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Dear Members of the Police Commission:

This firm represents the family of Brian Sullivan  ̂who was shot and kiHed by 
SFPD Officer William Wohler on July 15,1993,

The Oty recently settled the Sullivan family^ lawsuit arising from Brians death. 
The family has now filed a complaint wjth the Office of Citizen Complaints demanding a 
complete investigation of the shooting. 了he 阳ascm the OCC complaint has been filed is 
because  ̂while the Oly has provided the Sullivan family a $295,000 cash settlement and 
waived SI0̂ 000 in related medical bills, it has done nothing to hold either Officer 
Wohler or the San Francisco Police Department accountable for the grave misconduct 
which occurred here.

We were pleased to read in the San Francisco Examiner yesterday that the 
Sullivan case will be addressed at the Police Commission hearing tomorrow evening- 
We will be present to discuss the case with you and to request that you taka action.

The Sullivan family demands that an independent and thorough investigation of 
the death of Brian Sullivan be completed by the OCC forthwith, and ths.t this be 
followed by appropriate disciplinary action against Officer Wohler, including 
termination*

While the Police Comttiission must awaft the findings of the OCC before taking 
, action against Officer Wohier, the Sullivan case illustrates certain critical gaps in SFPD 

policies and procedure. These gaps should be filled immediately. We therefore request
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that the Police Counmission ensct the following policy changes：

1) That SF1PD Weajpom Discharge Review Board sridiude at least 
iridividoal who is not a member of the SFPD, The non-SFPO position 
might be filled be the staff attorney or Chief Investigator of the OCC.

2) That the Weapon Discharge Review Board be mquifedi to submit a report 
to the Chief with findings and recomriienidaiioinis isd 虛 shootmg csssas.
This report should summarize the incident and state why the Bo r̂d 
believes SFPD policies were or were not violated. Currentlŷ  the Board 
does not issue a report if there is ''consensus11 among the members that the 
shooting did not violate SFPD policy. In additiorvthe Board's reports are 
often pro forma, even m complicated and disputed cases.

3) That a Managenrtenit Control Ksfivestigatsom ha condluci&d eveiry there 
is an of朽0er-invoived shooting whidi resulfs in death or kjtiry. There 
was no such Investigation in the Sullivan casey forcing the Weapon 
Discharge Review Board to rely solely on the work of the SFPD Homicide 
Imvestigation Section, Homicide Investigation focuses solely on whether 
criminal conduct has occurred. Thus policy violations which are serious 
but do not rise to the ievel of criminal conduct are often overlooked in the 
investigation of officer'-involved shootings.

4) That the SFPD adopt a policy that anty officer involved hi  ̂shooting be
removed from the scene of the incsderiit as soosm as b̂ ck-̂ p are
able to take over*, in the Sullivan case, Officer Wohler remained on the 
scene long after back-up officers arrived, ostensibly searching for evidence* 
This is a violation of standard police practice. Moreover, are 
allegations that Officer Wohler remained on the scene in an attempt to 
locate and destroy incriminating evidence.

B) That SFiPD b& to  subrnSt a j*ep〇it to the C«i^iss?〇ni
every time a setti&ment of ja«n office? mlscondyct case is kppmvied by th<g 
Board of Supervisors* This report should state：

a) whether the settlement is only for "nuisance value’*, and げ soノ 
why the SFPD classifies the settlement as such;

b) if the settlement is not for nuisance value, what action ths 
SFPD has taken to ensure that a similar mdderit will not 
reoccur. This "action report11 should inciudG at least the 
following information:
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i) the names of the officers principaiiy involved;

ii) whether any disciplinary or other sction was taken in 
connection with the officer(s)̂  the nature of that 
action, and why that action was appropriate given the 
circumstances;

Hi) the officerCs)' history of complaints, litigation and 
disciplinary actions;

iv) whether any changes in SFiPD policies or training have 
occurred as a result of the incident

6) That the SFPD coridud: a review of all ifs^ostody deaths wsihm the last 
five yearSv 丁he Sullivan and Aaron Williams cas台3 suggest the； possibility 
of a pattern of misconduct among SFPD officers when taking suspects into 
custody. A review of recent in-custody deaths would determine whether 
such a pattern does indeed exist

Al! financial claims in the Sullivan case have been settled, Thersforey neither the 
Sullivan family nor this law firm have any financial interest in this matter. We ask you 
to take action because unless senous reform of the SiFPD occurs and Otricer Wohler is 
terminated, what happened to Brian Sullivan will undoubtedly happen to somebody else. 
Simply put, we hope to prevent the unnecessary loss of another iifê

We look forward to your timely action on this matter.

Very truly yours,

Michael Adams
Attorney for the Sullivan family
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CONCERNED CITIZENS GROUP
on

POLICE BRUTALITY AND ACCOUNTABILITY

Meeting
August 2,1995 

12:30 P.M.

PROPOSED AGENDA

1. Introductions 3 Minutes

2. Discussion/Action 20 Minutes
Report by the Chief of Police Anthony Ribera
to respond to questions of the Board of Supervisors 
regarding the incident involving Aaron Williams 
and other related cases of death or serious 
injuries of citizens at the hands of the police.
-- What was accomplished?__ The Next Step: Develop Specific Action Plan 

Guest: Supervisor Terrence Hallinan

3. Discussion/Action 20 Minutes

Our Proposed Resolution regarding 
Police Accountability
-- Synopsis of Action Taken By Board of Supervisors
-- Our Next Action Step(s): Define Specifically

4. Special Report: Protest/Demonstration Committee 10 Minutes
-- Overview of Proposed Plans
-- Action Needed

5. Other Committee Reports 10 Minutes
6 . Discussion/Action 15

-- The Future of The Concerned Citizens Group
on Police Brutality and Accountability--

-- Is There A Present and Future Need?



OONCERNED CITIZENS PUBLIC HEARING PLANNING GROUP
Meeting 

Ju ly  26 ,1995  
12 Noon

PROPOSED AGFNHA 

1 . Introductions

2.

3.

4.

UPDATE: Proposed Charter Amendment - O f f ic e  o f  
Citizen Complaints

Overview and Status of Proposed Resolution via
Superv isor W⑴ ie  B. Kennedy la

PROGRESS: PLAN OF ACTION No. II

a. Comprehensive Youth Outreach/Presentations

b. OCC Task Force

5.

6.

C* sPec i a l  Meeting (M in is te rs)  with Mayor Jordan 

d* Federal Invest iga t ion  

Committee Reports

t〇 C le rk  〇 f the Board

REMINDER - DISCUSSION: IMPORTANT MEETING
attendance neededI --------- ~— ■IMPORTANT MEETIN

Board of Supervisors Meetinq 
401 Van Ness Avenue 
Room 410

( き ^ 妙 ) 

8- THE NEXT STEP

Q. What NeGds To Be Done?

B. By Whom?

c. When?
9. Scheduling o f  Next Meeting 

D a t e _____ _
丁 ime _______
Location



Memorandum

TO: Resolution Commitee / Media Commitee 
FROM: Lefty Gordon & Sharen Hewitt 
RE: Resolution Status update 
Date 7/21/95

Persons interested in recieving a copy of the purposed Resolution Against Police Brutality, may contact 
Lefty Gordon, Executive Director of Ella Hill Hutch Community Center on Monday 7/24/95 at 
(415) 921-6276.

There will be a full Board of Supervisors meeting held on Monday 7/24/ 95 2pm at 401 Van Ness We 
are encouraging individuals to speak during the Public Comments Section of the Agenda which will be 
at the latter part of the meeting a^>roxiinately 3 :30PM. Please note, that the questions regarding the 
Aron Williams case have been forwarded to Chief Ribera for a written response that should occur at The 
Board of 3upervisors, meeting on 7/24/95. Individuals wanting additional information can contact the 
following people;

Rev. Grizzell 921-6276 
Sharen Hewitt 826-8095 
Rev. Boyd 921-4935 
DeE>e Hewitt 921-6276

We have provicted an additional sheet with The Board of Supervisors* phone numbers to encourage your 
individual lobbying, Hease make the following dates available on your calenders;

Monday 7/24/95 2pm, General Board Meeting 401 Van Ness Rm. 410

Wednesday 7/2$/55 12:30 next planning meeting at Ella Hill Hutch Community Center

Monday (7/31/95) The tentative date that the Resolution will go before the full Board for vote at 
Van Ness Rm. 410 2pm. We're currently awaiting final confirmation .



Memorandum

To: Concerned Citizens* Against Police Brutality 
From: Lefty Gordon, and Coimnitiee Chairs 
Re: Follow up Action Needed 
Date: 7/21/95

^  r^^!nder involvement and support are critically nccdcdi

1. ) Be in attendance st the planning meeting
Wednesday 7/26/95 12:30 pm at Ella HiU Hutch

2. ) Call the attatched list of supervisors and let tliem know your concerns

3.) Write letters to the newspapers 

Board of Supervisors' phone numbers arej

Supervisor Allioto J554-7788 
Supervisor Ammiano 554-5144 

554-6661Supervisor Beirman 
Supervisor Kaufman 
Supervisor Kennecfy 
Supervisor Hsieh 
Supervisor Hallinan 
Supervisor Migdom 
Supervisor Leal 
Supervisor Teng 
Supervisor Shelley

554*4880
554-5734
554-5015
554•测 T 7 らし
554-4033
554-6644
554-4981
554-4005



BSMUSa服 ! —
In other business Monday, the San Francisco Board of Supervisors:

►YOUTH COMMISSION: Submitted 
a Charter amendment for the Novem­
ber ballot that would establish a youth 
commission to advise the Board of 
Supervisors and the mayor on issues 
relating to children and youths. The 
commission would be made up of 17 
members ages 12 to 23.
►YOUTH EMPLOYMENT: Approved 
another Charter amendment for the 
November ballot that would allow 
some nonprofit organizations to ig­
nore a law that requires them to pay 
prevailing wages to youths working on 
city projects. The Board of Supervi-

Compiled by Diana Walsh of The Examiner staff.

sors would have to approve any ex­
emptions. The measure was spon­
sored by Supervisor Terence Haliinan.
► CIGARETTES: Heard Supervisor 
Angela Alioto introduce an ordinance 
that would ban cigarette vending ma­
chines, except in places where minors 
aren’t allowed
► PRESIDIO TRUST BILL: Heard Al­
ioto call for a hearing on the pro­
posed trust that would manage prop- 
erty in the new Presidio national park. 
Alioto fears that the trust will be able 
to sign leases for as long as 99 years 
with any agency, corporation or indi­
vidual without a public hearing.

Supervisors put off 
vote on proposal

A proposal designed to bolster 
San Francisco^ police watchdog 
agency has hit a snag after supervi­
sors said it would give police offi­
cers accused of sexual harassment 
or staUung more rights than their 
alleged victims.

The Board of Supervisors post­
poned voting on the proposed bal­
lot measure for one week after a 
two-hour discussion Monday left 
many members wondering if in­
cluding Dinctmg arbitration in the 
plan to resolve cases of alleged offi­
cer misconduct would help or hurt 
efforts to clamp down on bad cops-

The onginal version of the pro­
posed Charter amendment, wmch 
would go before voters in Novem­
ber, called on The City to increase 
the number or investigators with 
the watchdog Office of Citizen 
Complaints from 11 to 14, forbid 
the Police Department from pro­
moting officers who have been 
found guilty of misconduct for two 
years, and give the mayor the au­
thority to reject the Police Com­
mission^ choice for OCC director.

But last week, leaders of the 
Police Officers Association told su­
pervisors that they would agree to 
the measure only if it also included 
their long-sought binding arbitra­
tion proposal.

That plan would allow an oMcer 
who had been suspended for five 
days or more to appeal the suspen­

sion to an independent arbitrator 
instead of the mayoral-appointed 
Police Commission. Officers could 
not resort to arbitration in cases in 
which citizens had complained of 
police brutality.

Leaders of the police union tes­
tified Monday that the proposal 
would speed up the disciplinary 
process. Police ofncials said out­
side arbitrators would not be ac­
countable to the public and would 
lack esqjertise in police matters.

But the question that seemed to 
bother several supervisors most 
was: Who would have more rights 
under the new system, an accused 
sexual harasser or the alleged vic­
tim?

<tfThe way the bill is written now, 
if it's stalking or sexual harassment 
within the department, it doesn’t  
have to go to the OCC or the (Po­
lice) Commission. It can go directly

to arbitration,M said Supervisor Su­
san Leal, one of several board 
members who pushed for the delay. 
‘*The victim can’t  stop it from go­
ing to arbitration.”

Supervisor Tom Ammiano, who 
wrote the proposed Charter 
amendment, said after the meeting 
that he was prepared to drop the 
arbitration provision and the limit 
on promotions for officers who 
have been disciplined to gain sup­
port for the overall proposal.

For the proposed Charter 
amendment to qualify for the No­
vember election, the 11-member 
board must agree to it by next 
Monday.

“If there’s not a way to remedy, 
Fd like to go back to my original,** 
Ammiano said. <4Now that the mo­
mentum is there, I*d rather contin­
ue than delay (until a later elec- 
tion).’’
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C ity and C ounty of San Francisco  O ffice of the C ity Attorney
Louise H. Renne 
City Attorney

Michael e, O lsen 
Deputy C nr Attorney

Direct Dial： (415) 554.4257

FACSIMILE CO VER SHEET
%

M onday, July ] 7 ,1995; Time: 10:42 AM

TO : J a c k i e  K e y s

T e l :  4 - 5 7 3 4  
P a x ： 5 5 4 - フ0 3 4

RE: Resolution

MESSAGE： revised per our discussion.

We are transmitting a total of S pages,
including this cover sheet. If you did not receive all of the pages or there is 
another problem, please call me or Carlos Crisologo at (415) 554-4297.

CONFIDENTIALITY NOTE
THIS AND ANY ACCOMPANYING PAGES CONTAIN INFORMATION FROM THE SAN FRANCISCO 

CITY ATTOHNE^S OFFICE WHICH IS CONFIDENTIAL AND PRIVILEGED. THE INFORMATION IS 
INTENDED FOR THE USE OP THE INDIVIDUAL OR ENTITY NAMED ABOVE, IP YOU ARE NOT THE 
INTENDED RECIPIENT, THEN BE AWARE THAT ANY DISCLOSURE, COPYING, DISTRIBUTION OR USE
OF THE ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENT (OR THE INFORMATION CONTAINED IN IT) IS PROHIBITED.
IP YOU HAVE RECEIVED THIS FACSIMILE TRANSMISSION IN ERROR, PLEASE NOTIFY OtJR 
OFFICES IMMEDIATELY SO THAT WE CAW ARRAMGB FOR RETRIEVAL AT NO COST TO YOU.

Fox Plaza • 1390 M arket Street, Fifth Floor • San Fra n c isc o , C alifornia 94102-5408 
Reception： (415) 554-4283 • facsimile: (415) 554-4248
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» RESOLUTION REGARDING POLICE ACCOmJTABTT.Tyy
WHEREAS# on Sunday, June 4 , 1995, Western Addition resident 

Aaron Williams died in the custody of San Francisco Police 
Officers/

WHEREAS, witnesses report that a number of the 12 San 
Francisco Police Officers who took custody of Mr. Williams beat, 
kicked, and pepper-sprayed him； and

WHEREAS, despite San Francisco Police Department Policy, 
none of the 12 San Francisco Police Officers present washed the 
pepper-spray residue from Mr. Williams^ face, nor monitored his 
breather, nor called an ambulance when Mr. Williams' breathing 
became impaired； and

一  WHEREAS, the homicide investigator responsible for 
determining whether any of the officers present should have been 
charged with criminal wrongdoing referred to the late Mr.
Williams as a wbumw ； and

WHEREAS, one of the police officers involved in Williams 
incident was Marc Andaya, who as an Oakland Police Officer was 
subject to a lawsuit for the shooting of Jerry Stancil, an 
African-American； mentally ill, unarmed man, and who as an 
Oakland Police Officer was the subject of a number of community 
complaints and disciplinary investigations； and

WHEREAS, notwithstanding Officer Andaya^ known history of 
improper and violent conduct, the San Francisco Police Department 
hired him; and

WHEREAS, the Office of Citizens" Complaints# charged with 
investigating citizen complaints about San Francisco police 
officers, is plagued by backlogs and is incapable of 3r©spondincj' 
timely to 日uch complaints; and

WHEREAS, in a up to 70 percent of those cases where the 
Office of Citizens/ Complaints puirsii©s 3ind finis police officer 
misconduct t the Chief of the Ssin Francisco Police D©pa3rtrn6nt has 
responded either by taking no action； and

I WHEREAS# the publicity surrounding the Williams incident, 
the hiring and retention of Officers with known propensities for 
misconduct, the inability of the Office of Citijzene, Complaint日 
to process timely or adequately citizens# concerns about the

1 Hr\00Vt：»Ji\MauS8M\ROMlD\XBIM9Ol.DSC ..
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Police, and the San Francisco Police Departments response to 
〇 icer misconduct contribute to a perception that San Francisco 
police officers are not held accountable for violations of the
ごw, rules and regulations of their profession, or the rights ofthe citizens and residents of the City- and 

\  •
WHEREAS, the perceived lack of accountability undermines the

confidence of the City^s residents and citizens in their Police Department； and

WHEREAS, it i日 the interest of this Board of Supervisor日 andthe people of the City and County of Ssm Francisco to maintain 
the highest atandards of Police Officer professionalism and to 
sustain the confidence of the people of this City in the San 
Francisco Police Department and all of its members；

[T在日k F o r c e  ]
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OP SUPERVISORS OP THE 

CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO that the Board of Supervisors 
shall appoint a ta.sk force to develop a. five-yeai* plan to 
implement a strategy of comprehensive community policing and 
public safety for the City and County of San Francisco. This

\ task forデe shall be known as the Coinpreheii日ive Community Policing\  and Public Safety Strategy Task Force (CCPPSS). The CCPPSS task 
force, coitiprising cornrnunity and City representatives, shall 
oversee implementation of the five-year plan and report the 
suggestions, plans, and concerns of the task force and the 

'  community regularly to the Bo白rd of Supervisors*
The CCPPSS task force shall consist of 15 regular members 

and four ex-officio members. Eleven of the 15 regular members of 
the CCPPSS task force are to be appointed by the Board of
Supervisors and shall geographically and ethnically represent
those who are disproportionately and inequitably impacted by acts 
of police misconduct xn San Francisco； the remaining 4 of the IS 
members shall comprise one representative each from the Office of 
Citizen Complaints; the Office of the Mayor, the Police Officers 
Association, and the Officers for Justice* The four ex-officio 
members of the CCPPSS task force shall comprise the Chief of 
Police {pr his or her designated representative) and three 
members of the Board of Supervisors.

Th© meinbsrs of the CCPPSS tzssk force shall b® appointed by September 1 , 1995.

2 Hs\e〇v*w?\M〇t#8BW\b<5juiD\iaanfcoi.D〇c
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The CCPPSS tssk f〇jrc& shall within 60 days 3T©p〇rt to the 
Board of Supervisors regarding its methodology for development 
and implementation of the five-year plan for the development of a 
Comprehensive Community Policing and Public Safety Strategy； the 
task force shall report to the Board of Supervisors within one
yeay the proposals of the task force for immediate action to bereviewed and voted on by the Board of Supervisors.

Thereafter, the CCPPSS task force shall report to the Board 
of Supervisor's front txme to time for all purposes.

The task force shall cease to exist on September lr 2001.
[OCC Review]
BE IT PUHTHER RESOLVED that ‘the Board of Supervisors shall

develop the process necessary to result in policy changes which 
would empower the Office of Citizen Complaints to implement its 
disciplinary action consistent with the Peace Officers7 Bill of 
Rights enforced by and under the direction of the Human Rights 
^Commission with an additional emphasis relating to issues in the 
Unfinished Agenda. ^Two-Hundred Fifty^Thousand Dollars^($250,〇〇〇) 
shall be earmarked for the Human Rights Commission for staffing 
and developing the process for on-going communication between the 
^Police Commission, Board of Supervisors, Office of Citizen 
complaints, the community and the CCPPSS.

[Removal from Street Duty]
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Board of Supervisors 

the Mayor to request that the San Francisco Police Commission, in 
order to support public confidence in the Police Department, 
uniformly enforce the policy that police officers who are subject 
to serious claims of excessive force be immediately reassigned to 
minimize their public contact during the pendency of such 
investigations.

3 M:\6dVIRK\MWJEII\lldAIOVlC8RHOOi.BOC — 3«-JUL-»»
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2 Families Want Cop Fired
Relatives say 
he beat son, 
killed another

By Thaai Walker
Chronicle S tu ff W riter

The Sullivans* son was shot to 
death by a San Francisco police of­
ficer in 1993. The Rices say their 
son was beaten and maced by that 
same officer just a few months
ago.

Now, the two families have 
come together and filed formal 
complaints with a San Francisco 
police watchdog agency to tell the 
Police Department that they want 
that officer, William Wohler, off 
the force. In April, San Francisco 
made an out-of-court settlement of 
almost $a»0,000 with the family of 
Brian Sullivan, who was shot to 
death by Wohler as the officer 
tried to apprehend Sullivan in the 
Excelsior.

seeking a thorough investigation 
of Wohler and also, based- on his 
prior record, seeking from the 
(complaints office) a recommenda­
tion that lie be immediately re­
moved from the department.'*

Wohler, a 25-year-veteran of 
the force, is assigned to Ingleside 
Station. He is on vacation and 
could not be reached for comment 
yesterday. Police Department 
spokeswoman Barbara Davis said 
only that Police Chief Anthony Ri­
bera Mneeds to review the matter**

We are ..seeking  a  
recommendation 
that (William 
Wohler) be 
immediately 
removed from  the 
department"

— RANDOLPH DAAR, 
'  FAMILIES' ATTORNEY

Then, two weeks after the Sulli­
van case settlement, Wohler beat 
and kicked Guy Rice, a 16-year-old 
who had been a friend of Sullivan, 
according to lawyers for Sullivan's 
family. Yesterday, members of the 
Sullivan and Rice families filed 
complaints against Wohler with 
the Police Department’s Office of 
Citizen Complaints.

“Why 
丨000 and t 
same thi

ly should the city pay $300,- 
ld then let this guy off so the 

ling could happen all over 
again?" asked Randolph Daar, a 

. lawyer for both families. **We are.

and that an official statement 
would be issued today.

To back up their claims, the 
families yesterday displayed color 
photos depicting head and facial 
bruises Rice says he suffered after 
being beaten by Wohler on April 
29. One picture showed what 
looked like a boot mark behind the 
teen's left ear.

Daar said Rice was sprayed, 
beaten and kicked by Wohler after 
the officer cornered Rice in alley

4<as Rice tried to give up." Daar also 
said Wohler was trying to appre­
hend and arrest Rice at the time, 
but would not comment on why.

Gloria Rice, the teenager’s 
mother, said it was “scary” |to come 
forward and accuse a police offi­
cer of wrongdoing. But, she said： "I 
felt I had to, thinking about Brian 
— it could happen to another kid.M

Wohler was responding to a 
call about a man with a gun when 
he confronted Sullivan on July 15, 
1993. Wohler told investigators 
that Sullivan was carrying a shot­
gun at the time. A chase ensued, 
and Wohler followed Sullivan to 
Sullivan's home on Madrid Street, 
where the young man tried to es­
cape through the garage, out 
through the backyard and onto 
the roof.

There, Sullivan collapsed. He
was apprehended after one of sev­
eral shots fired by Wohler severed 
a main artery to his heart. Wohler 
later said the shot that killed Sulli­
van was one of several he had fired 
at Sullivan through the garage 
door. But ttie family’s attorneys 
say that based on evidence, the fa­
tal bullet was fired from below Sul­
livan as he scrambled up a ladder 
leading to the roof.

The attorneys also claim that 
following Sullivan's killing, the de­
partment engaged in a <4biased in­
vestigation (of the shooting inci- 
dent) designed from the outset to 
clear Wohler."

**The investigation of Wohler 
appeared to be more of an effort to 
exonerate him than getting at the 
truth,n Daar said.
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on police training.”
4<The civilian witnesses say he 

was limp, flaccid, not moving and 
didn^ seem to be taking any ac­
tion. PoUce say they thought he 
was shamming ~  that he recogniz­
ed he was now under arrest,0 Ste­
phens added. In fact, he said, Wil- 
liams Mwas in trouble and was spi- 
raling down.

MI was impressed by some of 
the witnesses who didn^ have an 
ax to grind, and they all said the 
same thing 一  that he appeared to 
be immobile and nonresponsive af­
ter he was handcuffed and on the 
ground,M the medical examiner ad­
ded.

<4So he was either unconscious 
or on his way to being unconscious 
shortly after he was handcuffed. 
Even if the paramedics had been 
there, there may not have been 
much they could do once the excit­
ed delirium process is advanced to 
that point. Of all the reported cas­
es of excited delirium I am aware 
of in the literature, once patients 
have lost body and temperature 
control, they typically die regard­
less of what supportive care is giv-

About 45 minutes after his 
death, Williams* body temperature 
was still about 103 degrees 一  indi* 
eating that his body had lost its 
ability to regulate temperature. 
'"That supports the excited deliri­
um finding/* Stephens said.

He added that experts believe 
that cocaine, when combined with 
physical and psychological stress, 
can bring on the excited delirium 
condition in which **the body can 
lose control of its cardiac ability, 
its ability to regulate temperature 
and possibly respiration.”

In addition, Stephens said it 
was his conclusion about the gravi­
ty of Williams* state when he was 
placed in the van that prompted 
him to decide that "positional as-, 
phyxia” 一• being placed in a 
cramped position that bloclced 
breathing — was only a possible 
factor in the death and not a defi­
nite contributing c a u s e . .

“There is one witness who 
claims that after the van doors 
closed, he heard Williams cry out 
*help me, help m e/ but no other 
witnesses, including his sister Kim­
berly a few feet away, heard that/1 
Stephens said. *'None of the police 
heard it, and none of the other wit­
nesses/*

Several agencies, including the

kroner Reaches New Conclusion
FBI and the civilian-run Office of 
Citizen Complaints, are investigat­
ing the death of Williams, a black 
man whose case has become a ral­
lying cry for some groups in the 
African American community 
who say the department has a long 
history of racism.
、 None of these agencies has an­

nounced final conclusions on the 
circumstances surrounding Wil­
liams' death June 4 after a fight 
w th  police on Bush Street in front

of his Western Addition apart­
ment. Some witnesses have said 
police used the proper amount of 
force to restrain Williams,

John Crew, a staff lawyer with 
the American Civil Liberties 
Union, bas said that police clearly 
violated their own regulations 
when they failed to monitor Wil­
liams' breathing carefully and 
placed him alone in the back of the 
van. for transport to the Richmond 
District police station.

Coroner Thinks Williams 
Unconscious When Put in Van

By Susan Sward 
Chronicle SU\ff Writer

San Franciscofs medical ex­
aminer said yesterday that offi­
cers may have unknowingly 
placed an already unconscious, 
rapidly failing burglary suspect 
into the back of a police van 
without realizing what civilian 
witnesses saw clearly — that 
the man was in very bad medi­
cal shape.

Dr. Boyd Stephens said wit­
nesses' statements have 
prompted him to conclude that 
Aaron Williams, a 35-year-old 
San Francisco man who died 
within hours of his arrest, prol> 
ably was unconscious when he 
was placed in tue van.

Some witnesses and the Wil­
liams family have alleged that 
police beat Williams and then 
failed to take the bloodied man 
to the hospital. Police leaders 
acknowledge some doubts 

. about the handling of Williams

after he was subdued but say he 
was a violent suspect who injur­
ed three officers who arrested 
him.

On Friday, Stephens an­
nounced his conclusion that 
Williams died because of a co­
caine-related condition iknown 
as ^excited delirium,M a condi­
tion that can cause respiratory 
and cardiac failure. Yesterday 
he said the cocaine found in 
Williams* bloodstream was <4by 
itself not sufficient to be le- 
thal.”

Describing the scene follow­
ing the police fight with Wil­
liams, Stephens said, "None of 
the police officers has admitted 
recognizing there was a prob­
lem (with Williams' condition at 
the time he was placed in the 
van), but we have civilian wit­
nesses 50 to 60 feet away that 
recognized there was a prob­
lem, so I think we have to focus

WILLIAMS： P ageA 12C ol.3
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S.F. Backs Ballot Plan 
To Police Cops Better
Supervisors try to lift public conndence

By Clarence Johnson 
Chronicle S to ff Writer

Troubled by ongoing communi-- 
ty uproar about police conduct, 
the San Francisco Board of Super­
visors yesterday endorsed a dou­
ble-barrel ballot measure designed 
to increase scrutiny of the Police 
Department and to boost public 
confidence in the watchdog agen­
cy that oversees officers.

After weeks of public debate 
and closed-door wrangling, the 
board approved a proposed char­
ter amendment that would make 
the Office of Citizen Complaints di­
rectly accountable to the Board of 
Supervisors and make the Police 
Department—rather than the city 
一  pay out of its own budget what 
typically are millions of dollars: 
each year in misconduct claims, j

Supervisor Tom Ammiano 
crafted the legislation in response 
to numerous concerns not only 
about police 4>ut also about the Of­
fice of Citizen Complaints, ability 
to adequately investigate and pro­
cess charges against officers accus­
ed of misconduct.

Only Supervisor Tom Hsieh 
voted against the measure because 
he said it added too much clutter 
to the city charter. The supervisors 
have drafted another ballot mea­
sure to streamline the huge docu­
ment.

Other supervisors insisted that 
soihething needs to be done about 
the OCC. The agency has a backlog 
of cases, some of them more than 
two years old. The lag time be­
tween an alleged misdeed and an 
OCC finding in such a complaint is 
so long that Chief Anthony Ribera 
conceded yesterday that he often 
does not discipline officers even 
when a complaint is finally sus­
tained against them.

MWe have a great OCC on pa­
per, but full implementation of it 
has been thwarted/* said Ammi­
ano. <(This a small but important 
step because the public is demand­
ing it and because good cops don^t 
want their reputations tainted ei- 
ther.”

The measure headed for the 
November ballot would:

■ Require the mayor to select 
only an OCC director who has been 
nominated by the Police Commis­
sion. The nominee would then 
have to be approved by the super­
visors.

■ Require mandatory staffing 
levels for the OCC.

■ Require quarterly reports to 
the board from the OCC director.

■ Require that monetary set­
tlements resulting from police mis­
conduct claims be taken directly

BOARDWATCH
A t its weekly meeting yesterday, the San hrancisco Board o f Supervi­
sors：
Approved:
M  A  measure for the November 
ballot that would regulate city 
taxicab services. Among other 
things, it would set fares, establish 
requirements for taxi permits and 
create a centralized dispatch ser­
vice to ensure availability. (Vote：
6 to 5 with supervisors Mabel 
Teng/Angela AliotO/ Tom Hsieh, 
Barbara Kaufman and Susan Leal 
opposed.)
■  A  resolution urging the San 
Francisco Unified School District, 
ihe Community College District 
and the.city to take steps to edu­
cate the public about their legal 
rights as they relate to Proposition 
187, the measure designed to de­
ny illegal immigrants public edu- 
cation and most social services.
■  A  resolution ordering an annu­

al audit of the controllers books. 
(Vote： 11 to 0).
■  A  resolution approving a spe­
cial transit fare agreement be­
tween the city and BART for the 
continued use of the Muni Fast 
Past for trips within the city on 
BART.
Something On Which We A ll 
Agree：
■  urm sure he understands, as 
we understand, that bad police 
officers harm public safely/^ said 
Supervisor W illie Kennedy to Po­
lice Chief Anthony Ribera. Kenne­
dy summoned Ribera before the 
Board of Supervisors to explain 
several issues in connection with 
the death of Aaron W illiams while 
in custody.

— CLARENCE JOHNSON

from the Police Department bud­
get. Currently, such payments 
come from the city's general fund.: 

Initially, the measure contain­
ed harsh disciplinary provisions 
such as barring officers deemed 
guilty of wrongdoing from promo­
tion within two years of a miscon­
duct conviction.

But, spurred by objections 
from the Police Officers Associa­
tion, all disciplinary aspects of the 
measure were scrapped,

(<Do I wish that stuff was in the 
ballot measure? A bsolutelysaid 
John Crew of the American Civil 
Liberties Union, **But it is a very 
strong measure without it. I hope 
the p 5 a  will support it. They have

communicated to me that they 
will.”

Ammiano said the death of 
Aaron Williams, who died while in 
police custody; the New Year’s Eve 
police rsdd on a gay warehouse 
party, and the death of Brian Sulli­
van, who was shot by police in 1993 
are among several recent inci­
dents that have eroded public 
trust in the police and the watch­
dog agency.

“The timing of this legislation 
was not planned, but trag ica llj^  
these things happened/' said Am­
miano. **But this only the begin­
ning. Some of the more discipline 
ary like denial of promotions still 
need to be looked into.”

Heidi Fleiss Money Laundering Trial Draws to a Close
A ssociated Press

Los Angeles
Heidi Fleiss either ran (<the 

most expensive dating service in 
the history of the world** or was a 
pimp who hid thousands of dollars 
in prostitution income, a prosecu­
tor said yesterday in closing argu­
ments of the Hollywood madam*s 
money laundering trial.

Countering defense sugges* 
tions that Fleiss was merely a <(go 
between** f or rich men and beauti­
ful women who simply wanted 
“companionship,” Assistant U.S. 
Attorney Mark Holscher insisted 
that Fleiss ran an international sex 
ring.

Using bank transactions and a 
bogus real estate deal, she launder­
ed more than $300,000 in prostitu­
tion proceeds, the prosecutor said.

Fleiss' 1992 income tax return 
showing $33,000 in income was a 
lie, Holscher said. He noted that 
Fleiss made $7,000 monthly mort­
gage payments that year and con­
trolled about $600,000 in bank a& 
counts at the time.

“Everyone should pay their 
taxes,” Holscher said. “Period.”

Fleiss was convicted on state

pandering charges in December 
and sentenced to three years in 
jail. She faces about five more 
years if convicted on the federal 
charges of money laundering, tax 
evasion, conspiracy and bank 
fraud. Jury deliberations are 
scheduled to begin at 8 a.m. today.

In three weeks of testimony, 
some Fleiss clients — including ac­
tor Charlie Sheen and former Den­
ver Nuggets owner Sidney Shlenk- 
er — admitted paying Fleiss thou­
sands of dollars for prostitutes. 
Three prostitutes spoke of $10,000 
jobs and international sex junkets.

Fleiss never tookthe stand^But 
her attorneys said the evidence 
failed to show she broke the law.

Defense attorney Tom Holliday _ 
attacked the credibility of prose•’ 
cution witnesses —- particularly 
prostitutes and their clients — in 
his closing argument. He also sug­
gested that Fleiss should be seen as 
someone who bringing consenting 
adults together, not as someone 
running a prostitution ring.

He said the government's wit­
nesses have serious credibility 
problems.

^Everyone has a reason not to_

be telling the truth,M Holliday said. 
“Every single one of them should: 
be viewed very carefully, very sus- 
piciously.M He noted that one key 
witness — prostitute Samantha 
Burdette — bad a prior drug con­
viction and that many prostitutes 
and customers alike testified un- 
der immunity.

- But  the prosecutors stayed 
close to the paper trail of canceled 
checks, questionable loan applica* 
tions and revealing real estate pa­
pers. Even though many Fleiss cli­
ents paid in cash, enough wrote 
personal checks to illuminate the 
money flow. パ S

MSome of the money, quite hon­
estly, we haven't been able to 
find，’’ Assistant U.S. Attorney Ale­
jandro Mayorkas said in his ciosing 
argument. Bank records, however, 
showed that Fleiss deposited 
scores of prostitution checks in 
her sister Shana and father Paul's 
accounts, he said. Much of that 
money was later withdrawn to buy 
a $1.6 million estate, Mayorkas 
said.

The elder Fleiss, a prominent 
pediatrician, was Mup to his nose in 
debtM and served as a '-straw buy-

er** for the property at Heidi's urg­
ing, he said. A loan application list­
ing Paul Fleiss as the buyer was a 
criminal scheme Mto have all this 
money and conceal it from the In­
ternal Revenue Service and the 
government, who would give her 
trouble/' Mayorkas said.

Holliday conceded Heidi Fleiss 
paid for much of the estate she 
lived in but said it was a ^family 
investment,M not a money launder­
ing scheme. The defense also con> 
tended that her income tax return, 
although “not a  model of clarity,” 
was accurate.

If anything, Holliday said, Hei­
di Fleiss should be allowed to claim 
significant business expenses 
is entitled to a refund.

Mayorkas said that under 
kind of reasoning, Bonnie and 
Clyde could claim their getaway 
car as a business expense. He said 
Fleiss earned at least $148,000 that 
year — and probably “a heck of a 
lot more” 一  and told one accoun­
tant she had “zero” expenses.

<4But it doesn^ make a differ­
ence to the Internal Revenue Ser­
vice how you earn your money/1 
Mayorkas said.

Jordan’s Accusations 
Anger M uni Drivers

rules. Among their proposals: 
Have Muni hire more drivers to 
reduce overtime and put 61 
drivers who are doing xPOStly 
administrative work behind the 
wheel full time.

The union also wants more 
than 200 additional police offi­
cers, more mechanics, and 
more street supervisors to pre> 
vent of buses.

MWe*ve got one of the tough­
est jobs/* said Joe Barnes, presi­
dent of the drivers1 union. MWe 
work with bad equipment . . .

By Catherine Bowman 
Chronicle S tq ff Writer

More than 100 frustrated 
Municipal Railway drivers and 
their supporters held a rally 
outside City Hall yesterday, 
shortly before union leaders 
and Mayor Frank Jordan at­
tended a tense meeting to start 
hammering out a new contract.

Labor leaders are angry that 
Jordan made public a letter to 
the union in which he accused 
some drivers of misconduct and 
outlined his plan for improving 
Muni service. Yesterday, union 
leaders released their own plan 
for making the transit system 
better — and again accused the 
mayor of launching a ^racially 
motivated attack" on Muni driv­
ers and playing election-year 
politics.

<(If he thinks he can ride to 
victory on the backs of Muni 
drivers and workers, he’s on the 
wrong bus/* said Walter John­
son, secretary-treasurer of the 
San Francisco Labor Council. 
“If it’s necessary we will have 
thousands of people in the 
street and there will be no buses 
moving (and have) a lot of stress. We*re 

always shorthanded. We ace not 
Both sides are scheduled to ^ th e  problem.** 
et again Friday. The dead- %

(I f he thinks he can 
ride to victory on 
the backs o f Muni 
drivers and 
workers，he’s on 
the wrong bus，

-W ALTER JOHNSON, 
S.F. LABOR COUNCIL

me
line for reaching an agreement 
is August 25.

Jordan wants to change the 
work rules that govern how Mu­
ni drivers do their job. By ad­
dressing the number of missed 
runs, absenteeism, overtime 
and other policies, Jordan con­
tends, the city could recoup as 
much as $10 million a year to 
improve the transit system.

(<The system is too lenient 
and too loose,” Jordan said. “I 
don^ think there*s a transporta­
tion system around the country 
that would allow (these work 
rules).”

Union leaders say their plan 
could also save millions of dol­
lars — but without altering the

Jordan denied that his ef­
forts are racially motivated or 
that he is trying to use the con­
tract negotiations to win points 
with voters. As for the imion^ 
proposal, he said, some of their 
suggestions — such as hiring 
more drivers and more police 
— would cost money and result 
m no net savings■一

'The most effective way to 
reduce overtime is to make sure 
drivers show up for work，” the 
mayor said in a statement.

Although both sides say it is 
too early to talk about the possi­
bility of a strike, some drivers 
are already worried. Jordan 
said any driver who walks off 
the job could be fired. Jp f

Laim<

， More Affordable Homes 
Urqed for Santa Clara

C O LM A : Prominent Lawyer Investigated for Alleged Bribery
From Page A13

ano, press secretary to Attorney 
General Dan Lungren.

The case spotlights the rapid 
growth of card clubs, which pay a 
percentage of their take to the fi­
nancially strapped cities that li­
cense them. Millions of dollars are 
at stake for both club owners and 
cities.

The Peninsula town of Colma, 
famous for its 13 cemeteries, has 
1,200 residents.

The story of how it got into the 
card club business includes an 
election campaign in which most 
of the voters got free bus tours of 
gambling parlors and a Town 
Council that couldn't get a quo­
rum.

The card club was the brain­
child of Rene Medina, who for 20 
years has operated Lucky Tours, a 
bus company that runs shuttles 
from San Francisco to Reno casi­
nos.

i(l approached all the cities on 
the Peninsula, and they all turned 
me down except Colma,M Medina 
said yesterday.

The Town Council put the mat­
ter to a public vote in February 
1993.

During the campaign, Medina 
gave the council and the majority 
of the city*s voters Friday night 
bus tours of card clubs in San Bru­
no and San Jose.

Some supporters of the pro­
posed card club accused Artichoke 
Joe's, the San Bruno club and a po­
tential competitor, of moving an 
employee into town to mount an 
opposition campaign. Artichoke 
Joe’s did not respond to requests 
for comment.

The measure to allow a card 
club won 117 to 111 in a mail-in bal­
lot that required a recount, Over 
the next several months, tlie Town^

Council analyzed four card club 
proposals, picking Medina’s as tops 
in March 1994.

The second-place finishers 
were the two local businessmen^ 
Don Smith, an auto parts dealer 
and restaurateur, and Robert At_ 
wood, a landowner whose holdings 
include a golf course and ceme­
tery.

Smith is a world champion bac- 
carat player. Atwood, who owns 
the land where his proposed club 
would be built, said he does not 
gamble and did not like the idea of 
a card club in Colma, but thought 
he could build it to minimize the 
impact on the community.

Medina's 60-table club, to be 
called Lucky Chances, could more 
than double the budget of the city, 
which has no property tax but re­
lies on sales taxes generated at 13 
car dealerships and two large 
shopping centers.

Medina gave the council pro­
jections showing he expects to 
rake in $25 million a year by the 
third year of operation. He fore­
cast profits of $3.3 million for him« 
self and a partner and $3.5 million 
for the city each year.

The council gave Medina untU 
January 1995 to get a gaming per­
mit from the state.

It seemed more than enough 
time, but partly because the state 
is being deluged with applications, 
it did not come through.

That led to a critical emergen­
cy council meeting December 29. 
The meeting turned out to be one 
of the strangest the city has ever 
had.

Montgomery was there repre­
senting Smith and Atwood, who 
believed that if Medina could not 
meet the deadline, their partner­
ship was entitled to buM  the card 
club..

Medina was represented by his 
own high-powered, politically con­
nected lawyer, Michael Franchet- 
ti, who was once chief deputy at­
torney general and Governor 
George Deukmejian’s finance di­
rector.

The five-member council had 
already lost one member with the 
death of the city*s longtime mayor, 
Ted Kirschner, the previous Sep­
tember.

Two other members, Mayor 
Dennis Fisicaro and his wife, 
Helen Fisicaro, did not want to 
participate, citing a conflict of in­
terest The mayor, a landscape con- 
tractor, has done work on both 
Smith’s restaurant and Atwood’s 
cemetery.

That left only two members. 
City Attorney Roger Peters ruled 
that under the “rule of necessity，’’ 
a third member could provide a 
quorum, even with a conflict of in­
terest. The minutes of the meeting 
indicate that the lawyers got into a 
big battle on this point.

Finally, Peters flipped a coin to 
decide which of the Fisicaros 
would provide the quorum. The 
mayoSp won, but returned to the 
back of the room and did not vote,

The vote was 2 to 0 — ajnajori- 
ty of the those present to give 
Medina more time.

Montgomery filed a lawsuit 
challenging the decision.

News of the bribery investiga­
tion against Montgomery has not 
deterred the council. They plan to 
go forward with an August 16 
hearing on a use permit for Medi­
na, who finally received Ws state 
permit in May. He hopes to open 
his card club in October 1996.

*Tm speaking only for myself, 
but I don^t see any problem,?? said 
Councilman Piulip Lum,

Smith and Atwood saia they

w6re not aware Montgomery was 
talking with legislators and learn­
ed of the investigation only when 
contacted by a reporter. They said 
they went to Montgomery because 
he was the leading card-club attor­
ney in the state.

“When we hired him, we 
checked him out and he was OK,” 
Smith said. (<He had a good reputa­
tion. This is totally surprising/*

They have fired him and plan 
to proceed with the lawsuit using a 
new lawyer. It is due to be heard 
San Mateo County Superior Court 
in November,

By Maria Alicia Gaura 
Chronicle South B ay Bureau

Local governments in Santa 
Clara County were urged yester­
day to change their zoning regula* 
tions to encourage the construc­
tion of smaller, more affordable 
homes.

A study released yesterday by 
the Santa Clara Valley Manufac­
turing Group identified the last re­
maining scraps of undeveloped 
land in the valley. It concluded 
that Santa Clara County should 
build 52,287 homes within the next 
five years to strike a balance be­
tween jobs and housing.

Failure to do so, the report said, 
could jeopardize the area's healthy 
economy.

Despite the availability of Sili­
con Valley jobs, thousands of 
workers are unable to afford 
homes in the area and are forced 
into lengthy commutes. The cost 
of
on many comps

housing has also put a damper 
l many companies* expansion

plans and has hurt recruitment ef> 
forts.

The report notes that the medi-, 
an home price in Santa Clara 
County was $230,000 in 1990, com­
pared with a national average of 
$95,000. The California Association 
of Realtors estimates that only 36 
percent of county households 
could afford to buy a  median- 
priced home in 1993.

Among the report's recommen* 
dations：

■ Cities should encourage 
builders to put up small, inexpen­
sive homes on small lots.

■ Higtniensity condominium- 
style homes should be clustered 
close to transit hubs, to encourage 
ridership and to offer the best val­
ue for the public's transit dollars.

■ Some industrial parcels 
should be converted to mixed resi­
dential-commercial use, allowing 
workers to live near their jobs and 
encouraging the use of public tran* 
sit.
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Les， I  w an t to help stop  ra c is t p o lice  violence.
H ere a re  m y 1991 NAARPR M em bership dues.

□ Individual $10/year □  Sustaining $25/year
□ Contributing $50/year □  Supporting $100/year
□ Life-Time $500 (one time)

H ere is m y con tribu tion  o f
□ $500 □ $100 □ $50 □ $25 or $ __________________

N am e______________________________________________________

A ddress___________________________________________________

City/State/Zip________________________________________________

Telephone ( )___________________________________________



National Alliance Against 
Racist &  Political Repression 
11 John Street, Room 702 
New York, N.Y.10038



From the Desk of 
CHARLENE MITCHELL 

Executive Director

Spring,1991

Dear sisters & brothers：

The Los Angeles police lynch-mob attack 
on Rodney King, an African American 
man, has put the problem of police 
violence on the national consciousness.

We need your support to move from con­
sciousness to struggle. The enclosed 
Organizer is a lesson in what is possible.

Most police violence is racist violence.
The anti-genocide law has to be en­

forced against all who violate it. Our 
Alliance program for civilian control of 
the police can not only punish but help 
prevent such attacks.

Please send as large a contribution as 
possible. Pay your 1991 dues if you 
haven't done so, and pay above the 
basic rate if you can. We urge you to 
add your strength to ours.

In unity and struggle,

。ふ* 么，*_
Charlene Mitchell

NATIONAL ALLIANCE AGAINST 
RACIST & POLITICAL REPRESSION 

11 John Street, Room 702 
New York, NY 10038 212/406-3330
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The killing of a young African American 
man by Las Vegas, Nevada police has spark­
ed a movement to establish a Citizens- 
Police Control Board for that metropolitan 
area. The new Las Vegas Branch of the 
NAARPR has been a key organizer. In a re­
cent local television survey, 70 percent of 
the people interviewed now favor the Con­
trol Board.

At an October news conference called to 
announce the drive for a Citizens-Police 
Control Board, Dr. James Tate, Chair of the 
Las Vegas NAARPR Branch and national 
Executive Board member, told reporters, 
'The well-known motto of To serve and 
protect， must be reestablished here, and the 
motto To intimidate and terrorize’ must be 
discarded.”

Tate continued, “The time has come for a 
Citizens-Police Control Board for the Met­
ropolitan Police Department.. .We use the 
term ‘control， as opposed to ‘review’. . .  with 
a clear understanding that a control board 
does more than review what an officer 
does.”

As proposed, the Control Board would set

policies for police conduct and have review 
and subpoena powers to deal with problems 
that occur. Tate, a physician, compared 
such oversight to the role of the Board of 
Medical Examiners for the medical profes­
sion.

On July 31,1990, three Las Vegas police 
officers seized the keys from a woman friend 
of Charles Bush and entered Bush's house 
without a warrant Bush was sleeping in the 
house at the time. In the stru^le that en­
sued, Bush was strangled by the police.

The police apparently waited nearly three 
hours before calling the coroner. When the 
Coroners Inquest was held, the police of­
ficers were exonerated.

Las Vegas police have a history of racist 
attacks in the African American and Latino 
communities. Many in the labor movement 
will remember their brutal beating of strik­
ing hotel workers a few years ago.

Support for the call for a Citizens-Police 
Control Board has come from the Las Vegas 
Chapters of the National Medical Associa­
tion, the National Bar Association, the Nev­
ada American Civil Liberties Union, the Las

Vegas NAARPR, and the Las Vegas African 
American Summit Committee, an alliance of 
20 community organizations including the 
NAACP.

Our Las Vegas NAARPR Breinch is circu­
lating a petition that states, uWe, the under­
signed citizens of the state of Nevada, after 
witnessing the shamefull and consistently il­
legal conduct of the Metropolitan Police De­
partment, do hereby join in the demand for 
the creation of a Police Citizens Control 
Board immediately.” Over 6000 signatures 
have already been collected.

Cont. on Page 4

Demand Parole for Johnny Imani Harris
In spite of his capital conviction having 

been reversed and the indictment dismissed; 
in spite of being 9 years overdue for parole 
on his original convictions under Alabama^ 
paroles practices, Johnny Imani Harris re­
mains in prison in Alabama. His case re­
mains a brutal example of the racist and 
anti-working class bias of the so-called crim­
inal justice sytem.

Now members of the Alabama Board of 
Pardons and Paroles indicate there will be a 
hearing on Hams7 parole application in May. 
The Birmingham NAARPR Branch and our 
national office are organizing a delegation 
to meet with the Board as soon as possible 
and urge Harris’ release. Once again we Johnny Im ani Harris

must organize a campaign of letters and res­
olutions demanding freedom for Johnny 
Imani Harris.

The case began when Harris’s family 
moved into a previously all-white neighbor­
hood in Birmingham in 1970. They were 
immediately targeted tor harassment by the 
KKK and the police (not too different at that 
time). Harris was charged with 4 robberies 
and the rape of a white woman. His court- 
appointed attorneys did virtually nothing to 
prepare a defense and persuaded him to 
plead guilty rather than risk a death sen­
tence.

Harris was sent to Atmore prison to serve 
Cont. on Page 4



Charlene Mitchell 
NAARPR Executive Director

Police crimes like the LAPD lynch-mob 
attack on Rodney King, the killing of Fed­
erico Pereira by the New York police, and 
the strangulation of Charles Bush by Las 
Vegas police can be stopped.

Police violence against Africcin Amer­
icans, Native Americans, Latinos, and Asian 
Americans in particular, and against work-

NAAF
Racist

Racist violenee has been on the rise in 
Chicago just as in the rest of the country. 
The Chicago NAARPR Branch has taken 
the lead in mobilizing protests and won an 
important partial victory.

On August 1,1990, four African American 
young men and women were returning from 
the beach. It was late and they were looking 
for a place to eat. When they entered Fat 
Albert's Bar in the Bridgeport section of the 
city, they were assaulted first verbally, then 
physically by the bar patrons who were 
white. The young people were chased into 
the street. A white man, later identified as 
Philip Carioto, fired a pistol in the air, then 
pointed it in the face of one of the young 
people, but it would not fire.

The group of young people managed to

、l  o f the Police 一  The Time is Now
ing people in general has exploded across 
the country. In the name of fighting crime, 
the police have placed themselves above the 
law. They have declared themselves judge, 
jury, and—all too often—executioner. The 
March 25 decision by the Reagan-Bush ma­
jority of the U.S. Supreme Court to allow 
courtroom use of coerced confessions can 
only encourage more criminal actions by the 
police.

This reality and the Los Angeles video­
taping are creating a new consciousness and 
a new urgency.

We must be clear on the solution: the 
police must be made acc 'ntable to the peo­
ple they are sworn to protect. In every city, 
country and state there must be indepen­
dent, elected, civilian boards to establish 
civilian control over the police. Such boards 
must have the power to investigate com­
plaints against tiie police, including sub­
poena power. They must have disciplinary 
powers as well as authority to oversee gen­
eral police policies and practices, guarantee 
non-discriminatory recruitment, develop 
training procedures, etc.

Prosecuting and punishing the police offi­
cers guilty of recent highly publicized crimes 
is important, and we support that demand.

We say to President Bush that if he is truly 
<<sickened>, by the actions of the police de­

partment run by his "all-American hero,v 
LA Police Chief Daryl Gates, he should take 
action. The U.S. Congress passed the Prox- 
mire anti-genocide law in 1988. This law 
specifically forbids and punishes attacks de­
signed to destroy a racial minority. Bush and 
his Attorney-General Richard Thornburgh 
have failed to prosecute a single case under 
this historic law. We say to President Bush, 
“Prosecute police officials and officers for 
the genocide they are attempting.”

Public hearings called by Congressional 
committee or by state or local bodies play an 
important role by shining the light of public 
scrutiny on police crimes. We support and 
will help to push for such hearings.

But our Alliance has had nearly 20 years 
of experience in this struggle. We held a na­
tional peopled hearing on police crimes in 
Los Angeles 10 years ago. We have seen too 
clearly that one-half, one-fourth and one- 
eighth measures don^ solve the problem. 
That special experience places upon our 
organization a special responsibility.

The answer to repression is democracy. 
The solution to police crimes is democratic, 
civilian control over the police. Now is the 
time to join with millions of people outraged 
by what they see in Los Angeles and in their 
own cities. Now is the time to unite, organ­
ize, struggle and win.

tPR Organizes 
Violence

get into their car. They were surrounded 
and the windows smashed before they could 
escape. It was only luck that prevented 
another Howard Beach or Bensonhurst 
tragedy. They went directly to the police to 
report the attack.

Police took 10 days after the identification 
of Carioto to file any charges. Then they 
charged him with aggravated assault and 
ethnic intimidation, not attempted murder 
as he should have been. He has never been 
arrested. Police say he is out of their juris­
diction, so obviously they know where he is.

As soon as they heard about the attack, 
the Chicago NAARPR Branch contacted 
the victims and called a meeting to plan a 
response. Twenty people came to the meet- 

Cont. on Page 4
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New M otion F iled  in  P e ltie r Case

On December 3，1990, attorneys for 
American Indian Movement leader Leonard 
Peltier filed a Writ of Habeas Corpus on his 
behalf in Federal District Court in Kansas 
City, KS. The government has changed its 
story on the case, but wants to keep Peltier 
in prison anyway.

Leonard Peltier was convicted on charges 
that he was the person who approached two 
FBI agents and shot them at close range on 
the Pine Ridge Reservation in 1975. Subse­
quently, FBI records obtained through the 
Freedom of Information act proved that Pel­
tiers rifle was not the one used to kill the 
agents. The FBI concealed this evidence at 
the time of the trial and intimidated defense 
witnesses. Peltier and other AIM leaders had 
been targeted by the FBI’s infamous COIN- 
TELPRO program.

Now the government admits that it can't 
prove who killed the FBI agents. But it con­
tends Peltier would have been convicted 
anyway as an “aider and abettor•” Since 
Peltier was not allowed to introduce evi­
dence to counter this charge at his trial, he 
was denied any semblance of due process. 
Others who were charged with aiding and 
abetting the killing were acquitted.

What You Can Do:
• Write Judge Paul Benson (U.S. Dis­

trict Court, Federal Court House, Fargo, 
ND 58102). Tell him to grant Peltier's 
motion immediately.

• Write President George Bush (White 
House, Washington, DC 20500). Tell 
him to free Leonard Peltier immediately 
through executive clemency. Leonard Peltier
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Las Vegas................................ fro m p .l

The Branch is also organizing a series of 
five public hearings to hear testimony from 
area residents. Many have come forward 
with new evidence of police crimes.

Establishing a Citizens-Police Control 
Board in the Las Vegas-Clark County 
metropolitan area will require state legisla­
tion as well as local action. A bill has been 
introduced into the Nevada State Assembly 
by Assemblyman Wendell P. Williams, and 
hearings are being held around the state. 
The NAARPR Branch is mobilizing people 
to attend and speak.

Harris.......................... ........... fro m p .l

5 consecutive life sentences. The prison had 
changed little since the days when the Scotts- 
boro defendants were imprisoned there. 
The federal courts later declared conditions 
in the Alabama prison system to be in viola­
tion of constitutional prohibitions against 
cruel and unusual punishment

In 1974, prisoners, provoked by guards, 
rebelled and took two of the guards hostage. 
They asked for community and media repre­
sentatives to be allowed in the prison to see 
the conditions. The warden ordered guards 
to break up the protest A guard and one of 
the prisoner leaders was killed.

Join the NAARPR

匚 ]Individual $10/year
□Sustaining $25/year
□Contributing S50/year
□Supporting $100/year
□Life-Time $500 (one time)
HPrisoner
□Affiliate

Fee Waived

Organization $50/year

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY 

( _ _ )

STATE ZIP

TELEPHONE

SIGNATURE

Send to：

NATIONAL ALLIANCE AGAINST 
RACIST & POLITICAL REPRESSION  
11 John St. Room 702 
New York, NY 10038 
212/406-3330

Using an 1859 slaveholder law that man­
dated the death sentence, a politically ambi­
tious Attorney General charged Johnny Im- 
ani Harris with killing the guard. No evi­
dence was presented that Harris had killed 
the guard. The prosecutor maintained he 
was guilty because he had been part of the 
protest An all-white, all-male jury convicted 
Harris.

For a decade and a half a national and in­
ternational campaign spearheaded by the 
NAARPR has fought to save Harris’s life and 
now to win his freedom. After 14 years on 
death row, Harris’s capital conviction was 
thrown out in 1989.

Harris became eligible for parole, and 
wide support for him was shown at his parole 
hearing. The Alabama Board of Pardons 
and Paroles denied parole, stating that Har­
ris had not been in tihe general prison popu­
lation long enough to be ready for parole.

Last fall, when Harris’ application should 
have come up again, Alabama Governor 
Guy Hunt was running for reelection. In a 
cynical election campaign stunt, Hunt de­
clared a moratorium on paroles, citing the 
crimes committed by two white parolees in 
the previous week. Harris remained in pris­
on.

What you can do:
• Write Mr. Joel Barfoot, Rev. John 

Nettles, and Mr. Jack Shows, Alabama 
Board of Pardons and Paroles (777 S. 
Lawrence St., Montgomery, AL 36130.) 
Tell them this injustice must end. 
Johnny Imani Harris should receive im­
mediate parole.

• Write Gov. Guy Hunt (11 S. Union 
St., Montgomery, AL 36130). Tell him to 
commute Harris’ sentence to time served 
and free him.

Please send copies of your letters to the 
NAARPR national office.

C hicago .................... ............ from p. 2

ing, representing the United Auto Workers, 
Citizen’s Alert, Coalition of Black Trade 
Unionists, Women’s International League 
for Peace and Freedom, Chicago Confer­
ence of Black Lawyers, Amnesty Interna­
tional, and the NAARPR.

A campaign was put in motion to press 
the police to act and to demand that Mayor 
Richard Daley speak out on this attack in his 
own neighborhood. A news conference was 
called, and a demonstration of over 200 held 
at Daley’s office. Branch leaders Josephine 
Wyatt and Kevin Tyson went on local inter­
view programs to discuss the attack.

Our Alliance Branch went to the Chicago 
Human Rights Commission and instituted 
proceedings to revoke the liquor license of 
Fat Alberts Bar. After a series of hearings 
filled by the NAARPR and others, the li­
cense was revoked. The bar owner is appeal­
ing the ruling.

Lawyers from the Chicago Conference of 
Black Lawyers have filed a $50 million civil 
suit against the bar.

Three days after the attack at Fat Albert’s 
Bar, a cross was burned in front of the home 
of an interracial family on the north side and 
their living room window broken. There was 
an immediate response from neighbors in 
the predominantly white community. A peti­
tion was circulated ''to condemn this crim­
inal act of racially motivated hatred and vio- 
lance.” Neighborhood activists spoke out to 
the media. Churches in the area condemned 
the attack.

An eyewitness from the neighborhood 
identified the attackers, and police arrested 
and charged five white youths. While police 
insist it was a teenage prank, local residents 
report that one of the youths arrested is 
known to have neo-nazi ties.
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