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Excerpt from letter to Mom from Mrs. S. Hamada - April 20, 1964

"Sorekara imasara moshi age masu nomo hazukashii koto de

gozaimasu ga, watashi was Yoshiko-sama no sakuhin no kakure

taru fan de saishin no osakuhin igai wa hotondo yamasete itadaki

yujin no okosama ni present shitari shite kangeki shite orimasu.

Sakuhin no naka ni katsuyaku (active) suru kodomotachi ga

mina gchida-ke no okosama ni miyete soreni atatakai home

atmosphere, odaidokoro kara nagareru bacon ya,pancake no

kaori, tanoshii surprise party, sono haigo (background) ni

irasharu mama wa Mrs. Uchida no yo na sakkaku (illusion)

wo okoshite shimai masu. Omagosama wa Michiko-sama ohitori

demo sakuhin no naka ni nagaku nagaku ikiru Uchida-ke no

"omago sama” no koto omoimashite (kento chigai kamo shirema
ordinary

sen ga) sakuhin no naka no sarigenai yo na (nenehalaRt)

tokoro ni namida ga dete shikataga gozai masen deshita.

Yokei no koto kaki mashite oyurushi kudasai mase.M
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March ij., 195>3
Dear Kazu:

Many thanks for the Murase article, | can*t make mine that long, but here
are a few thoughts which you might like to include.

Miss Uchida came to Japan in October of last year. Of herimpressions of
Japan in general, she says: "When 1 fA®OCtt©ame to Japan, its poverty, its
unsanitary conditions, its low standard of living as compared with the
United States, and other external aspects that differed from American life
were uppermost in my mind.

"Mow that X have been here for five months, however, those purely physical
aspects of Japan have become increasingly unimportant for me. | have come
to understand and respect Japanese culture, and have found much to admire
in the serenity and beauty of its many art forms.

"The sense of beauty and dsieipllne which is evident in so much of Japan-
ese life has Dbeen especially meaningful to me in such things as the drama,
painting, architecture, cha-no-yu, ike~bana, and many of the lovely Japanese
gardens. Their restrained simplicity is refreshing, and it is interesting
to see that what is considered good modernart today had already been anti-
cipated hundreds of years ago by the artists and architects of Japan. Am
erica has already discovered this, and is finding the orient a most product-
ive source of good modern design.

"Just as America is benefiting from the positive aspects of Japm ese life,
| hope Japan, too, will be selective in what it adapts from the west. It
seems that many young people in Japan today are indiscrirainatingly adapting
as many western ways as possible. Some of these are only very superficial
aspects of American life, and yet, they seen to be incorporated into Japanese
life as a part of "democracy”. It seems to me too, that the concept of
freedom Is misunderstood In connection with "westernization™, and that in
many cases, freedom without a sense of responsibility, is doing more harm
than good. | hope the young people of Japan, in their efforts to become
"westernized” will not let their own magnificient cultural heritage become

obscured



"I would like to see much more of the really fine, genuinely Japanese
art products s.ent to the United States, and think the present exhibit of
paintings and sculptures touring America is one of the most successful
and constructive steps taken recently to promote better understanding be-
tween Japan and America. The New York Times recently featured a two page
story of this exhibit in their Sunday Magazine Section, calling it fThe
Best from Japan,”

”1 hope that Japan will contihue to send out to the world more of its
fbest” - and not simply items which she assumes will appeal to westerners,
Japan’s ”"Best” is something to be proud of, and has already won the respect
of America,

an
“it is my feeling that such/exchange of art forms feKjexxiiXLXimxxisrax

XEBxnkxdusx is one of the most concrete and positive ways to promote better

understanding between our two countries,”

F ¥ S
Maybe you could use the above at the end of your present article. | ’m also
copying in below, the statement which | sent to Ford on what i hope to do
here, | think you*ve already included most of this in your article as it

now stands, but take from it whatever else you like,
”1 believe one of the most important steps we can take toward bringing about
better international relations is to educate our children to think in "world-
wide” terms, and to help them understand and respect people of cultures other
thent their own. It is my hope to contribute to this aim by studying the
way of life in Japan, and interpreting it through books, for the children
of America, | hope to assemble more folk tales for a second collection, aid
also to write a book about a Japmese child, depicting the every day life of
a school-aged child,

“Through these books, | hope American children w 11 realize that children
the world over have similar hopes and fears and joys, in spite of growing up
in varying cultural backgrounds, | think it is terribly important for childrei

to feel this “oneness” of people throughout the world, as well as to learn to
respect differences in patterns of thought and life.”
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Tuesday

Dear Yoshi;

This is about the most honored gesture anyone
has shown our children, and 1 wish you could have
seen the wonderful look on their faces when they
saw their names in the book* My first impulse was
to write you right away, out on second thohght i
thought | would firjfet read the book* The fairy
tales are all new to me, a departure from the more
common and popular ones that we used to hear and
read in our Japanese school primers. The stories
have such a wonderful moral to them, Children
should benefit greatly from them. Now, if we as
adults can continue to practice the wonderful
lessons we are taughti | think | like the "The
Foolish Cats" the best of the collection. J-t is
very typical of so many situations in life. Some
give-and-take or compromise seems wiser.

I tls wonaerful that your books are being trans-

la ued into other languages. | wonder if they are
simple enough in either Spanish or French for
beginner students in U.b. to comprehend. | wonder

if the book stores in this country would handle
them?

How are Obasan and ujisan? We'.ve had 2inches
of rain the past two days. Has it rained as much
in the north? 1 well rememoer how Mama*s health
condition changed with the weather. is this so
with your mother and father? | do believe that
warm weather is better for Ojisan's condition and
older persons in general*

Oh yes, Yoshi, | am marvelling that
you found the time and energy to write when not
too long ago you were down with mono. Maybe It
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The following will attend The Robert Gordon
Sproul Associates and The Chancellor's Circle
football luncheon at International House on
Saturday, October 15, 1988.

Please print first and last name of each guest.

Daytime phone number ( )

Please respond by October 7, 1988

Make check payable to UC Berkeley Foundation.
($15 per Person)
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October 31, 1988

"You are ray friends." Friendship is a mixture of joy and
sorrow, love and obligation, comfort and responsibility.

In this church we learn of Jesus, and become his friend. In
turn we become friends with each other. In the tough times of
our lives, and in the best, our friends surround us.

In this church we have friends that leave us to minister
elsewhere. Yet they are still our friends whom we love and
support.

This place we love and i1ts people and programs are our

financial responsibility. On November 20 during morning worship,
yo y+13 ogV-~fnr* vnnr. nlpH gnnnnrf f-ho rhiiroh *o mioginn fnr



YOSHIKO UCHIDA 16B5 SOLANO AVENUE, NO. 108§
BERKELEY. CALIFORNIA 3-4707

(415) 524-1 152

and address in bold face so you can read it clearly.
Yoshiko Uchida
1685 Solano Ave., #102
Berkeley, CA. 94707

I 11 write you again soon, but in the meantime, please know
I send you warm loving wishes and deepest thanks for all your

kind thoughts of me.

With fondest wishes and love,
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