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HONORABLE FRANCIS BIDDLE

ATTORNEY GENERAL

I AM CONVINCED THAT OUR PEOPLE ON THIS COAST DEMAND
THOROUGH ACTION FOR PROTECTION AGAINST POSSIBLE ALIEN
ACTIVITY PARTICULARLY BY JAPANESE RESIDING ON COAST. | DO
NOT BELIEVE MEASURES NOW BEING TAKEN ARE ADEQUATE AND URGE
FURTHER AND PROMPT ACTION TO REMOVE THKXXX THIS MENACE AND
RECO_END NTEPNMENT* WE WANT NO REPETITION OF HONOLULU
EXPERIENCE HERE. RECOMMEND YOUR AGENTS CONFER WITH MILITAR®
AND POL CE AUTHOR T ES TO PLAN POSIT VE PROTECT ON FOR

11mBECENI <FREATMENT OYyiAINNESE

CHARLES A SPRAGYE GOVERNOR.N/N Mrs }
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OCTOBER 16
SALEM, OREGON

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES
WASHINGTON, D. C.

LK)RE THANT 200,000 TONS OF SUGAR BEETS IN EASTERN OREGON AND YFESTERN IDAHO
WILL BE LOST UNLESS ADDITIONAL HELP CM BE SECURED DURING THE COMING FOUR
WEEKS. IN THE MEANTIME, THE GREATEST MOUNT OF IDLE LABOR IN ALL THE 1-EST
EXISTS WITHIK A DAI>S RIDE OF FIEIDS WHERE LABOR IS NEEDED. THIS 1ABOR IS
TO BE FOUND IN THE WRA CAMPS FOR JAPANESE EVACUEES FROM WHICH EFFORTS TO
OBTAIN VOLUNTARY RECRUITIIENT HAVE BEEN A DISML FAILURE. FROM ONE CAMP NEAR
TULE LAKE, CALIFORNIA, ONLY 8,000 OF THE 15,000 OR MORE JAPANESE HAVE ACCEPTED
EMPLOU ENT, 1 AM SHOCKED AT THE REPORTS OF ATTITUDE EXPRESSED BY TMESE JAPA-
NESE> MANY OF "WHOM PRIOR TO INTER MT GAVE ASSURANCE OF THEM DESIRE TO PRO-
MOTE THE WELFARE OF THE NATION IN ANY WAY THEY COULD SERVE. NOWY A SPIRIT OF
LETHARGY AND INDIFFERENCE PRETOIS. ACCORDING TO INFORMATION GIVEN KE TODAY
ONLY 6,000 OF THE 15,00 IN THE C PRETEND TO DO AM WORK. 9,000 LIVE IN
ABSOLUTE IDLENESS AND GROUCH ABOUT THE FOOD AND TREATMENT ACCORDED BY THE
GOVERNMENT.  THE WORK OFFERED IN THE SUGAR BEET FIELDS OF EASTERN OREGON CAR-
RIES PREVAILING STANDARDS OF PAY WITHOUT DISCRFFiINATION AND THE JAPANESE
WORKERS NOW IN THE AREA ARE 1TELL SATISFIED WITH CONDITIONS. WHAT WE NEED 1S
A DEFINITE HJSH FROM I OFFICIALS TO GET THESE JAPANESE EVACUEES TO1TORK*
NO COMPULSION WOULD BE REQUIRED IF MPWIUMT AGENTS HAD THE SUPPORT OF WR4
EXECUTIVES IN ENCOURAGING THE RESPONSE OF EVACUEES. IF VOLUNTARY RECRUITMENT
FAILS, THEN JAPANESE EVACUEES -SHOULD BE COMPELLED TO WORK OR BE TOLD THEY
WILL BE DEPORTED AFTER THE WAR. WILL YOU NOT INSTRUCT WRA OFFICIALS TO GIVE
POSITIVE ASSISTANCE IN THE RECRUITM T PROGRAM.

CHARLES A. SPRAGUE. GOVERNOR OF OREGON



May 20,1942

Hon, Charles A, Sprague
Governor of Oregon
Salem, Oregon

Dear Governor Sprague:

Today, as you know, the United States Employment Service began the
voluntary recruitment of a number of persons of Japanese ancestry
who are permitted, under prescribed conditions, to leave an assembly
center "within Military Area Number One to engage in private employ-
ment in Malheur County, Oregon. This recruitment and this movement
of evacuees to Malheur County were ~proved by the War Relocation
Authority and the Conimanding General of the Western Defense Command
because:

(@) You, as Governor of the State, and appropriate officials
of Malheur County have accepted full responsibility for the
maintenance of law and orderf

(b) You, and other officials and the employers involved, have
earnestly represented that additional workers were needed to
save the sugar beet crop of Malheur County)

(c) Employers and appropriate officials have given assurance
that evacuees would not displace other labor, that evacuees
would receive not less than prevailing wages or not less than
wages prescribed by law, that suitable health, housing4 and
food -would be provided for such evacuees in Malheur County,
and that transportation both ways would be provided at no
cost to the Federal Government.

Thus the public responsibility which is borne under most circumstances
by the military establishment and by the War Relocation Authority for
~protecting communities and evacuees and for providing evacuees an
opportunity to earn a livelihood under "wartime conditions, is in this
instance borne by the State of Oregon and by one of its countiese

The permit to persons of Japanese descent to leave Military Area
Number One is a conditional one* By Civilian Restrictive Order
Number dated today, May 209 1942, the Military Commander of the
Western Defense Command and Fourth Army has declared that evacuees
may move only to Malheur County and that they shall return to a
designated Assembly Center or Relocation Center as may be required
by the Director of the War Relocation Authority*

It is clear™® of course, that the action of the Commanding General

in limiting the movement of evacuees to a single county, in requiring
them to return, and in invoking penalties for infringement of the
order, in no way reduces the responsibility of the State of Oregon,

of local law enforcement officials, and of the employers, as previously



2 - Hon* Charles A. Sprague

stated in this letter,

I as Director of* the War Relocation /\uthorny% shall require the evacuees
affected by Civilian Restrictive Or"der Number to return at any time tp

an Assembly Center or Relocation Center under any of the following condi-
tions :

(a) ¥ the agreement basic to the movement -of evacuees "to
Malheur County is in any respect infringed™”

(b) T the close of the. fanning season, or sooner, employm
ent conditpions are such in Malheur Coun"by that the evacuees can

no lor”~er be provided full-time work opportunitiesb

(c) If for any reason it appears "bo.be in the best interest of*
the Nation™ the conananityor the evacuees to reaiiire their
return.

- I am sure that all persons in Oregon directly concerned with
this matter understand that some of the evacuees now moving to Malheur
County are aliens; many are American citizens. It is the policy of the
War Relocation Authority, and am sure it will "be yours, "to demonstrate
"o the world—'to our enemies and our friends alike—iihat "‘this wart-inie
human problem can be handled by a great democratic nation with kindness,
tolerance, and deep understanding of all that is involved.

hope you and officials responsible to you m il notify me of
any incident or situation -which you feel requires the attention of the

War Relocation Authority. I recognize that you have assumed a heavy
responsibilitry only because of your deep concern about *bhe production
of a crop vitally needed in the countiyfs production program* We share
that concern. If there is any way we can be of assistance to you, do
not hesitate to call on us. Since | am usually at my office in Washington”
jJjour office will no doubt find it mo™t convenient to call Mr. E. R. Fryer®
Regional Director of the War Relocation Authority, Whitcomb Hotel, San
Francisco, California*

Sincerely yours®

M, S. Eisenhower
Director

MSEisenhower/HH
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INFORMAL MEMORANDUM TO JOHN BIRD

SM FRANCISCO GAL MAY 30 --

DEAR JOHN:
JUST WANTED TO GIVE YOU THIS QUICK FLASHBACK OF HIGH

APPROVAL OP YOUR MEMORANDUM OP MAY 28 TO ELMER ROMLT, COPY OF
MIICH YOU MAILED ME, WITH REFERENCE TO MEETING CRITICISM ON
ENLISTMENT OF EVACUEES FOR PRIVATE V."(RK.

THE PAST WE HAVE HAD TWO GOVERNORS -- OREGON »S
SPRAGUE AND IDAHO S CLARK YELLING TO HIGH "HEAVEN THAT JAPANESE
SHOULD HAVE THE CHOICE BETWEEN BEET FIELDS AND CONCENTRATION GAMPS.
I HAVE CCmbELED CAUTION N MAKING ANY STATEMENTS, WITHHELD THE
EXCHANGE OF TELEGRAMS BETWEEN EISENHOV ANI> GOV. CLARK TO AVOID
ANY SUGGESTION THAT WE WERE GOING ALONG WITH CLARK. AlID CLARK, WE
NOW HEAR, EAS BES'! ROUNDED-UP BY THE BEETGROI/VERS AND HAS TAKEN A
FIELL OF A BEATING FROM THEM FOR HIS INFLAMMATORY REMARKS WHEN THEY
WANTED THE JAPANESE TO GOME NTO THE STATE.

YOUR POINT NO. 2 1 5HE MEMO REFERENCE DEVELOPMENT OP
WESTERN RESOURCES HMS MY HEART CONSIDERABLY. YOUfLL REMEMBER

HOW  CAN MAKE A SPEECH ON THAT SUBJECT. 1 WELL RECALL MAKING
ONE SUCH SPEECH TO YOU ... BUT, FRANKLY, I DIDNfT THINK YOU WERE
LISTENING,

ED BATES



WAR HELOCATION AOTHOHITX
Tule Lake piToject
Newel I California

October 21,1942

The President
The white House
Washlzigton, 0* C«

Dear Mr* P3»Csidants

WO herein respectfully enclose our lettar
of protest to the fTcOlogram ufoich your office re-
ceived from the Governor of the slat® of Oregon,
the Honorable Charles A* Sprague, with regard

to recruiting Japanese labor on the Oi*Ggon beet
farms*

We hope you will give It due consideration*
we have tha honor to remain

Most respectfully yours,

/a/ lIchiro Haso™awa
IcnTro jgasdgava

/a/ Elohar”™ Hlk&wa
Hicha3?d Hfkawa

/a/ Ken Sekiffuchi
Ken seKlguchr

Enclosure



October 17,1942
OREGON JOURNAL - Page 16, Col .4

DEPORT IDLE JAPS, URGES ORIOOIf CHIEF

SALEM, ct« 16-AP-G vomor Spraguo telegraphed a rdquest to
president Roosevelt asking hlra to force Japanese interneC8 to
assist iIn harvesting farm crops, particularly sugar beats*

The governor, blttarly criticizing the Japanese for not
volunteering for farm work, said they should be told they isust
work or else be deported after the var« ThO governor’s telegram
said

“Mora than 200”000 tons of sugar boots In Sastdm Oregon and
Astern Ildaho will bo lost unless additional help oan be sdeurod
during the coming four weeks* i1n the meantime” the greatest pool
of Idle labor i1n all tha West exists within a day"s plde of tho
fields where labor is needed* fhls labor Is to b# fotmd iIn the
war relocation authority camps fop Japanese evacuees from which
efforts to obtain voluntary recruitment have been a dismal failure#

Shocked at Attitude

nFrom Newell camp, near Tul© Lake# Cal*# only 800 of thO
15,000 or more Japanese# many of whom, prior to internment, gave
assurance of their desire to promote the welfare of the nation in
any way tb&y cmild serve* How a spirit of lethargy indifferonoe
prevailse According to information given me today, only 6,000 of
the 15,000 in the camp pretend to do any work5 9,000 livo 1in
absolute i1dleness Sd grouse about the M00d &od treatment accorded
by the government.

Pay, Ho Discrimination

Jihe work offered In the sugar beet fields of Eastern Oregon
carrier prevailing standards of pay without discrimination”™ and
the J&panose wox*kez?8 no iIn the &rd& are 011 scitiafied with con
ditlons. what ve need la a definite push from WHA offlolals to
get these Japanese avacudes to work. Ho oompulsion vould be
required if employment agents had the support of WHA executives
In encouraging rsaponae Ot evaoueas* |If voluntary raquii*eiaent
fails, then Japanese evacuees should be compelled to work or be
told fdy 111 te dopi wlod aft r th® wai% Will you not JLnstruet
WRA officials to give positive assistance In recruitment programtl



Division of Agriculture
Tule Lake project
Hewoll, California

October 18,1942

Open Letter fo
His Excellency# Ne 0 aoveraor
Salem, oregoa

Dear Gov mor Sprague:

After reading your artlola in the wOregon Journal* of
October 17# X942# page 16, oolussi 4# decrying tha dismal
f&llupd in you cittQ Nt to Pde:piiiti bdet noirk rs

midst, wO wish to bring to your attention the following
facta which we hop® will clarify the h&lf-trutha mentioned,
in your telegram to th® Fr@sldont*

As we are writing this letter, 54 persons ar© leaving this
camp for Caldwell County, ldaho, to participate iIn the
sugar beet harvest. Therefore on this day, October 18,
1942, th#p® are remaining In this camp exactly 14,472
persons* Of this nusibdi% and children uM#r 18 y®np8
of conprlso 9j4X2« &#0@D ars sialds

the ag® of 18, but of this number 1,060 ar® over the ng©®
of 60. On th© assumption that every man between the ages
of 18 and 60 is able-bodied™ we would have available#

&sstiMXng g th02) £s no vopk to WO (iond jin csuap, Jfap



sugar beet labor from this camp exactly 47000 m&m

Under any clrcumstanoes, whan nearly 15,000 people are
bright together to live In & new cosssunity established

in a period of less than three months, there will be among
them many whose labor Is essential to the dally operation
of thO new coBaaunity. These include 800 project farm

ik>rk; 500 construction; 400 malntan&nce men vhlch Includes
jJanitor and garbage disposarsi 800 warehousing and other
transportation! 350 cooks and cooks* helpers; and 410 war*
dens, firemen, and other Civic workers; and at least 100
hospital employees, a total of 3,560*

The 800 tSrm workers are employed on the 2,500 acres W»H.A«
project farm which is now in the midst of harvesting, which
iIs supplying not only this camp with produce but also five
other Bslocatlon Centers with a total population of appro-

ximately 70,000 people, [IXie to the exigencies of our ovn

to ~
The 500 construction workers now engaged in completing
the barracks to make them isord tenable for the coming
inter ich Is more sever© than the clixoate to which th&
greater majority of us have been accustomed. [In addition,
they are eonatruct:113) quarters fop foeacitera and other Cau-

caslan staff lOabers, oonstruetlng an addition vhioh was



3 rely needed by the Hospital, and relative to the
farm program, O0O0llatrusting a 20,000 hen poultry farm and
a 57000 head hog farm* Farthersioie, our school buildings

have yet to be erected and at present the 5,971 atud&nts

axid chair faollltias™

ThO© 400 maintenance men are detailed to various duties
such as garbage disposal of this city of 15#000; Jani-
tora for approximataly 400 public buildings™ such as wbsq
halls, l1&undrlds”™ washz*oomB# and schools, and ths fuel
detail «liich must supply the 7,500 odd boilers and stoves
vith coal*

The 800 workers on warehousing and transportation are
t&klIng care r 50 odd warehouses and «dtk an inadequate

fleet of ©0 trucks are attempting to accommodate 15,000

sarr; &
The 350 cooks and cooks* helpers are cooking three meals
for the entire colony of 15,000 which means that on© cook
ia preparing meaia for approximately 45 persona*
The 410 workers under the Ooimmmity Welfare and Intez*nal
Security Division are classed &8 fTiremen> firewardens,

police wardens and other Civic leaders. Due to the frame

construction and congestion, the camp of necessity



have & large complement of flresudn and fIxd wardens«

ThO 100 odd workers in th® hospital ape eaployed as doc-
tors, internes, orderliestT dentists# dental technicians,
pharmacists, first aid men and asibulanoe drivers*

Tthls 19&T@s 640 man between the ages of 18 and 60 vho are
employod. in mlscelXaneoua employmente This 640 on miscel-

Xansous non«*essdntlal employment is quite a difference be-

According to the news article, you, a Vemor Sprague, have

requested the good office of preaMeat wto force Japa-

L L., ..... r:::'.;ia

to FQHCE any parson or group of persons to work?
— @ 1 1 TM 1*
- T 1 1 a
| D B | -
r...Irri

been told tb&t to do so was our share In the war effort*
K w that we have been completely dTacuated and before va
are barely settled iIn our new eossmmity, your good office
comes forth with the statement that It Is NOW our duty to

epp ™A n .



was clamoring for our evacuation. Whdn the leaders of the
vé&rlous states show suoh a reTera&l of policy, it la not
on3>7 bevildarlng and dls_rdsaing to us, but It alao seems,
to our minds, that wO are being exploited by certain
gxroups «

Prior to evacuation th® arj wé&s the Japs outsl weTll
get alongj im’ll gat th© Mexicans and the Fil:lIpiikK>a. Oat
with th© Japsl Theyfro dangeroustll No tbat ar® tha
only labor pool i™iich is definitely available# the very
ones who ware c”~ing for our avacuation are begging fop our
return. Please do not mlaundLerataiKi us« We realise that
every .effort In production Is essentiaX to the war effort,
and as African citizens™ wa are just as anxious to con-
tribute our efforts aa others. But i1t seems to ua that w
ar® being made pawns to the ~ilms of political and econo-
mic groups. WO hope that you xmdarstand, that to be ex*
ploited is dist&staful to any group* We believe that a
high office, such as yours, should have had the data, dx*
erclsed good judgment, and utiiiiaed this influence of your
good ofjtio® prior to our Ovactiation to a fuller extemt, so
that you would have not had to propose any Rforced labor*l
Your statement, *Japanese evacuees should bo compelldd to
work or be told they will be deported after th© war,® 1is

duress in tho most vicious sensee Xt Is an. Axis



th6 very principle againat which the United Nations are

now fighting* Such a coercive statement from a high

office tends only to defeat the united efforts of all ma-

jority and minority groups*

Also your allegations that wNo compw.lsion would be required

it the Omployment agents bad th@ support of WRA Oxecoitives

In encouraging response of evacuees¥ are baaed entirely

on your opinion and not on facta* The WRK executives, in

view of the policy that all the evacuees should b© relocated

outside of thO military araas, are aiding and cooperating

with the employment agents iIn every wiy possible and

strongly r000llllending to the evacuees that they go out and

endeavor to establish themselves. But the WRA officials

have a better understanding of bur situation; therefore,

are rocoinmQnding, not forcing, ua to volunteer for ® sugar

beet fields, F

Your expectation of & spontaneous response to your plea for

workers haa not been met In this colony for tha following

reasons

1* Many have previously volunteered have reported that
they hav been treated as second*class citizens— tol-
erated only to the extent of the economic necessity of
the employers aM of the various cossminltlds e

2# The contracts# In many cases, have not been In good



*7 _

3*

faith by the employers* Many that they have
been definitely «syped.«

The great mad rity 18l Japanese are definitely not
Migratory laborers* Most of us are thinking in terms
of poat-ifar rehabilitation™ therefore are seeking
something more tangible than & fdw months In the best

fields™

Therefor®, Instead of resorting to coercian and duress,

IT your office will gi“e theea faotS aerioua conaideWtlon,

correct thd present conditions# aiKi offer more tangible

long-tena opportunities™ we are sur« that many more will

welooms the opportunity to volunteer®

A copy of this letter la being seat to tha President*

Sincerely yours,

N

2 AN
RIEEard Hlkawa

/s/ Ken Sakxjiuchi
Ken SekigucM



Hood Elver, Oregon
October 19 1942

Governor Charles A, Sprague,
Salem, Oregon

Dear Governors

In response to your request of October 15, 1 left on the
night of that same date for I’rssa and the Boise valley, with the
object of secuilng as mudi first*haxxi information as possible
concerning the sugar beet situation™ need of and opportunities
for workers and accommodations availablee Owing to the late
arrival of the train, it nas imperative that, if I was to carry
out my schedule idthin the time which could be devoted to this
survey, some data which wcmld have been useful woTild have to be
left for another visit* But I did definitely learn that beet
growers and pcrocessors of the Boise valley have no objection to
the empHoymeat of Japanese and Japanese-imericans if these can
save their huge crop*

In eastern Oregon and western ldaho there are tyige areas
of sugar beets waiting to be harvested, bat with the pitifully
small supply of labor n fw available, the prospect is dim indeed.
The flow of beets into the sugar refineries is, perhaps, not
10re than 40 per cent of what it should be at this season of the
year, and with winter near, it is now anybody’s guess whether
the bulk of the crop will be harvested or whether a freeze will
come and put an end to further harvesting prospects. Naturally,
growers are desperate and, "with the arrival of a fen hundred
Japanese in the !"“ssa area™ they are hoping that these are bat
the vanguard of maj”y hundreds mc*re to come from the Newell
relocation area near Tale Lake*

In response to say questions, | found farmers and people
at Njrssa receptive to the harvesting of the beet crop ty Jap-
anese or Japanese-Americans. A few residents of the area would,
perhaps, be happier if the huge crop could be harvested by white
<Americans) bat these people have neither crops of their own nor
are they interested financially in the processing of these beets*
Boring an auto tour of part of the valley, 1 noticed the names
of Japanese on boxes, and learned that they have been famw
ing there for several years and have aroused no antipathy*

Japanese from the Newell camp, at present employed in Boise
valley are, apparently well satisfied with the treatment being
extended to them and are earning from $4*5 to $6.50 a day* This

is considerably under the current earnings of white ”“eet toppers”



but the reason is that these Japanese confess that they are
earning all they want and are maintaixilLng a slower pace than
white workers, and see no advantage in speeding up. It costs
them about $!1 a day for board and quarters, under a cooperative
plan whidi they have established™ which leaves them a nice margin
out of their earnings. Their one criticism seems to be that in
the Nfjrssa area a curfew is still maintained, whereas at the Newell
center, this has been abandoned since that area was tamed over
by the military aathorities to the civilian War Relocation Adndn-
istration. But learned that the curfew was set up at Japanese
request and for their own protection and not as a restrictive
measure* No discriiiination of any kind is exercised against
them in the Nyssa section of Oregon and, outside of curfew

hours they are free to go — and do go everywhere that white
beet workers go*

"While discussing the problem of providing accominodations
for a large number of Japanese workers, if they could bO pre-
vailed upon to leave the Newell eamp, 1 learned that a large
CCC camp is now unused, rightin the heart of the sugar beet
fields, and in 3 minutes | was able to personally study its
possibilities, irtiieh are adequate for several hundred Japanese,
in printer as veil as suromer. It was also stated that the use
of this camp would be permitted if Japanese in sufficient
numbers ivoald come up from Camp Nevrell™ just over the California
line*

later in the afternoon of Friday, accompanied by G« Ik«
McMillan, of tbe U*S« Qn]xLoyment Service at Ontario”™ and in a car
loaned by a group interested in the beet problem”™ 1 J.eft for
Klamath Falls, passing through another extensive beet area withr-
oat seeing a single norker in the fields* By travelling thm
part of the nighty Klamath Falls was reached in the early hours
of Saturday morning* Early Sattird™r morning NE€ were on o\ir way
to Camp Newell”~ just over the California line.

On arrival at the camp, in which I spent nearly the
entire day, asked for Administrator Elmer Sherre 1 and
explained 123/ mission® asking that 1 be free to prosecute
inquiries itoerever X might desire. This request was immediately
granted, but before leaving to interview Japanese, Mr, Sherrell
explained many details of camp life and polic™ but volunteered
no statement which would indicate that ady trouble was beii”"
experiences in the camp* |In fairness to officials with whom
I talked, it should be stated that criticism which follows is
directed against the system In vogue at Canp Newell and not
against officials, who are probably Interpreting camp policy
the KEr it is intended they should do* Iy conclusion is that



there is nothing new about this camp policy it Is simply WPA
all over again. And 1 believe that, with many years of Public
Welfare commission work behind me, I am qualified to knew "WPA
when see it in any of its formse And here at Camp Newell,
the transformation from individualism to paternalism is already
making much progress*

At the adsainistration center, Mr. Sherrell outlined some
of the work nhich is beix"g undertaken by the more than 15,CX)0
evacaees, who are resident in the area* One of the problems, he
stated™ is that of preparlzig the buildings for the coining iiinter,
mwhich, so he infonaed me, would include wt®oapera*bure8 far below
zero and not infrequent blizzards. And this just south of the
Oregon border, doum California It was almost nnneeessaiy
for him to explain that he is entirely new to the Far West and
had been told, this was the kind of weather he could expect* To
mfde cj”estilon as to Tflioctlier thig job would keep 15,0. employed,
he explained that there is also the task of growing crops to
feed all these people” but he adioitted that, between them, the
two jobs would not famish steady work for all occupants of
the camp* To the question as to whetlier the harvesting of sugar
~>eets over a large area in ldaho and Oregon could be of even more
importance at this time than improving the Newell camp, Mr, Sherrell
replied: "That” just irtiat I*ve been trying to tell our people
here, but you see what the response has been. They just can t
be persuaded to QO outside to ‘work.*1 He denied the statemenb
that he ajad his organization is making no effort to cooperate
with the U.S. Snployiaent Service and other groups, members of
which are tiTing to have at least a reasonable nimber of the more
than 15,CX)0 people in Camp Newell put to work in beet and other
similar projects, in which big crops are in darker of bei% lost.
It was my otoi impression that administration officials with whom
X talked would have no objection to the camp personnel being main-
tained at its present strength indefinitely, even in perpetuitya
and for a reason entirely human and not at all uncommon. An-
other impression | gained was that there is an aljnost total lack
of discipline even in the administration building.

The neoct several hours were spent interviewing probably
more than one huzidred Japanese of both issei (first generation,
and bom 1in Japan) and nisei (second generation”™ born in the
United States”™ and citizens of this country). 1In all interviews,
the greatest care was exercised to prevent misunderstanding of
questions”™ especially by older Japanese men and women, and in
a x"Biber of instances”™ the American and Japanese languages were
used. found far less bitterness among these older, born in



Japan, people than among the younger folks, born in imerica,

~he older folks accepted their situation ~dth Shikata ga nai

(Hit can*t be helped”) but they do deplore the breakdown

of morale amor’g thd.r children in the camp™ and it was evident
that parental oontrol, in many instances« has fallen to a low
ebb. Their viewpoint is best exemplified by one elderly Jap-
anese who, after complaining”™ in Japanese” and at lengthy that
there is no steady, hard work for these younger Japanese in camp,
blurted out in ~glish: tust one year in this camp and we will
all be ,bums*"*

However, | was even more interested in the younger Jap-
anese men — oF the type nhich could do a great job in the beet
fiexds, if they so desired* And it was during my conversation
mwith these young men that 1 discovered what is nrrong at C ip
Newell. For almost complete lack of objective, steady work,
many* of these young Japanese-Americans are rapidly degenerating
into cynics, i»hose ideas are based upon mfoat they believe is
the utter hopelessness of their future. Some of these have
known for years, and in former days all white Americans who
knew them rated them as fine™ loyal American citizens. Today,
a number of than with whom 1 talked> scoffed Trhen | siiggested
to them that it iroald be entirely in their awn interests if
they would regard their interment as eewater under the bridge"
and take tbis opportunity to live up to the oath they took and
pabUcized ~ust prior to their evacuation* Here are but a few
of the comnients to my suggestion that they cooperate in large
numbers to go out and harvest the beet crop: "Why should 1 work
for people who hate me because 1 am an American bom of Japanese
parents?¥ are not good enou”™i to be accepted as American
citizens™ so nhy shcmld we help Americans?” MThey have refused
us even a chance to prove our loyalty to o\ir country and have
branded us as traitors — well, if that is the way they want to
think about us, let it be that T*ay.w 'We all were very willing
to take our places in the United States Army, and a few of us
mere penaitted to wear the uniform, but certain groups were
ewilling to condemn us even without a hearing and throw us into
a concentration camp for the duration of the war. Ifhile Ne are
in this camp, we are at leas rotected against more unjust
treatment.w

N

These are bat a fen of the statements made to me when
urged groups of these Japanese to take outside W rk in the
beet fields* 1 wish 1 could have convinced myself that it was
only the "smart alecsll who made these remarks -wiii the object of
shoTdng off to their fellow internees but am forced to the



conclusion that they urere given in all seriousness as the views

of those who uttered them and reflect the present condition of
mind of many of these young Japanese-Americans. The reason?

Well, that is easy to define. Here are several thousand of
formerly active young men, largely raised in conformance with
American ideals, now inmates of an enemy aliens* camp, largely
-without healty occupation of an objective type, idth plenty of
time on their hands to mourn their fate and to listen to a
relatively small group, members of which are, by propaganda,
keeping the old wound open and smarting at all times™ and doing
their worst to convert these young men into potentially dangerous
enemies. It was only after hearing these viefws expressed by these
young men that I realized why their parents are so worried and so
anxious that their sons be given an opportunity to go to real work
outside of the camp influence.

It was admitted that there have been many meaningless strikes
among these evacuees — but what could one expect, with defeatism
the creed of many of these young men* With this in mii™ 1 was
fortunate in being invited to give an address before the camp
council, about two hundred strong, and consisting entirely of
American born Japanese* Citiz\g the dedaratioh of loyally,
adopted on"oath tY members of the Japanese-~American Citizen’s
League shortly before the internment order went out | suggested
that, when the war ends, time will be minority groups which m.H
demand deportation, not only of natives of Japan, but also of
thBir bom-in-America children® and they mil seek evidence to
jJustify such deportation. At the same time, mar™r Americans,
realizing that the war will be over, mwill also seek evidence to
pErove the loyalty of these young citizens, ‘'Persist in your
present attitude and refuse to undertake the duty of every loyal
citizen, and your fTifcure when the vrar ends is obvioas, for your
friends will search in vain for evidence to support, a plea to
jJustify your continued residence iIn America as Americans,”™ was
the highlight in my address, which, if applause is an indication,
J8S well received. Saturday night |1 learned from an admin-
istrative official, that the text of My remarks was being circul-
ated by the grapevine at camp and was the subject of much discussion
I hope soe

And now, nith your permission, | wish to offer the follow-
ing recommendations, which are based upon a study of conditions

as 1 found them, both in the sugar beet areas and in Camp Newells

1# That, at the earliest possible date, arrangements be
made *o relocate groups of these internees at Camp Newell in "beet

and other crop-producing areas in which their labor is urgently
meded” *taklng advantage of the facilities offered by ncm unused

Civilian Conservation Crops camps, located in the heart of the



sugar beet areas of the Boise valley, and which are adequate
even for mcfeer occupancy — that is, if the camp near Jrssa
is a typical example. It would be better to locate these

pe |0.e in family groups, with full regard for their home
groupings before th”r were evacuated. Tims old friendships
wexild  be continued and there would be more contenbment.

2n Plan these relocations as far as possible for the
duration of the war aad the need for labor* In some of the
areas there nill be almost year-sround work to be done, except
for about two irixiber inontlis#

3* Permit each group, as far as practicable, to operate
its own.camp area™ keep doivn the number of admlxiistrative
officials of the War Relocation Administration and associated
paternalism.

4* In areas in which there are no CCC camps, Interest
cokEamanities desiilng this type of labor in making their own
plans for providing accoiamodations to adequately house these
workerse It, xsight I>e possible for suehi coimmmities to obtain
some federal financial assistance for such projects, but they
should be free of both federal control and administration as
soon as the camp is occupied. The utmost effort should also
be made to keep these workers free from exploitation of all
kinds they should be given a square deal and be given every
chance to feel that their work is appreciated and that they
are worthy of their hire#

5* Carry out, at the earliest possible time, a careful
survey of the actual need of and desire for this type of labor
in all cormnunities interested and engaged in producing vital
Ccrops or in processing the saioe™ and keeping in mind that
further heavy induction of young man power is going to rapidly
irk$rease the demand for farm labor* 1t is suggested that these
inquiries be directed exclusively to actual growers of crops
and those engaged in processing them aad entirely -without
reference to gproups which neither produce or process agricultural
crops* Let those who are actively engaged in production for the
war effoi*t be the sole fudges on the question of emjxloyliig these
evacuees in the growing and harvesting of essential crops,

6. Use every effort to persuade responsible authorities
to undertake the m>rk of rapidly reducing the size of the Newell
Camp, at least to the requirements of nearby farm areas which
require this type of labor* The camp is located either within



or is closely adjacent to Military Area No. 1, which 1is not
at this stage, -when transfer to civilian authority has been
completed, desirablee Farther, urge that no more money be
spent on developaerib 110rk at Camp Newell”~ but that the work
of relocating these 15,000 evacuees b€ proceeded with as
rapidly as possible.

Finally, may | suggest that, if these Americans of
Japanese parentage are not willing to forget Tdiat has happened
to them under stress of war aid vol\mteer for productive work
=wherever they be needed, to the end that they p .ay their
parts as the American citizens they claim to be, then every
effort should be made to set up the machinery by which they
may be drafted inb essential irork* Other young Americans are
daily being drafted into the arned services to take orders
az»i ob 7 them as good Americans* Surely this is not too much
to ask of young Americans of Japanese parentage*

Thanks for the opportunity#
Sincerely yours9

(signed) Hugh G* Ball



