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Abstract:

Ruth Mahaney is a radical, lesbian leftist heavily involved in the movement for gay rights as well
as antiwar and various other leftist causes. This collection primarily consists of various
pamphlets, photographs, performance fliers, newspapers, letters, and material about popular
leftist figures, informal queer community events, left-leaning politicians, and organizations
Mahaney was involved in.
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The collection was donated to the GLBT Historical Society by Ruth Mahaney in 2002.
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Processing Information:

Finding Aid created by Sophia Faaland in 2022.

This finding aid uses terminology for LGBTQ people that was in current use at the time of its
creation. Descriptive language for queer identities evolves quickly and some of these terms may
now be dated or even offensive. Finding aids are themselves historical documents; they reflect
the moment in which they were written and often reflect the terms that subjects used for
themselves. Please contact the GLBT Historical Society Archivist with questions or comments.

Biographical/Organizational History Note:

Ruth Mahaney is a radical, lesbian leftist heavily involved in the movement for gay rights as well
as antiwar and various other leftist causes. Born in Indiana in 1944, Mahaney grew up in a
conservative family and area; the neighborhood in which she was raised was heavily segregated
and somewhat guarded. After completing her undergraduate degree and moving on to graduate
school, Mahaney became a politically active member of the anti-war movement in light of the
Vietnam War, and transformed her political identity to that of a leftist as she questioned her
conservative roots. She moved to San Francisco in 1971, involved herself in the leftist
community, and began to explore her identity as a lesbian. She was a founding member of the
GLHS Society in San Francisco (which later became the GLBT Historical Society), and
frequently visited a lesbian and leftist inclusive bookstore named Modern Times Bookstore.

Scope and Content:

This collection primarily consists of various pamphlets, photographs, performance fliers,
newspapers, letters, and material about popular leftist figures, informal queer community events,
left-leaning politicians, and organizations Mahaney was involved in. Extensive meeting strategy,
and debrief notes for the Lesbian Committee of the GLHS Society are featured in the collection.
Although there are personal letters included, they do not reveal much of Mahaney’s personal life
- primarily they reveal her devotion to activism. The collection reflects Mahaney’s involvement
in the leftist circle of the GLBT community throughout the 80s and 2000s; in particular, the
range of her involvement in grassroots, as well as large-scale political organizations. Her
personal life outside of these organizations is not highlighted in this collection.
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