


WAR DEPARTMENT

THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'’S OFFICE

I p
! ",
/ \ WASHINGTON

|§~ REPLY . .

REFER TO MA=O (Z—l-hh)
Washington 25, D. C.
February 1, 1944.

Miss Mary Jefferds, Secretary,
Pacific Coast Committee on American Principles and Fair Play,
465 California Street, Room 203,
San Francisco, California.

Dear Madam:

Reference is made to your letter of January 26, relative to
obtaining a copy of the publication, "Evacuation of the Japanese
From the West Coast'.

The War Department maintains a limited supply only of the
requested publication for use within the military establishment and
no surplus is available for general distribution. However, copies
can be purchased from the Superintendent of Documents, Government
Printing Office, this city, for $3.25 each.

Very truly yours,

) B Wl

J. A. ULIO,
Ma jor General,

The Adjut General.
by: ALY
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‘l ADDRESS REPLY TO
“THE ATTORNEY GENERAL"’
AND REFER TO

INITIALS AND NUMBER DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

TCC:EB:MRR WASHINGTON, D. C.

1977574 January 1, 1944

Mrs. Ruth W. Kingmen,

Executive Secretary,

Committee on American Principles and Fair Play,
2234 Telegraph Avenue,

Berkeley, California.

Dear lMrs.

citizens of Japanese ancestry

This will acknowledge receipt of your letter
of December 16th concerning our dealings with disloyal
citizens of Japanese ancestry. I enclose a complete copy
of the Attorney CGeneral's speech, to which I think you
refer in your letter.

Respectfully,

For the Attorney General,

Assistant AttorneJ General.

Enclosure No. 408428.
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TELEPHONE; YORK 6427

Vicente Villamin

106 SOUTH ARDEN BOULEVARD
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

.\K)\
NN

february 2, 1944

Mrs, Ruth Kingman, Secretary,
Pacific Coast Committee for American Ifrinciples Etc.
Sen francisco.

Dear Mrs. Kingman:

Mr, Miller Freeman of Seattle has left
with me a copy of his letter to you of January 24 concerning
the Japanese in the United States.

I am a Filipino and 4+ am interested
in the subject of the Japenese here and elsewhere., 1 should
like to receive from ycur organization literature on its
gims end activities.

Are you holding a meeting in the near
future where you will discuss the subject of the Japanese?

(U,
2 v 9 \'(- .-
Vicente Villamin
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American Friends Service Committee

Philadelphia * Pennsylvania

Chairman, RUFUS M. JONES Southern California Branch Executive Secretary, CLARENCE E. PICKETT
DAVID E. HENLEY
544 E. Orange Grove Avenue
Pasadena, California
Telephone . . . SYcamore 6-8159

February 3, 1944

Committee on American Principles
and Fair Play,

465 California Street,

San Francisco 4, California

Dear Friends:

We are sending you a package containing 100
copies of the last issue of our Japanese-American
Information Bulletin, a mimeographed series which we
have put out from time to time during the last two
years.

Our San Francisco office has asked us to send
these, so we assume that you have talked with them
and expressed interest in using the bulletins.

Sincerely yours,

For Esther B. Rhoads




PresioeNnt—THE Rev. D. R. Suares
Vice Presipents—Marcoum B. Vivas
Jupce Perry B. Jackson
DepARTMENT ViICE PRESIDENTS
Revicious Work—THe Rev. Joun W. Frynn
CaristiaN Epucation—Tae Rev. W, 8. Hockman
SociaL Acrion—THhe Ven. B. B. Comer Lie

% InTer-CrurcH RevaTiONs—THE Rev. W. H. Leacu
THE CLEVELAND CHURCH FEDERATION o e
1010 HIPPODROME BUILDING Business AND Finance—Frank P. Cereste
CuamrMAN BoArp or Trustees—Joun C. BARkLey
CHen’y 3147 Recorping SecreraAry—THe Rev. C. F. KennewEec
Treasurer—R. . CRAWFORD

CLEVELAND 14 “ OHIO i Executive Secrerary—THE Rev. O. M. WaLTOoN

ASSOCIATE SECRETARIES
EpucaTion—Miss Dorotry A. NYLAND
SociaL Work—Mgrs. Marcarer H. Hawkins
AssisTANT SECRETARY—Miss Maser E. GarnerT
Sor the Hdvancement of DProtestant C’o-olbz'lafion. and Christian q/lnity Orrice SECRETARIES—Miss BETTY STEWART
Miss Masa Nisur
Cuinese Center—Tne Rev. Wittiam Fune

February 3, 1944

Pacific Coast Committee on American Principles
and Fair Play

2234 Telegraph Avenue

Berkeley 4, California

Gentlemen;:

I am deeply grateful for the packet of material
which I received from your Committee.

I was especially interested in whatever activi-
ﬁf/ ties your group may have been carrying on in rela-
tion to making possible the return of Japanese-
Americans to the Pacific Coast. lie are quite con-
cerned about the reaction on the part of the parents
whose sons may be affected by the new draft ruling.

N/ We feel that any activity on the part of the
/ﬁeqerdl public showing interest along the lines of
§ returning the parents of drafted Japanese-Americans
to the West Coast, will aid materially in dispell-
ing possible discontent on the part of these parents.

T

L5

{, M

Wle were, therefore, interested in knowing if
your Comnxttee was engaged "IN any aetivity along
e TN, AN irmediate Treply Shd By THIorns tion
oMY be able to give us will be gratefully appre-
ciated.

Veryssincerely

QZ:PThe gey. Shunji Forrest Ni
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NATIONAL BROADCASTING COMPANY, INC.

N
S A 25 A RADIO CORPORATION OF AMERICA SERVICHE RN
prole gi / \
| )
SUNSET AND VINE \ /i
S L

HOLLY WOOD
28

SIDNEY N. STROTZ

VICE PRESIDENT Febmary 21 191*)4

Mrg Ruth W Kingman Executive Secretary
Committee on American Principles & Fair Play
223l, Telegraph Avenue

Berkeley California

Dear Mrs Kingmen:

' This will acknowledge receipt of your interesting
letter of February 5th, which I am quite sure, if you had knon the
fects in connection with the matter of Sargeant Kuroki, you would
now have written.

As we do with all military personnel appearing on
our networks, we checked with the War Department in Washington, and
at their specific request and based on our order issued to Sargeant
Kurcki, he was not permitted to go on the air, because at the time
he was scheduled to do so, the Japanese atrocity stories had been
issued by the Press. It was the feeling of the War Department not
to permit, regardless of s ervice record, any military personnel
with any Japanese blood, to make a public appearance of any nature.
For your further information, Sargeant Kuroki is appearing on the
Ginny 8imms program tomorrow, February 22nd, with the express per-
mission of the Wer Department and the National Broadcasting Company.

We are writing this letter to you for your informa-
tion and the information of your friends, so as to correct any
erroneous impression which may have been created by the newspaper
stories, which you may or may not realize were probably written
that way by the Press in view of the fact there is no love lost by
the Press toward any broadcasting organization.

Sincerely yours,
















Charge to the account of.

CLASS OF SERVICE DESIRED
DOMESTIC CABLE 1206- 2] CHECK N
TELEGRAM ORDINARY
DAY URGENT
LETTER RATE \ g

x ACCOUNTING INFORMATION
DEFERRED

UNION

A. N. WILLIAMS NEWCOMB CARLTON J. C. WILLEVER
PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT \

Send the following telegram, subject to the terms on back hereof, which are hereby agreed to

WANT A REPLY?

“Answer by WESTERN UNION"
or similar phrases may be

February 6, 1944 included without charge.

Honorable John J. MoCloy
Under-Secretary of War
- Washington D. C.

As President Commonwealth Club of California thank War Department warmly for

permitting Sergeant Ben Kuroki, American of Japanese descent, to address most

enthusiastic audienwcof seven hundred members. Deeply moved all. Earnestly
urge he remain in this area as oan help true American domocracy mightily.
Monroe E. Deutsch
Vice=President

University of California

Personal charge: Ash. 0862

CC: Mrs. Kingman
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WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

In reply, please refer to:

your last visit to

ne
e

8 previously

connections

These boys were turned over to
4

ounty authorities and it was necessary

.

arrangements to send them the Manzanaz
e

33

we

Jincerelwv vours
LncereLy yours,







Pebruary 8, 1944

Manager

KSFO Radio Station

Mark Hopkins Hotel Bldg.
Sen Francisco, California

My dear Sir:

In sending you this word of apprecietion for your
bro:=deesting Ben Kuroki's remerks lask week through the
initiative of Hr. Sidney Roger and on his six-thirty spot,
should like to add that I have hear & number of favorable
comnents. The gist of them was that you have done the Srmy
e good turn end also the ceause of the Americen Prineiples
and Fair Play Committee.

I am,

Cordially yours,

Sidney Roger
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BULL, BIART & BIEBERSTEIN
MADISON, WISCONSIN

4 OFFICE MEMO ¥+

Paul Taylor - Feb, 4, 1944

Ben Bull

Paul, how about my sending this to NB?E:>
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BuLL, BIART & BIEBERSTEIN
ATTORNEYS & COUNSELLORS

MADISON, WISCONSIN

February 4, 1944

NBC Broadcasting Station
Hollywood, California

Gentlemen:

On the 26th day of January, 1944, I wrote
to the Ginny Simms program inquiring as to why Sergeant
Ben Kuroki had been barred from participating in that
program. I now read as an explanation thereof, "The whole
American~Japanese question is highly controversial", If
that be the reason for barring Sergeant Kuroki from the
air, then I have this to say, and in doing so I think
I speak the opinion of millions of Americanss

Sergeant Kuroki volunteered for service shortly
after the outbreak of war, "to avenge Pearl Harbor",

He had to fight his way to get permission
to do combat work,

As a turret gunner he fought in thirty combat
missions in Europe.

He was captured with his crew by the Spaniards
and esceped from a Spanish prison campe.

He fought over the Ploestl oll fields, one of
the most dangerous missions of our alr corps.

Our country awarded him one or two distinguished
flying crosses,

They gave him, together with the other members
of his crew, the air medal with four oak leaf clusters.

He was presented to the King and Queen of England
with his crew.

These being some of the highest recognitlons
which our country can give to a soldier,

And then of all things, NBC had to come along &nd




BULL, BIART & BIEBERSTEIN @)
ATTORNEYS & COUNSELLORS k@
MADISON —L‘

WISCONSIN

give to this American hero publicized humiliation., What
shameful conduct for an institution in & great country
to an American soldier and the American uniform,

Put some iron in your blood to strengthen your
weak knees to enable you to stand by true American principles,

The War Department did not hesitate to grant
this man recognition because of his ancestry any more than they
would to grant proper recognition of an American of German
or Italian ancestry, The War Department did not hesitate and
neither did NBC at that time to broadcesp the statement of
the wounded nisie soldiers from the battle fields of Italy.
What a chance fopr promoting true Americanism and holding up
an ideal to be @axained by the nisie solders you fellows
passed up, :

.

Here a few days before the War Department had
announced that it was inducting all acceptable Americans of
Japanese ancestry, That must have been a body bleow to
Tolo'a militarists and yet you had to come along and by
public humiliation of this American soldier, for which you
gshould be aBhamed, you gave to Tojo and his militariata
the opportunity to present to the conquered Oriental races
this ammunition of race discrimination in this country.

How Toje must have laughed when you handed him thils package,

It is time that the race hating prejudice of
Californlia ceased injuring the ideals of this country,

This ies the month of Linceln's birthday, He had
to ponder on Jefferson'!s statement that all mer are crested
equal and he resolved that he would write into the Constitétion
of our country a guaranty against discrimination on account
of race or color, It is time we go back to the principles of
Jeffersen and Lincoln because such shameful discrimination
a8 you handed this American hero smacks too much of Hitler
and the ToJo militarists for red blooded Americans to take
without indignation,

To 211 American soldiers you owe an applogy for
this insult to the uniform ®f our country,

Now, of course, if you are going to.put~Sérgeant
Ben Kuroki on the glisy-or If there be e very good reason
other than one you have gily 'nen what I have said does
Frama————"

What this country needs is some of the vigorous

Americanism of Teddy Roosevelt instead of this weak-~kneed quibbling
b&cause of the bigoted 1deas of some people on the West Coast,

Very truly yours,

Benjamin H, Bull




PACIFIC ScHOOL OF RELIGION
1798 SCENIC AVENUE
BERKELEY 4, CALIFORNIA

February 8, 1944

Hanager

KSP0 Radio Station

Mark Hopkins Hotel Bldg.
San Francisco, California

Wy dear Sir:

In sending you this word of apprecietion for your
brocdeasting Ben Kuroki's remerks lask week through the
initiative of Mr. Sidney Roger and on his six-thirty spot, I
should like to add thet I hsve hear a number of favorable
comnents. The gist of them was that you have done the Army
e good turn and also the ceuse of the Americen Prineciples
and Fair Play Committee.

I am,

Cordially yours,

ce: Sidney Roger
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A AIR MAIL

TIME & LIFE BUILDING
ROCKEFELLER CENTER
NEW YORK

INCORPORATED

EXECUTIVE OFFICES

February 8, 1%44

Dear Mrs, Kingman:
You are entirely welcome to reprint from
TIME,with credit, these two letters requested, the

one on which the name was withheld from the December 27th

issue and the one from Sgt. Wadsworth Likely, TIME,

Jamary 10,

o Naturally we would be interested in seeing
{ the reprint,
e AR

Cordially yours,

LU, Wl

Isabella Van Meter
Assigstant to the Publisher

Mrs, Ruth W, Kingman

Committee on American Principles
and Fair Play

Room 203,

465 California Street

San Francisco, California

peripdimn










E E. OUTLAND

1TH DISTRICT

Congress of the Anited States
PHouse of Wepresentatives
Wasghington, B. C.

February 10,

Mrs. Ruth Kingman

SR
2234 Telegraph Avenue,

Berkeley, California.

Dear Ruth:

involved to go
into by letter, but I shall tell you all about it
when next we meet. You might be interested to know,
however, that Mrs. Roosevelt looked at the entire

letter and approved of it before I mailed it.
Do let me hear from you sometime.

Cordially,

COMMITTEES:

INDIAN AFFAIRS

IRRIGATION AND RECLAMATION
LABOR

PUBLIC BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS
PUBLIC LANDS

ROADS

TERRITORIES




FROM YCUR CONGRASSIEM IN WASFINMGTON
For release Thurs,
BY GERCG™ E. OQUTLAND evening, Feb. 10th
or Friday, Feb. 1llth.

On January 28th your representative and six other members of Congress
from the Pacific Coast addressed a letter to President Roosevelt, the
essential parts of which follow:

"All America was shocked and horrified this morning to read about the

atrocities thet were cormitted against American scldiers captured in

the Philippine Islands. Such atrocities, verified from reliable sources,

emphasize as nothing up to this time has emphasized, the need for all-

out prosecution of the war, and the complete devotion of our entire
energies as a people to bringing it tc a successful conclusion at the
earliest possible mement. They emphasize arain the inexorable fact that
a permanent peace in the Pacific is impossible without unconditional
surrender on the part of the Japanese. The military machine in that
country has obtained such a complete hold on its national life that
the peace and safety of other nations will never be secure without its
utter extinetion. Furthermore, these atrocities are so vicious as to
make it imperative thct those responsible for them be brought to trial
and punished. The eventual treaty of peace following hostilities should
provide that those men who committed, authorized, or sanctioned such
acts should be turned over to the Lmerican government for such trial
and punishment before final ratification of the treaty is made."
At this time we shculd like to express to you our convietions on cer-
tain problems that have developed since the evacuation from the ""est Coast
of Japarese and Americans of Japanese ancestry . . . . . . .!

The camp at Tule Lake is entirely different from other
war relocation centers. It is définitely set aside for disleval Jap-
anese, for those who have asked fcr repatriation or expatriation, and
for their families. Because of thies fact, we are of the opinicn that
Tule Lake should be administered rot by the "ar Relocation Authority,
but by the Department of Justice.

2. Return of Japanese tc_the “‘est Joast. “'e are of the opinion that the

return of any Japanses or ‘frerican citizens of Japanese ancestry to the
Pacific Cecast should not be nerritted for the duration of the WEBE- 5%

3. Disloyal Japanese. ~'e are of the opinion that those Japanese or

Apericans of Japanese ancestry who have demonstrated their disloyalty
to this country, or who heve $tated their preference for Japanese

rather then American citizenship should be returned to Japan at the




earliest possible c¢nportunity. The treaty of vneace shculd make definite
provision for such transfer for those whe have not been returned prior

to that time.

4. Public_statements. '’e condemn public statements by government of-

ficials, by the vress, and from any other source which continue to

inflame the minds of the American people on the subject of Japanese

Americans in this country, in view of the fact that such statements

may lead to seriocus consequences for the many thousands of American
prisoners still held by the Japanese.

5. Loyalty. "e reaffirm the traditional American principle that
undivided loyalty tc the United States of America, and not racial,
religious, or economic status, is the final test of the true American.

6. Relocation program. The 'lfest Coast in general and California in

particular have always faced a more complex problem in connection with
people of Oriental extraction than have other perts of the United

States. We -are of the opinion that the easing of tension in this area
and a solution to many of the postwar problems in this connection will
be met through & successful voluntary program of resettlement of loyal
citizens of Japanese ancestry in other parts of the United States,

Such a program is now under way, and its success or failure will in a

large part determine the Japanese problem on the Pacific Coast."

In addition to your representative this letter to the President was
signed by Congressmen Voorhis, Rogers, Holifield, Izac and .Ford,.of California,

and Congressman Coffee of "ashington.

Unitl next week
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v THE PACIFIC CuAST,INC.
2234 Telegraph

Berkeley 4,Cal.

Dear Sirs:

Thank you for your order for press clipping
service.

We are enclosing cur order Iform for your signa-
ture. It is necessary that we have this as your
written authority to render service.

Upon receipt of your signed order clippings,which
are now being marked, will immediately be released
to you as you have requested.

Please keep the duplicate pgrt of this contract for
your uvwn files.

Any suggestions or comments which will assist us
in serving you will always be appreciated.

\Curdially,
/
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WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY
WASHINGTON, D. C.

February 1944

Mrs. Ruth W. Kingmen

Executive Secretary of the Pacific Coast
Committee on American Prineiples and Fair Play

Berkeley, California

Dear Mrs. Kingman:

On return to my office I have your telegram of January
28 which I imagine relates to the appearance of Sergeant
Kuroki on & National Broadcasting Company program on the West
n
Coast.

I have looked into this matter and I find that in a
conversation between the officials of the National Broadcasting
Company and members of the Bureau of Public Relations of the
War Department, it was thought advisable not to expose Sergeant
Kuroki to & possible embarrassment out of reactions resulting
from publication of the Japanese atrocities against our soldiers.
I am told it was & mere matter of timing his appearance.

On several occasions American soldiers of Japanese
descent have broadcasted on the Army Hour and on other shows.
Certainly the Army and the War Department are very much opposed
to any discrimination being shown against soldiers who have
distinguished themselves as has Sergeant Kuroki.

I am assured that the acquiescence of the Bureau of Public
Relations to the removal of Sergeant Kuroki from the air at
that particular time was motivated only by a desire to protect
him and his position as an American soldier of Japanese descent.
From your telegram it appears that an implication was drawn
that was most unfortunate, and the result of the decision may
have been just the opposite of what was intended. However,
you can be certain that the War Department is opposed to any
action which is unworthy of the fine service of those who, like
Kuroki, have so fully demonstrated their devotion to this country.

Sincerely yours,

-~
. McCloy
cretary of War

John J
Assistant Se







466 Bast California Street
Pasadenay®y California

February 12y 1944
Lieutenant Robert A, Smith
*Somewhere in the Southwest Pacific"
Dear Lieutemant Smiths

Your letter writtenm on Jamuary 28th reached me on February 9th, which
considering ell the circumstances seemed very good time to mee It with its
enclosed "Poem" gave me the best laugh I have had in many a dayy so I am ine
debted to you and Robert Archere

It is very heartening, indeed, for those of us whe have been fander
attack by some of the self appointed patriots at home, to find soldiers on the

other side of the world taking the trouble to write and approve of what we are
trying to do in helping to preserve democragy at home. A friend of mine returned
this week from an extensive trip on educational matters and declared we are now
sowing the seeds of the third World War in our own country in the rising surge
of anti racial feeling. Here it is the "Japas", in the South {and increasing
about here) the Negro, and everywhere the Jew. LLittle Tokyo" in Los Angeles is
now congested with newly arrived negroes from the South and the authorities are
beginning to fear trouble.

If I had known you were planmning to writey I should have asked you to do
it in some form which I eould use in publicitye I had two letters from soldiers
in this countyy who read TIME on their way home for Christmas vacation and wrote
me in approval of our stand. Later ome of them at my request wrote again, leaving
out the very amusing things he said about lir. Gannom, and gave me permisgion to
uge it in any way I chose. He said the second letter sounded like "warmed over
hagh”. Also I received a copy of a fime letter writtem to lMr. Gannon and I
wrote Corporal Leung in Hawaii and secured his permission to use that letter.¥We
were going to put them on some sheets for distribution but now the Pacific Coast
Committee is goinmg to do it on a larger scales If you wish %o write again; approv-
ing the work of our Committee and expressing the danger you feel inm nullifying
the war aims by such conduct at homey and give me permissiom 10 use it with your
neme, T shall be very glads I enclose copies of the two letiers I mentioned.

The Los Angeles “Hearing" was really a burlesque, suitable for a Gilvert
and Sulliven theme. I happohed to be the only woman called during the two days
and vhile it was mot at all a pleasant experience, I think it really did our
cauge much goode Mamy of the other magazines took it up in some form, Christian
Science Momitor, New Republic, The Natiom and a eouple &f weeks ago, Polie= the
New York paper had two lomg articles after sending a reporter out heree.




Mre Gannon has not fared very well in any of them, mor Vincent Thomas who
hed so much to say about the Bill of Rights. As to the latter's remark "It is
only a subterfuge that the Bill of Rights applies to the States" Harold
Lavine in P.M, said "The newspapers quoted him soberly. Nome mentioned that
Thomas had flunked the California State Bar exam only a few days before."

So far Mr. Cannon has not ealled the Hearing in San Francisco which he threat-
ened but if you recognize the names on the Advisory Board mambership, you
know they have nothing to fear.

The Northfield, Mimnesota Post of the American Legiom has been fighting
this sort of thing in the Legiom and the Minnesota State Comvention of the
Legion voted against such policies of the Natiomal Legion after their pro-
fessed statement of what they stood for. Our Pasadena Post has gone on record
for policies most unfortunate and yet all members do net approve. for Mr,
MecAdamgour vice-chairman is a member of the Pasadena Post.

We had a fine meeting recemtly with Dillon lMiyer as a speaker andhe
welcomed all questions and answered them in detail. I wired the President and
our Congressman that we wished him retained as Director of the WeRe.Ae I have
great confidence in him,

Thank you very much for your letter and I should be pleased to hear from
you againe I want to expend mybwarm wishes for your continued success im the
part of the world where you are serving and to congratulate you on your
citation.

Sineerely yours,
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WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY

WASHINGTON

Mr. Arthur C. McGiffert, Jr.

Chairman, Executive Committee

Committee on American Principles and Fair Play
465 California Street

San Francisco, California

Dear Mr. McGiffert:

Thank you very much for the suggestion in your letter
of February 15.

The nisei who registered in West Coast states are given
their pre-induction physical examinations in the states where
they now live, and so far as we have heard, are being accorded
fair and impartial treatment.

The Selective Service officials, especially in the

national office, are fully conversant with the problems in-
volved and, insofar as we have observed, have handled matters
splendidly, The few cases of misunderstanding or failure

to follow the established procedures have been quickly corrected.

Some local Selective Servide boards on the Coast have
stated that they welcome the induction of the nisei because it
provides in effect a deferment of several months for fathers
of military age.

Sincerely,

Directo
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AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION

170 FIFTH AVENUE
NEW YORK CITY
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