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Dillon S. Myer, Director of the War Relocation Authority , today

issued the following statement:

The press recently has carried statements attriouted t o Robert 
E. Stripling, identified as chief investigator of the Committee on 
Un-American Activity, that spies and saboteurs have been released from 
relocation centers. This statement reveals a complete ignorance � e 

manner in which this agency is conducting its program.

No evacuee is permitted to leave a relocation center if there  is 
any indication that he would in any way endanger the na tional security. 
The granting of permits to leave is handled very - carefu lly on an incl:L 
vidual basis. We have records on all people over the age of 7 w are 
being considered for leave; these records cover family re lationships, 
training, experience, contacts with Japan, and other pertinen ac s.

In addition we have available and we utilize informat ion rom e 
intelligence agencies of the government in determining  whether or no _
is anything in the record of an evacuee which would mak e � un esir 

him to live outside of a relocation center.

We presume that anyone having evidence of disloyal activity  on 
the part of relocated evacuees will transmit that info rmation promp , 
to the agencies of the government which are responsible  for apprehendi g 
dangerous persons. To our knowledge not one instance of dis  oya a,c ~v  
on the part of any of the twelve thousand persons of Jap anese ancestry on 

leave from relocation centers has been reported.

The statements attributed to Mr. Stripling have the effect o f mis- 
leading the public on an important principle of democracy. That pr inciple 

.centers around the question of whether loyal American citizens ^
abiding aliens should be kept in confinement for the durat ion � >
or whether they should be given the opportunity .to co ntribute to the war 
effort in a normal manner in our democratic society.^ he a ,. f
Authority was established for the purpose of relocat ing people e 
military areas. Our belief is that such people should be re-est ablished 
in normal-communities unless they are found to be poten tially dangero s.
In administering our leave program, we are taking all proper p recau^ o 

to protect the national security.

We welcome a thorough investigation of our program, but we  feel 
that the charges which have been made are irresponsible and d etrimental

to the war effort.
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OFFICE OF WAR INFORMATION

WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY ; ' NB-1178

Text of Address-by Dillon S. Myer, Director of the War  Relocation  
Authority, over the National Broadcasting Company net work at  
10:45 p.m., EWT, Thursday, July 15, 1945.

During recent weeks, a great deal of public attention has been given to the  

War Relocation Authority, the relocation centers, and the Japanese-American  

people who live in these centers. Unfortunately, much of the infor mation given  

circulation was untrue, and misleading. Much of what  has been said has caused  

confusion, by focusing attention on some minor details and covering up the really  

basic issues.

The proper handling of the people of Japanese ancestry  who- were removed from  
their hemes along the Pacific Coast into relocation centers is a matter of impor�
tance to every person in the United States. It is essenti al that everyone Wnogives  
thought to the problem keep certain facts clearly in mi nd.

First enemy aliens suspected of being subversive we re arrested immediately  
after Pearl Harbor and arc now interned. They have never been in relocation  
centers.

Second---During the first month of the evacuation perio d -- in March 1942 --  
the Japanese-American people were first told s?imply tha t they must move out o f  
the Paciiic coastal zone and were free to go anywhere else t hey liked. It was  
only after this voluntary movement had caused difficul ties that controlled evac�
uation camé into the picture. Relocation centers were established primar ily to  
provide living quarters for the evacuees while long-ra nge resettlement elans wére  
being worked out.

The evacuation did not imply xor one moment that all  evacuees were guilty or  
even suspected of endangering the national safety. It w as a precautionary move  
taken in view of the exceedingly- critical military si tuation on the West Coast.
The evacuees in the relocation centers are not charged with any crime  or subver-  
sivc intentions; they are a dislocated people who had to -have some place to live--  
and the relocation centers soomed to be the most feasible te mporary solution to  
the proDlcm. There is no~ reason to conduct the relocation ce nters as internment  
camps or- prisons.

On the .qontrary, there are good reasons why they should n ot be so conducted.  
Two-thirds of the people who were moved into relocation  centers were b o m  in this  
country. They are American citizens, and 72 per cent of this citizen group have -  
never'even seen Japan.

(over) ������	
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In the ten relocation centers, the evacuees are provided with most of the  
basic necessities of life--and the opportunity to earn a  small amount of money  
so they may buy other things not provided by the government. They  receive food,  
lodging, and medical care, and schooling is provided for the children.

The living quarters are barrack-type frame buildings, divided into family- 
size compartments--and furnished with cots, mattresses, bl ankets aiid heating 
stoves. There is no running water or cooking facili ties in the barracks--but 
community bath houses and mess halls are located in each block to serve �	��
to ��� people.

The school program is planned to meet the standards of the state where the  
C€>ntex* is located, but until recently there were no bui ldings put up especially  
for school purposes. Classes have been held in barrack building s originally  
intended for living quarters or for recreation.

The, medical service in a relocation center is barely adeq uate even as  
measured'by wartime standards. Non-Japanese doctors and nu rses are in charge of  
the medical staff in each center, but most of the staff is com posed of evacuees.

Any community of--say--ten thousand people, eating three meals a  day-~will  
require a lot of food. Most of the relocation centers were able to produce very  
little of t̂ ieir own food last year--and so most of it had to b e brought in.
People who have seen the trucks going into the relocation cente rs loaded with food  
quite naturally have been impressed with the large amounts--an d so many rumors  
have started that the evacuees in relocation centers are getting huge amounts of  
food--far more than other civilians.

I want to say right here and now that people in relocation c enters are 
rationed--just the same as the rest of us. Most of the food is bought through the 
Quartermaster Corps of the Army. But there is a top limit of 4 	 cents a day per 
person which may be spent for food, and the actual cost has range d from to 
cents a day. By way of comparison, the Army allows a maximum of �l cents a day 
and actually spends 		 to 	� cents a day for each man. Prom the standpoint of 
quality, the food served in the centers is, of course, never better than Army 
standards. And on many items, such as beef, it is definitely infe rior.

The government of the United States has an obligation to  feed the evacuees  
in the--, relocation centers but--we are doing it in strict a ccord with rationing  
regulations--and with a keen regard for the heavy demand s on the nation’s food  
supply.

X won ’t take time to dwell on other details of the relocatio n center  
activities--except to say that the War Relocation Authorit y is operating with a ��
minimum staff--and has attempted to give a maximum of r esponsibility to the  
evacuees themselves for providing the services needed by the co mmunity--and for  
managing their own affairs.

The wages for those who work are just about enough to provi de for the 
necessities--12, 16, or �� dollars a monthr-plus a small clothing allowance for 
each member of the worker's family. The evacuees are not compelled to wo rk-- 
but only those who do work receive wages and clothi ng allowances. About 90 Per 
cent of the employable evacuees at the centers are now engaged in s ome kind of 
work.

x ������
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In spite of the fact that the War Relocation Authority is responsib le for 
managing the ten relocation centers--we don't feel that they are de sirable in�
stitutions, or anything in which the people of the United States can take pride.
It isn’t the American way to have children grow up behind ba rbed wire. It may 
be possible to make good Americans out of them--but the  very surroundings make a 
mockery out of principles we have always cherished and res pected. I t ’s difficult 
to reconcile democracy with barbed wire--freedom with a rmed sentries--liberty 
with searchlights.

But, in spite of these discouraging surroundings, Americanism is p redomi�
nant in the relocation centers. It is taught in the schools--in  the adult 
education classes--through organizations such as Boy Sco uts and Girl Scouts, 
k-E Clubs, Future Farmers of America,. Girl Reserves, and Par ent-Teacher Associa�
tions. Several of the centers have U.S.O. Clubs or similar arrangements for the 
entertainment of soldiers of Japanese ancestry who come back to the centers to , 
see their families or friends.

However, there are some people in the relocation centers who have in�
dicated that they prefer to be Japanese rather than American.  And there are 
others whose records indicate that they might endanger the nation al security. 

'Accordingly, we are planning within the next few weeks to segregate these pr o- 
Japanese people and establish them in a single center where they  will live for 
the duration of the war or until repatriated to Japan. It has take n time to 
gather enough information for such a program of segregation. We  now have the 
necessary information and we expect to carry out the progr am as soon as trans�
portation can be obtained to make the move.

We feel that the remainder of the population--those who are t horoughly 
American in their loyalties--should not be required to remain in relocation 
centers. They can make a much greater contribution to the w ar effort by working 
on farms, in factories, and in other places where their abilit ies can be used to 

best advantage.

In the spring of last year, when the evacuation was only beg inning, there 
was an insistent demand from sugar beet growers and refiners for  evacuees to 
work in the beet fields of the Western States. Before the h arvest season was 
over, about ������ people from the centers had gone to work in the fields' of 
the West--and they harvested enough beets to provide a y ear’s sugar ration for 

about �� million people.

The results of that program were generally good from ever y point of view. 
And so the War Relocation Authority went one .step further. St arting in July 
one year ago, we began to work out a program whereby ev acuees with sound 
records might leave the centers,indefinitely to- take jobs a nd establish homes 
in normal communities. Up to the present time, about 10,000 of th e evacuated 
people have taken advantage of these procedures and have gone out  on indefinite 
leave to establish themselves mainly throughout the interio r sections of the 
country. In addition, approximately 6,000 have gone out on seasonal leave for 
work chiefly on farms throughout irrigated sections of the We st. And in all these 
months, not one case of disloyal activity on the part of these peo ple has been 

reported from any reliable source.

(Over) �������
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Within the past few weeks, there has been a great deal of public discussion 
about the release of people from relocation centers. The procedures  for granting 
release and the methods of investigating individual eva cuees have been wideljr 
misunderstood. So tonight I want to state those procedure s just as clearly as I 
can in order that the public may have the true facts. Over a period of  many 
months, we have gathered a considerable amount of information on each evacuee ���
years or over -- information on their individual backgr ounds and interests and ' 
their past employment records. Before any evacuee is granted  indefinite leave, 
this information is carefully checked at the relocation center. If there is any 
indication that the evacuee might endanger the national  security or interfere 
with the war effort, permission for leave is denied.

In addition--as a further precaution--we have submitted the n ames of all 
evacuees past �� to the Federal Bureau of Investigation. The FBI has now che cked 
nearly 90 VeT cent of these names against its files and has supplied us  with 
whatever information it had on the individuals involved* . We have been using 
this information in determining eligibility for leave. But I  want to emphasize 
the determination is made by WRA and not by FBI.

There are certain classes of evacuees who automatically are denied leave; 
one-- those who have asked to be repatriated or expatriated to Jap an, two-- 
Shinto priests, three-- American citizens who have refused to swear allegiance 
to the United States and four-- those who have been denied leave onc e because 
of bad records. At the same time, there are thousands whose recor ds show no 
reason why they should not be permitted to leave the centers.

The main point I want to make concerning the grantin g of leave to evacuees 
is .this; the War Relocation Authority is exerting a ll proper precautions for 
the national security--and at the same time is providing the m eans for loyal 
American citizens and law-abiding aliens--to take their p lace in the national 
life and enjoy the freedoms which are assured by the Consti tution.

The War Relocation Authority recognizes that the foremost ta sk before the 
people of this country is to win the war. This means concentr ating on fighting 
the enemy -- rather than fighting among ourselves —  and using all our available 
manpower where it can do the most good.

We have faith In the American democratic way of life, with  equal rights, 
privileges, and responsibilities for all, regardless o f race, creed, or 
national origin.

We assume that the great majority of the people of Japanese  ancestry now 
in this country will stay here during the war and afterw ards.

We have confidence in the ability of the armed forces to wage th e war, 
and of the authorized intelligence agencies of the Governm ent to give proper 
surveillance to all suspected or potential enemies wit hin our country.

We believe that it is possible to distinguish betwe en the loyal and the 
disloyal people of Japanese ancestry, as well as with othe r national or racial 
groups, to a degree which will insure the national security.

We believe loyalty grows and sustains itself only when i t is given a chance 
It cannot flourish in an atmosphere of suspicion and discrimina tion.

��������	��������������
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Let me repeat -- the manner in which the WRA conducts its pr ogram is of  
concern to all the people in the U.S. And it has a significance w hich goes far  
beyond the 'boundaries of this country. Our actions are being watch ed in Japan,  
where thousands of American soldiers and civilians are he ld as prisoners or  
internees; undoubtedly they are being watched in China, India, B urma and other  
countries whose collaboration is necessary if we are to defe at our enemies  
surely and quickly. These countries are watching our actions to see i f we mean  
what we say when we talk about racial equality.

So it is important that we all approach this problem sanel y and calmly,  
without racial emotion or hysteria. As I have said before, let ’s not handle  
this problem as Hitler would handle it in Nazi Germany, or as To$o w ould  
approach it in Japan. Let ’s do it the American way.

�������
\
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OFFICE OE WAR INFORMATION 0WI-2712

WAR RiElOCATION AUTHORITY

ADVANCE RELEASE: T� Be Held in STRICTEST CONFIDENCE and NOT to Be Used By
PRESS or RADIO BEFORE g ‘.00 p.m., EWT,‘ SATURDAY, November  13, 19^3

Dillon S. Myer, director of the War Relocation Authority, today i ssued

the following statement regarding the events that occurred Between November 1

and November L at the Tule Lake*Center in, northern California:

1. Tule Lake is the only center maintained By the War Rel ocation Authority 
for segregation purposes. It was established,originally in 19+2 as one o 
�� relocation centers for persons of Japanese ancestry who were evacua e rom 
the West Coast military area. In September of this year, however, i« was ma e 
the focal point in a segregation program carried out By th e War Relocation 
Authority and since that time has occupied a peculiar status among  cen e- ,s*

During February and March of this year a registration pr ogram was con 
ducted at all relocation centers for the purpose of accum ulating information 
on the Background and attitudes of all adult residents. As part o f this pro�
gram, citizen evacuees at the centers were questioned concerning their allegi�
ance to the United States, and alien evacuees were questio ned about their 
willingness to abide By the Nation’s laws.. , After t he results of ̂ registration 
were compiled and analyzed, W.R.A. Began a program to separate from  t e u 
of the population at relocation centers, those evacuees w ho have indica e, y 

word or action that their loyalties lie with Japan.

Four major groups were designated for segregation.

(1) Those who requested repatriation or expatriatio n to Japan;

( �) Citizens who refused during registration to state un qualified 
allegiance to the United States;, and aliens who refused to agree 

to abide By the laws of the Unifed States;

( �) Those with intelligence records or other records indi cating that 
they might endanger the national security or interfere wi th the 

war effort;

(k)  Close relatives of'persons in the above three groups who _exp ressed 
a preference to remain with the segregants rather than disrupt 

family ties.

X-22S0S
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The major movement of segregante into Tuie lake from other WR A centers and of

Z T Z T Z Z Z  ̂ Ule �� 0ther ^  CentBra was ^ - t e d  ln September^
Inir.fiv^v >«« ÌOf Ì hii m *ddle of October,. The process, which was carri ed out
from other th? lr'Yolved ’the movement of approximately 9,000 evacuees

o r i m m a t e i  V th» ° TUle and the removal from Tule to  other centers
who had S o n  t T r  S ��Shtly « * »  6,000 residents of Tuie lake
relatives war» r f  ? ^  f°r se®re8ation or who wish t o remain with segregated

Réìocat i l  Cantar l  o “  thepresent td“®> there are at  the Manzanar
transfer tn ini t  > CalÌ£°rnla aPProxilnately ����� evacuees who are awaiting

b e ^ T O l e t e d  nrobaÌv' ■  f ? W i U  *e transf^ d as soon as necessa ry housing can  De completed, probably m  the early part of ��^ .

8^ r o S d i n ? t t e a?,]i e % rr T af ilitr‘ 0f prOTldlnS ful1 protection of the area 
S S  “ o t w  ?  ? 3 ' A nan-proof fence surrounds the ex ternal/: ,v.:
are at all” tin»- s ' eTi roops patrol that fence; other necessary faci lities 
a sec-rep-at-'nn n*ps * In September, when Tuie Lake  was transformed into

edSt f g ^ d ° S u w f t h e  t n S  " u n t i l e  Z * * ? *  ^  °f tr°°ps aSs1® -external boun rWv  * and built the present man-proof fence  around the

tbe center’̂ e<rtpV! i h 6+ ne ordinary wire fence which was erected at the time of
provided! ~ eStabllS“ * ^  this time also additional mili tary equipment was'

' Authdr^vn-hdhtbpeA?nt di-stuJbance at the Tuie Lake Center, t he War ̂ Relocation
measures’! special ln constant contact regarding nec essary safety
staff and the W fre made for PromPt communication betwee n the WE A

�� a n d ;tne oxficer commanding the troops at Tuie Lake.

e stabi ibhmènt ^  since the time of lts
DenartmPivi-  ̂ ihA * '  under tne terms of an agreement between WBA and the War

center The A r i r v fT -S rS?  •_ 1^ for all phases of internal ad ministration of the 
ternal*Tboundaf'ie!f Ì h as  been responsible for guarding the ex-

and'f0r the entry and departure of all

staffVof evs.cw»»r Z Z  *h? cor* er through civilian guards assisted by a
greater force i A U r e  '* ����������� � with the Army provides that when a show of

the t o v  ?o movo Z Z T Z  ^ a i n  order within the center, WEA will call upon
^ “y xo move J-nside the center and take full control.

����� � � �	 � � � 	 � � � �	 � � � � � �� � � ����� �� � ���� ���������� ��� ���

accidP-Pt pn V d d ? f them ®ubse quently died.. On the day foll owing the 
accident, no evacuee workers reported for duty at the farm. S

X-22808
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For a period of approximately 10- days thereafter, work on  the harvesting of 
crops stopped, "but no formal representations were made to WRA b y évacuée "workers. 
Then on October 25> a group of evacuees who claimed to reph esènt the community 
met with Project Director Pay Best and submitted a seri es- of questions and demands. 
Among other'things, this committee asked whether the res idents of Tule lake were 
regarded by the United States government as prisoners of war and stated that the 
residents would not engage in the harvesting of crops for u se at other WRA centers. 
Project Director Best told the committee: (1) that the resid ents of Tule Lake 
were regarded as segregants and not as prisoners of war;, (2) that WRA does not 
operate on the basis of demànds, and (3) that if the residents of Tule Lake- were 
unwilling to harvest the crops, some other method of harvesti ng them would be 
found. � ’ - " r

Faced with the onset of winter and the possibility of losing a pproximately 
$500,000 worth of vegetables, WRA immediately began recru iting loyal evacuees from 
other centers to carry out the harvesting work at Tule Lake . A crew of 23^ was 
recruited and is still engaged in harvesting work on  thé Tule Lake Farm. These 
evacuees are quartered outside the boundaries of the center, who lly apart from the 
population of the center, v .

On the morning of Monday, November 1, D. S. Myer, national direc tor of the 
War Relocation Authority, and Robert B. Cozzens, assistant  director of the - 
Authority in San Francisco, arrived at the Tule Lake center fo r an inspection and 
consultation With key WRA staff* members and with evac uee representatives. The 
original arrangement called for Mr. Myer and Mr. Cozzens t o meet with evacuee 
representatives on the day following the if'arrival. However, during the lunch 
hour, a report was received by Project Director Best that certain evacuees were 
making unauthorized announcements in "the evacuee mess halls. Residents were being 
told, according to this report, that Mr< Myer was to make a speech f rom the main 
administration building shortly after lunch. On rec eiving this report, Mr. Myer 
and Mr, Best immediately made a quick automobile ins pection trip through the evacu�
ee section of the center. They observed that large numbers of m en, women and 
children were proceeding in an orderly manner from the evacuee'barracks in the 
direction of the administration building. '

By 1:30 p.m., Mr. Myer and Mr. Best'had returned to"the adm inistration build�
ing and a crowd estimated between ��	�� and ¿t ����� had congregated immediately out�
side, One young man from the evacuee group then entered the administration build�
ing and asked whether a committee of" �� evacuees might have a conference with 
Mr, Myer, This request was granted, and Mr. Myer, Mr. Cozzens, Mr. Best and other 
staff members met' with the committee. The committee presente d a series of demands 
including the resignation of Project Director Best and se veral other WRA staff 
members at the center.

While the discussion was going on, word was received th at a group of about  
a dozen evacuees had entered the center hospital and beaten th e chief medical 
officer, Dr, Reece M. Pédicord. The conference was interrupted while  one WRA 
staff member left, the administration building, passed throu gh the crowd, and went,  
to 'the hospital for a check up on the situation there. A fter this man had re�
turned -- wholly unmolested -- with the report that Dr. Pedicord.had been badly . 
battered but was receiving adequate medical attention  and that order prevailed in 
the hospital, the conference was resumed. Meanwhile, a small group of e vacuees 
had gone into the administration building and installed a public address system 
with WRA permission.

X������
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At the conclusion of the conference, Direptor l̂ yer vas aske d to address  
the crowd briefly over the address system and agreed to  do éo. Mr. Î yer told  
the crowd substantially what he had told the committee: (lj that WRA would
consider requests made, by the evacuee population prov ided they were in the • :  
framework of national policy; (2) that WRA would riot accede to demands;
(3) that WRA was under the impression that the majori ty of residents at ;
Tule Lake wanted to live in a peaceful and orderly atmosphere; ( U) that if  
the residents of the center could not deal peacefully  with WRA they would have  
to deal with someone else; and ( 	) that once the segregation process was wholly  
completed with the movement from Manzanar, the community at Tule Lake should  
attempt to select à committee—  more.directly represen tative of its wishes  
than the current onè -- to deal with the War Relocation Authority. After  
Mr. î̂ yer had concluded his remarks, two members of the evacuee committee  
addressed the crowd briefly in Japanese. Immediately  following the completion  
^. these speeches, at about k:J>0  p.m,,. the crowd broke up quickly and peacefully  
and returned to family living quarters. During the entire  conference and the  
time, when' committee members were addressing the c rowd, a member of the War  
Relocation Authority' staff who is fully competent in the Ja panese language^was  
present and was able to indicate to Mr. ityer and Mr. Bes t the'nature of all  
remarks made in Japanese. ■ ; - -

5. While the meeting was in progress in the administratio n building a number of  
automobiles at the center were slightly damaged, .'Some  of these automobiles ,  
belônged to Visitors and some to WRA personnel, one Vi sitor reported that a  
window of his car was broken and a sun visor removed.’ (This  statement has not  
beonr.varified by other evidence.) A door handle was brok en off one car. Radio  
aerials were removed, from tyo cars and windshield wipers fr om about twelve cars.  
Air was released from tires of several cars,. The paint on two cars was  
scratched.
" ’ ■ K / „ ’ * / . •; -7 . . ; > ■

’ the struggle during which Dr, Pedicord was beaten, a wooden railing in  
the hospital office; was knocked down. A careful inve stigation has revealed no  
reliable evidence of any property damage, during this i ncident other than that  
listed here. :

Several WRA employees and visitors to the centers who  were in the area  
outside the administration building at the time the crow d was forming were  
approached by some of the evacuees directing the movements  of the crowd and told  
to go inside the building. Aside from Dr, Pedicord, however, no WR A employees  
or visitors were beaten or injured during this incident,  The evacuee employees  
in the administration office left their work. A few individ uals reported they  
saw knives and clubs in the hands of some of the evacuees.■ The gre at majority  
of WRA personnel reported following the meeting that th ey had seen no weapons  
of any kind.

After dispersal of the crowd on. Monday afternoon, a calm m arked by some  
evidence of sub-surface tension•prevailed.in the evacu ee community for  
approximately three days. Orders were sent out following the Monda y meeting  
forbidding any meetings or.assembly of eyacueès in the ad ministrative area.

internal security force was strengthened and author ity was given for any  
member of the internal-security staff., under certain  specified conditions, to  
summon.the-.Army directly without consultatiori with the prô  ject director or any  
'other superior officer.

X-22808
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On Thursday afternoon, November 4, work was started on a fenc e separating  
the evacuee community from the section of the center where the administrative  
buildings are located and WRA staff members are housed. That eve ning a crowd of  
about 400 evacuees, mainly young men -- many of them armed wit h clubs — r entered  
the administration area. Most of the crowd entered the wareh ouse area, A few  
entered the motor poll area and some surrounded the project  director’s residence..  
The advance of this crowd was resisted by several WRA inter nal security officers,  
one of whom tripped, struck his head on a stone, and was then st ruck by evacuees  
with clubs . No other persons were injured. As the crowd closed in a round Mr.  
Best's home, he telephoned Lt. Col, Verne Austin, commandi ng officer of the mili�
tary unit outside the center, and asked the Army to assu me full control of the  
project area. Troops entered the center at once.

7* During and immediately following the evacuee meet ing on Monday, a number of  
the WRA staff became apprehensive concerning their pers onal safety. Most of them  
remained calm but a few became almost hysterical. All w ere offered the opportunity  
to !leave the center until they felt secure in. returning there, and a number of  
them did so . Since the inóident on Monday, twelve people have resigned voluntarily,  
and two have resigned or were separated at the request of the A uthority.

� . A  large number of the evacuees at Tule lake are citizens of  the United States,  
with the constitutional rights of citizens. Many of them are c hildren under 17>  
and they, together with a very large number of the adults, have no responsibile  
part in the recent events.

In presenting this factual statement, the War Relocation Authori ty wants to  
emphasize that reports of the events at Tule Lake aré being watched in Tokyo.  
Already some of the recent newspaper accounts have been use d by the Japanese  
Government for propaganda purposes. There is every possibility that they may be  
used as a pretext for retaliatory action against Americ an civilians and prisoners  
of war under Japanese control. Under these circumstances, it is imp erative that  
the situation at Tule Lake be handled with a scrupulo us regard for accuracy.

9- In view of the serious international implications in t he situation at Tule  
Lake, the War Relocation Authority has been particularly careful in preparing the  
information contained in this statement. There have been so many  exaggerated,  
even hysterical, reports that the staff at Tule Lake, confro nted with an otherwise  
complicated and difficult situation, has been able to verit y conclusively only the  
information presented in this statement. As this is written, furt her investiga�
tion is being made to check the accuracy of many of the all egations that have ap�
peared in the press and to complete this story in all its per tinent details. The  
major events, however, have now been fully documented and can for the first time  
be presented to the public in an official statement.
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Release for À.M. Papers, Sunday, November 14, 1943

OFFICE OF WAR INFORMATION

WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

Dillon Director of the War Relocation Authority, todsy issued
the following statement regarding the events that occurred between November  
and November 4 at the Tule Lake Center in northern California:

!• Tule Lake is the only center maintained by the War Relocat ion
Authority for segregation purposes. It was established originally 
in 1942 as one of 10 relocation centers for persons of Japanese 
ancestry who were evacuated from the West Coast military area. In 
September of this year, however, it was made the focal point in a 

' segregation program carried out by the War Relocation- Authority and 
since that time has occupied a peculiar status among WRA centers,

. During February and March of this year, a registratio n prpgram 
was conducted at all relocation centers for the purpose of accu mulating 
information on the background and attitudes of all adult residents.
As part of this program, citizen evacuees at the centers were Ques�
tioned concerning their allegiance to the United States, and alien 
evacuees were auestioned about their willingness to abide by the  
Nation’s laws. After the results of registration were compiled a nd 
analyzed, WRA began a program to separate from the bulk of the 
population at relocation centers, those evacuees who have indicated  
by word or action that their loyalties lie with Japan.

Four major groups were designated for segregation:

(1) Those who reouested repatriation or expatriation to
. - Japan; • .

( �) Citizens who refused during registration to state un�
qualified allegiance to the United States and aliens 
who refused to agree to abide by the laws of the United 
States;
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(3) Those with intelligence records or other records 
indicating* that they might endanger the national 
security or interfere with the v;ar effort;

(4) Close relatives of persons in the above three 
groups who expressed a preference to remain with 
the segregants rather than disrupt family ties.

The major movement of segregants into Tule Lake from other WRA 
centers and of non-segregants from Tule Lake to other WRA centers was 
started in early September and completed about the middle of October.
The process, which was carried out jointly by WRA and the Army, entirely 
without incident, involved the movement of approximately ����� evacuees 
from other centers into Tule Lake and the removal from Tule Lake to 
other centers of approximately the same number. Slightly more than 
����� residents of Tule Lake who had been designated for segregation or 
who wished to remain with segregated relatives were retained there.. At 
the present time, there are at the Manzanar Relocation  Center in Calif�
ornia approximately 1,900 evacuees who are awaiting transfer to  Tule 
Lake. They will be transferred as soon as necessary hous ing can be 
completed, probably in the early part of 1944.

�. The A m y  has the responsibility of providing full prot ection of the area 
surrounding the Tule Lake Center. A man-proof fence surrounds the ex�
ternal boundaries of the.center; troops patrol that fence; other nec es�
sary facilities are at all times in readiness. In September, when Tule 
Lake was transformed into a segregation center, the Army subst antially 
increased the number of troops assigned to muard duty at the center and 
built the present man-proof fence around the external boundary outs ide 
the ordinary wire fence which was erected at the time of the center’s 
establishment. At this time also additional military eouipment.  was 
provided.

During the recent disturbance at the Tule Lake Center, the War 
Relocation Autnority and the A m y  have been in constant contact re�
garding necessary safety measures. Special arrangements were made for 
prompt communication between the VvRA staff and the officer  commanding 
the troops at Tule Lake.

Like all WRA centers, Tule Lake has been operated, ever sinc e the 
time of its establishment in 1942, under the terns of an agreemen t be- 

' tween WRA and the War Department. WRA is responsible for all phases of  
internal administration of the center. , The -Army, from t he beginning 
has been responsible for guarding the external boundaries of  the center, 
and for controlling the entry and departure of all persons of  Japanese 
descent.

WRA maintains order within the center through civilian guards 
assisted by a staff of evacuees. The understanding with the Army pro�
vides that when a show of greater force is necessary to mai ntain order 
within the center, WRA will call upon the Army to move inside the center 
and take full control.
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3. Immediately following the segregation movement, some of  the evacuees 
at the Tule Lake Center began to create difficulties. All available 
evidence indicates that a small, well-organized group -- composed 
©hiefly of persons transferred to Tule Lake from the other centers 
-- was attempting to gain control of the community and disrupt the 
orderly process of administration. Against this background/a 
serious accident- occurred at the center on October 15. A truck 
carrying 29 evacuee workers and driven by an evacuee, was ov er-turned 
while attempting to pass another truck on the road from the centdr 
to the 'V»HA farm. All occupants of the truck were injured and one * 
of them subseauently died. On the day following the a ccident, no 
evacuee workers reported for duty at the farm.

For a period of approximately 10 days thereafter, work on 
the harvesting of crops stopped, but no formal representations w ere 
made to WRA by evacuee workers. Then on October 25, a group of 
evacuees wtio claimed to represent the community met with Project 
Director Ray Best and submitted a series of Questions and demands. 
Anonm other things, this committee asked whether the residents of 
Tule were regarded by the United States Government as prisoners of 
war and stated that the residents would not engage in the harvesting 
of crops for use at other WRA centers. Project Director Best told 
the committee: (l) that the residents of Tule Lake were regarded as 
segregants and not as prisoners of war, (2) that uRA does not operate 
on the basis of demands, and (3) that if the residents of Tule Lake 
were unwilling to harvest the crops, some other metho d of harvesting 
them would be found.

Faced with the onset of winter and the possibility of losing 
approximately $500,000 worth of vegetables, VvRA immediatel y began 
recruiting loyal evacuees from other centers to carry out the 
harvesting work at Tule Lake. , A crew7 of 234 was recruite d and is 
still engaged in harvesting work on the Tule Lake farm. These 
evacuees are quartered outside the boundaries of the center , wholly 
apart from the population of the center.

4. On the morning of Monday, November 1, D. S, Myer, Natio nal Director 
the ^ar Relocation Authority, and Robert B. Cozzens, Assistant 

Director of the Authority in $an Franci sco, arrived at the Tule Lake 
center for an inspection and consultation with key V»R A staff members 
and with evacuee representatives. The original arrangement called 
for Mr. Myer and Mr. Cozzens to meet.with evacuee representatives 
on the day following their arrival. However, during the lunch hour, 
a report was received by Project Director Best that certain evacuees 
were making unauthorized announcements in the evacuee messhalls . 
Residents wdre being told, according to this report, that Mr. Mye r 
was to make a speech from the main administration building sho rtly 
after lunch. On receiving this report, Mr. Myer and Mr. Best i mme�
diately made a quick automobile inspection trip through the evacuee 
section of the center. They observed that large numbers of men, 
women and children w/ere proceeding in an orderly manne r from the 
evacuee barracks in the direction of the administration building.
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By 1:30 p.m., M.r» Mver and Mr. Best had returned to the' 
administration building and a crowd estimated between 3,500 and 
4,Ô00 had congregated immediately outside. One young man from the 
evabuee group then entered the administration building and asked 

'whether a committee.of 17 evacuees might have a conference with Mr. 
Myer. This reauest was granted, and Mr* Myer, Mr. Cozzens, Mr.
Best and other staff members met m  th the committee. The committee 
presented a series of demands including the resignation of project 
director Best end several other WRA staff members at the cente r.

$hile the discussion T/vas going on, word was received that a 
group of about a dozen evacuees had entered the center hospital and 
beaten the Chief Medical Officer, Dr. Reece M. Pedicord. The con�
ference was interrupted while one WRA staff member left the adm inis�
tration building, passed through the crowd, and went to th e hospital 
for a check-up on the situation there. After this man had ret urned—  
wholly unmolested —  with the report that Dr. Pedicord had been 
badly battered but was receiving adequate medical attention a nd that 
order prevailed in the hospital, the conference was resumed. Mean�
while, a small group of evacuees had gone into the administration 
building and installed a public address system with T/V,TRA permission.

At the conclusion of the conference, Director Myer was aske d 
to address the crowd briefly over the address system and agreed to

do so. Mr. Myer told the crowd substantially what he had told the 
committee: (l) that WRA would consider requests made by the evac�
uee population provided they were in the framework of nation al 
policy; (2) that WRA would not accede to demands; ( �) that WRA was 
under the impression that the majority of residents at Tule  Lake 
wanted to live in a peaceful and orderly atmosphere; ( �) that if 
the residents of the center could not deal peacefully with 'WRA they  
would have to deal with someone else; and'( 	) that once the segre�
gation process was wholly completed with the movement from Manz anar, 
the community at Tule Lake should attempt to select a committee —- -*■  
more directly representative of its wishes than the curr ent one —  
to deal with the “War Relocation Authority. After Mir. Myer had con�
cluded his remarks, two members of the evacuee committee addressed 
the crowd briefly in Japanese. Immediately following the completion 
of these speeches, at about 4î30 p.m., the crowd broke up auickly 
and peacefully and returned to family living quarters. During the 
entire conference and the time when committee members were addres s�
ing the crowd, a member of the War Relocation Authority staf f who 
is fully competent in the Japanese language was present and was 
able to indicate to Mr. Myer and Mr. Best the nature of all remarks 
made in Japanese. . .
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5. While the meeting was in progress in the administration bu ilding 
a number of automobiles at the center were slightly damaged. Some 

■ * of those automobiles belonged to visitors- and sdme to WRA  person�
nel. One visitor reported .that a window of his car  was broken and 
a sun visor removed. (This statement has hot been verified by’ 
other evidence.-} A door handle was broken off one car. Radio 
aerials - were removed from two cars and windshield wipers  from about 
twelve cars. Air was released from tires of several cars. The 
paint on two cars was scratched.

• the struggle during which Dr. Pedicord was beaten, a 
wooden railing in the hospital office was knocked down. A careful 

• investigation has revealed no reliable evidence of any prope rty 
damage during this incident other than that listed hero,

Several TIRA employees and visitors to tho centor who were 
in tho.area outside the administration building at the ti me the 
crowd was forming were approached by some of tho evacuee s direct�
ing the movements of the crowd and told to go inside the building. 
Aside from Dr. Pedicord, however, no WRA employees or visitors 
were beaton or injured during this incident. The evacuee employees 
in tho administration office left their work, A few individual' s 
reported they saw knives and clubs in the hands of some of the ' 
evacuees. The great majority of WRA personnel reported following 
the meeting that they had seen no weapons of any kind.

.6. After dispersal of the crowd on Monday afternoon, a calm ma rked 
by some evidence of sub-surface tension prevailed in t ho evacuee 
community for■ approximately three days. Orders wore sent ou t fol�
lowing tne Monday mooting forbidding any meetings or a ssembly of 
evacuees in tho administrative area. Tho internal security force 
was strengthened and authority was given for any member of t he in�
ternal security staff, under certain specified conditions, to su m�
mon tho Army directly without consultation with tho Proj ect 
Director or any other superior officer.

On Thursday afternoon, November 4, work was started on a 
fenco separating tho evacuee community from tho section of the 
center whore the administrative buildings are located and WRA st aff 
members are housed. That evening a crowd of about 400 evacuees, 
mainly young men -- many of them armed .with clubs —  ente red the 
administration area. Most of the crowd entered the wareho use area. 
A few entered the motor pool area and some surrounded the Project 
Director’s residence. The advance of this crowd was resisted by 
several WRA internal security officers, one of whom tripped, struck 
his head on a, stone, and was then struck by evacuees with c lubs.
No other persons were injured. As the crowd closed in around Mr. 
Best’s home, he telephoned L t . Col. Verne Austin, commandi ng of�
ficer of the military unit outside the center, and asked the Army 
to assume full control of the project area. Troops entered the  
center at once.
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7. During and immediately following the,.evacuee, me eting on Monday, 
a number of the. WRA staff became apprehensiye conc erning their 
personal safety. Most, of them remained calm -but .-a few bec ame 
almost hysterical. All were offered the opportunity to leave' 
the conter until they felt secure in returning there, and a 
number of them did so. Since the incident on Monday, twelve 
people have resigned voluntarily, and two have resigned or were 
separated at the request of the Authority.

8. A largo number of the evacuees at Tulo Lake arc citizens of the 
United States, with the constitutional rights of citizens. Many 
of them are children under 17, and they, together with a v ery 
large number of the adults, have no responsible part in the recent 
event s .

In presenting this factual statement, the War Relocation 
Authority wants to emphasize that reports of the events at Tule 
Lake are being watched in Tokyo. Already some of the recent 
newspaper accounts have been used by the Japanese Government for  
propaganda•purposes. There is every possibility that t hey may be 
used as a pretext for retaliatory action against American ci vilians 
and prisoners of war under Japanese control. Under these circum�
stances, it is imperative that the situation at Tule Lake be 
handled with a scrupulous regard for accuracy.-

9. In view of the serious internationa.l implications in the situation
at Tula Lake, the War Relocation Authority has boeil part icularly 
careful in preparing the information contained in this statement. 
There have been so many exaggerated, even hysterical, reports that 
the staff at Tule Lake, confronted with an otherwise complicated 
and difficult situation, has been, able to verify conclusively onlv  
the information presented in this statement. As this is written,' 
further investigation is being made to chock the accuracy of many 
of the allegations that have appeared in the press and to complete , 
this story in all its pertinent details. The major events, how�
ever, have now boon fully documented and can for the first time bo 
presented to the public in an official statement. ......



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

INFORMATION SERVICE

For Release at NOON, THURSDAY, APRIL 13, 1944.

Secretary of the Interior Harold L. Ickes issued the following 
statement in San Francisco today regarding the program of the War Re lo�

cation Authority;

"Immediately after the President, on his own motion, transferred 
the War Relocation Authority to the Department of the In terior, we began 
to study its policies and administration. I have recognized  from the be�
ginning the difficulty and complexity of the problems, and I realize  
that the manner of their treatment is of vital importance, not only to 
the thousands of Japanese Americans who are immediatel y involved, but to 
the American civilians who are interned by the Japanese and the families 
of these Americans. The character and reputation of o ur own democracy 
are also involved,

"The War Relocation Authority was given an unenviable job. It was 
not responsible for the evacuation of the Japanese Americans from  the West 
Coast. That was a military decision. The War Relocation Authority  was 
given the job of providing for the care and. welfare of th e people who were 
uprooted and transferred and of arranging for the restorat ion to normal 
life of those among them who are the blameless victims of  a war-time pro�
gram. I think that there can be no doubt that the program has, in ge neral, 
been handled -with discretion, humanity and -wisdom. FR A did not persecute 
those people, and it made no attempt to punish those of a different race 
who wore not responsible for what has boon happening in th e far Pacific.
The War Relocation Authority — - mako no mistake about it - - has boon cri�
ticized for not engaging in this sort of a lynching party* Under my juris- . 
diction, it will not be stampeded into undemocratic, bestial, inhuman action. 
It will not bo converted into an instrument of revenge or racial -warfare.

"There is a place in this -war for deserved anger and for punishment.
I have on many occasions called for the punishment of the ■ '.wa r criminals 
whether they have committed their outrages under Tojo.and the fiendish 
military caste of Japan, or under Hitler. Lot us see that the gu ilty are 
mado to feel the heavy hand of justice; but let us not degrade ourselves 
by injuring innocent, defenseless people. To do this would be to lower 
ourselves to the level of the fanatical Nazis and Japanese war lords.  
Civilization expects more from us than from them,

"In resisting the onslaughts of those who -would have the War Reloc a�
tion Authority imitate the savageries of the ruling factions in the nations 
with which we are at war, I am sure that wo have the support of virtually 
all Americans, I am particularly grateful to those groups and individuals



2

on tho West Coast who have been bravo enough and Christian enough to spoak 
out against the vindictive, bloodthirsty onslaughts of profes sional race 
mongers•

’’All of the Japanoso Americans who wore evacuated fro m the- West 
Coast have undergone and are undergoing a most intensive investigation.
Thoso concerning whom there is any basis whatever for a suspicion of dis�
loyalty have been sent to internment camps or arc being segregated at Tule 
Lake, This segregation process is virtually complete, and the thousands of 
Japanosc Americans who remain at the other centers are, by all reasonable 
tests, loyal American citizens or law-abiding aliens. They arc ontitlcd 
to be treated as such. Those who do not believe in accordin g these people 
tho rights and privileges to which they arc entitled under o ur laws do not 
believe in tho Constitution of the United States.

’’All of us rocognizo that, in time cf war, we are subject to orders .  
and restraints which would be intolerable in time of  peace. All of us —  
regardless of race or religion —  arc subject to tho overridin g-demands of 
military necessity in time of war. No one who is loyal to tho Un ited States 
objects to this. But when military necessity does not require it, no ono of 
us who is an American citizen or a loyal alien can be dep rived of his rights 
under tho lav;. I believe that the only justifiable reason for conf inement 
of a citizen in a democratic nation is the evidence tha  t the individual 
might endanger tho wartime security of tho nation.

’’The major emphasis in Waif Relocation Authority operations is  now on 
restoring tho people of all WRA centers except Tule Lake as rapidly as 
possible to private life. Over 20,000 people have already loft the centers 
to make now homos and engage in now jobs in hundreds of communities stretched 
all of tho way from Spokane, Washington, to -Boston, Massachus etts. These 
relocated evacuees arc establishing themselves in cities and on farms a nd 

many have indicated that they plajj to remain in their no w locations' during 
tho post-war period. Thus the relocation program is c ontributing to a more 
widespread dispersal of Japanoso Americans throughou t the country.

’’We must all face the problem of the eventual status and treatment  
of thoso Americans of Japanosc descent who wore taken from their homos and 
transported to evacuation camps. Most of them, after a thorou gh investi�
gation, the doubts being resolved in favor of segregating thom^ have been 
proved to bo loyal and devoted to this Nation. It is intolerable t o think 
thkt these people will be excluded from a normal life in this c ountry for 
long. It is intolerable to think that merely because they resided on tho 
WTost Coast —  in California, or Washington, or Oregon —  they must be  wards 

of the Government for one moment longer than the necessities of wa r require.
I knov; of no-virus in these throe States vhich has infected th orn sc that 
they must be treated differently than tho Japanese Americans who reside in 
other Statos * And^it is intolerable to think that docent people Wo uld sug�
gest that this Nation -would for a moment consider sending lo yal Americans 
of Japanese descent to a land which most of them have never soon and in wh ich 
most of them have no interest*



"To a largo oxtont this is a local problem. It is a problem of you  
people in California, in Washington and in Oregon, I hope that the clamor 
of those few among you who are screaming that this situation should be ro- 
sclvcd on tho basis of prejudice and hate will soon bo overwhelmed  by the 
stern remonstrances of those among you -- an overwhelming majo rity —  who 
believe in fair play and decency, Christianity, in tho principles of 
America, in tho Constitution of tho United States,"
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JAPANESE-AMERICANS IN ITALY "DEADLY BUNCH," OFFICER REPOR TS

Reports on the fighting spirit of the 100th Infantry Battalion, c omposed of 
American soldiers of Japanese descent on the Italian front, were brou ght back to 
this country recently by Captain Issac A, Kawasaki, Medical Corps, who was surgeon 

for the battalion until a leg wound necessitated his evacuation*

’’The Japanese-Americans now fighting in Italy are a deadly bunch,” he 
asserted* ’’Most of them were born in Hawaii and have never seen Japan* Many lost 
jnembers of their families in -the Eearl Harbor attack and their  feelings toward 
Japan are the same as the feelings of any other Americans* Besi des being loyal 
American citizens, they fully realize the suspicion with which all Japanese in 
this country are regarded since the Pearl Harbor attack* They are out to fig ht 
for their country, which is America, and to prove themselves to their f ellow 

citizens. They are doing it.

"The Japanese-American outfit in Italy is highly re spected by other Ameri�
can troops. This bunch wanted to fight the Japs, an d was keenly disappointed when 
they learned that they would not be sent into the P acific theater."

Illustrating the determination with which the members o f his old unit 
fight, Captain Kawasaki told of one soldier who ran away fro m a base hospital 
after four days’ treatment for wounds* He rejoined M s  comrades at  the front 
and shortly afterward was severely wounded in the abdo men by shell fragments.
He walked and crawled three miles to a first aid station.

Captain Kawasaki was born in Honolulu, of Japanese parents, and was 
educated in the United States. He received his medi cal education at the University 

of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, Ohio.

When Pearl Harbor was attacked, Captain Kawasaki was serving in the Army 
as a surgeon at Tripler General H0Spital, Honolulu. In June, 1942, he was 
ordered to take command of the training of a medical unit o f Japanese-Americans 
and was sent to Africa with this unit at the time of the Sicil ian campaign.

Captain Kawasaki was wounded when he was caring for  casualties at an 
observation post on the front lines* Wearing a brac e on his injured leg, he now 
has been assigned to limited service at Kennedy Gen eral Hospital, Memphis,

Tennessee•
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THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT' OF TI3E INTERIOR
WAR RELOCATION ADTEPRITY
201 Sheldon Building
461 Market Street
San Francisco 5, California

Telephone Doughlas 8173 - Ext. 30 FOR .RELEASE May 11, 1344 ________

SAN FRANCISCO, May 11 - Nearly 73 per cent of America n born Japanese 

have never visited Japan, a cross-section of the recor ds of the War Relocation 

Authority show in a recent study made by that agency, it was revealed here to �

day by Robert B. Cozzens, Assistant Director in charge of the Tfest Coast area«

WRA has completed a study of Japanese aliens and American c itizen« of 

Japanese ancestry under its jurisdiction* A total of 27,100 case s— one fourth 

of the total number originally confined in war relocatio n centers--wcro chocked*

Of this number, 9,144 wore born in Japan and 17,956 were born in  the United 

States. The figures indicate that two-thirds are American c itizens*

Of the 17,956 cases studied, 13,059, or nearly 73 per cent, ha ve nover 

visited Japan.

Of the 4,897 who have been in Japan, 2,583, or nearly 53 pe r cent of the 

visiting total, have had no schooling thero* And 2,187, or less th an one**eighth, 

have had moro than throe years of Japanese schooling. Of the age gr oup 20-40, 

approximately one-fourth of the American-born have had  three or more years of 

schooling in Japan,

,Figures show that the ratio of the total American—born to those ha ving some 

schooling in Japan is 17,956 to 2,314. For those under 21 years of age , the 

ratio is 10,268 to 216, or 1 in 50.

"The records show that during the moro impressionable educational years —  

elementary, high school and junior collogo— these youth aro receiving th eir edu�

cation in America under the democratic tradition,*’ said Assistant Di rector Cozzens.

This; is the group about whom Carl Sandburg recently wroto in q uoting a 

missionary’s letter: ’The lot of the Nisei in Japan was not  wholly a happy one*
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Thcir relatives and frionds woro bewildered and annoyed b y those strango 

young people -who looked like Japanese but acted and thought like A mericans«™

The ago distribution of Japanese aliens and Japanese Americans is sig nifi�

cant. Of the total 38 per cent, or 10,323 are under 21 years of age;: 70 p er 

cent or 18,901 are under forty years. Of tho 9,144 foreign born, 7,986— 87 pe r 

cent— arc over forty years, •while tho American born show just  tho reverse with 

99 per cent undor 40 years*



CLASSIFICATION

by nativity, residence  
and education in Japan

<
Total

Under  
¿u vrs.

¿0-39
yrs.

40 yrs.  
or over Total

Under 40-39  
¿0 yrs. yrs.

40 yrs. Per cent each subtotal  
or over entry of ¿rana total

Totals ¿7,ieU 10,343 8,578 3,199 loo 38.1 3a.7 30.3 100

Foreign born 9,i44 '55 1,103 7,986 100 .6 ±¿.1 87.3 33.7

American born i7,056 ������ 7,175 213 100 57.4 ���� a .2 66.3

i,c; Never in Japan i3 , e»59 ����� 4,046 100 ��� 68.3 3a. 0 .8 �� .±

(a; Visitea Japan 1,897 1,355 3, ��� 113 10u 47.7 70.0 ¿.3 ±8.1

Wo schooling 4,583 i,i39 1,389 55 100 44.6 53.8 ¿ .1 9.5

Some schooling ¿,314 rl6 ����� 58 ��� 9.3 88.4 4.5 8.54
1-4 y rs . 127 32 94 � ��� 25.4 74.0 �� .47

(u j � or moie yrs. b̂, <.,±87 ��� 1,946 57 ��� ��� ���� ��� 8.07
n n a m g  rrior to i ��o 782 u 727 55 ��� � 94.9 7.0 4.80

ending i 93 o - i 934 583 4 578 � ��� .7 99.1 �� ¿. 15
ending xo �	 or later ���� I �� ��� � ��� ���� 78.0 .a 3.o3

{u)  oi the 4,8o7, ����� v 54*8%; were in Japan less tnan 	 y ears, and �����  ̂45. ¿¡fo ; were tnere 	 years or more.

0>) Of the ¿,187 who hah 3 or more years scnooaing, 093 (45*5%; attended eiem entary  
attended both -elementary and high school, �� (a.i/oj attended nigh school onay,

scnoox  
ana j .56

other schools .

onay, j.,ul3 ^46.3/<o
( 7 » l%  ̂ attended

(c; 7¿.8/o (13,u59/i7,956j of ail American—born Japanese nave ne ver visited Japan.
54.1% (4,046/7,475) of American-born Japanese aged ¿o-30 have never  visited Ja^an.
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OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

For Immediate Release TO PM’s OF WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 1944 *

An American doughboy’s solution of how to handle those wh o would prevent  
the relocation of Japanese American citizens from evacuee center s into the normal  
stream of American life, was received today by Secre tary of the Interior Harold L*  
Iekes direct from the front lines of the Italian theater of war*

The writer, Corporal J, H. Kety, of the United States Army, la id his rifle  
aside to pen the following:

nMky I suggest that you send all those narrow-minded, bigoted, u n-Americans  
over here to relieve the 100th Infantry Battalion of the 3 4th Division?”

The 100th Infantry Battalion, composed of American soldiers of  Japanese  
descent, has one of the proudest records of the war. Out of the battalio n 
(1,000 men) 900 have been awarded Purple Hearts for wounds suffered in battle$
36 have been honored with ¿he Silver Starj 21 have won Bronze Stars, and 3 wear  
the Distinguished Service Cross,

Secretary Ickes’ reply to Corporal Kety read, in part, as follows:

’’Thank you for your letter. It is quite apparent that you know  what you  
are fighting for -.�

xxx

P.N. 71619



Department of the Interior  
War Relocation Authority  

461 Market Street  
San Francisco 5, California

... Washington Post of July
The following editorial from The *a - o Japan9se and

the issues iOT0^ s t  oasffor evacu^tion, relocation and  
cans living on the west coas-c xor
exclusion from their homes.

1944, analyzes
Japanese-Ameri-

continued

EXCLUSION TEST

���� one, we thin,, will seriously

of the United States^ is in “ “ X f l t e d ^ r o m  their homes in t hat area be- 
American citizens, who T®r® ®j ° ese descent, are still forbidden to 
cause they happened to ?. Dretext that a danger of invasion
return, by military deoree, on the^p continued exclusion has at

exists. A case testing the State of California. All

last been brouf *. know the facts in this case and ought to
Americans, we beliove, ougfrt
ponder It,  implications for their own freedom.

-One of the plaintiffs, an American citizen of Japanese

a woman named Shizuko Shiramizu. citizen was awarded the Purp le Heart 
Eoyoshi Shiramizu, also an me Unlied states Army in Italy and
for vjounds incurred in ser „ f her brothers are now serving
subsequently died from these shiramizu herself has

in the armed forces War R^looltion Authority and has been
been carefully investigated by the » r  tried by no
adjudged completely l o y a U o  -  c o * 5 . « «  » ^  ^  ^  oid 5ound

court and has committed no ollense, w  
and is spelled in a peculiar, foreign way.

"Mrs. Shiramizu would like to until5 ŝhe“
to be California, where she was born and 1 ^  This attachmen t

was evacuated) and earned hor living ri 56ems neither unnatural

to the neighborhood of hor . ad 0f the Western Defense Co m-

nor unAmerican. But the or the ̂ presence of any
mand says that her prf5^ 0® in “ ¿ 4 ,  endanRer the s'eourity of the United 
persons with names liko hers , rY„ ent in the military situ ation on
States. He has acknowledged an imp restrictive orders which were

the west coast b y n o t  feel that he can safely permit Hr.. 

S h f r a m i z u ^ r ^ t u ^ t o  t r  husband's House.

M,It is one of the functions of the ^ m i l i t a r y *  officers,
protect Americans against a rb :^aryac t .  o f^h is  ^  ^  day 

We hope, therefore, that Mr . Yfill be studied and assessed. A
and that the real issues of this order b tho commanding general of

year ago, the Supreme J»ur^ ™9- sing a curfew"on all persons of Japanese 
the Western Defense Command mpo.ing ar that it justified a racial

descent. In doing so, howeve , ^  d of an emergency situation
discrimination of this soru oiu.y



and an urgent national danger* »Except under conditions of great emer�
gency, * said Mr, Justice Murphy, »a regulation of this kind applic able  
solely to citizens of a particular racial extraction -woul d not be regarded  
as in accord with the requirement of due process of law contained in the  
fifth amendment • « • When the danger is past, the restriction s imposed  
on them should bo promptly removed and their freedom of ac tion fully  
restored,»

"From this and from other opinions written by his colleague s in the  
same caso, it appears patent that the Supreme Court would not counten ance  
the continued exclusion of Japanoso-Americans from the west coas t in the  
absence of any real and present danger* If the exclusion is ba sed on  
nothing more than racial hostility, then it raises an ugly threat to the  
fundamental principles of American life® It bears, as Mr# Justice Murphy  
pointed out elsewhere in his opinion on the curfew case, * a melancholy  
resemblance to the treatment accorded members of the Je vnsh race in Ger�
many and in other parts of Europe** If the freedom of citize ns can be  
restricted because of the spelling of their names, then none of us can  
claim more than a temporary and illusory hold upon freedom.

8022044



Press Release  
December 17, 1944

The Commanding General of the Western Defense Command  at  

2 P. M. today revoked the Japanese mass evacuation o rder, to be  

effective January second.

Upon being informed of the action Governor Warren promp tly  

notified all Chiefs of Police and Sheriffs and call ed upon all public  

officials to join in an effort to develop uniform plans to prevent  

intemperate action and to promote cheerful complian ce with the  

military decision. The Governor issued the following statement:  

uThe decision of the Commanding General of the Wester n  

Defense Command to revoke the mass Japanese evacuat ion order and to  

permit the return of those who have established the ir loyalty to the  

satisfaction of the Army is based on the military si tuation as it  

exists today and is therefore to be respected and care fully complied  

with by the government and people of this State as w ere prior orders  

on the same subject. I sun sure that all Americans will join in pro �

tecting constitutional rights of the individuals in volved and will  

maintain an attitude that will discourage friction and prevent civil  

disorder. It is the most important function of citiz enship, as well  

as government, to protect constitutional rights and to  maintain order.  

In this situation both must combine to accomplish tha t result,

ftAny public unrest that develops from provocative statements  

or civil disturbances that result from intemperate acti on v/ill of  

necessity retard the war effort and particularly th e flow of needed  

materials to our boys in the Pacific who are moving steadily but at  

great sacrifice toward their ultimate goal - Tokyo,

uMost California families have a boy or girl in the  armed  

forces. Military decisions such as these are designe d for their  

ultimate success and speedy return to the homeland.  As civilians,  

it is our duty to comply with such decisions as loya lly and as  

cheerfully as they do.M



'  Department of the Interior 
War Relocation Authority 
Room 202, Sheldon Building 
461 Market Street 

San Francisco 5, California

RELEASE FOR PUBLICATION A XT TIME AFTER 9:00 AM EWT, Monday* December 18,. 1944*

Seoretary of the Interior, Harold L. Ickes today issued the following statem ents

"The Western Defense Command’s action in revoking the blanket  exclusion order 
for persons of Japanese ancestry on the Pacific Coast me ans in a simpler (?) term 
that the War -uolocation Authority will immediately expand its relocation program to 
cover the entire country, including the West Coast. It most definite ly does'not 
mean tnat tnere will be a hasty mass movement of all evacu ees back into the coastal 
area. The War Relocation Authority will continue and intensify  its efforts to re�
locate injoarts of the country other than the West Coast those loya l and law-abiding 
persons of Japanese' ancestry who are willing to parti cipate in this program. It will 
also aid those who prefer to -exercise their legal and mora l rights to return to the 
West Coast,

’’The persons who are eligible for relocation or return t o the West Coast have 
l een found by tho Army authorities to bo lo �ral citizens or law-abiding aliens. They 

are entitled to their lull constitutional and legal rights and per haps -to something 
more than ordinary consideration becauso they have rea lly suffered as a direct re�
sult of the War. In a real.sense, those people, too, pore drafted by their Country. 
They v/ore uprooted from their homos, substantially depriv ed of an opportunity to 
load a normal life. They are casualties of war,

’It is the responsibility of every American worthy of c itizenship in this groat 
nation to do everything that ho can to make easier the return to  normal life- of° 
these people who have boon cleared by tho Army authorities. By our conduct toward  
them wo will bo judged bjr all people of tho world.

I  call upon state and local officials throughout the Country a nd especially on 
the West Coast and on public and private agencies to assist in the ono rmous task of 
returning these people to ordinary community life. I bol ievo that tho response will 
bo enthusiastic and whole hearted and I particularly hope that wo may see veterans» 
organizations, like the American Legion, church and welfare groups in tho  forefront 
of those who will consider it their responsibility to aid those people and bv so 
doing bo snow their devotion to the American principles of cha rity, justice and 
democracy.

All tho ovidence^available at the Relocation Centers indicates that the majori�
ty of tho evacuee residents have not yet finally decided whether to return to their 
former homos or relocate elsewhere and that most of those who will event ually elect 
to go back will need considerable time in making nec essary arrangements before they 
can actually leavo the Centers. Tho War Relocation Authorit y is now formulating de�
tailed plans for keeping tho westward relocation movement on a gradual, ordorlv° 
systematic basis. J *

x ooplo of Japanese ancestry, bo-th at tho relocation centers and elsewhere  who 
have boon found eligible by the Western Defense Command for resi dence in the West 
Cô .st area are of course free to go back at any time* However, only those whose 
specific plains for resettlement in tho evacuated area arc ap proved by WRA will bo 
eligible for the travel assistance which the Authority now extends to those relocat�
ing in other parts of the country. This includos the payment of rail or bus fa ro 
to the point of relocation, and transportation of personal properties such as houso- 
ho 1d furni shing s.
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Statement issued by Secretary of the Interior, Harold L. Iekes.

Since most of the evacuees at the relocation centers have had little oppo rtunity to 
accumulate savings over the past 2-|- years they will doubtless need such assistance. 
Only a few evacuee«*, therefore, are expected to leave the Cente rs either for the 
West Coast or any other destination without first having their pl ans checked and 
apr> r o ve cl b y , WRA.

In view of the fact that evacuees were moved from their homes in 1942 by gov ern�
mental order, the War Rclocation Authority will make ass istance available to those 
evacuoos, both at tho centers and previously relocated who now have  urgent reasons 
and sound plans for returning to the West Coast area. Simultaneously, however, the 
Authority m i l  continuo and intensify its efforts to relocate evacuees in other 
sections. Ono of tho major riRA aims, from the beginning, has been to  encoujrage the 
widest possible dispersal of evacuees throughout the na tion and this will continue 
as a prime objective during tho final phase of the program.

Of the 110,000 people of Japanese descent originally evacuated, more  than 35,000 
have now relocated under WRA procedures outside the West Coa st area. This includes 
nearly 70,1  of tho American citizen evacuoos boyond tho ago of 17 who have b een eli�
gible for relocation. It also takes in nearly 2,500 Japanese-Americans who have been 
inducted into tho Army of the United States from roloco.tion centers, Tho great ma�
jority of the 35,000 relocated evacuoos have bocome satis factorily adjusted in thoir 
noW locations and wn.ll possibly want to stay whore they abo. Man y of them, in fact, 
wn.ll doubtless now/ make arrangements for having their parents and other family mem�
bers still at tho centers come out and rejoin them at their new ho mo.

Tho mass exclusion order is revoked and the great majority of ovacueos  are free 
to establish residence, anywhere in tho Unitod States, Tho Wa r Relocation Authority 
will now work to\vard an oarly liquidation of the rel ocation centers which wore os-

ovacuoos who aro incap-

tab 11 sh ori r;inr. lly for ho tempera ,ry maint ;ona:
will bo cl0 G: 0 cl in . le ss t hr. n six mont hs but i t i
writ hi '-a a v o-r rr*a j.1 und S h pi VO beon prov Idod to tho
assis tan co to 4- U ,s st rto d local wo Ifaro ag ;onc
able of S J lf~supp ort •

As th c, -t- hr H olo cati o r Authority • enters the
mediato a i ns, aim J1"1-’ i wi11 be to restore tho
Japan j S . ri o s c ont to a n orm al America n onvironma:
and t 0 cut dor.m g OVurnmont r\ xpoliditu res for the
of th nop ula tien • Its lo; ng range o bjectivo wi
ad jus to? ont ai� d a :nor Q g p ti sf actory n ationwide d:
ir s d oubtl es s too he avil \r COncentrat ed befor o t!

loyal and law-abiding ovacueos of

a displaced segment

the countrv.
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Press  Re lease  
De c e m b e r  17, 1944

The C o m m a n d i n g  G e n e r a l  of the W e s t e r n  De fense  Comma nd, at  

2 P. M. t o day  revoked  the Japanese  m a s s  e v a c u a t i o n  o rder,  to be  

e f fec t i ve  J a n u a r y  second.

U p o n  b e i n g  i n fo rmed  of  the a c t i o n  Go v e r n o r  W a r r e n  p r o m p t l y  

n o t i f i e d  a l l  Ch ie fs  of Po l i ce  a nd  Sher i f f s  and ca l l ed  u p o n  a l l  pub l i c  

o f f i c i a l s  to jo in  in an  e f fo r t  to deve lop  u n i f o r m  p lans  to p reven t  

i n tempera te  a c t i o n  a n d  to p r omo te  chee r fu l  comp l i an ce  w i t h  the  

m i l i t a r y  dec is ion .  The Go v e r n o r  i ssued  the f o l l o w i n g  statements

MThe d e c i s i o n  of the C o m m a n d i n g  Ge n e r a l  of the W e s t e r n  

Defense  C o m mand  to r evo k e  the m a s s  Japanese  e v a c u a t i o n  o rder  and  to  

pe rm i t  the r e t u r n  of  those w h o  have  e s t a b l i shed  the i r  l o y a l t y  to the  

s a t i s f a c t i o n  of  the  A m y  is b a s e d  on the m i l i t a r y  s i t u a t i o n  as it  

ex is ts  t o day  a n d  is t he re fo re  to be r e s p e c t e d  and c a r e f u l l y  co m p l i e d  

w i t h  b y  the gove rnmen t  and peop le  of  this Sta te  as were  p r i o r  o rders  

on the same subjec t .  I am  sure that  a l l  A m e r i c a n s  w i l l  j o in  in p r o �

tec t i ng  cons t i t u t i o n a l  r igh ts  of the ind i v idua l s  i n vo l ved  and  w i l l  

m a i n t a i n  an  a t t i t ude  that  w i l l  d i s c ou rage  f r i c t i on  a nd  p r e ven t  c iv i l  

disorder .  I t  Is the m o s t  impor tan t  f un c t i o n  of c i t i zensh ip ,  as we l l  

as government ,  to p r o t e c t  c o n s t i t u t i ona l  r i gh ts  and  to m a i n t a i n  order  

In  this s i t ua t i on  b o t h  m u s t  comb ine  to a c c o m p l i s h  t hat  resul t .

“A n y  pub l i c  un res t  that  deve lops  f rom p r o v o c a t i v e  s ta tements  

or c iv i l  d i s t u r b a n c e s  that  r esu l t  f rom in tempe ra te  ac t i on  w i l l  of  

n e c e s s i t y  r e ta rd  the w a r  e f fo r t  and  p a r t i c u l a r l y  th e f l ow of needed  

m a t e r i a l s  to our boys  in the Pac i f i c  who  are m o v i n g  s tead i l y  bu t  at  

grea t  sac r i f i ce  toward  the i r  u l t ima te  goa l  - Tokyo.

����Siost Ca l i f o r n i a  f ami l i es  have  a b o y  or g i r l  in the  a rmed

forces.  M i l i t a r y  dec i s i ons  such  as these are  d e s i g n e d  for tne i r  

u l t ima te  success a n d  s p e e d y  r e t u r n  to the home land .  As c i v i l i ans  

it is our d u t y  to c o m p l y  w i t h  such  dec i s i ons  as l o y a l l y  and  as  

c h e e r f u l l y  as they  d o . 11
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THE WAR DEPARTMENT'S ANNOUNCEMENT OF DECEMBER 17, 19

rescinding the mass exclusion orders against persons 
of Japanese anoestry formerly residing on the Paoifio Coast*

Full Text Of

o 0 o

^Favorable progress of the war in the Paoifio, as well  as other devel�
opments, has resulted in a determination by the commanding gener al of the 
Western Defense Command, with the approval of the War Department, th at the 
continued mass exclusion from the West Coast of persons  of Japanese anoes�
try is no longer a matter of military necessity*

"For this reason, mass exolusion orders under which persons of J apan�
ese ancestry were evacuated from the Paoifio Coast area in 1942 were revoked 
today through the issuance by Maj. Gen* Henry C* Pratt, commanding ge neral 
of the Western Defense Command, of Public Proclamation N o* 21*

’’The revocation order provides that any person of Japanese anoestry 
about whom information is available indicating a pro-Japanes e attitude will 
continue to be excluded on an individual basis* Those persons of Japan ese 
anoestry whose records have stood the tests of Army scrutiny during t he 
past two years will be permitted the same freedom of movemen t throughout the 
United States as other loyal citizens and law-abiding aliens*

’’The decision to revoke the exclusion orders, first applied o n March 24, 
1942, was prompted by military considerations* Since the evacuation, our 
armed forces steadily have pushed the enemy in the Paoifio farth er from our 
shores and closer to the Japanese home islands. Although hard fighting is 
ahead in the Paoifio, it no longer oan be said, as it could be said in 1942, 
that an enemy invasion of the West Coast on a large scale is a substantial 
possibility*

”In 1942, it wa3 impossible to make an immediate determinatio n of which 
persons of Japanese ancestry were loyal and which were not* Mass  treatment 
of all Japanese-Amerioans, therefore, was a necessary militar y precaution* 
Since that time, persons of Japanese anoestry who were evacuat ed from the 
coastal area have been thoroughly investigated from th e standpoint of loyalty 

probably more thoroughly than any other segment of our popul ation*

”As a result of these investigations, it has been possible to ma ke pro�
gress in separating those who may be dangerous from those who a re loyal to 
the United States* One of the first steps in this direction  was taken by the 
Army itself in selecting those persons of military age a mong the persons of 
Japanese anoestry who were acceptable for the Army, initially as vo lunteers 
and later under selective service* Many of these men were rec ruited from re�
location centers and many of them have families in the centers* Th e outstand�
ing reoord which these men have made fighting for the United St ates in Italy, 

in France and in the Pacific has shown conclusively t hat it is possible to 
make sound judgments as to their loyalty*

’’The War Department is awa?$ that the reoision of mass exolusion will 
create certain adjustment problems beyond military cons iderations* It be�
lieves however, that adequate solutions for these problems exist* The De�
partment of the Interior has informed the War Department that it intends to 
put into effect a program based on a gradual and orderly return to the West 
Coast and a vigorous continuation of its efforts to relooate  persons of Jap�

anese descent throughout the United States*

The War Department believes that the people of the Paoifio Coast area 
will accord returning persons of Japanese anoestry all the consi derations to 
which they are entitled as loyal citizens and law-abiding residen ts*w

Exceptions Made

Reasons Announced

o 0 o
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