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Does the Colonel want us to infer that he
is an amatenr with a pen? His letter
discovers that if he is anything, he 1s a
graceful rhetorician. Does heimply that
1he has inferior opportunities for expres-
sion? We may assure him that he may
camp his entire cohorts right in these
columns, so long as the war lasts over
this, the thing of greatest moment now
before this community.

We are charged with “spoiling for ai
sensation over this land question.,” The
Colonel descends to cruelty. He would
| arraign a famished man for his hunger.
What a monstrosity an editor is, who |
wants a sensation? And whatis the sen-
sation we have so ruthlessly precipitated?
Ye Heavenly Powers, behold! A news-
paper has questioned the wisdom of a
government Indian Agent. How fools
will dance where angels fear to tread.
This first, and universal chaos must be
fast on its heels.
We are indicted for inveighing against
the government; for ridiculing the inno-
| cent and helpless Indian, and for inciting
a revolution. The Colonel has not seen
fit to arrest us for treason. In his excited
mind he may honestly suppose we have
done ﬂn' these things. Having already
been guilty of the enormity of differing

a contempt of court, were you to carry |
_out your threat of eviction, but you would | where deformity is the fash
openly violate the law; and thati1s a coLe
tempt of every court called on to admin-

| hold that a government of
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ister it. I do entirely mmprel}e_ll_d, Eirr
McCallum and Murray, as defendants,
represented every claimant under the
railroad to all odd sections. You ask, *1s

there any judigment or decree declaring
that the Agent shall not interfere with

these settlers?” No more, sir, than there

18 a Judgment or decree that youw shall
not take troops and evict any other citi-
zen of the county from his home. I know
of no decree of a court expressly enjoin-
ing you from taking troops and forcibly
ejecting Mr, Byron Waters from his ele-
gant new home on Bunker Hill, - It is a
new construction of the Constitution to

icial can do

everything that a court has not EIpTEﬂﬂlv'-,

enjoined. And it is a new role for this
government to ignore a decision of its
own court. We know very well that in
in the North and Gird smt coming on,
the judgment in the MeCallum suit can
not be pleaded in bar; 'but so soon as
proof 18 introduced that the North and
Gird ranch lies on odd sections, so soon,
as far as the government is concerned,

from his official opinion, we likely appear
to him capable of anything,

We have attacked the government's
policy toward the Mission Indians, Tt i8
| absurd, unjust, illegal and pernicions,

| We stand by our guns. The Portrero,
| Indian reservaticn is a monstrosity—the
| Ful-iuy in vogue toward the Indians is in-
jurious to them. We have never ridiculed
the Indians. We challenge the Colonel
or agybody else to show wherein we have.
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male symmetry 18 assassinated. In a
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that they are resigned to

interested in Mrs. Miller's system, we|

would expect physiology to be tangﬁt;
and public|

from an expurgated edition, ‘
morality to be exalted into the sevent}es
of impotence. - We have no patience with

4 man who has art enough in him to ap-|
preciate the perfect symmetry of the hu-|

man form, who does not detest a fashion
of dress that utterly annihilates every 19
out of 20 of the lines of that symmetry.

THE NORTH AND GIRD ST

Evidence Taken in DBanning
Regarding the Length of the
Indian Occupation of Lands
in the Potrero Reservation.

On Tuesday, before U. S. Master in

Chancery, Charles L. Batcheller, at Ban-

ning, the evidence of the Potrero Indians
was opened in the suit between them and
‘Messrs. North and Gird, relating to the
title to the land on which the Indian
village now stands, and the tract lying
north of the village, known as the North
and Gird ranch. In the reading room

Wdas an interesting assembly. About
Master Batcheller sut Col, Preston, the

Indian Agent, Shirley W ard, Ksq., attor- |

ney for the Mission Indians, Col. Otis, at-
torney for Messrs North and Gird, Mr,
John North and Mr. Frank Smith, who
‘acted as interpreter. Around the room

Idian gravity. Grizzled heads bound 1N
‘red bandanas, none of them

‘8hocks of straight black h
quainted with

alr, better gc-

B ‘ fingers than with combs.
4he Indians gave the closest attention to

J/ the Proceedings. Pulling teeth is a pro.
¢ess similar t eliciting intelligible an
SWers from the olg Indians, :
mterpretey translated from the Indian

;11:11§0t Into Spanish, and M. Smith trang-
wed from Spanish int Rglish.
Oapt. John Morongo
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Juld hot tell his'age, He
o figures. = 'Mr. Ward
how the Indians occupied
in controversy, with the
y of intelligence
ont visage. Dignified as a
was stolid as a block, = The

Master was finally induced to allovfr lead-
' ing questions to be directedl to the mtx:_uess..
I To such questions the witness testified
that the Indians had alwayﬁa pastured:
their horses about the upper cienega, aﬁd%
claimed 1t as theirs; that he was oapt{ain
of the Indians; that the lands were theirs.
In despair the witness was .
TJuan Tomato was next sworn. Juan 18
4 fine looking man for any peqp]e. He
testified 1n Spanish that he had known
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| Qtanley. He¢€
conld give 1B
sought to learn
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utmost difﬁcult}'-- No ra
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dismissed, 0
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then about the mouth of {Le Potr
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per Potrero. Made arrangeme

the Potrero before there were any white i

Ajerio for pasture and herdiy
1864. Lived at the Yucaiper

people; thab from the Jost house up, the
Potrero has been used for pasturing by
the Indians. He was a grown man when
he first came here; at that {ime John
Morongo was a grown man. The Indians
rented the Potrero to an American for a.!
heep pasture, and afterwards several
Americans oceupizad parts of the PEFE?EL?.
against the Indians’ will; among™ tlese
'was Mrs. Tutaine. Juan Tomato’s tf-ilﬂtl-r
| 411011}" was connected as to the happenings
o lnteryears. ''No definite early dates
could be gotten.

The next witness called was Duarte
Gabrietle.  He did not know the years he
had. He was born at the Potrero, and
his father seiut him for horses into the
upper part when he was a boy. The In-
diuns have pistured horses on the upper

anch iy e |
There was always a string of

coming through the Yucaips |
rancheries at Whitewater, fa
the Potrero. The Yucaipa ranch
part of the San Bernardino rane, = |

A Spaniard pamed Perfeot Alb:ﬁ' &4

i

next testified. ILiives i
doesn’t know his age. ' Has uyey gy
county since 1857. Knew the Potier ol
the year 1851, when he came to Califorie
At that time the Indians used the Poftl:
and the lands above for pastare and '%'-ﬁf | i
raising beans and corn. ' They nused 't

Potrero lands the same in 1857, THia

were about 500 Indians then, In 18': f

n Yﬂﬁ&]pai |'$:,T
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worked for the mother of Mr. Fy i

Smith. On cross-examination this im
'thittled the interval between his 'T_f:

L
i

[ (4
Potrero lunds always. ~There are more

houses in the Potrero village than when
he first remembers.  He remembers when
his fther planted wih a ‘pole.  They
now raise co.u, barley, alfalta, fruit,
pumpkins, watermelons and beans.
Hosea Chino, a tall, lank, curly-headed
aborigine wivh a hint of' Abraham in his|
| visage next took the stand. He was born
and raised at Agua Caliente; lived at the
‘Potrero three years. Chino has a voice
that sources in "his nether regions, and!
was exquisitely guttural. His testimony
was similar to Duarte's as to the early
use by the Indians of the Potrero lands.

Francisco Morongo, an elder brother
of Captain John, took the stand on Wed=
nesday morning. Francisco is a mass of
wrinkled solemnity, several shades darker
than John. A long crescent sweep of \
‘mouth bisacts the swarthy waste from his
nose down, and massive cheek bones pro-
Ject like promontories from the respective
corners of his face. Beside his dignity,
the Master in Chance ry was an infant.
One wonders if ever a smile had theg-l
m}dacity to visit the solemn precincts of :
ihlS face. Francisco's testimony corro it
borated Chino’s and the others as to the
long possession and use of the place bf

rt}le Indians, but was without definite
limits or figures. .
Captain Pablo next took the
Younger than his predecessors
readier and more nervous. :
was born at the Potrero and
there. He knew John
was a'boy. His father

there.  He testified to
pancy of the ]

predecessors.
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|
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‘time a Mr. Chapin lived at the Gi .L,
place. No Americans lived on the Potre
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;| He is 71 years old and Lives 12 =
" | First came to this ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁ‘fif“l

i

visit to the Potrero and the year
down to two and one-half years. | vl
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