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Dillon S. Myer, Director of the War Relocaticn Authority, today
issued the following statement:

The press recently has carried statements attributed to Robert
E. Stripling, identified as chief investigator of the Committee on
Un-American Activity, that spies and saboteurs have been releaged from
relocation centers. This statement reveals a complete ignorance of the
manner in which this agency is conducting its program.

Wo evacuee is permitted to leave a relocation center if there is
any indication that he would in any way endanger the national security.
The granting of permits to leave is handled very carefully on an indi-
vidual basis. We have records on all people over the age of 17 who are
being considered for leave; these records cover family relationships,
training, experience, contacts with Japan, and other pertinent facts.

In addition we have available and we utilize information from the
intelligence agencies of the government in determining whether or not there
is anything in the record of an evacuee which would make it undesirable for
him to live outside of a relocation center.

We presume that anyone having evidence of disloyal activity on
the part of relocated evacuees will transmit that information promptly
to the agencies of the government which are responsible for spprehending
dangerous persons. To our knowledge not one instance of disloyal activity
on the part of any of the twelve thousand persons of Japanese ancestry on
leave from relocation centers has been reported.

The statements atiributed to Mr. Stripling have the ef
leading the public on an important pri: iple of democracy. - at principle
centers around the question of whethe: val American citizens and law
abiding aliens should b ont for the duration of the war,
or whether they should be given the oDD ! te to the war
effort in a normal manner in our democratic society. The Wer Relocation
Authority was established for the pu e of relocating people evacuated
military areas. Our belief is that such D ple should be re established
in normal communities unless they ar und to be potentially dangerous.
In administering our leave program, we are taking all proper precautions
to protect the national security.

=
.

We welcome a2 thorough investigation of our program, but we feel
that the charges which have been made are irresponsible and detrimental
to the war effort.
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Text of Address by Dillon S, Myer, Director of the War Reldcation
v 2 i

AuurO“l*y; over the National Broadcasting Company network at

10:45 p.m,, EWD, Thursday, July 15, 194%3.

During recent weeks, a grect deal of public attention has been given to the

War Relocation Authority, the vclaca+1o centers, and the Japanese-American

people who live in these centers. Unfortunately, much of the information given

circulation was untrue, and misleading, Much of what has been said has caused

confusion, by focusing attention on some minor details and covering up the really
ilssgues,

The proper handli T the pecple of Japanese ancestry who were removed from
their homes along the Pacific Coast into relocation centers is a matter of impor -~
tance to every person in the United Stetes. It is essential that everyone wogives
thousht to the problem keep certain facts clearly in mind.

First---enemy alicns suspected of being subversive were arrested immediately
after Pearl Harbor and are now interned. hey have never been in relocation
centers,

Second ~--During the first month of- the evacuation period -- in March 1942 --
the Japancse e-American people were first told simply that they must move out of
the Pacific coastal zone and were frec to go anywherc clse they liked. It was
only after this volunbary movement had caused difficulties that controlled evac-
wation came into the picture. Relocation centers were established primarily to
provide living quartcrs for the evacuees while long-renge resettlement plans wére
being worked out.

The evacuation did not imply for onc moment that all cvacuces wore guilty or
suspcctcd of end=ai ‘iAb the national safcty, It was a precautionary move
in view of thc cxeccedingly critical military situation on the West Coast.

evacuces in th elocation centers are not charged with any crimc or subver-
ive intentions thcy cre @ dislocated pcople who had to have some place to live-
and the relocation centers scomed to be the ‘most feasible temporary solution to
the problem. There is no reason to conduct the relocation centers ag internment
camps or nrisons,

On the .contrary, thore are good reasons why they should not be so conducted.
Two-thirds of the pcople who were moved into relocation centers were born -in this

country. They are Amcrican citizens, and .72 per cent of this citizen group have
never cven gcen Japean,
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In the ten relocation centers, the evacuees are provided with most of the
bagic necessities of life--and the opportunity to earn a small emount of money
80 they may dbuy other things not provided by the government. They receive food,
lodging, and medical care, and schooling is provided for the children.

The living quarters are barrack-type frame buildings, divided into family-
pize compartments--and furnished with cots, mattresses, blankets and heating
stoves. There is no running water or cooking facilities in the barracks--but
community bath houses and mess halls are located in each block to serve 250
to 300 people.

The school program is planned to meet the standards of the state where the
center is located, but until recently there were no buildings put up especially
for school purposes. Classes have been held in barrack buildings originally
intended for living quarters or for recreation.

The medical service in a relocation center is barely adequate even as
measured'by wartime standards. Non-Japanese doctors and nurses are in charge of
the medical staff in each center, but most of the staff is composed of evacuees.

Any community of --say--ten thousand people, eating three meals a day--will
require a lot of food. Most of the relocation centers were able to produce very
little of their own food last year--and so most of it had to be brought in.

People who have seen the trucks going into the relocation centers loaded with food
quite naturally have been impressed with the large amounts--and so many rumors
have started that the evacuees in relocation centers are getting huge amounts of
food~--far more than other civilians.

I want to say right here and now that peoople .in relocation centers are
rationed--just the same as the rest of us. Most of the food is bought through the
Quertermaster Corps of the Army. But there ie a top limit of 45 cents a day per
person which may be spent for food, and the actual cost has ranged from 34 to LE
cents a day. By way of comparison, the Army allows a maximum of 61 cents a day
and actually spends 55 to 57 cents a day for each man. From the standpoint of
guality, the food served in the centers is, of course, never better than Army
standards. And on many items, such as beef, it is definitely inferior.

The government of the United States has an obligation to feed the evacuees
in the.relocation centers but--we are doing it in strict accord with rationing
regulations--and with & keen regard for the heavy demands on the nation's food
suoply.

I won't take time to dwell on other details of the relocation center
activities~--except to say that the War Relocation Authority is operating with a :
minimum staff--and hag attempted to give a maximum of responsibility to the
evacuees themselves for providing the services needed by the community--and for
managing their own affairs.

The wages for those who work are just about enough to provide for the
necessities--12, 16, or 19 dollars a month--plus a small clothing allowance for
each member of the worker's family. The evacuees are not compelled to work--
but only those who do work receive wages and clothing allowances. About 90 per
cent of the employable evacuees at the centers are now engaged in some kind of
work.
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In spite of the fact that the War Relocation Authority 1s responegible for
managing the ten relocation centere--we don't feel that they are desiraple in-
stitutions, or anything in which the people of the United States can take pride.
It ien't the American way to have children grow up behind barbed wire. It may
be possible to make good Americans out of them--but the very surroundings make a
mockery out of principles wc have always cherished and respected. It's difficult
to reconcile democracy with barbed wire--freedom with armed sentries--liberty
with searchlights.

But, in spite of these discouraging surroundings, Americanism is predomi-
nant in the relccation centers. It is taught in the schools--in the adult
education clagses~~through orgenizations such as Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts,

H Clubs, Future Farmers of America, Girl Reserves, and Parent-Teacher Assocla-
tions. Several of the centers have U,S,0. Clubs or similar arrangements for the
enterteinment of soldiers of Jepanese ancestry who come back to the centers to
see their familles or friends,

However, there ere some people in the relocaticn centers who have in-
dicated that they prefer to be Japanese rather than American. And there are
~others whose recorde indicate that they might endanger the national security.
"Accordingly, we are planning within the next few weeks to segregate these pro-
Japanese people and establish them in a single center where they will live for
the duration of the war or until repatriated to Japan. It has taken time to
gather enough information for such a program of segregation. We now have the
neco~~“ry informetion and we expect to carry out the program ag soon as trans-
portation can be obtained to make the move,

We feel that the remainder of the populstion--those who are thoroughly
American in their loyalties--should not be required to remain in relocation
centers. They can make a much greater contribution to the war effort by working
on farms, in factories, and in other places where their abllities can be used to
best advantage.

last year, when the evacuation was only beginning, there
was en insistent demand from suger beet growers and refiners for evacuees to
work in the beet fields of the Wg tern States, Before the harvest season was
over, about 10,000 people from the centers had gone to work in the fields of
the West--and they harvested enough beets to provide a year'se sugar ration for
about 10 millicn people.

In the spring of

The results of that program were generally good from every point of view.

And so the War Relocation Authority went one step further. Starting in July
one year ago, we begen to work out a program whereby evacuees with sound
records might leave the centers, indefinitely to take Jjobs and establish homes

in normel communities. Up to the present time, about 10,000 of the evacuated
people have taken advantage of these p”ocedurUk and have gone out cn indefinite
leave to establish themselves mainly throughcut the interior sectlons of the

country. In addition, approximately 6,000 1 e gone out on seascnal leave for
work chiefly on farms throughout irrigated secticns of the West And in all these
monthe, not one case of disloyal activity on the part of these people has been
reported from any reliable source.

(Over) X-18063
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Within the past few weeks, there hag been a great deal of public discussion
about the releage of people from relocation centers. The procedures for granting
release and the methods of investigating individual evacuses have been widely
misunderstood. So tonight I want to state those procedurss just as clearly as I
can in order thet the public may have the true facts. Over a period of many
months, we have gathered a considerable amount of information on each evacuse 17
years or over -- information on their individual backgrounds and interests and
their past employment records. Before any evacuse is granted indefinite leave,
this information is carefully checked at the relocation center. If there is any
indication th > evacuse might endanger the national security or interfere
with the w >f permigsion for leave is denied.

further precaution--we have submitted the names of all
he Federal Bureau of Investigation. The FBI has now checked
cent of these names against its files and has supplied us with
wvhatever ! rmation it had on the individuals involved. We have been using
this informne in determining eligibility for leave. But I want to emphasize

the determi ion is made by WRA and not by FBRI.

There are certain automatically are denied leave:
one-- those who have aslied to be repatriated or expatriate to Japan, Two--
Shinto prissts, threc-- Americen citizens who have refused to swear allegiance
to the United States and four-- those who have onie cave once because
of bad records. At the seme time, there are thousands ¥ records show no
reason why they should not be permitted to leave the centers.

The main point I want to make concerning the grenting of leave to evacueces
is this: the War Relocation Authority is exerting all proper precautions for
the national security--and at the same time is providing the means for loyal
American citizens end law-abiding aliens--to take their place in the national
life and enjoy the fresdoms which are assured by the Constitution.

The War Relocation Authority recognizes that the foremost task before the
people of this country is to win the war. This means concentrating on Ffighting
the enemy -- rather than fighting emong ourselves -- and using all our available
manpower waere it can do the most good.

We have faith in the American democratic way of life, with cqual rights,
privileges, and responsibilities for all, regardlecss of race, creed, or
national origin.

in this country

We agsume that the great majority of the psople of Japanese ancestry now
wil

1 stay herc during the wer end afterwards.

We have confidence in the ability of the armed forces to wage
and of the authorized intelligence agencies of the Govermment
surveillance to all suspccted or potential encmiscs within our c

We believe that it is possible to distinguish between the loyal and the
disloyal people of Japaness ancestry, as well as with other national or racial

groups, to a degree which will insure the national security.

We believe loyalty grows and sustaing itself only when it is given a chance.
It cannot flcourish in an atmospherec of suspicion and discrimination.
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Iet me repeat -- the manner in which the WRA counducts its program is of
concern to all the people in the U.S. And it has a significance which goes far
beyond the ‘boundariesg of this eountry. Our actions are being watched in Japan,
where thousands of American soldiers and civilians are held as prisoners or
internees; un.uubtodly they are bheing watched in China, India, Burma and other
countrice whose collaboration is necessary if we are to defeat our enemies

ly and qu«oﬁl} These countries are watching our actions to see if we mean
what we say when we talk about racial equality.

So it is important that we all approach this problem sanely and calumly,
without racial emotion or hysteria. As I have said before, let's not handle
this problem as Hitler would handle it in Nazi Germany, or as Togo would

roach it in Japaz Iet's do it the American way.

C-0352~P5~-Final ~BU~COS~WP




OFFICE OF WAR INFORMATION
O"E"Z?lg

WAR REIQCATION AUTHORITY

ADVANGE RELEASE: To Be Held in STP b NFITHENCE and NOT to Be Uged by
PRESS or RADIO | 100 p.m., EWT, SATURDAY, November 13, 19%3.

Dillon S. Myer, director of the War Relocation Authority, today issued

the following statement regarding the events that occurred between November 1

and November U at the Tule Lake Center in northern California:

1. Tule Lake is the only center maintained bty the War Relocation Authority
for segregation purposes. It was estatlished originally in 19 )12 as one of

10 relocation centers for persons of Japanese ancestry who were evacuated from
the West Coast military area. In September of this year, however, it was made
the focal point in a segrezation programn carried out by the War Relocation
Authority and since that time has occupied a peculiar status among WRA centers

During February and March of this year a re gigtration ﬁrc”‘”"*"l
ducted at all relocation centers for the purpose of accumilating 1
on the background and attitudes of all adult residents. As part of I
gram, citizen evacuecs at the centers were questioned concerning their allegi-
ance to the United States, and alien evacuees were questioned about their
willingness to abide by the Nation's laws. After the results of registration
were compiled and analyzed, W.R.A., began a program to separate from the bulk
of the population at relocation centers, those evacuees who have indicated by
word or action that their loyalties lie with Japan.

Four major groups were designated for segregation:

Those who requested repatriation or expatriation to Japan;

Citizens who refused during registration to state unqualified
allegiance to the United States; and aliens who refused to agree

to abide by the laws of the United States;

Those with ir tolleOHC records or other records indicating that
they might endanger the national security or interfere with the
war effort;

Close relatives of-persons in the above thrée groups who expressed
a preference to remain with the segregants rather than disrupt
family ties.

X~-22808
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The major movement of segregants into Tule Lake from other WRA centers and of
non-segregants from Tule Laks to other WRA centers was started in early September
and completed about the middle of October. The process, which was carried out
Jointly by VRA and the Army involved ithe movement of aprroximately 9,000 evacuees
from other centers irto Tule ILake and the removal from Tule Lake to other cenfers
of approximately the same number. Slightly wmore than 6,000 residents of Tule Lake
who had been designated for segregation or who wish to remain with segregated
relatives were retained there. At the present time, there are at the Manzanar
Relocation Center in California approximately 1,500 evacuees who are awaiting
transfer to Tule Ilake. They will be transferred as soon as necessary housing can
be completed, prrobably in the early part of 194k,

23 The Army has the responsibility of providing full protection of the area
surrounding the Tule Lake Center. A man-proof fence surrounds the external
boundaries of the center; trocps patrol that fence; other necessary facilities

are at all time: in readiness. In September, when Tule Lske was transformed into
a segregation center, the rumy substantially increased the number of troops assign-
ed to guard duty at the center and built the present man-proof fence around the
external boundary outside the ordinary wire fence which was erected at the time of
the center!':- establishment. At this time also additional military equipment was
provided.

During the recent disturbance at the Tule Leke Center, the War Relocation
"Authority and the Army have been in constant contact regarding necessary safety
measures. ©Special arrangements were made for prompt communication between the WRA
staff and the officer commanding the troops at Tule Lake.

Like gll WRA has been:operated, ever since the time of its
establishment in 1 under the'terms of an agreement between WRA and the War
Department. 17RA i sponsible for all phases of internal administration of the
center., The Army, om the beginning, has been responsible for gunarding the ex-
ternal boundaries of +the center, and for controlling the entry and departure of all
persons of Japanese descent. 1

WRA maintains order within the center through civilian guards assisted by a
staff of evacuees. The understanding with the Army provides that when a show of
greater force ig necessary to maintain order within the center, WRA will call upon

the Army to move inside the center and take full control.

i Irmediately following the segregation movenent, some of the evacuees at the
Y

Tule Lake Center began to create d ficulties. -All available evidence indicates
that a small, well-orgenized group -- composed chiefly of persons transferred to
Tule Lake from the other centers -- vwas attempting to gain control of the community
and disrupt the orderly process of administration. Against this background, a
serious accident occurred at the center on October 15. A truck, carrying 29
evacuee workers and driven by an evacuee, was over-turned while attempting to pass
another truck on'the road from the center to the WRA farm. All occupants of the
truck were injured znd one of them subsequently died. On the day following the
accident, no evacuee workers reported for duty at the farm.

re
it
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For a period of approximately 10 days thereafter, work on the harvesting of
crops stopped; but no formal representations were made to WRA by evacuée workers.
Then on October 25, a group of evacuees who claimed to represent the community
met with Project Director Ray Best and submitted a series of questions and demands.
Among other things, this committee asked whether the residents of Tule lake were
regarded by the United States government as prisoners of war and stated that the
residents would not engage in the harvesting of crops for use at other WRA centers.
Project Director Best told the committee: (1) that the residents of Tule lake
were regarded as segregants and not as prisoners of war, (2) that WRA does not
operate on the basis of demands, and (3) that if the residents of Tule lake were
unwilling to harvest the crops, some other method of harvesting them would be
found. :

Faced with the onset of winter and the possibility of losing approximately
$500,000 worth of vegetables, WRA immediately began recruiting loyal evacuees from
other centers to carry out the hervesting work at Tule Iake. A crew of 234 was
recruited and is still engaged in harvesting work on the Tule Lake Farm. These
evacuecs are quartered outside the boundaries of the center, whodly apart from the
population of the center. !

L. On the morning of Monday, November 1, D. S. Myer, national director of the

War Relocation Authority, and Robert B. Cozzens, assistant director of the -
Authority in San Francisco, arrived at the Tule Iake center for an inspection and
consultation with key WRA staff mwembers and with evacuee representatives. The
original arrangement called for Mr. Myer and Mr. Cozzens to meet with evacuee
represeéntatives on the day following their“arrival. However, during the Iunch
hour, a report was received by Project Director Best that certain evacuees were
aking unauthorized announcements in the evacuee mess halls. Residents were being
told, according to this report, that Mr: Myer was to make a speech from the main
administration building shortly after lunch. On receiving this report, Mr. Myer
and Mr, Best immediately made a quick automobile inspection trip through the evacu-
ee section of the center. They observed that large numbers of men, women and
children were proceeding in an orderly manner from the evacuee barracks in the
direction of the administration building. :

By w50 p.m.,.Mr}_Myer and Mr. Best had returned to 'the administration build-
ing and a crowd estimated between 3,500 and 4,000 had congregated immediately out-
side. One young man from the evacuee group then entered the administration build-
ing and asked whether a committee of 17 evacuees might have a conference with
Mr. Myer. This request was granted, and Mr. Myer, Mr. Cozzens, Mr. Best and other
staff members met with the committee. The committee presented a series of demands
including the resignation of Project Director Best and several other WRA staff
meubers at the center. ;

While the discussion was going on, word was received that a group of &bout
a dozen evacuees had entered the center hospital and beaten the chief medical
officer, Dr. Reece M, Pedicord. The conference was interrupted while one WRA
staff member left the administration building, passed through the crowd, and went
to the hospital for a check up on the situation there. After this mwan had re-
turned -- wholly unmolested -- with the report that Dr. Pedicord had been badly
battered but was receiving adequate medical attention arid that order prevailed in
the hospital, the conference was resumed. Meanwhile, a small group of evacuees
had gone into the administration building and installed a public address system
with WRPA permission.
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At the conclusion of the conference, Diregctor Myer was asked to address
the crowd briefly over the address system and agreed to do so. Mr. Myer told
the crowd substantially what he had told the committee: (1) that WRA would
consider requests made by the evacuee population provided they were in the
framework of national policy; (2) that WRA would not accede to demands;

(3) that WRA was under the impression that the majority of residents at

Tule Lake wanted to live in a peaceful and orderly atmosphere; (4) that if

the residents of the.center-could not deal peacefully with WRA they would have
to deal with someone else; and (5) that once the segregation process was wholly
completed with the movement from Manzanar, the community at Tule Lake should
attempt to seleét a committee -- more directly represeritative of its wishes
than the current oné -- to deal with the War Relocation Authority. After

Mr. Myer had concluded his remarks, two members of the evacuee committee
addressed the crowd briefly in Japanese. Inmediately following the completion
of these speéches, at about 4:30 p.m,, the crowd broke up quickly and peacefully
and returned to family living quarters. During the entiré conference and the
time when’ committee. members were addressing the crowd, a member of the War
Relocation Authority’ staff who is fully competent in the Japanese language was
present and was able to indicate to Mr. Myer and Mr. Best ‘the nature of all
remarks made in Japanese,

B While the meeting was in progress in the administration building a number of
automobilés ‘at: the cemter were slightly damaged. ‘Some of these automobiles
belonged to visitors and some to WRA personnel. One visitor reported that a
window of his car was broken and a sun visor removed. (This statement has not
been:varified by other evidence.) A door handle was broken off one car. Radio
_aerials were removed. from two cars and windshield wipers from about twelve cars.
Air was released from tires of several cars. The paint on two cars was
scratched,

In the’ struggle during which Dr. Pedicord was beaten, a wooden railing in
the hospital office: was knocked down. A careful investigation has revealed no
reliable evidence of any property damage during this incident other than that
listed here.

Several WRA employees and visitors to the cénters who were in the area
outside the administration building at the time the crowd was forming were
approached by some of the evacuees directing the movements of the crowd and told
to go inside the building., Aside from Dr, Pedicord, however, no ‘WRA ‘employees
or visitors were beaten or injured during this incident. The evacues employees
'in the administration office left their work. A few individuals reported they
saw knives and clubs in the hands of some of the evacuees, The great majority
of WRA personnel reported following the meeting that they Kad seen no weapons
of any kind, ’

63  After dispersal of the crowd on. Monday afternoon, a calm marked by some
evidence of sub-surface tension prevailed in the evacuee community for

__ approximately three days. ..Orders were sent out following the Monday meeting
* forbidding any meetings or assembly of evacueés in the administrative area.,

. The internal security force was strengthened and authority was given for any
member of the internal-security staff, under certain specified conditions, to
sumnon the  Army directly without consultatioh with the préject direetor or any

‘other superior officer. :
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On Thursday afternoon, November 4, work was started on a fence separating
the evacuee community from the section of the center where the administrative
buildings are located and WRA staff members are housed. That evening a crowd of
about 400 evacuees, mainly young men -- many of them armed with clubs -- entered
the administration area. Most of the crowd entered the warehouse area, A few
entered the motor poll area and some surrounded the project director's residence.
The advance of this crowd was resisted by several WRA inbternal security officers,
one of whom tripped, struck his head on a stone, and was then struck by evacuees
with clubs. No other persons were ingured. As the crowd closed in around Mr.
Best's home, he telephoned Lt. Col. Verne Austin, commanding officer of the mili-
tary unit outside the center, and asked the Army to assume full control of the
project area. Troops entered the center at once.

I During and immediately following the evacuee meeting on Monday, a number of
the WRA staff became apprehensive concerning their personal safety. Most of them
remained calm but a few became almost hysterical. All were offered the opportunibty
to . leave the center until they felt secure in returning there, and a number of

them did so. Since the inéident on Monday, twelve people have resigned voluntarily,
and two have recigned or were separated at the request of the Authority.

i A large number of the evacuees at Tule Lake ave citizens of the United States,
with the conctitutional rights of citizens. Many of them are children under 17,

and they, together with a very large number of the adults, have no responsibile
part in the recent events.

In presenting this factual statement, the War Relocation Authority wants to
emphasize that reports of the events at Tule lake are being watched in Tokyo.
Already some of the recent newspaper accounts have been used by the Japanese
Government for propaganda purposes. There is every possibility that they may be
used as a pretext for retaliatory action against Americen civilians and prisoners
of war under Japanese control. Under these circumstances, it is imperative that
the situwation at Tule Lake be handled with a scrupulous regard for accuracy.

9. In view of the serious international implications in the situation at Tule
Lake, the \iar Relocation Authority has been particularly careful in preparing the
information contained in this statement. There have been so many exaggerated,
even hysterical, reports that the staff at Tule Iake, confronted with an otherwise
complicated and difficult situation, hasg been able to verity conclusively only the
information presented in this statement. As this is written, further investiga-
tion 1s being made to check the accuracy of many of the allegations that have ap-
peared in the prees and to complete this story in all its pertinent details. The
major events, however, have now been fully documented and can for the first time
be presented to the public in an official statement.
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Release for A.M. Papers, Sunday, November 14, 1943

OFFIC® OF WAR INFORV ATION

WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

’ Dillon S. Myer, Director of the Wer Relocation Authority, todsy issued
the following statement regarding the events that occurred between November 1
and November 4 at the Tule Loke Center in northern Californias

i Tule Lake is the only center maintained by the Vier Relocation
Authority for segregation purposes. It wes established originally
in 1942 as one of 10 relocstion centers for persons of Japanese
ancestry who were evacueted from the West Coast military ares. 1In
September of this year, however, it was made the focal point in a
segregation program carried out by the War Relocation Authority and
since that time has occupied a heculiar stetus among WRA centers,

During Februsry end March of this year, a registration program
was conducted at 2ll relocation centers for +he purpose of accumulating
information on the background and attitudes of nall sdult residents.

As part of this program, citizen evecuses ot the centers were cues-
tioned concerning their allesisnce to the United States, end alien
evacuees were acuestioned about their willineness to sbide by the
Netion's laws. After the results of registration were compiled and
analyzed, VRA began a program to separste from the bulk of the
population at relocation centers, those evacuees who have indicated
by word or asction that their loyvalties lie with Japen.

Four major grouns were desiznated for segregetion:

(1) Those who reauested repatriation or expatriation to
Japan;

(2) Citizens who refused during registration to state un-
qualified 2llegiance to the United States and aliens
who ‘refused to agree to abide by the laws of the United
States;




.

Those »ith intellipgence records or other rescords
indicating that they micht endanger the national
security or interfere vith the war effort;

Close relatives of psrsons in the above three
groups who expressed a preference to remain with
the segregants rather than disrupt family ties.

The major movement of segregants into Tule Lake from other WRA
centers and of non-segregants from Tule Leke to other WRA centers wes
started in early September and completed about the middle of October.
The process, which was carried out Jointly by WRA and the Army, entirely
without incident, 1nvolved the movement of approximately 9,000 evacuees ’
from other centors into Tule Lake and the removal from Fule Leke to
other centers of approximately the same number. Slightly more than
6,000 residents of Tule Lake who had been designated for segregation or
vho wished to remain with segregated relatives were retained there, At
the present time, there are at the Manzener Relocation Center in Calj f-
ornia ﬁoprox1matel” 1,900 evacuees who are awaiting trensfer to Tule
Lake, They will be transferreﬂ as soon as necessary housing can be
completed, probably in the early psrt of 1944.

The Army has the responsibility of providing full protection of the ares
surrounding the Tule Lake Center. A man-proof fence surrounds the ex=~
ternal bounderles of the center; troops patrol that fence; other neces-
sary facilities are st all times in readiness. In September, when Tule
Lake was transformed into a segregation center, the Ammy substantially
increased the number of troops assigned to 0uﬂr6 duty at the center and
built the present man- proof fence sround the external boundary outside
the ordinary wire fence which was erected at the time of the center's
esteblishment. At this time also additional military esouipment. was
provided.

During the recent disturbance at the Tule Lake Center, the War
Relocation Authority and the Army have been in constmt contact re- "
garding necessary safety measures. Special srrangements were made for
prompt communication between the WRA staff and the officer commanding
the troops at Tule Lake.,

Like all WRA centers, Tule Lake hes been operated, ever since the.
time of its establishment in 1942, under the terms of an agreement be-
"tween WRA and the War VYepartment. WRA is responsible for all phases of
internal administretion of the center., The 4my, from the beginning
has been responsible for guerding the external boundaries of the center,
and for controlling the entry end departure of all persons of Jananese
descent.

WRA maintains order within the center throurh civilian guards
assisted by a staff of evacuees. The understanding with the Army pro-
vides that when a shovw of greater force is necessary to maintain order
within the center, WRA will call upon the Army to move inside the center
and take full control.
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3. Immediately following the segregation movement, some of the evacuees
at the Tule Lake Center bsgan to creste difficulties. All available
evidence indicates that a small, well-organized group -- composed
ehiefly of persons transferred to Tule Lake from the other centers
-- was attempting to gain control of the cdmnunity and disrupt the
orderly process of administration. Arainst this background, a
serious eccident occurred at the center on October 15. A truck,
cerrying 29 evacuee workers and driven by en evacuee, was over-turned
while attempting to pass another truck on the road from the centér
to the WRA farm, All occupants of the truck were injured and one
of them subseouently died. On the day following the accident, no
evacuee workers reported for duty at the farm.

For a period of approximately 10 days thereafter, work on
the harvesting of crops stopped, but no formal representations were
made to WRA by evacuee workers. Then on October 25, a group of
evacuees who claimed to represent the com"unltv met with Project
Director Ray Best and submitted & series of ouestions and demands.
imong other things, this committ agked whether the residents of
Tule were regarded by the United States rovermment as prisoners of
war and stated that the residents would not engage in the harvesting
of crops for use at other WRA centars. Project Director Best told
the committes: (1) that the residerts of ”u1° Lake were regarded as
segregants and not as prisoners of war, (2) that WRA does not onerste
on the basis of demands, and (3) thet if the residents of Tule Lake
were unwilling to harvest the crops, some other method of harvesting
them would be found.

e
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Faced with the onset of winter and thse possibility of losing
approximately $500,000 vorth of vegetables, WRA immediately begen
recruiting loyal evacueses from other centers to carry out the
harvesting work at Tule Lske. & crew of 224 was recruited and is
still engaged in harvesting work on the Tule Lake farm. These
evacuees are guartered outside the boundaries of the center, wholly
apart from the populstion of the center.

On the morning of Monday, November 1, D. S. Kyer, National Director
of the War Relocation Authority, and Robert B. Cozzens, Assistant
Director of the Authority in 5an Franci sco, arrived at the Tule Lake
center for an inspection and consultation v1fh key WRA staff members
and with evecuee representatives. The oricinal arrangement called
for Mr. Myer and Vr. Cozzens to reet.with evacuee representatives
the day following their arrival. qovever, during the lunch hour,
a rpnort was received by Project Director Best that certain evacuees
were making unauthorized announcemonts in tha evacuee messhalls,
Residents wére being told, according to this report, that Mr. Myer
was to make a speech from the main administration bulldlnv shortl"
after lunch. On receiving this report, Mr, Nyer and ¥r., Best imme-
diately made a quick automobile inspection tripo throuph the evacuee
section of the center. They observed that large numbers of men,
women and children were proceeding in an orderly manner from the
evacuee barracks in the direction of the administration building.




By 1:30 pems, Mr. Myer and Mr. Best had returned to the
administration building and a crowd estimated between 3,500 and
4,000 had congregated immediately outside. One young men from the
evecuee group then entered the administration building and asked

"whether a committee of 17 evacuees might have a confsrenee with Nr,
lyer. This recuest was granted, and Mr, Myer, Kr., Cozzens, MNr,
Best and other staff members met w th the committee. The committee
presented a series of demands including the resignation of project
director Best end several other WRA staff members at the center.

While the discussion was going on, word was received that a
group of about a dozen evacuees had entered the centeér hospital and
beaten the Chief Medical Officer, Dr, Reece M, Pedicord. The con-
ference was interrupted while one WRA staff member left the adminis-
tration building, passed through the crowd, and went to the hospital
for a check-up on the situstion there. After this man had réturned--
wholly unmolested -- with the report that Dr. Pedicord had beeén
badly battered but was receivine adecuate medical attention and that
order prevailed in the hospital, the conference was resumed. Mean-
while, a smsll group of evacuees had gone into the administration
building and installed a public sddress system with WRA permission.

4t the conclusion of the conference, Director Vyer wes ssked
to address the crowd briefly over the address system and acreed to
do so. Mr. Myer told the crowd substantiallv what he had told the
committees (1) that WRA would consider reouests made by the evac-
uee population provided they were in the framework of national
policy; (2) that WRA would not accede to demands; (3) that WRA was
under the impression thet the majority of residents at Tule Lake
wanted to live in a peaceful and orderly atmosphere; (4) that if
the residents of the center could not deal pescefully with WRA they
would have to desl with someone else; and (5) that once the segre-
gation process was wholly completed with the movement from Manzanar,
the community at Tule Leke should attempt to select a committee ~-
more directly representative of its wishes than the current one --
to deal with the War Relocation Authority. After Mr, Myer hed con-
cluded his rematks, two members of the evacuee committee sddressed
the crowd briefly in Japanese., Immediately following the completion
of these speeches, at about 4:30 p.m., the crowd broke up auickly
and peacefully and returned to femily living querters. During the
entire conference and the time when committec members wers address-
‘ing the crowd, a member of the Viar Relocation Authority staff who
I's fully competent in the Japanese lenguage was present and was
able to indicate to Mr. Myer and Mr, Best the nature of all remarks
made in Japanesa.

v
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in the administration building
;_
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While the meeting was in progress
a number of automobiles at the ceuter were slight) y damaze~ Soms
of those automobiles belonged to vi ?LtOF’ and some to WRA person-
nel. One visitor reported that a window of his car was breken and
8 sun visor removed. (This statement has not been verified by
other evidence.) A door handle was broken off one car. Radio
aerials were removed from two cars and windshield wiper

twelve cars. Air wes released from tires of several eca

5

paint on two cars wes scratched.

rom about

S
s ""The

In the struggle during which Dr., Pedicord was be:
wooden railing in the hospital office was 1-f:rlo""—c'i dovm .,
investigation hes revealed no reliable ovid V]
damage during this incident other than that 113tcd here.

Several "RA employees and visitors to ths contor who were
in the aerea outside the administration H“. Lding at the time the
crowd was forming were approachcd by so ' the evacuces dircet-
ing the movements of the crowd and fo" to go inside tho building.
Aside from Dr. Pedicord, howevor, no WRA employecs or visitors
wore beaton or injured during thie incident The evacuce employces
in the administrstion office left their work A few individuals
reported they saw knives and clubs i L;: aads of scme
evacuees. The great majority of WRA p reported
the meeting that they had seen no weapons ;ﬂ; kind.

After dispersal of or: Mondey afterncen, a calm marked

by some evidence of sub-suriage tunsion prevailed in the evacuee
community for approximately thres dave. Ordersz were sent out fol-
lowing the Mondazy mecting ?nrb‘d&ing anl eotings or assembly of
evacuces in tho sdministrative area. The intornal seen 1Gy fore
was strengthened and ﬂuthorlfv wes given fo y membe £ the! 1n-'
ternal security staff, undoer certuin vpu"‘”'w' conditions, to sum~
mon the Arimy dlrgctly'wnbhout consultation with tho Projoct
Dircetor or any other superior officer.

On Thursday aftcrnoon, November 4, work was sbarted on a
fenco scparating the ovacuec community from tho scetion of the
conter where the administrative buildings are locatced and WRA staff
members are housed. That evening a crowd of about 400 ovacuoos
mainly young men -- many of them armed with slubs == entered the
administration area. Most of the crov tered the warehous
A few entered the motor pool area and some surrounded th
Director's residence. The cdvmnf‘e‘ ”1 3 crowd
several WRA internsl security off _ong of
his head on a stone, and was bhun k by evacuces
No other persons werc injured. As the erowd closed
Best's home, he telephoned Lt. Col. Verne Aus Tk
ficer of the military unit outside the center, and

to assumc full control of the projcect area, Troops
center at once,
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DEPARTYMENT OF THE INTERIOR

INFORMAT IOl SERVICE

For Release at NOON, THURSDAY, APRIL 13, 1944.

Secretary of the Interior Harold Ickes issued the following
statement in San Francisco today he program of the Viar Helo-
cation Authority:

"Immediately after the President, on his owm motion, transferred
the War Relocation Authority to the Department of the Interior, we began
to study its policies and administretion. I have recognized from the be-
ginning the difficulty and complexity of the problems, and I realize
that the manner of their treatment is of vital importance, not only to
the thousands of Japanese Amcricans who arc immodlat:ly involved, but to
the American civilians who ar: interned by thec Japanese and the families
of thesc Amcricanss The character and roputation of our owmn democracy
arc also involved,

"The War Rclocation Authority was given an uncnviable
not responsiblec for thc cvacuation of the Jeapancsc Amoricans f
Coasts, That was a military dceision, The Wer Rclocation Aut 10f1f"1
given tho job of providing for tho carc and wolfarc of the
uprooted and transferred and of arrangil the rostoration to normal
life of thosc among them who arc she cmeloss vietims of & war-time pro-
grom, I think that thore can bo no doubs tha ) program has, in gonoral,
been handlod with discrotion, humanity anc sdom. "RA did not pgrsceuto
these pcople, and it madc no attompt to punish thesc of a differont raceo
who were not rcsponsible for wnat has been hopponing in tho far Pocific.
The War Rclocat ion Authority =-- mako no mistoke about it == has boen cri-
tieizod for not cngoging in this sort of partys Undcr my juriss
diction, it will not bc stampcded into undc Jocr”% 2
It will not be converted into an ins rhmuht of roveng

o

o
(=
(6]

¢ or racial warfarce

"Thore is a placc in this war for doscrved anger and for punishmont,
I have on many occasions eallod for the punishmont of the war eriminals
whether they have committcd their outragos under Tojo hiﬂ‘:hf ficndish
military castc of Japan, or undcr Hitler. Let us scc that the guilty arce
mado to foel the hcavy hand of justicos buL 150t us ﬂo dcgrade oursclves
By injuring innocont, dofcnscless pcoplce To do this ‘would bo to lower
oursclves to the level of the fanatical Nazis and Japancsc war lords,
Civilization cxpccts morc from us than from thom,

"In rosisting the onslaughts of thosc who would hnve the Thr Reloca-

tion Authority imitatc thc savagerics of the ruling factions in the nations

with which we ar: ot war, I am surc that we have the surport of virtually

all Amcricans. I om particulnrly gratoful to thosc groups and individunls

bestial, inhuman action.
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FOR RELEASE MONDAY A.M., MAY 1, 1944

JAPANESE-AMERICANS IN ITALY "DEADLY BUNCH," OFFICER REPORTS

Reports on the fighting spirit of the 100th Infantry Battalion, composed of
American soldiers of Yapanese descent on the Italian front, were brought back to
this country recently by Captain Issac A, Kawasaki, Mgdiecal Corps, who was surgeon
for the battalion until a leg wound necessitated his evacuation.

"The Japanese-fmericans now fighting in Italy ere a deadly bunch,"” he
asserted. "Most of them were born in Hawaii and have never secen Japan. Many lost
members of their families in the Pearl Harbor attack and their feelings toward
Japan are the same as the feelings of any other Amsricans. Besides being loya
American citizens, tHeJ fully realize the suspicion with whi all Japanese in
this country are resgarded since the Pearl Harbor attack. 1 are out to fight
for their country, whioh is Zmerica, and to prove themselv o} thelr fellow
citizens, They are doing it.

a—Amerivmn outfi t Wn Ita*Y is Ml@xl” respected by other Ameri-
can tro ' and was keenly dicappointed when
they le o) . > 16 Pacific theatere"

rating the determination with which the meubers of his old unit
fight, Captain Kewasaki told of one soldier who ran away from a base hospital
after four days' treatment for wounds. iHe rsjoined hla > oM ac at the front
and shortly afterward was severely wounded in the abd 11 fragmentse
le walked and crawled three miles to a first aid s

Captain Kawasaki was born in Honolulu, of pansse parents, ani was

educated in the United States. He received his medical sducation e Universi
of Cincinnati, Cincinnati, Ohio.

When Pearl
as a surgeon at Trlf
1ke command of

Africa with this uni

for casualties at an
bu,rvatlon ﬁoot on ths Wsaring a n his 1*Jurﬂo lL;, he now
been assigned to limi 5 J' at Bennedy ( i




THE UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERICR
WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

201 Sheldon Building

461 lMarket Street

San Francisco 5, Californie

Telephone Doughlas 8173 ~ Ext. 30 FCOR .RELEASE May 11, 194

SAN FRANCISCO, May 11 - Nearly 73 per cent of Americen born Jepanese
have never visited Japan, a cross-section of the records of the War Relocation
Authority show in a recent study made by that agency, it was revealed here to-
day by Robert B. Cozzens, Assistant Director in charge of the West Coast area,
TRA has compleoted a study of Japanesc alicns and Amcrican citizons of
Japanesc ancestry under its jurisdiction. A total of 27,100 cascs==-onc fourth
of the total number originally confined in war relocation contors--wore chockcd,
number, 9,144 worc born in Japen and 17,956 worc born in the Unitod
The figurcs indicatoc that two-thirds arc Amoricen citizons,
the 17,956 cascs studied, 13,059, or ncarly 73 per ccnt, have never
visited Japan.,
Of tho 4,897 who havc boen in Japan, 2,583, or nocarly 53 por cont of the

visiting total, have had no schooling thorcs And 2,187, or loss than onewcighth,

have had morc than throc years of Japancsc schoolings Of the age group 20-40,

epproximatoly one=fourth of the American-born have had throc or moro yecars of
schooling in Japan,

Figurcs show that the ratio of the total Amorican~born to thoso having some
schooling in Jopan is 17,956 to 2,214, For thosc undor 21 yecars of ago, the
rotic ig 10,268 €0 218, or 1 in S0,

rocords show that during tho morc impressionable cducational yoars==

elementary, high school and junior collogo=-=these youth aro rceciving their odu-
cation in America undor the democratic tradition," said Assistant Dircotor Cozzons.

"This is the group about whom Carl Sandburg rocontly wrotc in quoting a

missionoary's lottor: 'Tho lot of tho Nisoi in Japan was not wholly a happy once




wle

Their rolatives and frionds werce bewilderod and annoycd by theso strange

voung pecoplc who looked like Japancsc but acted and thought like Amcricanse'™
The age distribution of Japanose alicns and Japrncsc Amcricons is signifi-

cant. Of tho total 38 per cont, or 10,323 arc undor 21 ycars of ages 70 por

cont or 18,901 arc under forty yoars. 87 por

cont--orc over forty yoars, while the Americon born show just

he roversc with

cont undor 40 yoars,




CLASSIFICATIUN
8y nativity, residence v Under <U-39 40 yrs. Under «0-39 40 yrs. Per cent each subtotad
and education in Japen Totul PN YIrs. or over Total «U yrs. yrs. or over entey of greana totul

Total: L7,_Luu _I_U,jZ3 8, 578 8,l39 { 3851 St : 100

Foreign born 9y 144, 1,103 7,986 j : el 33.7
American born 17,956 1,475
(c; Never in Japan 13,059 4,046
(¢; Visited Japun 4,897 S L ‘ 70.0
No schooling £, 563 1,359 ) / 53.8
bome schooling 2yl <,040 g : B
1-2 yrs. L7 : 94 Bl T4.0 .3 SHN
3 or moie yis. (b, <y 187 1,946 7 j : 674V «.6 3.U7
snaing coior to 19Y3u T8« i i Y oY Fa) £ 89

mnding 193u-1934 533 / 578 99.1 i 2ol
snding i$35 or iuter 8ax 641 | e1.9 78.0 vk 3.U3

vi the 4,897, <,684 (54.8j%) were in Japan less than 5 yeurs, and <,<13 (45 %) were there 5 yewr's or more

Of the <,1487 who hud 3 or more yearsS SCAvJullilg, Y95 (45.5%; attended eclementasry sciool oaiy, iyul3 (46.3p)
attended both eicmentury wnd high school, <3 (1.lpe) attonaca algn schuol oniy, wna 156 (7.1p) wttended
other schools .

Hee8s 113 u59/17,956) of all Americun-born Joepeiesc naVe AGVEr visited Jepen.
; ’ ’ P -
54.1% (4,046/7,475) of americcn-born Ju wnese wged <u-39Y have never visited Jupun.




DEPARTMENT QF THE INTERIOR

INFORMATION SERVICE

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

For Immediate Release TO PM's OF WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 1944.

An American doughboy's solution of how to handle those who would prevent
the relocation of Japanese American citizens from evacuee centers into the normal
stream of American life, was received today by Secretary of the Interior Harold L.
Ickes direct from the front lines of the Italian theater of war,

The writer, Corporal J. H. Kety, of the United States Army, laid his rifle
aside to pen the following:

"May I suggest that you send all those narrow-minded, bigoted, un-Americans
over here to relieve the 100th Infantry Battalion of the 34th Division?"

The 100th Infantry Battalion, composed of American soldiers of Japanese
descent, has one of the proudest records of the war, Out of the battalion
(1,000 men) 900 have been awarded Purple Hearts for wounds suffered in battle;
36 have been honored with .he Silver Star; 21 have won Bronze Stars, and 3 wear
the Distinguished Service Cross,

Secretary Ickes' reply to Corporal Kety read, in part, as follows:

"Thank you for your letter, Tt is quite apparent that you know what you
are fighting for,"




Department of the Interior
War Relocation Authority
461 Market Street

San Francisco 5, Celifornia

The following editorial from The Washington Post of July 13, 1944, analyzes
the issues involved in singling out only those Japanese and Japanese-Ameri-
cens living om the west comst for evacuation, relocation and continued

exelusion from their homes.

EXCLUSION TEST

"o one, we think, will seriously contend today that the west coast
of the United States is in imminent danger of invasion. Yet somse 70,000
American citizens, who were ovacuated from their homss in that areea be-
cause they happened to be of Japanecse descent, are still forbidden to
return, by military deorce, on the pretext that a danger of invasion
exists. A case testing the validity of this continued exclusion has at
1est been brought in the Superior Court of the State of California, All
Americans, we believe, ought to know the facts in this case and ought to
ponder 1its implications fer their own frocdoms

"one of the plaintiffs, an American citizen of Japanese ancestry, 1s
e. woman named Shizuko Shiremizu., She happens to be widowed., Her husband,
Koyoshi Shiremizu, also an American citizen, was awarded the Purple Heart
for wounds incurred in service with the United States Army in Italy and
subsequently died from these wounds. Two of her bwrothers are now serving
in the armed forces of the United States. lrse Shiramizu herself has
beer cerefully investigated by the War Relocation Authority and has been
adjudged completely loyal to this country. She has been tried by no
court and has committed no offense, sa&ave that her name has an 0dd sound
end is spelled in & peculiar, foreign waye

"rs, Shiramizu would 1ike to go home, Home, in her case, happens
+o be California, where she was born and lived all her life (until she
was ovocuated) ond earncd hor living end was marrieds This attachment
to the neighborhood of hor birth and her marriage seems neither unnatural
nor wnAmericen. But the commanding general of the Western Dgfense Com-
mond says that her presence in Californio -- or the presence of any
persons with names like hers == would endanger the security of the United
States, He has aclknowledged an improvement in the military situation on
the west coast by cenceling all the aimout restrictive orders which were
once in force. Still, he does not feel that he con safely permit Iirse
Shiremizu to return to her husbond's house,

nTt is one of the functions of the courts of the United Statves to

protect Americans against arbitrary acts of this kind by military officers.
We hope, therefore, that Mrse Shiramizu will be piven her day in court

ond that the roal issues of this caose will be studied and assesseds A
year ogo, the Supreme Cour® upheld an order by thc commanding goneral of
the Wostern Defense Command imposing o curfew on all persons of Japanese
descents In doing so, however, i+ mnde clear that it justified o racial
discrimination of this sort only on the ground of an emergency situation




- -

and an urgent national danger, 'Except under conditions of great emer-
gency,' said Mr. Justice Murphy, 'a regulation of this kind applicable
solely to citizens of a particular racial extraction would not be regarded
as in accord with the requirement of due process of law contained in the
fifth amendment « ¢« ¢ When the danger is past, the restrictions imposed
on them should be promptly removed and their freodom of action fully
restored,!

"From this and from other opinions written by his colleagucs in the
same cdso, 1t appears patent that the Suprome Court would not countenance
the continued oxclusion of Japanosc-Americans frem the west coast in the
absence of any rcal and prosont dangore If the oxclusion is basod on
nothing more than racial hostility, then it raises an ugly threat to the
fundamental principles of Ameriocan life, It bears, as lMr, Justice lMurphy
pointed out elsewhere in his opinion on the curfew case, 'a melancholy
resemblance to the treatment accorded membors of the Jewish racec in Ger-
mony ond in other parts of Europes! If the freedom of citizens can be
restricted because of the spelling of their names, then none of us can
claim more thon a temporary and illusory hold upon freedom,

8022044




Press Release
December 17, 1944

The Commanding General of the Western Defense Command at
2 P, M, today revoked the Japanese mass evacuation order, to be
effective January second,

Upon being informed of the action Governor Warren promptly
notified all Chiefs of Police and Sheriffs and called upon all public
officials to Jjoin in an effort to develop uniform plans to prevent
intemperate action and to promote cheerful compliance with the
military decision. The Governor issued the following statement:

"The decision of the Commanding General of the Western
Defense Command to revoke the mass Japanese evacuation order and to
permit the return of those who have established their loyalty to the
satisfaction of the Army is based on the military situation as it

exists today and is therefore to be respected and carefully complied

with by the government and people of this State as were prior orders

on the same subject, I am sure that all Americans will join in pro=-
tecting constitutional rights of the individuals involved and will
mgintain an attitude that will discourage friction and prevent civil
disorder. It is the most important function of citizenship, as well
as government, to protect constitutional rights and to maintain order.
In this situation both must combine to accomplish that result.

"Any public unrest that develops from provocative statements
or civil disturbances that result from intemperate action will of
necessity retard the war effort and particularly the flow of needed
materials to our boys in the Pacifilc who are moving steadily but at
great sacrifice toward their ultimate goal -« Tokyo,

"Most California families have a boy or girl in the armed
forces, Military decisions such as these are designed for their
ultimate success and speedy return to the homeland., As civilians,
it is our duty to comply with such decisions as loyally and as

cheerfully as they do,"
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RELEASE FOR PUBLICATION A¥Y TIME AFTER 9:00 AM EWT, Monday, December 18, 1944,
Secretary of the Interior, Harold L. Ickes today issued the following statements

festern Defeonse Command's action in revok cing the blanket exclusion order
of Japanese ancestry on the Pacific Coast means in a simpler (?) term
Telocation Authority will immedietely expand its relocation program to
i country, including the Viest Coast. It most definitely does not
, > will be a hasty mass movement of all evacuees back into tho coastal
War Relocation Authority will continue and intensify its efforts to re-
parts of tho country other than the West Coast those loyal and law-abiding
- Japanesc ancestry who are willing to participate in this program. It will
1>se who prefer to exercisc thoir lerzal and moral rights to return to the

o for reolocation or return to tho Wost Coast have
to be loynl citizons or law-abiding alicvns. Thoy
1 el and lu5:+ rights ond porhaps. to somothing
ordinary counsidcerati aus hey have alWV suffored as a dircect re-
of the ”“r In' o roeal, sonse thuso pcoplc, too, wore drafted by their Country,
Woro From thoir ncs, substantially doprived of an opportunity to
casualties of war,

nsib 111%v of cvory Amorican worthy of citizenship in this great
nation to do :v“ryuhlng ot ho can to make casicr the roturn to normal lifc of
these pcople who have boen clon:,d by the Army authoritics., By our conduct toward

them wo will Lo judged by all people of the world,

all upon state and locnl officinls throughout the Country
hc Test Coast and on public and private agoncics to assist in the
returning those pooplc to ordinary community 1ifo. I boliove that
bo cnthusinst end whole hoerted and I particularly hopc that we
organizat 5, like the Amoricnn Legion, church and welfaroc groups in
of thosc who will considor it thoir rosponsibility to aid thesc w(Jn)c
doing tc ' tholr devotion to the Amoricnan principles of charity,

t

ho covidenco eilable =% the Rolocation Contors indicates that the ajori-
ovrcuoQ rosidonts ha not yot finally decided whothor to roturn to th“lr
or rsloentu Olsewhere and that most of thosc who will eventually oloct
back will nced considoreb imc in meking nocessary arrangoments bofore thoy
actually leavo ; Conter tho Vlar Relocation Authority is now formulating do-
ans for keooning the westwerd rolocation movomont on o gradual, ordorly,

Fi .
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SHIGCLC DOS1lSe

both at the rcloecation centers and clsc > who
‘osturn Dofensce Command for residence
go back at ony times Howover, only
specific plans for rosef ment in tho ovacuanted arca arc approved ky
oligiblo f the travel assistance which the Authority now cxtonds to tHa:u ylwc\v—
ing in other parts of tho country. This inecludos the payment of rail or bus faro
to tho point of rel ion, eond ansportetion of porsonal propertics such as housc




Statement issued by Secretary of the Interior, Harold L. Ickes.

Since most of the evacuees at the r elocation centers have had little opportunity to
accunulate savings over the past 2% years they will doubtless need such assistance,
Only & few evacuesed, therefore, are expected to leave the Centers either for the
West Coast or eny other destination without first having their plans checked and
eprroved by

In view of the vacuces were moved from their homes in 1942 by govern=-
mental ordor, the W e lc ion Authority will make assistance available to those
evacuucs, bhoth at the centors end nreviously relocated who now have urgent reasons
and sound nlens for rcturninm o the West Coast area, Simultaneously, however, the
and intonsify its efforts to rclocate evacuees in other
ma]or "RA aims, from the beginning, has boen to encournge the
spersal of cvacucdes throughout the nation and this will continue
objective during tho finnl phase of the progrom.
116,000 a«ﬁnlw of Japanese descent originally evacuated,

hove now relocatod under YRA procsdures outside the West Const arcco.
noarly 705 of th A,urlc\“ citizen ovacucos boyond the age of 17 who
gibla “fon rclehtxaw It also '_A in nearly 2,500 Japanesc-Amecrican
inductod into thoe Army of the St tcs from roljcnt*ow centers, Tho great ma-
Jority of thu 35,000 ruljcatwu oV 0cs have bocome satisfactorily "dﬂuqvvd in thoir
now locetinns o ll possibly want to stay whero they are. lony of them, in faot,
will douvbtlcss now > arrangonents for having their paronts and othor fomily mem-
bare gtilla ho cgnturs come out and rcjoin them at their new homo.

mw.

The moss cxclusion 1c 3 revoked and the great msjo ity of etvacuccs arc freo
ar

to ost~blish rosidonce onviho i ho Unitod Statos. Th Rolocation Authority
will row work tow-rd an oorly liqu tion of the roloan tl)n cvnt rs which were cs
tobigheo prizdnelids T the tomns y maintontonoe of a disloetted people. No contcr
will bo closud in loss "'- 51ix s but it is anticipatod that all will bo closcd
within' o ooy Sunds hnve buen provided to the Fodernl Sccurity Agoncy for public
Sisiaticy to BaG s oongl loea 'l we 0 agoncics for thoso ovacuces who arc ineop-
ALt 1
ocatinn Authority 10 final phase of its: progrom, its im=
o Yl s W G MR s TG oo layal and law-obiding ovocuccs of
normel Amcricon cnvi nt, to rclicve loonl manpower shortagos
cut dovm povernnmont o 'jr-ﬁ”"]ittz% i the M:‘-tu-u-.c of & displaccd sogment
Hopulatin ;‘ ange objoctive will be to bring about a better cconomie
sati intionwide distribution of o minority groun which
doulitlsss too hervily concountrated bufaorc the war in onc particular scction of
GouRLNI,
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Full Text Of

THE WAR DEPARTMENT'S ANNOUNCEMENT OF DECEMBER 17, 1944

resoinding the mass exoclusion orders against persons
of Japanese ancestry formerly residing on the Pacific Coast.

o 0o

"Favorable progress of the war in the Pacific, as well as other devel-
opments, has resulted in a determination by the commending general of the
Western Defense Command, with the approval of the War Department, that the
continued mass exclusion from the West Coast of persons of Japanese ances-
try is no longer a matter of military necessity.

Exceptions Made

"For this reason, mass exclusion orders under which persons of Japan-
ese ancestry were evacuated from the Pacific Coast area in 1942 were revoked
today through the issuance by Maj. Gen. Henry C, Pratt, commanding general
of the Western Defense Command, of Public Proelamation No, 21,

"The revocation order provides that any person of Japanese ancestry
about whom information is available indicating a pro-Japanese attitude will
continue to be exeluded on an individual basis. Those persons of Japanese
encestry whose records have stood the tests of Army sorutiny during the
past two years will be permittocd the same freedom of movement throughout the
United States as other loyal citizens and law-abiding aliens.

Reasons Announced

"The decision to revoke the exclusion orders, first applied on March 24,
1942, was prompted by military considerations. Since the evacuation, our
armed forces steadily have pushed the enemy in the Pacific farther from our
shores and oloser to the Japanese home islands. Although hard fighting is
ahead in the Pagific, it no longer can be said, as it could be said in 1942,
that an enemy invasion of the West Coast on a large scale is a substantial
possibility.

"In 1942, it was impossible to make an immediate determination of which
persons of Japanese ancestry were loyal and which were note. Mass treatment
of all Japanese~Americans, therefore, was a necessary military precautions,
Since that time, persons of Japanese ancestry who were evacuated from the
coastal area have been thoroughly investigated from the standpoint of loyalty
probably more thoroughly than any other segment of our population,

"As a result of these investigations, it has been possible to make pro=-
gress in separating those who may be dengerous from those who are loyal to
the United Statess One of the first steps in this direction was taken by the
Army itself in seleoting those persons of military age among the persons of
Japanese ancestry who were acceptable for the Army, initially as volunteers
and later under selective services Many of these men were recruited from re-
location centers and many of them have families in the centers. The outstand-
ing record which these men have made fighting for the United States in Italy,
in France and in the Pacifio has shown conclusively ghat it is possible to

make sound judgments as to their loyalty.

"The War Department is awar® that the recision of mass exclusion will
create certain adjustment problems beyond military considerationss It be-
lieves however, that adequate solutions for these problems exist. The De-
partment of the Interior has informed the War Department that it intends to
put into effect a program based on a gradual and orderly return to the ifest
Coast and a vigorous continuation of its efforts to relocate persons of Jap-
anese descent throughout the United Statess

: "The War Department believes that the people of the Pacific Coast area
w1}l accord returning persons of Japanese encestry all the considerations to
whioh they are entitled as loyal citizens and law-abiding residents,”
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