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Q,
1685 S o lan o  Avc.
Apt. 102
Berkeley, Calif. 9^707 
March 1?, 1972

Mrs. Mary Nagata ̂  
c/o Mr. George Tanaka 
1671 Walnut St.
%an Carlos, California 9^-6  10  

5-q?-*73<J<)
Dear Mrs, Hag at as

TpUxJI . 

t> 6 3
o

Your name was given to me by Yasuo Abiko 
of the Hichibe1 Times, who thought you might be 
able to assist me in securing some informationabout 
your father (or grandfather?) Tanaka, Tsurukichi.

I am a writer of children's books (my 17th 
and latest book was JOURNEY TO TOPAZ$, and am hoping 
to research the history of early Japanese pioneers 
to California to incorporate into my future writing.
Yas Abiko thought the story of Mr. Tanaka was one 
of the most interesting he had heard.

He also told me that you were the family 
''historian’*, but could not locate your address or 
phone number and gave me that of your brother.

I wonder if you would be good enough to 
send me your address and phone number on the enclosed 
post card and let me know whether it would be possible 
for me to come to talk to you for an hour or two some 
day. I don't drive on the freeways myself, but could 
get a ride to Belmont with a friend some Thursday or 
Friday, I would call you first to determine a mutually 
convenient day.

I shall look forward to hearing from you.
Sincerely,

ioshiko Uchida
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12- 12-71
CONVERSATION WITH YASUO ABIKO

tory of Tanaka, Tsuruklchl interesting. sneaked out of Japa

He came to US about 1867 at age 1 .̂ Father was friend of Townsend 
Harris, Got on British boat and came as cabin boy, Officers 
were very rough on the men. Jumped ship in Honolulu and came to US. 
Capt, was kind and intorducedhim to an Am. friend here, (owner of 
shoe factory?), He went to school here.
He was already here whfen the first mission under the Meiji GoVt. 
arrived in 1872, (Other missions had come before that.)
He was told to learn a trade and go back to Japan. Tried to go 
to Virginia City to learn about mining, but there was persecution 
from the Chinese (?),
He went to Alaska to learn fishin, and salt making. Whet back to 
Japan and given land near Tokyo. T< ' ‘ } (?) father of

Came back to US. (when?) Worked for the Orpheum Circuit when he 
was close to 80. Was in chge of the janitors, but kicked out when 
everything unionized. He was made Ass’t Treasurer (as such, he 
counted thousands of tickets that came in to theatres each day,)
Married one of daughters of interpreter on First mission to US (1886)

en* Géorge Tanaka (Belmont, Mary Nagata (Belmont - seems to 
be the historian of the family), one other married to h&kujin in 
Richmond (close to 80),

Kay Tsukamoto



; I \ Interview* Mrs. Mary Nagata
4 v 9-1-72

\- Mother* Shizue Namura
- Father* Tsurukichi Tanaka - was called Thomas
- Graddmother - Kame. Her father was in first mission to U.S.
Children* Susie Kreider - Albanjiy 980)

Chiyo Izumi - Hawaii (deceased)
Mary Nagata - San Carlos 975)
Alice Kurata - Kanazawa ken 
George Tanaka - San carlos

- Father came to US as a young boy; stow away. Mother said he was a 
shoganai boy,
-She doesn't seem to know too much about her father's life,
- Grew up South of Market St. 1905 moved up to Twin Peaks, Grandmother 
was here, because she came with her mother. She said she never would 
have come if she knew life was going to be so hard. In Japan she had 
servants and a good life. Grandmother was afraid of fire, so moved.
Susie found ads and they went around looking at homes, ... She remembers 
horse and carriages. They lived above a stable , used to watch horse and 
buggies going out,
- M, spoke Japanese, but Father spoke English to them. He was the head 
of the janitors at the Orpheum. Many J. worked for him. When union 
stepped in, couldn't hire Japanese. Trouble started.... He wanted to 
learnt how to make salt and take the skills back to Japan, but was 
unsuccessful because of the climate. He took the first cattle to Japan.
He was one of the first J, to get citizenship, (how?)
- 1906 Earthquake»
5*30 a.m. beds began to shake. Mother told them to lie quiet. First 
shock was very severe. They looked downtown and could see fires every 
where. Susie went to Mitsui where she was working and put valualbes 
into S. Dep. box. Fire came up to Van Ness. They had a well for water, 
so F. opened it up. Refugees came and camped on the hill. Garandmother 
made hibachi with bricks and they cooked outside with wood. They used 
to use kerosene lamps, then gas came. They had a gas stove, but couldn't 
use it after earthquake. They had to stand in bread lines for 
food. One would get bread, one potatoes, another corned beef. They had 
to get rations for each day. The Army took over. Father brot back sacks 
of rice. Lots of the Orpheum theatrical peole came. People slept on the 
floors. After the quake, the Orpheum moved to the Cliff House. Mary 
remembers walking thru Golden Gate park to get there. Later moved to 
OFarrell. They were the only J. on twin pfeaks.
1908-09* All J. were to go to some Chinese school. Discrimination ag 
J, Mother made her stay home, saying she wouldn't send fcier to those 
schools. Few kxti Irish children called her names. They used to fight.
- she married Mr. Iwata. The Iwata Bros had art shops in the Stockton 
area. He didn't get along with the bro., so he went to work as a laborer. In those days, Isleton, Walnut Grove, Delta area were full of Japanese
people. Geo Shima, potato king. £e± Used Colberg(?) motor boats to get to isleton .
They went from camp to camp to work in the fields. Had small daughter.Had to sleep on wooden beds with a blanket thrown over hay for a 
mattress. Sometimes, they put a blanket on top of a table to sleep.



Mary Nagata - 9-1-72
They had their own place as they were a family. Washed in a tub; Had to 
pump water for cooking; there was a nihonhuro.
- She became the cook for the camp. Cooked for about 20-30 people, 
didn’t know anything. She was young and had led a sheltered life, 
men made vegetable patches and helped her cook and clean.

She
The

- The work was seasonal, so they moved with the crops. During asparagus 
season she Z l  to get up at 3 «30 a.«., make bkfst at *,00, then men were 
out in the fields until 12 or 1*00. Had dinner about 2 or 3*00; Took
a nihon buro - big wooden metal lined tub. k x 8 frame, then metal; 
burned wood underneath. The first thing they did was go out to the 
levees and cut wood and saw it, let it dry beofre it could be burned,
- ShexSkH often had to boil water in a tub and wash the men's clothes,^ 
Her mother told her "gaman while young, and toshi tottara raku wo suru . 
The men felt sorry for her, and so usually washed their own clothes 
"Obasan," they called her, "bokura ga suru.” She was only about 21 - 23
- Since she was young and everything was new, she rather enjoyed this life. 
It was the first time in her life she had to do so much. They got board 
and room, and were paid at the end of the season.
- Between seasons, they would stay at the hotels, and then hotel people 
would notify them if so many workers were wanted here or there; Tracy, 
Walnut Grove, etc... Men who could, took wives.
- Toilets were outside; just holed in the ground, J, carpenters made the 
oilets.
- They were migrant laborers for about 3 years off and on. Br° ^ er-fe ?̂. sorrv for them. They opened an art shop in Palo Alto, then went to Stockton 
Ind oepned a gift shop! Her husband died of the flu* <1918?) She also 
was ill and was in the hospital. When her husband died, the relatives 
took over his gift shop, so she had to come home to her mother.
- Later she got a job at Peter Dunn(?) - Later married Mr. Nagata, a 
newspaper man. She lost her citizenship when she married him, a J. national, 
but later had it restored. Cable Act 1923 (?)
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*Pê J /  '* . 2. . . .  .» ,.. .  A « lì * ( _  ^  xd i j! .1 rt~ /A a . y xi. /) _ /u  i /VI if / /  Æ y/tunÁ¿jt*-£<j

--   0 / / -  ' T

■
f ,( ¿xk-/nMo¿¿̂  í\ jíaaÁjíÁ  1 — ^ db-é-4 f  —- ÜUUsiAJiuJ
Y  ̂ ^ y m  USt̂ JLÂ i  ̂•*

jjrü sc*  ty tJ b b u A  ; -

^  ~  ̂ dUjU^M^M. h  ÍA M xPuíK ri^A í^  f t f Û À L J ^ l { < ^ o ( u a A ^ ^  ^
U- (Û M m { ^  UKJUUj O ^ f  "  (xyiu ¿  ojuuhJ  î ^  / 0/1m  à é û X t^  -

A j«  , S- * Ç^Üt: f,j* ' » >  uxrJ.̂ n̂------Y

t ^ > -  < ^ u u i f  ^ U ^ î )  .
ÔOxUUUUUi CUKJLAAjfl̂ 4̂  <jMJLAjJj~r-k-Lj m xuU  Aj UM e<.cl ŝJxUyuiJ j\JLäHß <-
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‘ k  d W t ó a ?  ^  mzA ¿ ^  w
¿foAj id , ¿miy ¿rri t/̂  k  ^ 7, ¿77 jfjufjji&o . 41 7kx¿^/ *>iáÉ A
^ 4  4  ^  &  j j t iJ  í i í o  Qj¿CUo ,

7 ‘ J¿!^jUuaJ/ ¿  (JLajlj C tJ ju ^ o ^  l/  XujJ¿u  /^ > -ÿ . 3
bUf* * ̂ ßcUu^-r *-

£ ¿ ú *  — UÍX e lf  € r ^ A , ^O- -
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U m  áLiMjdj YÀjLUJiï -* ÛL/Jj-i) A- < k JY 6) ÿL(jut (¡LnA-Jj (fX/KJUMSkxŜ r ^
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í^ t u  (UMAjdjt (L esu ra^  h  QjtolaÍ  ĉ ^ ô ûâj . 3Lla± í ^ u w <x ^  (T’ W "  f^fn/ e / C t e ~  

?t\jlJj úJLumao, W pM rihX bf* J ^blrpì fa/uù. ^ I aí^  • AjuMaaJ  foUm /i^^nses/wiM  ̂
^  &AjnkÁjU¡\ú 4t> WUlaJajviaA — lUViASU* {Í*4m  kAJs Ĵ lI</ S t/Vvd A
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c ^ e tä j^ c j 'OÁlK *uMĵ uaX¿las /U ^ u srw u ju . huur^JUuJ - /tt /6/3̂ _

'àlyU-C. t .— ÿ\UuÀ*t ** ¿üdÁjxfAuLJ AJ — (XjuuJí /u t/x j)  J — '¿nU ' A &i
^  ^ % í K t r K t ^ ^ J  6 ^ C /fc j¿ ic  -  ÍAju uÁ jlJ  ~
UAjftjL I )/t~ VUAA-iJl ^K/ CWZa/) ís <f~Ó ‘r* " * - “ - ' J ^

T̂vgyyĵ
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IYl K ĵ ^ T  uJ'*kUL-  vŷ ovtiM^
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¿ Ufistrs. A- O Ú̂JiJLc¿nr\ Qs-uJL) jlf) C duiuA - —
A  /fi/ - A W é “ ^ í ,  .« h iM ,"  -  Æ

OUiu _ rf^r M Á < W v0 ¡: , f u u  } 'StíCtccJ btj 'Z*0 r > M jJ j^ ,
/̂Xty ¿UjfLjiJtfjLj ^  n  tü z^ Ä A uu¿/jZv>
— ÍCí^yé^yi  ̂ $ ^TÜ J0\jnYt/7r^¿ju/m't



JCiq  Xf - anJUjJU) Ä <U>-Ù cJlllajJusi ^ ĉ
KhjJJUe'yy 3>¿fa-Ío — A6lJ ^ diUj^Xx. Akjxü &***■ , C /u J t~ C U/tytî<

ItívJciAj) lí+Lüto ; fMujfn + rhJ-M ^ui^rh
" / " kkftJ' — /IM .—  (j/ÙJti

;
^  - fyU d u Á .

/Ma-iA^ '̂ ^Om /LLu^  t& ^ u ^ V  n<< Ctrt^JJ - ¿*v
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^ t¿/uL¿ (/bJky L*-£J ¥yi*-fiUA /L¿kmia2~ ĉ \ OMs *~ CÁ-J^-d . ¿¿// //5 ̂7 4X> ôyfli.1,

UMAl ij-V K K jM . J .tM tS T V Ji O U ffu J . f o j  f¡ < ¿¿l ¿J+aU aJL#^

’l - h i ü ^  ¿ W  ¿Oí/v. ¿¿¿0Vuj-à MUÜU. ¿u *JL  k  (ü u f  uC tU i fhJuJr L u m u K¿ v
P/^ í - d '  /lÿ  urjA,- hJLÍLÜjÓ) C ritryu j f n  tü¿<W.(7<t6Z«<i¿r ¿rc-i <3-~  '
" W  ¿v Ä» * V ^ tC  . ^
^Wii» JUMU VUUAJLé (U TLu^U Z^ ___ ^

a /<ú «- í W i y  . - ^ u / L W ' C f e ^
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