed in a Cleveland plant, where his employer says he is
one of the most valuable men. His son, Henry, pictured below, was the first Japanese
alien to enlist in the U. S. Army, after the ban was lifted.

Born in Tokyo, Henry Ebihara, right, of Cleveland, wrote President Roosevelt: “I

only ask that I be given a chance to fight.” Under a War Dept. ruling lifting the
enlistment ‘ban against Japanese aliens, Ebihara, a CIO Auto Worker, was the first of
this group in this country to enlist in the U. S. Army. With him is Roy Shiba, also a
Cl0 Auto Worker, second to enlist. Shiba also lived in Cleveland.

As living proof of its policy of welcoming back Nisei, the
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as a secretary Miss Alice Takeuchi.

California €10 Council at San Francisco has employed
She returned to San
Francisco from Columbus, Ohio, where she had lived for a
time following her release from the Jerome, Ark., reloca-
tion center. Council executive committee condemned “those
who are attempting to split the American people by arousing
racial prejudice for their own partisan ends.”

Sgt. Karl G. Yoneda, member of
the CIO Longshoremen’s and
Warehousemen’s Union, is believed
to be the first Nisei soldier of this
war to become a member of the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars.

By FRED ROSS

N Placer County, California, a jury acquitted three men
charged with planting a dynamite bomb on the farm of
Sumio Doi. Sumio Doi was a loyal American of Japanese
descent. He has just returned from a relocation center, hav-
ing been given a clean bill of health by the Army. This ac-
tion on the part of the jury climaxed a wave of terror and
intolerance on the West Coast conducted by hoodlums
against Japanese-Americans (Nisei) seeking to return to
their homes.

Nisei is an American of Japanese descent. So grave has
the situation become that last Monday Secretary of Interior
Ickes issued a statement calling attention to 24 acts against
the Nisei, including 15 attempted shootings, one attempted
dynamiting, three cases of arson and 5 threatening visits.
Since then and before the CIO News went to press an at-
tempted shooting and a threatening visit were reported.

In striking contrast with this attitude of intolerance to-
ward a minority group is the welcome accorded the loyal
Nisei by the California CIO Council and CIO unions through-
out the country which have aided them in getting jobs and
in again taking up the thread of community life.

This story tells how some of the unions have helped}
and also tells about the war record of this minority group
on the home front, and their bravery on the war front.

Tom Nakamura heaved a sigh of relief.

The future looked brighter. Laid off because of a pro-
duction cutback at the Aluminum Alloy Co., he had just
been told by the personnel manager of the Palmer Bee plant,
a Detroit concern making much needed radar equipment for
the Navy, to report for work on the night shift at 7 p. m.

The Internal Security Division of the Army had ap-
proved placement of Tom on the new job.

He had hardly been at his bench before he heard some
of the other workers discussing him..

“Why do we have to work with that Jap b = = = = = = - Qe
one of them said.

“We're at war with them, aren’t we?” another put in.

Vainly did a calmer member of the group try to impress
on his fellow workers that Tom was a loyal American, who
had been approved by the Army for work in the plant, and
that other Nisei were dying for the United States.

The argument ended when one of the group said: “What

Imagine the surprise of these German storm troopers when upon surrendering after a deadly exchange of fire in the Orciano area in Ttaly
to find that their captors were Japanese Americans. These Yanks were members of the 100th Infantry Battalion, consisting of Nisel,
which won a Presidential citation for “outstanding duty in action” during the Italian campaign. “The fortitude and intrepidity displayed by
the officers and men of the 100th Infantry Battalion reflect the finest traditions of the Army of the United States,” the citation declared.
Gen. Mark W. Clark, Fifth Army commander, himself présented the Presidential citation to the battalien.
442nd Combat Team, also composed of Nisei, helped the 100th Battalion and acquitted itself proudiy.
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are we waiting for? You cream puffs stay. I’'m blowing.”

With that he walked from the plant. He was followed
by 13 others.

But Tom stuck, staying on the job until the 7 a. m.
whistle blew.

The CIO Steelworkers which holds a contract at
Palmer Bee backed the company when it told the 14 that
Tom would be retained and that they would be fired if
they did not return to work. Then the union told the
men they would be expelled if they faited to return to
the plant.

Three men returned the next evening and apologized to
Tom, and the following night the entire 14 were back on
the job.

This is one of the many cases of CIO cooperation with
the War Relocation Authority, the agency charged with re-
location of the Nisel.

The action of the Steelworkers was in keeping with the
CIO policy of non-discrimination against workers because
of race, color or creed.

Well aware of the problem, the California CIO execu-
tive council early this year 'in a resolution condemned “those
who are attempting to split the American people by arous-
ing racial prejudices for their own partisan ends.

The resolution also called on State and local offi-
cials and the people “to cooperate with the War Dept.
in order to assist in the readjustment of these loyal
Japanese Americans to our community life.”

The San Francisco, Los Angeles, Alameda and Sac-
ramento CIO Councils have all publicly supported the
return of the evacuees.

The San Francisco CIO Council has employed Alice
Takeuchi, evacuee from the Jerome, Ark., Relocation Cen-
ter. Yuki Kato, another evacuee, is employed in the St.
Louis, Mo., office of the CIO Retail, Wholesale and Depart-
ment Store Employes.

CIO locals and their officials in California and through-
out the country have also championed the cause of the Nisei.

oPres. R. J. Thomas of the CIO Auto Workers has urged
fair play and the right to jobs for loyal Nisei in a letter to
all regional directors, international presidents and local
union officers.

The sound sense of the attitude of the CIO unions is

In some of the action in Italy the

fortified by the war record of their own members—both Jap-
anese aliens and Nisei.

The f}rst Japanese aliens to velunteer for the Army
when a ban against their enlistment was lifted by the War
Dept. were Hank Ebihara and Roy Shiba, two CIO Auto
Workers from Cleveland.

Ebihara comes from an all-union family. His father,
Shiro Ebinara. works as a machine tool operator in a vital
war plant at Cleveland, where Hank was employed prior to
enlistment, and like his son is a member of the Auto Work-
ers.

A sister, Amy, works in a textile plant and has been ac-
tive in the CIO Amalgamated Clothing Workers. A younger
sister, Fumi, employed in a lens grinding factory, belongs
to the CIO Electrical, Radio and Machine Workers.

A member of Local 10, CIO Longshoremen’s and Ware-
housemen’s Union, and a former vice-president of the Alas-
ka Cannery Workers, Sgt. Karl G. Yoneda, one of Merrill's
Marauders is believed to be the first Nisei of this war elect-
ed to the Veterans of Foreign Wars.

While in the China-Burma-India theater, Yoneda was
elected to Howard A. Sperry Post 3570, San Francisco, an
all-labor post.

Further evidence of the Nisei's fighting loyalty is fur-
nished by the exploits of the 100th Infantry Battalion, which
participated in the landing at Salerno.

The battalion made four drives across the Voltuno
River, aided in the capture of the bitterly-contested Cassino,
took an active part in the march on Rome, spearheaded the
attack on the important seaport of Liverno in the campaign
to expel the Nazis from the upper ranges of the Italian
Peninsula. The 442nd Cembat Team, also a Nisei unit, par-
ticipated with the 100th Battalion in some of this action.

For ‘outstanding performance of duty in action” at
Belvedere and Sasseta, Gen. Mark W. Clark, Fifth Army
commander, awarded the Presidential citation to the 100th
Battalion.

“The fortitude and intrepidity displayed by the
officers and men of the 100th Infantry Battalion reflect
the finest traditions of the Army of the United States,”
the citation declared.
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