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m y how tim e  flie s  • • •  I ’m  approaching
| ^ L / I  ano the r b ir th d a y  th is  Saturday, December 7! I
I w r ■  always p lan  m y day; L o rd  knows how I  w il l  

w -JBL celebrate th is  year. I  was blessed w ith  an in ­
te res ting  year, and w hat was m y lu cky  day when I  landed 
a gig Decem ber 7,1995 on the  feD IA  M o rn in g  Show th a t 
lasted th ro u g h  August 1996. D ig , t im in g  is every th ing ! I  
s topped in  fo r  a few  m inu tes  as a guest n o t expecting to  
be discovered by the  s ta tion  owner!

I  tru s t a ll o f you ha^ a w arm  Thanksg iv ing . I  spent a 
re la tiv e ly  q u ie t day, b u t d id  stop by JOSE LACROSB 
pad, at h is in v ita t io n v to  en joy some G um bo and cham­
pagne. H is  recipe was q u ite  tasty B U T  I  M ISSED  T H E  
CRABS! v

B E N N IE  H O LM E S  and his cooks served Pre〆 
T hanksg iv ing  d in n e r Wednesday at noon  to  those whra 
live  in  th e  W estern A d d it io n  area o f to w n . • . some w ith ­
o u t fa m ilie s , o r  f in d  themselves homeless w ith  no place 
to  go.

The  H O M E  C O O K IN ’ ^ E A S T，th a t  W ill re ^ i i^ d  you o f
yo u r m o th e r o r Grandma% house when T h in k in g  about 
hom e, was served a t 12 n o o i i ln  th e  M A R T IN  L U T H E R  
K IN G /M A R C U S  G A R V E Y  Square cooperative A part- 
ments, Inco rp o ra te d  C om m un ity  C enter located on 
E ddy near P ierce Street.

In  1970 B E N N IE  founded  and was c o o rd in a to r, along 
w ith  the  la te  T O M  DUN G AN  and o thers, th a t in c lude  
C AR M E N  JO HNSO N, A d m in is tra to r M arcus Garvey 
Square，M A R V A  BRO OKS，E V E L Y N  J O P L IN ，B A R ­
B A R A  JACKSON A N D  P EG G Y H A W K IN S . B ennie
gives up  his m oney and tim e  and receives donations fro m  
supporte rs  and those who he lp *h im  cook the  food. The 
o ff ic e  o f EOC shares a llocated m onies fo r  Thanksg iv ing  
d inners  to  p ro v id e  food fo r  th e ir  c ity  w ide  areas o f re ­
sp o n s ib ilitie s  — W estern A d d it io n  and Bay view  H u n ­
ters P o in t area inc luded . B ennie  is a s ta ff person w ith  
the  EOC, as are m any o f the  helpers who assist h im .

I  always tr y  to  suppo rt B ennie  ( I  missed last year be­
cause I  had lunch  w ith  the  la te  O L L IE  O L L IS O N . . .  and 
the  last tim e  I  saw h im  in  l ife  fo r  he d ied  a few  m onths 
la te r). I  was able to  b reak bread w ith  B ennie  and his 
he lpers th a t in c luded  E V E L Y N  JO H N SO N , L O L A  
JACKSON, M A R Y  JO S M IT H , B U E L A H  W H A T L E Y , 
C H A R M A IN E  BRO W N, B E T T Y  M A R T IN , J A M IE "  
W A S H IN G T O N  ( I  m e t her in  994 w hen s tand ing  in  the  
serving lin e  next to  her). I  do declare they a ll w anted to  
know  W H Y  I  L E F T  K D IA  and when was I  com ing back, 
fo r  they lis tened  to  the  show. Hey, fo r  those who missed 
an e a rlie r co lum n , the  s ta tion  manager wanted to  change 
the  fo rm a t • • •  th a t ’s ra d io  — here today and gone 
tom orrow !

雇祕  BOSS M A N  N A T E  M ASO N ，E xecutive  D ire c to r 
fo rm e rly  he ld  by the  la te  ER N EST O L IV E R , was 

on the  scene m ak ing  sure eve ry th ing  w ent wjell before 
d r iv in g  to  check the  o th e r sites. Nate looked  l ik e  a 
PR E A C H E R  in  b lack  s u i t . . .  I  was s tand ing  by Bennie  
w hen N ate shook h is hand and pra ised h im  on the  good 
jo b  he’d done (always!). O n a som ber n o te，I  had n o t 
rea lized th a t N ate lost h is fa th e r recen tly  u n t i l  I  over­
heard his conversation w ith  ano the r gen tle m a n . . .  no t 
too  m any m onths ago he lost h is m o the r. M y be la ted 
condolences to  N a te，fo r  he seemed very close w ith  his 
parents. U sua lly  he makes i t  to  Lou is iana  fo r  the  
B A Y O U  G AM ES, b u t h is p a in  was too  h e a rtfe lt to  go 
hom e at th is  tim e .

B enn ie  looked  handsome in  a tweed sportcoat over 
b lack. He m aae several tr ip s  in  h is ren ted  car to  take 
d inners  to  a few  shut-ins. I  m ig h t no te  th a t he was p la n ­
n in g  to  keep th is  car th ro u g h  m idw eek so as to  celebrate  
h is  b i r th d a y  th is  p a s t M o n d a y . H a p p y  b ir th d a y  
B E N N IE !

t.he s tree t and  ̂ vas lo c k in g  p lu m b e r man. G ir l­
f r ie n d  was te l l in g  ihe abou t h e r g o lf games, and th e  te r ­
r ib le  c o n d itio n s  o f a p a rt ic u la r  g o lf course th a t I  iforgot 
th e  nam e；13111 seems she a nd  h e t lady go lfe rs were fu rn  
ious over the  w ater o ve rr id in g  the  bourse.

H O N E Y  B E A R 、:  ̂ one o f th ^  o ld  players who use to  
fre q u e n t th6  o ld  JackV B a ^  had d ined  s u ff ic ie n tlv  and 
on ms back to  h is  F il jm o re  C enter pad，jbut n o t be- 
fo re  te l l in  me he^s a T B A V E L IN r ^M . . .  he recen tly  
£le>v to  Hawaii^ t  la y  o u t oh  the  bfeach and en joy th e  fe ­
m ale sights . . ̂ 1 ask^d  H im  i f  he w 
tru n k s  > seemed l ik e  he said la id  o u t on the  sand in  
his B A T H R O B E ! IB E T  T H A T  WAS A  S IG H T !

I  was su rp rised  to  see th e  suave M R . L .P . LE W IS , o r 
sha ll I  say R E W  L E W IS , fo r  he5s invo lved  w ith  J. 
A LFR E D  S M IT H  C hurch in  O akland  and liv in g  an D I­
A M O N D  H E IG H T S  here in  the  c ity  in  th a t faaaabutous 
pad he and his ex-w ife M A R Y  LE W IS  once shared! I  f ir s t  
m et Lew is w hen we w o rked  on the  same f lo o r  at the  Fed- 
ra l b u ild in g  . . .  a t th a t tim e  he was w ith  H U D  and I  was 
w ith  GSA.

A B E  L A N D R Y  looked  fu l l  and peacefu l w hen he ex­
ite d  the  C<enter. Gosh B IL L  D O W D  looks great. He sat 
w ith  P A B LO  w ho’s Always ta lk in g  • • • l ip p in ’ ofif! I  
jo in e d  the  venerable BU C K  BU C H A N O N  and his guest, 
and the  im peecably dressed JO H N  D O U IM B I A. N oticed 
B A R B A R A  JACKSON w ith  he r fr ie n d  J I M . .  , a cu tie

/  B enn ie  to ld  me his lo n g tim e  fr ie n d  S；F. D is tr ic t A t- 
 ̂to rney  TE R E N C E  H A L L IN A N  stopped by. R O BER T 
BR O W N , P res ident M arcus Garvey B oard , was on the  
scener  as were D O R O T H Y  M A R T IN , assistant to  M G ^  
a d m in is tra to r Johnson •••  L E E  BR O W N ，a handsome 
gentlem an in  his /Ms GOOD fo r  h e jo o k e d
strcjhg and y o u lS ^  than  His Sge . . . h i i  
p lex ion  glowed. M y m an wants me to  do a story on h im  
and h is invo lvem en t w ith  the  la b o r m o v e m e n t^  

h In  c losing th is  segment I  congra tu la te  B enn ie  and his 
helpers and N at Mason and the  EOC fo r  th e ir  co m m it­
tm e n t to  th e  co m m u n ity  and M A K IN G  A  D IF F E R ­
ENC E in  sharing w ith  the  haves and have nots!

Back to  T hanksg iv ing  n ig h t . . .  A fte r  v is it in g  w ith  
Jose LaCrosby I  made i t  over to  YO SHFs to  catch bassist 
R A Y  BR O W N ’S t r io  th a t fea tu red  tw o baaaaad Y O U N G  
L IO N S  — B E N N IE  G R EEN  on p iano  and te r r i f ic  bassist 
G R EG O R Y H U TC H IN S O N . T h is  was B enn ie9s last en­
gagement w ith  B row n  fo r  he was m oving  on to  fo rm  his 
own group. W e ll Ray has had a long  lin e  o f p iano  p layers 
who have gone o n . . .  one in  p a rt ic u la r G E N E  H AR R IS . 
Ray got m m  to  come o u t o f them  ih^rr h ills  o f Idaho  
m oun ta ins  and back on the  w o rld ly  Jazz scene. Y ou  
know ，Ray B row n  was m a rrie d  to  the  la te  E lla  F itzge ra ld  
(^ -S S ) and had a son — Ray B row n, J r,

Y o s k i’s has a great line -up  com ing up •• . th is  week 
B R A N FO R D  M A R SA LIS  th ro u g h  Sunday n ig h t . . .  the 
le g e n d a r y  M E R R Y  X M A S  B A B Y  • • •  C H A R L E S  
BR O W N  is booked fo r  m id-D ecem ber B U T  I  H E A R D  
last weekend th a t he is in  the  h o s p ita l. . •  T i l  have to  
check on h is  c o n d itio n . A N D  L O O K  O U T JAC K L O N ­
D O N  SQUARE . . . Y osh rs  is scheduled to  move near the 
m ovie  m u lt ip le x  i n  May ’97 • • •  A N D  the  f ir s t  few  weeks 
are a lready booked!

T h is  past Sunday a fte rnoon  I  caught the  liv e ly  m usical 
set in  the  1920V“ O N E M 〇’ T IM E !”  s ta rring  D E N IS E  
P E R R IE R  and a fin e  cast o f  pe rfo rm ers  and musicians. 
T he  m usical runs th ro u g h  Decem ber 22, at the  L o rra in e  
Hansbery Theatre . M y  dead line  prevents me fro m  ta k ­
in g  the  tim e  to  rev iew  the  p lay  th is  week as th e  co lum n 
was com ple ted  • perhaps next week，b u t do go o u t and 
suppo rt B LA C K  T H E A T E R !

* * *
W e ll the  h o lid a y  season is here and X M A S  shopp ing 

prom ises to  be b r is k ，fo r  accord ing to  the  econom ic sta­
tis tics， the  economy is up  and peop le  have m oney to  
spend! A N D  the  p ickpockets  and those who p rey and 
p ro w l especially d u rin g  the  h o lid a y  season are de ligh ted  
to r  they w il l  be on the  watch fo r  careless shoppers.

T h is  b rings me to  the GOOD NEW S th a t M A Y O R  
BRO W N  has deployed low -incom e unem ployed youths, 
some o f w hom  are ex-gang m em bers, on the  M u n i buses 
to  p ro tec t c itizens who r id e  the  system. The  o rig in a l idea 
^)f p u tt in g  yo u th  m o n ito rs  on the  M U N I was the  b ra in ­
c h ild  o f R O TE A  G ILF O R D , who was appo in ted  by 
M ayor B row n  d u rin g  the  early  p a rt o f the  year to  oversee 
the  P ATR O L. Now M u n i’s new d ire c to r E M IL IO  CRU2, 
who I  unders tand  has spent the  past 3 m onths p u tt in g  
the  new p rog ram  toge the r, is in  charge o f the  new PA ­
T R O L  th a t w il l  be funded  fo r  the  next 6 m onths.

M G 9s p ro je c t co o rd in a to r C A R M E N  JO H N SO N  stood 
o u t in  he r s ty lish  rea  s u i t . . .  no ticed  her w h ile  I  was o u t­
s ide ch a ttin g  w ith  L O R R A IN E  S M IT H  who lives across

I  had the  d is tin c t pleasure to  meet Gruz up close when 
seated next to  h im  a t th e  recent M u n i c iv ic  Luncheon 
he ld  a t the  C h ina tow n H o lid a y  In n . I  de rived  a chuckle

fro m  the  handsome 3 l>year-old i^ruz when I-exp^ressed 
th a t i  hadn?t  expected to  m ee t such a caol persdn^ con­
s idering  th e  h igh  pow er pas ition^ ie  has u n d e rth e  watcn- 
fu l eye o f M ayor B row n, who appo in ted  h im  to  reolace 
fo r in e r maftager P H IL  ADAM S.

The eftergetie  young n iari o tt thぢ rise takes his respon•て 

台ib iu ty  way QVet the m a rk  in  辞r iv in g  to  ty r n  M u n i 
a round. He no ted  th a t when the  M ayor to o k x e n tro l o f 
M u n i (He f i je d  Adain分 a力d a p p o in t d々  h iin  io  the  pbsi- 
t io n p h e  had a lo t  o f a ixprehensioiis，B U T  th a t’s chan- 
ged .v> WI  re a lly  enj^o in y  j a i l . Pm  h  here. We j  
lia yも a Iq t o f w o rk  to  如 A私成^^^

As is the  usual p ro to co l, Gruz Stnceed the  11111cheon a f - 1 
fa ir . D u rin g  h is presence at the  m ik e r he shared w ith  t h e 、 
diverse ga therm g ( I  seemed to  be thej o n ly  m em ber o f  the  ^ 
press who a ttended these lu iicheons) th a t he makes the  ^ 
rounds on the  buses in  checking assessing the  system — 
sometim es between the  hours o f 2-4 a.m. I  w onder i f  he 
was resDonsible fo r  the  Ra ID  u n  those d rive rs  who were 
signing in  fo r  d u ty  going back hom e to  bed?????

Tnere  are some good, honest M u m  arive rs  on the  jo b .
I  always say M U N I d rive rs  have a hard  jo b  w o rk in p  w ith  
the  p u b lic  and dealing w ith  S O C IE TY ’S PR O BLEM S in  
the  people  who board  th e ir  buses; many tim es i i 9s a 
thankless jo b  fo r  those T R Y IN G  T O  DO A  GOOD JOB, 
A N D  W H O  P U T T H E IR  L IF E  O N  T H E  L IN E  E V E R Y  
D A Y ! SO ITS  N IC E  T O  SEE T H E  M U N I O R G A N IZ A ­
T IO N  A C K N O W LE D G E  TH O SE  W H O  GARE A N D  
M A K E  A D IFFE R E N C E !

B efo re  m oving  on I  w ant to  no te  those honored  th a t 
day. A m ong them  were C E C IL  H O R N E , O ctober Sys­
tem w ide  OPER ATO R  OF T H E  M O N T H  w o rk in g  o u t o f 
M U N Fs K irk la n d  D iv is io n ; T a ll n9 Handsom e EU G EN E  
B A P T IS T E ，“ Accessbility E n ip loyee o f the  F a ll Q uar­
t e r ”  and vo ted  in  by the  rid e rs  fo r  h is exceptiona l service 
to  SENIORS; R IC H A R D  M O U L T R IE ，T ra n s it Superv i­
sor o f the  fa i l  Q uarte r; F R A N K  L E E ， J r. (a cu tie  p ie )， 

Septem ber systems w ide runne r-up . A N D  tw o ladies 
. . SHAR O N  H A L L , O pera tion  Em ployee o f the  Q ua rte r 
and N A N C Y  P A D IL L A , O ctober system wide runne r-up .

Cruz in tro d u ce d  M A R T H A  JOHNSON^ F A P  (person­
ne l) Em ployee o f the  Q ua rte r — he noted th a t she was a 
hard  w o rke r and th a t she was the  one to  process h is pe r­
sonnel papers when he assumed his M u n i pos ition ,

LO U  JO HNSO N, D eputy  D ire c to r o f O perations, w el­
comed me back to  a ttend ing  the  luncheons (several years 
ago I  a ttended  on a regu la r basis u n t i l  my daytim e sche­
du le  p revented m y presence; at th a t tim e  they were he ld  
once a m onth ).

I t  was great to  see D AR S H A N  S IN G H , S.F. C ounc il o f 
D is tr ic t M erchants, and also a pleasure to  meet the  im ­
peccably dressed D A V ID  G O NZALES, a businessman 
and e n te rta in e r. He gave me his card — JA ZZ-M E X , th a t 
no ted  he s a vocalist 一  on the  Bebop swing style and 
shared th a t he was going to  produce a L A T IN -JA Z Z  Fes­
tiv a l next year.

* ♦ ♦
R ecently I  was on th e  scene a t the  new n ig h tc lu b , fo r ­

m e rly  E R N IE 4s, now  ca lled the  ESSEX C LU B located on 
the  edge o f the  fin a n c ia l d is tr ic t and N o rth  Beach, fo r  
th e  B A D D D D D E S T  S axophone  p la y e r  a ro u n d  
• • BR EN O  B R O W N ’S record release p a rty  ce lebra ting  
his new CD “ V is ions”  . 』 Q U IE T  STO RM  K IN P A ， 

T H A N G ’，c o -p ro d u c e d b y B ro w n a n d T O N Y S A lJ I^ D - 
E R S .H is m a n a g e rs o fc ry s ta lC ity P ro d u c t io n s ^ -M IL -  
T O N  JONES, R O D B IC K  “ R IC K ”  JONES. G. JONES and 
SO LO M O N , arranged fo r  the  p a rty  to  be he ld  in  the  
u p p e r room  o f  the  elegant restauran t. Guests en joy ing  
the  m usic and ru b b in g  elbows w ith  o th e r in v ite d  a rtis t ic  
guests, in c lu d e d . . .  N A T E  W E A T H E R S . . .  lo o k in g  lik e  
the  Pope in  a ll b lack and b lack  w ide  b rim * He to ld  me he 
was ta k in g  his SHOW  ON T H E  R O AD  (m eaning M onday 
n ig h t F o o tb a ll a t S to ryv ille  . . .  he fe l l  o u t early  on w ith  
the  owners); B re n o ^  U N C LE  E D  ^D O W N TO W N 99 
B R O W N . .  . he was d e fin tite ly  D O W N TO W N  in  suppo rt « 
o f h is nephew, jo in e d  by his daughter; K D IA ’s T O N Y A  
SELLERS and vocalist B R E N D A  V A U G H N ; M O N E Y  
BAN K S  and his w ife  VANESSA; vocalist B E V E R L Y  
W ATSO N  A N D  D Y N A M IC  FOUR^s handsome d ru m m e r 
man RON G A T L IN ; B reno9s fr ie n d  JE A N N E , and 
ba rbe r m usic ian K E N N A R D  who pe rfo rm s in  B re n o ^  
band p lay ing  Gongos.

Hey, BR E N O  is a lready w o rk in g  on his  next CD w hich  
I  hope w il l  be BEBO P s tra ig h t ahead ac tion  th a t w il l  
B LO W  Y O U R M IN D  cause the  b ro th e r is a C O LT R A N E  
ON T H E  RISE!!!!!!!!

G O L F IN G  A N D  B O X IN G  FANS W IL L  K N O W  
W H A T  I  M E A N  W H E N  I  S A Y . . .  T IG E R  W OODS 
G IM M E ，SOM E SKINS! M IK E  T Y S O N "  I  N E E D  
SOME M O O O O O O O N EY!!!!!

H E  Y ，IT S  N IC E  TO  B E  N IC E  A N D  T O  A L L  O F YO U  
O U T  T H E R E  … L O O K  F O R  M E  : .  I ，L L  B E  
T H E R E . . .
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Was the Picnic Ruined?
A leading black scholar recalls the bittersweet effects o f the civil 
rights movement on his tiny, segregated hometown

By JACK E. WHITE

W/KK/MB/KK/L a l b e r t  Mu r r a y , t h e  
I  black social critic , once 
■ wisecracked，“ Sure we 
I  got our troubles, but if  

white folks could be 
black fo r just one Satur- 
day night, they w ouldrft 
never want to be white 
folks no more:’ Henry 

Louis Gates Jr. does not go nearly that far 
in  Colored People (Knopf; 216 pages; 
$22), his memoir o f growing up in  a West 
Virginia m ill town during the 1950s and 
"60s. But his beguiling elegy 
for the exuberant society 
blacks created for them­
selves under the veil o f seg­
regation provides one expla- 
nation of why few African 
Americans, even if  they had 
the power to change, would 
choose to be anything else.

As the chairman of Har­
vard^ black-studies depart­
ment and the author of sever- 
al volumes of dense literary 
theory as well as countless 
op-ed pieces on racial issues,
Gates, 44, has become one 
of the nations most influen­
tia l intellectuals. In  Colored 
People he turns from scholar­
ship to autobiography and 
writes intimately about his 
childhood，his teenage re li­
gious fanaticism， a frustrated 
youth fu l romance w ith  a 
white g irl. S till, history is 
never distant from Gates’ 
mind. His coming of age co­
incided w ith one of Ameri­
ca's most tumultuous eras, as the civil 
rights movement propelled blacks from 
"the colored world of the fifties [to] a Ne­
gro world of the early sixties [to] the ad­
vent o f the black world of the later 
sixties:’

These upheavals were slow to arrive 
for the 356 colored people in  Gates’ 
hometown of Piedmont, nestled in  a 
sleepy hollow between the Allegheny 
Mountains and the Potomac River Val­
ley. At first folks simply watched the 
speeches and marches on television. 
When the effects of the c iv il rights move­
ment finally did come to the town in  the 
1960s, the impact was ambiguous. Blacks

welcomed expanded job opportunities 
and an end to hum iliating reminders of 
where—quite litera lly—they stood: they 
were now allowed to sit down in  white 
restaurants. But integration also meant 
that the nurturing institutions blacks had 
created to take the sting out o f segrega­
tion would become moribund.

Among these segregated but proud 
institutions was the elementary school 
where generations received the sort of 
rigorous education that inner-city blacks 
today can hardly imagine. Another was 
the separate-but-more-than-equal ^col­
ored p icn ic,w here blacks who worked

at the paper m ill gathered to dance, play 
bid whist and gorge themselves on soul 
food. Small wonder, as Gates writes, that 
for many of his parents’ generation，“ in ­
tegration was experienced as a loss …  
\^ io  in  his right m ind would want to go 
to the m ill picnic w ith the white folks 
when it  meant shutting the colored one 
down?” The black men and women of 
Piedmont never thought of themselves 
as second-class people despite their sec­
ond-class status. This society teemed 
w ith  role models of hard work, fam ily 
stability and excellence.

I f  properly admiring, however, Gates 
is not sanctimonious. He takes pleasure

in  descriomg his community^ eccen­
trics, like Mr. Charlie, who confided that 
"George Washington was Abraham jun- 
coln’s daddy，’’ among other facts that 
whites had supposedly w ithheld from 
blacks; and churchy Miss Sarah, who 
consulted w ith Jesus every day, getting 
“ fu ll reports on all the seraphim and 
cherubim:’ Gates irreverently addresses 
such matters as blacks’ fascination w ith 
their m ultitude of skm tones and their 
daily struggles to subdue their bushy 
hair. Even today，he writes, “ so many 
black people s till get their hair straight­
ened that ifs  a wonder we don't have a 
national holiday for Madame C.J. Walk­
er, who invented the process for straight­
ening k in l^  hair, rather than Dr. King^ 

The strongest character in  the book is 
Gates’ mother Pauline，who looked down 
on whites as uncouth, d irty people who 
tasted their food “ right out o f the pot.” 
Pauline’s long struggle to become the 
owner of a home reflected the com­

plicated, bittersweet conse­
quences of change. Just as 
her children were on the 
brink of buying the house of 
a white fam ily for whom 
Pauline had worked as a 
domestic, she began invent­
ing reasons to back away 
from the purchase. Bad­
gered by her son, she tear­
fu lly  dredged up b itte r 
memories of how the wnite 
fam ily had mistreated her, 
compelling her to work on 
holidays instead of spending 
them w ith her family, and 
leaving money lying around 
to see i f  she would steal it. 
Pauline’s children argued 
that she could exorcise those 
ghosts by making the house 
her own, and she relented. 
But as Gates acknowledges, 
“ I ’l l  never know if  we did the 
right thing by buying her 
that house or i f  our insis­
tence on vindicating her was 
somehow misguided:’

What sets Gates’ memoir apart from 
the harrowing, up-from-the-ghetto auto­
biographies that have appeared recently 
is its reminder that the black mainstream 
is not a tangle of pathology. Rather, he 
demonstrates, it  is the source of a strong 
and resilient culture that iias given the 
world such gifts as <ca Jessye Norman 
aria, a Muhammad A li shuffle, a Michael 
Jordan slam dunk，a Spike Lee movie， 
a Thurgood Marshall opinion，a Toni 
Morrison novel，James Brown’s Camel 
Walk:’ Add to the lis t Gates’ graceful， 
sparely w ritten memoir, which establish­
es that he has not only brains but also a 
whole lo t o f soul. ■

SOULFUL ROOTS: Gates’ memoir is a reminder that the black 
mainstream is the source of a proud and resilient culture
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By DAVID VAN BIEMA

h  m  arH EN  a  l it t l e  g ir l  i s  f q u r , h e r  
靈 ^ ^  層 father is God. He is the leader of 
■ ■ ■ ■  her private nation. Should he 

also happen to be a real-life 
■ 爾 leader，invited to stand before 

microphones and talk to great cheering 
crowds，that too would seem appropriate， 
consistent w ith his place in  her young uni­
verse. But what if  one day, while she is 
watching，he is blown from the aais by five 
thugs—a grotesque reversal o f the nature of 
things, a w iping out o f the sun? Can her 
sp irit survive it? Can she avoid being tw ist- 
ed by it? Gan it  be overcome?

Last week a federal prosecutor in  M in­
nesota suggested that it could not—that, in 
the words of one little  g irl’s father，chickens 
w ill come home to roost, that violence must 
beget violence, that the world is a tragedy

in  a continuous loop. Minneapolis U.S. At­
torney David Lillehaug charged on Thurs- 
day that Qubilah Shabazz, 34, had for seven 
months negotiated w ith a h it man for a 
murder and had in  fact moved to Minneso­
ta to make a down payment on the crime. 
Her alleged target: Louis Farrakhan, the 
b itte r rival o f her father Malcolm X，who 
was murdered in  1965.

It  was a seductive premise: the violence 
Malcolm saw as a tool of liberation had de­
generated into the internecine violence 
that killed him ，and now into a senseless 
blood teud. But by the weekend the case s 
lessons, and its prospects, looked less clear. 
The man expected to be the prosecutions 
key witness seemed to be more impeach­
able, at least on character, than anything 
yet seen at the O.J. Simpson tria l. And the 
state's allegations had achieved what the 
passage of years had failed to do—drawn

the Shabazz fam ily and Farrakhan into ap­
parent agreement on at least one belief: 
that the Federal Government so dislikes 
black activists that it  w ill pursue them reck­
lessly unto the second generation.

THE PROSECUTIONS CASE, SHOULD IT EVER 
reach tria l, w ill inevitably conjure up the 
carnage that took place at New York Citys 
Audubon Ballroom 30 years ago next 
month，as Malcolm X，former con man and 
th ie f who haa joined the Nation or Islam 
(n o i) while in  prison and become the fore­
most spokesman of its fiercely proud and 
racist party line，played out his final p o liti­
cal incarnation. After irevealing that his 
mentor，Elijah Muhammad，had fathered 
several illegitim ate cWldren，Malcolm had 
split w ith  the Nation. He had founded a 
splinter group，traveled to Mecca，adopted 
a more tolerant political philosoDhv (along
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w ith the name El-Hajj M alik El-Shabazz) 
and begun to believe he was marked for 
death—correctly so. One conspirator dis­
tracted ms bodyguards5 attention; another 
pulled a shotgun trigger，creating，in the 
words of w riter Marshall Frady? c<a perfect­
ly  circular seven-inch pattern of holes over 
his heart.”  For insurance，the killers shot 
him  again w ith the shotgun and pistols.

A ll this w ith in  yards of his pregnant 
wife and rour young daughters.

aTHEY NEVER ACTUALLY SAW WHAT HAP-
pened，”  Betty Shabazz told reporters of 
her children. At the firs t shot, she threw 
them under a chair ana herself on top of 
them. But her oldest daughter Attallah 
contradicted that in  interviews of her 
own: “ She’s yelling，cThat’s my husband 
they’re k illin g !’ And a kid  wants to look 
and see. Her husband means it's my fa­

ther. So I keep looking. I see the men. I see 
it.,? Qubilah, the second eldest, presum­
ably saw it  too.

Nor was she like ly to forget it. Betty 
Shabazz has said，“ My children were 
reared on a picture of Daddy. A lo t o f peo­
ple have Daddy at home. When they 
prayed that God bless them and every­
body， Daddy was part o f everything.”  Tlie 
mother h id her copies of the posthumous­
ly  published Autobiography o f Malcolm X 
because they showed his corpse, but A ttal­
lah says she and Qubilah found them. Far- 
eed Nu?man? a researcher w ith  the Ameri­
can Muslim Council in  Washington, says 
Qubilah “had the roughest time”  of all tlie  
Shabazz daughters coping w ith  the ir fa­
ther^ loss. Mary Ryan? a Shabazz neigh­
bor, agrees, adding "She was kind of a 
lonesome child，but friendly.”

She attended the U.N. International

Schoolin Manhattan，an academically rig ­
orous haven for the children of diplomats， 
wealthy Manhattanites and scholarship 
students. There she met a white boy 
named Michael Fitzpatrick, whom a con­
temporary recalls as "a w ild , w ild  Kia?? and 
who would pop up in  her life  later. A l­
though some of her sisters attained a mea­
sure of celebrity, Qubilah lived out o f the 
public eye. She had a child, now a teen­
ager, whom she named Malcolm. She 
lived several years in  France，reportedly 
working as a journalist.

And then，last October，she moved to 
an inner-city neighborhood in  Minneapo­
lis. The name next to her buzzer gave no 
h in t o f her paternity—it read simply q u b卜 

l a h . (“ Really a fabulous person，’’ says her 
build ing’s owner，Mansoor Alyeshmerni. 
“ Quiet and inte lligent，v.ery respectful.”） 
But according to U.S. Attorney/Lillehaug,
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she came to Minnesota w ith  a purpose, f b i  
audio- and videotapes，he claims，indicate 
that she made eighf phone calls in  July and 
August to a Minnesota resident contract­
ing the murder of Farrakhan and, upon ar­
rival, she made a down payment on the 
job. I f  convicted, she could receive 90 
years in  ja il and a $2.5 m illion  fine.

Why Farrakhan? Two months before 
Malcolm’s assassination，Farrakhan，now 
n o i 's head and the most influential ex­
trem ist voice in  black politics, wrote in  the 
Nation’s newspaper that “ the die is set and 
Malcolm shall not escape. Such a man is 
worthy of death." (Three men were jailed

after the murder, but no coherent explana­
tion of their culpability ever emerged, and 
most scholars now th ink two of them were 
innocent.) Farrakhan has always main­
tained his innocence of the deed and in  
fact has been apologetic for creating what 
he calls an atmosphere o f hatred. S till，he 
has been recorded condoning it: the docu- 
mentary Brot/ier M inister captures a 1993 
speech in  which，referring to Malcolm，he 
roars: "And i f  we dealt w ith  him  like a na­
tion deals w ith  a traitor, what the hell 
business is it  of yours?”

Betty Shabazz thought it  was her busi­
ness. A fam ily friend explains that she has 
always believed the Nation killed Malcolm, 
while the f b i  declined to interfere. Asked 
on a w n b c  television program whether 
Farrakhan was involved, she answered, 
“Yes. Nobody kept it  a secret I t  was a

badge of honor. Everybody talked about 
it.?, In  June, Farrakhan and Shabazz ap­
peared on the same stage at a leadership 
summit in  Baltimore; but they did not ex­
change words, and Shabazz?s remarks were 
noticeably cold. Asked recently whether 
she stood by her w n b c  statement, she re­
plied that she had not changed her position 
[on it] in  30 years.

Those, the prosecution may w ell sug­
gest, would be 30 years of indoctrination, 
during which a shy, impressionable four- 
year-old m ight plausibly turn into a 34- 
year-old fanatic. But “m ight”  is a key word， 
and the skeptics are many.

Their doubts quickly settled on the gov­
ernments informant. According to lawyers 
close to the defense, he is none other tiian 
Qubilah?s school friend Michael Fitzpat­
rick, whose life  since those days has fo l­
lowed a singular course. In  1977 the 17- 
year-old was arrested in  the bombing of a 
Soviet bookstore. Subsequently, according 
to court documents, he turned government 
informer and betrayed co-conspirators in  a 
second attempted bombing: the Associated 
Press quoted a former acquaintance as call­
ing him  “a setup artist.”  The government 
sent him  to Minneapolis as part o f the w it­
ness-protection program and assigned him  
a new name，under which he was arrested 
in  a cocaine bust. His hearing, as it hap­
pens, was scheduled, then postponed, the 
day before Shabazz’s murder-conspiracy 
arraignment. Shabazz's lawyer, Scott T il-

sen, has hinted that Fitzpatrick entrapped 
her in  order to re-establish credit w ith his 
understandably disenchanted federal pa­
trons. "She was an easy target," says Tilsen. 
" I f  your mother and father had been mur­
dered, and somebody came to you and en­
ticed—cajoled—you into discussing what 
happened，you’d listen，and it could be 
made to appear that you were in  a 
conspiracy.”

Betty Shabazz, who was in  Atlanta last 
weekend to help celebrate M artin Luther 
King Day, said, aIt is unfortunate that any­
one would do that to a young woman, and it 
says how quick they are and how they w ill 

do anything to get their political 
ends.”  James Turner，a Shabazz 
fam ily friend and national chair­
man of the Malcolm X Com­
memoration Commission, con- 
fides that Shabazz is “outraged” 
at the charges against her daugh­
ter. Another friend adds that she 
is concerned about possible re­
taliation by Farrakhan. But Far­
rakhan seems otherwise in ­
clined. A spokesperson for the 
M inister said on Thursday that 
"his heart goes out to the Sha­
bazz fam ily?,; another added that 
" it would be easy for conspira­
tors to entrap this troubled 
young woman:’

Both parties5 comments re­
flect dire suspicions based in 
sad history. For decades black 
radicals—and especially the Na­
tion—have appeared prone to 
paranoia; but events have re­
currently proved the ir fears 
founded. The f b i ?s claims about 
Qubilah Shabazz prom pt 
Turner to recall the ?60s and 
'70s, when "there was a w ell-or­
chestrated, h igh-priority pro­
gram operating from  the f b i  to 
destabilize black organizations 

that were involved in  the civil-rights 
movement and African-American libera­
tion struggle. This was to be done by plant­
ing agent provocateurs, providing false 
documents and sending bogus letters to 
the heads of various organizations that 
would sow the seeds of co n flic t. . .  in  or­
der to eflFectively destabilize them r

Still, it  is hard to imagine what good 
reason the government m ight have to 
frame a young woman w ith no national 
reputation as an activist，and whether or 
not she was entrapped into it? no public fig­
ure has yet suggested that she did not un- 
dertake to commit a horrible crime. In  ja il 
or free，her wounds，reopened，w ill be slow 
to heal. —Reported by Tresa Chambers and
Sharon E. Epperson/New York, Sylvester Monroe/ 
A tlanta, Elaine Shannon and Jack Ey W hite/ 
Washington and David Skarjune/M inneapolis
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J U S T I C E

Scenes from a 

Bad Marriage
The O.J. Simpson trial confronts the crucial legali^sue 
whether past abuse can be a prologue to murder
By RICHARD LACAYO

■  ■  MITH OPENING ARGUMENTS IN THE
■  A  ■  tria l of O.J. Simpson set to begin at

last, the biggest challenge for the 
■ 雪  prosecution isn’t the missing mur­

der weapon or the reliab ility o f d n a  evi- 
dence or the makeup of the jury. It ’s the de­
fendant’s smile. Whatever damage has 
been done in recent months to Simpsons 
image as the world’s most genial jock，it 
w ill s till be hard to make jurors put aside 
the old impressions of him. Unless they can 
imagine O.J. in  a murderous rage，it won’t 
matter even if  the state offers them d n a  
blood tests w ith his autograph on every 
drop.

That is why so much hinged upon last 
week's hearing to decide whether the ju ry  
should hear evidence that O.J. had beaten 
and threatened Nicole Brown Simpson 
from the earliest days of their acquaintance 
un til just before she and Ron Goldman 
were slashed to death. Based upon the 
physical evidence alone，lead prosecutor 
Marcia Clark can make a strong circum­
stantial case. But to persuade jurors to pic­
ture O.J. w ith a knife in  his hand, she may 
also need to present them w ith  some of the 
uglier scenes from the Simpson marriage.

There was no shortage of these in  the 85 
pages of court documents, many of them 
sworn statements by witnesses, that prose­
cutors presented to Judge Lance Ito. O.J. 
throwing Nicole against a w all，knocking 
her to a sidewalk，shattering her car w ind­
shield w ith a baseball bat， locking her in  a 
wine closet, drunkenly pushing her from 
their Rolls-Royce as it drifted through a 
parking lo t—one after another the alleged 
episodes unfolded. When violence wasn’t 
the major theme, it was hum iliation. In  one 
scene, O.J. taunted a pregnant Nicole as a 
“ fat pig”  and demanded that she abort their 
child.

Some of the most chilling accusations 
came from a witness who w ont be able to 
testify. In  November prosecutors opened 
Nicole?s safety-deposit box. Inside they 
found an arcnive detailing her abuse at 
O.J.’s hands，including a w ritten narrative 
that she drew up for her lawyer during the

couple’s 1992 divorce proceedings. In  it 
she describes being knocked around by 
Simpson as early as 1977. When she ac­
cused him that year of sleeping w ith anoth­
er woman, Nicole wrote, ccHe threw a fit? 
chased me，grabbed me，threw me into 
walls. In  a New York hotel room a few 
years later，she says，Simpson “beat me for

hours as I kept crawling for the door? and 
forced her to have sex while he went on 
smacking her. The box also held Polaroids 
that show Nicole’s face badly bruised，news 
clips about O.J.’s 1989 plea of no contest to 
charges of spousal abuse and three letters 
from him  asking her forgiveness.

To prove that Simpson was stalking his 
ex-wife，prosecutors also want the court to 
hear from neighbors who say they saw him 
peering through the windows of her condo. 
Just five aays before her murder, Nicole 
contacted a shelter for battered women. 
The d istrict attorney's office wants the rec­
ords o f her conversations there.

For now the ju ry  has heard none of this.

They spent the hearings sequestered in a 
Los Angeles hotel, their first taste of what 
may be months or isolation. Scrambling to 
contain the damage, defense lawyer John­
nie Cochran Jr. complained to reporters 
outside the courtroom about “a tabloid 
prosecution”  that took its cues from the 
best seller by Nicole?s friend Faye Resnick. 
One day later, prosecutors temporarily 
w ithdrew 18 of the 62 items, including N i­
cole's narrative, which the defense belit­
tled as the work of a woman marshaling her 
case in  a divorce dispute. Though that went 
far to make the prosecution’s presentation 
seem like a pitch to the headlines, Clark s 
team insists it was a response to Judge Ito’s 
request that prosecutors identify evidence 
they wished him  to rule on immediately.

In  deciding what to admit, Judge Ito 
w ill have to perform a particularly fine le­
gal operation. A centuries-old rule of An­
glo-American common law holds that ju - 
rors should not be told of a defendant’s past

show that the defendant was predisposed 
to commit the crime. Thus the judge in 
W illiam  Kennedy Smith's rape tria l refused 
to allow testimony from three young wom­
en who each claimed that Smith had as­
saulted them under sim ilar circumstances. 
“We fear that the ju ry  w ill not be as careful 
in  sitting the evidence if  they know that the 
accused has committed other crimes，” says 
Professor Stephen Gillers of New York 
University School of Law.

Prior crimes can be used, however, to 
show motive, intent or planning. More re-

WHEN YOU^RE SMILING: Huddling w ith  attorney Carl Douglas, the m ostly s ilen t Simpson s till 
has found ways to  communicate—mouthed w ords，grim aces and an upcoming book

behavior that is considered too inflamma­
tory for a ju ry  to handle. In  all states past 
crimes are inadmissable as evidence to
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cently the law has carved out a further ex­
ception for sexual assault, spousal murder 
and child molestation by bringing forward 
evidence that a pattern of past offenses in 
those areas is an especially good indicator 
of guilt. That reasoning exasperates some 
legal thinkers. “You can’t infer murder 
from abuse，’’ insists ColumDia University 
law professor George Fletcher. “ Homicide 
may im ply abuse，but abuse does not im ply 
homicide.”  A ll the same，the crime b ill that 
was recently passed by Congress allows 
prior behavior to be used as evidence in  t  
small number of sexual-assault and child- 
molestation cases tried in federal cour 
cases or cnild abuse that result in  dea 
new laws in  Minnesota, Tennessee and 
Washington admit evidence that the ac­
cused has abused children in  the past. M in­
nesota also allows incidents of domestic vi- 
olence to be brought into evidence against 
accused spouse killers.

In  many other states, appeals courts 
have issued rulings that have a sim ilar ef­
fect. One of those states is California. In  a 
198b spousal-murder case, People v. Zack, 
which could have serious im plications for 
Simpson, the California Supreme Court 
upheld the conviction o f a man accused of 
k illin g  his w ife, ru ling  that prosecutors 
could offer evidence that he had assault­
ed her repeatedly in  the past. In  the 
Simpson case，Deputy D istric t Attorney 
Scott Gordon to ld the court, "This m ur­
der took 17 years to com m it^

Simpsons lawyers fought back w ith  
the arguments that the Simpson marriage 
was no worse than most，and that even if  
acts of violence did occur，they were not 
comparable to the savagery o f the m ur­
der. Attorney Gerald Uelman even sug­
gested in  court that the m urder resem- 
bled a drug-related homicide, a scenario 
the defense team has been busily feeding 
to journalists for months. A t the end of 
the week the defense launched its coun­
teroffensive w ith  an adm issibility issue of 
its own: W ill the ju ry  be allowed to hear 
racist remarks allegedly made by Los An­
geles police detective Mark 云uhrman， 
one o f the officers who searched Simp­
son s house?

I f  a good part o f the abuse evidence is 
allowea m court, it  w ill increase the pres­
sure on Mmpson s lawyers to allow the ir 
client to testify on the stand. Next month 
L ittle ，Brown w ill publish O.J.’s response 
to the thousands o f letters he has received 
in  ja il, title d  I  Want to Tell You. Mean­
while, the star defendant has perfected a 
form  of silent communication，grimacing 
from  his seat at court statements that he 
doesn’t like or m outhing “ I didn’t do it.”  
And when something in  the courtroom 
goes his way，he smiles. —ReporteAby 
Elaine L a ffe rty  and James W illw er0t/Los Angeles 
and Andrea Sachs/New York^,
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Damage and Destruction
Ousted as head of the giant firm he founded, 
Maurice Saatchi comes back with a vengeance
By MICHAELS. SERRILL

VERYONE WHO HAS READ JOSEPHINE 
Hart?s best-selling novel Damage re­
members the opening lines: "Dam­
aged people are dangerous. They 

know ̂ iey can survive.”  Those words came 
to life  last week for Hart s husband, the 
British advertising mogul Maurice Saatchi. 
Wounded by his ouster last month as chair­
man of Saatchi & Saatchi, the agency he 
started in 1970, which grew to be one of the 
largest in  the world, Saatchi struck back 
hard. He announced he would start a rival 
advertising firm  that w ill probably sp irit 
away some of Saatchi &  Saatchi s biggest 
clients. To add to the retribution, at least 
seven of the London-based agency’s top ex­
ecutives resigned， w ith three saying they 
would jo in  their old boss’s new enterprise.

Saatcm s moves sent the advertising 
world into an uproar and Saatchi & Saatchi 
stocK into a nosedive; it  ended last week at 
102p on the London Stock Ex­
change, around 35% below its 
price in mid-December. Some 
analysts th ink that w ith its charis­
matic chairman gone， its execu- 
tive suite half empty and its client 
lis t endangered， Maurice’s 
original firm  could break up.

Saatchi & Saatchi c e o  
Charles Scott and his backers 
scrambled to put the best 
face on the setback. After 
three Saatchi loyalists, in­
cluding acting chairman 
Jeremy Sinclair, walked out 
early in the week, Scott is­
sued a statement saying 
that aif  the departure of Mr.
Saatcm is included, its  just 
four people out of 11，506•”

But Scott’s denial that the 
resignations injured the firm  
were later belied when Saatchi &
Saatcm filed suit in London High 
Court, charging a conspiracy to in ­
jure the company, demanding dam- 
ages，and seeking to enforce clauses 
in  the three departing managers’ 
employment contracts forbidding 
them to work for a competing firm  
for at least a year.
TRAVELING MAN: When M aurice 
le ft his old firm , Saatchi &
Saatchi stock plummeted

Feelings were b itte r on all sides, w ith 
Sinclair charging that “ the company is in 
the grip of people who do not understand 
the businessA  number of im portant c li­
ents agreed. By week’s end four major 
companies had pulled out or announced 
they were reviewing the ir accounts. The 
most im portant defector may be British 
Airways, whose $125 m illion  annual ad­
vertising spending earned Saatchi & Saat­
chi $9 m illion  in  profits last year. Other 
companies reconsidering the ir advertis­
ing deals include the candymaker Mars 
and the M irror media group. In  announc­
ing that he too was thinking of closing his 
account, Stanley Kalms, head of the B rit­
ish electronics retail chain Dixons, called 
the Saatcm affair one of the “worst exam­
ples of corporate governance”  he had ever 
seen.

In  the wake of the fiasco, fingers are be­
ing pointed at Chicago businessman David 
Herro, reportedly the company’s biggest 
stockholder, who engineered Saatchi s oust- 

er as chairman. Herro says he has become a 
ascapegoat?? in the affair, claiming he rep­
resented stockholders critical of Saatchi s 
administrative skills and worried about 

Saatchi & Saatchi’s wobbly bottom 
line. What he didn’t anticipate， 

of course, was that intense fe- 
alty to the ousted executive- 
born of his close personal 
ties to staff and clients— 
would lead to a mass exo­
dus. That same loyalty 
means, analysts say3 that 
when Saatchi launches his 
new company, the New 
Saatchi Agency，sched­
uled for May, the ven­

ture is likely to be in- 
stantly formidable. 
As for his old com­
pany, Maurice Saat­
chi is clearly look­
ing to dismantle it ，’’ 
said Karen Ficker，an 
advertising analyst 

for Wassersteiî Per- 
ella in New York City. In 

a business so dependent 
on the interplay of egos, a . 

wounded one can cause a lot | 
of damage. —Reported by |

Helen Gibson/London and Stacy Perman/ ! 
New York [-
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Corporations Invest In 
Midnight Basketball

By Rochelle Metcalfe

Nestle Beverage Company and the Gap, with 
headquarters in San Franciscp, are making a difference in 
their concern to become involved with the African American 
community and the Western Addition neighborhood through 
the San Francisco Midnight Basketball program, a 10 p；m. 
to 2 a.m. athletic league played at Ella Hill Hutch Community 
Center located in the Western Addition. Mandatory 
workshops are required in order to play in the game. 
Workshops start at 8:30 p.m. every Tuesday and Thursday 
nights. Topics include employment opportunities, job training, 
AIDS education, the criminal justice system, and cultural 
heritage.

The league targets young African-American men 
between 17 and 25 who are part of the lost generation. It 
was started on the East coast, and made it's West coast 
debut March 1992 in San Francisco's Western Addition 
neighborhood joining 41 other cities across the country. The 
program aims to reduce crime by providing youth with 
appealing, constructive alternatives.

Former し.A. Mayor Tom Bradley addressed a gathering 
of the Commonwealth Club in Palo Alto focusing his 
message on the economy and the し.A. riots. He encouraged 
corporations to ferret out ways to be more responsive to their 
communities to examine the way they recruit their work 
force, and not to assume that all urban minority youth have 
criminal records, drug habits, and trouble reading. He said 
there are plenty of kids who are bright, eager, and willing to 
learn, and need to be given an opportunity, and if a 
corporation is involved in their community, why not s^dopt one 
or more local schools and give kids a chance to see what 
they otherwise might never understand or experience? 
Teach them how to get a job, how to hold a job? and how to 
perform under those circumstances.

Nestle and the Gap my not have heard that message, 
but its one President Bill Clinton has been encouraging, and 
one they understand that it's the responsibility of the 
corporate, private sector to be responsible to their 
communities. Both the Gap and Nestle have given support in 
working to help steer young men away from street life and 
into education and employment programs.

Nestle donated $47,000 to the Midnight program. 
Phoenix "Suns" basketball player Cedric Ceballos attended 
the ceremony and press conference that announced the 
grant from Nestle at Ella Hill Hutch Community Center. Ken 
Bentley, Director for Community Affairs at Nestle USA, and 
author of the book "Men of Courage," invited Ceballos who 
grew up in the tough neighborhood of Compton, a notorious 
area in Los Angeles. Ceballos echoed his sentiments that 
programs like Midnight Basketball are important because 
they create new options for people who have no where else

THE STANDIFER LEGACY

President George Bush honors G. Van Standifer and the Midnight Basketball League

The Midnight Basketball League was founded and 
started by G. Van Standifer, (G stands for GET THEM 
OFF THE STREETS), in the  sum m er of 1986, in 
Glenarden, Maryland.

Mr. Standifer was the Town Manager of Glenarden 
when he founded the league. The league program was 
designed to curb an escalating crime rate and provide 
young men w ith  som eth ing  co ns tru c tive  to do on 
Tuesday and Thursday nights between the hours of 10 
p.m. and 2 a.m.

Mr. Standifer, while Town Manager, came up with 
the idea of Midnight Basketball. Studying police reports 
he noticed tha t crim e in G lenarden had increased 
significantly and that most of the increase came during 
certain months. Police logs indicated that most crimes 
occurred between 10 p.m. and 2 a.m. and they involved

Continued on page 4
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Succinctly p u t ,1993 was a very good year for our 
Midnight Basketball program emanating from a successful 
fundraising campaign attributable to our contributors.

We received contributors from nine foundations, two 
major corporations, one law firm, one private corporation, 
one civic/social organization, one bank, one national food 
chair and two private individuals and state department 
through the efforts of Speaker of the Assembly, Honorable 
Willie L. Brown Jr.

As a result of their generous contributions, we were 
able to implement two highly successful program cycles 
each consisting of 10 weeks in duration.

Programmatically, the primary accomplishment was 
the enhancement of our Employment Component 
augmented by the involvement and consiellation of 
resources of Nestle Beverage Company and the GAP, 
respectively. A total of 29 participants were placed in 
employment this year.

An added dimension which strengthen the 
comprehensiveness of our program is the DMV 
Component. Initiated by Captain Richard Cairns, 
Commanding Officer of Northern Station, the objectives are 
two fold:

1 .  Enable participants with outstanding tickets to pay 
a reduced fine and in lieu of paying the balance due to 
perform community service work.
2. Allow non-license drivers the opportunity to 
participate in classes designed to assist enrollees in 
successful completion of DMV Examination.
This component coupled with continuous interaction 

among police and participants aid greatly in their improved 
relations.

We believe, and hopefully our contributors can concur 
that their contributions are a worthwhile investment.

Thanks again. Happy Holidays^
\ 如 ト ゾ 6  ( X 也^ ^ / ^ ら>〇r 山 ^ ^

Sincerely,

LEFTY'S
CORNER

Pictured from left to right, Les Howard, Leonard "Lefty" Gordon, 
Robert Hector, Ken Schwartz, Larry Gray, Maurice "Cheeks" Johnson 
and Jimmy Driver.
Center Front, Howard Smith with the award.

WORDS FROM THE 
CHAIRMAN...

Midnight Basketball is a very 
innovative concept of combining 
the lure of the sport of Basketball, 
with the opportunity to provide a 
healthy edudational environment, 
to attempt to better the quality of 
life for it's participants.

I would like to extend my 
congratulations to those people 

who are trying to make a difference in the lives of those 
who are trying to change the direction of their lives.

Dealing with the realities, which we are faced with in 
today's world, the workshops which are provided, with this 
program are very instrumental in the success for the future.

Best of luck and continued success with this 
outstanding program.

AlAttles
Advisory Board Chairperson

Midnight Basketball Documentary 
Win An Emmy

On May 15,1993, Ken Schwartz, Cameraman from 
KRON's Channel 4, San Francisco and Midnight Basketball 
League Program was given ap award, by the northern 
California Emmy Award Association, for his camera work 
and documentation on Midnight Basketball League 
Program at the 日la Hill Hutch Community Center.
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MN B L P  N E W S
REGIONAL 
REPORT...
By Larry Gray 
Regional Coordinator

On February 24,
1993,12 noon, at Ella 
Hill Hutch Community 
Center, 1050 McAllister,
San Francisco, CA, 
history was made. The 
first Southwest Region 
meeting of Midnight Basketball League Program members 
were assembled for the sole purpose of 1 )coming together in 
unity, 2) to strengthen the region (bridge the gap between all 
the cities in the region), 3) program coordination, 4) to share 
ideas and problems, 5) team work, 6) networking and support 
for each 々 ther.

The consensus was that coming together to develop a 
regional program is paramount, with the reason being that 
cities working with this target population (17-25) have similar 
needs and some successes. Larry Thompson of East Palo 
Alto, California made the statement, "During the month of 
October 1992, while Midnight Basketball League Program 
was in operation there were no fatalities."

The group meets once a month in a different City. Each 
city will host a meeting. This load will not fall on any one city. 
Everyone will have a job^o do.

Member Cities are Denver, Colorado, San Francisco, 
Marin City, Pittsburgh, CA, East Palo Alto, Alameda, 
Oakland, San Jose, and San Diego, California.

MIDNIGHT BASKETBALL LEAGUE 
1994 Program Plan

1 .  Expand to 3 other geographical areas (Bayview 
Hunterspoint Sunnydale and Oceanview-Omi)

2. Develop Secondary Leadership Group
3. Plan and implement a tribute to the elderly during the 

months of February, May, November and December.
4. Implement a junior Component. (Henderson Program) A 

spin-off of Midnight Basketball League Program for youth 
13-16 years of ag©. This program deals with Youth 
Violence and Warring Gangs

A. Pilot
B. Expansion to 3 other geographical areas (Bayview- 

Hunters Point, Sunnydale and Oceanview-OMI)

5. Develop and implement NIA-lmani Program. (Womens 
Program 13-25 years of age.)

6. Develop an Afrocentric Education Component in 
conjuction with San Francisco City College and San 
Francisco State's Center for Applied Culture Studies.

7. Expand our Employment Preparation and Placement 
Component through involvement of corporations such as 
the GAP Inc., Nestle, etc.

LOCAL 
R E P O R T ...
Robert Hector 
Co-Commissioner

The San Francisco 
Midnight Basketball 
Program is committed to 
providing participants with 
opportunities for education 
and employment.

As part of the employment process, we have been working 
with various organizations and agencies to develop 
workshops focusing on resume writing, how to fill out 
employment applications, interviewing techniques and pre­
recorded interviews using video tapes. We have been 
working collaboratively with companies such as Nestle 
Beveraqe and the Gap. A number of program participants 
who completed the workshops were hired by these 
companies. The Midnight Basketball Program has also 
received assistance from the Mayor's Youth Employment 
Program. Needless to say, these were major 
accomplishments.

As a part of the educational component, we have 
developed a partnership with the San Francisco Unified 
School District, City College - Extended Opportunities 
Program and Service (E.O.P.S.) and San Francisco State 
University-Center for Applied Cultural Studies and 
Educational Achievement, Department of Education. The 
development of this partnership has given Midnight 
Basketball participants the opportunity to further their 
education.

The San Francisco Midnight Basketball staff and 
participants would like to thank these businesses, 
educational institutes and the Mayor's Office for their support 
of the program.

A. Projection of 50 permanent jobs.
B. Projection of 75 seasonal jobs.
C. Projection of 10 internship position.

8. Plan and implement a conference focusing on combating 
drugs and violence in our communities.

9，Conduct 3 seminars on improving relations between police 
and youth.

10. To conduct 3 inter-generational sessions between seniors 
and youth.

11. Develop a Council of 日ders for the Midnight Basketball 
League Program.



Continued from page 1
to turn. "It teaches the importance of education and job 
training while creating an outlet for youthful energy." He 
said. And that he was lucky enough to be able to use 
basketball to get an education at Ventura College and later 
at Cal State Fullerton, and upon graduation drafted by the 
Suns. "I support this program from the bottom of my heart!"

Bentley announced that Nestle will partner with the 
United Negro College Fund to provide one full scholarship 
per season to a member of Midnight Basketball.

In addition to underwriting the 1993-1994 season, 
Nestle's Human Resources Department created arr intern 
program for youth from the MNBLP program. Howard 
Smith and Anthony Johnson were hired to work at the 
Market Street office in entry-level positions for the summer. 
Smith left to further his education at San Francisco State 
where he's a senior and majoring in the Sociology for a BA 
degree. Johnson is still employed and doing well. Smith 
stated, "It was a positive experience. I learned a lot 
working with the company. It was nice".

The Gap Foundation donated $20,000 in a three year 
pledge for 1993-1995. The Gap has hired several 
participants of the program for seasonal employment in 
their San Francisco Bay area stores in a pilot program with 
日la Hill Hutch’s Employment corhponent of. the Midnight 
Basketball program that include young people who were 
participants in the city-wide program.

Larry Gray, Co-commissioner MNBLP, is optimistic 
about future plans to develop an internship program for a 
minimum of (10) MNBLP participants with the hope that the 
Gap could hire them permanently. "It would provide young 
adults with an awareness of employment opportunities to 
motivate them to continue their studies and pursue higher

MIDNIGHT EXPRESS
1050 M cA llister  S tr eet  
S an  F r ancisco , C a lifo r n ia  94115
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levels of education," Gray said.
The value of the program has been a positive one. 

Howard Smith also is a staff person at Ella Hill Hutch 
Community Center working in the tutorial program and 
trying to give the younger kids help and guidance about 
their future plans. He expressed his enthusiasm for the 
MNBLP "It has changed the neighborhood. It has been a 
very inspirational program as for us getting people to realize 
who they really are as people; getting people to take on 
more responsibility; have more respect for our elders. It 
changed a few people's attitude towards the neighborhood. 
It's been a positive program."

Standifer Legacy continued from page 1

a narrow age group; young people from 17 to 25.
Almost from the beginning, the program was a 

success, spreading first to outer communities in the 
Washington D.C. area and then nationwide, to cities 
such as; Chicago, Camden, Cleveland, Atlanta and 
San Francisco, Crime rates went down. Mandatory 
drug education workshops and vocational counseling 
sessions were added.

Mr. S tand ife r died Septem ber 1 7 ,1 9 9 2 . This 
remarkable man has bestowed a legaby of community 
service through the M idn ight Basketball League. It 
is the wish of the fam ily  tha t he be remembered 
through the continued growth and development of the 
M idnight Basketball League Program.



( f )
Criminalization of African Americans: 

、 The New Face of Racism
TONY MONTEIRO

Th e cr im in a liz a tio n  o f  A fr ica n  A m e rica n s  is  th e  |̂  iz a tio n  a re  in se p a ra b le  fro m  th e  b ro a d e r  re a litie s  o f 
n e w  fa c e  o f  r a c is m . I t s  s ta r k e s t  fo r m s  a r e  th e  s o c ia l  e x is te n c e  o f  A fr ic a n  A m e r ic a n  m a le s , 
d ir e c te d  to w a r d  A f r ic a n  A m e r ic a n  y o u n g  T h e ir  l iv e s  a re  ch a ra c te r iz e d  b y  o n e  c a ta s tro p h e  

m a l e s .  T h e v  a r e  v i c i i p i s  o f  e x t r e m e  l e v e l s  o f  a f te r  a n o th e r . T h e y  e x p e r ie n c e  h ig h e r  le v e ls  o f  
im p ris o n m e n t, p o lic e  v io le n c e  a n d  ih u r d e r T g ^ h  k ille r  d ise a se s  su ch  a s  ca n ce r , h y p e rte n s io n , h e a rt 
u n e m p o y m e n t,"H o m e le s s n e s s , i l l ite ra c y  a n d  d is - d is e a s e  a n d  A ID S . T h e y  h a v e  th e  s h o r t e s t  l i feimempioymeiu, umeiaしグ ciaiu u上。 w  ‘ 一 】-------— -̂------- ^
e a s e T H o r e lh a n  2すp S fe e n t  o f  th e ir i 肛 e e ith e r  in  / e x p e c ta n c ie s  o f  a n y  s in g le  s e c t io n  o f  th e  p o p u la -

prisoivon^olerpfoBation, or in some way under  ̂tion. They are the least educated segment of the 
tKel50ntrol oFtRe crinunal justice system ^fcT'

^ "A rrA frican  Amencan male Uvmgm tbaliSAis
lo u r  tim e s  m o re  lik e ly  to  b e  In  p riso n  th a n  a  B la ck  

~ ~ ica T 2 0〇v〇(
A m e rica n  m a les  
a n d  u n iv ers ities .

^ fo u _  _________________ .
m a le  liv in g  in  S o u th  A frica . — ,------------------

s a re  u T p riso n  th a n  a re  in  co lle g e s
___  5. O f  th e  o v e r  o n e  m illio n  U .S . c iti-

C ^ e n s  m ^ e a S i r a n d  s ta te  p riso n s , m o re  th^ n  4 5 p e r -  
c e n t a re  A fr ica n  A m e rica n  m a les . O f  th^f 14 ,625^ )00  ̂
A f r i c a n jE a l e s T i B i 7724  a r e  in  p rison ^  4tyr e v e r y  一 

TcTO^OOO A f r i c a n  A m e r ic a n  m a le s  3 ,1 0 9  a r e  in  
p r is o n . A fr ic a n  A m e r ic a n  m a le s  in  TK§ir tw e n tie s  
e x p e rie n ce  a n  im p riso n m e n t ra te  25  tim e s  th e  ra te  
fo r  th e  p o p u la tio n  m  g e n e r a l .ノーー. 一一

In  1 9 8 2 , A lfr e d  B lu m s te in  in d ic a te d  th a t  o n  
a n y  s i n g l e  d a y  o n e  in  t h i r t y - t h r e e  A f r i c a n
A m e ric a n  m a les w e re  in  a sta te  p r is o n ; fo r  th e  gen-

~ e r a l  p o p u la tio n  th e  ra te  w a s  o n e  in  e ig h t h u n d re d .3 
A fr ic a n  A m e r ic a n  m a le s  in  th e ir  tw e n t ie s  a re  16  
tim e s  m o re  lik e ly  to  b e  in  p riso n  o r  u n d e r  th e  co n ­
tro l o f  th e  cr im in a l ju s tice  sy s te m  th a n  w h ite  m a les  
o f  s im ila r  agg^ ノ

E ig h ty  p e rce n t o f  p riso n e rs  fa ll b e lo w  th e  g o v ­
e rn m e n t e sta b lish e d  p o v e rty  lin e . I r| J9 7 8 , 5 3  p e r- 
ce n t o f  A fr ic a fn S r ig llC S irp r is o fie rs  m a d e le s s  th a n  
$ 3 ,0 0 0  p e r  y e a r . In  1 9 8 3 _ th e  a v e r a g e  p r e - ^ jr e s t

w a s  a b o u t $ 4 ,0 0 0 . P riso n s  

in  th e  1980s b e ca m e  th e  n a t i o n ^ o o r E o u s e .
R acism  co n tin u e s  to  p la y  a la rg e  ro le  in  d e te r­

m in in g  w h o  is  a rres ted , im p r is o n e d , a n d  th e  sever-
i ty  o f  p u n is h m e n t . U s in g  d a ta  p r o v id e d  b y  th e  
N a tio n a l C r im e  S u rv e y , Je f fr e y  R e im a n  in d ic a te s  
th a t B la ck  m a les  a re  a rre s te d  4 5  p e rce n t m o re  fre - 
i ^ e n t l ^ l ^ T w h i t e  m a le s 4, e v e n  th o u g h  w h ite  
m ales co m m it th e  m a jo r ity  o f  a ssa u lts , b u rg la r ie s , 
j^ p e s  an d  m u rd ers. M a rg in a liz a tio n  a n d  crim in a l-

Tony Monteiro is a member of the National Committee of the 
Communist Party USA.
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e n tire  p o p u la tio n  an d  e x p e rie n ce  th e  h ig h e s t ra te s  
o f  p e r m a n e n t , u n e m p lo y m e n t. T h e s e  c o n d it io n s  
co n stitu te  s o c ia l co lo ssa l natu re^ can-
n o t  b e  u n d e r e s t im a te d . W h ile  ta r g e t in g  fo r  th e  
m o s t  v ic io u s  t r e a tm e n t  o n e  p a r t  o f  th e  A f r ic a n  
A m e rica n  p e o p le , i t  is  c lea r th a t th e  co n se q u e n ce s  
im p a ct o n  th e  e n tire  A fr ica n  A m e rica n  co m m u n ity . I

THE CRIMINALIZATION PROCESS ■ T h e s e  e x tr e m e  
le v e ls  o f  im p ris o n m e n t re p re s e n t th e  c r im in a liz a ­
tio n  o f  A ir ic a n  A m e rica n  m a les . T h is  p ro ce ss  is  a 
t h r e a t  to  th e ^ e n jir e  A f r i c a n  A m e r l ^ n  2e o ^ g .  
C r im in a l iz a t io n  is  a i ^ d e o l o g i ^ l/  p o l i t ic a l  a n d  
l e g a l  p r o c e s s .  In  i d e o l o g i c a l  t e r m s ,  i t  t a r g e t s  
A fr ic a n  A m e r ic a n  m a le s  a s  a  d a n g e r  t o ^ o c ie ty .
T h is  in v o lv e s  est呑b 辟 H ing  a s o c ia l^ e r c e p S ^  t t ia t
B la c k  m a le s  a re  in h e re n tly  p ro n e  to  v io le n ce  a n d  
crim e . D e fin in g  th e  A m e rica n  p o o r  a s  a n
u n d e rc la ss  p la y s  an  essen tia l ro le  in  s h a p in g  th is
i d e o l o g i c a l  s t a n c e .  A f r i c a n  A m e r ic a n  m a l e s ,  
a c c o r d in g  to  th e  u n d e r c la s s  c o n c e p t , te n d  to  b e  
sociaU y  a n d  cu ltu ra lly  p a th o lo g ic a l a n d  p a r t  o f  a  
c r im in a l s u b c u lh ir e ^ * ^ ^ " " ^

W h ile  n o t a s  sev ere , th e re  is  a lso  c r im in a liz a ­
tio n  o f  A frica n  A m erica n  w o m e n . It  o ccu rs  w ith in  
th e  co n te x t o f  c r im in a liz in g  p o v e rty  a n d  p re g n a n ­
c y . T h e  " w a r  a g a in s t^ d x u g s "  h a s  ta r g e te d  p o o r  
w o m e n  a d d ic ts .  T h e  c r im in a liz a t io n  o f  A lr ic a n  
A m e rica n  w o m e n  ta k e s  p la ce  w ith in  th is  co n tex t. 
L is a  M a h e r  p o in ts  o u t  th a t ,  u n d e r  th e  c o v e r  o f
f ig h tin g  d ru g s  a n d  " p r o te c t in g  th e  r ig h t s —o f  th e  
u n b o rn ,"  s o c a l le d  "c r a c k  p re g n a n c ie s "  h a v e  b e e n  
c r im in a liz e d .5 T h is , a s  fu n d in g  Ifor tre a tm e n t a n d  
p re n a ta l c a re  is  cu t. T hese' p re g n a n c ie s  a re  b e in g  
d efin e d  a s  ch ild  a b u se  a n d  ca u se  fo r  p ro secu tio n . 
N a tio n w id e , a t  le a s t 3 5  p ro se cu tio n s  a re  u n d e rw a y  
to  d a t e .6 M o r e o v e r ,  p o o r  w o m e n  w h o  b e c o m e  
p re g n a n t a re  v ie w e d  a s  cr im in a lly  irre sp o n sib le . In

POLITICAL AFFAIRS



some states those who refuse, sterilization or b irth  ^ |ie c is io n s . The m ost s ign ifican t o f these are the
C om prehensive  Crim e C ontro l A ct o f 1984, thecontrol are denied welfare assistance. ' 一1 一

The crim inalization of A frican American wom­
en is reflected in  the ir m arginalization and portray­
al by the m edia as sexually irresponsib le, d rug  
users and child  abusers. They are more like ly  than 
w hite women to be arrested and imprisoned. 0

THE PO LITICS OF CRIM INALIZATIO N ■ Since the 
1970s, U.S. politics has been profoundly shaped by 
the process o f crim inaUzation. The po litic ization o f 
street crim e was pa rt o f the so-called Southern 
strategy.7 The language o f crime (and o f figh ting  it) 
has become code language fo r a new  racism  
designed to  b lu n t the C iv il R ights m ovem ent. 
Conservative explanations o f the causes o f crim e 
are used to argue that Am can Americans are not 
"ready7’ fo r genuine equality.

^Get tough7/ policies include the death penalty, 
m andatory sentencing, lim ita tions o f parole and 
p roba tion , and unleashing po lice  vio lence and 
su rve illance  on A frica n  A m erican, L a tin o  and 

American corrununities. T lie  charge o f y/soft 
0:n crim e" Ras become as D olitically damaging to 
m a instream  p o litic ia n s  as be ing  ^so ft on the 
Russians/ Liberalism  is marked by indifference to 
the p ligh t o f its victim s.

George Bush’s 1988 dom estic program  was

= = む
Am erican male who, w h ile  on a prison fu rlough  
program , raped and m urdered a w h ite  worhan. 
Lee A tw a te r, C ha ir o f the Republican N a tiona l 
Committee, invented "W illie  H orton" as symbolic 
o f the qu in tessen tia l c r im in a l- a B lack m ale. 
A lth o u g h  the m a jo rity  o f such crim es against 
wom en are com m itted by w h ite  males, a Black 
male served the purpose o f m obilizing racist a tti­
tudes and generating fears based upon racism. ^

"W illie  H orton' became the metaphor fo r ev il 
and violence -  a tool to d istort the national debate 
011 racism and a ffirm ative  action and to hide the 
d ism a l reco rd  o f the Reagan-Busn A d m in ­
istrations. He became Bush s answer to the strug­
gle fo r racial eguality. In  this sense, A tw ater and 
the Republicans created "W illie  H orton" to be the 
personalized symbol o f A frican Americans, 如 \

CRIMINALIZATION'S LEGAL DIMENSIONS ■ This idee 
logical and po litica l superstructure is the founda-1 
tion  o f a vast body o f laws and Supreme C ourt]

Sentencing Reform A ct o f 1984, the Helms Amend­
ment o f 1988, and the Omnibus A nti-D rug Act o f 
1988. Tms le g is la tion  has expanded the ro le  o f 
police, FBI, prosecutors and other agencies o f force 
and coercion. A  large ne tw ork o f surve illance, 
wlucTi us今s the new technolojgies o f telecommuni- 
cations andf computers, nas been put in  place. The 
rights o f accused have been lim ited . Due process, 
the presum ption o t innocence, and the rig h t to a 
fa ir tria l have been severely undercut.

Th is represents a fundam enta l s h ift in  the 
focus o f federa l leg is la tion , as compared to the 
1960s. The legislative achievements o f that period

The Supreme C ourt m a jo rity was p ro -c iv il 
nghts. The major c iv il liberties ru ling  o f the 1960s 
was Miranda v A rizo n a ,1966, w h ich  upheld  the 
concept that an accused person should be protect- 
ea against selMncnm mation，〆'
^  Since 1974, the Supreme Court has moved to a 
lim ited  in terpreta tion  o f c iv il rights. Rather than 
dem onstra ting  the resu lts o f d isc rim in a tio n  as 
proof o f its existence, the court now insists that the 
intent to discrim inate be shown. This is obviously 
an im possible situation, w hich underm ines legal 
recourse to victim s o f discrim ination. This criterion 
^a s  theoretical basis
o f the  fiv e  a n ti- c iv il rig h ts  dec is ions o f the 
Supreme C ourt in  1989.° In  the end, the current 
court m ajority has rejected any argument that sug­
gests that racism is manifested in  results and the 
effects o f 一、 一

A t the same tim e, A frica n  A m erican males 
have been defined as beyond the bounds o f c iv il 
society and d v il rights. They are treated as crim i­
nals, irrespective o f whether they have committed 
a crim e or not. V io lations o f the ir c iv il rights are 
the rule, rather than the exception. The new body 
o f m m ina l law  and the enhanced authority given 
the police and prosecutors are predicated upon the 
presum ption that A frican Americans are inherent­
ly  prone to crim ina lity. The larger significance of 
this is that, by defin ing A frican American males as 
a physical threat to society, they are categorized as 

I enemies o f society
Diana Gordon refers to the new structures of

coercion that have emerged as a "justice jugger­
naut."9 In  1990, close to $70 b illio n  was spent on
the c rim in a l justice  system. O f the $14 b illio n
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in  1990  o n  k e e p in g  U .S . c itiz e n s  in  p riso n , $ 7  f l y ,  o ccu r  w h ile  p o w e rfu l e ffo rts  a re  s im u lta n e o u s- 
b ilU on w a s  sp e n t o n  k e e p in g  A frica n  A m e rica n s  ir f  f ly  b e in g  m a d e  to  o u tla w  s tr ik e s  a n d  r e s tr ic t  th e

iaiL W h ile  m o re  p e o p le  a re  in  p riso n  a n d  m o re  is  r ig h ts  o f  u n io n s, .
sp e n t to  a p p re h e n d , try  an d  k e ep  th e m  th e re , ^  C o n s id e ra b le  e v id e n ce  suggeste th a t th e

w e  h a v e  c o m e  v e ry  l it t le  d is ta n c e  in  s o lv in g  th e  
c r im e  p r o b le m . C r im i n o l o g i s t  J e f f r e y  R e im a n  
arg u es  th a t th e  fu n c tio n  o f th e se  v a s t s tru ctu res  o f 
re p re ssio n  is  n o t to  en d  cr im e  a t a ll.10 T h e y  serv e  to  
d efen d  th e  ca p ita lis t o rd er. M o re o v e r, th e  c r im in a l
i z a t i o n  o f  l a r g e  s e g m e n t s  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o i y

r 个當1 l a r g e

'w ars
o n  c r im e "  a n d  th e  "w a r ” g a in st d ru g s "  h a v e  v e ry

little  to  d o  w ith  fig h tin g  o ir n e . T h e ir  e ffe c t is  n o t to
fight critne, b u t th e  e x p a n sio n  o f

th e  in s tru m e n ts  o f  co e rc io n  a n d  co n tro l o v e r  so c i­
e ty . W h ile  e n o rm o u s  so c ia l re so u rce s  a re  a llo ca ted  
to  p o lice , p ro g ra m s o fb g n e f i t  to  th e w o r k in g ^ la s s , 

r  a jj j^ > e o p le s  o f  c〇r〇r (s u c h a s ^  m n d in g  to rb e c o m e s  a  ju s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  e x p e n d in g  l a r g e  tn e  p o o r  a風 ^ て ご “。一 ご 二 & ^  
re so u rces  in  th e  "w a rs  a g a in st c r im e "  an d  e x p a n d - sch o o ls , h o u g p g , h e a Q ^ e ,  a n d  o th -
in g  th e  p o lice , p riso n s  an d  a g e n c ie s  o f  re p re ssio n , e r  u n p o rta n t so c ia l p ro g ra jjis )  h a v e  b e e n  cu t. e
D ia n a  G o r d o n  fu r th e r  s u g g e s ts  th a t  th e  c r im in a l tw e n ty -y e a r g ro w th  o  — ~a c

h a v e  b e e n m ^ y e a r s  o f  d e c lin e  in  m e  s ta n d a rd  orju s tice  sy s te m  serv e s  to  co n tro l so c ia l p ro te s t an d
d T s s e n t^ th u s  t h r V a T e ^ c i v ^ h t e  l i v i n g  o f  th e  m a jo r i t y  o f  w o r k e r s  m id d le
in  g e n e ra l. ^  in c o m ^ p .^ p p le . M o re  A m e n < 5 n s

m aVp a r>〇liHra1 a n d  id e o lo c i-  th a n  e ve r in  h is to ry

2r s  a iu i  i iu u u jc  
a re  im p r is o n e d

T h e  d e c is io n  to  m a k e  a  p o litica l an d  id e o lo g i­
ca l issu e  o f  s tre e t c r im e  w e n t a lo n g  w ith  th e  d e c i­
s io n , m a d e  in  th e  w a k e  o f th e  W a te rg a te  s c a n a a l,
to  t u r n  a b l i n d  e y e  to  s o - c a l l e d  " w h i t e  c o l la r

crim es/ 7 W h ite  co lla r  c r im e s  a re  fo r  th e  m o st p a rt 
c o r p o ra te  c r im e s . T h e s e  a re  c r im e s  f lo w in g  fro m  
th e  e x p l o i t a t i o n  o f  l a b o r ,  r a c i s m  a n d  g e n d e r

th a n  e v e r  in  h isto ry ^

CRIMES OF THE RICH AND OF THE POOR ■ T h e  p ro b ­
le m  in  e s tim a tin g  cr im e  ra te s  is  th a t c r im e  d a ta  a re  
c o l le c te d  b y  tw o  s u r v e y s .  T h e  N a t io n a l  C r im e  
S u r v e y  in d ic a te s  th a t  th e  r a te  o f  v io le n t  crin\6 
d ec lin ed  b y  13 .6  p e rce n t b e tw e e n  1973  a n d  19 8 6 .12

T h e  N a tio n a l C r im e  S u rv e y  is  a  p h o n e  sa m p le  
J f  h o u se h o ld s  d o n e  e a ch  y e a r. O n  th e  o th e r  h a n d , 
th e  F B F s  U n ifo rm  C r im e  R e p o rt,13 co m p ile d  o n  th e

e m b e z z le m e n t  a n d  f r a u d , l ik e  th e  S a v in g s  a n d
L o a n  sca n d a l, tax  e v a s io n , an d  so  o n •了一  

THE SUPREME C O U R TS TA W  & ORDER, ■ T h e
B u rg e r  a n d  R e h n q u is t C o u r ts  h a v e  b e e n  o p e n ly  ---------- ----------------— -  ̂ .
- l a w  a n d  o r d e r -  c o u r ts . B u r g e r  c a m p a ig n e d  o n  b a s is  o f  r e p o r ts  o f  P ^ lcey " h〇 7  af
an d  o ff  th e  b e n c h  to  w e a k e n  th e  rig h ts  o f  accu se d  v e ry  d iffe re n t tre n d 〇 T h e  U C R  sh o w s th a t  ^ o le n t 
b y  re s tr ic tin g  th e ir  d u e  p ro ce ss  rig h ts . In  th e  e n d , c r im e s  h a v e  r is e n  29.7 p e rc e n t b e tw e e n  1977 a n d  
th is  h a s  m e a n t th a t th e  p o o r, an d  e sp e c ia lly  p e o p le  1986, (d o w n  17.1 p e rc e n t a c c o r d in g  ^  
o f  c o lo r , h a v e  fe w e r  r ig h ts  w h e n  a c c u s e d . T h e ir  A cco rd in g  to  th e  U C R  ra p e s  w e re  u p  27^6 p e rce n t, 
r ig h ts  to  a n  e q u a l an d  fa ir  tr ia l h a v e  b e e n  se v ere ly  r o b b e r ie s  in c r e a s e d  18 p e r c e n t , w h ile  b u r g la r ie s  
u n d e rm in e d  T h e  p o lic e  h a v e  b e e n  u n le a s h e d  o n  d e c lin e d  5 .3  p e rce n t. R e se a rch e rs  h a v e  a rg u ed  th a t 
th e  p o o r , A fr ica n  A m e rica n s  a n d  L a tin o s . B e h in d  lo c a l  p o lic e  a n d  th e  F B I h a v e  a  d ir e c t  ^ ^ r e s t  m
th e  fig  le a f  o f  th e  " r ig h ts  o f  v ic t im s ,” th e  c o u r ts

h av e  su p p o rte d  m a n d a to ry  se n te n c in g , p re v e n tiv e  
d e te n tio n , h o u s e  a rre s t a n d  th e  w id e s t u s e  o f  th e  

d e a th  p e n a lty
M o re o v e r, th e  an ti-c iv il r ig h ts  d ire c tio n  o f th e  

S u p re m e  C o u rt is  p a rt o f its  a n ti-la b o r th ru st. T h e

lU L：a l  CI.1.1W4 1.XIV. X ^  — -------- ------------

re p o rtin g  in cre a se s  in  cr im e , b e c a u se  o f  th e ir  in te r­
e s t in  in c re a se d  fu n d in g  -  s im ila r  to  th e  m ilita ry  
in d u str ia l co m p le x 's  e ffo rt to  m a in ta in  th e  p e rce p ­
tio n  o f  fo re ig n  m ilita ry  th re a ts  to  g u a ra n te e  la rg e  
C o n g re ssio n a l a llo ca tio n s  fo r  w e a p o n s .

M u c h  o f  th e  fe a r  o f  c r im e  is  s to k e d  b y  th ebupreme しourt is pan dJLUi-uiリwx ij■は “〜 ------------------ r .
b r e a k in g  o f  th e  a n d jh e i r  m e d ia  a n d  p s l i t i ^ a n s .  T h e  P e r c e P ^ n
u n io n  C P A T C C rr*U n io n  b y  th e  R e a g a n  A d m in -  a n ^ f h e  d a n g ers  o f  s tre e t c r im e  in  p a rticu la r , o fte n  

is tra tio n  in  th e  e a r ly  1 9 8 0 s , th e  a tta ck s  o n  TW A ^s g o  b e x o n d  ttie  reaU ty. T h is
flig h t a tte n d a n ts  u n io n , a n d  th e  c o u r t s  p ro -s c a b  |  an d  p o litica l in te re s ts  o f  th e  m S st re a c tio n a ry  seg  
d ecis io n s a re  p a rt o f  th is  d irec tio n . T h u s  th e  c r im i-1  m e n ts  o f  th e p o p u la t io n . , . , .
n a l iz a t io n  o f  A f r ic a n  A m e r ic a n  m a le s  a n d  th e  '  ^ T h e  p o o r a r e ^ f e t e d  as th e  sy m b o ls  o f  c n m e  
a ssau lt o n  th e  rig h ts  o f  A fr ica n  A m e rica n s  g e n e ra l- H o w e v e r ,  b a s e d  u p o n  t h e  U .S .  C h a m b e r  〇

_ —-
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Com m erce’s H andbook o f W hite C ollar C r im e ,1974' 
Je ffre y  R e im a n  e stim a te s  th a t in  1986  w h ite  co lla r

[ r a p e s  o n  c o l le g e  c a m p u s e s .  S h e  i n d ic a t e s  th a t  
m a n y  o f th e se  ra p e s  a re  r itu a lis t ic  g a n g  ra p e s , car-

c r im e  c o s t  s o c ie ty  m o re  th a n  $ 1 0 7  b illif lみ 14 T h is  | ried  o u t in  fra te rn ity  h o u ses  o r  in  a th le tic  d o rm ito " 

w as 6 0 0 0  tim e s  th e  to ta l a m o u n t tS 5 e n  in  a n  b a n k  
ro b b e rie s  in  19 8 6  a n d  n in e  tim e s  th e  to ta l a m o u n t 
s to le n  in  a l l  th e f ts  r e p o r te d  in  th e  F B I  U n ifo r m  
C r im e  R e p o r t  fo r  th a t  y e a r . W h e n  a d d e d  to  th e  
m a g n itu d e  o f  tax  e v a s io n  (b e tw e en  $ 2 1 6  a n d  $2 9 6  
b illio n  in  1986 ) th e  m a g n itu d e  o f  lo o t acq u ire d  b y  
c o r p o r a t e  th e f t  a n d  e m b e z z le m e n t  is  c o lo s s a l .
F u r th e rm o r e , th e  s u p e r -r ic h  a re  s e ld o m  a rre s te d  
fo r  th e ir  c r im e s ; a n d  i f  a r r e s te d , s e ld o m  tr ie d  m  
co u rt, se ld o m  co n v ic ted  an d  h a rd ly  e v e r  sen ten ced  
to  p r is o n . F o r  th e  m o st p a rt , th e  r ic h  a re  filtered j|  CRIME AND ECONOMIC DECLINE ■ T h e  s itu a tio n  o f

r ie s .10 S h e  w a s  u n a b le  to  u n c o v e r  a n y  e v id e n ce  o f 
p ro s e c u tio n s  fo r  th e s e  g a n g  ra p e s . W h ile  ra p e  is  
a m o n g  th e  m o st v io le n t o f  c r im in a l ac ts , m a les  o f 
b o u r g e o is 4 a m il ie s ,  a t  e l i te  u n iv e r s i t ie s  a re  n o t  

"HrreSfed o r  p ro s e c u te d  fo r  th is  b e h a v io r . U s u a lly  
u n iv e rs ity  a d m in is tra tio n s  an d  a lu m n i co n sp ire  to  
"p r o te ’c t "  th e s e  y o u th  fro m  th e  c r im in a l  ju s t ic e  
s y s t e m .  F o r  t h e  似 o r ,  a n d  e s p e c ia lT y  A f r i c a n  
A i?t? fican s, th e  s itu a tio n  is  th e  to ta l o p p o site . _____

o u t o f  th e  cr im in a l ju s tice  sy stem .
卜  V io le n ce  a ffe c ts  a ll cTasses an d  s tra ta  o f  so c ie ty . 

T h e  N a tio n a l C e n te r  fo r  H e a lth  S ta tis tic s  in d ica te d  
in  1 9 9 0  th a t  th e  U .S . w a s  th e  h o m ic id e  c a p ita l  o f  
th e  w o r ld .  D r . J a m e s  M e r c y , o F f h e  C e r v f ? f f o r  
D is ^ s e ^ o n tr o T , sa id  o f  th is  s itu a tio n , ''H o m ic id e  
is  a  R§SrfITproljlep\ in  th e  U nited"^it^tes. W e 're "'>〇 

im m e rs e d  i ir x f lb le n c e  h e re  tH a T lfs * e a s y  to  m is s  
that/"15 T h is  p ro b le m  o f  v io le n c e  is  in te n sifie d  b y  
th e  w id e  a v a ila b ility  o f  h a n d g u n s  an d  a u to m a tic  

• w e a p o n s .

c r im e  in  th e  A f r ic a n  A m e r ic a n , L a t in o , N a t iv e  
A m e r ic a n  In d ia n  an d  w o rk in g  c la ss*co m m u n itie s  
m u s f b e  a c fd T e s s e d . I n d e e d ,  th e  r i s e  in  c r im e  
a m o n g  th e  p o o re s t se g m e n ts  o f  th e  w o rk in g  由 ss 
is  a la rm in g . T h e  p rin c ip a l so u rce s  o f  th is  a re  la ck  
o f  o p p o r tu n ity  a n d  th e  h o r r ib le  r is e  in  p o v e r ty .

.e s tru ctu ra l c r is is  o_f ca p ita lism  an d  th e  p ro ce ss ­
es o7  re s tm c tu r in g  d u i ^ g  t h e "1970s a n 3  1 9 8 0 s , a re  
ce n tra l to - th e n is e  o f  p o v e rty , u n e m p lo y m e n t an d  
crim e . In  th is  p e rio d  th e  m ^ s t r i a l M s e o f t h e  IX S . 
effiW ^m y co n tra cte d . W ith  th is  c o n浮a ctio n  ca m e  a

广  C r im in a l b e h a v io r  is  w id esp rea d  a m o n g  w W te， g e n era l d e d in e  m  th e  l iv in g ^ 逆 o f  屯 え 迎 .
y o u th  fro m  u p p e r  m id d le  c la ss  an d  b o u rg e o is  ^ T -  w o rk in g -c la ss .19 A frica n，A in g jic a n s , h o w e v e r, w e re  
i lie s . A  s tu d y ^ o F T S ^ w R Ite -m a le s , a g e s  15 to  1 7 , m o st d e v a s ta te d , lo s in g  c lo se  to  30  p e rce n t o f th e  
fro m  d if fe re n t s o c ia T e c o n o m ic  s tra ta , fou nci th a t,
a lth o u g h  trie  y 〇m fffro ffn i| > p er-'ir ie t> iriiF 'fam iiies
w e re  5 5  p e rce n t o f  th e  g ro u p 7 tlie y  aam itted l to  67 
p e rc e n t o f  in s ta n c e s  o f  b re a k in g  a n ch e n te r in g , 
p e rc e n t o f  in s ta n c e s  o f  p ro p e r ty  d e s tru c tio n , a n d  
8 7  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  a r m e d  r o b b e r i e s .16 E u g e n e  
D o le sch a l an d  N o ra  K la p m u ts , co n c lu d e ,

\ 、 In support of recent studies ... the relationship between 
social status and delinquent behavior was weak except 
that higher status white boys were more delinquent

id u str ia tjo B s  th e y  p reW o u sly  held.^
\  T h e T ^ fr u c tu r in g  B T U .S . in d u stry , w a s  a t th e  

s a m e  t im e  a  d e i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  p r o c e s s .  A s  
B lu e s to n e  a n d  H a rr is o n  a rg u e ,20 th is  d e in d u str ia l-  
)lzation ca u se d  a  w id e n in g  in e q u a lity  o f  in co m e s . 
T h e  w o rk in g  c la ss  b e ca m e  p o o re r  a n a , in cre a s in g ­
ly , th e  p o o r b e ca m e  e v e n  p o o re r. A s  th e  re p o rt o f 
th e  E co n o m ic  P o licy  In s titu te , w ritten  b y  L a w re n ce  
M ish eT a n d  D av id  M .I r a n k e l  inH Icates/1 th e re  w as 
a  m a s s iv e  r e d is tr ib u t io n  o f  w e a lth  a n d  in c o m e s

___ _______________________ 厂 . . . i j l l l t w .  _____ 4___  fro m  th e  lo w e r  4 0  p e rce n t sh ifte d  to  th e  h ig h e s t 10
than lower status white boys. The greater seriousness of p e rce n t o f  th e  p o p u la tio n  d u rin g  th e  1980s. 
the higher status boys’ delinquent behavior stemmed T h e  d e i n d u s t r i a l i z a t i o n  p r o c e s s  o c c u r r e d  
from their committing proportionately more thefts, joy a lo n g sid e  th e  re lo ca tio n  o f th e  p ro d u ctiv e  fo r c g s o f  
riding, and (surprisingly) assaults.17 U .S . ca p ita lism . P la n ts  an d  fa c to ries  o n ce  lo c a te d m

i  u r b a n  a n d  c lo s e  to  u r b a n  a re a s  w e re  m o v e d  fa r  
Y e t  f iv e  t im e s  m o re  p o o r  a n d  w o rk in g  c l a s s | <B ^ 8 !f&  th e  re a ch  o f  th e  u rb a n  w o rk in g  c lass , in to

b o y s  a re  fo u n d  in  o ffic ia l re c o rd s  o f  a rre s ts  th a n  I  su b u rb s  o r  ru ra l a re a s . In  o th e r  ca s e s , p la n ts  an d

u p p e r  m id d le  c la ss  a n d  b o u rg e o is  y o u th . m a jo r  sec tio n s  o f  in d u stry  w e re  m o v e d  o u tsid e  the
B u rg la rie s , a ssa u lts , th e fts  a n d  d ru g  tra ffick in g  co u n try . R e stru ctu rin g  p ro d u ce d  a p ro fo u n d  c n s is

o ccu r w id e ly  a m o n g  th e  b o u rg eo is ie . M u ch  o f  th e  o f  a n d  p o v e r ty  a m o n g  A 担 £ a n

m o st v io le n t c r im in a l b e h a v io r  a m o n g  b o u r g e o is  lA m e n c a n s ,  L a tin o s , N a tiv e  A m e r ic a n s  a n d  la rg e
m a le s  is  s e ld o m  d e f in e d  a s  c r im in a l .  P r o fe s s o r  Is ^ ^ o r a jc S U ^ j^ o r k in g 三l a s s . つ^
P e g g y  R e e v e s  S a n d a y  h a s  s tu d ied  th e  e p id e m ic  o f  G h e t to s ,  r e s e r v a t io n s  a n d  b a r r io s  b e g a n  to
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♦resem ble " th ird  w o rld ”  na tions. E llio t C u rrie  
argued that the course o f U.S. economic develop­
m ent in  recent decades has rended com m unity 
bonds and accentuated economic processes which 
d isrupted the A frican  Am erican com m unity.22 In  
sociological terms, fam ily  bonds and com m unity 
so lidarity have been severely wounded.

CHANGED WORKINGCLASS COMPOSITION ■ Large 
m igrations o f A frican Americans from  the South, 
resulting from  the revolutions in  agricultura l pro­
duction, increased the number o f Blacks in  major 
industria l centers. A frican Americans became the

I

X

■ o f them), and deindustrialization has produced a 
f n™ ^ VisiQD 〇̂ 〇r. This is part o f ,  rn lW -

w gakelftlack-w tttfe  and Brown un ity, and^uffeder-
auto producers

play a special role here. As a ru le they bu ild  plants 
in  ru ra l areas, faj^em oved t o n  A frican Anjerican 
workers. This decision goes w e ll w itB  a n ti-A ^^an  
American statements made by leading of
frie^ jaj^Piese G ^ e m m e n t .  •

However, to these economic causes m ust be 
added the rise in  the ava ilab ility  and use o f h ighly 
add ictive  drugs, especially crack cocaine. D rug 

most h igh ly workingclass o f a ll n ^o ^ a litip s  and abuse is connected to ready ava ilab ility  o f drues 
e th n ic  g roups in  soc ie ty . The C iv il R igh t_  レ.， . ， - -
Movement in  the early part o f this century fought 
to open the doors o f in d us try  to A fric a n  Am er­
icans. The C iv il R ights M o v ^ e t tb i ^ 1 ^ 6 0 5  
added the demands fo r occupational upgrading 

•a n d  The urban rebellions of the
iy 〇Js^rS ianaeci the opening o f the auto, steel, 
aerospace and other basic industries tcT^\fricaft 
A m erican s.l<< l ^ |r m a t

But now , the m ovement from  agricu ltu re  to 
in d u s try  has been fundam enta lly  set back as a 
result o f the relocation o f the productive forces of 
U.S. capitalism. This restructuring and the concen- 
traSStf*0!rtl!8Jor productive forces in  m ilita ry  pro­
duction are at the heart o f the increase o f deep 
poverty in  the A frican American community. 
m ig S tic

and the social, economic and cu ltu ra l conditions 
which produce despair and hopelessness.

D u rin g  the R eagan-Buslf^?5rs the A ^ jra n  
American com m unity has been flooded w ith  crack 
cocaine. Theresas a 3,500 pefWFit increase in#the 
am d tn t of cocame coming in to  the nation during 
these years, from  1^872 kilograms in  1981 to 35,970 
kilograms in  1987. In  this same period the price per 
kilogram  went from  $40,000 to $20,000. Drug tra f­
ficking became a $160 b illio n  a year industry, most
o f i t  co n tro lle d  from  the U.S. The connections 
between the W hite H ^ ise , the C IA , banking and 
financia l c irc le s flff^ e a le rs ? 1物 糟 fa l A ^ lff^ a n  

M ic f^^E a s te ril^o u n te r-revo lu tion a rie s  and 
major drug producers are at the heart o f the inter- 

ノ —- て national drug trade. The in flu x  o f drugs is, there- 
:ions o f Puerto mc^ns, J a m a ic a , H aitians fore, inseparable from  U.S. foreign policy. In  this 

and other Carribeans to New Y o r^  Philadelpraa, sense it  is impossible to separate the in flu x  o f hero- 
Connecticut d !R m 〇rthem  Jersey, produced sim i- in  in  the 1960s and 70s from  the C IA ^ financing of 
la r asp ira tions and outcom es as in  the case o f I counter-revolutionaries in  Laos and Cambodia, as 
A» an A ^ e rica ns- The la rg e  m ig ra tio n s  o f \  it  is not possible to separate the massive flo w  o f 
MexIcWrU al\?PLther C en tra l A m ericans to  the cocaine fro m  the Reagan D o ctrin e  in  C en tra l 
Southwest and West, w hile  o f lo ^ -* l America. The so-called drug of choice o f U.S. c iti-
pa idag ricu ltu ra l and servic^W W kers, produced a I  zens is usually the available drug in  the region of
large Mexican American and Latino proletariat. A tf the w orld  where the U.S. m ilita ry  and the C IA  are i
the same tim e , there grew  b a rri^W fU ^d  w ith  the most a c tiv e .麵 * ^

)oor.unemployed and pc
Im m igrants from  Indochina, most fleeing the 

tragic outcome o f the U.S. aggression and its social 
and economic consequences, have increased the 
Asian and Pacific population to w e ll over six and

STREET DRUGS & BLACK MALE HOMICIDES ■ A t the 
street level the drug trade assumes an especially 
v io le n t form . I t  is w arfare usua lly  fough t over 
crum bs. Nonetheless, in  urban areas where the；i -ii-ik. 1 ^  ^  aiiw «M .xuuiu& . xM uiieuieiebb, m  u rD an  areas wnere tne

oneTtelf m illic ti. The v ^ t  m ajority o f Indochinese I economy has collapsed and job opportunities and
live  in  deep poverty and w ork in  sm all manufac-j 
turing  in d u S tf^ , service alfd agricuitaire.

A NEW RACIST DIVISION OF LABOR 
of restructuring, based upon sh ifting  the location 
of productive forces (m ilita riz ing  a significant part

T h e  p ro c e s s e s '!m , — 1 :'

education are a ll bu t non-existent, the trade in  
drugs becomes the mapPm9ff8Sle: activity. On the 
other hand, widespread addiction to crack, com­
bined w ith  profound m isery, poverty and unem­
ploym ent, leads to a liena tion, despair and v io - 
lence.-Drug addiction and the drug trade are the
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G e ttin g  C e n te re d
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Personally ,l ju st don't understand how Herb Caen can write as 
much as he does, and as well as he does, on a  daily basis. For me, the 
months seem to whip by, and as i f  by magic it's  time to present all, or 
some, o f  the news o f the Center.

Shortly before this is published we will have held another *'State o f 
the Center*5 meeting with representatives o f all the Center member 
groups. I obviously can*treport on the results Cfm writing this several 
weeks ago), but major agenda items include possible cooperative 
arrangements between groups, and future directions for the Center.

Now moving the other direction in time, I was one o f about 100 or 
so who saw the local production o f “Brigadista.” This was a well 
acted, energetic look at what happens to an earnest, progressive young 
woman from the U .S. when she goes on a coffee picking bngade to 
Nicaragua at the time o f the 1990 elections. It was funny, it was sad, 
and it raised questions about common assumptions made by the 
soliaanty movement. Its ending message was don't forget Nicaragua 
now, even i f  theFM LN  is no longer in power. I  doubt that ̂ Brigadista*5 
will be appearing soon at a theater near you, but i f  it does, go.

Speaking o f Nicaragua, Earl Herr posts weekly news pieces from 
Nicaragua and the rest o f  Central America that he has excerpted from 
PeaceNet. Come by and read the news

Thanks to a reader o f the P eace Press, Tom  Walsh o f Transworld 
Systems, we should be in possession o f a F A X  machine by the time 
you read this. Apparently Transworld makes a point o f  donating its 
usedequipmenttolocalnon-profits.Thankyou,TomandTransworld. 
Weestablish again thatan entirely public-supportedagency promoting 
peace and serial justice can get access to the same toys as the big girls 
and boys.

This reminds me o f how well our local movement presents itself to 
the public with the assistance o f  electronic tools. Look at the quality 
o f the P eace Press, the flyers for events, the postcards to send to 
legislators, and so on. The poison isn 't necessarily in the technology, 
but rather to what ends it is used.

Two o f the things I like most about the Peace &  Justice Center are 
tne impromptu cafe and produce market that occur from time to time. 
You don't know o f them? A s I said, impromptu. Mattie and Jack  
Rudinow are frequent (but not the only) suppliers o f  cucumbers, 
tomatoes, squash, etc. W e leave them on the table, folks take what they 
want, and even leave occasional small donations. The other aspect, the 
cafe, happens whenever two or more people bring a bag lunch. There 
is usually lively and humorous discussion around the bites o f cottage 
cheese and sandwich. Help the cafe to grow stop by at your lunch­
time and talk with friends.

This last month has seen the return o f Elizabeth M cD om ott as a 
regular volunteer on Fnday afternoons. Elizabeth is frequently ac­
companied by ho* lively daughter Loren, who helps when she can. A 
new volunteer is Andy M esches. Andy stoppedby several times while 
recovering from knee surgery, and has now joined us on a regular 
basis on Monday aftemcx)ns. I always feel humble and honored when 
people com e forward and offer their time.

M y time for this month is up, both on clock and page. See you next 
time.

And please keep sending boycott suggestions. Thanks.
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Racism:
outraged vi

C O U N T Y
FOCUS ON RACISM

D avid and Shirley Thatcher, with Lucy Forest, 
Shirley Johnston , and Sandy K aplan

AmajorestablishedBlackrights cwganizaticxi declined 
to take a stand (xi Clarence Thomas when he was nc»ni- 
nated, saying, *3ush has checkmated us.**

The effect o f Clarence Thomas* ccxifirmati(Mi as a 
Suprane Ctxnt Justice is clearly racist and sexist He will 
cement therigjitwing holdon thehigjiest exjurt in the land,

, flatly dismissing all allegations o f 
sexual harasssment He used~as scripted~the code 
worditlynching,M the ultimateobscenily ofBush strategy.

There w o e gross double standards in the hearings 
related to A nitaM ll's allegations. It w aspafectly accept­
able for the Republican manbers o f the Judiciary Com- 
mitlee to portray Anita Hill as a  scorned vwxnan, an 
unstable persem, a  ^ntasizo', a  tool o f evil left-wing 
oig^nizaticmssuchastfieNatiOTalQiganizaliOTofWana^ 
andeven,inSen. Simpson*strademaik sly manna*, to hint

effectively daiying equitable redress to wcmtiot and 
people o f color for decades.

Geoige Bush has no sin cae intaest in imixoving the 
HvesofAMcan-Americans.ThemainmotiveinncKTiiiTat- 
ing aright wingCT was to ccmsolidateright wing ccmtrol o f 
the naticxi, and to imply an interest in African-Amoicans 
in cwder to c^ tu re  their votes for Republican candidates.

Gecage Bush has opposed all honest ways to attract 
African-Americans to the Republican party. He vetoed 
the Civil Rights bill o f 1990 and threatMis to veto the 
watered-down 1991 bill. He vetoed extensk»i o f jobless 
benefits. BecauseofBushcuts in socialprograms,only 25 
percent o f eligible childrai are airolled in Head Start 
Instead o f supporting needed SCTvices, Bush fixed cxi a 
totally cynical ploy~the nomination o f Qarence Tho­
mas to the Supreme Court

He started out with two ugly lies: that Thomas was the 
best qualified, and that race had nothing to do with his 
selectioi. Bush knew that many white male senators—  
that's 98  out o f 100一-would be in hot wate* if  they voted 
against axifinnaticHi o f an African-American nominee. 
Southern Democrats need theBlack vote to stay in office.

Tragically for the A m aican people and the Constitu- 
tion^ush'sstrategysucceededbcyc^hiswildestdreams. 
Due to the early su刚 essiem o f Anita Hill’s allegations by 
the Judiciary Ccmimittee~~Danocrats and Rqxiblicans 
alike—  ri^iteously indignant insiders on C^ritol M il 
leaked the informatics to the media, givmg Qarence 
Thomas a  second chance to ^)pear on nad<xial TV .

All his ^jpearances were orchestrated by tiie Bush 
White House. He was coached to ̂ ) e a r  di^iified, con­
cerned, fair-minded, to brush aside questiems, to lie, to 
distance himself from virtually evaything he had previ­
ously written or spdeen about wi crucial questions. He 
mademi^hofhK humble beginnings,pesentinghimself 
as the Afirican-AmaicanHorado Algo*,anewrolemodel 
for young Afiican-Americans.

In his seaxid incamaticxi he pesented himself as the

.......♦参 ■■二---参j•■■•二 * ；—.

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_•_丄••丄••丄__I. A . .  i  ..  i  i  ..  i  •• A .,  i  ..  i  . . . . . . .  i  . . . . . . .  A . . . . . . .  A . .  A . . . . . . . . . . . .  A . .  A A •• A ..  A A A . .  i». .

not answer any qi 
nately,theaitiieJi

about her “sexual poclivities.” But itw asnotO K for the 
conmittee to questiai Clarence Thcnnas closely about 
h a-allegations or any other possibly damaging infoima- 
tiem. He set the boundaries bv announcing that he would 

^erany questi(Xis about his private life. Unfortu- 
aryQxnmitteepemiittedTlKMnas 

to appear as a wrcxiged Black man who cried' *foul! and 
was peimitted to get away unquestioned The Anita Ifill 
hearings gave the Bush administration an ample o^xir- 
tunity to sow doubt and cxxifusicm amcxig Black A m ai- 
cans. Many Aftican-Amaican males rallied to the cause 
o f C la r ic e  Thom as~a bemus for the Bush strategy o f 
divide and conqu^.

TTie Democrats cm the Judiciary CtMTimittee seemed 
paralyzed by. the Anita M il charges. To a  man they had 
neglected to address with equal— ot any—  passkxi the 
less anotionally charged problans Clarence Tliomas 
had presented—  his disavowal o f earliCT positions, his 
declaratioi that he tailored his philosc^hical position on 
affirmative action to suit the audiaice he was addressing, 
his story distorting his sister's life **on welfare,M his total 
refusal to reveal in any way how he wcxild vote as a 
Siqjreme Court Justice, his mesmmzing mediocrity. 
While wemighthavedisagreed with his stands, wecould 
at least acknowledge his htMiesty. He showed none.

H ie Bush plans are shown î > far >^iat they are, once 
more: The end justifies the means. Oppositiai to legiti- 
male social legislation, lies and distortions about the 
invasionofPanaina,grosspostiiiingandlyingandcover- 
ups about the Gulf W ar~ all justified as means to the 
aid~dcxninance o f American political life into the 
foreseeable future by rigjit-wing ideology. It is no coin- 
cidaice that the leadax o f that dishonorable anny o f the 
right are all white males~Rq>ublicans and Danocrats 
alike~~Bak^, Bush, B otoi, Danfarth, DeGxicini, Dole, 
Gramm,Hatch,Helms,JcAnston,Lugar,Nunn,Rudman, 
Sim psai, Specto*, Thurmond, W allq).

Are we going to let it succeed?

“What would 

happen if one 

woman told the 

truth about 

her life? 

The world 

would split 

open.” 

Muriel Rukeyser

Senator Alan 

Simpson (R-WY) 

referred in the 

hearings to 

“this sexual 

harassment 

crap.”



9 ,0 4 0 37 ,066 6 ,798 64 ,819
7 ,038 38,093 7 ,5 7 6 67 ,556
8 ,827 35,912 6 ,8 2 0 62 ,870

552 4 ,4 8 9 1,022 7 ,950

White 
African American 

Latino 
Other

Total 2 0 3 ， 195 6.60%

S O N O M A C O U N T Y P  E  A C E P  R E

In 1989, California 

returned more 

parole violators to 

prison than the 

other 49 states 

combined. During 

the past seven 

years, the Board 

has consistently 

revoked between 

97 and 98 percent 

of all cases 

reviewed, and the 

parolees do not 

even have the 

legal right to be 

represented in the 

proceedings by an 

attorney.

FOCUS ON RACISM

in the Justice System
S a M f K aplan

T heU .S . now holds the tragic distinction o f incarcer­
ating a greater share o f its population than any other 
nation on earth, recently surpassing the one million 
mark. The fastest growingprofession in theU .S. is that 
o f prison guard.

According to a  study done by the non-px)fltresearch 
organization,The SentencingPrqject, forevoy  100,000 
in population, 4 2 6  are incarcerated. South Africa ranks 
second, with a rate o f 333 per 100,000. The statistics fcr 
Blackmalesareevenmoreappalling: 3,109 per 100,000 
are incarcerated in the U .S ” compared to a  rate o f  729 
per 100,000 in South Africa. Our nation, purported to 
be a democracy, imnriscms more lhan four times the
percentage o f Blacks as ^jarlheid South Africa.

In California, the numbers are even more ominous. 
According to the National Center on Institutions and 
AltCTnatives, **As quickly as new prisons and ja ils  are 
being built, they are being filled; and this incarceration 
o f individuals absorbs monies which could be spent on 
preventativeprograms. During thedecadeof the 1980s 
California voters approved $6 .2  billion in bond issues 
for new prison construction, yet California's prisons 
are substantially more overcrowded today than they 
wCTe a decade ago...Filled to 180%  o f capacity, the 
California Department o f Corrections (CDC) is the 
most overcrowded prison system in the country...The 
majority o f those involved with the criminal justice 
system are young~betw een the ages o f 2 0  and 29—  
creating the probability o f a vicious cycle o f growth in 
prison populations and costs i f  alternative measures 
are not taken soon.”

A  breakdown o f  these 20-29  year olds by ethnicity 
sharply illustrates the racism o f the criminal justice 
system specifically, and the society generally. One o f 
every three B lack  males between 20-29  years old is 
under the control o f the criminal justice system. For 
Latinos, it is one o f  e v o y  eleven; for whites one of 
every nineteen; and for other ethnicities, one o f every 
29 . The accompanying chart provides additional sta­
tistical information regarding this group o f  men.

Exacerbating this untenable situation in California is 
the dismal situation regarding the Board o f Prison 
Terms (Parole Board). In 1989, California returned 
more parole violators to prison than the other 49  states 
combined. During the past seven years, the Board has 
consistently revoked between 97 and 98 percent o f all 
cases reviewed, and the parolees do not even have the 
legal right to be represented in the proceedings by an 
attorney. In 1989, nearly half o f the total inmates 
received at CD C institutions were technical parole 
violators, who had not committed a  new crime.

Concurrently, programs for inmates which could be 
useful in breaking the cycle have nearly vanished. 
Although it is estimated that over 80%  o f CDC prison­
ers have drug problems, less that 3 %  will receive drug- 
related therapy. Educational opportunities and job  
training have allbut disappeared. With unemployment 
rates sdky-high on the outside, chances o f parolees 
obtaining adequate employment are slim.

Clearly, without addressing these underlying issues 
o f racism and unemployment, the situation in Califor­
nia and throughout the United States will continue to 
deteriorate. This is a situation in dire need o f  revolu­
tionary change.

Sources: Two reports prepared by Center on Jux’snUe and Criminal Justice; Press Democrat Jan, 1991; Parade Magazine February 1991.

C R IM IN A L JU S T IC E  C O N T R O L RA TES  
M A L E S  IN C A LIFO R N IA  A G ES 2 0  - 29

CYA Prisons Jails Probation Parole
Criminal Justice 

Total Control Rate

%

)%
%

%

 

40
.20
40
50 

5.
33
9

 

3

2

 

7

 

2

 

5

3

 

3

 1
8 

3

 

8

 

5

 

7

1

3

 

0

 

1
 

n

 

1

M 

1

3

 

2

 

2

8

1

ダ

o

5

 

0

 

7

 

1

10/91 S 0 N O M A C O U N T Y
WAR TOYS

P  E  A C P R E S

Stop the Cycle of Violence
Eszter Freem an

I grew up with emotional vio­
lence in my family, and the result­
ing anger was present within me for 
most o f my life. I  played with squirt 
guns and I would have used a  toy 
machine gun to express my rage 
had my parents bought me one.

After years o f ther^jy and prac­
tice at life, I  came to peace with 
m yself in my mid-thirties. I  sepa­
rated m yself from my parents* 

hostility and un­

derstood violence with its many 
definitions. V iolence is much more 
than physical assault. V iolence is a 
silent parent who doesn't speak to 
a child for a  week. V iolence is 
speaking to a child as i f  she was a 
n(xi-person. V ioloice is stifling self- 
expression. Violence can be silent 
and insidious, passed from parent 
tochild.Theunresolvedchildgrows 
up to be society's decision-making 
adult whose national policies d aive 
from his own personal anger. V io­
lence is a child playing with war 
toys.

W hile assault guns are being 
banned in many cities, a parent can 

buy toy arsenals at K ay-Bee 
Toys in the Santa R osa 

Plaza and Toys-R -U s.
The guns and gre­

nades are realistic 
and there is no 

room for nego­
tiation, coop­

eration, or creative problem-solv- 
ing. G I Joe, MA  R eal American 
Hero,M is the role model for this 
exploitation.

The toys are patterned after real 
military hardware. The G I Jo e  
Brawler has cruising twin side mis­
sile launchers and a reactive armor 
panel. The Desert Shield .50 Cali­
ber M achine Gun has real sound 
and recoil action. G I Joe*s Septic 
Tankis an anti-environmental tank. 
G I Jo e  Electronic Battle Gear is 
equipped with image target goggles 
andasonic fighterpistol thatmakes 
eight electronic battle sounds.

Children who play with war toys 
are receiving mixed and confusing 
messages. For example, it is not 
O K  to hit scMneaie when you're an­
gry,yetit'sOKto^shoot^atsomaxie 
with a  toy gun. After all, it*s only fun 
and (xetend and no one gets hurt 
Pretoid was also when Desert Stcxm 
troops dropped bcxnbs c«  a ^celess 
peqjle in a feraway war. PretMid is 

seeing thousands o f fake 
m u r -  

(bs

aiTV.Ptetendisequating 
the military with peace.

Children needto resolve 
cxxiflict in a  creative non­
violent way. Positive self­
esteem  com es with 
developingpeaceful ways 
to solve problems. Qiil- 
dren need to learn to ex­
press anger in a jp rp ia le , 
helpfiil ways.

I am asking you to stqp 
the cycle o f violaice by 
not buying war toys for 
children. Write letters to 
Kay-Bee Toys and Toys- 
R-Usanddennandthatthey 
take war toys o ff their 
shelves. Help leaflet at 
these stwes. §end a letto* 
o f suRxxt to stores that 
don't carry war toys, and 
whoi ycxi shop there, tell 
them you're therebecause 
o f thatrcascxi.

Please call to volunteCT 
to leaflet and get a sample 
letter: Eszter Freeman, 
8 2 3 -9 2 0 3 , or Sudie 
Llaneza, 545-8426.

W e want Kay-Bee and 
Toys-R-Usto disarm their 
war toy section just is 
Presidait Bush is reduc­
ing nuclear we^xms!

You can make a differ- 
ence in stepping perscmal 
violence and thus chang­
ing our sex^iety.

H arm on y
Farm
Supply

3 2 4 4  G ravenstein  Hwy No. 
Sebastop ol, (707) 823-9125  

Drought tolerant nursery stock 
Drip irrigation experts

Cotati Co-op
O rganic Produce 

B u lk Foods 
N a tu ra l Foods 

Low P rices
8250 Old Redwood Hwv. 7 95 -2790

HIGH QUALITY • LOW PRICES

 ̂  ̂ \ \  ̂  ̂  ̂ \ a \ \ ^
CUSTOM IMPRINTED SPORTSWEAR 

Hwy 101 & 116 West • Cotati
792 -2722
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Political Correctness
Jason Rabinowitz

ぐ，̂ i g s な <

TheUniversilyofMichiganclassof *91 thatmarchedin 
to hear commencement sp eak s George Bush address 
the “assault on freedom” was subjected to a  fiigJitMiing， 
cxninous speech (*TiystaicalM was the A/ew York Times' 
wond) in which the president declared that lhe real threat 
to ̂ ucalicxi. today is the noticn o f **^olitical conectiiessM. 
奶 以 ’て! TiiSipo㈣  i h e s ^ ，‘細 ！̂ s〇招 J^juiclicesw ^. 
：：new one$L lb declares c^dns^opi^i q T̂ c^lam :: 

卿 紐 ％ ! ^  ev遂  cdtain;;|e^fenis • レ:
speech signaled ofi&cial White House-suiyoit 

for a  new and dangerous movemait that has b ea i taking 
sh^)e in academia for scxne time, recently spawning a 
group called the Naticmal Asscx^iatiai o f Scholars. The 

.NAS is an organization o f professors, founded 
in the name o f protecting “academic free­

dom” against the bogey called 
Apolitical correctness,M a sup­
posedly totalitarianatmosphere 
on the campuses in which one 
may no longer make racist 

statements in the classroom with impunity, in which 
European history cannot be presented as ^world his­
tory/* in which campus rules ban racist, sexist and

R,

iff

丨㈣

_
i編 '

itie Closing of tfie American Mind

homophobic speech and acts. The NAS consida*s 
these developments, which most see as a step forward 
for civility and educaticmalquality,as examples of^intol- 
aance.’’Weallshouldbealannedattheriseofint〇laance 
in our land,*' Bush said. But the **intolCTanceM that is 
alanning to Bush is not necessarily that which alarms 
students and otfaois am caned  about the state o f educa- 
ticxi. The real“in|olCTance’’ (and that word is too weak to 
adequaytelv des3sbe th^ realitv) the shocking rise; in 
iacideitts$0f  ：iad st vic>l^)@b：.：̂i»d 
p&blici2ed5 son^ ndti+KMi the c a m p u s .  I t ： is  th i  
appearanceof neo-Nazi and white supremacist groups, 
opaily  organizing at some schools. It is the curriculum 
at most colleges, in which ^Western Civilization** is 
required, but studies o f  Asian, African and Latin 
American cultures, B lack  and Native American his­
tory and women's studies, are left o u t It is in the 
plummeting numbers o f African-American andLatino 
students, due to nsing costs and a  racist atmosphere 
that makes the pursuit o f  education difficult and even 
dangerous.

The atmosphere o f  “intolerance” is such that (me in 
four college w cm ai survive i^ )e or attempted raoe. 
Attacks on gay students, vabal and frfiysical, are q »- 
d^nic. This is the real întolCTance** plaguing our cam­

puses, but tnis does not concern 
our president. In fa c t, he 
brushes o ff  such phenomena 
as ^debris** from past oppres­
sion.

This speech, and the whole 
“anti-P.C.” movement, are a 
direct attack on gains thathave 
been achieved, in particular 
multi-cultural education and 
campus anti-bias rules that are 
beginning tobeimplementedin 
many places. The argum^its 
made against these reforms are 
that they amount to a iesbicti(xi 
〇r*fieed an .MThisideaisraflier 
influ^itial amcxig studcaits, and 
therefore desaves stxne explo- 
ratioa

It is ai^ued that to reform the 
curriculum to be more inclusive 
is a  restriction o f “acadonic 
freedwn^becauseitdirectswhat 
feculty must teach. Butthoiehas 
always been a curriculum, it*s 
ju st that it has been racist in

i〇ygi S O N O M A C O U N T Y P E A C E P R E S S
FO C U S ON RACISM

The Conne
Shirley Thatcher

I(xx)〇cani 
ocialed P

News stm es are appearing with dismaying frequ^cy 
aboutlhe“skinheads，’’ neoNazisgangsmeastemGCT- 
many which beat and firebomb foieign^s living there. 
Theiaceriotsareasymboloftheragebeingvoitedtowaid 
foreigners throu^iout the natioi, including western Ger­
many. H ie victims include Mozambican, Vietnamese 

rcsidaits.
Press reports that the situation not only 

highlights the serial woes in eastan Germany, but also 
has set o ff debate o v ^  the millions o f refugees trying to 
inrniigratetoWesternEurc5)e.GaTiianQiancellOTHdmut 
Kdil*s cemservative govOTimait pointed to the trouble 
<cas a sign that Gom any must ti^ ila i its libo^l asylum 
laws to slm i the flood** Others say agitating for a  r^duc- 
ticMiinrefugees**onlyencouragesri^itist attacks and does 
iK)t deal with the fundamental lack o f tolはance in former 
East Germany. uOur young pecjple neva- learned toler­
ance,M says the Rev. R e d a ick  Vogel o f a  Luthoan 
Church near Berlin. **But theie is no other soluticm (than 
moving the foreigners). It is not safe here.**

N o t  a  N o n  S e q u i t u r

£X)vct story in a recait iss 
rld R q xat,i

'， isue o f Response^ the
Wiesenthal CentCT World R q x at, tells about same 140 
anti-semitic compute* games circulating in Gam any, 
Austria, and Holland- One o f the games, **KZ Manager,M 
invites the player to ‘*1113113 ’̂’ a caicentration camp. To 
getapiXMnotitMi and win the game, the playCT gains credit 
forkillingandtorturingpris(xiersandsellingg〇ldfillings.

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

character. Conservative professors protest that the 
WestOTi“classdcs”are“univ©rsal.’’Ofcourse they are, but 
so are the works o f the great thinkers o f Africa^ Asia and 
Latin America^ a  fact to which some， blinded by racism, 
areindifferent MtwaspCTmissibletoimposetheprevious 
curriculum, why is it now in ccMitradicticMi to uacadanic 
freedran” to amend it?

It is said that codes o f studentcxxiductixdiibiting **hate 
speech** or imposing penalties on violent acts cxxnmitted 
because o f <4bias,M curb free speech and violate the First 
Am^idm^iL But thexe arc strong legal and m(xal justifi- 
catiOTS for such rules. No “freedom” is absolute. Tlie law 
recognizes canpeting fireedoms, and sedcs to balance 
them, curbing cme person's fireedon w ten it impinges o i  
that o f a n o to . There are many such restrictions on fiee 
speech. It is illegal to libel or slander another p^son, in 
other wends to hurt their reputati(xi by spreading false

H ie Colter has id»itified German neo-Nazis as die 
sourceforlhesehomecanputergames. Onecites^Adolf 
Hider Software Ltd.*' as origin, and anoth^ is called
lhe “Anti-Turk Test*’’ saying was made in Buchoiwald 
by ‘HMct &  Hess.”

The games aim to influ^iceyoutfis through technology 
with which their parents are largely un&rniliar. Distribu- 
tkxi has be^i by electnxiic mail, unda,-the-counta' sales, 
woid-of-mouth, and deceptive packing cm store shelves.

H ie videogames areclearlybased(mtheHolocaiist,but 
oft^isubstituteTmks,many ofwhomate 'guestworicos1 
in Germany, for Jews. All games make anti-smiitic 
xefenaices; they include such choices as not to buy fincxn 
Jews, to votefortheNazi party, selecting the nam eofbu r 
Fudver,” selectingametiiod to kill Jews, andmuch more 
Based (m the points accrued, the playo* is assignedarank: 
Aryan, half-Aryan, etc. The half-Aryan must prove his 
wcRth by killing arnnunists; another rank is cxily good 
部 oug|i to dean the streets and toilets o f German soldi沈s; 
tneJewreceivesgas. Onegame talks o f“glorious” places 
in the history o f the Gom an empire, like Auschwitz. 
O th ^ v ari^ o is  include woddng in the so^)&ctory and 
burning in the ovens. The game aids to the music o f the 
anthmi o f Nazi G«m any, and the in&mous quote, *'Jews 
are our mMortune.”

Marvin Hier.deanof the Wiesenthal Catiter, warned the 
games aie being translated and could scxxi arrive in the 
U.S. Sources at lhe U.S. Custcxns Dqportment indicated 
that stq)s w o e being takai to bar the wholesale import o f 
such games to the U.S.

Sources include S. F. Chronicle, 9125191

information. It is illegal to aidanga* othras with (xie's 
speech, for example, to shout “fire” in a  crowded movie 
theater.

Racist speech is both sland^xxis and hurtfuL It is 
directly threatening, and creates an atmosph^e in which 
peopleofcolorcannotexCTcisethdrrigJitsfreely.Butthis 
attack (xi the fieedom o f millions does not exmeem these 
reactionaries hiding bdhind the {rfiony “free speech” 
bonn^-. What c a m n s  than is lhe ^ri^its" o f  bigots to 
carry exit such crimes. **Free speech'* is a cynical 
sm d cesam i,a  delib^ate distorticMi intraided to ccxiAise 
and to shift the debate away from the substance o f  their 
agoida, which is to reinforce racism and sexism <xi 
today,scampuses.Wemustredoubleoureffortslod€faid 
and expand the gains that have been made.

Excerpted, from  Dynamic, SeptlOct. 1991

News stories are 

appearing with 

dismaying frequency 

about the 

''skinheads/' neo- 

Nazis gangs in 

eastern Germany 

which beat and 

firebomb foreigners 

living there.
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Fighting White Supremacy
in Progressive Movements

Sharon Martinas

Last April six thousand people marched in Los Angeles to protest police brutality 
after the videoed beating o f Rodney King. M ost o f the marchers were African- 
American. In January, twenty thousand Los Angelans haddemonstratedagainst the 
war in Iraq. M ost o f those marchers were white. Since both demonstrations were 
protesting government tarorism  against peoples o f  color, why didn't the white 
progressives also hit the streets in April?

The answer, I  think, is that is no political immuni-
zad(xipix)t^tingEuropeanAmericanivQgressivesagainst 
the virus o f while supremacy that has infected our world 
for at least the past five hundred years.

When I use the term “white sup^nacy,” I mean an 
historically based instituticmally perpetu^esd, system of 
e?q)loitati(m and q^pressicxi o f continents, nadcxis and 
peoples o f color, by white peqjles and natims o f the 
Einxpeanc(xilinent,forthepurposeof establishing,main- 
taining and defending a  system of wealth, powo* and 
pivilege.

White supremacy is the linchpin o f imperialism, the 
system whose injustices all our movements are fighting. 
Because it is so central, we can't treat white sip em acy  as 
just another issue, to add to our list ofdanands if  it won't 
alienate important ccxistitu^icies. There's no neutrality 
here. Either we*re actively fighting white supremacy or, 
by our silence, we*re siq^orting i t  

But, how can we begin to fi^ it it effectively? One way 
istousethisperiodoforganizingforthefivehundredyears 
o f resistance to examine (Mie legacy o f U.S. history which 
might suggest directicMis appropnat& to the struggle.

Legacy: The tjS入 is a Nation 
Bom of the Holocausts

there is no 

political 

immunization 

protecting 

European 

American 

progressives 

against the virus 

of white 

supremacy that 

has infected our 

world for at least 

the past five 

hundred years. C^)italism came into the world drilling with blood. 
F ra n  the 15th to the 19th centuries, Europeans built their 
cities, natiwi-states, businesses and bank accxxmts on the

.■ ： r V  Vr：，A ^  f  ■
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gold, silver andiand o f the indigenous Americans, and on 
the dave trade and enslaven^nt o f Africans. In the 
process, Europeans slaughtered fixMTi sixty to a hundred 
millicxi Native Am aicans and a hundred Afri­
cans.

Out o f these holocausts cametheUnited States, the first 
Eurq)ean naticxi and the first c^iitalist system created 
from  scratch fixxn the theft o f land o f the Native A m ai- 
cans and the enslaved labor o f AMcans. The Eurx^ean 
Am aican colcxiists used the riches amassed fix)m the 
stol^i land and the ^slaved labor to fiind their war of 
indq^idence against Britain and to c^)^i up their new 
nation state to millions o f  Europeans who came seeking 
life, libaty and the pursuit o f h a rn e s s .

This history teaches us two lessons. First, Am aican 
capitalism was created a i  a foundationi o f subjugaticm of 
nations and continents o f peoples o f coIot. E craon ic 
exploilaticwi and naticxial qp*ession are twin peas in the 
pod o f the c^jitalist system.

Seaxid, tte  subjugation o f peoples o f color is the 
m ateialbasisof whiteorEuropean supremacy in theU.S. 
The lives o f poorandworidngclassEurx^ean Americans 
weie wretched because c^ritalist exploitation is ruthless, 
r&gardless skin color or naticxial origin. But the &ct 
remains thatforfivehundredyears the dreams o f fieedom 
o f m illiais o f European immigrants have been realized 
cxily through themgjitmareof dominaticm o f every Native 
A m aican and African.

Ourpoliticaidonandsmustieflect this history,if we arc 
evo* to challenge the fundamental structmes o f injustice in 
this country. Every donand for ecOTomic justice mustbe 
paired with a  demand to rectify the injustice o f white 
supremacy. For example, when we demand more rrK)ney 
for our schools, we must also demand that every school 
provide education reflecting the true histories and contri­
butions o f peoples o f color. When we tell the U.S. to stq) 
funding destructive wars overseas, we diould demand 
thatthemcxieybeusedtorebuildHarlemorHuntaisPoint 
for the people who live there.

I f  we ccxitinue to focus o ily  on the eccmanic injustices 
o f c^jitalism, or we use vague terms like human 
needs/5 instead o f demanding reparations for the special 
injustices againstpeoplesofcolor, we will, by our sil«ice, 
be ctxnplicit in si^porting the institutions o f white su- 
{wemacy.

For a complete copy this paper, which contains four 
legacies, send SASE to the author, 244016th St. #275, San 

Francisco CA 94103.
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Laura Larque

On October 12,1992, two major evaits will be taking 
place simultaneously. The first will be the Western cel- 
ehi^onofthefivehundredthanniversaryoflhe^discovery 
o f A m o ica” European countries， the United Stales and 
some Latin American govemmaits will revel ovar the 
“achievements’’mademtheNewWoridoverthepastfive 
hundred years.

At tfie same time, indigeiwxis people o f the A m aicas 
and their siqjporters will be cxMnmemorating with an 
observance day the five hundred years o f resistance 
against the invasicoi and colonization o f our continent 
This ccmimemcxalion will be offiaed as a tribute to the 
hundreds o f thousands o f Native Am aicans who have 
died throughout these five centuries in the name of 
westmi civilization,Qiristianity,pii〇sperityandc3evelop- 
menL Prqjaratims for mass protests throughout the 
Anraricas have been in process for the last few years. 
Conventions and conferences are being held in various 
Latin Ammcancoimtries, with varying goals. One objec­
tive is to prove to the weslmi world that indigaious 
cultures are vibaant and alive, and do not reside solely 
within the study o f anthrqxjlogy and archaeology as old 
dead cultures. Additional objectives include: to ccxitinue 
the struggle for acknowledgement and recognition of 
indigenous people within the framework o f political, 
economic, serial and cultural institutions; to advance the 
struggle for rights and equal opportunities for indigenous 
people; to advance the call for human rights and the

res again 铽  

call for the
immediate stqp to the expression and massacres 
Indian political and social movements; and to 
inclusion o f Native American history and culture in the 
educaticMial Systran, and for the recogniticKi o f Native 
Amaicans* particq)ation in the building o f the Am aican 
cxxitinent following its invasion and colcmizaticMi.

In the United Stales and Mexico, the systematic geno­
cide againstnativepeoplebegan when tte  white man first 
set foot (xi the continent Litde by little, the European

October 12,1992
invaders took possession o f the natives* wealth, pushing 
them offtheirIands,destroyingtheirnati(Mis,theirpolitical 
andsocialsystems,inttienameofGodandlheadvancemait 
o f westOTicivilizaticxi. Inexchange, theindigenouspeqjle 
received starvadem fw  nutriticMi, diseased blankets for 
warmth, and caicentration camps~reservaticxis~fca- 
homes. The oppressor's language was imposed cm the 
nativepeq)les, to facilitate canmunication,both because 
the colcmists did not wish to learn tcbart>arian’，languages, 
and to systematically ^ase the indigenous languages. 
Many N ati(X isw ^convated to Christianity. Asaresult, 
native cultural celebraticms and coiMnonies wctc sup­
pressed Many c ^ n o i i e s  dedicated to the motho* earth, 

theelaiiOTts.andtheunivCTsewaeixDhibitedby 
the law. ConstitutiOTS and laws imposed by both 
English andSpanishcolcxiizersdidnot guarantee 
rights fcff indigenous peqjles in their own land 

As you read this, October 12,1991 has already 
passed It would be 印 {XDjxiatetotakeamomait 
o f reflection, to amnemOTate and pay tribute to 
the indigaious peoples o f this land. On O ctoba 
12,1992, ccmsidCT participating in an indigenous 
event in memory o f and in tnbule to the hundreds 
o f thousands o f  Indians who have given their 
lives to the resistance, for the liberation o f our 
indigenous nations.

On October 12, 

1992, consider 

participating in an 

indigenous event in 

memory of and in 

tribute to the 

hundreds of 

thousands of 

Indians who 

have given their 

lives to the 

resistance, for the 

liberation of our 

indigenous nations.
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INTERNATIONAL CONNECTIONS

P hil Anderson

In Haiti there is today a war between the state and its 
people. President and Catholic Priest Jean Bertrand 
Aristide is in exile. Aristide, a practitioner o f liberation 
theology, had begun to bring political and e ca ia n ic  
democracy to his peqjle. In eight m(xiths o f powOT, not a 
single coistitutional violatiwi o f human rights had tar­
nished the recc«d o f Aristide's presidency. Even Roger 
Lafontant, a  former coup leader and assassin o f hundreds, 
was sentenced to life impisonment and not capital pun­
ishment, since Haiti's new ccmstitutiai forbids that 

The day after the military coup, a  Mend called me 
upon his arrival from Haiti at the Miami airport. He

Haiti Coup

Top commanders 

participated in 

drug trafficking by 

facilitating the 

transshipment of 

cocaine from 

Colombia to the 

United States.

said that the agriculture project he had planned to work 
for was destroyed, and that he feared what might soon 
happen to the Haitian project leaders. Some o f his 
Haitian counterparts were now dead. After he hung up, 
I  asked: whatkinds o f seemingly intractable structures 
and systems are operating in Haiti, which can wipe out 
in hours what takes years to create?

L et me give only a few examples o f these structures 
and systems. In the first months o f  1990, many sectors 
in Haiti had called repeatedly for Presi­
dent Prosper Avril to step down, but he 
did not budge until aftCT a wee-hours 
chat with U .S . Ambassador Alvin P.
Adams over his kitchen table. Later 
that day, Haiti had a  new president,
Mm e Ertha Pascal-TruilloL Avril arrived safely in 
R orida before nightfall. Adams then pressed for elec­
tions, and his embassy provided ample funds for 
candidate M arc Bazin, former World Bank function­
ary. Late in the campaign, Jean Bertrand Aristide 
entered the race, and voter registration leapt by 35%  in 
the days after. In the final days before the election, 
former U .S . President Jim m y Carter, converted into 
election ̂ observer,*5 visited Aristideandtoldhim thathe 
would be defeated by B  azin, and to prepare his followers 
so they would not respond violently upcm learning the 
results. CartCT dqjended « i  infc*mation from the U.S. 
embassy. Aristide obtained over 90%  o f the vote. 
Haiti’s strategic location on the Windward Passage 
(which it shares with Cuba) has been a  main focus o f 
U .S.policy.Form erSecretaryofStateG eorgeSchultz, 
meeting at the W hite House with U. S. businessmen, 
stated ̂ [It] mustremain politically favorable to W ash­
ington and our allies. ...W e shall not permit that vital 
waterway to be straddled by hostile governments.”

In the 1980s U .S . policy pushed for food aid, which, 
sold on the black market by military personnel, under­
cut lcx:al farmers who could hardly compete with focxi 
that started out free. Export-led production controlled 
by Haitian elite and military landholders was pro­
moted to replace subsistence farming. During this time 
absolute poverty increased in Haiti from 50%  to 80% .

During these years the Haitian military top com­
manders participated in drug trafficking by facilitating 
the transshipment o f cocaine from Colombia to the 
United States. From its harbors flowed at least 7 ,000 
pounds o f cocaine in 1988 (the amount caught by the 
U. S. Coast Guard). This avenue o f lucrative earnings 
faced severe curtailment by President Aristide.

Consider then: That the United States, most power­
ful nation in the world and only a  few hundred miles 
from Haiti’s shores’ wanted a  former World Bank 
economist as President o f Haiti. H iat the U. S.loathes 
another “leftist” govemmait in the regkxi. That the 
Haitian military andtheelite (to whichbelong virtually all 
m em bas o f the Haitian pariiamoit) prospa* economi­
cally by e?qx3rt-led pxxhictitxi. That the Haitian military 
ma^es untold sums o f money by having liberty to trade in 
drugs headed for U. S. city streets.

Is it any wonder that these structures are seemingly 
so ̂ intractable^ And yet, however hopeless and weak 
may seem the cause o f  Haiti, to give up would mean to 
allow further violence against its people. (Over6 0 0 are 
dead already.) It would mean, in effect, saying '*1 agree

N ot Without C ause
with the way things are done around here.** And I do 
not nor will not.

T o  start, please jo in  m e in calling these numb^s: The 
W hite House, 202-224-3121 . The Organization o f 
American States, 202"458-3000. Bernard Aronson， 
Undersecretary o f State for Interamerican Affairs, 
202-247-9210 . Alvin Adams, U. S . Ambassador to 
Haiti, 011-509-22-0354 . Senator John Seymour, 202- 
2 24 -3841 . Senator Alan Cranstwi, 202 -^ 4 -2 0 4 3 . 
CongressmanErankRiggs,707-576-1466. Tell them that 
President Aristide must not languish wie more day away 
fixxn his cxjuntry. Thatno more o f his people, ourbrothCTS 
and sisters in humanity, must be allowed to die, ncx- to live 
in terrw and m isay.

Sources: Josh De Wind and DavidH.Kinley ID, 
Migration: The Impact o f  International Development 
Assistance on Haiti. Westview Press, Boulder, CO 1988. 
Vemwi Gentry,Times ofthe Americas. Washingtcxi JD C. 
12/2^/90. Fritz Longchamp, Covert Action 36: 54-58. 
Sjo^2^lJm \esPeti3sInTheseTim es.A m il 10-16. *91.
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Immigration and Free Trade
In Unions They're Part of the Same Debate

David Bacon

I f  it has done nothing else, the debate cm the U .S7 
Mexico Free Trade Agreement (FTA) has focused the 
attrition o f  U.S. unions and woikers cki the ecc»K»nic 
inequality between the U.S. and Mexico, and the great 
impact this has on the lives o f woiidng people on both 
sides o f the border. Togetha* with ot virwimaital oigani- 
zadcxis, the AFL-CIO and otho- unitxis have led U.S. 
opposition to the agreement Jay Mazur, president o f the 
InteinaticmalLadies^arTnOTtWoikas'Unicm,expressed 
a positiai common to almost all secticwis o f the U .S. labor 
movement, both progressive and conservative, in staling 
that **while the United States would lose many jobs, 
especially in industries like garment and electronics, 
Mexican woikers would gain only sweatshop ccmditicHis 
intended to benefit American and other multinati(xial 
ccwnpanies.”

The U.S. State Departmait claims that the agreement 
**woul(l lead to expanded trade with Mexico and the 
creation o f addititMial jobs for U.S. woikCTs [through] 
unrestricted access to a Mexican market o f 86  millicxi 
people.'* Many Mexican producers fear that i f  this claim 
istme,itwouldresultindumpingche^)U.S.-madegocxls 
on the Mexican market, with consequent job  losses for 
many Mexican woikers.

HowevCT, the State Dqjartment claim also seans 
cxmtraindicatedbyaC(MnmerceDepaitmentstudy which 
predicted jo b  losses o f more than 40%  in s(xne key U.S. 
industries, because o f the relocaticai o f pxxliictiai fiom 
the U.S. to Mexico. The U.S. International Trade Ccxn- 
mission also pointed to job  losses in “automobiles and 
autoparts, ̂ jparel, electronics, toys, fresh vegetables, and 
food processing,along with steel, trucking, glass and 
agriculture. Lxxiically, the woik force in industries such as 
appaid, electrwiics, fix>d processing and agriculture is 
canposed overwhelmingly o f immigrants finom Mexico 
andothercountriesofCentralAmericaandtheCaribbean. 
Many o f them would see their jobs move back to Mexico, 
but at a wage cxily wie-tenlh o f that in the U.S.

While sa n e  woricers and unions in theU.S. seetheFTA 
in isolation, simply as a  threat to U.S. jobs, many others 
understand that the agreemoit is part o f a larger picture o f 
thedevelqiingrelationshipbetweentheU.S.andMexicx). 
AFL-CIO testimony in Coigress linked the agreement to 
develcpment o f the 27-year old maquiladora program, 
under which o v c t  1,000 U.S.-owned factories now em­
ploy 500,000 wfflkos inbondo-cities suchas Matamoros, 
Juarez, Mexicali, Tijuana and others. The testimony 
pointed to caxiiticKis o f extr^ne exploitatiwi, sexual

discriminaticxi, and widespread ̂ lvinximental polluticxi 
in the plants. And altiKMigh they provide jobs, Mexican 
trade unionists point out that the maquiladoras pay lower 
wages than w oikas earn in the same industries in c^itral 
and southan Mexico.

While the Mexican and U.S • go vCTimoits {MXMtiise that 
a free trade agreemOTt will pioduce jobs in Mexico, and 
lessoi the motivalkm for w a k a s  to emigrate, M exico’s 
free-maifcet ecoixxnic policies will twid to sh arp s the 
ecxxKxnic crisis which is the overall source o f immigra- 
ticxi. Cuauht^noc Cardoias, Mexican Residential can­
didate qjposingPresidaitCarios Salinas deGortari in the 
last electicm, criticizes *'an intMnational division o f labor 
betweai the three countries [which] assigns Mexicx) the 
role o f a peamanent siq^lio- o f che^) labor,M and calls for 
^raising Mexican wage levels and woridng conditions in 
the general dirccticxi o f American or Canadian standards, 
insteadofsystematicallyloweringour salaries andincanes 
to attract reluctant investors.”

DelegaticmsofU.S.tradeunicxiistsarevisitingMexican 
uni<xis more fieqioidy, and Mexican unicxiists are be- 
ginninglDaa^ccxifaraKesinlheU.S.Theyincreasin^y 
point out that the rights and axiditicxis o f immigrant 
Mexican wokers in the U.S. is a  strong concern o f 
Mexi(^unions,andthattheoiganizingdrivesofMexican 
woricCTs in the U.S. are a  source o f str^igth and militancy 
for U.S. unicxis. Proposals for solidarity are bringing U.S. 
and Mexican woikCTS, including immigrants, tpgetha- in 
pursuit o f a common program， in an era in which the free 
trade agreement and the ecoixxnic devel^jmrait policies 
o f the Bush and Salinas administrad(xis pit than against 
eachothCT.

Alfredo Dtxninguez, leado* o f the Mexican Authentic 
Labor Front(FAT), says that *'Mexican, U.S. and Cana­
dian woikers have ccmmon inteiests which we must 
pnxnote with <xxnm(xiacticHi...Good,securejobs will not 
c a n e  firom trade agreements among the wealthy. W e 
need ‘free w akers’， not ‘free trade’.”

•仲Ve You Tpieo A 敗 町  bpiqade?-
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New World Order 
in Asia?

Ying L ee K elly, aide to Bay  
Area Congressman Ron 
Dellums, will discuss ,fKorea 
After the Persian Gulf: New 
World Order in A sia?" Tuesday, 
November 2 6 ,7  pm, at the new 
Copperfield Books, 650  Fourth 
S t, Santa R osa Admission is 
free, but a voluntary collection  
will be taken. K e ll/s  talk will 
benefit Common Agenda, a  
coalition organizing for a 50  per 
cent cut in the U .S. military 
budget. Sponsors are Pledge for 
Peace in Central A m erica and 
Petaluma Peace Group. For 
more information, call 526- 
7220.

Open Studios 
for Peace

Local artists team with Peace 
Network for mutual benefit 
Saturday, November 1 6 ,1 0  am  
to 5 pm. Participating artists 
open their studios for direct 
sales to the public. The Peace 
Network encourages its 
members and friends to go to 
these studios and purchase work 
in support of our local artists. 
The artists contribute 30 percent 
of these sales to the Peace 
Network. Itfs a great way to 
vitalize both art and 
peacemaking and spend an 
enjoyable and informative 
Saturday.

Participating artists include 
Victoria Whitehand, Carol 
Capp, Hassan Behray, and 
Sandy Eastoak (whose painting 
hangs in the Peace & Justice 
Center). A  map to all 
participating artists* studios is 
available at the Peace & Justice 
Center. For more information, 
call the Center, 575-8902 , or 
Sandy Eastoak, 576-0819.

Concert to Benefit Task 
Force on Homdess

Disciples of Ed, Victims Family, and 
Wild Brides will perform at the Cotati 
Cabaret Saturday, N ovanber 1 6 ,9 :3 0  
pm. These local alternative rock bands 
will be donating their talent to baiefit the 
Sonoma County Task Force on the 
Homeless. Valuable prizes will be 
raffled A hundred percent of the 
proceeds will go to the Task Force as 
Cotati Cabaret is hosting the event at no 
charge. Tickets for the event aie sliding 
scale beginning at $7 and are availafale at 
Gravenstones in Cotati, Copperfields in 
Petaluma and Sebastopol, and the Last 
Record Store, Santa R osa Tick^s also 
available at the door.

Documentary Inspiration

W e know it*s bad out there. Pollution. 
Corruption. Creeping fascism. Bigotry 
and racism. Environmental devastation. 
Yecko. But let’s be brave and find oat 
just how bad it is and what exactly is 
wrong so we can do something about it  
L ef s band together for support Let's get 
the most important videos into the public 
libraries, and even make our own 
documentaries through public access TV 
and home video equipment

Let’s be aanng. A s home videos of 
beatings diown on nationwide TV have 
illustrated, a few minutes of videotape 
can expose a mountain o f injustice. An 
informed and inspired public can move 
that mountain.

In two evenings of video documentary 
thrillers weVe seen six covering subjects 
such as the bombing of Iraq, G Es 
deceptive advertising, guerrilla art (an 
award-winning video by a local high 
school student), the terrorist attack 
against Judy Bari, and Folger Coffee^ 
connection to death squads in t l  
Salvador.

Join us m day, November 8 ,6 :3 0  pm, 
when we meet to envision what we the 
people can do with video. A t 7  well 
watch a documentary or two or three, a  
late-breaiang one for sure, and maybe 
meet a videogra^ier. (See caloidar for 
videos to be shown) Juicy M ovie Night 
takes place at the Peace & Justice 
Center, 540 Pacific, Santa Rosa. Call 
575-8902 for m ore information.

Fund Raiser for 
Conscientious Objectors
Erik Larsen and Tahan Jones are 
reserve M arines who applied for 
conscientious objector status at the 
start o f the G ulf crisis. They were 
denied C.O. status. They are legally 
entitled to an honorable discharge. 
They need money to sustain their legal 
battle.

A  M arch-a-thon will take place 
Sunday, November 2 4 ,2  to 5 pm, 
from 12th S t BA RT Station, Oakland, 
to Trinity United M ethodist Church, 
Berkeley. Please get pledge sheets and 
detailed information, and plan to walk 
for Jones and Larsen. Call 510-655- 
1201, or write Jones/Larsen Defense 
Comm ittee, 1678 Shattuck A ve., Box 
225 , Berkeley 94709.

Sign Making Instruction
Bnroe Sloan in v it^  people interested 
in learning to make good protest 
banners and signs can set up tutoring 
sessions with him一 "for one or two at a 
time—  at his W indsor home. Call him

Letter Writing & Good 
Time Society
Once a month on the last Monday 
evening— we get together for political 
influence and fun. F o r information,

call Judith lam , 829-3771.

Talks by Michael Parenti
Audio and video recordings o f talks 
by M ichael Parenti are available from 
People’s Video, P.O . B ox 99514, 
Seattle, W A 98199 . Audio tapes are 
$4 ; video $12. lhere are seventeen 
titles, including "M arxism  and the 
Cnsis o f Eastern Europe;,f 
"Imperialism, Drugs and Social 
Control;" "Hidden Form s of 
Censorship in A m erica;,f ,?The 
Political U ses o f R elig ion ,

Green Fuse, the peace and 
environmental poetry magazine 
published in Sonoma County, is now

for browsing or purchase.

at 707/838-3740.

Future Focus and Deadlines
As is our custom, the next issue of the Peace Press 

will be the combined December/January one. Its 
focus is "Peace Begins at Home: Achieving Peace 
Within Ourselves, Our Families, Our Relation­
ships, Our Community.'* W e welcome your sub­
missions. Piease see inside front cover for submission 
guidelines. Deadline for receipt of articles for up­
coming issue is Thursday, November 7 ,5  pm at the 
Peace and Justice Center. Calendar items should be 
submitted be submitted by 4 pm, Tuesday, No­
vember 12 at the Peace Center.
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Trips to Promote 
Enduring Peace
A one week peace seminar in Costa 
R ica, hosted by Radio for Peace 
International, takes place in M arch 
1992. Program  includes trips to rain 
forest, botanical garden. Lim ited to 20  
people. A  U.N . conference on 
environment and development— the 
"Earth Summit"— takes place in Rio 
de Janeiro June 1-8. A  D niep^ R iver 
Peace Cruise co-sponsored by the 
Ukrainian Peace Councu, is planned 
for July 28— August 16.

Information and application forms can 
be had from Promoting Enduring 
Peace, P.O. B ox 5102, W oodmont CT  
06460.

She can, and does.

Causes and Cures of 
Narcotics Epidemic

A  National Teleconference on the 
N arcotics Epidem ic will onginate 
November 9  from New York and be 
broadcast in a hundred cities 
nationwide. It will be aired on our 
local community access channel 21 
(Post-Newsweek Cable) and by 
Viacom  from San Francisco. In 
addition, during the week of 
November 3 , Post-Newsweek Cable 
will air a pre-taped program. See 
calendar for schedule.

The form at is roundtable discussion 
with such participants as Alfred 
M cCoy, author o f The Politics o f 
Heroin, form er addicts, policym akers, 
form er DEa  agents, including Deep 
Covar author M ichael Levine, and 
rdigious leaders.

The Christie Institute, an interfaith law  
and public policy cen to , has been the 
main driving force behind this 
program .

Get the word out to your 
Mends, family and co-workers. 
A grassroots coordinated effort 
is needed to deal with our 
serious drug problem— in 
which our government has had 
a dirget hand. ,
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The Green Berets 

are being described 

as “trainers,” who 

would teach the 

Peruvians how to 

use the equipment 

they receive, rather 

than “advisers” who 

would “help

Shirley Johnston

This M y  the Bush administration signed a  bilateral 
agreement with Peru stating, in part, that the war 
against drugs is “inextricably intertwined” with the 
war against Shining Path. (See story, MDeath Chases a 
Reporter, this issue.) Under its strategy o f  “attacking 
drugs at the sou rce ,th eU .S . is in the process o f  linking 
itself with a brutal eleven year-old gu erilla  w a r~ a  
war calling upon racial animosities that go back to the 
Spanish Conquest~that neither side has any real 
chance o f winning in the foreseeable future.

^Arming peasants with shotguns to defend them­
selves is a  major part o f  Peruvian PresidentFujimori's 
anti-subversive strategy Washington Post reporter, 
Eugene Robinson wrote.

**In an elaborate ceremony several weeks ago, 
Fujimori went to the department o f Junin— periiaps 
the most active battle zo n e ~ to  hand out weapons to 
leaders o f  peasant self-defense groups. But later, after 
the television cameras had left, the army commander 
in charge o f the region took the weapons back. He 
wanted to proceed a bit more cautiously.” 

Thecommanders o f the Peruvian military are mostly 
white. The countryside is overwhelmingly Indian. 
Ninety percent o f the at least 20 ,000  who have been 
killed in the war have been Indian or mestizo.

U.S.SpecialForceswouldbesenttotheL^pa*Huallaga 
Valley, who*e over half the world's coca is grown.

'TTie only place where Shining Path fully controls 
the territory where it is present is the Upper Huallaga 
Valley a Western diplomat who has followed the war

develop an overall 

anti-guerrilla 

strategy and 

suggest what 

targets to attack.”

Death Chases a Reporter
Tina Rosenberg

Since he was ateoiager, Magno Sosa has chased death 
in Ayacucho and now death is chasing him.

SosaisacorrespondentfcfftheLima-basednewsweekly 
Si* in the Andean town where the Shining Path guerrillas 

bom, still the vortex o f Peru's war. He cx>veis what 
is perhaps the most dangeaxxis beat in the world For four 
years he tooke story after story o f massacres, torturc and 
dmg trafficking, ignoring the beatings and dealh threats 
his reporting drew frwn the army. On August23 Sosa was 
arrested and changed with tenorism; he is being held in 
Ayacucho. His accuser now says police tortured him into 
making the charge.

Sosa's journalism and his life are in danger. He is 24.
In August the US State Departmait determined that 

Peru's human-rights situation is improving and that the 
military takes its orders firomcivilians,twoconditions that

make Peru eligible to receive $34.9 million in poposed 
military aid.

This is a sham and is contradicted by the State 
Department's own Country R qxxts m i Human Rights 
Practices for 1990. ^Security forces personnel were re- 
spraisible for widespread credible rqxyts o f summary 
executions, arbitrary detenticm and torture andr^je by tte  
military...”

For the last four years the United Nations has ranked 
PeraasNo.1 or2anKMigthe world'snatkxisatdis^peanng 
itsownpecjple. The state and the Shining Path havekilled 
more than20,000people since the war began in 1980.N〇 

soldiCThaseverbeaicaivictedofhuman-ri^itsviolatiai.
TTie govemmait o f Alberto Fujimori, yielding to pres­

sure fra il the military, is trying to bar press rqports ot 
military abuses; those who refuse to be censored are 
denounced as allies o f the Shining Path and are oftei 
harassed or killed.
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Act
for a number o f years told a reporter. <<rThat means 
practically no police or military presence. Shining 
Path runs the towns, the schools, the clinics.M

W hile the agreement with Peru specifies that mili­
tary aid must be used for **counter-naicotics pur­
poses,** such distinctions in the circumstances are 
often difficult to make. **In the Upper Huallaga you 
might be talking about the same person. One day he 
might be wearing his guerrilla hat, and the next day 
wearing his drug trafficker haC* the diplomat said.

The Green Berets are being described as **trainers,M 
who would teach the Peravians how to use the equip­
ment they receive, rather than **advisersM who would 
**help develop an overall anti-guerrilla strategy and 
suggest what targets to attack.*5 

4<The word 'advisers* brings up some shadows o f the

past,** one U S official said. tcW e would almost cer­
tainly do this training in places where there would not 
be the likelihood o f encountering hostile forces.**

No use o f  U .S. combat forces in Peru is envisioned. 
A  Western diplomat expressed the sentiment that the 

guerrilla war remains one for the Peruvians to wage. **1 
really don’t think it’s a question o f external help. It 
doesn't require sophisticated equipment. This isn*t 
Desert Storm.”
quotes from  "A Precarious (Shining) Pathn by Eugene 
Robinson, Washington Post Weekly, Aug. 26-Sept.1, 

1991; articles also consulted, "Paupers in a World 
their Ancestors Ruled," Eugene Robinson, WPW, Jul. 
8-14,1991, "Shining Path is Gaining in P eru/' Robin 
Kirk,, Apr. 29 ,1991 , "Oh! What a Lovely Drug War in 

Peru," Robin Kirk, Nation Sept. 30 ,1991 .

ExceptfortrulysensadcHial stories newsp^ers now run 
reports o f military abuses only in their editions circulating 
outside Lima.

NowherehasthewarbeendirtiCTthanAyacucho.Ofthe 
twenty journalists killed in P a n  since 1983 according to 
The New York-based C(»nmittee to Protect Journalists, 
fourtmi were killed in Ayacucho.

Typically the Shining Path con es into a village, 10unds 
upresidents,requisilicxisfood,shootsafewlocalofficials, 
blows up city hall and leaves, taking the village's young 
men as forced recruits. A  few days lata* the army ctxnes 
in, scxnetimes killing many o f those residwits the Shinmg 
Path suspiciously left standing, including young chUdren. 
Armyroadblockskeqpjounialistsandinvestigatorsaway.

Sosa is one o f the few journalists who go to mountain 
villages. His sttxies detailed the brutality o f the Shining 
Path, h it  he also writes about lhe security fixees* crimes.

InFelmiaiy 1990afteraSi, articleonabusesaxnmitled

by civil d efuse patrols, Sosa was beaten by four hooded 
m «i in Ayacucho. He spwit ei^ it days in the hospital.

Theradio station who© Sosaalso works ieceivedaletto* 
calling Sosa and another iqxxt^ ' ''spokesmen for the 
Shining PathM and threateied that they would **die like 
dogs with their throats cut**

Sosaw eittoLim a, whorel saw him in late June. He was 
in hiding but pursuers ^parently knew where he was.

Whoithemilitarywasalertedthathewastryingtoleave 
the country, soldias and police came loddng for him. He 
went back to Ayacucho and turned himself in.

The accusaticxi tfiat he is a Shining Path coUabcxBtcr is 
based (Miadocument signed by anothOTpiiswiCTwho told 
the judge, and lata* repoitas, that he was tortured with 
blows and electnaty until he accused Sosa and 91 oth­
ers~tw o o f whwn have since been killed.

Magno Sosa is ajoumalist, a good cme, whose lire is in 
danger because he tells the truth.

For the last four 

years the United 

Nations has ranked 

Peru as No.1 or 2 

among the world's 

nations at 

disappearing its own 

people. The state and 

the Shining Path 

have killed more than 

20,000 people since 

the war began in 

1980. No soldier has 

ever been convicted 

of human-rights 

violation.
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THE IRAQ DEBACLE
P  R

The Iraq
The Impact of Sanctions Against Iraq

The Bush 

Administration 

decided to 

slaughter 

not only Iraqi 

soldiers, but 

also Iraqi 

children.

Another Slaughter
Sometime during the past year the Bush Administra­

tion decided to slaughter not only Iraqi soldiers, but 
also Iraqi children. Tens o f thousands have already 
beenkilled. Hundreds o f  thousands face almost certain 
death. They are dying from disease and starvation. The 
Bush Administration knows this. They could stop it, 
but they don’t  It is what they want to h网)pen.

The U.N.*s August decision to allow Iraq to sell 
som eoil was aminor cosmetic change in the sanctions, 
designed to take the heat o ff the Bush Administra­

tion— not to significantly improve the situation in 
Iraq.

In order to hide this cruel and cynical reality from the 
American people, the president has repeatedly lied 
about his actions and goals.

Sanctions Index
Percentage o f Iraq's food that was imported before 

sanctions: 70%
Iraq's summer wheat harvest as a percentage of 

previous year's: 33%

War Crimes Tribunal
,r[t was not really a war. It was 
the use of technological material 
to destroy a defenseless 
country ...We recognize our role 
in history is to bring the 
transgressors to justice.” 

Ramsey Clark

Former Attorney General 
o f the U .S. Ramsey Clark 
is conducting Commission 
oflnquiry Hearings on U .S. 
W ar Crimes in the Gulf. 
Charges havebeenbrought 
against our topgovCTnment 
officials, some o f  which 
are listed here.
-T h e  U .S. engaged in a 
pattern o f conduct begin­

ning in or before 1989 intoided to lead Iraq into 
provocations justifying U .S. military action against 
Iraq and permanent U .S . military domination o f 
the Gulf.

President Bush ordered the destruction o f facilities 
essential to civilian life and economic productivity 
throughout Iraq.

President Bush usurped the Constitutional power 
o f Congress as a means o f  securing power to 
commit crimes against peace, war crimes, and 
othCT high crimes.

• President Bush encouraged and aided Shiite Mus­
lims and Kurds to rebel against the government o f 
Iraq causing fratricidal violence, emigration, ex­
posure, hunger and sickness and thousands o f 
deaths. After the rebellion failed, the U .S. invaded 
and occupied parts.oi Iraq without authority in 
order to increase aivision and hostilities within 
Iraq.

• President Bush systematically manipulated, con­
trolled, directed, misinformed and restricted press 
and media coverage to achieve propagandistic 
support for his military and political goals.

• TheU.S.hasbyforcesecuredaperm anentm ilitary 
presence in the Gulf, the control o f  its oil resources 
and geopolitical domination o f the Arabian Pen­
insula and G ulf region.

Substantiation o f  charges with legal references is 
available from: Commission o f Inquiry for the 
Intmiational W ar Crimes Tribunal,36  E .12 th  S t ,  
6th fl., N Y , N Y  10003.

O M A C O U N T Y P  E  A C E P R E S S 17
THE IRAQ DEBACLE

Debacle
Percentage o f pre-war electricity Iraq is now produc­

ing: 20%
Y ear it last produced so little electricity: 1920 
CIA estimate o f  numb^ o f years it will take Iraq to 

rebuild its electrical system afta* sancti(Xis are lifted: 5 
Number o f  cans o f infant formula the typical Iraqi 

family can afford a  month: 3 
Number o f cans o f  infant formula necessary a month 

to sustain l i f e :10
Percentage decline in infant mortality in Iraq during 

past 20  years: 67%
Percentage o f  Iraqi's who had easy access to health 

care prior to the war: 95%
Percentage o f Iraqi *s who had access to safe drinking 

water prior to the wan 93%

War Watch, Out Now, PO Box 562, S

Number o f  times George Bush has publicly said that 
the people o f  Iraq are not the enemy: 6

How You Can Help End Sanctions 
•You can order anddistribute copies ofW ar W atch 
toothers.

• W rite letters to the editor using material from this 
article or the rqxMt.

• W rite or call your members o f Congress asking 
them to endorse H R 180 by Represaitative Henry 
Gonzalez o f Texas, a resolution calling for the 
lifting o f sanctions.(Any Senator: 202/224-3121; 
any House member: 202/225-3121)

• Call or write George Bush and tell him to end the 
sanctions now. See back cover for address, phone.

mta Cruz 9 5061 .Issue §9, Sept. 1991

16350 Third Street 
.̂OUytei/p Guerneville, CA 95446 
ル" ▲、、、〜 v 707-869-2852

...B6 CAUS6  OUR p〇W€R ll€S in
the  stoRies we te ll.

6〇〇ksx〇̂

Classified Ads

MDWIVES
Family Centered Birth 
W omens Health Care

Suzette Burrous Carolyn Hunt
Certified Nurae Midwife Certified Nurse Midwife 

Physician Assistant Midwife Physician Assistant Midwife 
Family Nurse Practitioner Family Nurse Practitioner 

707/829-8348 707/887-1314

International Pen Friends. Penpals matched by age and interests. Send S A SE  to 
IPF, B o x  3697-SC , Santa Rosa CA 95402.

Recycle used greeting cards for women's ja il project. Leave for Russa, Peace & 
Justice Center, 540  Pacific, Santa Rosa

Buy, sell reflnishable old furniture, caning supplies, instruction. 577-0064. 

Swedish-Esalen massage. Certified therapist, s/s 578-7907

LEA RN  NEW

SKILLS
Jo in  the P E A C E  P R E S S  crew !

Call Shirley today at 823-8122

GRAVENSTONES
Oils 

Acrylics 
Watercolor

DRAFTING S U P P L IE S V ^  Pjpe

Smokeshop, Gifts
795-8498 
D ow ntow n C o ta ti

M on. - S at. 
11 A M -7 P M

riley street
103 Maxwell Court, Santa Rosa, 526-2416

PaDers
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COMMON AGENDA Endorsers Grow

I've ̂ ot to do somethin^1. 
lcan*tstaMto:w all this 
poverty w  homeieKness...

Adrienne Swenson

• Cut the military budget in half.

• Use the momy to fund programs to meet human and 
aivircxun^ital needs and rights

• Supfxxt economic ctMiversicm to create an eccmany 
based on ncai-militaiy producticm with the goal o f 
employment for everyone at a  decent wage

Fifteen oiganizaticMis now have formally endorsed the 
CDMMON AGENDA Coalition. Recent jo in ts  include 
SCDP^/SCIU, Angela Caita*, the Inierfaith Peace and 
Social Justice Committee, and the Sonoma Valley 
Democratic Qub.

To build grassroots siq^ort for changing national 
spending priaities, the Coaliti(m will pursue a political 
program. Candidates forofiBce who pledge to support the 
three-point COMMON AGENDA program will win the

active political siqyport o f COMMON AGENDA in their 
campaigns.

CDMMON AGENDA will sedc «idorsan»its fixxn 
local govonm^ital bodies. County supovisors, cities, 
school boards have all been left holding the bag as funds 
have been syploied fixxn domestic programs ovct tte  
post decade and transfixed to military spading.

How can you help? Gather names! W e must danon- 
strate to local governing bodies and to candidates that 
there is l»oad and deq) votCT su^jort for changing 
national priorities. W e need thousands o f pledge signa­
tures to transmit to office hold^s.

H ie COMMON AGENDA CO ALHION will meet 
Thursday, Novanber 14 at the Peace &  Justice Cento*, 
540 Pacific Ave., Santa Rosa, at 7 :30 p»n. Evaycxie is 
welcome. To find out how ycxi can help, call the Peace 
Network at 575-8902, S o rm ia  G im is, 823-4940, or 
Santa Rosa Democratic Q u b , 545-8520.

APPOINTMENTS;
(707)575-1719

iilrniE
…NATURAL 
PRODUCTS 

MAKE SCENTS 
NATURALLY

HAIR  
N A ILS A N D  
SKIN C A R E

1110 PETALUMA HURD. #6 
SANTA ROSA.CA 95404 

Junior Operator A^oRabie 
Walc-tm Accepted

Food Not Bombs
Recent studies have indicated that 5 mil­

lion childr^i go hungry every nightintheU.S. 
Enough food is wasted each day to feed those 
children and all the adults thk go hungry. 
Hunger is notan agricultural p o b lem ~ it is a 
problem o f distnbuticm..

In 1980 Food Not Bombs was formed in 
Boston by a group o f anti-nuclear activists 
whoredistributedfocxithatisoidinarily thrown 
away. They began by collecting edible food 
fixxnwardiouses and grocay stores that was 
deemed unsalable. This food would thai be 
taken to local soup kitchens who© it was 
prqiared and SCTved to hungry people.

Nutrition is an important aspect o f fighting 
hunger. While there is no shortage o f food, 
thereis apedOTninance o f unhealthy focxiand 
unhealthy diets~especially among poor 
people. This condition is reintorced by social 
agencies which serve peqjle {Mimarily meat- 
based diets with mostly canned and p~ocessed

fruits andvegetables.FcxxiNotB(MnbssCTvesaiKidistrib- 
utes (xily vegetarian food. It would be vcty difficult to
guarantee the safety o f outdated or i 
ucts.Meat::also has a  much higher fat cxmtent _ 
beans and fresh vegetables. FoodNotBcxnbs makes great 
efforts to provide organically grown foods. Food Not 
Bombs began j»q)aring their own meals for political 
rallies and fc»* serving to people cm the streets. They 
woriced to feed hungry people where they were, in a non- 
instituti(xial setting, ana to publicly demcmstrale that 
hungo* exists and that our country should be using its 
resources to feedpeopleandnot to create w e^xxisof war.

The hcHneless and hungry themselves are memb^s of 
Food Not B an b s, involved in all aspects o f decision­
making, cooking and serving. In Santa Rosa Food Not 
BombshasbeensavingfieefocxiinOldRailroad Square 
every Tuesday and Thursday between 5 and 6  pm 
since mid-January. They are serving at that location at 
the request o f the local homeless community.

Volunteers are needed. Call 707/575-4528 to see 
how you can help.

S U P P O R T  T H O S E  WHO 3U P P O R T  T B E  P E A C E  P R E S S
New expanded location...

…now over 10,000 CD’s in stock! 
•••Still Sonoma County’s tow似/ eveiyday prices!

...why shop anywhere else!
•••and yes 

...We still have vinyl

B ackd oo r
disc and tape

CROSSROADS CENTER 
7665 Old Redwood Hwy. Cotati 795-9597
3

AccesAccessories • Guitars 
Amps • PA • Lessons 

Recording Studio

7884 Old Redwood Hwy., Cotati 
664-1213

峨 s
8230 Old 

Redwood Hwy. 
COTATI 

795-7068
OPEN Son.-Tiiurs. 9-9 
Fri.&Sat. 9-Midnight

Mexican Food

10/91 S O N O M A C O U N T Y P E A C E P R E S S 19
LOCAL CONNECTIONS

We Are A Sebastopol Peace Community
Patrick Burke & Sue Wendrow

W e met in wartime~~in the vigils that formed down­
town, at meetings and demos in Santa R osa and San 
Francisco. W e shared our grief, our outrage~and we 
began to know one another and feel the need to stay 
together. Our first meetings were crowded and pas­
sionate: we discovo-ed in each others voices both 
echoes o f our own hearts and sharp new insights. W e 
spoke o f the values we share: respect for the environ­
ment, the peaceful resolution o f  conflict, social and 
economic justice, the democratization o f  power, the 
demilitarization o f  the country.

W e are still young as a  group, growing and shaping. 
At our core we number 15 to 20. There are more than 
a hundred on our phone tree and we stay in touch, a

Mm Aromatic Middle-Eastern food

East 
West* 
Cafe •

• Featuring local organic produce

Baked muffins & desserts daily

Serving Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner

1
Credit Cards Accepted

128 North Main Street, Sebastopol • 829-2822

loose web. W e feel we are a  hub around which the 
larger community can mobilize for action i f  there*s a 
need. W e meet weekly to share and straigthen our 
understanding, discuss local and global issues, and 
plan activities.

The Children’s Peace Float in the Apple Blossom 
Parade was a  beautifully successful p ro ject W e par­
ticipated in a Peace Celebration, a communal meal and 
evening o f  music and dancing, last spring.We spon­
sored a  talk by Barbara Lubin after her trip to Iraq. W e 
facilitated a  healing ceremony and demonstration in 
response to ar^ )e  (mi the Laguna trail this summer. W e 
revived our candlelight vigil to mark Hiroshima Day. 
The Peace Garden in Ragle Park is a project underway 
since 1987: itscare group andourpeacegroupoverlap, 
and we* ve had picnics there. (Volunteers and funds are 
needed for completion. Call Chuck Kallander at 823- 
3838 i f  you wish to help.)

Now we are woridng to establish a presence in Analy 
High School: to counter military recruitment and to 
provide information on alternative careers which pro­
mote peace and justice and which help to preserve 
rather than destroy our environment 

Our emerging focus is community-building through 
peaceful, democratic, creative action~hereinourcity  
and in our county. W e feel we must be pro-peace as 
well as anti-war. W e believe deeply in the value o f 
simple dialogue. W e believe we must be about the 
slow, steady, ordinary work o f  transformation, healing 
and balancing ourselves and our place in the world. 
And we hope that out o f the opening o f  our minds and 
hearts we may create a new, humane world.

W e meet every Monday at 7  pm in room 5 o f  the 
Sebastopol Methodist Church, com er o f Healdsburg 
Ave. and High School Road. W e meet every Wednes­
day at 7  pm in a  more relaxed setting at the East W est 
Cafe on Main Street and just ch at You are welcome.

DR. JIM  DREAVER

F a m ily  C h ir o p r a c t ic  C a r e  

H o l is t ic  A p p ro a c h

“A healthy body is an important 
step to inner peace•，’

O ffice in Sebastopol 823-1640

Sonoma County Institute 
M

Psychospiritual Growth & Well-Being

(707) 874-2001

Individual & Couple Counseling Specializing in 
Conflict Resolution for Couples in Crisis, Healing 

Deeper Wounds which are blocks to Intimacy, Rebuilding 
Trust, Opening the Communication Channels, and Restoring 

Passion & Playfulness to the Couple Relationship. ¥  M aya Sarada D e v i
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Central America
Day Care Centers in Nicaragua and El Salvador

Help Fill Their Needs
L ia  Rowley

A group of women is leaving for El Salvador and 
NicaraguaDecember27,bringingmoneyandsupplies 
for a day carecenter anEarthstewardgroup established 
in Leon three years ago. The building has never been 
used because there is nothing in the building~no 
furniture, no supplies of any kind. Even if  there were 
money, supplies are not available there.

The group w ill bring money and supplies for the day 
care center. It w ill also visit El Salvador where Carmen

Broz is working to set up day care centers, and hopes 
to make a contribution to that project.

The group would like to carry your tangible gifts to 
further these projects. Pictures vsdll be taken and back 
home they will be shown at slide shows and talks to 
families, churches, schools. The need is great and a 
little financial aid will go a  long way to show concern 
for our neighbors.

Donations can be made tax-deductible through 
Earthstewards Network, mailed to L ia Rowley, 552 
Gold Ridge Rd., Sebastopol,CA  95472.

Observances on Second Anniversaiy of
Jesuits’ Assassination

M attie Rudinow

SanFrancisco and atleasteightother cities across the 
U .S. will see vigils and demonstrations maiking the 
second anniversary o f the November 1 6 ,1 9 8 9  mur­
ders o f  six Jesuit priests, their housekeeper and her 
daughter in San Salvador. A  coalition o f groups oppos­
ing foreign intervention and supporting human rights 
will jo in  churches in San Francisco to target Senator 
John Seymour on the issue o f cutting o ff funds to the 
Salvadoran military. Particulars are not available at 
press time. Please phone the office o f Pledge for Peace 
in Central America, 526-7220, for time and place.

The trial o f nine officers and enlisted men o f  the 
Salvadoran Army for the Jesuits* murders ended on 
September 28. Only Col. Guillermo Benavides and an 
aide, Lieut. Yusshy Rene Mendoza Vallecillos, were 
found guilty o f some but not all charges. Tw o other 
lieutenants and five enlisted soldiers were found not

guilty despite the confessions o f  four o f the soldiers. 
The Rev. Jo se  Maria Tojeira, head o f  the Jesuit order 
in C aitral America, said **While the jury has judged 
those lower down to be innocent, there is something at 
a higher level still to investigate.”

Three days earlier, on September 25, at UN head­
quarters in New Y ork, Salvadoran government and 
rebel negotiators came toanagreementonreintegrating 
rebel combatants into civilian scx;iety after a definitive 
peace accord is reached. Other terms o f the agreement 
call for reductions in Salvadoran army troop strength 
and purging the armed forces o f personnel involved in 
human rights abuses.

Fighting broke out anew in E l Salvador within hours 
o f the accord signing.

A t the time o f  this writing, Congress had not yet 
concluded consideration o f funds for the Salvadoran 
military.

Sources: Nica News Updates Nos. 8 7 ,8 8 , Pledge o f 
Resistance, Oakland

Rigoberto Menchu to Speak in San Francisco

M attie Rudinow

Widely known from her autobiography//?/ぎぬ 

Menchu and from the film uWhen the Mountains 
Tremble,M M s. Menchu will be the featured speaker at 
an event in San Francisco on Saturday November 23. 
Part o f the **500 Years o f Indigenous and Popular 
Resistance** campaign, the evening is being organized 
by the Comite de Unidad Guatemalteca. The program 
will begin at St. Peter's Church, 24th and Alabama 
Streets at 6  p.m. with food and with music by Grupo 
Muy Muy, followed by the speaker at 7  p.m. A  
donation o f $7  to $15,  sliding scale, will be requested 
at the door.

M s. Menchu, who because o f her organizing efforts 
on behalf o f human rights in her native Guatemala is 
compelled to live in exile, made a  rare visit there in 
October on the occasion o f the international confer­

ence o f indigenous people responding to the Colum­
bus quincentennnary. Though the conference was 
attended by such dignitaries as Madame Mitterand, 
wife o f the president o f France, no reports appeared in 
our local press..

The latest round o f  negotiations to halt the 30  year 
long civil war in Guatemala ended on September 2 4  in 
M exico City. This fourth round focussed on human 
rights. No accord was reached. Future meetings are 
indefinite. There have been 1,718 human rights viola­
tions including 638 summary executions since the 
government o f Jorge Serrano took office early this 
year, according to the Guatemalan Human Rights 
Commission.
Sources: Letter from  Conuti de Unidad Guatemalteca, 
S.F., Guatemala News & Info Bureau, Oakland, KPFA 

news broadcast, Nica News Update #86

UnderCovered
___________ Chris C. Cory, CRM/COG

Here comes another election year. Prepare your­
selves for appeals to your sensitive American im­
pulses, and beware!

*'I do not think you put me into this office so that I, 
o f all people, should also lie to y o u .... Our country is 
notprospering.” (Vaclav Havel, inaugural address,11/ 
1/90

**Our democratic system has been the object o f  a 
hostile takeover; engineered by a confederacy o f cor-

* Spirit o f  CHristmas*

氺

D e c .6 ,  7  &  8 F ri- 12noon-9 pm

D e c . 1 3 , 1 4  &  1 5  ^ n .  \ ° o Z ：7 ^
Q iiaCity O^and C r a fts  

—チ m e  Im p o r ts  • JU n iq u e  g i f t s  * 
O n g o i n g  E n t e r t a i n m e n t  J

NORTON BUFFALO*AMARILLO*SARAH BAKER  
MICHAEL BOLIVAR • CHRISTMAS JU G  BAND 

fusic»D ancers*C low ns»Santa & the Elves»M agic 
&3,00 , Seniors $2. Kids (6-12) $ 1 -FRIDAYS FREE 

V  SONOMA COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS ( 7 0 7 ) 5 7 5  9 3 5 5  J

ruption, careerism and campaign 
consulting. Money has been the lu­
bricant for the deal.M (Jerry Brown 
announcing his 1992 presidential 
campaign)

Patriotism  means to stand by the 
country. It does not mean to stand by 
the president or any other public of- 
i ic ia l... it is unpatriotic not to tell the 
truth, whether about the president or 
anyone else/5 (Teddy Roosevelt)

UA  child can be expected to behave 
well only i f  his parents live by the 
valu es they te a c h .” （ B ru n o  
Bettelheim, Atlantic Monthly, No­
vember 1985

“ I’m hoping to 

keep using my 

boat, and I 

hopethe rest of 

America will 

prudently 

recreate. 

We’re doing 

everything we can 

to guarantee... 

that there w ill be 

an adequate 

supply of 

hydrocarbons.” 

(President Bush 

while on vacation 

in August 1990)
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

均  — Mary M oore

There has been 

an unfortunate 

split in the peace, 

justice and 

environmental 

movements over 

the issue of 

defending hemp/ 

marijuana.

Thank youfor the recent coverage about the many uses 
o f honp that appeared in the Sqjtember Peace Press. 
While this infonnalicMi has been around for a  while, itis 
important to get it out in as many forums as possible.

NotinglhatycxiiisedarepintiixxntheSan/aCrMziVav.y 
(6/^91),I would like to let your readras know that thae 
is a  west county advocate groiq) right h « e  in Soixxna 
County which has been  working for about five years cm 
publiceducationaroundtheissueofhanp.CarolMiller's 
articles in the Sonoma County Free Press have covered 
the usesofhempfor fuel,food, fibCT,and many medicinal 
purposes.Thereisavastamountofinformati(Miaboiitthis 
incredible h ob  and pecple may write to P.O. Box 387, 
Occidental 95465 forreprintsofherarticlesoverthepast 
five years.

T te  war on hemp/marijuana hrae in the U .S. is the 
domestic versionofBush’shypocriticarWarOTi Drugs,” 
and the international implicatiOTS〇fU .S. mvolvementin 
the woridwide drug trade are well documaited. It is all 
ccxinected. If  herb w ^e legal and not in the cxxitrol o f the 
multi-natiaials (two v a y  big ifs) it would go a la ig  way 
toward saving this planet as w dl as ex itin g  a positive 
spiritual effect on its inhabitants.

There has been an unfortunate splitin the peace Justice 
and OTvincmmental movemOTts over the issue o f defend­
ing hemp/maijiiaiia. Some saw it as aproblem instead of 
a  solution, and others who did not understand were 
reluctant to go public with their knowledge. It is encour­
aging to see that both the Peace Press and the Press 
Democrat had articles on the positive uses of hemp this 
pastmcoith.

I f  readers would like more information, please feel finee 
to use the local resources like S .C ^ . A P . (Sonoma Civil 
Rights Action Project). W e can be reached at 847-3642 
or 874-2248.

Boot In A Bird Cage

G ordon Yates

Barcelona, Spain,
home to Gaudi and Picasso
Commands attention to what it  has.
In  a fim ky bar (1973) hangs a bird cage 
w ith an old worn work shoe in  i t  
When Franco * s guardia c iv il asks, it  is explained 
as a call to patience.
The patrons are waiting for the boot to sing, 
On departure o f law-n-order the boot 
turns into a symbol o f the worker.
In  1901 Russia woricers move the tanks back, 
The boot is singing.
This is all a surprise
to our $40 b illion  black budget “ intelligence.”  
Cats have claws, skunks smell,
Snakes poison.
A ll life  has surprise responses.
Humans group up and do it, now.
Ownership shifts, drugs answer the question 
“ Why should I  suffer?”
The Q iina man says ^bosses are OK 
As long as we eat every day.”
P.R. tells us the new world order 
Is new and inevitable.
This double barrelled monster 
Is real only i f  my belief loads it.
People have ways to dump poisonous leaders. 
When and how no one knows.
Workers prepare the scene, b it by bit,
Poco a poko, little  acts 
Jobs add up.

The author is 5  wars old

\SUPPO RT T H O S E  WHO S U P P O R T  T H E  P E A C E  P R E S S

Jeanne Woods 
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R E A L  EST A T E COM PANY

6761 Sebastopol Ave. at Graveoftein Statiaa, Sebastopol,CA 95472

M on-Sat 10am-8pm 
Sun 12-6pm

New, Used & Out o f Print Books 
625 4th Street 

Santa Rosa, C A  95404 
707 .525-1782

m

IMPEACH
QUAYLE
FIRST

Red-white-blue quality bumpersticker 
send $ 1 .2 5  each (includes postage) to: 
Ions, Box 1 1 0 3 , Penngrove C A  9 4 9 5 1  

For bulk prices call (7 0 7 )  8 2 9 -9 7 8 6

W e’ve come a long way together!
The Peace Press and other Peace Groups need your continued support.

Enclosed is m y contribution to the following groups: Name
Peace Press Subscription ($ 15.00/yr) $ Address
Peace Press Low Incom e ($7.50/yr) $ City Zip
PPCA $ Phone
Peace Network(membership $25/$ 15 inc sub) $

Sonom a County P eace Press 
540 Pacific Avenue

SONOM ore Atomics $

T otal C ontribution $
San ta  R osa, C A  95404  
575-8902

□  Please send me a F R E E  copy o f  the Peace Press.
□  Please send a F R E E  copy to the enclosed names.
□  Please let me know how I can help, (be sure to include your phone number)
口 Please do not include my name on other Peace and Justice Center group mailing list.

PLEASE SUPPORT THE LOCAL 
PEACE & JUSTICE COMMUNITY
Music

The Last Record Store 
739 Fourth Street 
Santa Rosa 
525.1963

D e n t is t

Allan Liles, D*D.S.
4372 Sonoma Hwy.
Santa Rosa 
539-8762

Chiropractors
Dr. Denny C  Freemaiv D.C.
Chiropractic Plus
340 Raley’s Towne Centre
Rohnert Park
585-8855

Dr. Jim Dreaver 
7724 Healdsburg Ave.
Sebastopol
823-1640

Hair Styling
A Cut Above 
Ask for Martha 
8227 Old Redwood Hwy.
Cotati
795*4311

Travel
Windsor Travel 
Valerie Duffy and 
Jane Richardson 
707-838-9723 
6119 Old Redwood Hwy.
Santa Rosa

Massage
Hands of the Heart 
B. Jay Schmidt 
Certified Massage Therapist 
829-9831

C o n st r u c t io n

Lany Macchia 
General Contractor, #408210 
Finish Carpentry 
(707) 575-9135

C o m m u n ic a t io n s

L I  SKEYCOMMINICATIONS 
Ron Liskey 
publication design 
telecommunications 
computer consultation 
Phone: 7954259 
PeaceNet/Econet: rliskey 
CompuServe: 70540,3557

and thank 

them for 

supporting the 

Sonoma County 

Peace Press!



Sonoma County Center for 
Peace and Justice
540 Pacific Avenue 
Santa Rosa, CA 95404

N o n -P ro fit O rg  
U S P o stag e  PA ID  

Santa R o sa , C A  
P erm it N o 854
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for your copy of the Peace Press?
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his country, 
with its
institutions, 

belongs to the people 
who inhabit it. 
Whenever they shall 
grow weary of the 
existing government, 
they can exercise their 
constitutional right 
of amending it, or 
their revolutionary 
right to dismember 
Of overthrow it."

A. Lincoln
ttrst Inaugural Address 
March 1,1861
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