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A SIGNIFICANT COLLECTION OF SOURCE MATERIAL ON THE HISTORY OF EDUCATION 

IN THE UNITED STATES 

The modern movement for public education began with the French 

Revolution. The revolutionary thinkers declared that the state was 

obligated to provide education for the improvement of the people. The French 

public official, La Chalotais, in his Essay on National Education (1763) 

expressed the new point of view in these words: "If humanity is susceptible 

to a certain degree of perfection
.
, it is by means of education that it can 

reach it." Mathematician and philosopher Condorcet, took it a step further and 

proposed the establishment of a national school system for France: "Education 

is for the government an obligation of justice." 

Although the French Revolutionaries made several attempts to establish 

a national school system, their efforts were unsuccessful. However, the 

attendant propaganda served to establish the new doctrine as the fundamental 

theory of democratic government. The ideas spread to the United States, where 

the rapid expansion of democratic ideals brought a demand for universal 

education. The movement for public education was based on the arguments 

derived from the 18th-century French political philosophy. 

Two ideas dominated the advocates of a national system of education: faith in 

the perfectibility of man, and belief that loyalty to republican ideals and 

democratic equality could be promoted only through a general and uniform 

system of education provided and maintained at public expense. An increasing 

number of Americans came to believe that if people were to govern themselves, 

all must be intelligently educated. 

It took the United States nearly three-quarters of a century, from the 

writing of Benjamin Rush's A Plan for the Establishment of Public Schools 

(1786), to effect these ideals and to overcome such obstacles as 

opposition to taxation for free schools; the elimination of the charity 

school, and the demands of sectarian schools for state aid; and the deep 

rooted tradition of localism, which was opposed to state control or 

supervision. 

The American theorists of the period urged that the child belongs to 

the state, which has both the right to enforce education and to provide 

schools in the interests of its citizens and of the action as a whole. The 

purpose of education shifted from an emphasis on religious ends to one on 

national well-being. 

During the years between the American Revolution (1775-1781) and the 

Civil War (1861-1865), Americans developed educational policies dedicated 

to the new national ideals of democracy, equality, and freedom. The United States 

became the first country to provide universal education through a common (one-

track) school system, with separation of church and state. 

A new interest in education was signalized in 1867 by the appointment of 

the first United States Commissioner of Education. Rapid developments 

followed on all educational levels and educators began to think of formal 

education as a training for any type of life rather than exclusively for 

the scholarly life. Among the ramifications of this idea were 

coeducation, a multiplication of courses to encompass every variety of 

human activity, acceptance of the belief that anyone could profit by 

formal schooling from the days of childhood through the years of 

maturity, and an educational structure built to meet the needs of the 

average rather than of the superior pupil. 

The nineteenth-century was the period of real growth and expansion that 

led to the present day educational system: the organizing of public 

education; the expansion of colleges & universities, both private and public; 

the financial and economic ways & means of maintaining institutions; the 

structure of the curriculum and student/teacher population. Data during this 

evolutionary period provides keen insight into the origins of twentieth-

century educational philosophy in the United States. 
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This collection consists of 590 individual items, including monographs, 

reports, educational journals, and periodicals. Most are individually bound 

in their original paper wrappers; some are bound in cloth; a few journal 

issues and annual reports are bound together. As a group, they are in very 

good, clean condition. The bulk of the material dates from 1851-1900, with 

some prior to 1850, and a few after 1900. 

The scope of the collection is diverse: it contains material covering 

both statistical and historical data, and a substantial body of commentary 

pertaining to educational theory and philosophy of the time. 

There is a group of individual speeches, addresses, papers, and 

treatises on pedagogy and education theory & application, dating from 1828-

1933. There is a group of educational journals/periodicals, dating from 

1840-1920, including publications directed toward teachers & educators or 

toward students. There are annual/yearly reports from public schools in 

various cities and states in the U.S. Also included are a few school 

histories and some reports from individual institutions of higher learning, 

some historical sketches of educators, and a few educational trusts & 

trustee's reports. 

These are the primary materials used to examine developments, trends, 

changes, etc. in the historical evaluation of education in the United 

States. It is the kind of source material necessary for examination of the 

foundation, rise, and progress of American education and its institutions. 

 

NOTE: The container list below is not a comprehensive list of items in this 

collection. Rather it is a sampling of the type of material that is 

contained within. 
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Box Description

1 Boston Board of Education Annual Report, 1934-1965 (broken series)

2 Annual Report

3 Annual Report

3 Rockefeller Foundation, 1915-1960 (broken series)

4 Connecticut Board of Education Report, 1869-1906 (broken series)

4 Rhode Island Board of Educators Report, 1876-1889 (broken series)

4 Rockefeller International Health Division, 1942-1950 (broken series)

4 Rockefeller Foundation, 1937-1939

4 President's Review, 1957-1960

4 Vermont Board of Education, 1859-1865

4 Vermont School Report, number 29-37

5 Chauncy Hall School

5 Public School Reports I-II

5 Pennsylvania Report of Public Instruction

5 Chicago Board of Education

5 Michigan School Reports

5 State of Indiana, 13th report

5 Iowa State Institutions

5 Rhode Island 37th Board of Education

5 Charleston School Committee

5 General School Laws of Michigan

5 College Association of Middle States

5 History of Norwich

5 Vermont School Reports

5 Steiger's Educational Directory

5 Pinckney's School and College Guide

5 Pennsylvania Report

6 American Institute of Instruction, 1877-1888 (broken series)

6 21st Report of Baltimore

6 University Quarterly

6 Massachusetts State Normal School, 1868-1888 (broken series)

6 Massachusetts Teacher, 1852

6 Peabody Education Fund

7 American College Directory

7 Annual Reports of Education

7 Pennsylvania Common Schools

7 Yearbook of Education

7 Columbia College

7 Bulletin of Iowa Institutions

7 General Education Board

7 State Control of Public Institutions in Michigan

7 Pennsylvania Report of the Superintendent of Public Instruction
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8 Rhode Island 1st Annual Report

8 Rhode Island 4th Annual Report

8 Commissioner of Public Schools

8 Annual Report of St. Louis

8 Illinois College

8 Ministry-at-Large, volumes 1-41

9 University Monthly

9 The Teacher

9 The American University Magazine

10 Various publications regarding the history of education

11 Various publications/reports regarding the history of education

12 Various newsprint publications regarding the history of education

13 Educational addresses, papers, and sermons, 1806-1911
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