
(p [HZ S て マ Hぢ Sて ル び

/ i 9 3

C e H lf^A L , f\H 〇  S〇^TH  /V K ^ 1 6 ，A  [ 9 l ^ - [ 9 S Z
t ^ itn c \ j£ C



WPC Assembly and Dialogue 
Among Peace Movements

Hans Stebler 
President of the 
Swiss Peace Movement

The Standing Committee of the WPC 
and representatives of the national 
committees in CSCE countries de­
cided in Ostend to hold the next WPC 
Assembly in Basel in June 1993. An 
international dialogue among peace 
movements will also be organised at 
the same time. The dates are: As­
sembly 3-4 June; Dialogue 5-6 June. 
The Swiss Peace Movement (SFB/ 
MSP) has been entrusted with the 
organisation of these events.

The Ostend Appeal speaks of the 
urgent necessity of dialogue between 
the peace movements and calls for 
action for peace wherever it is endan­
gered or does not exist. The SFB/ 
MSP is happy and prepared to re­
spond to this appeal as it is conscious 
of its responsibility to world peace. It 
believes that this task is a recognition 
of its efforts for decades during which 
the activists of the SFB/MSP have 
wholeheartedly supported the activi­
ties of the WPC. The SFB/MSP has 
always considered itself to be an anti­
imperialist peace movement that has 
always stood by those in the struggle 
for national sovereignty, peace and 
justice.

When our friends from around the 
world come to Switzerland in 1993, 
they will come to a country with a 
strongly developed public desire for 
peace and disarmament where a third 
of the voters for the abolition of the 
army.

Further referenda on constitutional 
reforms are pending for:
-a halt to the construction of further 
army training facilities;
-a ban on the purchase of new military 
aircraft (over 500,000 citizens regis­
tered their support for this referendum 
in a record time of less than 4 weeks!);

-the reduction of military expenditure 
by 50% steps over 5 years; and a total 
ban on arms exports.

These initiatives for peace, disarma­
ment and peaceful development as 
well as for the protection of mankind 
and the environment were supported 
and realised by all the Swiss peace 
organisations, including the SFB/ 
MSP, either as initiator or partner. An 
important instruments as "collective 
organiser" is the SFB/MSP's newspa­
per "Unsere Welt" (Our World), which 
has regularly appeared for over 15 
years. The 50,000 copy circulation is 
paid for solely by the donations and 
subscriptions of US readers.

We are looking forward to greeting 
our friends from around the world in 
Basle. It is a cosmopolitan city, the

starting point for journeys to the high 
seas, an international railway junction 
and site of Basle/Mulhouse airport. A 
centre for the chemical industry, for 
trade and banking. A city of the hu­
manists, of humanists, of museums, 
art and a lively labour and peace 
movement. A city which hosted the 
peace congress of the 2nd Interna­
tional in 1912 and the European'Ecu- 
menical Assembly “For peace with 
justice" in 1989. They will be guests of 
a town which voted millions in a refer­
endum in order to purchase works by 
Picasso for the art gallery. Picasso, 
the unforgettable creator of our dove 
of peace, responded in gratitude by 
donating further works.

We believe that the spirit and tradi­
tions of Basle, the love of peace and 
the pleasure and endurance of our

activists in working for it are good 
preconditions for a successful assem­
bly in 1993.

Preparations are under way. The 
venues, the technical facilities and the 
hotels have all been reserved. A 
summer garden party in July raised 
the first tranche of $2,000 for the "Juni 
1993 Peace Fund”. You can also help 
build up this fund by donating goods 
(handicrafts etc.) for sale in our ba­
zaar.

We look forward to greeting our guests 
from abroad. We will spare no efforts 
in trying to ensure that the best condi­
tions for an efficient and successful 
conference are available. “Auf 
Wiedersehen" in Basle in June 1993! 
(A Spanish version of this article is 
on Page Nine of this issue - Ed.)

Stop Nuclear Tests!
A Call to World Leaders

The World Peace Council has welcomed the vote 
by the United States Senate to suspend US 
nuclear testing for nine months and to ban tests 
permanently by 1996. This is a significant step in 
the Post Cold War period, which has already 
seen a dramatic cut in strategic weapons on the 
part of USA and Russia, which helps to further 
strengthen universal security and stability in the 
world, it stressed in a statement.

It added: A historic opportunity to stop all nuclear 
tests by the nuclear pow ers has gained 
momentum. To transform this into a reality is a 
major challenge for world leaders.

We call on the President of the USA to support 
the Senate’s vote and enforce suspension of 
nuclear tests. We call on the Presidents of Russia 
and France to prolong the ir nuclear-test 
moratoriums in orderto make it universal. We call 
on the President of China and the British Prime

Minister to take similar steps to stop their countries 
testingprogramme.

We address ourselves to the しeaders of the ‘threshold 
nations' not to acquire nuclear weapons. Proliferation 
of nuclear weapons will lead to increased insecurity 
and instability at a time when precious economic and 
material resources are needed for sustainable 
development.

We ask the Leaders of all UN Member States to 
resume efforts towards a Comprehensive Test Ban 
Treaty and make the Non-Pro liferation Treaty 
permanent.

The W orld Peace Council is jo in ing all peace 
movements and NGOs in continued efforts to stop 
nuclear testing for ever. This latest historic opportunity 
should be grasped in order to free Planet Earth from 
ail nuclear weapons.
Evangelos Maheras Ray Stewart
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Letters Asia-Pacific
Save Iraq’s Children

Fadhil M Gharib, President of Gen­
eral Federation of Trade Unions of 
Iraq, in a letter to the World Peace 
Council has again drawn attention to 
the tragic conditions of children in 
Iraq. He says the situation has reached 
"unprecedented level that no human 
conscience could ever tolerate".

He adds: The economic embargo has 
become meaningless indeed is rather 
no more than a means to hurt Iraq’s 
people. The UN Charter has stipu­
lated that man's right to live should be 
secured.

Hence the Security Council should 
now allow Iraq to export its oil in order 
to buy, import commodities, needed 
food and mediGine, far from any doubt­
ful formulas set up by UN representa­
tives to abusing the independence of 
Iraq and interfering in Iraq's domestic 
affairs.

We appeal to your humanitarianism to 
raise high your voice to join the cries 
of our children and patients who des­
perately await the sympathy of the 
leaders of the "new world order".

Lets Enhance Global 
Partnership

We are writing to you as a member of 
NGOs club accredited with UNCED. 
We were present at Rio to attend 
UNCED and '92 Global Forum. Earth 
Summit is over and NGOs are back to 
their respective stations. Irrespective 
of the outcome of the UNCED, I be­
lieve that we have returned with a new 
energy, courage a门d reinforced com­
mitment to carry out our endeavours 
for a sustainable future for our planet 
Earth and fellow human beings.

We are writing to you to express our 
strong will to share our mutual experi­
ences, views, cooperation and skills 
to promote global understanding and 
partnership among NGO community.

We request you to send details about 
your NGO, your present projects and 
future programmes. We also like to 
know about training programmes, 
conferences, events, publications and 
overall activities of your NGO in past, 
present and future. We would like to 
extend our full cooperation to your 
organisation in order to promote your 
thoughts, ideas, work and objectives, 
in our region if they match with our 
mandate.

We look forward for a longlasting work­
ing relationship with you.

Tan veer Arif, President 
Society for Conservation and Protec­
tion of Environment (SCOPE)
511 Al-Amin Tower, University Road, 
Gulshan-e-lqbal, Karachi, Pakistan

Consultation Meetings

■

A consultative meeting of peace com­
mittees from Asia and the Pacific was 
held in Kathmandu on 8-9 August 
1992, hosted by the Nepal World 
Peace Committee on 
the occasion of a 
seminar it had organ­
ised on "Peace, De­
velopment and Envi- 
ronment•” The semi- 
nar was opened by 
the Nepalese Prime 
Minister G P Koirala 
and attended by a 
number of eminent 
scholars, peace ac­
tivists and leaders of 
political parties.

The Kathmandu con­
su ltative  meeting 
was preceded by an­
other round of con­
sultations held at the time of the Inter- 
national Conference on Comprehen­
sive Global Security organised by the 
All India Peace and Solidarity Organi­
sation (AIPSO) in New Delhi on 1-3 
August 1992.

major work of the AIPSO following the 
election of its new leadership this year. 
It was a very well attended confer­
ence with a large number of scholars, 
peace activists, government and po 
litical leaders taking part in it. Among 
those who attended it were Governor 
of Tripura Raghunath Reddy, Minister 
of Human Resources Arjun Singh, 
External Affairs Minister R.L. Bhatia, 
Environment Minister Kamalnath, 
Congress-I leader N K Sharma, gen­
eral secretaries of two communist 
parties - Indrajit Gupta and H S Surjeet, 
Bishop Paulos Mar Gregorios, former 
External Affairs Minister I K Gujral.

In the consultations among peace 
movements of Asia and the Pacific

were representatives of the peace 
committees from India, Nepal, Bang­
ladesh, Russia, New Zealand and 
Australia apart from WPC President

Evangelos Maheras, WPC Executive 
Secretary Ray Stewart, President of 
Honour Romesh Chandra, Peace 
Courier Chief Editor Sadhan 
Mukherjee and WPC Asian Regional 
Centre Secretary Sitaram Yechury. 
Regional Coordinator Chandrajit 
Yadav attended the New Delhi meet­

ing but could 
not attend the 
Nepal meet.

These consul­
tations took 
place after a 
gap of many 
months and 
during that pe- 
riod, the cen­
tre could not 
function effec­
tively due to a 
variety of rea­
sons. The un­
certain world 
political c li­
mate, and the 
rapid devel­
opments of 
profound sig­
nificance that 
were taking 
place all over 

the world had their natural impact on 
the Asian region as a whole.

The Kathmandu consultative meet­
ing, while reviewing the past, under­
lined that the present circumstances 
demanded strengthening of the peace 
movements. Not only does the threat 
to peace exists, but the countries of 
this region are facing grave problems 
of underdevelopment, poverty, disar­
mament, environment and related is­
sues.

Only a vision of a comprehensive 
global security which embraces all 
aspects of the present complex real­
ity can form the basis for a coordi­
nated movement that can be devel­

That international conference was a

oped in the region through joint en­
deavour of various peace forces. 
Towards this end, the consultative 
meeting also decided on the need to 

reach out to various or­
ganisations and groups 
in the region who are 
active, with reference 
to one aspect or the 
other concerning com­
prehensive global se­
curity, and cooperate 
with them in joint ac­
tions.

The discussions re­
vealed that the peace 
committees in the re­
gion have been active 
but there remains vast 
scope and urgent need 
to coordinate their ac­
tivities in order to make 

sufTic旧nt impact on the peoples of the 
region. It was also considered that 
such coordination need not necessar­
ily be in the form of conferences, 
which of course are an important as­
pect, but newer forms of coordinated 
actions on specific issues simultane­
ously in various countries of the re­
gion by synchronized demonstrative 
activities should be considered. For 
this purpose an information network 
of rapid communication should be es­
tablished.

The meeting heard a report by the 
WPC Executive Secretary on the opin­
ion of Pakistan Peace Council on the 
related issues. The meeting also

Photo captions
Page 2 top: External Affairs Minis­
ter R L Bhatia addressing the New 
Delhi conference; bottom: del­
egates from Yemen and Australia. 
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speaking the concluding session.
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Two views of 
the

Kathmandu
meeting.

On the left, Ray 
Stweart is 

addressing the 
consultative 

meeting and on 
the right, the 
dais of the 

opening ses­
sion of the 
Kathmandu 

conference; at 
the centre is 

the Nepal Prime 
Minister.

heard a report on the proposed visit of 
AIPSO delegation to the People’s 
Republic of China in August end and 
decided that such bilateral exchanges 
will help the strengthening of coordi­
nated activities in Asia.

The discussions at the Delhi and 
Kathmandu meetings also revealed a 
number of issues on which immediate 
joint activities could be organised in 
cooperation with various NGOs. Given 
the growing hiatus in the economic 
status of the peoples in the developed 
and developing countries, both meet­
ings highlighted the urgency to 
strengthen South-South cooperation 
and build North-South understand­
ing. The discussions underlined the 
necessity to strengthen activities for 
the protection of Earth’s environment 
together with a strategy of balanced 
development and to induce the North 
to cut its consumption pattern and to 
earmark necessary resources for 
cleansing the environment.

The movement for democratising the 
UN and thus strengthening the world 
body for the common good was also 
sharply underlined. Apart from the 
issues of disarmament and develop­

ment which are of vital significance to 
the South, the meetings stressed the 
need to embrace all these related 
issues 
w ith in  
t h e 
fram e­
work of 
a com- 
p r e - 
h e n - 
s i v e 
g lo b a l 
s e c u ­
rity.

In order 
to carry 
forward 
th e s e  
id e a s  
and to 
p r e - 
pare for 
t h e
next WAC assembly to be held in 
June 1993, the following proposals 
were made:

1 .To circulate the ideas generated in 
this consultation to the WAC member 
organisations in Asia and elicit their

opinion on the various issues that were 
discussed;
2. On the basis of these suggestions,

which ideally, should reach the centre 
by the end of September, to convene 
a meeting of the members of the Asian 
Regional Centre to further discuss 
these aspects and concretise them for 
a tentative agenda for a regional con­
ference.

3. To consider at the above meeting 
the proposal to hold the Asian Re­
gional Conference before the WAC

Session in early 1993.lt was reported 
by the WPC Executive Secretary that 
Vietnam has indicated its readiness 
to host such a conference. The deci­
sion however would be finally taken 
at the above mentioned meeting when 
final logistics are available.

500 Years of...
Sadhan Mukherjee

Next month, on 12 October, the Pope 
and the King of Spain will sail into the 
harbour of Santo Domingo (Domini­
can Republic). It will be a high point of 
the celebrations of the 500th anniver­
sary of Christopher Columbus's "dis­
covery" of the new world. There sure 
will be a lot to think about. But will 
there be a real assessment ?

Columbus’s entry into the Hispaniola 
island (now forming two countries - 
Haiti and Dominican Republic) was 
indeed the meeting of the two worlds 
which already existed but was not 
known to each other. It also marked 
the beginning of colonisation, one of 
the darkest facets of human history.

As many Church figures point out, it 
was not even a missionary enterprise 
to bring up the heathens to civiliza­
tion. Contrary to popular beliefs, there

were no clergy in Columbus's first trip. 
The first missionaries arrived in 1493. 
What began with the search for spices 
and riches of India grew into a wanton 
lust for gold plundering human re­
sources and nature in the Americas.

This writer crossed the Atlantic flying 
through the night from Madrid to Santo 
Domingo some days ago. What took 
more than a month for Columbus was 
crossed in barely Th hours. That is 
what the world has come to in five 
centuries. The results of the meeting 
of the two worlds and inter-mixture of 
culture have been mixed.

Dominican Republic appears to be 
present a very diverse attitude to­
wards the celebrations. There are a 
whole lot of plans and projects at the 
ofricial level to observe the event. A 
gigantic lighthouse has been built on

a hillock overlooking the port of Santo 
Domingo. It is supposed to light up 
the whole of the Caribbean, symbolic 
of the age of discovery and bringing 
enlightenment those who lived in ob­
scurity and ignorance.

The rich and landholding gentry of 
Spanish ancestry in the island will 
obviously enjoy the celebrations. So 
will many others the world over. The 
original inhabitants of the island are 
few and can hardly be found. There 
were almost one million native inhab­
itants (called wrongly Indians) at the 
time of discovery of Hispaniola. But by 
1510, according to the census carried 
out by governor Diego Columbus, 
brother of Christopher, there were 
less than 14,000 natives left.

The dire shortage of labour and the 
edict by the Cardinal of Casti le against 
forcible conversion of the natives to 
Christianity necessiated the import of 
Negro slaves from Africa who were 
deemed as "animals" without Hsouls". 
They stood the rigours, produced the

wealth for the Spaniards. They today 
form bulk of the population in the 
Dominican Republic. Of course, they 
are a mixed lot with a good deal of 
inter-marriages; not pure Africans. 
They retain many of the Afro heritage 
and developed some of their own 
through long settlements in planta­
tions and mines. They will have little 
or nothing to celebrate, for, their lot 
has not really changed.

Dominican Republic still wallows in 
poverty thougn it is better off than 
some of the neighbouring countries. 
Whatever efforts have been made of 
industrialisationwere ill-planned and 
dependent on western priorities. The 
growth in manufacturing has been 0.8 
per cent during 1980-90. One of the 
ambitious projects is the Juguey- 
Aguacate hydroelectric scheme. It has 
not only caused massive deforesta­
tion and environmental damage, many 
inhabitants were also forced to leave 
their lands. Workers rights were fla­
grantly violated.

On Page 10
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STOP NUCLEAR 
TESTS!
French Test Halt 
Only First Step

Marie-Pierre Bovy 
“Stop Essais” 
and
Claire-Lise Ott 
Solidarite Europe Pacific

How can one not welcome and be 
happx about the decision announced 
at the French Assemblee Nationale 
on 8 April? More than 30,000 signa­
tures that came from France and else­
where within a few months show how 
much the decision was expected: the 
support of the Churches and certain 
movements like Pax Christie, Justice 
and Paix, DEFAP, CIMADE, etc., has 
given the campaign a stronger impact 
on the public. Even if the suspension 
of nuclear testing is a concession to 
the voters for the ecological party, it is 
not the only explanation. The remarks 
of the Head of State on 12 April, even 
if they were in some way contradic-

Healing Global 
Wounds
The Western Shoshone Nation and 
the Global Anti-nuclear Alliance are 
sponsoring 10 days of events titled 
Healing Global Wounds. The events 
are scheduled to coincide with the 
Columbus Quincentennial to focus at­
tention on the continuing assault on 
indigenous people through radiation 
poisoning world-wide.

The Western Shoshone Nation is in­
viting concerned people from around 
the world to join in their struggle against 
500 years of injustice and the contin­
ued testing of nuclear weapons on 
indigenous lands.

On 3-4 October, an Indigenous Peo­
ples Forum will be held in Las Vegas 
at the University of Nevada featuring 
direct testimony by indigenous people 
addressing the effect nuclear arms 
race has on their communities. This 
will be supplemented with medical 
information on the impact of nuclear 
tests on people and the environment.

on 5 October there will be a press 
conference and the kickoff for the final 
65 mile leg of two walks across 
America that began in February.

On 9-12 October at the Nevada test 
site, there will be workshops, ceremo­
nies and actions for four days.

tory, do make a breach in the thinking 
on defence policies in France. The 
calling into question of the purpose of 
defence is a difficult balancing act. 
But there is a growing number of 
specialists who think that nuclear de­
terrence is no longer commensurate 
with the risk of nuclear proliferation. A 
lot of political courage is needed to 
question the myth of France as a 
great independent nuclear power, 
which the French hold on to.

Regarding the Pacific, everything that 
has been said about the harm caused 
to the population by the tests remains 
valid. The people of Polynesia have 
for a long time been asking for an 
independent and multidisciplinary 
committee to carry out an investiga­
tion regarding the health and ecologi­
cal consequences of the tests. Now is 
the time to bring up that request again. 
There are questions of economic and 
social future of Polynesia as well.

Would it not be wise to already start 
now a process of considering the fu­
ture by opening up a dialogue be­
tween the churches and all the social 
forces of the territory?

We cannot stop half way, not only out 
of solidarity with the Polynesian peo­
ple but also with all the people of the 
world who suffer from the same con-

Free Vanunu
Mordechai Vanunu, the Israeli nu­
clear technican at Israel's Dimona 
nuclear installation is in solitary con­
finement at a prison in Israel. He had 
revealed the secret facts about the 
extensive Israeli nuclear programme, 
hiding it both from the Israeli people 
and parliament. His disclosure was 
published by the しondon Sunday 
Times andhis evidence indicated that 
Israel had stockpiled up to 200 nu­
clear warheads, as the world's sixth 
biggest nuclear power.

A few days before his information was 
published, Vanunu was kidnapped, 
drugged and taken away from Rome 
on 30 September 1986. Tried in total 
secrecy, he was sentenced to 18 
years of jail. His appeal to the Su­
preme Court was rejected in Decem­
ber 1991. His physical condition ie 
rapidly deteriorating.

The legal avenues for securing 
Vanunu's release are exhausted. Only 
the world public opinion can now in­
duce Israel to set him free.

sequences. Not all the aims of the 
campaign has been achieved. France 
is yet to ?ign the partial test ban treaty 
and join international negotiations for 
the total ban on test.

The Solidarite Europe Pacifique (Eu­
ropean churches movement) and Stop 
Essais (international coalition of about 
50 organisations) have decided to:
- present the petitions (new and old 
ones) again to the President of France 
in October when the European 
Colloquium of Solidarite Europe-Pa­
cific takes place in Strasbourg (16-18 
October);
- present the cards to the ministers of 
defence and foreign affairs; and 
- at the beginning of 1993 invite eve­
rybody to meet his deputy and the 
candidates for the elections of the 
area so that they can take up the 
requests.

For European Nuclear 
Test Ban Coalition

Nuclear proliferation has become a 
reality not only due to the emergence 
of four nuclear republics in the former 
USSR but also because Israel's nu­
clear stockpile strongly influences 
Arab world to secure such a weapon.

The NPT will not be renewed in 1995 
if nuclear testing does not stop and if 
Israel does not decide to accept a 
denuclearise zone in the Middle East 
together with the Arab countries.

A comprehensive test ban will not 
happen before 1994. Public opinion 
and NGOs must act very strongly 
upon governments and international 
bodies as the WHO to put the long 
nightmare of the threat of nuclear war 
behind us. The World Court project, 
for example, provides the appropriate 
means to act in this waty.

It is time to join our efforts and create 
a European Nuclear Test Ban Coali­
tion to facilitate the adoption of an 
international treaty prohibiting the 
manufacture, testing, possession, 
deployment, use and threat of use of 
nuclear weapons.

We hope to organise a meeting be­
fore the end of this year with the 
collaboration of NGOs from Belgium, 
France, Britain, the Netherlands, Ger­
many and Luxemburg.

P.Pierart
Association of Students for the Pre­
vention of Nuclear War

Halt N Test Conference
An International Conference will be 
held on 10 October at the Con­
gress Hall of Nanterre (near Paris) 
in which a large number of French 
and International organisations and 
personalities will take part. It aims 
at continuing and amplifying the 
successes o f l  992 to ensure a 
definite halt to nuclear testing. The 
present moratoria will be ending 
this autumn. There will either be a 
renewed nuclear testing or its real 
finale. For details of participation, 
contact: Mouvement de la Paix, 
Jacques le Dauphin, Ph.40 12 09 
12; Fax 40 11 57 8 _  —

C anard  on  
K o re a n N u ke
Korean National Peace Committee 
Vice-President Pang Dae Ok who was 
in Helsinki to attend the IPB confer­
ence visited the WPC Liaison Office 
on 1 September and had a very useful 
discussion with Secretary Georgi 
Kuznetsov and Peace Courier Editor 
in Chief Sadhan Mukherjee. Besides 
discussing the general issues and the 
work of the WPC and the Korean 
Peace Committee in the context of 
the forthcoming WPC assembly, the 
discussions centred on the nuclear 
question and the recent campaign 
against the DPR Korea which alleg­
edly is trying to develop nuclear weap­
ons.

Pang Dae Ok explained that the DPRK 
has got only an experimental nuclear 
facility for power generation and radio 
isotope programme for medical pur­
poses. There is no possibility of manu­
facturing any bomb grade uranium or 
plutonium. He pointed out that the 
IAEA team which visited the DPRK 
facilities has unambiguously stated 
that these facilities were for the peace­
ful use of nuclear energy. But South 
Korea and USA do not seem to give 
any credence this finding and con­
tinue to carry on their campaign 
against DPRK.

He also pointed out that though USA 
claims that US nuclear weapons have 
been withdrawn from South Korea, it 
does not agree to an inspection by 
DPRK. If nuclear weapons have in­
deed been taken away, USA should 
not have any problem to open up 
these stations. USA wants any nu­
clear inspection to be restricted to the 
facilities run by the two Koreas.

Pang Dae Ok also said that South 
Korea has been running nuclear facili­
ties for quite some time and generat­
ing considerable nuclear power. But 
he was not aware what South Korea 
was doing its spent nuclear fuel.

He also felt that there is still consider­
able obstruction from South Korea to 
the question of reunification of the two 
parts of Korea though there is wide 
public support for the cause.
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International Joint Actions were or-

WORLD
CONFERENCE
AGAINST
A & H BOMBS
The 1992 World Conference against 
A & H Bombs in Hiroshima and Naga­
saki on 2-9 August was attended by 
50 overseas delegates from 24 coun­
tries and 7 international organizations, 
as well as 13,000 delegates of grass­
roots groups from all over Japan. Spe­
cialists of many fields, Hibakusha and 
the victims of nuclear tests took part in 
fruitful discussions, and the "Hiroshima 
Declaration" was adopted unani­
mously. WPC President Evangelos 
Maheras sent a message to the con­
ference.

The Hiroshima Declaration underlined: 
"Changes in the rivalry between the 
two military blocs have now led the 
world into an era of turbulence and 
opportunities"; nuclear weapons are 
"still threatening the very survival of 
humankind”. The Declaration ex­
pressed determination '1o move for­
ward both public opinion and move- 
ments for the prevention of nuclear 
war and the abolition of ail nuclear 
weapons”.

The Declaration made a critical analy­
sis of the pro-nuclear forces, who 
have set out a “new form of theory on 
nuclear deterrence" under the pretext 
of “the danger of revitalization of a 
global threat” while announcing plans 
for a certain amount of cutbacks in 
their nuclear arsenals, and are trying 
to restructure the world order based 
on "nuclear terror", in which "the US 
would stand as the sole leader". Build­
ing overwhelming public opinion and 
movements for a complete ban and 
elimination of nuclear arms is what is 
called for.

For this, the Declaration appealed to 
the people to join in actions. These 
include overthrowing the "nuclear de­
terrence" theory, conclusion of an "in­
ternational treaty for a complete ban 
and elimination of nuclear arms", pro­
motion of systematic and steady de­
velopment of the anti-nuclear move- 
ment such as a billion signatures for 
the "Appeal from Hiroshima and Na­
gasaki", reinforcement of the move­
ment in each country to build a system 
that rejects nuclear arms, solidarity 
with the victims of Hiroshima, Naga­
saki and nuclear test sites, and dis- 
semination of the facts about their 
sufferings.

Another feature of the World Confer­
ence was that the representatives of 
the nuclear test victims of the world, 
i.e,, downwinders of the Nevada test 
site, the Marshall Islanders, Mururoa, 
Semipalatinsk, Altaiski (Russia), and 
the victims of the Chernobyl nuclear 
power plant accident, joined the 
Hibakusha of Hiroshima and Naga­
saki at this conference. They re­

vealed the damages and sufferings of 
people and appealed to the world for 
the total elimination of nuclear weap­
ons and solidarity with the victims.

Simultaneously with the World Con­
ference, Hiroshima-Nagasaki Days

Medact Programme
Last June MEDACT sent out a plea to 
selected parliamentarians calling for 
a halt to nuclear testing.lt included a 
special briefing on "The Hazards of 
Underground Nuclear Tests”

The response was abysmal and con­
fined mainly to a few し abour MPs 
aJready committed for nuclear disar­
mament. Their party, which has vac­
illated on the question of a Compre- 
hensive Test Ban (CTB), has slipped 
cautiously off the fence before the 
election in favour of a CTB but kept so 
quiet about it that the issue was not 
effectively put to the electorate. Now, 
with the opposition in disarray, it is left 
to NGOs to educate public opinion on 
the testing, possession and prolifera­
tion of nuclear weapons. Without a 
“peace dividend’’，and “enemy” or a 
rational purpose for its pursuit of 
nuclearism, the government remains 
vulnerable to persistent pressure.

MEDACT argued that the only way to 
slow down and eventually halt the 
nuclear arms race was to conclude a 
CTB. Without a CTB it seems prob­
able that the nuclear non-proliferation 
treaty (NPT), scheduled for review in 
1995, will expire.

The British government is choosing to 
ignore the spirit of all its treaty com­
mitments. Verification is no longer an 
obstacle. The tests are unnecessary 
and can be put down, in Britain’s case, 
to the ill-advised bravado of an insig­
nificant member of the nuclear club.

All in all it does seem rather extraordi­
nary, in health terms alone, that we 
should be party to dumping large quan­
tities of radioactive material under­
ground without any of the elaborate 
containment measures being planned

ganized in more than 30 countries all 
over the world. Qn 5-6 August, antr- 
nuclear advertisements were carried 
in the newspapers of the four nuclear 
weapons possessing countries - USA, 
Britain, France and Russia.

We shall continue to argue that Brit­
ain's testing programme is a danger­
ous, provocative and futile charade, 
to be permitted to continue for as long 
as it suits US policy goals.

The British Trident programme clearly 
represents an escalation and incite­
ment to proliferation： In a deep reces­
sion, its continuation is economically 
foolhardy and not even.feasible with­
out US sanction. Our immediate policy 
objective must be to change the poli­
cies of our own government.

We shall also continue to work through 
international networks, particularly the 
IPPNW, which mobilised many of its 
affiliates to call for and build on the 
encouraging Senate resolution call­
ing on the US to join the moratorium 
and move towards a total ban on 
nuclear weapons testing.

Tony Smythe
Director, Medical Action for Global 
Security (UK affiliate of IPPNW)

Hibakusha Park in 
Mons University
Prof. Pierre Pierart

Mons University, founded in 1965, is located 
60 km south of Brussels. The “Association 
des Etud丨ants pour la Prevention de la Gue『re 
Nucleaire" (Student association fo r the pre- 
vention o f nuclear war}, created in 1^87, 
supports the cease-fire campaign set up in 
1988 by the International Physicians fo r the 
Prevention o f Nuclear War (IPPNW).

Each time there is a nuclear test, letters 
signed by hundreds of students are sent to 
the embassy of the country which carried out 
the testing, besides telephone calls and dem­
onstrations. -

In 1989 the idea of planting Peace Trees fo r 
each te s tin g  em erged and the Mons 
Hibakusha Park was created when six Japa­
nese Hibakusha (H iroshim s and Nagasaki 
survivors) visited the Ftemish branch of the 
IPPNW. The ceremony took ptece on 27 May 
and the Hibakusha Secretary planted the 9th 
tree of the year. 了he academic and adminis­
trative authorities participated in  the'crea- 
tion  o f the Hibakustm Peace Park, purchas­
ing two big stones and many little  ones on 
which are w ritten the dates of the testing and 
the names of the countries responsible. The 
trees chosen are oaks fo r American explo­
sions, birches fo r Soviet ones, pines fo r 
B ritish ones, beeches fo r the French ones 
and ginkgoes fo r the Chinese ones. On the 
two big stones are w ritten: u Parc Hibakusha" 
and “ A la memoire des victim es de Hiro­
shima, de Nagasaki et des essais micleaires’、

The inauguration of the Hibakusha park took 
place on 19 October 1990, w ith a M inister of 
the Soviet Union and two Ambassadors, an 
Irish one and a Belgian one, attending. 
Shizuko Takagy, secretary o f the Hibakusha 
women was there and delivered a very touch­
ing address. In August 1945, Shizuko Takagy 
was a t1700 metre from Hiroshima zero point.

On 2 July 1991,a demonstration was organ­
ized w ith the "SOS-Tahiti" which presented 
169 boards commemorating the 169 French 
crimes committed in Polynesia over the 25 
years of nuclear testing in Moruroa.

Each year, between the 6th and the 9th of 
August, the AEPGN organises fast fo r a few 
days. On these dates an exhibition on nu­
clear testing and the Hibakusha Park is d is­
played in Mons. This exhibition, prepared in 
198)3, has been put up in schools and univer­
sities in more than 25 Belgian towns and also 
in Montreal (IPPNW Congress) and Paris 
(SOS Tahiti).

In Easter 1992 chocolates were distributed to 
children and a manifestation (fast, laying 
flowers at the memorial) against the firs t 
nuclear testing of the year (26 March in Ne­
vada) was organized w ith white ribbons 
bound to a tree.

for civil nuclear waste.

A view of the Hibakusha Park
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PEOPLE’S
DIPLOMACY
George Krasovsky

The socalled peopled or citizens' di­
plomacy holds sway ever more promi­
nently in the life of many countries and 
sometimes plays a certain role in 
international relations. This is, so to 
say, a phenomenon of our times. But 
before dealing with the problems which 
people's diplomacy faces one should 
dearly define the term.

Unlike top-ranking diplomats, people's 
diplomacy is a matter of concern for 
ordinary citizens, the socalled com­
mon people, who have no special 
knowledge or diplomas and do not 
hold high positions. But these are 
people who are aware of their involve­
ment in world events and who wish to 
act accordingly. Iri other words, peo­
ple's diplomacy always implies goal- 
oriented actions. As for the aims 
pursued by people's diplomacy, they 
are consistently of a humanitarian 
character: peace, disarmament, envi­
ronmental protection, human rights 
promotion, healthy and decent living 
conditions for all, and the like.

Another characteristic feature of peo­
ple's diplomacy activists is theif con­
viction that the aims they pursue can 
be achieved through impact on public 
opinion which, in its turn, can influ­
ence governments. Nevertheless, 
such influence does not necessarily 
mean pressure. This is rather an 
encouragement and the people's voice

RED BOOK OF 
NATIONS OF 
THE NORTH
MRed book of nations of the North" is a 
project launched by the Federation of 
Peace and Conciliation together with 
the Russian Peace Committee. The 
“Red Book” can be called a document 
of life preservation - names of species 
(animals or other living creatures as 
well as plants) are being written down 
in this book belonging to the state, and 
ensures they are entitled to special 
care and protection. The “Red Book” 
was started years ago in USSR and it 
is preserved in Russia. Flora and fauna 
must be saved irrespective of political 
system or the country's name.

The Federation of Peace and Concili­
ation and the Russian Peace Commit­
tee have decided to create the "Red 
Book" for small nations living in the 
northern parts of the country, on the 
shore of the Arctic Ocean and similar 
regions, who are in danger of dying 
out. It aims to attract attention of the 
public towards acute problems of 
northern nations in Russia and to pro­
vide them help from the government

which reaches the ears of those in 
power. This is what ancient Romans 
called "yox populf and what the gov­
ernments claiming to be democratic 
should reckon with：

As for the means used by people's 
dipiornacy to achieve its aims, these 
are above all a flat refusal of any 
violence, both physical and moral. In 
other words, people's diplomacy is 
fully opposed to terrorism, putschism, 
armed uprising, etc. People's diplo­
mats are inclined to act and influence 
primarily through mass media. But for 
this purpose, what is needed is either 
to have one's own publication or to 
initiate an event of interest for the 
press, radio and TV, that is, con­
gresses, exhibitions, mass rallies, 
marches, other events, to mention but 
a few. But this is not so simple be­
cause journalists are mostly satiated 
with what happens repeatedly, they 
always look for something new, unu­
sual and extraordinary. For this rea- 
son people’s diplomats should con­
stantly fenew their methods and dfs- 
play creative imagination.

These are the features of people's 
diplomacy: to have something to say, 
express it explicitly in order to be 
heard. Some people regard is as a 
kind of selfless and tireless activities. 
I would rather call it a vacation and 
proficiency.

and to protect them and their social 
and cultural traditions and rights；

Scientists, MPs and people’s depu­
ties， p h _  of local adrninistf 袖  on$， 
representatives of small nations took 
part in a two-day seminar in Moscow, 
They dealt with practicaliy all aspects 
of life of Saami and Evenki, Chuchas 
and Koriaks, Nentsi and Nagai as welf 
as otner peoples.

Poor food, disturbed ecological bal­
ance, poisoned atmosphere and wa­
ter basins, lack of well-plarinecl prb- 
grammes for northern region's devel­
opment were among the topics raised. 
The unanimous conclusion was: the 
situation is critical. Many populatbns 
are dying out.

An open letter was sent to President 
Boris Yeltsin demanding measures 
be taken to improve the situation in 
the northern areas and to balance the 
interests of Russian nordic region's 
economic development with interests 
and rights of local population.

"Turning the northern region into a 
dump for nuclear waste and a site for 
new nuclear tests should not be al­
lowed”， the participants stressed.

War
and
Peace

.'X’’v . . .  i. ■

Over the past 20 years global 
military expenditure totatled US$ 
17000 000 000 000 -the equivalent 
of US $1.6 million a minute. During 
the 1980s military spending in the 
developed countries began to 
reduce slightly - perhaps as a result 
of the beginning of the end of the 
Cold War - but spending in develop­
ing countries increased, notably in 
the Middle East and North Africa.

Military activity absorbs more than 
just money - it needs large areas of 
land on which to train personnel; it 
consumes 6 per cent of the world's oil, 
and as much aluminum, copper, nickel 
and platinum as Africa, Asia and Latin 
America put together. It employs at 
least 60 million people, of whom 3 
million are scientists and engineers.

The environment suffered badly from 
military activity during 1970-9Q. Vast

areas of Vietnam's forests and crops 
were destroyed by herbicides, leading 
to soil erosion, and loss of both human 
and wild life. There was a huge oil spill 
off Kuwait, and 613 of that country's oil 
wells were ignited. Between 4 and 8 
million barrels of oil were burnt a day, 
producing clouds of pollution so large 
and so dense that the Sun was blacked 
out and surface temperatures low­
ered in many parts of the Gulf.

This was,fortunately, the nearest that 
the world eame to all-out environmen­
tal warfare during the past two dec­
ades - in spite of speculation that in the 
future the military arsenal might in­
clude deliberate environmental distur­
bance as a new weapon, and that 
advances in genetic engineering might 
be used to convert the micro-organ­
isms that cause disease into biologi­
cal weapons.

The dark skies over Kuwait followed
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Jobs for the future 
Jobs with a future
Ron Gray
South Australia Peace Committee

Repeatedly over the years, the peace 
movement has been drawing atten­
tion to the fact that money spent on 
armaments provides fewer jobs than 
money spent in other ways. We have 
all seen the charts showing that X 
amount of money spent on weapons 
provides Y number of jobs, while the 
same amount spent in such areas as 
education, health and transport pro­
vides many more jobs.

While this is undoubtedly true, it is not 
a solution to our problems to take 
workers from the arms industry and

We need a defence industry to supply 
our defence forces, but we have to 
stop regarding our national defence in 
purely military terms, and we need to 
resist our government's efforts to try 
to cure our economic ills with an arms 
export-led recovery.

The ending of the NATO/Warsaw Pact 
confrontation ended the fear of large 
scale military action against Australia 
for the foreseeable future. The end­
ing of that confrontation also provided 
a glut or over supply in the arms trade. 
So our government's policy of sup­
porting and actively encouraging the 
export of defence equipment is clearly 
not the path to prosperity.

Despite the problems of instability aris­
ing from the changes in eastern Eu­
rope, we now have an opportunity for 
the peace movement to take the initia­
tive and promote a positive total de­
fence for Australia and the worid.

Politicians have always taken the short

option, and industry managements 
have always been resistant to change, 
while military leaders have always 
been keen to show off their destruc­
tive skills and weapons. For us the 
challenge is CONVERSION.

By changing our whole approach to 
our defence needs, we can defend 
ourselves totally, secure within our 
borders, secure in our environment, 
and secure in our well-being, fn other 
words, we can live in peace and have 
jobs with a sustainable future.

Conversion means that an industry 
such as the Submarine Corporation 
would begin to look now at alternative 
manufacture for its workforce and skills 
at the conclusion of the current RAN 
contract, instead of touting for more 
submarine sales to any country where 
interest can be aroused.

Conversion means that our politicians 
will look realistically at our defence 
needs in overall terms and not just in 
terms of military hardware.

They will also deal more positively 
with our neighbours, promoting mutu­
ally beneficial trade and cooperation, 
instead of pushing the sale of arms to 
governments too impoverished to pay 
for them, or who pay for them by 
denying their own citizens even the 
very minimum of social welfare. '  Of­
ten these are the same government 
who then use those same arms against 
their own people to stifle their protests 
against tyranny and injustice.

We have begun our campaign cor­
rectly, by opposing the arms fairs. 
The campaign leading to the demon­

strations in Canberra certainly drew 
attention to AIDEX 91 and increased 
public opposition to the arms export 
industry.

The continuing campaign now, in op­
position to the next proposed arms fair 
AUSTECH *93, has already had some 
success as 
t h e 
Queanbeyan 
Council re­
fused to host 
AUSTECH 
'93, but of­
fered faeili- 
ties for a 
similar exhi­
b ition of 
p e a c e fu l  
high tech 
equipment.
The organisers of the arms fairs 
(DESIKQ) refused the alternative pro­
posal and will now have to look else­
where for a site.

tion, that the federal and state govern­
ments have not yet given up on the 
idea of arms exports, however, so 
that campaign must go on.

Immediately after the anti-AIDEX '91, 
demonstrations, a conference "World 
Without Weapons”，to look at the al­
ternatives to militarism, was held in 
South Australia. The conference em­
phasised the need for an alternative 
foreign and defence policy, the arms 
trade’s role in repression and as a bar 
to development. It also emphasised 
the essential interest of the trade un­
ion movement in peace issues, par­
ticularly where they relate directly to 
the working lives of their members.

It is essential for the success of the 
conversion campaign that workers in 
defence industries understand that 
the aim of conversion is to provide 
alternative employment arid not to 
take away jobs.

In the Defence, Science and Technol­
ogy Organisation (DSTO), where peo­
ple are facing dismissal through cut- 
backs, a campaign to have alternative 
employment for displaced people and 
equipment is already underway. This 
campaign was one of the recommen­
dations of the Industry Conversion 

Workshop of the "World 
Without Weapons Con­
ference."

m erit support for 
changes, both at State 
and Federal level, 6\s-

Australian Ministerof In­
dustry, Trade and Tech­
nology. Two meetings 

have been held with the Minister, deal­
ing with the whole coneept of conver­
sion and in partipulaF/with the imme- 
diate Soyth AustraHan problems of 
the DSTO and the Multi-Function Polis.

While progress is still in the early 
stages, the signs so far are encourag­
ing, and the peace movement is show­
ing the ability to not only initiate pro- 
posals and put forward positive ideas, 
but also to act upon them to achieve 
the aim of alternative poljcies which 
will lead to tatal deferiee:

- Defence which will maintain our 
sovereignty and independence 
- - Defeneis which will maintain our 
jobs and living standards while, at 
the same time, assisting others in the 
developing countries to improve 
their weir being and security.

Clearly, the conversion campaign af­
fects all aspects of our lives, and to be 
effective, it requiFes the coordinated 
effort, n〇t only ot a united peace move­
ment, but also of the environmehtal 
organisations, trade unions and other 
industry bodtes. pur experience is 
tp 却 imity is acti丨 e\/6d oncQ tne issues 
are understood.

studies that revealed a hidden threat 
behind the world’s stockpile of some 
50 000 nuclear weapons. The 50-70 
per cent of the world population that 
might be expected to survive a nu­
clear war, scientists predicted, would 
have to undergo a nuclear winter 
caused by smoke from fires cutting 
out the Sun’s rays. Temperatures 
would fall below freezing, and rainfall 
would be affected. Crops and eco­
systems would undergo changes.

The environment suffered in other 
ways from military activity. The num­
bers of war refugees rose steeply - 
from about 3 million to nearly 15 mil­
lion. Most of these people live miser­
able lives in refugee camps, and are 
unable to return to their homes. Since 
World War il the remnants of war 
have littered old battle fields in the 
form of hundreds of millions of 
unexploded bombs and shells: in 
Poland nearly 15 million land mines

and more than 73 million bombs have 
been recovered since 1945. And nu­
clear testing has continued: by 1990 
there had been 1818 nuclear tests, 
489 in the atmosphere and 1329 un­
derground；

Major Gains
There has been progress oyer the 
past 20 years in arms control； Major 
achievements include:

a treaty to prevent the placing of nu­
clear and other weapons of mass 
destruction on theseabed, and on the 
ocean floor (in force 1972); 
a treaty prohibiting th6 development, 
production and stockpiling of biologi­
cal and toxin weapons (in force 1975) ; 
two protocols to the 1949 Geneva 
Convention on protecting the victims 
of armed conflict (in force 1989); 
a treaty prohibiting the military use of

environmental mocHfication (in force 
1§78);
a treaty prohibiting or restricting the 
use of excessively injurious or indis­
criminate conventional weapons (in 
force 1983); and
the creation of a nucleaMree zone in 
the South Pacific (in force 1986).

War and environment are intiFriately 
related in many ways. Nations fight 
over supplies of natural resources, 
and conflicts arise over forms of ppltu- 
tion that spread across national 
boundaries. But these i96ues have, 
over the past two decades, brought 
nations toqether in a mutual battle 
against a bigger enemy - forms of 
environm ental degradation that 
threaten human survival. The term 
'security' has come to mean much 
more than the possession of sufficient 
military might to deter aggression; 
true security has political, economic, 
social, humanitarian and ecological

dimensions.

Mjlitafy spending deprives many coun­
tries 6f substantia^ sums that could be 
used for development. Aware of this, 
some nations are making efforts to 
I'edepfoy militaFy assets for civilian 
purposes.

Enormous Disparities
Yet the disparities are enormous. The 
money that UNEP has had to safe­
guard the global environment over the 
past decade is equal to only five hours 
of global military spending. The for­
mal aid given to developing countries 
in a year equals 15 days of global 
military spending. And the money 
spent in just 24 hours on the war over 
Kuwait could have funded a five-year 
child immunization programme against 
six deadly diseases, and prevented 
deaths of one million children a year.
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C u m b re  de la T ie rra -F o ro  G lob a l 92 
C ris is  de  J u s t ic ia  y  D em ocrac ia
Ray Stewart

La Cumbre de la Tierra y el Foro 
Global 92 ( Rio de Janeiro , 3-14 
junio,1992)，se convirtieron en los 
mayores encuentros de la historia 
donde representantes
gubernam entales y no 
gubernamentales se dieron cita en 
reuniones paralelas y separadas, pero 
convocados por un tema comun.

Goncurrieron a los eventos 
delegaciones de 178 gobiernos y mas 
de 9000 ONG de casi 170 pafses. Sin 
duda estos eventos - que sumaban 
hasta400 actividades diferentes cada 
dfa - han elevado la importancia de 
este problema internacional al rango 
de otros tan 
inquietantes 
como los 
problem as 
de la 
se g u rid a d  
nacional y 
economica, 
a la vez que 
impulsan al 
c iudadano  
comun a 
a p r e n d e r  
mas de las 
cuestiones 
que afecta门 
directamente 
s u
bienestar.

Sin embargo 
fa ltaba en 
e s t o s  
eventos una 
v i s  i 6 n 
comun de lo 
quesignifica 
unmundode 
paz; se
notaba la 
ausencia de 
un sentido 
r e a l  
respect。de
que elementos son esenciales para 
hallar so luciones justas y 
democraticas a los problemas de la 
humanidad cada vez mas complejos. 
En Rio se identificaron una vez mas 
los temas ya debatidos hace 20 anos 
en Estocolmo, pero esta vez sobre la 
base de solidos antecedentes 
probatorios que apuntaban a 
transformaciones urgentes, sino 
inmediatas, del estilo de vida de la 
humanidad.

Pero en los 20 anos transcurridos 
desde Estocolmo la guerra frfa siguio 
sin pausas y el binomio desarrollo- 
medio ambiente devino un rehen de la 
DEMENCIAL carrera por la 
supremacia mundial. Los proponentes 
de la guerra frfa, al terminar esta, y 
luego de casi destruirse a s丨 mismos 
y a sus seguidores, dejaron al 
descubierto cual es la verdadera

vfctima: Nuestra Casa Comun y la 
vasta mayoria de seres humanos que 
la habitan. Ambos protagonistas 
principales quedaron tan agotados de 
su enfrentamiento a vida o muerte 
que parecen tener poco interes en el 
dano que provocaron a todas las 
demas formas de vida en nuestro 
planeta. No obstante, la mayoria 
presente en Rio reafirmo la mutua 
dependencia entre medio ambiente y 
la economia sana, incluso sin haberse 
alcanzado acuerdos obligatorios con 
plazos especfficos.

しa Cumbre de la Tierra, el mayor 
encuentro de la elite gobernante jamas 
efectuado, dejo de m anifiesto 
nuevamente que sin la participacion

“Norte” de financiar la reparacion 
ambiental en el “Stir”. Se hicieron 
escasas concesiones a los problemas 
del desarrollo y ningun reconocimiento 
a la necesidad de reducir los gastos 
militares o cancelar la deuda externa 
del “Sur” en tanto prioridades para 
resolver los problemas del desarrollo 
y el medio ambiente.

El "Sur" monto una energica campana 
exigiendo que el “Norte” financie el 
trabajo para reparar la degradacion 
am biental, m ientras no pocos 
demandaban del “Norte” desembolsos 
para cubrir los costos de educacion y 
salud en el "Sur". Por su parte, el "Sur" 
no consiguio hacer ofrecimiento 
alguno en terminos de reducir sus

accion destinados a coadyuvar a la 
proteccion del medio ambiente. 
Topicos tan diversos como hornos de 
cocina economicos y gobierno 
mundial, ecologfa espiritual y vigilancia 
ambiental v ia  sate lite , fueron 
atendidos en mas de 400 encuentros 
y activ idades cada dia. Se 
consideraron importantes ideas y 
paradigmas respecto de como 
preservar el medio ambiente a nivel 
comunitario. Muchas de estas, de 
conquistar el respaldo de quienes 
toman las decisiones y los gobiernos, 
podrfan significar una aportacion 
considerable al desarrollo sustentable 
y preservar el medio ambiente.

Los ONG presentes en el Foro Global
9 2
e laboraron  
mas de 30 
t r a t  a d  o s 
sobe los 
t e m a s  
p rinc ipa les 
de la 
Evidenlemente, 
e s t o s  
re q u e rira n  
del apoyo 
popular y de 
la opinion 
publica si es 
que los
g o b ie rn o s  
han de
asumirlos e 
introducir los 
c a m b i o s  
necesarios.

しa crisis de 
democracia 
se reflejo en 
labrechaque 
separo la 
Cumbre de 
la Tierra y el 
Foro Global
92. LoS

activa de los ciudadanos, exigiendo 
su derecho a participar a trav§s de 
procesos abiertos, democraticos, 
justos e informados, continuaran los 
intereses mezquinos de los poderosos 
grupos ejerciendo su dominacion 
sobre el proceso de adopcion de 
decisiones que gravita sobre toda la 
vida en nuestro planeta.

Las decisiones de la Cumbre de la 
Tierra, como todas las decisiones 
semejantes, son producto de un 
compromiso. Sin embargo, el interes 
de numerosos gobiernos en mantener 
el status quo (el actual orden mundial 
del mas fuerte) se sobrepuso a los 
intereses de la vida en la Tierra 
desembocando en acuerdos basados 
en el mas mfnimo comun 
denominador. Gran parte de los 
debates en la Cumbre de la Tierra se 
centro en la responsabilidad del

presupuestos militares (en promedio, 
superiores que sus presupuestos de 
educacion y salud tornados de 
conjunto), o in troducir en sus 
economfas cambios conducentes a 
unadistribucion mas justade la riqueza 
y la eliminacidn de la corrupcion. 
Muchos gobiernos del "Sur" acusaron 
a las ONG de revoltosas y reiteraron 
sus intenciones de impedir que la 
gente actue para cambiar las polfticas 
gubernamentales.

El proceso de adopcion de decisiones 
estuvo permeado de un ambiente de 
mutuos recelos acerca de los 
motivaciones d e l“Norte” y el “Sur”， 
con un sinffn de generalizaciones y 
escasos argumentos convincentes 
que pudiesen provocar cambios en la 
otra parte.
En el Foro Global 92 se exhibieron y 
debatieron numerosos proyectos de

g o b ie rn o s  
resguardaban 

celosamente su derecho a ser los 
"unicos" representantes de sus 
pueblos y pafses (en los casos mas 
generosos, algunos gobiernos solian 
reclamar la representacion del 30% 
de la poblacion adulta de sus pafses). 
Por su parte, las ONG (aquellas que 
pudieron financier su asistencia 
probablem ente representaban 
alrededor de 100 m illones de 
miembros) estan dedicadas a los 
problemas de la comunidad, y en su 
mayoria no consideraron necesario 
involucrar a sus gobiernos. Si bien se 
menciono la conveniencia de 
intercambiar ideas, escaso fue el 
intercambio entre los representantes 
de ambos eventos.

Garentes de un consenso sobre que 
eldmentos so门 esenciales para crear 
un mundo de paz, los gobiernos, 
reflejando sus propios intereses
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Humanos) para proseguir el trabajo 
sobre medio ambiente-desarrollo. Las 
ONG crearorvel Consejo de la Tierra, 
dirigido por Maurice Strong, a modo 
de organismo de vigilancia (como los 
Grupos de Vigilancia de Helsinki) con 
el objeto de asegurar que la Comisi6n 
de la ONU sobre Desarrollo 
Sustentable cumpla con su mandato. 
Asimismo se creo una Cruz Verde, 
dirigida por Gorbachov, especie de 
Cruz Roja del medio ambiente. Sin 
embargo, las grandes esperanzas 
para el futuro emergen de los cambios 
de valores fom entados. por las 
inquietudes del nivel de base.

Al CMP, una de las pocas 
organizaciones internacionales que 
trata de tender puentes en brecha 
entre las acciones de la comunidad y 
las decisiones gubernativas, le 
correspondera una gran mision en el 
futuro cercano. Durante la preparacion 
de la Asambleadel CMP (junio 1993), 
un element。importante debe ser el 
desarrollo de un consenso sobre los 
elementos fundamentales que el CMP 
considere cruciales para instaurar un 
mundo de paz, como asimismo 
alrededor de las acciones que
co门duzc应门  a GSte mote.

La Cumbre de la Tierra y el Foro 
Global 92 sirvieron para identificar la 
inmensidad de los problemas que 
enfrenta la humanidad. Ahora 
corresponde hallar acuerdos comunes 
sobre acciones que faciliten la solucion 
urgente de estos problemas.

iNOMASPRUEBAS
NUCLEARES!

Asamblea del 
CMP y Dialogo 
entre los 
Movimientos 
de la Paz
El Comite Permanente del CMP y los 

! representantes de comites nacionales 
| en los parses de la CSCE decidieron 

en un encuentro celeorado en 
I Ostende, Belgica, efectuar laproxima 
；Asamblea del CMP en Basilea Suiza, 

(3-6 junio, 1993). Al mismo tiempo,
| se efectuara un dialogo internaclonai 
| entre movimientos de paz. Se ha 

encomendado al Movimiento Suizo 
I de la Paz (MSP/SFB) la organizacion 

de estos eventos.

El Llamamiento de Ostende se refiere 
! a la urgente necesidad de un dialogo 

entre los movimientos de la paz y 
exhorta a desplegar acciones por la 
paz donde quiera que esta se halle 
amenazada o no exista.日 MSP/SFB 
se siente honrado y esta dispuesto a 

I responder positivamente a este 
I llamado, pues tiene conciencia de su 

responsabilidad por la paz mundial. 
Considera tambien que este es un 

; reconocimiento a los largos anos de 
esfuerzos con que los activistas del 

: MSP/SFB han respaldado con 
entusiasmo las actividades del CMP. 
El MSP/SFB siempre ha sido un 
movimiento antiimperiaPrsta porta paz 
que siempre estuvo de lado de quienes 
luchan por la justicia, la paz y la 
soberanfa nacional.

creados, lucharon por sus derechos 
nacionales haciendo magras 
referencias al trabajo de las ONG o 
las necesidades internacionales. Y la 
mayoria de las ONG, proyectando su 
circunscripcion  com unitaria, 
condenaron atodos los gobiernos y 
partidos politicos y parecen haber 
abandonado las actuates estructuras 
"democratiGas" al no encontrar lugar 
en el proceso de toma de decisiones.

La crisis de justicia quedo en evidenoia 
al fracasar el Norte en reeonocer que 
ellos han sido los principales 
contaminantes y que por lo mismo 
deben asumir las responsabilidad 
principal en el esfuerzo para corregir 
la degradacion del medio ambiente 
global.しa demanda del Norte de que 
se mantenga el status quo no deja 
de ser injusta, pues son sus deudas 
externas y polfticas economicas las 
que contribuyen a la destruccion 
ambiental en el Stir. No se menciono 
el desarme y se ignoro el fracaso en 
dictar reducciones presupuestarias 
en favor del desarme y el medio 
ambiente.

しa renuencia del Norte a asumir 
responsabilidades por sus practicas 
pasadas y presentes y a fijar plazos y 
metas para cambiarlas, por una parte, 
y el desacierto del Sur al no hacer 
mas que exigir aumentos de la 
asistencia - receta para desastres a 
largo plazo, ya que induce a la gente 
a esperar recursos moneterios antes 
de comenzar acciones en su propio 
beneficio - en lugar de producir 
propuestas concretas destinadas a 
transformar las practicas y polfticas 
econom icas am bientalm ente 
destructivas en el Sur, por la otra 
parte, significa que haran falta muchas 
negociaciones mas antes de hallar 
soluciones globales. Sin embargo, el 
crecim iento dem ografico, tema 
raramerite mencionado en Rfo, y la 
persistente degradacion ambiental 
anularan notoriam ente estas 
decisiones, de ser tomadas sobre la 
base de las discusiones actuates.

Nadie en Rio lamento el derrumbe del 
mundo bipolar. Sin embargo, la 
situacion contemporanea puso en 
prim er piano la necesidad de 
desarrollar todavia mas, y a la 
brevedad, el papel de las ONG. El 
poder la gente y la opinion publica 
constituyen el unico medio eficaz 
para obtener cambios en los niveles 
gubernam ental e internacional 
conducentes a decisiones y polfticas 
que corrijan las practicas destructivas 
y egofstas y que impidan y reparen 
los danos a nuestra casa comun 
causados por la indiferencia, el 
descuido y la avaricia humana. 
Debido a la falta de orientacion por 
los gobiernos, la gente sencilla tendra 
que forzar a los polfticos a cumplir con 
sus obligaciones, no obstante debiles, 
articu ladas en Rio, y tam bien 
presentar nuevas ideas para acciones 
locales, nacionales e internacionales. 
Se creo una Comision de la ONU 
sobre Desarrollo Sustentable (segun 
el modelo de la Comision de Derechos

- Llamado a los Ifderes mundiales -

El CMP expresa su reconocimiento 
por el voto del Senado de EE.UU. que 
suspende las pruebas nucleares 
norteamericanas por nueve meses y 
las prohibepermanente hacia 1996. 
Se trata de un paso significative) en el 
perfodo post-guerra frfa, que ya 
conocio reducciones cruciales de las 
armas estrategicas por parte de 
EE.UU. y Rusia, y que contribuye a 
reforzar todavia mas la seguridad 
universal y la estabilidad en el mundo.

Es el culmine de una oportuhidad 
historica para que las potencias 
nucleares pongan fin a todas las 
pruebas nucleares. Que esto se 
convierta en realidad es el gran reto 
para los Ifderes mundiales.

Instamos al Presidente de EE.UU. a 
respaldar la resolucion senatorial y 
ratiificar la suspension de las pruebas 
nucleares. Exhortamos a los 
Presidentes de Rusia y Francia a 
prolongar sus moratorias a los 
ensayos nucleares para que asuman 
caracter universal. Solicitamos al 
Presidente de China y el Primer 
Ministro britanicoque tomen medidas 
similares y suspendan sus programas 
de pruebas nucleares.
Pedimos a los Ifderes de las “naciones

Cuando los amigos de todo el mundo 
lleguen a Suiza en 1993 encontraran 
un pais con altas aspiraciones en pro 
de la paz y el desarme, donde un 
tercio de los electores voto por la 
abolicion del ejercito.

Est含 pendiente una serie de 
p lebiscites sobre enm iendas 
constitucionales referidas a:

en el umbral” que no adquieran armas 
nucleares.しa proliferacion de armas 
nucleares aumentaria la inseguridad 
e inestabilidad ahora cuando 
preciosos recursos materiales y 
economicos son necesarios para el 
desarrollo sustentable.

Solicitamos a los Ifderes de los 
Estados miembros de la ONU a 
reanudar sus esfuerzos por un Tratado 
Amplio de Prohibici6n de las Pruebas 
Nucleares y para hacer permanente 
el Tratado de No Proliferacion.

El CMP se une a t o d o f  los 
movimientos de paz y ONG en un 
esfuerzo sostenido por la suspension 
definitiva de las pruebas nucleares. 
Esta, la mas reciente, oportunidad 
historica debe ser aprovechada a fin 
de liberar al planeta Tierra de todo 
tipo de armas nucleares.

-el termino de la construccion ulterior 
de instalaciones militares.
-la prohibicion de comprar nuevos 
aviones militares (mas de 500.000 
ciudadanos apoyaron la realizacion 
de este plebiscite) en un tiempo record 
inferior a 4 semarias).
-la reducci6n en 50% de los gastos 
militares, en escalones de 10% en 
ejneo anos.
-la prohibicion total a la exportacion 
de armamentos.

Estas iniciativas por la paz, el desarme 
y el desarrollo pacffico, como tambien 
por la proteccion de la humanidad y el 
medio ambiente fueron respaldadas y 
llevadas a cabo por todas las 
organizaciones sujzas de la paz, 
incluido el MSP/SFB ya sea como 
iniciador o asociado. Un instrument。 
importante, "organizador colectivo", 
es el periodico del MSP/SFB, "Unsere 
Welt” （Nuestro Mundo), que ha sido 
publicado por m^s de 15 anos. Sus 
50.000 ejemplares por edicion son 
financiados con las donaciones y 
suscripciones de sus lectores.

Nos preparam os para dar la 
bienvenida a los amigos de todo el 
mundo en Basilea. Se trata una ciudad 
cosmopolita, punto de partida de viajes 
a Ultramar, nudo fe rrovia rio  
internacional y sede del aeropuerto 
Basilea/Mulhouse. Centro de la 
industria qufmica, el comercio y la 
banca. Ciudad de hum anistas, 
museos, artistas, de un activo 
movimiento sindical y de la paz. 
Anfitriona del Congreso de Paz de la 
II Internacional en 1912 y de la 
Asamblea Ecumenica Europea “Por 
la Paz con Justicia" en 1989. Ustedes 
seran los invitados de una ciudad que 
voto en cifras de millones durante un 
referendum para adquirir obras de 
Picasso para la galerfa de arte. 
Picasso, el inolvidable creador de 
nuestrapaloma de la paz, agradeci6 
donando obras de arte adicionales.

Estiamos convencidos de que el 
espiritu y las tradiciones de Basilea, 
el amor por la paz y la perseverancia 
y el placer que nuestros activistas 
demostraran en la preparacion, 
constituyen buenas precondiciones 
para una exitosa asamblea en 1993.

Los preparativos estさn en marcha. 
Los locales, los aspectos tecnicos y 
los hoteles ya estan reservados. Una 
velada de verano en julio pasado nos 
proporciono la primera remesa de 
US$$2000 para el Fondo de Paz "Juni 
1993". Usted tambien puede hacer 
aportaciones a este fondo a trav^s de 
la donacion de articulos (artesanfa, 
etc.) para vender en nuestro bazar.

Nos aprestamos a dar una calida 
acogida a nuestros invitados 
extranjeros. Nos esforzaremos al 
tra ta r de asegurar que esten 
disponibles las mejores condiciones 
para una conferencia eficiente y 
iructffera. j”Auf Wiedersehen”，en 
Basilea en junio 1993!

Hans Stebler 
Presidente del MSP/SFB
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Conference on Situation in 
Yugoslavia
First week of September in Valencia, 
Spain. Wide representations from 
Yugoslav peace organisations. Or­
ganised by Movement for Peace, Dis­
armament and Liberty. Contact: Jose 
Palav, C Santa Catalina 8-2-D 28014 
Madrid Spain. Fax 341 429 7373

South and New International Order 
16-17 September, International Semi­
nar at UN European Hqr., Palais des 
Nations, Geneva. Further information 
from NGO Sub-Committee on the 
South, Case Postale 50,1211 Ge­
neva 20, Switzerland.

The Elderly in the Global Commu­
nity - An Untapped Resource 
.30 September-2 October, conference 
organised by the UN and its agencies 
together with accredited NGOs, in 
New York to mark the 10th anniver­
sary of the International Plan of Action 
on Aging adopted in Vienna which 
had set forth an international pro­
gramme that was endorsed by 123 
participating countries and adopted 
by the UN General Assembly. For 
more details, contact: UN NGO Com­
mittee on Aging,New York NY 10022.

Mass Demonstration - A Movement 
of Different Movements 
October, Genoa, Italy. Peace, soli­
darity, ecological, anti-racist and oth­
ers, united in astruggleforbetterworld.

Demonstration Before UN 
Building
12 October; organised by the しeague 
of Indigenous Sovereign Nations of 
the Western Hemisphere. Demands 
include Voting Seat in UN for Indig­
enous Nations, sovreignty and self- 
determination for native peoples, and

freedom for Leonard Peltier. Contact: 
John Dacajewiah Hill.LISN, POB 312, 
Port Tobacco, USA.

One World Week
18-25 October.The Week was started 
by the churches 15 years ago. Today, 
it is a focus for all those working for 
justice, peace and sustainable devel­
opment and it welcomes all who wish 
to join it. The idea in a nutshell is 
“trading actions ■ living links”. This 
year's call suggests steps like:

A “Day without the Third World”. Jeans, 
trainers, chocolate and potato chips - 
all originated in the Third World. Can 
your school or youth group survive?

A One World Harvest Festival, cel­
ebrating the skills and labour of the 
world's producers.

A “Last Day of Freedom Party” on 11 
October in solidarity with the indig­
enous people in し atin America who 
still live with the legacy of Columbus.

For details, contact: One World Week, 
POB 100, London SE1 7RT, UK.

World Congress for Education and 
Communication on Environment 
and Development 
17-21 October, Toronto, Canada. It is 
aimed at stimulating action by improv­
ing the accuracy, quality and delivery 
of education and communication re­
lating to environment and sustainable 
development. For more information, 
contact: Eco-Ed Congress,191 Niagra 
Street, Toronto, Canada.

Beyond the 500 Years: Discover­
ing Our Common S trugg les 
Against Oppression &Colonialism 
31 October-4 November, seminar in 
Quito, Ecuador, co-organised by IFOR 
and SERPAJ-Ecuador. It will be fol­
lowed by IFOR Council meeting. For 
details, contact:IFOR, Spoorstraat 38, 
1815 BK Alkmaar, The Netherlands. 
Ph.31-72 12 30 14 
International Symposium on the 
Urgency of New International Sci­
entific and Technological Order 
9-16 November, Dakar, Senegal, as 
part of the 16th General Assembly of 
the World Federation of Scientific 
Workers.

bly, Post Box I0 224 Dakar Liberte, 
Senegal. Executive Director: Dr 
Abdoulaye Samb. Ph. 221 2115 14 
(off) and 221 25 43 45 (home).

500 years...
From Page 3
Agriculture in 1990 accounted for I7 
per cent of the production structure, 
industry 27 per cent while services 
including tourism were as much as 56 
per cent. For a population of a little 
over seven million, the Dominican 
Republic had to import 662 million 
tonnes of cereals in 1990, among 
other items. Its total external debt in 
1990 stood at 4,400 million dollars!

Yet this island has had the first expo­
sure to the "modern world", notwith­
standing the ruthless butchery of the 
Spanish “conquistadores”. It had not 
only modern education (the first uni­
versity of the western hemisphere) 
but also the first hospital and first 
cathedral. Still the adult literacy is 
around 18 per cent only. Its tempestu­
ous history has been marked by vio­
lence and conquests. It was Spain's 
steppingstone to further explorations 
of the New World and colonisation, 
&nd the people paid for that. But there 
were revolts including the socatled

slave insurrection of 1791.

After the downfall of the Spanish au­
thority, the island passed through vari­
ous troubled phases including occu- 
pation by the French and Haitians, as 
well as British. Its trade and customs 
were controlled by USA during 1905- 
41 and it came under US military 
occupation twice -1916-24 and 1965- 
66, interspersed with bouts of dicta­
torships including that of notorious 
Trujillo. Finally on 16 May 1986 elec­
tions brought a form of democracy 
which is now gathering strength. Real 
democracy is yet to come and the 
country is yet much too dependent on 
USA. Most of its communication sys­
tem is controlled by USA.

So how does one assess the 500 
years of the Dominican Republic? As 
years of progress or years of lost 
opportunities? Has the country gained 
anything? Despite all the negative fea­
tures, any rational being would take 
the overall balance as positive, espe­
cially so when you cannot go back into 
history and start all over again.
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TACKLING THE 
FLOW OF ARMS
Last year, arms sales to the ‘third 
world' countries dropped by 40 per 
cent to a total value of 24.7 billion US 
dollars from 41.1 billion in 1990. So­
viet deliveries dropped by 55 per cent- 
to 5 billion dollars from 11.2 billion; the 
French sales by an even more im­
pressive 87 per cent (from 8.1 to 0.4 
billion) and Chinese by 86 per cent - 
from 2.1 to 0.3 billion d o lla rs .-

Since the sales to the ‘third world’ 
constitute a larger share of total arms 
trade, one can conclude that the trade 
of the deadly merchandise has been 
falling sharply. Does it mean that the 
peace movement campaigning 
against the arms transfers can now be 
satisfied? Well, yes and no.

Yes, because the current slide down 
in the armed sales is rather signifi­
cant. Besides, some regions and coun­
tries have been closed by the UN 
embargo on arms sales.The UN Gen­
eral Assembly last December passed 
a resolution for a register of arms 
sales. This will mean a kind of control 
over the trade. And the last but not the 
least- there is an understanding in 
governmental circles of the industrial 
countries of the dangers of unlimited 
sales to the conflict areas.

No, because there are still too many 
problems, as Ernst Gulcher of the 
Antwerp based International Peace 
Information Service points out, the 
thirst for money happens to be stronger 
than political will. The military indus­
trial complex is too strong to surren­
der and stop arms production. And, of 
course, it is not a simple process 
which demands conversion efforts. 
Some of the countries, as USA, have 
good regulations in the law books 
curtailing the arms trade, and Wash­
ington produces impressive initiatives, 
but the trade goes on.

No, because there are countries, Rus­
sia, Czechoslovakia, Belarus among 
them, which openly declare that the 
arms trade is an integral part of their 
foreign trade because they need hard 
currency for economic needs, includ­
ing the conversion process. And they 
try to increase their sales.

No, because under the official cover 
of talks about cutting down arms trade 
and despite initiatives by different gov­
ernments to regulate weapons trans­
fers, a lot of trade have taken place in 
the form of clandestine operations, 
sometimes with the knowledge of high 
governmental officials. It is an open 
secret: differe门t ex-Yugo.slavian re­
publics continue to receive arms, in- 
eluding heavy weapons, while the 
whole world is watching in horror the 
bloodshed in the senseless conflict.

No, because the Gulf War instead of 
being a warning to everybody, turned 
to be a kind of an arms fair. The
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principal winner happens to be the 
USA. In February 1992 the Arms Con­
trol Association in Washington re­
ported that in the 17 months since 
Iraq's invasion of Kuwait, the Bush 
administration received 19 billion dol­
lars in new arms transfers to eight 
Middle East countries, and many 
weapons were “offensive weapons”， 
as they are identified in the CFE 
Treaty. This is 
the result of a 
policy when 
h i g h - f l o w n  
proposals and 
policy state­
ments are too 
often not fol­
lowed through 
by actually 
stopping or 
limiting arms 
sales.

No, because it 
is not only the 
i n d u s t r i a l  
North that is 
to be blamed 
for arms 
trade. The re­
sponsibility is
also on many governments of the 
South. Authoritarian ambitions, repres­
sive attitudes, power straggle, repres­
sions against own peoples, exagger- 
ated defence requirements are among 
the reasons to ask for arms despite 
the fact that economy of the South 
cannot stand such expenditures.

I have met Ernst Gulcher at various 
international meetings. The problem 
of arms trade has always been his 
favourite topic. Now with the help of 
IPB he published a book titled "Tack­
ling the Flow of Arms", an interna­
tional survey of initiatives and cam- 
paigns against arms trade.

While SIPRI and other research insti­
tutes follow the problem of arms trans­
fers itself, uptil now nobody tried to 
"paint" a more or less complete pic­
ture of the struggle waged by the 
peace movements against the "death 
trade". Now it is done.

The volume of arms trade has been 
shrinking over the last couple of years. 
Military products might find it difficult 
to find cash customers in Black Africa 
or Latin America. It might also be that 
in Europe there is a general trend to 
reduce defence spending and cut 
arms. There are international limita­
tions of trade. “But over-optimistic 
approaches might also be wishful 
thinking, taking into account the strong 
opposing forces",-points out the au- 
thor with a warning: The  peace move­
ment must.be vigilant because in so 
many forums the issues of arms trade 
is discussed and sometimes positive 
proposals are put forward as if they 
are almost fulfilled. But even the best 
proposals...are not yet political reality 
and their realization will be a matter of 
hard struggle for marly 
years...National and international anti­
arms trade campaigns and lobbying

must be high on the agenda of every 
peace movement if any good results 
are ever to be expected".

It will take too much space to try to 
give examples of the struggles by the 
peace movements of Britain ( The 
Campaign Against Arms Trade is very 
active there) and Germany, US and 
Sweden ( an interesting fact: Swedish 

arms were used in 
63 international wars 
between 1950 and 
1983), Spain and 
Australia, Belgium 
and Switzerland, 
France and Italy.

tack lin g  the  
flow  o f arm s

An Incemmiioflal
〇I untiafiTCSE and 
ĉ nrvpal̂ as tkum

Let me just mention 
Ernst G iilcher's  
words concerning 
the efficiency of the 
campaigns and daily 
routine activities di­
rected against arms 
transfers: "If nowa­
days it can be 
claimed by peace 
movement that no 
arms trading contact 
can hide longerthen 
a few weeks from 

articles in major newspapers, this is 
partly the result of cooperation within 
the European Network Against Arms 
Trade”, which has no formal member-

Did USA ever have an empire or did it 
ever aspire to have one? Opinions 
sharply differ. But what is beyond any 
doubt is the fact that joining late in the 
division of the world , USA did man­
age to develop an economic empire 
supplemented by its backyard politi­
cal empires - in Latin America and in 
the Pacific. These were for a long time 
maintained through use of military 
power and as an option the use of 
force has not been given up even 
today. This is the crux of the matter.

It is in this context, the 56-page highly 
informative booklet produced by the 
American Friends Service Commit­
tee becomes a good and useful read­
ing. As the chapters of this booklet 
clearly show between 194ブ and 1960,

number of peace organisations to stop 
the "death trade". No wonder the au­
thor proposes that a global 'North- 
South East-West’ communications 
network for activists and researches 
from all over the world should be set 
up. It is very important to involve 
public organisations from the South 
into anti-arms trade struggle, though 
it is not an easy task.

Over the years anti-arms trade cam­
paigns have had the human rights 
dimension. Another concern was that 
arms exports stimulate or aggravate 
violence in conflict-ridden regions of 
the world. Still another - economic 
and social development - is hindered 
by exaggerated arms expenditures, 
and finally- it is the issue of security 
that is undermined by arms transfers.

There are different ways to limit and 
then to stop arms trade at national 
and international levels, advises Ernst 
Gulcher. Civic diplomacy can play an 
important role in curbing arms trade 
but it requirescooperation of all peace 
moveme门ts at various levels. A peace 
researcher in the field of arms trade 
since 1975, the author has written a 
book very useful for the peace move­
ments and those who are interested in 
the problems of arms sales.

Georgy Kouznetsov

USA built up a Pacific system to sus­
tain its military and economic power. It 
was during 1961-75 that it faced a 
challenge due its Vietnam adventure 
and had to retreat. It further changed 
in 1975-1987 when political changes 
and the second oil shock played a 
very big role. A still further shift came 
in the Gorbachev era -1987-1991.

What now? The socalled Soviet threat 
has vanished; only US "expansion­
ism" remains and that is what brings 
into doubt the US approach to the 
region - cooperation or conflict? One 
point has been very well made: USA 
does not have a free hand in the 
region. National governments have 
their own agendas and there are 
active resistance movements as well.
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The Falklands Alternative
Joe Vialls

The following is from Joe Vialls' 
pamphlet (<Secret Agenda of Falk­
lands and Gulf Wars" which pro- 
vides considerable insight to a 
problem that is not easily under­
stood at the grass-roots level. The 
author, from Perth, Australia, is 
active in the peace movement - ed.

Oil is the decisive power source of 
industrial countries. Control of pro­
duction and price of on is the throttle- 
hold on the economics and politics of 
the world.

WERE THE WARS IN THE FALK­
LANDS AND IRAQ FOR CONTROL 
OF WORLD OIL?

When OPEC (Organization of Petro­
leum Exporting Countries) set the pro­
duction and price of their own nation- 
alized oil in 1973, power was snatched 
out of the hands of the seven oil 
transnationals.

Since that time the transnationals and 
the USa  and British governments have 
set out to regain control of world oil. 
The prime targets have been the Gulf 
states decisive in production and re­
serves of OPEC oil.

The US and British governments and 
the transnationals used coups, boy­
cotts and other methods to weaken 
OPEC hold.

At the same time they searched des­
perately to find major alternative oil 
fields in deserts, under seas and ice.

London, Late 1981
The British multinational was in a state 
of seething excitement when the re­
sults ot Its comprehensive seismic 
survey were compiled and delivered 
to the directors. The results were 
almost beyond belief, showing esti­
mated oil reserves under the Falkland 
Islands continental shelf, more than 
ten times as large as those existing in 
Saudi Arabia when production first 
began.

It was the greatest agglomeration o f . 
crude oil and gas on the face of the 
earth. The excitement was palpable, 
and the normal reserve of the eter­
nally serious executive slipped for an 
instant. Secretaries passed the won­
derful news to their friends in City of 
London pubs and, within days, rea­
sonably accurate details arrived at
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Argentine Intelligence in Buenos Aires. 
By early 1983, full details were in the 
possession of Saudi Arabian Intelli­
gence in Riyadh.

No doubt the mass of the British pub­
lic thought their Prime Minister the 
absolute champion of democracy, 
when in 1982 she felt compelled to 
protect a handful of sheep farmers 
who had recently been invaded by 
shock waves of Argentinean troops. 
It was Britain at its best. Thousands 
waved white handkerchiefs, and 
cheered the QE-II as it steamed slowly 
out of Southampton, bound for the 
battle of the South Atlantic.

Those reading this analysis might 
detect a startling similarity in response 
times between Britain's Falklands war 
and America’s—Gulf war. Only the size 
of the armada differed.

American Support
Although Britain managed to evict the 
Argentineans, she did not do it en­
tirely alone. Wave after wave of 'un­
seen' American aerial tankers refu- 
elled British aircraft, and hundreds of 
American ships provided supplies at 
the halfway point. Washington knew 
about the oil, and wanted in on the 
deal in a big way. the hidden 'aid' was 
just a small down payment.

Washington, together with London, 
has had an alternative to the Gulf for 
many years now: the Falkland Is­
lands continental shelf. The problem 
has always bteen the prohibitive cost 
of developing the huge, remote re­
source. This brief analysis examines 
whether the destruction of Iraq and 
Kuwait, plus threats to Libya, form 
deliberate links in a chain of events 
designed to remove Arab OPEC domi­
nance of crude oil completely, forcing 
an oil price rise of sufficient magni­
tude to allow the Falklands Alternative 
tobecomepracticalreality.

If that proves the case, changes in 
regional power will be iTicredible. 
However, to be successful, strategic 
controls would have to be placed on 
Arab OPEG members first, to erase or 
reduce competition in the long term.

One way to achieve those controls 
would be to deliberately wreck the 
production capabilities of some Arab 
OPEC members, making others more 
vulnerable to US and British control.

Joint studies were conducted for years 
between selected British and Ameri­
can oil multinationals. Plans were 
rushed backwards and forwards but 
to no avail. The price needed to start 
exploration was US$25+ per barrel, 
and the cost to start production around 
US$30-35+ per barrel. Unfortunately, 
during March 1983 the Saudi govern­

ment lowered the price of crude oil to 
$29, which started a downward spiral 
in prices that bottomed out at $10 in 
November 1985, destroying prospects 
for the Falklands Alternative.

Price Hike Aim
The US and Britain had to get the 
price of oil back up to at least $25+ if 
global oil dominance viathe Falklands 
Alternative was to become reality.

One way the price could be achieved, 
would be by dominating some of the 
Arab OPEC producers and finding a 
way of throttling their production out­
put back considerably.

Even then there would be a problem. 
Sooner or later there would be a back­
lash and Arab OPEC production out­
put would increase again if it was not 
carefully controlled. One sure way of 
achieving a constant price, might be 
to destroy the production capacity of 
some of the Arab OPEC nations.

The question then was probably: 'can 
it be done?’ The question now is: 
‘Has it been done to two Arab OPEC 
nations already, with a third on the 
target list?'

Before the Gulf slaughter began, crude 
oil was more or less static at $12-14 
per barrel. Fifteen months later, in 
May 1992, the price quietly rose above 
$22 per barrel, in the run up to the 
northern hemisphere summer. A re­
verse seasonal trend. It is left to the 
reader to estimate where the price 
would be now, if the Bush Administra­
tion and British government had suc­
ceeded in forcing jm ilitary action 
against Libya as well as kuwait and 
Iraq.

1 ripartite Ceasefire 
on Abkhazia
On 3 September President of Russia 
Boris Yeltsin, Chairman of the State Coun­
cil of Georgia Eduard Shevardnadze and 
leaders of Abkhazia signed a cease-fire 
agreement in Abkhazia effective from 5 
September. These negotiations iR Mos­
cow were a serious attempt to resolve the 
conflict by peaceful means.

A few days earlier, the Federation of 
Peace and conciliation together with the 
Russian Peace Committee had organ­
ised a round-table discussion on this theme 
which was attended by a number of rep­
resentatives of state and public organisa­
tions of all the interested sides. The 
participants adopted an appeal urging the 
leaders of Russia, Northern Caucasus, 
Georgia and Abkhazia for a peaceful set­
tlement of the conflict.

The appeal underscored: There is no 
doubt that all nations of Georgia - Geor­
gians, Abkhazians, Osetians, Azharians 
and others have equal and inalienable 
rights to their self-determunation and 
national arrangement in a single multina­
tional state. Its unity and territorial integ­
rity can be preserved without resorting to 
force. To this end a political dialogue qf 
responsible leaders of Georgia qpd 
Abkhazia should be started above all."

The internationalisation of the conflict, the 
kindling of ethnic discord and direct inter­
ference with militaiy action will not be able 
in any way to help a peaceful settlement 
but will only aggravate the already des­
perate condition of the innocent people, 
the appeal pointed out.

The Federation for Peace and Concilia­
tion and the Russian Peace Committee 
called for the earliest restoration of peace 
and justice in Abkhazia and expressed 
readiness to assist this process, by all 
methods of people’s diplomacy and a 
construetive dialogue of the representa­
tives of the public of all parties concerned.
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Who Owns San Franciscos
Supervisors?

Contribution Records Indicate Special Interests Are Bigger Than Ever
by Nina Schuyler

■
hen California voters approved Proposition 73, the 
Campaign Reform Act of 1988, it was viewed as a 
repudiation of a political system fueled almost exclusively 
by special interests. Proposition 73’s sponsors, which 
included State Senator Quentin Kopp (Ind.-S.F.), promised the measure 
would limit the role that big donors — organizations and individuals who 
could make contributions totaling many thousands of dollars — play in 

choosing our represen^tiyes. ̂  ^  ,
It nasnrt happened that way — at least not in San Francisco.

Campaign statements filed in January by each of the 
members of the San Francisco Board of Supervisors 
indicate that the passage o f Proposition 73 has not 
limited the influence of special interests in local 
politics.

In fact，San Francisco’s major special interests — 
the real estate lobby, attorneys and major corporations 
— seem to have a greater role in local politics today 
than they did prior to the passage o f Proposition 73.

For example, at least two supervisors, W illie Ken­
nedy and Wendy Nelder, tapped into special interest 
money th ^  had not previously reported receiving last 
year. Both surpassed the amount of money they raised 
in 1987 and 1985, similar off-election years.

Mitchell Omerberg, Director o f the Affordable 
Housing Alliance, a pro-rent-control organization, 
says the role o f real estate in local politics has grown 
greatly in the past year.

“ When Proposition M ，which capped downtown 
growth, passed m 1986,said Omerberg, "candidates 
stopped seeing the plentiful flow of real estate money 
that marked previous years.”

“ That changed in 1989，’’ said Omerberg.
Omerberg witnessed first-hand the overbearing 

f special interests in  fundraising when he served 
會 illie  Kennedy’s reelection campaign in 1988. 

“ The real estate industry rallied against Kennedy in 
?84 and 988 because she had voted in fevor of rent con- 
tro l” siaidOmerberg.“ Shewasdubbedthea；}ti- 
industry candidate^ Kennedy raised only $126,000 in 
1988 and still sits on a $31,000 debt.

But when Kennedy placed a paid argument in the 
November 1988 election against Proposition U, a 
measure that would have limited rent increases to 7 
percent after an apartment is vacated, the real estate 
industry saw a chance to intensify its influence.

“ This was the window of opportunity for the real 
estate community,said Omerberg. "She was a prime 
target to be courted by r_d estate interests.”

Zev Ben Simon, president o f Taldan Investments, 
hosted a fundraiser for Supervisor Kennedy in 
September of 1989. But, according to Omerberg, the 
Coalition for Better Housing, the euphemistically 
named lobby for San Francisco’s big landlords, took 
the event over.

“ It was the first time I ’d seen political consultant 
Jack Davis, Coalition for Better Housing Executive 
Director Barbara Kolesar and Russ Flynn of TRI 
Realty together at a Kennedy fundraiser,”  said 
Omerberg.

Kolesar said, t4We just wanted to congratulate Ken­
nedy for signing on to Proposition Q, the measure that 
created a fund for low and moderate income housing. 
She got immense pressure from the people on the 
other side.”

"As an individual I give to elected officials who 
support and represent my interests,”  said Flynn, a 
principal at TRI Realtors, the c ity^ largest residen­
tial real estate company. "Supervisor Kennedy has

been very helpful and we made a commitment to help 
her out.”

For Zev Ben Simon, who hosted the real estate 
event, stopping vacancy control is the singlemost im­
portant issue to mm. 4<As a responsible business per­
son, we can7t let the crazies take over^ said Simon, 
apparently linking support of vacancy control to men­
tal instability.

The September fundraiser raised more than 
$18,000, with at least $12,000 coming from real estote 
interests. A ll the money was ftmneled into Kennedy’s 
6irnendsM account, which is used to pay for expenses 
associated with holding an office.

Some of the new names on Kennedy’s contributor 
list include Founder’s Title Company ($500)，Herth 
Realty ($250), Colonial Realty &  Investment Co. 
($250), Bernstein Realty ($500) and TRI Realtors 
Development Corporation ($750).

Kennedy raised a total of $58,154 in 1989 with at 
least $23,970 coming from the real estate communi­
ty, the biggest single contributor to her bank account. 
In 1987, real estate gave $5,100 of the total $16,135. The 
largest giver in ?87 was the business community, 
which gave $7,000.

Last week, Kennedy provided a key vote to defeat

a vacancy control proposal less stringent than a 
measure Kennedy had voted for in 1984. With the 
volume of contributions Kennedy has received from 
real estate interests, her decision to renege on a cam­
paign pledge to support vacancy control is not 
surprising.

Kennedy testily denies that contributions have in­
fluenced her voting on vacancy control or any other 
measures:"^ don’f  even know who gives me what，’’ 
said Kennedy, repeating a statement she made to the 
San Francisco Chronicle earlier this month — a state­
ment that drew snickers o f disbelief from most

“I  give to 
individuals who 
support my 
interests. 
Supervisor 
Kennedy has 
been very 
helpful.”

Russ Flynn 
TRI Realtors

CONTRIBUTIONS TO SUPERVISORS 
BY SPECIAL INTEREST

Attorney Real Estate Business Union Others*
Alioto $10,275 $12,530 $28,465 $6,200 $38,926
Britt 2,050 3,250 8,750 3,800 13,145
Gonzalez 2,050 20,750 21,175 9,000 11,929
Hallinan** 2,850 5,400 4,500 4,000 13,204
Hongisto 50,000
Hsieh 400 3,900 6,076 200 8,277
Kennedy 2,750 23,970 14,400 2,550 14,484
Maher 10,200 38,075 37,450 400 3,692
Nelder 5,850 17,650 13,025 14,575 4,350
Walker 500 800 850 400 275
Ward …

* Other contributions include any that do not f it the categories above, all personal loans and all 
reported contributions under $100.
** Hallinan’s numbers only include January through June 1989.
*** Doris Ward disclosure statements report no money raised in 1989.

political insiders.
Kennedy spent $57,580 last year, with most of the 

money allocated to her 1988 campaign manager and 
fundraiser, Gale Kaufman and Mary O^hea. Kauf­
man is still owed $7,000, according to campaign 
statements.

Supervisor Wendy Nelder9s fundraising story is 
K m m dy's, but with a twist； She, too, saw 

her campaign funds balloon with real estate money. 
But her recent flip-flop on vacancy control and her 
announced bid for city assessor may have more to do 
with animosity towards Mayor Agnos than with the 
influences of real estate money.

The San Francisco Association of Realtors, then 
headed by Victor Makras, sent the message to the real 
estate community last year that Nelder was ripe for 
a change in her vacancy control position. Makras 
hosted a fim^lraiser for Nelder on June 29 ,1989. Most 
of the big stars o f real estate were there.

The event was held on that date for a particular 
reason — i f  Nelder collected her money before June 
30, the last day of the fiscal year, she could hold 
another fundraiser during the second half o f 1989 to 
tap the same resources. Proposition 73 limits the 
amount of money a contributor can give during the 
fiscal year, which runs from June to July.

That event raised more than $14,000, with at least 
$5,600 coming from real estate interests.

The second major fundraiser, held in a North 
Beach art gallery, was a bigger coup for Nelder. The 
event was held in November after Nelder failed to at­
tend a vacancy control hearing and then delayed the 
measure 90 days at the following meeting.

Nelder was well rewarded for her actions, with a 
total o f $36,325 coming from 43 real estate and 
development companies.

This time, real estate contributors that had 
previously given to Nelder — Taldan Investments and 
Grovesnor Properties — were joined by a horde of 
new contributors, including Coldwell Banker ($250), 
Colonial Realty Investment Company ($500), and 
Bernstein Realty ($500).

Nelder has one more chance to tap this money 
before June. She says she intends to transfer the 
money she’s raised for her supervisorial reelection to 
her bid for assessor.

With her recent sudden entry into the assessor’s 
race, Nelder takes on Agnos-^endorsed candidate 
Richard Hongisto. She’s solidified her conservative 
base with her vote against vacancy control, and 
figures to receive more money from both business 
and real estate interests to run a well-financed 
campaign.

Supervisor Jim Gonzalez topped his 1987 contribu­
tions of $58,150 when he raised $64,904 in 1989.

Gonzalez’s largest contributors are the same that 
head Supervisor B ill Maher, Nelder and Kennedy’s 
lists: the Swig family ($950), Grosvenor Properties 
($1500), Cypress Management ($1,000), and 
Markborough Properties ($1，000).

Unlike Kennedy and Nelder, whose largest special 
interest contributor is the real estate industry, Gon­
zalez^ is big business, which gave at least $21,000 in 
1989. But real estate is playing a bigger part in Gon­
zalez's financial picture than before. The industry 
contributed $20,000 to Gonzalez last year, compared 
to only $8,000 in 1987. Though only 23 different real 
estate sources gave money to Gonzalez in 1987, more 
than 50 real estate companies gave him money in 

continued on next page
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Latin America‘ a u "  M m e n c a

B r 'a iir ^ ^ g )V  ~
.©〇c ■ ■^® nc,g© P ro s titu te s

Brazil, w e ll-know n fo r its fantastic and 
l>ve y ca rn iva l ce lebrations, is ga in ing 
w orld-w ide atten tion fo r  another, more 
notorious ac tiv jtx ij^e na ge  jsrostifu tion. In- 
lo rua liona l agencies anc l Iium an rights 
specialists have been gathering frigh tening 
Matistics on the grow ing tra ffic in g  in young 

_ & r ls ^ A ll o f  them are ta ilin g  fo r immediate 
action to stamp out this practice o f  white 
slavery.-- -一 . …

A bout 50,000 teenage Brazilian girls

/  m me..〇f tfl em bare|y ^ ^ a i § - 〇Id， are 
^ l e g a l l y  exploded asj)rpstjtu tes in towns o f  

ndrfhcast Brazil. This (act was prcscnicd at 
a U .N . meeting recently by an independent
*iuman rights^expprt ムーーノ

Benjam in \v h ita k e r o f  B rita in , v ice , 
cha.rman o f  .he JJ .N . S ub i^m m ission on- 
Prevennon o f D i^F m im im 〇̂ „ d  T > V ^  
t.〇n 〇f  M in o r in e r i5 v 7 1 5 n 1e en liih^K Tng

- au^ahou, U：cnab^J2^ tifuti〇lU iU i^  
H t^T ^T F Te gnls usually b e g in ^ r k in g i i i '  
brmfjcTs between the ages 〇m  
by 20 they~i?^ considered to〇~ old, i f  not 
worn out, by tfi^b ro th e l keepers?^ 一

I-or services rcnclcred, tfieTeenagF girls 
received a mere 37 cents per c lienT V p t 
have lo  pay M x jjm cs  !ha( am oi.n l p o F Ib y  

One can itnaginc h o s T l^ d  
tlie> have to w ork just to pay b ro th c lT ^ e ?  
Hus bit o f  in io rm a tio n  was gleaned from  
the B m 丨sh O xam . ん ^ 一 —

P rostitu tion  as such is illegal in Brazil but 
£--8ills*^accorcling to M r. W hitakier^ con-

、、 とご： 上he—laW couI. ^  not
co rru p tio n .

_
- ^ j y  livin8 〇n J 〇p_of_a g a . ^ 0 vlu„ ltJ, (lltJ5e 淡
‘These young people are the victims of a

flagrantly machismo cult_ure — —
“ They are in some cases, sold hy 丨 heir 
parents in vjllagcs aud〇iU < c n l^  townT m 
lorries where they -become patT7)7~a~dcbt 
bon dage system

are some of the conditions that
spawn teen age prostitution.

- 一 uui pr
visited interests and police

r A pooリ Brazilian family, 
on their way to get food.

leaving their home
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一 teenage prostitu tion in Brazil is just one 
_〇fJhe  degrading i"brThaT7hiidreT"of7t7c
world HaveR^con,^mlT^Tecem"sta{TsTk

thei H e£!3M|pna丨 l abor ( ) rjLani7at i〇T (H
マli丨IdrG

'U ic j^ irJd  who d〇 no i attend school, and 
about half o f these worFuTdegradiug job 
from m ^e a rl^g e . In jm iia ,  
there is a reported 16.5 m illion ^ ^ i „ g  
ctu^ren b ^ £ CrT t|le ages s rT T jT jX T ^T ft] 
thMndi_an government h a T T ^ rn ^ d T ^ n ,.
n i j ^ n  〖〇 examine existing l^Ts'lanoii aiid
recommend necessary cRanges. — *

A number 〇r  recommendations have 
been suggested to am eliora te  -^Jie  
widespread problems facing children in life 
£ j ^ ~ 〇ne recorrmiendaTiBn stron ilv  
closer coordination between diTTercniTTN. 
agencies to tackle tlie extreme |)〇vcrTv 
which caused most o f the'cTlrrid la b o r~  
ploitalion.-c...一

Experts on 丨he U .N . S iihcom m issk川
said, and rightly so, it was not enough to list 
the hardship：s that face childnm niN^cciaT 
rapporteur should btMJreated lo advisTTTow 
their cultural and emotional future coiild—' 
protectetT~l_^ -------
■^__Paiicls and invcs ii^a livc  commissions ，mvi土ta mliTrjr*Tnc m a/iluimTHTim：川 
neeQs some immediate cur^aTiv'e acrionTto 
safeguard the h ilriian rights*ol，thos irrrn r〇r- 
tunale m i n o r s ------------- - ------—

— Some^of the millions slated for industrial 
improvement a n c T ^ iiT ^ m c n t 
use d fo r (he im proveW ni o f tUFad^Tse 
lu jm ar^conditons existing B ra^ ilTn ic  
〇upcrj2〇WQr of I .atiu Afncricu

CUBA

N uclear  
Pow er

Com eth
The governm ent o f President t u ic | 

C astro recently announced it w ii! be h , sh tf 
com petition w ith  other powers. How? 
Nuclear power w ill become a part > th r  
Caribbean Basin via Cuba. Luis Beltran

ガン

Rocket launching station, a phase of Cuba's 
nuclear power plans>i



Caribbean Revolution 79
The wind of change which has been sweeping through the A frican hom eland 

bean diaspora, where it has found help in men and movements.

1979 has been an awesome year fo r the* 
•‘H igh and the M ig h ty .”  M any w orld 
leaders have had H um pty-D um p ty-likc  
tum bles from  power th is year. Politica l 
w inds of change have swept away F ield 
M arshall Id i A m in  Dada o f Uganda, 
President Francois M acias Nguema o f 
Equatorial Guinea and H is M ajesty 
Em peror Jean-Edel Bokassa o f the Central 
A frican E m pire on the A frican  continent; 
the Shah o f Iran in Asia; and President 
Anastasio Somoza o f N icaragua in Central 
America.

But to many, the greatest surprise has 
been the earthshaking events tha t have 
occurred in the Caribbean since last 
M arch. Three sunny, s im m ering , once 
B ritish-owned isles o f Grenada* Dom inica 
and St. Lucia d id the un th inkab le. They 
revolted. There was a coup d ’etat in 
Grenada; a forced abdication o f the
Dominican head-of-state; and a cons titu t­
ion coup in St. Lucia.

The coup prec ip ita ted in te rna tiona l 
responses and a range o f speedy actions. 
The member states o f the W est Indies 
A ssoc iaud Stales (W IA S ) Council o f 
M in is tc i^  met w ith in  a week o f the coup in 
Grenada and resolved to establish a 
regional security force fo r the Eastern 
Caribbean. Several C AR IC O M  leaders 
considered im m edia te expansion o f the ir 
national security forces. Guyana, as an 
exam ple, revamped its arm y in lig h t o f the

coups. The US and other W estern 
Countries, caught unaware, offered advice, 
ass is ta n ce  and w h a te v e r e lse was 
necessary. Paying clcxse a tten tion to the 
fact tha t a ll three countries had opened 
re la tions w ith  Cuba, the US d id  not w ant its 
im age to sag any fu rthe r.

A m id -Ju ly  summit m eeting by Grenada, 
Dom inica and St. Lucia announced the ir 
so lida rity  and non-a lignm ent in fo re ign 
po licy. M ore and more the islands are 
m oving towards po litica l se lf-su ffe ring  
suffic iency even i f  economic independence 
can not be realized s im ultaneously. The 
revo lu tionary fever o f the grassroots in 
Caribbean portends a d iffe re n t po litica l 
game fo r the islands in  1980s.

The present im petus strong ly suggests 
that the po litica l w inds o f changes 
sweeping th rough the Caribbean has not 
cla im ed the last v ic tim .

L

Carib-

L©ads ム'、
Th© W sy

N ationalism , a m oving collective force 
burst like an overripe melon in the 
Caribbean on M arch 1 3 , 1979. It marked 
the arm ed and abrupt end o f the E ric  u a iry  
governm ent in Grenada. Prim e M in is te r 
M aurice Bishop who spearheaded the 
bTtxKlIcss coup seven months ago, p rov ia i s 
the  C a rib b e a n  w ith  a m od e l fo r  
revo lu tionary change. The revo lu tion in 
Grenada has been liken to the nationalist 
sp ir it o f the US in the early days o f the 
Republic when the battle  was to overthrow.
repression and violation of basic human
righ ts .

Now that the po litica l change has 
occurred and supported by almost all 
Grenadians, the true test emerges. Can the 
new governm ent establish a n d /o r secure a 
solid economic foundation fo r Grenada? Is 
the po litica l sh ift taken by Bishop enough 
o f a glue to speed the is land out o f it ：.
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Sir Eric Gairy, form er Prime M inister of 
Grenada.

Maurice Bishop, Prime M inister of Grenada.

m u lt ifa r io iij m iseries?
Prim e M in is te r Bishop is com m itted to 

un rave ling  the maze o f problem s spawned 
by the G airy era. It is not an easy task 
before h im : to try  to offset the social 
po litica l and economic abuses o f the nearly 
30-year-old G airy regim e. G airy, the 
iron-fis ted  ru le r o f Grenada, kept two 
th ings level. He made sure the people and 
country rem ain abysm ally poor w h ile  he
became quite wealthy as he pursued, his
favorite  subject, UFOs in many o f the 
world capitals, inc lud ing W ashington, 
D.C. Sir E ric  G airy was a B ritish  appointee 
who was insta lled in 1259 and led the 
country in to  independence in 1974 as 
Prim e M in is te r. G airy, in  spite oTheavy 
charges o f corruption and the dism issal o f 
his governm ent in  1961^ regained power in 
1967§and continued to use Grenada as his 
possession and K in g d o m ^_ ■

He had the only newspaper on the is land 
and it  rem ained that way because to found 

" iy  newspaper on the island would requ ire  
""^O.OOO bond. H is presence dom inated 

radio station because he h im se lf 
"s u p p o s e d ly  th e  a u th o r  o f  a ll 

^adcasts. G airy allowed li t t le  or no 
o p p o s it io n . H is  d re a d e d  ' 4M o n go ose
Squad,” his own private band of thugs,
v io len tly  suppressed any po litica l opposit 
ion. This same gang k illed  Prim e M in is te r 
B ishop ’s fa the r in  1974.

The New Jewel M ovem ent had been 
ga in ing in  s treng th against G airy fo r years.
The catalyst that propelled the coup d’etat
was the in fo rm ation  the N JM  received 

[ about th e ir  im m ediate fu tu re  ju s t a few  
days before the overthrow . Bishop and his 
colleagues found out tha t G airy in tended to 
arrest them  and then execute them . In fact 
G airy had b u ilt  special underground 
chambers tha t w ould house the New Jewel 
leaders.

This move by Gairy who at the tim e was 
at a UN conference in  New York sparked 
the revo lu tion  that is now pa rt o f h istory 
and a new day fo r Caribbean nationalism .

The coup was over in one day. The arm y 
barracks and rad io  station were seized and 
the police were made to surrender. An 
announcem ent was made to Grenadians to 
the effect tha t Sir E ric Gairy had become a 
v ic tim  o f the " re v o lu t io n "  and the People's 
R evolutionary Party Governm ent o f

Special underground ja il cells bu ilt by Gairy 
fo r the detention and execution of the New 
Jewel leaders.

m %
1/Thousands 
|| “ Caribbean

of Grenadians cheered at thf 
Solidarity Rally" in St. George's.

——n ■ i 1 —丨丨.■、〜一 一’一 ' ' . ….—/
urenada had taken over w ith  Bishop as ii
head and a 2]-menvhCi： .tT〇vern inp Goiinc’：：
was set up w ith  cabinet o f seven m in isters 

Since the rebellion the PKP ha-.
wholeheartedly attacked the repressiv〆：

leg is la tive  system which had im prisoned 
the is land for nearly 30 years. I  ie re  i 
been a num ber o f progressive lee is ia tu  ns 
inc lud ing , fo r the firs t tim e the Grenadian 
h istory, a law requ iring  women get the 
same wages as men fo r doing the same j o l '  
A num ber o f po litica l prisoners ha' e been 
granted am nesty. 7'he^t- moves represent u 
s ign ifican t achievement by the Bishop 
governm ent. Yet one o f the thorniest 
problem s is s till pa in fu lly  obvious th, 
state o f the economy.

Grenada, a lthough m e ( {  .
beau tifu l islands in  the W est lnd>c ;s c.u
o f the poorest. It has an area o f ! ン' 』,quare
m iles and a population o f over 100,000 
people. The average wage is about $2.25 
per day. Food is.expensive since ：iV.» it ha lf 
foodstuffs and vegetables were im ported 
by the G airy regim e which neglected a 
v iable fish ing industry  that couid have 
provided Grenadians w ith  a good source o f 
pro te in . Chicken which is not necessarily a 
gourm e t's  dish costs $2 per pound. S ino 
most G renadians could not a ffo rd  those 
foods, they subsisted m ostly on , ananas 
and rice.

The PRP Government in tends ; o reduce 
the country dependence on im ported foods. 
One o f the firs t steps taken by the ne\\ 
governm ent is to re form  the bid economic 
way o f do ing th ings. A  p r io r ity  o f th b  
adm in is tra tion  is the developm ent of 
G renada's own food resources.

M a jo r res tructu ring  operations have 
been authorized by the new governm ent. 
The country 's  economy has been ：)ase(? 
p rim a rily  on sugar, cocor； and tourism , h, 
la tte r has been affected by the u  卜..;t 
reports have tt tha t people are h 'in g  ^asiiv 
persuaded to re tu rn  fo r ho liday or vacation.persuaded to re tu rn  fo r hohdav or ■ 
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An island in Labour Pains
Since last year independence fever has 

been s tr ik in g  the Eastern Caribbean w ith  
what seems to be a m ighty  Vengeance. 
This year po litica l upheavals have gripped 
the reg ion - Grenada, Dom inica and St. 
Lucia in particu la r. The necklace o f small 
islands is flex ing  its muscles as it 
steadfastly pursues the green pastures o f 
se lf-ru le  and se lf-determ ination.

The latest island about to em bark on th is 
w ind o f change is St. V incent and its 
dependencies, the Grenadines. The status 
o f nationhood w ill be acquired by St. 
V incent on the 27th o f the m onth. That 
date-^also, would have m arked the 10th 
anniversary o f the is land ’s associated state 
status w ith  m other B ritann ia .

A po litica l change could come to 
V incentians in the next four months when a 
general election is slated to be held. The 
governm ent o f Prem ier M ilto n  Cato could 
be removed i f  the new United opposition 
has its way. In fact, w ith in  the next few 
months the po litica l spo tligh t w ill be 
focused on St. Vincent to bear w itness to 
which direction the island w ill decide 
po litica lly .

I3rcm ic r Cato and his ru lin g  St. V incent 
Labor Party (SVLP) are not too pleased 
w ith  the tu rn  o f events. Instead o f the 
main opposition parties ba ttlin g  among 
themselves fo r votes, they have banded 
together to target the Cato adm in is tra tion  
fo r extinction . Politica lly  th ings are ge tting  
hot in St. V incent.

M ilton Cato, Premier of St. Vincent.

J.F. “ Son”  M itche ll，ex-Premier and leader 
of the NDP.

The m ajority  of、the people, it  seems, are 
in d iffe re n t to the po litica l chess game. The 
governm enta l system has fa iled them for 
too long and too often. Is there a po litica l 
tonic strong enough to pep up St. Vincentes
c itizenry to the point where a vast m ajority
w ould involve itse lf in the electoral process 
again? A system which is reported ly  not 
up to date in le rn is  o f electoral lis ting .

W hat has been surfacing fo r some tim e 
now is two schools o f thought about the 
po litica l fu tu re  o f St. V incent. One school 
sけongly suggests that a po litica l upheaval 
akin to what has occurred in some other 
Eastern Caribbean islands —  a po litica l 
w ind o f change could blow in a new 
adm in is tra tion . However there is no leader 
on the horizon presently who possesses 
those leadership ab ilities that could shock 
(he people out o f the ir ind ifference.

One person in terview ed by th is w rite r, a 
young man, said “ the people are in a m ire 
o f po litica l cynicism  and le thargy about the 
so-called leade rs /*

The other school o f thought claim s that
Caio w ill be a ‘ ‘ shoo-in’ ’ because o f the 
people's apathy and nonchalance. Even 
the m ilder-sounding opposition parties like 
the New Democratic Party (NDP) and the 
People’s Politica l Party (卜f)P) that want to 
unseat Cato are not expected to win 
because they arc considered part o f the 
same system which brought him  to power. 
Leaders o f the two parties arc viewed as 
never e ffecting  any eventfu l accomplish- 
nients e ither.

The group that is causing somewhat o f a 
s tir  among Vincentians and g iv ing  Cato a 
cause fo r concern is t lic  new United 
Peopled Movement (U TM ), forn icd from

the People’s Dem ocratic M ovem ent (PDM ) 
and the  Y ou lo u  U n ite d  L ib e ra t io n  
M ovem ent (Y U L IM O ). The UPM  has
clearly stated it has a dem ocratic-socia lis i 
bent. Unlike the other opposition part ?s 
and the SVLP, th is group has been grow ing 
in favor among the youth o f St. V incent and 
possib ly some other sectors o f th
population.

I f  a survey were conducted in the island, 
most observers and po litica l experts in the 
area agree that the new alliance o f the 
UPM  has a be tte r than average chance of 
w inn ing  the election. But all does not bode 
w e ll fo r  th is  p a rty  e ith e r .  " M a n y
V in c e n tia n s 、’ ’ a c c o rd in g  to  one St.
V incentian, ‘ ‘are aware o f the p rob lem ： 

that dem ocratic socialism has reaped in 
Jamaica under Prime M in is te r 
M an ley 's  management and we do not warn 
to  su ffe r the same fa te .’ ’

Ebenezer Joshua, leader of the PPP.

This is bv no means an enviable position 
fo r an island that is about to become 
independent to have. Yet there is an even 
worse economic p ic tu re .1 he economy has 
sagged much lower than the po litica l 
condition o f the country.

The economy was cripp led fu rth e r by the 
recent eruption o f Soufriere volcano in the 
northwestern part o f the island. Its 
extensive crater which is 4,084 feet above 
sea level spewed forth  lava and ash, leav 
ing destruction and m isery in its wake. 
M illio ns  o f do llars worth o f damage was 
su lie  red by (he banana p lantations, tree 
crops and ag ricu ltu ra l land. Like some 
o th e r  is le s , the  econom y is based 
fundam enta lly  on ag ricu ltu re  and tourism . 
Both have been hurt im nicasurabi> bv the 
Soufriere disaster last A p ril.
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A bout a m onth afte r the f ^ l l  o f the 
Patrick John Governrnent, the John 
Compton U nited W orkers Party (U M P ) was 
ushered out o f power, c lcc to ra lly  by the St, 
Lucian grassroots. St. Lucia freed barely 
five  months was caught in  a ta ilsp in  from  
the po litica l w ind o f change engu lfing  the 
Caribbean.

A massive tu rn -ou t by young St. Lucians 
at the polls b rought in A llan  Louisy, 62 
years old and his St. Lucia Labor Party 
(SLP). The end o f C om pton’ s 15-year-old 
reg im e signaled the end o f the W estm in is ­
ter or B ritish  model o f governm ent. A St. 
Lucian trave ling  in  New York said in her 
comments about the previous reg im e: 
‘ ‘Those entrenched in  power in the 
Caribbean are be ing b lown away one by 
one. We are dem anding a governm ent that 
f its  our needs and not the cumbersome and 
in e ffic ie n t wishes o f our fo rm er colonial 
m aste r.’ ’

A Jamaican y\Aing man said tha t he was 
in St. Lucia several tim es and he believed 
tha t “ the era o f the Black grassroot power 
has arrived in the Caribbean. It is 
becom ing a te rrib le  force to those s till 
entrenched in the old way o f do ing th ings. 
St. Lucia was c iv il. The con frontation was 
at the ba llo t box and not w ith  (he bu lle t bu t 
in Jam aica's case it  w ill d e fin ite ly  not be at 
the ba llo t box .”

The Caribbean

Flag raising ceremonies at the U.N. (I to r): 
Deputy PM George Odium, U.N. Secretary- 
General Kurt Waldheim, and a U.N. Security 
Guard.

The Grass Roots
f  Triumph copy

St, Lucian delegation at the U.N. headed by Deputy PM George Odium.

John C om pton’s Waterloo had been 
bu ild in g  since the decade o f the seventies 
begun. Progress in his term s included the 
beefing up o f the police force w h ile  the 
na tion ’ s unem ploym ent rate rose h igher 
and h igher, especially fo r the 18 to 25-age 
group.

One o f the f irs t actions the new Prim e 
M in is te r prom ised to assault is the 
unem ploym ent which his governm ent has 
estim ated in excess o f 40 percent. 
C om pton’s fa ilu re  to deal w ith  th is critica l 
p ro b le m  c o n tr ib u te d  g re a t ly  to  h is  
dow nfa ll. The new St. Lucian leader said 
isa lnd ’ s m u ltitude  o f unem ployed labor: 
4 4W e m ust all work pa rticu la rly  hard to 
re lieve the ir su ffe ring  and stress. We 
cannot survive as a nation, or as a people, 
w h ile  the masses live in squalor and 
destitu tion . M y governm ent considers the 
im provem ent o f the ir lo t to be the firs t 
charge on the national conscience and the 
national pocket.”

Allan Louisy, Prime Minister of St. Lucia.

The overw helm ing support o f the 
is land ’s people, a key con tribu to r to PM  
Louisy^s election w in was George O dium  a 
fie ry  and articu la te  po litic ian , his Deputy 
M in is te r and M in is te r o f Trade* Industry , 
Tourism  and Foreign A ffa irs . One other 
o ffic ia l Peter Josie is the M in is te r o f 
ag ricu ltu re , lands, fisheries, labor and 
cooperatives. This governm ent fo llow s a 
socialist bent and has am bitious plans to 
re lieve the economic tria ls  o f  its  citizens.

There have been rum ors to the effect 
that O dium  and Josie have m ore than 
im pressive titles . They are be lieved to be a 
great in fluence in, i f  not sole a rb ite r, o f 
G overnm ent a ffa irs . Be tha t as it  may, the 
com ing months w ill make it  clear i f  indeed 
the New guard is an im provem ent over the 
old guard. A nd  more than that the 
awakened grassroots may not be pu t to 
sleep again. ’
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The Caribbean

Jte s till suffering from  the 
effects loccifeioned by that volcanic 

r i ig h tn ia rc X ^ J  mop-up is s till underway. 
The c;nhauk-d cconamy is being pe lted by 
v'?hcr aggravalious as well: o il prices arc 
ris ing, w h ile  agricu ltura l production is 
fa lling ; the public debt, which seems to be 
(he status-quo in  so many Caribbean 
islands and the T h ird  W orld in general, is 
in excess of the recurrent budget and way 
:U)〇ve domestic exports.

In fact, an economic analysis o f country 
shows a worsening state o f economy. 
N e a rly  h a lf  o f the  w o rk  fo rce  is 
unemployed; housing is poor; and po litica l 
corruption reported lam pant. The lis t o f 
woes reads like a W ho ’s W ho in
^hort-c ircu iting  an economy. Even the 
proprie ty o f the leaders are said to be 
v|” estionable.

W ith  all ihc pro lilcm s ihc island is facing 
nresently, one can easily forge t that it  has 
been a garden spot fo r tourists over the 
rears. It is lo ca fc^a b iv^  100 m iles west o f 
Barbados and is part o f the W indw ard 
island group in the Eastern Caribbean. The 
l)〇pulation is about 95,000 people.

It appears that the troubles m ight be 
heavier than most w ill adm it. But 
V incentians are stoic and hardw ork ing 
i)cople and they w ill survive the ir hard 
nines. The question remains, however, w ill 
丨 here be a leadership spark to ign ite  a b ig 
jump forward for St. Vincent.

U.S.
VIRGIN ISLA N D S
THE KING FREDERIK 

ON THE BEACH
A SMALL, SECLUDED,  

INTIMATE BEACH HOTEL

8 DAYS/ 7 NIGHTS
$ 146 or $ 174 per person/

double o ccu p an cy
INCLUDES:

A BEAUTIFUL ONE BEDROOM APART­
MENT WITH DINING BALCONY ($174) 
(od A COMPACT EFFICIENCY UNIT ($146) 

AND
A COMPLETE BAR IN YOUR ROOM (Five 
fifths of liquor and mixers —your choice) 

AND
A RENTAL CAR WITH UNLIMITED MILE­
AGE FOR THE WEEK, (offer expires 

12/15/79)
FOR RESERVATIONS,

SEND $50 per person to;
THE KING FREDERIK 

P.O. BOX 1908 
FREDERIKSTED, ST. CROIX 

USVI 00840 
OR CALL 809 7721205

Middle Age At 17
Besides the w e ll-pub lic ized fact o f 

Jam aica’ s tatte red economy, the next 
w e ll-k n o w n  ite m  is the  c o n tin u o u s  
exchange of charges and countercharges 
between Prime M in is te r M ichae l M anley 
and  E d w a rd  Seaga, le a d e r o f  the  
O pposition, over the state o f the country. 
The live ly  bu t sometimes om inous po litica l 
banter between Jamaica's two m ajor 
po litica l parties is not suffic ien t io solve or 
b ring  im m ediate re lie f to the economic 
d ilem m a facing the m ajority  o f Jamaicans.

Carolyn Steele, a young Jamaican 
bu s in e ssw o m a n  sa id : ‘ ‘ The co n s ta n t 
m ention ing o f long-term  projects feas ib ility  
and other assorted po litica l palaver are not 
doing a th ing  to pu ll Jamaicans up from  
th e ir  knees e c o n o m ic a lly . A ca d e m ic  
appraisals and speculations are not feeding 
m y fa m ily ,”  she lamented.

“ I want to know now, what w ill the 
governm ent, or the opposition fo r that 
m atter do to provide food, shelter and 
c lo th ing fo r Jamaicans today. W ith  no land 
to p lant, no money fo r food when the food 
is 1 here* no gus or oil to cook, and 
on and on. Jamaica is dying and the only 
way to save her is to restructu re  the 

4201itica l svs lsm  which has proven it s e l f  to 
be incom petent and im p o te n t/*  Mis§t 
Steele nearly screamed her, last state- 
m ents•ノ  j

Michael Manley, Prime Minister of Jamaica.

The mood o f the people in Jamaica is 
chaneine as thev realize the hopelessness 
and pmveriessness o f the ir iLonditions 
and according to Je ffrey M ills , l4could 
do a damn sight bcUcr, at least, thev could 
do no worse, there is only om? perd ition  
and 1 th ink  we have been there long

Because o f the increasing economic 
hardships on the Jamaican people, they are 
be ing forced gradually in to  a dead-end 
corner. This a pa rticu la rly  unhealthy state 
fo r the country, against the recent 
backdrop o f a 180 degree tu rn  in the 
po litics o f three countries: Grenada 
Dom inica and St. Lucia. rhey are 
representative models fo r Jamaica and 
other Caribbean islands since most have 
s im ila r conditions and background history.

“ The trend towards the grassroots 
taking over the reins o f governm ent could 
become an incontro llab le  brush fire  as the 
m om entum  and the sp ir it o f libe rty  
continue at the pace h is m ov ing ,”  said a 
York College undergraduate in Jamaica, 
New York. The rig h t and the means to 
secure food, housing, c lo th ing  and a job 
are not unreasonable requests.

Last August Jamaica reached its 17th 
anniversary as an independent nation. It is 
the  la rg e s t o f the E n g lis h -s p e a k in g  
Caribbean isalnds, and has one o f the 
largest economic headaches. For the last 
five  years the country has been beset w ith  
those problem s; Jamaica was the firs t

Edward Seaga, Ie9der of the opposition JLP.
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Jean-Claude Duvalier, President of Haiti.

The p lig h t o f the Vietnamese boat oeople 
has caueht tne hearts o i all hum anitarians 
as has the story o f the Jews who sailed 
from  port to port seeKing refuge to escape 
the ravishes o f Adolph H itle r, bu t very few 
words are spoken about the boat people o f 
the W estern Hem isphere.

Hundreds o f Ha itians come by way o f 
boat from  the popular stop-over, the 
Bahamas to the shores o f Southern F lorida. 

In the darkness o f the n igh t, sm ugglers 
row in to  the waters o ff  the southern shore 
w ith  persons who has paid the go ing rate o f 
about $700 per person. The boat people 
come ashore bedraggled, o ring ing  w ith  
them  not much more than the clothes on 
the ir backs and an address o f a re la tive  or 
fr ien d . Some are fortunate enough to slip  
in to  the H a itian  com m unity and disappear; 
bu t most fa ll in to the hands o f U.S. 
Im m igra tion  A u thorities  and fo r many tnat 
is wnen the ir troubles b e g in . --—

They are throw n in to  ja il where they 
have only one set o f c lo th ing, fh e ir  clothes 
are washed once a week and for hours they 
lie  on the bare cold floo r w a iting  fo r the ir 
clothes to be re turned. D irty , unsan itary 
cells, are another characteristic o f the ir 
circum stance which account fo r the te rrib le  
health o f most o f the refugees be ing 
detained. In addition they are kept near 
starvation w ith  an inadequate d iet.

There is such a great contrast in the way 
U.S. Im m igra tiop  trea t H a itians to other 

"refugees, that the U.S. Congressional 
B lac^ Caucus has set up a special Task 
Force * t r r一 investigate the gharges of 
inhumane treatm ent o f the boat people. 
f Chaifed by Rejp> Shirley Chisholm , the 

Task Force has fin ished its f irs t phase o f 
in v e s t ig a t io n  and re p o r ts  th a t the  
Im m igra tion  and N atura lization Services 
(INS) are in v io la tion  o f due process o f 
righ ts  o f H a itians. Those seeking asylum 
arc given mass hearings, forced in to

The Caribbean

H aitian s
Black  

, 11 Boat

’ ‘vo lun ta ry  re tu rn s ’ ’ and are denied work 
perm its  w h ile  aw aiting hearings. Up to 150 
hearings per day are scheduled by the INS.. 
This makes" it impossible fo r  Haitians to 
have proper legal representation. No other 
na tiona lity  seeking refuge in  the U.S. has 
been subjected to the degrading and 
deplorab le treatm ent received by Ha itians 
at the hands o f INS offic ia ls  the report also 
st a ted ••一

X. W hat is reponsible fo r th is  d isc rim in ­
ation against Haitians? The TasK horce 
finds that Im m ig ra tion ’s a ttitude  is caused 
by th e ir  conviction that H a itians run away 
from  the oldest Black Republic in  the 
W estern Hem isphere to escape starvation, 
no t the ru le  o f “ Baby Doc”  D uva lie r o r the 
w ra th o f H a it i’s feared secret police, the 
Ton Ton M achettes.

An island o f six m illion  people, H a iti has 
been dubbed the poorest na tion in the 
W estern Hem nhere. Its per capita income 
o f  $90 and the m a jo rity  o f  its citizens are 
illite ra te . Progressive H a itians blam e the 
p lig h t o f the economy on the governm ent 
and say that the ir lives are endangered as a 
resu lt o f the ir opposition to the D uva lie r

governm ent. Some H aitians have been 
granted po litica l asylum bu t the un luck： 
ones are tu rned back before they get • 
chance to file  a c la im . Those tha t made it  
to the claim  desk, were denied w ofk 
perm its  thus forc ing them to seek aid fron 
local social services. This has imposed & 
severe fiscal burden on the su rro u n a m , 
countries where Ha itians num ber some
12,000•严 卜
v The Task Force also questioned the h ig r 
rate o f “ vo lun ta ry re turnees”  among 
H a itians and found tna t m any ot the boc/ 
people were subject to various form s c 
coe rc io n  and in t im a d a t io n ,  in c lu d in g  
physical abuse to re tu rn  ’v o lu n ta r ily ’ 
w ithou t, a hea ring•，一  

J  O ther hardships are suffered by the boa、 

people. Last m onth six H a itian  refugeec 
drowned after the ir sm uggler panicked ana 
forced them  overboard in  20 feet c f  w ater. 
The v ic tim s, a woman 31 years old, n ia ine 
Lorifils and five o f her seven ch ild ren age 
4 to 11 years were com ing to jo in her 
husband and her two other ch ildren whe 
had made a s im ila r journey 14 months 
before. Tragedies like th is cause mental 
anguish, and fru s tra tio ii. Having to  cxi 
as an illega l alien makes one vuinarable tr  
crim es that are dare not r e p o r d  、ぃ 

m atte r how many years o f be ing here, t 
illega l alien is forever cautious o f even his 
own fe llow  countrym en fo r fear o f being 
turned over to im m igra tion  officers 

Rep. Chisholm  has pledgcci that the 
Black Congressional Caucus Task Force h 
ready to go to the highest o ftic ia ls  in th 
country to ensure the righ ts  o f H a i-an s  nat 
inev itab ly  Am erica w ill have to take a Ion-, 
hard look at the po litica l ram ifica tions o; 
H a iti's  economic circumstance jn d  recon­
sider the classification o f H a itian  refugees

N.Y. Representative Shirley Chisolm.

H aiti’s Iron Market does not sell iron hut 
alm ost anything else can be purchased, f
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