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E x c e rp t from  l e t t e r to  Mom from  M rs. S . Hamada -  A p r i l  2 0 , 1964

" S o re k a ra  im a sa ra  m oshi age  masu nomo h a z u k a s h i i  k o to  de

g o za im asu  g a , w a ta s h i  was Y osh iko-sam a no sa k u h in  no k a k u re

t a r u  f a n  de s a i s h i n  no o sa k u h in  i g a i  wa h o to n d o  y am ase te  i t a d a k i

y u j in  no okosam a n i  p r e s e n t  s h i t a r i  s h i t e  k a n g ek i s h i t e  o r im a su .

S ak u h in  no n ak a  n i  k a ts u y a k u  ( a c t i v e )  s u ru  kodom otach i ga

m ina g c h id a -k e  no okosam a n i  m iy e te  s o r e n i  a t a t a k a i  home

a tm o sp h e re , o d a id o k o ro  k a ra  n a g a re ru  b aco n  y a ,p a n c a k e  no

k a o r i ,  t a n o s h i i  s u r p r i s e  p a r t y ,  sono h a ig o  (b ac k g ro u n d ) n i

i r a s h a r u  mama wa M rs. U ch ida  no yo na sak k ak u  ( i l l u s i o n )

wo o k o s h i te  sh im a i m asu. Omagosama wa M ich iko -sam a o h i t o r i

demo sa k u h in  no n aka  n i  nagaku  nagaku  i k i r u  U c h id a -k e  no

"omago sam a” no k o to  om o im ash ite  (k e n to  c h ig a i  kamo sh ire m a
o r d in a r y

se n  g a )  sa k u h in  no naka  no s a r ig e n a i  yo na  (n e n e h a la R t)  

to k o ro  n i  nam ida ga d e te  s h ik a ta g a  g o z a i  m asen d e s h i t a .

Yokei no k o to  k a k i m a s h ite  o y u ru sh i k u d a s a i  m a s e .M
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M arch ij., 195>3

D ear K azu:

Many th a n k s  f o r  t h e  M urase a r t i c l e ,  I  c a n * t make m ine t h a t  lo n g ,  b u t  h e re  
a r e  a  few  th o u g h ts  w h ich  you m ig h t l i k e  t o  i n c lu d e .

M iss U chida  came to Ja p an  i n  O c to b e r o f  l a s t  y e a r .  Of h e r im p r e s s io n s  o f  

Ja p a n  i n  g e n e r a l ,  sh e  s a y s :  "When 1 f  A®©tt©ame to  J a p a n , i t s  p o v e r ty ,  i t s  

u n s a n i t a r y  c o n d i t i o n s ,  i t s  low  s ta n d a r d  o f  l i v i n g  as  com pared w ith  th e  

U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  and  o t h e r  e x t e r n a l  a s p e c t s  t h a t  d i f f e r e d  from  A m erican  l i f e  

w ere u p p e rm o st i n  my m ind .

"Mow t h a t  X h ave  b e en  h e r e  f o r  f i v e  m o n th s , ho w ev er, th o s e  p u r e ly  p h y s i c a l  

a s p e c t s  o f  Japan  h av e  become i n c r e a s in g l y  u n im p o r ta n t  f o r  me. I  h ave  come 

to  u n d e rs ta n d  and r e s p e c t  Ja p a n e se  c u l t u r e ,  and  h ave  fo u n d  much t o  ad m ire  

i n  th e  s e r e n i t y  and b e a u ty  o f  i t s  many a r t  fo rm s .

"The s e n s e  o f  b e a u ty  and d s i e i p l l n e  w hich  i s  e v id e n t  i n  so  much o f  Jap an ­

e s e  l i f e  h a s  b een  e s p e c i a l l y  m e a n in g fu l  to  me i n  such  th in g s  a s  th e  d ram a, 

p a i n t i n g ,  a r c h i t e c t u r e ,  c h a -n o -y u , ik e ~ b a n a , and many o f  th e  lo v e ly  Ja p a n e se  

g a rd e n s .  T h e ir  r e s t r a i n e d  s i m p l i c i t y  i s  r e f r e s h i n g ,  and  i t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  

t o  se e  t h a t  w hat i s  c o n s id e r e d  good m odern a r t  to d a y  h ad  a l r e a d y  b e e n  a n t i ­

c ip a te d  h u n d re d s  o f  y e a r s  ago by  th e  a r t i s t s  and a r c h i t e c t s  o f  J a p a n . Am­

e r i c a  h a s  a l r e a d y  d is c o v e re d  t h i s ,  and  i s  f i n d in g  th e  o r i e n t  a  m ost p r o d u c t ­

iv e  so u rc e  o f  good m odern d e s ig n .

" J u s t  a s  A m erica i s  b e n e f i t i n g  from  th e  p o s i t i v e  a s p e c t s  o f  Japm  e s e  l i f e ,  

I  hope  J a p a n , t o o ,  w i l l  be s e l e c t i v e  i n  w hat i t  a d a p ts  from  t h e  w e s t .  I t  

seem s t h a t  many young p e o p le  i n  Japan  to d a y  a re  i n d i s c r i r a i n a t i n g l y  a d a p t in g  

as many w e s te rn  ways a s  p o s s i b l e .  Some o f  th e s e  a re  o n ly  v e ry  s u p e r f i c i a l  

a s p e c t s  o f  A m erican l i f e ,  and  y e t ,  th e y  seen to  b e  in c o r p o r a te d  in to  J a p a n e se  

l i f e  a s  a  p a r t  o f  "d em o cracy " . I t  seem s t o  me to o ,  t h a t  th e  c o n c e p t o f  

freed o m  I s  m is u n d e rs to o d  In  c o n n e c t io n  w i th  " w e s t e r n i z a t io n " ,  and t h a t  i n  

many c a s e s ,  freed o m  w ith o u t  a  se n se  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  i s  d o in g  more harm  

th a n  g o o d . I  hope th e  young p e o p le  o f  J a p a n , i n  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  to  become 

" w e s te rn iz e d "  w i l l  n o t  l e t  t h e i r  own m a g n i f ic i e n t  c u l t u r a l  h e r i t a g e  become

o b sc u re d
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" I  w ould l i k e  to  see  much m ore o f  th e  r e a l l y  f i n e ,  g e n u in e ly  J a p a n e se  

a r t  p ro d u c ts  s.ent t o  th e  U n ite d  S t a t e s ,  and t h in k  th e  p r e s e n t  e x h i b i t  o f  

p a in t i n g s  and s c u lp tu r e s  t o u r in g  A m erica i s  one o f  th e  m ost s u c c e s s f u l  

and c o n s t r u c t iv e  s t e p s  ta k e n  r e c e n t l y  t o  p ro m o te  b e t t e r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  b e ­

tw een  Ja p a n  and A m erica . The New York Tim es r e c e n t l y  f e a tu r e d  a two page 

s to r y  o f  t h i s  e x h i b i t  i n  t h e i r  Sunday M agazine S e c t io n ,  c a l l i n g  i t  f,The 

B e s t from  J a p a n ,”

”1 hope t h a t  Jap an  w i l l  c o n tih u e  t o  se n d  o u t to  th e  w o rld  m ore o f  i t s  

ffb e s t ” -  and n o t s im p ly  i te m s  w h ich  she  assum es w i l l  a p p e a l  t o  w e s t e r n e r s ,  

J a p a n ’ s ”B e s t” i s  so m e th in g  to  be  p ro u d  o f ,  and h a s  a l r e a d y  won t h e  r e s p e c t  

o f  A m erica ,
an

“ i t  i s  my f e e l i n g  t h a t  su c h /e x c h a n g e  o f  a r t  fo rm s feKjcxxiiXLXimxxisrax 

xEBxnkxdusx i s  one o f  th e  m ost c o n c r e te  and p o s i t i v e  ways to  p rom ote  b e t t e r  

u n d e r s ta n d in g  b e tw een  o u r  two c o u n t r i e s , ”

35* '0? 35" 5J1
Maybe you c o u ld  u se  th e  above a t  th e  end o f  y o u r p r e s e n t  a r t i c l e .  I ’m a lso  
c o p y in g  i n  b e lo w , th e  s ta te m e n t  w h ich  I  s e n t  t o  F o rd  on w hat i  hope t o  do 
h e r e ,  I  t h in k  you*ve a l r e a d y  in c lu d e d  m ost o f  t h i s  i n  y o u r a r t i c l e  a s  i t  
now s t a n d s ,  b u t  ta k e  fro m  i t  w h a te v e r  e l s e  you  l i k e ,

”1 b e l i e v e  one o f  t h e  m ost im p o r ta n t  s te p s  we c an  tak e  to w a rd  b r in g in g  ab o u t 

b e t t e r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  i s  to  e d u c a te  ou r c h i l d r e n  t o  t h i n k  i n  ”w o r ld -  

w id e ” te r m s ,  and to  h e lp  them  u n d e rs ta n d  and r e s p e c t  p e o p le  o f c u l t u r e s  o th e r  

t h e n t  t h e i r  own. I t  i s  my hope to  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h i s  aim  by s tu d y in g  th e  

way o f  l i f e  i n  J a p a n , and  i n t e r p r e t i n g  i t  th ro u g h  b o o k s , f o r  th e  c h i ld r e n  

o f  A m erica , I  hope to  a s s e m b le  more f o l k  t a l e s  f o r  a se co n d  c o l l e c t i o n ,  a id  

a l s o  t o  w r i t e  a  book a b o u t a J a p m e s e  c h i l d ,  d e p ic t i n g  th e  e v e ry  d a y  l i f e  o f  

a  s c h o o l-a g e d  c h i l d ,

“T hrough  th e s e  b o o k s , I  hope A m erican  c h i l d r e n  w 11 r e a l i z e  t h a t  c h i l d r e n

th e  w o rld  o v e r  have  s i m i l a r  h o p es and f e a r s  and jo y s ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  g row ing  up

i n  v a ry in g  c u l t u r a l  b a c k g ro u n d s , I  t h in k  i t  i s  t e r r i b l y  im p o r ta n t  f o r  c h i l d r e i

t o  f e e l  t h i s  “o n e n e s s ” o f  p e o p le  th ro u g h o u t  th e  w o r ld , a s  w e l l  a s  to  l e a r n  t o  
r e s p e c t  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  p a t t e r n s  o f  th o u g h t  and l i f e . ”
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Dear Y o sh i;

T h is  i s  ab o u t th e  m ost h o n o red  g e s tu r e  anyone 
h as shown o u r  c h i l d r e n ,  and 1 w is h  you c o u ld  have  
se e n  th e  w o n d e rfu l lo o k  on t h e i r  f a c e s  when th e y  
saw t h e i r  names i n  th e  book* My f i r s t  im p u lse  w a s  
to  w r i t e  you  r i g h t  away, o u t on  seco n d  th o h g h t i  
th o u g h t I  w ould fir jfe t r e a d  th e  book* The f a i r y  
t a l e s  a re  a l l  new to  me, a d e p a r tu r e  from  th e  more 
common and p o p u la r  o n es t h a t  we u se d  to  h e a r  and 
r e a d  in  o u r  J a p a n e se  sc h o o l p r im e r s .  The s t o r i e s  
have su c h  a w o n d e rfu l m o ra l to  them , C h ild re n  
sh o u ld  b e n e f i t  g r e a t l y  from  them . Now, i f  we as 
a d u l t s  can  c o n tin u e  to  p r a c t i c e  th e  w o n d e rfu l 
l e s s o n s  we a re  t a u g h t i  I  t h in k  I  l i k e  th e  "The 
F o o l i s h  C a ts "  th e  b e s t  o f  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n .  J-t i s  
v e ry  t y p i c a l  o f  so  many s i t u a t i o n s  i n  l i f e .  Some 
g iv e - a n d - ta k e  o r  com prom ise seem s w i s e r .

I t 1s w o n a e rfu l  t h a t  y o u r books a re  b e in g  t r a n s -  
l a  ued in to  o th e r  la n g u a g e s .  I  w onder i f  th e y  a re  
s im p le  enough i n  e i t h e r  S p a n ish  o r  F ren ch  f o r  
b e g in n e r  s tu d e n ts  i n  U .b . t o  com prehend . I  wonder 
i f  t h e  book s t o r e s  i n  t h i s  c o u n try  w ould h a n d le  
them ?

How a re  Obasan and u j i s a n ?  We'.ve had  2 in c h e s  
o f  r a i n  th e  p a s t  two d a y s . Has i t  r a in e d  as much 
i n  th e  n o r th ?  1 w e l l  rem em oer how Mama*s h e a l t h  
c o n d i t io n  ch an g ed  w ith  th e  w e a th e r .  i s  t h i s  so 
w ith  y o u r m o th e r and f a t h e r ?  I do b e l ie v e  t h a t  
warm w e a th e r  i s  b e t t e r  fo r  O j i s a n 's  c o n d i t io n  and 
o ld e r  p e rs o n s  i n  g e n e ra l*

Oh y e s ,  Y o s h i, I  am m a r v e l l in g  t h a t
you fo u n d  th e  tim e  and e n e rg y  to  w r i t e  when n o t 
to o  lo n g  ago you w ere down w ith  mono. Maybe I t
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'ĵ

vJ «  h  ^  ^

IA/u T
l/uJ-OUrxtcJ

h ^ X -

( j)< A A 4 a^  tAjv^ , f KV ^  <1
Uj - n U l  </ ~f^Uyv^

»A , 1 —.,   .. ----  '

* <̂\ T v __--s

i



The following will attend The Robert Gordon 
Sproul Associates and The Chancellor's Circle 
football luncheon at International House on 
Saturday, October 15, 1988.

Please print first and last name of each guest.

Daytime phone number ( )

Please respond by October 7, 1988

Make check payable to UC Berkeley Foundation. 
($15 per Person)
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O c to b e r 31 , 1988

"You are ray friends." Friendship is a mixture of joy and 
sorrow, love and obligation, comfort and responsibility.

In this church we learn of Jesus, and become his friend. In 
turn we become friends with each other. In the tough times of 
our lives, and in the best, our friends surround us.

In this church we have friends that leave us to minister 
elsewhere. Yet they are still our friends whom we love and 
support.

This place we love and its people and programs are our 
financial responsibility. On November 20 during morning worship,
y o y ~i 1 3 9 g V ~ f  nr* v nnr. n 1 p H g n nnnr f  f-ho r hi iroh * o m -i o g i n n f  nr



Y O S H I K O  U C H I D A 1 6 B 5  S O L A N O  A V E N U E , N O . 1 O S  
B E R K E L E Y . C A L IF O R N IA  3 - 4 7 0 7
( 4 1 5 )  5 2 4 - 1  1 5 2

and a d d re s s  in  b o ld  f a c e  so  you can  r e a d  i t  c l e a r l y .
Y osh iko  U chida
1685 S o la n o  A v e ., #102
B e rk e le y ,  CA. 94707

I  11 w r i t e  you a g a in  so o n , b u t  in  th e  m ean tim e, p l e a s e  know 
I  sen d  you warm lo v in g  w ish e s  and d e e p e s t  th a n k s  f o r  a l l  y o u r 
k in d  th o u g h ts  o f  me.

W ith f o n d e s t  w ish e s  and lo v e ,
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