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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

ROM
Alameda County NAACP
P ublicity Chairman, Jane Davis
2634 Le Conte, Berkeley 9, C alife

Discrimination in the Oakland Poli6© Department was the subject of a dinner
meeting held by the Alameda County NAACP with >Ir# Robert Powers as guest, Powers
is the special investigator for the State Interim Assembly Committee on Crime and
Corrections# The meeting was held to discuss the projected Assembly Committee
hearings on discrimination in the Oakland Police Department#

The hearings, which w ill be held January 4#5>6 in the Chambers of the County
Board of Supervisors, Alameda County Court House, are to be conducted by Vernon
Kilpatrick, Los Angeles, Chairman; Montivel A# Burke, Alhambra, Vice-Chairman;
Kathryn T# Niehause, San Diegoj Harlan Hag” Hanford; and Charles W# Mejrers, San
Diego,

Those who attended the meeting included Mr# CEL# Dellums, <r# Earl Swisher,
Mr# George D ailey, Mr# George Vaughans, Mrs# Tarea P***

At the meeting, ?Ir. C# L# Delluns, Chairman of
nThe local chapter has long been concerned with discrirainatoiy law enforcement on the
part of the Oakland Police Department. We are aware that Nsgro citizens and other
minority citizens, who have committed no crime are apprehended by the police and
treated in an indefensible manner, in some instances brutally beaten"# He also
disclosed cases in which Negroes were jailed without cause and beaten so severely
that serious injuries resulted# He pointed out that this and other types of
discriminatory behavior on the part of the Oakland police had so intimidated the
Negro community that citizens were afraid to lodge complaints with the Oakland
Police Departaent*

He concluded Wit is indeed serious when over one tenth of Oaklandls citizens
are the victims of brutality on the part of the police who should offer them
protection# But it is encouraging to know that the Assembly Committee has seen the
problem and w ill work toward a solution even though our own city officials have
adopted a do-nothing policy# They pigeon-holed the report on discrimination in
law enforcement made by the Mayor!s CommitteQ on Civic Unity and they disbanded
the Committee*

nTherefore the local NAACP welcomes the Assembly Interim Conmittee hearings and
we have gone on public record as an association giving our fu ll support and cooper-

ation to Mr# Kilpatrick and his committee



