


Whether th e  g re a t am y  o f  non-un ion  w orkers w i l l  ever awaken to 
th e  r e a l iz a t io n  th a t  t h e i r  f u tu re  w e lfa re  cannot safe ly  be in t r u s te d  
to  "their em ployers9 tlm© a lo n e  w i l l  " te ll*  M©anwh.lle, any r©oiedial 
measures to  meet changed co n d it io n s  w i l l  have to  "be Ôecured th rough
th e  e f f o r ts  o f  O rganized L abor* , which a lone I s  re sp o n s ib le  f o r  th e  
so -c a l le d  h igh  starv iard o f  l i v i n g  enjoyed th e  American workers*
No o th e r  group i s  a p p a re n tly  so deep ly  in te re s te d  in  t r y in g  to  so lve 
th e  protOLem o f  unemployment, w hich i s  a cu rse  and a ta ig h t
th e  world over*

That th e re  must be a read ju s tm en t o f  o u r economic st r u c tu re ,  th e re  
can be no doubts th a t  I s ,  i f  we a re  to  p rov ide  employment f o r  th e  
m i l l io n s  now id ly  w alk ing  th e  s t r e e ts *

With th e  e v e r- in c re a s in g  niamber o f  la b o r  d is p la c ing  m achines being  
used  in  In d u stry  and th e  in c re a se d  p ro d u c tio n  brought about th e re in ,
I t  does seem, th a t  o u r in d u s t r ia l  le a d e rs  should r ea l iz e  t h a t ,  i f  
employment i s  to  be found f o r  a l l ,  th e  s h o r te r  work day and th e  FIVE- 
DAY week must be adopted#

While n o t a l l  o f  o u r  unemployment I s  te c h n o lo g ic a l , th e re  i s  ample 
ev idence to p rove a la r g e  p e rce n tag e  i s  due to  th a t cause* There i s  no 
In d u stry  th a t  we know o f  where au tom atic  m achinery has n o t thrown
men and women o u t o f  w ork. S ince 1910 a g r ic u l tu r a l  ou tpu t has in c reased  
tw en ty -e ig h t p e rc e n t, w ith  la b o r  fo rce  reduced s ix  percen t*  An tu to -  
m ob ile p la n t in  a m idd le w este rn  S ta te  tu rn s  ou t autom obile fram es 
alm ost untouched "by h an d s. In  1900 two hundi»ed u n s k il le d  la b o re rs
found work on a job  now done in  le a s  tim e "by a g ig an t ic  steam sh o v e l.
One hsmdred m achines have re p la c e d  ��,000 men in  the  shoe in dustry *
A dough-*nixing machine does what twenty men used to do . One man now 
tu rn s  o u t ��,000 ra z o r  b la d e s  in  th e  same tim e re q u ire d  Td j 5� �  sen  
in  191�* Se**en men re p la c e  s ix ty  in  c a s tin g  p ig  iron* Two men re p la c e  
1�8 in  lo ad in g  p ig  iron *  R a ilro ad s  now hand le more f ra ig h t  than  ever 
b e fo re  w ith  ��0,000 l e s a  men,

What so lu t io n  i s  th e re  f o r  t h i s  co n d it io n  o th e r  than a red u c tio n  
in  hours o f la b o r  o f  th o se  employed and a h ig h e r wage f o r  a l l?
O rganized L abor i s  do ing  more than  i t s  f u l l  share  to b r in g  about an 
ad justm en t o f  ou r economic m achinery so th a t  i t  w i ll  fu n c tio n  fo r  th e  
b e n e f i t  o f  th e  m asses r a th e r  th an  fo r  th e  few . In  th i s  work i t  needs 
th e  help  o f  a l l  wage e a rn e rs , and welcomes th e  coopera tion  o f  em ployers, 
who aay be su re t l ia t o u r  aim i s  n o t to  d e s tro y , "but to  r e s to r e  Ind u stry  
to  a h e a l t h ,  th r iv in g  c o n d it io n  where ©aployment may be found fo r  a l l .
A lo n g  step  in  th i s  d i r e c t io n  would be th e  immediate adop tion  o f a 
s h o r te r  work-week w ithou t a re d u c t io n  in  wages* P r of i t s  may be c u r ta i le d , 
b a t  th e  tim e w i l l  come when human r ig h ts  must be considered  f i r s t *  I t  i s  
e i t h e r  th a t  o r  chaos， I f  th e  few a re  to  con tinue to "becoiae r ic h e r ,  and 
th e  many p o o re r , then  c i v i l i z a t i o n  w i l l  g iv e  way to  savagery* Such a 
co n d it io n  i s  too h o r r ib le  to  con tem p late . I t  can "be avoided i f  th e  worker
^ i l l  stand shou lder to  s liou lder and n o t on ly  demand b u t i n s i s t  upon 
t h e i r  r ig h ts  being reco g n ized . They have the power to  cornTjel- i f  they 
w i l l  use  i t .  p
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The tim e has come when b la c k  w orkers must do something fo r  
them selves and n o t p e rm it th e  w h ite  w orkers to  make a l l  th e  s a c r i f i c e s ,  
do a l l  the f ig h t in g  and pay th e  p r ic e  a lone fo r  b e ne f i ts  w hich ou r 
peop le  rece iv e  and en^ov, such as b e t te r  hours o f  work, h ig h e r  pay 
and b e t te r  working co n d itio n s*  At th e  p re se n t tim e th e re  i s  no agency 
among ou r Race in  America th a t  i s  f ig h t in g  a g a in s t wage cu ts  and f a r  
th e  s h o r te r  work-day excep t th e  B rotherhood o f  S leep ing  Gar P a r te r s .  
Were i t  f o r  th e  B ro therhood, th e re  would be no* vo ice o f  b lack  
la b o r  in  th e se  try in g  tim es isd X in g c fo r. efconQmicJ ju s t i c e ,  n o t a lan e  fo r 
them selves b u t f o r  a l l  w orkers re g a rd le ss  o f  ra c e , creed , c o lo r  o r  
n a t io n a l i ty *

But u n le ss  th e  b lack  w orkers, a long w ith  th e  w h ite , a re  ab le  to  
p rev en t wa^e c u ts , t h e i r  p u rch as in g  power w i l l  be le s s ,  p ro d u c tio n  w il l  
be l e s s ,  and more w orkers w i l l  jo in  th e  b read  line©  Every b ranch  o f  th e  
ra c e , in c lu d in g  th e  d o c to rs , la w y e rs , p re a c h e rs , tea c h e rs , tu s in e s s  men, 
J o u r n a l is ts  and f r a te r n a l  s o c ie t ie s  w i l l  su f fe r*  P ar when th e  b lack  
w orkers have l e s s ,  th e  p ro fe s s io n a l  group w i l l  s u f fe r  more*

A ll p ro fe ss io n a l and b u s in e ss  re p re s e n ta t iv e s  in  the  country  
shcsoald oomblne to  he lp  th e  Pullm an p o r te r s  secure th e  �4� -h a u r  work 
month, which w i l l  supply  Jabs f o r  two o r  more tliousands as p o r te rs *  
M ore-over t i l l s  w i l l  he lp  th e  p o r te r s  win t h e i r  f igh t  suad thei*et>y pave 
th e  way fo r  th e  su c cess fu l s t ru g g le s  o f  o th e r  groiips o f  b la ck  wage 
earners*  Por*ters a re  now th e  p io n e e rs  and shock troo p s  on th e  in d u s- 
t r i a l  b a t t l e  f ie ld *  They a re  th e  orUy blacfc w orkers in  America engaged 
in  a t e r i f f i c ,  in te n s iv e  and d i f f i c u l t  in d u s t r ia l  war* They have waged 
t h e i r  war fo r  �10re  than  s ix  y e a rs  and a re  more d e te m in e d  to  f ig h t on 
than  ever b e fo re • When t h e j  w in, i t  w i l l  be th e  most s ig n i f ic a n t  
economic v ic to ry  in  th e  h is to r y  o f  th e  Race* I t  w i ll  be th e  mo>st 
fundam ental "Mjway o f  su p p l j in g  a t ru e  k e j  f o r  th e  so lu t io n  o f  th e  Race 
pra>blem* Pbr the  Negrof s pixjbleia i s  an economic prob len*

I t  i s  th e  consensus o f  o p in io n  o f  th e  b e s t th in k e rs d f  America, 
th a t  th e  red u c tio n  o f  hou rs o f  work i s  th e  a n l j  b a sic  method wherelsy 
t h i s  unemplojment s i tu a t io n  ean be re l ie v e d , and the  fo^ir b ig  b ro th er*  
laoods a re  now mo>vii�g f o r  th e  s ix  ��0u r  day and th e  f iv e  day week* And 
th e  Negro- worker no>t o n l j  shou ld  must be a p a r t  o f  th e  o rg an ized  
movesaeri't in  b e t te r in g  th e  w orkers economic l i f e *

The re c e n t dev elopem ents in  in d u s try  In d ic a te  th a t la r g e  cor�
p o ra t io n s  a re  a r b i t r a r i l y  p u t t in g  in to  e f f e c t  wage cu ts  a g a in s t those 
groups o f  w orkers who a re  uno rgan ized  and in c id e n tal ly  imabl© to  p ro -  
t e o t  them selves# Take th e  S tee l in d u s try , th e  Automobile in d u s try  and 
a re c e n t occurance, w hich o f f e r s  an o u ts ta n d in g  example o f  th e  b e n e f i t  
oaf o rgan ized  fore© among w orkers, i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  in  ih e  case o f  th e  
M. E. and T« r a i l r o a d ,  which oi*dered an a r b i t r a i y  cu t o f  fmm 10 t© �0 
p e rc e n t in  wages, e f f e c t in g  a l l  employees o f  th e  r ai l - m a d ,  excep ting  
th o se  who were p a r t  o f  th e  o rg an ized  la b o r  groups which had agreem ents 
w ith  th e  r a i l r o a d  oon^any� Had �/b n o t been f o r  th e  f a c t  th a t  th e  t r a i n �
men, e n g in ee rs9 conducto rs and f irem en were o rg an ized , they  would have 
had to  subm it to  t h i s  a r b i t r a r y  wage cut •

American in d u s try  has become h ig h ly  o rg an ized , B ast p a r t i c u la r ly  
th e  ra i l ro a d s *  Recent r e p o r ts  in d ic a te  t h a t  th e re  has been p e r fe c te d  
in  th e  E ast, a  new o o n so l id a t ia n  o f  r a i l r o a d  i n te r e s ts  u n i fy in g  a l l  
e a s te rn  ra i l r o a d s  In to  fo u r  s y s t e m S u c h  a program has been o u t l in e d  
f o r  r a i l r o a d s  a l l  o v e r A m erica*, e a s t  and w est, n o r th and south# In 
t h i s  re o rg a n iz a tio n  program , th e re  i s  bound tobe forc e  read ju s tm en ts  
among the  la b o r  perso n n e l on th e  ra i l ro a d s *  The r a i lr o a d  w orkers and 
o th e r  w orkers o f  America a re  c o o rd in a tin g  t h e i r  fo rc e s  w ith  a view o f  
be ing  p repared  to  d ea l w ith  th e  new fo rc e s  o f  th e  r ai l r o a d  in d u s tiy *
I f  th e  Negro r a i l r o a d  w o rkers, p o r te r s ,  ���i s ,  w a ite rs  and o th e rs ,  a re  
to  g e t  th e  p ro p e r p ro te c t io n  in  th e  r a i l r o a d  In d u s try  In  America today ,
he must beooa© p a r t  o f  th e  o rg an ized  scheme o f  w orkers as a whole*



(� )  L abor i s  th e  "basis o f  a l l  w ea lth  as w ell as  c i v il i z a t i o n ,  and 
d ese rv es  f a i r  reward in  wa^es, w orking co n d itio n s and hours o f  work.

(�) When d ep ress io n s come la b o r  i s  th e  c h ie f  v ic t im , sine© wages f a l l  
and w orkers a re  thrown o u t o f  work*

(3) The on ly way fo r  lalDor to meet t h is  cond ition  is  through trade 
union o rgan !za tion ， which "v���� in crease th e ir  c o l le c t iv e  "bargaining:
power and enable them to  d ea l w ith  c a p i ta l  more n e ar ly  upon a b a s is  
o f  e q u a l i ty�

(4) The tre n d  o f  so c ie ty  i s  tow ard in c re a s in g  re c o gn it io n  o f  th e  
r i g h ts  o f  l a l o r  as shown *by th e  enactment; o f  workers* com pensation 
la w s , l e g i s la t i o n  p ro te c t in g  w orking w oiaeii,| � wage la wÔ , l a wÔ

f o r  sa fe ty  and s a n i ta t io n  in  th e  i n te r e s t  o f  th e  w orkers:

(�) The Negro w orkers a re  th e  f i r s t  f i r e d  and th e  l a st  h ired *  They 
a re  th e  most overworked and u n d e r-p a id , a l l  because they a re  th e  l e a s t  
o rg an ized , th e  l e a s t  educated  and the  on ly  hope o f  th e  Negro w orkers 
i s  asore t ra d e  u n io n / o rg a n iz a t io n  such as th e  Brotherhood o f  S leep ing  
Car P o r te r s •

(6) The Negro m b l i c  re p re s e n ts  Negro la b o r  "because n in e - te n th s  o r  
more o f  th e  Negroes l i v e  by w orking fo r  somebody from day to day and 
hence th e  Negro c a p i t a l i s t  i s  n o n -e x is te n t*  S ince the  Negroes a re  
g e n e ra l ly  working p eo p le , Negro law y e rÔ , doc t o r s ,  p re a c h e rs , b u s in ess 
men and jo u r n a l i s ts ,  who cau ld  n o t e x is t  accep t upon th e  Negro w orkers, 
should  f ig h t  to  secure more wages, b e t te r  working co n d itio n s and b e t te r  
hou rs o f  work fo r  th e  Negro w orkers.

The s tru g g le  o f th e  Pullm an p o r te rÔ •

The Negroes must be a p a r t  o f  th e  la"bor movement of  th e  country  •



In  o th e r  wards, th e  day o f  In d iv id u a l a c t io n , w hether i t  be "by 
PttLlman p o r te r  o r  what n o t ,  has p assed  and o n l j  through combining h is  
e f f o r tÔ w ith  o th e rs  can any e f f e c t i v e  p ro g re ss  be made* For th a t  reason , 
th e  Negro w orker shoiild j  in  th e  Union o f h is  t ra d e  o r  i f  th e re  be none, 
cjr i f  he can n o t Jo in , th en  he shou ld  o rg an ize  h is own un ion  and become 
a f f i l i a t e d  w ith  th e  A# F. o f  L •

The developem ent o f  American in d u s try  today w ith  the  ln s tit i i t io > n  o f  
la t jo r  sav ing m achinery and o th e r  modem l i id u s t r ia l dev elopem ents i s  b r ln g - 
lng  about a co n d itio n  w heretjr m il1�1011Ô o f  men a re  being "thrown o u t o f  
work lncaud ing  many Negroes* W hite groups a re  n®t runn ing away fro® the  
protSLems o r  b reak ing  up t h e i r  o rg a n iz a t io n s  o>r sula a itt in g  to  every  in �
d ig n i ty  TDeeaus© o f  t h i s  o an d itio n ^  b u t a re  p u t t in g up an i n t e l l i g e n t  and 
a t re m u s  f ig h t  to  b r in g  about, b a s ic  changes th o u g h  t h e i r  o rg a n iz a t io n s , 
w hich w i l l  e lem lnate  ■ bo a la r g e  e x te n t much o f th e  unempl� |pment� NEGBOES 
WILL HAVE TO� DO THE SAME THIN® OR ELSE HE WILL MJTXMATIO?JLT�DISAPPEAR 
PHOil MERIGAN INDUSTRT BECAUSE THIS IS  THE TIME OP THE SUBVIV-AL OP TEE 
FITTEST* Nobody i s  p a r t ic u la i^ L j in te r e s te d  in  any one in div id u a l 。 Force 
and power a re  th e  o n l j  th in g s  t h a t  a re  recogn ized  and d e a l t  with® Only 
th rough  o rg a n iz a tio n  can th e  m a n ife s t any power. As an in d iv id u a l,
he w i l l  soon be e lim ina ted#  T h e re fo re , in  o rd e r  to p ro te c t  h im se lf , the  
Negro had b e t te r  o rg an ize  economic o rg an iz a tio n s*

life must en fo rce ou r in d u s t r ia l  r i g h ts ,  which a re  more Im portan t 
th an  c i v i l  r ig h ts  because c i v i l  r i g h ts  iaean a b so lute ly  n o th in g  u n le ss  we 
in d u s t r ia l  r ig h ts#  The r ig h t  to  work i s  as sacred  as th e  r ig h t  to  own 
p ro p erty #  The r ig h t  to  make a l i v i n g ,  and th e  r ig h t to  be p a id  a l i v i n g
wage, f o r  th e  work th a t  i s  done, and th e  r ig h t  to  work unSer Ôtan d ard  
American co n d it io n s• And uiCLeÔ s we move to  en fo rce  our in d u s t r ia l  r ig h ts
th ro tigh  � �Tganizatio*n, i t  i s  s lm p lj  a  co n fess io n  on o u r pai*t t h a t  we are
In cap ab le  o f  ta k in g  o u r p la c e s  among th o se  o f  o th e r a g re ss iv e  American 
w orkers^ and we can noti M a in ta in  th e  pi^pei* s e l f —respecb  aaiong w orkers 
o f  America ux£Less we become pai*t o f  th e  g en e ra l o rgan ized  scheme*



A l e t t e r  was add ressed  to  W illiam  Green, P re s id e n t o f  the 
American F ed era tio n  o f  t a b o r ,  in q u ir in g  as to th e  at t i tu d e  o f  the  
la b o r  o rg a n iz a tio n  with" reg a rd  to  th e  u n io n iz in g  and employment o f 
Negro la b o r .  Green was qu estio n ed  as to th e  adm ittance o f  Negro w orkers 
In to  the  v a r io u s  un ion  g ro ups, and as to  th e  general p o lic y  o f  th e  
American fe d e ra t io n  o f  L abor w ith  reg ard  to  th e  p lac in g  o f  th e se  men 
a t  work* D ec laring  th a t  th e  F ed e ra tio n  has thDUsands o f  co lo red  w orkers 
as  moabers o f  many In te rn a t io n a l  un ions a f f i l i a t e d  w ith  th e  p a re n t 
bady, Mr* (xreen makes th e  a s s e r t io n  th a t  thousands o f  a d d i t io n a l 
co lo red  w orkers would be in c luded  in  th e  membership o f  th e se  in te rn a t io n �
a l  im ions " i f  th e  co lo red  w orkers would respond to  th e  appeal and in �
v i t a t i o n  extended to Jo in # 11

C ontinu ing, Mr* Green w r i te s :  The In te rn a t io n a l  Hod Ca rr ie rs ,
B u ild ing  and Common La"b� r©rs* Union o f  America, th e  In te rn a t io n a l  
U n ited  Mine Workers o f  e r ic a ,  th e  U n ited  B ro therh jod  o f  C arpen ters 
and J o in e rs  o f  A ae rlca , th e  B rick  L ay e rs , Masons and P la s te r s  I n te r �
n a t io n a l  Union, and many o th e r  n a t io n a l  un ions have accep ted  and a re  
ac ce p tin g  thousands o f  co lo red  w orkers and are  accep tin g  a l l  th o se  who 
w i l l  Jo in  and become members#

MThe America F ed era tio n  o f  La*bor has been e s p e c ia lly  a c t iv e  in  I t s  
e f f o r t s  to  o rg a n ise  th e  Pullm an p o r te rs#  We r e g re t  th a t  n o tw ith s tan d in g  
th e  appeal we make fo r  t h i s  c la s s  o f  w orkers to  Jo in  th e  Pullm an p o r te rs  
Uniony and n o tw ith s tan d in g  th e  tliousanda o f  d o l la rs  we spent in  th e  
e f f o r t  to> persuade them to  Jo in , a g re a t  many o f  them m a n ife s t un�
u su a l in d i f fe re n c e . Mr* A. P h i l ip  Randolph, a most capable cx>lored 
w orker, i s  g iv in g  h is  e n t i r e  tim e and a t te n t io n  to  t h i s  work*

MThere may be some lo c a l  in s ta n c e s , even in  C a l i fo rn ia , as w ell as 
els©where, where lo c a l  o rg a n iz a t io n s  d isc r im in a te  ag a in s t oo lored 
workers* That a c t io n  does n o t re p re se n t th e  p o lic y  o f  th e  American 
F ed era tio n  o f  Labor* There a re  some lo c a ls  in  some C i t ie s th a t  d i s �
c r im in a te  a g a in s t w h ite  w orkers; they  d isc r im in a te  a g a in s t A em because 
o f  r a c ia l  c h a ra c te r is t ic s *  T h is does n o t re p re se n t th e  a t t i t u d e  o f  th e  
American F ed era tio n  o f  Labor*

f,The co lo red w orkers o f  th e  country  h are  no b e t te r f r ie n d  than  the 
American F ed era tio n  o f  Labor* I  w ish we oould o rganize  a l l  oo lo red 
w orkers, and I  w ish th a t  we oould r a i s e  t h e i r  standard  o f  l i v i n g  and 
improve t h e i r  working cond itions*  I  m ight a lso  s ta te  th a t  one o f  th e  
fundam ental p r in c ip i^ s  o f  th e  American fe d e ra t io n  of  L abor i s  th e  
oi^ganlza'tlon o f  a l l  w o rkers, i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  � � �� � creed , sex , o r  
n a t io n a l i ty *



U N E M P L O Y M E N T
CAUSED BY THE 

MECHANIZATION OF  
INDUSTRY

A dm ittedly , six million persons are w ith�
out employm ent in the U nited S tates. In �
asm uch as periodic employment has been 
counted as regu lar, the actual figure of 
employment probably nears nine million.

Using� the accepted six million estim ate 
of unemployed, and allowing one thousand 
dollars as an  average annual wage, it 
m eans a loss of six billion to the p u r�
chasing power of the nation. Six billion 
dollars tha t failed to reach the pockets of 
the w orkers and thereby failed to enter 
the channels of trade has spelled D E�
PR E S SIO N  to the nation. Six billion 
dollars taken  out of circulation has closed 
the  factories, stilled the steel mills, sealed 
up the m ines, rav ished the agricu ltural 
industry , s tun ted  railroad transportation, 
shrivelled the  savings of unknown thou�
sands of people, wrecked banks, tied up 
m arine shipping, quieted the advancem ent 
of av iation, deprived babies and helpless 
children of l ife^  nourishm ent, and seared 
the lives of m ore than  a hundred million 
people. A L L  T H IS  while so-called cap�
tains of industry , governm ental adm inis�
tra tion  officers, econom ists, industria l en�
gineers, and  o thers are holding the ir hands 
h igh to H eaven p retend ing a supplication. 
They know the  ‘‘w hy’’ and the ‘‘cure? ��
bu t like litt le  children they shudder a t 
tak ing  or adm in istering the pill. I t  would 
be b itte r to  them , bu t oh! such a relief 
to  the hum ble n inety -e igh t per cent of the 
people!

D epression and unemployment can be 
eradicated in the  U nited S tates as well as 
the world, bu t not w ithout the release by 
the employers of the savings produced by 
the m echanization of industry . The m ech�
anization of industry  had its inception 
w ith the discovery by prim itive m an of 
the use of a club. All down the pages of 
h ist ?ry its progress has been slow until 
the last cen tu ry  and a quarter. During 
the last hundred and tw enty-five years its 
p ro /ress  has been rapid. The production 
of ， oods has been absorbed by the ad�
vances in the standards of living, individ�
ual w astes, w astes of w ars, and increases 
of population.

D ata  on m anufactures by the Bureau of 
Census, U . S. D epartm ent of Commerce, 
show:

A verage A nnual 
W age of 

Employes 
$ ����3� 
�,��9�55

P er C ent of V alue 
of Produgti6n per W ages to Value 

M an to W age. of Production 
�8�9 �3�� �3����
�9�� �3�� ������

The �9�� w orker produced as much as 
seven such w orkers did in �8�9, while his 
wage increased ���� tim es. If the worker 
shared in productio if in  �9�� to the same 
ex ten t as he did in �8�9 his average annual 
wage would have been $�,�38���, an in�
crease of the annual average wage for �9�� 
in th a t industry  of ���3��� ���3�� of the
wage payroll for �9�� is $5,�33,��5,93��9�, 
which is lost to labor and the cause of 
prosperity  by reason of the inability  of 
labor to m ain ta in  a proportionate share 
of its production. The constant drive to 
lower wages is insidious and demoralizing 
of public welfare.

The w orkers of th is one industry  being 
deprived of th is vast sum spells disaster 
and depression for the whole nation� Add 
to it the producers’ losses in agricu lture, 
m ining, transporta tion , and o ther endeav�
ors, and it w ill aggregate  fifteen to tw enty 
billions of dollars. T h a t is w hat m echan�
ization of industry  does.* W hen earnings 
are paid out for wages the dollars are 
spent for liv ing costs and become prosperity  
dollars� W hen a machine is installed to 
save the wages paid employes, these sav�
ings, invariab ly , go in to capital account, 
the profits of which pile up in staggering 
am ounts unable to find investm ent.

H uge sum s, billions of dollars scheduled 
as credit, a re  w itnhcld from the channels 
of trade, thereby effectually damming 
prosperity  and PRODUCING D EPR E S- 
SION.

Y ear

�8�9
�9��

A verage Annual 
Production 

per Employe 
$�,����8� 
�,�59��� 

P er Cent of

There is no o ther cure for th is d isas 
trous condition o ther than  distribution of  
the savings of the machine to the workers� 
Then the dollars will trick le  back in to  the 
commercial channels as regu larly  as they 
are earned, and peace, hlyppiness, and con�
tentm ent will be w ith th e  people.

To prolong th is condition insures d isaster 
to the nation. Do not forget th a t the 
people love the ir coun try , the ir fellowmen, 
have a jo in t feeling of in te rest, approve 
of our intellectual and m oral tra in ing , and 
arc ready to die for the nation ’s needs, 
but six million m en will not stand  idly by 
and unobtrusively s tarv e  or freeze to death. 
W ATCH O U T! T H E Y  M IG H T  COM- 
M EN CE TO T H IN K . T H E R E  IS  P O W �
ER IN  TH O U G H T. . .

We make this po in t to cap ita lism : T ha t 
under its regim e we have bu ilt a g rea t 
industrial nation out of a w ilderness n o t�
w ithstanding its  policy of “ dog eat dog**; 
th a t opportunities have been afforded for 
the exercise of indiv idual in itia tive and 
tha t as a nation we a re  on “ top”  of the 
world. But do not forget th a t in the 
evolution of industria l progress, capitalism  
m ust conform to the  Law of C hange. 
Absolutism, o ligarchies, s lavery, feudalism , 
and even the people them selves, have 
bowed to th is law. L e t us preserve our 
nation, our political un ity , by changing 
our industrial aim . L et us forget our 
selfish purpose to p ro fit by our ne ighbor’s 
m isery. Let us rem em ber th a t everyone’s 
happiness is dependent on the happiness 
of the whole. L e t us rem em ber th a t he 
serves best who serves all.

Let capitalism ’s aim  be to serve the 
needs of the people w ithout f irs t serv ing 
itself a m ajor portion. W ith  the m achine 
displacing thousands of w orkers the savings 
of which accrue to the  m achine ow ners, 
the worker and his fam ily are robbed of 
his wage and the nation ’s m ark e t is robbed 
of a buyer.

Let us not forget the  p rim ary  and fun �
dam ental principles of our governm en t: 
Peace, justice, public welfare, and liberty  
for ourselves and our posterity . I t  is as 
much threaten ing to the security  of the

Iì Ï 1 �  
f e w

° ,

á 11HIS would be a difficult question to
JL answer if it related solely to my 

own race. It is much more difficult 
when it relates to the affairs of another 
race. The salvation of a race depends' 

. so fundamentally upon experience, upon 
test and trial, that general advice from 
the outside is ordinarily not very prac�
tical advice. It is difficult for us to see 
under such circumstances as others see.

, If you mean practical politics, seek�
ing office and political place, I would 
say that such things should be an inci�
dent in the Negro^ struggle for suc�
cess and by no means a dominant or 
controlling factor in his life. I t you 
mean acquainting one’s self with the 
duties and obligations of citizenship, 
familiarizing himself with the great 
precepts of liberty and his own rights 
and guarantees under the Constitution, 
these tmngs should at all times engage 
his earnest attention and study.

But I have always felt that the path 
of success for the Negro is through the 
economic field. In proportion as he 
makes Himself a real factor in our in�
dustrial life will he succeed, both eco�
nomically and politically. By advance�
ment in education, by the acquisition of 
property, by securing those things 
which make for independence and self- 
reliance, which demonstrate his capacity 
for self help, he also wins in politics, 
or political affairs. Without these he 
is more or less the plaything, or pawn, * 
of party strategy.

The Negro should have his rights 
and guarantees under the Constitution. 
They should be fully protected. But 
the best guarantee of this is his strength 
and his position in the industrial world.



««sience�
There �is n^jeftspri that I can see," 

• the �,���,���
unemployed ijerawia in this country, 
and * the �8,���,��� , dependent upon 
them, should feel any great, heart- 
throbbing loyalty to a system that has 
deprived them of work when they 
wismted to work; that drives them to 
breadlines instead of pay windows to 
obtain food; that puts them on public 
charity instead bf at the lathe; that 
degrades and humiliates honest, will�
ing workers and sends them out to 
beg�
� w� � � � © ,� Ë � � z � � � .

unemployment Permanent 
^Ttie, depression is not responsible 

for all our unemployment,”_<&ZS3Sid 
 ̂ _ ^Permanent unem�

ployment has been growing in this 
country' for ten years, with the im�
provement of the machine and the re�
fusal of industiy to do anything for 
the workers the machine has thrown 
out of $mploymeh<;�

^Capitalism " has resisted shorter 
work , hours/and-is now fighting the 
five-day week/ �The^President of the 
United States had^ro swing the club 
of xiloral suasion oyer the Steel Trust 

the ��-hour day, 
iea co preserve prof- 

akin^ the- wage earner 
carry the burden of hard times� 

ifAm�r!can capitalism Has��he 
greatest genius for prodiictioit of 

“w £ thr but i  ̂has m addriidtm -  
mental and dlssi'aceful Yaihire of 
distribution/ � ^ ��/];SV； ;-- "•":-

C n n  p. a t » ** -  - - ^ ^

oi moral suasion oye 
to make it abandon 
Capita^m has tried 
its while inaking t

,.i
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n: 
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�������ot* Wealth
“It has centered �5 per cent of til~ �

corporate of the countryrtin^ �
the hands of �,��� directors of the ��� J 
largest corporations� It has brought 
a condition in which � per cent of 
the people own 9� per� cent of the 
wealth� J
�<It has produced breadlines in the 

richest country on earth, a country - 
that holds 5� per cent of the gold of 
the world in its valuts� In this coun�
try, people go hungry because there �■ 
is too much wheat; ragged because 
there is too much cotton� homeless. ��

because too many homes have been j 
built; penniless because too much I 
money lies idle in the banks�” Ö

It could be said, likewise, 
riclcrn linnlimil] that capitalism had  
produced the war which paralyzed the , 
world, that it had brought five na- 
tions—Italy, Spain, Germany, Russiazj 
and England° to, or over, the verge j 
of economic collapse�

Congress a Battleground 
“The coming session of Congress 

and the campaign of next year will be ��
the bloody ground upon which will i 
be fought out the battle between op- |

! posing economic fdeas in America,M

it is not at all im_
I probable that the country will adopt 
| a program “that has for its purpose 
the restoration to the 99 per cent ol 

j the American people the capacity tG 
I remake their own destiny, break down 
I e v i l ����nopolies, decentralize wealth 
| and power, and equalize opportunities,
I “The capitalism of Mark Hanna  
j and Jim Fiske and Jay Gould and 
j the elder Morgan and Andrew 

Carnegie and Jim Hill and John 
D� Rockefeller° that capitalism 
which ruthlessly exploited and 

i openly robbed the people~was 
only a passing� phase, a phase that 
belonged to raw, pioneering daysf 
and has no place in present civil�
ization�

Must Clean House 
“Those who complain of regulatory 

laws should member that the abuses 
of capital produced all these laws..

“The purchase of legislatures by 
railroads was responsible for the di�
rect election of senators� The fraudu�
lent flotation of worthless securities 
produced the railway commission, fa- 
vortism in transportation produced 
the Interstate Commerce Commission, 
growth of monopolies produced the ' 
anti-trust laws—which have been as�
siduously disregarded�

“Unless capitalism cleans house, 
purifies and shriyes its soul, sets its 
foot uD�n a new path, demonstrates 
its right to live as an economic sys�
tem� it will be so badly mangled tins 
winter and in succeeding sessions of 
Congress and the state legislatures^ 
fhat even Midas, whose 
gold, will not recognize the 
of his child•”

legislatures^
touch

he JjHj


